
TIDE PREDICTIONS & SOLUNAR FEED TIMES INSIDE!

November 2021
Only $3.95

TSFMAG.COM

New Flounder RegsNew Flounder Regs
Harvest Closure Nov 1 – Dec 14Harvest Closure Nov 1 – Dec 14

TPWD Exploring Acoustics TPWD Exploring Acoustics 
to Monitor Fish Populationsto Monitor Fish Populations

Combining Waterfowl Combining Waterfowl 
Hunting & FishingHunting & Fishing

IT’S CALLED CAST & BLASTIT’S CALLED CAST & BLAST



Fish are not the Fish are not the 
only thing controlled only thing controlled 

by Fuji Guides.by Fuji Guides.

CorrosionCONTROL CorrosionCONTROL CorrosionCONTROL

GM
GUNMETAL

CC
FROSTED 
SILVER

BC
FROSTED

DARK GREY

GUNMETAL is a dark shade 
of grey with added luster to 
compliment premium Fuji® 
SiC rings.  

CC is a perfect match to 
frosted silver hoods and 
comes with ALCONITE®  
FazLite™ and Concept “O” 
rings. 

BC is rich, satin grey, tailor 
made for “raw” blanks with 
ALCONITE®, FazLite™ and 
Concept “O” rings.  

Fuji’s improved Corrosion CONTROL treatment is seven times more corrosion resistant than 
untreated stainless steel. Not a paint, not a coating and not harmful to the environment.  
Available in three frame colors across the spectrum of Fuji components, with SiC, ALCONITE® 
and economical FazLite™ and Concept “O” rings. Make the move to Fuji and take control. 

fujitackleusa.com



TSFMAG.com   |   1



 2   |   November 2021

SALTWATER TOPWATER BAITS YOUR FISH. OUR SCIENCE.

www.berkley-fi shing.com

The Choppo. Vibrato. J-Walker, Magic Swimmer, Cane Walker and 
Highjacker. They’ve been smashing fi sh in lakes and rivers because 
they’ve been scientifi cally engineered and proven to do just that.

Now, our unmatched team of bait designers and scientists are 
bringing these proven designs to the salt. And this isn’t just 
some make over with a new set of hooks. Because, while each one 
has been given Berkley’s ultra-sharp 3X Anti-Rust Fusion19 hooks 
for long-lasting durability in harsh saltwater environments, 
they’ve also fi ne-tuned everything from casting distance 
to fi sh-calling qualities and hook-up ratio to ensure these baits 
attract and hook everything from schooling tuna to hungry redfi sh.

With over 80 sizes and colors to choose in this line of proven 
baits, saltwater fi sh had best not be looking up.

We’ve done the science, now you catch the fi sh.

JUST ADD SALT.

©2021 Pure Fishing, Inc.

SALTWATER TOPWATER BAITS
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Jasen Gast is our November cover angler 

showing off a beautiful Upper Laguna 
speckled trout. Jasen was fishing with 
Capt. David Rowsey who snapped the 

image seconds before the fish was 
released. Jasen’s trophy fell for a MirrOlure 
Corky Fat Boy…no surprise. Conservation 

kudos to Jasen and Capt. Rowsey!
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Early in my business education I was taught that 
people have an innate desire to be well led. They 
like to believe in the wisdom of leaders who 
demonstrate fairness in the application of rules 
and regulations that make sense. Morale and 
loyalty thrive under such leadership. Why NOAA 
seems oblivious to such truths amazes me.

Case in point is the recent announcement that 
the Recreational For-Hire segment of the Gulf 
Red Snapper fishery would be granted additional 
fishing opportunity beginning October 15 
through November 6. According to NOAA, the 
for-hire component did not achieve their annual 
catch target of 2,848,000 pounds. Somehow 
though, private recreational anglers managed to 
achieve theirs, and would not be included in the 
additional fishing opportunity.

Snapper fishing is highly dependent on 
prevailing weather and wave heights; we all 
know this. I am therefore at a loss to understand 
how private anglers, who fish from smaller 
vessels on average, could have been more 
successful. Forgive me if I fail to recognize the 

wisdom and fairness of this decision. 
Spotted seatrout regulations continue to command center stage 

along the Middle and Lower Texas coasts. The emergency regulations 

enacted earlier this year expired by design and the question now looms 
whether these were sufficient to boost the post-freeze recovery of 
Texas’ most popular inshore fishery, or more conservative regulations 
are warranted going forward. Given the data obtained in the spring 
population sampling and what we saw in our fishing efforts throughout 
summer, I am of the opinion that more is needed.

My suggestion would be to renew and expand the emergency 
regulations, to include all Middle and Lower coast waters, to be reviewed 
on an annual basis, until such time that population sampling data can 
be seen to equal or exceed the ten year average for two consecutive 
years. Some may not agree but the future of the fishery must always take 
precedence over all other considerations. Simply put, we cannot enjoy 
catching what we do not have swimming in our bays.  

I would like to draw your attention to a very informative article in this 
issue from TPWD Coastal Fisheries that highlights their research into the 
use of hydrophones to detect the presence, movements, and abundance 
of certain species – namely, spotted seatrout, red drum, and black drum. 
While it may be a long way into the future, the research could actually 
present more passive opportunities to determine relative abundance 
than traditional gill net surveys.

November is a glorious month to be outdoors. Frontal systems will 
become more prevalent but there are still many great weather days to 
be enjoyed. Pack up the family and head for the bay.

Happy Thanksgiving!  

EDITORIAL
FISHING REGULATIONS AND 
PASSIVE POPULATION SAMPLING  

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

November Issue 
Highlights
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Studying the  Subtleties...

Slicks like these are a game 
changer if you’re paying attention. 
Notice the size.  With the light wind 
and weak current on this particular 
morning, the trout were almost 
directly beneath these small slicks.



I
t was a brisk morning as my clients and I made our first drift. The first fall cool 
front had just passed through about 48 hours earlier. The water temperature 
on my new Garmin GPSMAP 1042XSV from Breakwater Marine showed 71.9°, 
a nine degree drop since the front arrived. The barometric pressure before the 
front was around 1012 millibars. It was now 1021 millibars on this beautiful 
bluebird morning. One of my customers made the comment, “God! What a 

gorgeous morning. We’re gonna hammer them today!”  
For the record, I’m not necessarily a superstitious fellow but that’s typically a phrase I 

tend to avoid, especially right out of the box. I commented that his hammertime thinking 
could be a bit presumptuous and that a beautiful morning for beachcombing or a picnic 
doesn’t necessarily mean it’s a good day for fishing. Flashing a classic “you just crushed 
my hopes and dreams” look he asked what I meant. I explained that not only were 
we coming off a front that caused a sudden water temperature drop and barometric 
pressure rise, we were also two days on the backside of a full moon. Throw in the stiff 
northeast wind and the fact that we’re in the midst of our summer-to-fall transition 
period and we could be in for a tough day.

STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN
To Improve Your Game



I went on to tell my crew not to worry because I didn’t 
think the trout I’d been on prior to the front had moved very 
far, if at all. They just may be a little harder to trick given the 
circumstances. We continued to drift over the crest of this narrow 
finger reef in the depths that had been producing. Unfortunately, 
everything up shallow looked like dead water. No mullet. No 
slicks. No wakes. Nothing.

After another four or five drifts through the area I knew we were 

going to have to make a move. As I mentioned, most of our fish in 
the days prior had been coming from the shallowest part of the 
reef, which was about 2.5 feet. I decided to let the boat drift out 
into 4-plus feet on our last pass just to see if maybe those trout had 
fallen out deeper. As my boat approached 5-feet I told the guys to 
reel in; it was time to relocate. Low and behold, as one of the guys 
was reeling in his rod loaded with a solid speck. That’s when I said, 
“Okay guys. Cast!” We began noticing several small slicks emerging 

and the occasional mullet flipping along 
the deep edge of the reef. Apparently 
the pressure and water temperature 
changes had caused the fish to move 
100 yards or so off of the shallow 
crest and out into deeper water. We 
continued to work the outside edge of 
that drop-off and ended up having a 
fantastic morning.  

There was another morning recently 
that started in a similarly slow fashion. 
We arrived at our initial stop to find 
dozens of beautiful trout slicks. The 
smell was so incredibly strong and the 
sheen on the water was so obvious, I 
knew in my mind we were getting ready 
to experience an epic bite. By the way, 
trout slicks are one of my favorite smells 
on the planet. The only other smells 
that even come close are gunpowder 
from the first few shots out of a duck 
blind early in the morning and exhaust 
from an old two-stroke outboard. I 
know that last one’s kind of weird but 
that smell brings back memories that 
are near and dear to my heart while 
growing up on the bayou.

Taking into account the wind 
direction and current, I got the boat 
lined up to drift towards the newest 
slicks (the smallest ones) that were 
popping.  Armed with an array of soft 
plastics ranging from MirrOlure Lil 
Johns to 5-inch Saltwater Assassins, 
we all began casting into the hot zone. 
Our first pass yielded one 18-inch trout 
and only a few other very subtle bites. 
We were disappointed to say the least 
but I knew the trout were there given 
the obvious signs. I trolled my Whaler 
back around for another drift but this 
time I went even further upwind and 
up-current, thinking that maybe I got 
too close to the fish on the first drift. The 
wind was just stiff enough to produce a 
moderate chop so I made sure to keep 
my motor turned hard right to help 
prevent waves slapping the transom. 
This coupled with the use of my trolling 

This 4-inch shad was obviously not today’s meal for this trout.  No wonder the bites were subtle and near the bottom.

Todd Overmeyer had a blast catching lots of trout 
like this one as we happened to catch the perfect 

day with good tides leading up to a full moon.

We were able to trick this red and many 
others while casting to mud boils and 

open water slicks in ice cream conditions!
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motor ensured that my bow stayed 
slightly facing into the chop. We 
were only in five feet of water and 
it was obvious that these fish were 
in a negative feeding pattern and 
paying attention to every little 
detail would help increase our 
chances of tricking a few. 

After countless drifts and every 
type of retrieve you could imagine 
we were able to fool thirteen 
decent specks by basically dragging 
our baits on bottom. The wind 
eventually blew us off of that spot 
but I knew there were a lot more fish 
present than we had caught. It was 
obvious they had already fed before 
we got there. Stomach contents in 
the trout I cleaned later revealed 
heavily digested shad, which meant 
the trout had fed in the wee hours 
before we arrived. Looking back 
at the solunar chart I noticed that 
the major feeding period (moon 
overhead) was from 2:34AM to 
4:34AM. The moon was again on the 
backside of full, illuminated at 92%. 
The next day I had my clients meet 
me an hour earlier and it greatly 
improved our results!    

As November approaches fronts 
will become more frequent and trout patterns can change from 
week to week. Sometimes the changes can occur even in the same 
day.  Most folks believe that the best bite is the day before the cool 
front. While this can certainly be true I have personally come to 
know that the best bite is before, during and after fronts. The key is 
to realize how the changes affect the fish and then knowing what 
adjustments to make.  

Where were the trout before the front? Were they up shallow and 
feeding aggressively? What were they feeding on? Will the post-
front high pressure push them a little deeper, and will they be lying 
close to the bottom, fat and happy after gorging on shad the day 
before? If so, then they should be in full-blown regurgitation mode 
and the slicks from feeding on those oily shad should be plentiful 
and sufficiently defined to show us where to cast.   

This month will provide plenty of signs to anglers who are 
willing to use them. We’ve experienced another unbelievable shad 
and shrimp hatch again this year. When things are clicking on all 
cylinders, hovering gulls and terns will be feeding on fleeing shrimp 
as trout and reds blast them to the surface. Ledges, finger reefs, 
bayou drains, peninsulas, and other ambush points will noticeably 
hold concentrations of mullet and shad. Slicks, color streaks, and 
mud boils will lead us to the fish, especially during tide change and 
during pre-frontal conditions.    

Other times, such as after a front, during slack tides, etc., the signs 
will still be available but are not likely to jump right out at us. This 
is when we have to put our thinking caps on and understand the 

behavior patterns of the fish we seek to catch, especially with regard 
to changes in the weather. Knowing the impacts of these changes 
should point us in the right direction. Then we’ll use those more 
subtle signs such as an occasional flipping mullet or a couple of 
small slicks just off a deep ledge to greatly increase our odds even 
during the tough stretches.    

CO
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Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Signs of Fall on Galveston Bays

Dave Pierce caught this healthy trout while casting to 
slicks popping on top of a shallow reef near deep water.

Cole Young was able to trick this one and several others 
fishing low and slow in post-front bluebird conditions.
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Capital  Capital  CC Clarity Clarity



W
ater clarity influences an angler’s ability to catch fish with artificial 
lures—clearer water facilitates easier catching, on average. While 
trying to fully grasp its effects on productivity, anglers should 
think of clarity in broader terms than simply as a measure of water 
quality. In a specialized context, Capital C Clarity (C) results from 
a combination of three elements, all of which contribute to an 

angler’s ability to clearly discern both the physical attributes of the area and whether fish swim 
within reach. Ultimately, the clarity of the water (c), the angler’s ability to perceive the presence 
of fish (f) and the angler’s knowledge of the topography of the place (k) combine to define C. 

When someone fishes in crystal clear water and can see plenty of fish within casting range, 
also all the structural and cover elements in play, we can rank the situation as a 10 on the C 
Scale (10C). Anglers who operate from towers, riding high above shallow, clear water, most 
often encounter situations which meet these criteria. When they see enough of the right fish in 
a place, they stop to fish. When they see few or no fish, they keep the throttle pressed forward. 

The same anglers also keep moving when they find themselves in a place with extremely 
turbid (dirty) water, where they see no evidence of fish and where they have no knowledge 
of the layout of the place. Choosing to fish in a situation which rates as 0C feels like a form of 
insanity to most people; doing so usually indicates the angler has no other choice. 

Anyone encountering supremely dirty water and scarce signs of life would most often 
correctly begin searching for some other place to fish. From these facts, we can deduce the 
obvious effect exerted by one of the three elements of C on angling efforts. The presence of 
fish tends to increase the appropriate duration of effort (D) for a place. Stated another way, the 
number of fish present is directly proportional to duration of effort (f=D). In a 10C situation, 
leaving fish to find fish makes no sense; searching for a way to catch the many fish within reach 
and/or waiting until they get hungry makes perfect sense.

Capital  Capital  CC Clarity Clarity
STORY BY KEVIN COCHRAN



The angler’s ability to see plenty of fish reduces the effect of 
knowledge of the spot to nil, since the angler chooses to cast 
specifically at fish, rather than at perceived productive parts of the 
area. In this specific case, k becomes knowledge of where fish swim 
within reach, rather than knowledge of the location of generally 
productive bottom features like rock faces, reef edges, depth contours, 
grass beds and/or potholes. 

In most cases, when calculating how C impacts the logical duration 
of effort justified in a place, anglers must consider other factors, since 
the appropriate time to allow for testing a place depends on multiple, 
related variables, including the physical layout of the place, also the 
season, time of day, weather and celestial elements in play. Generally, 
one can expect to earn more strikes per unit of time in warmer water 
than in colder water, and when a stimulator like weather, tide cycle or 
moon phase elevates the feeding mood of the fish. 

A higher expectation for a fast bite rate generally reduces the logical 
value of D, while a lower expectation increases D. Greater awareness 
of all aspects of C, combined with an astute expectation related to bite 
rate will help an angler make better decisions about when to stay and 
when to move, since no one can correctly assert any specific unit of 

time as universally appropriate for testing locations. 
The value of C affects more than the duration of effort, at least for 

anglers who properly adjust their plans and tactics to account for the 
various aspects of the situation. Two primary tactics vary most widely 
in response to the changing values which comprise C: the amount of 
time (and number of casts) used to test the effectiveness of each lure 
deployed (l) and the length and duration of each cast (dc).

Again, starting off by thinking about the logical effects generated 
by a 10C situation helps clarify these effects in more complex settings. 
An angler who can see exactly where fish swim within reach can 
aim casts directly at places which allow one or more fish to see the 
lure and potentially strike. If a few casts made in ways which should 
elicit positive responses from fish in the form of strikes don’t do so, 
the angler can correctly perceive a need first to change presentation 
style, then the lure itself.

In other words, fishing in a 10C situation dictates a low number of 
attempts with each presentation and lure before changing, until and 
unless something appropriately productive emerges. Though some 
10C situations can require making multiple casts with the right lure 
before a fish strikes, making dozens or scores with a lure after it’s 

been seen and ignored becomes a sadly stubborn 
form of madness.

So C is inversely proportional to the amount 
of time and number of casts used to test each 
presentation and lure (C≠l). This same inverted 
relationship exists when one considers the duration 
of each cast and retrieve. When an angler can see 
the targeted fish, a cast should be abandoned 
as soon as the fish proves it isn’t going to strike. 
Presenting the lure all the way back to the tip of the 
rod through empty water serves no sane purpose. 
So C is also inversely proportional to duration of 
cast/retrieve (C≠dc); a higher value of C dictates 
making shorter, more sharply focused casts. 

Most often, anglers find themselves working in 
situations which rank either 4, 5 or 6C. In situations 
like these, consideration of all three aspects of C 
helps one refine strategies in the most efficient 
ways. If a situation ranks 5C because water clarity 
runs high, but scant evidence of fish can be seen in 
a place well known to the angler, all components 
of the strategy should be shortened, meaning the 
angler should look for a new place to fish after a 
relatively small number of casts directed at known 
sweet spots produce no strikes.

However, when a value of 5C occurs when water 
clarity runs low, but the angler perceives plenty of 
evidence of the presence of feeding fish, and the 
angler has poor knowledge of the lay of the land, a 
longer duration of effort certainly becomes justified. 
(See: A Pair of Different 5C Scenarios) The paramount 
variable is the value of f—seeing fish, seeing 
evidence of feeding fish and earning strikes all 
elevate the value of f and dictate planting the feet. 

Essentially, testing and experimentation serve 
a single purpose—to elevate the value of f to 
10, by proving plenty of fish swim within reach. 
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This happens if and when the bite rate rises to a level perceived as 
appropriate for the situation. Given an acceptable bite rate and an f10, 
leaving fish to find fish makes sense only if the fish coming to hand fail 
to meet the standards of the angler who’s catching them. 

Consideration of situations with low C values helps one gain a 
more complete grasp of all these concepts. When c, f and k all run low, 
fishing in a place for a long time makes little or no sense, superficially, 
but testing lures and presentations while giving all parts of the area 
a chance to produce takes time, so any angler who chooses to fish 
in a place with a really low C faces a difficult quandary. At its core, 
developing a plan to catch fish in a relatively unfamiliar place with 
poor water clarity and scant signs of life begins with a lure choice 
based on sound principles, considering the many aspects of the 
situation. After choosing some lure which logically fits the situation, 
the angler should methodically cast in ways which allow for thorough 
coverage of the entire space, normally by fan-casting, working 
either clockwise or counter-clockwise, making subtle adjustments to 
presentation over time. 

The angler should execute each cast fully from start to finish, 
without reeling in and starting over frequently, to allow for the most 
thorough test of the area, in the absence of known and/or visual sweet 
spots. To repeat, C is inversely proportional to the duration of cast/
retrieve (dc), meaning a smaller C value dictates making longer casts 
which take longer to complete. Similarly, each lure requires a longer 
test time when the value of C runs lower, since the angler has no way 
of determining whether fish have in fact seen or at least become 

aware of it without striking.
In a situation with a low C value, earning strikes becomes the only 

way for the angler to figure out whether fish swim within reach. In 
the end, standing and grinding for a long time in a situation with 
a really low C makes little sense, given other options, unless strikes 
indicate the presence of fish, which inherently raises the value of C, by 
elevating the value of f. 

If all the water in the available area looks dirty and dead, like when 
a bad brown algae bloom affects a hypersaline lagoon, the angler’s 
knowledge of the area exerts greater impact on productivity. Anglers 
with a more extensive, detailed awareness of the physical features of 
the waterway can choose to fish in more places with high k values. 
In such places, executing casts around known productive (but not 
visible) sweet spots improves their chances of elevating the values of f 
and C within a reasonable time frame.

Anglers with the strongest fish location skills rely on more than their 
ability to see into the water. They temper reasonable predictions about 
the bite rate with astute observations and evidence earned through 
methodical experimentation. In these ways, both their knowledge of 
the typical behaviors of the fish and their familiarity with the anatomy 
of the waterways contribute significantly to their success. 
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a full-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Rhythm, Depth and Speed 2

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

When water clarity runs low and signs of life become scant in cold water, the angler’s knowledge of the precise 
locations where cover and structural elements lie within range becomes supremely important. Jeremy Rhodes 

caught this handsome trout near a rock which could not be seen in chilly water stained by brown algae.

Catching fish like the one Clint Shack holds 
here in crystal clear water often proves 

easier under the cloak of darkness.
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We are expecting lots 
of these in November.



L
et’s face it, very seldom are we presented with opportunities where 
it’s almost impossible to make a poor choice. If there was ever a time 
where that exact scenario were to be played out in real life, it would 
have to be in November because this is truly when the magic happens 
for Texas sportsmen in general, more so for Texas anglers. November is 
the culmination of many months of anticipation as both fishermen and 

hunters converge on the outdoors to take advantage of more opportunities than they 
will likely find all year. Weather patterns will change and seasons will open up for all to 
enjoy which is exactly why it’s hard to go wrong in November.

A noticeable buzz can be heard all across the state of Texas, starting in the Panhandle 
and rising to a nearly deafening crescendo at the Gulf of Mexico as both hunters and 
fishermen charge into the outdoors with dreams of filling tags and stringers with all 
sorts of game and fish. I know that TSF is a dedicated fishing magazine but it’s no secret 
that many of our writers also enjoy hunting as well. There are very few folks who are as 
crazy passionate about turkeys and waterfowl as our very own editor, he is obsessed to 
say the least. I can’t blame him or any of our other fantastic writers for taking advantage 
of the opportunities presented here in the Lone Star State because we are truly blessed 
to be living in the greatest state in America – hands down.

IN

November
STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE
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Now for those who plan to wet a line in November you can sum 
up your game plan with one word and that is “options.” There are few 
months where the list of options is any longer, or any better for that 
matter; the entire fishing spectrum is absolutely wide open. From 
the backwater marshes to the big water of the gulf you can chase 
just about anything you would like this month and generally have 
the odds of plentiful catches in your favor. Conditions here on Sabine 
and Calcasieu have greatly improved over the summer, thanks in part 
to a major influx of saltwater from a couple of storms along with a 
major flushing of the marshes after several days of big north winds 
in September. Both bodies of water appear to be rejuvenated and 
primed for some serious fall fishing.

Perhaps the best game in town this month will be schooling fish 
under the birds. Big numbers of trout and redfish will roam the 
lakes and bays punishing shrimp that have been dumped from the 
marshes. Chasing schooling fish will no doubt be a numbers game 
as you will have to weed through undersized fish in order to find 
some keepers. The ratio of small fish to keeper-size has gotten better 
as of late and that certainly is a bright spot as we look ahead to the 
spring. I expect some really good fishing for both numbers and 
better size to happen this spring, judging from all the 12-14 inch 
trout swimming around right now. With that in mind please keep the 
resource foremost in your thoughts and keep only what you intend 
to eat fresh. Sabine and Calcasieu are still in recovery mode from 
past weather trials and tribulations. 

If chasing school fish is not your bag and you are looking to score 
a bigger fish, November is also tailormade for trophy fish. Some of 
the absolute biggest fish I have ever seen in my time on both Sabine 
and Calcasieu were caught in November so this month can truly be 

The best of both worlds for coastal outdoors 
enthusiasts are about to bust wide open!

Nothing like introducing new hunters to the sport; especially when 
they’re your new daughter-in-law – Madison and Hunter Uzzle.

Brad Hankins with a solid red on a beautiful fall day.
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special. Searching for big fish on days prior to cold fronts as 
well as a couple of days after a front has passed has been the 
ticket for me when I was looking for a big trout. I really like 
afternoon incoming tides over shallow mud that has been 
warming all day in the bright sun, these spots seem to be 
magnets for better fish and usually produce consistent results.

It’s hard to think about either Sabine or Calcasieu and not 
have flounder come to mind because there may not be any 
other places along the Texas or Louisiana coasts that are better 
venues for flat fish. Deep water passes leading to the gulf are 
the keys for catching really quality flounder as these fish make 
their annual spawning migration to the gulf. The passes act as 
a natural funnel and concentrate these fish into smaller areas 
making them much more accessible to anglers. Now having 
these fish become much more vulnerable to being caught 
requires some responsibility on the angler’s part. Every year 
we see people blatantly breaking the laws by keeping too 
many when they are so easy to come by. 

Please Take NoTe – New Texas FlouNder regulaTioNs: 
Texas has enacted a special regulation beginning this year; the 
flounder fishery will be closed to harvest during the month of 
November and continuing until December 14. This is the first 
year under this new regulation and flounder fishing will be on 
a catch and release basis only until December 15. The purpose 
of this regulation is to allow mature flounder to escape to the 
gulf for spawning. Know the law and respect it. It’s for the 
good of the fishery for future generations to enjoy.

Other programs that will come to the fore in November 
include huge numbers of big bull reds at the passes and 
jetties, along with the return of red snapper to Texas Territorial 
Waters (inside nine nautical miles). These exciting fishing 
opportunities will help spread the effort, which means less 
crowding on inshore bays. Add the number of fishermen that 
will be picking up a rifle or shotgun and the crowds will be 
dispersed even more. It’s like I mentioned earlier, “You just 
can’t go wrong in November.” As always, enjoy your time 
outdoors, be safe, and be courteous. 
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

November Is Dealers Choice on Sabine
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Ling with jig brought 
alongside the boat.



T
he word “jig” used in fishing today has pretty much become 
slang and covers everything from crappie jigs up to big, plastic, 
billfish trolling baits meant for marlin. Somewhere below the 
middle ranks are the common 1/4 and 3/8-ounce bay jigs, 
dressed in a variety of plastic tails in many designs and colors. 
And then there are the heavier offshore jigs, usually 2-3 ounces, 

dressed in mylar or natural feathers. There are even “heavy metal” jigs, sticks of 
metal up to a foot long, designed to sink very quickly down to 600 feet or so. 

AA
SALUTE

toto JigsJigsSTORY BY JOE RICHARD



I’ve been a fan of jigs for more than 50 
years, after my great uncle had me cooking 
lead in the front yard back in the 7th grade.  He 
didn’t exactly announce, “Today we cook!” but 
it was understood that we needed another 
hundred complete jigs, starting with the lead 
pouring process, then tying on a pinch of 
mylar tail, before dipping the head and thread 
wrappings in a mixture of white pigment 
and marine resin. The finished products were 
hung on a clothesline to cure in the back yard. 
This made for a tough paint finish that only 
multiple hits from mackerel could eventually 
crack. The jigs seldom lasted that long, 
however, because mackerel have seriously 
sharp teeth and many of our creations were 
cut off and lost. We wouldn’t use wire leaders, 
preferring 40-pound mono instead. While 
many were lost, countless mackerel were 
dragged aboard to feed the neighborhood. 
There were far fewer losses when targeting 
redfish and snook. 

A few years came and went, and jigs with 
plastic tails became popular. By then I was 
in Port Arthur and during high school years, 
it was all about the Tout Tail jig with its 
3/8-ounce lead head. What a great lure for its 
time...catching so many redfish, flounder and 
trout. There were no bag limits in those days, 
but we would need them soon enough. (By 
the early ‘80s we were using Kelly Wiggler jigs 
made in the Houston area and the lesser-
known Chubby Shrimp at South Padre Island). 

And there were the offshore years. 
Whenever I had a chance to visit South Florida, 
a company named Lead Enterprises was high 
on the list of stops to make. Back then it was 
in a tough neighborhood on the Miami River, 
and I wouldn’t doubt they filmed episodes 
of Miami Vice on the very same street. Inside 
the building were cauldrons of boiling lead; 
the place was quite hot in summer without air 
conditioning, except in a small, cooled room 
resplendent in finished, colorful offshore jigs. 
You could buy them wholesale by the dozen, 
roughly a dollar each. I favored 2-ounce 
arrowheads and 3-ounce spearheads. The 
tails were made of natural material, usually 
white. Like a kid in a candy store, I’d grab eight 
or 10 dozen and was set for a few years of 
offshore action. Snapper, ling and amberjack 
back in Texas soon “fell in heaps.” My best 
jig-caught fish was a 66-pound wahoo, caught 
off Galveston after I’d pinned a spearhead jig 
to a big ribbonfish. Tossed it way out there 
while we drifted over a snapper rock, and 
jigged it back to the boat. The rod doubled 

An array of cobia (ling) jigs on a Florida pier.

Pompano on a Texas oil rig, caught on a small, homemade jig. 

Jigging in 30 feet of water offshore of Sabine Pass yielded this trout.
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ElPescadorBoats.com

For more information or a demo ride, call

361-564-8236

Experience the UltimateExperience the Ultimate

Fast, Dry, and Smooth RideFast, Dry, and Smooth Ride
with El Pescador Boats - 24 or 21CATwith El Pescador Boats - 24 or 21CAT

RECOGNIZED AS TEXAS’ PREMIER CUSTOMIZED BOAT

YOU KNOW YOU WANT ONE



and 30-pound line melted off the 
Ambassador 7000 reel, so we chased 
that fish with the boat, finally catching 
up with it. That Miami company still 
cooks lead for a variety of products, 
but apparently no longer specializes 
in jigs. In Florida, there is lots of 
competition for that.

In more recent years for offshore 
trips, we’ve depended on the Snapper 
Slapper series of offshore jigs, made 
in Texas City. We’ve caught snapper 
up to 20 pounds with those jigs, and 
that’s big enough. 

Back in the day when we graduated 
to offshore fishing, the 2- and 3-ounce 
jigs gave an advantage over other 
anglers. They were still using pool 
cue “snapper rods” and fishing a 
pound of lead on the bottom, with 
cut bait. Or drifting ribbonfish behind 
shrimpboats anchored offshore. With 
jigs we could wrestle amberjack until 
we were blue in the face, even while 
aboard the partyboats. While catching 
a 30-pound kingfish or two. And red 
snapper up to 16 pounds; they’d bite 
at the same jig repeatedly until hooked 
up; there were no missed strikes, lost 
baits and “wind it back in.” Using long, 8-foot 
fiberglass poles (Hurricane rods from Miami 
sold at Cut Rate Tackle, now Fishing Tackle 
Unlimited in Houston) was essential; you could 
sling a jig far from the boat, or lower the jig 
deep and work it back with big sweeps of the 
rod tip. We wore out Ambassadeur 7000 reels 
doing this and fighting fish, but at least those 
reels seldom backlashed.

At the same time, we carried trout tackle 
offshore, smaller Ambassadeur reels with 20 
pound line, armed with 1/2 ounce jigs used 
for general purpose jigging around the oil 
rigs, catching all manner of fish, including 
ling, snapper, bluefish and Spanish mackerel. 
Around weedlines, that tackle was ideal for 
school-sized mahi and the occasional tripletail. One day, taking my 
17-foot McKee craft about 35 miles off Cameron, Louisiana we tied up 
to rig WC-238 and caught something like 60 kingfish on this tackle, 
without using bait…

There are even smaller jigs for use offshore. How else are you going 
to catch small, live baitfish? The Sabiki rigs with their six tiny flies are 
the smallest artificials used offshore, though technically not a jig. 
Instead we used those same homemade jigs cured on the clothesline 
many years before; I still hoard a small collection. These were fairly 
light and we used 15-pound line that allowed us to horse fish away 
from structure. They caught all of our live baits offshore, used for 
enticing bigger gamefish that won tournaments. As a bonus, those 

same little jigs were also the only 
item that interested pompano that 
bunched up inside offshore platforms, 
located in 50 feet of water. Pompano 
also prowl outside the rigs when the 
current slows, but mackerel favor those 
areas and will cut off light line like a 
scalpel. Those same little jigs, maybe 
two inches long, were devastating 
when we located a big school of 
pompano in the Texas surf.    

Back in 1942 or so, two fictional 
Miami charterboat characters, Capt. 
Crunch and his mate Des, created by 
local writer Philip Wyle for the Saturday 
Evening Post, were hired by the military 
to drift the Gulf Stream in a life raft, 
and compete jigs versus spoons, to 
see which could catch the most fish 
while using handlines. It seems that 
quite a few of our people during that 
time were finding themselves in life 
rafts for extended periods, and they 
needed to be equipped for survival. 
What fishing gear should be supplied 
on each life raft? I forget how the story 
ended, but I’m pretty sure that jigs 
won that competition. 
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T Joe Richard has fished the Gulf since 1967, starting out of Port Ar-
thur, but his adventures have taken him up and down the entire coast. 

He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD

Big snapper caught off Port Arthur with a Snapper Slapper jig. 

This wahoo hit a 3-ounce spearhead jig trolled behind the boat.        
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GREAT CONSERVATION TOOL FOR 
CATCH AND RELEASE FISHING!

Also available at Fishing Tackle UnlimiTed

Patented

Coastal
CompanyTeak

OPENING 
Thanksgiving Day

@ 1:00pm

• Vintage Nautical Ship Lighting
• Live edge slab top dining tables, coffee,  
& side tables

• Maritime Antique Engine order telegraphs & 
Binnacle Compasses

• Reclaimed Teak Boat wood furniture 
• Teak root consoles
• Hand carved teak fish and turtles
• Teak wall art, original glass floats, & ship flags

14254 SPID, Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Like us on Facebook!Like us on Facebook!
@coastalteakcompany@coastalteakcompany
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A GIFT THAT WILL LAST A LIFETIME

DONNMAR PLIERS ARE PROUDLY 
MADE IN AMERICA. FOUR DIFFERENT

MODELS ARE AVAILABLE IN 
STAINLESS STEEL OR TITANIUM

THE HIGHEST QUALITY PLIERS
ON THE MARKEON THE MARKET. BACKED BY

 A LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY
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Keller’s Landing is an exclusive waterfront subdivision on Keller’s 
Bay in the Olivia Community. The water view lots start at $30,000 
with waterfront lots starting right over $100,000. Keller’s Landing 
will offer underground electric service provided by Jackson Electric 
Cooperative with property owner needing to install water well and 

septic. Keller’s Landing has deed restrictions to keep homes looking 
clean and show a pride in ownership. Subdivision is located next to 
the Olivia boat ramp and community park. We are excited to bring 

you the opportunity to own a little piece of Texas Paradise.

• East Facing Lots with Sunrise in 
Your Back Yard

• Amazing Saltwater Fishing
• Large 1-3 Acre Lots
• County Maintained Road
• Less than .25 Miles to Boat Ramp

For more information, contact Dallas Franklin 361-230-2267



SMALLER AREAS OF STRUCTURE 
– CONCENTRATING ON DETAILS

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

I cannot help but get excited as the first real cool front of 
the season approaches the Coastal Bend this evening. I 
know the cool down will be short-lived and not the type 
that will kick off any real changes in our fishery, but I 
certainly look forward to a few cooler days. Cedar Bayou 
is open and flowing but still not open to the public due 
to some unfinished areas. Tropical Storm Isaac brought 
just enough surge to breach the remaining area of sand 
that the dredging company was working on. I think 
TPWD is still looking at a late-October official opening 
and we are excited to see the positive effects this could 
bring to the surrounding bays.

Meanwhile, I’ve been seeing a slight slowing of the 
trout bite as well as a decrease in size. Water temps 
holding in the 85° to 90° range daily created some tough 
conditions for anglers like myself that prefer to work 
shallow and stay shallow for trout. Our bite is still early 
and shallow for the best trout but it turns off about 30 
minutes after sunrise. Mullet are literally stacked in the 
shallows early and the really good trout are right under 
them. Slicking has been one of the keys to locating 
the bait pods that have the trout traveling with them. 
This morning I had four slicks pop as soon as the Power 

Pole punched the sand and grass flat we had selected. 
Actually, the flat selected us. It was not one of the 
primary areas I have been frequenting but, as I always 
say, follow the signs! 

We had that conversation on the boat later, heading 
to another area. I find that many anglers, seasoned and 
unseasoned, have difficulty wiping the slate clean at the 
end of the day and then allowing the signs to direct them 
during their next outing. I find it very rewarding to be 
able to leave the dock with no real plan other than to run 
a route that fits the weather conditions for the day and 
then allowing the signs to show us the rest. This mindset 
can be a tremendous aid, whether fishing water you know 
well or exploring new water. Trout water is trout water! 

Over the past month I have continued to focus on 
areas with well-established grass edges along drop-offs, 
as well as smaller submerged grassbeds for the best trout 
fishing. I have anglers wishing for larger trout willing to 
work smaller, single grassbeds scattered across larger 
sand flats that are neither especially shallow nor close 
to the solid grass edges near the primary drop-off. I 
personally have a tremendous amount of confidence in 
this pattern throughout the year. In fact, many of the best 

trout I catch each winter are in shallow water over smaller grass beds 
in areas inside the primary grass edges or drop-offs. Larger trout are 
usually scattered but tend to travel in small packs. The larger singles 
can be difficult to fool during summer months due to more boat traffic, 
dolphins, abundance of bait, and hot water. During winter, all the 
above are greatly reduced, so the fish settle in and behavior becomes 
more predictable, I believe. My video this month demonstrates this.  

Something I do that might be a little different for some when 
working this pattern is that I seldom work either of these patterns until 
the mid-morning to midday hours. Later arrival allows my anglers to 
effectively see the bottom structure that I want them to be able to 
target. Trout that are using these two types of grass structure are very 
structure specific, holding tight to or right up on top of the grass. When 
we can see the structure and make accurate casts the odds of getting 
bit definitely swing in our favor. 

We saw this this afternoon on our final wade near 1:00 pm. The best 
trout, although scattered, where holding on the smaller grassbeds 
while numbers of smaller trout were staged along the solid grass 
edge of the primary drop-off. It’s easy to be pulled out to the quicker 
bite, but if it’s quality you seek you should stick with the smaller 
structure targets. 

Last week the owner of Custom Corky and Texas Customs joined me 
on a wade in the same area. We did not catch any of the large trout we 
saw but we saw several fish in the 26- to 28-class. Reds were abundant 
but we were holding off after seeing so many upper-slot trout. I had 

Drone view of nearshore 
grass edges, guts and 
individual grassbeds.
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a very large trout come up and nip my Double D but not eat it. I so 
wanted to stick that fish with his lure and him there to watch. Lowell 
and I fished the TroutMaster Tournaments together and remain very 
competitive when we are on the water together. 

My belief in this pattern is easy to understand. In many areas I fish, 
morning boat traffic and bait-fishing pressure is high. Dolphins have 
been a problem in Rockport and Corpus bays for many years but the 
past five years have shown a rise in both dolphin numbers and more 
aggressive behavior. Trout have been forced to evolve quickly in order 
to survive, so they are living shallow, not eating when traffic is high, 
becoming even more nocturnally orientated, moving less, and sticking 
very tight to structure. Believing this allows me to have higher than 
average confidence. Confidence breeds patience and this can really be 
the key to consistently catching some of these fish. 

I also find that when I apply the same confidence and patience 
to other areas of structure; not just submerged grass, but shell, 
washouts and shoreline guts, the results continue to be positive. 
Many smaller areas of structure tend to get overlooked by most 
anglers and that’s a bonus to us. 

Friday last week, I walked my guys in behind a group that were in 
the proper area but working it way too fast. We eased in as they were 
easing out. Pelicans were pounding an area that I knew held a slightly 
deeper gut with numerous small grassbeds. We fan-casted the area 
thoroughly during our slow stop and start approach. It was slick-calm, 
which made the grassbeds difficult to see clearly. I made the comment 
that when we get a bite that fish will likely be on grass; make sure you 
know exactly where it came from so that it can be repeated, even if the 
strike is missed. I have noticed that when good trout are spot specific 
they tend to stay put long enough for another shot. Over the next 
hour we caught four nice trout and two really nice reds. Imagine what 
might have been there prior to the first group wading through it. 

I thought to myself many years back that I always want to know 
at least a half dozen or more small areas that are holding fish at any 
given time. During the heat of summer, one can muster up a really 
solid day if each stop yields three to four fish. The beauty of the smaller 
area is that you’re not burning up too much clock on each stop. 
This is extremely important during periods of the year when we are 

experiencing seasonal change.
I love swimming or lightly banging the Texas Double D in small 

areas of individual grassbeds. The larger trout really seem to prefer 
the action and the size of baitfish this lure mimics. I also always have 
several of my favorite soft plastics handy, rigged on 1/16-ounce - 2/0 
Texas Customs jigheads. With the 5-inch MirrOlure Provoker or Lil 
John XL, I can dust the bottom and then short-hop the lure right 
through shoal grass. With the proper rod setup one can make these 
lures do things the others just aren’t capable of. Remember this, 
unpredictability is exactly what predators expect to see. Recently our 
best trout are holding on top of and in the grass itself. You can take 
your favorite plastics and do the same, I promise. The key is to be able 
to feel the grass when the lure comes in contact with it. 

This requires the best of rods to be able to truly feel everything 
and the 46-ton modulus Henri Custom is my go-to. The Waterloo 
Slam Mag is another terrific rod as well.  There might be some others 
as good but none truly better, I promise. It’s all these little things that 
I keep trying to beat into you the reader that will eventually set you 
apart from the rest of the field.

May your fishing always be catching!  -Guide Jay Watkins
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com

Sight-Casting Big Trout on Small Grassbeds

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Similar area as the drone 
view; this is what it looks 

like from water level. 

Another view of shallow, individual grassbeds; these 
should be explored very slowly and thoroughly for 

the largest trout most areas will hold.
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The drag on the reel began to tick, slowly at first and 
then steadily increasing as the rod tip bent downward 
towards the stained waters of Copano Bay. It was mid-
January, and the Black Drum run was well on its way for 
most Texas estuaries bringing big Black Drum to both 
boat- and shore-bound anglers alike. The fight was 
quick but intense, and I hauled the three-foot silvery, 
black fish up onto my kayak to snap a quick picture 
before allowing it to resume its run to the Gulf. 

Even before I brought it aboard, I could hear the 
drumming; but now the sound intensified as it vibrated 
through the hull of my small boat and into the waters 
around. Deep, guttural, other-worldly. That a fish could 
make such a sound never ceases to amaze. Any angler 
that’s landed one of these behemoths can attest to 
their talkative nature, and vocalization among fishes is 
not unusual. 

All the common species of drum (fishes of the 
Sciaenidae family) in our Texas estuaries vocalize to 

some extent—some more than others. These include 
the oft sought-after Red Drum, Spotted Seatrout, and 
Black Drum but also the slightly lesser-known species 
such as Silver Perch and Whiting (called Southern 
and Gulf kingfish by some). Besides the drums, Gulf 
Toadfish and Hardhead Catfish vocalize as well. Such 
vocalizations are largely associated with spawning 
but are also used to signal distress (for example, when 
caught by an angler or a large predatory fish) and to 
display aggression. By listening in to the underwater 
chatter of our estuaries, scientists can learn a lot about 
the presence and behaviors of these noisy species.

As a way of eavesdropping on fish drumming 
conversations an underwater microphone, called a 
hydrophone is used along with a submersible recorder 
to capture and store the sounds emanating from the 
marine environment. These devices are left in the 
estuary to record sound clips at a predetermined 
sampling schedule. The collective composition of 

B y  Z a c h a r y  O l s e n  |  A r a n s a s  B a y  E c o s y s t e m  &  P h i l i p 
S o u z a  |  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  M a r i n e  S c i e n c e  I n s t i t u t e

F I E L D  N O T E S

LISTENING TO THE BEAT OF A 
DIFFERENT DRUM:
USING PASSIVE ACOUSTICS AS A TOOL FOR 
MONITORING FISH POPULATIONS

A hydrophone is an underwater 
microphone that, when attached 

to a submersible recorder, captures 
and stores the sounds emanating 

from the marine environment.
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sounds at a given time is 
referred to as a “soundscape.” 
Soundscapes are often 
unique to a given area and 
season and are shaped by 
the fauna, habitat, weather, 
and human activity that 
characterize them.  

In Texas estuaries, for 
example, oyster reef 
soundscapes often contain 
the snapping and cracking 
sounds of shrimp and the 
“boatwhistles” of Gulf 
Toadfish, while the evening 
soundscape by a wooden 
platform might contain 
the “purring” of spawning 
seatrout and the deep 
“drumming” of Black Drum. 
Once collected, sound files 
are analyzed to quantify 
the sounds produced by 
soniferous (i.e., sound-
producing) fish and explore general trends in ambient noise 
(for example, how loud an area is over time). Many soniferous 
fish produce species-specific calls that can be identified by their 
frequency range, duration, and cadency – allowing scientists to 
identify the presence of these fish based on their sounds alone.

Recently, scientists from the University of Texas Marine Science 
Institute (UTMSI) in Port Aransas have been collaborating with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) field staff in the Mission-
Aransas estuary by placing hydrophones alongside TPWD gill net 
samples to assess the utility of this technique in monitoring local 
fish communities and the health of the estuarine ecosystems. 
TPWD has conducted fisheries monitoring in Texas estuaries and 
nearshore waters for over 40 years. This monitoring program uses 
several different sampling gears (including gill nets, bag seines, and 
trawls) to assess the relative abundance of fish and invertebrates 
across time. This collaboration between TPWD and UTMSI is helping 
to determine if fish sound production (i.e., what we hear with the 
hydrophones) reflects the abundance and diversity of fish sampled 
in the gill nets.

While this collaboration is still ongoing, we’re beginning 
to understand the potential benefits that this supplementary 
monitoring could provide. One of the major benefits is the extended 
time-period that hydrophones can listen-in to the estuarine 
soundscape. While this is limited by recorder memory and battery 
life, it’s not uncommon to deploy hydrophones for weeks or even 
months at a time—continuously recording the chatter of the bay. 
Additionally, while gill net surveys often result in some amount 
of fish mortality, acoustic surveys are completely harmless to any 
fauna that they encounter. However, we are finding that while 
we can identify multiple species of fish from the hydrophone 
recordings, it may be difficult to quantify abundance. Some studies 
have found relationships between the abundance of vocalizing fish 
and soundscape-derived metrics. This suggests that scientists may 

be able to use acoustic monitoring to gauge relative abundance, 
but not absolute abundance. In other words, acoustic surveys may 
provide information on which sites contain more sound-producing 
fish but not exactly how many. Also, the fact remains that some 
species of fish don’t vocalize (at least to our current knowledge), 
which means that the hydrophone’s data tends to stay “silent” as 
to their presence. Regardless, the information that can be gleaned 
could still be useful for informing many other biologically important 
truths such as the timing of spawning and recruitment for vocalizing 
fishes. With continued collaboration planned for the coming seasons, 
we hope to further sort out the specifics of exactly what can and 
can’t be learned by simply listening to the sounds of the estuary. 
Perhaps by listening to the “beat of a different drum,” we’ll gain 
insight that was previously unheard of in fisheries management.

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your 
local TPWD Law Enforcement office, or 

tpwd.texas.gov for more info.

Listen to actual fish vocalizations 
from this study!

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Scientists analyze fish vocalizations using graphical displays of the sound called “spectrograms.”
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Sitting to write this article, I am at the edge of the 
beachfront in Key Largo, enjoying a cold drink and a 
beautiful sunset. My best friend and his soon to be wife 
decided they wanted to have their wedding down here, 
so I figured why not make a fishing trip of it. Originally, I 
planned on staying down here 
for the full time but at the last 
minute my brother decided he 
wanted to join. 

I was appreciative of the 
company and the fishing 
possibilities during the trip 
were beginning to grow. He 
told me that he has never 
caught a snook and was 
excited to check the species 
off his list. Fortunately, I have 
learned several great places 
where we might be able to 
make it happen from past 
Snooktopia adventures. So that 
being said, the first part of our 
trip was going to be a stop on 
the Loxahatchee River to see if 
we could accomplish getting 
him on a snook! 

Loading up nearly every piece of fishing gear we own, 
my brother and I were finally headed for south Florida. 
Fortunately for us, my buddies had been down for 
Snooktopia the week prior to us heading down there and 
they already had some patterns figured out. I called one 

of my buddies and he explained 
exactly where the mullet were 
congregated and we might be 
able to take advantage. This was 
definitely a huge help and saved 
us a lot of leg work.

After driving all night and 
a thousand miles, we arrived 
to Jupiter and were eager to 
get on the water. We launched 
the boat and went to the area 
Donald had described as a great 
place to catch bait. Blaze and 
I made a short wade and with 
only one toss of the castnet had 
enough mullet for a full night of 
fishing. With the livewell full of 
frisky baits we wasted no time 
heading to the inlet and getting 
set up for an early start. 

What we were about to 

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

FIRST LEG OF A FLORIDA 
FISHING ROADTRIP
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witness next was more than worth the 
long drive. We sat and watched tarpon in 
the 100-pound class rolling and jumping 
as they busted the plentiful pods of 
mullet. Something we normally only get 
to see in photos and TV fishing shows was 
playing out in real time right in front of us. 
Awesome was the only word I could use to 
describe it as those tarpon put on a show 
we will never forget. 

As the sun was beginning to set we 
started to get a few bites, mostly gafftop 
catfish and small jack crevalle, but any 
bite is better than nothing. I was trying to 
explain to my brother how powerful large 
snook can be and how they fight. But, like 
my first time, I wasn’t sure he believed all 
that I was telling him. 

As the sun disappeared below the 
horizon I switched the boat’s running lights 
on and Blaze’s reel began to scream. She 
came up as he set the hook and we caught 
glimpses of her headshakes in the growing 
darkness of the inlet. We both knew it was a good fish instantly, and 
that the fight was just getting started. She took off directly to the 
middle of the inlet and before we realized it, he was nearly spooled. 
Unfortunately, and as many big fish stories end, she pulled loose and 
swam away. I could do nothing but laugh because my brother shared 
the same baffled look as I did on my first large snook. It doesn’t take 
but a few seconds to realize these aren’t the kind of fish we catch at 
home; there’s absolutely nothing “normal” about them. 

Not too long after my brother got another bite and by the 
way it was acting we knew that it had to be another snook. After 
a respectable fight Blaze had his first snook in hand. A healthy 
30-incher. The rest of the night proved rather uneventful but at least 
we knew where they were. 

We took our time the next morning moseying around getting our 
tackle in order and then dropped by a local café for lunch. As always, 
we headed out in search for bait in late-afternoon, and like the day 
before it came just as easily. Luckily, Blaze also caught six nice sand 
perch in the castnet and I was instantly excited, having learned on 
prior trips to the area that sand perch are one of the finest baits 
for big snook. We anchored in the same spot just before dark and I 
grabbed the biggest sand perch in the livewell, chunked it out the 
back of the boat, and settled in to wait for a snook to take it. My 
brother had his doubts because it was such a big bait but I assured 
him that it would work.

After an hour or so of soaking that perch, out of nowhere my reel 
began to peel line at a frightening rate. Aware of the size of the bait, 
I waited a few extra seconds before setting the hook. When the line 
came tight I could tell it was a huge snook. Sadly though, the fish took 
off and never slowed, even with a very tight drag setting. I did all that 
I could to turn her but the fight ended as she made her way to the 
nearest pier piling and broke the line. Blaze no longer doubted that a 
large sand perch is primo bait for catching trophy snook. 

I retied and shook my head in disbelief, but I fully understand that 
this is exactly how it goes sometimes. We continued fishing and 

Blaze got another good run but the fish spit the bait before getting a 
hookset. We fished well past midnight before calling it and heading 
back to the house. 

After it was all said and done, we didn’t completely hammer the 
snook but we had our opportunities. I fully believe that the main 
reason for traveling to certain locations in hopes of catching a trophy 
fish is all about opportunity. It’s the reason why you fish Baffin Bay for 
30-inch trout and the Bahamas for 10-pound bonefish, or drive all the 
way to Jupiter for a 40-inch snook. You do it because this is where the 
best opportunity lies to catch a trophy. 

My brother and I fully understood that, and we hadn’t come up 
emptyhanded either. We had a great time together and I was able to 
show him a piece of Florida that I have come to love. As I previously 
mentioned, we are now in the Keys and we have a lot more water to 
explore. This area is completely new to both of us and we really aren’t 
sure where to start. However, that is at least half the fun and greatest 
part of the adventure. We have a lot of exploring and fishing ahead of 
us, and hopefully another adventure story for a future issue.
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C
T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Highlights of Florida 
Fishing Roadtrip
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B y  J o h n  B l a h a

T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

TEXAS STAR TOURNAMENT 2021 
– A CONSERVATION TRIUMPH
The 32nd annual STAR is a tribute to YOU, and the 
righteous pride we all feel as true conservationists. 
Following the deadly February freeze, CCA Texas had to 
act fast, all hands on deck, to build a new STAR format 
to help our impacted species, especially speckled trout. 
Radical moves were required, right then, to offset the 
damage done. We knew our passion to fish is strong, but 
did we have what it takes to catch…and not keep? 

The results are in. We are winning! No one anywhere 
could match the magnificent restraint CCA anglers 
demonstrated on behalf of our precious resources. 
You held back, without government intervention in 
most cases, to give these fish a break, sensing that our 
combined efforts would sooner accelerate recovery 
back to the highest saltwater gamefish populations in 
the country. Coupled with quick action and stepped-up 
hatchery releases of 4.8 million speckled trout since the 
freeze, our mutual angling restraint proves yet again the 
CCA mission statement is solid. We, as CCA members, 
are indeed dedicated to the conservation of marine life. 
Kudos to every single one of you. We are headed the 
right direction, and faster. 

STAR Redfish – 
Blue Tag Division.

John Blaha prepares 
to release a beautiful 
mid-coast flounder.
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As further testament, our first Catch/Clip/Release format was a 
resounding success. Thanks to your support almost 55,000 folks 
fished the 2021 STAR Tournament. NEW anglers coming into our 
sport continues strong. More kids hit the water (Note: a special thanks 
to parents for ensuring the next wave of future conservationists). 
Yes, we are aware many would like to see the return of more actual 
competition versus only tagged-fish catches. As we await results from 
the TPWD fall gill-net surveys we will determine which species can 
safely return. It is likely you can expect a 2022 hybrid of this year’s 
model as these fisheries recover.

Nonetheless, the credit this year goes to you, our members. Since 
inception, CCA has sought to educate our angling base on both the 
perils of overfishing and the benefits of marine conservation. YOUR 
response, in our drastic time of need, is the best there is. No matter 
what, we are FOR THE FISH.

With over triple the number of tagged fish released, tournament 
action kept us hopping this year. A record 37 tagged fish were caught 
with winners capturing more big prizes than ever.

CCA Texas and STAR would like to thank our fine sponsors and the 
countless volunteers for their hard work and dedication in not only 
helping to enhance our marine resources but helping these lucky 
kids with their education.

Coastal Hatcheries Stocking Update 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Coastal Fisheries 
Enhancement has been firing on all cylinders this summer, releasing 

over 23 million speckled trout and red drum into 
Texas bay systems (see Figure 1 which details the 
numbers through mid-September). Going into the 
production season, which typically starts in mid-April, 
hatcheries received an outpouring of support from 
groups and individuals such as CCA Texas, West End 
Anglers, Bayou City Angler and TPWD volunteers. 
Couple that support with professional biologists and 
technicians motivated to fulfill their mission; great 
things are bound to happen.

To top things off, TPWD staff have been taking 
extra measures to increase stocking locations and 
recruitment of fingerlings, utilizing vessels to place 
fingerlings directly into estuaries with optimal 
conditions for survivability. TPWD staff have stocked 
fingerlings directly into Big Pasture and Goat Island in 
East Galveston Bay, and Christmas Bay, Bastrop Bayou, 
Greens Lake, Nicks Lake and Salt Lake in West Galveston 
Bay. East Matagorda Bay has seen boat stockings 
directly adjacent to Brown Cedar Cut, the backside of 
Redhouse Reef and the southside of the spoil islands 
near Flounder Cut. And of course, the Laguna Madre 
Bay systems have seen their fair share of boat stockings 
in prime seagrass habitat as we highlighted in a video 
you can find under the news section of the CCA Texas 
website. September – November are typically great 
months for trout spawning in the hatcheries, so as 
TPWD enters the final months of their fingerling 
production season, you can expect that the trout 
stockings will substantially increase. 

The CCA Texas mission is to conserve, promote 
and enhance coastal resources for public benefit. We 
are proud to support TPWD Coastal Fisheries in their 
efforts to enhance our fisheries - $152,000 in donations 

STAR Redfish – 
Green Tag Division.

Figure 1: 2021 TPWD Coastal Stocking Totals through mid-September

STAR Redfish – 
Red Tag Division.
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Sea robins are a family of mostly benthic scorpaeniform 
fish. They share an order with scorpionfish and lionfish, 
which are renowned for their venomous fin spikes. While 
the sea robin doesn’t have venom like its cousins, it does 
have very pointy spines, used for self defense, sticking 
out of two dorsal fins on its body. The Scorpaeniformes 
Order is one of the five largest orders of bony fishes, 
with over 1,320 species. Scorpaeniform fishes mostly 
live on the sea bottom in relatively shallow waters and 
typically have spiny heads and rounded pectoral and 
caudal fins. Sea robins have elongated bodies with 
armored bony heads; a long, tapering tail section; and, 
as mentioned earlier, two dorsal fins. They are named for 
their large, fan-shaped pectoral fins, which are brightly 
colored in some species. These fins are further modified 
by three detached fin rays on the forward edge, which 
sea robins use to “walk” along the sea floor. During larval 
development, these rays separate from the rest of the 
pectoral fin, developing into “walking rays” that can flex 
and move independently like small fingers, complete 
with specialized muscles that allow them to serve as 
structural supports during underwater locomotion. 
They also aid in sensing mollusks, crustaceans, and other 
bottom-dwelling prey. Most sea robin species are about 
a foot to a foot-and-a-half long, the largest reaching 
just over two feet. Some species are covered with bony 
plates, while others just have everyday scales. Their 
topsides range from medium gray to reddish-brown; 

their undersides are quite pale by comparison. They have 
unusually thick skulls, which they use for digging in and 
around rocks, and many have bright blue eyes. 

There are more than ten sea robin species found 
along the Texas Gulf Coast, but the most common is 
the bighead sea robin, Prionotus tribulus. Like its name 
suggests, the bighead has a broad head, which tapers 
into a square snout. It is one of the armored varieties, 
and is more robust than most other sea robins, reaching 
lengths up to 14 inches. Dark pectoral fins with bright 
banding (and no spots), along with a slanted bar under 
the second dorsal fin distinguish the bighead from other 
sea robins. They are very common in bays throughout 
the Gulf of Mexico, often foraging over sandy or smooth-
pebbled substrate up to 600 feet deep. Sea robins, in 
general, spend most of their time on the sea floor; they 
are rarely seen near the surface.

Some other species you might encounter are the 
bandtail sea robin, Prionotus ophryas; the bigeye sea 
robin, Prionotus longispinosus; and the leopard sea 
robin, Prionotus scitulus. The bandtail reaches about 10 
inches and has, uniquely, a long filament on nostrils 
and fleshy tentacle above eyes. The bigeye reaches 14 
inches; its distinguishing features are white spots on a 
dark pectoral fin, and a white/black spot on one dorsal 
fin. The leopard reaches 10 inches, tends to be more 
slender than other local sea robins, and it is the only 
one with two dark spots on its first dorsal fin. (Other sea 

S T E P H A N I E  B O Y D

F I S H Y  F A C T S

SEA ROBINS

Bighead Searobin. 
Photo by Kevin Bryant.
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robins have one or zero spots.)
Another distinctive feature of the sea robin family is their 

vocalizations. They can produce a grunting sound by beating particular 
muscles against the swim bladder. Sounds similar to a frog’s croak, and 
has given them the nickname, gurnard (from the French, “to grunt”). 
Not to be confused with flying gurnards, a similar fish to sea robins, 
but lacking the walking rays on the pectoral fins, and although also a 
benthic fish, more commonly found near the surface than sea robins.

Sea robins tend to be more active at night in inshore waters, bays, 
and estuaries. They’re good swimmers, but they often “walk” along 
the bottom to hunt. Their sensitive walking rays let them move and 
manipulate small objects, as well as detect prey via chemoreception. 
They also use their head as a shovel to uncover small creatures. Sea 
robins will eat just about anything they find: crustaceans, shrimp, 
squid, mollusks, bivalves, amphipods, eggs, other fish, practically any 
bait, and even seaweed. Juveniles eat mostly the same food as the 
adults, but also copepods in large quantities. Not many creatures eat 
sea robins due to their pointy spines, but some shark species don’t 
seem to mind.

During mating season, sea robins produce a staccato call that is 
different than their usual grunting noise. Spawning occurs from late 
spring through early fall, peaking in July and August. Very few eggs are 
ripe at any one time, which is why the breeding season is so lengthy. 
Females lay their eggs over sandy areas. Fertilization is external. 
Eggs are buoyant, yellow, and less than one millimeter in diameter. 
They hatch in about 60 hours. The parents don’t stick around. Newly 
hatched larvae are between 2 mm and 3 mm long, and by the time 
they reach 6 inches, their walking rays have developed. Sea robins 
reach sexual maturity around 2 or 3 years old, and can live up to 11 
years, though they generally only reach about 8.

Many anglers consider sea robins a nuisance because they steal bait 
and are unpleasant to handle. However, they have firm white flesh that 
holds together well in cooking, making them well-suited to soups and 
stews. They can be broiled or baked, even harvested for caviar. They’re 
also used as bait for lobster traps and flatfish, handlines, pet food, and 
fertilizer. Sea robins depend on the estuary systems as a nursery for 
their larvae. As ever, increasing development and pollution results in 
the continual loss of valuable habitat. In addition, because their eggs 
float, they’re extremely susceptible to boat traffic. Luckily, all our local 
species are currently listed as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List. They 
probably have their unappetizing spiny features to thank.

Where I learned about sea robins, and you can too!

TPWD
tpwd.texas.gov/fishing/sea-center-texas/flora-fauna-guide/gulf-waters/
animals-of-the-gulf-waters/bighead-sea-robin
tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/didyouknow/coastal/amazingfish.phtml

Texas Marine Species
txmarspecies.tamug.edu/fishdetails.cfm?scinameID=Prionotus%20tribulus
txmarspecies.tamug.edu/fishdetails.cfm?scinameID=Prionotus%20ophryas
txmarspecies.tamug.edu/fishdetails.cfm?scinameID=Prionotus%20
longispinosus
txmarspecies.tamug.edu/fishdetails.cfm?scinameID=Prionotus%20scitulus

World Register of Marine Species
marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=159575#distributions

marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=276282#distributions
marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=159573#distributions
marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=159577#distributions

Fish Base
www.fishbase.se/Summary/FamilySummary.php?Family=Triglidae
www.fishbase.in/identification/SpeciesList.php?genus=Prionotus

IUCN Red List
www.iucnredlist.org/species/16781101/16782238
www.iucnredlist.org/species/196695/2474787
www.iucnredlist.org/species/16781047/16782213
www.iucnredlist.org/species/16781081/16782228
www.iucnredlist.org/species/190436/1951911

Animal Diversity Web
animaldiversity.org/accounts/Prionotus_carolinus/

Mexican Fish
mexican-fish.com/bighead-searobin/

Chesapeake Bay Program
www.chesapeakebay.net/S=0/fieldguide/critter/northern_searobin

Journal of Experimental Biology
journals.biologists.com/jeb/article/223/18/jeb227140/225876/Walking-on-
chains-the-morphology-and-mechanics

The Fishes of North Carolina
ncfishes.com/marine-fishes-of-north-carolina/prionotus-tribulus/

Wiley Online Library
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/jez.401

Island Ecology UNCW
sites.google.com/site/islandecologyuncw2015/aquatic-fauna/bigheaded-
searobin

Britannica
www.britannica.com/animal/sea-robin

College of William and Mary - Virginia Institute of Marine Science
scholarworks.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2533&context=etd

WhatsThatFish
www.whatsthatfish.com/fish/bighead-searobin/1963

The Jump
www.thejump.net/id/bighead-searobin.htm

Those Other Fish
thoseotherfish.wordpress.com/2012/07/15/bighead-searobin-fort-morgan-al/

Wikipedia
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triglidae
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorpaeniformes

Courtesy of the NOAA Office of Ocean 
Exploration and Research, 2017 American Samoa 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

METICULOUS PRESERVATION
Surf fishermen along the Texas coast endure the 
pervasive effects of a corrosive environment which 
inevitably reduces all their equipment to dust.  Vehicles 
take the brunt of the caustic abuse.  The minute a 4WD 
command center hits the beach, 
the sand begins to slip through 
the hour glass with seemingly 
sickening speed.  

The severity of the problem 
arises because the chariot is 
made of metal.  Our environment 
proves relentlessly hostile; nearly 
constant onshore winds transmit 
humid salt mist.  In essence, salt 
slowly eats steel.  The spread 
of rust on metal resembles 
metastasizing cancer; once it 
starts, it tends to compromise 
everything.  This scenario 
frightens all who observe it.  

With regular exposure to salty 
air, the process of deterioration 
accelerates.  A truck’s structural 
frame begins to rust and 

weaken.  Brake, fuel, and other high-pressure lines become 
extremely vulnerable to failure.  Everything from the axle 
and drive shaft to suspension parts can become critically 
unstable.  No magic substance will fully protect susceptible 

steel against the elements for 
an extended amount of time 
without consistent maintenance.  
However, with years of 
experience utilizing both new 
and used vehicles on the beach, 
I’ve discovered some preventative 
measures which increase the 
longevity of a coastal cruiser. 

Since people began driving 
down the beach, rust has been a 
concern.  Countless trucks have 
disintegrated over the last half-
century, under abuse from the 
salty coast.  The ghostly scraps of 
vehicle frames still haunt various 
beaches.  Long ago, regular 
beach-goers realized they had to 
fight back against the inevitable 
coming of the crust.  The most 

It doesn’t take long for the corrosive 
elements of the beach to reduce a 

truck to a rusted pile of junk.

The latest in powdercoating 
compounds promises longer 

life of many components.
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widely popular preventative measure has been the application of 
traditional rubberized undercoating.  This material, sprayed onto the 
frame and other places like control arms, leaf springs, hardware and 
other vulnerable parts, is fairly thick and offers substantial protection 
for people who visit the beach occasionally. 

For surf fishermen who earn a living at the beach, more protection 
proves necessary.  My vehicle stays basically parked on a beach for 
most of the year, absorbing abuse from the harmful elements almost 
constantly. Over the past three decades, I’ve run several beach trucks, 
each for an average of about four years.  My first two outfitted shark 

fishing trucks (with platforms) were classic Chevy Suburbans, both 
obtained used, the first with over 100,000 miles on it, the second 
with 70,000.  Both were in fairly good condition, free of rust when I 
acquired them.

I had the traditional undercoating treatment done to them soon 
after purchase.  The first gave me about four years of use before 
transmission failure and moderate rusting affected other functionality. 
Same thing happened with the second truck; even with constant 
maintenance of the undercoating, it started to fall apart fast, after I’d 
used it for about four years.  

My next truck, a new Toyota Tundra, 
performed for several years before it started 
to corrode.  I had the underside fully coated 
before it ever touched sand.  Since this was the 
first brand new vehicle I had  owned, I thought 
it would last longer than four years, if prepped 
properly right off the bat, particularly since 
Toyota trucks are known as workhorses.  But 
enough beach time will introduce any truck to 
the same fate.  Traditional undercoatings scratch 
off quite easily, creating weak points for rust to 
attack.  Eventually, everything from leaf springs 
to front-end components and both drive shafts 
had been replaced.  The frame was dissolving 
along with other essential components. 

After a few years with my Toyota, I could 
crawl underneath the truck and see rust in 
spots where no coating had been applied.    
Many spots were hard to reach, while 
others were in places no one thought about 
protecting. Eventually, corrosion reduced my 
truck to a crumbling pile of junk.  After five 

Five years of grueling beach 
service wreaks havoc on steering 

and suspension components.

My latest beach chariot has 
undergone meticulously self-

applied rustproofing in preparation 
for serious beach duty.

Badly rusted hydraulic 
brake line fitting spraying 

fluid…it never ends.
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years running a truck I absolutely loved, I was forced to upgrade again. 
I vowed this time to make things different.  I dived deep down the 

rabbit hole of research, talking with others to see what had worked 
for them in the battle against the elements.  After long consideration, I 
decided to apply my own protective features to the new truck.  I drove 
it straight from the dealer’s lot to my driveway, to prep it for application 
of the undercoating.  Instead of the traditional formula for my base, I 
selected boiled linseed oil.  Nick Meyer from Breakaway Tackle has used 
this substance for years with great success.  He correctly warned me 
the application process would be messy.  Ignoring the mess, I applied 
multiple coats over the course of a couple weeks.

I coated my vehicle’s metallic structure to the fullest extent, removing 
components like trim and wheel-well shields for full access.  Areas of 
the frame, suspension and front-end I thoroughly coated.  I also coated 
the entire underside of the truck’s bed, along with essential brake and 
fuel lines.  Every permanent, non-moving, non-flammable area received 
a meticulous coating.  Over the two week period, I sprayed three 
separate layers of linseed oil underneath the truck, creating a thick, 
tacky shell  to insulate the metal from exposure to oxygen.

But I didn’t stop there.  I removed many bolts and applied powder 
coating to their heads, also powder coated the entire rear tailgate 
assembly.  When I thought I was done with everything, I learned a 
revolutionary product had just hit the market.  This new product by 
Blaster, called Surface Shield, was initially developed to protect fully 
against corrosion up north, where they use salt on icy roads in the 
winter.  They claim their application protects for up to two years.  I 
fully coated areas from inside the front grill to the back bumper using 

roughly six cans of Surface Shield. 
I can now say this stuff is an absolute winner.  The lanolin based 

product doesn’t fully dry, but it does adhere extremely well to metal 
and other objects and stays on even when exposed to water.  This was 
verified to me recently when I drove cross-country for 500 miles in a 
non-stop monsoon, and the Surface Shield stayed on in fully splashed 
areas.  I still advise against using high pressure water for rinsing the 
vehicle after washing.  Rinsing with a light to moderate stream prevents 
the risk of compromising the protective coating and doesn’t blast 
sand and salt into remote nooks and crannies on the truck’s underside.  
Overall, exposing the metal on the truck to less water is better.

The best way to preserve a beach vehicle has long been a mystery.  
Unless a day comes when every piece of metal on a truck is either 
stainless steel or aluminum, we’ll always be seeking some way to protect 
our investments.  The optimal plan acknowledges a basic truth—if it 
can corrode, it will corrode. So we must cover everything with some sort 
of durable coating, including supply lines and electrical components 
on the underside of the truck.  In the end, going over the top on the 
undercoating works best in the eternal war against sand and salt.
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For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com

CHECKMATECHECKMATE

PENETRATES
2X BETTER

Competitors’ HooksTROKAR

WITH THE TK9 KAHLE HOOK
For Redfish, Speckled Trout 
and other Saltwater Species
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to replace pond liners and heat exchangers, seventeen summer 
internships in 2021 and numerous hours of volunteer service by CCA 
Texas members – these endeavors affect change, increase output and 
make a difference for coastal resources. This is who we are, this is what 
we do. Great job team!

Flounder Season Reminder
Back in May of 2020, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission (TPWC) 
adopted changes to flounder regulations in efforts to help the 
struggling population. You may remember that effective September 
2020, the minimum size was increased from 14 to 15 inches. At that 
same May meeting, TPWC voted in favor of a fall closure to allow 
spawning females to migrate to the Gulf, but they decided not to 
make that rule effective until 2021, citing consideration of economic 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. This rule change was likely 
forgotten by a few anglers, hence this reminder. 
Flounder Regulations
Daily Bag: 5 fish
Min Length: 15 inches 
Max Length: No limit
Daily bag is 5 fish except Nov 1 - Dec 14 (fishery closed; bag limit = 0).
Possession limit = the daily bag.

The TPWC also directed staff to: 1) move towards real-time reporting 
of commercial landings to ensure that all flounder landed under a 
commercial finfish license are reported to the department, and 2) 
further study a potential slot limit for the fishery to increase spawning 

biomass. In closing discussions, then Vice-Chairman (now current 
Chairman) Arch H. “Beaver” Aplin of Lake Jackson provided supportive 
comments on the continued need to provide some relief to the fishery 
through the flounder stock enhancement program. Shane Bonnot, CCA 
Texas Advocacy Director, provided comments to the commission citing 
concerns for the continued declines and need for action to conserve 
southern flounder. “CCA Texas appreciates the Commission taking 
action that considers what is best for the resource while remaining 
sensitive to the economic impacts that the current pandemic has had 
on recreational fishing guides, anglers and businesses supportive of 
the recreational fishing industry,” stated Bonnot. “Over the past 15 years 
our membership has donated over $1 million to support larval research 
and flounder stock enhancement. We are committed to continuing 
efforts that will improve this fishery and provide opportunities for the 
recreational angler.” You can find our full press release on the regulation 
changes, our article titled “One Fish, Two Coasts – Same Big Problem” 
and numerous other flounder resources on the CCA Texas website.  

So, from November 1 through December 14, you can fish for flounder, 
but you must let them go. Practice catch and release; Let them spawn 
during this critical part of their journey to the Gulf of Mexico.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

...continued from page 41.

@BatsonEnterprises

@TeamRainshadow batson@batsonenterprises.com

www.batsonenterprises.com

@BatsonEnterprises

@TeamRainshadow batson@batsonenterprises.com

www.batsonenterprises.com

ROD BLANKS

ENT

Team RainShadow’s Jameson Redding

Rainshadow’s new flagship blank series 
has arrived.  Batson Enterprises is proud 
to bring you Eternity RX10 rod blanks, 
the finest fishing instruments we have 
ever produced for discriminating bass, 
walleye, and inshore anglers.  We’re 
confident you’ll love fishing them as 
much as we do. 
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NEW

Yeti Rambler Travel Mug

Hardy Ultralite X Rod

Full Throttle Finance: 
We Finance the Fun!

With YETI’s new Rambler Travel Mug, rough waters 
are no longer the enemy. The Travel Mug is complete 
with a Stronghold™ Lid that’s backed with dual-slider 
magnet technology to keep your coffee full and 
worries away (as long as it’s closed). It’s also cupholder 
compatible with an elevated handle and slim design, 
so it slips into most cup holders without a problem.  Its 
travel-ready handle is engineered with kitchen-grade 
stainless steel to offer a firm grip just about anywhere.  

Designed and crafted to excel even in extreme 
conditions, the Ultralite X allows you to gain more casting 
distance and handle difficult-to-throw flies no matter the 
conditions. The Ultralite X is equipped with Sintrix NSX and is 
combined with a greater percentage of high-modulus carbon 
fiber for higher recovery rates to drive tight loops and throw 
articulated patterns with ease, making it faster than the standard 
Hardy Ultralite Rod. The more powerful butt section allows 
anglers to lift sunken lines, pressure large fish away from the 
structure and handle specialized fly lines with more aggressive 
tapers than the average rod can.(MSRP $850.00)

www.PureFishing.com/products/ultralite-x-rod-1523113

Full Throttle Finance offers financing for Recreational 
Boats, RV Campers, Motor Homes, Horse and Utility 
Trailers, Personal Watercrafts, Motorcycles, ATVs, and 
Side by Sides. If you can drive or ride it chances are 
we finance it. As a Full Throttle Finance customer 
you have the liberty to purchase from one of our 
partnered dealers or privately sold individuals. Our 
mission is to secure the best possible recreational 
loan so you can live life to the fullest. | 956-797-6789

www.FullThrottleFinance.com

www.Yeti.com/en_US/drinkware/tumblers/20oz/21071500665.html
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P R O D U C T S

Berkley Gulp! Saltwater Grub

Daiwa Boat Bag

Greys Tital Reel 

This favorite for all saltwater species is now available in a new 8-inch size for 
even more versatility. Berkley Gulp! creates 400 times more scent dispersion 
than the competition for a maximum strike zone, even when targeting the 
biggest fish. Scientifically proven to help anglers catch more fish thanks to the 
expanded strike zone that Gulp! scent dispersion provides. This revolutionary 
soft bait design features a proven tail action that will mimic real bait and swim 
with realism under any conditions. Ideal for targeting larger species, the Gulp! 
Saltwater Grub is ideal for rigging on a jig head or bucktail.

www.Berkley-Fishing.com/products/gulp-saltwater-grub-1285430

From top to bottom, Daiwa’s Boat Bag is meticulously designed and 
constructed of only the best materials. Beginning with the outer material, the 
Boat Bag features an incredibly durable and waterproof marine grade vinyl. 
Not water resistant, but waterproof. The marine quality, double-zippered top 
is further protected by a storm flap, enhancing the Boat Bag’s ability to repel 
water. Below, you’ll appreciate the non-slip, thick EVA padded bottom. The 
padding adds cushioning for more delicate items like a camera or smartphone. 
D-VEC BOAT BAG MEDIUM   15 x 11 x 10   GREY/BLUE   $49.99
D-VEC BOAT BAG LARGE       18 x 12 x 12  GREY/BLUE   $59.99

Daiwa.us/collections/accessories/products/new-d-vec-boat-bag-1

Greys made a splash with their new flagship fly reel, 
Tital, winning Best of Show at ICAST 2021. With its sleek 
industrial design and sealed carbon-disc drag, the Tital 
is as at home on the riverbank as it is on the beach. 
Constructed of high-quality bar stock aluminum and 
machine finished, the Tital is a great choice for both 
freshwater and saltwater situations and offers the modern 
fly angler a high-performance reel at a surprisingly 
accessible price point. The reel is equipped with a larger 
arbor design and simple spool release for an increased 
precision while fly fishing. (MSRP $225.25- $279.97) 

www.PureFishing.com/collections/greys-fly-fishing-
reels/products/tital-fly-reel-1310251
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After two consecutive days of grinding 
in a steady downpour, it was obvious 
that the trout bite in Sabine Lake had 
not improved as much as we had 
anticipated and the daily rains were 
not to blame.

Having miraculously dodged a 
direct hit from Ida and Nicholas, local 
anglers really felt like the storm surge 
from both storms would not only 
usher in more bait and higher salinity 
levels, but the larger trout as well. The 
two to three pound trout that have 
been holding on the beaches and the 
jetties are, however, apparently still 
holding there!

Local rainfall, with the exception 
of the Harvey disaster, is the norm 
this time of the year and as a rule, 

hurricanes hurt the fishermen more than the fishery. With both 
Rayburn and Toledo Bend lake levels currently very low, we at least got 

the full benefit of the incoming salt water.
We can’t even blame the absence of quality fish on the freeze that 

wreaked havoc on the lower coast. Our big fish were already gone and 
the smaller trout had time to slide off into nearby deeper haunts.

While we have yet to see the return of larger trout, there is no 
doubt that fish in the ten to fourteen inch class are just loving the 
more favorable water conditions. On a recent trip, we never fished 
the first flock of gulls and still caught thirty to forty trout, both 
drifting and wading.

One member of our foursome was intent on keeping five fish for a 
rare fish fry, but it never happened. The entire group caught only three 
Texas legal trout!

The exception to the difficulty of locating better fish in the lake has 
been the bite on the beaches and ship channel from Light House to 
the jetties. I don’t spend much time that far south, but I have a lot of 
friends that do and they are doing much better on two to three pound 
trout with an occasional four to five pound fish to boot. Best lures 
are really dealer’s choice, but the game is all about homesteading a 
promising spot on a tide change.

I have waded the beaches a few times following light north winds 
and that bite is addicting. Not only were the fish larger, but we never 

fished in water deeper than knee-deep. I was told that the clearer 
water and flatter surf increases your odds, but we caught fish in some 
pretty dirty water on the last trip.

Back to Sabine Lake. The silver lining to catching mostly 
undersized trout is that we are now catching them all over the lake. 
Fishing the birds is all but a guarantee that you will catch only small 
fish or a slot red crashing the party.

For that reason, even without cooler weather, we are already 
plying traditionally good fall areas with She Dogs, Fat Boys and 
Soft-Dines. It is also not unusual for a red shad Die Dapper or 5-inch 
rattail Assassin rigged on a one-eighth ounce head to out catch 
anything else.

The lake side of what remains of Sidney Island and the shoreline 
between Game Warden Cove and Willow Bayou continue to hold a 
lot of fish. That stretch of east shoreline has also yielded most of our 
keeper redfish.

Redfish have provided most of the fish fries for anglers buying into 
giving the trout a second and even third chance, but that bite has 
now slowed down a little as well. It is not so much due to fewer fish, 
but the fact that you have to work a little harder.

The surface schooling action has grown more infrequent, but 
we are now finding more fish running the rocks and flooded grass. 
That equates to more casts and time spent on the troll motor, but 
watching a red kick up mud and unexpectedly demolish your 
topwater lure is no less exciting.

I am also looking forward to enjoying a better than average 
flounder run as the water cools off and the migration kicks into gear. 
If it’s a shot at a flattie over five pounds you are looking for, I would 
fish live bait or a Gulp product in the ship channel or in the mouth of 
a bayou. For better numbers of smaller keeper size fish I would target 
marsh drains and Roseau lined points.

Don’t forget…when fishing with the kids it is as much about the 
bite as it is the size of the fish!

DICKIE COLBURN’S Sabine Scene

Dickie Colburn is a full 
time guide out of Orange, 
Texas. Dickie has 37 years 
experience guiding on 
Sabine and Calcasieu Lakes.

Telephone
409-883-0723
Website
www.sabineconnection.com
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Sabine

Redfish running 
flooded shorelines.

Know of a better way 
to start the day?
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TSFMAG.com   |   51



It’s hard to beat Matagorda in 
November if you love to hunt and 
fish. Very few places in this world 
offer world-class duck hunting in the 
morning and world-class trout and 
redfish action in the afternoon. What a 
blessing to live here and make a living 
doing what I love.

Duck season runs November 6 
through November 28 and reopens 
December 11 through January 30. 
Most days we will hunt the mornings 
and fish during the afternoons. If you 
are not a waterfowler, we have plenty 
of boats to get you on the water at 
dawn. However, if you like to point a 
shotgun and bend a rod the same day, 
November is the best opportunity.

Good numbers of fish will be in the 
Diversion Channel this month. It’s a 
lot like bass fishing - pitching baits to 

timber and fallen logs from previous river rises. Don’t be afraid to toss 
a topwater along the bank. Solid trout hang on the edge in 5-8 feet of 
water and will bang a Super Spook, Skitter Walk or She Pups.

Birds will work throughout the month over solid trout. East Bay, 
West Bay, Tres Palacios Bay, all are players and all will give up good 
catches of trout on topwaters and soft plastics. West Matagorda Bay 
has been hot for trout over shell while wading. Half-Moon Reef in West 
Bay is always good when the wind allows. This month soft plastics and 
topwaters are both a good bet and don’t be surprised to find birds 
working near the reef.

Bull redfish have been found along the beachfront. All the jetties 
are players as well. The Matagorda jetties are holding lots of redfish 
on cracked blue crabs, mullet, and fresh table shrimp. As always, this 
time of year encourages slot-sized redfish to school in bunches of two 
dozen or more along the grass line. Spots like Shell Island, Twin Island, 

Cut Off Flats and Zipperan Bayou near Matagorda are good spots. Mud 
Lake and Crab Lake are players along the shorelines with live shrimp.

Spots like Boiler Bayou, Don’s Pipeline and Alice are holding good 
numbers of Gulf trout. Their white fillets are perfect in ceviche and 
also battered and fried in peanut oil. We enjoyed an influx of sand 
trout in October and it really took the pressure off our speckled trout 
population. Many captains have been encouraging clients to keep 
sand trout for table fare and let the specks swim.

The Freeze of 2021 put a strain on our trout population and it’s up to 
us to be conservation-minded and release more than we take.

As with most November days, we will be duck or goose hunting 
the mornings and fishing the afternoons. Afternoon fishing is just as 
productive and there is no better place to dupe a trout on a topwater 
as the sun falls below the horizon. 

Again, please be mindful of our diminished trout population and 
consider catch and release. When birds are working and shrimp are 
jumping, it is easy to think there are “plenty of trout in this bay.”

The fact of the matter is: we have had some great trout-catching 
days in 2021, but we know, and TPWD’s population survey data proves 
that our numbers are down. We will eventually recover, but the rate of 
recovery will be determined by the attitudes and practices of anglers.

It has become a whole lot cooler to catch and release!

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

November’s Great Fishing and 
Waterfowl Hunting in Matagorda
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If you have been reading my articles 
over the years you probably already 
know that fall is my absolute favorite 
fishing season. I have to admit that 
a big part of this has to do with my 
sheer joy in seeing the hottest days of 
summer, that always seem to drag on 
forever, finally coming to an end. While 
summertime fishing is good, the heat 
can really take a toll on my not-so-
young (anymore) body and mental 
well-being. When we get those first 
couple of cool fronts life just seems to 
feel better overnight. Not only do I feel 
more invigorated but it seems the fish 
do too. I find the fish to feed much more 
aggressively and for longer periods in 
the cooler months. While the change in 
temperatures is what we will feel, there 
will also be changes in what we see.

If you aren’t familiar with the Port 
O’Connor/Seadrift area then you may 
not know that we have some of the 
best shallow back lake fishing anywhere 
on the Texas coast. Most of our back 

lakes are favorable for growing thick seagrasses of all varieties due to 
the fertile bottom soils. While these grasses have some very beneficial 
properties for all marine species, it can be downright difficult to fish 
during the summer months. Luckily, with fall’s cooler weather and 
shorter days, the grass will begin to diminish, setting the stage for 
fantastic back lake fishing. 

Why? Well, when the grass is at its thickest it can be almost 
impossible to work any lure effectively without snagging a bunch of 
grass. Even when we were able to entice fish to bite in thick grass, mats 
of floating grass would bunch on the line allowing the fish to shake the 
hook. Now, with diminishing grass, we are able to target sand pockets 
that we all know are excellent ambush points for gamefish when they 
are feeding. Sight-casting to shallow water fish will be less difficult 
as well with less grass for them to hide in. Also, look for water clarity 
to improve as the cooler water temperatures will mean fewer micro-

organisms such as algae and plankton in the water, allowing for better 
visibility of our targets. 

Other points to ponder this time of year are locations to fish. This can 
be a little tricky in November due to weather transitions. Depending on 
the frequency and severity of the cold fronts this month, anglers should 
be prepared to explore an array of available bottom compositions.  I 
expect that our sandy main bay shorelines will continue to hold a lot 
of potential, however sharp declines in water temperature following 
the passage of strong frontal systems can cause both trout and redfish 
to seek temporary refuge in sloughs and muddy-bottomed back lakes. 
These areas hold warmth better than hard sandy bottoms, and they 
warm up sooner after the front passes. A good way to learn whether 
fish might still be on hard sand bottoms is to search the area for baitfish 
activity. If you are fishing an area and are unable to detect baitfish 
jumping or swimming slightly below the surface, it is a pretty good sign 
that the gamefish have left the area, and you should look elsewhere. 

I also want to mention that fishing over oyster shell this time of 
year can be downright phenomenal. San Antonio Bay holds more 
oyster reefs than any angler could ever hope to cover in a single 
day, even several days for that matter. Unfortunately, we had very 
few opportunities to fish this entire bay region due to fresh water 
inundation from exceptional spring rainfall that continued through 
summer. But, now that Cedar Bayou has been reopened and gulf water 
is again pouring through the pass, I am very hopeful that salinity will 
return to more normal levels soon. I am unable to say for sure how 
long it will take for the trout to return to the reefs but the reopening of 
Cedar Bayou could certainly do great things for San Antonio Bay and 
the surrounding area.

One final note: I am unsure why but it seems I have been seeing more 
stingrays this year than ever in the past. For safety’s sake, please don’t 
go wade fishing without some type of stingray protection. ForEverlast 
Hunting and Fishing Products offers boots with stingray guards 
attached or, if you already have a pair of wading boots, they also offer 
the removable Ray Guard Shields for the low price of about $35. That’s a 
small price to pay for such good protection and peace of mind! 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Look to the Back Lakes When 
the North Wind Blows

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Shellie Gray was born 
in Port Lavaca and has been 
guiding in the Seadrift/Port 
O’Connor area full time for the 
past 19 years. Shellie specializes 
in wading for trout and redfish 
year round with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

Kat Unger with a 
beautiful fall redfish 
from the back lakes.

Kean Tonetti didn’t waste any time hooking 
up as soon as she jumped out of the boat.
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Call us for custom buildings and homes on your own property!

361-576-3825 Office | 361-576-3828 Fax
36 Hunters Circle, Victoria, TX 77905

www.RafterJConstruction.com

Barndominiums • Metal Buildings • Boat and Mini 
Storage • Metal Frame Homes • Commercial Buildings

“We contracted the construction of the TSFMag office 
building with Farrell Jackson. Jackson also built my son’s bay 
house here in Seadrift. We were completely satisfied with 
both projects…a professional and trustworthy contractor.” 
~ Everett Johnson | Editor/Publisher, TSF Mag

TSFMAG.com   |   55



gorging on mullet migrating out of the bay towards the gulf.  Just like 
a hibernating bear, they are putting on as much fat as they can to help 
get them through the winter, and this obsessive feeding nature works 
out well for us as anglers. Not only will they be unusually fat during 
this time, they will also start becoming very aggressive, which presents 
lots of opportunity for us to catch them on large plugs – Fat Boys and 
He Dogs by MirrOlure.  

Without a doubt my favorite days to fish will be the warming trends 
following cold fronts.  In fact, it is safe to say that pattern holds true 
for me throughout the winter as trout will naturally migrate to those 
shallow waters to warm up and feed throughout the season.  The 
one downside to warm-up days is that there is a better than average 
chance you will be dealing with high barometric pressure…but at 
least the trout will be where we expect them to be.  Finding them is 
never the issue on my boat, getting them to eat on high pressure days 
is a far greater challenge more often than not.  

Pre-front conditions can also be very good during the upcoming 
season. Unlike post-front and high pressure, the pre-front period is 
usually associated with low barometric pressure and this can send 
them into a heavy feed, right through the first hour of the north winds 
just blasting through us. I could fill every page in this magazine with 
experiences I’ve had when the front first hits and the bite goes off for 
the first hour of it.  That feed period is very real!  

Safety Reminder: If you happen to find yourself fishing in rapidly 
developing pre-front weather conditions and preparing to wade away 
from your boat, make damn sure your boat is secure by burying your 

Power-Pole deeply into the bottom and also setting out a Danforth or 
similar traditional type of anchor.  Don’t ask me how I know this.  

In some shape or form y’all are going to have to let me vent every 
month in my articles about the importance of releasing fish.  Any 
who have been reading my stuff over the years or perhaps know 
me personally are very much aware that I have an extreme passion 
for the quality of these bays and the gamefish we pursue.  Saying 
that, the freeze of February 2021 has set us way back.  As sportsmen, 
beneficiaries of God’s handiwork and stewards of the bay, we must all 
do our part to spread the message of catch and release during these 
critical stages of rebound.  

Lead by example, practice catch and release, and educate others to 
the importance of taking and maintaining that stance for the future. 
We are in a very critical time regarding the fishery and we MUST police 
ourselves; not waiting for TPWD to tell us what is right and wrong. We 
are out here every day and we know what needs to be done.  Check 
the egos at the door and lets all put the resource first.

Remember the buffalo!  -Capt David Rowsey

I sure hope y’all are enjoying some of these first 
cool fronts as much as I am.  Every year, it’s such a 
great relief to walk outside and feel the need for a 
light jacket.  Since the opening of dove season, I 
have enjoyed multiple bird hunts, fly fishing on the 
Yellowstone and Snake Rivers, ATVed the Grand 
Tetons, arrowed a management buck, caught 
some nice trout here at home, and getting ready 
to head to west Texas for blue quail. Life is good; 
fall makes it even “gooder.”  

Recent fronts have been setting the stage for 
the kickoff of the winter trophy trout season.  
November through May is what I consider 
trophy season.  The best month to catch a trophy 
fluctuates every year, and honestly, there is no 
way of knowing which winter/spring month will 
produce the most trophy fish. It has happened for 
me in every month mentioned.  

What I know for certain though, November is 
the earliest it will begin with any real consistency. 
One of the largest trout I caught last season 
(31.25-inches and 9-pounds) was just after 
Thanksgiving on a shallow flat that was warming 
after a good cold snap.  I have countless stories 
and memories of Novembers past when a similar 
scenario came together to put all that we love 
about winter trophy trout season in motion.  

In Baffin and the Upper Laguna, trout will be 
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David Rowsey has 30 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Great day on the Upper Laguna Madre

Ms. Taylor Fritz (soon 
to be Burch) with a 

respectable post-freeze 
trout that took a 5” Plum 
Bass Assassin. Released!
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Greetings from Port Mansfield! I am 
glad fall has arrived, glad for the 
cooler weather and excellent redfish 
opportunity that comes with it. I am 
glad for reduced boat traffic and fishing 
pressure on the fragile LLM. I’m glad 
that TPWD enacted emergency trout 
regulations, although I would have 
liked to seen more. I am glad that major 
tournaments this past summer like 
the Shallow Sport Owners removed 
speckled trout from their program. 

On the other hand I am saddened 
that snook season is drawing to a close. 
I would have never dreamed we’d catch 
so many after the freeze. I am also sad 
(more concerned actually) what to 
expect for big trout season that is fast 
approaching. I will never forget what I 

witnessed following the freeze. You cannot remove thousands of large 
female trout from the LLM and not see and feel the void. 

There are distinct differences in fishing guides. There are some that 
bet on who will be first back at the dock with a limit. Others work 
hard all day to fill the box with all that the law allows. Some can’t 
wait to arrange the catch in neat rows across the bow for posting on 
social media. I understand all of it. I too made stringer-shots back in 
the day, but those days are long gone. 
My guiding journey has led me to a 
place I would have never guessed, a 
complete paradigm shift that I call “the 
evolution of the angler.” 

As I guide more and spend more 
days on the water, I rarely find myself 
just fishing for “fish.” What does that 
mean? I would say that 95% of the 
time when I fish with clients they will 
be set up and focused for a fish of 
a lifetime. The other 5% of my time 
consists of demos, videos, and media 
related content for KWigglers YouTube 
channel, along with my unwavering 
commitment to my sponsors.

Capt. Ernest and I recently conducted 
a three-day women-only fish camp 
(Texas Women Anglers) where we taught 
five women anglers everything we could 
about fishing and all that comes with it. 
The first day was in the classroom; the 
science behind fishing, knot tying, gear inspection and maintenance, 
lure selection and, most importantly, stewardship of the resource. 
On day two we took the classroom to the water; safe boat operation, 
effective wading techniques, hook removal, fish cleaning, etc. The 
women gained a general understanding on the “how” and “what” to 
do while on the water, and we caught a lot of fish, mostly reds. Deep 

down though I knew we could do better. 
That evening over a fine meal we studied the winds, tides, and 

lunar phase for our third day. I call it my fishing equation. I made the 
suggestion, based on the information at hand, “What say we try for 
something epic tomorrow?” I reminded them we could repeat today’s 
redfish action, but let’s consider something bigger. I knew that based 
on conditions where we could go to set us up for just that. All the 
women grinned from ear to ear and said – “Let’s do it!” It is my belief 
they were eager for this “shift from a likely outcome” because of the 
classroom presentation and our message throughout the course. 

We set out bright and early with one of the women at the helm of 
my 24’ Shallow Sport Classic powered by my 300hp Mercury ProXS. 
They hit the water and set up perfectly, all in a straight wading line, 
all equally spaced. They kept looking up at the moon and you could 
tell they were eagerly awaiting its drop to the horizon. As it did one 
of the women hooked up. Her rod bowed deeply and I recognized 
the tell-tale whitewater headshake we all hope to see. A 27-plus 
trout came to hand. That magnificent fish was tagged for Harte 
Research Institute and released after a quick photo session. What a 
treat it was. Stay tuned to the KWigglers YouTube channel for the full 
video coming soon. 

Moving into fall I will stay in the shallow stuff. Bait will be super 
active and redfish will keep us busy. I’m hoping we will also pull some 
good trout from those redfish schools. When I slide off the boat each 
morning I will have a topwater on one FTU GT-II Green Rod and a 
KWigglers soft plastic on the other, each paired with Shimano reels.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Previously Hooked Redfish Eats Again

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com
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Port 
Mansfield

Kyra Hudson with a 
very nice trout during 
the TWA Fish Camp.

Steve Lyon with his 
first-ever snook, and 
what beauty it was!
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The time of the year I so much 
look forward to has finally arrived. 
November for me is all about cooler 
days, cooler water temps, and 
aggressive feeding patterns. Speaking 
of cooler temperatures, I am excited 
about my new Simms G4Z waders. This 
is my first with the zipper-front and the 
ease of getting into them, the comfort, 
and breathability are absolutely 
second to none. 

Over the years, I have found that 
consistency in finding and catching 
fish is best accomplished by studying 
and understanding fish movements 
and feeding patterns. Several factors 
influence movement and one of 
the main ones is seasonal water 
temperatures. Fish will move to 
different depths and areas to acquire 
desired temperatures and an onboard 

water temperature gauge is a great tool. November water temperatures 
will be generally very favorable all across shallow grass flats, so expect 
fish to remain skinny even in the middle of the day. 

The second factor we must always consider is the availability of a 
reliable food source. Fish will stage near bait concentrations and when 
the bait moves they follow. 

Third on the list is pressure. Boat traffic and fishing pressure often 
determine how long fish will hold in a particular area. 

Fourth is tide movement and prevailing currents. 
Think of an elevator moving up and down inside 
a tall building. The same principle applies to fish 
movements, but instead of vertical, it’s horizontal. 
The tide pushes bait throughout our bays. So, 
following the bait movements, you can bet speckled 
trout and redfish will be in close proximity. 

These are some of the factors you can begin to 
observe and there are certainly others, but paying 
attention to the ones I’ve mentioned will get you 
started in the right direction toward being consistent 
in your catching this fall.

Redfish catches have been strong the past six weeks. Consistently 
calm winds in early morning have been helpful in revealing their wakes 
in shallow water as we motor across the flats. Seeing such plentiful 
numbers is a sure sign that at least our reds made it through the 
February freeze in good shape. 

We have noticed that redfish are starting to school in some areas but 
we also continue to see considerable numbers of singles and smaller 
pods. Based upon these observations I predict that redfish will continue 
staging in shallow water through November. Barring any significantly 
cold weather, of course, they should however return to the flats after 
the fronts pass. 

Small topwaters should continue to be effective throughout the 
month although a chilly period might drive them a bit deeper and 
that’s when our KWigglers Ball Tails will really shine. I normally rig these 
on 1/8-ounce jigheads but, depending depth, I might switch up to 
1/4-ounce to keep it low in the water column..

Trout fishing continues spotty at best, but the good news is that 
we have been catching more trout recently than the previous two 
months combined. We are finding them mostly in thigh to waist deep, 
and almost always adjacent to even deeper water. Catches continue 
to include many undersize fish and you can bet I have been preaching 
careful handling as they are the future of our fishery. A limit of keepers 
can be caught in a few isolated areas, but the majority of my clients have 
decided to practice full catch and release to help boost the recovery. This 
is solely their decision and I applaud their conservation efforts. 

Cooler water temperatures should contribute to better trout fishing 
overall but I’m not expecting numbers anywhere near what we saw in 
Novembers past. We have recently found a few upper-slot specimens 

but these have been very few and very 
far between. Only time will tell how the 
winter trophy season will play out, and I 
will certainly be encouraging full catch and 
release to the extent possible.  

Go-to baits and methods of late have been 
KWigglers Ball Tails and Willow Tails on 1/8 
and 1/4-ounce jigheads presented in the 
lower portion of the water column. This trout 
pattern should continue through November.  

Much of November’s weather will be 
picture-perfect and suitable for long days 
on the water, which is a great contrast from 

the hot days of late summer. Boat traffic will become lighter as many 
sportsmen take their efforts to the fields and deer blinds. Keep in mind 
that wader season will soon be upon us and it is always wise to check 
for leaks before heading out on a cool morning. If by chance you’re 
considering new waders, I highly recommend the Simms brand. 

Happy Thanksgiving!

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Big Trout! Lady Angler Demonstrates 
Proper Release Technique

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.

Arroyo 
Colorado 
to Port 
IsabelC
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Texas Women Anglers rounding 
out their learning with catching.

Texas Women 
Anglers 

participant 
Joana Gaitan 

with a personal 
best trout.
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Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
James mentions a variety of potentially productive options which work 
well in November in the Galveston Bay system. “We usually have working 
birds, and we also start catching fish in the muddy streaks in the clear 
water out in the middle this time of year. Of course, wading in the coves 
and on the reefs can be productive too, as can the grassy flats near the 
ICW. Right now, the fish are somewhat concentrated over here in my part 
of the world. With all the fresh water in Upper Galveston and Trinity bays, 
we’ve got more fish. And some quality fish too. We had several three 
and four pounders today. This should remain true throughout most of 
the fall, and the potential for catching bigger trout tends to get better as 
the weather cools off some more. I like to throw old school 51 and 52M 
MirrOlures a lot this time of year. The Catch 5s and other slow-sinking 
twitch baits work great too. Basically, this is a month when you can pretty 
much catch ‘em how you want to. Fishing out of the boat is good when 
it’s calmer; wading works better when the wind blows harder.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
The action along shorelines in the back of both Trinity and East 
Galveston bays is often excellent in November, Jim says. “When the 
weather’s warm and tides are high, the fish will usually be right in the 
marshes, or very close to the shorelines. We usually catch ‘em good on 
topwaters and twitch baits in conditions like that. If strong fronts bring 
tide levels and water temperatures down, the fishing can be better in 
the deeper guts in the marshes, also around the mouths of the drains 
leading into the main bay, especially while the water is dumping out 
and creating strong currents. Action is often better on soft plastics in 
these situations, but topwaters still produce well at times too. During 
the calm lulls between fronts, if the tide is low, fishing is often better 
out in the middle, over a muddy bottom, close to the reefs. In those 
situations, birds are often working. Some of the trout under the birds 
this time of year can be pretty big. Other schools will be all dinks. 
Another great thing about this time of year is the start of duck season. 
As always, I’ll be fishing during the week and hunting weekends.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
November’s cooler weather causes things to change significantly 
for Randall, when he’s fishing the area around San Luis Pass. “Water 
temperatures tend to be a real key this time of year. If the water 
falls below about 65° and stays there, the trout and reds tend to 
move deeper and are pretty stubborn about moving back into the 
shallows. If this happens, I find the fishing best out of the boat, around 
structures like reefs in the main bays, or adjacent to the ICW, where we 
usually key on slicks, mud stirs and rafted mullet. Soft plastics rigged 
on three-eighths or even quarter-ounce jigheads produce more bites 
than anything else in this situation. The same temperature level also 
puts the flounder on the move, and fishing for them can be really 
good in the guts funneling them into the Gulf. If the weather’s a little 
warmer, the fishing around reefs and on shorelines in the backwater 
areas can be really good, especially for slot reds and bigger than 
average trout. Since most of the shrimp are usually gone by now, we 
throw mostly slow-sinking twitch baits like Paul Brown Lures to imitate 
piggy perch and finger mullet in such a situation.”

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Charlie Paradoski – 713.725.2401
Charlie mentions a variety of cool options for anglers headed to the 
Matagorda area in November. “The cooler weather really sets us up 
for some hot fishing in a bunch of places this month. If tides are high 
and the cold fronts are running mild, fishing for big trout and reds 
in the coves in East Bay can be really good. When we’re doing that, 
we throw topwaters and twitch baits most of the time, and we stay 
close to the shoreline grass. If the tide dumps out some after stronger 
fronts, fishing out in the middle of East Bay is usually more productive, 
in places around the main bay reefs, where the bottom is muddy, 
with some scattered shell. Out there, we like to throw soft plastics 
more than the other lures, adjusting our jighead size to match the 
conditions, so we can maintain regular contact with the bottom. The 
lower tides will also favor fishing the guts in the coves in West Bay 
for reds. When tides get scratchin’ low, they tend to stack up in those 
areas. If we don’t have too much rain, fishing in the Colorado River can 
also be good for both trout and reds.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
In November, we’ll be focusing our efforts mostly in the local rivers 
and on flats adjacent to them, searching for signs of bait like schools of 
mullet to help us find the trout and redfish. The Colorado, Tres Palacios 
and Lavaca rivers all have great potential in the Thanksgiving month. 
When fishing the rivers, we like to troll along the bank and throw DSL 
lures in purple rain and chicken of the sea rigged on three-eighths 
ounce heads along the ledges. The fish normally hit the lure on the 
fall. When we leave the confines of the rivers, we usually throw Paul 
Brown FatBoys in pearl/chartreuse and pearl/black. Often, after cold 
snaps, the shallow water on the flats warms up faster than the water in 
the rivers themselves. The catching under the lights in South and East 
Bay in Palacios is also good this time of year, as is the seawall from the 
Baptist Encampment down to the harbor. Tandem spec rigs in glow 
and pink work well to catch trout under the glare of the lights. Overall, 
this time of year is among the best for allowing us to escape from the 
crowds and catch lots of fish too. 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
For the most part, fishing in November is much the same in the Port 
O’Connor as it is in October, with plenty of fish in the shallower coves 
and lakes lying on the south side of the main bays. “We usually have 
good fishing in the shallower parts of the bays this time of year, 
especially if the weather is warm for November. As long as the tide 
stays high and it’s not too cold, we’ll be targeting trout and reds over 
grassy, muddy flats with some scattered shell, throwing topwaters 
and twitch baits quite a bit. We start to lose some of our shrimp this 
month, and that generally makes the lures which look like little fish 
work better. If the cove and lake pattern sets up well during the 
warmer stretches of weather, things can get even better when we do 
get some colder snaps. When that happens, usually towards the end 
of the month and beyond, the tide falls out of the remote sections of 
the bays, making for good fishing around the mouths of the coves and 
cuts leading into the lakes, especially on a relatively cold, sunny day, 
when warm shallow water flows out of the lakes late in the afternoon.”

FISHING REPORTS     AND FORECASTS
from Big Lake to Boca Chica
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Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
Blake eagerly awaits the beginning of November every year, as it 
signals the officials start of his cast and blast season. “I’ll start working 
the back lakes and marshes this time of year, setting up for duck hunts 
early in the mornings, shooting until the birds stop flying or we get 
our limits, then fishing our way out. Some years, the fishing for reds 
is really good in the remote parts of our bays where we hunt ducks. 
This year, after the freeze, that doesn’t seem quite as likely. If I’m not 
seeing enough reds in the air boat running in and out of the marshes, 
I’ll spend more time wading main bay shorelines, in water about thigh 
deep or so, concentrating on areas with a mix of mud and grass or 
sand and grass on the bottom, mostly throwing close to the bank. 
We catch some pretty nice trout most Novembers working this drill. 
Topwaters can work well at times, but soft plastics like dark Norton 
Sand Eels with chartreuse tails probably produce better on average, 
unless conditions are just right. It’s a great time to be in the Coastal 
Bend, with cool, dry air and lots of productive options.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
With the arrival of cooler air and water temperatures in November, 
the time for bringing out the breathable waders and checking 
them for leaks has come. On most days this month, wading wet is 
uncomfortable. This is also a good time to check out the condition 
of the ForEverLast RayGuards, which should be worn at all times by 
wading anglers. Traffic is normally light on the water this month, as 
many folks head out to the fields, forests and marshes, to go hunting. 
The trout will be feeding on perch, mullet and shrimp in three to four 
feet of water, so it’s a great time to throw the slow-sinking twitch 
baits like the MirrOlure Catch 5, in colors like CHBL. Bass Assassin 
Die Dappers in natural colors and dark colors with chartreuse tails 
also stir up a lot of action. On warm days, the fish tend to move a bit 
shallower in the afternoon, and four-inch Bass Assassin Sea Shads 
work better. Sight-casting opportunities for red and black drum in 
less than fifteen inches of water still happen on a daily basis this 
month. Fish-bites in the shrimp flavor rigged on sixteenth-ounce 
jigheads work best for this drill. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
The arrival of consistently cooler weather in November brings some 
changes to the fishing in the Upper Laguna Madre and Baffin Bay, 
Joe says. “We normally start to get some stronger fronts this month, 
and the fish begin to react to the lower water temperatures. Some of 
the trout will retreat to the ICW and the channels that connect it with 
the shallow flats in the lagoon and in NightHawk Bay, and fishing for 
them along the edges of the ditches can be productive this time of 
year. Lots of hovering, diving gulls and terns will usually indicate the 
productivity of that pattern. When fronts are cold enough, the fish will 
stay in the deeper water for a while, then come out all at once, headed 
to the shallows. One of the best places to catch them then is on the 
King Ranch Shoreline. The mats of dead, rotting grass there soak up 
sunlight on post-front days, warming the shoreline flats. Fishing is 
usually best late in the afternoons when that happens. Of course, this 
is a great month to target flounder in areas close to the JFK Causeway 
Bridge too, when water temps fall below 65 degrees or so.” 

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 
November is typically regarded as the most productive month for 
fishing the Texas surf. PINS anglers are blessed with a great variety 

of species to target: multitudes of frenzied jack crevalle, Spanish 
mackerel, bluefish, some late migrating tarpon, to name a few. The 
mullet migration is in full swing, but anglers gathering bait must 
adhere to the seasonal 12-inch maximum length limit when netting 
them. Live mullet between about six and ten inches make outstanding 
bait for all the species mentioned, also for smaller sharks. Fronts will 
likely become more frequent and severe this month, so anglers are 
advised to wait two days after a north wind passes to allow for the 
best fishing and driving conditions. Expect good numbers of 
black-tip and bull sharks to cruise the shallows, feeding 
on mullet. Wading anglers should exercise caution, stay 
alert and move closer to shore when sharks appear, 
though the predators aren’t usually aggressive 
toward humans when focused on taking the mullet. 
Large tiger sharks also roam the surf, looking 
to feed on jacks. November is a 
great time to hit the beaches, with 
generally light crowds. The wise 
remain vigilant of the weather to avoid 
becoming stranded by storm tides.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
In November, fishing can be outstanding both before and after fronts 
pass, even under a full moon. Drifting and wading both produce good 
catching, depending on the conditions. We throw soft plastics a lot 
this time of year, mixing in a few topwaters and Paul Brown FatBoys, 
mostly when we’re wading. Down south, the area between the ICW 
cabins and the Saucer is usually a productive place to start. All of West 
Bay, including Peyton’s and the spoils near Bennie’s Shack also hold 
plenty of fish. Up north, I like to fish the west shoreline when winds 
allow, especially the stretch between Century Point and the Mottes. 
We often find birds working around the spoils close to the Land Cut, 
across from Gladys Hole. On the east side, I like to target fish in the 
potholes between Butcher’s and Dubb’s islands. The area between 
Dubb’s and the Game Warden Shack is among my favorite haunts this 
time of year. KWiggler Willow-tails in the new wig-a-lo color work great 
lately for both trout and reds, rigged either on standard or weedless 
heads, eighth-ounce. Best color depends on water clarity; natural color 
work better in clear water, dark with light tails better in murky water.

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
With temperatures falling and tides rising, our fishing has transitioned 
into fall patterns. Fishing for trout has improved significantly over the 
last couple weeks, though it’s still not equal with historical averages. 
Despite the cooler temperatures, we’re still finding most of our trout 
in water about belly deep, where we find lots of large sandy potholes 
in the grass. KWiggler Ball-tail Shads in plum/chartreuse rigged on 
eighth-ounce screw-lock jigheads work well to earn strikes. Lately, a 
fairly fast retrieve with pauses mixed in after a few pops of the rod-
tip to let the lure drop to the bottom have worked best. We’ve still 
been catching lots of reds, finding them tight to shorelines or on the 
shallow parts of spoil islands, where we see plenty of signs of active 
bait, mostly mullet schooling and moving fast just under the surface. 
Small topwaters like Spook Juniors work well early in the mornings; 
later in the day, the reds move off the spoils and shorelines, out to 
three or four feet of water, and Ball-tail Shades on eighth ounce heads 
in natural colors like bone diamond worked slowly, in close proximity 
to the bottom, work much better to catch them.
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Eddie Garcia 
Laguna Madre - 28” redfish

Collin Peterson 
Bastrop Bay - 27.5” 7 lb trout

Matthew Walla 
West Galveston Bay - 28” redfish

Carson Zoller 
Chocolate Bay - 22” first keeper redfish!

Hayes Ledger 
19” trout

Rachel Gleason 
Port Mansfield - 9 lb redfish

Robert Gleason 
Port Mansfield - 9 lb redfish

Darren Grizzle 
Matagorda - 31” redfish
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Mary Evans Cravens 
Port O’Connor - 31” redfish

Lydia Muniz 
Lower Laguna Madre - 21” redfish

Salvador Avalos 
Tres Palacios Bay - 27” redfish

Richard, Destry, & Juan 
Tres Palacios Bay - 17” red, triple catch CPR

Arnold Avalos 
Tres Palacios Bay - 27” personal best red! CPR

David Nickle 
Galveston Bay - 28” redfish

Joseph Hagar 
Galveston ship channel - 23” sheepshead
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INGREDIENTS
2 eggs, beaten 
2 cups milk 
2 cups seasoned croutons 
8 ounces shredded cheddar cheese 
1 tablespoon dried minced onion 
1/8 tsp. cayenne pepper
1 tablespoon dried parsley 
1 pound fresh crabmeat 
salt and pepper to taste 
1/4 cup grated parmesan cheese 

PREPARATION
1. Preheat oven to 325° F. Lightly grease a medium sized baking dish.

2. In large bowl, combine eggs, milk, croutons, cheese, onion, and parsley. 
Gently fold in the crabmeat. Season with salt and pepper. Spoon into 
the prepared baking dish and sprinkle with parmesan cheese.

3. Bake one hour or until a knife inserted into center of casserole comes 
out clean. Serve immediately.

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530
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Crab Casserole
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catfoam.com 1-800-595-1880

Fast/Affordable
Risk Mitigation

No Heavy Equipment
Convenient
Environmentally Friendly

Benefits:

Porches & Stoops
Driveways
Sidewalks

Pool Decks & Patios

Bulkhead & Seawall Repair
The Deep Foamjection™ process will create a solid barrier 
preventing future erosion and degradation of sea wall/
bulkhead sub structure.  

Before

After

Concrete Lifting: 
Drill.

Pump.

Patch.

www.ScienceAndTheSea.org 
© The University of Texas Marine Science Institute

Science
Seaand the TM

Perhaps you’ve heard of animals that can regrow lost body parts, like 
sea stars growing new arms or lizards regrowing tails. Now scientists 
have learned of sea slugs that can regenerate an entire body from just a 
head. And that’s just one of the unique features of these slugs. 

 

Sacoglossans, also known as “solar-powered sea slugs,” are a group of 
sea slugs and sea snails that feed on algae. Some sacoglossans digest 
the algae to get energy, but a handful store and use chloroplasts from 
the algae. Chloroplasts are structures inside algae and plant cells that 
use the sun’s energy to grow, through the process of photosynthesis. 
So instead of getting energy by digesting food, as other animals do, 
these slugs steal the algae’s chloroplasts and use them to make food, a 
phenomenon called kleptoplasty. “Klepto” means to steal, and “plasty” 
refers to chloroplasts. You might say, these slugs are like comic book 
villains who steal another character’s superpower.

But the slugs have a superpower of their own—regeneration. Scientists 
have observed that certain solar-powered sea slugs can shed their 
body, move their heads about to find and munch on algae, and then 
regenerate their heart within a week, and a complete new body in just 
three weeks. Researchers suspect the solar power that comes from 
kleptoplasty may be what enables these sacoglossans to regrow entire 
bodies from just their heads. 

Scientists are now working to understand why these sea creatures might 
ditch their body to regrow another. One hypothesis is that leaving the 
body behind gets rid of parasites—a seemingly extreme 
maneuver that is only possible for a creature with dual 
superpowers.

Dual Superpowers

Solar-powered sea slugs can regenerate their bodies from only a head. 
Credit: Richard Zerpe, Wikimedia, CC-BY-SA-2.0
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

There are many reasons why 
electrical systems fail. In our world, 
the primary source is the corrosive 
effect of saltwater. The jackplate 
relays in the accompanying photos 
are prime examples. 

The electrical relays had been 
installed in the rearmost starboard 
hatch, at about mid-height on the 

sidewall, supported with a cable tie screwed to a bulkhead. Seawater 
can enter the compartment in several 
ways. Most obvious would be a 
missing or loose drain plug when the 
boat is in the water. The other two are 
less obvious. 

Water can also enter the 
compartment through the hatch 
cover if not securely fastened and 
sealed when launching, and also when 
anchored stern to the sea; we see this 
often with hydraulic anchor systems. 
The most overlooked is a faulty or 

deteriorated boot covering the rigging tube at the deck surface. The 
rigging tube acts as a funnel, draining water from the deck into the 
compartment.  

The best method to correct this is to relocate the jackplate relays 
under the engine cowling or the boat’s console. This requires 
lengthening the circuits with appropriately sized cable. 
Have a safe and fun fall season!
Chris Mapp
Coastal Bend Marine | Port O’Connor, TX
 coastalbendmarine.com | 361-983-4841

PREVENTING ELECTRICAL SYSTEM FAILURES

Shown here are relay covers, that when properly 
fitted to the green seals on the actual relay 

connection blocks provide protection from the 
elements… but not when they become submerged 

due to improper placement in storage hatches.
Close-up view of corrosion.
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TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters

PESCADO PARK
RV PADS & 
BOAT STORAGE

Baffin Bay
near Kaufer-Hubert Boat Ramp

DAN WARD
832-860-4600 dwpb@comcast.net
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SOLD EXCLUSIVELY AT

This rod is great for saltwater 
trout and redfish fishing and is 
made with a 1-piece construction 
for long-lasting use. The cork 
handle allows for secure,  
comfortable casting and  
retrieving, while the rubber butt 
cap helps you reel in tough fish.

Available in
Casting & Spinning

Models

TM

FOR YOUR NEXT
BE PREPARED  

FISHING
EXCURSION
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