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IN
THIS
BATTLE,
YOU
NOW
HAVE
THE
ADVANTAGE
OF
SHOCK
AND
AWE.

Best Saltwater Reel
ICAST 2020

The next generation of our workhorse 
spinning reel, the new PENN® Battle® III 
now features our proprietary CNC Gear™ 
Technology for ultimate durability, and
the proven HT-100™ Carbon Fiber Drag
System for ultimate control during the
fight. Available in nine different sizes, from
1000 to the new 10,000, and in select high 
speed models, it can handle any situation.
The new Battle® III. Fish won’t know what
hit them. PENN. LET THE BATTLE BEGIN.

©2021 Pure Fishing, Inc.
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What began as another beautiful South 
Texas sunrise over Baffin Bay ended 

with angler Peyton Chilcoat landing the 
best speckled trout of his young career. 
Peyton was wading with brother, Parker 

Chilcoat, who captured the image shortly 
before he released his trophy to continue 

swimming and spawning in Baffin. 
Kudos to the Chilcoat brothers for their 
sportsmanship and conservation ethics.
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I have mentioned in this column several times 
the plight of Texas oysters. Unlike finfish and 
other species, the task of managing oysters is 
complicated by the fact that oysters cannot flee to 
escape poor habitat conditions – excessive salinity, 
fresh water inundation, algal blooms, etc. Neither 
are they capable of migrating to more favorable 
habitat when fishing pressure becomes disruptive 
to their feeding and spawning patterns. Oysters 
thrive best on reefs and other hard substrate upon 
which their larvae can attach and grow. Reefs form 
as successive generations join these communities, 
eventually adding their own shells, and thus the 
reef continues to expand and provide additional 
habitat for the next generation.

You’ve likely seen newscasts with commercial 
oystermen protesting TPWD’s most recent 
management efforts. I believe it’s safe to say we 
have just witnessed the shortest oyster harvest 
season ever in Texas’ major oyster-producing bays. 
The reasons are several, not the least of which are 

a succession of droughts, floods, and exceptional harvest pressure.
Oyster harvest in Texas is accomplished by dragging dredges along 

and across reefs. This method is known to break up the reefs, but under 

“normal” harvest activities the reef manages to reconstruct and sustain 
itself. However, that process is disrupted when dredging activity is great 
enough to completely flatten the vertical relief of the reef and scatter all 
the remaining shell, a situation that has reached critical mass in several 
mid-coast bays. The likelihood for the reefs to recover naturally is very dim 
and manmade reconstruction is prohibitively expensive in many cases. 

The commercial oyster industry is caught in a quandary – whether to 
continue harvesting the way they always have, or listen to the science 
(TPWD and others) and allow the resource to recover. Oysters provide 
many benefits besides a food delicacy. The habitat they provide to finfish 
and a host of invertebrate species, along with redirection of currents and 
shoreline stabilization are chief among these. Even amid protests and 
threats of lawsuits, the majority of public opinion lies solidly on the side 
of conservation of this resource. The time has come for Texans to decide 
what we value most, healthy bays and vibrant fisheries or another dozen 
on the half shell. I therefore encourage all Texas anglers to call or write 
their local and state elected officials to enlist their support in further 
conserving this precious resource before it is too late. 

In closing I want to congratulate all the anglers who have adopted 
catch and release of speckled trout in the middle and lower coast bays. 
Your efforts are definitely paying dividends. Our fisheries are far from 
fully recovered but we’re heading in the right direction.   

EDITORIAL
OYSTER MANAGEMENT: 
A CONSERVATION QUANDARY

May Issue 
Highlights

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.
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Ancil Mitchell caught and 
released this thick trout as late-
afternoon tides rose and mullet 
moved up tight to the shoreline.



W
inter took forever to get here and seemed like it took even 
longer to get out of town.  This delay in normal seasonal change 
caused trout to stay in their cold-weather patterns longer than 
expected. Since December we’ve caught the majority of our fish 
over primarily mud and shell bottoms near deep water. Because 
of the frequency of cold fronts, water temperatures hovered 

in the mid-fifties most of the time even as we entered the first day of spring on March 20th. 
Now that fronts are becoming less frequent water temperatures are ranging from low-
60s to near 70° some days. As a result trout are becoming more scattered with little or no 
predictability to their patterns. This is especially true for our Upper Coast bays.

With warmer nighttime temperatures trout and redfish typically pull up on shallow flats 
in the evenings and become easier targets at the crack of dawn the following morning.  
However, we’ve had many days with extremely low tides keeping this strategy from being 
very reliable. Not only have the lunar tides created a negative pull but late fronts generating 
stiff northerly winds and high barometric pressure have exaggerated low water levels. 
Relentless high winds have added insult to injury by muddying the water.    

Speaking of tough conditions, I recently attended the captains meeting for The Saltwater 
Legend Series that was held out of Harborwalk Marina in Hitchcock, Texas. It was a two-day 
event where some of the top anglers on the entire coast competed for some hefty payouts 
and prizes. The anglers were greeted with northwest winds gusting to nearly 30 mph on the 
first day of the tournament. The second day consisted of that dreaded super low tide and 
post-front high pressure bluebird sky scenario that can humble even the best of the best. 
Speaking of “the best,” it was awesome to get to be in the same room with many of these 
future “Legends.”  It was even more gratifying to get the opportunity to visit with some of 
them and hear their perspective on modern day trout fishing, how it compares to years past, 
and their genuine interest in conservation.  It was very refreshing to say the least.   

Changing
PATTERNS

& Changing
MENTALITIES

STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN
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This mission statement taken from their Facebook page says it all: 
“The Saltwater Legend Series is an organization whose sole purpose 
is to honor the heroes of the sport of saltwater fishing, preserve the 
history of the sport and its anglers, promote its values and celebrate 
excellence everywhere.” I especially like the part about celebrating 
excellence. This isn’t just a fishing tournament folks. This series and 
its message is significantly changing the way things are done and 

the way we think in a positive way.  All of the anglers participating 
were very proud to be there. I could see it on their faces that night. 

Our good friend, Mickey Eastman, was honored and inducted into 
the Saltwater Legend Series Hall of Fame at this year’s Galveston 
event. Mickey has been at it for a very long time and continues to 
have a positive influence on our sport through not only his own 
charters where he practices catch and release but also through his 

weekly Outdoor Show on Sports Radio 610AM KILT 
Houston. I was honored to speak alongside Blaine 
Friermood, James Plaag, and Jimmy Lloyd as we 
congratulated him on his induction.  These gentlemen 
along with myself have experienced many ups and 
downs in our fishery through the years, but we’ve made 
many memories in the process. We’re all thankful to still 
be doing it because making a living as a professional 
fishing guide isn’t always easy.  

Chad Peterek and his crew have set the new 
standard for saltwater tournaments with their 
approach to conservation. Each trout is weighed on 
the spot right where the angler caught it then released 
into the exact location from which it was caught. This is 
verified by cell phone video. Hopefully, this is the wave 
of the future with tournaments as our fishery needs all 
the help it can get after dealing with issues such as the 
freeze and habitat loss.

Congratulations to my friends, Trey Prye, Brooks 
Kelm and Kyle Holmes for their victory in the Galveston 
event. Their ability to stay persistent and focused in 
horrible conditions payed off in a big way. Best of luck 
to them and the rest of top notch fishermen heading 
into the next and final event in Aransas Pass.

Jeff Sadler released this 4 ½ pounder 
amidst an epic afternoon topwater 

bite that consisted mainly of redfish.

It was an honor to be included in Mickey Eastman’s induction into the Saltwater 
Legend Series Hall of Fame, especially alongside this class of topnotch fishermen. 
L – R: Jimmy Lloyd, Mickey Eastman, Blaien Friermood, myself, and James Plaag.

Emery Sadler with one of dozens of reds that 
were smashing our topwaters during a tide 
change and solunar major feeding period!

Trey Prye with a hefty CPR speck he tricked 
on a Laguna Shrimp Saltwater Assassin while 
pre-fishing the Legends Galveston tourney.
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Getting back to what to expect in the coming weeks, we 
will see some positive changes if we haven’t already by the 
time this issue hits the newsstands. The majority of the fronts 
will be behind us and water temperatures will stabilize in the 
low- to mid-70s.  Trout and redfish will begin to form actual 
schools. When this happens forage species such as shad and 
mullet will ball up when predator fish are nearby. In addition, 
our target species will show themselves more frequently 
because there will be more of them together in one area 
compared to their “scattered” nature from weeks before. 
Slicks, nervous water, mud boils, and hovering gulls will be 
dead giveaways.

Open water live oyster reefs will become more consistent 
producers as we get on into May. Casting to small slicks and 
working the edges of rafting mullet with topwaters and 
tails can be a blast when conditions allow. MirrOlure She 
Dogs, Rapala Skitter Walks, and Spook One Knockers are 
my top three choices for surface plugs. Saltwater Assassins, 
MirrOlure Provokers and Lil Johns definitely get it done in 
the soft plastic department. We used to catch some really 
big trout doing this in years past. It now seems to be more 
of a numbers thing.  Either way, we’ll have fun doing it.

Targeting hard sand bottomed areas near passes will 
produce some of our larger trout for this time period. Current 
is the determining factor when fishing near a pass or a cut 
leading to the Gulf. San Luis Pass, for example, is at its best 
during a tide change or when there’s moderate flow in or out. 
Too much current can muddy up the water making catching 
difficult. There’s no real structure or habitat per se to hold fish 
near the Pass.  It’s more about locating the active bait along 
edges of guts and sandbars. The trout always seem to be on 
the move in these areas. Topwaters are great search baits 
while fishing these areas. It’s important to understand the 
right time to be standing there.  Otherwise, it can be a very 
humbling fishing experience.

Shoreline coves are great areas to target, especially 
on the windier days. In fact, I actually prefer some wind 
when wading the coves. Soft plastics always seem to be 
productive but we sure did have a lot of fun the past few 
years chunking twitchbaits such as the Borboleta LeLe, 
Rapala X-Raps, and Texas Custom Lures Double Ds. As a 
bonus, the larger trout seem to prefer them.

So as the conditions are changing with the seasons I can’t 
help but to be reminded of the changes I’m seeing with regards to 
the mentality of many anglers who are more than willing to make 
a positive impact on our trout fishery. I mentioned earlier how 
refreshing it was to hang out with some very good anglers, most of 
whom are younger than me. These guys get it. Many of them are wise 
beyond their years. This gives me hope that together, along with some 
help from Mother Nature, we can work our way back to a healthy 

trout fishery and, not to sound greedy, but maybe even a trophy trout 
fishery one day. When the dust settles it will be the ones who left more 
than they took that truly made a difference.   

CO
N

TA
C

T

Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Waiting for Things to Come Together

Hats off to these young men for grinding out the win in 
brutal conditions. L – R: Brooks Kelm, Trey Prye, Kyle Holmes.

Jeff Sadler battles an upper-slot red at sunset after 
waiting several hours for everything to fall into place.
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Legacy
STORY BY 

KEVIN COCHRAN



T
he Covid struck Darren Jackson hard and fast. By the time the retired 
army veteran called 911 to tell someone he felt really sick, he was 
already almost gone. An ambulance rushed him straight to the hospital’s 
emergency entrance, where nurses whisked him into a crowded ICU.  
Two days later, surrounded by strangers, the stubborn soldier perished 
there, with no family members by his side. His son and daughter-in-law 

said goodbye to him through a cell phone; they did not know whether he heard them.
The whole sad, sickening scenario hit Darren’s grandson Darrell like a cold stone fist. He 

hated the fact the stupid virus didn’t even give his grandfather a chance to stand and fight.  
He saw his Pops as a man’s man and felt deep love and respect for the warrior in him, despite 
the fact they hadn’t seen much of each other for a decade and a half.  

As an adolescent, Darrell spent time with his grandparents on lots of weekends during the 
school year, and for longer stints during the summers. The elder Jacksons had a place down 
on Caney Creek, where they’d take their only grandson on fishing trips, to get away from the 
hard, fast life in the city. They believed boys make better men when they grow up hunting 
and fishing, experiencing the same kind of communion with nature as their ancestors did.



Darren insisted on wading all the time and always fished with 
lures. He didn’t believe in making it easier for a boy to catch fish 
by giving him live bait. “People need to learn how to do things 
the right way from the start,” he said to Darrell’s mother, when she 
wondered aloud if her son wouldn’t enjoy fishing more if he didn’t 
have to work so hard to get a bite. Eventually, she had to admit 
Pops was right; when he hit puberty, the kid could wield a rod with 
impressive precision, and he usually caught nearly as many fish as 
his grandfather did.

When wading, the two Jacksons developed a familiar kind of 
rivalry, each trying to catch more and bigger fish than the other. 
Darren would never dream of letting his grandson win, and he 
almost never did. The venerable leader of men did feel proud when 
he began to perceive some salt pulsing in his grandson’s veins, 
eventually showing respect for him by treating him more like a 
peer than as someone who needed protection. For a time, the 
competition helped their relationship evolve positively, building a 
bond between boy and man.

But time has a way of placing walls between grandfathers and 
grandsons. Darrell became a star athlete in junior high. During his 
high school years, he started running the streets in fast cars, chasing 
girls and playing games, losing his enthusiasm for waking up before 
daylight to go wadefishing. Inevitably, the most popular student in 
the school drifted apart from his Pops, who didn’t approve of the 
lifestyle of the young man who would carry his name to the next 
generation. The military man hated long hair, sissy pants and any 
attitude which ranks funny business over serious pursuits.

As water temperatures climb toward their yearly peak, some 
of the trout lose weight. Ethan Aaron caught this beautiful, 

slender trout a few years ago, fishing with the captain.

The Eagle Claw Inshore Spinning 
Reels are designed with the 
STRENGTH AND DURABILITY 
to stand up to all types of inshore 
saltwater species and techniques.

Features:

eagleclaw.com

• Sealed Bearings
• Anti-Twist Line Roller
• Infinite Anti-Reverse

• Carbon Disc Drag
• Aluminum Spool & Frame
• CNC Aluminum Handle

CONQUER THE 
COAST.

NE
W
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Darrell transitioned from a precocious, carefree teen into a serious 
student once he went to college, graduating with honors and a 
bachelor’s degree in four years, then parlaying his achievements 
into a successful career as a producer, in the radio industry. By the 
time he turned thirty, he’d sown his wild oats and settled down. 
Married, with his first child on the way, he felt a heavy sense of loss 
when his grandfather died, instantly regretting the fact he would 
have no chance to mend fences with Pops, and angry to realize his 
own child would never know a great-grandfather.

At the deceased Second Lieutenant’s memorial service, several 
uniformed men fervently showered their one-time leader with 
praise, saying they’d crawl through mud toward the bullets and 
fall on mines for him. One recalled the fact the platoon leader had 
turned down promotions to sign up for additional tours of duty. “He 
had no interest in leaving the jungle to make more money working 
behind some dumb desk. He refused to give up the brotherhood of 
the fighting life, once he found it. He was loyal to us, to a fault.” 

Through a veil of tears, Darrell watched when a long line of soldiers 
stood to salute their fallen hero as the ground slowly swallowed his 
descending casket, once and forever. After he stopped weeping, the 
grieving man decided to make a trip down to the fish camp on Caney 
Creek, which had turned into Pops’ home after Grandma Sally died. In 
truth, he didn’t know exactly why he wanted to go; he just knew he 
wanted to spend some time in the place where he made the fondest 
memories with the one who taught him how to fish.

He found the house in pretty much the same condition as he 
remembered it. Though it had obviously aged, its walls wore a fresh 
coat of paint, its wooden floors shined like a dutiful soldier’s boots, and 
everything lay precisely in its place.  Lieutenant Jackson kept his home 
impeccably tidy, through tireless effort. The dwelling provided clear 
evidence of his work ethic and his obsessive need to fight entropy by 
creating order in his surrounding space.

Darrell poured himself a tall drink from the bottle of whiskey he 
knew he would find in the back right corner of the cabinet, next to the 

refrigerator. Before he sat down to sip the amber liquid, he walked into 
the bedroom adjacent to the kitchen, where his grandfather had slept 
alone for the last few years of his life. Darrell noted the bed was made; 
its spread hugged the top mattress tightly, without a trace of a wrinkle.

“How does a man who’s barely able to breathe take the time and 
effort to make a bed?” he wondered. Almost by reflex, he opened the 
top drawer of the chest. There, beside folded white socks, he saw a 
notebook; he recognized it as similar to ones in which he had seen 
Pops scribbling notes many times before. This book, like all the others, 

had the year written in big black letters across its front cover. When 
Darrell picked up Pops’ last fishing log, he found three others under 
it. In the bottom drawer of the chest, he found about forty more, in 
four neat stacks, side by side, all similarly labeled, year by year, in 
descending order.

Darren’s organizational plan made it easy for Darrell to find 
the books which included some of the days he’d fished with his 
grandfather. Grabbing them, he went back to the kitchen and sat 
down by the table to read some of the entries, all of which fit the 
same template, listing the date, time of effort, weather and tide 
conditions, water and air temperatures, then all the places fished, 
even the lures they used, and how many fish they caught, by type. At 
the bottom of each page, old man Jackson had written a comment or 
two, to capture his most important takeaways from the day.

Didn’t take long for Darrell to find his favorite page. It documented 
a morning they spent wading one of the coves on the south 
shoreline of East Bay. The young man remembered it well because 
he caught his first eight-pound trout then, on a bone Top Dog. 
He noted Pops had taken the time to make more comments than 
usual to commemorate the day. One related to the conditions. 
“Checker-board clouds in the sky, typical for a great bite on top. Little 
Salty caught an 8! I caught more, but he caught bigger. He’s finally 
mastered the timing of the twitching and turning.”

Neal Laskowski used one of the best warm weather lures to trick 
this pretty trout--a white Super Spook Junior with hot pink head.

Jerry Honeycutt dangled a soft plastic under a cork to catch 
this thirty-inch trout in Baffin during the month of May.
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A new fountain of tears flowed through Darrell’s eyes and onto his 
face. He had never heard his Pops refer to him as Little Salty. And the 
exclamation point after the number 8! It proved his patriarch was 
proud of him. These facts couldn’t erase the lost years and reclaim 
the space between him and Pops entirely, but they did help soothe 
the pain. Right then, Darrell knew exactly what to do; he’d rise in the 
morning and return to the very spot memorialized in the log. 

With faint orange lights in the east hinting a new day, Darrell drove 
Pops’ skiff down the south shoreline of East Bay, easily recalling the 
track to the place. Most likely he imagined it, but it felt like the boat 
knew the way.  The high tide allowed for pulling the feather-light 
hull right up to the end of a long spit of land which juts out into 
the bay, protecting the recesses of the cove from north winds. The 
dull morning light revealed a narrow trail through the marsh grass.  
Retracing his grandfathers’ steps, the grandson trudged toward the 
back corner of the shallow pocket of water.

On the way, Darrell encountered a coyote, face to face, in the 

pathway. Both he and the wild dog stopped, staring at each other 
briefly. As if annoyed, the canine snorted and raised its nose high 
in the air, then dived into the tall grass. The human watched as the 
animal looped out and around him, eventually returning to the trail. 
Darrell shrugged, realizing the creature presented no threat, also 
that it held a legitimate claim to the place.

Beside the calm, cool pond at the end of the path, the bereaved 
grandson took a moment to stand in silence. The placid surface 
of the water mirrored the serenity Darrell suddenly felt.  The sun 
peeked over the horizon, infusing the clear pool with what seemed 
ethereal light. A feathery east breeze started, tickling the strands 
beside the cove, whispering a soft melody.  The lost soldier’s progeny 
perceived nature’s music as fitting.

At the precise moment a boot cut the water, the coyote howled a 
long, seemingly mournful song, probably trying to locate its family. 
The man shed no more tears; instead, he smiled.  Darrell Jackson knew 
he would start fishing regularly again, also that he would bring his 
sons and daughters to these places, teach them to fish someday.  

And in the realization, he found a road to the closure he craved. 
The kid who had turned into a man would soon be a father; he gave 
himself permission to make peace with the way the relationship with 
his grandfather had ended. While making his first cast, Little Salty 
internally pledged to use the logs, the memories and a return to the 
water as the means to preserve Pops’ legacy. 
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a full-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Coping with a Waning Bite

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

The captain favors soft plastics more and more as a 
backup to topwaters as spring turns to summer.

Planning a Custom Rod Build? Batson’s Got You Covered!
When you carry more than 500 rod blanks there’s bound to be models that become favorites for uses other than 
their standard suggested applications.  In the world of inshore fishing, the Revelation RX7 Crankbait series has 
become a top choice for the Gulf ’s savviest professional rod builders.  Their mod-fast action, balance, and dura-
bility make them ideal for a variety of applications from popping to hard baits.  

What’s more, our most popular Revelation RX7 cast, spin, and crankbait models are now available with special 
edition 3K carbon-wrapped butt sections that look amazing and add even more back-end power.  Reach out to 
our sales team and let us help you select the perfect blank model and get you in touch with a quality rod builder.  

Batson – The Best Fishing Rods Start Here  |  batson@batsonenterprises.com  |  360-681-2381
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When things go south on the water, it can 
happen in a fl ash so make sure you have towing 
from TowBoatUS. It’s the biggest and best 
towing service around, with 600+ boats on 
the water, the red boats are on your waterways 
and ready to help at a moments notice.

Getting You Back Safely is Our #1 Goal –
GET UNLIMITED TOWING TODAY!

BoatUS.com/Towing 
800-395-2628 

Details of services provided can be found online at BoatUS.com/Agree. TowBoatU.S. is not a rescue service.
In an emergency situation, you must contact the Coast Guard or a government agency immediately.



Redfish will run shorelines this 
month, chasing small shad and 
anything else they can eat.



Y
ou can’t see the forest for the trees is a well-used phrase that 
I’m sure each of us has not only heard but can completely relate 
to in some form or fashion. On more than one occasion over 
the past few weeks my wife and I have laughed while watching 
different groups of people in places like restaurants become 
living examples of this age-old phrase. A perfect example is 

a family of four at a restaurant table for dinner, each with an electronic device in 
hand, completely oblivious to family members and everything else that is going 
on around them. Instead of taking in the moment and enjoying the company, they 
chose to sequester themselves in their little electronic world. What a shame. 

Fast forward to your favorite fishing spot and you can almost witness the 
same thing that happened in the restaurant, only in this scenario we have a 
fisherman staring intently at his electronics instead of reading the water and 
other conditions around him. I have just been blown away at how electronically 
dependent some anglers have become, and it doesn’t appear this trend will slow 
down anytime soon. Now don’t get me wrong, the latest navigation and depth-
scanning technology can be a huge help in certain situations, in fact it’s almost like 
cheating in some cases. The ridiculously sensitive scanning sonar out there today 
has elevated many a fisherman’s game to the next level, but it has also weakened 
them in other areas. The high-tech electronics work magic for offshore anglers 
as they probe rocks and wrecks while looking for just the right spot for their next 
cast. Other anglers who key on structure like the guys in Florida who chase snook 
around docks benefit greatly from being able to see fish before they spend the 
time to set up on a location. And don’t even get me started on our freshwater 
brethren, that has gotten to be a completely different world to say the least. I 
looked at a tournament angler’s boat and all I could do was shake my head. Four 
separate electronic units, some as big as the television on my living room wall. I 
don’t know how they have time to read let alone study them all. 

Now this is exactly where your run-of-the-mill Texas saltwater fishermen differs 
from the rest of these folks, electronics on most inshore boats are minimal when 
compared to their offshore and freshwater counterparts. Most folks who spend 
their time in the bay rely on a basic unit that has some navigation features like GPS 
mapping or charts along with depth and temperature indications, that’s it. In all 
honesty it’s really about all you need as far as technology goes. Folks who frequent 

IT’S RIGHT 
IN FRONT 

of you!
STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE
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the bays spend way more time actually 
“reading” water than other anglers, 
especially those glued to screens. Texas 
middle and lower coast anglers who 
spend the majority of their time in three 
feet of water or less, are perfect examples 
of folks who get it done without all the 
digital or electronic wizardry. They have 
learned to actually look for signs of life 
or variations in water color; functions 
most electronics are unable to perform 
in those areas. Obviously sight-fishermen 
lead the field in reading water and fish 
behavior and it’s refreshing to see those 
who are really good at it in their own 
element. I hate to sound like the old man 
who screams at clouds or shouts “get off 
my lawn,” but every now and again you 
must open your eyes because you could 
be missing a whole lot of good stuff.

Some of the best signs you’ll ever 
see cannot be duplicated electronically, set off an alarm, or call your 
attention to the circumstances at hand. Seeing a big heron stalking 
intently down a shoreline is more often than not a dead giveaway to 
finding fish, especially redfish. In the spring when the tides get high 
and the tiny shad that have just hatched ball up along the shorelines, 
the flounder will also give away their position as they gorge on the 
tiny baitfish. Both the sight of a heron along the bank or a flounder 
busting through the bait are welcome sights that many anglers key in 
on when they are actually looking for fish instead of the screen. And 
any discussion of visible keys to finding fish would not be complete 

without at least a quick mention of slicks, which are perhaps the most 
unmistakable sign of all. Both the sight and often times smell of a slick 
will cause just about any saltwater angler who is worth the price of a 
topwater plug to instantly go on point like a good bird dog. The best 
way to describe a slick to those who don’t know is it’s a shiny spot on 
the surface of the water that’s created by trout and reds feeding on oily 
forage species. You can not only see these oil sheens but you can quite 
often smell them as well. Some say they smell like watermelon while 
others liken them to scent of freshly-mown grass. Once you begin to 
learn the nuances of fishing the source of these slicks you will have a 
decided advantage over those who haven’t gotten onboard with the 
concept. Slicks flat out produce fish – put it in your book.  

Speaking of producing fish, I had a conversation with Capt. Cody 
Roesener recently about some new products that debuted last month 
at the Houston Fishing Show. When Roesener isn’t fishing, he’s working 
as a manufacturer’s rep with Frontier Sales and Marketing, so it’s always 
a pleasure to pick his brain. Both Roesener and I use Okuma gear so I 
was more than anxious to hear about a couple of the new additions 
to their line. The new RTF rod series (stands for redfish-trout-flounder) 
look mighty slick is all I can say. Okuma took input from many Texas 
anglers and incorporated what they learned into these rods and you 
can tell because they cover the spectrum from wade fishing models to 
shorter handled designs that are perfect for kayak anglers. Along with 
the RTF rods Okuma has also introduced two new reels of particular 
interest to me; the Hakai DT baitcaster and the ITX spinning reel. 
The Hakai is ridiculously light, weighing in at 5.9 ounces, so wade 
fishermen will absolutely love it. One special feature on the Hakai that’s 
noteworthy is the hardened brass main gear that allows this small reel 
to sport massive drag in the 20-pound range, a real brute for such a 
small reel. The new ITX Carbon spinning reel is also a great addition 
to Okuma’s already top-notch lineup of spinning gear. Like the Hakai, 
the ITX has best in class drag ratings and is noticeably lighter than 
many comparable reels. I actually picked up a 4000 series in hopes of 
improving my offshore arsenal for trips to Mexico. All three of these 
new offerings from Okuma are definitely worth looking into.

Moving forward into May, both Sabine and Calcasieu should become 

New Okuma ITX Carbon spinning reel on the RTF rod.

Shallow water anglers pick up on things electronics cannot 
detect. Here’s Carlin Leavelle with a healthy Lower Coast trout.

Hakai DT baitcaster from Okuma packs 
plenty of muscle in a small frame.
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much more angler-friendly as weather patterns will calm and make the 
open water programs easier to access. Run off from late spring rains that 
muddied both lakes will hopefully be a thing of the past as prevailing 
southeast winds will usher in better water from the gulf. Water temps 
will be conducive for an above average topwater bite so don’t be 
surprised if you see some of the best fish of the year show up in either 
locale. May will be one of the nicest months to be on the water as we 
will soon be staring at summer. Take advantage of the pattern and be 
sure to take a kid fishing when you get the opportunity. 
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Features and Highlights: Okuma 
ITX Carbon 4000 Spinning Reel

Fresh slicks can be a sure sign of feeding activity.

@BatsonEnterprises

@TeamRainshadow batson@batsonenterprises.com

www.batsonenterprises.com

@BatsonEnterprises

@TeamRainshadow batson@batsonenterprises.com

www.batsonenterprises.com

ROD BLANKS

Team RainShadow’s Jameson Redding

Batson Enterprises is proud to bring 
you Eternity RX10 rod blanks, the 
finest fishing instruments we have ever 
produced for bass, walleye, and inshore 
anglers.  We’re confident you’ll love 
fishing them as much as we do. 
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Guided trip where clients 
are wading a shoreline, 
with plenty of room to cast.



I
f you’ve been thinking about booking a fishing guide, consider a handy list of 
what to bring. And when just fishing with friends, that checklist can be useful. 
Even if it’s a short day on the water, it helps to be prepared. What could go 
wrong on a three-hour tour? Plenty.   

When fishing with a guide, always inquire if live bait is needed, and who will 
provide it. In Texas, some guides rack up big monthly bills buying live croakers 

for bait, a lucrative business for marinas. (A few years ago, lifelong POC resident Billy, who 
ran Clark’s Marina bait shop, told me they were selling 800 dozen croakers each Saturday 
during summer.) But, croakers are only one option; guides use a variety of live bait across 
the five Gulf States. There are live shrimp sold by the quart, pinfish on Florida’s Gulf coast 
and the Keys. Even pigfish (piggies) for snook around Naples. Or small crabs for tarpon at 
Boca Grande. Regardless, it’s good to know ahead of time what the situation is with bait. 
And if live bait isn’t available, what to fall back on? Cold weather can shut down all of 
those bait species. 

Many guides rely entirely on bait and won’t even carry artificials on the boat. They prefer 
to avoid having (an average) of four guys with unknown skills slinging jigs, spoons and 
plugs. I’ve seen big, burly guys almost faint at the sight of a hook stuck in someone’s hand or 
arm, soon to be snatched out by the captain. Crowded casting isn’t a problem with waders, 
who spread out in a line, shuffling forward or halting when their guide gives the signal. 

If you have favorite tackle to bring along, a guide probably won’t mind, unless it’s Mickey 
Mouse gear that won’t do the job. Breaking off quality fish for various reasons, including 
inadequate line, and the day’s catch (and maybe the guide’s patience) is diminished.  

TRIPS
STORY BY JOE RICHARD



I’ve been on a number of guided trips and several times around 
the Gulf Coast, the guides looked blank when I inquired if they even 
had a single gold spoon on the boat. On one trip we spent an hour 
castnetting live bait, then moved a few miles and began tossing them 
out to chummed-up mackerel. Which was something of a no-brainer, 
easy as tossing bread to chickens. Topwater plugs would have been 
amazing, that day. Learning from that, I began to carry a discreet 
plastic box the size of a paperback novel, filled with “killer baits” as Joe 
Doggett would say. White jigs, gold spoons and a few plugs I believe 

in. On another trip we anchored 30 yards from an oyster reef and the 
guide’s pop corks sat way out there, baited with live pinfish, hoping for 
trout. We were on a huge bay boat, only two guests and there was lots 
of room. Getting bored, I tied on a favorite spoon and was soon bowed 
up on upper-slot redfish. The 50-year old guide was impressed; he was 
a Harvard grad whose health collapsed from stress on Wall Street, and 
he’d recently taken up guiding. 

With that said, tacklebox size is the key here; as a guest you don’t 
want to drag aboard a huge Plano box crammed with 40 years of 

collected tackle that blocks deck space like the 
rock of Gibraltar. 

My boat is packed with every necessity I can 
think of, from a variety of buckets, castnet, portable 
live well, five rods, three flat tackleboxes, pushpole, 
paddle, just about everything we could need. Also 
a battery charger for cell phones. I even have a spot 
during the day, where if someone has a serious 
bathroom call, I can put them ashore. That doesn’t 
always work, however. One guy from New Jersey 
had the urge, and I pointed at the nearest shoreline 
with nice mangrove trees for cover. He said, “No 
freaking way.” He wanted a proper bathroom, 
actually requested “a nice one.” So, we sped back to 
POC and I then drove him to Speedy’s, where they 
have bathrooms with AC and music. It was a half 
hour boat ride and his composure was admirable. 
He was a young guy who’d been shot on Christmas 
Eve while shopping downtown back in Jersey, and 
spent weeks in the hospital. (You meet all kinds 
when fishing with the public.)

Some guys are thoughtful enough to bring 
their own portable pee bottles so they don’t 
have to teeter on the side of the boat, which can 
be hazardous. People have toppled overboard, 
gotten hypothermia or drowned while relieving 
themselves. Recently, a guide looked up as an older 
gent was happily peeing on the lower deck of the 
boat like he was out in the woods. The new guide 
was speechless and he learned a lesson that day, 
always carry a bucket...    

Clothing. The most common items that guests 
don’t bring is adequate clothing. They’ll show up 
on the sunny coast in a warm parking lot, hoping 
to earn a tan, and end up freezing their tails off on 
the water after a cold front has passed through, 
or a late thunderstorm drops the air temp. Or 
whitecaps get them wet. As a minimum, you can’t 
beat a cotton, long-sleeve shirt and long pants. 
And maybe a windbreaker? I had a young guy 
from Brazil who only spoke Portugese, show up 
in short sleeve and bicycle shorts in February. He 
may have been a bike rider, although I was never 
able to determine that. The night before, I texted 
it would be 47 degrees at the boat ramp, and to 
bring a coat. He wrote back: “No coat.” Maybe he’d 
never owned a coat, living near the equator. So, 
I brought three jackets. One look at him in the 

For a career on the water, protective clothing becomes a must. I 
change hats during the day, when the sun becomes a problem.

Insurance for the day, buying live “hopper” shrimp or croakers. 
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parking lot, and I handed over my thickest goose down hunting coat, 
also my fishing gloves, since he was blowing on his hands. He suffered 
manfully on the long boat ride, but caught redfish and a trophy trout 
and was soon texting photos back to friends far away. The sun and 
slick water warmed the day, but that jacket was his best friend. 

Hats. Try to bring a hat that will provide protection from the 
elements, but won’t fly away several times in a day. In the back of the 
boat I’ve caught a few hats as they flew by, while others got hung up 
in the rod racks. More often we have to circle back for a soggy retrieve. 

Food and drink: There’s no need to bring a picnic, but a modest 
sandwich and water is a good idea. A lot of the older folks won’t bring 
food at all, just a little water. Hardly anyone brings beer these days, 
although I did have a KIA car salesman and his buddy show up with a 
suitcase of beer, they got started at 8:30 and never let up. By afternoon 
it was confession time and between casts the salesman muttered: 
“When she broke my nose, it was time for a divorce.”

Sunglasses: Wrap-around, polarized glasses may help spot fish, and 
most importantly, protect the eyes from harsh sun, flying lures, lead 
weights and hooks. Even cheap sunglasses are better than nothing.

Shoes: Water shoes are great for primitive boat ramps, walking 
the beach, warm water wadefishing or throwing the castnet. Aboard 
deeper bay trips and offshore, you want (extra) padded, quality 
shoes and socks that reduce wave shock and fatigue by day’s end. 
Avoid shoes that leave black scuff marks on deck, and cowboy boots 
are frowned upon. 

Cleaning Fish: Who cleans the fish? Texas guides seem resigned to 
that chore but in some states, it ain’t that way. In Florida I’ve seen an 
entire coastal town where guides are excused and clients urged to “call 
the fish cleaning lady.” Twenty years ago she was charging 60 cents a 
pound, and making more money than some guides, on Saturdays. She 
was replaced by a retired guy who last year charged 80 cents a pound. 
He just rips those fish with a Bubba Blade and it doesn’t take long. 

Cooler. You would think folks would bring a fish cooler to haul 
their catch home. I’ve had people show up with items ranging from 
nothing, to small Yeti coolers that barely hold three bent fish, and 
from there on up to (my favorite) 48 quart coolers. One-gallon Ziploc 
bags are ideal for protecting the fillets. Last year one lady, who 
mostly fished from a family canoe said, “We didn’t bring a cooler, 
because we never catch fish.” 

Pay: Captains really appreciate clients who bring cash. Some 
people at day’s end reveal that they didn’t bring money, and want 
to find the nearest ATM machine that actually works. Or Venmo, or 
write an old-fashioned check. That can be rather tiresome for a tired 
captain. Remember, money talks. 
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T Joe Richard has fished the Gulf since 1967, starting out of Port Ar-
thur, but his adventures have taken him up and down the entire coast. 

He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD

Younger fishermen often skimp on protective clothing. 

Older, veteran fisherman with protective clothing. 
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Port Mansfield East Cut & Padre 
Island Beach Cleanup

Miller and Kathie Bassler, founders and organizers of the Port Mansfield East Cut and Padre 
Island Beach Cleanup, have announced Saturday, June 4, 2022 for the 13th running of this 
commendable event. As always there is a heavy load of trash that has washed ashore and 
accumulated along the banks and jetties of the East Cut and adjacent Padre Island beach. 

We welcome volunteers with and without boats as the program begins at the Port 
Mansfield Chamber Pavilion at 7:00 AM on Saturday for breakfast, safety briefing, and 
marching orders. Many Mansfield fishing guides and other Port Mansfield businesses 
have participated in the past along with other volunteer boat captains to transport 
workers to the work areas and these have been a true blessing and cornerstone of our 
success,” said Miller Bassler.

Bassler also mentioned the need for four-wheel-drive truck owners willing to drive 
the PINS beach from Corpus Christi to the East Cut. “Getting the trash from the work 
areas up to PINS headquarters for disposal is always a logistical challenge. We are very 
grateful for the volunteers who make the 62-mile trek down the beach and back, pulling 
trailers filled with bags of trash.”

Schedule of June 4 Cleanup Activities
-Breakfast at Chamber Pavilion 7:00 AM. Volunteers are assigned to captains and provided 
sack lunch with plenty of drinking water.
-Transport to work area starting at East Cut/Port Mansfield Channel
-Off the beach by 3:00 PM for transport back to Chamber Pavilion
-Saturday evening dinner is provided for all volunteers at Pelican’s Pub.

This is a family event and a great opportunity to teach youngsters the importance of 
stewardship of natural resources. Scout Troops, science clubs, and any other community 
service groups are welcome to join. We will also be joined by a newly organized group.

Please mark your calendar and join in this effort. Plan a few days of vacation 
following the cleanup to enjoy the great fishing and relaxation that is so wonderful 
and unique to Port Mansfield.

For more information: 
Kathie Bassler – kathie@BasslerEnergyServices.com – 979-204-5185
Miller Bassler – miller@BasslerEnergyServices.com – 979-324-5555
Checkout highlights of the 2019 event – https://vimeo.com/354408025
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ALL PREDATORS USE STRUCTURE 
FOR COVER AND AMBUSH POINTS

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

Good Ol’ Mother Nature continues to play havoc with 
our weather patterns. One day she gives us typical 
April conditions and then another cold front arrives 
overnight dropping water temperatures and tide levels. 
I am not sure which I despise more but I’m definitely not 
fond of either in April. This article will hopefully help 
you prepare for dealing with such changes. We cannot 
control the weather but we can certainly adjust our 
fishing game plans. 

Before he passed my dad told me if I was going to let 
every bad weather day on the water ruin the rest of my 
day off the water, I needed to look for another profession. 
Luckily I was still very coachable at that age so I listened 
to him. With that said, you have to be able to read the 
weather pattern and then react to what you see and 
what you feel in your gut. Experience with such changes 
certainly contributes to the confidence many seasoned 

anglers possess. Seasoned, however, doesn’t necessarily 
mean old, but if it did I would have both. 

Water temperatures the past two weeks have been as 
high as 68° and as low as 56°. Remember that I am fishing 
shallow grass flats and shorelines that cool quickly with 
drops in air temperature and water levels. Both of these 
must factor into your daily and even hourly approach to 
your day. I know you have heard me say many times that 
we need to learn to clean the canvas at the end of each 
day and allow the next day to present a new picture. 
Never has this been more true than the present.

I have been fishing south of Rockport so far this year. I 
spent the whole of 2021 on the southern end of my bay 
system believing that greater numbers of trout survived 
the freeze on that end. On days with high north or south 
wind I am focused on grass flats with small but deeper 
potholes. By my measure the largest fish have been 
setting up in the smaller and deeper potholes. When 
winds are southeast with lower barometric pressure 
the fish seem to eat well and eat just about anything I 
throw at them. With higher pressure and light winds the 
attitude changes dramatically and I am seeing better 
success with lures that incite reaction strikes versus 
eating strikes. Fly fishermen use the word eat and I like 
that reference, so I stole it. 

Texas Customs Double D and Custom Corkys Soft Dine, 
and especially the Bay Mistress floating Fat Boys, have 
been excellent choices. On many occasions I will try to 
make them eat what I want to throw, but that doesn’t 
always work and I am forced to change. I think the lesson 
here is that we must remain open to change at all times. 

We all have our favorite or go-to lures, lures in which 
we have great confidence. I probably struggled with 
this more than anything over the past ten years. I say 
ten years because up until that time the fishery was 
still very predictable and fish numbers were good. 
Throw in a drought, flood, major hurricane, bad freeze, 
and the destruction of many area oyster reefs and the 
end result will be tougher fishing. The reef destruction 
is completely ridiculous in my opinion. How those in 
charge of managing this resource have allowed things 
to get where they are is beyond me. I really feel for the 
local oyster boats that have been pushed out by those 
not from the area. 

So back to the real stuff – I have had very few days 
when my waters have not been clear, so I am forced 
to be continuously aware of every fish that refuses a 
presentation, and then tweak the way I’m presenting it 
or change my lure. I have gotten to the point where I am 

Now that is 
clear water!
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forced to keep my clients close so that I can coach them constantly on 
what we need to be throwing and how we need to be presenting it. 
My son Ryan gets to do this with me when we fish for bass, which is a 
lot easier being together in the boat, as compared to working with a 
group of wading anglers. Just for the record; we are headed to Choke 
Canyon as I write. Ryan is driving and I’m pecking the keyboard on my 
laptop. Seems I just can’t get enough of fishing.

On days with sandy-green water, we are seeing much higher success 
during the periods of the day when the fish are not supposed to be 
eating. This is the time when I am able to observe the reaction to lure 
presentations that produce best for us. Just yesterday during a down 
period, we found decent trout in good numbers on the very outside 
grass beds of a submerged sand point where scattered grass up 
shallow would have normally been the structure for feeding periods. I 
love to locate the very outside pieces of structure that match up with  
the shallower structures that our trout would normally be using during 
feeding periods. Like; is an understatement, I love this pattern and it 
flat out works for me. 

I see this pattern play out year round when tides are low and winds 
light to moderate. In strong wind conditions our water normally 
sands up and this places a comforting layer of cover over the shallow 
structure and they will stay up shallow for us. I will also say that this 
pattern is more effective when the primary feeding area is very close to 
deeper water. I think bass use this type of structure very similarly. Just 
yesterday on Choke Canyon, Ryan and I found bass on shallow grass 
early, and then by mid-afternoon they dropped to more than nine feet, 
but still very near that same grass edge where we had caught them 
earlier. Whether the fish are silver or green matters not to me, they are 
all predators, and they use structure as cover and ambush points.

My trout bite in Rockport is slower than last year. I know that sounds 

crazy when you consider that we were only a few months past the 
freeze that killed a great number of fish last spring. Our weather 
patterns have definitely not been as favorable as I would prefer for 
my typical springtime areas. I believe lower tide levels have been a 
major factor in this. Personally, I hate prolonged periods of low water 
during months that typically show us higher than normal tides. This 
will change and soon we will forget about how tough it has been and 
will be enjoying a seasonal bounty that April and May are known to 
provide. For now we will just have to fish smarter and be a little more 
focused on ALL the aspects involved with those days when we find 
success. Patterning is always at the top of my list when it comes to 
success, so if it is not yours you might want to give it a try.

May your fishing always be catching!  -Guide, Jay Watkins 

Learning How Gamefish Use Structure 
During Changeable Conditions

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com

Tyler Brubaker 
scored this solid 

trout recently – CPR!

James Plaag and I 
enjoyed a day on 

the water recently.
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There’s a famous saying from Benjamin Franklin that, 
“nothing in this world is certain except death and taxes,” 
but the controversy around Red Snapper management 
in Gulf of Mexico federal waters could probably be 
added to that list. Between derby-style commercial 
seasons prior to implementation of the individual 
fishing quota (IFQ) program, and recreational seasons 
that lasted close to the time a person can survive 
without water, both sectors of fishermen have had their 
share of outrage. Thankfully, it seems as though we are 
on a path of resolution, where anglers are seeing more 
days on the water with what seems to be plenty of fish 
to catch. Thanks to a collaborative effort of top fisheries 
scientists around the Gulf, the Great Red Snapper 
Count concluded that there are likely to be at least 
three times the number of Red Snapper than NOAA 
Fisheries previously estimated. The data from this study 
will be included in the upcoming Red Snapper stock 
assessment, which will ideally allow for an increase in 
the harvest quota for both sectors. But before we start 
talking about the future, let’s take a brief look at the 
past and see where we started.

The management of the species is separated into 
two sectors – commercial and recreational. Commercial 
fishermen have been harvesting Red Snapper for almost 
two centuries (since approximately the 1840s) and have 

been regulated since the 1980s. One of these regulations 
included only allowing fishermen to harvest Red Snapper 
for the first 10 days of the month in the spring and fall. 
However, in 2007, the commercial fishery went to an 
IFQ program, in which individual fishermen were given 
a share (quota) of the total allowable harvest based 
on their historical commercial trip ticket landings. This 
allowed fishermen with quota to fish at their discretion 
and limit the dangerous ‘derby’ fishery that was 
previously occurring. Currently, commercial fishermen 
report their landings electronically to their state and 
federal management groups.

The recreational fishery has also seen a multitude 
of management restrictions meant to help the species 
recover. Similar to the commercial fishery, size and 
seasonal limits have been used to help rebuild the 
population. However, recreational anglers were being 
forced into derby seasons when federal managers only 
opened federal waters for just over a week. Due to 
resounding support from private recreational anglers, 
each Gulf state is now in control of managing their 
own federal waters. While the federal government still 
dictates the allotted quota for each state (based on the 
proportion of historical landings estimated from each 
state’s creel program), a state can set individualized 
season and bag limits – as long as they ensure their 

B y  T a r a  T o p p i n g ,  M . S .  &  D a r i n  T o p p i n g ,  P h D

F I E L D  N O T E S

RED SNAPPER MANAGEMENT:
THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

A Red Snapper being 
released using a SeaQualizer, 

in accordance with the 
newly passed Descend Act. 
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harvest stays within the federal quota. 
Since this change in management, federal 
waters in Texas have been open for several 
months each year, showing that our state 
is more than capable of managing our 
regional stock.

So, what is the future of Red Snapper 
management? With TPWD working hard to 
provide our anglers maximum sustainable 
access to the fishery (in terms of days 
open) while still staying within the state’s 
quota, one way anglers can help is by 
using electronic reporting. And, as with 
everything else, there’s an app for that! 
Released for use in the private recreational 
fishery in 2015 by the Center for Sportfish 
Science and Conservation (also the lead of 
the Great Red Snapper Count), iSnapper 
was created to try and help TPWD gather 
landings data from anglers without being 
encountered by dockside creel agents. 
Through three simple steps anglers can 
submit their harvest and effort data for 
their trip.  When paired with TPWD creel surveys, reporting through 
iSnapper may allow for more accurate real-time quota monitoring. In 
fact, all five Gulf states have adopted some sort of electronic reporting 
system after hearing of its ease of use and the ability to rapidly receive 
and analyze data. These apps are helping state agencies keep their 
federal waters open for as many days as possible and reduce the 
possibility of an overage penalty. 

In addition, iSnapper has built-in features that could help the 
fishery in other ways. As of January 13 this year, part of the Descend 
Act requires all anglers (both commercial and recreational) to 
possess a venting or descending tool and have it rigged and ready 

to use while fishing for reef fish. The hope is that by taking the time 
to properly release Red Snapper, we can increase their survival. In 
iSnapper, you can record the release method used as well as the fish’s 
condition upon release. With this additional data, fisheries managers 
might be able to better understand how many fish are surviving their 
trip to the surface. Another important feature available in the app 
is the socioeconomic survey. Knowing how far anglers are traveling 
from port, fishing depth, and approximate costs of fuel and tackle per 
trip can (1) help quantify the socioeconomic importance of the fishery 
and (2) be used to approximate depth zone fishing hot spots or 
refuges when compared to data from other studies (i.e., the Gulf-wide 

tagging study from the GRSC). As managers continue to observe 
the recovery of Texas’ Red Snapper stock, this secondary data will 
likely prove to be even more useful than previously thought. 

For these reasons and more, start including iSnapper as part of 
your fishing experience. And to all you anglers trolling 50 miles 
offshore or poling a flats boat inshore, every common species in 
the Gulf is included in the app. If you catch it, you can report it! 
The great thing is that iSnapper is free and provides an easy and 
efficient way for anglers to do their part in improving access to 
this fishery. You can get involved by downloading and reporting 
your catch with iSnapper (www.iSnapper.org) today. We hope 
that with more anglers using the app to provide personal, real-
time fishing data, we can minimize the controversy surrounding 
Red Snapper management in the coming years.

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your 
local TPWD Law Enforcement office, or 

tpwd.texas.gov for more info.

iSnapper users, also known 
as citizen scientists, come 
in all ages- get your kids 

involved in the fun!

Be sure to make iSnapper a part of your daily fishing routine. 
In just a couple of minutes you can provide scientists with 

valuable data to help better manage the fishery.
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I’m often asked what my favorite type of fishing might 
be and the answer is simple – all of it! When it comes 
down to targeting certain species or how to go about 
it, I do not discriminate. From perch jerking to trolling 
for marlin and from fly fishing to ice fishing, every type 
of fishing has its own appeal. I won’t ever fault a person 
for what kind of fishing they do or how they go about 
it; I may question some angler’s sanity, such as ice 
fisherman, but I fully understand what drives them. This 
sport is full of diverse ways to fish and fortunately for 
us, the Texas coast is a prime place to take part in it.

I do thoroughly enjoy doing “all of it” but there are 
some aspects to which I am especially partial. The 
greatest share of my personal interests lie within the 
realm of sight-casting redfish in shallow marsh areas. 
If you don’t find me in the marsh, weather permitting, 
I will be heading to the jetties. It is the complete 
opposite of chasing fish in the shallows and the 
techniques could not be any more polar. 

Beginning this month I tend to study the weather a 
little more and then use what I learn to decide which 
direction I will be heading to start my day. Since 

my boat is on the smaller side I need pretty decent 
weather conditions to get out and fish the big rocks. It 
is hard to pass up anytime I can do it safely. And here 
is where the dilemma lies; when the weather is nice 
enough to get to the jetties, it will be beyond perfect 
for sight-casting in the marsh. So it begs the question 
– why not do both? 

During May and early June I will take full advantage 
of spending a full day on the water and hit the best 
of both worlds. Usually, come mid-June and on into 
summer, I will spend a full day out in the gulf looking 
for jack crevalle and bull reds. I try hard not to miss 
these days. Fortunately by now, the days are getting 
longer and you are able to hit more than one area in 
a day. I will aim to be on the water before daylight 
and head straight to the jetties for the early morning 
bite. After a few hours and with the sun well up, I will 
typically head back to the marsh. That is assuming that 
the bite has died. Never leave fish to find fish!

Perhaps one of the most intriguing aspects of jetty 
fishing would be the opportunity to use lures and 
techniques quite different from my normal shallow 

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

FROM MARSH TO JETTIES–
FISH ALL OF IT!

May is a fantastic month 
for getting an early start 
and then spending the 
full day on the water.
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water routine. In fact, I keep a completely separate box dedicated 
to jetty fishing. One of my go-to rigs is a Texas-rigged Gulp on an 
offset 5/0 hook with a 1/2 oz bullet weight. I prefer the white 4” 
Gulp shrimp and rig it the same as you would for bass fishing. The 
key to catching fish at the jetties is that your lure needs to be in 
the rocks without getting hung up. The great thing about having 
that offset hook is that it allows you to bury the barb to avoid 
hanging on rocks.

If I’m not bouncing a jig along the rocks, I will likely be throwing 
a crankbait. Crankbaits allow opportunity to cover plenty of water 
while keeping the lure in the strike zone, and practically every 
species on the rocks will eat a crankbait. The good thing about 
crankbaits is the tendency to bounce off and over the rocks without 
hanging up. I tend to stick with baits that swim in the 2’ to 4’ depth 
range and I always change the factory hooks for sturdier, saltwater 
models. The fun thing about crankbait fishing is that trout love 

them just as much as redfish, which 
can make for a truly fun morning. 

If and when the bite slows down, 
and it usually does at some point, 
I head back toward the marsh. 
However, before heading all the 
way in I typically visit a few spots 
along the ICW. There are several 
small areas along the way that 
often hold plenty of fish this time 
of the year. My technique here is 
to visit several spots in fairly quick 
order, maybe five minutes at each, 
unless of course I find a few bites. I 
call it spot hopping and it has paid 
off numerous times on my way back 
toward the marsh, thinking I was 
done with the deeper water stuff. 

Arriving in the marsh I change my 
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lure rigging and begin my usual pattern of drifting 
across ponds that show signs of redfish presence. 
It’s May, so there should be plenty of fish and all of 
them more than willing to eat a perfectly placed 
lure. What a way to spend the rest of your day!

Right now, fishing on the Texas coast is 
approaching its all-around best. It doesn’t matter 
where you go or what species you target, if fish are 
present they will likely be ready to take a lure as 
the warming water temperatures increases both 
their metabolism and their appetites. The bonus to 
this scenario is being able to take advantage of full 
days on the water without suffering the sweltering 
heat that is just around the corner. Full day 
excursions during July and August are not nearly 
as much fun. Spring is in full swing during May. Be 
safe, have fun, and fish it all.

C
O

N
TA

C
T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Purchase a Quality PFD
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S t o r y  b y  J o h n  B l a h a

T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

FISHING & PARTICIPATING IN 
A CONSERVATION MINDSET
We all remember the Freeze of February 2021.  We all 
had lots of concerns, especially those of us that had 
seen the freezes of 1983 and 1989.  Lot of things have 
changed along the coast since the ’83 and ’89 freezes.  
Most notably the number of anglers using the resource, 
the technology available to anglers, and simply the 
extreme increase in pressure along the coast.  Many in 
the recreational community have advocated for a more 
conservation minded approach to the resource for 
many years, sometimes to the belittlement of those that 
feel the resource is endless.  That in itself is an entirely 
new conversation, but bottom line is the resource 
cannot continue to face the pressure of anglers and 
what Mother Nature throws at it.  February 2021 was 
truly an eye opening moment for many.

CCA Texas, the Babes on the Bay Committee and 
many others decided quickly that changes had to 
be made and made immediately.  Those changes set 
the tone for many other tournaments, and it put the 
resource first.  CCA Texas STAR tournament announced 
within weeks an entirely different new format that 
was totally catch and release.  Babes on the Bay 
followed suite, and many other tournaments fell in line 

shortly after, including high profile events such as the 
Saltwater Legends Series.  All of the events shifted to 
different catch and release formats, that focused on the 
immediate release of the fish caught.

The CCA Texas STAR tournament will continue to 
maintain its Catch-Clip-Release format for the 2022 
Tournament in its two major divisions.  In the Texas 
Ford Dealer’s Red-Tagged Redfish Division the FIRST 
FIVE RED-TAGGED redfish caught, tag clipped, fish 
released & tag turned in at an official CCA Texas STAR 
Weigh Station, who are certified as winners, will take 
home a 2022 Ford F150 “Texas Edition” XLT Super Cab 
connected to a Haynie 23 Bigfoot with a Mercury 
150 L Pro XS Optimax and Coastline Trailer. The next 
five eligible anglers who turn in a RED and under will 
receive a $25,000 scholarship and boat in lieu of truck/
boat for the first 5 prizes.  In the Blue-Tagged Redfish 
Division, the FIRST THREE BLUE-TAGGED redfish 
caught, tag clipped, fish released & tag turned in at an 
official CCA Texas STAR Weigh Station, who are certified 
as winners, will take home a 2022 Mowdy 22’ V boat, 
with a Mercury 150 L Pro XS Optimax and Coastline 
Trailer. The following six, will receive a $750 Academy 

CCA Texas continues to work to ensure critical measures to 
protect our coastal resources. These include the ongoing effort 
to pass the TPWD Coastal Fisheries Proposal to close all reefs in 

the Mesquite Bay complex to oyster harvest in the future.

 44   |   May 2022



Sports + Outdoors gift card.  
The STAR tournament will re-introduce catch and weigh divisions 

for drum, sheepshead and gafftop for inshore and youth divisions.  
Eligible anglers who weigh in the HEAVIEST Sheepshead, gafftop 
and black drum will take home a 2022 Shoalwater19’ Cat Boat, 
115hp Mercury Motor & McClain Trailer. There will be four runner-up 
prizes in each species category.  Eligible STAR Kids ages 6-10 who 
weigh in the heaviest gafftop or sheepshead can win scholarships 
from $2500 to $30,000.  Eligible STAR Teens ages 11-17 who weigh 
in heaviest gafftop or sheepshead will also win scholarships from 
$2500 to $30,000.  Offshore anglers will be able to participate as 
well.  Eligible anglers who weigh in the heaviest kingfish, dorado, 
ling and red snapper will take home a 2022 Hoffpauir Polaris Ranger 
Crew 570EFI Polaris Pursuit Camo, Big TexTrailer and a STAR Special 
Edition Trophy.

Babes on the Bay, Babes on Baffin, and other CCA Texas chapter 
tournaments will continue in their Catch-Photo-Release formats, 
using the Fishing Chaos App.  Babes on the Bay is first up on May 
13/14, 2022 in Fulton, TX at the Fulton Convention Center.  Anglers 
will compete in six divisions: Non-Guided Any Bait; Non-Guided 
Artificial; Guided Any Bait; Guided Artificial; Fly; and Babettes.  The 
Tournament Committee is putting the final touches on the event and 
is looking forward to another great turnout.  Anglers will fish for their 
top four redfish. The teams can consist of up to four anglers (two for 
fly fishing and Babettes are considered individuals as well as part of 
the Team they are fishing with).  They will all submit their catches to 
Fishing Chaos. The submissions will be judged by a third party and 
the app will automatically cull the team’s fish and sort by length and 

Many tournaments offer catch and release options 
for their format. Take the opportunity to explore 

these events, and encourage others to do the same.
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time submitted.  This format will be consistent throughout all CCA 
Texas chapter tournaments once again in 2022.

If you are a tournament director or participant, we encourage 
you to take a more conservation minded approach to your events, 
especially for sportfish species.  There are many formats, and those 
used by CCA Texas are only a few of those available.  Please take a 
moment, think about your tournament structure and simply put the 
resource first.  Many thanks to those that have taken a conservative 
approach moving forward and good luck to them all.

AdvocAcy

At the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission meeting on March 24, 
2022, the Commission withdrew closure of Oyster Reef Areas within 
the Mesquite Bay Complex from the agenda. Instead, they opted to 
ask the Department (TPWD) to form a task force of stakeholders to 
develop metrics that would define success of a possible closure with 
the goal of deciding on how to proceed prior to the beginning of 
the next oyster season on November 1, 2022. Additionally, the task 
force will also be asked to evaluate the oyster fishery across all bay 
systems from a wholistic standpoint. 

The support to permanently close the Mesquite Bay Complex to 
oyster harvesting was overwhelming with 79% of public comments 
favoring the closure. We sincerely appreciate your support through 
your public comments. YOU made your voice loud and clear. 

Additionally, 16 non-government organizations submitted individual 
letters backing the justification for the proposal and offered 
suggestions to the Commission on how to proceed moving forward. 
However, after listening to nearly 4 hours of public testimony, the 
Commission was unable to land on a decision. You can listen 
to the entire meeting and public comment by clicking here and 
forwarding the audio to the 18:41 mark.

It is important to remember that the Mesquite Bay Oyster Harvest 
Area (TX-28) was closed on December 21st of last year and will 
continue to be temporarily closed for the remainder of the 
current public oyster season, which ends April 30, 2022. 

What’s next? We fight on and continue our work to ensure a 
sustainable Texas Oyster Fishery which recognizes the structural and 
ecological benefits of our public oyster reefs.

We will continue to let you know how and when to take action, 
because we’ll need your voice again to save our Texas Oyster 
Fishery.

Once again, thank you to everyone who got involved and engaged 
on this critical issue. Your ongoing support and grassroots efforts 
to ensure the health and conservation of our marine resources and 
anglers’ access to them is truly appreciated and will be needed in the 
near future. 

Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter and keep 
an eye on ccatexas.org for all the latest information.

YOUR RODS. YOUR WAY.
Elevate your fishing game with custom built rods.

MUDHOLE.COM
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Gamakatsu’s new Spring Lock Spinner will help you get 
bit! By adding flash and vibration, the Spring Lock Spinner 
gives a life like flash to your favorite baits. In addition, the 
Double Down spring lock bait screw will keep soft plastics 
perfectly positioned so they run true every cast!
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If you’ve never heard of a tar lily, you’re not alone. Few 
have been discovered in our oceans, but two of them 
reside 175 miles off the Galveston coast in the Gulf of 
Mexico. In 2014, NOAA scientists searching for shipwreck 
remains with a submersible vehicle found something 
unexpected instead – the remains of two dormant asphalt 
volcanoes. The extrusions formed the shape of lilies, and 
thus were dubbed “tar lilies.” They were found over a mile 
beneath the surface, north of the Sigsbee Escarpment, a 
feature that separates the dimpled depths of the northern 
Gulf of Mexico from the flat abyssal plain to the south. The 
thick, deeply buried salt deposits in the northern Gulf that 
cause the unusual dome and basin pattern play a critical 
role in the seepage of natural gas, oil, brines, muds, and 
asphalt from the seafloor.

To understand how these tar lilies formed, we should 
start with some context. In geologic terms, asphalt, or 
bitumen, is a naturally occurring, viscous, semi-solid form 
of petroleum, distinct from the refined asphalt mix used in 
roads. It comes from crude oil, and can be separated from 
other crude oil components – such as diesel and gasoline 
– by vacuum distillation (a type of distillation performed 
under reduced pressure that separates compounds based 
on differences in their boiling points). Tar looks similar to 
asphalt, but is extracted from coal, rather than crude oil. 
Colloquially, these terms are used interchangeably though, 
hence “tar” lilies – also, the “tar” sand deposits in Canada, 
which do not come from coal. Geologically speaking, the 

term asphalt is used interchangeably with bitumen. But 
to reduce confusion, geologists around the world often 
use bitumen to refer to naturally occurring material, and 
asphalt to refer to the refined mix.

Bitumen deposits occur naturally throughout the 
world. One well-known deposit is the La Brea Tar Pits 
in California, where many prehistoric animals met their 
end, but significant deposits are also found in Trinidad’s 
Pitch Lake, the Dead Sea, Venezuela, Switzerland, and 
northeastern Alberta, Canada. The chemical composition 
and consistency of these deposits vary significantly. In 
some places, bitumen exudes naturally from the ground; 
in others, it congeals as liquid pools, which can harden 
into mounds; and in some, it oozes from underwater 
seeps, washing up as tarballs along water’s edge (in Santa 
Barbara, CA, for instance). Through history, bitumen has 
had many uses: sealant, adhesive, building mortar, incense, 
and decorative pigment and texture. It was also commonly 
used in waterproofing canoes and such, and even in the 
mummification process of ancient Egypt.

Though glowing streams of molten rock are what 
most people think of when they hear the word ‘volcano,’ 
eruptions of mud, shale, and salt can also form volcanoes. 
As a major petroleum basin, the northern Gulf of Mexico 
is underlain by large deposits of oil and natural gas, so 
a petroleum volcano isn’t a far-fetched notion at all. 
Asphalt volcanoes are a type of seamount (a submarine 
volcanic mountain) first discovered in 2003 by a research 

S T E P H A N I E  B O Y D

F I S H Y  F A C T S

TAR LILIES

ROV Deep Discoverer approaches the 
first tar lily. Image courtesy of the NOAA 

Office of Ocean Exploration and Research, 
Exploration of the Gulf of Mexico 2014.
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expedition in the southern Gulf of Mexico. They are located on a seafloor 
hill named Chapopote, which is in a field of salt domes known as the 
Campeche Knolls, a series of steep hills formed from salt bodies that rise 
from underlying rock. The research team documented flows as wide as 
66 feet across and similar in structure to the distinctive aa and pahoehoe 
types of basalt lava flow seen in Hawaii. Alongside the asphalt were 
areas soaked with petroleum and methane hydrate, also spewed from 
the volcano, an attractive environment for chemosynthetic bacteria and 
tubeworms, Since then, more asphalt seamounts have been found, both 
along the coast of the US and Mexico, and in other regions of the world. 
Some are even still active.

In 2004, scientists on the German ship F/V SONNE reported asphalt 
volcanoes nearly 2 miles deep in the southern Gulf of Mexico. Later 
reports confirmed similar asphalt volcanoes off the coast of California 
and West Africa. In 2007, seven more seamounts were discovered off 
the coast of Santa Barbara, California. The largest lies at a depth of 700 
feet. The seamounts were larger than a football field and about as tall 
as a six-story building, all made completely out of asphalt. In 2017, 
NOAA’s Deep Discoverer (D2) remotely operated vehicle (ROV) found 
an asphalt seep at ~3,775 feet deep in an area known as Henderson 
Ridge. However, none of these discoveries showed the distinctive tar 
lily phenomena of the 2014 expedition.

Aboard the Okeanos Explorer, the NOAA team mapped the seafloor 
with sonar, sending down the D2, along with the Seiros camera 
platform, to check out anything interesting. Some of those things end 
up being shipwrecks, but there were also natural features – such as cold 
seeps, brine pools, mud volcanoes, etc. – which provided clues that 
marine scientists, as well as drillers, might find interesting. During Dive 

12, sidescan sonar showed a cluster of large structures just over a mile 
deep. NOAA explorers steered the D2 to the bottom, thinking that they 
were approaching the wreck of a sunken ship. The team knew that three 
sunken vessels already lay off the Galveston coast, and that artifacts 
from those wrecks – including anchors and jars of ginger (possibly used 
to treat seasickness) – had already been collected. While approaching 
the predicted wreck, the D2 passed over a flat, sedimented seafloor with 
scattered black bacterial mats, a number of unbranched bamboo corals 
and holothurians, sea pens, shrimp, polychaetes and one wooden log, 
heavily infested with squat lobsters.

The archeologists watching the dive footage were ready to note the 
shape of the hull and look for telltale debris. Instead, the D2’s cameras 
revealed massive blackened rocks splayed out over the seabed in the 
shape of an enormous flower, 20 feet wide and 10 feet high. Within 
minutes of observing the first part of the suspected shipwreck, it became 
clear that the feature was not man-made, but a natural phenomenon 
– also that they weren’t rocks. Parts were rounded like they had been 
squeezed out of a tube, and dozens of cracks and fissures revealed a 
smooth black substance. Discussion between the shore and the ship 
convened on the likeliest explanation – a much unexpected example of 
an asphalt volcano. But rather than a sticky mess, the thick petroleum 
flows had built elegant flower-like forms, the first of its kind documented 
in this area of the Gulf of Mexico. Each ‘petal’ of the extrusion was curved 
and layered, a result of the hot asphalt’s contact with frigid seawater.

The asphalt in these volcanoes is produced by the same geologic 
processes that form oil and gas. There are many oil platforms in the Gulf 
that drill into reservoirs of oil and gas. Some of these reservoirs are so old 
that the oil they contain has been ‘cooked’ for millions of years. Heating 

W W W.SPRO.COM

POCKET TAIL MINNOW

SPRO’s new ultra-durable Pocket Tail 
Minnow features a ribbed body that 
moves more water and a pocket tail 
that creates the ultimate swimming 

action. Infused with SPRO’s Amino Bite 
technology, you’ll experience more 
bites and fish will hold on longer.

w/AMINO BITE TECHNOLOGY
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causes the volatile components to 
evaporate, leaving behind a thick, 
tarry remnant – like what would 
be left behind if you dissolved 
grease in gasoline, then all the 
gasoline evaporated. In refineries, 
the residue is mixed with sand and 
lighter oil, then heated to make 
it flexible enough to pave roads. 
In deep-sea asphalt volcanos, the 
residue is squeezed out in huge 
ropey masses that bend and flow, 
or splay into lilies in rare cases. 
When the asphalt cools to the 
point that it cannot flow anymore, 
cracks and fractures form. The 
hard petals become islands of 
life for animals that need hard 
surfaces. Sitting in the middle of 
the ocean floor, surrounded by 
heavy sediment, the tar lily attracts 
colonizing sea life, since creatures 
have something they can attach 
to or sit on, an impossibility in the 
deep sediment surrounding the 
lily. The first tar lily was colonized 
by fly trap anemones, unidentified 
sponges, goose neck barnacles, 
octocorals, sea pens, squat lobsters, 
and bamboo corals. There were also 
a few chemosynthetic creatures, 
including tube worms, bacterial 
mats, and Alvinocaris shrimp. 
Bacteria that can utilize petroleum 
and methane hydrate (another 
substance extruded by asphalt 
volcanos) as food generate a sulfur-based food chain for chemosynthetic 
tube worms and mats of other sulfur-oxidizing bacteria. At the second 
tar lily, there were more chemosynthetic worms, a spiral coral, a few 
octocorals, and several branching bamboo corals.

Though these tar lilies are hundreds to thousands of years old, and 
they appear to be dormant for the moment, the size of the extrusions 
suggests that there may be more asphalt below that might get squeezed 
out in the future. Additionally, they’ve shed more light on asphalt 
volcanoes, and the mysteries of our leaky petroleum basin, in general. 
With three well-documented examples in the Gulf, and others off Africa 
and California, seafloor asphalt can be classified as its own niche habitat. 
Another world, right beneath our boats.

Where I learned about tar lilies, and you can too!

NOAA
oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/okeanos/explorations/ex1402/dailyupdates/
dailyupdates.html#cbpi=apr24.html
oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/okeanos/explorations/ex1402/logs/apr24/apr24.html
oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/okeanos/explorations/ex1711/logs/dec17/welcome.html

Michigan State University
spartanideas.msu.edu/2014/05/06/an-unexpected-discovery-of-tar-lilies-in-

the-gulf-of-mexico/

KQED
www.kqed.org/science/17114/noaa-expedition-finds-ashphalt-volcanic-tar-
lilies-in-gulf-of-mexico

International Business Times
www.ibtimes.co.uk/gulf-mexico-shipwreck-explorers-discover-rare-
submerged-tar-lily-volcanoes-1446849

Newser
www.newser.com/story/186116/shipwreck-turns-out-to-be-rare-tar-volcanoes.html

ThoughtCo
www.thoughtco.com/bitumen-history-of-black-goo-170085

Wikipedia
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asphalt_volcano

Tar Lily Discovery

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Here you can see a close up view of one of the 
“tar lily” “petals.” The first asphalt extrusion had 

a number of corals and anemones colonizing it. 
These organisms allowed our science team to give 

these features an approximate age on the order 
of tens to hundreds of years old. Image courtesy of 
the NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration and Research, 

Exploration of the Gulf of Mexico 2014.

Map showing the northern Gulf of Mexico, with the locations of Dive 09, which discovered an asphalt seep at the 
seafloor, and the 2014 “tar lily” dive, which found seafloor formations made of extruded asphalt. The Sigsbee Escarpment 

marks the southern edge of the salt sheet that underlies the northern Gulf of Mexico. Bathymetry north of the Sigsbee 
Escarpment from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s dataset. Image courtesy of the U.S. Geological Survey. 
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Choose the original fiberglass piling so 
your project will last for generations
From docks, piers and boathouses to waterfront foundations, Pearson 
Pilings are stronger and stand up to the elements longer than any other.

• Safer for the environment
• Lighter, easier to handle
• 100% fiberglass construction for unmatched strength 
• Structural integrity resists storm damage 

Pearson, the name that revolutionized 
fiberglass boats, has done the same 
for docks.
Upgrade your property with the luxury, state-of-the-
art, maintenance-free, monopile dock that outlasts 
traditional designs, the Pearson Premium  
All-Composite Dock.

Build it right. Build it for generations.  
Visit pearsonpilings.com to get started  
or call Pearson Pilings at 508.675.0594.

MILLENNIUMMARINE.COM

CATCH IN
COMFORT

Millennium Marine’s Pro-M 100 features 

a unique, patented design that provides 

unmatched comfort, functionality and 

durability. Enjoy all-day comfort on the 

water rain or shine with Millennium Marine.

B100 BOAT SEATS
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

RUNNING WITH THE BULLS
Dozens of species of sharks prowl the waters off the Texas 
coast.  Some, like the cat sharks, average only about a 
foot in length, while others, like the great hammerheads, 
can attain lengths over 14 feet and weigh more than 
half a ton. I’ve been lucky enough to catch many kinds 
and sizes of sharks in my fishing 
career, which now focuses 
primarily on targeting them.

The natural dynamics 
affecting the coastline, driven 
by winds, weather and currents, 
sculpt an ever evolving beach. 
The creatures roaming the 
nearshore waters change 
with the seasons too.  Come 
the month of May, a fierce 
monster invades the shallows. 
Responsible for more attacks on 
humans than any other species 
around the world, the iconic 
bull shark is one of the most 
robust and versatile predators 
in any ocean.

If Texas were to name a “state 
shark,” the bull shark should 

certainly be it. Our population of these sharks runs 
the entire size spectrum; juvenile pups roam through 
inlets and into all parts of our bays, while giant, mature 
breeders rule the surf-zone.  The most massive adult 
female bulls push the scales toward the 600 pound mark 

and stretch to ten feet in length.  
These carnivorous, 

cannibalistic beasts devour most 
everything they bite, including 
members of their own kind; 
the biggest bulls easily eat 
medium-sized bulls. All sharks 
have healthy appetites, but bulls 
tend toward gorging themselves 
excessively. Their ravenous 
feeding habits contribute to the 
maintenance of their bulky body 
mass. Consequently, anglers 
commonly catch six-foot bull 
sharks on twenty-pound baits 
rigged for huge tigers or great 
hammerheads.  

Bull sharks occupy an 
expansive range globally, 
occupying both tropical and 

Author Oz with a large May 
bull shark – released!

Alexis Anthony 
demonstrates the 

business end of 
a nice bull shark 
prior to release.
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THE GULF
OR

THE BAY?

I mean, there’s no wrong answer. 

I can troll for trophies onboard a 
charter, or find a guide to help me 
pole for redfish in the shallows. Both 
are fun. Both are exciting. And both 
end with me back on shore, cold 
beverage in hand, watching the sun 
set over the water.

Maybe I’ll flip a coin and let lady 
luck decide. 

That’s as hard as it gets.

sopadre.com

THE GULF
THE BAY?
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subtropical waters.  Additionally, they’re one of only a few 
species of sharks capable of tolerating freshwater. Across the 
world, they often show up in large rivers and around the deltas 
where the streams merge with saltwater. Legends suggest 
bulls sometimes venture hundreds of miles upriver.

 Reliable evidence shows bulls have pushed as far up the 
Mississippi River as the state of Illinois. Closer to home, these 
versatile predators commonly swim through channels and 
passes into our back bays, coves and lakes. The state record 
bull shark was caught not in the blue waters of the Gulf, but in 
the shallow waters of Aransas Bay, behind San Jose island. For 
as long as anyone can remember, anglers who choose to wade 
in this area have described encounters with bulls raiding their 
stringers and picking them clean. 

But though bull sharks could show up in just about any place 
where water connects to the ocean, most of our encounters 
with them happen in the surf. Mostly during the seasons of 
spring and fall, large numbers of bulls run the guts fronting 
the beach. A trickle show up in March. By April, their numbers 
rise, as the jack crevalle and other fish come through. In May, 
the large breeders make their way in, to take advantage of the 
bountiful buffet. 

Most of the big females enter the surf-zone carrying pups. 
They like to drop their young in the shallowest areas, close to 
the sand. The water in the inner guts becomes a kind of nursery 
to these pups.  Their main threats come from other, larger 
sharks. If they survive the summer, they often become part 
of the feeding frenzy of fall, taking advantage of the copious 
amounts of prey concentrated along the beachfront then. 

Among sharking enthusiasts along the coast, any bull shark 
measuring over eight feet in length is considered a really fine 
catch. Anything over nine feet certainly meets the standard 
definition of trophy, in Texas. The late-spring bull shark run can 
be an adrenaline pumping affair. Hooking up with a 400-pound 
bull shark feels much like hooking a tank.  

While not the fastest man in a gray suit, bulls adeptly use 
their ample girth to do what they want, when they want. For 
this reason, a fight with a nine-foot bull can last longer than one with 
a similar sized shark of any other species. Seemingly fearless, these 
creatures fight as though they know they rank high on the list of the 
ocean’s baddest killers.

When I target bulls, I use the biggest baits possible. Whole jack 
crevalle or large chunks of stingray have provided my best results. 
Both southern and roughtail rays will work, and of course, cownose 
rays are exceptional. Oversizing baits also provides the benefit of the 
possibility of a large tiger or hammer picking it up instead.  

Rigging for bulls can be quite simple; I utilize a single circle hook 
(20/0 or 24/0) at the end of a big bait and just let the shark eat it.  They 
may hit the bait more than once, but the good thing about bulls is 
they usually continue eating a bait until it is completely devoured. My 
leaders of choice are the Catchsharks.com—Incognito series setups 
with Tru-Sand hooks. This highly recommended pairing results in 
incredible success, not just for bulls, but for all shark species. 

I enjoy fishing for these mammoth brutes because of their ample 
girth and obvious ferocity. My charter clients get a kick out of seeing 
how truly predatory this shark is. Bulls always display a menacing 
presence in a close encounter, partly because they have the widest 

heads and mouthfuls of some of the biggest teeth of any fish their size.
When caught, bulls battle to the bitter end. Males in particular have 

hellish reputations for being hyper-aggressive when dragged onto 
the sand. Studies indicate male bull sharks possess as much or more 
testosterone per pound as any living creature. I can attest to this first 
hand, after witnessing them practically walking on their pectoral fins 
across the sand to return to the water.  

Big bulls are indeed dangerous both in and out of the water; they’re 
also extremely fun to catch.  Anglers can experience quite a rush 
handling these feisty critters, and all who attempt to do so should 
exercise caution.  Running with the brazen bulls provides an elemental 
and exhilarating thrill to shark hunters up and down the Texas coast.

C
O

N
TA
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T

For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com

Large rays are some 
of the bull sharks 

favorite foods.

Bull shark presence in 
the surf zone increases 

significantly during May.
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Call us for custom buildings and homes on your own property!

361-576-3825 Office | 361-576-3828 Fax
36 Hunters Circle, Victoria, TX 77905

www.RafterJConstruction.com

Barndominiums • Metal Buildings • Boat and Mini 
Storage • Metal Frame Homes • Commercial Buildings

“We contracted the construction of the TSFMag office 
building with Farrell Jackson. Jackson also built my son’s bay 
house here in Seadrift. We were completely satisfied with 
both projects…a professional and trustworthy contractor.” 
~ Everett Johnson | Editor/Publisher, TSF Mag
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April 2nd | May 7th | June 11th | July 9th | August 6th

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !
GalvestonRedfishSeries.com

Use promo code “DinnerBell15” for 15% o� your online order

The original & only patented rattling jig
with styles for almost every species of fish

in both fresh water & saltwater!

A product of Chicky Tackle Company, LLC
877-514-8252    www.rockportrattler.com

Houston Fishing ShowHouston Fishing Show

WATERLOORODS.COM 
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KnockinTailLures.comKnockinTailLures.com

SpotlightsSpotlights

Home of the
&

www.CoastalFishingGear.com | 281-736-6670

USE COUPON CODE TSFM15 FOR 
15% OFF OF CFG ONLINE ORDERS
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NEW

CalcuttaYeti Camino® Carryall
Calcutta Pack Fish Coolers are designed to keep your catch 

cool and fresh. And, the built-in ruler makes measuring 

your catch easy. Convenient fold-up design for compact 

transport and storage. These fish coolers are built to be 

tough and hardworking with seriously thick insulation. 

Comes in two sizes and three designs starting at $44.99.

FEATURES

- Easy pull taped sealed zippers 

- Welded waterproof liner keeps ice and water inside.

- Thick insulated no sweat design keeps fish fresh.

- Strong woven nylon shoulder strap and carrying handles 

for convenient transport

Browse all models at CalcuttaOutdoors.com

The new compact Camino® 20 Carryall is built for daily hauls. Tough 

inside and out, the bag features deployable dividers and two interior 

zippered pockets. Made from the same waterproof, ultra-durable, and 

easy-to-clean material as the Panga® Duffel, this tote bag will keep 

muddy boots contained and provide a tough barrier against your 

trusty grill set. Designed for everyday carry, the Camino® 20 Carryall is 

the go-to bag for all of life’s small adventures. | www.Yeti.com

Fin-Nor Eyewear
Fin-Nor Sunglasses (from $199) Purpose-built for life at sea, Fin-Nor 

has one simple purpose in designing, engineering, and building 

sunglasses – deliver the ultimate sense of sight to anglers, no 

matter the conditions. Fin-Nor sunglasses are uniquely designed to 

maximize anglers’ ability to see the world around them clearly and 

comfortably and help cut through every barrier between you and 

the fight you came to pick. Fin-Nor’s premiere Lateral Line Lens 

technology optimizes the sunglasses for life at sea, giving anglers: 

Distortion-free color, Durability, and Precision optics.  

Fin-Nor.com
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P R O D U C T S

Eagle Claw® Inshore Spinning Reels

SpiderWire

SnapJacket 
Piling and Timber Repair

Eagle Claw® Inshore Spinning Reels are designed with the strength and 

durability to stand up to the rigors of inshore saltwater fishing. Anglers 

are often forced to choose between durability and performance, not 

so with the Eagle Claw® Inshore Spinning Reels. The lightweight 

and saltwater resistant aluminum body, spool, and handle 

offer tanklike durability without sacrificing comfort. The 9+1 

bearings offer silky-smooth operation anglers can feel with 

every rotation of the handle, and the front drag can take the 

sheer power and speed of any inshore species. The Inshore 

spinning reel is well-rounded and a new standby for anglers 

looking for flexibility and dependability in their fishing gear.

www.EagleClaw.com

SpiderWire DuraBraid: (MSRP $13.99) SpiderWire® 

DURABRAID is 25% tougher than Power Pro! Strong knots 

with super shock absorbency, SpiderWire DURABRAID is 

now the toughest braid in the market. Designed to be fished 

around rocks, docks, boat hoists, heavy vegetation, and timber. 

www.purefishing.com/collections/Spiderwire-superline

Repair your rotted and even broken pilings quickly and 

inexpensively with SnapJacket vinyl piling repair sleeves.  

SnapJacket is the toughest and longest-lasting option to preserve, 

repair, and protect rotted marine pilings. 

Plus, SnapJacket’s design makes it easy to 

install, keeping timber pilings repair costs 

to an absolute minimum. No need to 

pull and replace old, rotted pilings. With 

SnapJacket, you’re effectively getting a 

second life out of your old pilings. DIY 

install or let us recommend a trustworthy 

contractor. Call (800) 882-6691 or go 

to www.PoleAndTimber.com for 

pictures, videos, specs, and fast quotes. 
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Spring winds and tides dictate how we 
fish for trout in May. Matagorda anglers 
are always trying to get in the middle 
of East Bay in five feet of water because 
there is always a chance of catching a 
speckled trout as long as your arm. 

Smile, take a photo, then let her go. 
Keep smiling, keep talking about how 
big she was, and then pat yourself on 
the back for taking care of our natural 
resources. I and everyone else thank 
you for putting the good of the bay 
ahead of your self-worth – It’s working! 
Our bays are rebounding and it’s all 
because of changing attitudes geared 
toward the good of the resource.

When tides are above normal the 
east end of the bay around Brown 
Cedar Flats seems to hold more fish. 
Look for swollen tides in May and make 
long drifts with plastics and live shrimp. 

We will continue to work mud and shell flats on the west end of East 
Bay when the wind allows.

Best baits have been a Gulp, 
Vudu, or live shrimp under a 
popping cork, but Bass Assassins, 
Down South Lures, and MirrOlure 
Lil’ Johns have worked as well.

Back lakes are holding beautiful 
reds while wading or drifting. If 
you wade you can really stay with 
a school and keep from dispersing 
the crowd with hull slap from your 
boat. If you must fish from a boat, 
make long casts with plastics or 
shrimp under cork. Aim for the 
sandy potholes.

Reefs along the north and 
south shorelines of West 
Matagorda Bay are holding large 
concentrations of reds. Popping 
corks with about a foot of leader 
and a live shrimp have been 
deadly. Lure guys are chunking 
gold spoons, broken-backs, soft 
plastics and Humpbacks.

When the wind blows harder 
than 15 knots from the south 
the best option is to wade West Matagorda Bay. Grass beds along the 
south shoreline hold clean water, but it is the dingy water that actually 
holds most of the fish. Afternoon incoming tides are ushering in wads 
of glass minnows and trout follow the minnows. We are throwing 
small topwaters, MirrOlure Soft-Dines, and soft plastics on 1/8-ounce 
jig heads.

Flounder are beginning to show in the bayous along the south 
shoreline of West Matagorda Bay and Espiritu Santo Bay. Waders 
have scored more bites on scented soft plastics like Gulps and 
MirrOlure Lil Johns. Dragging the muddy bottom of sloughs and 
bayous has been the best bet. Spring tides have pushed more flatfish 
tight to the grass where they are dining on mud minnows, small 
shrimp and glass minnows.

Black drum action in May is good with larger tides, especially on the 
large, shallow reefs. Back lakes with shell like Oyster and Crab lakes 
are all about black drum. Drum love fresh shrimp and it’s a good game 
plan for lots of bent rods.

Offshore guys are taking advantage of calm days to get out and 
catch state water red snapper. Wrecks and reefs inside the nine mile 
territorial waters have been prospering lately. Look for kingfish and 
other pelagic species to work closer to the beach this month.

I will be giving the Garmin Middle Coast fishing report on the Texas 
Insider Fishing Report on ATT Sportsnet SW and Bally’s SW every 
Thursday-Saturday. Show times vary weekly due to the Astros and 
Rangers schedule.

Please continue to take care of our resource and consider releasing 
more than you harvest. 

Check out Sunrise Lodge video: http://vimeo.com/m/58631486

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

May Fishing in Matagorda – The 
Emergence of Summer Patterns
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Coming into late spring our Middle 
Coast fishing has been very good with 
excellent redfish action and fair to 
decent numbers of speckled trout. As 
you are likely already aware, new trout 
regulations went into effect March 16, 
2022. The daily bag has been reduced 
to three trout with slot length of 17 to 
23 inches. This applies to all bays from 
East Matagorda and continuing south 
through the Lower Laguna Madre. You 

might be wondering whether this is in response to the February 2021 
freeze and the answer is yes. This rule will expire August 31, 2023 when 
the prior regulations will be reinstated. I am personally hopeful this will 
help boost our trout populations back to healthier numbers.

I have decided to delay purchasing a new boat this year, due mostly 
to supply shortages of certain key components, the rise in inflation, 
and the general direction of the economy. After years of use, I decided 
instead to give my trusty Shallow Sport a much needed facelift. Beck 
and David’s Fiberglass Repair here in Seadrift was my first choice to 
handle the project as I have seen numerous examples of their excellent 
work over the years. Admittedly, I had high expectations, but what they 

delivered was even beyond these. 
Beck and David have been in the boat 

refurbishing business since 2008. This husband 
and wife duo are not afraid of work and treated 
my boat as if it was their own. Never, have I ever, 
had anybody more knowledgeable, hardworking, 
willing and downright happy to make my boat look 
like new again. They not only changed the hull to 
a custom color of my choice, they also rewired and 
replaced the fuse panel, and switch panel. They 
also installed new hatch seals, scuppers, hydraulic 
and fuel hoses, and built a new cavitation plate.

While I’m offering glowing comments, I also 

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Shellie Gray was born 
in Port Lavaca and has been 
guiding in the Seadrift/Port 
O’Connor area full time for the 
past 19 years. Shellie specializes 
in wading for trout and redfish 
year round with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

Years of service had taken their 
toll on my trusty Shallow Sport.
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want to mention Craig Vossler and Adam Price at T-Tops & More in Port 
O’Connor. These wonderfully talented men redesigned some of my 
aluminum work and built a new burn bar that includes a removable 
sport top for those “oh-so hot” days of summer. Vince Kacir at 36 
Motorsports in Port Lavaca did a superb job of powder-coating all my 
new aluminum to an attractive shiny black.

Please know that I receive no special discount or compensation of 
any kind for mentioning these fine local businesses. I simply believe that 
excellent craftsmanship and exceptional work ethic deserve recognition 
for exceeding my high expectations. See the accompanying before and 
after photos.

On to fishing, San Antonio Bay is showing good signs of improvement. 
I credit the reopening of Cedar Bayou last fall and bay water salinity 
returning to normal levels since last summer’s floods for greatly 
improved fishing opportunity. Although running toward the smaller 
side, the numbers of trout I have been catching recently has been 
nothing short of excellent. I have also been seeing good numbers of 
glass minnows, shrimp, and shad on the reefs. It’s really exciting seeing 
so much life returning after the beating this bay took last year. I hope our 
oysters thrive as well. 

Warming weather and water temperatures have greatly improved the 
quality of fishing along sandy shorelines of all the local bay systems, all of 
which have become my go-to haunts recently. Seagrasses are beginning 
to flourish and once again attracting huge rafts of baitfish as the grass 
provides both food and cover from hungry gamefish. With the seasonally 
higher water levels I have been concentrating my efforts in the shallows 
against shorelines first thing in the morning, and then moving out about 
hip- to- waist-deep by midday.

I shouldn’t have to remind all of you that Mother’s Day falls on Sunday, 
May 8 this year. I honestly feel that all of our mothers deserve more than 
one day a year to celebrate how much we love and cherish them. I try 
to remind my mom every chance I get how much she means to me, 
but just in case she reads this article (and I know she reads all of them) I 
want to put it in print as well. Thanks Mom for all that you have done and 
continue doing. My blessings are too numerous to list because of you 
but you should know that none of it would be possible if I didn’t have 
you at my side. Love you more Mom!

Her she is after the facelift provided 
by the local craftsmen mentioned; 
looking new again and ready for 

more years of service.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Major Facelift For My Shallow Sport

Where most docks lost the battle with 
Hurricane Sally, ThruFlow stood strong. 

See Hurricane Sally video.

Durable, non-slip Thru-Flow® panels enable 
hurricane winds, storm surge, rain, snow & 

debris to pass through the surface.

Build it and Enjoy it.
Maintenance Free.

thruflow.com   888-478-3569
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South Texas is alive right now, but could 
use a big slobbering kiss of rain.  Mother 
Nature is using up her reserves to put 
buds and blooms on the King Ranch, 
quail are whistling for mates while 
quenching their thirst on morning dew, 
and the bays are becoming full of life as 
the spring tide rolls in with new water 
from the gulf.  May, quite possibly, could 
be the perfect month.

Thirty-five  years ago I heard tales 
of trout coming through the Land 
Cut, a springtime migration of sorts.  I 
was very green then but the tellers of 
those tales were old salts that rarely got 
excited about much. These same men 
would get giddy as kids at Christmas 
this time of year and they could track 
and catch trout from the south end of 
the Cut all the way into Baffin. A handful 
of the best guides of that era, now 
legends, became masters of following 
this migration and catching more large 
trout than today’s anglers could begin 
to comprehend. Doug Bird (recently 
deceased), Johnny Mendleski, Bill 
Sheka, and Cliff Webb were, and still are, 
masters of  dropping a trolling motor 

and casting big topwaters along the edges of the Cut to trick giant trout. 
This was never my game but I heard the stories many times over as I 
patiently waited for the trout to break off into Baffin where I could have 
a better chance of wading for them.  

Every year we still see some semblance of that migration but it’s 
commonly known, with regards to trout, that it pales in comparison to 
those days. Everything is relative in my opinion. What we see coming 
through now are reduced numbers due to any number of factors; 
fewer fish overall, pressure to keep such fish, advancements in gear and 
technology, water quality, and fast boats that make that once long run 
much shorter. 

The migration was at its lowest during the brown tide years. You 
would hear reports of trout pushing through from the south. At some 
point they would hit that hard line of brown water in the Cut or near 
Rocky Slough and everything just stopped. They would make a U-turn 
back to the greener waters from which they came. Knock on wood, we 
have healthier water currently and I am looking forward to what will 
come through on this new springtime tide.  

Regardless of the number of trout that may or may not push north, 
there are other positive attributes of the big tide. One of the two biggest 
for me is the influx of clean gulf saltwater into Baffin. Honestly, it’s like 
putting a man recovering from a weeklong bender on oxygen and an 
I.V. It literally rejuvenates the whole bay system in a very short time.

The other biggie for me is new life in the form of baitfish. Mullet, 
menhaden, pogies, shrimp, etc., will be riding that tide and replenishing 
the bay with a food supply that becomes diminished through the colder 

months. After living months on a diet akin to rice and beans, Baffin’s 
resident fish will soon have a full buffet to gorge on.  

I have long thought that May in the Baffin complex is about the 
peak of catching both numbers and quality. Nearly every sand hole, 
rock, and bottom contour has potential to hold quality trout, so long as 
there is some amount of bait present. Furthermore, every lure type that 
one likes to throw has a place in the wading box and the potential to 
produce big when it wouldn’t in the colder months.  

Speaking of that, my box stays close to the same all year, and that 
includes the Corky. Whoever spread the rumor that Corkys only work in 
wintertime should have their fishing license taken away. Another lure 
that I have come to rely on and have tremendous confidence in is the 
MirrOlure 18MR Heavy Dine. This little guy is just awesome for deep 
drop-offs and travel routes. I tend to fish it fast to draw reaction strikes, 
which means it also effective as a fish-finder bait.   

In closing, please do your part for the bay and the trout recovery.  
We have an opportunity to bring the bays back to quality fishing if we 
practice catch and release through 2023 and beyond. There are just too 
many utilizing the resource to think we can keep every legal trout we 
catch. Be smart, see the big picture, and check the egos at the door. As 
Jimmy Buffett famously sang, “Treat her like a lady.”

Remember the buffalo!  -Capt David Rowsey
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David Rowsey has 30 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

King Ranch Shoreline – Solid 
Trout with Capt. David Rowsey

Josh Johnson with a hard-
earned and well-deserved 
Baffin giant that pushed 
eight pounds - Red Shad 

Bass Assassin – CPR!
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Greetings from Port Mansfield! Much 
to cover but most importantly we have 
made it through the winter unscathed, 
we have new trout regulations 
underway, and our fishery is slowly 
recovering. This past big trout season 
was nothing like before last February’s 
freeze, and what it did for me personally 
was hone my fish locating skills. Not 
necessarily my fish catching skills, 
because the freeze did not change the 
way you catch them, but it certainly 
reduced the historic abundance. That 
said, if you find a spattering of good 
trout you have accomplished the 
hardest part; now just approach them 
as you normally would. Thankfully, 
because of the new trout regulations, 
we have nearly two years to help get 

this fishery back where it once was, and I am confident we can get this 
accomplished if we can all pitch in and help it along.   

The month of May generally kicks off the fishing season for lots of 
folks, and with it comes tournaments. The first that comes to mind 
is the Shallow Sport Owners, which is likely the largest single-day 
tournament of the year. You might remember they adjusted their 
tournament format last year to include only two reds and one flounder 
because of the freeze. I am happy 
to report they are sticking to that 
format for 2022. I am hoping more 
will participate in live weigh-in option 
this year as another way to promote 
good stewardship of our fishery while 
still engaging in good old-fashioned 
competitive angling. Proud to be part 
of this organization. 

It seems that I am always touting 
good redfish fishing and this report 
is no different. The redfish bite has 
been extraordinarily strong for at 
least the last eight or nine months. 
The reds are big and mean and can 
be found anywhere from eight inches 
to three feet of water. They have been 
aggressively crushing topwaters such 
as the Mansfield Knockers and a lot 
of them are upper-slot to oversize. 
After a few of those you might find 
yourself taking a break on the boat. Some trout are mixed in with the 
reds but as of late the trout have been holding in areas with a little more 
grass. Isolated potholes seem best for trout, and most have been right 
smack dab in the middle of the new slot size of 17-23 inches. Somewhat 
concerning for sure but at least its only three per day instead of five. We 
are still releasing our trout with the exception of being deeply hooked 
and poor candidates for survival. When I shift back into keeping trout, 

the rules on my boat will again be tighter than the state’s regs. For years 
I have maintained a 20-inch max length on trout being retained and 
this will be reinstated someday when I can determine the fishery is 
sufficiently recovered to allow keeping a few.  

As we march on into early summer you can expect the predominate 
southeast winds to blow and the water levels to continue to rise. With 
this in play you can bet I will be working those back lake areas and 
shallow flats off the beaten path. Nothing better than working the 
knee-deep stuff tossing tops and tails at redfish and the occasional 
big trout. As a general springtime rule, I will be tossing the KWigglers 
4-inch Paddle Tails and topwaters. Later in the day, and as the winds 
pick up, I will shift my efforts to flats and slight bottom contour 
changes in open water. Here I will find color changes and current lines 
and if I see a few flickers of bait, you can bet there will be gamefish 
nearby. I might switch over to the Ball Tail Shad or slow roll a Wig-A-Lo 
along those color changes. 

All things considered I feel a lot better today than I did one year 
ago, but still cautious and certainly more respectful of our fishery. I 
will continue to do my best to maintain professionalism foremost in 
all my guiding endeavors and urge my clients to do the same. Sure, 
its tiring at times and a struggle to get up on day eight after seven 
consecutive days on the water, but knowing I might be one cast 
away from a new personal best trout, redfish, flounder, snook, or 
tarpon makes it all worthwhile. 

Till next time, stay safe and remember to practice catch and 
release when you can. 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

KWigglers Paddletails Attract Bites 
in Murky Springtime Water

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com
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Preston Beck 
tricked this beauty 
with a KWigglers 
Smoke-N-Mirrors 
Wig-A-Lo – CPR!

Bo McCool made 
the trek from 

Louisiana and was 
rewarded with this 

nice trout – CPR!
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I mentioned last month that the 
South Texas wind would switch to 
predominantly south and southeast this 
month. Boy, have they ever! Right now 
it’s blowing 40 and gusting to 50, which 
would make even flying kites difficult. 

This got me to wondering how fish 
in shallow water deal with the situation, 
being constantly pushed by such 
strong currents. Luckily, when winds 
have been moderate and water clarity 
remaining sandy to somewhat murky 
we have been enjoying great fishing 
success. Sometimes we need to relearn 
that fish need to eat even in less than 
ideal clarity conditions. Here’s to hoping 
for some calmer days ahead.

Our bigger trout catches took a slight 
uptick as of my last article, and currently 
we are continuing to bring a few of 
the bigger ones in front of the camera. 

I’ve noticed, though, especially early in the year, that the bigger trout 
have relocated several times to what seems less-traveled areas. It is 
known that if a bird’s nest is disturbed by a potential predator during 
its nesting or egg-laying stage, there’s a possibility it will desert and 
re-nest. So, because of fishing pressure and traffic, our bigger trout 
have relocated to nearby less-traveled zones. The trophy caliber trout 
continue to be in smaller numbers compared to years past, but it’s 
great to see that there are still a few big ones out there. 

Trout have been feeding actively on the surface, which means they’ve 
been hitting topwaters with a vengeance during prime feeding periods. 
Even during non-prime feeding periods a slow retrieve has been enticing 
them to bite. It’s been fun with explosive hook-ups and heavier-than-
normal weights as they are full of eggs in preparation for spawning 
during the coming new and full moons and stronger tides. Another 
aspect that increases excitement and productivity is the numerous slicks 
we are able to key on. Patience is the byword though, there’s always lots 
of smaller and aggressive male trout shadowing the larger females this 
time of year. I am a big believer in limiting my search for big trout during 
spring, keying on the strongest signs of fish feeding activity and usually 
hitting only three areas during an entire day.  

Overall, I will say our trout fishery is looking better than I expected. 
We are currently catching many undersized trout in many places, which 
is a good sign for the future, and plenty of keepers that many of my 
clients have chosen to release. 

Redfish remain abundant and they too are providing excellent 
topwater action. We are finding lots of slot and upper-slot specimens 
along with strong numbers of smaller fish which, the same as with 
trout, is an excellent sign for the future of the fishery.  While not seeing 
large schools recently there have been numerous pockets of slot-size 
fish to work with most days. 

Right now we are keying on smaller, active mullet on grass flats in 
two to three feet of water. Redfish can also be found along the edges of 
spoil islands and other sandy bottom areas where bait is plentiful. May 

has traditionally been an excellent time to target redfish as they begin 
to form summertime schools and their size will also increase as they 
grow rapidly in the warming waters. The trusty old plum-chartreuse 
KWiggler Ball Tail is hard to beat when the reds will not go on top. Ditto 
the new Wig-A-Lo, which has lately become a great choice for redfish, 
trout, and even snook. 

May marks the beginning of the tournament season and 
summertime crowds on the bays. Please use caution and courtesy as it 
will soon be get busier than ever. 

Perhaps a product of summertime boat traffic, I have observed the 
past few years that the new moon feeding patterns have not been as 
favorable as in years past. I still follow the solunar major and minor 
feeding predictions very closely but do not find them as consistent as 
they once seemed to be. 

The water has warmed sufficiently that we no longer need our Simms 
waders on a daily basis. Saying that, I want to remind all anglers that 
along with warmer air and water temperatures comes the nasty water-
borne bacteria that can cause serious and even deadly infections in open 
sores and wounds. So, while waders can be uncomfortable in warmer 
conditions, I suggest you do not wade unprotected if you have any such 
condition that might invite infection. Also, any cuts or scrapes incurred 
while wade fishing should be cleaned and disinfected immediately and 
you should also seek medical treatment as a precaution. 

Stay safe out there, help conserve our fisheries, and enjoy the 
Laguna Madre.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Lower Laguna Personal-Best Trout with 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros – 10.25 pounds! CPR!

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.
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Mark Alaniz was 
pleased to land this 

Lower Laguna eight-
pounder – CPR!
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Fast/Affordable
Risk Mitigation

No Heavy Equipment
Convenient
Environmentally Friendly

Benefits:

Porches & Stoops
Driveways
Sidewalks

Pool Decks & Patios

Bulkhead & Seawall Repair
The Deep Foamjection™ process will create a solid barrier 
preventing future erosion and degradation of sea wall/
bulkhead sub structure.  

Before

After

Concrete Lifting: 
Drill.

Pump.

Patch.
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Amaya Arriaga 
Rockport Beach Park Jetty - 23” first trout!

Madix Watz-Diaz & the Bates Boys 
Galveston Bay - 3’11” gar

Krystal Kuykendall 
Lighthouse Lake Trails - 21” personal best trout! CPR

Madison Dutcher 
Port O’Connor - redfish

Caitlin Griffin 
POC - 33” personal best red!

Junior Kotara 
Aransas Pass - black drum CPR

Kenzley Huckaby 
San Luis Pass - 23” trout
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First come – first published!
Photos are judged on artistic 

merit and sporting ethic displayed. 
No stringer, cleaning table, or 

hanging board images allowed. 
Digital images only. Adjust camera 
to high or best quality. All images 

become property of TSFMag. 
Email to: Photos@TSFMag.com

Include short description of 
your catch with name, date, bay 

system, etc. 

Photo 
Gallery 

Guidelines

Conrad Adix 
redfish, fishing with PawPaw

MaKenzie Pittman 
Galveston Bay - first flounder! CPR

Carrie Schoeffler & family 
Sargent - 41” black drum CPR

David Asebeto 
Redfish Island - 44” first redfish! CPR

Henry Payne 
San Luis Pass - first flounder!

MaKayla Pittman 
West Galveston Bay - trout

Lindy Cummings 
Shamrock Island - 23” black drum
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Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
James mentions the area behind San Luis Pass consistently produces 
year after year, in the Month of May. “Lots of people catch quality 
trout on the flats behind the pass this time of year. As long as there’s 
plenty of east in the wind, the flats on the south shoreline will hold 
good clarity, even under pretty strong winds. Calmer winds open up 
the whole area, including all the sand bars behind the pass, and the 
flat associated with the ICW on the other side. The best conditions for 
fishing down that way generally coincide with calmish winds and a 
tide flowing in during the morning hours. Close to the pass, the tide 
can’t be too strong, though, or it will muck up the water around the 
bars and guts. And, wading can get dangerous in such a situation 
too. The sand bars sprinkled with shell on the bay sides of the reefs 
fronting some of the bigger coves in lower parts of West Bay are also 
productive for trout this time of year. Topwaters often work well, as 
do hard baits like 51M MirrOlures and Catch 5s. Normally, areas which 
produce good catching hold rafts of mullet and other bait.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
Fishing in the eastern and upper parts of Galveston Bay has been 
good for Jim lately. “I had some real good days in Trinity Bay. Lots of 
trout, nothing real big, but an easy bite. We’re catching an occasional 
three or four pounder, but mostly we’ve got great numbers of two-
pound keepers. We did get a little push of freshwater, and I’ve moved 
back over to East Bay, and it’s been good over here too. Typical spring 
patterns in play. When it’s calm, the fishing is good out in the middle. 
We’re keying on slicks, rafts of bait and mud stirs, catching pretty much 
however we want to. Mostly throwing topwaters when the bite is easy 
and switching to tails when it’s a little tougher. Usually, May weather 
patterns include quite a bit of east in the wind. When it starts blowing 
over about 15 knots or so, wading is pretty much the only way to catch 
‘em. The water on the south shoreline of East Bay and the east side of 
Trinity will hold good water quality in those conditions, but only tight 
to the bank. It just gets too hard to catch much out of the boat.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
Randall looks forward to fishing in the month of May because of 
the abundance of life forms swimming around in the bays by then. 
“We see all kinds of things moving through the pass and onto the 
flats in Lower West Galveston Bay this time of year. We have lots 
of shrimp, glass minnows, shad, ballyhoo, ribbonfish, just all kinds 
of critters for the trout and redfish to eat. I have the best luck this 
time of year fishing around signs of activity like slicks and working 
birds, whether terns diving, gulls hovering, wading birds stalking 
the shallows or cormorants and pelicans hunting in an area. We do 
well with white SkitterWalks at times, working them erratically, with 
lots of starts and stops. This works best when we’re seeing plenty of 
ribbonfish. Otherwise, Norton Sand Eels in colors like tequila gold 
and cayenne gold rigged on three-eighths ounce jigheads produce 
more bites, especially when we’re fishing out of the boat in deeper 
water and casting around gulls hovering over schools of shrimp. The 
deeper parts of West Bay behind the pass hold plenty of schools of 

keeper trout and reds this time of year. And, the surf 
sometimes gets just right too.”

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Charlie Paradoski – 713.725.2401
Charlie mentions several productive areas and options for fishing in the 
Matagorda area in May. “May is a great month in both of the Matagorda 
bays, and the surf sometimes produces outstanding catches this time 
of year too. In East Bay, we will catch some of the bigger trout wading 
the coves with topwaters and twitch baits, also out of the boat throwing 
soft plastics over a bottom of mixed mud and shell. We normally have 
some birds working over both reds and trout this time of year. In West 
Bay, the fishing for reds and keeper-sized trout is good in the coves 
along the south shoreline too, and around some of the artificial reefs. 
Areas like Green’s and Cotton’s bayous are famous for a reason. When 
we’re heading that way, we like to check the surf when winds calm for a 
couple days. Normally, when the green water first makes it to the beach, 
the bite on trout in the surf is great for a while. If it stays calm too long 
and the water gets stupid clear, things will slow down some. A great 
topwater bite on big surf trout is hard to beat.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
Low tides and howling winds had made the fishing generally tough 
prior to the day on which Aaron submitted this report. “We have had 
a few good days when we’ve been able to get out and fish. The rivers 
have provided the most consistent action. The fish have been stacked 
up in them pretty good because of the presence of so much bait, 
including shad, mullet and grass shrimp. DSL in chicken of the sea 
and watermelon colors rigged on three-eighths ounce heads have 
worked best, tossed next to the ledges and bends in the rivers. Redfish 
have been holding way back in the marshes, eating grass shrimp. 
Pumpkinseed and pearl Norton Bull Minnows rigged on eighth-ounce 
heads have worked best to target them in the shallows. On big tides, 
the trout have been holding close to the jetties on the flats, taking 
small topwaters like Spook Juniors and Baby SkitterWalks. In May, 
Halfmoon Reef, the Barge and Yellow Well are all good spots to target 
trout. The reds should move out of the marshes to chase schools of 
shad and shrimp on bay shorelines. Egrets often provide the best clues 
about where this action happens.” 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
Lynn expects to be pointing the bow of his boat south quite a bit, 
during May. He will be heading that way under the power of a brand 
new Suzuki motor. “I’m glad to be back up and running, with a brand 
new motor. Will be wanting to fish down around Cedar Bayou quite a 
bit, in the coming months. Usually, soon after the spring equinox, we 
have some high tides for a while. High tides make the fishing on the flats 
in lower San Antonio and Mesquite bays good, especially when they’re 
coming in during the morning hours. If the tide is lower and when it’s 
going out, the fishing can be better in some of the guts associated with 
the reefs in the bays down that way. May is a great month to catch both 
trout and reds on tops, so we’ll be throwing topwaters most every day, 
starting with them in most cases, since they often work best early in the 

FISHING REPORTS     AND FORECASTS
from Big Lake to Boca Chica
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DOA 2.75 Shrimp
totally new design is the
best of both worlds – it’s like
fishing a jig and a DOA 
Shrimp. The weighted super 
sharp hook slips seamlessly 
into the body
of the shrimp.  It has a 
molded in rattle cavity to 
easily add sound, skips well,
sinks fast, and casts like a 
bullet.

Made in USA

12” Sna-Koil pro-style snake
is so close to the real thing it’s scary.
A true snake shape, the lifelike
profile slithers through weed lines
and over matted vegetation.
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mornings. Soft plastics are the best backups to the topwaters for me, 
this time of year. We rig them on light jigheads and work them fairly fast 
when we’re fishing the shallow shorelines and flats.”

Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
Blake says the trout fishing in the Rockport area is some of the best 
of the year. “We have great options to pursue this time of year, when 
we’re after trout. The fishing in area bays along sandy, grassy shorelines 
is usually excellent. We catch plenty on topwaters like the Baby 
SkitterWalk in chrome/black, better in the mornings, when the sky 
isn’t too bright. Some of the reefs in Aransas, Mesquite and St. Charles 
Bay also produce well in May, especially when winds are light and 
water clarity is good. We catch better around the reefs on soft plastics. 
I like dark ones like plum, also pumpkinseed/chartreuse and purple/
chartreuse. Fishing can be outstanding in the surf this month too. 
I’ve already had some good days out there, and as the weather calms 
more consistently, the potential just gets better and better. When 
we’re fishing the beachfront, we usually start out shallow, throwing 
topwaters in the first or second gut, then move deeper and switch to 
soft plastics later in the morning. Of course, we catch plenty of reds 
this time of year too. I’ve still been running around in the airboat in the 
back bays, so I’m aware where some schools are hanging out.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
The month of May is usually a productive one for fishing the ULM and 
Baffin Bay. The peak of the spawn happens during this time, and the 
female trout will be feeding aggressively. This is a great month to start 
the day off throwing MirrOlure SheDogs. Best bet is to experiment 
some with retrieve styles, varying speed and how much starting and 
stopping is done, in order to figure out how the fish like it best each 
day. All this works best when the amount of grass floating on the 
surface is low. Too much floating grass makes fishing the floating 
plugs a hassle, so it’s better to switch over to Bass Assassin Sea Shads 
in colors like salt&pepper/chartreuse, opening morning and purple 
chicken. Rigging them on sixteenth-ounce jigheads works best in 
shallow water. Since our water is so clear, it’s always a good idea to 
attach the lure to a fluorocarbon leader at least twenty inches long, to 
prevent the fish from becoming leader-shy. The fish should be holding 
in depths of less than three feet, along grass lines, and around sandy 
potholes. On sunny days, catching red and black drum by sight-
casting with shrimp-flavored Fish-bites is another fun plan. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
May can be a great month for fishing areas on the east side of Corpus 
Christi Bay. “Shamrock Cove and East Flats produce fast and easy 
fishing at times in May. In both places, water clarity holds up great 
under strong southeast winds. In fact, the fishing is usually better on 
the flats up that way when the wind is cranking. If it gets too calm, 
the water runs stupid clear, and the fishing can be tougher. On East 
Flats, the reds are usually thick in the shallower parts, where the 
grass and potholes are easiest to see. The trout usually bite better on 
the outer bars, especially when the tide is flowing across them and 
creating current rips. On Little Flats, which is between East Flats and 
Shamrock, both trout and reds hang out in numbers in the potholes 
behind the main bar fronting the flat. All the outside grass beds on 
the main shoreline of Corpus Christi Bay south of there have potential 
for producing lots of eating sized trout. In Shamrock, the sweet spots 
depend on the tide level, with the back nooks and crannies better on 
high tides, the deeper holes better on low tides.” 

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 
May is a fabulous month in the Texas surf, with a great 
variety of fish present. Redfish, black drum, trout and 
sheepshead are all actively chasing 
bait and feeding in the shallows. 
The trout show up first in areas 
around the passes and channels leading 
into the bays. Personal favorites of mine for targeting 
them include MirrOlure topwaters like HeDogs and SheDogs. If 
they’re feeding on top, a standard dog-walking presentation often works 
great. Spoons will catch plenty of trout too. Depending on the clarity of 
the water, Spanish mackerel and other species might also be present, 
and they attack spoons as well. Usually, plenty of mullet are available 
for netting and cutting up fresh, to attract reds and jacks. With regard to 
sharks, the numbers start to fade a little, but the average size goes up. 
Monster bulls invade this month, many of them females, carrying pups. 
Late at night, action on tigers and great hammerheads begins to pick 
up too. Stingrays make for good baits to attract the big sharks. They’re 
plentiful in the surf this month, so waders beware. Both king mackerel 
and tarpon can appear in the surf during this month of plenty too.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
The action on topwaters has been pretty good lately, Ruben says, and 
the consistency of that action should pick up when May arrives. “May 
is a great month for throwing topwaters. Everyone fishing down this 
way should keep some Mansfield Knockers in their boxes, especially 
the zombie colored one. Fishing early in the morning behind the 
Saucer is a smart idea, working potholes if the bottom is mostly grass, 
focusing on grass beds if the bottom’s mostly sandy. If too much 
traffic makes fishing that area tough, the dumps just north of Bennie’s 
Island usually work better. North of the East Cut, fishing around oyster 
beds can be productive in the spring, as can the area just north of the 
Weather Station. Early in the mornings, when the mullet are rafted 
up, catching reds and decent sized trout up there is sometimes easy. 
On lighter wind days, don’t dismiss the west shoreline. From Century 
Point to the Oak Mottes can be righteous before the spring winds 
begin to crank in the middle of the day. The best stretches have firm, 
sandy bottoms and guts running parallel to the shore. Topwaters often 
produce best up that way when it’s calm.”

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
Fishing in the Lower Laguna Madre has improved steadily as water 
temperatures and tide levels have risen throughout the spring. The 
speckled trout have started to move into the shallows with more 
regularity, following the small bait fish, which have mostly abandoned 
the deeper holes and channels by now. We’ve found plenty of 
aggressive trout lately in shallow bays with mostly grassy bottoms, 
along shorelines with plenty of sandy potholes breaking up the grass. 
Bone Spook Juniors with single hooks have been working great, as long 
as we’re seeing lots of bait jumping. KWigglers in lagunaflauge and wig-
a-lo have worked better when winds pick up and the bait disappears. 
Redfish have ridden the higher tides into the back lakes. They’re feeding 
on small shrimp and crabs in those places. Natural colored lures have 
worked best to catch them, especially on protected shorelines on 
windy days. KWigglers in dirty jalapeno worked fast over potholes has 
produced best, but topwaters also work great when the fish are most 
aggressive. While the warming trend continues, the trout and reds will 
remain mobile, following the herds of prey species, so anglers who 
want to keep catching consistently have to keep moving too.
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Oyster.TexasSeaGrant.org
The coast is your oyster.

Since the recent legalization of oyster 
farming in Texas, the coast is open for 

business. You can join this new industry!

Texas Sea Grant’s new oyster farming 
website provides information on:

 Permitting • Setting Up Farms • Growing Large, 
Delicious Gulf Oysters • And More! 

www.ScienceAndTheSea.org 
© The University of Texas Marine Science Institute

Science
Seaand the TM

Scientists discover dozens of new fish every year. Most often the 
biologists who identify these species are from a handful of wealthier 
countries that have the resources needed to conduct extensive marine 
research. Now a gorgeous fish found in the Maldives sets two new 
precedents: it’s the first to be described by a local Maldivian researcher, 
and it’s the first organism whose scientific name is derived from the 
local Dhivehi language. The Rose-Veiled Fairy Wrasse is formally known 
as Cirrhilabrus finifenmaa, in which “finifenmaa” is Dhivehi for rose—also 
the national flower of Maldives.

The rose refers to the fish’s remarkable color scheme, with a deep 
magenta head—like a rose veil—that blends into a paler yellow color 
on the rest of the fish’s body. The new fairy wrasse’s dorsal, pelvic, anal 
and tail fins are a cornucopia of brilliant colors: various shades of red, 
pink, green, violet, and deep blue. Rose-veiled fairy wrasses can grow 
up to 2.8 inches long and live deep in the ocean’s twilight zone, around 
160 to 500 feet below the surface of the Indian Ocean.

Although this fairy wrasse has just been classified as a new species, it’s 
not completely new to scientists. The first specimens came to biologists’ 
attention in the 1990s, but it was mislabeled as an adult of a different 
smaller fish, the red velvet (or rosy-scaled) fairy wrasse (Cirrhilabrus 
rubrisquamis), which lives in the Chagos Archipelago, about 620 miles 
south of the Maldives. The researchers were ultimately able to distinguish 
between the two species by measuring and counting different features, 
including adult males’ color markings, the number of scales on different 
parts of the body, and the length of the dorsal fin spines. 

A Double First for a Fairy

The Rose-Veiled Fairy Wrasse is the first species to be 
described by a local Maldivian researcher. Credit: Yi-Kai Tea

TSFMAG.com   |   75



INGREDIENTS
3 Tbsp unsalted butter
1 ¼ cup onion chopped
1 cup button mushrooms chopped
5 Tbsp sifted flour 
1/8 tsp cayenne 
salt and white pepper to taste
1 cup milk
1 cup crab meat

COATING
1 cup flour
1 egg whisked
1 cup panko breadcrumbs finely crushed (place 

in zip lock bag and crush with rolling pin)
Frying oil

PREPARATION
Melt butter in frying pan on medium heat. Add onions and cook 
until translucent. Add mushrooms and cook for additional two 
minutes. Add flour, cayenne, salt, and pepper. Stir to completely 
coat onions and mushrooms. Add milk and increase heat to 
bring to a boil. When the mixture has reached a thick consistency 
add crab and combine. Transfer to a greased ½ sheet pan and 
spread evenly. Cover with saran wrap. Place in freezer for 15 
minutes. Remove and cut into twelve equal pieces. Coat hands 
with oil and remove one piece at a time and form into patties. 

Place flour, egg, and panko in separate bowls. Dip each pattie 
lightly in flour, dust off any excess. Dip in egg and then panko.  

In large frying pan, heat oil to 350 degrees and fry four patties 
at a time to avoid oil temperature dropping and not frying 
properly. Cook until golden brown and place on rack. 

Yields – 12 cakes

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530

P
A

M
 J

O
H

N
S
O

N Gulf Coast

Creamy Crab Croquettes Japanese-Style
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

There are many ways to protect 
and preserve each part of the 
boat’s systems that are susceptible 
to corrosion, yet the number one 
thing is preventative maintenance. 
The accompanying photos 
represent some part of the boat’s 
systems that can be monitored 
simply by visual inspection, and this 

is why the annual service is so important. 
The 40-amp circuit breaker protects the Bob’s jackplate and 

due to the location of the breaker, moisture is attacking the metal 
components and cause the 
part to fail prematurely. The 
prevention is inspecting 
and spraying with Corrosion 
X Red on regular basis 
to protect the electrical 
connections. 

The flywheel photos 
reference heavy corrosion 

which has dislodged the magnets, and many are missing. The flywheel 
is from a two-stroke engine where a water bypass valve leaked 
saltwater under the cowling. 

The last image shows three anodes from a four stoke motor that 
are designed to erode and protect the engine components from 
corrosion. These anodes were replaced at the 200-hour service. The 
wear is normal, and this particular engine has a total of ten anodes.

Maintenance pays big dividends!
Have a great spring season
Chris Mapp
Coastal Bend Marine | Port O’Connor, TX 
coastalbendmarine.com | 361-983-4841

CORROSION AND SALTWATER ARE SYNONYMOUS

AM
EX

361-785-3420
Monday – Friday  7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Subscribing for more than yourself? Please write additional information on a separate sheet of paper.

To order subscriptions simply fill this form out below 
and mail it to the address below, fax, email or go online.

SUBSCRIPTION 
FORM

FREE E-MAG 
WITH 

HARDCOPY 
PURCHASE

E-mail required

SUB0522

12 months print - $25.00
12 months digital only - $12.00
24 months print - $45.00

Auto Renewal available 
with all subscriptions!

361-792-4530
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TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters

Capt. Lynn Smith’s
Back Bay Guide Service

Port O’Connor Area

TROUT
REDFISH

FLOUNDER

Wade & 
Drifting 
the Back 

Bays & Surf

Call 361.983.4434  (cell 361.935.6833)
Email lynn@tisd.net (tswf.com/lynnsmith)

ON THE WATER
Saltwater Fishing Clinics

WITH
Capt. Robert Zapata

If you are having difficulty catching fish on a consistent basis, 
the clinic is designed for you. Learn Capt.Robert Zapata’s 

secrets to finding and catching more fish from his 25 years of 
experience as a professional fishing guide.

For Information Call 361-563-1160

PESCADO PARK
RV PADS & 
BOAT STORAGE

Baffin Bay
near Kaufer-Hubert Boat Ramp

DAN WARD
832-860-4600 dwpb@comcast.net
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SOLD EXCLUSIVELY AT

This rod is great for saltwater 
trout and redfish fishing and is 
made with a 1-piece construction 
for long-lasting use. The cork 
handle allows for secure,  
comfortable casting and  
retrieving, while the rubber butt 
cap helps you reel in tough fish.

Available in
Casting & Spinning

Models

TM

FOR YOUR NEXT
BE PREPARED  

FISHING
EXCURSION



www.ShallowSportTournament.com







B
ro

u
g
h

t 
to

 y
o
u

 b
y



 T
ex

as
 S

al
tw

at
er

 F
is

hi
ng

 M
ag

az
in

e 
 l 

 w
w

w
.t

ex
as

sa
lt

w
at

er
fi

sh
in

gm
ag

az
in

e.
co

m



C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

HUK_OneMoreReason_Mahi_PrintAd_8.1875x10.75_FINAL.pdf   1   3/7/22   10:48 AM


