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Guts and Brains
Fuji has introduced every major 
performance enhancement in 
component technology for 
over 50 years. 

Take the KR Concept for example. 
It required Fuji engineers to step 
forward in a world full of size 30mm 
and 40mm reducer guides and 
demonstrate how a size 20mm, or 
even a 16mm, could do a better job. 

Defining the future takes creativity 
and intellect. But It also takes the 
fortitude to stand behind 
your ideas in a skeptical world. 

Yet, time and time again, Fuji does it.

Choose Fuji as your “go-to” 
components. You’ll get rock-
solid durability, with the guts and 
brains to keep you ahead of the 
competition.     

www.fujitackleusa.com

KR Concept’s 
high-frame, 
small-ring 
design has 
revolutionized 
spinning rod  
construction 
worldwide. 
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Hi-tech rods perform like skittish show dogs. This one
just puts fish in the boat. Built durable to handle the salt, 
the Ugly Stik® BigwaterTM is as mean as it gets.

©2021 Pure Fishing, Inc.
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The Pro’s ChoiceSPORT

The SPORT takes on rougher water with an unbelievably comfortable and dry ride. Hands down, the 
SPORT is our most popular model for guides and seasoned anglers.

Powered By

18 SPORT
(Image from Interactive Builder)

Best all-around fishing machine

$50,972.00
 Starting MSRP*

24 Sport | 21 Sport | 18 Sport
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Long-time client Trey Morgan 

wanted to catch some big reds 
shallow and we did just that on 
an Empty Stringers charter. Trey 
teased this great specimen with 

a KWigglers Willow Tail Shad 
rigged on a 1/16-ounce 2/0 

jighead. Keeping with the Empty 
Stringer theme, Trey sent her on 

way seconds after this photo was 
snapped. Conservation kudos to 

Trey and Capt. Wayne Davis!
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Biggest news item along the Texas coast this 
month is the new speckled trout regulations. 
During their regular session on January 27, 
2022, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Commissioners voted to adopt the Coastal 
Fisheries Division staff recommendation to 
reduce the bag limit on speckled trout from 
the current five fish per day to three. They also 
approved a length slot of 17 to 23-inches, no 
fish longer than 23-inches can be retained. This 
regulation will apply to all waters that lie south of 
the FM 457 bridge at Sargent to Brazos Santiago 
Pass at Port Isabel – to include the nearshore 
Gulf of Mexico. This regulation will expire August 
31, 2023 and revert to prior bag limit and size 
requirement for the species. According to 
TPWD sources, the anticipated date of official 
enactment will occur on or about March 10, 2022. 
Announcements to this effect will be forthcoming 
via regular TPWD news releases and social media 
feeds. Waters that lie north of FM 457, (Galveston 
Bay Complex and Sabine Lake) are not included.

Where did this come from? The short answer is the freeze of February 
2021 greatly reduced the trout populations of the Middle and Lower 
Texas coast. More explicitly, the new regs are a carbon copy of those 

enacted following the freeze last spring for the Upper and Lower Laguna 
Madre. The intent is to further conserve and boost spawning biomass 
for two spawning seasons, hence the August 31, 2023 expiration. 

Why the 17 to 23-inch slot? Female speckled trout can become 
capable of spawning at a young age, some as early as 12-inches total 
length. Speckled trout are serial spawners, capable of spawning as 
often as weekly between mid-April and mid-September. And while it is 
true that larger fish produce more eggs, the smaller females comprise 
the majority of the spawning biomass by a vast margin.

According to Coastal Fisheries public polling efforts, more than 
60% of respondents supported the measure as originally proposed, 
while approximately half of those dissenting preferred more 
restrictive measures.

What I personally find most encouraging in the regulation package 
is the inclusion of a firm ending date. So often we hear anglers say, 
TPWD only takes and never gives back. Well, if all goes according to 
plan (and the applicable fisheries science), the speckled trout regs will 
revert to those in effect prior to the freeze that created the need for 
greater short-term conservation. 

March is Spring Break month; gather the family and head for the 
bays. Family recreation in the Texas outdoors is a great way to bond 
with youngsters; not to mention the single greatest reason we must 
conserve our coastal fisheries for future generations to enjoy. 

EDITORIAL
TPWD COMMISSION ADOPTS NEW TROUT REGULATIONS

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

March Issue 
Highlights
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When the  Fog Clears

This early morning wade afforded 
me the solitude to reflect on years 
past and all that has changed.



M
y Great Uncle BB navigated his way 
through a winding bayou in his 16-foot 
Montauk Boston Whaler. My cousin, Hugh, 
and I were only 11 or 12 years old. We’d 
never seen fog like this. We probably had 
but not from this vantage point. Looking 

back I can only imagine how challenging it must have been plodding 
through that soup without the luxury of modern electronics.

I distinctly remember the sound of Caterpillar diesels permeating 
the heavy blanket of fog that morning as oyster boats made their 
way out to the harvest areas. By the time Uncle BB had found his 
way to our first spot our yellow slickers were dripping wet. It was 
dead calm; I could hear and smell everything around us. My level of 
anticipation increased with every mullet flip. I knew what life lurked 
beneath because of all of the mornings I’d seen him come in with 
giant trout and redfish.

With his calloused hands he reached into the dip net and grabbed 
each of us a live finger mullet and told us where to hook them before 
casting toward the small reef. We put our Ambassadeur 5000C reels to 
the test as we caught redfish as fast as we could bait our lines. It was 
what dreams were made of…but this was just the beginning.

“Okay, boys. Y’all reel ‘em in. Time to go catch some trout.” After what 
seemed a lengthy boat ride into the abyss he eased the Whaler into a 
small area where two reefs merged in the shape of a V. 

“Hughie, Stevie, you boys smell that? That’s trout!” He then slipped 
the anchor over and proceeded to rig our lines with MirrOlures - 
52MR21to be exact. While casting into the V in about 5 feet of water 

we caught trout after trout ranging from 2 to 4 pounds. Hugh and 
I couldn’t believe it. The tugs… the pure smell of trout slicks…the 
laughter. We didn’t want it to end but his old metal ice chest had 
reached its limit and it was time to go.      

I’ll never forget the look on his face as he pointed the bow of that 
old Whaler toward the fishhouse and steered through a fog that 
never seemed to lift. With his old welding cap, black-rimmed glasses, 
and cigarette dangling from his lips he wore a smile of genuine 
satisfaction that I’ll never forget. As we arrived safely to the dock we 
were greeted by our old friend Bill Hudon, the local crabber. He had 
just unloaded dozens of giant blue crabs that would soon be sold 
in the retail market. I didn’t realize it at the time but it was a trip of a 
lifetime for us kids.  

Fishing was good. Shrimp, crabs, and oysters were all bountiful. 
Everyone I knew from nine to ninety got to enjoy the plentiful 
resources God had bestowed upon our thriving bay. Life was definitely 
good on the bayou, a dream I thought would never end.  

Then one day the fog lifted. Most of my cousins and friends who I 
fished, shot pellet rifles, played neighborhood football, and built forts 
with eventually grew up and moved away. Uncle BB is now catching 
nine pound trout every cast in a much better place. Hopefully, crabber 
Bill’s traps are staying full in Heaven. Me, well after a brief stint away 
during my college years I couldn’t help but come back. I’m not exactly 
sure how or why it all happened the way it did but I suppose there was 
a reason. It’s in my blood, I guess.  

So here we are, forty years after that foggy morning where dreams 
came true on that little Galveston Bay reef. I wish I could say that not 

When the  Fog Clears
STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN



much has changed since then but the fact is quite a bit has.  
The majority of the changes that have taken place are because of 

natural phenomena. I have mentioned it many times in past articles 
and it has been talked about ad nauseam but it bears repeating; 
Hurricane Ike in September 2008 dealt the most devastating blow to 
Galveston Bay of all natural disasters combined in the last twenty-five 
years. Most initial estimates indicated that Galveston Bay lost more 
than 12,000 acres of live oyster reef as a result of silting. Later estimates 
were even higher.

Droughts and floods have directly and indirectly contributed 
to further damage to our bay’s primary habitat. The years 2009 
through 2014 saw some of this area’s most severe drought. Parasites 
that thrive during periods of high salinity such as Dermocystidium 
marinum, oyster drills, and sponges further devastated oyster reefs. 
Spring floods of 2015 and 2016 stacked trout for ambitious anglers 
and became easy pickings. Little did we know at the time but what 
would happen the following year would render the two previous 
year’s occurrences irrelevant.  

Flooding from Hurricane Harvey in August of 2017 not only killed 
many of the remaining live reefs but also dropped salinities to near 
zero, thus flushing out the majority of spotted seatrout and many 

other species. The only silver lining was that despite the oyster 
mortality, the fresh water purged the bay of those high salinity thriving 
parasites leaving the valuable substrate available for new oyster 
growth when salinities would return to suitable levels. 

In addition, years of natural erosion as well as ship traffic have 
caused many once thriving oyster reefs to all but disappear.  

The most recent blow we were dealt was of course the February 
2021 freeze. Some areas lost more fish than others but, overall, it 
seems that it could’ve been far worse. I thought the emergency 
trout regulations enacted by Texas Parks and Wildlife was a prudent 
response and should help accelerate the healing process, especially if 
Mother Nature will cooperate for a few years.

There have been many new regulations adopted on the 
commercial and recreational side of the ledger in recent years.  Here 
are a few standouts:  

The flounder season closure from November 1 through December 
14 this past year (and moving forward) I felt was maybe a little too 
aggressive considering all the uncontrollable variables (mainly water 
temperature) influencing the spawning and migration habits of 
southern flounder. From what I witnessed; water temperatures were 
above normal during the six week closure. As a result flounder stayed 

Don Ballard released this solid fish after a quick photo on a recent 
trip. MirrOdines were hard to beat on this particular morning.

Haley Mathews, Chris Sizemore and Keith McNeely 
didn’t catch quite the quality they were used to 

catching in years past but we had a blast as always! 

There are many different user groups sharing our public 
resources, the majority of whom are fishermen like us.  
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in the bays and even up rivers 
and bayous until very close to the 
end of the closure period. At that 
point hundreds if not thousands of 
flounder were ripe for the taking 
when the clock struck 12:00 AM 
December 15 and the bag limit 
reverted to five fish. 

Reducing spotted seatrout 
limits to five fish coastwide has 
been one change that I personally 
campaigned for and I believe will 
show great benefits if we can 
maintain the right salinities and 
adequate habitat to keep these 
fish in our system for at least one 
full life cycle (9 or 10 years). This 
year has actually started out pretty 
strong with more four and five-
year-old trout than I expected.  

On the commercial side 
(oysters), Texas House Bill 51 
(HB51) (final version) passed in 
2017. The main parts of the bill 
include the following:
• Harvest limit reduced to 30 sacks
• Prohibited harvesting within 300 feet of shorelines
• Reduced tolerance of undersized oysters (<3inches) from 15% to 5%
• Enhanced penalties for violations
• Reduced harvest days from 6 to 5 per week
• Requires oyster dealers to return 30% of annually harvested shell 

to the bay or pay equivalent fees to TPWD.  In addition, there was 
already a “shell tax” paid by dealers designed to fund the TPWD for 
cultch purchases.

• In addition to what’s stated in the final version of HB51, the original 
version established a commercial oyster license buyback program 
and vessel monitoring system requirements.

• TPWD has the authority to close public reefs to harvest when 65% 
or more of oysters on the reef drop below 3-inches. 
A few years ago I went on a cruise with my family. The first night 

the ship reached international waters I found my way to the blackjack 
tables. I got on a roll and won quite a bit of money. The next night I 
started out betting my winnings (house money). There was only one 
problem. This was a seven day cruise and it was only my second night. 
I’ve learned from experience that if you play long enough the casino is 
going to eventually get it back. Well that’s exactly what happened. 

For years we’ve been playing with house money when it comes 
to our bays. Mother Nature hasn’t been kind in recent years. The 
human population isn’t shrinking and our bays aren’t getting any 
larger. There’s only so much we can do and I truly believe we’re doing 
our best. One glaring problem I see is that folks always want to find 
someone to blame.  More often than not, when this happens, a tug 
of war ensues among user groups. We have to understand that we do 
not control our fishery. We only impact it and when naturally occurring 
events cause major changes then everything we do from that point 
forward gets placed under a microscope.  

We shouldn’t choose sides. It’s necessary to take a few steps 

back, assess the situation and do our very best to come together to 
achieve common goals. It’s important to involve people with hands 
on practical knowledge as well as academia when making decisions. 
Decisions made independently by either group are usually not 
beneficial to all stakeholders. Ecological and economic impacts must 
both be considered. There are no simple solutions and passing new 
regulations isn’t always the answer. Our primary focus should be 
coastwide habitat restoration focusing on the hardest hit areas first 
using funding that has been allocated for such.

I want to experience the pride and satisfaction of knowing I took my 
grandkids on their first “trip of a lifetime” due in part to some of the 
changes that I was able to influence during my own lifetime. I want to 
be the one wearing that smile when the fog clears. 

CO
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Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Seasonal Action on Galveston Bays

Tom Granchi flawlessly grabs a nice 
trout which he quickly released.

The Borboleta sinking Hot Rod proved to be the ticket when 
our trout were suspended just off the bottom over live reef.
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Coping withCoping with
MARCH  MADNESSMARCH  MADNESS



I
n one significant aspect, March closely resembles December. Both 
months dismiss one season and introduce another. Texans generally 
think of these two months as being part of the season in which they 
end, more than the one in which they begin. So, the average person 
places December in winter and March in spring.

The weather in both these time frames varies wildly from balmy, 
with highs in the 80s, to downright nippy, with low temperatures dipping down 
around the freezing point. Anglers trying to cope with the radical changes from 
warm, windy pre-front conditions to calm, cool post-front ones, face a sometimes 
daunting challenge. Toward the end of winter, as spring approaches and actually 
begins, the severity of March weather sometimes creates confusion for anglers 
heading to the coast of the Lone Star State.

Over many years of fishing more in the colder part of the year than in the 
warmer part, I’ve reached several conclusions about how Texas anglers, specifically 
those targeting speckled trout, can cope with March weather and improve their 
chances for productivity. One of these conclusions relates to how trout behave 
with regard to their reactions to the passage of late-season cold fronts. This is 
something I’ve seen many people, including some famous ones, misinterpret.

Some of the cases where I saw this play out occurred in big tournaments held 
in the spring-break month, on days after strong (at least for the last part of winter) 
cold fronts sent air temperatures plummeting into the high-40s and low-50s. In 
such a situation, water temperatures also decline, sometimes from values well up 
in the 70s all the way to 60° Fahrenheit or lower. When this happens, people find 
themselves layering their clothing and bundling up to brace themselves against 
the unwelcome brisk air.  

Perhaps for this reason, they assume the trout will retreat to relatively deep 
water, abandoning the shallow areas they inhabit more often this time of year. In 
my experience, this assumption doesn’t comport well with the facts. Anglers who 
hope to increase their odds for having more productive outings in March should 

STORY BY KEVIN COCHRAN
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acknowledge how trout, particularly the larger ones, prefer staying 
in water less than three feet deep, often less than eighteen inches, 
regardless of the weather and temperatures.

At the end of the coldest season, the deep water in basins and 
channels has chilled for a long time. So, a fish leaving the shallows 
for deeper water in March would usually find itself in colder, not 
warmer, water. This truth would not apply immediately after a strong 
front reduces the shallowest water in an area to its lowest 
point, before it begins to rebound in response to sunny 
skies and warming weather soon after north winds 
subside. Nevertheless, trout seem stubbornly committed 
to remaining tight to the banks, or on the skinny crowns 
of the flats and humps this month, even when water 
temperatures reach their lowest point.

On several occasions, I’ve managed to make great 
catches, some in places where I could see other anglers 
with names known throughout much of the fishing 
community, in water which didn’t reach my knees. In 
many of those cases, the others fished in water at least up 
to their waists, sometimes more like chest-deep. And they 
caught fewer and smaller fish than I and my partners/
customers. I’ve also heard many tales from people I know 
and admire who won or placed high in tournaments 
because they chose to stay shallow in post-front March 
events while others decided the fish had moved deep 
because of the cold.

I don’t claim to have some perfect, scientifically derived 
explanation for this truth, but my experiences lead me to 
believe strongly in its reliability. So, I advise all trout anglers 
in Texas to stay shallow this month, particularly if they 
hope to catch some of the biggest fish in the areas where 
they make their efforts. But this isn’t the end of the story 
of how to improve productivity in this month of madness. 
Some tactics make much better sense than others for lure 
fishermen during the change from winter to spring.

While college students invade the beaches, large 
topwater lures work amazingly well some of the time. 
Perhaps the best weather for throwing conventional 
dog-walking floating plugs like Super Spooks this month 
occurs when winds first shift from calm or light offshore 
back to onshore in the lull between passing fronts. On such 
days, it’s often possible to entice big trout into tackling 
topwaters with deadly intent, sometimes completely 
leaving the water while they do so. But once onshore winds 
begin to gain intensity, working a full-sized Spook in rolling 
waves becomes tedious at best, exhausting in the end.

So, switching to smaller, more tapered lures which 
provide less stress on the wrists can make perfect sense, 
when whistling winds begin to paint whitecaps on the 
waves. Lures like She Dogs and Spook Juniors often work 
better for a while after warm, pre-front winds begin 
cranking in earnest. Eventually, even those lures become 
difficult to work effectively in the chop generated by the 
breezes. In such conditions, thoughtful anglers should 
consider employing what I and others call “slush baits” to 
improve their odds of earning more blow ups.

Slush baits float and carry at least one, sometimes two, 

propellers on their end(s). My favorite lure meeting this description 
is a MirrOprop. Years ago, I threw Shaggy Dawgs and Tiny Torpedoes 
too. All these lures require less control on the part of the angler to 
draw the attention of trout. As long as anglers maintain contact 
with the head of the lure by eliminating slack in the line, they can be 
worked with simple, sharp twitches to activate the props, followed 
by pauses to allow them to bob up and down on the waves, while 

Clint Shack preparing to release a fat trout caught in March while fishing with the captain.

James Bump with an 8.25 pound trout caught on the shallow 
crown of a spoil bank in March, while fishing with Kev.

 16   |   March 2022



the blades slowly rotate and twinkle. I think of this drill as 
“punching” the water with the lure.

A similar technique works well with an entirely different 
type of rig, one of the most productive for catching 
trout in sloppy weather, despite its lack of popularity in 
the general community of lure chunkers who target big 
specks. Specifically, I refer here to what I call the “cork 
and jig,” which includes a soft plastic on a relatively light 
jighead (either sixteenth or eighth-ounce) dangled below 
a Styrofoam or plastic cork. I prefer using the slender, light 
Styrofoam corks made by Comal Tackle Company, not 
because they have some kind of magical qualities, but 
because I can carry them in my pocket easily, and they clip 
onto the line in a matter of seconds.

So, when I’m fishing soft plastics, as I often do in March 
or any other month, I can test the productivity of the cork 
and jig readily, once I decide I’m throwing at fish I can’t 
seem to catch in other ways. In this aspect, the efficacy 
of the cork and jig isn’t specific to this time frame; its use 
can and does change the game in any month and in many 
different conditions. Certainly, anglers hoping to cope with 
the extreme vagaries of the weather and the similar swings 
in the feeding mood of the trout during March should try 
throwing the cork and jig some of the time.

This rings true even for folks like me, who prefer topwaters 
and slow-sinking twitch baits over soft plastics, and who 
also prefer fishing by feel, rather than maintaining a vigil on 
a floating strike indicator. Among the lures requiring adept 
feel, slow-sinking twitch baits produce epic catches in many 
types of March weather. I’ve caught my share of true monster 
trout during the month of mayhem on sinking Fat Boys and Catch 5s, 
in particular. The weather most conducive to catching on these lures 
usually involves wind speeds at or below about fifteen knots.  

Winds of higher magnitude make presenting lures with such slow 
sink rates difficult at best.  Strong winds and tall waves create drag on 
the line and pull these lures to the surface, making them essentially 
the same as topwaters, at least to the trout. One way to cope with this 
situation effectively, especially when strong winds begin to scream in 
advance of a late-winter cold front, involves deploying a conventional 
sinking Paul Brown Lure with the tail bent sharply down. Bending the 
tail of these finger-mullet shaped lures to almost 90 degrees causes 
them to dig down into the water, even spin, when the angler twitches 
the tip of the rod sharply.

When they spin, the lures circle away from the surface of the 
water at some point, staying submerged more readily than they 
do when their tails remain straight. This seems to place them right 
into the strike-zones of the trout much more effectively than other 
presentations, particularly when wind speeds reach twenty knots or 
more, which they often do during March.  I can’t take credit for figuring 
out the satisfying utility of the bent-tail Corky on my own; I learned 
this trick from other accomplished anglers. I’m not absolutely certain 
why Paul Brown Lures with bent tails work better than Fat Boys with 
straight tails when winds threaten to rip the hats off wading anglers, 
but I’ve seen enough evidence to say I know they do.  

So anglers who wish to cope with the crazy changes in the month 
known for wild hair and maddening mood swings in the weather 
should keep some conventional Paul Brown Lures on hand and give 

them a chance to produce, especially if the catching is really good on 
slow-sinking twitch baits before strong onshore winds make using 
them difficult. In this way and the others mentioned above, savvy lure 
chunkers can cope well and keep catching in this month when old 
Jack Frost flirts with the moist maidens of spring.  
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a full-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Stay Shallow

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

On warm March nights, big trout sometimes tackle topwaters with reckless abandon.
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Is t
he Customer   

Is t
he Customer   Always Right?

Always Right?



A 
scene that gets played out at boat ramps hundreds of times 
each day, a customer or group of customers, approach 
their guide and begin their fishing trip with a certain set of 
expectations. Now if all things had been equal, this set of 
expectations would have already been clearly communicated  
   and each angler, along with the guide, would know and 

understand what the desired outcome would be. More times than not this 
communication between the parties has been rather vague and based on 
assumption, which we all know can be a huge mistake. In fishing as well as most 
other things in life, communication can make the difference between a memorable 
day and one that turns out to be a complete dud.

Over my fishing career I have been fortunate to have been on both sides – 
guide and customer – and with each experience I feel like I get better, both as a 
guide and charter client. As a guide it’s my job to do more than just catch fish, I 
need to try and help my customers learn some things that will enable them to 
catch fish in the future. On the flip side, I need to also listen to the customers 
because they can, and often do, share things that help me as well. The sooner 
each person realizes that there is always another way to catch fish the better and 
more successful each person will become.

Is t

he Customer   

Is t

he Customer   Always Right?
Always Right?

STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE



 In general, when I first speak with a prospective customer, I ask a list of 
questions that will help me put together a plan for their trip that will match 
their expectations. It’s at this point where both the customer as well as the 
guide need to be as honest about their expectations as they possibly can. 
There are times that guides are apprehensive about telling the potential 
client that the fishing may not be very good for fear of losing the potential 
day’s wages. I have always found that if you are up front and honest about 
what you are catching and lay all your cards on the table, the vast majority 
of the people I speak with appreciate the honesty. If I tell someone who is 
inquiring about fishing with me that things are slow and the customer still 
decides to come, then everybody understood the risk and there were no 
assumptions or gray areas that would lead to dissatisfied customers. 

Customers also have an obligation during the process and that is to let 
the guide know what type of trip they are looking for. For instance, a group 
of anglers who show up thinking they are going to wade and chase big 
trout are probably not interested in chasing school trout from the boat. Or 
a family who just wants to introduce their kids to the sport are certainly not 
candidates for an all-day wade for one big bite. Knowing the expectations 
of each individual is a must and being honest about those expectations is 
always the best policy.

As a client, I personally subscribe to the school of thought where I defer 
to the guides recommendations. I know there are exceptions to this rule, 
but for the most part, if you allow the guide to describe the best option for 
you to enjoy a successful trip, you really should listen carefully. As a guide, I 
cannot tell you how much I appreciate customers who are flexible, it’s a joy 
to have folks like that on board and it sure makes it easier to give them the 
best day possible. I have asked many guides about this very subject and you 

Good communication and understanding the expectations 
for the day is a recipe for success in all types of fishing.
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can imagine the responses I get, it’s horrifying, humorous, and even 
downright perplexing at times. 

Recently I made a trip south of the border and got to spend some 
time with some charter captains from Mexico and I asked them some 
of the same questions. Every one of them said the same thing, “We get 
people every day that are bound and determined to catch a particular 
species of fish that is not in season.” For a charter captain, this makes 
for a miserable day and, even worse, one when tips are almost certain 
to be slim, if any are received at all. On the other end of the spectrum 
is the client who gets on the boat and says, “Whatever you think is 
best will be fine with us.” Customers with attitudes like that are often 
rewarded with some bonus opportunities that they may otherwise not 
have received by being stubborn. 

Perhaps one more advantage to communication with your guide is 
the information you can learn if you are willing to ask. Take advantage 
of the time you have with your guide, ask questions, and listen 
carefully to the responses you get. Guides are more than willing to 
teach or share techniques or ideas with folks who genuinely want to 
learn. Everything from which knot to use, to the best presentation of 
a certain lure are all great things to ask and likely will also make you 
a better fisherman. I can remember as very young guide going to the 
fishing shows and asking older guides about certain things like fish 
patterns, lure color in relationship to water clarity, and other things 
I may have been struggling with at the time. Thankfully I was never 
turned away by any of them. I did however watch other young guides 
who may have come across as a little too cocky get absolutely shut 

out due to their attitude and the way they went about things. Being 
somewhat humble and honest in your approach goes a long way in 
situations like this as well as booking a charter or fishing with a guide. 

Take the aforementioned advice and let it work for you. A customer 
who genuinely wants to learn and is willing to ask questions will come 
away at the end of the day with knowledge that’s ten times more 
valuable than a bag of filets. 
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Communicate with Your Guide!

Taking advice from your guide and listening to their 
recommendations often results in close encounters of the best kind.

First Mate on the La Brisa; Jesus brings a striped marlin boatside for release.
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STORY BY JOE RICHARD

Typical afternoon fog is rolling in, 
but three boats were on a hot bite 
and didn’t want to leave. They faced 
a 12-mile run back to the marina. 



M
arch marks the end of what is generally the worst of fog 
season on the coast, although I’ve seen it thick at night even 
in early June when driving down to South Padre Island. 
On the water, today’s boaters are equipped with various 
tools to navigate through these blinding gray curtains of 
low- and sometimes zero-visibility that may last all day, 

with plenty of unseen hazards. Before modern aids there was only the compass, which 
wouldn’t exactly deliver you right on the spot; there was tidal flow and wind to contend 
with. That, and nagging doubts in the murk that can make one doubt his own compass, 
because even a nearby screwdriver or can of WD-40 can shift the compass needle. 

The many johnboat owners on the coast who have duck hunted seldom carried 
a compass unless it was hand-held, which still makes for sketchy navigation. Lots of 
boats wound up in all sorts of places they hadn’t bargained on. It was easy to run in 
circles, when the water was calm and no visible landmarks. If there are wind ripples or 
waves, one could at least keep them on the same quarter while scooting along. 

As I write this in late January, we’ve been doing pretty well fishing in fog with 
visibility as low as 40 yards, which is just enough to stop a cautious boat when a 
shoreline or object looms directly ahead. That visual range is so much better than, 
say, 10 yards. The difference between the two can mean avoiding other boats, waders, 
crab trap buoys, rock jetties, seawalls, navigation markers and bridge pilings. It’s a 
great time to wear a self-inflating life vest.



This past winter I found a way to launch in a tidal creek 
with a primitive sand boat ramp. Rolling up the pants legs 
and wading around, launching, and then idling through 
tricky water until out in the bay within a half-mile of where 
I like to fish. (In fog it’s best to launch close to the fish, not 
10 miles away). Even in 40-yard fog all day long, we were 
able to follow shorelines and generally find my good spots. 
I was surprised how many boats were out there, when the 
nearest real boat ramp was six miles away. The bigger center 
consoles must have had dashboard navigation electronics 
that made their task easy, though mistakes are made in such 
low visibility. We also saw johnboats out there, and these 
probably had the iNavX app feature on their cell phones, 
which has taken me up to 10 miles each way in bad fog in 
recent years. Note: I also keep a phone charger in a water-
proof box in the boat after having my phone battery die by 
early afternoon in all-day fog. The only other fishermen out 
there charged up my phone. You can bet we anchored close 
by them, until my phone was ready.

Years ago before getting phone navigation, Amy and I 
were caught out there under blue skies when unpredicted 
fog rolled in. Unwilling to run nine miles back to the car in 
30-yard visibility, we ran the boat up that same primitive 
creek, determined to hitch-hike back to our car if need 
be, rather than get lost in the murk. As luck would have it, 
kayakers were loading their truck and offered a ride. They 
hadn’t caught any fish, so I gave them some soft plastic baits 
that trout were hungry for. They returned next day, caught 
fish, and we became friends. 

On another trip we were caught on yet another calm 
sunny day in February when fog streaked by above until 
we were socked in. Preoccupied with a hot trout bite, (they 
seemed to love the fog), we kept fishing until 2 p.m. and high 
tide. (Even making short drifts, we never did find my buoy 
marker.) Giving up on that, we ran the shoreline six miles 
back to the ramp. That fog was so bad, we had to run inside 
every cove, just to keep sight of land. It took a long time but 
we made it. If the tide had been low, we would have had no 
navigable land to follow, nothing. And dark would have set 
in before the tide returned. Running fog at night is the worst, 
and might even cause vertigo. It’s safer to sit tight on the 
shore, build a fire and gather ‘round. Which is why I carry a 
winter survival bag full of food, tarp, matches, etc.  

While fog often hinders or complicates our fishing efforts, 
the fish often seem active. We’ve made some great catches 
from redfish on shallow-water flats, drifting open water, and 
the jetties where we hug the rocks to avoid crewboat and 
ship traffic. The weather is invariably warmer though damp, 
sometimes windy but often calm. The reduced light may 
trigger more strikes, or maybe the fish are content with fewer 
predators around, like ospreys. 

One day I’d just paid for cell phone navigation, we met at 
the boat ramp and found appalling sea fog. This guy called 
Jersey Ted had made the big drive and was ready to fish, 
even if we couldn’t see anything. So, I cautiously ran nine 
miles in a blank, gray tunnel, phone in hand, aiming for a 
small island. The northern tip had a particular bush where 

Trout actively feed in foggy weather.

This trout soon swam away as thicker fog rolled in. 
Island in the background is beginning to disappear.  

Tough 12-year-old forgot his jacket but fished in 
wind and fog all day, catching his first four redfish. 
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I like to park and fish. Well, that bush was the first thing we saw, 
dead ahead at 50 yards, after running all that way. It really was 
impressive. After 19 redfish, Ted had enough action.  

Many of us were raised driving boats on the ICW, with its barge 
traffic and shallow water on both sides. Very difficult to run without 
today’s electronic aids. Barge traffic would often park against the 
bank on their starboard sides, anticipating night fog. We used to 
see them lined up near Port O’Connor, costing those companies 
money, but at least those clumsy barges weren’t blundering 
through boat docks and crowded restaurants. We avoided running 
the ICW in fog; in the Port Arthur area we had lots of quiet marsh. 
Back then we’d heard the tale of local duck hunters in a johnboat 
who were run over by a slow tugboat’s lead barge. Their wide duck 
boat wouldn’t flip over, just got pushed along the surface for hours 
until daylight, when another boat spotted them and radioed the 
tugboat to stop. Another duck boat didn’t have the same luck, but 
ran straight into a steel barge and there were fatalities. 

Foggy fishing sits very well with my technique of anchoring 
snug against high tide grassy shorelines and setting out numerous 
rods, a classic Port Arthur salt marsh fishing method taught to us 
by old-timers a long time ago. Safe from passing boats, we catch 
a break from the wind and the fish are active. Last week it was so 
foggy, I missed my first spot only a half-mile away. (My cell phone 
Nav needed an update.) Instead, we followed the shoreline for a 
mile and reached my farthest spot, which is only good during an 
incoming tide, and sure enough the current was flowing in. The fog 
was so thick, I wasn’t positive it was even my spot, until I saw the old 
corner post from a duck blind that I often use as a tide gauge. 

On the first cast, a slot redfish doubled the rod over. Same with 
the second and third casts. My charter had no clue where we were 
and must have thought I was pulling rabbits out of a hat. His 12-
year old son, wearing a t-shirt for winter fishing, hung in there in 
the blowing damp and landed his first four redfish, groaning and 
pulling as hard as he could. We wound up with eight slot reds and a 
bonus keeper black drum that fought like the devil, and those guys 
thought I’d hung the moon. When a bunch of big hardhead catfish 

moved in, I knew the party was over and it was time to go find the 
car. Where the sun was still shining of course, but that sea fog had 
served up a memorable trip. 
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T Joe Richard has fished the Gulf since 1967, starting out of Port Ar-
thur, but his adventures have taken him up and down the entire coast. 

He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD

Thick fog and a solid black drum on a calm San 
Antonio Bay. Photo by Shannon Tompkins. 

We took some of our top selling 
Revelation models and added our 

proprietary carbon matrix wrap to the 
bottom 1/3 of each model. Not only does 

this custom wrap look off the charts 
cool, but it also adds lifting power and 
break strength to each model. We offer 
these models in two styles. A Carbon 

pattern rear section or a carbon pattern 
rear section with a white tip. The white 
tip starts where the wrap ends. These 

new models add to the Revelation 
RX7’s already proven performance.
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DISSECTING GRASS FLATS

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

I want to talk this month about the way I try to analyze 
and plan my wades on large expanses of grass flats. What 
I want you to gain from this is that the Middle and Lower 
coast regions have literally hundreds of thousands of 
acres of shallow grass flats and they basically all fish the 
same. What you gain from 
this article can therefore be 
applied to your home waters 
or any area of extensive grass 
flats. I promise you, there 
is no X marking the spot 
with this style of fishing, 
it’s more about angler 
awareness and knowledge.

The knowledge part 
includes the makeup of the 
flats; various types of bottom 
structure and contours that 
provide ambush points when 
water currents will influence 
movements of baitfish toward 
areas that might or should 
be holding gamefish. What 
I look for most often are 
individual potholes amid solid 
carpets of grass, and small 
patches of grass that stand 
out prominently on larger 
areas of sand bottom. Of the 
two, I prefer the smaller, well-
defined potholes, although 
broken lines and patches of 
grass dotting predominantly 
sandy bottom that slopes 
toward deeper water can 
also be very productive. I 
mentioned currents, and 
on large areas of flats these 
are mostly created by wind; 
something we have plenty of 
on the Texas coast. 

It is a given that the areas 
I choose must have an 
established food source. What 
I mean by established is a 
food source that’s consistently 
present. Bait definitely moves 
and we have to be prepared 
to move with it because 

the fish stay with their food source. I believe flats that 
lie in proximity to passes where tidal movements are 
constantly providing new arrivals of baitfish comprise 
prime gamefish habitat, especially during winter. 

Over the years I have become keenly aware of the 
impact boat traffic can have on 
fish that inhabit shallow flats. 
For this reason I am constantly 
on the lookout for areas within 
a flat that are receiving the 
least amount of traffic. That 
said, I also look for areas on 
the flat where boat traffic is 
most likely to push fish. It’s 
Fishing Smart 101 at its finest 
and I have used it effectively 
from Port O’Connor all the way 
down to the Lower Laguna.  

I remember one day on Cat 
Head many years ago when 
the larger trout had pushed 
inshore and were setting up in 
the scattered potholes close 
to the shoreline. We all know 
that it is common practice for 
boats to run inshore of the 
rocks along the shoreline in 
that area. On this particular 
afternoon the bite was slow 
but we were finding solid trout 
of six-plus pounds holding 
in the smaller potholes. After 
about an hour of no action, 
a boat came from the south 
and ran between me and my 
guys. I made the comment to 
my group that we  were fixing 
to see the fish push towards 
us. Before the boat was barely 
a hundred yards past us we 
hooked up two trout and a 
redfish, all over six pounds. For 
the remainder of the day my 
guys were begging for boats 
to come by. 

The key is to setup far 
enough away from the area 
holding the fish, on a line 
between the fish and deeper 

Ray Weiss with a 
beautiful trout that 
took a Pearl Harbor 

Fat Boy – CPR.

Braden Menn 
scored a personal-
best speck – CPR.
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water. On this day the winds were NE but 
very light and tides were unseasonably 
high, so our setup was perfect. 

Boat traffic will have the same effect 
along shorelines and in back lakes. In 
the lakes I like to setup in an area where 
the bottom structure is suitable and 
then create a quiet zone by spreading 
my group out a bit farther than normal, 
maybe twenty-five to thirty yards 
between anglers. Just for the record, 
I am not a fan of anyone dropping off 
groups of anglers purposely trying to 
block out other anglers. If your only 
game that day is an area that you need 
to block off then you have some work to 
do on your fishing game.

When working large areas of shallow 
grass flats, the first thing we need to 
determine after we are confident the 
flat is holding the fish we are seeking 
is to identify the type of structure they 
are using. I will use yesterday’s trip to 
explain the process. 

After seeing more bait than it 
typically takes to get me out of the boat, 
I told my guys to spread out and work 

ALL the structures in front of them. The 
structure on this particular flat was not 
unlike most, large areas of grass with 
smaller potholes, and larger areas of 
sand with individual grassbeds within 
them. “Be aware of where you get your 
bites,” I told them. This is critical because 
it shows us were the majority of the 
fish are holding and then allows us to 
basically sight-cast to specific pieces of 
structure. The odds swing greatly in our 
favor when we are able to put each cast 
into high-percentage areas.

During early morning the fish were 
milling over short grassy areas, not in 
potholes or individual turtle grass beds. 
They were not in the larger areas of big 
sand either. As midday rolled around 
it was the smaller potholes around the 
edges of the larger sand areas that held 
some really great trout. By 1:00 pm it 
was big sandy potholes with little grass 
and it took a slow but deliberate action 
on the Fat Boy to get a strike. Later 
that afternoon the fish had pushed to 
slightly deeper water and scattered 
grassbeds along the edge where water 

www.JBraid.com

J-BRAID GRAND x8 
Our most abrasion  
resistant braid yet,  
made with smooth  
and strong “IZANAS”   
material.

J-BRAID x4 
4 inter-woven strands. 
Strong, tough and  
abrasion-resistant.  
Excellent knot tying  
braid.
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CONVENIENT SPOOL BAND WITH 
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J-FLUORO LEADER
100% Fluorocarbon leader material. Fea-
turing convenient spool band for easy line 
management.  Available in 2 spool sizes:  
100 yard spools (2lb -20lb) and  
50 yard spools (25lb – 80lb).

Another personal-
best for Chuck 

Boorman – CPR.
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was slightly deeper and the NE had created a slight color change. 
These movements occurred in an area of not more than about 300 
yards, so we really did not move very much all day. This process can 
work in the reverse order as well after periods of extremely cold nights 
with daytime warming.

Throughout the day as the fish change the structure they prefer; 
they will likely also change the size of the bait they are most interested 
in – another aspect to be aware of as it develops. The best anglers 
typically bounce from one size lure to another once the bite slows or 
prior to establishing a bite. On this particular day we used Custom 
Corky Fat Boy floaters and sinkers, Custom Corky Soft-Dines, and Texas 
Customs Double Ds. We did not use soft plastics and one of the main 
reasons was that we were able to throw the heavier lures farther. This 
is huge when the water clarity in very high. Yes, we could have gone to 
heavier jigheads but they would have grassed up a little too much for 
my liking, or so I thought. The water was knee-deep on me (so pretty 
shallow), really clear, virtually no wind, and what we had was NE. I 
personally love it when the wind creates a color change that makes 
up along a break in bottom composition. The “sanding” creates some 

cover for both bait and gamefish alike.
I think it is important to mention that while you are deciphering, 

dissecting might be a better term, the flat you’re on; you need to 
be thinking of other areas that make up in the same manner as the 
flat you’re having success on. By doing this you will increase your 
knowledge of other areas that might have possibilities. I will often 
leave one area during a lull and run to another that offers a similar 
setup. I honestly believe this is the best way to increase both your 
area-specific knowledge and your confidence in the pattern you 
have established. I also honestly believe that this mindset has been 
the single-most important ingredient in my learning process and 
continues to be a vital part of my daily processes. The video that 
accompanies this article discusses more concisely the approach and 
visuals I am looking for when entering a flat. 

As always, try and release your trout if you can see your way to 
doing it. Our fishery still has a long way to go toward recovery.

May your fishing always be catching.  -Guide Jay Watkins

Understanding Grass Flats 
Structure and Lure Selection

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com
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I knew it would be a fantastic day when I hooked up the 
trailer and every light worked. All the wiring patches 
and troubleshooting had paid off. No wasted time laying 
in the driveway chasing wires – I was off to the bay! Oh 
wait, I am not on vacation… I work for a Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department coastal fish hatchery. 

I dreamed of motoring away from the boat ramp, 
leaving everyone and everything behind except peace 
and big fish. In reality, it was my day to measure water 
quality parameters and feed tiny pellets to juvenile Red 
Drum and Spotted Seatrout in our rearing ponds. After 
that it was on to mowing, tractor maintenance, and 
getting gear lined out for a fingerling harvest tomorrow 
morning. Tomorrow I will catch and release tens of 
thousands of fish from my stocking trailer. 

I used to work at a public aquarium where the 
aquaculture was intense, and we were constantly 
fighting nitrogen (the most common fish waste is 
ammonia - NH3 that is respired off the gills) and 
phosphorous in our exhibits. Those seemingly malicious 
substances grew algae, causing us to have to continually 
scrub the walls and filter the water. Conversely, at the 
fish hatchery, I had to learn how to fertilize ponds by 

adding inorganic fertilizers (nitrogen and phosphorous) 
to stimulate phytoplankton (microscopic algae that are 
the basis of the food chain) blooms. The phytoplankton, 
coupled with organic fertilizer (cottonseed meal), feed 
zooplankton (microscopic animals) that are then used to 
feed the young fish. 

Although Texas Red Drum adults typically live in Gulf 
of Mexico water with 32 – 35 parts per thousand (ppt) 
salinity, they are considered euryhaline and can tolerate 
a wide range of salinities. They are found in high salinity 
water (> 40 ppt) where evaporation exceeds freshwater 
inflow (e.g., the Upper Laguna Madre), brackish (0.5 
ppt to 32 ppt) bays and estuaries where freshwater and 
saltwater meet and can even survive in freshwater (<0.5 
ppt). Being euryhaline is an adaptive advantage for Red 
Drum because it allows them to take advantage of the 
highly variable coastal bays and estuaries, navigating 
to where abundant food exists. It also makes Red Drum 
an ideal species for aquaculture purposes because of its 
wide tolerance for fluctuations in water quality.

I love to chase trophy fish because they are fun to 
catch. Trophy fish are often fecund females because they 
have a larger body mass that helps them produce and 

B y  T i m o t h y  S .  H u e b n e r  |  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  T e c h n i c i a n , 
P e r r y  R .  B a s s  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  R e s e a r c h  S t a t i o n

F I E L D  N O T E S

FISHING DREAMS & WORKING REALITIES

Typical TPWD Coastal Fisheries 
fingerling stocking occurrence.
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carry large numbers of eggs. While some offspring will not survive 
to reproduce, it is all a numbers game – produce enough eggs and 
some fish are bound to survive for the next generation. The hundreds 
of millions of eggs produced in hatchery brood stock tanks also add 
more genetic diversity to the population, which is critical to a species’ 
survival. Large, diverse gene pools allow more organisms to survive 
whatever nature throws at them, such as disease and changes to 
their environment. Let’s hope it helps with whatever climate change 
throws at them as well.  

Similarly, in the hatchery program we stock 20-30 million fingerlings 
into Texas public waters each year to ensure sufficient numbers are 
present for future anglers. Survival varies from year to year and bay 
to bay depending on many factors. But on average, research has 
shown that approximately six percent of fishable Texas Red Drum are 
hatchery fish. This was determined genetically by researchers at TAMU 
in College Station, and results were pooled over a number of years.

In the Gulf of Mexico, Red Drum spawn from mid-August through 
mid-October. In hatcheries, Red Drum brood stock are kept in large 
tanks that are light and temperature controlled. Manipulating 
light and temperature allows the hatchery to simulate the natural 
conditions required to induce spawning and take advantage of 
productive summer temperatures and conditions in outdoor fingerling 
grow-out ponds. I change the season as far as the fish are concerned. I 
feel like Mother Nature, or Father Time.

Hatchery raised fish get a jumpstart on their wild brethren, 
entering protective bays directly and avoiding many of life’s early, 
open-water threats instead of passively drifting where currents carry 

them, which is hopefully into the same bays.  This is a well-known 
wildlife conservation strategy called “HeadStarting” and is commonly 
used in sea turtle conservation. Fish are harvested and stocked at 
35 millimeters total length (approximately an inch and a half ) and 
are called fingerlings – although I argue it takes two to equal my 
finger. This size is an appropriate compromise between protecting 
fish through highly vulnerable, early life stages and maintaining 
our logistical ability to raise and release 15 million of them for 
enhancement purposes.

All in all, giving up a day’s fishing to work at a hatchery is very 
rewarding. Considering the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s 
Coastal Fisheries Hatcheries produce fingerlings in such staggering 
numbers that in 2021, we surpassed 800 million fingerling Red 
Drum stocked in Texas bays and estuaries. This, combined with other 
traditional management strategies such as bag and size limits, has 
brought Red Drum numbers back from the 1970s low to the world-
renowned fishery it is today!

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your 
local TPWD Law Enforcement office, or 

tpwd.texas.gov for more info.

Southern flounder at 
approximately 100 days 

post metamorphic stage.

Spotted Seatrout being harvested 
to move to trailer for stocking.
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Choose the original fiberglass piling so 
your project will last for generations
From docks, piers and boathouses to waterfront foundations, Pearson 
Pilings are stronger and stand up to the elements longer than any other.

• Safer for the environment
• Lighter, easier to handle
• 100% fiberglass construction for unmatched strength 
• Structural integrity resists storm damage 

Pearson, the name that revolutionized 
fiberglass boats, has done the same 
for docks.
Upgrade your property with the luxury, state-of-the-
art, maintenance-free, monopile dock that outlasts 
traditional designs, the Pearson Premium  
All-Composite Dock.

Build it right. Build it for generations.  
Visit pearsonpilings.com to get started  
or call Pearson Pilings at 508.675.0594.
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When it comes to fishing, there is not a season I do 
not enjoy. Sure, every month has its own strong points 
and highlights, but the way I see it they all have fishing 
opportunity. March is no exception, the transition from 
winter to spring is beginning to occur and this creates a 
perfect opportunity to be on the water. There are plenty of 
species to be caught and it is a perfect time to catch your 
personal best flounder and trout. Other than the fish, I look 
at this time of the year to stop for a minute and take care 
of a few items that I have been putting off for too long.

I’ll just go ahead and say that I am not the most 
organized person in the world. When on the water and 
changing lures, I have a tendency to stash my exchanged 
lure in the closest place that will hold it. After doing this 
for several trips, my boxes and bags will be a true random 
assortment. This is when I grab all my tackle and sit down 
to reorganize everything. While putting everything back 
in their appropriate boxes, I also take inventory of what 
I have and what I need. It never fails to amaze me of 
how many half-used bags of soft plastics I have floating 
around my boat and kayak.

Once I get everything back to where it belongs, I 
change all the hooks on my topwaters and crankbaits. 
For years I neglected the hooks on my lures and typically 
would just go buy new ones. The result of this is spending 
way too much money on tackle. Also, another reason 
for changing/replacing the hooks is because of the 
quality. For the most part, topwaters have good hooks 

but your typical crankbaits are intended for fresh water 
and will not hold up in the salt. These are usually aimed 
at the bass market, and when you hang into a redfish, 
we frequently find the hooks straightening or breaking. 
Not only that, after the first use in saltwater they begin to 
rust very quickly. So, do yourself a favor and swap them 
dull, rusty hooks out. Springtime is perfect to start the 
morning by looking for the topwater bite.

Next on my to-do list is the much-needed annual boat 
maintenance. I typically try and take care of this around 
this time of year strictly because of the weather. It is really 
hard to get motivated during the dog days of summer. 
By taking advantage of the cooler days, I will spend a 
day doing just basic maintenance on the boat. I use to 
bring it to my local dealer and would let them service 
my motor but after seeing the bill, I figured I would take 
care of it myself. You can go online or your local dealer 
and purchase a maintenance kit. It comes with your oil 
filters, anodes, spark plugs, etc. Only thing you need to 
purchase is the replacement oil for the engine and lower 
unit. The cost of the material is only a fraction of what 
bringing it to a dealer can be. 

On top of that, this is not necessarily an all-day task. 
Even if you take your time, it can be done in a few short 
hours. When it came to my first time ordering a kit and 
doing the work myself, I wasn’t completely sure what 
to expect. I knew how to do the small stuff like the 
spark plugs and filters but everything else to me was 

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

MARCH TO-DO LIST
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foreign. Fortunately, we live in a world where 
we are capable to share our knowledge on the 
internet. After watching a few YouTube videos, 
I felt confident that I could do this task myself. 
I had a little learning curve the first time but 
now I have got it down. 

One other important piece of equipment 
that needs to be taken care of is your trailer. The 
bearings on your wheels will eventually wear to 
the point of needing replacement, and bearing 
seals are the same. Wheel bearing issues have 
left me stranded more than any other problems 
I have experienced as a boat owner. Be sure 
to add a few shots of grease periodically and 
always double check that your hub caps and 
rubber plugs on the caps are installed correctly. 

Now that my lures are ready and organized 
and I have done my yearly boat and trailer 
maintenance, this only leaves one thing left 
on my to-do list and that is catch some fish! 
March is a great month to be on the water and 

it can be very productive when the weather is favorable. One of my 
favorite species in late-winter and early-spring is the flounder. The fall 
spawning migration gets most of the press, but the return migration 
in spring can sometimes be every bit as good. Timing is everything, as 
always, just give me a good weather day and a moving tide and I will 
figure out the rest as I go.

Along with the flounder, trout fishing also begins to improve with 
the coming of spring. Schools of hungry trout begin to appear in the 
open waters of Sabine Lake, and there’s usually enough of them to 
keep you busy most of the day. On top of that, early-spring is one of 
the best times of the year to catch a personal-best. As the days begin 
to warm and water temperatures are on the rise, I’m always tempted 
to swap my Corkys for a topwater. It always amazes me how quickly 
they can change from low and slow along bottom to crashing fast 
moving surface lures. And they’re not shy about it, either!

Redfish are still doing their thing in the marsh but this time of year 
their appetite changes. Early-spring is usually when the first schools 
of shad begin to appear in the lake, bayous, and marshes. Redfish 
are quick to take notice and equally quick to gorge voraciously on 
them. This makes locating redfish fairly easy but they tend to be a 
little harder to catch because they are so focused on small shad. From 
what I have found, switching to a smaller profile lure works best when 
targeting reds feeding on shad. 

There are plenty of opportunities coming up in the next few weeks 
that you don’t want to miss. Preparation can make all the difference 
in preventing a potentially great day on the water turning into an 
equipment nightmare. Get out and enjoy your time on the water with 
family and friends, and always remember that catching is a bonus.

C
O

N
TA

C
T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Finding Kayak Launches on Google Maps
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S t o r y  b y  S h a n e  B o n n o t

T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

MORE OYSTERS
The Oyster – a sessile organism that creates its own 
habitat with a remarkable ability to filter water, 
removing excess organic matter from our bay systems. 
One single oyster can filter up to 50 gallons of water 
per day and one acre of oyster reef provides $6,500 in 
denitrification services annually. Oyster reefs stabilize 
bottom sediments, reduce shoreline erosion, diminish 
wave energy and protect wetlands, historically serving 
as horizontal levees that provide in excess of $20 
billion worth of storm protection annually to Gulf Coast 
businesses and communities. 

In their natural environment, oyster reefs do almost 
all the same things as coral reefs. They are refuge. They 
are food. They are habitat. Over 300 aquatic species 
utilize oyster reefs, and research has shown that oyster 
reefs support nearly 4.5 times the aquatic biomass than 
seagrasses and 11.5 times the aquatic biomass found 
along marsh edge habitat.

Texas oyster reefs are a critical component of the natural 
landscape, no different than the trees of the piney woods, 
the brush in south Texas plains or the wooded mountains 

of the Trans-Pecos. Without vibrant oyster reefs, you have 
an underwater landscape that’s flat and featureless with 
nowhere for critters to hide and little to eat.

It may be difficult to imagine but there was a time 
where oyster reef systems expanded across entire 
bay systems, and at low tides, wildlife, livestock and 
humankind would utilize these reefs systems for 
navigation between land masses. In the last 100 years, 
due to storms, mining, dredging and commercial oyster 
fishing, you’d be hard pressed to find any reef system 
that has any resemblance of its former self. Much of the 
discussion recently is focused on the immense shift in 
oyster fishing pressure to the Texas middle coast and the 
observable impact it is having on oyster reef systems.

As the transient oyster fishery moves en masse to 
smaller harvest areas we are witnessing these changes 
in real time. The 2nd Chain of Islands, Ayres Reef, Ranch 
House Reef, Beldon’s Reef, Cedar Reef, Carlos Reef, 
and certainly multiple reef systems in Matagorda, San 
Antonio, Copano, Aransas Bays are being unnaturally 
altered in both size and structure. Repeatedly dragged 

At the January 25-26 meeting, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission (TPWC) was briefed on the state of 
oysters.  This briefing included the biology of oysters, industry participation and trends, management practices 
in place and what could the future hold.  This presentation was followed up with a request by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department Coastal Fisheries asking the TPWC permission to move forward and seek public comment on 
a proposal to consider prohibiting the harvest of oysters in Carlos Bay, Mesquite Bay, and Ayres Bay. The closure 
to oyster harvest would protect ecologically sensitive and unique oyster habitat from the negative biological 
impacts of increased harvest pressure. Per TPWD, the ecological importance and sensitivity of these oyster reefs 
coupled with the historically high harvest pressure and highly variable oyster relative abundance makes this 
minor bay complex a candidate for permanent closure from harvest. TPWC will consider this proposal their March 
23-24 meeting.  Please stay on alert for opportunities for public comment prior to and during the next TPWC 
meeting. We will provide updates via email, on the CCA Texas website and across all our social media platforms. 

As the oyster season progresses 
and market oysters become 

harder to get, many fishermen 
begin the practice of hand-picking 
oysters to reach their daily harvest 

goals. Photo by John Blaha.

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

Loving Our 
Oysters to Death?
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and scraped by the oyster dredges, public oyster reefs are being 
toppled and scattered, drastically changing their structural nature. 
Reefs that used to be measured vertically in feet are now measured in 
inches or are all together lost. Reefs that historically would extend to 
the water surface at low tide are now worked down to the bay bottom, 
making them more vulnerable to being covered by mud and silt.

Anglers, birders, and coastal residents can attest. Previously wadable 
reefs are now inaccessible. Reefs that once offered sanctuary for shore 
birds no longer breach the water’s surface. Reefs that used to protect 
shorelines from erosion are no longer high enough to absorb wave 
energy across the bays. 

It is time to prioritize the structural and ecological benefits of reefs.

It is time to safeguard existing reefs and boldly expand current 
restoration efforts.

It is time to expand the legally approved state bay-bottom lease 
program (certificate of location), and promote increased participation 
in cultivated oyster mariculture (oyster farming).

Public oyster reefs need our help, and we need to remain vigilant 
and patient as we work together to increase sustainability of a fishery 
that means so much to health of our bay systems. Please visit ccatexas.
org/oysters to learn more and be sure to participate in upcoming 
opportunities to share your concerns as Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department considers management options to conserve public oyster 
reefs. In the end, we all want more oysters.

As different areas close to harvest, the industry has begun moving en mass to different 
areas for harvest.  Many of these small areas, such as Beldon’s Reef, are not able to 
sustain the heavy harvest pressure for long periods of time. These high pressure 

concentrations of harvest also result in high water turbidity. Photo by John Blaha.

Restoration and creation projects such as the Big Tree Unit project in St. 
Charles Bay will be critical in future restoration efforts that will provide positive 

long term effects to the surrounding eco-systems. Photo by John Blaha.
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

A SPECKLED SURF STATE
Above all other species, Texas saltwater anglers choose to 
target speckled trout. Sought by many because of their 
delectable taste on the dining table, spotted seatrout 
also serve a role in an industry focused on the pursuit of 
trophy specimens. Some guides and dedicated anglers 
revere giant female trout as the most illustrious gems 
adorning Texas’ bays.

The spacious, diverse bays and estuaries in our state 
comprise one of the best speckled trout fisheries in the 
world, and Texas anglers usually target the species in 
these shallow waters, but trout also populate the waters 

fronting our barrier islands in excellent numbers. From 
the beaches of Texas Point National Wildlife Refuge down 
to Boca Chica, the surf-zone produces stud specks whose 
size rivals any landed in the bays. 

Some of the largest trout I’ve ever seen swam right by 
me, unfazed by my presence, on the first sandbar in the 
surf. For whatever reason, these fearless brutes prove 
nearly impossible to catch, even on lures tossed right 
in front of them. Because they usually don’t result in a 
hooked or caught fish, these encounters simultaneously 
feel supremely cool and annoyingly frustrating. 

Though I’m a dedicated surf/shark 
fishermen, I do enjoy targeting trout at 
times. In winter, when the surf is blown 
out and slow, I like to take my kayak and 
wade the back side of Padre Island, in 
a search for monster trout and hungry 
reds. I do find great joy in throwing soft 
plastics in the bitter cold and feeling the 
hard thump when a trophy speck bites. 

Back across the dunes, in my regular 
stomping grounds, I can catch trout 
almost daily, whenever I put a priority on 
doing so, though I don’t often distract 
myself from the pursuit of monster 
sharks. Surf trout seem tend to run 

Backwater wintertime 
trophy speck – released!

Early morning surf 
trout that fell for a 
homemade spoon. 
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muscular and fat, and they fight vigorously when hooked. Perhaps the 
strength and stamina result from their lifestyle, which requires them to 
regularly fight strong currents and avoid numerous predators.

My traditional tactics for targeting big surf trout have remained 
fairly consistent over the past couple decades. During prime-time, 
starting in May and lasting through October, my go-to speck lure 
for years has been the 95MR MirrOlure He-Dog. This large topwater 
proves nearly irresistible to big trout, when thrown into a suck-out 
in the sandbar or a hole near the beach. Over time, I’ve favored a few 
different color schemes, my all-time favorite being chrome/chartreuse. 

Most anglers can easily master and utilize a standard, dog-walking 
method with these floating plugs. Watching a large trout repeatedly 
blast through the waves while trying to take a He-Dog, sometimes 
knocking it well into the air before finally tasting the hooks, creates a 
uniquely satisfying adrenaline rush for any angler with salt in their veins. 
As long as some kind of prey like mullet or menhaden remain abundant 
and close to the surface in an area, topwaters tend to earn plenty of 
strikes. The glow series of colors made by MirrOlure seem to work best 
in low light conditions around dawn and as the evening sunlight fades. 

Alternate lures I throw at trout in the surf throughout the year 
are soft plastics, silver spoons, and slow-sinking twitch baits.  Soft 
plastics like Saltwater Assassins and KWigglers work well most of 
the time, when the fish don’t want to blow up on top. Various color 
patterns produce well in the surf; I tend to use vibrant colors, usually 
including at least some chartreuse highlights. With regard to spoons, 
I find trout seem to like silver ones better than gold. Old-school 
Krocodiles and Johnson Sprites have proven themselves consistently 

productive for decades. Though I often lack the patience necessary 
to properly work a slow-moving twitch bait, they do produce bites 
from jumbo trout in the surf, usually when the water runs cold and 
clear, with relatively weak currents.

Because anglers can pursue the mascot of our salty waters from the 
surf-zone to the back-lakes and throughout various parts of the bays, 
speckled trout earn great prestige among anglers in the Lone Star 
State. These attractive, abundant fish accommodate anglers hoping to 
catch and release the fish of a lifetime as well as folks just wanting to 
put some tasty fillets on the table. This vulnerable species does benefit 

Underwater image 
by Oz of solid 

speckled trout.
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richly from responsible acts of conservation. 
The freeze of February 2021 wreaked havoc on the inshore fishery, 

creating lingering effects, killing huge numbers of fish, including many 
specks. In response to frigid temperatures in the shallows, some trout 
likely fled from bays like the Lower Laguna Madre, swimming through 
the Port Mansfield Jetties and into the surf. I have good friends who 
caught and released some stellar surf trout starting about a week after 
temperatures began to rise. 

Over recent years, I’ve grown fond of photographing and shooting 
underwater video of big trout while releasing them. During the 
catastrophic freeze, I found several massive schools of trout, including 

some huge specimens. These fish were congregated in shallow areas 
by the hundreds, soaking up the sun’s warm rays in super cold water. 
Lucky enough to be in the right place at the right time, I documented 
some of the Lower Laguna Madre’s speckled survivors. 

The eyes of Texas truly gaze upon our flagship saltwater species with 
pride; recently, state authorities have become quite protective of these 
prized fish, for good reasons. It is reported that on or about March 10, 
2022 the daily bag limit on the middle and lower coast, including the 
surf, (upper coast bays are not included) will become three per day; 
keepers must measure between 17 and 23 inches. This regulation is set 
to expire on August 31, 2023; at which time the previous regulation of 
five fish per day at 15 to 25 inches will once again become effective.

Many natural and man-made hazards threaten this fecund, yet 
fragile species. Everything from the relentless pursuit of limits to rough 
handling by careless anglers to red tide blooms and freeze events 
cause mortality in the trout population. Because so many people 
derive joy from pursuing these versatile, valuable fish, we should all do 
our part to help insure the sustainability of the resource.

C
O

N
TA

C
T

For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com

Speckled trout and 
redfish warming in the 

shallows after the freeze.
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Call us for custom buildings and homes on your own property!

361-576-3825 Office | 361-576-3828 Fax
36 Hunters Circle, Victoria, TX 77905

www.RafterJConstruction.com

Barndominiums • Metal Buildings • Boat and Mini 
Storage • Metal Frame Homes • Commercial Buildings

“We contracted the construction of the TSFMag office 
building with Farrell Jackson. Jackson also built my son’s bay 
house here in Seadrift. We were completely satisfied with 
both projects…a professional and trustworthy contractor.” 
~ Everett Johnson | Editor/Publisher, TSF Mag
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NEW

Fishing Tackle Unlimited – 
Shimano Curado MGL 150

Z-Man Fishing

Daiwa Advanced Tackle Management

Continuing to add to the tournament-tested and dependable 

Curado lineup of low-profile reels, the new Curado MGL 150 offers 

unparalleled versatility in the lightest weight Curado to date. The 

perfect combination of 150-size spool combined with a MagnumLite 

(MGL) Spool, Shimano engineered the Curado MGL 150 for anglers 

to fish different techniques with various lure types and sizes with 

ease — and with greater casting distance and accuracy. Fishing 

Tackle Unlimited is the largest independent Shimano dealer. The full 

line up of Shimano reels can be found at all three FTU locations or 

online at www.FishingTackleUnlimited.com

Texas Eye™ Finesse and TeXL™ Jigheads 

by Z-Man Fishing - A pair of dynamic, 

exclusive Z-Man / Eye Strike Fishing designs, the 

Texas Eye Finesse and Texas Eye TeXL Jigheads activate ElaZtech softbaits via its 

swinging hook-to-jighead construction. Built with a lightwire 1/0 VMC wide gap 

hook, the Texas Eye Finesse jig eases weedless rigging while maximizing bait action—

sized to match 2” to 4” finesse baits, available in four lighter weights and Red, Pearl or 

Gold 3D eyes, MSRP $6.99 per 3-pack. Built to activate 5” to 7” ElaZtech baits, the Texas 

Eye TeXL Jighead employs a heavy-duty 5/0 VMC wide gap hook, in 3/8- and ½-ounce 

weights and three 3D eye colors. MSRP $5.99 per 2-pack.  www.ZManFishing.com

Already a hot seller, the D-VEC Tactical Soft Sided Tackle Box – available in two sizes 

– has been bettered, starting with the new PRIM1 exterior tactical fabric, which 

wears well, maintains its shape, and looks pretty snappy on the boat or bank. 

Both Large and Medium-sized D-VEC Tactical Soft Sided Tackle Boxes come with 5 

modular Daiwa branded storage trays; the Large with 3700 size and Medium with 

3600s.  Both boxes feature saltwater-grade, corrosion-free zippers throughout 

while an elastic strip along the bottom offers more exterior tool storage. Both 

models feature padded removable shoulder straps. Daiwa’s Large D-VEC Tactical 

Soft Sided Tackle Box measures 12” X 14” X 12”, the Medium 9” X 13” X 14”. MSRP for 

the D-VEC Tactical Soft Sided Tackle Box is $79.99 (Medium) and $99.99 (Large)

Learn more at Daiwa.us 
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P R O D U C T S

Gamakatsu Introduces Under Head Spin Mini

Millennium Marine 
Pro-M 100 Boat Seat

Fish Monkey Half 
Finger Guide Glove

The Under Spin Head Mini features Gamakatsu’s premium size-1 Finesse Heavy Cover 

60-degree hook. The wide gap design means you can still rig bulkier plastics and have 

plenty of bite. Ideal for smaller finesse presentations, the head profile is streamlined to 

glide through cover. Attention-getting recessed lifelike eyes and the small chrome willow 

leaf blade result in a combination that fish can’t resist. Gamakatsu’s Spring Lock holds 

swimbaits and other plastics gently but firmly, keeping the presentation straight 

on the hook.  www.Gamakatsu.com

Millennium Marine’s unique, patented saltwater design provides 

unmatched comfort and durability, no matter how severe 

the conditions are. Featuring the breathable, cool fabric 

of Millennium Marine’s ComfortMax seat for mold and 

mildew resistance. The Pro-M Series is able to withstand 

the elements from saltwater to the blazing sun, 

thanks to anodized aluminum construction. Each 

seat in the series mounts to any standard boat 

seat pedestal and comes with a one-year warranty. 

MillenniumMarine.com

Professional fishing guides spend their days in 

the blazing sun and so skin damage and even 

cancer is always a risk. That’s why Fish Monkey 

introduced the Half-Finger Guide Glove. It has 

a quick-drying fabric and synthetic leather 

palm plus SPF 50-plus sun protection for 

the backs of the hands, always a vulnerable 

area. With exposed fingertips for ultimate 

fish, boat, and tackle management, the Fish 

Monkey Gloves Half-Finger Guide Glove has a 

100% customer satisfaction guarantee.

www.FishMonkeyGloves.com
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Sweaters or short-sleeves, waders or 
wading wet, March has been known 
to present that dilemma. Shell or mud, 
sand or grass, another of March’s many 
puzzles. You have to work both types 
of bottom structure. Depending on the 
water temperature, the fish could be on 
any or all of the above.

We have all heard the word 
“transition” in the fishing genre. In fact, 
I believe it is the most overused word in 
the fishing language. However, if ever 
there was a month to use the heavily 
clichéd term, March is it.

Those sunny, mild March days send 
fish to the sand and grass. But, they 
aren’t far from the mud, either. If you 
can find a spot with mud and grass you 
will probably find the fish. Winter is one 
of the determining factors in March’s 
fishing outlook. Lingering winter keeps 

fish in deep, muddy haunts – a mild winter enjoys swelling tides, 
pushing fish to the shallows.

Either way, you can’t go 
wrong with a slow-sinker. 
The water temperature 
dictates, but chances are 
they are going to hit a slow-
sinker anytime they get 
ready to eat.

It is not revelation, but 
the wind blows briskly in 
March. We fish in all kinds 
of wind, unless it is not safe. 
If we didn’t fish in the wind, 
we would only fish about 
twenty-percent of the time.”

If winter winds persist, 
find the nearest deepwater 
channel and try natural baits. 
Spots like the Colorado River 
and Diversion Channel in 
Matagorda and Caney Creek 
in Sargent harbor winter fish. 
Never discount boat harbors 
either (if authorities permit 
fishing). Most harbors are 
deep, and the waters are 
much warmer during cold snaps. Plus, consider how many boaters 
dump their bait in the water at the end of the day. The fish aren’t 
stupid, they know where to get an easy meal.

Matagorda Harbor, Palacios Harbor and the Palacios Pavilion pier are 
good cold water spots. Carolina-rigged shrimp, Berkley Gulps, or other 
scented baits are good choices for mangrove snapper, trout, redfish, 

sheepshead, and sand trout.
Though many will claim the only way to catch a lunker trout is to 

wade, Matagorda anglers know otherwise. You have just as good of a 
chance, weather permitting, of catching the largest trout of your life 
while drifting over shell in five feet of water.

I fought it for years, but the fish keep on telling me they like it in 
the deep water, too. Shorelines once littered with acres of seagrass 
are now reduced to mud. When we lost the grass we lost a big part 
of the population of large trout that traditionally staged there during 
winter and early spring. That’s not to say there aren’t large trout on the 
shorelines, just not as many. Numerous trout tournaments over the 
past decade have been won by pluggers tossing lures out of the boat 
over East Bay’s deep shell.

New trout regulations go into effect this month. Please be good 
stewards of our natural resources and, if you don’t have a reason to 
harvest a trout, give it back to the bay. Consider the contribution a 
greater conservation effort could generate. A little from everyone is a 
whole heck of a lot.

March is all about the weather – consult a forecast before casting.
Sunrise Lodge will be at the Houston Fishing Show at the George 

R. Brown Convention Center, March 23-27. Come by and shake our 
hand and say hello.

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

March Fishing in Matagorda
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If you follow my articles you might 
recall back in January I mentioned 
that our oyster reefs in San Antonio 
Bay may be in peril, and the reason is 
two-fold. First and foremost, Mother 
Nature was far from kind last summer 
as she dumped nearly a hundred inches 
of rain on our local bays and salinity 
plummeted to near-zero for several 
months. Oysters are very resilient but 
cannot survive very long under these 
harsh conditions. The other part of the 
problem is commercial oyster harvest. 

Some of you may not be aware but 
my husband, Gary Gray, comes from a 
commercial fishing family. He and his 
father, Neal Gray (Charlie’s Bait Camp), 
harvested oysters commercially more 
than ten years in the 1980s and 1990s. 
Naturally, I was quick to have them 
weigh-in on this present oyster situation. 

In their opinion it’s all about 
abundance. In a normal season – when 
water quality is favorable and market-
size oysters are plentiful – you wouldn’t 

see so many boats working small areas. As for the number of boats 
working San Antonio Bay the past several seasons, they also agreed it 
was not uncommon to see hundreds of boats, even back then. So, with 
that said, they agreed that Mother Nature’s droughts, hurricanes, and 
floods over the past twenty-something years has by far had the greatest 
negative impact on oyster reefs all along the Texas Coast. 

Extreme weather events have taken a huge toll on oysters and forced 
Texas Parks and Wildlife to close many areas to oyster harvest over 
recent years. This has resulted in the commercial fleet concentrating 
efforts in the few areas that remain open. Another factor Gary and Neal 
cited is the increase in recreational fishing. Back when they harvested 
commercially there were far fewer recreational anglers out there during 
oyster season – which means the majority of today’s anglers have little 
or no knowledge of the way it used to be.   

Commercial oyster harvest has never been a free for all. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife have regulated the industry since the beginning. 
Regulations vary seasonally depending on abundance surveys by 
TPW and water quality as determined by Texas Department of Health 
Services, all of which are intended to prevent overharvest and preclude 
harvest of oysters unfit for consumption. Oysters must be at least three 
inches shell length. Boats are limited to 30 sacks per day, sack weight 
not to exceed 110 pounds, undersize oysters and dead shell limited 
to not more than 5% of the cargo. Public reef harvest season runs 
November 1 through April 30, Monday thru Friday, sunrise to 3:30 pm. 

Honestly, I don’t think overharvest would be nearly the problem 
it is today except that the number of closed bays concentrates the 
fleet into the few areas that remain open. Seeing as I married into a 
family that has fished commercially some way or another over their 
lifetimes, and I myself have been a fishing guide for 20 years, I can’t 

help but feel concerned for those that will suffer financially if oyster 
regulations become too stringent or closed permanently. Imagine if 
the government suddenly declared you could no longer earn your 
living in the way you have the past twenty years. Hopefully TPW can 
gather enough information to determine whatever actions can be taken 
so that we can all continue to make our living on the water without 
endangering our precious oyster reefs and other resources. 

Texas has twenty-nine designated oyster harvest areas, and here 
in early February only seven remain open, all of which are very small. 
The majority of these closures are due to low abundance of legal-size 
oysters. Sadly, I wouldn’t be surprised if these too are closed soon due 
to overharvesting. I truly hope TPW can find a solution that satisfies 
all parties and keeps our reefs, bay waters, and fisheries healthy while 
continuing to allow for less-impactful commercial harvest. You can learn 
more about the status of oyster harvest closures at: dshs.texas.gov/
seafood/shellfish-status.aspx

Gary and I will be at the 47th Annual Houston Fishing Show – George 
R. Brown Convention Center – March 23-27th in booth 532. Stop by for a 
visit and talk fishing with us. We hope to see you there!

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Stingray Protection: Don’t 
Leave the Boat Without It!

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Shellie Gray was born 
in Port Lavaca and has been 
guiding in the Seadrift/Port 
O’Connor area full time for the 
past 19 years. Shellie specializes 
in wading for trout and redfish 
year round with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

Josh Stephens enjoyed 
this big redfish testing 

his angling skills. 

A commercial oyster 
boat and recreational 

angler can co-exist.
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Fishing that
leaves other 
destinations

in its wake.

sopadre.com
Off the beach, in the bays or far offshore, South Padre Island offers anglers the fishing trip of a lifetime. Here, 
you can catch a trophy or reel in your supper and have it cooked as soon as you step ashore. And when you 
don’t have a rod in your hand, countless other diversions await. Learn more at sopadre.com/fishing.
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What a difference a month can make. 
Winter had been eluding us as autumn 
seemed to linger forever, but all 
that’s changed. One good cold snap 
coupled with the recent full moon 
dropped water temperatures to 48° 
and tide levels lower than I’ve seen in 
a long time. Immediately following 
was another punch of wintry weather 
dropping temps yet again, only this 
time our water temperatures stabilized 
in the mid-50s. This alone contributed 
to our trout “holding” in place. 

What is more interesting this year 
than years past is the increased flow 
from the gulf through the recently 
dredged East Cut. How will this affect 
fishing in the Port Mansfield area? 
I ponder whether movement and 

feeding patterns observed during the years of very limited flow will 
continue to hold true going forward. Not to fret too much though, 
our minds need challenges and what better topics to occupy our 
thoughts. I’ll start with previously established patterns and work 
backwards from there if needed.

Our redfish population is strong and I’m pleasantly surprised and 
baffled at the same time, especially after surfing social media feeds. 
Limits of reds are common day in and day out, and have been since 
summer. Only now the reds are bigger and fatter. Case in point: 
We’ve been getting slot reds over nine 
pounds on a somewhat regular basis. Thank 
goodness for the fine folks who do their part 
catching and releasing to help offset the 
many determined to keep limits.

Trout are still holding in groups, mostly in 
areas as small as a couple hundred square 
yards. Cruising the flats after the recent 
tide drop on a calm afternoon with the sun 
over my shoulder, I could see clearly at least 
75 yards in every direction. Every species, 
including specked trout was easy to identify. 
I was thinking how unbelievably blessed we 
are in the LLM to be able to see the fish before 
we set up on them. Pre-freeze we would see 
numerous groups of fish (trout and reds) and 
just stop the boat and chit chat about who 
was going to catch the first six-pound trout. 
Times sure have changed.  

Most of the trout we are catching, 3- to 
5-pounders, are smack dab in the middle of new TPWD 17- to 23-
inch slot, which is cause for concern. I voiced this at the Port Isabel 
public comment meeting held back on January 11. I would have 
personally preferred a slot of 16- to 20-inches, which according to data 
presented would have been a greater boost to spawning biomass. I 
was pleasantly surprised to hear my opinion echoed by several South 

Padre guides. All that said, the proposed rule of three fish with a slot of 
17- to 23-inches was adopted by the commission on January 27. Not 
exactly what I hoped for, but a win, nonetheless. 

As March approaches I will be dialing into and probing small areas 
close to deeper water with grassbeds and softer mud. You will find me 
working the areas methodically and I might even leave an area and 
come back several hours later. Weather, especially the sun coupled 
with the presence of bait, will be a key component for a successful 
outing. If you’ve noticed in some of our YouTube videos we rarely 
get started before sunup during the winter and that’s not going to 
change. Winter is the time to fish smarter, not harder. I will be working 
my baits low and slow in between grassbeds and inside potholes. 
I will test the topwater bite during warming trends but the water 
temperature usually needs to be at least 62° for trout to begin feeding 
reliably on the surface. 

I’m as hardheaded as they come and have often tried to “force feed” 
fish, something I caught myself doing just last week. I just knew the 
fish wanted a big paddletail (Wig-A-Lo) and had everyone tossing 
them in a variety of colors. After being turned down twice by redfish, 
I switched to a Ball Tail Shad. Next cast did not disappoint. Everyone 
switched and it turned into a fish catching day. Take my advice – Pay 
attention to what the fish are telling you.  

I’ve closed out another year of Empty Stringers Catch and Release 
Program and am happy to report 87 entries that yielded 582 keepers 
being released by clients. If you count my personal releases, we 
returned 800-plus keepers back to our bay during 2021. 

Till next time – Remember the resource. Keep only what you need 
and release the rest. 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Tag & Release Lower Laguna 
Trout – Harte Institute

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com
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Port 
Mansfield

Fred Maxwell was delighted to land this nearly 
seven-pound speck recently. The fish was released 

and now wears Harte Institute Tag #0257. 

James Miller practiced 
CPR with a beautiful 
Lower Laguna red.
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Outside right now, temps are in the 
40s with sustained north wind at 30 
mph, and some rain to insure the 
misery factor. I have clients in from 
Mississippi that made a ten-hour trek 
to fish Baffin, and we are going to 
make it happen…just delaying till 
noon for the rain to stop. We had a 
good first day and I’m trying to salvage 
the second on a day I would have 
normally cancelled.  So, to every young 
buck that thinks this a dream job – 
Momma said there’d be days like this.

TPWD commissioners just met and 
voted to change the bag and size limits 
on speckled trout through August 
2023.  To say this is much needed 
would be a great understatement.  
The 17-23” slot along with the 3 
fish bag will give a 27% increase in 
spawning biomass through the next 
two spawning seasons. Considering all 
factors (freezes, guide and rec harvest, 
tournaments, etc.) I was hoping for 
something tighter (17-20” with 2 fish 
bag limit for a projected 53% gain in 
spawning). Aim high, but be willing 
to settle for a little less.  Whichever 

way it could have gone, I call a big step in the right direction. Hats 
off to Coastal Fisheries and the commissioners.

In general, 2022 has started out really good.  I have been 
pleasantly surprised at the number of solid trout we are catching 
a year after the freeze.  The giants are in definitely much fewer 
compared to past years but the 3- to 5-pounders that will be our 
next generation of trophies are better than expected.  If everyone 
would do their part to release the majority of what they catch, 
along with the new regs that should take effect month, the future 
looks bright.   

March is not always the most comfortable month to be on the 
water but if you are chasing trophy trout in Baffin and the Upper 
Laguna this is when you want your feet planted in the mud down 
here. Gorged bellies and heavily laden with roe are what you are 
going to find on big females when you land them during this windy 
month.  If your idea of a trophy is based on weight (mine) versus 
length, now is the time.  Since I began a couple days ago and just 
now completed this column, I landed a rather skinny 28-incher that 
weighed 7-pounds.  This fish would hardly be worthy of mention 
a few years ago but we are fishing in different times and every big 
catch has a completely new meaning. To say that each one is very 
special would be another understatement.  

Trying to locate the largest trout in the bay, even in the best of 
times, has always been a challenge, but during March we can count 
on Mother Nature giving us a nudge in the right direction if we are 
willing to acknowledge past patterns that typically begin to emerge 

this month. Grassy shorelines, sandbars and flats are all key hunting 
grounds for us as the trout have begun to make their first move 
toward spawning.  I particularly like areas that are windward, or a 
large flat that can have some decent chop on them. With no evidence 
other than time on the water, I believe the wind-driven currents keep 
the freshly deposited roe trapped in the grass, protecting it from 
predation to some degree.  It seems to me that trout seek these areas 
and remain there for some time if there is also a reliable food supply.  
While the rougher water does its part to protect the eggs, it also gives 
us a great opportunity to slide in shallow without spooking the large 
females.  The noisy chop and off-colored water give us a rare chance 
to get right in the middle of the action, without blowing out the trout, 
which is much tougher to accomplish on calmer days. These factors 
along with long, accurate casts to specific points of structure will really 
increase your chances of catching trophies versus just catching a fish.

When the freeze broke last year I publically stated that I would 
harvest no trout through 2022.  I have stuck to my guns and my 
wonderful clients have been there with me every step of the way. 
God bless y’all!  I would challenge any guide that truly cares about the 
fishery to do the same.  Lead by example; become a better steward of 
the bay; and you will be rewarded tenfold. My phone rings daily with 
new customers that choose to fish with me over others due to my 
conservative stance and doing what needs to be done.   

Remember the buffalo!  -Capt David Rowsey
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David Rowsey has 30 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Upper Laguna Madre Trout!

Don Balius of Biloxi drove ten 
hours to see what Baffin was 
all about. He found out when 
this 27-inch speck hit his Fat 

Boy Pro at sunset. CPR!
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With the worst of winter behind us, it 
gets me to wondering why our best 
trout are often caught on cold and 
gloomy days, when most anglers would 
prefer to stay home. While I agree that 
larger trout become more predictable 
during the cold season, I also have to 
ask whether it’s the cold alone, or the 
lack of boating and fishing pressure 
that entices the big ones to bite. Either 
way, I hope you have landed some 
excellent specimens. 

With the coming of spring, I would 
honestly rather fish in miserably cold 
winter conditions than deal with 
constant twenty-five to thirty-five 
mph south wind. The type of wind that 
muddies most of our prime fishing 
waters, causing them to be nearly 
un-fishable many days. In addition to 
muddy water, the wind taxes the body 

physically, and I haven’t even mentioned pounding boat rides. No sir, 
I’m no fan of March wind.  

How do we deal with such windy conditions? First, I recommend 
protected shorelines, or heavily-grassed flats where the vegetation 
keeps bottom sediments in check. The east side of the ICW holds its 
clarity because of its lush seagrass. The further east you go the better 
the water clarity. I won’t say you can’t fish in windy conditions, but 
with artificial baits even modest clarity is a bonus for catching.  

Tide levels will begin to rise higher on average 
than they’ve  been the past several months. What 
effect will this have on fishing? I explain it with 
this analogy. Imagine trying to catch twenty 
goldfish with your hands in a half-filled bathtub. 
Then dump those same goldfish in a swimming 
pool. Which do you think might be easier? 
Welcome to springtime! 

I can say redfish have been plentiful over recent 
weeks and we have been finding them in many 
of the places we’ve been wading. Hopefully this 
will continue into the spring months. Reds and 
trout tend to grow markedly heavier through the 
winter months and this year is no exception. With 
the tides rising this month I expect the reds will 
be roaming back bay shorelines, the sand on the 
eastside, and sand pockets along the edges of 
spoil islands. For the past two months, we have 
been keying on schools of mullet to locate them. 
As the waters warm, their diet will also include crabs and shrimp in 
addition to the mullet they’ve been munching all winter. Our go-to 
baits will be KWigglers Ball Tails – plum/chart and Mansfield margarita, 
along with Willow Tails and the Wig-A-Lo. Look for topwater action to 
heat up this month as well.

My honest evaluation of our trophy trout fishery is that numbers 

are lower than any time in recent memory. There are a few big ones 
out there but nowhere near the numbers we’ve come to expect. In 
years past we were accustomed to seeing schools of bigger trout 
hanging on skinny flats, but that is no longer the case. There are still 
plenty of slot-sized trout and scores of undersized fish, which gives 
us hope for the future. 

Potholes amid heavy grass have always been targets to focus on, 
but do not pass up a spoil shoreline filled with bait. With all the wind 
we will experience this month, areas leeward of spoil islands will have 
much better water clarity in addition to attracting lots of windblown 
bait. So, guess where the gamefish will be?  

Our target areas for the bigger ones will no longer be deeper 
holes like in February, instead we will begin focusing on grass 
flats dotted with potholes. A topwater worked noisily over these 
sand pockets should draw vicious strikes from trout stationed in 
ambush on the edge of the cover. When they show no interest 
or blow up halfheartedly I recommend switching to a Willow Tail 
Shad or the Wig-A-Lo. 

There was a time when I was turned off by off-colored water, 
and it wasn’t until other anglers convinced me to give it a shot. 
Lo and behold I caught fish in water I would normally turn away 
from. Fishing dirtier water may require an extra attraction, like the 
vibration of a paddletail, the clacking of rattles, or a surface lure 
slapping the water vigorously. 

I will be at the Houston Fishing Show at the George R Brown, 
Friday and Saturday – March 25 and 26. Stop by the Fishing Tackle 
Unlimited booth for a visit.  

Keep an eye on the weather; March is going to be windy. Be safe 
and enjoy your time on the water.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Fish in Comfort – Simms Gear!

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.

Arroyo 
Colorado 
to Port 
IsabelC
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Kristian Faulk was 
very pleased to 
land this upper-

slot winter redfish.

Jeremy Rhodes 
with a nice 

Lower Laguna 
wintertime 
trout. CPR!
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catfoam.com 1-800-595-1880

Fast/Affordable
Risk Mitigation

No Heavy Equipment
Convenient
Environmentally Friendly

Benefits:

Porches & Stoops
Driveways
Sidewalks

Pool Decks & Patios

Bulkhead & Seawall Repair
The Deep Foamjection™ process will create a solid barrier 
preventing future erosion and degradation of sea wall/
bulkhead sub structure.  

Before

After

Concrete Lifting: 
Drill.

Pump.

Patch.

w w w . d o a l u r e s . c o m

DOA 2.75 Shrimp
totally new design is the
best of both worlds – it’s like
fishing a jig and a DOA 
Shrimp. The weighted super 
sharp hook slips seamlessly 
into the body
of the shrimp.  It has a 
molded in rattle cavity to 
easily add sound, skips well,
sinks fast, and casts like a 
bullet.

Made in USA

12” Sna-Koil pro-style snake
is so close to the real thing it’s scary.
A true snake shape, the lifelike
profile slithers through weed lines
and over matted vegetation.

211734_DOA_1.27_TxSF_2.75SH-SnaKoil_3.675x4.875.indd   1211734_DOA_1.27_TxSF_2.75SH-SnaKoil_3.675x4.875.indd   1 1/27/21   10:21 AM1/27/21   10:21 AM
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Landon Waits 
Aransas Bay - first redfish!

Miles Selby 
Lavaca Bay - first fish!

Lisa Easley 
Port Aransas - 26” personal best red!

Emily Elizabeth Davis 
PINS - 6’4” bull shark

Jason Taylor 
Aransas Bay - 31” 13 lb personal best red!

Kimberly Carroll 
Matagorda Beach - 42” redfish

Noah Coston 
West Matagorda Bay - 31” personal best redfish! CPR
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First come – first published!
Photos are judged on artistic 

merit and sporting ethic displayed. 
No stringer, cleaning table, or 

hanging board images allowed. 
Digital images only. Adjust camera 
to high or best quality. All images 

become property of TSFMag. 
Email to: Photos@TSFMag.com

Include short description of 
your catch with name, date, bay 

system, etc. 

Photo 
Gallery 

Guidelines

Slone & Slade Smalley 
Shoalwater Bay - 24” redfish

Ellie Vesely 
POC - 24” first redfish!

Charlotte Teague 
Aransas Bay - first redfish!

Stephen Holland 
Laguna Madre - 31” bull red

Donneville Prescott 
33” 23.56 lb redfish

Ethan Lancaster 
Copano Bay - redfish

Aiden Bracey 
Trinity Bay - 26.5” personal best redfish!

Thomas Blackburn 
POC Back lakes - 24” personal best trout! CPR
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Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
James says the fishing in West Bay has been steady lately, with a good 
bite in the shallows most of the time. “During these warm spells between 
cold fronts, the wading has been outstanding. We’re catching our fish over 
a sandy bottom with some shell scattered around, throwing everything 
from Assassin Sea Shads rigged on light jigheads to 51M MirrOlures to 
Catch 5s, MirrOdines and ShePups. When the water warms up to its highest 
point, the little pink and silver ShePups work great. March is something of 
a transitional month for us in this part of the world, as the weather warms 
up and the fish spread out some. Fishing can be great, but staying in the 
bite requires more adjustments than fishing in the dead of winter does. 
Once the shrimp and glass minnows start moving in, some of the trout will 
be roaming around, chasing them. Looking for working gulls and keying 
on places with lots of slicks can be important then, if catching numbers of 
trout is the goal. People looking to catch the bigger ones will wade mostly. 
March is great for catching quality trout in the coves, around the reefs, and 
over grass beds in West Bay.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
Jim reports seeing quite a few more solid trout caught on recent trips than 
for the previous several months. “We’re finally seeing a few more nice trout 
over here in East Bay. We’ve been catchin’ ‘em really shallow, on shorelines 
around drains, when the weather’s warm. The bite on slow-sinking twitch 
baits has been best. We’re throwing SoftDine and MirrOdine Xls a lot. 
There’s been a mix of fish, from dink trout to trout up to about five pounds 
to slot reds and oversized reds. We even caught three blue cats, up to about 
4 pounds, on Paul Brown Lures up in Trinity Bay the other day! The water 
over there’s gotten saltier, though, and we did catch some trout too. Come 
March, we’ll start fishing more in the mornings, as the weather warms up. 
Lately, the bite has been best late in the afternoons, into the first hour or so 
of night. And, the fish usually spread out more in March, so we can catch 
‘em in more places. The mid-bay reefs usually start producing better, and 
some of the shorelines in the back of East Bay perk up too. I like some fairly 
strong winds in March, with a lot of easterly direction.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
Randall looks forward to the longer days and warmer weather sure to arrive 
with the coming of spring. “This time of year, the patterns change with the 
warming water temperatures, longer days and rising tides. Generally, the 
trout and reds like to be in shallow water this month, often because that’s 
where they find two of their favorite food sources—glass minnows and 
brown shrimp. Usually, the glass minnows congregate around grass beds 
fairly close to shorelines, or in the back corners of lakes and coves. In the 
afternoon hours, it’s often possible to find large clouds of them in places with 
a grassy bottom. Brown shrimp ride rising tides into the bays, and the trout 
and reds ambush them in predictable places, around points and sand bars 
which funnel water and generate tidal rips. Of course, other ways to locate 
the minnows and the shrimp include watching all kinds of birds, including 
terns, pelicans, cormorants, and gulls. Laughing Gulls, for some of us, kind of 
announce the arrival of spring, when they start squawking over the schools 
of migrating shrimp. Early in the month, I favor Junior Sand Eels, while the 
shrimp are small, regular sized ones later, when the white shrimp show up.”

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Charlie Paradoski – 713.725.2401
The catching in the Matagorda area can be epic in March, Charlie says, and 
the best patterns depend on the weather. “We can have all kinds of weather 
in March, from cold, with low tides and calm winds, to warm with high tides 
and strong onshore winds. Anglers targeting trout this month have to adjust 
to the changing conditions. After fronts, when the tide is low, fishing for 

trout is best out in the middle, drifting if there’s some wind, 
throwing soft plastics in places near the main reefs, where 
scattered shell covers the bottom. If it’s cold and calm, 
wading some of those same mid-bay reefs works well. When the weather 
warms, and onshore winds blow water in, filling up the shoreline coves, 
fishing for trout often improves in areas well up into the marsh. The big trout 
in particular seem to ride the rising tides into those kind of shallow places. 
Anglers after reds can find plenty of them stacked into the guts on the 
south shoreline in West Bay on low tides, if they know how to safely access 
them. Rising tides scatter them, but they’re still pretty easy to catch around 
patches of shell and grass.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
Fishing has turned fantastic now that cold weather has come and stayed 
around for a while. Catching has been easy in many places around Palacios, 
both from the shorelines, and from drifting boats. The harbor has been 
holding lots of keeper trout in the new turning basin and in the channel 
leading out into the bay. Pearl white Gulp! jerk-shads rigged on three-
eighths ounce jigheads have worked best to catch the fish in the deep 
water of these ditches. Working the lures really slowly to maintain contact 
with the bottom has accounted for almost all the bites. Deep shell pads 
lying off the north shorelines of both Turtle and Carancahua bays have 
been holding good numbers of slot-sized reds on falling tides. They’re 
biting small topwaters like Spook Juniors and Baby SkitterWalks in plain 
white colors lots of days. The Tres Palacios River has been full of keeper 
trout and reds, with most of the schools staying north of the 521 bridge. 
Three-inch Gulp! shrimp in white, rigged about three feet under popping 
corks have worked best up the river. Trolling the shorelines and throwing 
around points and into adjacent ditches has been the best plan there. 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
In March, with Cedar Bayou open and allowing water to move back and 
forth between the Gulf and Mesquite Bay, Lynn likes the potential in the 
areas south of Port O’Connor. “We get all kinds of stuff moving in out of 
the Gulf this time of year, and that makes the potential for catching go 
up in places close around the mouth of Cedar Bayou. Down that way, we 
have plenty of options. Places like Carlos and Ayer’s bays and the chains 
of islands close to them have lots of shell reefs, and places with muddy 
bottoms with some scattered shell. Those spots are good when the 
weather’s cold this time of year. We catch some big trout there on slow-
sinking twitch baits and soft plastics rigged on light jigheads, often in 
the afternoon hours. When the weather’s warmer, and strong winds push 
plenty of water into the bays, fishing on sandy, grassy shorelines in the 
morning hours down that way usually produces better. Of course, when 
it’s warm and windy this time of year, it’s often cloudy in the mornings, all 
of which generates excellent conditions for using topwaters like SheDogs, 
SkitterWalks, One Knockers and Spook Juniors.”

Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
With duck and dove seasons ending, Blake will be fishing all the time 
during the month of March. “We usually have really good fishing this time 
of year in the bays of the Coastal Bend. I’m normally still able to target 
some reds I found in the backwater areas during duck season. In March, 
they tend to become more willing to blow up on small topwaters than they 
are during the colder months. So, we do spend some time running around 
chasing reds in those places this time of year. The trout bite begins to perk 
up on area shorelines with a mix of sand and grass this time of year. Most 
of the best fish bite in places really close to the bank, where stands of cord 
grass grow. The water in most of those places will remain crystal clear, even 
when pretty strong southeast winds roll off the Gulf. Lures with natural 
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colors works best to catch them most of the time, and some cloud cover 
in the sky makes the catching in those places better too. Topwaters work 
really well some of the time in those places, but soft plastics and slow-
sinking twitch baits prove more consistent.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
Looking over my fishing logs from previous years reveals much valuable 
information about fishing the Upper Laguna Madre and Baffin Bay in 
March. Typically, both air and water temperatures steadily rise during 
this month when winter ends and spring begins. So do the average wind 
speeds out on the coastal waters. These factors tend to bring the fish out 
of deeper holes and basins and into shallower areas along shorelines and 
on the tops of bars and humps. My logs indicate the fish will be caught 
best in about three feet of water or less, where the bottom is grassy 
overall, with some scattered potholes breaking up the grass. Smart anglers 
will do what the trout and redfish do, and follow the bait. Gulls hovering 
together in tight flocks, brown pelicans diving and slicks popping in places 
all indicate the presence of predators. Both trout and reds eat plenty of 
smallish, four to six-inch mullet this time of year, so four-inch Bass Assassin 
Sea Shads in colors like salt&pepper/chartreuse, opening night, Calcasieu 
brew and chicken on a chain rigged on sixteenth-ounce jigheads rigged 
on eighteen or twenty inches of twenty pound fluorocarbon leaders work 
well to earn plenty of strikes. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
March is a great time to catch some of the big trout which helped make 
Baffin Bay and the Upper Laguna Madre famous. For the most part, these 
fish stay in shallow water this time of year, frequenting places along the 
King Ranch shoreline at night and early and late during daylight hours. Best 
areas for targeting these fish include large mats of rotting seagrass, some 
scattered sandy potholes on the bottom and some rocky patches. Some 
stretches of shoreline having all these features produce well from year to 
year, while others prove less consistent. Lots and lots of jumping mullet in 
an area normally indicates a much higher potential than anything else. If 
the water is stupid clear and the skies bright, fishing in Baffin Bay, where 
the water has at least a little color, is often better. Big trout come out of lots 
of areas down south this time of year, including Alazan Bay, the Badlands, 
the flats behind the bars on both sides of the bay, Yarbrough Flats and areas 
around the entrance to the Land Cut. In these places, anglers targeting big 
trout tend to work shallow areas with soft bottoms, lots of dark grass, some 
potholes and some rocks. 

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 
The weather during this winter of ‘21/’22 has been chaotic and random; 
some days, the water is murky and cold, clear and warm on others. While 
the dramatic swings in weather do prove confusing, a few calm days verify 
plenty of fish are around. Both red and black drum have been plentiful, 
biting traditional bait and Fish-Bites. Pompano are hungry, biting small 
pieces of shrimp or Shrimp-Bites rigged on 2/0 or 3/0 hooks best in clear 
water. As we transition into spring, expect various migrations to take 
place along the beachfront. We will still have our cooler water species, but 

expect to possibly see jack crevalle and Spanish mackerel make their first 
appearances of the year. Lures or live baits will work to catch both. Shark 
fishing has remained steady all winter, and we should see more activity this 
spring. Blacktip sharks will come in thick and are suckers for giant whiting 
or whole pompano. We will still have some sandbar sharks around and at 
the end of the month, the bulls will move in. There is also a chance (though 
rare) at a mako this month. Overall, there should be loads of action to be 
had with a variety of species.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
In March, fronts typically continue to pass over the waters of 
the Lower Laguna Madre, creating somewhat unpredictable 
patterns for those of us trying to catch trout and redfish. 
Occasionally, during this month, birds can be found 
working around Peyton’s Bay, or near Century Point. 
In Peyton’s, most of the fish found chasing shrimp and 
attracting the attention of the gulls will 
be redfish. Over at Century Point, 
speckled trout more likely cause the 
pattern to develop. If and when birds 
aren’t working to reveal the locations of the 
schools of trout and reds, drifters should work the potholes 
along the break into deeper water. Areas like the weather station, 
Butcher’s and Dubb’s islands provide plenty of opportunity up north. On 
the west side, the water close to the break to deeper water usually holds 
fish, when wind speeds aren’t too high. Down south, the deeper water 
around the pipeline and east of Bennie’s Island produces good catches at 
the beginning of spring. The area directly behind the cabins along the ICW 
in that area can be really productive too. KWiggler Wig-A-Los and Willow-
tails rigged on eighth-ounce jigheads are the most productive lures on a 
daily basis during this time of transition.

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
Fishing has been fairly steady lately in the Lower Laguna Madre. We have 
found plenty of good trout in areas near the intracoastal waterway, and 
also flats with lots of potholes, in depths ranging from about two to four 
feet. We’ve been throwing KWigglers Ball-tail Shads rigged on quarter-
ounce screw-lock jigheads for best results. Our main color of choice lately 
has been plum with chartreuse tail. Our most consistently productive 
presentation has involved slow, steady retrieves with short hops off the 
bottom. This works best on the cooler days. We pick up the speed and 
intensity some as the water warms. Redfish continue to be plentiful in 
similar depths as the trout, often around the same potholes. Low tides do 
move the reds away from the shorelines toward the transitions into deeper 
water. The presence of smaller mullet along these depth contours often 
leads us to the most promising areas for fast action. KWiggler Willow-tails 
on eighth-ounce jigheads have produced lots of bites when worked low 
and slow, especially those in the dirty jalapeno color. I expect both species 
to remain in areas with some deeper water close by until both air and water 
temperatures rise and stay well above sixty degrees for a while.

Oyster.TexasSeaGrant.org
The coast is your oyster.

Since the recent legalization of oyster 
farming in Texas, the coast is open for 

business. You can join this new industry!

Texas Sea Grant’s new oyster farming 
website provides information on:

 Permitting • Setting Up Farms • Growing Large, 
Delicious Gulf Oysters • And More! 
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INGREDIENTS
1 large onion, sliced
2 fresh jalapenos, sliced, no seeds 
1 ½ cup white vinegar
2 Tbsp olive oil
2 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce 
1 ½ Tbs. mustard powder
1 package Good Seasons Zesty Italian dressing. (Dry ingredients only)
(I prefer Penzey’s Brady Street Cheese Sprinkle instead of the Zesty Italian dressing)
10 – 15 whole black peppercorns
5 bay leaves
1 Tbsp fresh dill, chopped
1 ½ - 2 lbs. peeled & deveined cooked shrimp 
1 - 8 oz container crab claw meat

PREPARATION
Mix all ingredients 
and pour over shrimp. 
Refrigerate overnight.

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530

P
A

M
 J

O
H

N
S
O

N Gulf Coast

Jalapeno Pickled Shrimp

Another yummy recipe from Randy VanderNaillen. This 
one is a great starter course for any fresh seafood dinner. 
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As any parent or teacher knows, a roomful of kids suddenly going 
silent could mean trouble. As it turns out, coral reefs have their own 
soundscape, and a quieter reef may also suggest trouble. 

Scientists can monitor a reef’s changes by eavesdropping on the sounds 
made by its inhabitants. This approach provides more information than 
visually observing the reef or calculating coral coverage, and it tells 
biologists more about the reef’s health.

Researchers from two universities in the United Kingdom lead the Mars 
Coral Reef Restoration Project, which restores coral reefs in central 
Indonesia. To measure their progress they needed a way to tell whether 
the reefs were actually recovering, so in 2018 and 2019 the scientists 
made a series of audio recordings of the reefs after one to three years 
of restoration. Then they analyzed the soundscapes of these reefs and 
compared them to both healthy and degraded reefs. Although the 
sounds of restored reefs differed from existing healthy reefs, the restored 
reefs boasted a similarly broad diversity and frequency of sounds as the 
healthy reefs, suggesting the restored ecosystems were healthy and full 
of a variety of critters. The sounds from restored reefs had much richer 
diversity than degraded reefs.

So what exactly were the sounds emanating from the restored reefs?  
Sunrise brought growls along with a few whoops and laughs, followed 
by three dozen scrapes in the morning and afternoon. They also heard 
some foghorn sounds in the afternoon before knocks, croaks and grunts 
rose up during sunset. The nighttime soundtrack included a mix of 
purrs and raspberries before the growls and grunts of sunrise signaled 
a new day. All of these sounds were made by the animals living on the 
restored reefs.

A Reef’s Symphony of Sound

A coral reef, three years after restoration. Credit: The Ocean Agency
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

Few things can stop an outboard 
engine dead in its tracks quicker 
than lubrication failure. Annual 
servicing by a qualified dealer 
includes changing engine 
crankcase oil and oil filter; the 
general rule for service interval is 
every hundred hours of operation, 
not to exceed two years. 

The accompanying photo shows a rusted/leaking oil filter cannister 
from a low-hour engine, within the recommended service interval. The 
cause of the rusting was a very slight leak from 
a cooling water fitting, located above the filter. 
Luckily the owner discovered the oil leak before 
the engine was damaged.  

The take-away here is to never assume all is well 
under the engine cowling…remove it regularly 
and perform thorough visual inspections. 

Another situation that arises in certain Yamaha 
outboards occurs when the fibrous drive gear 
on the engine balancer and/or its drive belt has 
worn to the point where debris accumulates in 

the oil sump and clogs the oil pickup, (see photo), which can result in 
damage or complete seizure of the rotating assembly. During regular 
annual service the technician opens the inspection ports to inspect 
for this condition.  

The annual service by qualified technicians is designed to avoid 
major failures and there’s definitely more to it than meets the eye.   

Have a safe and fun spring season!
Chris Mapp
Coastal Bend Marine – Port O’Connor, TX
coastalbendmarine.com – 361-983-4841

PROTECT YOUR OUTBOARD ENGINE INVESTMENT

Rusted oil filter, luckily the owner detected 
the leak before any engine damage.

Badly worn engine balancer drive gear.
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TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters

Capt. Lynn Smith’s
Back Bay Guide Service

Port O’Connor Area

TROUT
REDFISH

FLOUNDER

Wade & 
Drifting 
the Back 

Bays & Surf

Call 361.983.4434  (cell 361.935.6833)
Email lynn@tisd.net (tswf.com/lynnsmith)

PORT O’CONNOR
SEADRIFT

PORT LAVACA

DRIFT FISHING
LIVE / DEAD BAIT

ARTIFICIAL LURESBay Fishing $500

361-482-8306
Coach Mac’s Guide Service

CALL FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY. ASK ABOUT LODGING AND WEEKEND PACKAGES.

Call Coach Cory McFall

PESCADO PARK
RV PADS & 
BOAT STORAGE

Baffin Bay
near Kaufer-Hubert Boat Ramp

DAN WARD
832-860-4600 dwpb@comcast.net
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The PENN® Pursuit® IV 
spinning combo is great 
for inshore, boat, and surf 
fishing. This combo combines 
the Pursuit IV spinning reel 
and a graphite composite 
rod for an affordable and 
durable fish-taming set-up. 
The reel features our proven 
HT-100TM drag system and 
a 4-sealed stainless steel 
bearing system, making the 
Pursuit® IV a great value for 
money for saltwater anglers.

Pick one up today at Academy Sports + Outdoors
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