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their last stop before heading to the dock. 
Their luck changed when the first red 

took Easton’s cut mullet bait…followed 
by another within minutes. Two bites and 
back-to-back slot redfish. How’s that for a 
great way to end a father-son fishing trip? 
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The first thing that pops in my mind as June rolls 
around is the incredible fishing opportunities 
available to Texas anglers. Everything’s in play, 
from backwater to bluewater. It is truly one of the 
greatest months to be on the water.

Federal red snapper season opens June 1, and 
while the season length has yet to be announced, 
sources at TPWD say recreational anglers could 
get between 60 and 65 days this summer. 

We have a story this month from Nick Haddad. 
Nick is the Sustainable Fisheries Communications 
Manager with Florida Sea Grant/University of 
Florida. His topic is the best method for dealing 
with barotrauma which, if you’re not familiar, is 
bloating that occurs when fish are reeled rapidly 
to the surface from deep water. 

Fish suffering barotrauma often have stomachs 
protruding from the mouth and bulging eyes. 
Another sign can be a distended abdomen – the 
skin will seem abnormally tight to the touch.  

The bag limit in federal water is only two 
red snapper per day, which means anglers will 

invariably be releasing quite a few, hoping to fill their limit with better-
than-average specimens. 

The problem with releasing red snapper is that simply tossing them 

overboard without properly treating the barotrauma is pretty much a 
death sentence. Most are unable to swim back down and flop on the 
surface until they suffocate or a predator finds them. 

As you will learn in Nick’s story, the best method for accomplishing 
a healthy release is the use of a descending device. Some old-school 
anglers might scoff, believing all that is necessary is a quick poke with 
a deflating tool. Truth is, though, too few fishermen know how to do it 
properly. Even though the fish might appear to swim away healthy, it 
will likely soon die from injury to internal organs. 

“Return ‘Em Right” is the name chosen by Florida Sea Grant/
University of Florida for their program to encourage anglers to 
participate in the best methods for releasing reef fish, and they’re 
offering a deal that’s hard to pass up. 

In Nick’s words; Gulf anglers (18 & older) that complete Return ‘Em 
Right’s short 15-minute review of best practices at RER website  will 
be shipped a package of release gear that includes a SeaQualizer 
descending device pre-rigged to a 3-lb weight, an inverted hook 
descending device, and a sticker and brochure on best practices (~$100 
value). The project aims to improve reef fish survival by equipping 
anglers with the knowledge and gear to successfully release reef fish 
suffering from barotrauma. 

I encourage all readers to get on the water this month and enjoy the 
wonderful fishing opportunity June provides. While you’re at it…Take 
a Kid Fishing! 

EDITORIAL

HOORAY FOR JUNE!

June Issue 
Highlights

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

"It worked so well that I now pair
one with each of my clients on

every shallow water wading trip."

Capt. Kyle Johnson 
Coastal Water Outfitters - Chandeleur Islands
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Technology

SHARKBANZ.COM
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The Spot

This stretch of shoreline produced 
some really good quality trout for 
years. Relentless ship swells have taken 
their toll. Now it’s pretty much washed 
up just like the boat you see here.

STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN



I 
recently fished a small tournament with my longtime buddy Jake 
White.  The tournament was a small event for a group of neighborhood 
friends. Jake and I really had nothing much to play for because this 
was a “recreational anglers” only tournament and I am a “fishing guide.”  
Nonetheless, they allowed us to fish it just for fun.  Furthermore, I had 
been in a bit of a slump on some of my recent charters and I figured a 

little break from “work” to just go fun fishing with a buddy could do me some good.
The forecast held true the morning of the tourney as we eased out of the harbor 

and headed west in a sustained 20 mph southeast wind.  It was Saturday and another 
tournament was taking place.  With forecasts predicting wind gusts to 30 mph by 
9AM it meant most boats would be stacked up on the south shoreline.  We had 
discussed our game plan the night before and mutually decided to fish an area where 
we’d both caught big trout in years past.  



While running the shoreline our noses caught a strong 
whiff of trout.  We both turned our heads at the same 
time to notice small slicks emerging from a stretch of 
shoreline that gets passed up on a daily basis because 
it’s just not known to hold fish.  We slowed down and 
briefly discussed wading the area but both agreed that 
it was better to continue on to the spot that had been 
productive for big trout for us in the past.  Our thought 
was that there would be no “B” spot given the conditions 
and the crowds so we’d better stick to our plan and 
wade our “A” spot.  It seemed like a safer bet than trying 
something new on tourney day.  After all, we were only 
fishing for our pride.

As we slowly eased into the area we wanted to target 
both of us were concerned about the absence of bait 
and slicks.  The tide was quite a bit lower than what we 
would prefer for that particular spot as well.  The wind 
was quickly gaining velocity and boats were running 
across the bay to their spots.  We knew our window was 
shrinking so we decided to go ahead and wade the area anyway.  I’ve 
known Jake for many years and I can tell when he’s excited about 
getting out of the boat to fish.  His eyes get wide open and he gets this 
certain smirk on his face.  Well, he didn’t have that look and I wasn’t 
feeling it either.  We felt more like we were making ourselves fish the 
area rather than wanting to fish it – the confidence just wasn’t there.  
After about 30 minutes of casting practice I decided to go get the boat 
and pick him up.  This was not remotely how we wanted to begin our 
day; tournament or no tournament.

Knowing our options would be limited, we decided to head back to 
that “unpopular” stretch of shoreline where we’d seen the slicks.  Sure 
enough, the slicks were still popping and there wasn’t another boat 
in sight.  About 45 minutes into our wade we still hadn’t brought a 
trout to hand despite getting several bites.  We often talk about how 

slicks are a dead giveaway that the trout are in the area.  This is almost 
always true but it doesn’t necessarily mean they’re feeding.  On several 
recent trips it actually meant that they were finished eating.  They 
were just regurgitating after gorging early that morning or during the 
wee hours of the night.  

Despite their negative feeding habits I had recently been catching 
some nice trout by agitating them with topwaters.  It wasn’t doing the 
trick this particular morning so I tied on a Purple Demon MirrOlure Lil 
John rigged on a Saltwater Assassin Pro Elite sixteenth ounce jig head.  
The trout were suspended, feeding upon tiny juvenile shad so I figured 
the Lil John rigged this way would stay in the upper part of the water 
column long enough to incite some more committal bites.  My use of 
braided line coupled with the stiff winds helped enhance the tiny soft 
plastic’s hovering ability.

Tiny soft plastics rigged on ultra-light jigs worked great for suspended trout 
on this particular morning. There’s a MirrOlure Lil John in there somewhere!

Richard Sueme had the hot hand on a 
morning when we all had to put in some 

work but were rewarded in the end.

Jake White with a solid 
one he tricked on a Lele.

Eddy Mesa tricked this nice red while 
casting to small slicks on top of a sand bar.
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Finally…I found something that worked!  After only a 
couple of casts I landed a 2 pound trout.  Jake yelled at 
me and asked what I was throwing.  He didn’t have any Lil 
Johns with him so he switched over to a Borboleta Lele 
floater to try to accomplish the subsurface suspended 
effect.  A few casts after he made the switch a 3 pound 
speck smoked his chrome and pink Lele.  Now we were 
having fun!  We never caught a ton of fish but the ones 
we caught were solid and it was very gratifying to find 
a way to trick them, especially in an area that probably 
hasn’t seen a pair of wading boots in a while. Trout 
avoiding heavy foot and boat traffic tend to squeeze 
into in-between type areas that would otherwise seem 
unlikely.  I later told Jake, “Man, we both know what a 
trout slick looks and smells like and we freaking drove 
past 100 of them this morning to get to our “spot.”  We 
know better!”  Who knows what we might have caught 
had we fished that area first thing that morning? 

It usually makes sense to revisit spots that have 
produced for us in the past, especially for guides, 
because we can’t really risk not putting paying clients 
into a position to catch fish.  We usually save scouting 
missions for our off days.  But by the same token we have 
to remember what made us good at our profession in the 
first place.  Trout Fishing 101 involves finding active bait, 
targeting structure, noticing signs such as slicks, and 
then selecting the right lure to entice them.  Sometimes 
trout may not be where we think they’re supposed to 
be so we have to keep an open mind.  Repeating old 
habits and forgetting about the basics is how we can 
get ourselves in a rut.  This is especially true in bays 
where shoreline and bottom landscapes have drastically 
changed throughout the years.  The fish aren’t always 
where they used to be.

Sometimes we want fish to be there so badly that we 
spend too much time focusing on “the spot” even to the 
point where we knowingly pass up visible signs of fish 
to get there.  In addition, memories of big trout can get 
stuck in our brains and really mess up our thinking when 
trying to find current-day spots to fish.  I can honestly say 
that the day spent fishing in that little friendly tournament 
with no pressure and fishing the way I learned to fish, and 
the way we should all fish, sure helped me get back on 
track.  My clients and I had a great trip the next day!  It felt 
good to come out of the funk I was briefly in.  

In a recent postgame interview Astros manager, Dusty Baker, 
was asked what he thought about several of his players being 
in a hitting slump.  I loved his answer; “You’re only one hit away 
from a hot streak.”

CO
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Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Extending the Bite

Jeff Hanzon enjoyed his first wading trip. A Saltwater Assassin 
Sea Shad rigged on a 1/16-ounce jig kept him in the strike zone.

We passed up these perfect trout slicks on the way to our “spot” that morning. Big mistake!

 12   |   June 2022



TSFMAG.com   |   13



Dark Paul Brown Lures 
work well in clear water 
at dusk and dawn and 
under night skies.



W
hen spring ends and summer begins, frenzied winds 
usually calm somewhat, water temperatures climb above 
80° to stay for a good long while, and people seemingly 
come out of the woodwork, heading to the coast to fish. 
For many folks in the Lone Star State, June plays a role as 
the first full month in the saltwater fishing season.

For other people, who live close to the water, or who fish the salt all year long for 
other reasons, this month has both positive and negative attributes. Certainly, the 
generally benign weather conditions and warm water facilitate consistently productive 
fishing, and that’s a good thing. Some would say people zig-zagging all over the water 
in their boats and lining up shoulder to shoulder on the shorelines, beaches and jetties 
is a bad thing, especially for individuals who seek solitude and an escape from the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life when they go fishing.

Additionally, high temperatures in June exceed 90° on a daily basis. The long days, 
short nights and soft breezes generate consistently sultry conditions. Many outdoor 
enthusiasts shun the mid-day and afternoon hours during this month when the summer 
furnace begins blasting in earnest. For all these reasons, some anglers like to beat the 
heat and the crowds by hiding under the cool cap of darkness and fishing at night.

STORY BY KEVIN COCHRAN

BeatinG
the Heat

& the Crowds



Anyone heading out to fish during the dark hours should consider 
several things before embarking. The lack of light generates dangers 
of various kinds. A longer list of concerns develops when the plan 
requires the use of a boat. Extensive knowledge of places and 
practices makes fishing at night safer and more productive.  

All navigating done under the cover of darkness should 
include the shining of a bright light forward of the craft, into the 
expected lane of travel. Ideally, such a light illuminates some kind 
of recognized signs, sticks or natural features, so the captain can 
visualize a mental map.  Before heading to a spot to fish at night, 
anyone should have a high level of familiarity with the most 
efficient, safest path to the place from the launching point, 
including all significant hazards to avoid along the way. 

No one should run around on our bays and coastal 
waterways these days without the aid of a working GPS. 
Enhancing the unit with additional data, including track 
lines, anchor sites and sweet spots accomplishes two 
related goals, making the boating safer, the fishing more 
consistently productive. At no time do these truths ring more 
true than at night. 

Safety concerns also dictate the need for a fairly high level 
of knowledge of the spot where the effort will take pace, 
including a familiarity with specific features which form the 
layout of the place, when wading is the desired method. 
Certainly, no one should attempt to wade somewhere 
at night unless they’ve fished there many times during 
daylight hours, and have a fairly intimate knowledge of the 
topography and consistency of its bottom features. Placing 
anchor icons on the GPS screen facilitates the ability of 
anglers to leave the boat with a precise idea how far and in 
which direction perceived sweet spots lie from the transom, 
making the trek both safer and more productive.

Of course, when wading, all anglers should use gear to 
protect their legs from the poisonous barbs of stingrays. This 
truth holds strong significance in a month like June, when 
warm water temperatures ensure the presence of plenty 
of rays. When a person chooses to walk around in the bay 
during dark hours, stingrays have reduced ability to perceive 
danger using their eyes, so they become less likely to swim 
away from approaching waders. All this dictates the use of 
protective equipment for nighttime waders.

In addition to Ray-Guards or some similar gear, anglers 
who choose to wade at night should carry lights with them, 
and use those lights when handling fish and changing lures. 
Wearing small lights on the bill of a baseball cap works fine; 
more elaborate lights come with adjustable, flexible bands 
which hold them in place on the forehead. These methods 
work better, in my experience, than trying to wear a light 
dangling from a cord around one’s neck.  

Leaving the light turned off while fishing lets the eyes 
adjust to the darkness. On clear nights, when moonlight 
casts a silver sheen on the water, eyes adjust and become 
capable of seeing fairly well without the aid of artificial 
light. On cloudy and/or moonless nights, seeing one’s hands 
in front of one’s face can prove impossible. Depending 
on the water clarity in the targeted area, a darker night 
might enhance productivity more than a lighter one. I’ve 

experienced my best fishing at night in profound darkness, perhaps 
because I’ve spent the majority of my career fishing in clear water, 
targeting large trout.

Deep darkness facilitates the efforts of a predator intent on killing 
and eating another fish in super clear water, making it easier for 
the predator to ambush its prey.  Slow-sinking twitch baits in colors 
like red and black work well in clear water under lightless skies. In 
places with murkier water, where predators can’t see much at all, 
One Knockers and Super Spooks usually entice more attacks. As a 
bonus, clicking topwaters allow one to maintain contact with a lure 

Small topwaters like Spook Juniors work well in 
hot water, both in the daytime, and at night.

Fishing through the gloaming and into the hours of night can 
help anglers beat both the heat the the crowds of summer.
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When things go south on the water, it can 
happen in a fl ash so make sure you have towing 
from TowBoatUS. It’s the biggest and best 
towing service around, with 600+ boats on 
the water, the red boats are on your waterways 
and ready to help at a moments notice.

Getting You Back Safely is Our #1 Goal –
GET UNLIMITED TOWING TODAY!

BoatUS.com/Towing 
800-395-2628 

Details of services provided can be found online at BoatUS.com/Agree. TowBoatU.S. is not a rescue service.
In an emergency situation, you must contact the Coast Guard or a government agency immediately.



and presentation and stay focused during each cast and retrieve, 
especially on calmer, quieter nights.

Certainly, many people think fishing under a bright, full moon makes 
more sense than fishing on nights when everything looks like India 
ink, and in places where turbidity reduces the ability of fish to see, such 
an opinion makes perfect sense. At the least, bright moonlight makes 
fishing at night easier for people, because they can better see what 
they’re doing.  Picking backlashes in the dark, even with the use of a 
cap light, proves tedious at best.

Anglers with ample experience and relatively high levels of casting 
and other skills benefit most from wading at night, for all these 
reasons. Some will choose to wade familiar spots like reefs, sand bars, 
shorelines and coves in the bays; others can venture into the surf, 
when gentle winds render such an idea worthwhile. At the ocean’s 
edge, prudent anglers wear flotation devices and stay in shallow water.  

Folks who don’t like to wade, or who have legitimate fears related to 
doing so in the dark can do other kinds of fishing at night, in attempt 
to beat the heat and the crowds. One of these ways involves boating 
to a jetty and deploying some type of light over the gunwale to attract 
fish. Before I became fanatically committed to fishing exclusively with 
lures, I enjoyed taking a boat to the jetties and using a light to attract 
bait, then netting the bait and using it to catch trout. At times, this 
method becomes richly productive, generally when soft winds and 
small waves sloshing around the granite boulders facilitate excellent 
water clarity. In such a situation, a light dangled over the gunwale 
penetrates deep into the brine, attracting glass minnows, ballyhoo 
and other creatures into the orb.

On some occasions, the entire ball of glowing green teems with a 
variety of creatures, most of which can be used to catch trout when 
dropped straight down under the light. On other nights, catching a 
minnow or ballyhoo can prove harder than catching a trout on it once 
the bait is caught. I remember having fun many times with buddies, as 
we posted up on the gunwale, nets in hand, trying to box the other guy 
out as a hapless minnow approached.

We impaled our live baits on light circle hooks tied to monofilament 
leaders about 20 inches long, attached to our main lines with swivels, 
above which we ran slip sinkers, varying the size of the weights to 
account for the amount of current swirling around the rocks.  More 
current dictates the use of heavier weights, but lighter sinkers allow the 
bait to move around a bit more in weaker currents. In most cases, the 
trout become easy to catch right under the boat not long after the ball of 
light fills up with species upon which they prey.

Anyone attempting to fish this way needs to remain cognizant of 
several dangers inherent to such a plan. Wise captains use special 
anchors to keep their boats in place adjacent to jetties. Those anchors 
have spikes which can bend enough to release their grip under pressure 
from a working motor. Deploying anchors meant to hold boats in place 
over a sandy bottom makes no sense at a jetty. Nor does deploying an 
anchor on the upwind side of the rocks, so the stern of the boat points at 
the unforgiving wall of granite.

The risks associated with anchoring upwind of a jetty cannot be 
understated; no responsible captain would do so. Similarly, no cautious 
captain would use the cranking battery to power the lights used to 
attract fish to the boat. All lights should be attached to deep cycle 
batteries, not to the cranking battery.

Of course, anglers can walk the jetties and fish at night. On some 
occasions, trout and redfish blow up aggressively on floating plugs like 

She Dogs and Skitter Walks rattling close to the rocks under inky skies. 
Certainly, hopping over crevices between granite boulders in the dark 
creates significant risks. Folks without extensive experience fishing a jetty 
during daylight hours should not attempt to fish it at night.

This statement applies to all kinds of night fishing, in the end. People 
who hope to stay out of the crowds and avoid the searing heat of 
summer can put more fun in the fishing by heading out at dusk or 
later and fishing into the wee hours. Doing so on relatively calm nights 
with savvy partners and carefully considered plans can lead thoughtful 
anglers to the coolest kinds of outcomes. 
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a long-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Top Nighttime Lures

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Sheldon Arey used a small light clipped onto the brim of his 
baseball cap to make fishing in the dark much easier.
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Elevated water temperatures 
during summer calls for 
greater care when reviving 
and releasing fish.



W
hat a difference a few weeks make. This time last month we were 
wondering if the wind would ever quit blowing and now we 
just need a gust every now and again to make life tolerable. The 
summer heat is upon us and lots of different fishing methods 
will soon be in play. Many local anglers will seek the cover of night 
to beat the heat while still others will enjoy a casual wade along a 

shoreline. One thing that’s for sure is that we should start seeing some unexpected guests like 
sharks and jellyfish, so be careful if you get in the water.

The month of April and the first part of May were downright tough for us on Sabine and 
Calcasieu, the winds that were so noticeably absent earlier in the year acted like a bad 
houseguest who came for a visit and decided to stay a while. Besides cursing the wind, 
we also got a dose of rain and run off from both the Sabine and Neches rivers at very 
inopportune times. The visibility and clarity went from the penthouse to the outhouse in 
the span of a few days and it has taken some time to recover from that blow. Hopefully the 
much more consistent weather patterns of summer will soon usher in some of the best 
fishing of the year. We look forward to the calm mornings and the ability to fish much more 
water in a variety of ways.

The open lake has become more accessible and much more angler-friendly as the windsocks 
and flags have begun to hang limp. The big schools of shad that inhabit the fertile waters of 
Sabine will be much easier to spot when the waves aren’t breaking over your bow and the 
water doesn’t look like a stale Yoo-Hoo. Being able to cover more ground is the key and those 
who venture a little farther into the wide open spaces of the lake will be rewarded with some 
outstanding fishing and much lighter angler pressure. I’m not real sure about the phenomenon 
or the “magnetic” pull that the shoreline has but for some reason most anglers rarely ever get 
any farther off the bank than maybe a half mile. There is a big part of Sabine that sees very little 
pressure, it’s like it doesn’t even exist. 

I have made the analogy for years in seminars that when we were kids all we could 
think about was being able to cast as far away from the bank as possible because we knew 
all the fish were out there. Years later we grow up and buy a fancy high-dollar boat and what 
do we do, we go back and cast to the same bank where we stood when we were kids. I can’t 
figure it out. Now don’t get me wrong, there are all kinds of patterns and methods to catch 
fish, and they can be caught in a variety of places and depths. All I’m saying is to be open to a 
different approach because you never know what you are missing.

STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE

Gaining Summer

MOMENTUM
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 Speaking of missing out on the open-water pattern, the summer 
months are tailormade for exploring the vast expanses of unpressured 
water in the wide-open middle of the lake. Open-water fishing 
requires a certain mindset that many anglers struggle to acquire. So 
many anglers, like myself, grew up becoming “target-oriented anglers”, 
meaning that we basically needed something to throw at. The thought 
of not having any visible structure such as shoreline, grass potholes, or 
exposed shell to cast towards is a truly foreign concept for most and 
forces you to learn to read the water, visualize underwater structure, 
and use your electronics more. Saltwater anglers who master those 
concepts will enjoy many days on the water away from the crowds 
because the vast majority of anglers will not be comfortable enough 
to stick with that pattern. A few “spectators” may come by to check 
out what you are doing but few will have the skill or patience to stick 
with that game plan. Acquiring the confidence to get away from the 
obvious will pay big dividends as the summer gets closer and the 
crowds get bigger. Give it a shot; you can thank me later.

Now as we begin to switch gears from the spring to the summer 
months, a few new patterns will emerge that will help you catch more 
fish. The previously mentioned open-water program will work for 
both artificial and live-bait anglers as well. On Sabine we are big fans 
of drifting 4- or 5-inch soft plastics rigged under your favorite rattling 
cork around the huge schools of shad or pogies that will become so 
prevalent during this time of year. It’s always a good idea to investigate 
these big schools of baitfish because more often than not they are 
being shadowed by speckled trout, sand trout, or redfish. 

Perhaps the only problem with fishing near these schools of baitfish 

is dealing with the occasional gafftop or hardhead catfish that will 
inevitably show up when there is a free meal to be found. If you 
choose to drift live bait in the same areas, you can expect a few more 
interruptions from the catfish but you can also expect a few more 
bites from the more desirable species as well. Live shad rigged on a 
fluorocarbon leader 2-3 feet below a popping cork so they can swim 
freely is a deadly combination during this time. Some of the biggest 
fish I have ever personally put in the boat fell for this method and it 
continues to produce to this day. A couple of recommendations for 
this set up would be using a Kahle hook because they make releasing 
fish in good shape so much easier than the various types of J-hooks. 
Also making things easier is using a spinning rod and reel to cast the 
awkwardly long leader and cork. Compared to using a baitcaster, the 
spinning set up will make things a lot more efficient and enjoyable.

Other solid patterns that will take shape this month will be the 
pre-dawn topwater bite down on the jetties. If you want a heart-
stopping program, I highly recommend chunking your favorite 
surface plug along the granite rocks as that green water floods 
through full of bait. I don’t know what it is about trout at the jetties, 
but they seem like a completely different species of fish with the 
way they fight, it always amazes me how aggressive they can be 
compared to their next of kin in the bays. A pre-dawn tide change 
accompanied by a good moon phase and maybe some light wind is 
the type of recipe that fishing dreams are made of this time of year. 
If you get the chance to take advantage of this program do not miss 
out, it’s worth the price of admission.

Obviously, there will be other ways to catch fish this month and we 

Backwater redfish action 
in June is hard to beat.

A variety of lure types will trick backwater redfish 
but surface plugs are by far the most exciting.

Redfish weighing up to fourteen pounds are not 
uncommon when working schools of bait in open-water.
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haven’t even scratched the surface of possibilities, but that’s what makes this 
time of year so special. Having so many quality options is a blessing that we 
have been looking forward to for weeks, especially as the winds of late spring 
forced us all into certain protected areas while keeping us from being able to 
use all the lake or bays. It’s time to take full advantage of the situation and not 
look back for a minute because just as quickly as it got here it will be gone again. 
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Don’t Give Up on the Midday Bite

Fresh slicks can be a sure sign of feeding activity.Sizing you lures to match the primary forage is always a key to success.

roysbaitandtackle.comBLACKMOON  BACKPACKS

DOMINATE THE INSHORE REALM
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Classic shot of the 18-mile light in the 
late 1980s, easily reached without even 

a compass. That distant line of clouds 
marks the beach during summer. 



A 
recent visit to Sabine Pass brought back a host of memories of fishing the “18 
mile light” (house) that, for almost a century, sat 15 miles off Sabine Pass, far 
enough offshore to attract a variety of fish. Some 72 feet high, it was almost 
within sight of the local jetties, and a must-stop back then before so many 
production platforms stood off the coast. 

Built in 1904 and lit two years later, the ling that gathered there must 
have turned the water brown in early summer. In our youthful days we encountered big brown 
patches of ling, easily 50 fish on the surface, all weighing from 30 to 50 pounds, less than 
three miles from the Light. So many, it didn’t matter if you lost one; they were greedy. They 
busted up our tackle and sometimes our boat’s interior. After an exhausting battle, when finally 
brought alongside, we beat on them with a Louisville Slugger bat like the rookies we were. In 
the following years, we learned that, when close to the boat, a head-shot with a .22 rifle would 
keep them nice and quiet in the fish box. 

We also caught nice trout out there, because there was (and perhaps still is) an offshore tribe 
of these fish that hangs around offshore structure, up against the Light and also inside nearby 
platforms. Sometimes those trout were hungry enough to eat cut bluefish chunks on circle hooks, 
but that was rare. Mostly they preferred a white, one-ounce hair jig, what we call today a striper 
jig. Or we used our standard ¾-ounce gold spoons. If you could climb a rig and doodle-sock a jig 
near bottom, that was the surest ticket to sticking a three-pound offshore trout. Sometimes it was 
calm enough to tie our small boats inside the platforms, which made it easier. Fishing in the shade 
with trout beneath the boat. A local friend, Bud Reynolds, had a 14-foot stick-steering bassboat 
like my own, and we’d run both boats together out there all day, often returning at dusk. Home 
wasn’t far, traffic was nil by today’s standards, and next day we’d do it again. 

One summer day we were anchored against the Light itself, gently bumping against it, though 
the Gulf was glassy calm, and had two solid hours of action with sizeable trout.  We used home-
tied feather jigs, after coloring the white feathers from an unlucky cattle egret with pink Rit 
dye. We cranked up one trout that was so big, we considered gaffing it, since we never carried 
a landing net. Our dilemma was solved when the ponderous trout shook off the jig at boatside, 
and swam back down in dark, clear olive-green water, always our favorite. If the Light carried 
that kind of water, action was imminent. 

Those trout are likely still out there today, though perhaps not at the Light, which now 
sits in a kid’s park in Sabine Pass. Which is…a little bogus and sad for anglers who knew the 
Light well during its heyday offshore, hosting an acre of big ladyfish, bluefish, trout, ling, and 
ravenous Spanish mackerel. Out there, a gold spoon without a leader might not survive the 
first cast and retrieve. We always used red Ambassador reels filled with hard, 20-pound Ande 
line, and fought fish until we’d just had enough. Even the ladyfish were tough out there; at one 
point I suggested that my brother not pull so hard on those fish while they were jumping. Sure 
enough, his jig flew back in the boat, hitting him in the mouth. 

STORY BY JOE RICHARD

The
18-Mile Light
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I always wanted to spend the night out there, 
but figured it for a lonely, dark spot without benefit 
of steady overhead lighting. We could have fished 
until midnight and run back to Sabine but never 
did, preferring to stay put after dark so we wouldn’t 
run over some floating object. I did talk to one guy 
from Bridge City who spent the night at the Light, 
fishing for sharks, using whole bluefish for bait. 
Somehow he caught a tarpon that weighed 120 
pounds. I took pictures of his prize on the tailgate 
of his pickup truck in Bridge City. 

A Port Arthur doctor told me they fished the 
Light at night in the 1960s, and caught trout up to 
12 pounds. That sounds huge today, but during 
that decade, trout of that size were not uncommon 
in Baffin Bay. Today they are scarce as hen’s teeth.  
Back then they threw SeaHawk plugs, which are 
today’s Gotcha lures. Each is a stick plug with 
built-in lead that sinks very fast. Casting in 20 or 30 
foot depths, you don’t want to waste time waiting 
for a lure to go deep where the fish are. The 
shallowest bottom at the Light was 18 feet deep, 
with occasional bottom snags that looked like old 
girders. Shallow enough to snorkel down and see a 
few snapper, on a calm day. 

Located at 29.28 North and 93.43 West, the 
Light was built on the very peak of the Sabine 
Bank, flashing away in case a ship even today 
wanders out of the deeper Sabine channel, which 
is carved through the bank only two miles east. 
West of there over the horizon, the next shallow 
area off the Texas coast is the similar Heald Bank 
off Galveston. 

Taken down in 2002 and replaced with a 
modern, slim beacon, the structure still attracts 
fish on occasion; it has the same broad base below 
water that really makes a break in the current, 
but is far less interesting, visually. Water quality 

Twice, we ran out far enough to fish the Light or see it nearby, in rather inadequate boats by today’s 
standards. On this day Houston artist Sam Caldwell got a summer’s worth of adventures in a single day. 

This trout was caught in 30 feet 
of water offshore, using a hair jig. 

These simple Gotcha lures are modeled after 
the old Seahawk plugs that caught countless 
fish offshore of Sabine, both day and night. 

Mackerel caught only feet away from the rusty Light, years ago. 
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Do you love offshore fishing? Are you 
interested in the health of our Gulf of 
Mexico fisheries? Return ‘Em Right is 
your chance to join a community of like-
minded anglers, using and encouraging 
others to use best release practices 
to protect the future of fishing. Learn 
to improve survival of released reef 
fish through our 15-minute training 
and receive $100 worth of reef fish 
release gear for FREE.

Learn more at 
ReturnEmRight.org. 

GET 
FREE 
GEAR.

BE A 
RESPONSIBLE 
ANGLER.
HELP REEF FISH  
SURVIVE RELEASE.
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is what seems to matter most; stop by and if the water is lame (brown), keep 
going. If there is no current, keep going. The best currents should be around the 
new moon and full moon weeks, but there is no way to predict water clarity. If 
conditions look good, drift and make a few casts, letting those jigs and spoons 
settle deep before retrieving. On the surface, watch for ling or feeding mackerel. 

In more recent years, late summers have found black water off Sabine, known 
as the “dead zone,” caused by low-oxygen fresh water from the Mississippi 
River that flows west along the beach, reaching Sabine Pass before receding 
each autumn. Compliments of every state on that river’s huge watershed. The 
problem is excess nutrient water pollution that eats up the oxygen until there 
is little or none left. You won’t find many fish in those conditions. August now 
seems to be the worst month for water quality in that area off Sabine. If offshore 
water there is blackish with occasional water hyacinth, move on to greener 
water either inshore or offshore. 

CO
N

TA
C

T Joe Richard has fished the Gulf since 1967, starting out of Port Ar-
thur, but his adventures have taken him up and down the entire coast. 

He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD
Trout caught 
offshore only 
30 minutes 

from the Light. 
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Barotrauma: What makes Fish Float

Many anglers have experienced the unpleasant sight of a big snapper or 
grouper floating off after release. We have all seen it before, turned our 
heads and attempted to ignore it, but deep down it stings. No matter 
what your thoughts are towards fisheries management, regulations or 
conservation, reef fish floating off after release is a tough pill to swallow.

What makes reef fish float off after release? Most offshore bottom 
fish experience a phenomenon called barotrauma, which quite literally 
means pressure (baro) - injury (trauma). As fish are reeled up from 
deep water (typically 50-60’ or greater), the gas inside their body cavity 
expands, displacing organs and leaving them bloated and unable to 
return to depth on their own. Fishermen often notice the effects of 
barotrauma when they see the stomach of a fish protruding from its 
mouth or feel the fish’s stomach and it is firm or bloated. 

Put ‘em on ice or use a Device

For many years anglers have primarily 
mitigated barotrauma using venting 
techniques. Venting involves using 
a hollow hypodermic needle or tool 
to release the excess gas in the body 
cavity of the fish. Although effective 
when done properly, venting requires 
knowledge of the anatomy of a fish, 
precision with the use of the tool, 
and can cause further harm if not 
performed correctly. 

More recently, the use of descending 
devices has taken off as one of the 
most effective and easiest methods 
to mitigate barotrauma. Descending 
devices are weighted devices that carry 
fish back down and release the fish 
at depth, allowing them to naturally 
recompress upon descent. Descending 
is proven to be extremely effective at 
increasing long-term survival of fish 
suffering from barotrauma.

Despite their existence for years, 
the phrase “descending device” is still 
relatively uncommon to the majority 
of anglers across the Gulf. As the 

to Tackle Barotrauma in Reef Fish
Return ‘Em Right

Red snapper prepared 
for release using the 
SeaQualizer device.

Red snapper suffering from barotrauma with 
its stomach protruding from its mouth.

Red snapper being released with a 
SeaQualizer descending device. The device 
has an incorporated pressure-sensor that 

releases the fish based on a set depth. 
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popularity of their use continues to grow, so does the need to remind 
anglers how to properly use the devices and maximize the chances a 
fish survives to grow, spawn and fight again.

DescenDing Devices: What’s the hyPe?
One of the great things about descending devices is that there are 
several options available commercially, and you can even make them 
yourself at home. Descending devices are typically grouped into three 
categories which includes lip grip devices, inverted hooks, and fish 
elevators (or weighted crates/baskets). All of them work similarly where 
a device is used in combination with a weight to lower fish back down 
to depth, and during the process, the fish recompress naturally. 

transition From venting to DescenDing

Admittedly, the first time I used descending devices five years ago, I 
had no idea what I was doing with the gear we brought on board. Even 
when the first out-of-season red snapper hit the deck, I was equally 
unprepared and spent too much time fooling around with the devices, 
fiddling with the fish, and hurting the fish’s chance of survival while 
wasting my own fishing time. After years of experience using different 
styles of devices on different sizes of fish, I’ve become comfortable and 
confident in a system that makes releasing fish a positive part of my 
fishing trip. As my confidence grew in using descending gear, so did my 
preference for using these devices over venting tools. I am hoping this 
article helps improve anglers’ first experiences using descending gear 
and inspires confidence in use of the devices. 

Using a loop knot to attach a heavy weight to a descending device.

Rigging a descending device and 3-pound weight to 
a rod and reel before dropping the first bait down. 

Releasing a mutton snapper with 
a descending device set up in the 
30-degree rod holder on the boat. 

Three depth settings on a standard 
SeaQualizer. Set the release depth to 

at least half of the capture depth. 
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tiPs anD tricks to make DescenDing a Positive Part oF your 
Fishing exPerience

Having the right system in place on your boat for descending will 
make a world of difference in your confidence and success in using the 
gear. Being prepared to release fish before they hit the deck is not only 
important for the fish, but for the angler too. The more prepared you 
are to help release fish you can’t keep, the more time you can spend 
fishing and the better the fish’s chance of surviving release are.  

Make descending fish an easy, efficient and effective part of your 
fishing experience by following the tips and tricks below that have 
helped me along the way: 

1) Rig your descending gear before you make your first drop:
Descending devices typically require a rod/reel designated for 
descending. I prefer to use a two-speed reel with a heavy rod to make 
reeling up the weight much more efficient. If you have a spare electric 
reel setup and ready to go, consider using this to descend fish if you 
aren’t fishing with it. Lastly, some anglers will use an old broken rod or 
a kite rod as their designated descending rod if they prefer a smaller, 
more compact set up. 

When using a SeaQualizer descending device that releases based on 
pressure, set your depth accordingly based on your fishing depth. It is 

recommended to release them to at least half the capture depth, but I 
like to get them as close to the bottom as possible. For example, if you 
are in 120’ of depth, set the release depth to 100’ before you start fishing.

Every descending device requires a heavy weight to bring the fish 
back to depth. Consider rigging the weight on your device with a loop 
knot or a swivel to make adding/removing weight quick and easy. This 
also allows you to quickly remove the weight while running between 
spots, so the lead isn’t bouncing around causing damage to the boat. I 
like to start with a 3-pound weight, as this will get most fish up to 15+ 
pounds down to the bottom without a problem. 

2) Position your descending setup for efficient use:
I like to use a bent butt rod and place it in the 30–90-degree rod 
holder so the descending gear hangs over the water and is within 
reach and ready to drop when needed. By using a bent-butt rod, you 
can let the boat do the work while retrieving the weight from depth 
instead of fighting the rod and weight back up. This setup allows a 
single angler to quickly transition a fish that cannot be kept to the 
device and lower it down on their own without needing the help of a 
mate or an additional angler.

3) Properly attach your descending device to the fish:
Always attach your SeaQualizer or other lip grip device to the bottom 

SeaQualizer descending 
device attached to the 

lower jaw of a red snapper. 

Fish Saver descending 
device pierced through the 
soft tissue under the lower 

jaw of a red snapper. 

SeaYaLater inverted hook descending 
device attached through the same hole 
the circle hook made in a red snapper. 

Return ‘Em Right package of gear featuring 
a SeaQualizer pre-rigged to a 3-pound 

weight. A second inverted hook descending 
device is included in the package. 
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jaw of the fish. Most reef fish you will catch will have a slightly thicker 
bottom jaw that will lead to a more secure grip on the fish. Just like 
a Boga Grip, you should be able to hold the fish up with the device 
when attached properly. 

When using an inverted hook style device, use either the same hole 
the hook made in the fish’s mouth or gently pierce the device through 
the soft tissue under the lower jaw. Both of these places will provide 
the least harm possible to the fish and securely fasten the device. 

4) Don’t get discouraged:
Just like with any new fishing gear, learning how to use it properly 
and finding out what works best on your boat takes a little bit of 
time. The first-time descending doesn’t always go smoothly, but after 
a couple of trips descending will be a positive part of your fishing 
experience and you will spend more time catching and less time 
struggling to release a floater. 

return ‘em right: helP reeF Fish survive release, get Free gear!
Return ‘Em Right is a new program that is the leading voice for tackling 
catch and release mortality due to barotrauma in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Their mission is to improve reef fish survival by equipping anglers 
with the knowledge and gear to release reef fish confidently and 
successfully. Offshore anglers can visit returnemright.org to learn 
about barotrauma and participate in a short 15-minute training 
on best release practices, including venting and descending. Upon 
completion, eligible anglers will receive a package of release gear for 
free which includes a SeaQualizer pre-rigged to a 3-pound weight and 

an inverted hook descending device (~$100 value). 

Bio-sketch:
Nick Haddad is the Sustainable Fisheries Communications Manager, 
Florida Sea Grant & Return ‘Em Right. He holds a BS in Marine Biology 
from the University of Tampa, MS in Renewable Natural Resources 
concentrated in Fisheries and Aquaculture Management from Louisiana 
State University. Nick is an avid fisherman with 24 years of experience 
ranging from fly fishing in small streams in Pennsylvania to bottom 
fishing in the middle of the Gulf of Mexico and everything in between.

YOUR RODS. YOUR WAY.
Elevate your fishing game with custom built rods.

MUDHOLE.COM
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WINDWARD SHORELINE
TACTICS & TECHNIQUES

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

This month we will discuss learning to predict and 
execute the proper wading approach to windward 
shorelines. First, windward means the wind is blowing 
toward the shoreline, but before we get started I 
recommend some prior scouting to gain knowledge of 
bottom stability and location of fish-attracting structure 
in the area. With the nearly-constant high winds we 
have been experiencing one would think the windward 
pattern have probably been lights out, but it’s been 
up and down for me. Mainly because the winds have 
been 20 to 25 mph many days and nights and the water 
conditions have reached a point where catching was 
minimal and the fun factor zero. That said, wind velocity 
will be the first thing I talk about. 

During spring I look for higher tides to push bait 
tight to the shoreline. Quite often during periods of 
higher-than-normal tides the water along shorelines 
will be clear when the winds are less than 15 mph. With 
20 mph wind some sanding will begin to occur, which 

adds color to the water, but still allows anglers to see 
the bottom structure that will be attracting and holding 
both bait and gamefish. 

Remember that most shorelines have shallow sandbars 
that typically run parallel to the land mass. Wave action 
creates these bars and they protect bottom and shoreline 
vegetation from erosion. I call this “back water” and it’s 
home to many of the best trout that we have in my area. 
During calm periods the larger trout that make these 
areas home can be hard to catch but as soon as the tides 
rise and the water becomes a bit sandy many of these 
fish will drop their guard for a short period each day. I am 
of the belief that the larger trout eat big once a day and 
then put feeding in neutral until the next meal is needed. 

Trout are opportunistic and will take a perfectly 
presented offering even after a big meal, so catching 
one is always a possibility. How ho-hum would our days 
be if we believed any other way? In the shallow, sandy 
water, strike zones are reduced so our odds get better. 
In downright dirty water, they get even better as fish 
become more dependent on lateral line detection versus 
sight. When the trout and reds are in this mode bites 
are usually hard strikes and easy for anglers to detect. 
I have seen days the past week where we found fish 
that knocked the rod out of our hands, and then days 
where the bite was so light that many were having issues 
knowing there was a fish on the other end. Never is it 
more critical that anglers have the very best rod they can 
afford in their hands when the bite is light or tentative. 

Just today we had a lull in the winds around the noon 
hour and a moonset minor starting around 1:45. With this 
in mind I eased into an area that I had not been fishing 
due to the high winds. The area was windward with light 
ESE wind, and a shallow sandbar that ran parallel to the 
shoreline. Behind the bar stretching toward the shoreline 
was an area about 100 yards wide. Bottom structure was 
mostly scattered grassbeds and potholes in the deeper 
portions of the swag. I use the term swag to describe the 
deeper sections between the last bar and the shoreline. I 
know it’s not a word but it should be. 

Small mullet and even small shrimp could be seen 
flipping just above the surface. You have to ease in and 
make long casts; we don’t want to get too close. With 
lateral line feeding mode engaged, I believe the fish 
become more keenly aware of our presence. You have 
to be patient and allow the movement of the fish in the 
swag to help you get your bait in front of them. Bites 
mean STOP. And IF you need to move, move parallel not 
forward. Young anglers have to resist being pushed by 

Vintage photo…Starting 
them out young!
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Get involved.  
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the wind at their backs or being pulled by a fish 
on the line. A few steps forward from either will 
eventually place the angler on top of the fish they’re 
trying to catch. I get pretty aggressive when I have 
worked all day to put you on fish and then you get 
excited and go deaf on me. 

My guys yesterday were terrific. I had never 
fished with them but they were quick studies 
and followed my every move and suggestion. We 
caught 15 trout up to nearly 26 inches in short 
order, as well as a few upper slot reds after a day 
when few trout had been encountered earlier. I 
explained that the water had been super dirty 
in this area for several days and the waves too 
large to safely park the boat on the Power Poles. 
With diminishing winds and gradual clearing the 
fish that had staged in the area were able to feed 
aggressively during the moonset feeding period. 

I prefer the bottom structures to be scattered 
grassbeds, sandy potholes, or scattered shell. 
Shoreline points that possess any of the above 
are dynamite areas for flounder to stack up when 
winds are forcing small bait against the shoreline. 
About a week back we caught five off one small 
point that had a small area of scattered shell. Wind 
was pushing water over and around the point 
that protruded into the water and the flatfish 

Dr. Greg Stunt enjoying 
a windward spoil bite.
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were stacked up all around it. I think that we have to truly 
consider working these areas during our major and minor 
feeding periods. I am of the mindset that if I tromp through 
the right stuff at the wrong time the area won’t be right 
when the time is right. 

Many years ago I got a really good lesson from David 
Rowsey. Everyone knows where this guy ranks on my skill 
level meter so I won’t embarrass him or myself with all the 
accolades he deserves. He pointed out an area of potholes 
along a windward bank. “See those three deeper potholes? 
Don’t walk close to them and certainly never through them.” 
He was stressing the fact that larger trout often stage in such 
areas during feeding periods. By staying well off the perimeter 
and not pushing through them, the fish will remain and other 
fish will enter. “If anglers stay off the area where the fish want 
to setup and feed and never enter the zone, we can return to 
the area at a later time and see success once again.” 

I watched David coach Ryan on this very strategy a few 
weeks back during a Saltwater Legends tournament we fished 
with him. We didn’t win but did make the top ten. What an 
honor for me to get to wade next to David and Ryan. Jay Ray 
and I have fished with David as well, so now both my boys 
have had the Rowsey experience. He’s a stud no doubt. I never 
forgot that lesson on disturbing potholes and have used it 
more times than I can remember. 

Please make a conscious effort to avoid burning the swag 
just to see if fish are using the area. Yes, it tells you instantly 
that fish are there, might even give you confidence. More 
importantly though, it also spooks them. Merely seeing them 
does not provide the chance to experience catching them. If 
you don’t get what I’m saying you have work to do. 

I am by no means a hater of shallow draft, top-drive boats 
or burning. I own a boat that is designed to run shallow 
and allows me to see fish and I do occasionally run and look. Saying 
that, I also see these tactics as a detriment to truly learning basic 
patterning skills. I like pulling up to an area and calling my shot 
based on what I am seeing and what I have learned over the years. 
It’s cocky and confident, but I want to be the man that calls the shot 
before the shot is taken.   

I use Jay Ray as an example often when this topic comes up on my 
boat. I tell guys that Jay Ray learned to fish by walking into an area 
and searching for signs and then working to get the bites that confirm 
that his suspicions were valid. It’s true that Jay Ray and Ryan had some 
coaching in this category because that is the way I learned. Walking 
the area prior to knowing if fish are present provides much more 
useful knowledge than simply catching a glimpse of fleeing fish.  

Jay Ray learned about water depth and small water depth 
changes, bottom contour, tidal movements and the way wind affects 
the area, none of which can be learned ten feet in the air. He built his 

fishing foundation with his feet, eyes, nose, and rod. The top-drive 
helps him eliminate water for sure but his mental picture of what he 
knows looks right cannot begin to be measured. I like the fact that 
many of the younger generation of fishermen realize the importance 
of learning why fish are where they are and what it is that attracted 
them. The next level of knowledge is understanding what is missing 
when they are not there. 

Windward patterns will continue to be productive throughout 
the year but with springtime tides bringing more bait into our bays 
from the gulf, the next 30 days could be just the ticket for you to 
catch the trout of a lifetime.

May your fishing always be catching!  -Guide, Jay Watkins

Tips on Fishing Shoreline Swags (Guts)

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com

A nice fatty taken 
during a moonset 

minor feeding period.
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“What did you use for bait?” “How long have you been 
on the water?” and “Were you fishing for a particular 
type of fish today?” may be familiar questions to you and 
the other estimated 2.2 million people who fish in Texas 
waters annually. Since 1974, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department has been conducting angler interviews 
at boat ramps to monitor and study trends in fishing 
activity. If you have participated in an interview then you 
know the questions are not arbitrarily asked – rather, 
each is chosen with much care to collect the specific 
data desired. Through the participation of recreational 
anglers, these surveys provide TPWD with long-term 
monitoring data for some of Texas’ most targeted 
sportfish species. A notable example is the “Texas Slam”, 
an infamous combination of Spotted Seatrout, Red 
Drum, and Southern Flounder. Although these surveys 
are conducted coast wide, data in this article focuses 
specifically on trends in fishing pressure on “Slam” species 
in Galveston Bay from 2000-2021.

 But what information is obtained by TPWD during 
these angler surveys? During an interview, questions 
like “How long have you been on the water?” and “How 
many people were fishing?” are used to calculate the 
total amount of angler hours spent fishing. These angler 
hours help estimate the overall fishing pressure in areas 
of the bay where fish are being caught. For example, if 
3 anglers took a skiff out for 6 hours in East Bay, those 
anglers contributed 18 hours of fishing pressure on fish 
populations in that area. Later in the interview, TPWD 
personnel ask, “Were you fishing for a particular type of 

fish today?” This inquiry helps reduce information down 
to specific species and allows the agency to estimate 
which species are facing the most pressure at any given 
time. The findings can be put together to see how much 
time anglers are spending targeting certain species, and 
even which species in what distinct area. Lastly, if anglers 
retain any fish, TPWD personnel will count and measure 
up to 6 of each species. These measurements and counts 
are used for long-term population studies to observe 
species’ trends such as age structure and inclining 
or declining populations. Counts can also be used to 
calculate more standardized or comparable catch rates 
called CPUE (Catch Per Unit Effort), which is expressed as 
number of fish per angler hour.

The Slam species are targeted more than any other 
inshore recreational fish in Texas waters. From 2000-
2021, 33,437 trips targeting all three species of the Slam 
were interviewed in Galveston Bay. Of these, 582 trips 
had successfully completed the Slam, totaling 5,102 
fish. Spotted Seatrout were the numerically largest 
component, followed by Red Drum, and then Southern 
Flounder, suggesting that flounder tend to be the 
limiting factor in anglers achieving the slam. Figure 1 
shows the frequency at which Slams are completed per 
month in the examined 21-year window. The winter 
months show a lower rate due to tougher, winter weather 
conditions and resulting in less anglers spending time 
on the water. Slam frequency starts to ramp up when 
weather becomes fairer, and families have more time 
for fishing activities into the summer months. However, 

B y  J a r e d  C u l l i s o n  |  G a l v e s t o n  B a y  F i s h e r i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  T e a m

F I E L D  N O T E S

THE SLAMMIN’ SPECIES OF 
GALVESTON BAY

Figure 1. Percentage of private 
fishing trips that returned with a 
completed Slam from 2000-2021.
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the highest Slam frequency comes in October with 140 total Slams 
landed, which accounts for 24.05% of all Slam trips interviewed. 
Because southern flounder seem to be the “limiting factor” fish for 
the Slam trio, it makes sense that most Slams would occur when 
flounder fishing effort is highest. The October peak is most likely 
correlated with targeted flounder fishing that occurs during the fish’s 
spawning migration or “run”, just before the annual fishery closure in 
November/December.

How often do anglers complete this crown jewel of fishing? Not 
as often as some might think. On average, only 1.57% of private 
recreational trips successfully land and retain all three Slam species. 
Figure 2 shows the annual rate at which fishing trips return with a 
completed Slam. Over the twenty-one-year span, it comes as no 
surprise that the percentage of Slam trips fluctuates short term 
(weather, luck, a global pandemic), and that the overall percentage 
remains consistent over the long term. As the total number of fishing 
trips increases or decreases, so does the number of Slam trips – 
therefore maintaining a similar percentage since 2020. This makes 
sense, because the less time an angler spends on the water, the less 
opportunity they have to land all three species (and vice versa). 

     Regardless of fishing effort and successful Slam victors, 
population dynamics for all coastal species are continuously 
affected by multiple outside factors (e.g., weather events, water 
quality, predator-prey interaction, regulations, fishing pressure). 
Understanding their relationship to one another is achieved in part 
by collecting data from our dedicated stakeholders during our creel 
surveys. Without the angler survey program TPWD would not be able 
to observe these trends and effectively conserve our key sportfish 
species within Texas bays. The ability to interact with our stakeholders 
on a regular basis and work towards a common long-term goal of 
conserving Texas’ fisheries is bene-fish-al for all.

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your 
local TPWD Law Enforcement office, or 

tpwd.texas.gov for more info.

Figure 2. Monthly summary of 
completed Slam trips from 2000-2021.

Jared Cullison conducting an 
angler interview at a boat ramp.
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Many years ago I can recall my brother and I pestering 
our dad to take us fishing. Summer had just begun and 
with both of us out of school, fishing was all we ever 
wanted to do. So we planned a day with the whole 
family, loaded up and headed to Sabine Lake. After 
hitting a few spots with little luck, we decided to anchor 
in the ship channel near an old sign; not sure why but 
that sign always held enough croaker and drum to 
keep us entertained. After being there for a while, I 
don’t remember who but someone pointed and asked, 
“what’s that?” We all turned and Dad was the first to 
click that it was the top of a fish tail and it was heading 
our way. He quickly grabbed the first rod he could get 
his hands on, cut off the dead shrimp rig, fumbled 
through the tackle box and grabbed the first lure he 
could find. He turned made a cast and, before we knew 
it, his reel was screaming. We knew he hung something 
big and we cheered him on. 

After a solid 20 minutes, he got the fish alongside 
with all of us hanging over the gunnels questioning 
what it was. “I bet that’s a Jack Crevalle” my Dad said and, 
knowing it wasn’t much for table fare, he grabbed the 
pliers, retrieved his lure and sent the mysterious fish back 
to the water. That was my first encounter with a jackfish. 

My second encounter came when I was just sixteen 

and my buddies and I loaded up to fish the surf at 
daylight. There was a calm north breeze and we knew 
the remnants of the Dirty Pelican pier on Bolivar is 
where we needed to be. As the sun came up we started 
putting a few trout on our stringer and fishing was 
steady. A little later on we noticed that the water looked 
as if it was boiling a short distance down the beach. We 
quickly recognized it was a huge school of fish and we 
took off toward it. After running down the sand about 
100 yards, I came to the group of fish and made a cast. 
Before I could even catch my breath, I realized that the 
freight train of a fish I just hung into was about to spool 
my reel. Sure enough, she took all my line and within 
minutes the same happened to my two buddies. They 
left us staring in complete disbelief. 

Jack Crevalle can be found all along the Texas coast 
and, in my opinion, don’t get the respect they deserve. 
Pound for pound, they are some of the hardest fighting 
fish that you will encounter in Gulf waters. When looking 
at the shape of these fish you can tell they are designed 
for speed and power. On top of that, they are extremely 
aggressive and just downright mean. Put all of these 
attributes together and you are left with one hell of a fish.

Besides not being good to eat and capable of wrecking 
tackle, I can see where some anglers may not care to 

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

JACK’N AROUND
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CHECKMATECHECKMATE
WITH THE TK9

INSHORE KAHLE HOOK
For Redfish, Speckled Trout 
and other Saltwater Species

catch them. They can be caught on light tackle, but if you’re planning 
to target them, don’t bring your trout rod. When running around the 
surf or jetties during summer, I usually have one rod set up specifically 
for jacks and bull reds. This is a JH Custom, medium-power, 8-footer. It 
has plenty of backbone and its length lends to casting a mile. Paired 
with it, I have a Lew’s Super Duty 300 spooled with 50-pound braid, 
and usually the biggest topwater I can put on there. 

Last year I set out with a goal to catch a jack on my fly rod and was 
able to achieve it. Again, I have an outfit set-up specifically for them, 
your standard 6 to 8-weight redfish rods are simply not up to the task, 
unless you get helluva lucky. Mine is an 11-weight and I will usually 
add a 40-pound fluorocarbon tippet. 

I also learned last year that they like lighter-colored flies. I started off 
with my go-to black and purple and they did not want anything to do 

with it. After several refusals I switched to a white and 
chartreuse fly and it was on after that. 

What is also great about these fish is that they don’t 
only test your gear but they will also test an angler’s 
endurance. Fighting one of these brutes will often leave 
the best of anglers exhausted. I’ve seen grown men 
completely give up after catching just one, ready to 
switch back to catching trout and reds. 

One of last summer’s best memories came when a 
friend from Alaska made her first visit to Texas. After 
showing her a portion of the state I decided to show 
her the coast and go fishing. We were blessed with 
calm seas and my hope was to put her on some bull 
reds. We were successful with that and as I looked 
across the surf I saw the water boiling. I rushed her 
to reel in as quickly as possible although she wasn’t 
sure of the urgency of the situation. We pulled up to 
the school and I chunked a She Dog in the middle. 
I handed her the rod and said hang on! She quickly 
realized what was happening and was in for a fight. We 
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The SPRO Power Bucktail Custom Jig and 
Wave tail Grub is a winning combination! 

Offered in a variety of colors and built 
with a 4x-hook, the Power Bucktail 

perfectly mimics the fl ash and action of 
small baitfi sh. The Wave Tail Grub features 

SPRO’s Amino Bite Scent attractant, a 
ribbed body and unique tail bend that 

looks and tastes like the real thing.

landed the jack, made some photos and, to my surprise 
she said… “Let’s do that again!” After landing her 
fourth jack she was finally ready for a break. 

I picked up the same She Dog, straightened the 
hooks best I could, and it was my turn. Eventually they 
pulled both hooks off and all I was left was just the 
lure body. It was one of the most impressive displays 
I have ever witnessed in our water. Looking back at it 
now, I am willing to bet it was a school of 500+ fish. I 
explained to my friend that what she just witnessed is 
something that a vast majority of anglers have never 
experienced. Too top it all off, we were the only boat 
out there messing with them.

I’ve never understood why jack crevalle don’t get the 
respect that they deserve. As an angler, they are one 
of the worthiest adversaries that swim in Texas waters. 
They will definitely put you and your tackle through 
a fierce test. Now that summer is here and when the 
weather gets right, you can catch me at the jetties and 
beachfront…just Jack’n Around. 

C
O

N
TA

C
T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Fun with Jack’s
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S t o r y  &  P h o t o s  b y  J o h n  B l a h a

T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

PHASE III OF ST. CHARLES 
BAY LIVING SHORELINE
CCA Texas and partners have joined Harte Research 
Institute (HRI) in the construction of Phase III of the St. 
Charles Bay Living Shoreline project. This project started 
in mid-April 2022, and is expected to be completed by 
the end of May 2022. The project is located along the 
shores of the Big Tree unit of Goose Island State Park.  Dr. 
Jennifer Beseres-Pollack with HRI and Texas A&M Corpus 
Christi (TAMUCC), and her team have been the lead for 

this project since its inception.   
The first phase of the project was completed in early 

August 2017, just weeks before Hurricane Harvey’s 
landfall. Seven reef segments measuring 40 meters long 
by 10 meters wide and 0.3 meters tall were built along 
the shore of the park. The new reefs made it through 
Hurricane Harvey remarkable well and set the stage for 
future expansion.

The second phase was completed 
in September 2020. In this phase 
an additional ten reef beds were 
constructed, completing a second row 
of reef beds and beginning a third row.  

Phase III is underway as this article 
is being written. Phase III will consist of 
twenty new reef beds, completing the 
third row began in Phase II, and adding 
a fourth and fifth row in deeper waters. 
These twenty new reef beds include 
four shallow reef beds next to the shore 
and near the mouth of Cow Chip Cove. 
The construction of these reef beds 
has been a combination of recycled 
oysters from the Sink your Shuck oyster 
shell recycling program at HRI, locally 
processed shell, and limestone rock.

Oyster beds from Phase I & II along the Goose 
Island State Park Big Tree Unit give shoreline 

protection to critical habitat, and also provides 
easily accessible recreational fishing opportunities.

Recycled shell is staged for the first 
deployments of Phase III of the St Charles 
Bay Living Shoreline Project. This project 

will be completed in late May 2022.
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CCA Texas and BCT are proud to continue supporting this critically 
important project in St. Charles Bay. This project exemplifies the 
importance of oyster reefs in our eco-systems, including shoreline 
protection for nearby critical whooping crane habitat, and providing 
a seed source for adjacent reefs and bays. To date, CCA Texas and BCT 
have contributed $485,000 to the three phases of the project. These 
funds include $150,000 from Lone Star Breweries and another $60,000 
from Cheniere Energy & Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries granted to 
CCA Texas and BCT for this habitat work.

The St. Charles Bay reef project backs the undeniable scientific 
justification for sanctuary reefs and bay systems. Sanctuary reefs 
provide: seed source for adjacent reefs; serve as habitat for hundreds 
of aquatic species; provide recreational fishing opportunities; offer 
numerous ecological benefits; determine currents; and slow water 
surges and shoreline erosion.

CCA Texas remains committed to the conservation of oyster reefs 
along the coast through habitat restoration and creation initiatives. 
CCA Texas will maintain a continued presence and participation in 
changing current management practices in the oyster fishery that will 
yield a more sustainable fishery for first and foremost to the benefit 
of the eco-systems up and down the coast. As new management 
practices are advocated for and modified, please be sure to provide 
your comments and opinions to TPWD and others for the long term 
health of our bays and estuaries.  

For more information about CCA Texas and how the organization is 
involved in the oyster resource, please visit www.ccatexas.org/oysters.  
You may also contact Shane Bonnot at sbonnot@ccatexas.org or John 
Blaha at jdblaha@ccatexas.org.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

CCA Texas is Committed to Restoring 
and Rebuilding Texas Oyster Reefs
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It’s the stuff of science fiction: a parasite that eats, and 
replaces, the tongue of its host. That’s the very specific, 
rather icky job of the tongue-eating louse, Cymothoa 
exigua. These parasites are isopod crustaceans, related 
to the pill bugs (or roly polies) you can find in your yard. 
As an isopod, they have a segmented exoskeleton. 
Coloration varies but typically consists of shades of 
green or gray. For reasons not yet clear, they appear 
to be selective of the species of fish the parasitize. To 
date, they have only been found in eight species of fish, 
including Atlantic croaker, spotted seatrout, and a few 
species of snapper.

C. exigua are protandrous hermaphrodites, meaning 
they begin life as males and mature into females once 
they reach a certain size. Juveniles have a short, free-
swimming stage in the water column. They use their 
sense of smell to find a new host. Then they wait for the 
fish to pass above them and launch themselves directly 
upwards. They enter through the gills. This is pretty 
normal – it’s a common way for parasites to get in. Once 
inside, they attach themselves to the gills of their host. 

If there is already a female in residence in the mouth, 
they remain in the gills as males, ready to mate with the 
female. However, if the tongue is still available, then the 
first male to mature as a female (around 10 mm in length) 
lays claim, and any others still in the gills remain male. 
The transition is no small change. Their eyes shrink, their 
legs get longer, and their body gets three times bigger. If 
there are males present when the female matures in the 
gills, mating will take place before the female moves into 
the mouth. However, mating can also occur in the mouth 
if a male happens across an established female. The 
method of reproduction is sexual, and females carry the 
eggs in a marsupium-like structure until they are ready 
to hatch. Ready eggs are released into the water column, 
where juveniles begin their life.

The female attaches herself to the base of the fish’s 
tongue with the help of her seven pairs of legs, severing 
the blood vessels. She then feeds on the blood of the 
doomed part of the tongue, releasing anticoagulants so 
that the blood flow does not stop, until the majority of 
the tongue finally atrophies from lack of blood and falls 

S T E P H A N I E  B O Y D

F I S H Y  F A C T S

TONGUE-EATING LOUSE

Photo by Marco Vinci, 
licensed under CC BY-SA 

3.0. Wikimedia Commons.

 50   |   June 2022



off. The parasite then becomes the functional 
tongue of the fish, which is able to use the 
parasite just like a normal tongue. This is the 
only known case where a parasite functionally 
replaces a host’s organ. It appears that the louse 
does not cause any other damage to the host 
fish. Once she replaces the tongue, she continues 
to feed on the host’s blood and mucus, or that 
of the fish’s prey. If a fish has multiple lice, they 
can cause the fish to become malnourished. The 
relationship between fish and louse can last for 
years. These lice can live up to three years, so the 
parasitized fish can sometimes outlive the isopod. 
When a host fish dies, the louse, after some time, 
detaches itself from the tongue stub and leaves 
the fish’s mouth. It can then be seen clinging to 
its head or body externally. What then happens to 
the louse in the wild is unknown.

Menhaden are so often seen with their tongue 
replaced by the isopod that they’re sometimes 
called “bug mouths.” And they’re so common 
in snapper that they’ve earned the nickname: 
snapper-choking isopod. It seems that several parasites in the louse’s 
Cymothoa genus use similar tactics, and different cymothoid genera 
are adapted to specific areas of attachment on the host. This includes 
scale-clingers, mouth- or gill-dwellers, and flesh-burrowers. The 
tongue-eating louse is quite widespread, from the Gulf of California 
south to north of the Gulf of Guayaquil, Ecuador. Two host records 

were also recently discovered in Costa Rica. They have been sampled 
in waters from 6 feet 7 inches to almost 200 feet deep. Though present 
in most warm oceans, they appear to be most prevalent off the coast 
of North America. You don’t have to worry about C. exigua going after 
your tongue, as they seem to have quite specific tastes in fish – but 
don’t be surprised if they bite when you pick them up.

Photo by Marco Vinci, 
licensed under CC BY-SA 

3.0. Wikimedia Commons.
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Where I learned about tongue-eating lice, and you can too!

Galveston Island State Park FB
www.facebook.com/page/307968436609/search/?q=martian

Animal Database
animals.fandom.com/wiki/Tongue-eating_Louse

Kidadl
kidadl.com/animal-facts/tongue-eating-louse-facts

Our Breathing Planet
www.ourbreathingplanet.com/tongue-eating-louse/

CNN
www.cnn.com/2020/08/13/us/fish-tongue-eating-parasite-scn-trnd/index.html

NPR
www.npr.org/2021/10/23/1048718433/the-tongue-eating-louse-does-exactly-
what-its-name-suggests

The Fishes of North Carolina
ncfishes.com/knowledge-base/parasitic-isopod/

Ocean Syrup
oceansyrup.com/tongue-eating-parasite-cymothoa-exigua/

Wikipedia
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cymothoa_exigua

NOVA PBS: The Tongue-Eating Parasite

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Call us for custom buildings and homes on your own property!

361-576-3825 Office | 361-576-3828 Fax
36 Hunters Circle, Victoria, TX 77905

www.RafterJConstruction.com

Barndominiums • Metal Buildings • Boat and Mini 
Storage • Metal Frame Homes • Commercial Buildings

“We contracted the construction of the TSFMag office 
building with Farrell Jackson. Jackson also built my son’s bay 
house here in Seadrift. We were completely satisfied with 
both projects…a professional and trustworthy contractor.” 
~ Everett Johnson | Editor/Publisher, TSF Mag
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

THE FUN FOUND IN
SMALL SHARK SPECIES
The Texas coast is home to many types of fish.  Among 
them, at least 15 different species of sharks have been 
caught from the rugged shores of our unique surf, some 
of them diminutive, others ranking near the top of the list 
of largest predators with fins.  Some sharks inhabit Texas 
waters year-round, while others occur seasonally. 

The most common sharks along the beachfront 
are the medium-sized ones like blacktips, bulls and 
spinners.  During the summer months, the larger tigers, 
great hammerheads and lemons prowl the shallows.  In 
addition to these, several smaller species inhabit the 
surf-zone, searching for bite-sized prey.  The Atlantic 
sharpnose, the common bonnethead shark (a micro-
member of the hammerhead family), the finetooth and 
the blacknose shark are all often misidentified as young 
blacktips or lumped together under the generic label 
“sand sharks.”   All these little sharks serve great purposes 
in the ecosystem, and they provide plenty of fun for the 
anglers who catch them. 

In general, sharks feed with voracious appetites.  
While most are purely scavengers, some speedy species 
do chase down live or injured fish.  Larger sharks often 
find food sources like full-grown stingrays and begin to 
feast. Even if the stingray weighs 100 pounds or more, 
some sharks will persistently try to eat all of it, piece 
by piece, bite by bite.  The biggest men in gray suits 
can consume entire rays (or large fish) after munching 
tirelessly on them. 

Some of the smaller types of sharks willingly gorge 
themselves too.  It’s not uncommon to catch a four- 
foot sharpnose on a five or even ten-pound bait.  While 

attempting to ingest such a hefty meal, small sharks 
repeatedly and rapidly take pieces of the bait, in some 
instances biting the hook.  It’s sometimes amusing to 
see how ravenous appetite causes a ten-pound shark to 
become hooked on a bait intended to draw the attention 
of a beast weighing 500 pounds or more.

Of these smaller species, the Atlantic sharpnose sharks 
are present throughout the year, but are most easily 
caught in the cooler months, like the larger sandbar 
sharks.  The Atlantic sharpnose is a widespread Western 
Atlantic species found from Upper New England down to 
Mexico, and is plentiful in the Gulf of Mexico.  They attain 
maximum lengths around four feet.  At times, head-boats 
departing from Texas ports return to the docks with more 
sharpnose sharks than red snapper. 

Identifying sharpnose sharks proves fairly easy, due to 
their small size and the normal presence of faint white 
spots on their bodies.  Further confirmation comes from 
observation of the relative positions of their dorsal, 
pectoral and anal fins.  The first dorsal starts well behind 
the first pectoral fin, while the second dorsal starts over 
or behind the middle of the anal fin.  They bite readily at 
small chunks of fish like mullet, also fresh, whole squid.  
When caught on light tackle, they provide generous 
thrills for anglers, especially the younger ones.

Bonnetheads are another species of feisty little sharks 
found in Texas waters.  The smaller cousins of scalloped 
and great hammerheads, two of the largest predators 
in the ocean, bonnetheads attain maximum lengths 
similar to sharpnose sharks—about four-feet.  A wildly 
interesting process of evolution has shaped this, the 

The blacknose shark is one 
of the least common shark 

species in Texas waters.
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smallest shark species found along the beaches of the Lone Star 
State.  Unlike their larger cousins, which have nearly straight 
hammers at the fronts of their heads, bonnetheads have more 
curving, shovel-shaped heads. 

They use their rounded hammers to pin small crabs, shrimp, 
and fish on the bottom before scooping them up in their 
mouths.  Present in decent numbers throughout the year, they 
can be really thick in the surf during spring.  Anglers often catch 
bonnetheads incidentally, while targeting whiting or pompano 
with light-weight baits like Fish-bites or dead shrimp.  These 
sharks average three feet or less in length, but put up amazing 
fights for their size.  

Finetooth sharks, slightly larger than bonnetheads, also 
swim in Texas waters throughout the year.  They rank at 
or near the top of the list of most frequently misidentified 
sharks. Typically, finetooths look almost uniformly gray, with a 
faint, bluish hue.  Their flanks show no real marks or patterns, 
just a grayish gradient.

Many anglers may confuse them with spinners, blacktips and 
juvenile bulls.  Finetooths rarely exceed five feet in length, but 
have huge, seemingly endless appetites, often taking medium-
sized baits intended for much bigger predators.  When present, 
they can be caught on cut or whole fish like whiting and mullet.  
Like all sharks, they fight admirably for their size, providing 
anglers a blast when caught on light gear.

Among the least common small species of sharks in Texas 
waters are the blacknose sharks, which attain maximum sizes 
similar to finetooths.  Anglers mostly encounter them during 
the seasons of spring and fall.  Since many folks have never seen 
a blacknose shark, they struggle to identify them when they 
catch them.  Like the finetooths, blacknose sharks show no real 
patterns or strongly contrasting parts.  The main way to identify a 
blacknose is to couple their faint mustard color with pectoral fins 
bearing white trailing edges. 

For their size, these sharks have large, triangular teeth, which 
they use to efficiently take chunks out of durable baits, often 
feasting on large baits until they become hooked.  At times, 
during spring, blacknose sharks move into the shallowest waters 
fronting the beach, crowding into the first gut.  When this 
happens, anglers can start fights with them by tossing out half or 
whole whiting impaled on 9/0 to 16/0 hooks.

The presence of a wide variety of fish, including a diverse 
collection of sharks, enhances the beauty of our Texas 
saltwater fishery.  Some people chase numbers of species, 
and enjoy catching different kinds of sharks to bulk up their 
lists.  Youngsters just love the thrill of battling uncommon 
species with sharp teeth and legendary reputations.  Atlantic 
sharpnose, bonnethead, finetooth and blacknose sharks offer 
great value to both these crowds. 

   Small sharks can’t put up much of a fight when hooked on 
big baits and heavy tackle, but they prove admirably energetic when 
hooked on light tackle.  On my charters, these toothy critters provide 
great opportunities to educate people not just about the small 
species, but also shark anatomy in general.  While I mostly thrive on 
the pursuit of hanging into massive monsters like tigers and great 
hammerheads, I still have my share of fun with these little sharks 
while waiting on the big boys.
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For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com

Aptly named for its shovel-shaped 
hammer, the bonnethead is a 

cousin to the larger scalloped and 
great hammerhead sharks.

Spots on this sharpnose shark 
are characteristic of the species 

and help confirm its identity.

Daisy Green landed this 
finetooth shark in the PINS surf.
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April 2nd | May 7th | June 11th | July 9th | August 6th

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !
GalvestonRedfishSeries.com

Use promo code “DinnerBell15” for 15% o� your online order

The original & only patented rattling jig
with styles for almost every species of fish

in both fresh water & saltwater!

A product of Chicky Tackle Company, LLC
877-514-8252    www.rockportrattler.com

Houston Fishing ShowHouston Fishing Show

WATERLOORODS.COM 
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KnockinTailLures.comKnockinTailLures.com

SpotlightsSpotlights

Home of the
&

www.CoastalFishingGear.com | 281-736-6670

USE COUPON CODE TSFM15 FOR 
15% OFF OF CFG ONLINE ORDERS
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NEW
Calcutta Squall Tactical 
Tackle Backpack

Mud Hole - Power in the Push! 

The Squall Tactical Backpack offers extreme 

functionality and is loaded with practical features. Our 

oversized pack comes with three 3600 double latch 

trays and will hold up to six 3600-size tackle trays. 

There’s lots of room for storing all your gear, including 

two leader wheel pockets with built-in dispensers, a 

molded plier lanyard and an EVA molded front. The 

pack features thick-padded backpack straps to make 

carrying your gear comfortable. Our pack is made 

with Mossy Oak® Shoreline pattern, reinforced 

stitching, quality zippers, and components. Learn 

more at CalcuttaOutdoors.com

Easy to assemble and available in 19-, 21-, and 23-foot lengths, the 

MHX Carbon Fiber Push Pole muscles past the competition thanks 

to its ultra-light weight and unbeatable strength. Engineered with 

a combination of uni-directional and off-axis carbon fibers and 

outfitted with an ABS composite wide foot fork and replaceable 

stainless-steel tip, it’s amazingly light and durable, giving you 

the greatest amount of power in the push, while maintaining 

excellent hoop strength during load. Grab yours today, hit the 

flats, and push your way to your next trophy fish.

Mudhole.com

Eagle Claw Inshore Spinning Reels
Eagle Claw® Inshore Spinning Reels are designed with the strength and 

durability to stand up to the rigors of inshore saltwater fishing. Often 

anglers are forced to choose between durability and performance, not 

so with the Eagle Claw Inshore Spinning Reels. The lightweight and 

saltwater resistant aluminum body, spool, and handle offer tanklike 

durability without sacrificing comfort. The 9+1 bearings offer silky-

smooth operation anglers can feel with every rotation of the handle, 

and the front drag can take the sheer power and speed of any inshore 

species. The Inshore spinning reel is well-rounded and a new standby 

for anglers looking for flexibility and dependability in their fishing gear. 

www.EagleClaw.com
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P R O D U C T S

New Z-Man Custom 
ElaZtech Bait Colors!

Daiwa Tatula SV 70

Three new electrifying ElaZtech bait colors 

include Troutcicle, Gitter Done and Tater 

Salad. A sneaky facsimile of a baby speckled 

trout—a primo prey-species for big snook, 

redfish and tarpon—Troutcicle features an 

iridescent violet back and white-pearl side 

flanks and underbelly. Dubbed the ultimate 

sight-fishing pattern, Gitter Done resembles 

a live mullet, reflecting a dazzling green 

back over a clear underbelly with metallic 

gold glitter. Ideal for cloudy days and darker 

water, Tater Salad wears a healthy coat of 

glow and metallic green freckles within a 

white body, finished with a lurid lime-treuse 

tail. Visit www.ZManFishing.com.

The new Tatula SV70 reel with an all-new frame size to be the smallest, 

lightest, and most palmable Tatula SV reel the company has ever introduced. 

Features include aluminum frame, aluminum handle sideplate, and is 

extremely palmable. With regards to gearing, Daiwa’s Hyper Drive Design™ 

gearing system provides very smooth cranking and fluid-like rotation.

This 6.5-ounce reel features 7+1 ball bearings and is available in right- and 

left-handed versions in 6.3:1, 7.1:1 and 8.1:1 gear ratios. Models 

offer 23.2 to 30 inches per handle crank and 9.9 pounds of 

maximum drag. In terms of line capacity, the SV70 offers 

90 yards of 10-pound test and 75 yards of 12-pound 

test. For those using J-Braid, expect 70 yards of 

20-pound test or 55 yards of 30-pound test.  

Daiwa.us

Free Style Fish Monkey Gloves 
Now Available In Offshore
Another new glove color has been added to the Fish Monkey Gloves lineup. In 

response to the increasing demand of retailers who have customers fishing in 

saltwater and freshwater as well, the FM 22 Free Style is now available in Offshore. 

The Free Style glove is specially made to allow you to cut off and expose the fingers 

you need to be uncovered. Designed especially for Bow Fishing, Spear Fishing and Just 

Fishing, the Free Style glove is uniquely constructed to not fray or split at the seams 

once cut. So feel Free (style) to cut and customize your glove to the task at hand.

www.FishMonkeyGloves.com

Troutcicle

Glitter Done

Tater Salad
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I love June in Matagorda. A low 
barometer and light southeast winds 
are the recipe for some of the best 
topwater action of the summer. 

There are so many choices when the 
flag is limp at the bait camp. East Bay or 
West Bay? Wade or drift? Surf or jetty? 
Inshore or offshore? Best case scenario 
is when we get a light north wind and 
the surf becomes a flat, emerald-green 
pond. The surf normally gives 
us a few days to fish in June and 
there is nothing better than 
watching a plug get crunched 
in the foam.

We wade the first surf gut on 
an incoming tide, but choose 
to drift out of the boat when 
tides are falling so we can safely 
fish the outer bars in 4-6 feet 
of water. We don’t forget about 

the jetty, either. Some days it’s large trout, others it’s all redfish. 
We toss topwaters, Bass Assassins, Lil’ Johns and MirrOlure 
Soft-Dines in some of the most beautiful water you will ever 
wade. We enjoy the dolphins, turtles, and occasional tarpon.

We love to fish East Bay when we can. With light winds, 
all of East Bay is in play, including mid-bay reefs. Few bays 
in Texas rival East Matty for its potential to grow large trout; 
and, when the weather allows you to wade one of those 
coveted reefs in the middle of the bay, you better adjust 
your drag and hold tight.

When wading the bays, we traditionally focus on the 
grass beds during the summer. Most of this terrain can 
be found in the lee of southerly winds and stay “fishably” 
clean even with gusty winds. Most of our best grass beds 
are in West Matagorda Bay. June normally affords ardent 
morning incoming tides, perfect for walking a She Pup or 
Super Spook Jr. over the flats.

Boat anglers work the deep shell in East Bay on both 
the east and west ends of the bay. Best baits are live 
shrimp under Mid Coast corks. However, Gulps, Vudu and 
DOA Shrimp do well if you don’t want to mess with bait. 

Redfish action is best in West Bay around reefs and 
points. Some anchor on flats with mullet and wait for the 
reds to come to them. 

Jetty anglers have plenty of opportunities for redfish 
along the rocks while Carolina-rigging large table shrimp 
or menhaden.

Large sand trout should make their first appearance in the bay this 
month. Few locales along the coast offer what I like to call “trophy 
sand trout” as Matagorda does. These cousins of the more glamorous 
speckled trout make excellent table fare. We really like them because 
they take pressure off our speckled trout stocks for those wanting a 
few fillets for supper.

Please continue to err on the side of conservation and take care of 
our resource. Our trout stocks are rebounding, but new attitudes and 
practices are needed to sustain our world-class trout fishery.

Smile, summer is finally here – a plugger’s delight. Pick a lure, any 
lure, and go to work.

Follow our reports daily on Instagram and Facebook, and also 
weekly on the Texas Insider Fishing Report on AT&T Southwest and 
Bally’s Southwest. If you need help with  a waterfront rental or buying 
or selling coastal or farm and ranch properties, feel free to call or text 
us at Sunrise Properties.

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

June…Bink Grimes Favorite Month
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Choose the original fiberglass piling  
so your project will last for generations
From docks, piers and boathouses to waterfront 
foundations, Pearson Pilings are stronger and stand up 
to the elements longer than any other.

• Stronger to hold heavier loads
• Lighter, easier to handle
• Safer for the environment
• Structural integrity resists storm damage
• 100% fiberglass construction for unmatched strength

Docks with Pearson Pilings:
• Last longer than traditional docks
• Offer design flexibility
• Have the strength and give to avoid breakage

Build it right. Build it for generations.  
Visit pearsonpilings.com to get started or 
call 508.675.0594.
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Some things were consistent throughout the month 
of May. One was the redfish bite– which has been 
outstanding in the protected backwater areas of our 
local bay systems. Another was non-stop wind– that 
seemed stronger than I remember from past years.  

Hopefully by the time June rolls around the wind 
will have calmed to more angler-friendly velocity. 
Meaning five to ten mph overnight, and building 
somewhat during the day. A lot different than we’ve 

been dealing with in May.
With typically lighter winds in June we will be 

wading major shorelines in San Antonio, Espiritu Santo, 
and West Matagorda. Our daily focus will be the areas 
providing the best quality trout. Lighter winds will also 
allow the option of wading San Antonio’s mid-bay reefs 
that have long been an early-summer favorite of mine. 
West Matagorda also has some great shell reefs that lie 
along the Matagorda Ship Channel spoil banks. Many 

of the reef areas mentioned lie in depths 
we can wade and over the years we have 
identified the best producers depending 
on wind and tide influence. 

Back to San Antonio Bay and how we 
fish the open-water reefs. The majority 
of these generally run in north-to-
south orientation, some of which have 
fingers that protrude to the east and/or 
west.  These “fingers” as I call them offer 
windward structure that often becomes 
especially attractive to both bait and 
predator species as they disrupt the 
currents created by the predominantly 
southerly winds that flow along the main 

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Gary Gray is a full 
time guide, born and raised in 
Seadrift. He has been guiding 
the Seadrift/Port O’Connor 
region since 1986. Gary 
specializes in year ‘round wade 
fishing for speckled trout and 
redfish with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

Wendell Odem enjoying the 
phenomenal backwater redfish bite. 

A century-long experience in fishing hook manufacturing.
First ever hook brand awarded for outstanding product design.
Advanced in-house point, ring and coating technologies.
One of the best fishing hook brands in major markets worldwide.

Available in Texas now.
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reefs this time of year. The game fish we are targeting will hang around 
these areas and use them as ambush points. Imagine these fingers as 
points on a shoreline and consider how the fish use the points that you 
normally fish in certain areas.

There are also a few major reefs in this bay that run east to west, 
although without the fingers I just described. On these types of reef 
structure you typically find numerous cuts or low spots where water 
will pass through, and these also make prime ambush spots for both 
trout and redfish during feeding periods. The south face of these reefs 
will generally have a steeper taper to the deeper water, whereas the 
northern face will have a slower taper that fades to sand and/or mud 
bottom. I normally fish the down-current or north side. Most of these 
east-west reefs are too deep to wade at the ends or points, but those 
that are shallow enough can also offer current flows that work as 
natural funnels for game fish to intercept bait. 

Please note that wading spoil reefs in West Matagorda requires 
extra caution as ships navigating the channel can cause dangerously 
powerful wakes, capable of swamping your boat if it is anchored 
shallow on the reef. It is therefore wise to keep a sharp lookout for ship 
traffic and be ready to vacate the area quickly when one is heading 
your way. There are also some sharp drop-offs, especially on the 
channel side. You would be wise to wear some kind of flotation device, 
the auto-inflate PFD would be a good choice, just in case you lose your 
footing and slip into deep water. Treading water or attempting to swim 
with all your fishing equipment in tow could spell disaster for even the 
strongest swimmers as the currents are often very strong in this area.

My go-to lure choices when fishing either San Antonio or West 
Matagorda reefs will be my tried and true Saltwater Assassin 4” Sea 
Shad (paddletail) or the 5” Shad (straight tail). I rig both of these on Bass 
Assassin 1/16 ounce jigheads. The colors we normally carry are Purple 
Chicken and Laguna Shrimp – both of which should have you covered 
for any situation or water clarity condition.

In closing I would like to mention a new wading product I have 
been using that you can find at the Waterloo Pro Shop in Victoria. 
Jimmy Burns at Waterloo now offers the Merman over-the-shoulder 
wading box that fills the void created when NuMark closed its doors 
and ceased production of the shoulder box we all loved for many 
years. The Merman includes a plier pouch and place to attach your 
stringer. The strap is adjustable to accommodate anglers of every size. 
The antimicrobial fabric protects against mildew. I’ve noticed while 
using it that it will last you a very long time without fading or other 
workmanship issues. Check it out!

Fish hard, fish smart.

Where most docks lost the battle with 
Hurricane Sally, ThruFlow stood strong. 

See Hurricane Sally video.

Durable, non-slip Thru-Flow® panels enable 
hurricane winds, storm surge, rain, snow & 

debris to pass through the surface.

Build it and Enjoy it.
Maintenance Free.

thruflow.com   888-478-3569

Merman 
shoulder tackle 

box; check it 
out at Jimmy 

Burns’ Waterloo 
Pro Shop.
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Well, we have finally hit summer 
weather. I always look forward to 
wet wading and skipping the hassle 
of waders. Come October I will have 
grown tired of wrinkled feet and being 
waterlogged every day.  

Thanks to an unexpected migration 
of fish from the gulf and Corpus Christi 
Bay, we enjoyed a spring season that 
soared beyond expectations. The 
number of quality trout was well 
beyond anything most of us expected 
after the 2021 freeze. Looking into the 
future, I’m hoping they stick around 
and do not vanish back from where 
they came. TPWD enacted new size and 
bag limits that will certainly help, but 
it’s somewhat disappointing to see so 
many fishermen killing what they can 
with little or no regard for the future 
and what we have a chance to improve 
upon over the next two years. 

I’ve said before and will say again, my 
hat is off to the younger generation who 
seem to be all in for catch and release. 
I’ve had some amazing conversations 
with many and they give me great hope 
that the fishery will be given greater 

respect in the future, like we see in bass fishing, rather than the kill 
mentality that has been prevalent since live croaker for bait became 
popular almost thirty years ago. If you have been around long enough 
and still believe the trout population cannot be decimated by rod 
and reel, your head is buried somewhere it doesn’t belong. Between 
the freeze and number of fishermen still killing all the law allows, we 
continue to face an uphill battle. Be proactive, practice catch and 
release, and strive to become a better steward of the resource.  

I am preaching because croaker season is once again upon us. Sadly, 
some fishermen will continue their killing while a growing number 
of others try their best to contribute to the rebound of the fishery. 
Croaker don’t kill trout, people do. Think about that and tell your guide 
you want to enjoy a day of fishing more than returning to the dock 
after only a few hours with a limit. If you are in it for the sport and your 
guide refuses to honor your wishes, you may want to find another 
guide. One that is willing to put in a full day’s effort, and maybe send 
you home with a few drum fillets for a fresh meal.  

At this stage of my fishing career it’s hard for me to get  juiced up 
about fishing to the point it makes my belly spin in anticipation but that 
very thing just happened. I hadn’t fished a tourney in five years, and 
perhaps only two in last ten. Jay Watkins and I have been close for a very 
long time and have always wished we could fish a tournament together. 
An opportunity presented itself due to a weather cancellation on the 
weekend of the Aransas Pass leg of the Saltwater Legends Series. The 
Legends format is three-man teams and we scored an ace stick when 
Jay’s youngest son, Ryan, joined us. Ryan is a very accomplished angler 

having won the title of Collegiate National BASS Champion a few years 
ago. Tournament morning came and my guts were boiling over like a 
pot of beans left too long on a hot stove. Honestly, I couldn’t believe I 
was so fired up and ready to compete again. I never realized I missed 
that feeling so much. We did not win in pounds, but had our chances 
and lost them as we couldn’t land a few of the right ones we had 
hooked up. But that’s tournament fishing. The fish we landed came up a 
little short for a win, but it was a huge win nonetheless as I finally got to 
knock out a bucket list desire of fishing with my salty hero and his son. 
It was two fabulous days watching them work sand holes like surgeons 
and setting hooks like they were winching the Devil out of Hell. For me, 
I was casting like I was 35-years-old again, and a month later I can still 
barely move my shoulders. Well worth it!!

The bay will be swarming with life in June. Find bait on good 
structure and your fishing will turn into catching throughout Baffin 
and the Upper Laguna this month. Every indication is that June will be 
filled with lots of action. Enjoy it, but please keep only what you need 
for a fresh dinner and release the rest. 

Remember the buffalo!  -Capt David Rowsey
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David Rowsey has 30 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Lots of action on Upper 
Laguna Madre

Dr. Alan Zablocki knocking the 
rust off after a 20-year hiatus 
from the salt. Said he loved 
my stance on conservation 

and that’s why he booked the 
trip. Perfect client!
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Greetings from Port Mansfield. Here 
we are working past the heavy winds 
and each season brings me to respect 
and work with this adversity just a 
little more. Despite the bumpy boat 
rides and salt spray all over your gear, 
glasses, and face the winds provide 
much more than one might imagine. 
Let’s take a closer look. 

When the southerly breeze turns 
more than 20mph or so and hovers 
around the 25-30mph with gusts 
around 35, one might think it’s too 
windy to fish. Well, it is too windy to fish 
“comfortably” but it’s not too windy to 
fish. Sure, nobody wakes up eager to 
fight a stiff 30mph wind but there are 
morsels of good catching under every 
whitecap. First, winds create current 

and churn up the bay which moves shrimp, mullet and just about every 
piece of bait around. Gamefish need not see to eat so they can and will 
find your lure when the water is muddy. I used to be timid of muddy 
water and still to this day would rather (only for the optics) fish pretty 
trout green water with scattered potholes and grass beds, but let’s face 
it, that is not happening every outing. If you fish enough you will learn 
to work with the wind and the muddy water that comes along with it. 

Besides creating current and 
discombobulating baitfish, another 
“macro” perspective to consider is the 
obvious. Some anglers simply will 
not go or will come in early if it’s too 
windy and the result is less pressure 
on our bays, (no shame…I too am 
guilty). Mother Nature may be doing 
her part when she sees fit. This may 
be a little farfetched, but I have seen 
it play out firsthand. On the contrary, 
high winds bring out the best in 
anglers when they do decide to “grin 
and bear it.” I have been there, done 
that, and I always explain to clients all 
variables when having to deal with 
those strong southerly or northerly 
winds. I offer my suggestion based on 
personal experiences and the angler’s 
experience and their expectations. The 
last thing I want is a miserable outing 
for any angler and them thinking, “he 
should have explained it might be this way.” 

Continuing in the wind arena, most anglers are keen on reading the 
water when its calm but are you able to pay attention when its windy 
also? Recently I fished with long time client Bobby Walker and his 
customer Jim Miller, and it was blowing. Water was churned up; it was 
dirty and there were white caps in a foot of water. Since we were faced 

with these adverse conditions we elected to make a bet on who would 
catch the first keeper on a topwater. I was dialed in, paying extra close 
attention because I wanted a free dinner. About five casts in I could see 
a subtle yet distinguished wake under my topwater despite the waves. 
I let it pause and let the waves do the work. A short twitch later and 
I had a nice redfish on-the-line but it came unbuttoned. I continued 
paying closer attention with each twitch and pause and, sure enough, 
I was able to note three other subtleties in and around my topwater 
which resulted in blowups. I suspect some will not toss tops in 25 to 
30mph winds but it can be remarkably effective. Keep this in mind 
next time you are out there. 

Tides have risen and the baitfish are just about everywhere. Shrimp 
are showing themselves and redfish continue to yield to anglers. I 
am still trying to work on those bigger trout and have been quite 
successful with some long, big-headed, post-spawn females and I am 
delighted to see that. As we move forward expect the flats to stay full 
of life. Be sure and concentrate efforts along color changes and tide 
lines. These areas will hold a few nice “keeper” trout along with some 
redfish. Flounder are showing themselves, but most are on the smaller 
side. They grow fast so by summer’s end we should see some nice 
keepers. Best baits have been the KWigglers Ball Tail Shad and 4-inch 
Paddle Tails in a variety of colors. As far as topwaters go, I have been 
using the Mansfield Knockers and really like the G.O.A.T., Wounded 
Mullet and the Salty Frog.

Until next time stay safe and remember – Fresh is always better 
than frozen!

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Surprising Surge in Flounder Population

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com
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Port 
Mansfield

Dustin Sisk – 
KWigglers Ball Tail – 
just shy of 29” – CPR!

Brady Walker – 
topwater – CPR!
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It’s official…summer is here. It’s going 
to be hot…hopefully the fishing will be 
hotter than the weather. Fish patterns 
will remain mostly unchanged until 
about the middle of June and then 
progress into true summer patterns as 
the water temps continue to rise. 

I recall several years ago slipping 
into the water on a hot afternoon. 
Feeling the water temperature, I quickly 
jumped back in the boat and checked 
the temperature on my GPS; it read 
99 degrees. I promptly left that area 
looking for cooler water. 

Over the years I have found that 
you can experience an active bite up 
to around 88 degrees. Higher than 
that you will notice the fish becoming 
sluggish and unwilling to eat. This is 
due to super-heated water containing 
less dissolved oxygen. Keep this in 

mind as we get further along into summer. Equipping your boat with a 
GPS unit that records water temperature can be very critical to success 
in summer and also during winter.  

The same as water temps rising, so will the boat traffic, and this 
too will alter fish patterns and behavior. During the busiest hours, say 
between 9:00am and 2:00pm, fish will seek shelter in deeper, less-
trafficked areas such as spoils with deep water nearby. Fishing in the 
first hours of daylight and again into evening can 
be your best bets for productive outings.  

High winds have been a constant factor the 
past month and a half and it seems likely this 
could continue into June. There’s nothing we 
can do about nature but check out my video in 
this month’s article explaining how to work with 
the wind.

Slot-size redfish have been very plentiful and 
I would say it has been quite a while since we 
have caught so many undersized reds. With that 
said, I believe the future for the redfish fishery 
looks promising. 

On calmer days, we’re finding redfish in open 
bay water and generally in all the places where 
they should be. Windier days are different; our best 
success has been in protected areas, sometimes 
along windward shorelines, or working the birds. 
Windward shorelines are known for bait stack-ups 
and the predators will often be right there with 
the bait. Protected areas always hold the best water clarity but it doesn’t 
always mean the fish are there. It’s encouraging to know that when they 
are there they will be more apt to take an artificial bait.  

Another option for the windiest days is to wait for the bird action to 
develop. Strong wind stirs the bottom causing shrimp and small crabs to 
rise in the water column. Redfish take full advantage and their feeding 

activity attracts seagulls that hover and swoop down to snatch whatever 
the reds push to the surface. We see this frequently during solunar 
feeding periods and it doesn’t matter what color the water is.  

Trout have been showing in better numbers than I expected 
and we are catching decent numbers of both slot and undersize 
fish. Teaching proper handling and release of all sizes is crucial to 
aiding the rebound of the fishery. I am pleased that so many of my 
clients have opted to practice full catch and release of their trout, 
even though they are showing in surprising numbers here on the 
southern portions of the Lower Laguna. 

Slicks can be observed popping throughout our bay when the 
trout are feeding, quite often in deeper water with the elevated 
water temperatures. Locating areas with plenty of active mullet has 
been the best way to find a steady bite. Here again, making note of 
water temps can be the ticket. 

Perhaps the best news is that the flounder population has exploded, 
and that’s no exaggeration. We are catching flounder out on the flats 
regularly in potholes. Targeting them in known holding areas such as 
cuts and old channels has also been quite productive. Edges and points 
of spoils have also been holding targetable numbers. Believe me when I 
say we haven’t seen this in many years. 

Summer has come and with it comes the busiest season on the 
water. Please use caution and your best etiquette when navigating as 
many people have little or no boating experience. If you are fishing a 
tournament, I suggest only keeping what you are going to weigh-in and 
eat fresh, or better yet, keep them alive in the live well and release them 
after weighing. If we all do our part we can aid in the recovery of the 
fisheries while continuing to enjoy our pastime. 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Fishing Tips for Windy Days

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.

Arroyo 
Colorado 
to Port 
IsabelC
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Jon Rhodes landed 
his personal-best 

trout recently, and a 
30-incher at that!

Jim Tienken was 
another angler lucky 

enough to land a 
personal best trout on a 

recent charter.
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Kai Stanwyck 
Copano Bay - 40” black drum

Michael Miles 
POC - 22” first redfish!

Audrey Rouse with Charlie Williamson 
Galveston Bay - 24” 6 lb redfish CPR

Justin Albert 
South Deer Island - 27.5” trout

Brooke Goertz 
Aransas Pass - 45” personal best red!

Cindy Rodriguez 
first permit!

Monica Stem 
Port Mansfield - red snapper

Cody Ramsey 
Port Aransas - 30.5” redfish CPR
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First come – first published!
Photos are judged on artistic 

merit and sporting ethic displayed. 
No stringer, cleaning table, or 

hanging board images allowed. 
Digital images only. Adjust camera 
to high or best quality. All images 

become property of TSFMag. 
Email to: Photos@TSFMag.com

Include short description of 
your catch with name, date, bay 

system, etc. 

Photo 
Gallery 

Guidelines

Kiias Martinez 
Copano Bay - 65” gar

Ayden Sanchez 
Freeport - 19.5” trout

Chloe Turner 
Freeport - red snapper

Pat Goertz 
Aransas Pass - 60” spinner shark CPR

Bodie Goertz 
Port Aransas - 35” personal best red! CPR

Sterling Ellison & Cade Goertz 
40.5” & 35” personal best reds! CPR

Alesha Goertz 
Dagger Point - 20” personal best flounder!

Kylie Trotti 
South Padre Island - 26” redfish
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Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
James says the wading has been good in his area this spring, and that 
he expects it to continue into June, but also that he anticipates the 
onset of the productivity of deeper water, structure-related patterns. 
“We’ve been catching well lately on a variety of hard baits, including 
small topwaters and sinking twitch-baits, working areas with a firm, 
sandy bottom and either sparse amounts of grass or scattered shell. 
We’ll continue to wade these areas in June, especially early in the 
mornings. The bite is usually best if the tide is coming in, and already 
somewhat high. This kind of fishing can become the only way to catch 
much if it’s windy. But, once the winds settle on a regular basis, the 
productivity out in the deeper waters of Lower Galveston Bay, parts of 
East Bay, around the Texas City Dike and other places will pick up. Out 
there, it’s necessary to key on slicks and other signs, also use reliable 
maps to locate some of the structures. Setting up on the structures the 
right way, to allow for presenting lures in specific places, moving in the 
right direction is a big key to catching on those patterns.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
Jim says the fish have moved out onto the reefs in the middle, and 
he expects that pattern to produce good catching in June, if winds 
relax a little. “If we get some typical June days, with light winds in the 
mornings, the fishing should be good out around the reefs. When 
fishing those areas, it’s critical to pay attention to the slicks. And not 
just in a generic way. You have to add up the wind and current and 
figure out where the slicks first popped up, then work upwind and 
upcurrent of those places. In lots of cases, you can catch ‘em however 
you want to, if you get into the schools, but topwaters and soft plastics 
work best, on average. Of course, if it’s windier, wading will be better. 
If we get lots of days with south and southwest winds, places like 
Campbell’s Bayou, Dollar Flats and flats in the lee of the land masses 
in Upper Galveston Bay will produce best. And the surf should be 
good too. If winds are light, it won’t much matter where. If winds are 
stronger, and there’s no east in ‘em, the Bolivar Pocket will be best.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
On the day Randall gave this report, he said winds had blown 30 mph 
while he was on the water with his customers, but they still caught their 
fish. “On the windy days, it’s tougher. But usually, we get consistently 
better conditions by the time June rolls around. It’s a great month for 
fishing the surf and on the flats behind the pass. One of the best keys 
indicating high potential for catching is a green tide coming in during 
the morning hours. This time of year, we anticipate the arrival of both 
menhaden and ribbonfish. Areas with both of those present in June 
usually hold plenty of all three of the main species we target—trout, 
reds, and flounder. In the best-case scenarios, throwing topwaters like 
pearl SkitterWalks will produce plenty of fish, and that’s the most fun 
and exciting way to catch ‘em. If the wind is up and/or the water looks 
less good, Norton Sand Eels in glow work better, on average. And, in the 
toughest cases, we won’t hesitate to pull out the cast net and get some 
of the menhaden. In almost all cases, fresh live menhaden will produce 
plenty of bites from all three of the target species.”

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Tommy Countz- 979.863.7553 cell 281.450.4037
As with almost every month, Tommy describes several consistently 
productive patterns which work well in the Matagorda area in the 
transition time between spring and summer. “Drifting open areas 
of both bays produces well this time of year, especially when winds 
are relatively light. In East Bay, the key is to stay around the main 
reefs, close enough to have a mix of scattered shell and mud on the 
bottom. Throwing jigheads heavy enough to maintain contact with 
the bottom works best. In West Bay, the relatively new, artificial reefs 
hold plenty of fish this time of year too. If it’s windier, wading is often a 
better option. Over in West Bay, low tides make the fishing for redfish 
better, concentrating the fish in the deeper guts leading into the 
coves. Higher tides scatter the fish somewhat, but make accessing the 
mouths of the coves easier. Topwaters work great for both trout and 
reds early in the shallows. Dark soft plastics on light jigheads tossed 
repeatedly at grass beds close to the bank work better toward the 
middle of the day. The key is often to leave a grass bed alone for a 
while after catching fish around it, then returning later.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
High winds over recent weeks have caused us to focus mainly on 
catching red and black drum. We’ve been targeting them around 
reefs in shallow water along shorelines, in back bays, and in sloughs, 
for best results. We’re dangling fresh dead shrimp about a foot under 
a popping cork to get most of our bites. Lots of sixteen to eighteen-
inch drum have been coming to the boat. The reds have been biting 
well in the same kinds of areas, but they take live shrimp more readily 
than dead shrimp. Winds have blown out many of the areas where we 
usually target the trout, but by June, conditions will likely have calmed 
somewhat. Then, we’ll be able to access the deep well pads and reefs 
out in West Matagorda Bay, which should be full of fish, since they’ve 
been largely ignored during this windy spell. We should begin to have 
conditions which make the surf right this month too. And our fishing 
and gigging for flounder should also improve as lighter winds allow 
the water in the local bays to clear somewhat. The structures out in 
West Matagorda Bay also hold plenty of tripletail starting in June, 
giving us another productive option. 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
Lynn has been fishing well south of town in the weeks prior to offering 
this June outlook, and he intends to continue fishing those areas, but 
he mentions two other great options at the beginning of summer. 
“With Cedar Bayou flowing again, the flats in Mesquite Bay offer great 
potential, as do the reefs and pockets in the smaller bays adjacent to it, 
and the shorelines in San Antonio Bay in that same area. But, in June, 
the surf can be better than any of those places, so we always keep our 
eye on the weather and stay ready to head that way. When it’s right, 
we like to wade early right on the beach, throwing topwaters in the 
shallowest gut, then move out a little bit once the bite slows down, 
throwing soft plastics and other lures in the deeper guts. And,we like 
to spend some time fishing the flats and bars inside the pass this time 
of year too. If the tide is coming in good in the morning, we catch 

FISHING REPORTS     AND FORECASTS
from Big Lake to Boca Chica
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plenty of trout and reds throwing topwaters at potholes in the grass 
on the flats, or at grassy spots on the spines of the bars.”

Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
In June, several options offer great potential for catching trout and 
redfish in the Coastal Bend bays around Rockport, Blake mentions. 
“We like to fish the surf quite a bit if we can this month. This is the 
first really consistent month out there, because the weather usually 
cooperates on a more regular basis than in earlier months. Fishing is 
best on the beachfront for trout early in the mornings, tight to the 
beach first, then out in the deeper guts later. Topwaters usually work 
well at first, then soft plastics or other submerged baits earn more 
strikes later. If it’s too windy to make it around the end of the jetties 
and hit the surf, the fishing on flats on either side of Port Aransas 
often produce well, meaning East Flats and Super Flats. In those 
places, good incoming flow in the morning hours makes the bite best, 
especially on portions of the grassy bars with deeper water lying close 
to them. Lures work well this time of year, but it’s also a prime month 
for catching trout on live croakers. So, it’s another way for us to make 
something fun and productive out of summer fishing.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
The month of June offers something positive for anyone who likes 
to fish saltwater. Action is consistently good this month, and my 
confidence in catching plenty of fish on a daily basis runs about as high 
as in any month of the year. Water temperatures run just about right 
for both trout and redfish to stay in water three feet deep or shallower 
much of the time. Some of the biggest trout will be spawning, and 
will move into water less than two-feet deep. This often places them 
along the inner grass lines close to shorelines, and in sandy potholes 
well up on shallow, grassy flats. This month, Catch 5s in natural colors 
work great, especially when floating grass is not much of an issue. If 
suspended or floating grass makes using them difficult, Bass Assassin 
Die Dappers in colors like trickster, salt&pepper/chartreuse and plum/
chartreuse rigged on sixteenth-ounce Spring-lock jigheads work better. 
Wading is the way to approach trout in shallow areas like these, and it’s 
wise to do so with some kind of protection for the legs, like ForEverLast 
RayGuards. Both red and black drum will provide fast action on shrimp-
flavored Fish-bites in less than a foot of water. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
In June, a variety of excellent options exist for anglers targeting redfish 
and trout in the ULM, Corpus Christi Bay and Baffin Bay, according to 
Joe. “In the ULM, areas around the mouth of the Land Cut and just north 
of there produce good catches of both reds and trout. All the rocks in 
the shallows along the west shoreline hold fish on a daily basis, as do 
some of the spoils lying east of the ICW. The really shallow flats like those 
around the Middle Grounds and at Yarbrough are also productive at 
times, especially when tide levels fall out. On those flats, sight-casting is 
easier than on the spoils or along the west shore. In Baffin, all the major 
rock formations like Cathead and East Kleberg produce plenty of trout, 
especially when winds are somewhat light. The shallow parts of the flats 
associated with those rocks and in the Badlands are usually loaded with 
reds. Farther north, the deeper waters of both Emmord’s and Beacroft’s 
holes produce good catches, mostly trout, for folks who don’t want 
to run so far south. We’re heading into the time when the flats on the 
Corpus Bay side of Demit Island become really productive too.”

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 

June can be a red-hot month in the surf with a variety 
of species. Muscular, giant specks roam the guts 
along the beach this month, often biting topwaters 
early on calm days, especially around deep holes 
and breaks in the bars which connect 
the guts. Redfish and jack crevalle 
will be around, but their numbers 
begin to dwindle around the start 
of summer. They’ll bite lures like gold 
and silver spoons in large sizes. Tarpon begin to make their 
way into the surf on a regular basis this month too, and are easiest 
to catch on live mullet. The balls of bait will become more and more 
plentiful in the heat, and Spanish mackerel, skipjacks and bluefish will 
be following them. This month is also a good one in which to target 
multiple species of big sharks. Tigers, great hammerheads, lemons and 
bulls will all be present, and of course feeding. Deploying big baits 
is a key to catching these monsters, and keeps smaller species from 
stealing baits. All these sharks have a taste for roughtail and southern 
stingrays, both of which can reach weights above 200 pounds and 
come into the guts in June to drop their pups.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
Summer patterns are already developing in South Texas, meaning we 
generally have light winds in the mornings, then onshore winds around 
20 mph in the afternoons. Down south, when the water levels allow for 
safe access to Peyton’s Bay, it’s a good place to start. Topwater action can 
be good in that area. Lots of floating grass will require the use of single 
hooks. The area behind the cabins in the Saucer is another good morning 
spot. Over there, topwaters and soft plastics both work well, especially 
KWiggler ball-tail shads in Mansfield Margarita rigged on eighth-ounce 
jigheads. In the Saucer, large sandy areas often hold plenty of reds, and 
they bite quarter-ounce gold, weedless spoons readily. Another great 
area is the deeper water north of the Saucer, east of Bennie’s Island. In 
the potholes out there, both trout and redfish retreat to avoid the heat 
of the day, once the sun gets high overhead. Up north, the areas around 
the Weather Station and just north of Butcher’s Island both hold plenty 
of fish. Finding them there often means keying on slicks. The breaks into 
deep water from the shallow flats around Wagner’s Bar and Dubb’s Island 
are also productive later in the day.

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
With warming air temperatures but still fairly cool water temperatures, 
the trout fishing in the LLM has remained consistent on flats with 
water ranging from about one to two-feet deep. We’re catching best 
in areas with an abundance of sandy potholes breaking up the grass 
on the bottom, where we’re finding lots of bait. Our best lure lately 
has been a plum/chartreuse KWiggler Ball-tail rigged on an eighth-
ounce screw-lock jighead. Since we’re fishing so shallow, we’re using 
pretty fast, erratic retrieves, and getting mostly reaction strikes. We’ve 
been finding redfish in most all the places where we have oyster 
shell surrounded by a muddy bottom. Our best bite has been along 
windward shorelines fairly late in the day, after the wind pushes 
small baitfish toward the bank. We’ve had plenty of days when we’ve 
been able to catch good numbers of reds out of just one pothole. 
For the reds, we’re using sixteenth-ounce jigheads with our plum/
chartreuse Ball-tails, working them slow, to keep them in contact with 
the bottom. Fluctuating tide levels and rising water temperatures 
will likely put the fish on the move, and deeper water should start to 
produce more bites as things heat up.
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The coast is your oyster.

Since the recent legalization of oyster 
farming in Texas, the coast is open for 

business. You can join this new industry!

Texas Sea Grant’s new oyster farming 
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 Permitting • Setting Up Farms • Growing Large, 
Delicious Gulf Oysters • And More! 
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It feels like ages ago that the entire country buckled down at home 
for months, keeping distance from others to avoid catching COVID-19. 
While those months of self-isolation may have felt unnatural, humans 
aren’t the only species that uses social distancing to stop a virus from 
spreading through a population. Take, for example, the Caribbean spiny 
lobster. These lobsters are normally social, sharing dens because there’s 
safety in numbers when predators come along. But if a healthy lobster 
discovers a sick one in a den, the healthy crustacean will clear out, taking 
its chances with predators on its own before exposing itself to a disease. 

Scientists observed this behavior both in the wild and in the lab. 
Underwater surveys found that 93% of spiny lobsters infected with 
the deadly Panulirus argus virus are solitary, compared to only 44% 
of healthy lobsters. In a lab experiment, scientists let spiny lobsters 
choose between an empty den and one occupied by another lobster. 
If the occupying lobster was healthy, the newcomer joined them. If 
the resident lobster was sick, the newcomer opted for the empty den. 
But when infected lobsters faced the same choice, they joined the sick 
lobster as often as the healthy one.

How can healthy lobsters tell who’s sick? The urine of infected lobsters 
contains chemicals that alert other lobsters to the infection, even 
before any symptoms appear. When scientists temporarily blocked the 
nephropores—organs that release urine—of sick lobsters, their healthy 
companions joined them, none the wiser. Of course, people don’t have 
antennae that can sense another’s infections, as lobsters do. But we can 
use our heads in other ways—like social distancing and developing 
vaccines and medications—to avoid illness just as 
well as spiny lobsters.

Social Distancing by Spiny Lobsters 

Healthy Caribbean spiny lobsters avoid sick lobsters. 
Credit: NOAA

TSFMAG.com   |   75



INGREDIENTS
1 Tablespoon olive oil
1 Tablespoon butter
3 large cloves garlic, smashed, or more to taste
1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper, or to taste
2 teaspoons Old Bay, or to taste
salt and ground black pepper to taste
2 Tablespoons lemon juice 
3 Tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
2 teaspoons lemon zest
2 pounds fresh black drum fillets

PREPARATION
Heat oil and butter in a large skillet over medium-low heat until 
warm, 2 to 3 minutes. Season fish with Old Bay, salt, and pepper. 
Add to heated skillet. 

Cook three minutes and flip. Add garlic and crushed red pepper.

Cook over medium heat until fish is fully cooked, 3 to 5 minutes. 
Pour lemon juice into skillet and spoon over fish. Reduce heat 
to low; add parsley and lemon zest. Flip fish to coat both sides. 
Remove and serve.

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530
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Tangy Lemon-Garlic Drum Fillets
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

When the unexpected happens 
boat owners expect to file an 
insurance claim to recover 
damages. However, it’s not always 
that easy. 

 We’ve seen a few instances lately 
where obvious lower unit damage 
occurred and the only remedy was 

replacing the lower unit. Some claims seem straight forward when 
there is damage from a collision and the obvious bent, fractured or 
gouged lower unit, and propeller tell the story. 

But not always! There are as many companies writing insurance 
as there are boat brands nowadays and, unfortunately, some seem 
more interested in protecting their bottom line more than their 
client’s best interests. What do you do when you have a claim and 
the insurance company sends out a marine surveyor or adjuster?  

Three important questions you should ask: Will I receive a 
copy of the surveyor’s report prior to the decision? May I or a 
representative be present when the surveyor is on site? May I 

record the inspection process?
You may not be aware that some insurance companies have 

become so cost-conscious that they send Uber drivers to take 
photos, or tell you they’re sending a certified marine surveyor to 
inspect the damage. What they do not tell you is that the person 
with the official sounding title is only there to take photos and write 
the case. The insurance company then makes an internal decision to 
avoid the expense of a professional on-site opinion. 

Some insurance companies look for any reason to deny a claim, 
hoping the boat owner will accept the decision because the majority 
of owners have neither the time or expertise to offer a challenge. 

Remember these things: Maintain your outboard motor with 
regular professional service. Keep detailed records. Your insurance 
company may not be your best friend.  

Have a safe and fun summer season!
Chris Mapp
Coastal Bend Marine | Port O’Connor, TX
Coastalbendmarine.com | 361-983-4841

WHEN INSURANCE COMPANIES
DON’T WANT TO PAY UP

AM
EX

361-785-3420
Monday – Friday  7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Subscribing for more than yourself? Please write additional information on a separate sheet of paper.

To order subscriptions simply fill this form out below 
and mail it to the address below, fax, email or go online.

SUBSCRIPTION 
FORM

FREE E-MAG 
WITH 

HARDCOPY 
PURCHASE

E-mail required

SUB0622

12 months print - $25.00
12 months digital only - $12.00
24 months print - $45.00

Auto Renewal available 
with all subscriptions!

361-792-4530
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TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters

Capt. Lynn Smith’s
Back Bay Guide Service

Port O’Connor Area

TROUT
REDFISH

FLOUNDER

Wade & 
Drifting 
the Back 

Bays & Surf

Call 361.983.4434  (cell 361.935.6833)
Email lynn@tisd.net (tswf.com/lynnsmith)

ON THE WATER
Saltwater Fishing Clinics

WITH
Capt. Robert Zapata

If you are having difficulty catching fish on a consistent basis, 
the clinic is designed for you. Learn Capt.Robert Zapata’s 

secrets to finding and catching more fish from his 25 years of 
experience as a professional fishing guide.

For Information Call 361-563-1160
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IN
THIS
BATTLE,
YOU
NOW
HAVE
THE
ADVANTAGE
OF
SHOCK
AND
AWE.

Best Saltwater Reel
ICAST 2020

The next generation of our workhorse 
spinning reel, the new PENN® Battle® III 
now features our proprietary CNC Gear™ 
Technology for ultimate durability, and
the proven HT-100™ Carbon Fiber Drag
System for ultimate control during the
fight. Available in nine different sizes, from
1000 to the new 10,000, and in select high 
speed models, it can handle any situation.
The new Battle® III. Fish won’t know what
hit them. PENN. LET THE BATTLE BEGIN.

©2022 Pure Fishing, Inc.



www.scbboats.com
A DIVISION OF

956-233-9489
®

10YEAR
H U L L  W A R R A N T Y

BACKED WITH OUR

®

DESIGN YOUR SCB ONLINE
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