
TIDE PREDICTIONS & SOLUNAR FEED TIMES INSIDE!

January 2022
Only $3.95

TSFMAG.COM

Concerns Arise 
Over Middle Coast 

OYSTER HARVEST
WINTER TROUT FISHING
SHOWING PROMISE

NEW
Middle & Lower Coast
PROPOSED
TROUT REGS





TSFMAG.com   |   1



 2   |   January 2022
L&S Bait Company • 1415 East Bay Drive • Largo, Florida 33771 • Tel 727-584-7691 • www.mirrolure.com

Paul Brown's 
Original Series

Suspending Twitchbaits

C-EYE™ PRO SERIES

Model length oz. hooks depth

FBP  3-1/2" 7/8 2 18-24"+
FBP –  Available Colors:  05, 08, 09, 10, 27, 53, 54, 55, 91, 98

The legendary lure of coastal fishing  
has a NEW look!
Paul Brown’s Fat Boy is now available in a NEW Pro Series.  
Fat Boy Pro is perfectly balanced, creating a very natural  
presentation in the shallows. This lure features a large flat-sided 
scaled prism insert for added flash, premium black nickel hooks 
and low-frequency rattle.  
 
Whether you are a recreational or tournament angler…tie on a Fat Boy 
Pro and make memories!

Paul Brown’s 
Fat Boy Pro — FBP-05
3-1/2” Long, 7/8 Oz.

“Sinking 
Twitchbait”

FBP-05 Purple Back/Silver Insert/
Chartreuse Belly/Orange Throat

FBP-53 Bone Back/Silver Insert/
Bone Belly/Orange Throat

FBP-08 Pink Back/Silver Insert/
Pink Belly

FBP-54 All Purple

FBP-09 Black Back/Gold Insert/
Orange Belly

FBP-55 Glow/Pearl

FBP-10 Black Back/Silver Insert/
Orange Throat

FBP-91 Chartreuse Back/Silver Insert/
Pearl Belly/Orange Throat

FBP-27 Orange Back /Silver Insert/
Chartreuse Belly/Orange Throat

FBP-98 Pink Back/Silver Insert/
Chartreuse Belly/Orange Throat

MirrOlure expands its Skin Series with four 
NEW Mullet Patterns.
Available in popular MirrOdine, MirrOdine XL, MirrOmullet 
and Catch JR models. The new mullet skin series matches a 
mullet, one of nature’s most sought after baitfish. With a twitching 
retrieve, these lures “come alive” in the water and are deadly on 
trophy gamefish. Tie on a Mullet and hold on!

MirrOmullet®
CS16MR-Mullet
3" Long, 3/8 Oz.

“ Surface Walker”

“ Suspending 
Twitchbaits”

MirrOdine®
CS17MR-Mullet
2-5/8" Long, 3/8 Oz.

Catch Jr.®
CS22MR-Mullet
3" Long, 3/8 Oz.

“ Suspending 
Twitchbaits”

MirrOdine® XL
CS27MR-Mullet
3-1/8" Long, 9/16 Oz.
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www.ShallowSportBoats.com

Draft on Plane   Draft at Rest  Hole Shot Draft4”             8”    8”

SPORT

The Pro’s ChoiceSPORT

The SPORT takes on rougher water with an unbelievably comfortable and dry ride. Hands down, the 
SPORT is our most popular model for guides and seasoned anglers.

Powered By

18 SPORT
(Image from Interactive Builder)

Best all-around fishing machine

$50,972.00
 Starting MSRP*

24 Sport | 21 Sport | 18 Sport

*MSRP PRICE MAY VARY BASED ON OPTIONS DISPLAYED AND/OR SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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After a slow bite on a cold morning, the 

sun came out and did its magic warming 
the flats. Heading back to the marina, we 

noticed an area with active mullet that 
proved very productive for Jim Mickey. We 

landed several big trout and redfish on plum 
Bass Assassins, all of which were promptly 

released. I applaud Jim’s sportsmanship and 
conservation ethic.  -Capt. David Rowsey  
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Happy New Year! Here’s hoping 2022 proves 
friendlier to the Texas fishing community than  
its predecessor.

The biggest topic right now in Texas fishing 
is the likelihood of temporary speckled trout 
regulations coming soon. I use the term temporary 
with respect to the fact that the proposal presented 
recently by Coastal Fisheries Division to the TPWD 
commissioners includes a sunset provision, after 
which trout regulations will revert to the current 
five fish bag limit.

In a nutshell: In effort to further boost 
spawning biomass, bag limits would be 
reduced to 3 trout per day with a slot limit of 
17- to 23-inches. No fish greater than 23-inches 
retained. The proposed regulatory changes would 
become effective sometime in spring 2022 and 
expire August 31, 2023.

If this looks familiar, it should. The proposed 
changes are the same as those enacted for 180 
days in the Laguna Madre in 2021, and for the same 
reason. For those who say, “TPWD only takes away 

and never gives back,” please go back and read the sunset provision… the 
proposed regulatory changes will expire August 31, 2023. If approved by 
the commission, the new regulations would again apply to the Laguna 

Madre, and extend northward to include East Matagorda.
Coastal Fisheries Division staff will be conducting scoping meetings in 

January to explain the proposals and seek public input. For any unable 
to attend in-person, opportunity to voice opinion will be available 
electronically via portal at www.tpwd.texas.gov.

Moving on, another situation of increasing concern to Texas anglers is 
the growing commercial oyster harvest in Middle Coast bays. For decades, 
the Galveston Bay System was the greatest source of oysters in Texas, and 
the majority of commercial oystering effort. Hurricane Ike back in 2008 
changed all that as Galveston’s oyster reefs were blanketed with heavy 
layers of silt and 80% of the producing reefs died. 

Since then there has been a tremendous shift of effort toward Middle 
Coast bays where oyster reefs continued to thrive. The resulting harvest 
pressure in Matagorda, San Antonio, and parts of the Aransas complex 
became enormous and unprecedented. It is the opinion of many 
recreational anglers and a long list of NGOs that over-harvest has been 
occurring in recent years, to the extent that many reefs are endangered 
beyond natural recovery. 

TPWD is seeking a solution to this problem but the issue is very complex 
with no easy fix available. For more information I encourage readers to 
check CCA’s Conservation Section on page 40 of this issue.

 I encourage everyone to get on the water, practice C&R on speckled 
trout, and please…Take a Kid Fishing!  

EDITORIAL

WELCOME TO 2022!

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

New Trout 
Regs Likely - 

January Update

@BatsonEnterprises

@TeamRainshadow batson@batsonenterprises.com

www.batsonenterprises.com

@BatsonEnterprises

@TeamRainshadow batson@batsonenterprises.com

www.batsonenterprises.com

ROD BLANKS

ENT

Team RainShadow’s Jameson Redding

Rainshadow’s new flagship blank series 
has arrived.  Batson Enterprises is proud 
to bring you Eternity RX10 rod blanks, 
the finest fishing instruments we have 
ever produced for discriminating bass, 
walleye, and inshore anglers.  We’re 
confident you’ll love fishing them as 
much as we do. 
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Frozen In O ur Memories
20 21



“D
on’t let the door hit ya in the…butt!” That’s what I told 
2020 on New Year’s last year but I’m not so sure if 2021 
doesn’t deserve an even harsher farewell. Between the 
freeze, floods, COVID and losing some of my dear friends 
and relatives, the year certainly could’ve been better. At 
least I’m still here to talk about it. So, as I’ve done every 

year for the past five or six, let’s go back in time – one month at a time.  
As usual, I spent the month of January fishing Galveston and Matagorda Bays. 

Overall, the trout fishing was good for numbers in both bay systems but my 
groups didn’t experience the quality that we did during the same time period in 
2020. We didn’t catch a trout over 5 ½ pounds the entire month. Another thing 
I noticed was that we caught fewer fish on hard baits compared to soft plastics. 
The reason may have been because the areas I chose to fish had smaller trout. It 
could’ve also been the fact that we still had lots of small shad and shrimp in our 
bays and the trout were focused on smaller forage.

STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN

Frozen In O ur Memories

Cold fronts like this one that recently 
dropped bay water temperatures into the 

upper-50s are great for the trout bite!

20 21



Early February fishing patterns were a continuation of the previous 
month with some decent catches in and around deeper guts near 
live shell with a few larger trout coming to hand. During the first 
week of the month there was weather media buzz of a severe arctic 
cold front forecasted to hit our area of the Texas Coast sometime 
around February 14th. I didn’t think much of it initially, but as 
the front drew closer and forecasts became more accurate we all 
became concerned. Images of fish killing freezes from decades ago 

played over and over again in our minds. We prayed this one would 
somehow spare us the devastation.

I headed down to our South Texas ranch on Friday February 12th to 
make the necessary preparations for a hard freeze. By mid-morning 
Saturday all our pipes were wrapped, water well was covered, feeders 
were filled, etc. I spent the rest of the day at a neighbor’s ranch doing 
what I could to prepare his place since he lives in Florida. The next 
morning (February 14th) I awakened to overcast skies and 37 degrees. 

I made coffee and then quietly rode around the ranch on 
the golf cart looking at deer and all of the other wildlife that 
South Texas has to offer. I must say it felt strange being in 
the middle of nowhere all alone. Peaceful, but strange.  

Late that night air temperatures plummeted to 14 
degrees and heavy snow began to fall throughout the night 
and into the next day. It wasn’t long before I lost power like 
many others across the state. I had a generator that was 
powerful enough to run some lights and a tiny space heater 
that generated about as much heat as a Bic lighter. I made 
many trips out to the truck to get warm and to charge my 
phone. Little did I know I would end up having to stay down 
there for another six days until everything was in good 
enough order to come home.  

Each night I would talk to friends and family making 
sure everyone was safe back home. With not much else 
to do I would peruse social media when I had cell service.  
By Wednesday, February 17th photos of dead fish started 
appearing. While most of the photos showed mixed species 

This little guy kept me company for the entire week while 
I was stuck at the ranch by myself during the freeze.
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there were clearly many speckled trout that perished, especially 
from East Matagorda and further south. Galveston Bay and Sabine 
Lake appeared to fare better, most likely because trout had easier 
access to deeper water, not to mention there had been a cold front 
five days before the big arctic front which gradually dropped water 
temperatures. This most likely caused our trout to stage very close to 
these deeper safe zones.  

I finally came home February 21st and ran my first charter since the 
freeze on February 23rd. The water temperature was 44°. I had two 
clients and we caught and released 16 trout to 4 pounds, 2 redfish, 

and several undersized trout and reds. There was one deep water 
area we could’ve stayed and probably caught and released 40 or so 
legal specks but I chose to not lean on them, especially given the 
circumstances. At this point in time I didn’t know how hard our trout 
population had been hit. No one did. The next day I had one client and 
our results were similar. Once again we released everything.

Early March fishing in Galveston Bay provided us with lots of action 
when the weather cooperated. Many of the trout we caught were 
still lingering in their winter haunts all the way into mid-March. We 
had some 40 fish days and we had some 8 fish days. As the month 

progressed we saw an increase in the number 
of undersized trout mixed in. Our best quality 
trout (up to 5 pounds) came while wading 
broken shorelines and the bayou mouths.  

By the end of March, we had released 172 
legal trout since the freeze and kept 22 over 
the course of 14 trips from February 23rd 
through March 31st. Keep in mind we weren’t 
fishing every day due to weather. In addition, 
I don’t believe in beating on the same schools 
of fish every day. There were many mornings 
where we’d catch 10 or so trout then move on 
to other areas. Based upon these results (and 
feedback from other fishermen) I concluded 
that our fishery had not been seriously 
impacted by the freeze. We most definitely 
lost some trout but apparently not nearly as 
many as our friends to the south.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
conducted surveys in an attempt to 
quantify fish mortalities and subsequently 
implemented emergency bag and length 
regulations – three trout from 17 to 23 
inches with none over 23 inches – from the 
JFK Causeway through the Lower Laguna 
Madre beginning April 1, 2021, and ending 
July 29, 2021. The emergency rule was then 
extended through September 27th and there 
is a current proposal that has been presented 
to the TPWD commissioners to expand 
the above mentioned bag limits and slot 
lengths to include all Texas waters beginning 
at the FM 457 bridge at Sargent (East 
Matagorda Bay), continuing and including 
the Lower Laguna Madre. This regulatory 
proposal could be adopted as early as 
January-February 2022 and remain in effect 
until August 31, 2023.  For more detailed 
information please visit www.tpwd.texas.gov.

Wading sandbars near troughs produced 
the best results during April. Our best days 
ranged anywhere from 15 to 20 legal trout 
and there was almost always a stray redfish 
and flounder in the mix. Saltwater Assassins 
and MirrOlure Lil Johns rigged on 1/16 ounce 
jigs worked better than other baits, most of 
the time. We had another exceptional shad 

Jay, Peter, and John had a blast catching plenty of reds, trout 
and flounder on a day when everything came together!

Mark Hooker with a very nice catch 
and release East Matagorda trout!

Chris Bridges with a beautiful late-
fall red he tricked on a tough day.

TSFMAG.com   |   11



hatch so most of our fish were suspended. In 
addition, the trout produced really well-defined 
slicks which is common when shad is their 
primary forage.

I spent most of May in three areas of 
Galveston Bay. The pattern in West Bay was still 
sandbars and guts, especially down toward San 
Luis Pass. We had a couple of really solid weeks 
in that area.  The birds also worked all month 
and some of the groups had some legal trout 
mixed with the pencils and sand trout. The 
most productive areas in East Bay and Lower 
Galveston Bay were over live oyster reefs. One 
noticeable difference compared to years past 
was that the schools of trout on the reefs were 
much smaller and they didn’t slick very much. I 
would hesitate to even call them schools.  Pods 
may be a more appropriate description.

There’s another major bay that I almost never 
mention anymore. Trinity Bay used to hold 
strong numbers of very good quality trout 
but fresh water inundation (primarily from the 
Trinity River) and habitat loss have stunted this bay’s productivity. It 
was finally starting to show promise in May especially along its eastern 
shoreline then heavy rains from Dallas and down through East Texas 
resulted in river flows upwards of 80,000 cubic feet per second. It was 
more bad news for fishermen who focus on that side of the bay.

Fishing in Lower Galveston Bay was already decent before Trinity 
Bay turned fresh but the wall of trout that was forced south and 
west was a huge shot in the arm. From late May through the entire 
month of June it wasn’t uncommon to catch 40 or 50 legal-sized trout 
before 9 AM. Most of the fish were in the 2 to 3 pound range with an 
occasional 4 pounder. Unfortunately, about two weeks into this “stack-
up” pattern, lots of guide boats and recreation anglers showed up to 
get in on the action. Who can blame them?  

I must say, July and August were very inconsistent for me. It was 
almost like the weather conditions had to be near perfect to have 
a really good day. We indeed had some great days but if there was 
too much southwest wind or the tides weren’t just right the fishing 
became a grind. I did find two pretty good schools of solid trout that 
would slick most days if we could get out to them. Like many of the 
schools and “pods” I found, they were mostly swimming around on the 
shallowest parts of the reefs. Even in the middle of August and during 
the heat of the day, this is when we experienced our best topwater 
bite on those reefs. This pattern would continue for us on into mid-
October as temperatures remained mild.

Once the cool fronts started pushing through and water 
temperatures dropped below 70° we started finding more fish on 
scattered shell and softer bottom areas, especially near bayou mouths 
and coves. Soft plastics were still king. Numbers of trout caught on our 
trips ranged from 12 to 18 legal fish per outing. There were a few days 
when the stars aligned and we caught 40 or so.  

Numbers of slot redfish finally started showing up from late-
October through November.  We caught the majority of them here in 
Galveston Bay while working birds. Most mornings we would catch 
trout drifting small reefs then head for areas where birds were working 
and drag soft plastics on the bottom for the reds. On my Matagorda 

trips we caught quit a few slot reds mixed with solid trout up to 4½ 
pounds wading and drifting live oyster reefs.  

I was also amazed at the numbers and size of flounder we caught 
“accidently” while fishing for trout. Some of them weighed almost 
6 pounds! Rattail Saltwater Assassins and MirrOlure Provokers 
worked beautifully all around the Galveston complex and also in 
East Matagorda. Chicken-On-A-Chain and Texas Roach were the 
best colors. They worked best rigged through the split belly on 1/16 
ounce jig heads.

As I conclude this article it’s almost December. A recent cold front 
has brought the water temperature down to 63° and there is another 
front slated to arrive a few days from now. As the water temperatures 
continue to drop we’ll most likely see most of the white shrimp leave 
the bays. This is typically the time when plugging away with mullet 
imitations like MirrOlure’s Paul Brown Corkys and Soft-Dines can 
produce big results.  I’ll let ya know next month! Happy New Year! 

CO
N

TA
C

T

Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Plugging for Winter Trout

Andrew Shaffer released this 
5-plus pounder on a recent trip!

Jim Wilson with a solid CPR 
speck from East Matagorda!
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The Crew
& their



W
hen they decided to fish tournaments, Billy 
Dobbins proclaimed himself captain of the 
crew. This came as no surprise to his teammates, 
friends, and followers, all of whom call him Brat. 
Barely five feet tall, Brat drives a monster truck 
the color of midnight, with fat, knobby tires, and 

black spoke rims. His go-fast boat has enough horses hanging off the transom 
to run a rodeo; it passes the others in a blur, trailing a shiny white rooster tail 
like a superhero’s cape.

Though Brat will never admit the fact, everyone else recognizes the best 
fisherman in the crew—Billy’s younger brother Bobby. Bubba Dobbins refuses 
to use bait. He never carries a net, almost always throws soft plastics. If pressed, 
Bubba utters his simple mantra in a deliberate drawl: “All I need is a drop.”

The Dobbins’ third wheel, Wesley Akers, doesn’t fish nearly as much as his 
two partners. Mostly, he agreed to join the crew so he can say he runs with the 
cool kids.  On the web, he likes to brag when the results of an event allow it. 
Ol’ Country Akers never misses an opportunity to comment about something 
controversial on Facebook; he enjoys the stress his caustic remarks generate. 
When fishing with his boys, he tries to follow Brat’s orders, though he doesn’t 
always remember exactly what he’s told. 

STORY BY KEVIN COCHRAN

Choices



During the last tournament of the summer in 
the year after Covid came, things didn’t play out 
the way Brat planned them. Like many others held 
these days, the event allowed each team to weigh 
one trout, one red and one flounder; the highest 
combined total weight would decide the winner. 
They could split up after leaving the dock, but had to 
embark and return together.

After the captain’s meeting, Brat told the others what 
he intended to do, like he always does. After launching 
in the line near the JFK Causeway, he’d drop Bubba off 
on a spoil south of Bird Island, to try to get the right red. 
Then, he’d race into and through most of the Land Cut, 
where he’d leave Country at the end of the channels 
in El Toro, with a bucket of live croakers, to try to pull 
a big trout. The skipper’s run would end near Gladys 
Hole, where he would also work on the trout. Around 
the middle of the day, he’d come back for the other two, 
and they’d fish together for the flounder, on the way in.

When Bubba donned his gear and prepared to jump 
off the boat beside the shallow hump lying alongside 
the ditch, his older brother picked a gold spoon out 
of a container on the console and offered it to him.  
Bubba shook his head and grunted; Brat hissed and 
tossed the shiny lure back into the cup. They needed 
no words to solve the dispute, one they encountered 
in every event. The younger Dobbins would contend 
he didn’t need no stinkin’ spoon; he’d get the job done 
with the trusty pack of paddletails in his shirt pocket.

Bubba did notice the bungee cord wrapped around 
one of the hydraulic anchors when he hopped off the 
deck and into the lagoon.  “You didn’t get that fixed?” 
he asked the captain. “The guy at the shop said the 
parts are on backorder, but it don’t matter. We fished 
for years with just one anyway,” Brat answered, before 
lifting the other anchor and busting off.

Standing beside the ditch in El Toro, Country could 
still hear the roar of Brat’s motor moving off when he 
spotted a tall wake, then watched some bait fly out 
of the water, just outside his casting range. He could 
tell the fish causing the ruckus wasn’t likely a trout, 
but curiosity got the better of him. After all, he had all 
morning to get a good trout. As quickly as he could, 
he replaced the gear on the end of his line with a 
soft plastic and chunked it past a mixed raft of frantic 
mullet, ballyhoo, and needlefish.

When the lure passed under the bait, near the 
precise place where he’d seen the previous explosion, 
the anticipating angler felt an improbably hard 
whack and set the hook. In a nanosecond, all hell 
broke loose, and whitewater flew from one side of 
the ditch to the other, propelled by the head of an 
agitated Silver King. Country had no experience 
catching tarpon, but any idiot would recognize one 
by the flexing fury of its flared gill and the silly size of 
its eye. When the perturbed predator tasted the hook, 
it sped past the man with a whoosh, determined to 

Beau Blackard posing with a monster trout caught on a 
strawberry/black FatBoy while fishing with the Captain.

Lance Abel shows off a pretty January trout caught a few years back, while fishing with Captain Kev.

Scott Bryant caught this trout during the winter holidays, 
providing evidence of the excellence of the time frame.
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escape the cramped confines in which its feeding routine had been 
so rudely interrupted.

Before the dude with the suddenly wrong rod could do anything 
to try and stop it, the powerful fish stripped every inch of line off 
the reel, snapped the knot and left him with a spinning spool. 
Stunned, he cussed out loud, and his chin dropped to his chest. He 
now had no way to fish until Brat returned with the boat and his 
backup rig, which he had left in its holder, figuring he wouldn’t need 
it. Mumbling under his breath, Akers freed all the croakers from 
their plastic prison and crawled under a shady brush pile to hunker 
down.   Swatting at biting flies and sipping tepid water from a bottle 
all morning, he felt like a pioneer lost somewhere in the Sonoran 
Desert in an old Spaghetti Western. 

South of him, Brat hit the button on the remote fob to set the 
anchor when he reached the proper point upwind of the juicy set 
of potholes not far from Gladys Hole, where he’d been catching 
some really solid trout all summer. The pump on the anchor failed to 
activate. Figuring he had a weak or bad fob, the young man pushed 
the button several more times, then tried the switch on the console, 
but got the same results.  

The motor would work to move the pole up, but not to send it 
down. Never much of a handyman, Brat didn’t realize he might 
be able to move the relays around and save the day; he did know 
enough to accurately predict he had a relay problem. When he 
looked at the tangled strands of wires and switches, he could see 
plenty of crust and corrosion.

“Oh well,” he said aloud to himself, acknowledging the fact he no 
longer carries a conventional anchor. “I guess I’ll have to catch ‘em 
on the drift.” Before rigging up the first croaker, he looked at the 
depth reading on his GPS to confirm what he already knew—even 
Sasquatch couldn’t wade this spot.

Brat did start catching some trout while making slow drifts 
through the sandy spots breaking up the grass; a couple measured 
just over the minimum of twenty inches required to weigh them. 
He began to believe he’d find one of the bigger trout he knew likely 
swam close by. But as he culled a fish from the live well at the end of 
a drift, he watched another angler idle into the area upwind of the 
sweet spot, put both spikes down and block access to the spot.

The captain of the crew did his best to find another set of 
potholes holding a trout of the kind they’d need, but he failed, and 
when he ran out of croakers, he raced back to El Toro to get Country. 
Parched and embarrassed, Akers laughed when he told the boss 
what had happened; Brat didn’t crack a smile.  

When they approached Bubba on the shallow spoil, they could 
see he had a red on his stringer. As they got close, they could tell it 
stretched into the middle of the slot, at best.

“That’s it?” Brat snarled.
“Shut up. Just shut up. I found plenty up shallow early. Musta 

caught 20, but most were barely legal. Had three or four like this 
one, about 25. After the bite died down on the spine, I saw a school 
of bigger fish out deep. But when I tried to wade out there to cast at 
‘em, the water was up to my tits, and the bag of worms musta floated 
out of my pocket. Anyway, I turned back. Caught like a dozen more 
small keepers up here on this.” He showed his two teammates the 
fuzzy, inch-long remnants of the only worm he’d thrown all day.

Country chuckled again; the captain did not.
“I guess it’s all on the flounder,” the leader of the crew said. “Let’s 

go find us a slab.”
Before the three lined up on the edge of their favorite channel 

running off the ICW to begin working paddletails along the edge of 
the drop-off, Brat offered his brother a landing net. Bubba smiled 
wide, refusing it; Brat hissed again.

The younger Dobbins noticed the water wasn’t moving much. 
“This is gon’ be tough,” he predicted, shaking his head.

“Country, remember what I told you. Don’t step off that edge. The 
bottom’s like pudding. And I ain’t jokin’,” Brat warned the third wheel.

“Aye, aye, Skipper!” the soldier saluted.
After an hour passed with only a couple bites and misses for 

Bubba, none for the others, Brat returned to the boat. Bubba heard 
the “psssst” when a beer can popped.

“What the hell?” the younger brother asked. “You know we ain’t 
supposed to start drinkin’ ‘til after we weigh our fish.” Country 
giggled; Brat drained the can in one long chug.

Moments later, Bubba felt a sharp tap. He waited a couple seconds, 
then went full-on Mike Iaconelli on the fish. After winning a short 
fight, he succeeded in pulling the long, fat flatfish in close. As was his 
custom, he grabbed his stringer, intending to impale the fish on it.  

When the flounder appeared sluggish enough and came to the 
surface right in front of him, Bubba took dead aim and stabbed at 
the center of it as hard as he could. Truth is, the spike on his stringer 
had dulled over time, and it failed to penetrate the fish’s flesh.  
With desperate urgency, both ends of the flounder’s body shook 
in spasms, creating a slushing, shimmering orb of foam, which 
engulfed and temporarily blinded the man. As often happens, the 
hook pulled out, and the potential prize pig disappeared into the 
depths, free again.

Wesley Akers had turned to take a look. “Hey Brat,” he sheepishly 
said, breaking the new silence. “Bring me one of them cold beers.”

“Ha,” the captain snapped. “Come git it yourself.”
“Can’t. Both my legs are stuck in the same hole in the puddin’.”
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a full-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Best stimulator of a trout bite

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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Jonah Lemoine with 
a stud winter redfish.



I
n case you haven’t noticed, 2021 took its own sweet time 
switching gears to winter, in fact it stayed downright 
balmy into December, which has been a blessing for 
those individuals dedicated enough to still be fishing. 
Traditionally, winter fishing rides a “hype train” of sorts, 
the entire coast gets giddy as everyone searches for that 

magical trophy fish that dreams are made of. Unfortunately, this 
year is shaping up to be the exception rather than the norm thanks 
to myriad weather events that have shifted the patterns and made 
things far less predictable. 

Now I cannot speak for the rest of the coast but for those of us who 
call the upper part home, this winter may be more about discovery 
than anything else. Don’t get me wrong, there will still be plenty 
of folks chasing fish and you can bet there will be a few legitimate 
giants landed, but they will unfortunately be few and far between. 
In the meantime, many anglers will take the opportunity to explore 
some different areas while hunting for that big fish. The winter is one 
of the absolute best times to locate new areas to fish for a couple of 
reasons; ultra-low tides will expose hidden structure, and super clear 
water will allow you to see much more than normal. Both conditions 
are extremely helpful to anglers who are willing to take advantage of 
them as discovering new areas always pays dividends later in the year.

There are several techniques that we have used over the years 
to help in the “winter discovery process” but many of them have 
become almost obsolete given that today’s electronics will show 
you nearly everything you might hope to find. Before we had such 
sophisticated electronics, we spent time just idling around dragging 
conduit on a chain and listening for the shell when we went over it. 
Another less time consuming was following the oyster boats, they 

were obviously a dead giveaway as to where the shell or structure 
was located. With the sensitivity of today’s depth finders and other 
electronics, anglers need to do little more than be willing to idle 
around and pay attention to the screen while saving the locations for 
future reference when the time comes.

Winter fishing on the Texas coast, especially January, would 
probably be best described as a case of Haves and Have Nots. You 
either have fish or you don’t. Wintertime fishing can go from brutal 
and monotonous to epic in the blink of an eye and its incredible 
when it happens. Hours of endless empty casts can all be erased 
with one bite, if it’s the right bite. The countless hours of feeling like 
you got kicked in the teeth disappear the instant that one good fish 
breaks the surface and takes some drag before coming to hand. It’s 
exactly what keeps you coming back despite the less than desirable 
weather you sometimes must endure.

While most winter anglers will devote their time to chasing speckled 
trout there are a few who prefer the bigger pull and more consistent 
results that redfish provide. The Sabine area has been about as good 
as anyone can remember for chasing redfish this year and that trend 
continues as we head into 2022. Big schools of upper-slot reds have 
been a mainstay for weeks in the open water and many have decided 
to continue up the rivers. Local bass fishermen get a workout this time 
of the year as the redfish continually crash their party. I always enjoy 
seeing the smile on the faces of those bass guys when they find the 
redfish and actually latch onto something that will pull drag. 

A tried-and-true pattern for catching the winter redfish actually 
stems from the bass fishing world and centers around crankbaits. 
Many hours, casts, and miles will be covered as anglers chunk and 
wind crankbaits all along shoreline structure in the Sabine and Neches 

STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE
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your Januaryyour January
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rivers. Rat-L-Traps of 1/2 and 3/4 ounce, Hoginars, or any variety of 
small square-billed crankbaits will draw vicious strikes from cruising 
redfish during winter. The standard pattern of keying on tide changes 
is preferred as those redfish, along with all the other fish, generally 
become much more active with moving water present. Long casts 
parallel to the shoreline tend to produce better as redfish will cruise 
up and down the banks along the depth breaks while following bait. 
This pattern isn’t for the meek because it involves tons of casts and just 
generally covering a lot of water, but it certainly produces. All it takes 
is that first big thump and initial run to warm up cold-numbed fingers.

Speaking of discovery, I have to share one I made recently and 
that’s the lineup of rods from Temple Fork Outfitters. For years 
TFO has been associated with high-quality fly rods and fly reels, 
and rightly so. They make some of the nicest gear on the market. 
What you may not know about TFO is how nice their conventional 
spinning and casting rods are. I took one of their travel rods recently 
to Mexico and caught everything from tuna and bonita to snapper 
and grouper without missing a beat.

TFO is unique in the fact that they carry everything from fly rods 
to travel rods and most everything in between. Their line of fresh and 
saltwater rods in both spinning and casting are impressive, especially 
when you look at them for the first time and realize what a sleeper 
they are in today’s market. I have really enjoyed the TFO spinning rods 
this winter when dealing with the big redfish that have been stomping 
around Sabine Lake. These rods are light and have plenty of backbone 
to wear fish down while still capable of long, accurate casts. If you have 
never looked into the TFO lineup do yourself a favor and check them 
out, they’ll certainly surprise you. 

As 2022 gets underway we can all look forward with great 
anticipation for what’s to come. With just a hint of cooperation from 
the weather-guessers, the winter program we have all been waiting 
on will come to fruition and we will all be the beneficiaries of some 
outstanding fishing. Just like the saying goes “you can’t catch them 
from the couch” so don’t overlook the opportunities that are there 
for the taking this month. Please keep in mind that cold water can 
be dangerous, and hypothermia is real. Wear your PFD and don’t 
take unnecessary chances. If you get the chance to go, be prepared, 
and if possible, take a youngster or someone new to the sport. You’ll 
be glad you did.

TFO spinning rods doing work on oversized redfish.

Plenty of small, healthy trout in Sabine Lake gives great hope for 2022. CO
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Treble Hook Modifications – 
Two Can Be Better Than Three
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State Water  Snapper

Searching for artificial reefs 
within sight of land off the coast.



R
ed snapper found in Texas state waters, going out 
nine miles, were in the news recently after harvest 
was closed for the first time in history during half 
of November and all of December last year. One 
suspects it had little impact on Texas fishermen, 
who largely have other interests during autumn. 

The Feds reported there were too many snapper harvested off the Texas coast in 
2020, a result of the weather in June being unusually calm. (They count on it being 

windy). There were also thousands of new boats sold in 2020, often to eager fishermen. 
So, we’re back to state water fishing—catching snapper within sight of land where 

populations of fish on these reefs spikes during winter. These inshore spots are worked over 
by summer crowds, but in winter it’s a different ball game. Boating and fishing pressure is 
light because Texas outdoorsmen are mostly hunkered down in deer stands and duck blinds, 
hardly giving a thought to offshore fishing. As fishing pressure dwindled (especially last 
autumn) in chilly weather, more fish ease onto these artificial reefs that were left there by 
accident or design. The trick is timing a trip between cold fronts, when the Gulf is calm.

Options for where to fish have never been better; there are the relatively new artificial 
reefs built within sight of land, deliberately sited to avoid federal regulations. These spots 
can be looked up online, starting with Artificial Reefs Interactive Mapping Application 
published by Texas Parks and Wildlife. Multiple structures can be explored by boat, until 
there is a show of fish on the bottom recorder. Then it’s time to anchor up and get busy.

A bonus: There are also many shrimpboats and other vessels sunk out there over the 
years, though one wonders how long the older wooden hulls have survived on bottom 

STORY BY JOE RICHARD
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with pounding of hurricanes 
from recent years. (If my counting 
was accurate, Port Arthur was 
evacuated eight times in 13 years, 
entirely from storms, except for 
one refinery leak. Making it the 
most evacuated city in America.) 
Perhaps searching for small 
shipwrecks in relatively shallow 
coastal waters is no longer a good 
idea. The deeper wrecks are more 
protected from storms. 

There are also natural rock 
formations offshore in state waters, 
starting near Port Mansfield and 
running north for a few miles. 
That’s a rare thing off the Texas 
coast, since most “snapper rocks” 
are found farther out in federal 
waters. Good-sized snapper are 
sometimes found on those state-
water rocks even in summer, and 
I’ve always wondered how good 
the action there would be during 
winter. Those fish are even caught from kayaks… 

Most of my winter fishing for snapper in state waters happened 
each year off the Galveston beachfront. We’d run out there in 

somewhat small boats on flat days and felt fairly safe, with dry land 
only 15-20 minutes away. If a winter storm loomed on the horizon, or 
even an unexpected harsh wind showed up, I felt no hesitation about 
sprinting for the beach and dealing with it there. Either by arriving 
just off the surf line and running calm water back to the jetties, as 
we have done before, or jamming that baby right onto the beach, 
which we never had to resort to. Long ago we decided that boats are 
expendable and people are not. 

Anyway, someone gave us the GPS numbers to the old, so-called 
car body reef off Galveston. Concrete pipes had been added in 1962, 
material that would last much longer than actual car bodies, which 
may or may not have been cleaned of oil before sinking; today even 
the idea of sinking cars out there is hugely frowned upon and for 
good reason. 

The old fashioned method of fishing these spots is to reach the 
correct GPS numbers, circle a number until the depth finder shows 
a decent bump on bottom with fish. The image could be magnified 
if you cancel out the top 40 feet of water, which is empty in winter, 
magnifying instead the bottom 10 feet of water. When something 
promising shows on the screen, quickly toss a buoy and use that for 
a visual reference. Circle the buoy out to 30 yards, for more bottom 
targets. There are all sorts of electronic aids for doing the same job, but 
I still like that old-fashioned buoy. If a boat’s electronics short out, then 
head for the nearest gas platform and tie up. Especially in winter, fish 
will gather there. Some of these state platforms are really old, covered 
in fish-attracting marine growth down below; they weren’t subject to 
the fed’s big harvest of offshore platforms in recent years. 

After tossing the buoy, you can judge which way the current is 
running: Ease up to the buoy and slap the engines in neutral and drift 
30 yards. Then drive straight to the buoy and pass it another 30 yards, 
and drop a good anchor and chain. Pay out anchor rope and back 
the engines down close to the buoy. Wind and waves complicate this 
easy task, and it may require several attempts. At least the water is 

Snapper congregate over a sunken vessel off the coast.

A double-header of winter snapper on a calm day.
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shallow compared to further offshore, 
so anchoring isn’t such a chore. Glassy, 
calm conditions are obviously ideal. 
Although in winter it can happen in thick 
sea fog, which can cause headaches and 
hazards. (Fifty years ago, out of high 
school, we made our early trips out there 
without even a compass, fishing the rigs 
in winter. Sure enough, about 4 p.m., 
thick sea fog crept in from offshore. We’d 
sprint back to the jetties and sometimes, 
just barely won the race. 

Bait: We often start off with frozen 
squid for bait. It’s a favorite of sand 
trout, croaker, slot redfish and whiting 
that inhabit these same structures. We 
iced the bigger fish and filleted the 
sand trout, using very fresh cut bait that 
snapper couldn’t ignore. Bigger snapper 
ate the sand trout heads. 

Gear: Years ago we used silvery Mustad 
circle hooks that were dull as dishwater. 
Today’s hooks, much improved, are 
deadly sharp. We now use Mustad’s 
Demon Perfect Ultra Point 6/0 circle 
hooks for state water fishing. They’re 
a little small for sow snapper, but will 
seriously catch everything else. If a school 
of big snapper are busting tackle, you 
want a pool cue rod, 80 pound line, and 
bigger circle hooks for that job. That’s 
why we always bring a variety of tackle 
sizes out there. And half a coffee can full 
of 8 ounce lead weights. Or even bigger, 
if the current is fast. They will generally 
reach bottom in 50 feet very quickly. I rig 
up three circle hooks on one rod, drop 
that bait down and set the rod in a holder, 
where it can quiver and bounce away, 
catching multiple fish. 

With luck, it’s a sunny calm day and 
you might even catch some (sun) rays 
out there before starting back. But be 
prepared if the weather turns, which can happen suddenly on Texas 
winter days. One January we fished the POC big jetties, caught some 
sun and fish, and within three hours there was a building north wind 
(coming straight from Port Lavaca) that caused whitecaps and three 
hypothermia fatalities on a big johnboat that was swamped while 
crossing Matagorda Bay. Seaworthy vessels are a must when winter 
fishing, because hypothermia is a constant hazard. 

Which is why I carry a survival bag during winter. Just the basics, a 
good flashlight, factory-folded tarp, plenty of waterproofed matches, 
soup, beans, spoons, chocolate, and whatever else can be carried that 
will help ease the guys through a difficult night if stranded on a beach. 
And don’t forget that small, portable phone charger battery. Without 
your phone, you can’t communicate or use that Nav-X map to show 
your location and how to navigate home in the fog. 
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He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD

Snapper prowl over sand bottom near an artificial reef.

Snapper being deflated of air, before getting released.

TSFMAG.com   |   25



L
ast winter’s freeze had a name – it was Uri. It was not a 
shot across the bow of Texas’ sportfisheries, but rather 
a full broadside. As our late friend Billy Sandifer was 
famous for saying, “Mother Nature is a…”, well, “cruel.” 
He obviously used more colorful terminology, but his 
point was spot-on. She certainly reminded us how 

fragile even a healthy ecosystem is, and lots of trout anglers got that 
message loud and clear last February. One day we were enjoying great 
winter fishing, then overnight we watched as millions of dead fish 
began littering shorelines.

On top of natural events, most anglers would agree there is more 
recreational fishing pressure on our coastal fisheries than ever before, 
unwelcome news for those looking to find a quiet stretch of shoreline. 
The human population projections for our state show enormous 
growth over the next few decades, especially in our coastal regions. 
There are a multitude of ideas on how to mitigate the impact of 
increased angling pressure both now and in the future. One of the 
most common suggestions is that Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) 
should simply increase coastal fish stocking efforts. Certainly, hatcheries 
can play a role in enhancing our fisheries; however, the future of 
sportfish management is not that simple and goes well beyond any 
one technique. Future fisheries management must take a multifaceted 
approach by using science-based decision making and angler-based 
stewardship to maintain the sustainability of our sportfisheries. There 
are a lot of moving parts, requiring anglers, managers, and researchers 
to work together to ensure a positive outcome. 

Fish stocking efforts have a long history, and experience has taught 
us that stocking success depends heavily on the species in question 
and environmental conditions in general. Nationwide, the contributions 
of stocking programs have ranged from being negligible to a “saving 
grace.” In Texas, stocking programs have increased potential for 
certain species like Southern Flounder, which have a naturally lower 
reproductive capacity than Spotted Seatrout or Redfish. For comparison, 
a mature female Redfish has a massive body cavity that houses ovaries 

capable of producing ~20 million eggs annually. To be clear, the natural 
mortality rate for most fish species’ hatchlings/juveniles is usually 
around 99%. This means that out of the millions of eggs produced by 
each Redfish every year, maybe only a few individuals survive to join the 
adult population. Even with this staggering natural juvenile mortality, 
species like Redfish and Spotted Seatrout have the reproductive 
potential to naturally overcome natural mortality events like the freeze 
if human-based pressures are temporarily reduced. We must just be 
patient enough for the recovery to happen (although stocking Spotted 
Seatrout after the freeze could potentially speed up recovery). Unlike 
Redfish and Spotted Seatrout, Southern Flounder have evolved to lay 
flat and thus must stuff all their organs into a tiny body cavity which 
leaves little room for extensive gonad development. This biological 
attribute, coupled with Texas being at the edge of the Southern 
Flounder’s preferred range, means that most female Southern Flounder 
in Texas can only produce ~350,000 eggs annually. This has negative 
implications for the overall reproductive potential of Texas’ Southern 
Flounder population, especially in the face of increasing fishing 
pressure. It is also the exact type of situation in which stocking could be 
used in conjunction with other efforts to help the species recover. That 
being said, Southern Flounder have presented unique obstacles when 
scaling up hatchery production, although these challenges might be 
overcome in the near future. Even in the best scenarios, we cannot rely 
on stocking alone to solve all our fishery challenges, especially when it 
comes to increasing sportfish recruitment, (baby fish that are entering 
the population after hatching), to offset rising fishing pressure. 

I was told growing up to not discuss a problem without also 
suggesting a viable solution. Fortunately, Texas’ naturally productive 
waters offer us an answer for recruit supply concerns. Many of our 
sportfish species, including Redfish and Southern Flounder, are 
estuarine dependent. Boiled down, that means that adult fish will leave 
our bays through tidal inlets such as the Aransas Channel to spawn 
just offshore. The young recruits will then return through the inlets 
into seagrass, marsh, and oyster “nursery habitats” to mature. These 

STORY BY  QUENTIN HALL
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nursery habitats and tidal inlets like the Aransas Channel are “Mother 
Nature’s Hatchery”, a classic example of Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). EFH 
is a scientific term used to describe “waters and substrate necessary 
to fish for spawning, breeding, feeding or growth to maturity,” and its 
importance is legally recognized in the Magnuson-Stevens Act. The 
potential natural productivity of Texas’ marine EFH is tremendous. For 
example, one Redfish recruit can be found in every 10 square feet of 
seagrass. Extrapolate that across all available nursery habitat in our 
bays, and the production potential exceeds any conceivable hatchery or 
stocking program. Conserving and restoring these nursery habitats is a 
critical tool to help ensure stable and sustainable sportfish populations. 

In addition to stocking programs and habitat conservation, 
managers have several other tools at their disposal. The most obvious 
and probably most loathed is new regulatory measures. Most of us do 
not like to be overregulated; however, these restrictions are in place to 
maintain the sustainability of our resources. Luckily, and I say this from 
personal experience as an independent fisheries professional, TPWD 
is very committed to ensuring angler access to Texas’ sportfisheries 
and restrictive regulatory changes are never the first option on their 
list. It is this “access first” management style that makes TPWD one of 
the finest state conservation agencies in the country. Interestingly, 
many recreational anglers in Texas believe regulations should be even 
stricter for Spotted Seatrout. Texas’ anglers also rejected increasing 
bag limits for Redfish in the past, as they preferred conserving the 
resource over keeping a few additional fish. This increase in angler-
requested regulation ties in well with the final management tool 
discussed in this article. 

Perhaps the newest tool on the management scene is angler 
engagement. Anglers are eager to do the right thing and just need 
to be given the tools and information to practice wise stewardship of 
the resource. For this reason, angler engagement is quickly becoming 
one of the most important facets in fisheries 
research and sustainable management 
programs. We won’t need as many restrictive 
regulations in the future if everyone practices 
sound conservation measures in the present. 
While recreational anglers have always been 
the cornerstone of fisheries conservation, 
their formal inclusion into fisheries research 
and management development has been 
very recent. Angler engagement can take 
many forms, including direct involvement in 
research programs. Simply put, how much more 
effective is our research when anglers are aware 
of it, understand it, and implement it? Likewise, 
how much more effective can our research 
be when we tap into the expansive first-hand 
fisheries knowledge that so many recreational 
anglers possess? It is worth noting that many 
of this magazine’s contributors are active 
participants in this realm. These folks have been 
trained by decades of on-the-water experience 
and know what it takes to ensure a healthy 
fishery. While these programs are still in their 
infancy, our research has already shown angler 
engagement programs will lead to healthier 
fisheries, better stakeholder communication, 

The Sportfish Center has partnered with Hook Down Charters’ Captain Wayne 
Davis to initiate a pilot study examining Texas’ rebounding snook populations. 

Captain Wayne’s expertise has led to an ever-increasing number of tagged 
snook and an expanding dataset shedding light on snook movement patterns 

within the state. This study would not be possible without his extensive 
on-the-water experience and is a perfect example of angler engagement in 
which Citizen Scientists contribute directly to research programs. Captain 

Wayne is a fish-tagging machine and we’re lucky to have his support.

Captain Patrick Somerville (right), owner of White Lightning Sportfishing, and the Sportfish Center’s Assistant 
Director, Dr. Matthew Streich (left), with a freshly tagged juvenile ling. Captain Somerville volunteered his 
time and fuel while helping our researchers chase fish during the Lonestar Ling project. He even rewarded 

his clients for tagging and releasing ling while running his charter business. Captain Pat has become a friend 
to our group and is huge supporter of sportfish research. I’m also confident he is going to call and ask why I 

didn’t take pictures of all the mature ling he helped us catch – Sorry buddy, I’ll take more next time! 
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and higher angler satisfaction overall. This is why the Sportfish Center is 
dedicating so much effort to connecting anglers, researchers, managers, 
and fishing industry leaders! 

Natural mortality events like the freeze, increasing fishing pressure, 
and the fact that a finite number of healthy inlets and fish nurseries 
remain, means that we must conserve what we have to maintain healthy 
sportfisheries. If our nursery habitats remain expansive, our inlets 
flow with clean water, and anglers are engaged to practice wise 
stewardship of our resources, our sportfisheries have more than 
a fighting chance at long-term sustainability. While management 
and research organizations are great, everyday anglers are truly the first 
responders for any fishery and are pivotal to sustainability. The Sportfish 
Center remains committed to informing and equipping anglers to 
perform best fishing practices to ensure widespread conservation of 
our sportfisheries. Cooperation and communication between anglers, 
managers, and researchers remain the most powerful tools for ensuring 
the health of Texas’ sportfisheries.  

Quentin Hall is the Angler Engagement Coordinator for the Center for 
Sportfish Science and Conservation at the Harte Research Institute. He 
turned his lifelong fishing and hunting habits into a career, receiving 
dual bachelor’s degrees in Animal Science and Fisheries Management 
from the University of Missouri and his M.S. in Marine Biology from Texas 
A&M – Corpus Christi. While Quentin’s research focuses on a variety of 
studies ranging from juvenile sportfish recruitment dynamics to sportfish 
movements, his true passion is connecting anglers with the science 
supporting their fisheries. 

In addition to the Sportfish Center and the Harte Research Institute, the 
Texas A&M - Corpus Christi campus is home to the Islander Anglers, a student 

organization dedicated to current students who pursue our sport. These 
enterprising young anglers reached out to the Sportfish Center volunteering 

their services to tag fish, even raising money for the tags by themselves. Since 
that time, these highly skilled student-anglers have been tagging fish on the 

Sportfish Center’s behalf, including this nice Atlantic Tarpon landed by Islander 
Angler Daniel Marquez (right) and his friend Kevin Loper (nice fish guys!). The 
Islander Angler’s tagging data is directly contributing to the Sportfish Center’s 

Sportfish Tagging Initiative, a cutting-edge effort to determine migration 
patterns and essential habitat for multiple sportfish species. 
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B
y now, all Texas anglers are aware that 
Winter Storm Uri blasted our coast 
with prolonged north winds and frigid 
temperatures this past February. Air 
temperatures along the coast remained 
mostly below freezing for several days, 

and water temperatures plummeted to dangerous levels 
for many species of gamefish – especially spotted seatrout.

Middle and Lower Coast bays took the brunt of it, 
with fish kills of varying proportions from Matagorda all 
the way to South Padre. Galveston and Sabine fared far 
better; given that their greater average depths provided 
thermal refuge that recreationally important species 
were denied farther south.

TPWD’s Coastal Fisheries Division were quick to 
respond, enacting a set of emergency regulations 
to reduce recreational harvest of speckled trout that 
became effective April 1, 2021 and were subsequently 
extended through September 27, 2021. 

Daily bag limits were reduced to three fish per 
day (from five) with a slot length of 17- to 23-inches 
(formerly 15- to 25-inches). The purpose of the measure 
was to further conserve the spawning biomass that 

had survived the freeze. Those emergency regulations 
expired on September 27 and the prior five-fish bag limit 
was re-instated. 

TPWD conducts annual population surveys during 
spring. No surprise, the surveys revealed a 30% decline of 
adult trout in the Laguna Madre, compared to the prior 
10 year average. Notable declines approaching 40% were 
also seen in the Matagorda and San Antonio bay systems, 
although there was speculation as to whether those 
data might have been skewed by fresh water inundation 
during the period in which the surveys were conducted.

What’s Next?
Continuing to recognize that speckled trout stocks would 
need additional assistance in order to recover as quickly 
as possible to pre-freeze levels on the Middle Coast 
and Laguna Madre, Coastal Fisheries staff presented a 
proposal to the TPWD Commission requesting another 
set of temporary trout regulations. Basically, it would 
renew the original emergency bag limits for the Laguna 
Madre, to include Middle Coast bays as far north as East 
Matagorda. If approved, the regulation would take effect 
sometime in spring 2022 and expire August 31, 2023. 

NEW TROUT REGULATIONS LIKELY 
FOR MIDDLE AND LOWER COASTS

T S F M A G  S T A F F  A R T I C L E

Photo captured Feb 26, 
2021; what we saw that 
day was heartbreaking.
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The result is calculated to provide a 27% boost to spawning biomass 
through the 2022 and 2023 spawning seasons. 

How Does TPWD Make Bag Limit and Length Decisions?
Regulatory decisions to decide bag limits and length of fish in the 
bag include scientific analysis of growth data collected over years of 
study and analysis of reproductive capacity (fecundity) of species. 
In the present case, a comparison of data is projected toward the 
most likely outcome. Obviously, a closed season is the surest and 
fastest way to improve a fishery, but that is not the answer. TPWD 
wants us to continue fishing, and be able to take some fish home 
for dinner. The accompanying chart helps identify a practical middle 
ground, call it a “sweet spot” where anglers can retain some fish, 
while contributing toward the recovery of the fishery. The effect of 
bag limit and length of fish retained are additive. So, what we see 
here is the result of reducing the bag to three fish (6.60% increase 
to spawning biomass) and establishing the length in a slot of 17- to 
23-inches (another increase of 21.30%). The result is projected to 
provide an increase of slightly more than 27% to spawning biomass. 
Hence the basis for the regulatory proposal.

Public Meetings – Part of the Process 
Receiving a greenlight from commissioners to take the proposal 
public, it was first published in the Texas Register. The next step 
of the standard regulatory process requires that Coastal Fisheries 
staff conduct meetings to inform the public of proposed regulatory 
changes and gauge their opinion. Anglers can participate by either 
attending a meeting in-person or electronically by way of a portal 
created by TPWD. I heartily encourage that all anglers with a stake 
in the fishery participate in-person or electronically. Voice your 
opinion constructively, and with a view that includes the future of this 
important recreational fishery.  

Public Meeting Schedule – All Meeting Times 6-8 pm
Jan 11 – Port Isabel Event and Cultural Center. 309 Railroad St, Port 

Isabel, TX 
Jan 11 – Natural Resources Center (Room 1003) 6300 Ocean Dr, Corpus 

Christi, TX  
Jan 12 – Aquarium at Rockport Harbor. Education Center. 706 

Navigation Circle. Rockport, TX 
Jan 13 – Bauer Exhibit Building 186 Henry Barber Way, Port Lavaca, TX 

What More Can Anglers Do? Practice Catch and Release!
We often hear people say… “Releasing trout is a waste of time and fish. 
Yeah, they’ll swim away, but they’re all gonna die.” This is absolutely 
false, and more than likely only an attempt to justify their lack of 
conservation ethic.

Scientific studies conducted by Harte Institute confirm more than 
80% of trout released after capture by hook and line will survive; and 
not for a few days, they will continue their lives and continue to spawn. 
The Harte studies included trout caught and released in summer heat, 
on all types of natural bait and lures, on both treble and single hooks. 
Bottom line: They’ll all die in an ice chest. Turning them loose is their 
only chance to survive and continue spawning! 

Let’s all do our part in conserving this fishery for the future.  
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SO, WHAT IS A GUIDE’S REAL JOB?

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

That’s a loaded question and opinions vary. I will not 
attempt to explain what I think people expect but 
will speak from personal experiences as a guide of 40 
years. I will begin at the early stages of my career and 
finish with where I want to be at my 50 year mark. I fully 
expect to guide until I take my last breathe. Hopefully it 
will come on the hookset of large trout. My best friend, 
Lowell, told me the other day that he can’t wait to see 
what the next 10 years brings. That is a cool thing to say 
to your fishing buddy.

It was all about me in the beginning and honestly 
remained that way for about 20 years. I certainly had 
moments of teaching during this period but it was 
aimed more at advancing client’s skill to make me look 
good back at the dock. Everything was ego-driven 
during that period of my life. Stringer photos were 
standard practice and a vital part of my advertising 
campaign. Limits were ridiculous back then; 12” trout 
and 18”reds if my memory is correct; bag limits were 
20 trout and 10 reds. It’s a wonder we have any left. For 
sure there was not the fishing pressure there is today, 
nor did we have the tools. 

An old Roddy Rod was my depth and reef-finding 
tool. I didn’t even have polarized glasses; when I did 

get some they were Bill Dance Signature Series that cut 
holes in my ears after a long day. But they worked and 
I loved them. We threw Bingos, gold and silver spoons, 
and MirrOlures, in no particular order. 

I remember Robert Brooks and I drifting a 16’ Polar 
Craft aluminum and catching trout on 52M51 and 
52M19s, quality fish that many today likely have never 
seen. It was no big deal to drift or wade and catch large 
numbers of large trout. On guided trips I caught a lot of 
the fish my clients took home, most of them at times. 
Something I’m not proud of today.

By the nature of my fishing style I booked a higher 
percentage of skilled anglers. I was not exclusively 
wading after the ‘83 freeze. Trout mortality was over 
80% and the ‘84 season yielded only 61 trout for me. I 
know this because I killed every one of them. Redfish 
saved us for sure but I was still the guide that loaded 
you up and went out and put you on the right area, but 
seldom truly helped you become a better fisherman. 
It was almost like a competition; it’s a wonder I had 
any repeat business. I guess the saving grace was the 
fact that even as a young guide I was good enough 
that it outweighed my downfalls. My attitude lost me 
customers at times, no doubt, but I will say that I did 

Cash Tidwell quick photo-
op before releasing 

another nice redfish.
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take constructive criticism fairly well. 
My dad was a quiet-spoken man, a 

teacher and a coach, and not an easy man 
to please. He did not demand perfection 
but he did demand respect, self-discipline, 
and maximum effort. Show these qualities 
and you were good. He was a “show me 
guy.” He did not want to hear me say what 
I was going to do, “show me” he would 
say. I passed it down to my boys and even 
to clients that needed it.   

Sometime in the late-80s, I remember 
asking a TPW biologist how long he 
thought the trout fishery could stand the 
pressure we were putting on it. He replied, 
”You’ll never hurt them with a rod and 
reel.” In his defense there was nowhere 
near the fishing pressure there is today 
and the technology was nowhere close. 
With that said, we just kept pounding 
them, but all the while I was seeing small 
indicators that suggested the fish were 
changing their patterns. I now realize 
that the fish were simply adjusting to the 
increased fishing pressure so, in reality, 
we were actually causing some of the 
changes I was seeing.

By the year 2000 I was beginning to understand the importance of 
releasing larger trout. I did not demand that clients release upper-slot 
fish but made them aware that I thought we should. Tom Nix was at 
the fore of catch and release with his live-weigh tournaments, which 
I personally believe helped kickstart that movement. Some guides 
began slowly promoting the release of trout over 20 inches. The lack 
of social media and limited number of saltwater publications in those 
days contributed to the rather slow development of the movement. 
I was not on the leading edge of this catch and release 
movement but was definitely involved in reducing bag 
limits from 10 trout to 5 trout. I actually coined the “Just 
Keep 5” phrase.

By 2011 it became obvious to me that the only way to 
help conserve the fishery was to slowly teach my clients 
the importance of practicing some amount of catch and 
release. The coach I really never thought about becoming 
was slowly beginning to surface and I found great reward 
in teaching clients to become better anglers. My morning 
ride around the bay has always been filled with all sorts 
of discussion. Quality BS is the foundation for getting 
customers at ease once on the boat. If it’s football season, 
then maybe football; hunting season, then hunting, and 
yes, sometimes politics, which I know zero about. Seldom 
is it religion. Let the actions of the day speak for who we 
are in that realm, even though I do not always make the 
best showing in that department. 

Never do I fail to stop the discussion and mention 
all that I am observing as we are running. At the end 
of every day I clear my mind in preparation of the day 

to come. In mid-sentence I might say, 
“See that slick? Now find the first piece of 
underwater structure that lies upwind and 
that’s where the fish will be.” Same is true 
of a color change, a line of brown pelicans, 
or mullet jumping frantically to the side 
or ahead of the boat. You think they were 
spooked by the boat, or maybe the boat 
spooked a school of reds that in turned 
spooked the mullet? I often pull up to an 
area and ask someone in the boat, “Tell 
me what you see.” This provides them the 
chance to “show me” what they know or 
do not and then I can instruct accordingly. 
There is nothing simple or easy about 
becoming a great angler. It takes the 
willingness to receive instruction from 
someone who has seen much of what 
there is to see out there. I had a guy say, “I 
would give everything I have to become as 
knowledgeable as you.” I replied, “That is 
exactly what it takes.” 

 So, in 2011 we started a very strict 
catch and release program on trout. This 
was especially true during our winter 
stays in Port Mansfield. It felt like the 
proper thing to do since we were visitors 

to the area and I knew it was the right thing as far as the fishery was 
concerned. A few reds or a few 15- to 16-inch trout were brought in 
once in a while for ceviche or a fresh dinner at the Pelican Bar and 
Grill in the earlier years. Today we are totally catch and release on 
trout but occasionally feast on a few redfish or black drum. Post 2021 
freeze will be different; zero trout retained and will probably not 
even keep very many redfish since they have received more pressure 
due to the reduction in trout numbers. 

Mary Ann Loeffelholz with 
a beautiful CPR redfish

Steady action between 
early frontal systems.

Continued on page 37...
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Fisheries Management
As fishery managers, our most important job is to 
ensure the sustainability of the State’s fish and shellfish 
populations while also providing recreational and 
commercial fishing opportunities. We have several ways 
to accomplish this, including augmenting the abundance 
via our stocking program or by proposing regulation 
changes. Instead, a more subtle approach for us is to 
promote alternative species to fish for to decrease fishing 
pressure on more frequently targeted species such as 
Spotted Seatrout, Red Drum and Southern Flounder. 
Black Drum are the perfect candidate.   

Fisheries Data
Coastwide, adult Black Drum catch rates have remained 
steady over the past four decades based on Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department’s (TWPD) routine fisheries 
monitoring; although, in the Upper Laguna Madre 
catches have been increasing and are four times higher 
than other bay systems on average (Figure 1). Black Drum 
have found their niche in this area with new record catch 
rates continuing to be set and despite impacts to them 
during the February 2021 freeze – spring 2021 catch rates 
of adult Black Drum were the third highest since 1983. 
In 2012 and 2020, emaciated drum were documented 
in this area, likely due to the population reaching its 

carrying capacity at which point there was insufficient 
forage to support the growing population. TPWD 
biologists have studied this population of drum from 
the Upper Laguna Madre and have determined they are 
genetically different than other Black Drum populations 
in Texas and have adapted to this harsh hypersaline 
environment and are thriving. 

Recreational Fishery
In 1988, a daily five-fish bag limit and 14–30” size limit 
were set for Black Drum, and since 2006, one fish over 
52” can be retained to allow for the catch of a new state 
record. Data collected by TPWD – Coastal Fisheries staff 
during boat ramp surveys show that Black Drum are the 
seventh most sought-after fish for recreational anglers. 
On average, 34.5% of Black Drum landed coastwide were 
landed in the Upper Laguna Madre. Only 10% of anglers 
fishing in the Upper Laguna obtain the five-fish limit of 
Black Drum and only 3.6% of anglers obtain the limit for 
the remainder of the coast (Figure 2). Thus, there are still 
plenty of fish available for harvest. On average since 2020, 
for every single Black Drum harvested there are 10 Spotted 
Seatrout harvested by anglers coastwide (Figure 3).

Commercial Fishery
Similar to the recreational fishery, in 1988 a size limit 

B y  F a y e  G r u b b s  |  U p p e r  L a g u n a  M a d r e  E c o s y s t e m  L e a d e r

F I E L D  N O T E S

FISH FOR, EAT MORE
BLACK DRUM
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of 14-30” was established with 
no daily bag or possession limit 
for commercial fishing. In 1999, a 
moratorium was placed on the sale 
of new commercial finfish fishing 
licenses. The commercial Black Drum 
fishery in Texas averaged over $1.8 
million annually from 2010-2020, 
of which over 50% of the landings 
were from the Upper Laguna Madre 
ecosystem (Figure 4). For over 70 
years, The Fisherman’s Market in 
Flour Bluff, TX has been purchasing 
drum directly from fishermen and 
selling it locally as well as shipping to 
wholesale companies in San Antonio, 
Houston, and Austin. Kenny Danley 
who has owned this local landmark 
since 2010 estimates about 20% of 
the commercially landed Black Drum 
from the Upper Laguna Madre stay 
in the Coastal Bend. The Kings Inn, 
a local restaurant in Riviera, TX, has 
been serving fresh Black Drum caught 
in Baffin Bay, a stone’s throw away 
from the restaurant, since 1983.

Life History 
Black Drum are a long-lived fish with 
studies estimating a lifespan over 40 
years old. Their chin barbels are used 
for locating prey in the bay bottom 
and their horizontal black stripes 
make them easy to identify. While 
all fish in the drum family (e.g., Red 
Drum, Spotted Seatrout, Atlantic 
Croaker) have the ability to create 
drumming sounds when muscles 
vibrate against their air bladder, Black 
Drum tend to create the loudest 
sounds of them all. Black Drum can 
be found along the Atlantic coast 
as far north as New York, and south 
through the Gulf States to Argentina. 
Tagging studies in Texas have shown 
drum movement over 245 miles, but 
typically their average range is less 
than 10 miles. Large schools of adult 
drum gather in late winter (February-
March) before spawning. Spawning 
occurs in the bay as well as offshore. 
Young feed on worms, small shrimp, 
crabs, and small fish, while larger 
drum dig out buried mollusks and 
worms from the bay bottom creating 
craters known as “drum noodles.” 
They use specialized molar-like teeth 

Figure 1. The number of adult Black Drum caught per hour annually from 1983-2019 during TPWD – Coastal Fisheries Division’s 
routine fisheries monitoring for the Upper Laguna Madre (ULM) compared to all other bay systems combined (Coastwide). 

Figure 2. The percentage of recreational anglers retaining their limits of black drum in the 
Upper Laguna Madre (ULM) compared to all other bay systems combined (Coastwide). 

Figure 3. The total number of Spotted Seatrout and Black Drum 
intercepted annually Coastwide during TPWD harvest surveys.
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in their throat known as pharyngeal 
teeth to crush the shells of their prey. 
Most anglers successfully catch Black 
Drum by fishing “on the bottom” 
using shrimp, crabs, or sea lice as bait. 
Black Drum have solid white moist 
fillets with a mild flavor making the 
meat very versatile and easy to use 
for anything from fresco fish tacos to 
crisp fried drum. Many anglers prefer 
the taste of Black Drum over more 
popular bay sport fish.

Black Drum Forecast
Overall, the Black Drum population in 
Texas is very stable and continues to 
be one of the highest commercially 
harvested fish species in the state. 
The future looks bright for Black 
Drum in Texas, in fact so bright it 
may be better to “fish for and eat more” of them rather than the Texas 
Slam! We have an opportunity to relieve fishing pressure on highly 
sought-after fish and instead focus on an underharvested fish that 
can handle greater fishing pressure. For those of you ready to take 
this challenge, Chef Davis Turner involved with the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Foundation Stewards of the Wild Program has a Black Drum 
recipe included in this issue.

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your 
local TPWD Law Enforcement office, or 

tpwd.texas.gov for more info.

Figure 4. The total pounds of Black Drum landed commercially in the Upper 
Laguna Madre (ULM) compared to all other bay systems combined (Coastwide).
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...continued from page 33.

Today, my days are all about helping you become the angler you 
want to become. You will be as good as the amount of work that you 
put into it. If you backlash every cast and think it’s the reel, you’re 
mistaken. If you do not practice casting between fishing trips you 
won’t be any better the next time out. If you think ”X” marks the spot, 
you’re not getting any better. If you believe that the more water you 
cover the better your odds, wrong again. If you have to see them to 
have confidence in your fish-finding abilities, you’ll struggle often. 
Seeing them is great, don’t get me wrong, but there are more days 
that demand reading subtle signs than actually seeing fish. 

There’s no secret lure, only secret little presentation tricks with 
the lure. Are you of the belief that you’d rather be lucky than good? 
Good luck with that one. If you only know a few areas each day that 
are holding fish based on the conditions for that day, you have work 
to do with your game. By the way, this is one that I am constantly 
working on. There is absolutely no way we can know where all the 
good areas are. I like searching for small, out of the way areas that 
concentrate bait as well as gamefish, and can be approached and 
worked correctly during difficult weather patterns. 

So, what is my real job as your guide? Besides keeping you safe 

on the water, my job is to evaluate your physical capabilities, your 
skill levels, your expectations, and what you hope to come away 
with at the end of the day. I must have the ability to adjust to each 
individual’s capabilities and then place each in an area where they 
have equal opportunities. This is way easier said than done at times. 
What is soft bottom to me at 170 pounds might be quicksand to 
someone that weighs 250 or more. In my younger days I was openly 
critical of anglers who could not wade the soft stuff when the need 
arose. I am truly sorry for that and I am sure it was just a lack of 
confidence in my skills as a guide that allowed for those comments. 

Today, I adjust, take what I have to work with, and try to do the 
best I can when fishing new clients who are focused on learning. I am 
more confident in my abilities to place anglers where their physical 
capabilities as well as their angling skills will provide the best odds 
for their success. I am continually working on my teaching skills so 
that I can better serve those that want to become better anglers. I am 
looking forward to many more years on the water with many of you.

May your fishing always be catching.  -Guide Jay Watkins

Texas Custom’s Double-D: 
Seeing Is Believing

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com
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Well another year is already upon us and I’m still 
wondering how it got here so quickly. It seems the older I 
get the faster time goes by, but I guess that’s just life. This 
past year has certainly been one to remember for me and 
I am thankful for everything I got to experience. 

For starters, fishing this past year had its ups and 
downs. Spring and summer proved difficult in the marsh, 
more sightseeing than catching many days. However, fall 
and early-winter turned out to be some of the best fishing 
I’ve had and certainly made up for the slower months. On 
top of that, Sabine has finally started to produce some 
solid trout, which is great to see. The past few years have 
been tough when it comes to finding quality trout but 
they now appear to be making a strong comeback. 

The coming of the new year brings opportunity to start 
fresh with a clean slate. I personally am already looking 
forward to it and am excited to see what it holds. Moving 
forward, I have thought about a few things that I want 
to do to make my new year better than the last. A few of 
these items I believe pertain to most of us and I would 
like to share them. 

TAKE SOMEONE NEW FISHING
A few months ago, my buddies and I headed for a 

weekend getaway in the south Louisiana marsh. One of 
the guys that joined the trip was my buddy’s brother-in-
law, Chris. It was his first-ever time to make such a trip 
and, in fact, had only picked up a rod and reel a handful 
of times beforehand. The next morning at breakfast we 
started to devise a plan for boat pairings. I suggested 
Chris should jump on my boat and assured him that even 
if we didn’t catch any fish, we will at least have some fun 
out there. We pulled up to our first pond and within the 
first 20 yards we spotted a nice red cruising down the 
bank. He made a perfect cast and landed his first redfish. 
As soon as we let that one go, here came another one 
taking the same path as the first. Once again, he hooked 
up and we began to laugh and high-five the situation. 
To say the least we had a monumental day of fishing 
and I know now that he is hooked. There is something 
absolutely joyous about sharing that type of experience 
with someone new to the sport. 

On top of that, the importance of bringing someone 
new is getting them to engage in a brand new outdoor 
experience. If they become interested, it means that 
fishing licenses are being purchased, fishing equipment, 
bait, etc. All of the revenue from licenses will go towards 
TPWD and odds are, if you are buying bait, it is coming 

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

FISHING RESOLUTIONS
FOR THE NEW YEAR
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from a local shop. Even some of the most popular 
soft plastics are produced by Texas small-business 
owners. All of this goes back either directly or 
indirectly to support the Texas recreational fishing 
industry – which is a win-win all the way around.

CLEAN UP OUR WATER
I remember being in Boy Scouts many years 
ago; we were taught to “leave no trace” and that 
continues to stick with me. We would go camping 
and before we left, we had to pick up every piece 
of trash in and around our campsite, even if it 
wasn’t ours. I try to be conscious about this while 
I am out on the water and without failure, there 
is usually some kind of trash to pick up. One of 
the things I have begun to find more and more 
of recently are birthday balloons. I honestly think 
that within the last year I had more trips where 
I picked up balloons than not. Other places that 
could always use a little picking-up is our boat 
launch ramps. Believe it or not, I have seen several 

great kayak launches over the years being gated because of 
the amount of trash discarded there. My hope is that users will 
become mindful of this and not only hold on to their own trash 
but remove that left by others as well. 

FIND NEW FISHING
I could be wrong but I am willing to bet that most anglers are 
just like me when it comes to their regular spots. We know they 
are tried and true and know exactly the best times to fish there. 
I’m also willing to bet that on the way to and from these spots 
you pass areas that have always looked appealing. In the back 
of your mind you have always wanted to stop and fish but you 
never do. I am certainly guilty of it but this past year I have made 
it a practice to finally pull in and check them out, even if only for 
30 minutes. More often than not I have discovered these spots 
worthy of being added to my regular hit-list. Like the old saying 
goes; “you’ll never know unless you go.” 

Besides just fishing local, it is always rewarding to head out 
and explore other bodies of water. Thus far for 2022 I have 
already made plans to fish places I have never been, much 
less fished before. Uncertainties of what might be found there 
and memories that might be made fuel my desire for fishing 
adventures and I cannot wait to get on the road. 

These are just a few things that I am looking forward to for the 
coming year. I hope that sharing my thoughts will help others 
engage in something that will help our community and you as 
an angler. I want to wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous New 
Year and I hope yours is filled with lots of fishing success.

C
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C
T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Highlights from the past year

Chris’s first-ever 
redfish…on a perfect 

sight-cast, no less.
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B y  J o h n  B l a h a  a n d  S h a n e  B o n n o t

T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

OYSTER REEFS IN PERIL
If you have fished the Texas upper and middle coasts 
during fall and winter over the last several years you likely 
have witnessed an increased presence of oyster boats 
working reefs during the public season. Many of you 
have expressed grave concern for the status of our public 
oyster reefs and wonder what you can do to be a voice 
for the resource. Before we get to that, let’s review the 
important ecological and economic values that an oyster 
reef provides to the ecosystem.

Ecological services provided by oysters include:
• Water Quality Improvement – remove 

chlorophyll ‘a’, reduce turbidity, denitrification, 
increase benthic algal or pseudofecal production, 
bacterial biomass removal
• Shoreline stabilization
• Carbon sequestration
• Increase fish production
• Provide habitat for epibenthic fauna
• Diversify the landscape and create synergies 

among habitats
• Expand existing reefs and create new oyster reefs
Peterson et al (2003) estimate that 10m2 (2.5 acres) of 

a restored or unfished oyster reef in the southeast United 
States would be expected to yield an annual additional 
of 2.6 kg (6lbs) of production of fish and large mobile 
crustaceans for the functional lifetime of the reef.

Zimmerman et al (1989) in a document prepared 

for TPWD in 1989 stated that oyster reef and marsh 
habitats were significantly more utilized than bare 
mud bottom by coastal infauna and epifauna (small 
organisms living either attached to or under a surface). 
There is a high attractive value for reefs and marsh. The 
notion that oyster reef and salt marsh support unique 
community assemblages is supported, and neither can 
be viewed as an alternative for the other. (Infauna and 
epifauna are important foods for juvenile shrimp, blue 
crabs, and fishes.)

The economic value of oyster reef services, excluding 
oyster harvesting, is between $5,500 and $99,000 per 
hectare per year and that reefs recover their median 
restoration costs in 2–14 years. In contrast, when oyster 
reefs are subjected to destructive oyster harvesting, 
they do not recover the costs of restoration (Dollar Reef 
in Galveston for example). Shoreline stabilization is the 
most valuable potential service, although this value 
varies greatly by reef location. Quantifying the economic 
values of ecosystem services provides guidance about 
when oyster reef restoration is a good use of funds. 
(Grabowski et al 2012).

We estimate the average annual value of services 
provided by restored and protected oyster reefs that 
ranges from $10,325 to $99,421 per hectare, depending 
on where the restored reef is located and the suite of 
ecosystem services that the restored reef provides. 

Drone photo of oyster boats 
working in Carlos Bay near 

Rockport. The number of vessels 
would indicate extreme harvest 

pressure, not to mention 
the turbidity created by the 

dredges. Photo by John Blaha.
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Both of these measures are at least an order of 
magnitude greater than the commercial value 
derived from harvesting the oysters produced by 
degraded reefs. (Grabowski et al 2012).

CCA Texas has advocated for increased 
sustainability of the oyster fishery and a reduction 
in fishing pressure for many years. As recent as 
2017, we pushed strongly for a suite of changes, 
which were passed by the Texas legislature and 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission (TPWC). 
In 2017, the TPW Commission passed a suite of 
regulations, including permanent closure of some 
minor bays and banning harvest within 300-feet of 
all shorelines. This action resulted in the protection 
of at least 3,189.4 Ac or 6.6% of total Texas oyster 
habitat, and using the values provided by cited 
literature, the ecosystem services of oysters within 
these closures is valued between $41.5M – $778M.

Since those 2017 rule changes, public oyster reefs 
along the Texas coast continue to see an assault 
like never before. The commercial fleet is highly 
mobile and moves from bay system to bay system to seek and secure 
their highest returns possible. The end result is a highly degraded 
reef system wherever the fleet has dredged up their catch.  Over time 
many reefs have become overfished, yet the take continues.  Reefs that 
once stood out of the water are just at the surface, except for times of 
extreme tides, have been whittled down to where the crest of many 
are several feet under the surface.  Many examples of this are in the 
Aransas and Copano Bay systems.  Certainly, Hurricane Harvey did take 
the tops of some of these reefs but had the reefs structural integrity 
not been compromised from dredging activities in years prior to the 
storm, many of those reef systems would not have been impacted 
from the surge. Reefs that were once wadable fishing spots continue 
to be exploited by the oyster industry’s newfound ability to get on top 
of these reefs and dredge them down to nothing more than gravel 
parking lots. There is simply no denying the damage and destruction 
that has been caused by the relentless assault on public oyster reefs 
ecosystems along the Texas coast.

Several conservation organizations recently joined CCA Texas and 
FlatsWorthy to address critical concerns over the continued decline 
of the oyster fishery.  A letter signed on by 17 organizations was sent 
to Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission Chairman Arch H. “Beaver” 
Aplin, III on November 11, 2021.  This letter authored by CCA Texas 
and FlatsWorthy is the product of tireless work and research to push 
forward changes in how the oyster fishery is managed.   The following 
is the text of the letter sent:

————————————————————————————

November 11, 2021
The Honorable Arch H. “Beaver” Aplin, III, Chairman
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission
4200 Smith School Road
Austin, Texas 78744

Dear Chairman Aplin,
There is shared concern by the undersigned organizations for 

the condition of public oyster reefs along the Texas Coast. Having 
personally witnessed excessive loss of reefs in Galveston Bay, 
Matagorda Bay, San Antonio Bay, Mesquite Bay, Carlos Bay, Aransas 
Bay and Copano Bay, our groups can attest that previously wadable 
reefs are now inaccessible. Reefs that once offered sanctuary for 
shorebirds no longer breach the water’s surface. Additionally, reefs 
that used to protect shorelines from erosion are no longer high 
enough to absorb wave energy across the bays. Numerous personal 
accounts and scientific justification for oyster reef ecological 
value have warranted a closer examination and perhaps alternate 
management strategies for this fishery.

We strongly encourage Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
to recognize the ecological and structural value of public reefs and 
consider establishing management criteria which is congruent with 
oyster reef ecology and morphology. In doing so, we ask TPWD to 
consider incorporating metrics for reef depth and vertical relief 
in harvest status of public reefs. We also ask TPWD to consider 
identifying a network of living reefs in multiple bays systems that 
can be permanently prohibited from commercial harvest, serving as 
sanctuary reefs for their respective bay systems. There is undeniable 
scientific justification for designating sanctuary oyster reefs for the 
services they provide, including, but not limited to, being a seed 
source for adjacent reefs, serving as habitat for hundreds of aquatic 
species, providing recreational fishing opportunities and offering 
other numerous ecosystem services with ecological benefits far 
greater than the harvest value. Furthermore, these structures are 
critical in determining current, acting as baffles slowing water surges 
and stemming shoreline erosion.

Understanding that numerous public reefs have already been 
dredged to the point where there is no longer suitable substrate to 
recruit newly settled oyster spat, we believe now is an appropriate 
time for TPWD to consider developing a dual track lease program 
– one for purposes of restoration (conservation leases) and one for 
purposes of commercial operations (commercial lease), both of which 
could be designated under TPWD’s authority in Chapter 76 (certificate 
of location). As identified by TPWD in previous discussions, there are 

An oyster boats returns to the dock with the 
day’s catch. The fleet is highly mobile and 
converges on areas with the best fishing 

opportunity, some from as far away as 
Louisiana. Seafood dealers set up temporary 
operations to meet the boats wherever they 

are working. Photo by John Blaha.
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over 20,000 acres of suitable bay bottom across bay 
systems from Sabine Lake to Aransas Bay for lease 
development. The creation of a conservation lease 
program will allow NGOs, universities, non-profits, 
and others to invest in restoration activities in bay 
systems adjacent to public reefs with the assurance 
that their investments will be permanently protected 
from commercial harvest and the newly developed 
reefs reach their ecological potential. Development 
of the commercial lease program (i.e., expansion 
of the existing certificate of location) would allow 
commercial operations to invest their resources 
(shucked oyster shell or suitable cultch) into areas 
where they have exclusive harvest authority. Akin to 
terrestrial farming, oyster operators work their leases 
to ensure a successful crop and employ sustainable 
practices that promote successful recruitment 
year after year. When examining these behaviors, 
compared to harvest practices on the public reef 
system by commercial fishermen, the contrast in 
attitudes towards oyster resources is clear.

We appreciate TPWD’s efforts to manage our 
public oyster reefs and the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Commission’s (TPWC) actions to ensure the health 
and prosperity of Texas oyster resources for current and future 
generations. The fact that our state is one of the last public reef system 
strongholds is a testament to prior actions taken by the TPWC. While 
our current system isn’t perfect, it has afforded us time to incorporate 
refined metrics into existing management strategies and provided 
us with a unique opportunity to expand oyster reef systems through 
protection, restoration, and leases.

Thank you for your consideration of these alternate management 
strategies. We remain committed to working with TPWD, coastal 
stakeholders and commercial oyster operators to ensure that we have 
a sustainable fishery for generations to come.

Respectfully,
Coastal Conservation Association – FlatsWorthy – Galveston Bay 
Foundation – Matagorda Bay Foundation – San Antonio Bay 
Partnership – International Crane Foundation – Western Photography 
Company – Texas Foundation for Conservation – Backcountry Hunters 
and Anglers/Texas Chapter - Saltwater Fisheries Enhancement 
Association – Texas Association of Bass Clubs - San Antonio 
Metropolitan League of Bass Clubs - Texas Black Bass Unlimited - 
Safari Club International/Houston Chapter – National Wild Turkey 
Foundation – Palacios Marine Agriculture Organization - Lone Star 
Bowhunters Association

————————————————————————————

Beck et al (2011) and Lotze et al (2006) estimate that only 15% of 
the world’s oyster reef habitat are remaining. We must do what we can 
to protect this critical habitat and have a sustainable oyster fishery. If 
you’d like to get involved and be voice for the resource, please follow 
CCA Texas and FlatsWorthy on social media and share their messaging. 
If you aren’t members, please consider joining us to receive up-to-date 
information and opportunities to engage in rule making processes. 

And, as cliché as it may sound, contact your elected officials to share 
your perspective on this critical issue. Rest assured, conservation 
groups like CCA Texas and FlatsWorthy remain committed to 
working towards increased sustainability of this fishery and a refined 
management process that recognizes the structural and ecological 
value of oysters in the water.

For more information about what CCA Texas is doing in regards 
to the management of oyster resources in Texas, please visit www.
ccatexas.org and follow us on social media Facebook at www.
facebook.com/CCATexas/ and @cca_texas on Instagram.
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More evidence of extreme harvest pressure; 70 boats were observed working 
in and around the area of Beldon Reef on 11-30-2021. Photo by John Blaha.
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Bigclaw snapping shrimps, Alpheus heterochaelis, are the 
largest of all the snapping shrimps. Adults can reach up 
to 2 inches in length, but most are often considerably 
smaller, around only half an inch. Males and females 
reach approximately the same size. Coloration ranges 
from dark, translucent blue-green to gray. Most have 
orange and blue tipped uropods (tails), orange on 
the top of the head, and also on the larger claw. Their 
entire body is speckled with darker gray-brown spots. 
The rostrum (the spine on the head) is small, and the 
carapace (shell) is smooth and spineless. The most 
defining trait of bigclaw snapping shrimp, by far and 
not surprisingly, is their large snapping claw, which 
is also the only sexually dimorphic trait, the male’s 
being slightly larger and broader than the female’s. 
The snapping claw can be either the left or right 
claw, and its length is nearly half that of the body. 
The opposite paired claw is a normal, unmodified 
claw. Both are covered in setae (hair-like bristles that 
function as sensory organs, similar in function to a cat’s 
whiskers). Curiously, no auditory organs have been 
discovered in bigclaw snapping shrimp. It is believed 
that mechanosensory and chemosensory reception 
are the primary forms of perception in this organism, 
particularly important with intraspecies communication.

Native to the western Atlantic Ocean, particularly 
the Gulf of Mexico, this species is frequently found 
from North Carolina to the southern tip of Florida, as 

well as the coasts of many islands in the Caribbean, 
and as far south as the Brazilian coast. Bigclaws are a 
benthic species inhabiting a variety of shallow marine 
habitats and typically residing within some manner of 
protective structure. They are common on reefs and 
oyster beds, in and around seagrass beds, and in salt 
marshes and mudflats. The majority of populations are 
found on the bottom in subtidal waters, to a depth of 
100 feet or more. They have a wide tolerance of salinity 
concentrations, inhabiting waters that range from 
mesohaline (5-18 ppt) to hyperhaline (>40 ppt) salinities.

The most well-known and studied behavior of 
bigclaw snapping shrimp is their ability to create loud 
pops with their modified pistol claw (so named because 
the smaller pincer of the claw cocks back like the 
hammer of a pistol). These pops are used in intraspecies 
communication and for hunting prey. The phenomenon 
is accomplished through the physical process of 
cavitation: the rapid formation and implosion of cavities 
in a liquid, in which the pressure of the liquid falls below 
its vapor pressure.

The basis for snapping shrimp sound production 
was discovered in 2000. Rapid claw closure emits a 
high-velocity jet of water, the speed of which creates 
a microscopic (but expanding), extremely short-lived 
cavitation bubble. As the pincers snap together, a zone 
of intense low pressure forms around the shrimp’s claw. 
Any small air bubbles in the vicinity expand from this 

S T E P H A N I E  B O Y D

F I S H Y  F A C T S

BIGCLAW SNAPPING SHRIMP

Photo by Arthur Anker.
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change in pressure, and join together to 
create one bubble. But when the bubble 
moves far enough away from the claw, and 
encounters a huge disparity in pressure 
between the water outside and the air 
inside, the bubble collapses under the strain, 
exploding into a shower of tiny bubbles. This 
growth and collapse happens in less than 
one millisecond [a thousandth of a second].

As revealed by high-speed videos, when 
the snapping shrimp’s claw closes, the 
plunger on one pincer is forced into the 
socket on the other. While the claw is open, 
the shrimp contracts opposing muscles to 
ratchet up the tension. When it suddenly 
releases this tension, the pincers snap shut 
at nearly 63 mph. But at this point – silence, barely a murmur as the 
two pincers snap together. The characteristic popping sound actually 
comes a fraction of a thousandth of a second later – a small but 
significant delay – and is produced by the rapid, violent collapse of 
the cavitation bubble.

A further study of this phenomenon revealed that as the snapping 
claw cavitation bubble collapses, a very short flash of light is emitted. 
By placing the shrimps in complete darkness and using a highly 
sensitive photodetector, it was shown that each bubble collapse 
coincides with the production of 50,000 photons. To the human eye, 
it’s dim, practically imperceptible. But it is extremely hot and high 
pressure, reaching temperatures that matched the surface of the 
sun, albeit very briefly and in a very small place. These high pressures 
and temperatures can stun or even kill prey if they are within a few 
millimeters of the tip of the snapping claw.

Bigclaw snapping shrimp are omnivores and feed on a variety 
of small marine animals including small fish, worms, crustaceans, 
shellfish, and other marine invertebrates. They’ve also been 
observed grazing on algae in laboratory settings. Most of their 
food is obtained by ambushing their prey with their snapping 
claw. Although they have not been established as an essential food 
source for any organism, bigclaw snapping shrimp are the prey of 
many larger fish including speckled trout and redfish. The larger 
size of these fish nullifies the effects of the shrimp’s pistol claw. In 
some areas, bigclaws form mutualistic relationships with other fish, 
particularly gobies. The gobies benefit by living in burrows built by 
the shrimp, and the shrimp benefit by using the gobies as a predator 
detection system, which they access through an antennae/tail 
connection with the goby.

The primary means of communication between snapping shrimp 
is the pistol claw. They use both the snap frequency and the speed 
of the water jet to communicate intent. Bigclaws are a very territorial 
species of snapping shrimp, with many means of exhibiting 
territorial defense. Since they frequently have adjacent territories, 
intrusions occur quite often. When these interactions occur, they 
usually begin with a face-off between the defending male and the 
intruding shrimp, whether it be a male or female. During this face-
off, both shrimp snap their modified pincer and touch antennas. 
These warning snaps are not life-threatening to either shrimp, as 
they aren’t powerful enough to create a cavitation bubble; they 
just shoot a jet of water. The result of the face-off depends on two 

circumstances: 1) the sex of the intruder and 
2) the relationship status of the defending 
male. If the intruder is a male, one shrimp will 
become dominant and the subservient shrimp 
will retreat. For the defender, this may mean 
abandoning his territory if he loses. If the 
intruder is a female, but the male already has 
a mate, same result. However, if the defending 
male is single, and the intruder is a single 
female, the two will often form a monogamous 
pair. It is thought that shrimp can determine 
the sex of an opponent based on the warning 
snaps, due to the fact the males produce more 
“aggressive” snap frequencies and jet speeds. 
Chemical signals may also play a role in sex 
determination, as well as territorial marking.

Despite their tendency to be heard and not seen, field sampling 
studies indicate that bigclaws are often the numerically dominant 
decapods within their preferred habitats. Field recordings of 
snapping noted an increase in pops at night; not surprising since 
bigclaws spend most of the day under cover and are more active 
at night. Another study revealed a crepuscular rhythm in which 
snapping shrimp sound production peaked shortly after sunset 
and again shortly before sunrise. Though snapping activity declines 
during the day, it doesn’t disappear. This is likely reflective of the 
multiple roles of snapping behavior (hunting prey, defending 
territory, and other intraspecies interactions).

Like most snapping shrimps, bigclaws are monogamous – 
primarily because of mate guarding by the male. Females are only 
receptive for a few hours immediately after molting. Their molting 
cycles occur every 3 to 5 weeks, but are rather unpredictable. Mate 
guarding is advantageous to the male because it maximizes mating 
opportunities, and also to the female because it minimizes the need 
to search for a mate during the vulnerable soft-bodied receptive 
phase. Between mating times, the male provides protection for 
the female. Total brood gestation time from laying to hatching is 
approximately 28 days. Eggs and larvae are predominately cared 
for by the males. Though the female shrimp is never absent during 
the larval development of the hatchlings, male shrimp are more 
aggressive territorial defenders, and this territoriality causes the 
males to be more protective of the developing larvae. This species is 
unusual in that it exhibits an abbreviated larval life cycle consisting 
of just three larval stages, which lasts, in total, just 4 to 5 days. All 
larval stages are non-feeding, the young shrimps relying entirely 
on yolk and oil reserves for nutrition during this period. They molt 
their exoskeletons during larval development to grow. After the 
third stage of larval development, they enter the post-larval stage 
and resemble adult shrimp without the modified pincer. Only adult 
shrimp have the pistol claw. After larvae are fully formed, parental 
protection and care ceases. Although bigclaw snapping shrimp are 
known to be sexually mature after their post-larval stage, an exact 
age of reproductive maturity has not been determined. They can 
live up to 4 years in the wild, though in captivity they tend to reach 
only 2 or 3 years.

Continued on page 67...

Photo by Hkchan123, 
CC BY-SA 3.0 license.
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

UNDER AN ALIEN INVASION
The past twelve months have dealt anglers on the Texas 
coast a difficult hand of cards to play.  Nearly a year ago, 
we endured one of the harshest freeze events in decades.  
This changed the current landscape of our fishery.  We 
lost great numbers of some revered sportfish in our 
bays, making it more difficult for folks to catch their 
favorite fish. 

Perhaps as importantly, we also lost untold numbers 
of forage fish, species preyed upon by the predators 
we usually target.  In particular, mullet of medium size 
took a big hit.  The lingering cold pushed the timing of 
some migration events back some, and others never 
materialized at all.  For instance, we never really had 
what anyone with ample experience would call a run of 
jack crevalle in the surf. 

When summer arrived, things seemed to have 
turned a corner at the beach, and productive days 
seemed imminent.  The trout bite kicked off in earnest.  
Other species came to the sand on the ends of the lines 
of anglers working the beaches.  However, the summer 
shark fishing started off a bit slower than normal.  By 
August and September, during the peak of monster 
tiger season, things really got weird.

Tiger sharks did still rule as kings of the beach in 
2021.  I put nine on the beach during the summer, 
including four in one charter.  Sadly, catching species 
like scalloped and great hammerheads, lemons and 
giant bulls proved much more difficult than in recent 

years.  It’s really hard to say what caused this; we’ll 
never know.  As the end of the summer tiger season 
approached, we began to have major issues. 

On a regular basis, soon after we deployed them, large 

Once a rarity in the surf, beach anglers 
have encountered exceptional numbers 

of smooth puffers this year.

Smooth puffers are not 
often landed on rod and 

reel along the beach.
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baits were obliterated, stripped to bone and cartilage, usually within an hour 
or so.  Smaller shark baits fared even worse, disappearing in mere minutes on 
many occasions, and the culprits wreaking havoc were NOT sharks.  The baits 
came in with numerous small, diamond-shaped chunks removed from them.  
In some cases, the number of chunks became enough to completely strip the 
top layer of a stingray wing down to bare cartilage.  

Many who observed this blamed turtles for the mayhem.  Certainly, turtles 
do take diamond-shaped bites out of big baits from time to time.  This year, 
though, the widespread regularity of the phenomenon indicated some other 
species as the cause.  We simply don’t have enough turtles swimming in the 
surf zone to cause such a ruckus.

When I placed a miniature underwater camera on one of my leaders, I was 
able to reveal the identities of the marauding bait thieves.  Initially, I intended 
to capture underwater footage of sharks taking my baits, to see how they 
picked up and handled them before becoming hooked.  Such information, I 
believed, might prove valuable to all of us who love shark fishing. 

Accidentally, I observed something mind-blowing.  The camera clearly did 
not show turtles feasting on our baits.  Nor did it digitally capture hordes of 
hungry crabs fighting over the hunks of meat.  To my astonishment, the lens 
exposed puffer fish as the animals with appetites for our destruction.

The smooth puffer fish, Lagocephalus laevigatus, also known as rabbit 
fish, has been encountered in our waters somewhat sporadically in years 
past, their numbers remaining minimal until recently.  In fact, I fished for 
many years in the surf before I caught my first one, though I had caught 
some offshore, along the continental shelf, in deep water.  The state record 
specimen was caught offshore by someone fishing at night, likely for tuna.

I did catch one from a kayak while targeting snapper on a reef, but I had 

Closeup image 
of puffer beak.
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heard of only a few random specimens caught 
by people on the beach.  I remember seeing 
pictures of some of these and noting their 
rarity.  Things almost reached a point where 
I felt jealousy, since I had never caught one 
in the surf. Those feelings have long since 
disappeared, after the raids we experienced late 
this summer.  In the second half of this year, the 
puffer fish became anything but a rarity. 

I’d describe their appearance as an invasion, 
honestly.   The prying “beaks” of puffer fish look 
menacing and work like charms to destroy 
shark baits.  By October, the actions of these 
pests ran completely out of control.  For the 
best part of two months, deploying shark baits 
on the beachfronts of South Texas became 
virtually impossible; they lasted mere minutes 
after hitting the bottom.

The abundant puffers would fight over the 
baits, likely because they had little else to target 
in what seemed like a barren desert waterland.  
Unfortunately, warm weather lingered into late-November, with water 
temperatures repeatedly rising into the upper-70s.  With the tepid 
water, some big sharks still swam around within our reach, but we 
couldn’t keep baits out long enough to attract their attention.  

On a positive note, my good friend Ron Richmond escaped 
punishment from the puffers on the Upper Coast and was rewarded 
with an incredible 12’6” tiger.   No way he could have landed such a 
fish this year south of Port Aransas.  The puffers doomed the hopes of 
anglers fishing Padre Island throughout the season. 

With big bait shark fishing rendered basically futile, we did find 
some glimmers of hope with another species.  Florida pompano, 
arguably the most highly desired species for table fare on the Texas 
coast, showed up in November in numbers we haven’t often seen.  
Using the Catchsharks.com Coquina Sunrise pomp leaders, we caught 
our share and more of the tasty fish, at least for a while.

But the pesky by-catch kept roaming shallower and shallower, to 
the point where the puffers outnumbered the pompano.  When the 
ratio of caught puffers to pomps reached four to one, we knew we 
had a real problem.  Normally, medium-sized puffers in the two to 
four pound range feed well offshore.  This year, they ventured closer 
and closer to the beach, eventually discovering our shrimp and Fish-
bites, intended for the pomps.  By the end of the year, these relentless 
trouble makers had covered all the depths and seriously hampered 
many of our efforts.

We can only hope the coming cold months with push them back 
into the depths.  In a year in which one winter ended with a furious 
freeze and the beginning of the next became delayed by a lingering 
Indian summer, the challenges to anglers trying to take advantage 
of the bounty usually found in the waters along Texas beachfronts 
became many.  The smooth puffers provided a truly menacing 
presence, and they apparently have little value to us, as food fish.  
I’ve learned they can be eaten, if properly handled and cleaned, 
something I really can’t advise people to try on their own.  Here’s to 
the hope of a return to more normal things in 2022, with plenty of 
trout, Spanish macks, jacks, sharks and pomps biting our baits and 
filling our stringers and hearts to the brim.
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For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com

Certainly more common along the depths of 
the continental shelf, their presence in the 

surf this year may never be understood.

Underwater camera attached 
to shark leader revealed the 
identity of the bait stealers.
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NEW

Cobra Door Storage Rack

Huk Icon X Superior Jacket

Star Brite

Your fishing rod collection can now be conveniently mounted 

to the unused (yet totally usable) space on the inside of your 

garage door, keeping it tangle free, up off the floor, and out of 

the way.  The patented Cobra Storage Rack will hold more than 

just your fishing rods; it’s also perfect for tools and other items. 

Each set installs easily by hand via a tension-mount system – 

no drilling or tools required. They can also be hard-mounted 

on walls and ceilings.  Be sure to measure your garage door 

panels to ensure you get the right size for your door. Get yours 

today and start storing your stuff the Cobra way.

CobraStorage.com

The Icon X Superior Jacket features Float Technology 

for added safety.  Inserts located in the chest 

and back offer buoyancy if needed and are easily 

removable, making the jacket versatile for a number 

of winter activities.  With durable, 100% polyester 

construction, the jacket is 100% windproof and 

100% waterproof.  The DWR finish repels water, and 

the jacket features abrasion-resistant wear areas, a 

two-piece hood, internal cuff gussets, body-mapped 

insulation, and magnetic pocket flaps

MSRP: $300 (3XL + $10)

www.HukGear.com

Whether in a boat, basement, locker room, storage unit, or gun safe, 

Damp Check keeps excess moisture in check. It helps prevent damage 

and warping, and eliminates the buildup of musty odors. Try it today!

Available in the USA and Canada. Visit DampCheck.com for more info.  

www.Starbrite.com
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P R O D U C T S

Gamakatsu Spring Lock Spinner

Okuma

Mulletman Bait Company

The new Spring Lock Spinner from Gamakatsu makes your favorite swimbaits and other

soft plastics even more effective by adding flash and vibration to attract fish from even 

greater distances. The revolutionary design features two retaining wires wound in 

parallel, making rigging simple and providing even more holding power, so baits won’t 

slip no matter how hard you fish. The new rigging system has innovative features that 

draw strikes from pressured fish and is built on a premium 2x strong hook to handle the 

biggest predators. Combining the 28-degree hook eye and premium spring lock allows 

you to keep your bait in place, so it runs true every cast.

www.Gamakatsu.com

The Eminent Series of braid features 8-carrier construction with 

high knot strength. Eminent features an abrasion-resistant 

coating to increase abrasion resistance up to 25% of similarly 

priced braids. Coming in at 28 to 30 weaves per inch, 

Eminent braid gives you exceptional line lay making 

it perfect for both baitcasting and spinning 

applications. Eminent will be available in 8-to 

100-pound breaking strengths and available in 150, 

300 and 1,500 yard spools – MSRP $14.99 to $119.99

www.SoftSteelUSA.com

THE FUTURE OF PLASTIC BAITS IS HERE! 
Check out these new baits from Mulletman Bait Co. 

Mulletman is a rising YOUTUBE sensation and has fished 

the Texas Coast his whole life!  After trying just about every 

plastic bait we felt we could design something better. More 

than a year we have been working with guides and local 

hardcore anglers to perfect the design. Our one of a kind 

“RUDDEBUG” is super popular and extremely effective on 

shallow water species like redfish, speckled trout, flounder, 

and snook. Check out our videos on YOUTUBE / Mulletman 

or visit our website at www.MulletmanBaitCo.com

Features:

• Paddle style tail

• One-of-a-kind tail connector

• Designed for saltwater species

• Available in 5 different colors

• Movement “on the fall”

• Made in Texas
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Unless a cold clipper comes barreling 
down from the north, Matagorda 
anglers can expect more mild 
temperatures and solid catches in 
January. I can’t remember a milder 
November and December. You won’t 
hear me complaining though – I’m 
good with any temp north of freezing. 
December was more like October, 
November was more like September, 
so maybe January will take on 
characteristics of a normal November.

Traditionally, Corkys are premiere 
January baits, but topwaters get the 
nod on warm, clear afternoons. By 
January, shrimp have left the bays 
and speckled trout adapt their diet to 
finfish. That’s when slow-sinking mullet 
imitation plugs like Soft-Dines and 
Texas Custom Corkys go to work.

Drifting can sometimes be the best 
play, especially with low-tide winter water levels. East Bay is often 2-3 
feet below normal in January, 
depending how hard the 
north wind blows. Raymond 
Shoals, Boiler Bayou, Pipeline 
Reef and Cleveland Reef hold 
good fish during the winter; 
and, when tides are extremely 
low, shoreline redfish move off 
the flats to these reefs in the 
middle of the bay.

Locales receiving the most 
tidal flow often hold the 
majority of schools – that 
means reefs and mud flats 
adjacent to the Intracoastal 
in East Matagorda Bay. Brown 
Cedar Flats, Chinquapin Reefs, 
Bird Island, Half Moon Reef, 
and the Log are all proven 
winter spots holding healthy 
specks. I’ll be honest, some 
days they bite, some days 
they don’t. But when they do, 
it doesn’t take long to score 
a limit. Corkys, MirrOlures, 
Soft-Dines and glow plastics 
worked gingerly through the water column excite lethargic fish.

When the wind really blows, never discount the Colorado River. 
Trout congregate in the deep, warm waters of the Colorado and if 
we remain in a dry spell the entire river all the way to Bay City has 
potential. December fishing in the river was outstanding for trout 
while most catches were coming on Down South Lures, Bass Assassins 

and MirrOlure Marsh Minnows.
Most of the time we toss to the bank and work the drop. But when 

we have trouble finding fish, we troll the middle of the river and bump 
bottom until we find a school. The river drops from two, to five, to nine 
feet along the bank and the trout hang close to the drops, depending 
on the water temperature.

We have fitted out Haynie Magnums with Minn Kota trolling motors 
for this type of fishing. The rivers and channels give us a place of 
refuge when the wind blows our hats off. It is a lot like bass fishing by 
beating the banks of the river and channels.

Be mindful of new trout regulations coming down the pipe very 
soon. TPWD has indicated they intend to raise the minimum length 
limit to a 17-23 inch slot of speckled trout with a three-fish daily bag, 
possibly as soon as late-January or February.

Our boats began practicing a more conservative harvest approach 
to trout after the Freeze of 2021 and we hope attitudes will continue 
to change for the betterment of our fishery.

Duck hunting continues through Jan.30. November and December 
were strong with good numbers of teal and gadwalls working our 
freshwater marshes.

Please continue to conserve our estuaries and release more than 
you take.

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Matagorda in January: Great 
fishing and waterfowl opportunity!
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Happy New Year to all my angling 
clients and friends. 2022 is special 
to me as it marks the twentieth 
anniversary of becoming a full time 
fishing guide. I remember writing my 
January article last year, how thankful 
and optimistic I was to bring in a 
new year. Little could anybody have 
guessed the challenges the year would 
bring. Not only in fishing, but politically, 
economically, supply shortages, the 
Covid pandemic, and everything else 
we’ve had to endure. Lucky for me I 
have been as busy as ever. My clientele 
obviously felt a need to get out on the 
water, enjoy some fishing time, and 
simply kick back and decompress. I am 
truly grateful that they seek me out for 
this recreational opportunity.  

Fishing in the POC/Seadrift area this 
past year has included many challenges. 
First was the February freeze that put a 
big hurt on our trout fishery, and then 
came the rain. Incredible rainfall locally 
– more than 100 inches – beginning the 

last week of April and continuing through summer and well into the 
fall. San Antonio Bay became almost completely fresh from the middle 
of May until just recently. We never really got the chance to find out just 
how well the trout population might have compared to years past. Our 
saving grace recently has been the reopening of Cedar Bayou. While 
Cedar Bayou doesn’t feed directly into San 
Antonio Bay, it is our closest pass to the gulf. 
In case you do not remember, Cedar Bayou 
was reopened in 2014 but its flow declined 
due to natural siltation during 2016. 
Hurricane Harvey came in 2017 and closed 
it almost completely once again. Thankfully 
the latest re-dredging project completed 
in late-fall 2021 has restored it to normal 
flow and fishing in that area has improved 
significantly. 

Late this year San Antonio Bay began 
trending toward normal salinity levels and 
the fishing has improved. However, what I 
am most concerned about is the damage 
done to our oyster reefs during the six 
months of near zero salinity. Oysters require 
at least moderate salinity, without it they will 
die. Whether or not anglers are aware, oyster reefs are vitally important 
to the ecology of San Antonio Bay, and the key to the great fishing it 
has always provided. 

Another concern I have for the future of San Antonio Bay is the 
aggressive harvesting of oysters over the past decade. Galveston 
and other upper coast bays have traditionally supplied the bulk of 

the oysters harvested in Texas, but Hurricane Ike in 2008 devastated 
80% of the public reefs in that area, bringing harvest closures and 
a dramatic shift in oystering effort to the middle coast. For the past 
several years we have seen enormous numbers of oyster boats that 
traditionally worked upper coast bays, many from Louisiana, coming 
to San Antonio, Copano, Ayres, Mesquite, and Carlos bays, which are 
part of our neighboring Aransas Bay System.   

Hoping to learn more about the ecology of San Antonio Bay and 
the dangers of prolonged over-harvesting of oysters, I spoke recently 
with longtime friend, Capt. RJ Shelly. More than a friend and fellow 
fishing guide, RJ is a great source of information on these topics. His 
25-year career includes a stint with TPWD Coastal Fisheries Division 
at Port O’Connor and many years as an Environmental Specialist for 
the Texas Department of State Health Services - Seafood and Aquatic 
Life Group. Most recently he has been working as the Calhoun County 
Extension Agent-Coast and Marine Resources. I asked RJ if he believes 
our reefs are being overharvested this year as well as in the two years 
prior. He agreed there needs to be a better way to help control the 
harvest season or we could truly be at risk for losing lots of reefs in 
the next 10 years. RJ believes it will be at least two years before we 
see the reefs in San Antonio Bay rebound from the flood of freshwater 
in 2021, mostly due to the die-off of so many mature oysters and 
the reduction of spat (oyster seed) being produced. He basically 
described it as a full year with very few juvenile oysters being 
produced and this is a great concern to me. 

Stay tuned for my next article. I want to give you more of my 
conversation with RJ along with some insight from my husband, Gary 
Gray, who harvested oysters commercially with his father, Neal Gray, 
back in the early 1980s. So, if this is of interest to you, look for the 
continuation of this discussion coming soon. 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

San Antonio Bay Oysters Facing Challenges

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Shellie Gray was born 
in Port Lavaca and has been 
guiding in the Seadrift/Port 
O’Connor area full time for the 
past 19 years. Shellie specializes 
in wading for trout and redfish 
year round with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

Jeff Kraus 
lucked into 

this fine 
specimen of 
a flounder.

Quite a surprise; Robert 
Mooneyham was wading 

when he caught this 
prehistoric-looking black 

drum on a soft plastic lure.
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Coastal
CompanyTeak

14254 SPID, Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Nautical Lighting & 
Coastal Treasures

GGrreeaatt  ffoorr  
CChhrriissttmmaass  GGiiffttss!!

• Vintage Nautical Ship Lighting
• Live edge slab top dining tables, coffee,  
& side tables

• Maritime Antique Engine order telegraphs & 
Binnacle Compasses

• Reclaimed Teak Boat wood furniture 
• Teak root consoles
• Hand carved teak fish and turtles
• Teak wall art, original glass floats, & ship flags

Like us on Facebook!Like us on Facebook!
@coastalteakcompany@coastalteakcompany

Since 1983, Costa Sunglasses has built a reputation for creating the highest quality, best-performing 
sunglasses for anglers and outdoor enthusiasts – but Costa knows that not every adventure takes 
place in the light of day. Costa Clear, the brand’s latest collection of single vision and progressive 
optical lenses, answers the call for clear vision all day, every day. 

The collection of three single vision (Essential, Waypoint, Waypoint Plus) and four progressive 
(Base, Essential, C-Scape, C-Scape Plus) lens options offer a tiered approach to suit the unique needs 
of everyone - from those who desire an accessible and reliable Costa optical lens to elite anglers and 
craftsmen that demand extra performance and clarity. 

Premium options in both the single vision and progressive lens categories utilize Costa Waypoint™ 
digital surfacing technology, which enhances the field of view by virtually eliminating the peripheral 
blur found in high wrap glasses. Waypoint digital surfacing ensures superior visual clarity no matter 
which direction you look. Premium lenses in the progressive category feature Costa C-SCAPE® 
technology. Developed by top sportfishing pros and lens designers, C-SCAPE technology offers 
immediate adaptation and enhanced viewing fields suited for the needs of watermen and women.  

“Costas are made for the anglers, soul surfers and explorers who have inspired us since day one. 
Now we can provide the same optical clarity and quality that our community expects from Costa in a 
complete pair of optical frames,” says Jessica Bryant, Sr. Product Marketing Manager at Costa. “We’ve 
paired our best in lens optics with a deeper selection of Rx designs and technologies – creating the 
perfect pair of glasses for answering a 4 a.m. wakeup call or scrawling an entry in your journal at night.” 

Similar to Costa’s sun RX lenses, all Costa Clear lenses are etched with the C-Wave logo for 
authenticity and include advanced coatings, including protection from blue light. Every lens is 
hydrophobic [water resistant], oleophobic [smudge and oil resistant], scratch resistant, anti-static and 
made to reduce inner and outer glare to protect lens integrity on and off the water. 

Costa Clear lenses are now available in all of Costa’s optical frames, as well as eight new styles for 
a complete pairing of high-performance lenses and frames. The sophisticated new frame styles are 
built with the waterman and woman in mind. Taking inspiration from the PRO series of sunglasses, 
additions to the Ocean Ridge collection are built from a durable, double injected Bio-Resin and 
feature a ventilated nose pad for increased comfort, eyewire drains to help manage sweat, Hydrolite™ 
grips and keeper-ready temples to keep your frames in place. 

Costa premium lenses can be customized for your prescription by the experts at your local Costa 
Optical dealer. Other tiers of Costa’s authentic offering can be ordered online at CostaDelMar.com. To 
find an Rx dealer near you, visit https://www.costadelmar.com/en-us/stores. 

 
About Costa Sunglasses
As the first manufacturer of color-enhancing all-polarized glass sunglass lenses, Costa combines superior 
lens technology with unparalleled fit and durability. Costa has made the highest quality, best performing 
sunglasses and prescription sunglasses (Rx) for outdoor enthusiasts since 1983, and now its product 
portfolio includes optical frames. Costa’s growing cult-brand status ties directly to its purpose to provide 
high-quality products with a focus on sustainability and conservation as the company works hard to 
protect the waters it calls home. From the use of sustainable materials to its Kick Plastic initiative, IndiFly 
Foundation, and strong partnership with shark research organization OCEARCH, Costa encourages 
people to help protect the Earth’s natural resources in any way they can. Find out more on Costa’s website 
and join the conversation on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter at @CostaSunglasses.

Costa Introduces Costa Clear
A New Way to See the Outdoors

TSFMAG ADVERTORIAL CONTENT
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I moved to Texas in ‘82, now it’s 
2022, and I am 52.  Could someone 
please pump the brakes on these 
years rocketing by?  I do not mind 
aging, but damn, I just realized I am 
now closer to the end of my fishing 
career  than the beginning of it.  It 
would certainly be fun to go back in 
time with knowledge I have now and 
restart the process.  

Capt Billy Sandifer and I were 
coming off of the beach one evening 
and Billy posed a question; “Kid, if you 
could have one special ‘fish power’, what 
would it be?” I hemmed and hawed for a 
few minutes and replied; “It’s not really a 
special power, but if I ever get to Heaven 
I hope there is a video booth where I can 
watch and identify every big trout I have 
lost, the ones that almost took it and 
backed off, and the record book fish I 
was casting around without knowing it. “ 

Billy took a long pull on the stub of 
his stogie and said, “That sounds nice 
(sarcasm)…but not going to do you any 
good tomorrow.”

Being asked such a question by an 
old beach-fisher fish magician, I knew 

he had something he wanted to share, so I asked, “What would yours 
be, old man?”  Exhaling a cloud of smoke he said; “I wish I could look 
right through the “gosh darn” water, and see every SOB in the ocean, so I 
could catch every one of them I wanted to.”  

My head kinda bobbed in agreement, but I had to remind him that 
would eventually get old, no longer a challenge, and be more on the 
side of marksmanship than fishing.  He promptly gave me his famous 
go-to-hell look and said; “I’m sorry I ever rubbed off on you, you use to 
be a very pleasant kid.”  We both cracked up laughing.

As we are now in the heart of trophy trout season I could use some 
of Billy’s super power right now.  I have always heard and adopted the 
theory that trout over 27” make up less than 1% of the total population.  
I certainly found that to be the case in the four years prior to the 2021 
freeze.  Without scientific evidence, I think it fair to say that number is 
now a wee bit smaller.  We have experienced some outstanding days 
closing out 2021, all things considered, but real work is going to be 
required to coax fish over that mark this year.  The good news is, some 
did survive and have come to hand.  All is not lost, but patience and lots 
of casts will certainly be a major player for the near future.

I just had a gentleman from Mississippi book three days with me.  
He wanted February dates but had to settle for January.  I reminded 
him of the day in January when I caught my largest trout ever, a 
11.5-pound monster that fell to an original Corky.  He was glad to hear 
of my love for the month and the confidence I have in it.  Trust me, it 
was no sales pitch.  January has always been a big producer, if not the 
biggest of the whole season.  

Outside of the lures I have the most confidence in to catch such giants, 
the next most frequently asked question is about my rod preferences.  I 
will say that I have used about every brand on the market over the past 
30 years, but in my opinion Waterloo Rods are simply the best in quality 
and selection.  Much like boats, there is no single rod that is perfect for 
every situation, but what comes the closest for me is the 6’9” Waterloo 
Carbon Mag.  For the greatest part of my fishing career I have always 
been a 6’6” fan, and honestly, could work any type of lure with it. Jimmy 
Burns (owner of Waterloo) sent me a 6’9” two years ago to try and I 
just fell in love with it.  I throw a lot of soft plastic (Bass Assassin) and I 
quickly realized that the 6’9” has a slightly lighter tip that is just perfect 
for smaller plastics and plugs such as Double D, MirrOdine, and Soft-
Dine, but still with plenty of backbone for heavier plugs like Fat Boys and 
larger topwaters.  If you find you are throwing more soft plastic on these 
tougher days, you may want to give a 6’9” Carbon Mag a shot.  And trust 
me, you will not miss a step, even with a big plug tied on.  

Remember the buffalo!  -Capt David Rowsey
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David Rowsey has 30 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

Here’s David Benavides with a 
healthy trout that fell for a plum 
Bass Assassin; promptly released 

to do some much needed 
spawning later this spring.
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PIER & DOCK
LIGHTING

4’ 2 Lite LED
VAPORTIGHT: FLUOR FIXTURE

14-Watt LED
VAPORTIGHT

36-Watt LED

1,000 WATT
SPORTSMAN
PIER LIGHT

Call to ask about 
other LED outdoor 

fixture specials!

$99EA

$529.00
$479.00

/EA
w/1000 Watt Green Lamp

1000W GREEN METAL
HALIDE LAMPS

$11900EA

$5900
$9990

each

each

1003 N. William - (361) 578-5292
Victoria, Texas
Open Mon-Fri 7:00-5:00
www.goyenelectric.com

Prices do not 

include shipping 

and handling

Wall or 
Ceiling 
Mount

Comes with photo cell & 
the high lumen 5000 K 

bright white color.
20 watt – $69.95EA
30 watt – $79.95EA

LED WALL PACKS

• Special polyester powder 
coat to help fixture hold up 
in saltwater
• Die cast aluminum housing
• Special type III spot 
reflector

DUSK TO DAWN
WITH PHOTO CELL

WHITE 
LAMP

$49.95EA $69.95EA

LED 30W with
Knuckle Mount Flood

LED 50W with
Knuckle Mount Flood
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Guessing that even though this is the 
January issue of TSFMag, you might be 
reading it before Christmas. So, I want to 
wish everybody a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

So much has happened the past 
twelve months. Although 2021 was 
not altogether bad we certainly faced 
some serious challenges. Saying that, 
we probably learned more about our 
fishery than the entire decade prior.  

Here are some things I took away 
from the experience: 1) We still have 
a robust fishery. 2) We learned how 
quickly TPWD could react to a natural 
disaster with emergency regulations. 
3) We also saw an incredible shift 
toward conservation of our speckled 
trout fishery by encouraging numbers 

of recreational anglers. At the end of it all I believe the majority have 
become more aware of how truly fragile this fishery is and become 
better stewards of the resource along the way. Amen to that!

Port Mansfield is holding its own. A few cool snaps have allowed me 
the opportunity to check out traditional big trout areas and, for the 
most part, the results are not too bad. All but one area has yielded some 
good trout, best one so far has been about eight pounds. Our forage 
stocks are flourishing like I have never seen and our redfish fishery 
remains strong. Flounder have been slow but the ones we are running 
across are solid. Mid-range trout, 16 to 20-inches, are like footballs and, 
as of this writing, so are the larger specimens in the 23 to 28-inch range, 
(see accompanying video). This is the time for them to start plumping 
up for winter and it certainly seems they all received the memo. 

During the latter weeks of autumn we found redfish and some 
trout staging along big flats and grass lines. But as water temperatures 
continued to cool (58.7° coolest so far), I have watched the fish, mostly 
trout, and a few reds, stage within potholes surrounded by thick grass. 
As water temperatures tick up a few degrees the fish begin sliding out to 
larger flats and grass lines. We recently identified this pattern and I made 

mention to the group to concentrate more specifically on the potholes 
around us. Keying on this we pulled trout after trout (and a red or 
two) from various “subliminal” potholes along the wade. I use the term 
subliminal only because these potholes were not all crisply defined; 
many of them were somewhat vague in color and rough around the 
edges. Something worth noting here is that not all potholes are created 
equal. It is a privilege to be on the water enough to see, experiment 
with, and be able to identify these type of patterns.   

As January settles in we can expect water temperatures to drop 
and remain cooler. This should keep the trout good and plump for the 
upcoming coldest months. I will be capitalizing on stronger lunar phases 
coupled with tide flow and warming (or cooling) trends. Speaking of 
tides, since the re-dredging of the Mansfield East Cut our tides are more 
pronounced. Example: Years past I would fish areas where a few inches 
of a crab trap would be exposed and it would take just about all day 
for the crab trap to slowly disappear with a rising tide. Nowadays, the 
same areas, it takes just a few hours for the water to rise and cover the 
crab trap. That is important; but how, why, when, where? Well, that is for 
another article. 

The past several months I have been tossing the new KWigglers 
Wig-A-Lo soft plastic lure. For those of you that do not know, it has 
been several years in the making but has finally made its debut. It is 
5-inches long with body shape similar to the Willow Tail but with a 
more tapered belly. It has two deep multi-layer hook-slots on the back 
and belly. It has an action hinge halfway down the tail with a mid-sized 

paddle. The nose, or head of 
the bait, is uncompromised 
which allows for a good jighead 
connection. The bait is durable 
and has unparalleled buoyancy 
with exceptional body-wobble 
as it swims through the water 
while the tail paddles constantly 
counter to the body wobble. A 
somewhat basic design but with 
unique motion characteristics 
that make it stand out. Check 
out KWigglers Facebook page 
and YouTube channel for How-To 
advice and other videos on the 
Wig-A-Lo. Available at all Fishing 
Tackle Unlimited locations as well 
as most tackle stores across Texas.

Until next time – stay safe 
and let’s keep practicing good 
stewardship of our resources! 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Better Trout Showing at Port Mansfield 
– Remember CPR!

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com
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Port 
Mansfield

Erin Holekamp reaching for a 
solid trout with her Boga Grip.

KWigglers Wig-
A-Lo is making 

its debut in 
tackle stores 
across Texas. 
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catfoam.com 1-800-595-1880

Fast/Affordable
Risk Mitigation

No Heavy Equipment
Convenient
Environmentally Friendly

Benefits:

Porches & Stoops
Driveways
Sidewalks

Pool Decks & Patios

Bulkhead & Seawall Repair
The Deep Foamjection™ process will create a solid barrier 
preventing future erosion and degradation of sea wall/
bulkhead sub structure.  

Before

After

Concrete Lifting: 
Drill.

Pump.

Patch.

2 PROFILES 5 COLORS

...is ALL YOU NEED!
2 PROFILES 5 COLORS

...is ALL YOU NEED!

TSFMAG.com   |   59



Happy New Year! Hard to believe 
another year has passed, but here we 
are in 2022 and I am happy to report 
that fishing has been improving 
steadily. Fall tides rose as they normally 
do but not to the levels experienced last 
year. They did rise enough to position 
a good number of fish in back lake 
areas and we took advantage. January 
is noted for the lowest tides of the year 
and I welcome this as it definitely helps 
concentrate fish in deeper areas. 

Water temperatures will continue 
to drop, making the fish a bit sluggish 
during the cooler periods. When this 
happens it becomes common to see 
mud boils left behind as fish scoot 
away when startled. These are signs 
that tell me fish are staging idly and not 
actively feeding. A slow lure retrieve 
always works best in drawing less than 

aggressive strikes. Something to keep in mind through the winter. 
I mention this every winter and it’s worth mentioning again. When 

signs of bait are hard to detect and gamefish are hard to locate – key 
on the birds! Pay particular attention to the depth where they are 
feeding. Birds that are diving indicate there is bait below the surface. 

I have found four bird species provide the most valuable clues: 
osprey, brown pelicans, seagulls, and cormorants (AKA water turkeys). 
Each has their own way of showing me where bait might be located 

and a good chance that gamefish will be nearby.
Currently, our water temperatures have been hovering in the 70s 

but that will change soon as cold fronts become more severe and more 
frequent. Redfish have been staging fairly shallow in these warmer 
temperatures. However, as the water temps decline with frontal 
passages we should see them transitioning weekly, and sometimes 
even daily, from the shallows toward deeper water and back again. 

This time of year, you can find redfish hanging on flats and spoils 
along the edges of the ICW.  They will also roam into grass flats littered 
with potholes and, sometimes during prolonged warm spells, travel to 
the sand flats on the Eastside. Mullet will be their primary forage and 
they usually feed aggressively after a front.

The best news this month is that trout fishing has improved quite 
significantly over the past several weeks. We are now seeing them 
frequenting the flats; something we haven’t seen in quite some time. 
In fact, on numerous trips lately, our day’s catch was entirely trout, and 
not just a handful. Some of which have been of fairly respectable size, 
which is another thing we haven’t seen in a while. Most surprising to 
me is that we are finding them in as little as a foot of water.

If it’s lots of trout bites you’re looking for, I recommend any area near 
the ICW with grass and lots of potholes. The best thing about fishing 
potholes would be the fact that we find trout of all sizes, some of which 
can be pretty respectable. ICW spoil banks have also been holding 
decent numbers of trout but, unlike the potholes that seem to have 
similar potential, you need to pick the spoil with the most bait activity. 

Overall, from what we are experiencing right now, our winter trout 
fishing is holding greater promise than I would have predicted months 
ago. And while I can honestly say January is not the best month for 
trophy trout in my area, it is the start of what I would describe as the 
winter trophy season. 

KWigglers Willow Tail Shad and their brand new Wig-A-Lo, 
just now arriving in tackle shops across the state, will indeed be 
top performers to entice trout this winter. We will also be using 
MirrOlure’s Paul Brown Corkys and the Barboleta Lele when the 
conditions call for suspending twitchbaits.  

Getting an early start will not be as critical in January; waiting for 
the sun to get above the horizon and begin warming the air and water 
is a smart move. Keeping tabs on the weather forecast this month 
will often play a greater role in predicting the precise time when fish 
will feed most aggressively. And although tidal flows are weaker, the 
currents also help define the best times to fish. 

I mentioned at the beginning that our trout numbers are looking 
better but in reality they are still far from what they used to be. 
Therefore, I would encourage that if you are keeping trout, keep only 
a few for dinner and release the rest. Being passionate about our 
favorite pastime does not require bringing a limit to the dock every 
time you can.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Proper Technique for Releasing Fish

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.

Arroyo 
Colorado 
to Port 
IsabelC
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Eric Sepulveda with an 
early winter redfish.
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Oyster.TexasSeaGrant.org
The coast is your oyster.

Since the recent legalization of oyster 
farming in Texas, the coast is open for 

business. You can join this new industry!

Texas Sea Grant’s new oyster farming 
website provides information on:

 Permitting • Setting Up Farms • Growing Large, 
Delicious Gulf Oysters • And More! 

w w w . d o a l u r e s . c o m

DOA 2.75 Shrimp
totally new design is the
best of both worlds – it’s like
fishing a jig and a DOA 
Shrimp. The weighted super 
sharp hook slips seamlessly 
into the body
of the shrimp.  It has a 
molded in rattle cavity to 
easily add sound, skips well,
sinks fast, and casts like a 
bullet.

Made in USA

12” Sna-Koil pro-style snake
is so close to the real thing it’s scary.
A true snake shape, the lifelike
profile slithers through weed lines
and over matted vegetation.

211734_DOA_1.27_TxSF_2.75SH-SnaKoil_3.675x4.875.indd   1211734_DOA_1.27_TxSF_2.75SH-SnaKoil_3.675x4.875.indd   1 1/27/21   10:21 AM1/27/21   10:21 AMPESCADO PARK
RV PADS & 
BOAT STORAGE

Baffin Bay
near Kaufer-Hubert Boat Ramp

DAN WARD
832-860-4600 dwpb@comcast.net

TSFMAG.com   |   61



Isabel “Izzy” Garza 
Louis Bait Camp Bridge - trout

Hannah Ellis 
Espiritu Santo Bay - 26” redfish

Nicholas Jimenez 
Laguna Madre - 27” personal best trout!

Andy Barr - Port Aransas
53” black drum

Beatrice Becerra 
Red Dot Fishing Pier - 47” black drum

Matt Dugan  
Packery Channel - 32.5” red CPR

Jack Caddell II 
Rockport - 27” redfish

Cameron Cantu 
Tide Gauge Bar - trout CPR

Colby Renfro 
Baffin Bay - trout CPR
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First come – first published!
Photos are judged on artistic 

merit and sporting ethic displayed. 
No stringer, cleaning table, or 

hanging board images allowed. 
Digital images only. Adjust camera 
to high or best quality. All images 

become property of TSFMag. 
Email to: Photos@TSFMag.com

Include short description of 
your catch with name, date, bay 

system, etc. 

Photo 
Gallery 

Guidelines

Austin Klaerner 
Laguna Madre - 31” black drum

David Wittman 
West Galveston Bay - 28” trout CPR

Roberto Loya 
Arroyo City - 26” personal best trout! CPR

Carl Rubly - Texas City Dike
16” 2 lbs 15 oz - first hseepshead!

Wyatt Blandford & Trey Miller 
Rockport - redfish

Scoute Kalina 
POC - first redfish!

Danny Havard 
Port Aransas - redfish

Jessica Hahn 
Magnolia Beach - 29” redfish
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Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
For the last couple months, James has had good results when fishing in 
a variety of places, but he cautions all, “It’s not bad fishing, but it’s hard 
fishing. In many places, a few fish can be found around most any hump 
or grass bed or patch reef, but it’s normally not a big number. This 
means people with patience and perseverance and drive will do best. 
In many cases, I catch a couple, maybe three or four fish in one place, 
move to another, catch one or two, do that several times, then circle 
back and start over. When you add up the numbers at the end, it’s fine, 
but it feels like work to some people. We’ve had stretches where the 
fish will only bite soft plastics, usually when the water has some color 
to it. When the water clears up, we’re catching better on hard baits, like 
51 and 52M MirrOlures, Leles and MirrOdines. No really good topwater 
bite lately for us. We do have a few birds working in some places, but 
not as many as normal for this time of year. And the schools of fish 
under the birds have been dink trout, sand trout and bull reds.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
Jim says a few more cold fronts should take the duck hunting to another 
level soon. “We have had some good shoots and some mediocre ones. 
We really need some more cold weather to push the bay ducks on down 
to us. Hoping for better shooting as it gets colder, and January usually 
provides such weather. Fishing has been good for numbers of both 
trout and reds lately. In January, we do a lot of fishing in the bayous and 
marshes. On the warmer days, when the tide is up, we catch ‘em pretty 
good in the shallower parts of the marshes adjacent to the bayous. On 
those days, throwing small topwaters often works well, especially for 
the reds. We’ve been catching plenty in the slot and a few oversized 
ones recently. The trout are mostly smallish, with a good percentage of 
keepers, most about two and a half or three pounds. They bite pretty 
well in the shallows during warm spells too, but we catch more in colder 
weather, after the wind blows the tide out. Then, the deeper holes in the 
bayous can produce big numbers. We throw quarter-ounce heads when 
the tide is ripping, eighth-ounce when it’s weaker.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
Randall mentions the weather as a key to figuring out the best way to 
fish in the area around San Luis Pass in the dead of winter. “Right now, 
the tide’s still high and the water’s warm, with the balmy weather and 
onshore winds. Our shrimp have not left the bays yet. But, by the time 
this report hits the shelves, they likely will have. Once we lose the 
shrimp and the working birds, we wind up fishing out in the middle 
of the bays, in depths of three or four, sometimes six or seven feet. 
Out there, we like to throw Norton Sand Eel Juniors this time of year, 
in natural looking colors like bone diamond, cayenne red and tequila 
gold, rigged on three-sixteenth ounce heads. We’ll use any kind 
of predatory activity we can see to figure out where to fish. I don’t 
ignore terns, cormorants, pelicans or gulls when I’m on the water. 
They find the fish for me on lots of days. Of course, when warmer 
weather settles in, we’ll do some wading along area shorelines , 
throwing slow-sinking twitch baits mostly, topwaters if it’s really 
warm and we see lots of active bait on the surface.”

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Charlie Paradoski – 713.725.2401
Charlie says January is historically one of the best months to fish in 
the Matagorda area, especially for folks looking to catch some of the 
big trout which made the area famous. “We’ve got some tournaments 
coming up, and I expect some big trout to come in. Lately, we’re 
catching plenty of trout and redfish in the Colorado River. As long as 
we don’t get some big flooding rains between now and Christmas, this 
should hold up through January. The action in there can really save the 
day when it gets windy. On calmer days, when the water in both main 
bays settles out, the fishing has been great out of the boat, throwing 
soft plastics and bumping them off the bottom in places with a mix of 
shell and mud on the bottom, usually not too far from one of the big 
reefs. Of course, wading in the coves and along the spoil banks can 
also be great this time of year. When we’re doing that drill, we like to 
throw topwaters if the weather is really warm for winter, slow-sinkers 
and tails if it’s colder. The key to catching in January is often to find 
concentrations of bait, usually mullet.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
Lately, fishing has been excellent in all our local rivers. We’ve been 
fishing all of them, the Tres Palacios, Colorado and Lavaca, with good 
success catching good sized trout in the slot. We’re normally throwing 
three-eighths ounce jigheads with DSL lures in colors like chicken of 
the sea and magic grass, working the ledges and sand bars. Our best 
bite has been on outgoing tides, as this brings the bait out of the 
marshes and dumps it into the rivers, where the predators are waiting. 
Slow-rolling the lures along the bottom, around structures has 
accounted for most of the bites. Fishing for reds has been great too, 
with plenty of opportunities for sight-casting in the clear, cool water. 
Best method for catching the reds has been to use the trolling motor 
to creep slowly along shorelines until the fish are spotted, then to stay 
out in front of them. They’ve been eating three-inch Gulp! shrimp 
best, with white working well. The harbor and turning basins should 
come more into play in January, which is normally our coldest month. 
During prolonged cold snaps, the deep holes hold bait and predators, 
especially when tide levels also fall to really low levels. 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
With the cold season starting off with lots of warm days, and Cedar 
Bayou being opened again, Lynn plans to be fishing south of town 
much of the time, come January. “Opening Cedar Bayou should be 
good for some of the shallower areas around Mesquite and San 
Antonio Bays. On warm afternoons in particular, the wading should 
be great down there on the south shorelines, either throwing 
topwaters and slow-sinking twitch baits around the grass beds, 
or working soft plastics around some of the reefs in the chains of 
islands. If the weather gets somewhat colder, and the tide goes out, 
the pattern based on mud and shell usually works better. In either 
case, moving water after the middle of the day is helpful, especially 
if it’s been sunny. In some cases, an outgoing tide pulls warm water 
out of the shallow back-lakes and coves and dumps it into the main 
bays. When this happens, fishing around the mouths of the drains 
is usually great. If the fish are holding on the reefs and on mud and 

FISHING REPORTS     AND FORECASTS
from Big Lake to Boca Chica
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shell close to them in the chains of islands, either direction of tide 
movement normally makes for a good bite.”

Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
Blake will still be immersed in cast and blast season throughout the 
month of January. “Duck hunting has been really good for us this 
year. And we should still have another push or two of ducks to come. 
We also have a late dove season opening in December and running 
through much of January. I’ll be looking to take advantage of that too. 
When fishing, I spend lots of time in the back-lakes and on shorelines 
adjacent to the drains leading into them this month. We target reds 
in the lakes, mostly, in places where I see plenty while running the air 
boat. Mostly, we throw soft plastics at ‘em, but we also catch our share 
on slow-sinking twitch baits and occasionally small topwaters like 
Baby SkitterWalks. Last year was a really good year for catching ‘em 
on those. When targeting trout, we do better working the grass beds 
in water about up to our waists on main-bay shorelines, throwing the 
same kinds of lures. Every now and then, I’ll wind up working some 
of the mid-bay reefs this time of year too, when we’re after trout. That 
works best when winds are light and the tide is moving.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
January provides plenty of quiet time on the water for anglers in the 
Baffin Bay area. It’s still deer and ducks seasons, so the hunters are 
still hunkered down in the brush and blinds on many days. The rest 
of us are busy looking for the monster trout of a lifetime. If we catch 
one this year, we’ll be sure to handle it carefully, take a few pics and 
measurements and release it, getting a replica mount if appropriate. 
As water temps decline during the middle of winter, the trout often 
retreat to deeper water, in places with muddy bottoms. A couple days 
after a cold front passes, the sun heats up the shallows, and the bait 
moves there to warm up, with the trout following close behind. Soft 
plastics work as fish finders for me this time of year, in depths of three 
to five feet early in the mornings, a bit shallower as the days heat 
up. I like to rig four-inch Bass Assassin Sea Shads in colors like salt & 
pepper/chartreuse, plum/chartreuse and opening night on an eighth-
ounce Spring-lock jighead. Wading is most often the best approach for 
anglers targeting big trout in shallow water. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
January is a great month for catching a variety of fish, at least for 
people who understand how to target them in different types of 
weather, Joe says. “When it’s cold, the fishing along the edges of all 
the channels can be great for targeting eating-sized trout and redfish. 
Using a trolling motor to keep the boat in the depths and casting lures 
along the edges usually works best. In the coldest weather, the fish 
will often retreat to the deepest parts of the channels, so casting soft 
plastics and retrieving them along the muddy bottoms of the ditches is 
best. As temperatures climb, the fish often relate better to the edges of 
the channels, so casting lures toward the shallow humps beside them 
and pulling them off the ledges works better. On really warm, sunny 
days, lots of trout and both red and black drum move onto the grassy 
flats to warm up. When they do so, sight-casting for them works great, 
since the water this time of year usually runs crystal clear. Days with 
moderate winds allow for the best opportunities, as the wind breaks up 
the glare on the water’s surface and allows us to see the fish.” 

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 
One of the biggest pleasures this time of year is being in the hot 

pursuit of Florida Pompano. These pomps are some of the tastiest 
fish around. If conditions are ideal, they may be around in good 
numbers this month! The best pompano leaders I have used are the 
Coquina Sunrise varieties available at Catchsharks.com. I have simply 
paired these attractant leaders with Fish-bites, usually green or pink. 
Pompano love clear green water, usually found a couple days after a 
cold front blows through. Launching your bait far out with a medium 
sized surf rod and a three to five-ounce weight works best. Also, 
expect the oversized bull reds to be running, especially at night. Cut 
whiting or mullet prove irresistible to them. Winter trout 
may also be in the surf, taking slow-sinking twitch baits. 
Sharks, including sandbar sharks, will be around in 
the shallows feeding on whiting, sheepshead and 
drum, as long as water temps remain above 60. The 
sandbar sharks top out around 7-1/2’ and can 
weigh over 200 pounds. Fishing 
on warmer days during the winter 
should be great. Just be sure to 
keep an eye on approaching cold fronts, 
as they sometimes hit with a vengeance.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
In January, areas north of town produce some of their best catches of 
the year. The fronts blow the water in and out of the shallows, making 
for some really aggressive bites and concentrated fish, at times. The 
west shoreline works best on light wind days, and most of the fish 
bite in depths about mid-thigh to knee-deep. Another productive 
area after fronts blow through is the northern section of Peyton’s Bay, 
and all of West Bay. It’s best to focus efforts in shallow water in those 
places, no more than knee-deep, for best results. If the tide gets really 
low, the middle parts of West Bay can be better than the shallower 
fringes. One of the best spots in that area is slightly north of a duck 
blind, on a big grassy hump with scattered potholes. Fishing along the 
the ICW in areas near the Saucer is also a good idea this time of year. 
The trout tend to feed along the grassy edges when they’re hungry. 
Topwaters thrown at the sand bars adjacent to the channel work well. 
One of the best lures this time of year is a KWiggler Willow Tail rigged 
on an eighth-ounce or lighter jighead.

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
Aaron says the fishing has remained consistently productive for some 
time now down south in the Lower Laguna Madre. “We have been 
finding trout and reds by locating large schools of mullet. The best 
trout bite has been happening in water about two to four feet deep, 
over a mix of sand, mud and grass on the bottom. We’re catching 
best lately on KWiggler Ball-tails in plum with chartreuse tail rigged 
on eighth-ounce screw-lock jigheads. The percentage of keepers 
out of the total catch has been good, though we are catching some 
undersized fish. The best retrieves have been slow and steady ones, 
keeping the lures close to the bottom. We’re finding more reds 
in shallow places with mostly grass on the bottom. They’ve been 
schooling and feeding aggressively when the tide movement is good. 
When tides fall to low levels, the reds become concentrated in some 
of the deeper sandy potholes, in about three feet of water. In such a 
situation, they’re biting small topwaters like Spook Juniors well early 
in the mornings. Rigging these lures with single hooks helps us cope 
with floating grass. As the sun rises higher in the sky, KWigglers in 
lagunaflauge rigged on quarter-ounce heads work better.”

 66   |   January 2022



Bigclaw snapping shrimp interact minimally with humans, whether 
intentionally or inadvertently. They are sometimes kept in home 
aquariums and are exhibited in many public aquariums. Some other 
species of snapping shrimp live in colonies. Areas where snapping 
shrimp occur at high densities sometimes cause interference with ship 
sonar capabilities. The loud pops made by the firing of the modified 
pistol claws of high-density colonies rival the sounds of sperm and 
beluga whale calls. Between 1944 and 1945, the US Navy deliberately 
used snapping shrimp colonies as an acoustic screen to hide from 
the underwater hydrophones in Japan’s harbors, allowing their 
submarines to enter undetected. The conservation status of bigclaw 
snapping shrimp has not been evaluated. Although their abundance 
has not been extensively studied, there is no known danger to bigclaw 
snapping shrimp, and populations are regarded as stable.

Where I learned about bigclaw snapping shrimp, and you can too!

Texas Marine Species
txmarspecies.tamug.edu/invertdetails.cfm?scinameID=Alpheus%20
heterochaelis

Animal Diversity Web
animaldiversity.org/accounts/Alpheus_heterochaelis/

World Register of Marine Species
www.marinespecies.org/aphia.
php?p=taxdetails&id=158348#distributions

Indian River Lagoon Species Inventory
irlspecies.org/taxa/index.php?quicksearchselector=on&quicksearchtax
on=Bigclaw+Snapping+Shrimp+-+Alpheus+heterochaelis&taxon=821
4&formsubmit=Search+Terms

Pub Med
pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11000111/
pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11586346/
pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11032548/

BBC Earth
www.bbc.com/earth/story/20160129-the-shrimp-that-has-turned-
bubbles-into-a-lethal-weapon

Pistol Shrimp Superheats Water! | 
Weird Nature | BBC Earth

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

...continued from page 45.
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The human body relies on sunlight to synchronize its internal clock. 
Light controls the release of hormones that tell our bodies whether it’s 
time to be alert or time to sleep – despite most of us needing an alarm 
clock to wake up. Most other animals, even those that are nocturnal, 
use sunlight to maintain their internal clocks as well. But animals living 
close to either of Earth’s poles need a different strategy during the long 
months of winter when there’s hardly any sunlight at all. 

 

Those animals include Arctic krill, tiny crustaceans that resemble shrimp 
and are a staple in the diets of whales and many other sea creatures. 
Scientists tracked krill’s daily activity during winter using underwater 
recorders that detect the sounds that occur when krill move in large 
groups. Every night, krill swam to the surface to feed. By midday, the 
krill had returned to the depths where predators were less likely to find 
them. How did they know when to rise and dive when daytime was 
barely brighter than nighttime? 

It turns out even the faint sunlight permeating those dark days is 
enough for Arctic krill to keep their internal clocks moving smoothly. 
Scientists measured krill’s visual sensitivity in the lab and found that 
they can sense more subtle shifts in available light at night than during 
the day, almost like reverse night blindness. The krill can perceive even 
tiny changes in brightness during twilight—whether from the sun, the 
moon or aurora borealis. They use this skill to safely continue feeding, 
resting, and evading predators, based on their biological clocks, even 
with almost no light, ensuring they never need an 
alarm clock. 

A Special Skill of Krill

Krill can sense tiny amounts of light, even in dark, polar winters. 
Credit: Øystein Paulsen - MAR-ECO, CC BY-SA 3.0
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INGREDIENTS
1.5 cup Yellow Cornmeal
1.5 cup All-Purpose Flour 
1 tablespoon Garlic Powder 
1 tablespoon Chili Powder 
1 tablespoon Paprika
1 teaspoon Cayenne 
1/4 teaspoon Toasted and Celery Seed Powder
1/4 teaspoon Dried Oregano 
1/4 teaspoon Dried Thyme
Pinch of Kosher Salt and Pepper 

PREPARATION
Makes a little over 3 cups, should be able to bread roughly 1 pound of Black Drum or any 
other white flaky fish. Also makes a great breading mixture for shrimp.

Preheat deep-fryer or oiled frying pan to 350 degrees.

Slice fish filets into 4-oz portions, roughly 3x3 inches. If using shrimp, peel and devein first. 

Soak your fish or shrimp in an egg wash or buttermilk and let sit 5 min in the refrigerator. 

Mix dry ingredients in a bowl and set aside. 

Set up a breading station starting with the buttermilk fish, a plate/tray with the breading, 
and a plate/tray to set the breaded seafood on. 

Carefully remove the seafood and set it in the breading mix and coat thoroughly. Be sure 
to let the seafood drain off the liquid before placing it in the breading mix to avoid getting 
clumps in the mix. Also, do not overcrowd the breading mix with the seafood, bread just 
a few pieces at a time. When they are breaded, place them on the sheet tray and place in 
the refrigerator for at least 5 min. This will help the breading mix set on the seafood. 

Once the seafood is set, test the fryer with one piece of seafood to make sure it is hot and 
ready. You will want to fry your seafood in batches, fry fish for 4-5 minutes or until golden 
brown and cooked through. If you are frying shrimp, it will take about 1 minute less. 

When fish is golden brown, pull out of the fryer and drain oil by placing on a tray with a 
wire rack or paper towels. Sprinkle with kosher salt, a squeeze of fresh lemon, and enjoy.

We want to thank Chef Davis Turner of Huckleberry Food Truck for sharing this 
excellent recipe and frying method. Huckleberry Food Truck is very popular in 
the Austin area, featuring fresh black drum fillets, served in sandwiches and 
also seafood platters. Black drum fillets are flavorful, flaky, white meat; better 
in my personal opinion than its more glorified cousins – speckled trout and 
red drum. We also want to recognize Chef Davis for his support of Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Coastal Fisheries sustainable harvest of Texas seafood initiatives. 

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530
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Chef Davis Turner’s Fish Fry Recipe
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

Happy and Prosperous New Year 
to All!

Corrosion (oxidation) of aluminum 
is a natural result of saltwater 
exposure over time; hot exhaust 
gasses accelerate the process. 
Flushing for three to five minutes 
using flush muffs with the engine 
running is most 

effective. Lower units of boats cradled in slings are 
cumbersome to access for this method. 

Manufacturers provide secondary flush ports 
for attaching a water hose at the upper pan area 
in front of or at the rear of the engine lower pan. 
Owner’s manuals are clear about attaching the 
hose and flushing without running the engine. 

Two reasons I disagree: First - The hose pressure 
can be as high as 50 psi, and cold water running 
through the engine so quickly allows insufficient 
time to for the engine to warm and release the 
salt. Second - Water flows down to the water 

pump and not up and through the pump via the pickup tube, which 
denies water sufficient time to remain in the powerhead. Remember – 
the heat created by running the engine helps release the minerals. 

If you choose to use my recommended method, the hose must 
be running, and do not start the engine until water flows out of the 
intakes. Then and only then, run the engine at idle for approximately 
three minutes.

Attached photo shows a low-hour, seven-year-old, outboard 
cylinder block oxidized completely 
through. The most likely cause is 
sitting in a sling and using the water 
hose flush method without running 
the engine. 

Conserve the catch for another 
day and the next generation.
Thank you, and be safe.
Chris Mapp
Coastal Bend Marine
Port O’Connor, TX
chrismapp@coastalbendmarine.com
361-983-4841

WHAT YOU CAN’T SEE CAN HURT YOU

Low-hour, albeit seven-year-old, outboard 
cylinder block showing corrosive effect of 
saltwater over time. Most probable cause 

was likely inadequate flushing.

Order today and receive a 12-month 

subscription for $25.00. Hurry and sign up 

family members and/or friends at the same rate!

GET FREE E-MAG WITH 

HARDCOPY PURCHA SE!

AM
EX

361-785-3420
Monday – Friday  7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Subscribing for more than yourself? Please write additional information on a separate sheet of paper.

To order subscriptions simply fill this form out below 
and mail it to the address below, fax, email or go online.

SUBSCRIPTION 
FORM

FREE E-MAG 
WITH 

HARDCOPY 
PURCHASE

E-mail required

SUB0122

12 months print - $25.00
12 months digital only - $12.00
24 months print - $45.00

Auto Renewal available 
with all subscriptions!

361-792-4530
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TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters

Capt. Lynn Smith’s
Back Bay Guide Service

Port O’Connor Area

TROUT
REDFISH

FLOUNDER

Wade & 
Drifting 
the Back 

Bays & Surf

Call 361.983.4434  (cell 361.935.6833)
Email lynn@tisd.net (tswf.com/lynnsmith)

ON THE WATER
Saltwater Fishing Clinics

WITH
Capt. Robert Zapata

If you are having difficulty catching fish on a consistent basis, 
the clinic is designed for you. Learn Capt.Robert Zapata’s 

secrets to finding and catching more fish from his 25 years of 
experience as a professional fishing guide.

For Information Call 361-563-1160

PORT O’CONNOR
SEADRIFT

PORT LAVACA

DRIFT FISHING
LIVE / DEAD BAIT

ARTIFICIAL LURESBay Fishing $500

361-482-8306
Coach Mac’s Guide Service

CALL FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY. ASK ABOUT LODGING AND WEEKEND PACKAGES.

Call Coach Cory McFall
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SOLD EXCLUSIVELY AT

This rod is great for salt-
water trout and redfish 
fishing and is made with 
a 1-piece construction for 
long-lasting use. The cork 
handle allows for secure,  
comfortable casting and  
retrieving, while the rubber 
butt cap helps you reel in 
tough fish.

Available in
Casting & Spinning

Models

TM

FOR YOUR NEXT
BE PREPARED  

FISHING
EXCURSION



www.scbboats.com
A DIVISION OF

956-233-9489
®

10YEAR
H U L L  W A R R A N T Y

BACKED WITH OUR

®

Powered by:

DESIGN YOUR SCB ONLINE



HOUSTON FISHING SHOW
MARCH 23-27

HOUSTON BOAT SHOW
JANUARY 26-30

t h e  o r i g i n a l

SEE YOU AT THE 
BOAT SHOW
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