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performance enhancement in 
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over 50 years. 

Take the KR Concept for example. 
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and 40mm reducer guides and 
demonstrate how a size 20mm, or 
even a 16mm, could do a better job. 
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and intellect. But It also takes the 
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your ideas in a skeptical world. 
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solid durability, with the guts and 
brains to keep you ahead of the 
competition.     
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construction 
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What started off as a slow 

morning in West Galveston 
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and anticipation the rest of the 
day! Sam was using a Laguna 

Custom Rod and the big speck 
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Air and water temperatures vary widely during 
February due to the frequency and strength 
of frontal passages but there is still excellent 
fishing opportunity for dedicated anglers. Let’s 
have a look.

February ranks as a prime month for trophy 
trout, thanks in great part to Jim Wallace’s state 
record speck from Baffin Bay in 1996. Water 
temperature and tide patterns align almost 
perfectly, which means our beloved trophy fish 
become very predictable in their movements 
and feeding patterns in both pre- and post-front 
conditions. The hardest of the hardcores monitor 
coastal weather trends continuously to identify 
days with greatest potential. 

When backcountry water levels reach some 
of the lowest of the year, redfish gather in large 
schools, cruising bay shorelines in search of 
just about anything they can swallow. Schools 
of a hundred-plus are not uncommon. Having 
witnessed this spectacle scores of times I can 
truthfully say it is a sight to behold. It almost 

reminds me of a combine moving through a field of ripe grain as 
mullet, shrimp, and small crabs scurry in every direction to avoid being 
eaten. Tie on a lure, any lure, put it in their path, and hang on.

February’s flounder action begins to increase significantly as mature 
spawning fish begin making their way back to the bays from the gulf. 
It typically begins on flats and drop-offs near gulf passes and spreads 
along major channels as the migration reaches its peak. Sloughs 
that connect backwaters and bays also become hotspots for anglers 
seeking to get in on the action.

Black drum begin their annual spawning migration for anglers 
seeking a big pull from a largely underrated species, and the gulf 
passes are where you want to be to get in on the action. Slot-sized 
specimens offer wonderful table fare. Great family fun!

Last but in no way least, in my book anyway, are the sheepshead. 
Sheepies are fond of nibbling barnacles from pilings and jetty rocks, 
and can often be found in surprising numbers this time of year. 
Pound for pound these are some of the hardest fighters. Great fun for 
youngsters with a piece of shrimp or crab dangling from a popping 
cork near any type of structure. If by chance you have never fried a 
bunch of sheepshead fillets you’re in for a treat! 

So, don’t fall into the couch potato trap. Get the family bundled 
up and get on the water. With that note of encouragement I also 
want to offer a few words of caution; February weather can be 
highly-changeable and the middle of the bay is no place to be 
when a gusting norther reaches the coast. Keep those PFDs handy 
and enjoy great fishing!

EDITORIAL
FEBRUARY’S FISHING OPPORTUNITY

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

February Issue 
Highlights

Customize your own 
redfish rod tailored to 
your exact needs. We 

can show you how!

MUDHOLE.COM

YOUR RODS.
YOUR WAY.
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STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN

“Where’d Ya
Catch ‘Em?”

Areas with new oyster growth 
like this can provide some 

unbelievable fishing at times.



I
f I had a dollar for every time someone asked that question I’d 
have enough money to fish for fun. The million dollar question 
has always been and will always be “WHERE?” The answer 
provided by many to those with such inquiring minds usually 
involves a specific location. In my opinion, though, sharing an 
exact spot is mostly counterproductive. Not only can doing so 

make an area too crowded to enjoy, it does nothing to teach the inquirer 
the how, when, or why that might help him or her become a better angler.    



Spot selection is the first and most important step in planning a 
productive fishing trip. We may have all of the latest and greatest 
equipment and gear that money can buy but if we choose the wrong 
location then it just becomes casting practice. So, how do we avoid 
unproductive areas?  There are some very simple characteristics that I 
look for every time I’m on the water regardless of the month or season.

The number one characteristic I want my target area to have is 
suitable habitat. One type of habitat at the top of my list is live oysters. 
It doesn’t necessarily have to be a large reef; it could be a small area 
with clusters of scattered oysters. Many of the areas I fish have jagged 
individual clusters of oysters growing upward from the bottom like 
stalagmites in a cave. We often refer to these as 
towheads. Various seagrasses offer great habitat 
to target as well. Shorelines lined with Spartina 
(cordgrass) also hold plenty of small crustaceans and 
other marine life that attract target species such as 
trout and redfish. Just about any type of habitat is 
better than a featureless mud bottom.

Most of the areas I fish have varying depths. 
The other day we caught some really nice trout 
on MirrOlure Lil Johns drifting off of a ridgeline 
(ledge) that dropped from 3 feet to 4 feet, while 
transitioning from mud to very thick live oyster reefs 
covered with clusters of spats (small, newly formed 
oysters). I’ve also had very good results wading 
washouts through reefs along the Intracoastal 
Waterway. As a matter of fact, one of my biggest 
trout from West Galveston Bay came from such 
an area back in February 2007. I caught her on 
a green back, gold side, yellow belly (20MR19) 
MirrOlure Catch 2000.  We don’t have a ton of 
them in Galveston Bay but sand pockets (potholes) 
surrounded by seagrass are excellent areas to target. 
Bayou mouths with deep troughs going out into 
the bay are also fantastic areas, which brings me to 
another beneficial habitat characteristic.

Narrow pathways with good current flow such as 
cuts through reefs, bayou drains, mouths of coves, 
and small peninsulas all offer an added advantage 
as they not only provide forage highways for trout, 
reds and flounder but serve as easy ambush points 
for us and our target species. There is usually a 
temperature change associated with these Venturi 
effect type areas as well. This is especially true in 
areas where back lakes dump into the bay. Water 
temperatures will sometimes be 3 or 4 degrees 
higher near these openings. Bait will gravitate to 
such areas and there will often be streaks of slightly 
off-colored water which gives us yet another 
advantage for tricking our quarry.

A common trait of the areas I’ve mentioned is 
that they all hold various species of forage species; 
mullet, shrimp, shad, and crabs. I will always keep 
my eyes peeled for the presence of bait but as you 
can see bait is pretty much a byproduct of the areas 
I’m targeting. In addition, when forage and prey are 
both present in the same areas we usually see other 

signs such as slicks. Everything seems to come together when you’re 
in the right location.  

The best spot may not always be the most comfortable or the 
easiest to fish. If you know for sure where the fish are but you think the 
wind is wrong or the water is too muddy, it might still be smart to give 
that spot a try so long as it’s not dangerous. I remember back in 2009 
when I was hired to take a group in a very large fundraiser tournament. 
I had been on some really solid trout leading up to the tourney but, as 
usual, weather conditions were forecasted to change on tourney day.

The fish I had been catching were living on a narrow stretch of live 
oyster reef in the middle of Galveston Bay. They were easy to catch 

Craig Bailey and Tom Purdy travelled all the way from Michigan and had a blast 
catching many trout and reds while drifting color streaks and ledges over shell bottom.

John Novicky tricked this 29-incher fishing streaky water over shell bottom.   
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in calm or light wind conditions but too much wind would not only 
muddy the warm summertime water but make it very difficult to stay 
on this small area. The forecast called for northeast gusts to 15 mph. 
This was not only more wind than I thought this particular spot could 
handle but the direction was even worse! I had to come up with an 
alternative plan.  

On tournament morning it turned out that the forecast was actually 
wrong.  It wasn’t gusting to 15 mph; it was more like sustained 15 mph 
with gusts reaching 20 mph! We slowly made our way across the bay to 
a semi-protected reef near the north shoreline. We grinded for several 
hours with only a handful of 2-pound trout to show for our efforts. 
There were a lot of really good fishermen in this event and I figured we 
would need at least 20 pounds (5 trout creel) to win. As the day wore 
on the wind eventually subsided somewhat but the water out in the 
middle of the bay looked like chocolate milk. We had less than two 
hours before weigh-in and I decided to venture out to that little reef in 
a last ditch effort. After all, we had nothing to lose at this point.  

Sure enough the visibility was less than 2 inches as we began our 
first drift.  I rigged the guys with dark-colored soft plastics. Half of 
them were armed with Red Shad Saltwater Assassin Sea Shads and 
the other half with Rootbeer D.O.A. C.A.L. Shad Tails. The darker colors 
contrast well in the murky water and the paddle tails create added 
vibration to help trout zero in on the baits. In addition, the D.O.A. baits 
are impregnated with a natural fish attractant scent.  

A small slick emerged downwind of our drift. We were lined up 
perfectly to cast into the school but I had my doubts as to whether 
the trout would be able to find our baits in that horrible looking water. 
Wally removed any doubt when he doubled up with a nice 4-pound 
trout. Then one of the other guys caught another good one. Two more 
drifts and a dozen trout later we headed for the weigh-in with our 
best five trout. We ended up winning first place with just less than 19 

pounds in really tough conditions. The moral of this story is that when 
all else fails go back to where you know the fish are and try to find a 
way to make them eat.  

Choosing the right area then making the necessary adjustments 
as conditions (tides, wind, water clarity, etc.) change is the key to our 
success.  I should also mention that it’s important not to fall in love 
with one spot just because you had a great catching day there once or 
twice in the past. I see this happen quite frequently. Trout move a lot 
especially during warm-up periods. Spending a considerable amount 
of time on the water and using practical knowledge of the bay system 
in which we fish will help us determine the WHERE. Everything else 
seems to fall into place after that. 

CO
N

TA
C

T

Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Live Oyster Habitat Attracts Trout and Redfish

Roland Altinger had himself a day recently 
catching and releasing five trout over 5-pounds, 

including this one just over 7-pounds!

Pete Altinger with one of many 
redfish mixed with some very nice 

trout along a mud/shell ledge.

Stacy Sweet with a beautiful upper-slot red she 
caught in high-pressure post-front conditions 

while drifting along an old bayou channel.
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O
n the list of most famous and important numbers, 
three sits at or near the top. So many things break 
down readily into a trio of related parts. Time 
unfolds as past, present, and future. A family 
unit consists of man, woman, and child. Body, 
mind, and spirit comprise a human being. These 

represent but a few of the many examples of important sets of three.
Not surprisingly, the world of sports includes plenty. One perhaps reigns 

supreme. The excellence of elite athletes stands not on two legs, but on 
three. These metaphorical appendages relate to the body, mind, and spirit. 
Top athletes, including competitive anglers, rely on physical skills, acute 
knowledge of how to play their game and a burning desire to win.  

STORY BY KEVIN COCHRAN



All athletes and knowledgeable 
fans recognize the importance of a 
sports star’s fervent desire. This fact 
probably provides the genesis for 
the prominent myth related to the 
need to give 110%. In reality, no one 
can give more than 100%. In order to 
achieve their lofty goals, elite athletes 
don’t rely on trying harder than is 
humanly possible; they find ways to 
push their performance level close to 
100%, so they can fully realize their 
potential. The bigger the moment, 
the more they show supreme gifts in 
this endeavor.

In an attempt to better explain 
how famous sports stars deliver 
clutch performances by tempering 
their white-hot desire to win, I recall 
the 2008 U.S. Open Golf Tournament, 
played at Torrey Pines, in La Jolla, 
California. The event morphed into a 
duel between the game’s top player 
and a foe with a much less impressive 
resume. As the showdown between 
Tiger Woods and Rocco Mediate 
neared its end, many of us marveled 
at the way Woods endured, despite 
the fact he limped around on a 
broken left leg!

Anyone with even modest 
awareness of the game and a lick 
of sense knew Tiger would win. 
The truth took five days to reveal 
itself. Specifically, the events 
which occurred on the 72nd hole of 
regulation perfectly exemplify the 
qualities inherent to competitive 
excellence. The Cat, as I like to call 
him, came to the hole needing a 
birdie to tie Rocco and preserve his 
chance for victory.

The last hole at Torrey is a relatively 
easy par five, reachable in two shots 
by the pros with an iron, if they drive 
the ball in the fairway. Most of us 
expected the game’s dominant figure 
to simply drill one down the pipe, 
plunk a mid-iron onto the putting 
surface, lag the ball close, then 
hole a short putt to force a playoff.  
Surprisingly, we saw something 
entirely different, more complicated; 
the events painted another stripe on 
the shiny coat comprising Tiger’s on-
course legacy.

The Cat pulled his tee shot left, 

into a fairway bunker. This was a 
physical mistake, flawed execution of 
the proper plan. Correcting the error 
would require utilizing a clear mind 
to employ a sensible strategy. Though 
he and his caddy Stevie discussed 
going for the green from the sand, 
both knew doing so would likely end 
poorly. Despite its modest length, the 
final hole at Torrey has a small pond 
fronting its green, waiting to drown 
the hopes of anyone who leaves an 
approach short, or who spins one 
back off the putting surface.  

So, rather than take a potentially 
disastrous risk, Tiger laid up. He knew 
better than to try to force something 
to happen; he would simply control 
what he could control and allow 
the right result to reveal itself. The 
choice demonstrated his ability 
to use competitive intelligence to 
constrain the urgency spawned by 
his unparalleled desire to win.

Problem was, due to another 
physically flawed move, his second 
shot wound up in the right rough, 
about 90 yards short of the pin, 
which stood in a hole tucked in 
the front right corner of the green. 
Getting the ball close on the third 
shot would require a deft touch, 
a supremely high level of physical 
skill. Controlling the spin and as a 
consequence, the distance of the 
shot, proved challenging indeed.  
And The Cat knew he could not take 
a direct line toward the hole; doing 
so involved too much risk of rinsing 
his ball in the pond. With the delicate 
feel of a surgeon, he lobbed his ball 
onto the right edge of the green, 
where it stopped about twelve feet 
above the hole.

The greens at Torrey Pines, like 
most others out west, include a grass 
known as poa annua, which makes 
the putting surfaces notoriously 
bumpy late in the afternoons. As 
the sun slowly slipped toward the 
horizon etched by the Pacific Ocean, 
we could all see spike marks and 
other imperfections lying between 
Tiger’s ball and the front edge of the 
cup. The road to Rocco’s ruin looked 
like a rough ride.

Still, one thing felt profoundly 

Geary Jordan with one of about three dozen 
trout caught on a recent trip with the captain.

Cold February weather makes for predictable catching 
for people who understand how to find the trout.
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inevitable—the dimpled orb bearing the Nike swoosh 
would find its way to the bottom of the hole once it stopped 
rolling.  Woods would make a four and tie Mediate, because 
maintaining his hopes of earning the trophy required it. 
The Cat’s competitive spirit fairly glowed as he stood over 
the putt in silence, then did what we all knew he would, 
generating a thunderous roar from the crowd.

Draining that putt felt like a triumph of will, not of mind 
over matter, but of heart and soul over matter. As if to add 
an exclamation point the greatest sustained run of golf ever 
played, Stanford’s most famous alumnus beat Rocco in an 
18-hole playoff the next day, because his game included all 
three elements on which the stool of sporting excellence 
stands. The greatest player of his time had all the physical 
tools—he knew when to gamble and when to play safe, but 
more importantly, he consciously controlled his supreme will 
to win, giving every ounce of himself to the task, but never 
needlessly pressing.

It’s Ali leaning into the ropes and duping a dope, then 
knocking Big George down and out, Jordan swishing the 
buzzer-beater to clinch a three-peat, Keri Strug landing her 
last vault on a busted ankle, to preserve the pride of her 
nation. Like Rudy Tomjanovich famously said after his Houston Rockets 
overcame a 3-1 deficit to win a 7-game series against the Phoenix 
Suns, then moved on to win the NBA title. “Never underestimate the 
heart of a champion.”

Champion anglers, particularly those who rely on using artificial 
lures exclusively, stand on the same three legs as other top athletes. 
Elite anglers know how to find and catch fish; they also show steely 
nerves and durable will to win. They display grace under pressure, 
though they aren’t always sure exactly what winning will require of 
them. In this way, a fishing tournament plays out much differently 
than a golf tournament, basketball game or Olympic gymnastics 
event. Tiger knew for a fact he had to make a four on the 72nd hole 
at Torrey, or he’d lose. Keri and Mike knew the score too. Anglers 
compete in events with less clarity.

When accepting this daunting challenge, elite anglers avoid some 
potential pitfalls related to the physical execution or skill component 
in their sport. On the biggest day, they don’t try new equipment or 
lures, nor do they tinker broadly with presentation styles. They remain 
steadfast in their dedication to the skills and equipment they’ve 
practiced and used effectively over time.

Likewise, anglers who stand out from the crowd rely on proven 
strategies and locations when fishing competitively. They don’t try 
new spots, nor do they rely on ones they’ve proven won’t likely 
produce the right fish, simply because those places feel comfortable 
to them. They add up all the elements on the day or days of the 
event, fishing in places and in ways which they believe can produce 
the desired results, given the conditions and restrictions in play. 
They commit themselves to the spots they choose, but not in a 
myopic manner; when they perceive a real need to change locations, 
they make intelligent moves. While making all decisions, they trust 
percentages more than thinking outside the box.

So, like elite athletes in other sports, top-notch anglers rely on 
both physical talent and premium knowledge about strategy, then 
lean on the third leg of excellence. These anglers succeed because 
their foundation does not wobble—the contribution of their 

enduring spirit equals the prowess of their physical and mental 
skills, creating the balance inherent to the winning efforts of all 
champions. They fish with intense focus and confidence, not in an 
attempt to give some super-human, 110% effort, but to allow their 
potential to fully realize itself.

Like all serious competitors, elite anglers undoubtedly endure 
pressure in the biggest moments. When they feel the squeeze, they 
don’t try to deny it; they turn inward, embrace it, and find a way to 
thrive. To observers, this can look like instinct, a God-given trait. But 
in reality, the ability blooms from confidence earned over time, as 
behavior learned through what Ben Hogan called “perfect practice.” 
The spirit of a champion doesn’t rise from the ashes like a Phoenix, nor 
is it a raging wildfire. The essence of greatness is a steady flame, the 
pilot light for an oven in which glory is baked. 
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a full-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Using topwaters in February

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Sidney Shetley caught this fat trout on a cold day in February, 2014, 
during one of the best recent runs for catching big trout in Baffin Bay.
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Will Davenport with 
a stud redfish caught 
during a major feed.



H
ow many times has it happened to you? After hours of 
fishing, struggling, changing baits, and changing tactics it 
finally happens. The fish finally decide to cooperate, and all 
is right with the world again. That brief period of euphoria 
wipes away all the memories of cold boring hours spent 
probing empty acres of water. It’s the opportunity we all 

search for yet only a few find on a consistent basis. 
Those few fishermen who routinely find these brief periods where fish go on 

rampages that the average guy can only dream of reach mythical status quickly 
in the fishing community. The “underground” of the fishing world buzzes with the 
stories of these fishermen, exploits surrounding sessions when every cast was met 
with a bone-jarring strike circulate at the boat shows and each time the story is 
told the stringer always gets bigger. Every coastal angler dreams of fishing trips like 
these but most don’t understand what it takes to achieve these results.

If you ever get a chance to talk to the really good fishermen along the Texas coast 
you will find that most of them are very detail oriented and they keep some sort of 
records. The records consist of all the obvious things like tides, temps, and weather, 
along with bottom structure, available bait, and a few others. The records offer up 
valuable history that can help anglers find a consistent fish catching pattern. 

During the winter months those fish catching patterns don’t last very long as 
the necessary factors tend to align themselves for brief periods, and that’s when 
memories are made. These small windows of opportunity are the key to being 
successful during the tough stretches in January and February because the 
windows in these months are the smallest of the year. Many anglers fish all day in 
hopes of finding fish while others make shorter trips based on the patterns from 
past years. Nine times out of ten, the guy with the known pattern on his side will 
catch more and bigger fish.

STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE

 Make THE

 Most OF Small

Wintertime Windows
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On Sabine and Calcasieu the patterns hold the same 
much like they do farther down the coast, warmer water 
on incoming tides late in the day are a favorite of many. 
The combination of these factors can be extraordinary, 
especially when you know you can count on the bite 
being consistent. The afternoon incoming pattern works 
well and is probably the favorite, but what happens when 
you don’t have these conditions? 

The outgoing tide can also usher warmer water onto 
productive flats provided you have some marsh areas 
nearby. Water from the back lakes and marshes heats 
up during the day and is usually protected, so it holds 
heat for long periods of time. On the outgoing tide 
this warmer water rushes out onto the flats and bars, 
carrying with it bait fish and other food that speckled 
trout, redfish, and flounder thrive on. These sudden 
temperature changes coupled with tidal movement will 
often kickstart the fish into feeding mode and if you 
happen to be there at that time you may just be the 
subject of the next great fish story.

Speaking of tidal movement, I probably get as many 
questions about reading the tide on Sabine as I do just 
about any other influence. Both Sabine and Calcasieu 
are a bit of an anomaly compared to other locations 
along the Texas coast since the main portion of the lake 
is miles from the gulf, which in turn forces anglers to 
learn correction factors. 

Pre-frontal bite during winter can be nothing short of awesome. (Photo credit: Dom Sanchez)

roysbaitandtackle.comBLACKMOON  BACKPACKS

DOMINATE THE INSHORE REALM
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Take for instance Sabine Lake, there is roughly an 
hour and a half difference between the jetty and 
the north end of the lake, which means the current 
on the north end will begin to move an hour and 
a half later than at the jetty. That correction factor 
gets even more convoluted when you fish the 
marsh or the back lakes due to the restriction of 
flows into and out of those areas. It takes some time 
to get a feel for exactly how the tides are influenced 
on a normal day, how they change with high winds, 
or even with different moon phases. The tide chart 
provided in TSF is about as thorough as you could 
ask for and it provides correction factors as well. 

 Another great piece of helpful info can be found 
on the TSF Solunar Table that identifies feeding 
times; periods when fish are most apt to be feeding 
more aggressively due to the position of the moon 
as it moves across the sky from horizon to horizon 
and its corresponding effect on tides. Many anglers 
believe that fish really get cranked up once the tidal 
flow reaches a certain velocity or speed. 

Take for example an incoming tide that starts at 
1:00pm and ends at 3:30pm. The water may begin 
to move slowly incoming at 1:00pm and it should 
gradually pick up speed until it reaches the maximum speed. The tide 
flow obviously does the exact inverse as it gets closer to the end of 
tide before it finally stops. That period from where the tide reaches 
maximum speed to when the tide begins to slow is the proverbial 
“window” that many anglers look to take advantage of. 

I can remember a conversation with Mike McBride, one of the best 
big trout guys I know, and he swore by that tide chart and those 
feeding times. In fact, he once told me, “It doesn’t matter where you 
are when the feeding period starts, you need to be fishing at that 
time because you are better off fishing during that period than you 
are running to another spot.” Take a minute to study that table, the 
feeding predictions can be very helpful.

Over the years I have been on the fortunate end of career days using 
both the incoming and outgoing tides during winter and these trips 
help erase the memory of the bad days which we all inevitably suffer 
our way through. All you can do as a fisherman is to put the most odds 
in your favor and put your time in on the water. As unpredictable as 
the winter can be it’s awful nice to know that there is the possibility of 
predicting when and where the fish will bite. 

Looking at February, the first thing that comes to mind is runoff 
from the major reservoirs to the north and what kind of effect it will 
have on Sabine and Calcasieu. As of this column being written, all 
the water levels on the lakes are well below normal and that means 
stable conditions and saltier water for the coming spring. Any type 
of consistent pattern will be a welcome blessing for anglers testing 
Sabine or Calcasieu this spring because nothing ruins the party like 
days of muddy runoff dumping into either venue. If the conditions 
stay remotely close to what we saw in December and January, being 
mild and relatively dry, we may see some outstanding fishing as both 
water clarity and wind may be more friend than enemy. You can rest 
assured there will be a handful of true die-hards out there who will 
figure out a pattern and execute it to perfection while the rest of the 
fishing community finds out about their success too late to duplicate 

it. The only way to take advantage is to get out there and get after it as 
the only sure constant in the equation is that you cannot catch them 
from your couch. 

I encourage anglers to exercise caution this month as water temps 
will be cold and the weather can be unpredictable. Please wear your 
PFD and be sure to communicate a float plan to a trusted individual 
about where you intend to fish. The old saying about an ounce of 
prevention rings true when the weather turns ugly in a hurry. Enjoy 
your time on the water and if you get an opportunity, be sure to take a 
kid or someone new to the sport with you next time you go.
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Cold Weather Boater Safety Precautions

The TSF Solunar Calendar provides a full year of solunar 
feeding predictions – a valuable tool for all fishermen.
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STORY BY JOE RICHARD

GETGETTHETHE

  NET!NET!

Cobia less than 34 
inches scooped up with 
a net, before releasing.



S
omeone asked me about choosing a landing net, 
and I told them “it’s complicated.” Factors would 
include what you fish for, do you mind waving 
it in front of other boats, are you a guide or fish 
tournaments? What sort of fish are you after? Are 
you worried about landing every keeper fish, or just 

catch-and-release? Do you really need a net, or will your tackle 
swing fish into the boat or slide them onto a handy rock jetty? Are 
you wading, or way up high on a seawall or pier? More on that later. 

I’m a guide and use a smaller, telescoping Frabill net and have 
for years. Sometimes the mesh will hang up on the little button 
arm extender, but that’s okay. I want my net hidden from other 
boats, only extending the arm when we have a good fish on. It’s net 
the fish and skim it over the gunnel real quick, then fold and hide 
the net. I don’t wave a huge net in the air and then do high-fives 
afterwards; that’s a sure way to attract attention that can stop the 
action. Other boats don’t notice we’re catching fish, and that’s a 
good thing. We may forego the net entirely.



Last week we landed a double-header of upper-slot redfish during a 
slow day. Midway through the battle, we were startled to see another 
boat only 50 yards behind us. So, working those reds around our 
boat to the other side, we grabbed the 30-pound leaders and just 
eased them over the gunnel. I thought we’d been made, but to our 
amazement the other boat cranked up and idled away, disappearing. 
Someone pointed out later, that maybe the other boat returned next 
day. Or they’re camped on my honeyhole right now...Which might be 
true, but that day at least they didn’t potlick us, which means anchor 
close by and pummel my spot. 

Some days you really do need a landing net, like when trout just 
keep falling off the hook. My wife Amy almost lost her cool, after I 
left the net at home and she had three, consecutive 20-inch trout 
dropped off the spoon when I grabbed the leader and tried to lift 
them aboard. Some days, the fish just nip at the lures, hit short and 
are barely hooked.

And there are the charter days, when you don’t 
want to lose a customer’s fish. Like the time I 
lifted a guy’s prized, good-sized pompano up by 
the leader and it fell off, bounced off the gunnel 
and was gone. Another day, this time ready with 
the net, a nice flounder dropped the hook at 
boatside but I dug elbow-deep underwater with 
the net, and somehow came up with the prize. 

We never carried landing nets during our 15 
years of walking the jetties; instead we became 
skilled at sliding hooked fish onto flat, wet rocks, 
often with the help of a timely wave. We were 
mobile and a long-handled net would have 
slowed us down. If we lost a few fish, there were 
always more. The same with catching bull redfish 
from the boat, no landing net required. Back then 
I used 200-pound Ande line for a leader, and we’d 
just take a wrap and yank those 40-inch beauties 
into the boat. Using 16/0 circle hooks, I don’t 
remember a single bull red ever getting loose at 
boatside, and we landed hundreds. Lip-hooked 
and easily released. 

Offshore is generally gaff country, but I’ve seen 
a few landing nets out there. During one trip 
a friend had a big, rubberized landing net that 
came in handy when we ran into two schools 
of just-undersized ling. That rubber mesh didn’t 
tangle hooks much at all and each released ling 
swam away. While occasional boats still practice 
gaff and release, we also managed to land a lot of 
kingfish without a gaff. One needs quick reflexes 
to do so, and serious hand strength. Most kings 
could shake me loose on the first grab as we 
tried to bring ‘em aboard and unhook while they 
were still somewhat lively. In contrast, I’ve had 
several guys on the boat who could hand-grab a 
30-pounder on the first try. 

Landing nets that float are best, of course. Last 
year I spotted something shiny on the horizon, 
we were idling back in the boat 600 feet for 
another trout drift. It turned out to be a landing 

net, and I grabbed it, thinking wow, these nets are popular; there 
was only one other boat out here an hour ago. Same brand, looks 
like I now have two. Then I glanced around the boat and wondered, 
“Where’s my net?” It was my own, it had slipped off the low stern at 
some point. You have to watch equipment on those low-sided boats.

Not three days ago, a big landing net slid off the stern, of a big, 
rented pontoon boat for a family reunion. That boat was clumsy 
at making a quick U-turn and scooting back to save the net now 
upright and several inches underwater, it was sinking. Another 
lucky break, it was the marina’s loaner net and we’d barely saved 
it. Not sure what brand it was, but it was big and had green mesh. 
You would think they would all float. A cork or float attached to the 
handle would have helped. 

There are a few offshore fish deserving of landing nets, but not 
many. Undersized ling, as mentioned. They grow up to 135 pounds 

Flounder are impossible to grab in the water, but a landing net makes the job easy.

Small, stealthy net lands a redfish in marsh country. 
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and deserve special care. Tripletail are another candidate; they have 
a tough hide that can deflect a gaff. How else are you supposed to 
boat a prime 10- or 20-pound tripletail? If they’re a little short, it’s net 
and release. Big sheepshead are another spikey species that require 
a landing net. And you never know when and where a big flounder 
will show up.

There are two situations where I always bring a net: in bay 
tournaments, or with charter clients. With the latter, you don’t want to 
lose a prime fish at boatside, perhaps the biggest your client has ever 
caught; with paying customers, it’s best to avoid anger and despair. 
In tournaments, when the chips are down, you don’t want to derrick 
fish over the gunnel when a pulled hook might cost you a roll of 
Benjamins. Or even a few, for that matter. 

There have been countless, comic stories about misadventures 
while landing fish. My favorite happened when Port Arthur friends on 
another boat brought a big tripletail alongside. However, they netted 
it tail-first and it wouldn’t quite fit in the landing net. Angler put down 
his rod, bent over and tried to pick up the net’s rim and scoop the 
fish, which appeared to weight about 15 pounds. With a pair of hands 
near its head, the tripletail bolted out of the net, soon taking the rod 
with it. Angler dove after the rod to no avail. Surfacing and sputtering 
without his favorite rod, there was screeching and harsh language, 
shocked silence from the crew that soon turned to laughter. Imagine 
doing that during a tournament, which would be worse. That at least is 
something I haven’t witnessed, because we were always very focused 
when a winning fish was brought alongside. 

To be brief:
>If you don’t want to be noticed landing fish, go with a more-stealthy, 
telescoping net and use it sparingly.

>Most guides and tournament guys use a big landing net for good 
reason, they don’t want to lose a quality fish.

>Rubberized nets are best for releasing fish; the mesh doesn’t cut the 
tail or rub off fish slime.

>For jetties, seawalls, and piers, you will need a long handled net. I’ve 
seen them up to 15 feet long after being extended; they’re built for 
high seawalls and piers. Good for the jetties, too. 

>For wading, a short-handled floating net works well. Without one, 
good luck grabbing that next big flounder.

>If you dip up a 30- or 40-pound black drum, don’t try to lever it into 
the boat, the aluminum arm will break every time. Point the handle 
straight up and lift gently. 
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T Joe Richard has fished the Gulf since 1967, starting out of Port Ar-
thur, but his adventures have taken him up and down the entire coast. 

He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD

This veteran wader opts for a net, rather than hand-grabbing each fish. 
Seatrout have what is considered a soft mouth, 

and often are scooped with a landing net.
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O
ysters are an iconic part of life on the Texas 
coast, and Texans and tourists alike flock 
to seafood restaurants to enjoy plates of 
these briny bivalves. Although oysters have 
been long valued as a food source and a 
fisheries commodity, only recently have 

they gained recognition for the numerous ecological benefits they 
provide, including shoreline protection, water quality, and habitat 
for a host of other species. Because oysters are a target fishery as 
well as a critical habitat within our bay systems, they are uniquely 
challenging to manage.

Harvesting by dredges removes both oysters and their shells, 
reducing the size and complexity of reefs. Larval oysters attach to 
and grow upon the shells of older generations, so when reefs are 
physically damaged or removed, we reduce the substrate—hard 
surface—that is available on which to grow new oysters. Fortunately, 
Texas is one of the last places in the world where large scale oyster 
reef conservation and sustainable fisheries are still compatible. 
Protecting oyster reefs can help reverse oyster population decline and 
bolster fish stocks, benefiting the economy and the environment.  

The economics for conserving oyster reefs are compelling: the 
estimated value of oysters in the water is $2,000-$40,000 per acre, 
which includes benefits of increased biodiversity and fish production, 
protected shorelines, and improved water quality1. Additional benefits 
of oyster reefs for recreational angling are estimated at $23,000 per 
acre2. In comparison, the value of oysters harvested commercially from 
a typical reef is estimated at only $880 per acre1. 

Oysters help clean bay waters. Each individual oyster filters up 
to 50 gallons of water per day, removing phytoplankton, detritus, 
and other particles from the waters in which they live. This filter 
feeding also removes nitrogen, incorporating it into oysters’ shells 
and tissues as they grow, much like the plants in our gardens take 
up the nitrogen from the soil. While nitrogen is naturally occurring 
in our bays, excess nitrogen from stormwater runoff can create algal 
blooms and eventually lower the dissolved oxygen levels in the bay; 
uptake of nitrogen by oysters helps to combat this issue. This process 
has a real economic benefit: our research in the Mission-Aransas 
Estuary estimated the value of nitrogen removal provided by oysters 
as $300,000 annually3. 

Oysters build habitat that increases biodiversity and enhances fish 
production. Oyster reefs can provide 50 times more habitat surface 
area than the otherwise flat, muddy and sandy bay bottom. Numerous 

A Case For Conserving
Oyster Reefs

Oyster harvesting in 
Aransas Bay, December 
2, 2021. Photo by Harte 

Research Institute.

Drone image of oyster 
harvesting in Aransas 

Bay, December 2, 2021. 
Photo by Lyng Imagery.

Underwater oyster 
reef in Aransas Bay. 
Photo by TAMUCC.

STORY BY DR. JENNIFER BESERES POLLACK
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recreationally and commercially important species of fish, shrimp, 
crabs, and other organisms depend on reefs for nursery habitat or 
feeding, so the presence of healthy oyster reefs greatly increases both 
the abundance and diversity of other species. Further, the community 
of organisms that inhabits oyster reef is unlike that found in other 
coastal habitats like seagrass, marsh, or mangrove. Our team has 
documented measurable improvement in these habitat functions in 
local bays within just six months of restoring reefs. 

The more that we study oysters, the more evidence we find 
to support the case for conserving oyster reefs to benefit the 
environment and the economy. If you have ever cast a line into Texas 
bay waters, you surely recognize how oyster reefs support recreational 
angling. The millions of small organisms that inhabit oyster reefs 
provide key prey for sportfish and promote better fishing for Texas 
anglers. Oyster reefs also serve as natural breakwaters that protect 
shorelines from waves, reduce erosion, and support the growth of 
marshes and seagrasses. And we are only beginning to learn about the 
role of oysters in capturing and storing carbon. 

There are a number of possible conservation actions that can be 
taken to increase protections of oyster reefs. One strategy is to develop 
a sanctuary network for legacy oyster reefs in strategic locations 
where commercial harvest is prohibited, to allow source populations 
of adult oysters to grow, reproduce, and replenish reefs throughout 
the bay. Another is to provide permanent sanctuary status to restored 
reefs to protect those conservation investments. A third strategy is to 
incorporate measures of reef structure into management criteria in 
order to better gauge loss of reef habitat in addition to loss of market-
size oysters. Alternative methods of oyster harvest being explored by 
the Harte Research Institute and partners, including supplementing 
dredging with oyster aquaculture, may also help maintain a long-term 
supply of sustainable seafood.  

Opponents of limitations on commercial harvest activities from 
selected reefs argue that it will diminish the oyster fishery. Economic 
work at the Harte Research Institute indicates that, when protected, 
oyster reefs directly enhance recreationally and commercially 
important species to a degree that more than offsets the opportunity 
cost of incrementally reduced oyster harvest. Protected reefs yield 
larvae that nourish natural oyster reefs—including commercially 
harvested reefs—across a large geographic area, enhancing the 

Continued on page 53...

Recycled oyster shells are placed back into St. Charles Bay to restore 
degraded oyster reef. The shell provides important hard structure for 
larval oysters to attach and grow. Project funding provided by CCA, 
NFWF, NOAA, TGLO, and TPWD. Photo by Harte Research Institute.

Intertidal oyster 
reef and saltmarsh. 

Oysterman in Aransas Bay, December 2, 
2021. Photo by Harte Research Institute.

Intertidal oysters in Copano 
Bay. Photo by K. Thompson.

Drone image of restored oyster reefs in St. Charles Bay, adjacent to 
Goose Island State Park. January 5, 2021. Photo by Lyng Imagery.
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FISHING WITH THE FAT BOY

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable Christmas 
and New Year with family and friends. As I prepare this 
month’s article Jay Ray and I are also preparing to leave 
for our annual two month stay in Port Mansfield with 
my Fishing Club members. Our program will be the 
same as in all previous years – total catch and release 
of speckled trout. We fully understand the positive 
impact catch and release can have in general, and also 
recognize its heightened importance in the wake of the 
disastrous freeze last February. Jay Ray and I observed 
it firsthand and I honestly felt sick after seeing the 
numbers of large trout we lost.  We like challenges, so 
this year should be all of that and more.

I want to talk this month about fishing with Fat Boy 
lures from MirrOlure and Custom Corky. I firmly believe 
that Custom Corky makes the best clear-water color 
patterns on the market today, developed specifically 
for the Middle and Lower Texas coast, with input 
from some of today’s very best trophy trout anglers. 
Literally tons of hours of field-testing work went into 
these designs until the patterns were finalized. One 
of the newest colors coming in 2022 has been in the 
works more than two years, which should tell you how 
meticulously they have been working. MirrOlure 
(owner of Paul Brown Lures) makes the Pro 
Series Fat Boy, a silver or gold hologram lure that 
descends slowly in mostly horizontal (flat) fashion 
with a realistic wobbling action. Custom Corky 
also makes all of their custom colors in this series 
as well. Good pro-staffers are hard to please and 
that is what I love so much about the MirrOlure, 
Custom Corky and Texas Customs team.

So, what makes the Fat Boy so effective in the 
winter months versus summer? No real science 
here, but I personally believe that when smaller 
baitfish become scarce in winter, the Fat Boy 
represents a size and shape that trout prefer. The 
Fat Boy is shad-shaped by design, created by Paul 
Brown years ago, likely with input from fishing 
buddies and pro-staffers along the way. I fell in love 
with it at first sight, based on the numbers of shad I 
have found in trout stomachs over my career. Shad 
are definitely fewer in the winter months, which led 
me to believe that this could be some of the reasons 
for the lure’s success. 

Years ago I watched Cliff Webb take Fat Boys out 
of the package and drop them in a bucket of salt 
water. If it sank slowly in a horizontal descent with 
a slow wobble, that was his Fat Boy. No wobble 

or sinking head- or tail-first, Cliff discarded it. A very 
valuable lesson for me and one that I still employ 
today with every lure. Sinking in the fashion described, 
wobbling side to side, allows the hologram to reflect 
all available light naturally. I also firmly believe that 
there can be too much reflection, which is the reason 
behind Custom Corky Fat Boys having either glitter or 
hologram, but not both.  

To my thinking, I don’t want the fish to see the 
entire bait, just enough to sell her on the fact that it is 
something to eat. Building on this, I have always been a 
fan of lure colors that have low-impact color schemes. 
In shallow water, sunlight penetrates the entire water 
column, so fish see reflection and size well. I believe that 
shine or glimmer/glint created with each wobble of the 
lure is critical when fish are reluctant to eat. Let’s face it, 
when they are on a major feed, they are wrapped up in 
eating all that moves in front of them. It’s all the rest of 
the time that we need to be concerned about. 

Travis McKee told me that the best way to 
consistently catch fish on a Corky was to try and 
remember exactly how one was working the lure when 
they caught a fish and then try to replicate that action. 

Ken Ford tricked this 
one on a Double D 

lure – CPR!

 28   |   February 2022



TSFMAG.com   |   29



It’s simple and so very true, a tip I have 
never forgotten. 

Every angler has their own lure 
rhythm or retrieve cadence. The 
brand, length, and action of the rods 
that we select also determines how 
the lure will react to the action we 
are imparting. Simple as that sounds 
it’s not really at all simple in practical 
application; ask any angler who has 
spent many years and thousands of 
dollars trying to figure out. For me, 
the Henri 6’6”Med-Light Ultra CS is 
the best choice for the rhythm I have 
developed over the years. 

What works best for me is a rod 
with moderate power versus fast or 
aggressive power. The moderate power 
allows me the luxury to overwork 
the lure, which is natural for me, with 
the forgiveness of moderate power 
absorbing some of that aggression, while still creating lure action that 
entices fish to strike. A rod with moderate power will also absorb those 
first frantic headshakes which provides the angler a better chance of 
landing truly large trout. Whatever brand of rod you choose remember 
that it is rod’s action characteristics that will make it the right one for 
your style. I strongly believe that a 6’6” Med-Light is the best all-around 

action for what we want the Fat Boy to do for us.
The aggression with which we work the Fat Boy changes like the 

weather, actually with the weather, you might say. Remember that fish 
will acclimate to cold water temperatures, and once acclimated, will 
return to a normal level of aggression in feeding. To believe that one 
should always work a lure very slowly during winter because of cold 

Mark Combs with 
solid early-winter 

trout – CPR!

Lowell Odom, owner 
of Custom Corkys, 

with a beautiful 
trout – CPR! 

www.JBraid.com

J-BRAID GRAND x8 
Our most abrasion  
resistant braid yet,  
made with smooth  
and strong “IZANAS”   
material.

J-BRAID x4 
4 inter-woven strands. 
Strong, tough and  
abrasion-resistant.  
Excellent knot tying  
braid.

x8 GRAND DARK GREEN x4 DARK GREENx8 GRAND GRAY LIGHT x4 CHARTREUSEx8 GRAND ISLAND BLUE x4 ISLAND BLUE

CONVENIENT SPOOL BAND WITH 
LINE THROUGH HOLE FOR EASY LINE 
MANAGEMENT.

J-FLUORO LEADER
100% Fluorocarbon leader material. Fea-
turing convenient spool band for easy line 
management.  Available in 2 spool sizes:  
100 yard spools (2lb -20lb) and  
50 yard spools (25lb – 80lb).
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water and air temperatures would be unwise. While true that a sudden 
and dramatic drop in water temperature would dictate a slower than 
normal presentation, such is not universally applicable. For me, water 
temperatures below 55° will get me to thinking slower. Higher than 
this I am in a normal aggressive mode of operation. 

Predators like to chase and kill and speckled trout are some of our 
bay’s best predators. If you can begin to think about what it is that 
makes a predator react to prey it becomes easier, for me anyway. What 
makes a cat pounce on its prey? I always suggest to my clients that we 
should think of trout as the cats of the bay. With that said it only stands 
to reason that we should approach them with this in mind. I want to 
create an action that says. “Hey, come get me if you can.” 

It is also important to remember that during a single cast we might 
have to employ multiple actions and sink rates. For example, if you 
have shallow grass beds lying ten to twelve inches below the surface 
but surrounding potholes are more than two feet deep, you need to 
slow the retrieve as the lure enters the pothole. This is probably the 
single biggest mistake I see inexperienced anglers make with their 
lures. We must pay attention to bottom undulations and adjust during 

the presentation. Bottom composition (texture) is also critical, but I will 
reserve that discussion for another article, maybe next month.  

I have been fortunate to have had the luxury of watching literally 
thousands of fish eat lures. I am constantly aware of what I need to 
do to make the fish react in a positive manner. On a long cast, in my 
mind I see with every twitch or turn of the reel handle how the lure 
is reacting and this is a huge advantage for me. I struggle fly fishing 
because the strip, twitch, bump are new to me, but I can still see 
what it is that I should have done to catch the trout that turned away 
from my fly. It’s instinct that only comes from a lifetime of dedicated 
observation of a lure’s action and the reaction fish have in response to 
it. In the beginning I was observant because I needed to be in order 
to become good at my job. Today, observations are opportunities to 
teach and help instruct anglers on the water.

In my video this month I discuss the color patterns of the Custom 
Corky Fat Boy Series. To see more of my videos and video tips follow us 
on Instagram at jaywatkinsfishing.

May your fishing always be catching!  -Guide Jay Watkins

Top Producing Corky Colors

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com

Watch the videos then check them  
out at your nearest Daiwa dealer.

For more info visit: Daiwa.us

BGMQ  SERIES
  MONOCOQUE® (MQ) Aluminum 
Frame

  Rubber Seals Enclose Gearbox 
for Maximum Protection

 Waterproof ATD Drag System

BG SERIES
 AIR ROTOR®

 DIGIGEAR® System
  Waterproof Carbon 
ATD Drag System

SETTING THE STANDARD  
FOR OVER 40 YEARS SCAN HERE TO SEE 

THE BG VIDEO
SCAN HERE TO SEE 
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On February 14, 2021 the entire Lone Star state found 
itself under a Winter Storm Warning. Sleet and snow 
blanketed most of the state along with historic low 
temperatures especially in coastal counties. Winter Storm 
Uri had widespread implications for both Texans and 
Texas wildlife. With seawater temperatures in shallow 
bays hovering in the 30s and 40s, locating shelter was not 
easy for marine life, especially Green Sea Turtles. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) is one of the first 
of many agencies and organizations to administer aid in 
rescuing these turtles from the bitter cold. 

Unlike mammals, turtles are cold-blooded and 
cannot regulate their body temperature. When water 
temperatures fall below 50 degrees Fahrenheit for more 
than 24-hours, it renders them cold stunned. Being cold 
stunned affects a sea turtles’ ability to swim and breathe. 
Hypothermia sets in causing them to be lethargic. They 
appear lifeless and float on the surface, where strong 
winds can push them towards jetties, passes or strand 
them along shorelines. With prolonged exposure to the 
elements, they often succumb to drownings, boat strikes, 
or find themselves increasingly vulnerable to predators.

TPWD utilizes cold front forecast data from 
universities and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) to predict if and when water 

temperatures might fall below the temperature threshold 
for more than a 24-hour period. Once a potential freeze 
event is predicted, TPWD coordinators reach out to their 
local coastal field offices, game wardens, conservation 
organizations, volunteers, and rehabilitation facilities to 
coordinate a response action. 

The severity of a cold stun event is influenced by the 
intensity and duration of a cold front.  Mild winters result 
in few, if any, sea turtles affected by the elements. While 
mass stranding events are relatively uncommon in the 
Gulf, the number of cold stunned sea turtles stranded 
in these events is on the rise. Over 13,000 sea turtles 
were cold stunned along the Texas Coast in the wake of 
Winter Storm Uri. This number shattered previous record-
breaking cold stun events, like those in 2017-2018 with 
3,675 turtles and in 2011 with 1,670 turtles. 

The survival of a cold stun turtle is greatly correlated 
to a quick response time. Staff head out into freezing 
conditions as soon as weather permits. Scouting miles 
of remote shoreline is very time and labor intensive, 
as it involves weaving in and out of shallow bays 
and walking through thick mud. Stranded turtles are 
collected from shorelines or netted out of the bay and 
transported to designated sites along the coast for 
intake into rehabilitation facilities. Authorized holding 

shelters are often utilized when carrying capacity has 
been exceeded or proximity to a rehabilitation facility 
makes transport unfeasible. In the case of Uri, turtles 
where being processed at TPWD facilities and even 
newsworthy makeshift shelters, including the 45,000 sq 
ft South Padre Island Convention Center. 

Staff and authorized volunteers triage the turtles 
documenting their location, species, carapace length, 
as well as tagging each turtle for future research. 
Turtles are placed indoors, allowing them to rest 
and acclimate their body temperature to a warmer 
environment. Veterinarians, approved by the Sea 
Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network (STSSN), assess 
the turtle’s health before being released. Once water 
temperatures increase and the turtle is fully recovered, 
they are released back into the Gulf of Mexico.

Volunteers play a crucial role in any cold stun event. 
Rescuing turtles is a daunting task and without the 
help of dedicated volunteers, most of these major 
events would result in larger causalities.  With over 
350 miles of Texas coastline, it is imperative that this 
conservation effort draw in more trained volunteers, 
especially in remote locations. 

Padre Island National Seashore Division of Sea Turtle 
Science and Recovery and the Gulf Center for Sea Turtle 

B y  C a r e n  C o l l i n s  |  M a t a g o r d a  B a y  E c o s y s t e m

F I E L D  N O T E S

HISTORIC COLD STUNS SEA TURTLES
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Research out of Galveston offer training courses for those wanting 
to aid in rescue and conservation efforts. Cold stun trainings are 
held annually via webinar. Trainings are free and open to the public. 
Participants are instructed how to properly handle turtles, identify 
species, document, tag, and sort, based on STSSN guidelines. 

All sea turtles are classified as threatened or endangered under 
the Endangered Species Act; therefore, a permit is required to handle 
them. Volunteers must also work directly with an organization that 
holds a federal permit. That is why it is imperative for volunteers 
to attend a training and work directly with a permitted facility, 
organization, or agency. 

Cold stun rescues cannot be accomplished without the help of 
state and federal agencies, conservation organizations, local zoos and 
aquariums, and volunteers.

Please contact 1-866-Turtle to report any strandings, 
entanglements, or cold stuns. 

For more information regarding volunteer opportunities please 
contact the following organizations. 
Padre Island National Seashore Division of Sea Turtle Science https://

www.nps.gov/pais
Gulf Center for Sea Turtle Research karihoward@tamug.edu
Sea Turtle Inc https://seaturtleinc.org/volunteer/
Amos Rehabilitation Keep http://missionaransas.org
Local TPWD Coastal Fisheries office

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your local TPWD Law 
Enforcement office, or tpwd.texas.gov for more info.
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If someone was to ask me to create the most ideal 
scenario for sight-casting redfish it would consist of 
three things – clear water, plenty of sunshine, and 
hungry fish. With this combination it would be hard not 
to have a fun day. I also get asked frequently when is my 
favorite time of the year to be in the marsh. The obvious 
answer is in the fall but a close second is the month of 
February. A majority of people are surprised by that 
answer and rightfully so; February has been labeled 
as a cold and dreary month and is therefore often 
overlooked. I happen to find it an exceptional month 
but with only one catch, you have to be ready to brave 
the cold. The elements are something every angler 
has to deal with but once you are prepared for them 
properly, you can fish properly. February does have its 
share of bad weather but there are plenty of days across 
the month where conditions are near perfect. 

When it comes to the ideal sight-casting scenario 
mentioned above, clear water is usually easy to 
find. The wind patterns are often favorable and the 
incoming tides following northers bring plenty of 
clean, green water to the marshes. I have also come 

to find that February typically has either the worst 
weather or near perfect, so pick your days carefully. 
Anglers can find days with all sun and no clouds, which 
is exactly what you want in winter to maximize sight-
casting opportunity. Besides being able to see the fish, 
they will also tend to move to the shallows to warm up 
and quite often feed very aggressively. This makes for a 
perfect scenario and hopefully a fun day.

One of the easiest tasks this month is finding fish 
that are hungry and willing to cooperate. Most fish I 
find in the marsh flats during winter seem to never pass 
up an easy meal. Their typical diet of shad and shrimp 
are long gone and they are only left with a few options. 
Even though it is still winter, this is a good time to find 
schooling fish. Mullet seems to be their main course 
and as quick as mullet can be redfish adapt by hunting 
in packs like wolves. Numerous times I have seen a 
dozen or more crashing shorelines while gorging on 
mudminnows. Needless to say, they are not too picky. 

Out of every factor that can contribute to great fishing, 
my personal favorite is minimum fishing pressure. Let’s 
face it, your average fair-weather angler isn’t much a 

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

COLD DAYS IN THE MARSH
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player this time of year. Along with 
that, with all the cold days they’ve 
endured recently in deer and duck 
blinds, few hunters are ready to 
volunteer for another potentially 
cold day on the water…which in 
my book makes it all the better. 

Once you finally make it out to 
the marsh, my lure presentation 
doesn’t change too much but 
there are a few tweaks to be 
made. Since the reds will be 
feeding mostly on finfish I like to 
keep a Keitech swimbait tied on. 
I have also become quite fond 
of throwing shallow-running 
crankbaits during colder months. 
You can fish the shallow-runners 
at any tempo, even a slow 
presentation puts off enough 
flash and vibration to entice 
strikes in cold water. Another of 
my favorites, especially during a 
warming trend, is the She Dog. 
I know a topwater is not typical 
for winter days but there is still 

something about it that will drive a 
hungry redfish crazy. Trust me on this. 

I recall a February day last year 
when a cold front had moved 
through the day before. I had to work 
that night but was going to be off the 
next day, so naturally, I brought my 
boat to work. I stayed late because I 
wanted to get on the water right after 
sunrise. While sitting by the coffee 
pot, I explained to the guys at work 
why I was staying over and one guy 
exclaimed that I was out of my mind. 
It was a balmy 37° and I had high 
expectations despite his remark. I left 
work, scooped up my buddy Chad, 
and we headed to the lake.

Needless to say we were the only 
ones at the boat ramp, but the wind 
was almost nil and the sun was 
shining. We took off and decided to 
swing into a little pond that has been 
very reliable for me over the years 
on cold, low-tide days. To our great 
delight there were more than a few 
fish in there. We proceeded through 
this pond and kept going further 
back. It almost seemed as though the 
further back we went the more fish 
we found. We ended up fishing until 
mid-afternoon and landed fifty-four 
reds, every one of them by sight-
casting. On top of that, when we got 
back to the ramp ours was still the 
only rig in the parking lot. We’d had 
the best day of wintertime marsh 
fishing I have yet to experience and 
we had it all to ourselves.   

So, with all the above being said, 
February can be a great month. The 
hardest part about it is putting the 
cold behind you. If you are willing to 
brave it and be prepared properly, 
it can make for some of the finest 
fishing an angler can have. Find 
the right day with the sun shining, 
bundle up, and hit the marsh!
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T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Wintertime Fun with Marsh Reds
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T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

UPPER COAST NEARSHORE 
REEFING EFFORTS CONTINUE
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s (TPWD) Nearshore 
Reefing Program recently 
completed additional nearshore 
reefing efforts in Sabine HI20 and 
Galveston’s Big Man and Kate’s 
sites. TPWD contracted with Laredo 
Construction to deploy a total 
of 150 pyramids into the Sabine 
HI20 site and 1,000 pyramids 
and 255 slab reefs (low profile) 
into the Big Man and Kate’s sites. 
The December 2021 deployment 
included the 150 pyramids into 
Sabine HI20, 500 into Big Man’s, 
and 70 pyramids and 100 slab 
reefs into the Kate’s site. Laredo 
Construction is now in the process 
of constructing the balance of 430 
pyramids and 155 slab reefs which 
will be deployed into the Kate’s site 
once construction is completed.

The Sabine HI20 site has 
benefited from multiple material 
deployments since October 2018. 

CCA Texas, Building Conservation 
Trust, and local industry partners 
have funded $906,000 to these 
deployments that include: a 120’ 
barge in October 2018; concrete 
culverts and granite blocks in 
November 2018; over 500 culverts 
in May of 2021; and the latest 
deployment of 150 pyramids in 
December of 2021. CCA Texas, 
Building Conservation Trust, and 
Friends of Sabine Reefs have 
worked with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s Nearshore 
Reefing Program to help secure 
materials and funds to make the 
nearshore reefing vision a reality. 
Local industry partners Sempra 
LNG, Chenier Energy, Golden Pass 
LNG, Motiva, Phillips 66, Shell 
Oil Company, Friends of Sabine 
Reef, Forterra Pipe and Precast, 
Bo-Mac Contractors, and Eldridge 
Construction have all been key 
partners helping to create much 

Laredo Construction loading 
pyramids prior to leaving 

port for deployment.

One of the 
pyramids 

designed by 
Atlantis Marine 
Habitats being 
lowered to the 

bottom. 
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needed nearshore habitat for nearshore species, 
and provide an easily accessible fishing area for 
local recreational anglers. CCA Texas and Friends 
of Sabine Reef will continue to work with TPWD 
to establish new nearshore reefing sites along 
the Upper Texas Coast that will benefit the 
resource and local recreational anglers.

The Galveston Big Man’s and Kate’s Reef 
sites are located roughly 20 miles southwest 
of the Galveston Jetties. This site permitted by 
TPWD with input from many local anglers and 
support from many, most notably Andy Gessner. These two sites are 
named for Andy’s grandchildren, and honor his support and efforts to 
bring a nearshore site close to the Galveston area. The Big Man’s site 
was previously reefed with 180 pyramids in 2018 and 180 slab reefs 
in 2019, and the Kate’s site was previously reefed with 200 tons of 
concrete railroad ties and a 45’ vessel in October of 2020.  CCA Texas, 
Building Conservation Trust and Shell Oil Company have contributed 
$329,000 to these reefing efforts, and look forward the continued 
reefing and building of the sites.

Time to Get Involved
After a very successful 2021, CCA Texas and local chapter boards 
are looking forward to 2022. Local Chapter boards and CCA Texas 
Assistant Directors are busy planning for upcoming events and 
looking forward to another successful year. CCA Texas encourages you 
to get involved with your local chapter and help make a difference 

for Texas’s coastal resources. Your voice is also important and another 
way to get involved. With coastal fisheries management issues always 
at the forefront, it is important for each of us to attend and make 
our voices heard at TPWD public meetings.  These are held up and 
down the coast and in most cases online presentations are given, and 
opportunity for written comment is made available. Being a part of the 
process is an important step to a conservation-minded approach as a 
recreational angler.

The 2022 Annual Crab Trap Cleanup is slated for February 18 to 
February 27, 2022.  The main volunteer cleanup date is set for February 
19, 2022 and dumpsters will be placed at different locations along the 
coast. The Billy Sandifer Beach Cleanup is set for Saturday February 26, 
2022. Both of these events are great opportunities to volunteer your 
time to better the Texas coast.

For more information about CCA Texas, be sure to visit www.
ccatexas.org or follow us on social media.

New nearshore artificial 
habitat loaded and headed 
out to sea for deployment.
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“Will you walk a little faster?” said a whiting to a snail, “There’s 
a porpoise close behind us, and he’s treading on my tail!”
~ Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland

Along the Texas coast, kingfish of the Menticirrhus genus 
are colloquially known as whiting. The name “kingfish” is 
also used for the king mackerel, Scomberomorus cavalla, 
which is unrelated to any of the whiting. Whiting are 
members of the drum family and are related to spotted 
sea trout, Atlantic croaker, redfish, black drum, and others. 
However, since whiting lack a swim bladder, they don’t 
make the typical drumming sounds like other members 
of the drum family, though they can vocalize a bit by 
grinding their pharyngeal teeth.

There are three species of whiting in Texas waters: the 
Gulf kingfish, Menticirrhus littoralis, the southern kingfish, 
Menticirrhus americanus, and the northern kingfish, 
Menticirrhus saxatilis. The genus name, Menticirrhus, 
is from the Latin, mentum, meaning beard or chin, 
and cirrus, meaning curly. Freshly caught whiting are 
relatively easy to tell apart by their coloration and 
morphological characteristics. 

The Gulf kingfish is the largest of the three species, 
though there’s not a huge variation in size between 
them. Its body is silvery and lacks any vertical stripes or 
blotches on the sides, like the other two. It does have a 
very noticeable black splotch at the tip top of the tail, 
though. The scales on its breast are also much smaller than 
the southern or northern species. They commonly reach 
a foot in length and typically weigh less than a pound. 
The southern kingfish is the most common of the three 
species. It has a darker body than the Gulf kingfish, and 
can have indistinct vertical stripes on its silvery gray sides, 
which serve as camouflage in the sandy surf. Southerns 
can tolerate greater salinity and temperature ranges than 

northern and gulf kingfish. They commonly reach 6-10 
inches and half a pound. The northern kingfish is the least 
locally common of the three species. Northerns have dark 
vertical bars on their silvery brown sides. The first bars 
form two distinct V-shapes. There is also a dark horizontal 
stripe behind the pectoral fins. In addition to coloration 
differences, the northern kingfish has a noticeably long 
spine in the first dorsal fin; the southern and the Gulf 
kingfishes have a much shorter spine. They commonly 
reach about a foot in length and less than a pound. All 
whiting are flattened on their undersides, with a sort of 
triangular body composition. They have a downward-
pointing mouth and a single rigid barbel under the chin, 
with a pore at the tip. As adults, their tail fin is S-shaped. 
They can all live 4-6 years, but typically on reach 2-3 years.

All three species are found along the Gulf Coast and up 
the eastern coast all the way to the Chesapeake Bay area. 
Gulf kingfish can be found as far south as southern Brazil. 
The southern kingfish’s range extends southward along 
the east coast of South America to Argentina. Northern 
kingfish are most common from Chesapeake Bay to New 
York. All three prefer sandy or muddy bottoms in relatively 
shallow water (less than 30 feet), are common off beaches 
and near passes and inlets, and are abundant in surf zones. 
The crashing waves in high action areas dislodge and 
suspend crabs and other small crustaceans that whiting 
feed on. Gulf kingfish are particularly fond of these areas, 
while northern and southern kingfish often seek out 
slightly deeper waters. Juveniles tolerate low salinity levels 
and are often found in estuaries, while adults are more 
common in bays with higher salinity. However, southern 
kingfish are a euryhaline species, meaning that they can 
thrive in a very wide range of water salinity, from bayous 
and marshes to the open Gulf. As a demersal fish, whiting 
seek out areas with lots of benthic infauna, creatures that 

S T E P H A N I E  B O Y D

F I S H Y  F A C T S

WHITING

Gulf kingfish, Menticirrhus littoralis. 
SEFSC Pascagoula Laboratory; Collection 

of Brandi Noble, NOAA/NMFS/SEFSC.
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are directly tied to the substrate in which they live, such as polychaetes, mollusks, amphipods, sea 
lice, etc. These are an important food source for kingfish. Whiting forage on the bottom in small 
schools, generally of the same species. They use their chin barbel to detect prey along the sea floor 
and feed on a variety of invertebrates, with a preference for small crustaceans, as well as small fish.

Offshore spawning ranges from April through October, depending on the region. Older fish 
tend to spawn first. Whiting are batch spawners and spawn about every seven days through the 
spawning season. The eggs float, and hatch within 46 to 50 hours. Larvae enter nearshore waters 
and utilize estuaries and beaches as nursery grounds. By 3/4-1 inch in length, the young already 
show most of the characteristics of adult fish. They reach 4-6 inches in length by their first winter. 
Northern kingfish grow the quickest; fish spawned in late May or early June can reach over 11 
inches by October. The major period of growth is from mid-summer to late fall, with little or no 
growth occurring in the winter. They reach sexual maturity around 1 year of age, with males 
reaching maturity faster, and at a smaller size, than females.

Whiting are a common and popular fish for anglers fishing from piers and beaches. Though not 
large, kingfish are considered to be excellent table fare, with firm, mild-flavored white flesh. There is 
not a significant commercial fishery for kingfish. However, significant numbers are caught as bycatch 
in shrimp trawls. Larger bycatch specimens are typically kept, as their tasty flesh can bring a fair price.

The prevalence of kingfish in shallow coastal waters make these species excellent indicators of the 
health of this ecosystem. Poor water quality from increased nutrient runoff and sewage discharges 
can cause oxygen depletion in whiting habitat. Dredging offshore sand bars eliminates high-energy 
habitat, preferred especially by the Gulf kingfish, and impacts the benthic infauna that all three 
species feed on. Additionally, during dredging activities, sediment-bound chemical toxins become 
suspended in the water column, and are subsequently “inhaled” by whiting and other near-shore fish. 
Unfortunately, not every toxin that accumulates in these frequently targeted fish can be cooked out.

Delaware Surf Fishing University

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Where I learned about whiting, and you can too!

Texas Marine Species
https://txmarspecies.tamug.edu/fishdetails.
cfm?scinameID=Menticirrhus%20littoralis
https://txmarspecies.tamug.edu/fishdetails.
cfm?scinameID=Menticirrhus%20americanus

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishing/sea-center-texas/
flora-fauna-guide/nearshore-waters/animals-of-the-
nearshore-waters/gulf-kingfish
https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishing/sea-center-texas/
flora-fauna-guide/nearshore-waters/animals-of-the-
nearshore-waters/southern-kingfish

Fish Base
https://www.fishbase.de/summary/411
https://www.fishbase.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.
php?ID=409&AT=southern+kingfish
https://www.fishbase.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.
php?ID=410&AT=northern+kingfish

Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/
saltwater/drums/gulf-kingfish/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/
saltwater/drums/southern-kingfish/
https://myfwc.com/media/19236/kingfishes-18.pdf

University of Southern Mississippi
https://gcrl.usm.edu/public/fish/southern.kingfish.php

Virginia Institute of Marine Science
https://www.vims.edu/research/departments/
fisheries/programs/multispecies_fisheries_research/
species_data/kingfish/index.php

The Angler Within
https://anglerwithin.com/fish-you-can-catch-in-gulf-
shores-from-the-beach/
https://anglerwithin.com/how-to-catch-whiting-
southern-northern-gulf-kingfish/

North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/mullet-kingfish
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/kingfishes

South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/cwcs/pdf/Kingfish.pdf
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/marine/species/
southernkingfish.html

New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/artkingfish.htm

The Florida Times-Union
https://www.jacksonville.com/article/20130223/
SPORTS/801257063
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

COQUINA SUNRISE
Many different species of fish inhabit our coastal waters, 
keeping us entertained as the seasons come and go.  
Some anglers prefer to target trophies, while others feel 
content catching whatever will bite, putting a priority 
on harvesting healthy table fare for their families.  In 
winter, Florida pompano become a prized catch for 
many anglers along the Texas beachfront.

Despite the reference to the Sunshine State in their 
name, Florida pompano are common in Texas waters.  
They typically move into the shallows in great numbers 
during the cold months, but are present and caught 
throughout the year.Their shortened snouts, forked tails 
and silvery white sides above yellow underparts make 
them easy to identify. 

Similar to palometa and permit, pompano are far 
more numerous than either of those species.  Due to 
the healthy state of the fishery in our part of the Gulf, 
no regulations limit the harvest of these prolific fish.  
Anglers can take advantage of this to stock up for the 
year during the annual run.  When the pomps raid our 
beachfront waters to gorge on small crustaceans and 

coquina clams, they become easy targets. 
Averaging about three pounds, the species ranks high 

on the list of favorites in the surf.  So far this winter, the 
pompano bite has been outstanding, one of the most 
productive in a long time, and the run continues to this 
day.  Many of us welcomed this great blessing at the 
end of such a chaotic and abnormal surf-fishing year in 
the Lone Star State.  

Since the catastrophic freeze back in February of ‘21, 
the rhythms which define the surf fishery have fallen 
out of sync.  Timing has been way off; some expected 
migrations never materialized.  Then, extremely warm 
water temperatures prevailed until late in the year, so 
it’s a mystery why this species has been so prolific this 
season.  Theories abound to explain why the pompano 
bite has been so stellar recently.

The abundance of coquina clams in the surf might 
provide the most logical explanation for the big 
numbers of pomps coming to the hands of coastal 
anglers this year.  Maybe the invasion of smooth 
pufferfish in the fall pushed out other fish that would 

Our Coquina Sunrise 
pompano leaders have 

been doing great work on 
pomps, and even a few 
redfish and black drum.
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normally eat the clams.  Pompano favor coquina clams and ghost 
shrimp as food sources, as do black drum and whiting, when in the 
surf.  When a prey species proves abundant and readily accessible, 
predators come out in full force to gorge on them. 

In clear or green water, Florida pompano flourish, because 
they find their food easily, by sight.  So, catching plenty of them 
normally means fishing for them in pretty water.  Harvesting good 
numbers of pompano is not necessarily a high art form, but a few 
things enhance the chances for productivity.  First and 
foremost, anglers should search for an optimal location 
to make their efforts.

Much of the time, schools of pompano inhabit the 
deeper guts fronting the beach.  Most notably, they 
seem to prefer the second gut, when good depths 
separate the two shallow bars defining it.  Most 
pompano enthusiasts insist on setting up in a location 
where the first bar lies relatively close to the beach, so 
they can cast beyond it without having to wade far from 
the sand.  Some people prefer wide guts, while others 
prefer narrow, deeper ones.  Basically, as long as the 
spot allows for casting baits beyond the bar and into 
the depths, success likely follows.  Savvy pomp hunters 
accomplish this by using long, light-weight surf rods to 
sling the small payloads as far as possible from shore. 

Many different types of terminal rigs work well to 
catch pompano.  Some people make their own, but 
the market includes many built from generic hardware.  

Conventional wisdom says pompano like bright colors, and I agree, 
but some of the pre-fabricated rigs include so much bling they look 
like honorary hippy necklaces.  Offering plenty of flash without 
crossing the line into the realm of the absurd provides the key to 
creating the best rig to use when targeting these fish.

After countless hours of testing in the field, I feel I have figured out 
the optimal design for a  pompano leader and have appropriately 
named these rigs the Coquina Sunrise Pomp-master leaders.  I 

Fishbites (scented synthetic bait 
strips and chunks) have been 

producing lots of pompano bites.
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developed this ultra-simplistic, highly effective rig 
strictly for pompano, but I’ve caught lots of redfish 
and black drum on it too. 

The Coquina Sunrise rigs have double drops and 
come in two variants.  One offers my acclaimed 
Tru-sand coating to blend the hooks with the surf 
bottom, and the other has Lumo chartreuse hooks for 
added visual appeal.  The only other visual aid I add 
are double-gradient Coquina Sunrise beads, two per 
hook-drop.  With anti-slip mechanics, these two small 
beads hug right up against the hooks.  I don’t include 
any unnecessary floating mechanisms; as designed, 
these leaders create the perfect presentation of baits 
to passing pompano.  

Look for these leaders on the Catchsharks.com 
website.  I’ve had several trips using them, with 
astonishing results.  The catch rates of high-priced, 
ultra bling leaders cast alongside them just could 
not compete.  One day, I caught 40 consecutive 
pompano on a single Coquina Sunrise leader before 
catching another species on it.  

Another trick further enhances the productivity of 
these rigs.  While many folks use shrimp or a shrimp/
Fish-bite combo, I deploy Fish-bites exclusively.  I 
utilize bright colors like yellow or pink and cut them 
into diamond shapes, roughly three-quarters to one 
inch long, to mimic the natural look of a coquina 
clam.  Often, I double the Fish-bites for a thicker, 
more lifelike look.  Using this technique yields  
impressive results when appropriate conditions 
prevail, as they often have this winter.

Highly sought and desired, the flesh of Florida 
pompano ranks as arguably the tastiest in the 
ocean.  Accordingly, pompano fetch high prices in 

commercial markets; cooked just about any way, they turn out well.  
Here in Texas, a trend of smoking the fillets has become popular.  The 
smoked fillets can be eaten alone, or utilized to create pompano 
dip, which explodes with amazing flavors.  Vacuum sealing several 
smoked fillets at a time allows for using them as needed, without 
further preparation.

This adds appeal to fishermen looking to stock up on fish when 
the opportunity presents itself.  But as with any fish, no matter how 
useful in culinary classics, we should catch and keep what we can 
utilize, and release the rest.  We currently have a healthy stock of the 
delectable Florida pompano, and as long as we respect the resource, 
we’ll have plenty around for a long time to come.
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For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com

Two-fers are not 
uncommon on our 

Coquina Sunrise rigs.

This extra-large 
pompano made 
Alexis Anthony a 

very happy angler.

What a pretty fish…and 
excellent table fare, too!
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Call us for custom buildings and homes on your own property!

361-576-3825 Office | 361-576-3828 Fax
36 Hunters Circle, Victoria, TX 77905

www.RafterJConstruction.com

Barndominiums • Metal Buildings • Boat and Mini 
Storage • Metal Frame Homes • Commercial Buildings

“We contracted the construction of the TSFMag office 
building with Farrell Jackson. Jackson also built my son’s bay 
house here in Seadrift. We were completely satisfied with 
both projects…a professional and trustworthy contractor.” 
~ Everett Johnson | Editor/Publisher, TSF Mag
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NEW

Frogg Toggs 
Cold-Weather Technical Gear

Daiwa Introduces New 
Ballistic MQ LT Spinning Reel

Arriving spring 2022, the Frogg Toggs FTX Armor Cold-

Weather Technical Suit features a lightweight, athletic 

silhouette for comfort and ease of movement. The 

exterior consists of a Teflon® DWR-coated polyester 

that’s durable, breathable, lightweight, abrasion-

resistant, and supple on the outer layer. The middle 

layer is DriPore Gen2 PLUS® that takes water holdout 

and breathability to new extremes. Finally, the inner 

layer is a soft, smooth, nylon taffeta liner that provides 

a light, cool-wearing experience. And all at a very 

conservative price of $300 for both the jacket and bibs.

www.FroggToggs.com

With an MQ design that just won’t quit, Daiwa adds more power, smoothness, 

and durability to one of its most popular lines at a price that’s sure to float 

your boat. Daiwa’s super-popular Ballistic LT spinning reel lineup just grew 

even stronger with release of the company’s new Ballistic MQ LT, a compact, 

lightweight, monocoque design that’s powerful, durable, and sports an 

exceptionally smooth drag, all at a reasonable price point. This is the first 

time Daiwa has been able to bring its proprietary MQ technology to such 

a universally popular and affordable family of spinning reels and doing so 

allows incorporation of additional features most anglers expect to find only 

in flagship series. Available in sizes 1000 to 4000 with MSRP of just $229.99.

Learn more at: https://Daiwa.us/products/new-ballistic-mq-lt 

SPRO Pocket Tail Minnow
The Pocket Tail Minnow is a 3.75-inch stick of dynamite, the 

perfect size for backwater fishing applications. The hard-thumping 

tail contains a small pocket that provides a different sound profile

than any other lure – so pressured fish will still be susceptible to 

this presentation. Meanwhile, the heavily ribbed body pushes a 

ton of water, so it calls a wide range of fish species from a distance,

in clear water and dirty water alike. Amino Bite Scent creates a 

scent trail that fish key in on, and the custom amino acid blend 

triggers strikes by activating fishes’ predatory instincts.

https://Spro.com/products/pocket-tail-minnow
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P R O D U C T S

Excel Bay Pro 230 

Yeti Sandstone Drinkware

The Bay Pro 230’s rugged build, spacious 102” beam and deep 

28” sides allows you to fish bigger and rougher waters. The Bay 

Pro 230 is wide, deep, tough and fast. The Excelleration™ Pad 

Hull virtually eliminates drag for increased speed and handling. 

Heavy, .160 gauge aluminum takes a beating from rough seas 

and makes the Bay Pro 230 one of the toughest aluminum 

bay boats in the market.  A 55 gallon fuel tank provide miles 

and miles of range. Innovative features such as the 45-gallon 

insulated fish box keeps your catch fresh for the table. The Bay 

Pro 230 represents the next level of form, function and fishability. 

www.ExcelBoats.com

Like all of YETI’s seasonal colors, Sandstone Pink is inspired by true 

events in nature.  YETI’s Sandstone Drinkware Collection is inspired by 

the rugged landscape found in the Valley of Fire: the pastel canyons 

found on million-year terrain.  This limited-edition line is available 

in select drinkware styles and will only be available while supplies 

last. Also, coinciding with the launch and in honor of Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month, YETI donated $50,000 each to Boarding for Breast 

Cancer and Casting for Recovery— two organizations that advocate 

for breast cancer prevention and recovery through celebrating a life 

outdoors – through Sandstone Drinkware proceeds.  Yeti.com

Eagle Claw® Inshore Spinning Rods
The Eagle Claw® Inshore Spinning Rods are designed with the strength and durability to stand up to all types 

of inshore saltwater species and techniques. Often anglers are forced to choose between durability and 

performance, not so with the Eagle Claw Inshore Spinning Rod. The lightweight and durable 30-ton graphite 

blanks offer strength while also enabling sensitivity, and each rod is constructed with tangle-free Sea Guides 

for long accurate casts.  The graphite reel seat and textured EVA handle offer all-day comfort. The inshore 

spinning rod is well rounded and a new standby for anglers looking for flexibility in their fishing gear.

www.EagleClaw.com/eagle-claw-inshore-rods
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It has been about a year now since 
the devastating Freeze of February 
2021; and, we have just come 
through what I consider to be the 
warmest fall and early-winter seasons 
I can remember. What can we 
expect? No one really knows.

Our fishery took a beating from the 
freeze, but we are recovering. Attitudes 
are changing to more of a catch-
and-release approach. That’s good 
news, more anglers than ever beating 
on the same resource day after day 
means there has to  be a compromise 
somewhere. Let’s do our part to leave 
more than we take. Our bay is a world-
class fishery and it will become even 
better when all attitudes on harvest 
change for the better.

Here’s how we will be fishing this 
month:

It may take you leaving your fishing comfort zone, but February 
fishing can be productive. By now you have read countless times 
how dark, soggy bay floors hold the warmest winter waters. It’s true. 
One degree of difference is often the only variable in an area holding 
schools of fish.

Sometimes all I see are a handful of mullet all day, but trout don’t 
need a whole lot of mullet this time of year – in fact, they may only 
eat a few times a week.

Redfish, on the other hand, are readily available in guts and 
bayous. Some of the lowest tides of the year occur this month, so 
anglers can quickly eliminate miles of shoreline with only inches of 
water. Concentrate on the areas that fall from waist to chest deep 
during the summer – those same areas are probably shin to waist 
deep in February.

 If your boat can get you in those sloughs with only a few inches of 
water, lots of redfish will be waiting in the deeper guts. Sure, it’s a cold 
boat ride, but these cold reds will pull your arms off.

Find points of sloughs and bayous and anchor within casting 
distance. These points normally hold the deepest water as outgoing and 
incoming tidal flow provide depressions. Live shrimp under a popping 
cork works every time, but plastics and gold spoons work very well also.

Sand trout are another wintertime option that requires minimal 
skills. Channels and bayous with tidal flow to and from the Gulf of 
Mexico receive regular influxes of these shrimp-loving bottom-feeders. 
Carolina-rigged fresh shrimp put plenty of fillets on the deck; and, 
despite the rumors, the white fillets fry up really nice and store well in 
the freezer with a little lemon juice.

A species that rarely gets rave reviews is the sheepshead. Head to 
your nearest jetty. Most sheepies hang just below the surface and dine 
on crustaceans and other organisms that thrive along the rocks. Live 
shrimp under a popping cork is without a doubt the most effective bait.

Provided flooding rains don’t appear, the Colorado River and Caney 
Creek in Sargent should be winter players at night. Pier anglers set up 

lights and find trout, reds and sandies on shrimp and glow plastics. 
The Colorado has held fish for the past five months, even with the 

mild winter. If we do get some nasty winter weather look for the river to 
produce even more, barring serious runoff events.

When the wind allows, we will be drifting over deep shell in East 
Matagorda with plastics. Some of the largest trout of the year are 
caught over these fish-attracting structures. Please take care of our 
trophies and be aware of new trout regulations that were not available 
for publication at press time.

Our bays will continue to heal with time. Let’s do our part by only 
taking what you need and releasing more than you take.

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

February is a great fishing month in Matagorda.
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February is the one month of the year 
I would rather do anything than fish. I 
say this because the older I get the less 
I want to be the guy running around 
beating his chest and saying, “It wasn’t 
all that bad out there.” I’m well past 
that stage in my life. But don’t get me 
wrong, if the weather is mild I will be 
the first guy to the boat ramp. When Old 
Man Winter gives us a break there’s no 
place I’d rather be than the reefs in San 
Antonio and Mesquite bays. 

Before setting up a wade on a reef 
you need to make sure there is bait 
present. During colder periods when 
the water temp falls into the low-50s 
or high-40s the bait will be subsurface. 
When this occurs, look for swirls, ripples, 
flashes, or any other kind of sign that 
there is bait present. Pelicans in the 
area or on the water are another good 
indication that bait is available. 

Once you have established you have 
bait in the area you will need to wade 
the reef very slowly and concentrate on 

the drop-offs or any cuts through the reef with water running through. 
February trout can usually be found where the shell meets the mud. 

Another very critical aspect to remember, and I always mention 
it when discussing reef fishing, you and your buddies need to 
plant your feet as soon as somebody gets a strike or has a fish on. If 
everyone holds back you should be able to stand in one spot and 
continue catching until the fish sense something is wrong and move 
off. If this happens, you should begin fanning your casts and moving 
slowly down the reef until you catch up with them or encounter 
another group of fish.

Should Old Man Winter show his ugly side you will find me 
targeting deeper areas until the sun warms the water on the flats. 
Areas we target often are the sloughs that feed the backwaters of 
Matagorda Island. They are not all especially deep but they provide 
enough of a thermocline that can attract plenty of redfish and trout 
on cold days, not to mention all the mullet from the surrounding area 
that congregate there for the same reason as the gamefish species. 
It’s not uncommon to foul hook mullet while fishing these deeper 
areas during drops in the temperatures, which confirms that you are 
in the right spot.

Another tip for this cold weather/cold water fishing, if you haven’t 
already done so, is to spool your reels with braid. When using braid you 
will feel everything your lure is doing down near the bottom and you 
will feel any little tap that a cold-water trout or redfish will make while 
sucking down your Bass Assassin or Corky. I prefer 30-pound braid 
because that’s what I’m used to. A lot of  fishermen go with 20-pound; it 
boils down to personal preference – they both work very well. The best 
braid I have used, and still use, is 30-pound Pitch Black by Fins. Jimmy 
at Waterloo Outfitters in Victoria spooled my reels with it and told me it 

wouldn’t fade like other braids. And guess what…it doesn’t fade.
The next tool we need to discuss is what lure you will be throwing. 

Anyone that has fished with me or discussed the topic with me is 
already aware that my favorite lure is the Bass Assassin 4” Sea Shad 
in whatever color matches the water conditions. I rig these on the 
1/16-ounce Bass Assassin Screw-Lock Jighead. Some of you may 
be shaking your head wondering why such a light jighead if he’s 
targeting deeper water? 

The answer is that by “deeper water” I am talking anywhere from 
four- to ten-foot depths. Using the lighter jighead allows the lure to 
sink slower through the water column, and “strike zone” if you will. So 
we are not talking about fishing the Victoria Barge Canal or the edges 
of the ICW. That’s something altogether different. As far as colors, I try 
to stick with just a couple. My go-to Purple Chicken and Magic Grass 
usually get the job done.

In closing, let’s all pray that we do not have another hard freeze like 
we had in February 2021. Our fishery has still not fully recovered from 
the hit we took last year and there is no telling what our fishery would 
be like with another setback such as that.

Fish hard, fish smart!

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Gary Gray is a full 
time guide, born and raised in 
Seadrift. He has been guiding 
the Seadrift/Port O’Connor 
region since 1986. Gary 
specializes in year ‘round wade 
fishing for speckled trout and 
redfish with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

Gabe Caldwell put on quite 
a show during his first-ever 

wade fishing trip.

Gabe with a perfect 
28-inch redfish.
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As February draws near I reflect back 
to the days just prior to last year’s 
devastating freeze. We all know the 
outcome; the part I didn’t see coming 
was how it opened my eyes in ways I 
could have never imagined. If I would 
have known just five years ago what I 
know today I am confident I would be a 
ten times a better angler and guide. 

This past year has been like drinking 
from a fire hose with the flood of 
information I received relative to our 
fishery and the people I have met, 
whose names I’d never even heard 
prior. Folks over at the Harte Research 
Institute have been highly instrumental 
in educating me regarding our fishery. 

Little things like the growth rate of 
speckled trout – one inch per month 

until about fourteen inches. The survival rate for catch and release trout 
– about 90% overall. And, the two types of flounder in our bay system, 
the Southern Flounder and Gulf Flounder – Southern Flounder being by 
far the most common and having three distinct dots on their back. The 
list goes on but my point is becoming educated in the field in which you 
work and love pays huge dividends toward your development. 

There’s so much more to it than getting a captain’s license, 
discounting rates to get trips, and filling stringers every chance…
although some still start out that way. 
Have we grown; become more patient, 
perhaps become more balanced in our 
approach to fishing and guiding? Perhaps 
it could be described best as the evolution 
of the angler/guide? It’s all individualized, 
nonetheless I have made an incredible 
journey over the last seventeen years and 
hopefully some of you have as well. 

Our Port Mansfield fishery remains 
somewhat stable but if you’ve fished here 
very long you already know our trout 
population is far from what it used to be. 
Not doom and gloom by any means, just 
the truth. We have excellent days when we 
catch and release multiple fish in the 3 to 
5-pound range, maybe even a 6-pounder. 
There are even a few 8-pounders out there, 
but it definitely requires being in the right 
place at the right time. And then praying 
throughout the fight she doesn’t get loose.  

February is our coldest month so I tend to be flexible when deciding 
what time to leave the dock. There are very few reasons sufficiently 
pressing for me to leave before sunrise on really cold mornings. I pay 
close attention to the water temperatures and try to predict when the 
first uptick might occur. This does not happen at 7:00am – more like 9 or 
10. This, coupled with solunar feeding periods, day of the week we are 

fishing, and a few other variables help me plan my outings. Some of this 
planning actually begins days ahead. 

I remember last year when another guide had been targeting the 
same area I had been working. My group and I slow-rolled to the 
location and stabbed the Power Pole a significant distance away and 
began a leisurely conversation. About 30 minutes into it one of my guys 
asked when we were going to start fishing. “In a bit,” I replied, “but I want 
to eat my taco first.” 

You see, the other guide and his group were already in my spot and 
from their distance from the boat I could tell they’d been there a long 
time, probably since sunrise. A few minutes passed and the guide 
began making his way back to the boat to gather his anglers. As his boat 
disappeared in the distance I raised the Power Pole and began idling 
to the spot he’d just vacated. Long story short, we never fired up the 
Mercury again until we headed back to the dock. The rest of the day 
and well into the afternoon we enjoyed as fine a day of catching as one 
could hope to experience. Timing is everything! 

Trout will be at their heaviest between February and April and I’ll be 
doing my best to stay up with the trends and patterns, which lately have 
been fairly predictable. So far this winter it has been about downsizing 
my jighead weights and working baits slowly, (see attached video.) I’m 
using the KWigglers 1/16 and 3/32 2/0 black-nickel jigs with the new 
Wig-A-Lo in Smoke N Mirrors, Lagunaflauge, and The Truth colors. This 
combination can be worked super slow while it’s natural buoyancy 
lends to keeping it out of the grass…and it casts a mile.  

Remember to put the resource first! 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Targeting Wintertime Redfish in Potholes

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com
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Port 
Mansfield

A very nice trout 
for Mike McDaniel, 
water temperature 
58 degrees – CPR!

Solid trout for Mike 
Frazier during a 

warming trend between 
cold fronts – CPR!
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Last year’s freeze still weighs heavily 
on my mind.  I will say though, I am 
somewhat optimistic after seeing a few 
quality fish coming to hand the past 
couple of months. 

By the time this article hits the 
newsstand, TPWD will have hopefully 
enacted new trout regulations for the 
Middle and Lower Texas coast. The 
Coastal Fisheries Division has proposed 
a three fish bag limit with a slot size of 
17-23”, effective from date of enactment 
this spring until August 31, 2023. In 
my opinion this is a step in the right 
direction and is predicted to increase 
spawning biomass by 27 percent. 
Personally, I would have preferred a slot 
of 17-20” and a two fish bag limit which, 
according to their data, would provide 
a 60 percent increase in spawning 
biomass over those same two years.  

As much respect as I have for TPWD, 
I feel they are between a rock and a 
hard place trying to please user groups, 
versus what might be the overall best 
strategy for the fishery, and I get that.  
The kill crowd clamor for no change 
while sportsmen 

plead for quality over quantity. To me, keeping the 
peace includes politics and politics should have no 
place in fisheries management. The only people 
bitching about reducing the bag limit are the ones 
doing the greatest majority of the harvesting, which 
is painfully evident in the present state of the fishery. 

Powerful northers in early January produced 
a huge tide dump in the Upper Laguna and 
Baffin, bringing a lot of structure into play that 
had recently been too deep for wade fishing. 
So much new structure became available that 
boats were able to spread out and provide us all 
a little breathing room.  It was much needed as 
high water conditions were really limiting the 
productivity of our wades.  While some might not 
understand, there are days when the fish are simply 
not on shorelines or right on top of a spoil bank. 
Throughout most of the fall and early winter we 
were denied wading access to large areas of great 
structure but now we can see mullet 150 yards off 
the shorelines and get to them. Find mullet on structure and you are in 
the money. Go with the signs and trust your eyes!

Good ole February needs no introduction. Probably the most fabled 
month of the year thanks to the late Jim Wallace and his Feb. 6, 1996 
catch of the state record trout. Wallace’s lure, little-known at that time, 
was none other than Paul Brown’s Original Corky. Rather comical when 

you consider the cult following the Corky has gained over the years. Not 
sure whether this is true, but I’ve heard Mr. Brown says a daily prayer for 
Wallace. True or not, I wouldn’t blame him if he did.

MirrOlure acquired the Corky line from Brown back in about 2010 
and have been doing a fabulous job with it. I am very proud to be 
affiliated with such a bunch of hardcore lure makers. Truly folks, this 
company is made up of stud outdoorsmen that really get it. Along with 
MirrOlure and the customized versions from Texas Custom Lures, the 
big trout catching world is a much better place for it.  That being said, 
can you guess what I have hanging on my loop knot 85% of every day in 
February? You guessed it… and it’s not just to be in the cool kid club. It’s 
because it catches the biggest of big trout – plain and simple.

As we roll into early spring we are filled with excitement to be waist-
deep in the bay casting our Corkys and Bass Assassins for what may be 
the largest trout of our lives.  This passion we share is real and one that 
needs our help, as stewards, to get it back to where it once was.  We 
are in a unique position at this very moment to make a difference if we 
all band together and do what we ALL know is the right thing to do – 
releasing every trout that comes to hand.  

When the freeze came I committed my charters to releasing all trout 
for a minimum of two years.  We have succeeded in that commitment 
with zero complaints or refusals from my clients. I challenge all 
sportsmen to do the same, ESPECIALLY the guiding community. Band 
together and govern ourselves to Make Baffin Great Again. It’s our time 
to make a difference in our fishery! 

Remember the buffalo!  -Capt David Rowsey
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David Rowsey has 30 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Nice Upper Laguna Madre Trout!

Shane and son Walter Warnick doubled 
up on some very nice Upper Laguna 

specks – Bass Assassins – CPR!
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productivity of those reefs. Protected reefs, whose physical complexity 
is not diminished by repeated physical disruption from harvest, also 
provide key habitat for commercially and recreationally valued species, 
ultimately bolstering those stocks as well. 

Restoring and protecting select oyster reefs from commercial harvest 
may help to ensure fair access to this highly valued public resource. 
Such protections can also allow a more equitable distribution of the 
benefits that reefs provide to coastal communities, including enhancing 
environmental, community, and physical and economic resilience. 
Protection of reefs in strategic locations can reduce their recovery 
time following storms, enhancing their ability to buffer shorelines and 
increasing their value to coastal community economies.  

There is compelling science that quantifies the numerous ecological 
and economic benefits that oysters provide, and the Harte Research 
Institute is committed to working with resource managers and all 
stakeholders to advance data-driven conservation strategies to ensure 
the health and persistence of oyster reefs in Texas. 

Dr. Jennifer Beseres Pollack is Chair for Coastal Conservation and 
Restoration at the Harte Research Institute and Associate Professor 
of Marine Biology in the Department of Life Sciences at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi. 

1 Grabowski et al. 2012, DOI: 10.1525/bio.2012.62.10.10
2 Carlton et al. 2016, Texas Sea Grant Publication TAMU-SG-16-211
3 Beseres Pollack et al. 2013, DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0065314
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...continued from page 27.
A pile of oyster shells recycled from Coastal Bend restaurants, wholesalers, 

and seafood festivals dries in the sun for 6 months before being used to 
restore degraded oyster reef in Texas bays. Photo by Harte Research Institute.

Restoring oyster reef in St. Charles 
Bay using recycled oyster shells 

to replace lost substrates needed 
for oyster attachment and growth 

and reef sustainability. Project 
funding provided by CCA, NFWF, 

NOAA, TGLO, and TPWD. Photo by 
Harte Research Institute.
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Well, the big show is about to begin! 
By now all big trout aficionados should 
have honed their skills, inspected their 
Simms waders and jackets carefully 
for tears and leaks, and hopefully also 
located a few spots holding giant 
specks. Last on the list is plenty of 
patience…trophy trout are famous for 
being incredibly stubborn. 

February is our coldest month; 
northers become more frequent and 
pack a bigger punch. As a result, water 
temperatures plunge to their coldest 
levels, but the bigger trout tend to show 
up with these conditions. We can expect 
lower tides on average, and this helps 
concentrate fish in deeper pockets. 

My formula for identifying the best 
fishing days is based entirely on the 
science of the lunar cycle and the tide 
chart. Referencing these I see more 

good days than bad days this month. Of course weather is always a big 
factor, but nobody can predict what it will be weeks in advance. We can 
only add it to the equation as it develops.  

I mentioned cold fronts and I want to expand on the topic a bit as 
frontal approach and passage can have great impact on fishing success. 
The pre-frontal bite can be phenomenal, but what happens after the 
front? In my experience, a ridge of high atmospheric pressure settles 
in and can have a strongly negative impact on the bite for two to three 
days. As the barometer begins to decline to average pressures the fish 
will resume normal feeding patterns. This usually coincides with light 
breezes or mild wind from a southerly direction. 

I highly suggest studying the daily solunar feeding periods to 
increase your chances to land that trophy. Be willing to put in the time, 
fish patiently, and be ready to work low and slow when the water 
temp has dropped suddenly. Oh, and lest I forget, be observant of the 
birds. Terns, gulls, ospreys, and pelicans; including the water depth 
where they are feeding.

Trophy trout season has grown increasingly popular over the past 
decade; I see it now as similar to the way deer hunters increase their 
efforts during the whitetail rut, and for good reason. Larger trout 
become more predictable in their habits and we frequently find 
them more numerous in some areas. Just remember that the colder 
temperatures can reduce their metabolism and they might not eat every 
day. Warming trends between fronts will likely be your best bet. Mullet is 
their primary wintertime food source, but locating mullet isn’t always in 
winter. Quite often the birds mentioned earlier will point the way. 

Currently, my outlook on our trout fishery is considerably better than 
I expected. Catching a limit of trout is possible, but what we are not 
seeing this winter are the schools of big trout like we have seen in the 
past. There are big trout to be caught, but nothing like it once was. It will 
take some time, but if we can do our part in conserving this species they 
will come back much sooner and make our trout fishery world-class like 
it once was. I therefore remind everybody to consider practicing catch 

and release as much as possible. A few for a fresh meal once in a while…
but do you really need a limit every trip?

Targeting trout this winter will have us throwing 1/8-ounce jigs 
in shallow water and 1/4-ounce when working bottom on high-
pressure days and during colder periods. The new KWiggler Wig-
A-Lo will be a great bait for shallow water (knee- to shin-deep) and 
probing potholes. And, you can bet my old go-to KWiggler Ball Tail in 
plum/chartreuse will be on the end of my line in deeper water. The 
slow-sinking Paul Brown Fat Boys will also see action when a slower 
presentation is appropriate on colder days. 

Redfish action has slowed considerably during recent weeks. There 
is no shortage of smaller reds but we are definitely working harder 
for the larger slot specimens. We are catching very few on the sandy 
eastside flats; the best areas are now the softer bottoms along the ICW 
spoils as the back lakes are generally too shallow since the tides have 
dropped. The new Wig-A-Lo and the trusty Ball Tail Shads have been 
our go-to redfish lures. 

Keep in mind February is the coldest of the year and weather can 
change quickly. Study the forecast carefully and often, and dress 
appropriately in layers. Remember to work your baits low and slow on 
the colder days, be patient when all the signs are favorable, and always 
be observant. Best of luck in your search for trophy trout. 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Tips for Slow Wintertime Lure Presentations

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.
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Kayla Rhodes with a 
nice winter specimen 
that couldn’t resist a 

KWiggler Ball Tail. CPR!
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catfoam.com 1-800-595-1880

Fast/Affordable
Risk Mitigation

No Heavy Equipment
Convenient
Environmentally Friendly

Benefits:

Porches & Stoops
Driveways
Sidewalks

Pool Decks & Patios

Bulkhead & Seawall Repair
The Deep Foamjection™ process will create a solid barrier 
preventing future erosion and degradation of sea wall/
bulkhead sub structure.  

Before

After

Concrete Lifting: 
Drill.

Pump.

Patch.
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Elena Perez 
Lower Laguna Madre - 22” first flounder!

Cindy Vann 
West Galveston Bay - first redfish!

Travis McIntyre 
Matagorda East Bay - 45 lb black drum CPR

Karter Hare 
Seadrift - 46” black drum

Cali Perez 
Lower Laguna Madre - 27.5” first red!

Theron Korol 
Matagorda Beach - 33” redfish

Bill Mallin 
Matagorda - 17.5” trout

Dylan Daniels 
Aransas Pass - 39” 22 lb bull red CPR
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First come – first published!
Photos are judged on artistic 

merit and sporting ethic displayed. 
No stringer, cleaning table, or 

hanging board images allowed. 
Digital images only. Adjust camera 
to high or best quality. All images 

become property of TSFMag. 
Email to: Photos@TSFMag.com

Include short description of 
your catch with name, date, bay 

system, etc. 

Photo 
Gallery 

Guidelines

Trey Gonzales 
Port Aransas - 26” redfish

Ashley Huckaby 
Gulf of Mexico - mahi mahi

Matthew Bautista
black drum

Kaison Thompson & Paxton McIntyre
Matagorda Bay - 38” redfish

Payton Morgan & Hunter Pierce 
Baffin Bay - 30” & 36”

Charlie Perez 
Lower Laguna Madre - 25” first red!

Sophia Snider 
Port O’Connor - trout
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Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
In February, James prefers wading as much of the time as possible, 
with a focus on catching some of the bigger trout in the Galveston 
Bay system. “Wading works great on lots of days in February. In West 
Bay, days with a steady flow of southeast and east wind push plenty 
of water onto the shorelines, and the mullet and trout often move 
into the shallows. Fishing in the afternoons can be really good in such 
scenarios. If the water’s stupid clear, fishing late in the afternoon and 
right around dark can be better than fishing during the bright part 
of the day. Old school 51M MirrOlures work great on steady, straight 
retrieves for wading anglers, and the MirrOdines and other slow-
sinking twitch-baits attract plenty of attention from the trout too. Of 
course, after fronts roll through and blow the tide out, the fishing is still 
better out in the middle, just as it is in the other winter months. Out 
there, we look for muddy streaks in the clear water, also areas where we 
see lots of mullet jumping. 52M MirrOlures and Bass Assassin Sea Shads 
on light jigheads work well for fishing out of the boat.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
In February, Jim mentions a kind of shift in the fishing. At least in 
most years, this is the case. “In a typical February, we usually start the 
month off fishing in ways that are typical for December and January. 
Meaning we stay in the bayous and marshes a lot, throwing at the fish 
in the deeper holes. We also focus on shorelines adjacent to where 
drains empty the marshes into the main bays. When the tide level falls 
really low, this can be a great plan. We fish out in the middle a lot too, 
around the main reefs, keying on mud stirs and places where we find 
plenty of bait. Fishing is often best during the warmest parts of the 
days. But as we get to the end of February, the weather is normally 
warmer more of the time, and the pattern shifts over to a focus more 
on wading. As we get close to the beginning of March, we do best on 
days when the tide is fairly high and the wind is blowing steadily, with 
a lot of east in it. We catch ‘em good in the afternoons, then, along 
shorelines in both East and Trinity bays.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
February is a great month to fish in the bays and estuaries around San 
Luis Pass, Randall says. “With very few shrimp in the bays, we focus 
mostly on finding mullet, which the trout and reds mainly feed on in 
February. When the weather is nice and warm, finding concentrations 
of mullet in big rafts can be necessary. When it’s colder, finding just 
a few can lead to the mother lode. In almost all cases, we’re fishing 
around oyster shell this time of year, sometimes near full-fledged reefs, 
other times, over a muddy bottom with some shell scattered around 
here and there. Both Norton Sand Eel Juniors and Bull Minnows work 
well in such places. Normally, we rig them on light jigheads, either 
eighth or sixteenth-ounce, when we’re wading, and slightly heavier 
ones when we’re fishing out of the boat and/or when it’s windy. When 
possible, normally meaning when tides are high and water temps are 
warm for winter, we’ll be doing some wading, throwing slow-sinking 
twitch-baits like Paul Brown Lures to try and catch some of the bigger 
trout. Topwaters work well at times too, usually when we see lots of 
mullet jumping around us.”

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Tommy Countz - 979.863.7553 cell 281.450.4037
Tommy regards February as one of the top months for fishing the 
Matagorda area. “The place to be for most folks is the south shoreline 
of East Bay. Lots of big trout come out of that part of this bay system 
this time of year, many of them caught on Paul Brown Lures in the 
afternoon hours. If the tide is lower, fishing for big trout in East Bay can 
be better close to the ICW, or out in the middle. If we’re drifting, we’re 
throwing paddletails on fairly heavy jigheads and keeping them close 
to or in contact with the bottom. Finding some kind of dirty water 
is the key to locating the fish out there. Ideally, the wind allows for 
making long drifts through a mud streak. Patience is a key on all these 
kinds of fishing. We also have fish in the river and in the Diversion 
Channel, especially when it’s cold. In those locations, throwing lures 
like Hogie split-tails works great, on heavier jigheads, to deal with 
the depth and the currents. Over in West Bay, fishing for reds can be 
outstanding, with good topwater action when it’s warm, better luck 
on spoons in the guts when it’s cold.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
Despite well above average temperatures lingering well into the 
coldest season, fishing remains great in our local bays lately. We’ve 
been fishing places we normally use during the fall and finding plenty 
of fish in them. Our trout have been holding over shell and mud in 
three to five feet of water along area shorelines, and we’re catching 
them best using three-inch white Gulp! shrimp dangled about two 
feet under popping corks. Our topwater bite has been good during 
the warmest weather, with SkitterWalks in pink/chrome and pearl 
producing best. The redfish are still schooled up and chasing shrimp. 
We’re throwing small paddletails like Cajun matrix shad in natural and 
clear colors rigged on eighth-ounce heads for best results. The reds 
are also taking topwaters some of the time, mostly ShePups in pink/
chrome and chartreuse/chrome. On the local piers, fishing at night has 
been fantastic for fat sand trout and small keeper specks. H&H speck 
rigs in glow shad have worked the best by far. On good nights, we’re 
catching two fish at a time. The best nights have been in the middle of 
the week, either early or late, when foot traffic on the piers is light. 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
Lynn mentions several keys to catching fish in the Port O’Connor area 
during the last full month of winter. “We like to focus on areas with a 
good mix of mud, grass and scattered shell on the bottom. Most of the 
best areas have ample shallow parts, but lie close to deeper guts or 
deeper basins, where the fish can retreat when cold weather comes. 
Normally, on outings this time of year, we wait until the middle of the 
morning to head out, so the sun can heat up the shallows some. Most 
of our best bite happens in the afternoon hours in February. One of 
the best scenarios of all happens on a sunny afternoon, when the tide 
starts moving out late in the day, spilling warm water out of the coves, 
through the drains and into the main parts of the bays. The action can 
be awesome for bigger than average trout and plenty of slot reds in 
a scenario like that. If the weather’s warm enough, and water temps 
rise into the sixties, topwaters will work well, but more of the time, 

FISHING REPORTS     AND FORECASTS
from Big Lake to Boca Chica

 58   |   February 2022



we’re throwing slow-sinking twitch-baits and working them with the 
current, or at least crossways to the current, for best results.”

Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
With the cast and blast season winding down and ending, Blake gets 
back to fishing more of the time in February. “We have had a good 
winter catching both trout and reds so far, and normally, February 
is a great month to target both species in the bays of the Coastal 
Bend. If we’re after reds, we usually find our way into the back lakes 
and marshes, where we spent plenty of time hunkered down in duck 
blinds in recent months. By February, I’ve done so much running 
around in the air boat in some of these areas that I have a really good 
idea where to find some schools of reds. If we’re after trout, we spend 
more time fishing along shorelines in the main bays, in places close 
to where drains funnel water into and out of the backwater areas, 
especially in areas with muddy bottoms and some reefs, or at least 
scattered shell on the bottom. Topwaters will work great at times this 
month, especially on cloudy or foggy days during warm spells, but we 
catch better on soft plastics more of the time. I’m never without my 
trusty dark Norton Sand Eels with chartreuse tails.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
Wading is the best plan for anglers targeting big trout and reds in the 
Corpus Christi area in February, and wearing ForEverLast RayGuards 
is a must, since the stingrays tend to occur in the same places as the 
desired fish. Low water temps during the nights this month tend 
to drive fish into deeper holes and guts, but they move back into 
shallower water during the day as the sun warms things up. The fish 
tend to move quite slowly this time of year, and I like to do the same, 
creeping along and making lots of long casts, covering all the water 
around me as thoroughly as possible. I use slow retrieves, basically 
dragging Bass Assassin Die Dappers or four-inch Sea Shads on eighth 
or sixteenth-ounce heads right on the bottom. On windy days, I 
increase the size of the jighead to quarter-ounce, to keep the lures low 
in the water column. I focus mostly on areas with scattered potholes 
and grassy edges. Braided lines and fluorocarbon leaders help in the 
detection of light bites. Sight-casting both red and black drum on 
sunny days in the shallows with shrimp-flavored Fish-bites is another 
way to make February outings pay. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
“After the freeze, the potential for catching monster trout isn’t the same 
as it was in the good ol’ days, but people still catch some big trout 
around here this time of year. In the clear water, it’s even possible to 
sight-cast them at times. Best conditions for that occur on bright, sunny 
days when the water’s warming up after a cold front. While winds still 
blow with medium strength out of the north, the glare on the water is 
reduced to nearly nothing, and seeing the fish becomes easier. Because 
their backs are dark, trout are easier to see over a bright bottom, 
meaning sand, mostly. When looking for them on the flats, anglers 
should focus on potholes which break up the grassy bottom. After 
seeing a big trout, the best way to catch it is often to throw a lure like a 
paddletail well past the fish, out in front of its face, then bring the lure 
slowly into its view, keeping it moving straight and steady. If a couple 
casts of that type don’t produce a strike, changing up the speed with 
some starts and stops right in front of the fish can work to trigger a bite.” 

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 
Our unpredictable cycle for the Texas surf continues into 2022. We 

started January with some of the warmest winter surf temps on 
record. The talk of the town is undoubtedly the incredible pompano 
bite. Waves and waves of the tasty fish keep flowing in after each cold 
front. I personally have been targeting them with Coquina Sunrise 
leaders from Catchsharks.com and shrimp, Fish-bites, or both. Areas 
with good water clarity produce best, and most of the fish come out 
of the second gut. Redfish of all sizes are also in the surf. Warmer 
days favor slot specimens; colder conditions, more oversized ones. 
Large baits like whiting or horse mullet tend to attract the attention 
of bulls. Black drum and sheepshead also readily bite 
shrimp in the surf this time of year. Big trout are close 
to the beach on some days. They take slow-sinking 
twitch baits, but have been biting silver Johnson 
spoons better on warm days lately. Expect both 
blacktip and sandbar sharks to be present 
during the coming month, the 
smaller blacktips more of the time, 
the bigger sandbars during cold 
snaps. As long as the water temps stay 
above 60, expect some solid surf action.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
Though the weather has been warm so far this winter, we remember 
what happened last February. We have our fingers crossed we don’t 
get another big chill like that, as it really took a toll on the trout 
population. During February, we tend to target our fish in places 
relatively close to deep water. South of town, we like to fish the Saucer, 
behind the cabins. Perhaps a better idea is to stay in the deeper waters 
east of Bennie’s Island, all the way to the Pipeline. The potholes in that 
area tend to hold plenty of both trout and redfish when the weather’s 
cold, and catching big numbers is possible on some days. From the 
Pipeline back to the East Cut also has potential, especially close to the 
deep waters of the Cut. West Bay has been slow lately with the low 
tides, and can be difficult to access in such conditions. Up north, the 
stretch between Butcher’s and Corties has great potential; fish tend to 
hang on the break from the shallows into deeper water. The potholes 
around Jones Cut also provide fast catching at times. And in the first 
three months of the year, Gladys Hole produces great days.

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
While temperatures in South Texas remained so high throughout the 
early part of the winter, fishing proved a bit sluggish in the Lower 
Laguna Madre, but things have taken a turn for the better now that 
the water has cooled down somewhat. We’ve been targeting trout 
in about three to four feet of water, using KWiggler Ball Tails in colors 
like plum/chartreuse rigged on eighth-ounce screw-lock jigheads. 
Most of the fish are hanging around large sandy pockets on the 
bottom, which have been easy to see in the clear water. Best retrieves 
have been slow overall, with the lure making some contact with the 
bottom, occasionally hopped up and down with sharp twitches of the 
rod tip. We’re catching better numbers of redfish than trout, focusing 
on shallow shorelines, where the water is less than two feet deep. 
On sunny days, topwaters are working well to get their attention, 
especially the bone-colored Spook Juniors. We have still been putting 
single hooks on them, to cope with the floating and suspended grass. 
When the fish stop blowing up on the topwaters, we’re doing better 
throwing Willow Tails rigged on sixteenth-ounce heads and working 
them steadily over areas with grassy bottoms.
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INGREDIENTS
2 Tbsp Olive Oil
4 Bell Peppers – diced
2 White Onions – diced
1 Bundle Celery – diced
2 sticks Salted Butter
1 15-ounce can Tomato Sauce
1 6-ounce can Tomato Paste
16 ounces Heavy Cream
32 ounces Chicken Broth
4 10-ounce cans Rotel Original Tomatoes – drained
1 5-ounce pkg Louisiana Fish Fry Gumbo Base 
Slap Ya Mama original seasoning to taste
1-2 packets Splenda to taste 
3 to 4 pounds Crawfish Tails 
HEB Coastal Blend Seasoning 

(for seasoning crawfish)

PREPARATION
In large Dutch oven: Sauté bell pepper, onions, and celery in olive oil. Add 2 sticks butter, 
tomato paste, tomato sauce, and heavy cream, stirring to blend. Add chicken broth and 
drained Rotel tomatoes. Bring to mild boil and then hold at simmer for 10 minutes.

Add Louisiana Fish Fry Gumbo Base to thicken sauce; you can use less or more to 
achieve desired thickness. Add Slap Ya Mama until satisfied with flavor of your sauce; a 
packet or two of Splenda can reduce sharpness of tomato flavor.

Season crawfish tails liberally with HEB Coastal Blend Seasoning and add to finished 
sauce, being careful not to overcook. Stir the crawfish into the sauce delicately to avoid 
crumbling. 

Great served over rice with French bread and salad!

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530
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Crawfish Ponchartrain

I want to thank Austin Smith for 
sharing this great recipe for our 
readers to enjoy. While there’s 
probably a thousand crawfish 
recipes, this one stands out 

among the others in my opinion. 
When Austin made this for us 

everybody raved about it!
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www.ScienceAndTheSea.org 
© The University of Texas Marine Science Institute

Science
Seaand the TM

More than four decades ago, a seal named Hoover began captivating 
visitors at Boston’s New England Aquarium. It wasn’t his slick swimming 
or friendly face drawing visitors to his tank. It was that Hoover, a harbor 
seal rescued by Maine fishermen as a pup, seemed to call out in a gruff 
voice, “Come over here!” The first time Hoover seemingly spoke in his 
deep, Maine-accented voice in 1978, museum workers wondered if it 
was a fluke. But with the encouragement of fish treats, Hoover soon 
showed off his repertoire, barking out “hello there, how are you” or “get 
out of here” or even producing a sound uncannily similar to human 
laughter. 

 

Long after Hoover died in 1985, scientists puzzled over how he could 
mimic human speech. Now, a study of eight harbor seal pups has 
revealed another piece of that puzzle. Before releasing the pups at 
1-3 weeks old from a Dutch rehabilitation center, researchers played 
sounds from the sea at different volumes for the pups and recorded 
how the pups responded. As the volume of the sounds increased, the 
pitch of the pups’ voice dropped. One seal did what humans do in loud 
environments, raising its voice as the recorded sounds grew louder. 

While various other animals have shown the ability to raise their voice 
when they hear louder noise, the ability to change their pitch is rare 
among mammals, usually found primarily in humans, bats…and 
apparently young seals. The study’s results hint at the possibility that 
seals could have connections between the brain and larynx that have so 
far only been found in humans. If so, studying seals may 
unlock secrets to how human speech develops.  

Speaking of the Seals… 

Baby harbor seals can change the pitch of their voices, which is rare 
among mammals. Credit: zoofanatic, CC BY 2.0
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

The Power-Pole Shallow Water 
Anchor is a wonderful and popular 
addition to your boat, but like any 
other electrical or hydraulic device, 
it is not immune to prolonged 
exposure to the damaging effects 
of exposure to seawater and 
condensation. 
The most 

common source of failure is the location in which 
the system is installed. 

Moisture inside the Power Pole C-MONSTER 
pump housing is the most common source of 
failure. Upon inspection of the internal circuit 
board, it should always look clean and brand 
new; capable of passing a white glove test. 

An electrical motor will often continue to work 
when exposed to excessive moisture, possibly 
even submerged, but will be compromised in 
some fashion and become a candidate for failure. 

Repeated circuit board and motor failures raise 

a red flag, usually an indication that the pump is installed in either a 
moisture-rich environment or a compartment where water can enter 
and remain for extended periods. Wiring harnesses are also adversely 
affected by excessive exposure to moisture.  

Milky hydraulic fluid, emulsified causing coagulation, is another 
telltale sign that the pump has been installed in a less than ideal 
location – constantly getting wet or mounted in a moisture-rich 

environment.
Power-Pole provides 

excellent warranty 
coverage. Units under 
warranty are typically 
repaired at no charge 
to the customer. Units 
with expired warranty 
are repaired under a free 
diagnostics and labor 
policy, but the customer 
pays for parts – motors, 
circuit boards, wiring 
harnesses, etc.  

TROUBLESHOOTING POWER-POLE FAILURES

Oyster.TexasSeaGrant.org
The coast is your oyster.

Since the recent legalization of oyster 
farming in Texas, the coast is open for 

business. You can join this new industry!

Texas Sea Grant’s new oyster farming 
website provides information on:

 Permitting • Setting Up Farms • Growing Large, 
Delicious Gulf Oysters • And More! 

 62   |   February 2022



TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters

Capt. Lynn Smith’s
Back Bay Guide Service

Port O’Connor Area

TROUT
REDFISH

FLOUNDER

Wade & 
Drifting 
the Back 

Bays & Surf

Call 361.983.4434  (cell 361.935.6833)
Email lynn@tisd.net (tswf.com/lynnsmith)

PORT O’CONNOR
SEADRIFT

PORT LAVACA

DRIFT FISHING
LIVE / DEAD BAIT

ARTIFICIAL LURESBay Fishing $500

361-482-8306
Coach Mac’s Guide Service

CALL FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY. ASK ABOUT LODGING AND WEEKEND PACKAGES.

Call Coach Cory McFall

TSFMAG.com   |   63
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The PENN® Pursuit® IV 
spinning combo is great 
for inshore, boat, and surf 
fishing. This combo combines 
the Pursuit IV spinning reel 
and a graphite composite 
rod for an affordable and 
durable fish-taming set-up. 
The reel features our proven 
HT-100TM drag system and 
a 4-sealed stainless steel 
bearing system, making the 
Pursuit® IV a great value for 
money for saltwater anglers.

Pick one up today at Academy Sports + Outdoors



www.scbboats.com
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956-233-9489
®

10YEAR
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DESIGN YOUR SCB ONLINE



N O W  A V A I L A B L E  A T  T H E  K A T Y  L O C A T I O N  

H O U S T O N ’ S  P R E M I E R  
H O B I E  D E A L E R

COMPASS

PRO ANGLER

OUTBACK

SEE YOU AT THE
HOUSTON BOAT SHOW

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 - SUNDAY, JANUARY 30
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