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in Simms waders…if you will. Don’t be fooled; 
that flounder weighed nearly five pounds. Not 
exactly the jolly old elf of lore by any stretch, 

Danny stands 6’-4”, which makes any fish in his 
hands look smaller than lifesize. Kudos on the 
release, Danny. We need every spawning-age 

flounder making its way to the gulf and sending 
back thousands of fingerlings. Merry Christmas!
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It is with great sadness that we report the passing 
of longtime friend and TSFMag correspondent 
Dickie Colburn. Dickie was a talented angler and 
guide, known throughout the fishing community 
for his fishing reports in many publications 
and long career guiding fishermen on Sabine 
Lake. Dickie’s greatest passion was teaching 
newcomers to the sport, especially youngsters. 
He closed nearly all his monthly columns with 
encouragement to “Take a kid fishing.”

Those who read his columns regularly are sure 
to remember his no-nonsense style of telling 
it like he saw it; whether the fishing on Sabine 
was outstanding or disappointing – Dickie was 
always honest. Dickie was a dedicated father and 
grandfather, faithful to his church, and served as 
role model and mentor to many during his lifetime.

Chuck Uzzle has a fitting tribute in this issue, he 
credits Dickie for having been a great influence in 
his life, not only in fishing but for many character-
building experiences as well. Dickie will be sorely 

missed by all who knew him. Rest in peace, sir. Your work here is done. We 
pray we can live up to your standards during our own journeys. 

In other news, a proposal submitted to the TPWD commissioners by 

Coastal Fisheries staff has been given the greenlight for them to proceed 
with public scoping as regards spotted seatrout regulations. This is the 
beginning of the standard regulatory process to enact reduced bag 
limits and slot limits for anglers retaining trout in the near future. New 
regulations, if approved, could be enacted as early as January 2022. These 
measures will hopefully provide opportunity for the fishery to recover to 
prior levels of abundance following the devasting February freeze.
Daily Bag Limit – Three Fish • All Coastal Waters: East Matagorda Bay 
through Lower Laguna Madre • Slot Length: 17- to 23-inches • Expires 
August 31, 2023

In a nutshell, what this means is that the emergency regulations applied 
to the spotted seatrout fishery for 120 days and then extended for 60 
additional days earlier this year to further conserve spawning biomass 
in the Laguna Madre, are being expanded and proposed for all middle 
and lower coast waters from date of enactment through August 31, 2023. 
This will provide the majority of two additional spawning seasons, a huge 
boost toward the recovery of Texas’ most popular inshore species.

After witnessing firsthand the devastation of middle coast fisheries 
last February, it is my personal hope that Texas anglers will support these 
measures and the fishery will rebound to pre-freeze population levels in 
the next few years. 

Here’s wishing a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our readers. 
May God bless each and every one.

EDITORIAL
TRIBUTE TO DICKIE COLBURN 
& TROUT REGULATION PROPOSALS

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

December Issue 
Highlights
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Getting an early start tends to present 
better catching opportunities during 
warm weather stretches.

the three months of



A
s of the timing of this story water temperatures have been hovering 
in the middle- to upper-70s across Galveston bays. As a result, the 
larger trout are spread out and seem to lack the urgency to feed 
aggressively as we’ve grown accustomed to this time of year. Some 
trout are still in their summertime pattern over deep shell and along 
sandbars while others have found their way to more winter-like 

areas such as mud / shell flats near deep water. The bays are still full of white shrimp 
but the majority of the trout feeding upon them are less than legal size.

The likelihood of this pattern changing before this magazine hits the newsstands is 
high, especially if you know how quickly Texas weather can change. December along 
the Upper Texas Coast offers probably the most eccentric weather pattern changes 
compared to other months on the calendar. It’s like November, December and January 
all rolled into one month. Regardless of what the weatherman has in store, I believe 
it’s important that astute fishermen understand how the timing and strength of cold 
fronts alter the patterns of the species we target. 

December
STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN

the three months of



Warm Periods 
We’ll typically see looser groups 
of trout sporadically feeding 
amongst scattered bait.  Mullet 
will tend to be more active 
on the surface but also more 
spread out over an area.  Tides 
are typically higher during 
these warm periods so marsh 
openings along grass-lined 
shorelines are great areas to 
target. We will sometimes 
literally catch our fish by casting 
up against the cord grass. Trout 
and redfish will frequent subtle 
undulations and potholes up 
shallow, but never too far from 
deeper water. These are high-
percentage areas, especially 
when there are small oyster 
reefs in the vicinity. We tend to 
hop around from spot to spot 
more during these warm-up 
periods while picking up two 
here and three there. The 
phrase “school bus fishing” 
comes to mind. I have found that our best bite is typically early in the 
morning and late in the evening for the better quality trout.

Topwaters are always a fun choice during these stretches. My 
top three choices are MirrOlure She Dogs, Rapala Skitter Walks and 
Heddon Spook One Knockers. Ranking right up there with topwater 
plugs are hard-bodied twitchbaits. Two incredible choices are 
Borboleta’s LeLe and Texas Custom Lure’s Double D. I’m not sure 

which is more invigorating, a massive explosion on top or damn near 
having the rod ripped out of my hands when a stud trout violently 
slams my twitchbait.

During Frontal Passage  
Aggressive feeding takes place as trout sense the onset of winter 
and instinctively realize diminishing food supply. This is what we 

often refer to as gorging. Trout 
schools will tighten up and 
catching will be about as easy 
as it can get. I like to fish breaks 
along shallow reefs and at the 
mouths of bayous, preferably 
along windward shorelines.  
Streaky water and mullet 
concentrations along with the 
occasional slick is a perfect 
scenario. If the wind is really 
puffing then we’ll set up behind 
marsh points and in back lakes 
while focusing on tide or wind-
driven eddies and rip currents. 
I will always try to use a boat 
launch closer to my intended 
fishing area when I know a front 
is approaching. Regardless of 
how big or how many trout we 
think we can catch nothing is 
worth putting ourselves and 
others in danger.

Just about anything in our box 

Perry Seeberger with a healthy post-front trout he caught 
while casting alongside a mud/shell ridge near deep water.

Rich Overmeyer doesn’t get to catch 
many of these back home in Michigan!

Andrew Shaffer with a beautiful CPR red he caught on a recent trip during summer-like conditions.
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will work when the bite is good but, because we’re typically dealing 
with higher winds, soft plastics are what I use most of the time.  
MirrOlure Lil Johns, Provokers, and Saltwater Assassins rigged on 1/8 
ounce jigheads work perfectly. Not only can we cover more water 
throwing jigs but releasing fish is faster and easier than dealing with 
multiple treble hooks. Crimping the barbs on our jigs adds to the 
ease even further and does minimal damage to the fish. As always, I 
use darker colors such as Red Shad, Texas Roach and Morning Glory 
in water with reduced clarity and colors like Limetreuse, Glow and 
Pink in clearer water. 

Post Front 
Sudden water temperature drops and higher barometric pressure 
can cause a tough bite especially since the fish fed heavily during 
the passage of the front. Stronger fronts accompanied by stiff north 
or northwest winds will drop tide levels which can actually be to our 
advantage as fish will tend to concentrate in deeper guts, bayous, 
and channels.  The shear concentration of fish in these areas enables 
us to hit enough of them on the head to make it worthwhile despite 
the fact that they may not be feeding aggressively.   

Of course, soft plastics always deserve a place in our wading 
boxes but colder water temperatures usually means transitioning 
more to mullet-imitating plugs, especially for larger trout. I hear the 
phrase “match the hatch” a lot. While I believe there is some validity 
to that phrase I also think that trout are more reaction feeders than 
anything. I understand that larger prey such as mullet are more 
prevalent the colder the water gets as most of the smaller forage 
such as shrimp and shad have left the bays. I also know for certain 
that a slow-sinking Paul Brown Corky Fat Boy hovering in the face of 
a five-pound trout will get smoked with the right twitch of the wrist. 
In this instance, placement and technique trump shape and size.   

December will present us with 
a variety of looks as the weather 
changes back and forth.  Overall, 
I think fishing here in the 
Galveston Bay Complex will be 
good (by today’s standards) as 
long as we keep our heads on a 
swivel and react appropriately 
to the changes.

Closing Thoughts  
There was a time when trout 
fishing was really easy for both 
numbers and quality. If an area 
looked “fishy” then it usually 
produced. This isn’t necessarily 
the case these days, however. 
While my clients and I did enjoy 
a legitimate school of trout 
recently, many of our days are 
spent nook and cranny fishing. I 
mentioned “school bus fishing” 
earlier.  We tend to find smaller 
pods of trout than in years past. 
This requires moving around 
more as opposed to fishing just 

one area. As I peruse the bay I notice other boaters doing the same 
thing. I’ve come to the realization that there are fewer secrets than 
ever before. Anglers are not only more dialed-in but also have better 
technology and gear than what we grew up using. This is just one 
more reason to take it easy on the resource and respect what we 
have. Keep what you need but please release the rest.

Merry Christmas!   
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Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Fun with Late-Season School of Jacks and Reds

Buzzy Knapp with one of many nice trout he caught 
while casting into nervous mullet along a drop-off.

Greg DeAtkine caught this solid trout while drifting a 
shallow sandbar during a warm stretch of weather.
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I
n Texas, normally sometime around Thanksgiving, water temperatures in our 
coastal bays dip down into the 50s and stay there for at least a few days. When 
this happens, cold weather patterns emerge as the most productive ones for 
catching trout and redfish. Hypothetically, this happens because of a natural 
response the fish exhibit when confronted with water temperatures declining to a 
point where they become uncomfortable.

I chose the word hypothetically to start the last sentence for a reason; the fish have no way 
of telling us if water temperatures measuring below 60° make them uncomfortable. I assume 
trout and redfish feel discomfort in cold water because they apparently leave it temporarily, 
especially when places holding warmer water lie close to their favored haunts. Again, I 
used the word apparently because I’ve based my belief in the veracity of the statement on 
anecdotal evidence gathered with a rod and reel, not by tracking fish with devices which 
would provide direct knowledge of their locations.

Some of what we believe about the behavior of trout and redfish, especially with regard 
to their tendencies to move about in response to various stimuli in their environment, relies 
on our ability to draw conclusions from anecdotal evidence, rather than the kind obtained 
through scientific research. Certainly, to me and many others, trout and redfish appear to 
react to the season’s first few strong cold snaps by retreating from the shallows into water 
of greater depths, where temperatures remain higher for a while. Significantly, the fish also 
return to shallower water when conditions moderate, sometimes bearing ravenous appetites.

Anglers who believe these statements and who understand the need for planning trips 
to coincide with different stages in the cooling and warming trends dictated by the passage 
of harsh cold fronts from the middle of autumn through the middle of winter stand some 
chance of connecting with large numbers of hungry fish packed into relatively small spaces. 
In some of these places, the average size of the trout will run well above normal, sometimes 
into the epic range. Most of the consistently productive cold weather spots in Texas bays 
share some critical attributes.

Normally, a land mass provides protection from the chilling effects brisk north winds 
exert on shallow water in a place where anglers regularly catch plenty of trout and reds 
when water temperatures first dip into the 50s. Obviously, strong winds blowing over a 
bay create wave action, which mixes water of different depths. In places where chilly winds 
blow onshore, this causes the shallow water to cool down fast, from top to bottom, and fish 
generally retreat from such places soon after they feel this effect.  

Conversely, in places lying in the lee of a large land mass where northerly breezes blow 
offshore, winds don’t create wave action of such magnitudes, and the water becomes more 
layered, in terms of temperature. In some places, the shallow water lying in a protected 
leeward pocket measures three or four degrees warmer than water of the same depth 
outside the protective cloak provided by terra firma. This matters to trout and redfish when 
water temperatures descend below 60°, especially when they fall into the mid-50s and lower.

Another shared aspect of the most productive winter hot spots relates to their inclusion 
of water of significant depth, where fish fleeing the cold can limit Jack Frost’s numbing 
effects.  Areas close to the main basin of a bay, where depths reach or exceed seven feet, or 
to channels and guts, with water of similar or greater depths, meet this description. In the 
best case scenarios, these places also display one other important attribute: they include 
cover and structure elements in the shallows lying close to shore, where the predators can 
find food with relative ease.



In Upper Coast bays, these elements most often occur in 
the form of oyster reefs. Farther south, they might include 
grassbeds, sandbars, reefs, and/or rock formations. Where 
I live and work, in the waters south of the JFK Causeway, 
three famous places provide Texas’ saltwater anglers ample 
opportunity to make memorable catches from about the 
middle of November through sometime in February. The 
best approaches for fishing these three locations vary 
slightly, since they don’t include exactly the same features.

One of the most famous places lies in the Upper 
Laguna Madre, along the King Ranch Shoreline. In the 
first half of the cold season, the area north of the Pure 
Oil Channel provides the most reliable action. This likely 
results from the relatively short distance between the 
deepest nearby water (which I and others often refer to 
as the “swag”) and the shoreline shallows. From Pure Oil 
north to Pita Island, anglers who time their outings to 
coincide with the proper parts of the cold weather cycle 
catch lots of fish, including some giant trout.

As is the case with any of these spots, one of the best 
times to fish this stretch of shoreline starts a couple hours before and 
for about an hour after a front passes over the coast. Fish tend to feed 
voraciously in this situation, repeatedly rising to tackle topwaters in 
and around the potholes and grass mats adorning the bank. Once 
the frontal winds stiffen the flags for a while, the action abruptly ends, 
often for two days or more, as the fish retreat into the swag to wait for 
a warming trend. The next big bite usually occurs on the first day the 
winds die down and temperatures begin to rise, tempting hungry fish to 
return to the shallows close to the west shoreline of the lagoon.

Because the water in this area tends to run stupid clear, catching 
fish in the shallows proves much easier in low light conditions. This 
becomes especially true under bright skies, which typically prevail 
after a frontal passage. Consequently, anglers who want to experience 

the best catching on the King Ranch Shoreline in early-winter often 
wait until late-afternoon to leave the dock, then fish their way through 
the gloaming and into the early hours of night.  The smartest ones do 
so on the first day winds blow gently onshore after a bitter cold snap, 
throwing slow-sinking twitch baits around potholes and grass mats 
quite close to the bank, if tide levels run medium to high, a bit farther 
from shore if less water covers the flats.

Farther south, in Baffin Bay, another famous place produces great 
catches of trout and reds, including some monster trout, during this 
same time frame. The rock-studded sandbar known as Cathead, lying 
on the southern fringe of a shallow, muddy flat in the lee of the Point 
of Rocks, ranks at or near the top of the best places in Texas to catch 
trout of grand dimensions in frigid weather. The conditions most 

Google Map view of Cathead region that defines sandbar and adjoining areas.

Cathead is known more for producing big trout than big reds in 
winter, but Ari Schwartz proved catching either is possible there!

Jason King with a beautiful trout caught as darkness approached 
soon after the turn of the New Year on the King Ranch Shoreline.
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conducive for catching trout in the first half of winter at Cathead vary 
slightly from those which elevate the potential on the King Ranch 
Shoreline. As with any great cold-weather spot, the catching can be 
fast when a front first blows in.

And as with all these spots, a lull in the catching will occur for a while, 
as the chilling effects of the front settle in. At Cathead, though, the best 
opportunity for catching numbers of the kind of trout which made this 
bay famous (meaning those measuring at least 30 inches and weighing 
upwards of 8 pounds) occurs when the weather first turns a corner 
for the better after the passage of the front, while brisk north winds 
still whistle. Perhaps this results from the short distance between the 
deeper water where the trout generally wait out the cold and the rocks 
and grassbeds dotting the shallows. Perhaps it relates to the supremely 
protective effects generated by the lay of the land; I can’t say for sure.

But certainly, many of us who’ve fished Cathead for years know 
we can expect to experience some fast catching as soon as winds 
die down under about 15 knots or so, and water temperatures stop 
declining, perhaps begin to tick up a bit. Generally, the west end of the 
system produces better in colder weather, and when the north winds 
include more of a westerly component, and the eastern half of the 
system produces better when conditions bottom out at slightly higher 
values, and when northeasterly winds prevail.

A strong westerly component in the wind serves to elevate the 
potential in the last famous place touted here as ranking among 
South Texas’ best early-winter hot spots—Gladys Hole.  Lying as it 
does to the west of the ICW just south of the southern entrance to 
the Land Cut, this famous flat and its feeder gut share some of the 
same attributes as the other two places, since the land mass provides 
protection from northerly winds, and shallow grassbeds offer the fish 
a reliable place to find food close to the deeper water into which they 
retreat during cold weather events.

In Gladys Hole, anglers sometimes catch lots of fish, including some 
really big trout, in the shallow parts of the cove west of the feeder 
gut’s end when tides and temperatures run high for this time of year, 

also right when strong fronts arrive. The best time of all to fish the 
place, though, happens after strong NW winds force most of the 
water out of the cove, and fish retreat into the gut lying adjacent to 
the ICW, or into the ICW itself. Much like they do on the King Ranch 
Shoreline close to Flour Bluff, the predators inch toward the shallows 
when water temperatures begin to moderate. In Gladys Hole, they 
stack up near the end of the feeder gut, while the water outside the 
gut remains extremely shallow.  

In such a situation, the catching can seem almost other-worldly.  
I’ve had days where everyone in the group caught 100 or more fish, 
both trout and reds, usually on slow-sinking twitch baits, some of 
them trout big enough to paint a smile on any coastal angler’s face.  
Each of these three areas provides similarly satisfying potential, 
especially for those who time their efforts intelligently, considering 
the specific phase of the weather cycle, the temperatures of the air 
and water, and the tide level.  In all cases, this also means learning 
how to navigate safely to these places when Old Man Winter screams 
with seemingly mean intensity. 
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a full-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Twitch Bait Monster

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Arial view highlighting “swag” that runs along 
northern King Ranch shoreline in Upper Laguna.

The Captain shows off the longest trout he ever caught at Gladys Hole.
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We shared many days on 
the water and I treasure the 
memory of each of them.



E
ach of us can look back through our lives and recall people who made 
impacts on us, who in their own special way truly shaped the people we 
became later in life. For me that happened almost thirty years ago when I 
was so fortunate to make Dickie Colburn my friend. 

In my younger years I had a Thursday ritual, I would buy every 
newspaper I could get my hands on because that was the day the outdoor 

columns were printed. I bought the Houston Chronicle and Houston Post, the Beaumont 
Enterprise, the Port Arthur News, the Lake Charles American Press, and never failed to grab 
the Orange Leader because Dickie Colburn wrote a column in there and it was as close to 
the gospel as it got. I read all the articles from other writers, but I paid particular attention 
to every word Dickie wrote. In my eyes he was undisputedly, “the guy.” 

I still have many of Dickie’s old columns and I remember the first time he mentioned 
my name in one of them. I thought I had really made the big time. Funny thing is that 
after guiding more than twenty-five years I still got the same feeling whenever Dickie 
mentioned me anywhere. To me he was still, “the guy.”

I remember the first time we fished together; he was incredibly hard to read and I had 
no idea if he would even care if I fell out of the boat. I found out later he was battling 

FishingGuide
THAN A

STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE
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kidney stones, which he did forever, and was 
just fishing despite the pain he was in because 
he was that damn tough. 

At that particular time I had no idea how 
fortunate I was that Dickie had taken a shine to 
me and decided to share some of his incredible 
knowledge about everything from fishing to 
life in general. I had been guiding for a less-
than-reputable outfit when Dickie approached 
me and said, “Son, I know your parents and you 
were brought up better than this. A man is only 
as good as his word and his actions, don’t let 
money destroy your credibility.” It wasn’t long 
after that he began to teach me not only how 
to handle the business of being a guide but 
how to handle other things as well, and I will be 
forever in his debt for all of them.

As my guiding career took off Dickie was 
quick to remind me that now that I was a new 
dad I needed to learn that everything in life 
has its place. Sitting at his kitchen table he 
said, “Son, if I ever find out that you skipped 
anything concerning your family, like one of 
Hunter’s ballgames or a family dinner, you and 
I will have problems.” And he meant it. I took 
lessons like that to heart, and I know without 
a shadow of doubt that he made me a better 
person for it.

I cannot begin to explain how much he 
taught me and how far he advanced my 
learning curve. I know he spent countless hours 
fishing the Sabine area and knew it as well or 
better than anyone who ever floated a boat 
there. There were tons of things he showed me 
that I probably never would have found on my 
own. It was like getting all the answers before 
the teacher ever passed out the exam. 

One day while he was schooling me on 
how to fish deep structure on the river, 
we anchored near a point that jutted 
perpendicular from the bank to a depth of 
12 or 15 feet. We were throwing live shad on 
a Carolina rig and he told me there were a 
bunch of redfish stacked up in the area. After 
a dozen or so casts with no bite he moved 
the boat about 50 feet so we could cast to the 
other side of the point. It was magic. Every cast 
was met with an emphatic thump followed 
by a screaming drag. That small correction 
was the difference between an epic day and a 
possible zero. The lessons were never ending.

Dickie was incredibly influential in both 
fresh and saltwater angling circles, having 
guided both for close to fifty years. Dickie won 
his share of bass tournaments, piled up more 
crappie than you could see over, and helped 
revolutionize the whacky worm technique with 

Dickie was a great 
angler and enjoyed 
sight-casting reds in 

the Sabine marsh.
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the advent of the Crème Scoundrel worm. On the saltwater side he 
caught a “bazillion” (his favorite word to describe many) speckled trout 
and redfish, but his proficiency in catching flounder and the way he 
did it put him over the top. 

Early on in our friendship he said, “A man can make a great living 
with a six and a half foot spinning rod,” and that’s exactly what he did. 
Dickie loved to throw Gitzit tube jigs with a tiny piece of shrimp on 
the tip of the hook. He was an absolute flounder vacuum with that 
spinning rod and light line. 

Before the bad run of big hurricanes; Rita, Ike, and all that 
followed, Dickie could tell you where just about every patch of shell 
on Sabine was located and how to fish them. There was the time he 
was pre-fishing for one of the old Troutmaster Tournaments with 
Jim Franklin when he caught his best trout ever, and had no idea 
just how big it really was. Dickie and Jim were wading and were 
not keeping fish in preparation for the tournament, plus they were 
a good distance from the boat when the fish was caught. With no 
way to measure the length and girth of the fish except pieces of 
monofilament line, Dickie stuck them in his pocket and continued 
fishing. Back at the boat they took their measurements and plugged 
them into the IGFA formula and learned that his trout was well over 
twelve pounds. True to form, Dickie was unfazed.

There was also the great run on striped bass we had 
going on in the early 2000s and nobody was more 
excited to catch them than Dickie. He had enjoyed them 
on Toledo Bend and when we started catching them 
regularly on the Sabine River he was in heaven. One 
foggy morning while fishing solo he caught an absolute 
giant fish on a Chug Bug that weighed 36 pounds! Easily 
the biggest striper anyone in the area had ever heard of, 
much less seen. Dickie released that fish to fight another 
day and went on to look for the next one, the same as 
he’d done a million times.

Dickie took great pride in teaching the sport of fishing 
to kids and beginners; he greatly enjoyed introducing 
people to the sport. Forever he told me to always 
remember as a guide it was, “your job to make this a 
special day for your client,” because the next day they 
would back at work while we were still on the water. 

Dickie also preached the fact that all you have is your 
name and your integrity; to never knowingly sell out to 
a product or sponsor that you do not truly believe in. 
Dickie’s words are still rules that I try to live by as well 
as run my business.

 On October 27, 2021, my good friend Dickie Colburn 
passed away in an automobile accident, and the news 
hit me like a ton of bricks. We’d had a conversation a 
couple of days earlier and shared fishing reports like 
we so often did. I can honestly say fishing for me has 
been a little different since he passed away. I will truly 
miss comparing notes and sharing stories with the guy 
who was not only my mentor and friend, but someone I 
considered close enough to be family. 

Dickie was high on my list of people I never wanted 
to disappoint and I hope to continue along that path. 
I know my friend is up in Heaven where the fish are 
plentiful and the weather always cooperates. I am 

thankful to have had him in my life but I would be lying if I said I 
didn’t miss him terribly. 

Rest in peace my friend!
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Remembering Dickie

Dickie admiring a 
marsh red; we caught 

many that day.
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T
exans have a well-earned reputation for being 
proud of their state, and there are countless 
reasons why they should be. People, places, and 
traditions intertwine to create numerous unique 
cultures within the state, and nowhere is this more 
apparent than the coast. At the end of the last 

great cattle drives and before the first oil boom, coastal Texans began 
developing a regional economy centered around fishing and hunting. 
These proud traditions continue today, with hundreds of thousands of 
people enjoying our coastal resources annually. 

Texans’ passion for coastal fishing creates thousands of jobs and 
generates billions of dollars in our coastal counties alone. It also creates 
a new set of considerations for future marine fisheries management 
decisions in the state (Figure 1). Long gone are the days of rowing 
Farley boats out of Port Aransas to catch tarpon and snook (Formerly 
Tarpon, TX. The name was changed once the fish disappeared). Today, 
improved boat technology and an exponentially growing number of 
anglers are placing unprecedented fishing pressure on Texas’ marine 
sportfisheries. Projections also show that Texas will add an additional 
20 million people in the next few decades, more than a few of which 
are sure to be anglers.  Don’t get me wrong, this is a wonderful thing. 
Our sportfisheries are a public resource that should be utilized and 
enjoyed by all who wish to do so. I fish the flats every chance I get 
and enjoy taking a few fish home to eat as well. However, as an angler 
and a fisheries biologist, I’ve seen an immense increase in the amount 
of fishing pressure on our coast. From my point of view, 
changes will have to be made to keep our sportfish 
populations healthy for the next generation of Texans to 
enjoy. Let me walk you through what I am seeing…

First of all, we are lucky to have Texas Parks and 
Wildlife (TPWD) as our state-level conservation 
department. Having grown up in other states and 
worked with/for other management agencies earlier 
in my career, I can honestly say TPWD is one of the 
top natural resource departments in the country. Few 
other agencies work harder to improve natural 
resources while simultaneously striving to increase 
the public’s access to them. You should add TPWD to 
your list of why we are lucky to call Texas home. One of 
the most important things TPWD provides us as fisheries 
scientists is their long-term fisheries dataset. This 50+ 
year dataset is one of the longest running and most 
complete state-level fisheries datasets in existence. This 
allows us to have strong confidence when we evaluate 

long-term trends in sportfish populations, a crucial component of 
proper fisheries management. 

As you would probably guess, we like to see level or increasing 
sportfish population trends that are not fluctuating wildly year to 
year. Simply put, this indicates the population has sufficient food and 
habitat resources and is not experiencing excessive fishing pressure. 
As you can see, spotted seatrout populations between 2005 and 
2019 looked great overall (Figure 2 A). Looking back over the past 
few years, there have been numerous regulations reducing spotted 
seatrout bag limits, (Figure 2 B), to keep up with rapidly increasing 
fishing pressure on the coast (Figure 2 D). Redfish populations, 
(Figure 2 C), have also been relatively stable over the past fifteen 
years. However, there was a recent three-year period of precipitous 
decline followed by an explosive increase. While this type of variation 
may be natural, the magnitude of fluctuation is worth noting since 
redfish regulations have not been changed for many years despite 
increasing pressure. It will be interesting to see if this fluctuation self-
stabilizes in the next few years, especially since on-the-water reports 
suggest more anglers are targeting redfish over seatrout after the 
freeze. To summarize this broadly, a time may come when managers 
will not be able to reduce bag limits enough to offset increases 
in recreational fishing pressure. This could lead to numerous 
management outcomes such as increased slot sizes, catch-and-
release-only seasons, and even extended season closures.

We are already seeing higher slot sizes and lower bag limits for 

Fishing Pressure & the Future    of Texas’ Marine Sportfisheries

ON THE HORIZON

Figure 1). Marine sportfishing is the focal point of Texas’ coastal culture. 
Arguably the birthplace of North America’s sportfishing industry, coastal 

sportfisheries now add billions of dollars to the state’s economy.
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STORY BY QUENTIN HALL
Fishing Pressure & the Future    of Texas’ Marine Sportfisheries

ON THE HORIZON
spotted seatrout in the Lower Laguna Madre and a zero-fish bag limit 
for southern flounder this winter. While this article is by no means an 
official scientific analysis, (we’re definitely in “back-of-the-envelope” 
territory here), it is my personal and professional opinion that these 
types of management changes are going to become more 
necessary and more common in the future. (It is worth mentioning 
that there are some sportfisheries, particularly offshore, that could 
easily support higher levels of recreational fishing pressure, but that 
is for a different article).

As an angler, I understand that new regulations can be frustrating, 
and it would be great if things stayed the way they are. So, what 
can we do to reduce fishing pressure and prolong the need for 
management changes? The easiest thing I can think of is to only keep 
what you need. I love eating what I catch and even saving a little for 
later but let’s be honest, we all find bags of freezer-burned fillets at 
the bottom of our freezer every year. In addition, practice the best 
catch and release methods when letting fish go. Yes, even with dink 
trout and rat reds. Those annoying, soft-plastic-destroying juveniles 
are going to be the same fish you are targeting in just a couple of 
years so let’s make sure they survive release (visit www.releasense.org 

for more information on proper catch and release methods).  
The most important thing we can do is talk about our 

sportfisheries and how we want the future to look. Anglers, talk 
to your fishing buddies. Guides, talk with your clients. The Sportfish 
Center will continue to engage and connect as many stakeholders as 
possible. We are committed to being accessible to anglers, management 
agencies, and the recreational fishing industry. Although there may 
be changes on the horizon, wise stewardship and sound science can 
ensure that the future of Texas’ marine sportfisheries remains bright. 

Stay safe and stay on them. 

Quentin Hall is the Angler Engagement Coordinator for the Center for 
Sportfish Science and Conservation at the Harte Research Institute. He 
turned his lifelong fishing and hunting habits into a career, receiving 
dual bachelor’s degrees in Animal Science and Fisheries Management 
from the University of Missouri and his M.S. in Marine Biology from 
Texas A&M – Corpus Christi. While Quentin’s research focuses on a 
variety of studies ranging from juvenile sportfish recruitment dynamics 
to sportfish movements, his true passion is connecting anglers with the 
science supporting their fisheries.

Figure 2). 
(A) Spotted seatrout 

population trends between 
2005 and 2019. Regulatory 

changes have stabilized 
seatrout populations despite 
increasing fishing pressure. 

(B) Selected major 
regulation changes for the 

spotted seatrout fishery. 
These changes have helped 

seatrout populations 
remain stable despite heavy 

fishing pressure. 
(C) Redfish population 

trends between 2005 and 
2019. Redfish population 

trends have remained 
relatively steady although 

there has been a recent 
period of destabilization 

(circled in red). 
(D) Saltwater license sales 
between 2005 and 2019. 
License sales are a good 

indicator of fishing pressure. 
These data were adapted 

from TPWD’s Marine Sport-
Harvest Monitoring Program 

provided by the TPWD 
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Early days of the Sabine 
jetty, when we sloshed 
around on the wall all day.



S
omeone recently inquired what sort of tackle they should carry when fishing Texas jetties, 
of which there are eight at last count. They didn’t specify shark fishing, so I assume that, 
like most anglers, this guy was looking for the usual trout, redfish and mackerel. When 
walking the rocks you see all manner of tackle out there, but here are a few pointers with 
Christmas just around the corner.

Baitcasting Reels. We began “plugging” the jetties a long time ago, using baitcasting 
reels and whatever single rod each of us owned at the time. Why? Around those rocks, they landed 
more fish than spin tackle. Usually six feet long, our rods back then were not ideal, but could also be 
used at Rayburn and Toledo Bend reservoirs when bass fishing. Not the pistol grip handled rods that 
were popular then, ours had regular handles. In the years since we’ve bumped up to seven-foot rods, 
ideal for slinging plugs and spoons all day, versus anything shorter or longer. Back then we had our 
red reels, the famous Ambassadeur 5000B (and later the 5500), always loaded with 20-pound line. 
Today there are all sorts of baitcasting reel models—lighter, more streamlined, less likely to backlash, 
more expensive. It should be noted that we were walking the rocks and had to power redfish up from 
the depths, or stop a trout from wallowing close and making a last-second run. We’d time a wave 
where each fish was washed onto a handy flat rock. (We never used landing nets). That’s sketchy work 
for spin tackle with customary 12-pound line

With the exception of South Texas, we didn’t actually hike out from shore. We ran boats, often 
aluminum boats but also bass boats and my trusty Old Yellow, a 15-foot walk-through windshield 
Thunderbird. We’d ease in close, toss the anchor on a dry rock, climb onto a rock that didn’t look too 
treacherous, and shove the boat out into deeper water. Then hike up and down the wall, tossing spoons. 
If the wind ran straight down the jetties, we’d anchor 30 feet out and jump overboard in front of amused 
nearby boaters. That technique is…rather rare these days; many of us earned a scratchin’ from barnacles. 
Or worse, a trip to the ER. Today’s jetty boaters either anchor and sit, or use electric motors to cruise up 
and down the line of rocks while casting. Out in open water, those guys can use spin tackle, which has 
weaker pulling power; but they’re pulling fish away from the rocks, while we were atop the rocks and 
pulling fish towards us. Medium-heavy action rods and strong baitcaster reels did the job, though. 

Spin Tackle. In more recent years I get more kick out of tugging on fish with spin tackle; that lighter 
line requires some finesse with each fish. You can also cast a long ways upwind without a single 
backlash. To me, spinning gear isn’t as accurate as with baitcasters, but the jetties don’t require perfect 
casting. As for cost, I favor inexpensive spin reels after seeing several lost overboard. Why use a $250 
reel, when a $36 model will do the same job for years? Out there on the rocks, your luck can run out 
fast: a small shark or ladyfish will yank a rod from the boat when least expected. A disastrous fall on 
the rocks is hard on gear, too. 

These days I prefer the Shimano Sienna 4000 reels; if one is dunked in saltwater, I’ve had other 
guides tell me to toss it and buy another. Once flooded, they’re never quite as smooth as before, but 

STORY BY JOE RICHARD

Jetty Tackle
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I’ve stretched them for another year or two after a thorough cleaning. The purist may favor 
finer tackle, but jetty fishing is gritty work, with hazards all around.   Far from sedate casting 
on some quiet flat in the bay, it’s quite the opposite. Some guides won’t even fish the jetties; 
they’re uneasy around currents and waves crashing into cruel granite every few seconds. We 
became completely used to it, though perhaps squandering our youth in the process, fishing 
so many years out there, perfectly content in a high energy, marine environment. A wet butt 
and a hungry gut, that was us. But we caught more than enough quality fish to satisfy.  

Favorite Lures. As for tackle, we lost a great many of our favorite spoons out there, because 
mackerel always seemed to be around the Sabine jetties during warmer months. If we’d 
only had 40-pound fluorocarbon leader back then, which is super tough. A couple of feet 
connected straight to the reel’s line, (without a swivel) would have saved us a lot of lures and 
landed more fish. Adding a split ring to the front of the spoon would have increased wiggle 
action and avoided more cutoffs, too. Trout can be finicky around 40-pound leader, but fluoro 
really works and is said to be invisible underwater. Only three days ago (as I write this), Amy 

Jetty CheCk List:

>A five-gallon bucket (with 
rope handle threaded with 
four inches of thin PVC pipe). 

>Small tackle box with favorite 
plugs and plenty of shiny ¾ 
ounce (mostly gold) spoons. 

>Small spool of fluorocarbon 
leader.

>Fillet knife. 

>8-inch needle-nose pliers.

>Good fishing gloves that 
carry leather pads sewed 
over the palms

>Wear long pants, long sleeve 
shirt, and reliable shoes that 
won’t slip. Wear a good hat, 
because only those mean 
critters living under those 
jetty rocks are getting any 
shade out there.

This list was earned after many 
years of walking the rocks 
and learning from mistakes. 
I’m not the only one who 
loves the combination of a 
sloshing green tide in the 
rocks and sharp smells of the 
sea out there; in the past I’ve 
noted three former Houston 
Chronicle outdoor writers 
who did pretty much the 
same thing, mostly fishing the 
Quintana jetties at Freeport 
but also Sabine Pass.  

A keeper trout slid onto Sabine’s rock wall, the 
scene of many caught fish and occasional falls.

This jetty has poured concrete on top, but is still too hazardous for some people.

This young angler backpacked his gear 
out to the end of the Port Aransas jetty.
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and I ran into a mixed school of trout, ladyfish 
and Spanish mackerel. Action was fast and 
furious, it was every cast. We started with 
regular 30-pound mono for leaders, but these 
were cut to pieces and six spoons and jigs 
were quickly lost. I dug out a spool of fluoro 
and tied on several feet. Mackerel chewed 
and chewed on those new leaders, but just 
couldn’t bite through it. We soon had an Igloo 
full of mackerel and a few 20-inch trout. It 
was the kind of day where a half-dozen fish 
followed your lure, with not another boat in 
sight. And glassy calm. 

As the surf rocks photo shows on a 
nice autumn day at Galveston, jetties are 
much like icebergs, with most of their 
structure underwater. Those simple rock 
groins stretching out from the Galveston 
seawall are miniatures of real jetties, built 
to counter wakes of passing ships. Hook a 
fish while standing on those rocks, and you’re pulling them across an 
underwater obstacle course, which can spell disaster if a fish is strong 
enough to head for the cover of the rocks. Thus our medium-heavy 

casting rods and tough line. As far as I know, Ande still makes the 
toughest and most abrasion-resistant monofilament. As for braid, I still 
haven’t tried it out there. And hardly anywhere else, for that matter. 

Green Water. We quickly learned to watch for green water 
out there, often during an incoming tide. Clear water isn’t 
difficult to find from Port O’Connor on south but on the 
upper coast, many a hopeful angler has been greeted with 
“chocolate milk.” Spoon success requires somewhat clear 
water and if that isn’t available, then slow-fishing plastics 
works better. Better yet is live bait. 

If you’re more into using live bait, a cart or wagon will carry 
your bucket, live shrimp and aerator. If the jetty is smoothly 
built for pedestrian traffic, the hardcore angler might lug 
a 6-foot radius castnet in a bucket, and lob it over passing 
mullet. At those Galveston seawall groin structures, the rocks 
only extend a short distance underwater and a 10-foot throw 
(in murkier water) will yield fine shrimp during summer, also 
menhaden; both are prime baits. Boats with livewells have it 
much easier, of course. Plunk down cash at the marina for live 
shrimp, anchor at the jetties, and use corks. Or “free-shrimp” 
with just a small split-shot weight to take that shrimp down a 
few feet. Where it can explore the rocky, fish-filled depths and 
very likely, will have a short lease on life. 
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T Joe Richard has fished the Gulf since 1967, starting out of Port Ar-
thur, but his adventures have taken him up and down the entire coast. 

He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD

Using electric motor to fly-cast the big Matagorda jetties.

Rock groin supporting Galveston’s 61st street pier shows how much underwater 
habitat these jetty structure hide beneath the waves. Photo by Chuck Richard.
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GREAT CONSERVATION TOOL FOR 
CATCH AND RELEASE FISHING!

Also available at Fishing Tackle UnlimiTed

Patented

Coastal
CompanyTeak

OPENING 
Thanksgiving Day

@ 1:00pm

• Vintage Nautical Ship Lighting
• Live edge slab top dining tables, coffee,  
& side tables

• Maritime Antique Engine order telegraphs & 
Binnacle Compasses

• Reclaimed Teak Boat wood furniture 
• Teak root consoles
• Hand carved teak fish and turtles
• Teak wall art, original glass floats, & ship flags

14254 SPID, Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Like us on Facebook!Like us on Facebook!
@coastalteakcompany@coastalteakcompany
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CAMO – FISHING – WADE & COLD GEAR

ALL 5 CORKY BRANDSALL 5 CORKY BRANDS
THOUSANDS TO CHOOSE FROM

& ALL LEADING BRANDS IN INSHORE/OFFSHORE TACKLE

HOLIDAY GIFTSHOLIDAY GIFTS
YOUR ONE STOP SHOP

JEWELRY – GIFT CARDS – HUNTING ACC – HAND BAGS

ALL BOAT ELECTRONICSALL BOAT ELECTRONICS
GPS – STEREO – TROLL MOTOR – 

BATTERY – LED - & MORE
INSTALLATIONS AVAILABLE

COMING SOONCOMING SOON
WWW.JECOSOUTDOORS.COMWWW.JECOSOUTDOORS.COM

GUNS & AMMOGUNS & AMMO

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(361) 983-2000(361) 983-2000
PORT O’CONNOR, TXPORT O’CONNOR, TX
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MAPPING 101 – 
AND OTHER OBSERVATIONS

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

Even after our first decent cold front we are still 
experiencing extremely high tides. During the first few 
days of a new high tide our flats and mangrove islands 
get pretty sporty. We talked about this in the last article, 
I believe; if not last month then not too many months 
back. This new water is highly charged with baitfish and 
the predators literally go nuts, which means catching 
can get pretty easy. However, after a week or so of 
exceptional water levels we see bait concentrations 
beginning to scatter and the lines or strings of mullet 
that were so easy to key on are seen less frequently. Now, 
the scales (no pun intended) are tipped back in favor of 
the fish and not the anglers. 

Baitfish and gamefish will both begin easing away from 
flooded shorelines and staging in the deeper portions of 
the flats. I refer to these as swags or bellies. Unless one 
has had extensive wading experience it might be hard to 
define such areas. In my early guiding years I would not 
only pay close attention to depth changes as I waded but 
I would watch my anglers and compare the depth they 
were in versus others in the group. 

Swags and bellies typically have slightly softer 
bottom, and from my observations, dead seagrasses 
will often settle there to form a mushy detritus layer as 
it decomposes. Mushy bottom can be terrific for winter 
fishing as it becomes home to a great variety of tiny 
organisms that mullet feed upon. Just for the record; well, 
mine at least, mullet go to soft bottoms in winter and trout 
follow. In my opinion it’s not so much about warmth as 
we often hear, even though these slightly deeper soft-

bottomed areas may well be slightly warmer. 
So when the bait lines or strings break up or get too 

deep for us to observe we have to start mapping our 
wades. I talk to my clients every day about the importance 
of discovering the line that the fish are staged along. This 
line can change from day to day and also by the hour. I 
believe it depends on the movement and location of the 
unseen bait. We will get small glimpses of bait activity 
from time to time or see some other signs that can lead us 
to the proper area. Birds can be a big help in this endeavor, 
even birds that are not diving into the water.  

I ease into an area and cup my hands around the edges 
of my glasses and carefully scan the water ahead to 
discover any signs of fish activity. I try to focus on areas 
where I can see activity and then concentrate specifically 
on that smaller location. Local knowledge seldom places 
me in areas where the most productive bottom structures 
are not present for the season. This year, with so much 
rain, we have grass out the kazoo, so I have been forced to 
use my mapping techniques even more diligently. 

It is easier when we are searching in areas of scattered 
grassbeds, potholes, or scattered shell  because these 
structures will hold fish looking for ambush points. Large 
expanses of grass flats with bull tides create the need for 
mapping. Once I find an area I like, I get my group out 
of the boat and instruct them to separate by as much 
as fifty yards…but staying in a fairly straight line. I don’t 
want track stars and neither do I want anglers who don’t 
care about their buddies. Stay in line, ease along and 
pay close attention to depth, any kind of surface activity, 

the behavior of our avian friends 
and, of course, the first bite. Even 
those that didn’t get a bite need 
to hold the line. 

Search out areas with color 
changes as these could be changes 
in bottom composition. Hard 
sand looks white, the mushy stuff 
looks black, and dead grass often 
appears reddish. Shell can appear 
black as well. Some color changes 
can be stirred by water currents 
while others can be caused by 
schools of a variety of species 
rooting softer bottom. Once bites 
and fish are detected it’s time to 
slowly close ranks as we continue 
to cast at angles out in front of us. 

Today was a perfect example 

Lowell Odom, owner of Custom 
Corky and Texas Customs, 

mapping out the flat.
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of this. Not much bait activity but we 
had good water color and enough bait 
over scattered grassbeds to give us 
the right feel. We stabbed the Power 
Poles, formed a line, and started the 
mapping process. Weaving slowly in 
and out, searching for positive signs 
as we methodically dissected the 
area in front. At first it was just that 
distinct click, but not a hooked fish 
that stopped me. “Those are trout, 
nice ones,” I said. Even though no fish 
had been caught I knew what they 
were and so did my crew. They shut 
down and went to work. No bites had 
been detected outside of the small 
area we were now working so I felt like 
we were narrowing the search. This is 
Mapping 101. We had discovered the 
exact area holding fish and eliminated 
the water around it that looked exactly 
the same but was void of activity. 

Over a two-hour period we caught 
more than a dozen trout and at least 
as many upper-slot redfish. All the 
fish came from a small depression/
swag/belly, all on individual yet 
scattered grassbeds, slightly off-
colored water and slightly softer 
bottom than we had encountered 
elsewhere in our search. Redfish after 
redfish were caught and released 
as the broken bottom turned more 
toward solid grass. Depth did not 
change, nor did the texture of the 
bottom, so it was easy to deduce that 
the depression/swag/belly had been 
the key. Understand that bait had 
never been especially visible except 
the occasional flip or short jump of a 
mullet. I could however see mullet in 
the water, along with crabs, shrimp, 
and pinfish. These three types of 
food are not visible above the surface 
very often so we have to be looking 
“through” the water to see them. They 
are terrific food sources and main 
ingredients when trying to map out 
and locate that invisible line that is 

holding your gamefish.
The invisible line that you have 

heard me speak of so emphatically for 
so many years is truly a huge thing. 
You cannot advance as an angler until 
you are able to control this aspect of 
your game. Leaving the dock we need 
to wipe the previous day’s canvas 
clean. Allow the day to develop and 
let the conditions begin to appear. 
Add what you observe stroke by 
stroke as a painter does. By adding 
all you see when you see it, you’ll 
develop a really good mental picture 
of what the day is showing you, one 
that you’ll use time and time again. 

Here’s to John Cowan, Herb Booth, 
Al Barnes, and John Dearman for 
capturing the true essence of coastal 
fishing and hunting. I was fortunate 
to have fished and hunted with all of 
these great artists. They painted what 
they saw and it is beautiful. They gave 
us paintings of that mental picture of 
what’s just beneath the surface that 
should be in every fisherman’s head.

Here’s a question for you. Have you 
noticed the abundance of needlefish 
this fall? We are covered up with 
them, but where they are most 
concentrated in larger expanses of 
flats, so are the trout and redfish. 

I am not a huge fan of chartreuse 
on soft plastics due to way it attracts 
tail-nipping species that inhabit 
heavy grass. But, needlefish have a 
greenish hint that almost glows at 
times. For the past two weeks the 
MirrOlure Lil John in Chartreuse Ice 
has been an absolute killer on both 
trout and reds on heavy grass flats. 
I have never really been that guy 
that says color matters, but this color 
does. It’s crazy how effective they 
have been for us. The Lil John is as 
tough a soft plastic as there is and 
can survive the beating it takes while 
waiting for the right fish to pick it up.

Wind and Current Across 
Fish-Holding Structure

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com

Nice trout breaches 
on the hookset.

Gregg Mueller with 
short but fat one.
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If you are an avid reader of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department (TPWD) Field Notes section in 
this magazine, you have likely become aware that one 
of the “hot topics” on the mind of coastal biologists is 
oysters. Going back to March of 2019, six previous Field 
Notes articles have dealt with topics such as oyster 
reef restoration, general oyster biology, harvesting and 
consuming oysters, a unique oyster reef in Sabine Lake, 
and Texas House Bill 51, which was intended to bring 
TPWD and the oyster fishing industry together to create 
new oyster reef habitat using discarded oyster shells 
or other suitable substrate such as rock. Oysters are on 
the minds of TPWD biologists because they are heavily 
fished, they are a key biological component to most 
of Texas’ estuaries, they serve many critical ecological 
functions in the bay, and frankly, they’re delicious!

Oyster biology is unique because, unlike most other 
organisms in the bay, adult oysters are cemented to 
the sea floor. While larval oysters undergo a very brief 
open-water period where they can move around with 
the assistance of currents and tides, very early on in their 
life they find a place to “settle” and begin the process 

of establishing themselves on already-existing reefs, 
or on other hard substrate. That hard substrate can be 
rocks, pilings, sea bottom debris, or anything else that is 
stationary long enough for the oyster to attach.

Another unique property of oysters that distinguishes 
them from all other organisms in the estuary is their 
shape. After they settle, oysters grow in all directions 
throughout their life. This leads to a fairly consistent 
shape among individuals, such that an oyster in Texas is 
similar in general appearance to one in, say, Florida. In 
general, most oysters are elongated on one axis, rounded 
near the edge of the shell, and narrower near the hinge. 
Additionally, the left shell or “valve” of an oyster tends 
to be more deeply cupped than the right “valve”. This 
characteristic shape generally changes predictably 
through life, with younger oysters tending to be more 
circular, and older oysters tending to be more elongated.

Despite the fact that oysters can generally be very 
similar in appearance from one to the next, there are 
actually small variations in shape that are caused by 
a number of factors, and we are just now starting to 
understand what some of those factors might be. 

B y  J o e l  A n d e r s o n  a n d  P o l l y  H a j o v s k y  |  P e r r y  R .  B a s s  M a r i n e 
F i s h e r i e s  R e s e a r c h  S t a t i o n ,  T e x a s  P a r k s  a n d  W i l d l i f e

F I E L D  N O T E S

WHAT CAN WE LEARN 
FROM AN OYSTER’S SHAPE?

Figure 1. Oysters growing on densely packed 
reefs will have shapes that are impacted by the 

“closeness” of their nearest neighbors. Shape 
might also be influenced by strong tides that 

occasionally leave oysters on dry ground.
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One factor is population density. Of course, oysters packed onto 
a dense reef will be heavily influenced by the individuals around 
them, and shell shape will be dependent upon the growth of an 
oyster’s neighbor. This neighbor-to-neighbor influence can also 
impact oysters that are farm-raised in aquaculture operations. Oyster 
aquaculture operations attempt to maximize two shape ratios that 
are based on length, width, and depth. These ratios are referred to in 
the industry as “fan” and “cup”. These properties are used to ensure 
that oyster meat ratio and shell appearance are optimal for restaurant 
marketing. Previous research conducted at the University of Florida 
has shown that these ratios are optimized at relatively low densities in 
oyster aquaculture plots, because fan and cup are influenced by the 
closeness of an individual’s neighbor.

Recently, in our lab at Texas Parks and Wildlife, we have begun work 
that will help us determine whether there is also a genetic basis to 
shell shape. As is the case with most physical characteristics exhibited 
by living things, there are almost certainly underlying genetic factors 
which have at least an indirect impact on differences in shape among 
individual oysters. One way to assess this possibility is to look for 
shape characteristics that are different among separate populations of 
oysters. In the context of the TPWD study, we collected oysters from all 
over the Gulf of Mexico and measured height, width, length, volume, 
shell weight and meat weight. We found clear differences in the 
shape of oysters from three general areas in the Gulf. Oysters from the 
Florida Gulf coast tended to be smaller and have different fan and cup 
ratios than those from the northern Gulf of Mexico. Similarly, oysters 
found south of Aransas bay tended to have lower fan and cup ratios 
than those found north of Aransas in estuaries throughout Texas and 
Louisiana. Furthermore, both Florida and southern Texas had higher 

meat to shell weight ratios than those from the northern Gulf.
So what do the differences in shape between oyster populations 

tell us? First, they tell us that different populations of oysters are 
likely growing differently due either to genetics, or to dissimilar 
environmental factors in the various estuaries across the Gulf. 
Second, since we know that oysters from different populations grow 
differently, we might infer that other biological functions, such as 
reproduction and metabolism, might also differ among populations 
of oysters. This last point is an important one and has implications 
for aquaculture. It is a policy position of TPWD that oysters used in 
aquaculture operations should be compatible with wild oysters in 
the area of culture, because individuals might be specially adapted 
for their home estuary, and less well adapted in other areas. 
Differences in growth and shell shape between oyster populations 
underscore this idea and imply that unique shapes might be 
specifically tied to unique habitats.

It is an interesting exercise to consider everything that goes into 
shaping an oyster as it grows. Future research into the mechanisms 
behind variation in shape will allow us a better understanding of how 
and why individual variation is important, and what the implications 
are for general oyster biology and management. A more thorough 
understanding of these processes will leave us in better “shape” to 
manage our oyster population effectively.

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your 
local TPWD Law Enforcement office, or 

tpwd.texas.gov for more info.

Figure 2. A close-up of a small group of 
oysters. Notice the differences in individual 
shell shape and the way that neighboring 

oysters might influence growth.
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Continuing from my last article, my brother and I were 
on a fishing road trip into southern Florida. We made a 
two-day stop at Jupiter for some snook fishing and then 
continued farther south to our final destination, Key 
Largo. It was an incredibly long drive but we finally made 

it and were both eager to hit the water.
Before I go any further, I’m going to go ahead and 

say this—I have never felt as lost or out of my element 
as I was when coming down to the Keys. No matter 
the destination I have fished, I usually can find enough 
information to get started through conversation with 
friends and/or other contacts who have fished the 
area, watching videos, or reading articles. While these 
have worked quite well on other adventures I was 
unfortunately totally on my own this time. So, I resorted 
to doing what I know and that is spending hours on 
Google Maps. After finding areas that appealed to me, 
it then brought up another worry – navigation. The last 
thing I wanted to do was drive all the way down there 
and tear up something on my boat or sensitive habitat 
in protected areas. Fortunately while in Jupiter, I had an 
older gentleman give me a great piece of advice that 
really stuck. “Green and blue, go on through. If it’s brown, 
run aground.” This turned out to be extremely helpful 
since this was my first time to fish crystal clear water.  

Another great challenge was learning to fish pristine 
water. I believe it fair to say that the water of the Keys is 
the complete opposite of Sabine Lake, even on Sabine’s 
best day. Knowing that we had to fish differently we both 
tied long pieces of fluorocarbon leader to our braid and 
changed up our lure presentation. We both stuck with 
our confidence baits in the beginning; mine being a 
Zoom Fluke while Blaze went with his old standby Rat-L-

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

FISHING THE FLORIDA KEYS
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Trap. Now it was time to venture out and see what we could find. 
We started out by heading east to a protected shoreline and the 

closer we got the better it looked. The entire bottom was covered in 
turtle grass all the way up to the mangroves and you could not have 
dreamed of anything prettier. Running the trolling motor along the 
shoreline we played with some smaller mangrove snapper but were 
unable to discover any other species. We moved along, exploring, and 
checking several more areas, and then finally headed back to port as 
we had gotten a rather late start that day. 

We made plans that evening, and with a few adjustments, declared 
ourselves ready for a big day ahead. Eager to get on the water we took 
time only for coffee. The night before we had decided to head another 
direction toward a small group of islands. During our approach we 
noticed there was plenty of vegetation, lots of crystal-clear water, and 
lots of life. We spotted sharks from a hundred yards out and a few 
stingrays meandering around the flats. Easing across the flat we hoped 
there would be fish trailing the rays and our guess was accurate. We 
doubled up on a pair of jacks and fortunately these were the fun size. 
We continued on and came to a pocket that had a large sand patch 
in it. As soon as we began our approach we noticed a pair of bonefish 
patrolling the edge of the grass. The wind caught my cast and blew it 
completely off course but my brother’s shot landed perfectly. Much 
to my surprise, both of those bones wanted that Rat-L-Trap! They 
both swirled on it and after a missed hookset, they spooked and we 
never saw them again. The coolest part was that I have never heard of 
anyone using a Rat-L-Trap for bonefish. 

Now that we were seeing fish and had tangled with the pair of jacks 
we were able to put some patterns together. We would end up doing 
mostly the same thing for the remainder of our trip while adding 
something new we learned each day. One of the most consistent 
things we learned was that windswept points of islands attracted fish 
and we were able to find plenty of jacks, snook, and shark hanging 
around these areas. Nothing truly new here because one of my 
favorite things at home is fishing windblown shorelines.

Finding and targeting snook proved to be a lot of fun and very 
challenging. Most of the them seemed to favor shallow grass flats 
near boat cuts and other edges along deeper water. All the potholes 
and other grassy edges seemed to hold them as well. We managed 

to sight-cast a few but you had to be quick because these fish are 
extremely spooky.

We happened upon a lagoon that I would consider the epitome of 
flats fishing. It had perfect water depth, scattered mangroves, patchy 
grass, and plenty of sand to spot moving fish. I was hoping to see a 
few bonefish in there but to my surprise we spotted redfish instead. 
Even though I traveled a great distance to target new species I just 
couldn’t pass up catching one. 

We caught plenty of jacks, barracuda, and small lemon sharks. 
We found a lone tarpon, probably in the hundred-pound class, but 
we weren’t prepared for one that size. We also got to see several 
manatees and plenty of other wildlife.  

Summing it all up I would say that the Florida Keys has to be one 
of the biggest fishing lessons I have ever received and I learned 
enough that my confidence is definitely much greater than when 
I started. For the most part, though, the most valuable part of the 
experience was that no matter where you go, it’s still fishing! Many 
of the same patterns are going to hold true; points, pockets, grass 
patches and channel edges are fish magnets. Besides all that, my 
brother and I were able to experience one of the most beautiful 
fisheries that our country, and perhaps the whole world, has to offer. 
I would highly recommend anybody, anglers or just sightseers, you 
really need to check out the Florida Keys.
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T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Be Prepared – Boater’s Tool Kit
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T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

A YEAR OF THANKS & SUCCESS
As CCA Texas began 2021, it did so with much 
trepidation. Without a doubt 2020 proved to be a 
challenge that none of us had ever faced before, but 
a strong effort by CCA Texas volunteers, staff, and 
leadership, persevered and we ended the year in great 
shape. Local chapter leaders and committees were 
anxious and ready to go, some chapters pushed their 
events to earlier in the year, while larger events such 
as Austin, San Antonio and Corpus Christi pushed their 
events to mid-year. The recipe cooked up a lot of success, 
and records were set across the state. The volunteer 
efforts were phenomenal and the support in the local 
communities was as strong as it has ever been. CCA 
Texas staff and leadership tips its hat to the local chapter 
committees, banquet and event attendees, sponsors, and 
contributors, and most of all to those who continue to 
show their support and belief in this great organization. 
CCA Texas volunteers and members are second to none!

Habitat – Habitat efforts continue to move along. 
CCA Texas’s Habitat Today for Fish Tomorrow (HTFT) 
continues to work with local and state partners to 
restore and create habitat all along the Texas Gulf Coast. 
Like everyday life, 2020 and the ongoing effects of the 
COVID pandemic continue to cause projects to suffer 
from delays for delivery of materials, permitting process 
delays, and simply catching up from 2020. CCA Texas, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD), Friends of Sabine Reefs, 
and community supporters look forward to additional 
deployments of artificial reef pyramids and low-relief 
blocks in the Sabine HI20 and Galveston Big Man/Kate’s 

reef site to closeout 2021. Contractors are working 
quickly to manufacture, stockpile, and deploy these 
materials as soon as construction of the pyramids is 
complete and weather windows allow for deployments.  

Oyster reefs continue to be a strong point of focus for 
CCA Texas in both terms of habitat work and advocacy. 
CCA Texas and other groups are laser-focused and making 
a difference in the oyster industry that will put the health 
of the local ecosystems first, above all else. The Aransas 
Bay Chapter, FlatsWorthy Inc, and CCA staff are working 
hard to keep the attention on the oyster fishery and what 
lies ahead for the Coastal Bend.  CCA staff is working to 
educate local volunteers on the processes needed for 
change, and being involved by lending a voice of support 
to make the necessary changes. Building Conservation 
Trust (BCT), CCA’s National Habitat program, has worked 
with Texas Parks and Wildlife, Galveston Bay Foundation 
and others to expand existing oyster restoration efforts in 
Galveston Bay. CCA Texas and BCT are willing and ready 
to provide the necessary funds to help expand restoration 
efforts up and down the coast.

Advocacy  - Oysters continue to stay at the fore of CCA 
Texas Advocacy efforts. The 2020/2021 season once again 
showed that changes to the management of public reefs 
must be continuously improved in the future to keep 
the resource sustainable. The public reefs of Galveston 
were closed early in the season and the highly-mobile 
commercial fleet descended upon the Coastal Bend. 
More than 100 boats worked the Aransas and Copano 
Bay systems daily. These smaller bay systems simply will 

CCA Texas volunteers and members 
showed up in great numbers at fundraiser 

events making 2021 a record year.
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not be able to continue to be sustainable 
with this type of continued pressure. 
CCA Texas, local recreational anglers, 
and resource managers are concerned 
about the continued assault on these reef 
systems and what the future may hold. 
TPWD Coastal Fisheries managers are 
looking closely at the current processes 
and matrices that manage these systems, 
and what can be done to ensure their 
health for the future.  

TPWD recently posted requests 
seeking public input on a proposed 
amendment to temporarily prohibit 
oyster harvesting for two years from 
199 acres of restored oyster reefs. The 
temporary closures will allow for the 
planting of oyster cultch to repopulate in 
those areas and provide enough time for 
those oysters to reach legal size before 
harvest. Oyster cultch is the material 
to which oyster spat (juvenile oysters) 
attach, creating an oyster reef.

Due to the decline of oyster reefs from overharvesting and other 
environmental reasons, the 85th Texas Legislature passed House Bill 
51 in 2017. This bill included language that required certified oyster 
dealers return TPWD-approved cultch materials in an amount equal to 
30% of the total volume of oysters purchased in the previous license 

year. A portion of ongoing restoration efforts are a direct result of that 
legislation. CCA Texas supports all efforts to protect these restored reefs.

This recent request for input from the community, is one of several 
ways that recreational fishermen can get involved. Another way 
is participating in and offering public comment at TPWD public 

meetings. TPWD Commissioners recently held their annual 
August meeting in Austin. The TPWD Commissioner’s meetings 
typically offer an opportunity of people to make statements to 
the Commission about their concerns and/or support of anything 
that has to do with TPWD. This is a great opportunity to make 
yourself heard to the body that directs the actions of TPWD. 
Shane Bonnot, CCA Texas Advocacy Director, and members of the 
Aransas Bay chapter attended the August meeting, and expressed 
their individual concerns regarding the management of the oyster 
fishery in Aransas and Copano Bays.  

At the time of this writing, TPWD Commissioners will 
be meeting very soon for their final session of 2021. This 
opportunity is available to each of us to speak directly to the 
commissioners with our concerns. As recreational anglers, we are 
all afforded the opportunity to voice our concerns to the TPWD 
Commission. Now more than ever is your time to speak up when 
given the opportunity. Whether it’s for changes in the oyster 
industry, changes in the management of speckled trout or any 
other species, or time to simply voice a reasoned concern to help 
ensure a healthy ecosystem for the future…please attend the 
meeting and speak up!

2021 has been a very successful year for CCA Texas. This success 
would not have been possible without the efforts of state-wide 
volunteers, members, sponsors, and supporters. CCA Texas staff 
and leadership tips our hats to you once again. Thank you all, and 
have a wonderful Christmas and New Year. We will see you in 2022!  

To learn more about CCA Texas and what is going on, please 
visit www.ccatexas.org. Be involved, make a difference, take what 
you need and release the rest.

DON’T FORGET – New TPWD Regulations 
– All flounder must be released 

November 1 through December 14, 2021!

The 2021/2022 commercial oyster season opened 
November 1, 2021. CCA Texas continues to work to make 
changes that will conserve this valuable marine resource.
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Our active pilot, who was also the first lieutenant of the 
Marion, pointed out to me a small island which he said was 
at this season the resort of thousands of birds, which he 
described by calling them ‘Black and White Sea Swallows.’

“Before we cast anchor,” he said, “you will see them rise in 
swarms like those of bees when disturbed in their hive, and 
their cries will deafen you.” 

You may easily imagine how anxious I was to realize the 
picture; I expressed a wish to be landed on the island; but 
the kind officer replied, “My good sir, you will soon be tired 
of their incessant noise and numbers, and will enjoy the 
procuring of Boobies much better.”
~ John J Audubon’s Birds of America

The sooty tern, Onychoprion fuscatus, is distinctive among 
terns with its jet-black back, black cap, and crisp white 
forehead. A black stripe runs through the eye to the 
base of the bill. The legs and bill are also black, while 
the underside is white. The wings are long and narrow, 
emphasizing their structural resemblance to other pelagic 
birds such as albatrosses; the tail is deeply forked and 
black with white edges. The sooty is a large tern, averaging 
16 inches in length with a 35-inch wingspan. It’s unlikely 
to be confused with any tern apart from the similarly dark-
backed but smaller bridled tern (Onychoprion anaethetus). 
Bridled are much more extensively white and have a dark 
grey back rather than the jet black of the sooty, along 
with lighter undersides of the flight feathers. Juvenile 
sooties are black or dark gray with white spots and dashes 
on the back and wings, giving them a somewhat scaly 
look. While both the common name, “sooty,” and the 

species name, fuscatus” refer to the tern’s coloration, other 
common names associated with it are derived from its 
voice, a distinctive, piercing wackee-wak or ker-wack-a-
wack. The incessant calls produced by a breeding colony 
have earned it the names wideawake tern and ’ewa ‘ewa, 
which in Hawaiian roughly means ‘cacophony.’ Sooty tern 
colonies make so much noise that it is against U.S. OSHA 
standards for workers to undergo exposure to the noise for 
more than half an hour.

In most of Polynesia, this species and the spectacled 
tern (Onychoprion lunatus) are collectively known as 
manutara, literally “tern-bird.” On long voyages, Polynesian 
seafarers would inevitably find these birds, and usually in 
astounding numbers. On Easter Island, manutara played 
an important role in the tangata manu ritual (“birdman” 
ritual): whichever hopu (champion) could retrieve the 
first manutara egg from Motu Nui islet would become 
that year’s tangata manu. The winner’s clan would receive 
prime access to resources, especially seabird eggs. Sooty 
eggs are considered a delicacy in the Marquesas Islands, 
where the tern is known as kaveka.

This tropical seabird is migratory and dispersive, with 
a more pelagic lifestyle than most terns. Of the 7 species 
of terns for which breeding evidence was found by the 
Texas Breeding Bird Atlas (TBBA) project, only sooties are 
truly pelagic, spending more than half of their lives at sea. 
They inhabit tropical and subtropical oceans worldwide, 
coming to land only to breed. They are often found near 
deepwater tuna schools when visiting the Texas coast 
and breed along the Lower Laguna Madre near Arroyo 
City from April to June. Occasionally, they are also seen 

S T E P H A N I E  B O Y D

F I S H Y  F A C T S

SOOTY TERN

Sooty tern on Tern Island, 
French Frigate Shoals. Photo 
by Duncan Wright, USFWS.
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along the coast at South Padre Island and Boca from 
April through September. There are many records 
along the coast and at scattered inland locations 
following tropical storms.

While other terns plunge dive to catch small fish, 
sooties can’t fully submerge (unless they’re near 
land) because their plumage isn’t water-repellent, 
and flying with soggy feathers takes more energy 
than they can afford out at sea. Instead, they use 
aerial-dipping, skimming over the water, or contact-
dipping. They almost always feed in association with 
underwater predators, such as tuna and dolphins, 
which drive prey to the surface. They catch flying fish 
in the air and also feed at night, skimming fish that 
come to the surface when it is dark.

Breeding is one of the only times these birds come 
to land for an extended period of time. Due to the lack 
of oil in their feathers, sooties can’t float, and spend 
years out at sea entirely on the wing. Worldwide, 
sooty terns breed on small, islands throughout tropical waters, including 
those near Mexico, Central and Northern South America, the West 
Indies, the Hawaiian Islands, and the Dry Tortugas at the end of the 
Florida Keys. Sooties are reported regularly in Texas from late March to 
early October. Breeding occurs between late April and early July. 

Highly ritualized and vocal aerial displays are conducted over nesting 
areas prior to settling down to lay eggs. During the courtship displays, 
mates will circle around each other, calling softly, their wings slightly 
dropped and their bill pointing downwards. On the ground, pairs 
will strut and bow to each other. Nesting locations change slightly 
from season to season, though some sites have been occupied for 
several centuries. They prefer to nest above flood tides, in flat, sparsely 
vegetated, and fairly open areas, such as open sand, rock, shell, or coral 
with vegetation. Where aerial predators are present, nests are often 
placed under shrubs or other vegetation. A shallow scrape may be dug 
or eggs may be laid on bare ground. These terns nest close to each 
other, about 8 inches apart, even when there is more space available. 
They also fiercely defend their colony by attacking intruders from the air. 
Heat stress may cause terns to abandon eggs temporarily. Sooties are 
easily disturbed by human activity, and repeated disturbance may result 
in permanent nest abandonment.

The female lays 1 to 3 speckled eggs, and the parents share the 
one-month incubation duty. When the temperature gets too hot, the 
parents will take turns shading the eggs with their bodies. Chicks are 
semi-precocial and able to walk very soon after hatching. Parents locate 
their chicks through vocalizations, and will feed only their own – a 
wholesome diet of regurgitated fish. Chicks fledge at about 2 weeks. 
Once fledged, the chicks make daily forays, returning by evening to be 
fed by the parents. After about 3 weeks, parents and their chicks leave 
the nesting island and spend 2 to 3 months together at sea before 
separating. From the end of fledging until their first breeding, at about 
6 years old, most sooty terns won’t visit land. These long-lived birds (up 
to 34 years in the wild) have been extirpated by humans from a number 
of breeding islands through habitat degradation, egg-collecting, and 
the introduction of predators. However, as an exceptionally common 
bird – estimated worldwide population of 60-80 million – the sooty tern 
is evaluated as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List.

Where I learned about sooty terns, and you can too!

Texas Breeding Bird Atlas
txtbba.tamu.edu/species-accounts/sooty-tern/

Texas Pelagics
texaspelagics.com/seabird-occurrence/seabirds-ltc/

Audubon
www.audubon.org/birds-of-america/sooty-tern
www.audubon.org/news/sooty-tern-vomit-tells-worrisome-story

US Fish & Wildlife Service
www.fws.gov/refuge/hawaiian_islands/wildlife_and_habitat/sooty_tern.html

Bird Life International
datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/22694740

eBird
ebird.org/species/sooter1

iNaturalist
www.inaturalist.org/taxa/144525-Onychoprion-fuscatus

Dry Tortugas Info
www.drytortugasinfo.com/the-sooty-tern/

Animalia
animalia.bio/sooty-tern

Oceanwide Expeditions
oceanwide-expeditions.com/to-do/wildlife/sooty-tern-1

IUCN Red List
www.iucnredlist.org/species/22694740/110635097

Sooty tern at Johnston Atoll, June 19, 2001 – 
Bruce Carlson Video

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Sooty tern flying in colony on 
Tern Island, French Frigate Shoals. 
Photo by Duncan Wright, USFWS.
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

A MODERN DAVID & GOLIATH TALE
Once in a great while, a story emerges into the world 
triumphantly, to become part of a culture’s collective 
memory. I’ve been fortunate to experience many 
magical encounters with illustrious monsters, and 
would like to believe some of my own stories will carve 
out a niche in the annals of history. But the following 
adventure is not about me.

The tale to follow is about overcoming seemingly 
insurmountable odds. In this narrative, no experienced, 
battle proven warrior achieves glory. Sometimes, the 
exploits of an extraordinary child spawn a legend. Such 
is the case in this heartwarming account a modern day 
showdown between David and Goliath.

Conditions on the Texas coast proved delightful this 
fall, with an Indian summer lasting into November. 
Warm water temperatures exerted a predictable effect 
on the fishery, as we never had a push of truly cold air. 
When water temperatures remain warm, the pending 
migrations don’t materialize. 

In a normal year, the end of our dusky anchovy run 
happens early in October. But this year, in November, 
massive anchovy bait-balls lingered just offshore. 
Additionally, we saw no run of mid-size mullet down 
the beach, so we didn’t see jack crevalle crashing into 
the shallows, like we normally would. The mullet also 

normally attract hordes of hungry bull reds into the 
shallows this time of the year, but not in 2021.

 Despite all these lagging phenomena, the warm 
weather did have one positive effect on the aquatic 
situation. Due to the Caribbean-like clarity of our tepid 
water, we still had decent numbers of sharks around. 
Some of them can claim the right to be called monsters!

I’ve been exceptionally busy on charters the past 
couple of months, experiencing many highs and lows, 
due to the delayed seasonal migrations. One particular 
charter stirred great anticipation, the second annual 
trip with the Fratilas, for their son Finn’s 5th birthday. A 
sharking adventure would highlight the birthday bash for 
our large group. My daughter Aurora joined us, adding 
to the family feel, and we all set out with high hopes. I 
wondered if I could deliver the goods.

Aurora and I met up with the crew mid-morning on the 
southern end of Padre Island National Seashore, where 
I had run several charters—the area was the only place 
for many miles with extensive bird and bait activity. The 
epicenter of all this action became our temporary home. 
With calm conditions in play, I immediately deployed an 
array of shark baits. 

Several rods were sent out with stingray, specifically 
cownose stingray. Cownose is traditionally an excellent 

The battle has 
begun; Oz and Finn 
up on the platform.
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bait during summer, due to its 
bloody interior and high oil content. 
These fish taste like candy to most 
sharks. Soon after arrival, I had three 
large shark rods set out and ready 
for the call of duty.

Roughly 30 minutes after the 
baits began to soak, one of the 
lines got tight. Line began to 
escape the reel, when the shark 
swam deliberately and slowly 
offshore. We set Finn up on the top 
of the truck to start the battle. I 
knew right away this creature was 
nothing small. We were just about 
to jump on the train to ride a high 
when the hook pulled and brought 
the fun crashing to a stop. 

Hoping the shark would come 
back, I left the bait out for another 
half hour, to no avail. The mystery monster did not return for its lost 
meal, so we ended up bringing the line in to see what remained of the 
bait. Large teeth marks provided the evidence I expected.

Once again, I deployed the cownose about 400 yards offshore. 
This is a typical minimum distance for me in warm, clear water. 
In summer, most big sharks typically stay this far off the beach, 
especially during the day. By mid-afternoon, we were ready for 
action again, this time knowing at least one monster lurked in our 
midst. When the baits had been sitting for about another hour, 
drama began to unfold again.

We rushed to get Finn back up on the platform. Since he’s just 
five, he’s much shorter than the average fisherman, so we had him 
stand on a five-gallon Yeti bucket. This would be the Finn’s helm for 
the duration of the fight, just as it was when he defeated his first 
monster shark the previous year. This fish made a run similar to the 
previous one, showing raw, untamed power, sourced from great 
size. Finn relentlessly cranked the 80W reel, sometimes gaining line, 

sometimes losing. 
When gaining line became tough, I would engage the low gear to 

help Finn. A reduced gear ratio makes turning the crank easier, but 
each revolution retrieves less line. If the fish is pulling steadily away, 
using the low gear provides a huge advantage, but if it begins to swim 
toward the reel with speed, kicking in the high hear is often required 
to allow one to keep the line tight.

About an hour into the battle, we could see young Finn’s energy 
starting to fade. Dripping sweat, fatigue began to get the better of 
him. But he refused to quit, so we kept encouraging him. Over the 
course of the fight, I stepped aside several times to allow his mom and 
dad to take turns assisting and coaching the kid.

As the marathon battle neared the home stretch, he would need 
to duke it out a little longer. The beach crowd cheered him on. About 
the time Finn’s eyes began to close, and his hopes were fading, we 
did our best to snap him back to the task at hand. “Don’t give up, 
buddy!” we screamed.

When the shark crossed over the second 
sandbar into the clear, shallow water, 
everyone could see it, including Finn.The 
tall dorsal and tail fins slicing through the 
breakers into the first gut gave Finn a last 
burst of adrenaline which fueled him to finish 
the job. After 90 minutes, I jumped off the 
truck to grab the leader and beach the loser 
of the epic tug-of-war. 

Five year old Finn had conquered his 
opponent in remarkable fashion, and the 
assembled crowd rightly cheered him. Lying 
before us on the beach was a massive 8’7” 
long female bull shark with more massive 
girth than I’ve ever seen on a member of the 
species of such length. No doubt, the Goliath 
in our epic duel weighed somewhere close 
to 400 pounds. 

Continued on page 71...

Fatigue began to take a 
toll after almost ninety 

grueling minutes.

Aurora and friends 
admiring Finn’s shark.

Finn the Triumphant!
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NEW

Huk Icon X Superior Hybrid 
Jacket (H4000087) 

Millennium Marine 
Camo Boat Seats

The Icon X Superior Hybrid Jacket is 100% windproof and water-
resistant. It features Primaloft Insulation for warmth, an articulated 
hood, adjustable cuffs, and fog-free breathable perforation.  The two 
chest pockets zip for security, and there are also two handwarmer 
pockets.  Pit zips provide the ability to further regulate your temperature 
as needed.  Additionally, it has Icon X reflective tape for added safety.
MSRP: $200 (3XL +$10)

www.HukGear.com

Waterfowl hunters looking for maximum comfort, durability, and 
concealment in their boat seats need look no further than the New 

for 2021 Millennium Marine B-100 Camo Boat Seats in Mossy Oak® 
Bottomland® and Mossy Oak® Shadow Grass® Habitat™ camouflage.

Millennium Marine’s B-100 Camo Boat Seats feature the 
company’s legendary ComfortMAX breathable seat fabric, 

which has been designed for years of use and abuse 
and is modeled after Millennium’s state-of-the-art 
deer hunting stand seats. It features ComfortMAX 

contouring for unmatched coziness, with optional 
armrest straps and cables for additional comfort. You 

can say goodbye to wet seats with this innovative seat design.

 MillenniumMarine.com

Eichhorn, Gonzales & Miller Fine Jewelers
Eichorn, Gonzales & Miller have come up with an idea that will make you a hero again and again. We’ve 

designed sterling silver Huggy Hoop earrings that have convertible dangles. The dangles are available 

in Speckled Trout, Redfish, Flounder, Sand Dollar and Starfish and can be crafted from sterling silver and 

14 karat gold. Prices start at $182.00. We have also created matching sterling silver and 14 karat gold 

“Big Three” matching wedding bands so you can share your passion. Prices start at $195.00 per band.

6605-A N. Navarro – Victoria, TX. 77904 - (361) 573-0647

 www.EGMjewelers.com
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P R O D U C T S

Calcutta Squall Tactical 
Tackle Backpack

Coastal Teak Company

The new Calcutta Squall Tactical Tackle Backpack offers 
extreme functionality and is loaded with practical 
features. The oversized pack comes with three 3600 
double-latch trays and will hold up to six 3600-size 
tackle trays. There’s lots of room for storing all your 
gear, including two leader wheel pockets with built-in 
dispensers, a molded plier lanyard and an EVA molded 
front. The pack features thick-padded backpack straps 
to make carrying your gear comfortable. The Calcutta 
pack is made with Mossy Oak® Shoreline pattern, 
reinforced stitching, quality zippers, and components. 

Learn more at CalcuttaOutdoors.com

Your purveyor of fine teak furniture, authentic maritime lighting and decorative items inspired by 
the coast. Our versatile indoor/outdoor furniture include teak root consoles, live edge slab tables, 
coffee tables, benches, boat wood chairs, cabinets, and end tables. We carry vintage nautical lighting 
and many more maritime antique treasures, like binnacles, engine order telegraphs and portholes 
salvaged from retired seafaring ships, perfect additions to complete nautical themes.

Our list of coastal Inspired decorative pieces include ship flags, wooden bowls, and boats.  We also 
celebrate pelagic fish and other marine life with unique hand carved teak pieces, laser-cut metal art, 
and canvas paintings by local artists. CoastalTeakCompany.com

Fishing Tackle Unlimited 
– Coastal Marsh Lures
The all new color from Coastal Marsh for 2021 – Magic Hour – is a violet-tinted bait with a 

black back and black eyes on a clear body, with the popular pink insert. This lure has also been 

finished off with a dusting of iridescent purple to give it an extra flash in bright sun conditions. 

While this color excels in those perfect early-morning and late-afternoon low-light hours, 

Magic Hour’s pink flash will keep proving itself throughout the middle of the day as well. 

Magic Hour from Coastal is available at all three Fishing Tackle Unlimited locations and online. 

FishingTackleUnlimited.com
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Our fall season has been a good 
one. A bay loaded with shrimp has 
proved prosperous for good catches. 
We continue to protect our speckled 
trout, but that doesn’t mean we 
haven’t been catching them. Many 
days we have played catch and release 
and boxed large sand trout for those 
wanting a few fillets.

We applaud TPWD for the news 
of tighter regulations for trout in 
2022. Those  new rules haven’t been 
finalized yet, but preliminary reports 
indicate a reduction on the daily bag 
limit and sizes.

The shell in Matagorda is full of fish 
and our trout really began to eat lures 
a lot better in October and November. 
Typically, that pattern only 
continues to improve in 
December. MirrOlure’s Soft-

Dines, Bass Assassins, Down South Lures, Lil Johns, and an 
array of topwaters are our go-to baits. 

I can remember when birds continued to work in a few 
Decembers along the east end of East Matagorda Bay and 
I believe that will be the case this year as well. However, 
by mid to late month most of the white shrimp crop have 
left the bays and speckled trout adapt their diet to finfish. 
That’s when slow-sinking mullet imitating plugs like 
Corkys go to work.

Raymond Shoals, Boiler Bayou, Pipeline Reef and 
Cleveland Reef hold good fish during the winter; and, 
when tides are extremely low, shoreline redfish move off 

the flats to these reefs in the middle of the bay.
Locales receiving the most tidal flow often hold the majority of 

schools – that means reefs and mud flats adjacent to the Intracoastal 
Waterway in East Bay. Brown Cedar Flats, Chinquapin Reefs, Bird 
Island, Half-Moon Reef, and the Log are all proven winter spots 
holding healthy specks.

Drifting is also an option, especially with the height of the low-tide 
winter Solstice occurring in December. East Bay is often 2-3 feet below 
normal in December, depending how hard the north wind blows.

When the wind really blows, never discount the Colorado River. Low 
tides in West Bay drain the delta at the mouth of the Diversion Channel 
and funnel all fish to the deep channel. Nighttime is even better under 
lighted piers as fish seek the warmth of the river’s depths.

We will still be running cast and blast trips for ducks and geese 
in the morning and drifting for trout and redfish in the afternoons. 
Duck numbers look solid and we really cherish our private marshes 
loaded with pintails, gadwalls and teal. The Christmas holidays are a 
great time for a duck hunt. 

Around this time of year I 
normally write a Christmas gifts 
column in various publications 
to help spouses buy for their 
angler. So here are a few ideas:

A new reel is always good; 
the new models from 13 
Fishing are great.

A light, sensitive piece of 
graphite to compliment the 
reel is even better; I use a 
Waterloo Ultra Mag, but the 
HP Lite and Salinity models are 
great choices as well.

A pile of soft plastics stuffed 
in a stocking with fluorocarbon 
leader material and dozens of 
new jig heads is a thought, not 
to mention a load of Skitter 
Walks, Super Spooks, Top Dogs, 
Corkys and MirrOlures. Duck 
decoys are always appreciated 
in my house.

A pair of breathable waders or perhaps a gift certificate for a guided 
fishing trip would look good under the tree. 

Merry Christmas! 
Thank the Lord for your blessings and for living in Texas.

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Matagorda Mixed-Bag 
Opportunity in December
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roysbaitandtackle.comBLACKMOON  BACKPACKS

DOMINATE THE INSHORE REALM

eagleclaw.com

Finding the sweet spot between durability and performance, 
Eagle Claw Inshore Rods excel at targeting the full array 
of inshore species. These rods are purpose built to 
offer sensitivity and strength through a 
lightweight 30 ton graphite blank, and are 
available in tailored length, action, 
and power combinations.

AVAILABLE IN:

In 5 lengths, 
Actions and Power 

Combinations

In 7’0” Moderate 
Fast Action,

Medium Power
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Here we go again folks; Mother Nature 
has proven yet again she is one tough 
old lady. My normal December fishing 
scenario is; point the bow of my 
Shallow Sport X3 towards San Antonio 
Bay, stop on any bait-laden reef, and 
catch trout on just about any lure you 
want to throw. Load back up in the X3, 
head to another reef, and do it again.

This normal December scenario 
could still play out if the fresh water 
runoff from the Guadalupe River 
moves out quickly, and it might 
because of the severe tide drop caused 
by the recent northwestern front that 
just moved through our area. For 
the better part of October and all of 
November I have been changing up 
my normal routine, so this fresh water 
runoff thing really hasn’t affected my 
charters all that much.

The way my program 
has changed the most is 
that I have spent more time 
in Espiritu Santo Bay area 

than I normally do this time of year. The chief reason was 
not actually the fresh water runoff as much as the size of 
trout, or maybe I should say lack of size I had been catching 
on the reefs in San Antonio Bay. It seems the freshwater 
pushed the larger trout further into Espiritu Santo and 
Mesquite bays. After many trips of scratching for just so-
so trout on the reefs, amidst lily pads and other debris, I 
decided I would make a few wades on the shorelines of 
Espiritu Santo for some reconnaissance. After our first wade 
I was convinced I wouldn’t leave this bay until Old Man 
Winter and the wicked wind he brings made me leave for 
more protected backwaters. 

The quality and quantity of the trout we were catching 
was that good, and it really didn’t matter if you were a 
topwater chunker or a soft plastic guy – we all caught fish. 

Now granted this is only going to last so long but as of this writing I 
am still fishing Espiritu Santo when I have a group that like to wade. As 
far as staying in the boat, you had better point your boat towards any 
of Matagorda Island’s back lakes.

During December, no matter whether we might be fishing Espiritu 
Santo, San Antonio, or West Matagorda, our lure selections will all 
be based on the weather conditions for the day we are fishing. For 
shoreline wading we will lean heavily toward 4” Bass Assassin Sea 
Shads in Copperhead and Purple Chicken. My preferred jigheads for 
these baits are the 1/16 ounce from Bass Assassin. 

In the topwater department you can bet we will be throwing 
MirrOlure She Dogs in CHPR ( chartreuse back and belly, orange throat, 
pearl sides) or the GCRCH model, (chartreuse back, gold chrome belly, 
orange throat). I will let the fish dictate how fast or slow to work it, or if 
I need to insert significant pauses between twitches.

If the weather and water conditions allow us to get out on the San 
Antonio reefs I will likely be passing out the same 4” Assassin Sea 
Shads as mentioned above.  

If we have an extreme cold front that drops the water temps into 
the high-40s, which sometimes happens in December, I will be 
breaking out MirrOlure’s Corkys and MirrODines. During these abrupt 

changes in water temperature 
I typically find the best bite in 
deeper areas of the back lakes, 
especially the sloughs that 
connect the lakes to the bays. 

Once the weather begins to 
moderate, usually by the second 
or third day, the water on the 
back lake flats has warmed 
sufficiently for bait and game fish 
to vacate their deeper refuges. 
Quite often we see them feeding 
with a vengeance when they 
first appear back on the flats, 
and those same Corkys and 
MirrOdine will be very effective. 

If there is any one piece of 
equipment that is going to make 
a difference in your ability to 

catch fish in the colder months, I would say it would have to be your 
rod. I choose Waterloo because they are the most sensitive I have 
ever used. No matter if you prefer braid or mono line, it’s the rod that 
counts most in detecting subtle bites and setting the hook. Swing by 
the Waterloo Pro Shop and talk to Jimmy or Kolby, they can help you 
pick a rod that best suits the type of lures you like to throw most often. 

Fish hard, fish smart!

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Unbelievable…White-Tailed Deer 
Swimming Between Wading Anglers!

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Gary Gray is a full 
time guide, born and raised in 
Seadrift. He has been guiding 
the Seadrift/Port O’Connor 
region since 1986. Gary 
specializes in year ‘round wade 
fishing for speckled trout and 
redfish with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

Who wouldn’t love a nice flounder 
and redfish double hook-up?

The Gillilands getting 
in on some good 

backwater redfish action.

 54   |   December 2021



TSFMAG.com   |   55



The seasons are flying by faster than 
live croaker during a 50%-off sale. 
Seems like only yesterday the sweat 
was rolling down my forehead and 
burning my eyes back in August. 
Now I’m receiving packages almost 
daily from Simms stuffed with layers 
upon layers to keep me warm. I’m 
certainly not complaining about 
layering up. In fact, it’s about my 
favorite thing to do, as I know those 
extra clothes mean I’ll be outside 
enjoying God’s many wonders.

December is such a fabulous month 
here in Texas. Regardless of your 
outdoor passion, 
everything is in 
“go mode” this 
month. Bucks are 
rutting, ducks 
are flying, quail 
are flushing, and 
big trout are 
becoming a bit 
more predictable. 
Although my 
trophy trout 
season is currently 

in full swing there is no rest for the weary when 
I get a day off. If I’m not pushing my big Haynie 
through the waters of Baffin, I’ll have a bow in 
my hand or a long, pointed pole to flip rocks to 
confirm whether what I just saw on the ground 
was an arrowhead or simply a rock doing a great 
imitation, (most of the time).

Chris Bush (Speckled Truth Podcast) and I just 
did a sit-down to discuss trophy trout fishing and 
the current state of the Baffin Bay fishery. That 
conversation being fresh on my mind, and some 
stories I told, sure have me reflecting on great 
things that have happened for me in Decembers 
past. Two of the best days I ever had took place 
between Christmas and New Years Day in the 
early 2000s. Back-to-back days of 85-pound 
ten-fish trout stringers. But before you accuse 
me of being a hypocrite or game hog; all those 
fish were released successfully as they were 
landed and none were placed on a stringer. The 
mention of 85-pound stringers is merely a reference to the average 
of the best ten fish caught on those two wonderful days. I truly wish 
every serious angler could do that for themselves…just once in their 
lifetime. To this day I can almost remember the individual spots on 
every fish. Such a wonderful memory.

It’s no secret that we are in a much different time and place now 

with the Baffin fishery. By today’s standards any angler catching five 
trout over five pounds has had a monumental day…but there was a 
time not so long ago, young Grasshopper. 

By the time this magazine hits your mailbox and newsstands across 
Texas, the TPWD commissioners will have decided which path forward 
should be taken to boost the recovery of the spotted seatrout fishery, 
and how to manage it more proactively in the future. Their plates are 
full of hard data now, nine months after the devastating February 
freeze, data they did not have earlier. 

My fingers are crossed that they get tight on bag limits for at least 
the next three years (four or five would be better) to get the fishery 
back to where it once was. Mother Nature and man have both laid a 
damn good whackin’ on it and we all need to pull back the reins if we 
ever want to have a quality fishery that offers a legitimate chance to 
catch a giant each and every day.
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David Rowsey has 30 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Sight-Fishing Trout in Laguna Madre

Michael Fry with a true monster 
of the flats; 31.25-inches and 

9.5-pounds. Bass Assassin, 
literally the last cast of the day! 

Released healthy to spawn 
again. Congrats, Mike.
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Call us for custom buildings and homes on your own property!

361-576-3825 Office | 361-576-3828 Fax
36 Hunters Circle, Victoria, TX 77905

www.RafterJConstruction.com

Barndominiums • Metal Buildings • Boat and Mini 
Storage • Metal Frame Homes • Commercial Buildings

“We contracted the construction of the TSFMag office 
building with Farrell Jackson. Jackson also built my son’s bay 
house here in Seadrift. We were completely satisfied with 
both projects…a professional and trustworthy contractor.” 
~ Everett Johnson | Editor/Publisher, TSF Mag
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Greetings from Port Mansfield! First, 
I want to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year 
(although my January 2022 article will 
likely arrive prior to year’s end.) We 
have seen so much this year and here’s 
to hoping we will never see the worst 
of it again. On the flipside, we also saw 
some great things I hope to see over 
and over again in the future.  

I hope I will never again see piles 
of dead trophy-class trout along the 
banks of the Lower Laguna. We could 
also do without some of the anglers 
who took a strong stand for conserving 
that fishery right after the freeze, only 
to suffer a case of amnesia that led to 
hypocrisy at its highest level. We could 
have used a few less full stringer and 

boat deck shots, not to mention those slow-motion stringer videos. 
But I digress. So, on to the bright side…  

We are happy to see some anglers, albeit few, who stayed the 
course and quite possibly may have influenced others to recognize 
the importance of a balanced conservation approach toward this 
fragile resource. 

I am personally thrilled to have been able to hook more than fifty 
snook between myself and clients, 
and tag close to twenty-five for Harte 
Research Institute. 

I am more than thrilled to have been 
part of the winning team in this year’s 
Shallow Sport Owner’s Tournament – 
and the only team to weigh and release 
all their fish alive. 

I am also very pleased to have been 
able to see and catch several trout over 
30 inches, one being a 10-pounder. 

You might ask; where do we currently 
stand regarding the health of this fishery? 
I would say, if this winter is kind the scale 
is leaning in the direction of sustainable 
hope. Let’s keep doing our part.

Success on redfish this year has been 
one for the books. The reds hung in 
there and took an enormous amount 
of pressure to the likes I have not seen. 
Our redfish gave up limits day in and day 
out for months, and as of this writing they are still filling coolers. I said 
months ago, if it were not for our redfish filling the huge void for trout it 
would have been one tough year for fishing guides. You see, we also had 
a very slow year for flounder. We might tip our hats to the redfish and 
keep just enough for dinner and release the rest. 

We had unusually high water levels most of late-summer and fall. 
Finally though, with fronts becoming more frequent the tides have 

begun to recede, along with the water temperatures. There are still 
some trout out there, just fewer good ones than we like to see. Amongst 
all the trout enthusiasts that come to Port Mansfield during winter I 
think there will be a few that might touch 30-inches or so, but I’m not 
expecting a full-blown “big trout” season for everyone. I bet if we do our 
part as anglers, and barring any further natural disasters, we could see 
trophy numbers rebounding in 2024. We will just have to wait and see. 

Having spent a lot of time exploring for snook throughout summer, 
I have also stumbled upon some outstanding big trout habitat and 
I cannot wait to see how that unfolds when the conditions align 
this winter. I am strikingly confident in the areas I have found and 
excited to say the least. You see, snook fishing is just like trophy trout 
fishing; except it’s harder and you must fish much slower. I have spent 
countless hours working hundred-yard square areas across our bay 
system, and each time I find something new – stumps, crab traps 
covered in crustations, deep indentations in the bottom, and also 
muddy holes surrounded by hard bottom. I have also discovered grass 
lines and points that I never knew existed. Just writing about it gets 
me excited, hoping to be one of those guys able to locate and catch 
one of the few “true 30s” that are left. 

I would like to invite everybody to Fishing Tackle Unlimited on 
Saturday December 11, 2021. I will be conducting a seminar about 
trophy trout and snook fishing, covering my Fishing Equation in great 
detail explaining its application and potential. Joe Meyer, owner of FTU, 
will donate one of the new G2 FTU Green Rods for some lucky attendee. 
Stay tuned to FTU social media outlets for details. 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Protective Footwear for Wading Anglers

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com
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Here’s Caleb Moeller, one of my lucky 
anglers with his first-ever snook recently.

Jason Paul of Stinky 
Pants Fishing Gear 
got a nice snook 

fishing with Wayne.
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On a recent trip, even before we got 
started, I explained to my clients my 
take on how the day’s bite would 
develop. By the end of the day I’d hit it 
right on the money. Yes, it helps to be on 
the water frequently, but you can also 
benefit by studying all that is available 
before the fishing trip begins. Science 
can explain why fish feed aggressively 
and why they seem to completely shut 
down. You may ask, “What science? 
What do I need to be looking for?” I will 
answer those questions, but first, I want 
to make a point.  

Hitting the bullseye that day got me 
to thinking what type of student I was 
growing up. I honestly remember that 
until college I put forth barely enough 
effort to pass my classes, which led me 
to thinking how seriously most anglers 
take their fishing. Many are content with 

just getting out there and relaxing. As a result they have little success. 
Others, though, are good at figuring out fish patterns and they catch 
fish most of the time. Which one are you? 

Now the question, “What science?” First, we do not eat twenty-four 
hours a day, and neither do fish. It’s up to us to figure out when they are 
likely to feed and that involves many factors. 

Next would be the Solunar major and minor feeding periods. You can 
study Solunar Theory on the internet and then reference the Solunar 
table published in this magazine for daily predictions. 
Keep in mind these are predictions, all the same they 
provide an idea of when you should be fishing and 
not running from place to place. 

It also pays to be aware of the day’s tide 
predictions. I have observed that the average tide 
travels six to seven miles per hour in the Lower 
Laguna. Knowing this, we can calculate when the 
tide should begin moving in the area we are fishing 
by applying it to the distance from the tide station 
being referenced. 

Weather is another huge factor. From experience, 
I know several areas that fish better with east wind. 
Over time, if you can make good observations about 
the weather and how it affects specific areas, you 
will be more successful in catching during those 
situations. Winter is upon us and weather can be 
unpredictable, so this is a perfect time to study the 
weather and how it affects fishing. 

Our bay waters are in great shape and historically will only get better 
as winter arrives. Water and air temperatures have finally dropped below 
80°, which seems a magical number for increased feeding activity. Our 
redfish catches have improved dramatically the past several weeks as 
they are showing in regular late-fall/early-winter areas. They have been 
aggressive, crushing topwaters during active feeds, and still taking 

plastics during slower periods. 
I expect the reds will slip into deeper water following colder frontal 

passages, but should return to the flats as soon it begins to warm. 
Targeting deeper potholes will produce strikes during cooler days when 
they’re not active on flats and along shorelines. Bouncing a KWiggler 
Ball Tail Shad on the bottom will certainly grab their attention. 

The best news this month is that we are starting to see and catch 
trout regularly, something we haven’t enjoyed in several months. 
Some of these have been in the three to five-pound class, and I have 
witnessed a few in the seven to eight-pound class, as well. Keep in 
mind the colder it gets the heavier the trout will be, if indeed this 
winter holds to historic patterns. 

As water temps continue to decline trout will slow down in their 
movements and this is when slower presentations will work best, 
especially on colder days. The KWiggler Willow Tail and Wig-A-Lo are 
great baits for this time of year. My go-to colors will be Mansfield 
Margarita and Plum/Chart. Please remember the brutal hit our trout 
took during the freeze. Practice catch and release as much as possible 
with maybe only a few smaller keepers for a fresh meal. I have adopted 
a new rule on my boat. We do not keep any trout longer than twenty 
inches and all my clients have agreed. Let’s hope the fishery rebounds 
sooner than later. 

Mark your calendar – December 11, 2021; Capt. Wayne Davis and I 
will be conducting a seminar at Fishing Tackle Unlimited’s Katy Freeway 
location. The information we share will hopefully contribute to your 
ability to find and catch fish more consistently. There will be other 
presenters with excellent knowledge to share and FTU will have some 
great sales going on as well. 

Merry Christmas!

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Birds Can Point the Way to Great Fishing

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.

Arroyo 
Colorado 
to Port 
IsabelC
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Julius Cepeda is 
no stranger to 
fish of this size.

Alejandro 
Paez with a 

nice fall trout.
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Rough Vine 
Baffin Bay - 31.8” trout

Nell Roberson 
Pringle - 21.5” trout

Dustin Agrella 
Baffin Bay - 43” redfish

Colton Barber 
Port O’Connor - redfish

Collin Barber 
Port O’Connor - first shark!

Jonathan Menchaca 
Port Mansfield - 27” redfish

Ricky Roberts 
Laguna Madre - 25” trout

Clay Roberson 
Shoalwater - trout
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Hanna Ellis 
Galveston East Bay - 27” trout

Beau Galloway 
First gigging trip

Jenn Wilson 
Baffin Bay - 29.5” personal best trout! CPR

Todd Ridel 
East Matagorda - 28” 8 lb trout

Savannah Guion 
Rockport - trout

Jessica Riemer & Brandon Gregory
Matagorda Bay (state waters) - red snapper

Cory McFall 
South Padre - snook

Charles Reininger 
Copano Bay

TSFMAG.com   |   63



Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
December is a great month to fish in James’ area, he says, with a variety 
of options, depending on the weather. “We have warm weather right 
now, so there’s still plenty of shrimp in the bays. We might have one of 
those years where birds are working all the way through Thanksgiving 
and beyond. If it gets colder, and the tide dumps out, that will all end 
sooner. Then, the pattern of fishing the mud streaks out in the middle of 
West Bay should improve. Some years, the wading can also be good in 
December. Best results there occur on days when the water first gushes 
back in after it’s been cold for a couple days, with a low tide. Fishing 
around the spoils along the ICW, and the reefs around both North and 
South Deer islands, and on Confederate Reef, can be great in such a 
situation. This is especially true for people who are willing to fish late in 
the afternoons and into the night. Cold weather means clear water in 
West Galveston Bay, and the fish bite better in low light conditions when 
the water is so clear, except where some turbulence creates some color.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
Jim mentions the same basic plan he’s been working for many 
Decembers in the past—hunting ducks on the weekends, fishing 
during the weeks. “I will spend most of my weekend time setting up 
and running duck hunts, also running some when the weather is 
nasty. We’ll fish more when the weather’s nicer, and on the weekdays. 
My favorite kind of fishing this time of year happens when we have 
strong east winds. I like it when it’s really pumping, and the tide level 
rises. During a situation like that, we catch some of the bigger trout in 
the bays tight to the banks. They feed up really well before the strong 
fronts arrive. You can usually catch ‘em the way you want to, on a 
variety of lures, in a situation like that. Once the fronts blow the tide 
out, everything changes. You have to fish out of the boat in deeper 
water for a while, and catching the bigger trout becomes tougher. 
Lately, we have been having an easy bite, once the tide came back in 
after the freakish low levels caused by that strong front. We’re catching 
plenty of solid keeper trout, up to about two and a half pounds.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
When he submitted this report, Randall noted that the onset of cooler 
weather had come later than usual. “The normal fall patterns are 
delayed somewhat, with this warm weather. We’ve still got plenty of 
shrimp in the bays. We’ve found a few flocks of gulls working over 
migrating herds, but the big push hasn’t happened yet. When it does, 
fishing for both trout and reds under the birds will get good for a 
while. During lulls in that action, drifting around in fairly deep water 
where concentrations of mullet are found works better. For the most 
part, throwing soft plastics works best when this is the plan. Normally, 
we throw Norton Bull Minnows or Sand Eels in natural looking 
colors like chicken on a chain this time of year. The white, brown and 
chartreuse colors work well to mimic shrimp. We rig them on three-
eighths ounce heads most of the time, going a bit heavier if currents 
and winds are strong. This month can also be a good one to wade in 
the shallow areas where a mix of mud and shell covers the bottom, 
throwing slow-sinking twitch baits, if catching bigger than average 
trout is the goal of the moment.”

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Tommy Countz- 979.863.7553 cell 281.450.4037
Tommy says the fishing in East Matagorda can be excellent for bigger 
than average trout in December. “Many of the really big trout I’ve 
caught here bit in December. If we’re targeting a wall-hanger trout, 
we like to wade, mostly in the coves on the south shoreline. We throw 
slow-sinking twitch baits and tails around the mouths of drains for 
best results. Topwaters work well at times too, when the weather 
is warmer. Best bite window seems to be in the hours ahead of the 
arrival of a strong front. Drifting the mud flat in the east end and the 
scattered shell in the west end of East Bay can produce good catching 
too. When fishing out of the boat, we always keep an eye open for 
working birds. If the weather in December isn’t too cold, we usually 
still have some. And, the Colorado River produces excellent catching 
this time of year, if the water isn’t too fresh. In there, it’s a lot like bass 
fishing. We drift with the current and throw at the banks, working 
our lures down the face of the drop off. Heavier jigheads are often 
required on soft plastics, due to the depth of the water.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
We’ve really been whacking the trout and redfish so far this fall. Our 
trout bite has rebounded well since the lull after the freeze and the 
record rainfall we had this summer. We’ve been finding trout under 
working birds in lots of locations, basically all over the local bays, 
from Oyster Lake to the north shoreline of Tres Palacios Bay. Most of 
the action is occurring around patches of shell in fairly shallow water. 
We’ve also been catching a few out at the rigs in West Matagorda. 
The big shrimp hatch has made for easy catching on trout, with most 
ranging from seventeen to about nineteen inches. DSL lures in chicken 
of the sea and pearl/chartreuse Norton Sand Eels have worked best. 
The redfish have been schooling in the marshes and chasing grass 
shrimp and shad. We’re catching plenty of reds most days, throwing 
the same soft plastics that have been taking the trout. Fishing at night 
on the piers continues steady, with all three piers in town holding 
solid keeper specks and some quality sand trout too. As we head into 
December, the rule will be the same as always. First order of business 
is to locate some bait! 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
In December, Lynn returns to working the cold weather plan, meaning 
leaving the dock later in the mornings and fishing through the 
warming hours of the afternoons. “Lately, we’ve been targeting redfish 
more than trout. The action for the reds has been more consistent. 
We’ve been having great luck on pink SkitterWalks and bone Spook 
Juniors, drifting around in the back-lakes and waiting for the reds to 
find them and blow up. We are catching some trout mixed in with 
‘em, up to around twenty-three inches. We’ve been releasing most of 
the trout. As the weather gets colder, the typical drill becomes more 
focused on making sustained efforts around sandy pockets in the 
grass, or patch reefs adjacent to the drains. We will throw slow-sinking 
twitch baits some, also soft plastics on light jigheads. One of the best 
patterns for catching occurs at the end of a bright afternoon, when the 
water has had time to warm up in the shallow recesses of a lake, then 
the tide begins to flow out. We usually have fast and furious catching 

FISHING REPORTS     AND FORECASTS
from Big Lake to Boca Chica
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for a while when that happens. In the middle of the day, an incoming 
tide often produces a better bite.”

Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
December is smack in the middle of cast and blast season for Blake, 
so he’ll be on the water lots of days, starting out in the blinds in the 
shallow parts of the bays, working out to the main bays later in the 
days. “We usually start off hunkered down in the marsh shooting at 
ducks this time of year. Hoping we get a good push of birds. Remains 
to be seen, with so much water on the ground inland. When fishing, 
we like to start off by targeting reds in the same areas where we hunt. 
I usually see plenty when running around in the air boat. Weather’s 
been warm lately, and we have lots of reds in the shallows right now. If 
the tide falls out and it gets colder, which it usually does in December, 
we find more reds and trout in the holes in the bayous, and along 
main-bay shorelines. Once we get out to the deeper parts of the bays 
in the middle of the day to target trout, we like to key on areas with a 
mix of mud and shell on the bottom, or in places where warmer water 
dumps out of the lakes and coves.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
Once hunting season gets into full swing this time of year, we 
fishermen have our quietest times on the water. With both air and 
water temperatures cooling down, the fish will be slowing down 
some, but not as much as they will in the colder months to follow. 
On the colder nights, the fish will move into deeper water. As the sun 
rises in the morning, they will move back toward the shallows, since 
shallower water warms up faster than deeper water. This time of year, I 
like to use Bass Assassin four-inch Sea Shads in colors like magic grass, 
opening night and chicken on a chain rigged on sixteenth-ounce 
Spring-lock jigheads. These lures work well when we’re targeting slot-
sized redfish. The trout have been more scarce since the freeze, but 
they will also take the small soft plastics well in cool weather. If lots of 
floating or suspended grass becomes a problem, dangling the same 
lures under an Assassin Kwik Kork works better. Best bet is to place 
the lures about fifteen inches under the cork, using a twenty-pound 
fluorocarbon leader. Drifting in about a foot of water on sunny days 
and sight-casting at red and black drum with shrimp-flavored Fish-
bites also produces well. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
Fishing in the ULM and Baffin Bay can be outstanding in December, 
Joe says. “We have some really good places to hide from north winds. 
The catching in places like the Boat Hole and on the north shoreline 
of Baffin can be excellent in the wake of cold fronts. The flats from the 
Badlands to East Kleberg Point produce some big trout and reds this 
time of year when the water temperatures cool down into the fifties. If 
the weather’s warmer, the fishing is often better in the lagoon. Drifting 
around the outer edges of the grass flat and throwing soft plastics 
at deep grass beds can produce plenty of bites if the tide is low and 
the water temperature’s pretty low. If it’s a really warm day, and when 
the tide is higher, the fish will sometimes be really close to the bank, 
especially on the west side. Areas with large mats of dead grass, some 
sandy potholes and a few rocks on the bottom often hold more fish 
than areas without any of these things. Best bet this month in general 
is to work the lures low in the water column, and slowly, with rhythm.” 

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 
December can be one of the most exciting months in the Texas 

surf. This year has a chance to go down as phenomenal, if warmer 
temperatures linger. The mullet migration is currently delayed. It 
is not out of the question for us to get a run of December jackfish. 
Things could explode at any moment. One thing that is certain—
the monster bull reds will be in the shallows, and hungry. Anglers 
wanting to catch the red of their lives should cast out half a whiting 
after dark. Other questionable species which may be present for 
December could be Spanish mackerel and bluefish. Both these toothy 
creatures love cool (not cold) water and if given the right conditions 
they could be around. Mullet are a great bait for these, 
but everyone must follow the regulations for size 
usage. In regards to sharks, December can be stellar 
for blacktips and sandbar sharks. In additions, if 
all variables line up there is a rare shot at a beach 
mako—my first surf specimen came in early 
December. One of the more 
desirable and targeted fish this 
time of year is the tasty Florida 
pompano. They are often caught on 
small hooks and either Fish-bites or pieces of shrimp.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
Wader season has arrived. With cold fronts rolling in, conditions can 
get rough in a hurry, so keeping an eye on the weather is important 
this month. During fall, locating concentrations of bait is critical. 
With cooler water temperatures, this can become more difficult, 
as the activity level of the bait drops. Keying on scant signs of the 
presence of bait can be really productive. The deeper parts of West 
Bay produce well during colder weather this month. The reds tend to 
concentrate in the middle or around the edge of the break. The areas 
on both sides of the Pipeline can also be good, especially the part 
south of it, east of Bennie’s Island, where numerous potholes provide 
habitat for reds to use when ambushing their prey. Behind the cabin 
at the Saucer is also productive. Gladys Hole is another December 
hot spot, especially after a front. Fish tend to concentrate around the 
entrance to the big cove when the tide falls out. Another favorite spot 
is the flat just north of Butcher’s Island, which has a great mix of sand 
and grass. Wagner’s Bar can also hold plenty of fish, especially when 
some mullet are seen jumping in the area.

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
Our recent fishing has improved as the water temperatures have 
fallen from the really high levels we had earlier in the fall. We’ve been 
finding decent numbers of trout schooling in water about belly-deep. 
We’re focusing our efforts in areas that have an abundance of sandy 
pockets breaking up the grass on the bottom, where we see plenty 
of signs of active bait fish. We’re working KWiggler Ball-tails in plum/
chartreuse, rigged on quarter-ounce jigheads close to the bottom, 
making just occasional, light jerks with the rod tip to hop them a short 
distance up into the water column for best results. Redfish numbers 
have remained steady, with most of the reds feeding on small bait fish 
like finger mullet and glass minnows along shorelines in the shallower 
backwater areas. Tidal movement has been a key to catching them. 
When we have some movement in the water, bone Spook Juniors 
have worked well early in the mornings to cause the reds to blow up. 
Later in the days, KWiggler Willow-tails in bone diamond rigged on 
eighth-ounce screw-lock jigheads work much better. These patterns 
should remain consistent throughout December, barring a long 
stretch of really cold weather for this time of year.
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INGREDIENTS

SAUCE

3 lb peeled shrimp
3 lb smoked link sausage
3 lb small red potatoes
2 large containers sliced mushrooms
2 large, sweet onions
3/4 cup Zatarain’s powdered crawfish boil spice 
Crab and crawfish meat can also be added  

to your liking
1 bell pepper, chopped
2 tablespoons minced garlic
1 large “regular” onion
3 celery sticks
1 stick butter 

1 can cream of celery soup
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 8-ounce block Velveeta cheese
1 stick butter

PREPARATION
In large skillet, sauté crab meat and crawfish in butter, remove and place in a large and 
deep casserole dish, spread evenly. Sauté Cajun Trinity (chopped “regular” onion, celery, 
and bell pepper) along with the Pope (garlic) in butter, remove and place in a separate 
bowl. Slice sausage into thin pieces and fry in same skillet until brown, drain and spread 
evenly on top of crab and crawfish meat.

Fill large pot with water and add crab boil seasoning. Bring to boil and add quartered 
sweet onions, mushrooms, and potatoes. Cook until potatoes are al dente, not mushy. 
Remove from heat and add shrimp, steep three minutes, and then drain all. Gently fold 
in sauteed Trinity and spoon atop crab, crawfish, and sausage in the large casserole dish  

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Add sauce ingredients to large saucepan, heat slowly at low temperature until fully 
melted, stirring often. Pour evenly over contents of casserole dish, do not stir or fold. 
Place in 400° preheated oven for 20- to 30-minutes, or until sauce begins to brown.

Danny McGuire created this amazing casserole and shared it at a large dinner gathering 
recently. Everybody raved at the creamy seafood goodness, and most came back for 
seconds! I highly recommend this recipe as a compliment to any grilled pork or beef 
entrée, especially if you are planning to feed a large group of family and friends this 

holiday season. So much better than traditional holiday leftovers. It’s so good in fact, it 
could make fine dinner by itself with a green salad and garlic bread. Thanks, Danny!

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530
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Danny’s Cajun Casserole
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When most people hear “shark,” they picture a large, sleek-bodied 
predator slicing through the open water, perhaps with the triangle of its 
dorsal fin poking through the surface as a warning. But there are more 
than 1,000 species of sharks of all shapes and sizes—including some 
small sharks that are adapted to living in very shallow water.

 

Epaulette sharks, also known as “walking sharks,” are cousins of the 
larger and more familiar nurse sharks. Walking sharks have heavy, 
muscular fins that they use to push themselves across rocks and coral. 
These elaborately patterned sharks are also able to withstand very low 
oxygen levels. Together, these special adaptations allow them to seek 
out a dinner of mollusks and small crustaceans in very shallow water, 
such as tide pools. Life in tide pools can be difficult for large, active 
animals because, having the connection to the sea cut off until the next 
high tide, oxygen levels in tide pools can become very low.

Walking sharks are small, usually growing to just over two feet long, 
though sometimes reaching three and a half feet, and they spend their 
nights hunting in shallow reefs and seagrass beds, picking off their 
prey from rock crevices and in the sand. Humans wading in a shallow 
tide pool need not fear walking sharks, though, these sharks are only 
interested in shellfish for their meals. 

Sharks Go Walking

Walking sharks can survive in very low oxygen environments.
Credit: Mark Erdmann, California Academy of Sciences
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Working quickly, we captured images of Finn and the crew with 
the subdued bull. After just a few minutes, we released the exhausted 
giant in water deep enough to allow her to regain composure and 
casually swim over the outer sandbar and back into the depths, where 
she disappeared.Trembling and spent, Finn was also indescribably 
excited, at least for a few moments. Within ten minutes, the 
remarkable kid passed out in the back of his mom’s SUV.The rest of us 
continued to celebrate how our tale’s David overcame the odds and 
defeated a profoundly powerful foe. 

Of the many sharks I’ve helped people catch, this one certainly ranks 
high in the echelon of greatest feats. After doing my job to put young 
Finn on a monster shark and coaching him to the best of my ability, I 
have to say this is one of the brightest highlights of my guiding career. 
All who saw this battle will forever remember it as a Padre Island 
version of the tale of David and Goliath. Congrats to Finn Fratila, for 
playing the starring role.
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For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com

...continued from page 49

Finn salutes his conquered 
foe just before we dragged 
her out to deeper water for 

a successful release.
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TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters

Capt. Lynn Smith’s
Back Bay Guide Service

Port O’Connor Area

TROUT
REDFISH

FLOUNDER

Wade & 
Drifting 
the Back 

Bays & Surf

Call 361.983.4434  (cell 361.935.6833)
Email lynn@tisd.net (tswf.com/lynnsmith)

ON THE WATER
Saltwater Fishing Clinics

WITH
Capt. Robert Zapata

If you are having difficulty catching fish on a consistent basis, 
the clinic is designed for you. Learn Capt.Robert Zapata’s 

secrets to finding and catching more fish from his 25 years of 
experience as a professional fishing guide.

For Information Call 361-563-1160
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

Boats with twin engines, specifically 
most catamaran hulls, are 
susceptible to water entering the 
engine powerhead through the 
fresh air intake located at the top-
rear of the cowling. Some engines 
have intakes on the sides of the 
cowling to reduce this tendency.

Water intrusion is not always the 
result of direct flows of water into the intake. Chopping the throttle 
suddenly when underway causes the boat to decelerate quickly, 
allowing backwash to overtake the engines.

Another possibility for direct intrusion is sloppy seas slapping the 
back of the engines while the boat is at rest. This is exacerbated when 
the engines are allowed to idle the entire time offshore. The engines 
take in fresh air, and the localized low-pressure area invites spray and 
mist to enter the intake. 

The last scenario is less defined because there is no direct intrusion 
involved. The situation develops due to mist created by the vortex 
between the engines while underway. Photos reveal how unavoidable 
saltwater mist over extend periods can degrade engine components.

Regular inspection by removing the top belt and flywheel cover 
is recommended. Liberal applications of Corrosion X Red is the best 
prevention toward circumventing costly repairs. 
Have a great winter fishing and boating season!
Chris Mapp
Coastal Bend Marine | Port O’Connor, TX
361-983-4841 | Chrismapp@coastalbendmarine.com

HOW DOES WATER ENTER OUTBOARD ENGINE COWLINGS?
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