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Hi-tech rods perform like skittish show dogs. This one
just puts fish in the boat. Built durable to handle the salt, 
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ABOUT THE COVER
Our cover angler this month is Richie 

Lullo. Richie is one the lucky few anglers 
we know who has managed to land a 

tarpon while wade-fishing. He was fishing 
thigh-deep with Capt. Aaron Cisneros in 
the Lower Laguna. Tarpon were chasing 
bait in the shallows and he managed to 
hook two on a KWigglers Ball Tail Shad. 
He got several jumps from the first and 

managed to land the second. 
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I say this every year…Man, I’m sure happy to 
see September. The weather’s been terribly hot, 
same every year, but even if it doesn’t cool down 
very much, at least the calendar says fall has 
arrived. Bring those north breezes…I’m sure I 
speak for lots of Texas outdoors enthusiasts.

As many expected, last month, TPWD 
extended the emergency spotted seatrout 
regulations an additional 60 days for Texas 
waters south of the JFK Causeway. I am very 
anxious to learn how the commissioners will 
handle this situation going forward during their 
regular sessions on August 25-26, 2021. I am also 
curious whether they will decide to implement 
similar measures to the Mid-Coast region. 
Population surveys via bag seine, bay trawl, and 
gill nets are the primary tools for measuring 
relative abundance. Coastal Fisheries Division 
released their spring gill net numbers several 
weeks back that showed a very significant 
decline in many areas as a result of the February 

freeze, which drove the extension decision – but with the caveat that 
fresh water inundation on the Middle Coast might have skewed the 
results. Trout cannot tolerate fresh water and are known to move 

quickly to more favorable habitat.
It is my personal belief that the spotted seatrout fishery in 

Matagorda, San Antonio, and Aransas bays would also benefit from 
similar management regulations, even if only a year or two. Trout 
fishing has been spotty at best in these bays throughout spring and 
summer, except perhaps in areas near Gulf passes where fish have fled 
their normal haunts, seeking more favorable salinity. It troubles me 
when I see social media reports of “quick limits” when, in reality, what’s 
really happening is that some anglers are simply taking advantage of 
stack-up situations. Nobody that can afford to hire a guide or own a 
boat and fish on their own will miss a single meal by practicing more 
catch and release. We are gifted with magnificent coastal resources; 
sometimes we just need to recognize how fragile these resources can 
be and police our activities accordingly. How could we not benefit 
from erring on the side of conservation?

September also marks the beginning of the very popular cast 
and blast season across Texas. Doves and teal are the main draw 
and I cannot think of a more enjoyable way to spend a day than 
splitting time between the fields and the bays. If by chance you have 
never witnessed a flight of early-arriving blue-winged teal buzzing 
your decoys or watched hundreds of white-wings flocking to ripe 
sunflowers, all I can say is you don’t know what you’re missing.

Don’t let opportunity in the Texas outdoors pass you by…and don’t 
forget the kiddos! 

EDITORIAL

HELLO SEPTEMBER!

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

September Issue 
Highlights
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CURRENT STRATEGIES

Massive incoming tides like this 
create such strong currents that 
summertime channel hotspots are 
unfishable until the current slows.



W
e headed out of the marina at 5:20AM even though sunrise 
wasn’t until 6:36. “Why are we leaving so early?” asked one 
of my clients. “It’s complicated,” I said. “I’ll explain when we 
get to our first stop.  Come on. It’s time to roll.”

Because one of the other guides had recently “learned” 
of one of the spots where we’d been fishing we needed to 

arrive earlier than usual. In addition, there were several naturally occurring phenomena 
to consider. We were fishing one day on the back side of a full moon and the best bite 
was just before sunrise as the moon was setting. After that, we weren’t experiencing a 
second flurry until midday which is very typical for a full moon pattern. The predicted 
low tide for the area we intended fish occurred at 12:04 AM and bottomed out at -0.6 
feet below mean. The predicted high tide was to peak at 8:20 AM at 1.4 feet. That is a 
huge swing for our area! Sounds great right?  

STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN
CURRENT STRATEGIES



Many would say that extreme tide movement should result in better 
fishing but when water is rushing in like rapids it can create some 
issues. High velocity current in Galveston Bay often results in very off-
color water. This is especially true during the summer months when 
water temperatures are hot and filled with suspended sediments and 
organics, not to mention all the freshwater runoff we’ve experienced 
this summer.

Swift incoming or outgoing tides can be especially problematic 
this time of year because some of our best opportunities for catching 
trout occur near the Houston Ship Channel. Unfortunately, this is 
an area heavily impacted by current because of its depth and lack 
of hard bottom substrate. I’m certainly not implying that trout 
cannot be caught along ship channel reefs and spoils during stiff 
currents because we’ve definitely done it. I can remember many days 
anchoring my Whaler off the bow so my clients could cast cross-
current with soft plastics rigged on gumball-size lead heads. It used to 
work quite well in certain spots along the channel and other nearby 
humps. Silting, channel dredging, low salinity and the overall changes 
in the bottom topography have made anchoring along the channel in 
stiff current situations less productive than in years past.

I like to use heavy jigheads such as 3/8 ounce when anchored in 
deep water (8 feet plus) and strong current. Moderate currents can call 
for the use of 1/4 ounce heads in the same depths while anchored.  
Drifting is a different ballgame. I can’t remember many times where 
we used 3/8 ounce jig heads when drifting other than at the old 
Bolivar well pads years ago. Normally, an 1/8 ounce is perfect for 
drifting in 8 feet of water or less, when there’s moderate current.  

Deciding what size lead head to use is also based upon where we 

think the fish are staged in the water column, reel gear ratios and 
types of line being used. If you’re using a 7:1 gear ratio reel then you 
may be better suited throwing a 1/4 ounce whereas your buddy 
who has 5:1 ratio reel would likely do better tying on an 1/8 ounce 
jig head. Also, remember that braided line sinks much slower than 
monofilament so adjust jig head sizes accordingly. Sometimes it is 
simply trial and error until we get it right.

Working slicks can be tricky when there’s a lot of tide movement. We 
experienced this just the other day while chasing a school of oversized 
redfish in open water. I positioned my boat directly upwind of the 
smallest slick in a breadcrumb trail of larger slicks, only to soon realize 
my boat was drifting against the wind and away from the fish.  We had 
a 15 mph southeast wind at our backs but the outgoing tide was so 
strong that it was pushing us backwards into the wind (as indicated 
by my track lines in my GPS). It didn’t take long to figure out what was 
happening but it just proves once more that you have to really pay 
attention to all of the factors involved.

During strong tide situations we try to fish further away from 
the channel and near shorelines. Fishing back lakes until tide slows 
and open bay waters begin to clear is a great strategy, too. This also 
increases our chances for catching redfish and flounder until it’s time 
to go target trout. I personally enjoy the opportunity to catch multiple 
species anyway.

More often than not trout are suspended. They are rarely swimming 
around on the surface and they seldom just hug the bottom this 
time of year. Moving currents keep forage species off of the bottom 
and predator fish such as speckled trout and redfish will set up to 
intercept easy meals while exerting as little effort as possible. Eddies 

Marty Criswell had to wait until the tide slowed 
and water visibility improved along the channel 

but he was rewarded with this nice speck.

Resa Jackson with a solid red after 
a great morning of trout fishing!

Jim Hummer had the hot hand on this morning 
casting cross-current with a MirrOlure Lil John!

 10   |   September 2021



TSFMAG.com   |   11



and current rips on the back side 
of small reefs, islands and small 
peninsulas are perfect ambush 
points when there’s moderate to 
strong tidal flow. 

So I’ve spent a lot of time 
discussing strong currents. What 
about weak currents? Well, I like 
to fish near breaks along the 
Intracoastal Waterway and along 
the ship channel. Barge and 
ship traffic will create artificial 
tide movement giving us little 
flurries of action until tides get 
right to try other areas.

Another little trick I figured out 
years ago is to slow troll with the 
trolling motor in reverse and tell 
clients to cast while I’m trolling.  
Something about this technique 
causes bites. I think it’s the 
movement of the boat pushing 
the fish around and “waking 
them up” as well as different 
angles of the soft plastics. I’m not 
100 percent sure why it’s so effective but who cares if it works?

Bites are often very soft during slack tides so it’s a must to have gear 
that will enable us to detect those subtle taps. All of the rods in the 
Waterloo line-up are crafted to be exceptionally light and sensitive. 
My top three (in no particular order) are the HP Lite, Carbon Mag and 
Ultra Mag. My 13 Fishing Concept Z 2 reel spooled with 30 pound test 
Seaguar Smackdown Tournament braid that sits atop my Waterloo 
is a set-up that previously only dreams were made of. Current tackle 
technology almost isn’t fair. 

I often get asked what my favorite tide is. Once again, there is no 
simple answer. Generally speaking, my favorite tide that I feel gives us 
the very best opportunity to catch fish here in Galveston Bay is when 
the tide changes from high to a low or low to a high with moderate 
current in between. If we’re fishing open bay reefs this holds especially 
true. If we’re in back lakes, near river mouths or bayou drains, I prefer a 
peaked out high tide switching to a low. 

I hear many folks say that four tide days (as opposed to two) are 
their favorite. In many cases four tide days can be good but not all 
four tide days are created equal. Here’s a recent example: A few weeks 
back the high tide for an area that we’d been fishing peaked at 4:29 
AM at 1.1 feet. The low occurred at 9:42 AM at 1.0 feet. The next high 
tide after that was at 12:20 PM and was again 1.1 feet. That’s virtually 
no tide movement during the first three tides that day. The predicted 
low was to occur at 8:49 PM at  -0.1 feet. The added variables that 
day were a stiff northeast wind and an extremely low barometric 
pressure. Both factors wouldn’t allow the tide to go out as scheduled. 
This scenario created a somewhat stagnant bay that made catching a 
challenge. Luckily I had one small area holding trout tight to a small 
live oyster reef so we were able to trick enough fish on Purple Demon 
Lil Johns to make it a good trip.  I really believe the fact that this soft 
plastic is scent impregnated helped immensely in the off-colored 
water we were fishing.   

Here is an example of a good four tide day:
Low 3:12AM 0.3 feet
High 10:37AM 1.1 feet
Low 5:33PM 0.4 feet
High 11:46PM 0.8 feet

It’s important to understand that tides are not only effected by 
the moon and sun but other variables such as wind and barometric 
pressure. In our bay system a strong easterly wind will raise tide levels 
while westerly winds will push water from the bays. High barometric 
pressure will also lower tides and low pressure will raise them. Most of 
us don’t have the luxury of going fishing on only the “good” tide days 
but if we pay attention to all the factors involved we can make the 
necessary adjustments to turn the tides in our favor.
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Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Galveston Bay – Ship Channel Trout

Catching reds in the back lakes kept me and my 
clients busy until we could get out into the open bay.

Ancil Mitchell with a gorgeous back lake flounder!
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I
n many ways, September plays a transitional role in the lives of coastal anglers. On 
the calendar, the month ushers in autumn, and brings the hottest season to its end. 
While  students return to classrooms and football stadiums fill with fans, fronts pass 
over the coast with greater frequency, lowering temperatures and humidity levels. 
Normally, sometime soon after the equinox, the changing of the seasons produces 
a raging bull of a tide, which fills the backwaters of our bays to their brims.

Anglers with ample experience fishing the Texas coast during this time of change mostly 
perceive September as a tough month, especially those of us who use artificial lures exclusively. 
This general truth applies for several reasons. For one thing, despite the fact that fall starts toward 
the end of the time frame, hot weather does linger, seeming to stifle the enthusiasm of both 
anglers and the fish they target. For another, flooding backwater lakes, coves and tidal flats provide 
more places for trout and redfish to reside, making them harder for anglers to locate. And, the end 
of the warm season coincides with the highest levels of biomass present in the estuaries.  

Predators surrounded by ample sources of food can become hesitant to bite something 
crafted entirely by the hands of man. Normally, all these factors become less of a hindrance to 
lure chunkers once the stronger fronts of October blast across the waters and drive tide levels 
lower, sloshing things around and enhancing our efforts. Until then, many would benefit from 
making sensible plans to beat the late-summer doldrums and find fun in this month’s fishing.  

Returning to their roots as saltwater fisher-people would serve some folks well. Fishing in 
ways which recall long gone days and which reinforce things which originally drew them to 
the activity makes perfect sense. For lots of people, one of these plans involves a profoundly 
simple and satisfying act.
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Many Texas saltwater anglers developed a love for fishing the coast 
after making that short walk from the bumper of the truck into the 
first gut in the Gulf and wetting a line. In the beginning, they likely 
did so without any preconceived notions about what kind of fish they 
wanted to catch. Some still don’t care what swims along and takes a 
bite, but most of the more experienced anglers would want to catch 
trout and/or redfish these days.

Winds often fall quiet in the wake of the 
weak fronts which pass over the strip of 
sand fronting the ocean this month. When 
this happens, green water graces the beach. 
Then, for a couple days, catching speckled 
trout on lures in the surf becomes much 
easier than normal. Making a drive along the 
beach and looking for the right signs of life, 
or trying to read the waves to find places 
where irregularities in the sand bars create 
sweet spots provides an elemental and 
nostalgic thrill to many.

Few things elevate the heartbeats of 
anglers with salt in their veins faster than 
casually crossing the ever-shifting line 
between two worlds and hooking a solid 
trout on a lure.  Topwaters often work well 
in the September surf, and tricking fish on 
top generally thrills a lure chunker more 
than catching them any other way, adding a 
dimension to the prospects for injecting joy 
into September fishing. Certainly, catching 
a bunch of fish on 51 and 52M MirrOlures 
would do the same for most anglers who’ve 
spent plenty of days targeting trout in the 
Lone Star State.

Others will likely find more satisfaction 
and reminiscent qualities by targeting reds 
in the Texas surf this month. While a wading 
angler chasing trout in a calm surf might 
catch a redfish at any time, anglers hoping to 
catch the biggest reds do better by fishing 
with stouter tackle when onshore winds 
churn up the waves and turbidity somewhat. 
Those anglers also benefit from the choice 
to use live or cut bait to attract the attention 
of adult red drum, which enter the shallows 
fronting our beaches this month with hopes 
of making more of their kind. Fighting these 
drag-stripping bullies with the waters of the 
Gulf sloshing around the ankles provides a 
thrill to many old salts.

Undeniably, most Texas saltwater 
fisher-people prefer catching either trout 
or redfish above all other species. But, in a 
month in which catching the celebrities can 
seem tedious, many folks might find more 
pleasure while targeting other critters which 
eagerly attack our lures in the heat. One of 
these receives scant praise from the average 

coastal angler, and this seems a shame, given the strength and 
spastic energy with which it fights. I refer here to the fish with many 
names—the skipjack, or ladyfish, also known in some circles as the 
poor man’s tarpon, or ten pounder.

I admit, I’ve needled my customers many times when we realized 
they’d hooked one of these fish while we’re on a mission to catch 
a big trout. Sometimes I say, “Uh oh! It’s a poor man’s tarpon. That 

Diane Jans with a trout caught on a 
bone/silver Top Dog, a consistently 

productive plug during the fall months.

Redfish tend to feed aggressively 
during the transition from hotter 

to cooler weather.
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makes you the poor man!” We often laugh at our misfortune, while 
the slender, acrobatic fish flies around among the waders in the 
group, attempting to rid itself of the irritating hooks. A more healthy 
attitude would certainly involve remembering why we love fishing 
with lures in the first place, especially when the skippies show a 
willingness to tackle our floating plugs.

I say it all the time; for me, the most enduring and appealing 
aspect of fishing is the challenge of earning strikes. Ladyfish pay it 
forward like few others, often ambushing what we offer with reckless 
fervor, and pound for pound, they pull about as hard as any creature 
covered with scales and slime. Anglers tired of grinding to urge 
speckled trout to bite during this transitional time should make an 
honest attempt to relish the fabulous, fun fact of the blow up and 
the aerial fury of the fight when they hook a skipjack.  

Many of us became addicted to lure fishing after we learned how 
to make fish blow up on cigar shaped plugs like the Jumpin Minnow 
and the Super Spook. Skippies usually like slightly smaller lures 
better, often making fools of themselves in attempt to eat Spook 
Juniors, Baby Skitter Walks and Spit’n Images. Actively targeting 
them when possible this month can insert smiles into September 
wading sessions and help us remember why we’ve chosen this form 
of the angling sport. 

Another way to return to roots and make the most of outings this 
month involves taking advantage of the access the bull tide provides 
to the distant nooks and crannies in our coastal waterways. When 
the equinox moon sends water into remote parts of the marshes, 
trout and especially redfish sometimes follow the rising tides into 
areas normally too shallow for them.  When this happens, anglers can 
find ways to either walk into some of these places or use boats with 
shallow drafts to access them.

Poling around in areas often inaccessible to us provides a familiar 
thrill to many people. As with these other activities, plenty of us were 
originally drawn to saltwater fishing because searching for new places 
in all these miles of coastal water satisfied some kind of inner Magellan 
residing deep inside us. Surely, catching a fish in a habitat normally 
more suitable for rattlesnakes than rat reds helps many of us recall 
times when we found simple pleasure in exploring remote parts of the 
bays for the first time.

Lucky folks who’ve had the great fortune to fish almost every named 
bay, lake, cove, point, reef, sand bar, flat and spot on the Texas coast 
find it difficult indeed to rekindle the joy associated with learning 
things about a place entirely new to us. But for the average angler, 
even one with a moderate level of experience, this quest has greater 
appeal. Lots of people would likely benefit from making a conscious 
effort to try new places during September.  Doing so after spending 
some time studying images on Google Earth makes sense, as does 
traveling to new areas when benign conditions create good water 
clarity and facilitate moving around easily.

   Anglers heading to unfamiliar parts of the bays, whether those 
new to them or those often too shallow for access, should do so 

cautiously and without high expectations related to fast catching. 
Placing a priority on learning as much as possible about the layout 
of features, whether the bottom is firm, medium or soft, and which 
parts look most likely to produce bites, will pay bigger dividends than 
expecting to catch fish hand over fist on the first few visits.  Over time, 
this expansion of knowledge of new areas will likely enhance the 
productivity of anglers who put in the effort.

We all know catching is more fun than fishing. This undeniable 
truth can lead to frustration for some folks, who take it too seriously. 
In September, a month often associated with doldrums, taking steps 
to rekindle some pleasures of the past and placing more emphasis on 
process than product can help anglers feel more love for the fishing. 
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a full-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Captain Kev favors slow 
presentations in calm weather.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Despite misinformation widely circulated in the fishing community, 
bright sunlight doesn’t always stifle a topwater bite, even in clear 

water.  Matt Mauger proved as much when he caught this solid trout.
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John Lognion prepares 
to remove a hook from 
a solid trout caught 
under the birds.



I 
would bet a sizeable sum of money that if most saltwater anglers, 
especially TSFMag readers, were asked to describe what a picture 
perfect fishing scenario looks like, I could easily describe it before 
they even started. The classic thigh-deep flat with clear green water 
dotted with potholes and very defined grass edges. Or perhaps an even 
shallower flat with a little less grass so visibility would be at a maximum 

in order to see cruising fish or even a few tailing reds. These are the images that 
are continually portrayed to us but just how many of us actually get to experience 
those scenarios on a regular basis? My guess is that it’s far fewer than most think 
and in all reality only a small percentage of anglers actually ever get to experience 
them. In fact, instead of stepping into a “coastal version” of a Norman Rockwell 
painting, most of the fishing community actually looks for the “next best option.”

I’ll be the first to admit that at times I am ridiculously jealous of my friends on 
the middle and lower coast. I’m just like the average guy who sees all the videos 
and pictures on social media depicting the perfect conditions that many anglers 
would kill to have. The one that gets me the most are when its blowing 20-25 
mph in a video and it looks like barely a ripple because the water that’s being 
fished is so shallow. Take the same conditions on the upper coast and you need 
to have the Coast Guard on speed dial to be sure you can get back to the dock. 
I would love to have that type of environment to fish in but the upper coast is a 
different animal, not worse, just different.

On my home waters of Sabine and Calcasieu, the conditions are far from the 
classic scenario that was described earlier, in fact its almost 180 degrees different. 
Basically we have deeper and dirtier water with little to no grass and very little 
sand, so even when the water is clear it looks muddy due to lack of contrast. The 

STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE
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option to wade-fish grass flats 
with potholes turns into drifting 
scattered shell along muddy 
bottoms. Although the patterns 
differ so greatly from venues 
farther to the south we make it 
work despite the challenges. 

Speaking of patterns, the heat 
has finally set in on us and the 
predictable summer patterns are 
now in full swing. One particular 
pattern that draws attention on 
upper coast venues, especially 
Sabine, is chasing flocks of 
gulls and terns that feed over 
schooling speckled trout and 
redfish. For some reason the 
schooling activity seems to be 
more consistent for keeper-
sized fish on upper coast bays 
compared to those farther south. 
In fact, many guides in places 
like Matagorda won’t even stop 
and fish under the birds because 
the catch to keeper ratio is 
decidedly not in their favor. A 
flock of working gulls on Sabine 
or Calcasieu could mean a school 

of fish pushing twenty inches 
or better, so we never pass up 
that opportunity. I have even 
seen speckled trout over eight 
pounds caught under the birds. 
So, as you can easily imagine, 
if I have any say in the matter 
we will always make a stop and 
investigate. 

Fishing under the birds is not 
foolproof by any means and it 
does have its drawbacks – so be 
prepared. If you have a crowd 
in your boat be sure to position 
yourself where everyone is 
casting out of the same side 
in order to minimize risk of 
hooking one another. Also, 
using single-hooked lures, such 
as soft plastics on a jighead, 
with the barb pinched down 
is preferred. The single hook 
is much easier to deal with 
in both a crowd or during a 
frenzy when the fish are active. 
Nothing is more annoying than 
digging hooks out of a landing 
net or each other when you 

Carlin Leavelle prepares to release one of the first speckled trout tagged by Islander Anglers group.

Approaching a school of fish under the gulls means coming in 
from the upwind side and taking care not to spook them.

@BatsonEnterprises

@TeamRainshadow batson@batsonenterprises.com

www.batsonenterprises.com

@BatsonEnterprises

@TeamRainshadow batson@batsonenterprises.com

www.batsonenterprises.com

ROD BLANKS
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Team RainShadow’s Jameson Redding

Rainshadow’s new flagship blank series 
has arrived.  Batson Enterprises is proud 
to bring you Eternity RX10 rod blanks, 
the finest fishing instruments we have 
ever produced for discriminating bass, 
walleye, and inshore anglers.  We’re 
confident you’ll love fishing them as 
much as we do. 
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could be catching fish instead.
Another unwanted hazard that usually comes with chasing fish 

under the birds is inevitably catching a catfish, usually a gafftop 
or sometimes a hardhead. Take great caution when landing and 
unhooking these fish as they will flat ruin your day if you get stuck 
with one of their fins. Be sure to clean any wound thoroughly and 
apply proper first aid, especially with the threat of both infection and 
potentially the vibrio virus.

If for some reason the birds are uncooperative, another pattern that 
draws plenty of attention during the summer is fishing structure. On 
top of the list of pieces of structure has to be the jetties, hands down. 
The jetty systems are fish magnets and can provide some outstanding 
fishing when conditions are right. Tide changes are without a doubt 
the key to probing the jetty as they are usually the first places in the 
lake or bay to feel the influence of the moving water. A good tide 
change right before first light is one of my favorite times to be on the 
rocks with a big topwater or swimbait. Casting parallel to the rocks 
tends to produce better but a perpendicular presentation will also 
work well, especially when throwing jigs and allowing them to bump 
the rocks all the way down. 

Perhaps one of the most overlooked pieces of structure on either 
Sabine or Calcasieu are the shell pads that surround many of the well 
heads in each bay. Many anglers never even attempt to look for these 
hidden gems much less fish them. I was introduced to this pattern 
years ago by good friend Jim Leavelle one day while we fished Trinity 
Bay and I am a believer in the technique. 

Just because you may not have the picture perfect set up doesn’t 

mean you can’t pattern and find fish on your own water. There are 
plenty of options out there as long as you are willing to think outside 
the box and put in the time to get it figured out. Once you run across 
one of these new unexplored areas and begin to have some success it 
will motivate you to find more areas which in turn will make your time 
on the water that much more productive. 
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Chuck’s Tips For Probing Jetty Rocks

It’s all about hooking up!Working shell pads around wellheads is a great option.
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A
fter the past year I’ve concluded that trout and redfish 
must prefer natural bait about a hundred times more 
than artificials. This was reached after countless sessions 
anchored on shorelines, where we slung out frozen 
finger mullet, live and cut pinfish, and sat back. Hooked 
and fought a great many fish, too. In late May and early 

June, we landed 105 redfish in four trips. Only eight or so were undersized, 
and two were oversized. That means a lot of mid-slot redfish, not from the 
jetties, but by making very long casts in four feet of water. Anglers in my 
boat who had never caught a redfish went home worn out. Especially after 
big stingrays and sharks arrived late for these parties, few of which could be 
stopped with 12-pound spin tackle. Or we’d break them off to save time. 

These bigger predators running interference meant it wasn’t all gravy 
fishing, not during summer. We’ve learned to use up our live bait first, before 
resorting to cut or frozen bait. Those big devil rays pick up the scent of cut 
bait easier, and can bust up a good redfish bite, tangling lines and losing 
leaders. Sometimes our four rods become tangled or leaderless, and we don’t 
have a single bait in the water while the redfish are waiting. 

I use thin, black Mustad Ultrapoint 6/0 circle hooks, and they make hooking 
and releasing fish easier. However, they’re left in the stingrays whether we 
work them to boatside, or not. I told people if they’re stuck with one of those 
foot-long stingers, it would ruin their  summer. They’re happy to let me deal 

BaitBaitVSVS



STORY BY JOE RICHARD

ArtificialsArtificials

A frisky, live pinfish appeal 
to both redfish and trout.



at boatside with rays, sharks and catfish, so nobody has been hurt yet. 
Twice, 30-pound leaders have broken only feet away, with the barrel 
swivel flying back in the boat like a bullet. One hit the underside of my 
cap brim, and the other cut my finger an inch beyond the fishing glove. 
I stress everyone should wear protective eyewear in the boat. 

Some of my clients have rarely if ever fished in saltwater. Some can 
barely turn a reel handle on a good fish. Recently, a teenager up in 
the bow was spooled and he stared at the empty reel, dumbfounded. 

From a distance, I wasn’t able to see how much line he’d had left.
Fishing in one spot, anchoring at the bow and stern (to keep my boat 

broadside to the fish) does have its downside. We have occasional boats 
crossing out front either idling slowly, drifting or using their electric 
motor. If someone ever burns our shoreline, they’re going to pick up 30 
yards of mono wrapping their prop. These boats are combing a large 
area, inevitably tossing artificials. None of them ever seems to catch 
anything and they soon leave. During such times we try to look bored, 

disgusted or busy with lunch. Last week 
we had a double-header of redfish hooked 
up, when a boat appeared. We quickly 
pointed rods at the fish and even free-
spooled them. This often results in lost fish 
and sure enough, we only landed one of 
the pair, but it was worth it. 

In the midst of that redfish spree 
mentioned earlier, I’d pick up my favorite 
eight-foot Cabo rod and sling a shiny gold 
spoon way the heck out there where the 
action was going on, but never got a hit. 
I didn’t think that was possible, especially 
in clear green water. Meanwhile my 7-foot 
All-Star rods using bait, were doubled 
up with fish. I stay anchored on that 
shoreline, out of the wind, so the fish have 
no clue we’re there. There is no slap-slap 
of a boat hull on even the smallest waves. 
I later tried anchoring out there closer to 
the fish, where we wouldn’t have to cast 
so far, but couldn’t get a bite. 

On that same shoreline we’ve also 
caught some outrageous trout while 
using bait. The most recent was 27.5 
inches long, caught on a large pinfish 
that survived about 10 seconds. I hadn’t 
even trimmed its prickly fins with scissors, 
either. It made me wonder how many 
years that big black female trout had 
dodged or ignored artificial baits, before 
scarfing down my pinfish. Maybe eight 
years? It was a strong trout that bolted 
like a redfish and pulled plenty of reel 
drag. The circle hook was nicely attached 
at the corner of its jaw and you can bet 
that fish was easily  released. In two feet of 
water, we could watch it revive for a little 
while before heading back out to deeper 
water. It wasn’t the classic MirrOlure-
caught sow trout caught from surf or 
jetties that I prefer, but an impressive fish, 
regardless. May it lay a million eggs each 
year, which they’re capable of.

In previous summers we’ve set out 
baits while Amy stood on the bow with 
some elbow room, stroking one redfish 
after another with her gold spoon. The 
fish were obviously hungry during those 

Happy angler in winter, with a 27-inch 
redfish caught from shore.

Parking a boat on the shoreline offers 
big fish and very often, wind protection.
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tides, but this year with spoons, it’s only been an 
occasional fish. Maybe they’re getting plenty to eat 
this year, but can’t resist a natural snack. 

Another advantage of shoreline fishing is that 
when my people get restless (mostly young guys) 
they can wade and throw spoons, and it’s obviously 
a plus for their day if they wade and catch a red 
on artificials. Another plus is their absence creates 
more room in the boat. But they have to be adept, 
keeping the rod tip high, keeping the spoon above 
that grassy bottom, and set the hook (firmly!) at the 
right moment. It’s a risk to my reels, because people 
usually wind in too much line, and if there is grass 
on the spoon, they strain to reach and clear it off, 
while the reel is way behind them, dangling only 
inches above salt water.

Obviously, poling the flats and sight-casting 
artificials at tailing fish is the ultimate inshore 
experience, and advanced anglers prefer it. The fly 
guys seem content to work all day for only one or 
two fish. Some of them might even think catching 
trout and reds with bait is bogus and sad. However, 
the vast majority of the public are happy enough 
to catch these fish any way they can. For my situation, a couple of fish 
each day is no good; I prefer a slug-fest where people are worn out 
by day’s end. That’s not going to happen often, when they’re handed 
a rod with artificial bait. Real bait works, which explains the huge 

popularity of live croakers and shrimp as bait, which provides serious 
income for marinas that have access to bottom-trawling shrimpboats. 
Many guide boats carry four passengers, and having that many people 
slinging lures all day often could mean a clashing of rods, or a snagged 
angler headed for the ER. 

Our go-to spot in Port O’Connor, while fishing with husbands, wives 
and kids, was always the big jetties. I didn’t buy croakers, but caught 
my own finger mullet or bought live shrimp. Anchor in 20 feet of water, 
fish straight down like you’re snapper fishing, and reel up slot redfish. If 
the tide is moving, which some days it just won’t. Thousands of redfish 
have been taken at those jetties, and there are guides who solely fish 
there. Some no longer use local bait, instead buying boxes of snapper 
bait, such as sardines and cigar minnows. They use baitcasting tackle 
with 20-pound line, which is ideal with so many cruel rocks and snags 
waiting below. (No country for spin tackle). There must be tons of lead 
wedged down in those POC rocks, and quite a few anchors, exceeded 
only by the Galveston jetties.       

Where I fish in shallow water, we don’t lose tackle at all on our 
long casts, except for the darn stingrays and sharks. As coastal waters 
warmed up this summer, it was the price we paid for catching so 
many fish with bait. 
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T Joe Richard has fished the Gulf since 1967, starting out of Port Ar-
thur, but his adventures have taken him up and down the entire coast. 

He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD

Ponderous trout prowl close to shorelines.

Mom and son duo with another redfish from the shoreline. 

 28   |   September 2021



TSFMAG.com   |   29



DON’T GIVE UP BECAUSE IT
LOOKS FRESH!

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

Boy, have we had some rain or what? I’ve dumped 
twenty-six inches from my rain gauge, along with several 
overflows, so my total is less than accurate. Given a 
choice between drought and rain, as regards fishing, I’ve 
always said it’s better to have a lot than too little. I will go 
on record right now though and say we’ve had enough! 

So, what has all this rainfall and fresh water inflow 
done to my fishing game plans? Before I get into the 
meat and potatoes of this article we must consider 
two other major factors. First would be the Covid-19 
pandemic and the second would be the February freeze. 
The effect of both these events on our fishery were very 
significant in my opinion. 

During the pandemic, the Rockport area bays were 
slammed with fishing effort. Great for business once 
Aransas County officials allowed us to go back to guiding. 
Due to restaurants being shut down, I believe visiting 
anglers were keeping more fish than they would have 
under normal conditions. I was still able to convince my 
groups to keep only what they might need for a meal 

or two, but I totally get keeping fish to eat. This was 
especially true when so many eateries were closed and 
selections at grocery stores were very limited. 

Then in February we had the freeze and we know 
what happened there. No areas were spared and some 
experienced very significant losses of trout, redfish and 
black drum. I will go on record and say that I do not 
agree with TPW’s surprisingly low estimates of fish killed 
in the Aransas Bay complex, and I base this on my 2020 
daily catch logs, compared with 2021. And, by the way, 
this is not something I started recently; my daily catch 
logs go back 35 years. 

Now, there is the chance that I am not as good a 
fisherman as I once was, but my bookings are as busy as 
I have always been. Add the fact that I see the catches 
coming to the docks each day. 

Have we had some really good trout days this 
summer? Have we seen strings of days when we did not 
catch them? Are fish mostly absent in some areas? Do I 
believe the fishery will make a speedier recovery than in 

past freeze events? The answer to all these is a 
resounding, yes. So, with all that said; what am 
I doing in my daily game planning that might 
help you catch a few more fish?

We cannot do much about the generally 
lower population numbers except hope for 
good news from TPW’s bag seine surveys to 
declare an uptick in spawning success and 
fingerling recruitment. We should also be 
doing our part in releasing trout and redfish 
to boost the spawning biomass. I have been a 
promoter of keeping only enough for a meal 
or two for many years. In fact, in all the years 
I have been going to Port Mansfield during 
winter we have practiced catch and release 
except an occasional redfish for dinner at the 
Pelican or KJ’s. 

With numbers obviously low, anglers must 
focus on the basics and trust in historically 
proven patterns. I have the luxury of thousands 
of days and conditions in my logs that I can refer 
to. Freezes, droughts, floods, red tide, brown 
tide, blue-green algae, and fishing pressure 
that has increased tenfold over my career. I 
always focus on predominate types of bottom 
structure wherever I am fishing. Most systems 
will have multiple types – grass, shell, etc., and 
all possess some type of shoreline drop-off. 

Hunter Finley…”Do I 
release this one also?”
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My experience this summer suggests that the southern portion 
of Aransas Bay, toward Corpus Christi Bay, fared better during the 
freeze than the rest of the Aransas system. Here we find submerged 
grassbeds and grass flats to be the predominate structure. Next is 
to locate an adequate and dependable food source in the area of 
structure. Water movement (current) is a must-have and deeper-water 
access is also crucial in the equation. 

Water movement is huge when water temperatures reach 85° and 
higher. Another plus is bait staying close and being pushed-pulled 
across structure during tidal movements. This is the formula and 
foundation of my everyday fish locating process. 

Never is this more critical to success than when fish populations are 
low. I am finding fewer numbers of fish in each area but the areas that 
I have cultivated over the years are still consistently holding some fish. 
Some is the keyword. 

September plans will include targeting areas where I have 
numerous suitable spots in close proximity of one another. This 
allows me to stay on the proper structure longer and provides more 
targets. More targets provide more possibilities, more possibilities 
will give us more fish. I saw this scenario play out in ‘83 and in ‘89 and 
I am seeing it again 2021. 

I will not harp too much on the importance of spending longer 
periods in areas where all the right signs are present, even though you 
are getting only a few bites. I will say that the clients that have learned 
to listen to me and practice these methods catch more and better fish. 
By setting up and allowing feeds and patterns to develop around us 
we give ourselves the opportunity to catch the very best fish an area 
has to offer. Post-freeze conditions require that anglers be as educated 
as they can be if success is the goal.

Now add 26-inches of rainfall and runoff to areas already stressed 
by the freeze and fishing pressure. One might think Mother Nature has 
it out for us but she does not. What is happening is happening for a 
reason and nature always seems to find a way. I guess it’s a continued 
evolution of nature and its beings reacting to the conditions placed 
upon them. This would probably be a great topic for a future article. 

Fresh water runoff can be used the same as tidal movements. I 
found myself fishing small drains and inlets that held little water 
before the floods but had become small rivers dumping off the 
shoreline and out of low areas in the marsh. The nutrient load being 
transported into the bays was being consumed by hordes of baitfish, 
and the bait, along with water movement, attracted gamefish.  

During my six-day rainout period with no charters, I found myself 
fishing along Fulton Beach Road in the mouths of the storm drains. 
I caught a few fish and observed many locals doing the same. One 
particular lady from a local trailer park was catching some really 
nice trout but did not want her photo taken. Maybe she thought I 
was some kind of staIker. It was even better in the bays with several 
small drains that I frequent regularly producing numbers of better 
than average trout. As tides receded the size and numbers of fish 
also diminished. 

Fresh water runoff to the extent that we are presently seeing pushes 
and stacks saltwater along windward shorelines and in back lakes. 
Over my career I have seen this many times in the San Antonio Bay 
complex and the many back lakes that lie north and south of Panther 
Point. You should also be conscious of the line where fresh meets 
salt in each bay system. Tidal movements will create lines along the 
shoreline that can stack fish on the higher salinity side of the current 
break or rip. We see good things happen when these lines pull up tight 

Look closely; here we 
have a well-defined fresh/
saltwater stack situation.

Will Mullins…”Fresh 
water; no problem!”
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to shorelines and flood shallow grass with higher salinity water. We 
experienced this very thing recently and for three days it was about 
as good as one could wish…considering all that we have had to deal 
with in 2020 and 2021.

Last but not least, I will relate a tale of thirty years ago, pre-fishing 
a Trout Masters tournament with Mickey Eastman on the northern 
portion of Sabine Lake. Mickey was the tournament promoter and 
ineligible to fish but agreed to take my partner, Lowell Odom, and 
me. Mickey leaned over the gunwale and scooped the tea-stained 
water in his hand and tasted it. Swishing it in his mouth, he spit it out 
and looked at me and proclaimed it to be “perfect.” It looked like iced 
tea but he’d just stuck a three pound trout. When he wasn’t looking I 
leaned over and took a sip. I needed to know what perfect tasted like. 
Thanks to you Mickey, that one sip changed the way I think about 
fishing in fresh water and I have never forgotten the lesson. 

Incidentally, Lowell won that event in the area where Mickey said 
the water was perfect. I finished a close second and we watched 
as Mickey (unable to compete in the event but went out for fun) 

landed and released a 31/32-inch fish that looked huge from our 
vantage point. 

The reason behind this story is to reinforce the importance of not 
giving up because the water looks fresh. Water of suitable salinity is 
heavier than fresh water and typically lies near bottom (and holding 
fish) while the fresh, muddy stuff will be layered on the surface. Other 
times we see a distinct tide line or rip forming where salty water 
is being delivered to an area of predominately low salinity on an 
incoming tide. Now, back to the Mickey story for a second, all the fish 
we caught in the fresh-looking water that day were on topwaters…so 
go figure. Just goes to show you that nothing is ever really set in stone 
with this fishing thing.

The next time you’re on the water try to practice fishing a little 
smarter and see if it makes a difference during these tougher times. 
Please release all the trout and reds you can talk yourself into letting 
swim away. The fishery and your fellow fishermen will appreciate it 
very much.

May your fishing always be catching!  Guide Jay Watkins
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com

Hot Weather and Fresh Water – 
We Can Still Catch Trout

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

roysbaitandtackle.comBLACKMOON  BACKPACKS

DOMINATE THE INSHORE REALM
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Experience the Iceland difference at
www.icelandcooler.com

More cooler, less dollar.
Sound good?

Allow us to give you 7 simple reasons to buy an 
Iceland roto-molded cooler over any other:

1. Every single one of our coolers come with FAR 
more features and accessories than the other brands

2. We offer wheels on 2 large cooler sizes that you are 
going to want wheels on

3. We have a bucket cooler with a beverage spout

44. Unique colors and camo pattern

5. A LIFETIME warranty

6. All of this is done at a price-point that
is far less than the others

7. Fast and FREE shipping

ICELAND ROTO-MOLDED COOLERS,
BASED IN ABILENE, TEXAS.



The Coastal Fisheries Division of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department (TPWD) is tasked with protecting, 
managing, and ensuring the long-term sustainability 
of Texas’ coastal ecosystems marine resources.  That is 
accomplished through, but not limited to, adjusting 
regulations, conducting a long-term fishery monitoring 
program, ensuring habitat protection, building artificial 
reefs, ensuring adequate freshwater inflows, and 
carrying out a stock enhancement program.  Texas 

has four million acres of saltwater, including the bays 
and estuaries, and nine nautical miles into the Gulf of 
Mexico.  These fisheries management tools are all used 
in conjunction to manage the state’s coastal resources.  

The purpose of stock enhancement is to release 
hatchery-reared juvenile fish into the wild to augment 
the natural supply of juveniles and to help optimize 
fishery harvests.  Stock enhancement has been utilized 
in the United States for over 100 years and is used by 

B y  A s h l e y  F i n c a n n o n  |  T P W D  C o a s t a l  F i s h e r i e s ,  C C A 
M a r i n e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C e n t e r ,  H a t c h e r y  M a n a g e r

F I E L D  N O T E S

STOCK ENHANCEMENT: 
A FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
TOOL FOR ALL SEASONS
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fisheries managers to sustain healthy 
populations.  When used together with 
more traditional fisheries management 
tools (e.g., fishing regulations, law 
enforcement, fisheries independent 
& dependent monitoring programs), 
stock enhancement can supplement 
declining fish stocks.  

The release of hatchery-reared fish 
can be an effective tool for supporting 
declining stocks of native fishes.  In 
natural systems, such as coastal bays 
and estuaries, the mortality of larval 
fish is very high.  Hatchery-reared fish 
can successfully survive the dangerous 
developmental stage in an aquaculture 
environment, allowing for a greater 
chance of survival once released 
into the wild.  This process involves 
culturing larvae in indoor tanks 
and rearing juvenile fish in outdoor 
saltwater ponds before releasing them 
into Texas coastal waters.  Also, by 
supplementing wild populations with 
hatchery fish, fisheries can be supported during periods of decreased 
larval survival from harmful algal blooms, severe weather events like 
the February 2021 freeze, or other environmental disturbances.

Texas has been using fisheries enhancement of saltwater fish 
species since the early 1980s.  In response to the steep decline of 
the Red Drum populations in the 1970s, TPWD partnered with the 
Gulf Coast Conservation Association (now CCA Texas) to build the 
world’s largest Red Drum hatchery in Corpus Christi.  This ambitious 
fisheries management plan for Red Drum included changes in 
the bag/size limits, designation of Red Drum as a game fish, and 
a saltwater stock enhancement program that still operates today.  
Texas now has three coastal hatcheries strategically located along 
the coast: the CCA Marine Development Center in Corpus Christi, 
Perry R. Bass Marine Fisheries Research Station near Palacios, and 
Sea Center Texas in Lake Jackson.

By operating three hatcheries along the Texas coast, TPWD can 
stock each bay system in Texas with hatchery-reared fishes spawned 
by captive broodfish collected from the upper, central, and lower 
coast regions.  Annually, around 20-30 million Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout fingerlings (1.5 inch long juvenile fish) are released into 
Texas coastal waters.  Historically, the hatcheries’ focus was Red 
Drum production, with over 787 million fingerlings released to date.  
Through successful management, the Red Drum fishery has made 
a dramatic recovery, with record high population numbers being 
recorded in recent years.  

Today, the focus of Texas saltwater hatcheries has shifted to 
Spotted Seatrout and Southern Flounder production.  Spotted 
Seatrout are one of the most popular game fish in Texas and 
along the Gulf Coast.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) reports that the total annual catch of Spotted 
Seatrout (harvested and released) has averaged over 50 million fish 
each year from 2009 to 2018 in the Gulf of Mexico.  Spotted Seatrout 
populations are also susceptible to environmental disturbances such 

as extreme cold weather and red tide episodes.  As such, the Spotted 
Seatrout is a great candidate for stock enhancement in Texas.  

The Southern Flounder is another highly prized fish for both food 
and recreation. Southern Flounder populations in Texas have been 
decreasing over the past 30 years, resulting in fishing regulation 
changes and the initiation of a stocking program.  Early life stages 
of Southern Flounder can tolerate colder winters than species such 
as Spotted Seatrout, however, young flounder are more sensitive to 
warm weather conditions.  Hatchery production of these fishes in 
controlled environments can help improve poor larval survival rates 
during colder or warmer than usual winters.  

Stock enhancement hatcheries are a useful fisheries management 
tool and have a record of success in Texas.  The release of hatchery-
reared juveniles into wild populations helps augment the natural 
supply of juveniles to rebuild overfished populations and supplement 
weak year classes of fish by overcoming recruitment limitations.  
The February 2021 freeze was one for the record books.  Prolonged 
freezing temperatures caused fish kills along the Texas coast, 
affecting many different species, including notable game fishes such 
as Red Drum and Spotted Seatrout.  Luckily, Texas operates three 
coastal fish hatcheries that raise and release Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout fingerlings.  These TPWD fish hatcheries are actively involved 
in helping jumpstart the recovery process of Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout populations along the Texas coast.  The hatcheries serve as a 
powerful fisheries management tool for all seasons.

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your 
local TPWD Law Enforcement office, 

or tpwd.texas.gov for more info.
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I believe I can speak for all Texans when I say we are 
tired of the rain. This summer has certainly been one 
to remember, and not necessarily in the best of ways. It 
seems that every day for the past two months brought 
rain somewhere along our coast, sometimes several days 
in a row. The only thing that likes this amount of rain is 
the grass in our yards and mosquitoes. However when it 
comes to chasing fish in the marsh, if there is any merit, I 
have been forced to learn new fishing strategies.

It’s no secret that fisherman dread rainy days, 
especially when they fall in succession. When a 
substantial amount of freshwater comes rolling down 
the rivers and into our bays and estuaries, it tends to 
change the fishing patterns. It typically is nothing major 
but it is definitely enough to shift the fish around and 
make it a little more challenging to pinpoint them. 

One of the major lessons I have learned throughout 
this rainy summer is that you have to stay near deeper 
water or channels. I have found that tidal flow is the 
key to making an area more productive than others. 
With the access of deeper water and stronger tide flows 
nearby, it allows water with a higher salinity level into 

the marsh. Even though the water may still be rather 
fresh, a little bit of salt will go a long ways when it 
comes to holding fish. 

Another lesson I have learned when it comes to rainy 
conditions is to avoid going too deep into the marsh. It 
has taken me a few years to put this piece of the puzzle 
together but I am certain of it now. The reason why I 
don’t like going to the remotest and most secluded 
ponds is because I believe that the water generally has 
less oxygen and nutrients in it. I think what happens 
is the rain water filters through our marsh grass and 
takes some of the soil with it. Once it drains into the 
ponds, that water is tainted and the redfish know that 
and leave. The first time I ever saw this was several 
years back and I was on my kayak with a redfish on the 
stringer. She swam around with me all day and was 
healthy as can be until I got further back. I hit a pond 
that I could tell had a slightly different water clarity and 
an odd smell to it; not two minutes later my fish was 
dead; killed it instantly. 

For a while I would go to the marsh and never catch 
or see any fish and I would blame it on the water level. 

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

DEALING WITH RAIN
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Thinking to myself, the water is 
so high they could be anywhere, 
and that’s why I’m not seeing or 
catching anything. The reality of 
the situation was that they had 
left days prior to my arrival. As 
far as my tainted water theory, I 
cannot speak for the middle and 
lower coast but I know for a fact 
that it happens on the upper 
coast. I know that sand is a much 
better filter than marsh mud so 
this may not occur further south.

So, since taking into 
consideration these two factors 
I have had much better luck 
putting a pattern on fish in the 
marsh. Typically I do not pay much 
attention to the tides when I hit 
the marsh but after several days of 
rain, I now study it religiously. I have found that it is much better to 
fish on an incoming tide as this is the best chance to bring in water 
with greater salinity, even if only slightly saltier. The other is fishing 
the primary or secondary ponds fed by a channel or slough. This, 
I believe, allows fish to easily get into the marsh to feed with less 
risk of getting into the tainted (lower salinity) water that lies further 

back. And, after they are done feeding, they can make a short retreat 
back to the refuge of deeper and saltier water.

Here recently I have had a chance to hit the marsh and put my 
theory to the test. Several buddies and I loaded up and went to go 
see what we could find. We arrived to the first pond just after the 
incoming tide began and we were pleased to find plenty of fish 
hanging around the edge of the flowing water. I stuck the Power 
Pole and we began fanning casts with She Dogs across the flat and…
it was on! We caught and released several mid-slot reds on topwaters 
and when that bite dwindled, we switched to spoons and swimbaits. 
Finding the bite again we finished the morning and decided to call it 
early before it got too hot. 

Even though we had a fun time, it took me several long slow 
days to figure it all out. Time on the water is the most valuable and 
rewarding way to gain knowledge. Changing conditions will always 
make fishing tough but once you figure it out, you know exactly 
what to do and where to go in the future. That being said, don’t let 
a few rainy days or excessive freshwater scare you off. The fish might 
have moved but they likely didn’t go far!

C
O

N
TA

C
T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Tips for Fishing the Jetties
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B y  S h a n e  B o n n o t

T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

LOWER LAGUNA MADRE COLD 
WATER SPELL WARNING SYSTEM
The February 2021 winter storm rocked our state and 
had dramatic impacts on coastal resources. As we all 
witnessed in real time, this extreme cold event had 
devastating effects, killing nearly 4 million finfish 
according to original minimum estimates. These 
events are a rare but natural cause of fish kills. As water 
temperatures begin to decline, fishes seek refuge in 
deeper and warmer waters. Unfortunately, not all fish 
make it to warmer waters or reside in a bay system that 
offers multiple locations for refuge. In these situations, 
fish have increased chances of being exposed to critical 
temperatures and are certainly more vulnerable to human 
impact in the few locations that offer thermal refuge. Such 
is the case in the Lower Laguna Madre (LLM).

Since the winter storm there has been a great deal of 
conversation regarding barge traffic in the intracoastal 
and compliance with the voluntary traffic suspension 
in the Lower Laguna Madre. The official name of the 
program that provides guidance on traffic suspension 
is the Lower Laguna Madre Cold Water Spell Warning 
System and the origins of these efforts date all the way 
back to the 1980s with analysis by Dr. David McKee, 
Dr. Hildebrand, and others following the freeze events 
in 1983 and 1989. A mid-2000 grant that included 
funding from Texas Parks and Wildlife and the Coastal 
Conservation Association provided means to measure 
temperature gradients in the Laguna Madre and set-

up a temperature prediction system. This included 
traffic suspension procedures being developed as part 
of a collaboration between the Coastal Conservation 
Association (CCA), Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPW), the Gulf 
Intracoastal Canal Association (GICA) and the Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi Conrad Blucher Institute (CBI).

Here is brief step-by-step process of the current 
procedures:
1. Each year, typically as the first significant cold front 

of the season approaches, officials at CBI e-mail a 
stakeholder group confirming closure readiness and 
closure recommendation if predicted conditions 
warrant action.

2. About 3 days prior to air temperature predicted to 
reach below or close to freezing, CBI will review these 
air temperature predictions, predictive modeling, the 
likelihood of water temperatures to go below the 8°C 
(46°F) threshold for an extensive period (>24 hours) 
and if traffic suspension advice is likely or not.

3. CBI provides an update about every 12 hours until the 
actual traffic suspension recommendation is issued, or 
the watch is canceled (typically 2-3 updates).

4. The traffic suspension recommendation is issued with 
a notice of at least 36 hours. It includes a closure time 
length estimate but not a precise one (newer and 
improved models will help predict further in time). 

5. The traffic interruption recommendation should be at 
least 24 hours and no more than 4-5 days. Historically, 
48 hours is the typical recommended time frame.

6. CBI provides updates on traffic suspension about every 
12 hours during the closure recommendation and 
issues an end of traffic suspension recommendation 
with a notice of at least 24 hours.

For this particular event, CBI officials began monitoring 
predicted air temperatures on February 5th, 9 days prior to 
the onset of critical temperatures. Beginning February 9th, 
daily predictions and analysis were conducted to generate 
the recommended advisory – which was issued on 
Saturday, February 13th at 10:30AM – requesting voluntary 
traffic suspension for 12PM on Sunday, February 14th 
through 10AM on Wednesday, February 17th. 

According to GICA officials, there was 100% compliance 
by GICA members during the latest voluntary suspension. 
There was one tow/barge that resumed ICW operations 
on the afternoon of Wednesday, February 17th, two on 
Thursday, and nine on Friday/Saturday. It is important to 
note that not all barge operators are members of the GICA. 
While the number of non-members is small, it is evident 
that some were not aware of the voluntary suspension 

The damage to fisheries 
wrought by February 2021 
freeze was evident along 
many miles of Texas bay 

shorelines and waterways.
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notice or, most likely, irresponsibly chose not to comply with the recommendation and 
proceeded to navigate through the LLM and Land Cut during the advisory. 

Since the start of the program, with a short interruption around 2015-2016, the CBI 
has provided the modeling and predictions. While current forecasts are still “manual”, 
more sophisticated and automated technologies recently became available and CBI 
officials are working for a large Artificial Intelligence grant (AI2ES.org) that can support 
and improve the modeling efforts. They are also welcoming additional funding to 
expand the program further north. They estimate that they can continue this work for 
the next four years, while long-term funding and outside institutional support (such as 
NOAA) will be required to carry the program into the future. 

One interesting side note to the barge traffic compliance are the results from a 
2007 study, which you can find at https://www.cbi.tamucc.edu/wp-content/uploads/
Laguna-Madre-Temp-Monitoring-Performance-Report.pdf. As noted in this report, 
during cold events the LLM is a homogenous water column with no significant 
water temperature differences observed at depths from 3-feet to 12-feet deep. This 
highlights the value of deeper portions of the ICW, ship channels and ports. If any 
thermocline is going to exist in the LLM, it will be in these locations. As such, reduced 
water column disruption by human activity is even more important. More information 
on the study and report can be found at https://cbi.tamucc.edu/cbi/Predictions/water-
temperature-forecasts/.

Side NoteS aNd LeSSoNS LearNed 
from thiS PaSt eveNt:

1. The critical water temperature for spotted seatrout 
is 42°F and 39°F for red drum. 

2. All the 24-hour air temperature predictions 
averaged too high by nearly 7°F.

3. Water temperatures were at or near critical levels 
much longer than originally anticipated.

4. We need to work with Coast Guard to pass 
along advisories to operators that are not GICA 
members. Non-members must understand the 
compliance with the traffic suspension notice is 
vital to the survivability of fishes and sea turtles 
during these rare events.

5. Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission has 
extended the temporary emergency action for 
spotted seatrout in the Upper and Lower Laguna 
Madre for an additional 60 days. Visit tpwd.texas.
gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20210721a to 
learn more about the rule.

6. Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission will consider 
additional coastal fisheries management actions 
to accelerate the recovery of spotted seatrout, 
working through the statewide regulatory process.

7. The next TPWD Commission meeting is August 
25-26, in which there is an opportunity for open 
public comment.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Texas Fisheries Suffered Widespread 
Damage During February Freeze
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No, I’m not talking about a vacation. I’m talking erosion.
The natural character of sandy beaches is to change 

shape constantly, and the Texas Gulf Coast is among 
the most dynamic coastlines on Earth. The shape of our 
shorelines is influenced by the forces that move sand 
(namely wind, waves, and currents), by the supply of 
sand, and by the shoreline’s setting – whether or not 
it’s sheltered from waves, adjacent to a tidal or storm 
channel, or next to a jetty or seawall, for example. 
According to the Texas General Land Office, the average 
erosion rate along Texas’ 367-mile coastline is 4.1 feet per 
year. But 64% of the Texas coast is eroding at an average 
rate of 6 feet per year (some locations are losing 30 feet a 
year), while only about 7.9% of the coastline is accreting. 
On average, the state loses 235 acres of shoreline each 
year. The highest rate of erosion, 46.2 feet/year, was 
recorded along the 2.5-mile long section of Matagorda 
Island. Relative sea-level rise, local circulation patterns, 
high intensity storms, and lack of sediment supply, 
combined with human activities along developed areas 
of the barrier island, have all contributed to this chronic 
erosion, although the exact measurements of each 
contributing factor is still largely unquantified.

The numbers are derived from studies at the Bureau 
of Economic Geology (established in the 1970s) at 

the University of Texas. The 4.1 feet/year is actually an 
average rate for the upper Texas coast, which is the 
part that’s eroding most rapidly. For the Texas coast as 
a whole, the average rate is about 3.9 feet per year. And 
for the lower coast, it’s about 3.3 feet per year. That’s 
among the most rapid rates of shoreline retreat in the 
United States. Places such as Louisiana and Mississippi 
have higher (more rapid) rates, and places such as 
the West Gulf Coast, the Northeastern Gulf Coast, and 
Florida have lower rates

Those rates are determined by comparing 
topographic charts from the U.S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey in the late 1800s and aerial photographs of the 
coast beginning in 1930 with recent maps produced 
by modern techniques, such global positioning system 
satellites and receivers and airborne laser-based 
systems for remotely mapping swaths of the shoreline. 
By determining past shoreline positions relatively 
accurately and comparing those positions over time, 
scientists can calculate the rates of shoreline change.

Erosion can result in decreased property rates 
of homes and businesses, which can be significant 
considering almost 40% of the U.S. population lives 
near a coastal area. In addition, ports, roads, and 
other infrastructure can be at risk, and farming and 

S T E P H A N I E  B O Y D

F I S H Y  F A C T S

SHORELINE RETREAT

Galveston Island, 9/16/08. Aerial view of damage caused 
by Hurricane Ike. Photo by Jocelyn Augustino/FEMA.gov.
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fishing industries can be affected. Also, healthy beaches, dunes, and 
wetlands help protect the coast. Without them, hurricanes would be 
even more destructive. Even a one-foot rise over the next 80 years 
— which is a relatively low estimate — would be detrimental. That 
one foot could cause a 200-foot retreat in shoreline. From 2000-2019, 
surveys by the Bureau of Economic Geology show that some of the 
areas most affected by beach erosion include the coastline just west 
of Sabine Pass along the Texas Point and McFaddin National Wildlife 
Refuges; parts of Follet’s Island; the area around the Brazos River 
mouth; the thin barrier island lining the San Bernard National Wildlife 
Refuge and East Matagorda Bay, as well as parts of the Matagorda 
Peninsula; and Padre Island.

People often assume that the environment they live in is going 
to be stable over time. But anyone who’s been to a beach knows 
that the beach is a dynamic environment that changes from hour 
to hour and day to day with tidal cycles, wave energy, wind, storms, 
etc. To understand and predict the rate of change, scientists have to 
distinguish between long-term, short-term, and episodic changes, 
and to understand their causes. Long-term change occurs over tens to 
thousands of years. Short-term change refers to movement occurring 
over several seasons, up to a few decades. Episodic change occurs 
from a single storm.

Long-Term Change

Shorelines along the Texas coast have been retreating for most of 
the last 20,000 years (during the last glacial-interglacial cycle). The 
peak of the last glaciation was about 20,000 years ago. At that time, 
sea levels were approximately 325 to 400 feet lower than today, and 
the shorelines were out near the edge of the continental shelf. As 
that glaciation ended, the melting of all those glaciers and ice sheets 
increased the amount of water in the oceans, and the sea level rose 
rapidly until about 5,000 years ago. They’ve continued to rise at a 
slower rate during these last 5,000 years, so most of the shorelines 
along the Texas coast (and the Gulf of Mexico as a whole) have been 
eroding naturally for the last 20,000 years.

The long-term rise in relative sea level has moved the shoreline 
along the upper Texas coast by simply inundating it – the shifting 
action of waves and currents slowing moving the shoreline landward. 
Relative sea-level rise has also limited sand supply to the coast by 
drowning ancient river valleys and forming the coastal bays, such as 
Galveston and Matagorda Bays. Rivers that used to supply sand to 
the beaches now dump their sand at the heads of these bays where 
it is kept from reaching the open coast, and there’s not much sand 
left offshore to resupply eroding beaches due to the natural geologic 
setting of the Texas coast. Generally, the sand turns to mud within 2.5 
miles of the shoreline. Thus, nature has created a shoreline that is low 
in sand supply and that is undergoing long-term relative sea-level rise. 
For these reasons, the shoreline will continue to undergo long-term 
retreat unless human intervention prevails. Global average rates of sea 
level rise for the last century are from about 1 to 3 millimeters per year. 
On the Texas coast, that causes submergence of low-lying marshes 
and tidal flats. It also brings wave energy up higher on the beach, 
increasing the erosion potential.

Shoreline retreat also serves as a ‘canary in the mine’ for monitoring 
global climate change. Retreat rates are influenced by sea-level rise, 
which of course is related to global warming – regardless of the cause, 

whether natural or human-induced. It’s certainly a fact that sea level 
is rising. That rise affects shoreline change rates along the Texas coast, 
and scientists get clues about climate change and sea-level rise by 
monitoring shoreline positions.

Short-Term Change

Shoreline change that occurs over a few decades or less can be quite 
variable and contrary to the long-term trend, making it difficult to 
predict. One portion of the coast may be experiencing retreat while 
just a few miles away, stable or advancing conditions may prevail. A 
shoreline that has retreated over the last 100 years may experience 
periods of advance, as is the case for several locations along 
Matagorda Peninsula since the 1930s. However, though a particular 
beach may have been advancing or stable over the last several years, 
if it has been retreating over the long term, then the retreat will 
eventually resume over the short term, without human intervention. 

In addition to global sea level rise, there is a contributing factor 
on the Texas coast called subsidence, a natural compaction of 
unconsolidated sediments. The sediments’ own weight causes the 
ground surface to sink. Much of the Texas coastal plain is composed 
of unconsolidated sediments – sand, silts, and clays that have not 
been hardened into a rock. These loose sediments can be dug up by 
hand or pulled apart with a shovel or a rake. They’re not lithified like 
granite, sandstone, or shale, though they might eventually compact 
into those forms. Usually, unconsolidated sediments on the shore are 
pushed and pulled by the wind-generated waves, augmented by the 
tidal cycle, causing normal, natural shoreline erosion. But subsidence 
can be accelerated by removal of fluids, such as ground water 
withdrawal or oil and gas production. In ground water withdrawal, 
water moves from clay particles into sandy reservoirs, and then the 
clay compacts, causing the strata to thin in the area above where the 
water is being pumped from. In production from relatively shallow 
oil and gas reservoirs, those reservoirs are under pressure when 
they’re being produced and that pressure declines over time. Some 
of that pressure may have helped hold up the sediments above the 
reservoirs, so when it declines, the land above the reservoirs sinks. 
Land subsidence effectively leads to a higher rate of relative sea level 
rise – i.e., sea levels rise relative to the local land surface, and those 
artificially inflated levels can be higher than the globally averaged 
rates of sea level rise.

Episodic Change

Shoreline retreat is not always a continuous and steady process. 
Tropical storms and hurricanes along the upper Texas coast can move 
the shoreline more than 100 feet in a day. A particular shoreline with 
a retreat rate of 6.5 feet/year would normally take 60 years to move 
400 feet landward. A single storm, however, could cause most of this 
movement in one go. Dramatic shoreline recovery often lasts months, 
or years, following such a storm, but it’s usually incomplete – the 
shoreline remaining significantly altered from its pre-storm position. 
There are also storms that affect the coast only by creating elevated 
tides and strong wind-driven waves. Storm surges move a tremendous 
amount of sediment around. Some of that sediment leaves the system 
completely and isn’t available for the beach to recoup once the storm 
has passed. These sediments are hauled off into deeper water or 
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deposited further ashore as overwash deposits.
Texas has a variety of shoreline types that are constantly shifting 

and mostly retreating landward, resulting in loss of public and private 
property and important natural habitats such as beaches, dunes, and 
marshes. To address this dilemma, the Texas Legislature passed the 
Coastal Erosion Planning and Response Act (CEPRA) in 1999, authorizing 
the Texas General Land Office (GLO) to conduct a coastal erosion 
response program. In support of the program, the Bureau of Economic 
Geology (BEG) coastal researchers identify and study eroding areas 
along the Gulf of Mexico and coastal bay shorelines of Texas, analyze 
shoreline movement rates and causes, and update a comprehensive, 
digital database of historical shoreline positions and average annual 
rates of shoreline movement – available to the public online.

The BEG Coastal Studies Group also runs the Texas Shoreline 
Change Project, which oversees the aforementioned online resource 
containing maps depicting historical Gulf and selected bay shoreline 
change rates along segments of the Texas shoreline. This data is 
published and maintained by the BEG through funding assistance 
from the GLO as required by the CEPRA statute (Texas Natural 
Resources Code §33.607(b)-(d)), which requires the Texas Land 
Commissioner, in consultation with the BEG, to monitor historical 
erosion rates on an ongoing basis and publish historical erosion rate 
data for public consumption.

Shoreline retreat is a threat to people only because coastal 
populations and infrastructure have increased exponentially in the 
last few decades. Once someone builds a home or a business on 
the low land along the Texas coast, they’re at risk from storm surge 
and shoreline retreat. Many homes have been built in aesthetically 
desirable locations, right on the beach edge, only to find themselves 
on the beach itself within a few years as a result of shoreline retreat 
and storm erosion. In Texas, the Open Beaches Act protects public 
access to the beach, so when structures end up on the beach due to 
erosion, they are restricting the public access to that beach. (Unique 
among most states, Texas maintains a “rolling easement” on the Gulf 
shores to protect public access to the state’s beaches.) Unfortunately, 
there aren’t many practical options for mitigating the effects of 
shoreline erosion. In some areas, such as the city of Galveston, the 
construction of engineered structures like the seawall slow shoreline 
retreat. Breakwater structures can be placed along canal shorelines 
to reduce wave action from barge traffic. Beach nourishment is 
another means used to combat erosion. Other tactics reduce the 
coasts’ susceptibility to erosion include proper vegetation strategies 
(vegetated terraces or mounds built in eroded marshes and wetlands 
can reduce wave energy, improve water clarity, and limit further loss 
of shoreline since plant roots are capable of binding sand grains 
and providing increased stability) and boosting naturally occurring 
microbes that can strengthen and stabilize beach sands.

Of course, the barrier islands on the Texas coast are the first line 
of defense for inland areas against erosion from tropical storms and 
hurricanes, largely because they’re big sandy features that have well-
developed dunes behind the beach. In some cases, those dunes are 
the highest point for miles around – a natural sea wall. However, the 
dunes aren’t well-developed along the entire coast. Areas like the 
upper Texas coast don’t necessarily have well-developed dunes, owing 
to a lack of sediment supply, long-term erosion, and the impacts of 
recent storms in those areas. Dunes are always damaged by major 
storms, and they take a while to recover. Hurricane Ike struck the 

upper Texas coast in 2008, and though it was only a Category 2 storm, 
it caused a tremendous amount of beach and dune damage along the 
upper Texas coast. That part of the shoreline is still recovering from Ike, 
and some areas will never fully recover.

The Texas coast, and really the whole Northern Gulf of Mexico, is a 
naturally dynamic environment, and has been for as far as we can look 
into the past. It’s a constantly changing zone that, even though we live 
here, most of us aren’t completely accustomed to. We have our piece 
of land surveyed and expect it’s going to stay there for our lifetime, 
and many generations after – and that’s just not the case on the Texas 
coast, as many have learned the hard way. You can plant your flag on 
a slice of land, but waves and sea levels and storms don’t pay much 
attention to survey markers.

Where I learned about shoreline retreat, and you can too!

Bureau of Economic Geology
www.beg.utexas.edu/research/programs/coastal/the-texas-shoreline-change-
project
coastal.beg.utexas.edu/shorelinechange2012/

Texas General Land Office
glo.texas.gov/coast/coastal-management/coastal-erosion/index.html
glo.texas.gov/coast/coastal-management/forms/files/coastwide-erosion-
response-plan.pdf

TPWD
tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wetlands/central-coast/erosion.phtml

University of Houston
uh.edu/~jbutler/physical/coastal/shorelinechange.html

EarthSky
earthsky.org/earth/jeffrey-paine-retreating-shoreline-along-texas-gulf-coast

USGS
www.usgs.gov/media/before-after/shoreline-retreat-corpus-christi-texas

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
coastalresilience.tamu.edu/home/wetland-protection/policy-framework/
bay-and-ocean-side-submerged-lands-some-fundamental-differences-in-law-
and-management/the-texas-open-beaches-act-an-exceptional-example-of-a-
rolling-easement/

Texas A&M Today
today.tamu.edu/2020/10/27/texas-am-expert-storms-worsening-states-beach-
erosion-problem/

Beachapedia
www.beachapedia.org/State_of_the_Beach/State_Reports/TX/Beach_Erosion

FindLaw
codes.findlaw.com/tx/natural-resources-code/nat-res-sect-33-607.html

Surfside’s disappearing beaches

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

TIGER TALES
For dedicated shark fishermen, it seems twelve months 
culminate in one epic moment in time.  At the end 
of every summer, mega beasts which star in anglers’ 
dreams reach their peak of abundance in the surf.  In 
mythical proportions, these monsters exceed even the 
beefy bulls and lightning quick hammers; no sharks 
move the hearts of more anglers than giant tiger 
sharks, the undisputed kings of the Lone Star State’s 
coastal waters. 

Mature tigers are our longest, heaviest sharks, and they 
have appetites which match their impressive size.  Texas 
has been home to these magnificent creatures since 
the dawn of time, and every summer they make their 
presence known to people who venture down to the 
beach to try and encounter them. This is the only shark 
species I’ve dreamed of catching which also haunts me 
in my nightmares.  All committed shark hunters have a 
thing for monster tigers; the obsession we know as shark 
fishing singularly leads to this very species. 

The seemingly magical allure of these apex predators 
stems from their size, appetite and appearance.  Most 
tigers landed on Texas beaches measure at least 
seven feet in length, many closer to nine or ten.  Folks 
sometimes wrestle giants measuring twelve feet or 
more onto the shore!  Whether a seven or a twelve 

Craig Bayer’s late-night 
tiger was a monster.

Young Colton 
Bayer poses with 

his third tiger 
landed with Oz.
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footer, a tiger is a tiger, and most anglers experience ecstasy when 
landing one.  Smaller tigers look more attractive; they have more 
vividly colored stripes.  The awe-inspiring heft of the big ones 
provides an entirely different kind of thrill; landing a smallish tiger 
and landing a massive female are much different angling feats, 
but any photo of an angler with a lit-up tiger provides a lasting, 
unforgettable memory. 

My personal history with tigers goes back many years.  When 
I first got into the sport, I considered catching a tiger to be the 
pinnacle milestone for a career.  Landing my first one felt like 
earning a badge of honor, winning the Super Bowl or claiming 
Olympic gold.   Like many others, I spent several years trying before 
earning my first set of stripes.  When I did, the feeling exceeded 
both the hype and the anticipation. 

Back in the early 2000s, we still 
fished with somewhat antiquated 
gear.  Lever-drag trolling reels and 
quality braided lines really did not 
appear on the beach back then.  
We were just entering a point of 
transition in the sport, with game-
changing advances in technology 
looming on the horizon.  I adapted 
well to those changes and caught 
my first tiger sixteen years ago, 
several years after I started regularly 
and seriously fishing for sharks in 
the surf.  Since then, I’ve landed 
about twenty-five more of the 
memorable brutes, and put clients 
on an additional fifteen or so. 

Big tigers are often abundant in 
the surf this time of year, mostly 
because of the availability of a 

favorite food source.  The hungry hunters venture into the surf 
during late-summer to feed on stingrays, which are there giving 
birth to their young.  Both giant southern and roughtail stingrays 
roam the shallows during the day, feeding on crabs and shrimp while 
preparing to give birth to as many as a dozen hand-sized babies.  
When darkness falls, the tigers go on the prowl to ambush the rays. 

All this coincides with a reduction in numbers of smaller sharks 
in our surf.  With shrimp season peaking, many of the other species 
venture offshore to take easy meals behind culling shrimp boats.  For 
these reasons, anglers who bait strong hooks with large chunks of 
stingray can expect to have their best chance of getting a tiger to 
bite during the months of August and September.

While tiger sharks are most numerous in the surf in the latter parts 
of the summer, they can be caught in most any month.  I’ve caught 

Alexis Anthony with a beautiful 
tiger shark – summer 2021.

Oz wrestles a very large tiger 
back into the surf. Sorry for the 
blurry image but a successful 

release is more important than 
a perfect photo-op.
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them as early as March and tagged one as late as December.  As 
the calendar marches into autumn, the appetites of these creatures 
tends to change.  The first major cold fronts get another of the tigers’ 
favorite prey moving—the jack crevalle.  In November, when the 
army of jacks storms the beach, we often see another run of tigers on 
their tails, sometimes including our largest sharks of the year.

Jackfish have long been a favorite bait for anglers who fish the 
beach.  In the past, most who used jacks to attract the attention of 
sharks rigged them on stout J-hooks, which are now banned for 
shark fishing.  Two years ago, TPWD passed a regulation that requires 
the use of non-offset, non-stainless circle hooks for shark fishing.  
Rigging methods have quickly evolved, and anglers now generally 
prefer using cut chunks of the jacks, which stay on the circle hooks 
much better than whole fish. 

Fishing for tigers in the surf started off somewhat slow this 
year.  It’s not uncommon to see one or two landed before the end 
of May, with more in June.  This year, during that time frame, we 
experienced two episodes of heavy rains, producing twelve and 
seventeen inches in succession, which sent lots of cold freshwater 
flowing into the Gulf, up and down the beach.  Over time, the dirty, 
cooler water mixes in completely with the salt, but while the water 
stays brown, tigers tend to avoid the shallows in the first few guts.  
Tigers love warm, clear water, and we didn’t have much of that in 
the surf at the end of spring.

 When conditions returned to normal early in the summer, 
and the water finally cleared, the tiger catching action improved 
accordingly.  In a short amount of time I managed to put seven 

tigers on the beach, establishing a new personal record when four 
of these came on a single charter!  My clients are always happy 
as clams when big sharks hit the beach.  Late at night, when the 
tantalizing slow clicking drags start to steadily roll, we feel a kind 
of excitement like nothing else in fishing; they’re the moments we 
dream of and live for. 

I’ve become increasingly efficient in the shark game and have 
been fortunate to tangle with my share of tigers.  These days, I do 
my best to help other anglers earn their first set of stripes during my 
charters.  While we’re at the tail end of summer, I highly recommend 
contacting me to set up a trip in November.  With the right kind 
of weather, it’s my favorite time of year to head out onto the Texas 
beaches.  With any luck, it’s also a perfect time to experience the 
power and beauty of the mighty tiger.
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For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com
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Seaand the TM

Many microbes perform a key function in the cycle of life: breaking 
down dead and decaying organisms. But this important process often 
releases methane, a greenhouse gas that traps heat in the atmosphere 
25 times more effectively than carbon dioxide. Now, however, a team 
of researchers from The University of Texas at Austin’s Marine Science 
Institute, working with scientists in China and The University of 
California at Berkeley, have discovered a new group of microbes that 
break down organic matter without producing methane. 

 

The new microbes, named Brockarchaeota in honor of microbiologist 
Thomas Brock, live in environments with extreme heat. The researchers 
weren’t able to grow the microbes or examine them under a microscope, 
so they gathered their genetic material from hot springs in China and 
hydrothermal sediments in the Gulf of California. They used these 
samples to reconstruct the microbes’ genome—the complete set of 
their genes. By piecing together the genes and comparing them to 
data already in genetic databases, the scientists found that remnants 
of these microbes had been discovered all over the world, from hot 
springs in South Africa to Yellowstone in Wyoming to soil at the bottom 
of lakes in Indonesia and Rwanda. 

The complete genome revealed that Brockarchaeota are part of a 
larger group of microbes called archaea—except Brockarchaeota 
use a different process to break down organisms than most archaea. 
Brockarchaeota do it without producing methane. This discovery has 
important implications for scientists studying climate change because 
these microbes don’t contribute greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. 
Further research may reveal ways these microbes could help future 
developments in biotechnology or biofuels.

Climate-friendly Microbe Munchers

Tengchong Yunnan hot springs in China, where some of the newly 
described Brockarchaeota microbes were collected. Credit: Jian-Yu Jiao 
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NEW
Gone Coastal Jewelry

Starbrite Spider Away

Pure Fishing: Hardy Zane Pro 
Rod and Carbon Reel

After four years and many failed fishing trips, Gone 
Coastal Jewelry is now very excited to announce our 
newest signature piece, the Tarpon Scale Pendant. 
We designed the pendant by making a mold from 
the original scale and cast it in Sterling Silver, hand-
painted with enamel of the original colors of the 
tarpon that was caught and released. 

www.GoneCoastalJewelry.com

Spider Away is a non-toxic way to get rid of spiders without killing them. 
Safe for you and your family, but also safe for spiders! Spider Away does not 
kill spiders and instead deters them from areas so that they are still free to 
keep other pests at bay.

Using a proprietary blend of all-natural ingredients, such as peppermint 
oil, Spider Away is an effective, long-lasting formula without any of the worry 
that comes with traditional chemical products. Learn more at starbrite.com.

www.Starbrite.com

Hardy Zane Pro Rod: The Zane Pro continues Hardy’s tradition of high-performance 
saltwater rods. With Sintrix 440 resin system and high modulus carbon fibers, 

this rod cuts through wind for more precise casts. Ceramic-lined Recoil Titanium 
stripper guides and snakes allows for larger knots and line. One of the most 

durable and successful rods for tarpon and permit anglers alike! 
Hardy Zane Carbon Reel. Hardy Zane Carbon is lightweight; perfectly built for 
handling anything from bonefish or seatrout to permit and tarpon. The regulated 

hard indent drag system allows anglers to create the perfect drag resistance to fight whatever species is 
at the end of the line. The anodized finish helps keep it from weathering in the saltwater environment. 

www.HardyFshing.com
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P R O D U C T S

Frogg Toggs FTX 
Armor Technical Suit

Olukai Lae’ahi Pa’i

Yeti Camino

Designed through collaboration with one of bass fishing’s top-ranked 
anglers, Jacob Wheeler, and arriving in spring 2022, Frogg Toggs’ FTX 
Armor cold-weather technical suit provides Pilot Pro performance 
for a more aggressive style of fishing. The FTX Armor suit features a 
lightweight, athletic silhouette for comfort and ease of movement. 
The exterior consists of a Teflon® DWR-coated polyester that’s durable, 
breathable, lightweight, abrasion-resistant, and supple on the outer 
layer. The middle layer is a DriPore Gen2 PLUS® that takes water holdout 
and breathability to new extremes. Finally, the inner layer is a soft, 
smooth, nylon taffeta that provides a light, cool-wearing experience. 
And all at a very conservative price of $300 for both jacket and bibs. 

www.FroggToggs.com

Available at Fishing Tackle Unlimited’s three Houston stores; meet the Pacific Camo Collection. 
Olukai has revamped their lightweight, breathable, and easy-to-wear Lae’ahi Pa’i slip-on sneaker 
with a print inspired by wild Hawaii. It’s the everyday beach sneaker you didn’t see coming. 

www.FishingTackleUnlimited.com

The Camino is built to be waterproof to take 
on splashes, puddles, and mud. It’s over 
engineered to be durable enough to take 
on any snag or pull. It now has deployable 
dividers, designed to keep every piece of 
gear in its place as you haul yourself to your 
next adventure, stands up without any 
additional cardboard or packaging and has 
two organizing zip pockets for smaller items. 

www.Yeti.com
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This past February brought nearly a week of bone-chilling cold to the 
Texas coast. Shallow bay water temperatures plummeted into the 30s for 
several days. Sadly, a lot of fish died. Speckled trout possess a markedly 
low tolerance for survival in these conditions and the Laguna Madre 
was hit particularly hard. In response, Texas Parks and Wildlife enacted 
emergency fishing regulations to conserve the spawning biomass that 
made it through the event. 

So, fishing’s been tougher than normal in many areas; just ask any 
veteran angler who frequents the mid-coast or Laguna Madre. Many 
fishing guides and conservation-minded anglers were quick to pledge 
complete catch and release for specks to enable the fishery to recover. 
Through all this, the question of whether fishing tournaments were still a 
good idea jumped right to the front page.

Long story short – the answer is yes. Fishing tournaments can 
continue so long as the formats are adjusted to reflect the condition 
of the fishery in which we are participating. The story I want to relate is 
notable in this regard.

Ron Hoover RV and Marine’s Donna dealership had scheduled a fishing 
tournament to take place in spring 2020. Then came the Covid pandemic 
and a series of postponements. Eventually, with no hope for pulling it off 
last year it was rescheduled for July 24-25 2021. 

The Hoover team rolled up their sleeves and did a lot of thinking 
outside the box to create a format that was both fishery-friendly and 
challenging for participants, and for this they are to be commended. 
Speckled trout remained on the program, but with teams of four anglers 
submitting only one speck between 17-20 inches. The redfish category 
was trimmed similarly with a very tight slot length of 20-21 inches. The 
redfish stringer was limited to two fish of that length, although a third 
red of TPW-legal length could be submitted in the “most spots” contest. 
The icing on the cake for this event was the encouragement for anglers 
to keep their catch alive for release after weigh-in.

Long about now you might be wondering whether a tourney of 
such downsized proportions might still be challenging for anglers. 
Well, we fished it, and it was VERY challenging! In my view, anglers who 
demonstrate the ability to catch the MOST fish are also likely to catch the 
RIGHT fish, no matter the size restrictions. And isn’t catching the right fish 
what competitive fishing is all about in the first place?

    A New Generation of
Fishing Tournaments

The use of fish bags by 
wading anglers, such as 
the one shown here by 

Foreverlast Hunting and 
Fishing Products, has 
become very popular 

with anglers wanting to 
keep their catches alive 
until they can be placed 

in the live-well.

Lots of excitement at Weigh-In; anglers presenting 
live fish were advanced to the head of the line.

The weigh-in crew were very professional 
and took great care in handling live fish.

Raffle prizes included this brand new RV from Ron Hoover.

Another great raffle prize; 
a brand new Majek boat, 
motor and trailer – ready 

to go fishing!
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so ready.

so padre

Your island is calling you. And so are the fish. So grab your 
gear and head on down for some well-deserved island time. 
Start fishing at sopadre.com/fishing.

21-SPI-0260-Texas Saltwater Fishing].indd   121-SPI-0260-Texas Saltwater Fishing].indd   1 3/30/21   2:31 PM3/30/21   2:31 PM

The Hoover tournament was a tremendous success with 140 teams 
(approximately 500 anglers) packing the South Padre Convention Center 
auditorium Friday evening for the captain’s meeting and again on 
Saturday for awards and raffle prizes. Everybody enjoyed the food and 
the live entertainment was a big hit as well. How could you not enjoy the 
Spazmatics and their high-energy rock and roll performance?

In addition to all the cash prizes in the various fishing categories, 
topping the list of raffle prizes was a brand-new RV and a Majek boat-
motor-trailer package – tough decision for the two lucky winners. Crowd 
reaction during the grand prize raffles was wild, everybody shouting 
what the winner should choose, like we see on TV game shows. 

Fifty teams weighed their catches. The weigh-in team were very 
professional and took great care as a considerable number of the 50 
reds and 27 trout were released successfully to continue growing 
and spawning.

Just a quick aside; we fished the event with Capt. Ernest Cisneros and 

we managed to keep all our fish alive for the weigh-in. While preparing to 
remove them from the live-well he gazed down proudly and remarked…
this is how all tournaments should be conducted! I couldn’t agree more. 

Hats off to Dustin Hoover and his team for a very well organized and 
entertaining fishing tournament!

Welcome Hoover Tournament anglers!
The Spazmatics put on fabulous show!

The huge auditorium at South Padre 
Convention Center was packed both evenings.
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Catching Texas legal trout with any 
consistency has been a challenge this 
summer and Mother Nature has not 
made the chore any easier!

The heat is all but unbearable 
after nine o’clock in the morning 
and coupled with daily afternoon 
thunderstorms it limits the 
time allowed to piece together 
a productive pattern. The 
accompanying lightning also 
eliminates any thoughts of hanging 
around hoping the approaching 
storm will miss you.

Fresh water continues to pose a 
minor problem as well, especially on 
the north end of the Sabine system, but 
we generally do better when it is local 
rain rather than having to deal with the 

impoundments making large pool adjustments.
Everything I thought I knew about salinity, however, is a wash…no 

pun intended. Our deep water bite (22-25 ft.) in the river remains non-
existent and the fact that local bass fishermen are catching bass at that 
depth would indicate that the salinity level is non-existent as well.

I am even more confused after fishing virtually every technique 
and lure that worked in the past in the main lake. Eight feet is deep 
in Sabine Lake so virtually every cast passes through the entire 
water column.

Assuming that saltwater is heavier than fresh water, I have targeted 
what is left of small clumps of oyster shell dotting the bottom. I don’t 
expect the trout to be hanging on every clump, but on more than 

one occasion I have been crawling a tail across the shell only to have 
another boat pull up and catch trout on topwaters!

For that reason alone, I am now more receptive to the idea that 
entire pockets of water may have adequate salinity levels from top to 
bottom. Most of my trout have been small, twelve to seventeen-inch 
fish, but when we stumble up on them we are as likely to catch them 
under a cork as we are crawling a tail across the bottom.

Due to lighter fishing pressure which yields fewer helpful 
reports, we are left to figure things out on our own and that means 
eliminating a lot of barren water. Knowing where the fish “aren’t” 
saves a lot of time!

When reading this column, remember that I spend very little time 
south of the Causeway and that is a whole different game!

I have not regularly targeted trout since finding some very decent 
fish running the north revetment wall following the freeze. I am still 
finding a few fish on the east shoreline and in the passes on the north 
end, but the size does not merit the effort for me.

Without exception, throwing a small topwater in the middle of 
school fish or “dead sticking” a tail rigged on a quarter ounce head has 
worked the best. You literally have to only move your bait an inch or 
two and leave the rest to the trout. It has worked for us when I would 
have sworn there wasn’t a fish in the area.

The usually dependable redfish bite in the marshes has slowed 
down, but there are still small groups hanging tight to the taller grass 
lining the shoreline. You can eliminate a lot of wasted casts by paying 
attention to the birds when fishing this pattern.

Not gulls in this case; red-winged black birds perched on a reed 
just above the water is all but a sure bet that a redfish or sometimes 
a flounder is running shad up on the bank. Several egrets patrolling a 
very small section of shoreline can be equally rewarding.

You can usually fool these fish with a topwater or gold weedless 
spoon, but I prefer to use spinning gear 
and throw a three-inch swimbait or one-
eighth ounce curly-tail grub soaked in a 
scent or tipped with shrimp. The “smaller” 
approach increases your odds of duping 
those energetic flounder as well.

While I would bet that it is only going 
to get hotter and the storms will intensify 
this month, I would also bet that we 
start seeing more schools of slot reds 
schooling in the open lake.

The flounder bite has been the saving 
grace for me this summer. Drains on 
outgoing tides are always good spots, 
but we have done very well just fishing 
points on the shoreline. Once again, 
light gear and small lures are a good 
combination.

Kids just love throwing the lighter 
tackle and every tug of war is a 
memorable experience. Include lots of 
water and sun protection and don’t make 
this an endurance test for them!

DICKIE COLBURN’S Sabine Scene

Dickie Colburn is a full 
time guide out of Orange, 
Texas. Dickie has 37 years 
experience guiding on 
Sabine and Calcasieu Lakes.

Telephone
409-883-0723
Website
www.sabineconnection.com
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Catching reds between the storms.

 52   |   September 2021



TSFMAG.com   |   53



Light north winds in late summer 
means two things – the surf is flat and 
hunting season is upon us.  

The Gulf gave up great catches in 
July and August; and, though many 
anglers discount the surf in September, 
those same trout we caught in August 
are still in the first gut in 
September (along with a few 
more redfish).

Boaters tossed baits in 
the first gut at daylight, but 
those willing to brave the 
heat really worked on trout 
around midday as tides 
fell and trout eased off the 
beach and staged on the 
edge of the second gut in 
about five feet of water.

When the surf produces, 
so does the bay; and, often 

boat traffic is light because everyone is in the Gulf.  There 
are some days when the surf is so hot that the bays are 
devoid of boats.

The south shoreline of West Matagorda Bay has been 
pretty solid all summer. Sand and grass flats closer to the Port 
O’Connor jetty and Pass Cavallo are traditionally good this 
month on She Pups, Super Spook Jrs and Down South Lures. 

Out of the boat, never discount Half-Moon Reef in West 
Bay as it has been on fire all summer while drifting with live 
shrimp under a popping cork.

Redfish guides in Matagorda know things get tough 
when water temps reach the upper 80s and tides fall 1-2 
feet below normal during the summer. However, swelling 
September tides offer more real estate for redfish and 
allow all captains a chance to float the backwaters where 
autumn redfish roam.

The best pattern this summer for redfish has been drifting 
in the middle of East Matagorda Bay. All those redfish on the 
south shoreline had no choice but to fall to the deep shell in 
the middle of the bay. 

The jetty should be great for reds in September. Most of 
the fish are near the bottom and best on live baits like finger 
mullet and large table shrimp. 

We will be casting and blasting with dove early this 
month and then teal hunting Sept.11-26. Rains this summer 
have sweetened our marshes and provided excellent habitat 
for aquatics to thrive, thereby giving our waterfowl lots of 
food to sustain through the winter.

A word of advice: If you can get your hands on steel shot, you better 
buy it. We have become numb to shortages since 2020, and waterfowl 
loads are no exception. Don’t expect to head to the store the day 
before your hunt and pick up shells.

Please, please, please continue to err on the side of conservation 

for our oceans, bays and estuaries. Attitudes must change if we want 
to keep our Texas waterways sustainable for the booming population 
Texas produces. 

As professional charter captains we must step up and preach more 
catch and release. Attitudes are changing for the better but there is 
more room for improvement. We can’t continue to take, take, take and 
expect the bay to give, give, give. Please release more than you take.

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Matagorda September: Doves-
Teal-Lots of Good Fishing
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Call us for custom buildings and homes on your own property!

361-576-3825 Office | 361-576-3828 Fax
36 Hunters Circle, Victoria, TX 77905

www.RafterJConstruction.com

Barndominiums • Metal Buildings • Boat and Mini 
Storage • Metal Frame Homes • Commercial Buildings

“We contracted the construction of the TSFMag office 
building with Farrell Jackson. Jackson also built my son’s bay 
house here in Seadrift. We were completely satisfied with 
both projects…a professional and trustworthy contractor.” 
~ Everett Johnson | Editor/Publisher, TSF Mag
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The past couple of months I feel like I 
have been living in a rainforest rather 
than the Texas mid-coast; the rainfall 
amounts have been crazy high. While 
the overall productivity of our mid-
coast bays requires fresh water mixing 
with higher salinity from the gulf, there 
needs to be adequate amounts of both 

to maintain a healthy balance. Fresh water doesn’t just come from 
rainfall but also from local runoff and inflow from rivers. Although I 
believe local rainfall is the most beneficial, when the region that lies all 
the way up to the Hillcountry gets abundant rain it eventually arrives 
in the bays via the Guadalupe and Lavaca-Navidad rivers. Well, here 
lately, our bays have been receiving tons of runoff and inflow. The 
areas currently too fresh to hold fish are nearly all of San Antonio Bay 
and the northern parts of West Matagorda. 

My father in law, Neal Gray owner of Charlie’s Bait Camp, uses a 
refractometer to measure salinity. I’ve tasted the water in a few areas 
and was surprised when I could not taste any salt whatsoever. For two 
weeks straight the salinity reading in the ICW at Charlie’s was zero. 
Yes, you read that correctly! It’s a fact that fresh water is less dense and 
therefore tends to lie in layers at the surface while water of greater 
salinity will lie lower in the water column. So there’s a chance that 
salty water could exist somewhere down there. Salinity levels were 
improving by early August but with more recent rainfall that probably 
won’t last. I’m really curious how our San Antonio Bay oysters will fare 
during this prolonged fresh inundation. Only time will tell.

I get asked a lot when I think the salinity in the area bays will 
stabilize and return to normal. That’s a tough question to answer 
because there are so many variables that can affect the recovery. For a 
start, we need a good month without significant rainfall to get things 
going in the right direction. And as I mentioned above, just when it 
seems that might happen we get another deluge. Next, we need good 
tide exchanges, both incoming and outgoing. Luckily, we have had 
some very low tide days recently and that in itself will help pull fresh 
water out of the bays. When the tide comes back in it will deliver more 

salty water from the gulf. Windy days also help mix up the fresher 
upper levels with the saltier lower levels BUT we haven’t had very 
many windy days this past month, which is typical for this time of year. 

So you are now wondering just how fishy can these fresher areas 
be? I’m not going to lie to you all and tell you that the sun is always 
shining and the fish are always biting. Seriously though, San Antonio 
Bay has been void of any really consistent catching for some time. My 
best luck has been fishing near the passes to the Gulf or in the areas 
around Barroom Bay, Farwell Island, Grass Island, and inside Pringle 
Lake. Most of the back lakes have remained somewhat saltier than the 
bays and have been holding decent numbers of fish as a result. 

There are other reasons for targeting fish near the gulf passes and 
it’s not just a salinity thing. It’s about tidal currents. Every year in late 
summer when temperatures soar and tides get slack we head toward 
the passes. Moving water is usually cooler than water that is standing 
still. It’s also more oxygenated, which is one of the keys to finding 
more reliable feeding patterns. 

On days when I cannot fish the surf safely, I have been targeting 
shorelines close to the passes in Matagorda Bay and will continue 
to do so for the next month or so. Areas with grass and sand amid 
prominent guts are usually the most productive. Of course we key 
on bait concentrations and the abundance of baitfish has been 
encouraging. Paddletail plastics like the Bass Assassin 3-½ inch Lit’l 
Boss and 4-inch Sea Shads are great baitfish imitators when rigged on 
1/8-ounce jigheads. I like a quicker, more erratic presentation when 
the water is moving and a slower presentation when the tide slows. 

Cool fronts should start making their way to the coast around mid 
to late September. I look so forward to the first “official” front and the 
cooler temps that follow. Hang in there folks, my favorite season of the 
year is just around the corner.   

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Shellie Gray was born 
in Port Lavaca and has been 
guiding in the Seadrift/Port 
O’Connor area full time for the 
past 19 years. Shellie specializes 
in wading for trout and redfish 
year round with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Soft Plastic Presentation ala Topwater
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September begins a new season for 
me, one where fishing/guiding is not 
my top priority.  Catching large trout on 
lures will always be my biggest passion 
but, come September, my anticipation 
for other outdoor activities seems to 
take precedence.  Anticipation of dove 
season with my buddies and our dogs 
is right up there with Christmas for a 
seven-year- old. Follow that with bow 
hunting at the end of the month and I’m 
like a chubby man on a birthday cake.  

I have been blessed to be on the 
water and large ranches all of my life.  
My memories and sightings have been 
way beyond what one man should be 
allowed in a good life.  I will be forever 
grateful to God for letting me enjoy so 
many of the wonders he has created.

The last calendar year has blessed 
me with some firsts in the outdoors 
that I feel are worthy of sharing.  Hope 
y’all enjoy them as much as I did.

Sitting in a tree blind on a warm 
afternoon with my bow, the hunting 
was terribly slow.  A moth, of some sort, 
was keeping me entertained; landing 
on my knee, my bow, and generally, just 

showing off within two feet of my face.  I was watching intently to see 
if my nose was going to be his next landing pad when, out of nowhere,  
a barn swallow swept in like a bolt of lightning and grabbed him for 
dinner.  The impact of the kill and the swallows reverse energy to do an 
immediate 180-degree exit happened within six inches of my face.  It was 
fascinating to witness and literally took my breath away for a moment.

This spring, on a very windy day, I brought my boat off plane on 
the west  shoreline of Padre Island to get some protection for our first 
morning wade.  The light was very low as the Haynie came to a stop 
and I began to wonder, “How did those cows get on the national park?”  
I instantly realized it was not cattle but a herd of maybe fifteen nilgai.  
Well, I have been running this shoreline for thirty-plus years now and 
never seen a single one.  Furthermore, with all the windshield time 
I enjoyed traveling the PINS beach with Capt Billy Sandifer he never 
mentioned having seen them out there.  They were like ghosts just 
standing there in that low light, maybe 60-70 yards away.  Another 
true, Wow… look at that, moment.

On the darker side of memories from this season, I’ll share this one, 
and although it was a first it really pissed me off.  We were idling up to 
an island to make the last wade of the day.  With me were a father, Bill,  
and daughter, Gretchen (27-year-old). As I still had a ways to idle closer 
to the shoreline, I watched a drake and hen, Black-bellied Whistling 
Duck, lead 8-10 babies into the water for what could have been  a 
first swim.  As  we continued watching the little family head offshore, 
Gretchen was overjoyed with the cuteness of the events.  From over 
our back drops in a couple of seagulls that starting harassing them.  
As I am thinking, “No way”,  one of those flying rats swoops down 
and snags a baby. Of course they start fighting over it and kill it.  As it 
happens with gulls, their squawking attracted more gulls. More gulls 
started diving and before I could get the boat back on plane those 
nasty bastards had taken out every single duckling.  Ms. Gretchen was 
horrified. I was wishing I had a shotgun, and Bill said, “Life is cheap out 
here in the Laguna, Capt.”  Needless to say, we headed to the marina 
and skipped that last wade.

Probably my favorite of the first-evers this season took place at my 
fishing cabin on a spoil island in Baffin.  I had taken a group of friends 
down and we were in no hurry to get out that morning, as most had 
decided they wanted to sight-cast when the sun came up.  We were 
sitting on the front porch, feet on the deck railing, having coffee.  I 
noticed a “covey” of mosquitoes form just outside the roof line and 
about level to our eyes.  They were just floating in that space, and not 
moving.  I pointed them out to buddy, BJ, and he thought it was only a 
five on the cool scale.  I counted them, and there were exactly twelve.  
I pointed that observation out, as if it was of some importance, and 
turns out it was.  I no sooner said the number when a single dragonfly 
swept in and took one out.  “You see that, BJ?....... We are down to 
eleven skeeters.”  The dragon fly immediately came back around and 
took two more in one pass.  Within 45 seconds, the dragonfly  wiped 
out the whole covey of mosquitoes.  Honestly, I was blown away with 
the visual of what I had just witnessed and really started to regret all 
the times I took aim on them with a BB gun as a kid.  Regardless, it was 
a very cool moment in my lifetime of outdoor observations.

Remember the buffalo!  -Capt David Rowsey
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David Rowsey has over 25 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Solid Late-Summer Baffin Trout

Kate Kimbrough “nailed” the reds 
over two days to become PARR 

inshore women’s champion. Catch, 
photo, release tournament!
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Greetings from Port Mansfield! I 
want to discuss a topic I call Power of 
Conversation. As fishing guides we 
could be classified as SMEs, known in 
the corporate world as Subject Matter 
Experts. SMEs are highly regarded for 
their knowledge, routinely providing 
information that is crucial to the 
success of the business. Fishing guides 
fit that same category from a “boots 
on the ground” perspective. It is one 
thing to gather data from gill net and 
dockside creel surveys but it’s another 
to get information from fishing guides 
who spend multiple days per week 
on the water. This brings me to the 
Conversation about Conservation.  

Although most of my clients are 
repeat, I occasionally get calls from 

people I have not fished previously. When this happens (usually via 
text or email), I follow up with a phone call. This gives me a better 
feel for their expectations and when that is accomplished I’ll provide 
an overview of my style of fishing. Next comes the ground rules 
for retaining fish, which nowadays is mostly about speckled trout. I 
provide a brief explanation of the freeze and why we must conserve. 
I finish by telling the prospective customer that retaining a few reds 
or flounder is perfectly fine. So far I’ve had 100% buy-in. I believe it’s 
all about the manner in which the topic is introduced and presented. 
Lower Laguna fishing guides know better 
than anybody how tough trout fishing is 
currently, so why give a skewed view of what 
customers might expect by posting photos 
of dead trout hanging from nails at the dock 
to mislead them? This approach doesn’t do 
anybody a bit of good, except fuel a narrative 
at the expense of the fishery. Let that soak in!

Our tides are slowly declining and water 
temperatures remain in the upper-80s to 
low-90s. A recent outing began with 84° 
water temperature and ended at 91°+. 
Knowing this I have been starting very 
shallow at dawn while the water is still 
cool. When I say shallow, I’m talking 10- to 
12-inches. Reds will stage on hard sand 
through the night and remain until mid-
morning at the latest, (see Megan Vaughn’s 
photo). Once the mullet begin leaving the 
shallows the reds follow suit. This is when we need to do the same. 
As the day progresses and the water temps rise, I start to venture 
toward deeper water. Bottom depressions often hold fish and when 
it’s hot that’s where they will be. If you know me, you already know 
I’m reluctant to venture beyond knee-deep but I do it when I’m forced 
to. Such is the case this time of year; the belly-deep stuff can be 
rewarding but comes with other challenges such as keeping reels dry, 

especially for new anglers. I just described a recent Empty Stringers 
trip with new clients where we had more than sixty-five reds and a few 
trout between four anglers. When the most fit angler of the group says 
his forearms are aching from catching redfish its time to call it a day. 
Take a look at Justin Rodriguez as he releases the last fish of the day.  

Snook fishing has picked up and we’ve had some nice ones but they 
are still widely scattered across the flats. I’m doing my best to dial in 
a little tighter each day. Based on what I’m seeing I am confident this 
will be a fair to good year for linesiders. There have been several big 
schools of reds in various parts of the Laguna, which is a good sign. 
This should hold through fall and hopefully get even better. Our trout 
bite remains sporadic at best. Again, I can go several trips and not see 
a trout and then have a handful the next day. This is a sure sign that 
trout need time to recover.  

We just finished the 46th Port Mansfield Fishing Tournament, the first 
time we did not have a trout division. Reds and flounder comprised 
the tournament stringer both days and were based on the Blackjack 
format, with live-weigh incentives. It was a great success with almost 
50 bay boats entered and a 62% live-weigh/release accomplished. That 
is huge and we are very proud of the outcome. The Offshore Division 
included 24 boats but were hampered by high seas. Many thanks to 
all the sponsors and the Port Mansfield Chamber of Commerce for 
putting together an awesome event. 

Mark your calendar; PMCOC will be hosting a ReleaSense training 
session on Sept 19 with special guest Dr. Greg Stunz and his team 
from Harte Research Institute at 4:00pm. Stay tuned to social media for 
updates. This event is free and open to the public. 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

New From KWigglers – The Wig-A-Lo

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com

W
A
Y

N
E

 D
A
V

IS

Port 
Mansfield

Megan Vaughn with her first-ever 
redfish. What a beautiful smile!

Justin Rodriguez with a heavy red; last 
one of the day in belly-deep water, no less.
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I want to begin by pointing out that 
I have never struggled so much in 
finding or catching fish in all my 
twenty-three years of guiding. Sure, 
there have been slow days in years past 
but never as consistently as the past 
two months. We caught zero keeper-
size fish on several charters and worked 
hard for the little ones we did catch. 
I’m not saying there are no fish down 
here because we see plenty of redfish 
on the flats on calm days. There are 
however a number of factors making it 
as challenging as I have ever seen. 

One of these is the summertime 
peak of boat traffic that scatters fish 
and puts them off normal schooling 
and feeding patterns. Another is the 
water temperature; 86° at daybreak 
and well into the 90s by midday; fish go 
deep and are harder to find. Floating 

grass is another problem that comes with elevated water temperatures. 
Challenging would be an understatement when attempting to work 
lures through it effectively. And let’s not fail to mention that fish 
populations were definitely reduced during the freeze.  

Curious to me is that fish haven’t been patterning like they usually 
do in summer. Many reliable places I could count on to hold fish over 
many years seem virtually empty this year. No longer can we count 
on that school of fish to return to a particular 
spot to spawn or whatever they did over the 
years. If the fish are there they are certainly 
few and far between. 

TPW has extended the new trout regulations 
60 additional days which should contribute to 
greater spawning activity through September. 
This and a generally more conservative 
attitude among fishermen will be a boost to 
the recovery. I have great admiration for many 
of my clients who have chosen to release all 
trout on my guided trips. It feels great having 
anglers say, “We do not want to keep trout 
today,” before the trip even begins. Thank you 
all for your conservation efforts. 

September is regarded as a rainy month 
and tides rise higher as the month progresses. 
Cloud cover helps reduce water temperatures 
and back bays flourish on rising tides as local 
runoff delivers nutrients. Baitfish are naturally 
attracted to drains and adjacent shorelines, which means redfish will 
also become abundant in these areas. Back bay areas on the westside, 
both north and south of the Arroyo, should begin to hold lots of 
redfish. I also favor the eastside transition between the sand flats and 
the bottom grass this time of the year. As the water level increases 
redfish will frequent the sand and surrounding area to feed before 

the sun gets too high. Perhaps one of the greatest changes coming in 
September is the potential for reduced boat traffic as schools reopen 
and hunters begin to take to the fields. 

The decimation of our trout fishery during the February freeze was 
never more evident than today. While we are experiencing three to 
four keeper-size fish on average there are also days when we catch 
none. The most reliable locales for finding trout have been in deeper 
water with the edges and drop-offs of the ICW being the best bet. 
Fishermen using live bait have been faring better than those using 
artificial lures, and even their success is highly dependent on water 
depth. Many small trout have been coming to hand and I want to 
remind everybody of the importance of careful handling to avoid 
injury. These smaller fish are the future of our fishery.  

Flounder fishing continues to be a hit-or-miss situation. Most that 
we have been landing are purely incidental; they are too few and too 
scattered for targeted angling. On the other hand, snook numbers 
are improving after a rather late showing this summer. I attribute 
this mostly to the elevated water temperatures and also as a result of 
reduced salinity in areas most affected by fresh water runoff. 

I will close by saying my goodbyes to Skipper Mock. Skipper earned 
legendary status as a Lower Laguna fishing guide of many years. He 
was a mentor and inspiration to many. I remember calling him when 
I first started guiding; “Oh, if I can only get four charters a month, I 
would be so happy.” With a burst of laughter he said, “Believe me; you 
are going to get more than you ask for, and then some.” I remember 
vividly waiting for him to appear at the dock and thinking to myself, 
“One day, I want to be just like him.” Thanks for the mentorship and 
memories, Skipper. May you rest in peace! 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Snook! Lower Laguna Summertime Bonus

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.

Arroyo 
Colorado 
to Port 
IsabelC

A
P

T
. 
E

R
N

E
S

T
 C

IS
N

E
R

O
S

Minerva Echols 
with her first-
ever snook.

Jim Tienken 
with a solid 
Texas snook 
on a recent 

charter.
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DOA 2.75 Shrimp
totally new design is the
best of both worlds – it’s like
fishing a jig and a DOA 
Shrimp. The weighted super 
sharp hook slips seamlessly 
into the body
of the shrimp.  It has a 
molded in rattle cavity to 
easily add sound, skips well,
sinks fast, and casts like a 
bullet.

Made in USA

12” Sna-Koil pro-style snake
is so close to the real thing it’s scary.
A true snake shape, the lifelike
profile slithers through weed lines
and over matted vegetation.

211734_DOA_1.27_TxSF_2.75SH-SnaKoil_3.675x4.875.indd   1211734_DOA_1.27_TxSF_2.75SH-SnaKoil_3.675x4.875.indd   1 1/27/21   10:21 AM1/27/21   10:21 AM

PIER & DOCK
LIGHTING

4’ 2 Lite LED
VAPORTIGHT: FLUOR FIXTURE

14-Watt LED
VAPORTIGHT

36-Watt LED

1,000 WATT
SPORTSMAN
PIER LIGHT

Call to ask about 
other LED outdoor 

fixture specials!

$99EA

$529.00
$479.00

/EA
w/1000 Watt Green Lamp

1000W GREEN METAL
HALIDE LAMPS

$11900EA

$5900
$9990

each

each

1003 N. William - (361) 578-5292
Victoria, Texas
Open Mon-Fri 7:00-5:00
www.goyenelectric.com

Prices do not 

include shipping 

and handling

Wall or 
Ceiling 
Mount

Comes with photo cell & 
the high lumen 5000 K 

bright white color.
20 watt – $69.95EA
30 watt – $79.95EA

LED WALL PACKS

• Special polyester powder 
coat to help fixture hold up 
in saltwater
• Die cast aluminum housing
• Special type III spot 
reflector

DUSK TO DAWN
WITH PHOTO CELL

WHITE 
LAMP

$49.95EA $69.95EA

LED 30W with
Knuckle Mount Flood

LED 50W with
Knuckle Mount Flood

LET US
SHOW YOU
HOW TO
BUILD
RODS
YOUR OWN

MUDHOLE.COM/SALT-KIT
GET A FREE CATALOG! MUDHOLE.cOM/CATALOG

You can do it! Get your USCG Captain License!
Get in. Get it done. Get back on the water.

www.capt-roys.com   |   281-461-6186  |  info@capt-roys.com
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD APPROVED

LEARN MORE
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Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
James thinks of September as a transitional month, one in which 
the best action can be in a variety of locations, depending on the 
conditions. “We’ve got plenty of fish in deep, open water right now. 
Bite has been good around submerged structures. In order to catch 
fish in places like this, it’s important to put in the work to learn where 
to anchor and which direction to cast and work the lures. The water 
has to be moving, for sure. We should also see an improvement in 
the fishing in areas a bit shallower, where birds will start working 
over shrimp and trout. When we find flocks working, we also key on 
slicks and mud stirs to stay in the fish. Areas around Hannah’s Reef in 
East Bay and also off Green’s Cut in West Bay should produce. Wading 
the shorelines can also be good in September, especially if we get a 
series of weak cold fronts, which tend to make the fish want to move 
shallow late at night. And, tarpon season is here. We’ll be working the 
nearshore waters when weather allows, and if this storm season isn’t 
too active, we should find plenty of silver kings.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
All the heavy rains this summer pushed fish into the southern parts 
of the bay system, Jim says, and fishing there has been good. “There’s 
lots of spots producing well lately, all of them from Smith and Eagle 
Point on down toward the jetties. The water in that part of the bay is 
much saltier than in the upper reaches of the bays. I’ve been having 
some luck in pockets around Hannah’s in East Bay, but overall, the 
action is much better to the west. Almost all of the action has been 
on soft plastics. We’re catching mostly just solid keeper trout to 
about three or sometimes four pounds, but my daughter did catch 
one about twenty-six inches the other day, on one of those big swim 
baits. Here in the last few days, the water coming down the rivers 
has slowed down significantly. If the weather dries up heading into 
September, we may see a run of good fishing in the upper parts of 
the bays, on the shorelines, otherwise, it will be more of the same. 
The wet weather might produce good dove hunting in some places. 
We’ll find out where pretty soon.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 979.849.7019 – 979.864.9323
Randall wants to restate an earlier comment. He urges everyone 
operating from the helm of a boat to attach their kill switch. This 
comes after the loss of his best friend, in an accident which might 
have been avoided through the use of a lanyard attached to the 
switch. With regard to the fishing, he cites the redfish action as the 
best thing going in the weeks prior to issuing this report. “Redfish 
action has been on fire. And September’s a great month to catch 
‘em on topwaters like a pearl Skitter Walk, which is always a hoot. 
Live finger mullet have been producing well for folks who don’t like 
throwing lures as much. September is also a month for migrations, 
with lots of action around the pass. Trout fishing can be good under 
birds this time of year, also around reefs in the shallows when tides 
are higher and the backwater areas are full. The topwater bite for 
trout can be good too, but Norton Sand Eels rigged on light jigheads 
sometimes provide an easier way to catch more fish with less effort, 

especially when a crop of shrimp dumps out of the 
marshes and into the bays.” 

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Charlie Paradoski – 713.725.2401
Charlie mentions a good number of potentially productive options for 
September in the Matagorda area bays. “West Bay can be great this 
time of year. We usually get some really high tides which stick for a 
good while, and that tends to send the reds into the coves in the east 
end of West Bay. The catching is really good in those places when that 
happens, especially on topwaters fished close to the grassy shorelines 
in shallow water. We also keep a close eye on the surf when we’re 
fishing over there. When the waves fall flat, the water usually clears 
right up, and catching trout gets easy for a couple days. Out there, the 
action in the first gut at first light on topwaters can be epic. Fishing in 
East Bay has been a little slower than normal lately, but it could pick 
up quite a bit as we get some cool fronts passing over this month. In 
some years, especially when it’s been a wet summer, the birds start 
working pretty early. We also do pretty well fishing over a bottom with 
mud and scattered shell around the main bay reefs this time of year, 
keying on slicks and rafts of mullet.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
All the upper reaches of our bays have been running really fresh lately, 
with so much runoff following the big rains, but the surf has been on 
fire! Solid trout and redfish have been cruising the beachfront and 
feasting on big white shrimp. She Dogs in pink/chrome and green/
chrome have worked better than all other lures along the beach. The 
lower reaches of the bays are starting to get more salty, and some 
areas have been holding some solid trout in twelve to fourteen feet 
of water, with shell pads on the bottom. Live shrimp rigged about 
five feet under popping corks or free-lined with small split shots 
have worked best to make them bite. I’d say September sets up 
awesome after the full flushing our bays got. We should have lots 
of reds schooling on the shorelines and chasing different species of 
prey produced in the marshes, also lots of birds working over trout in 
South Bay. Gigging and fishing for flounder should be productive too, 
around bayou mouths and drains close to the mouths of the rivers. 
The surf should still produce well, especially on those days after weak 
fronts when the waves fall flat. 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
Lynn expects to be hanging close to Pass Cavallo and around the 
corner into the surf as much as possible in September. “We’ve still got 
lots of freshwater flowing down the rivers into the bays in the north 
ends of the area, so we haven’t been heading up that way much lately. 
We might well get rid of some of this runoff in September. If so, I’ll 
probably spend some time fishing the reefs in San Antonio Bay, which 
usually produce well this time of year. Otherwise, we’ll probably keep 
doing what we’ve been doing, fishing grassy flats with sandy pockets 
in places close to the jetties and the pass, where the water is nice and 
salty, since we get good tide flow from the Gulf. This month, fishing 
is still generally best early in the mornings when the tide’s coming in. 
If the wind is blowing out of the SE with a decent speed, the areas on 

FISHING REPORTS     AND FORECASTS
from Big Lake to Boca Chica
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the lee side of the islands produce better. When we get light fronts 
and the waves on the beach fall quiet, that is often the better side. In 
either place, wading the shallows and throwing topwaters soon after 
first light usually works well.”

Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
Blake says the fishing this summer in the Coastal Bend area has 
been better than anticipated in some ways, predictably productive 
in others. “Fishing for reds has been a bit better than for trout, 
but overall, the catching has been pretty steady. As we get into 
September, we should see improved action in the areas around both 
the La Quinta and Lydia Ann channels, where schools of reds often 
gather in large schools. Finding them in those areas often means 
looking for wakes and mud stirs, sometimes birds hovering and 
diving repeatedly in the same small spaces. Fishing for trout should 
remain good along shorelines with sandy, grassy bottoms, tight to the 
shorelines in the early morning hours, a little deeper as the sun rises 
higher. Of course, fishing around mid-bay reefs for trout can be good 
this time of year too, especially on days when winds calm after weak 
fronts. Those conditions are also good for fishing in the surf. We’ve had 
plenty of rain throughout the summer, so the ag fields in our area are 
really lush and full of food for the doves. I expect a great season, with 
fast shooting being the norm.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
September is more than back to school time; it’s a great month 
to look for schools of redfish. Best bet is to approach the schools 
from upwind after they’re located, and to do everything you can to 
prevent drifting through them once you begin making casts and/
or hooking fish in them. Often, a boat drifting through a school 
will cause the fish to develop lock jaw for a while. The schools I’ve 
encountered lately have been smaller than what I’d expect in years 
past, and some of the schools I think are reds turn out to be black 
drum, which isn’t a bad thing, necessarily, as catching them also 
provides lots of fun and thrills. The black drum prefer shrimp or 
shrimp-flavored Fish-bites, and they’re easier to hook on jigheads 
or hooks with a wide bight. The schools of both black and red drum 
have been easiest to find in depths of two to three feet when winds 
are lighter than about fifteen miles per hour. Trout fishing has been 
fair around rocks in Baffin lying in about five feet of water. Drifting 
over rocks and throwing natural colored She Dogs or Die Dappers on 
eighth-ounce heads has worked best. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
The doldrums associated with continuing hot weather and increasing 
numbers of days with calmer than usual winds can make September 
fishing in a hypersaline lagoon challenging, Joe says. “If September 
runs really hot and calm, fishing down south can be kind of tough, 
for the most part. The bite can become sluggish, without any water 
movement. On the other hand, areas close to places where water flows 
in from the Gulf often produce pretty well this time of year. Fishing 
bars and guts in the Boat Hole can be good for plenty of all three of 
the main species people target. The flats and channels south of the 
JFK also have potential. Fishing is best in both these areas when the 
tide is moving. Doesn’t much matter whether it’s flowing in or out, but 
it needs to be moving. And, certain spots tend to produce best on low 
and outgoing tides, while others produce better when the tide’s high 
and/or coming in. As a general rule, shallow areas and potholes lying 
on the tops of bars produce best when the water’s high, while ditches, 
guts and drop offs work best on low tides rolling out.” 

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 
September fishing in the Texas surf tends to turn to mayhem quickly, 
as summer ends. Our transition to fall usually begins with the 
dusky anchovy migration. During this epic event, 
countless numbers of the little fish run down the 
beach in balls often measuring an acre in width, 
including millions of fish. This generates a free for 
all among many predators. Birds populate the skies 
like no other time. Skipjacks, Spanish mackerel, 
jack crevalle, bluefish, red drum, 
speckled trout, tarpon and sharks 
all belly up to the buffet table. 
Live mullet tossed into the waves under 
the bait balls work well to get the attention of red drum 
and tarpon. Spoons trick the Spanish macks, trout and other species. 
Blacktip and bull sharks often lurk around the fringes of the main 
action, feeding on both the anchovies and their predators. During 
the day, fishing for sharks is often somewhat slow, except when a bait 
ball passes through. Big tigers can be caught late at night. Large baits 
like whole stingrays can aid in the attempt to keep smaller sharks off 
the line while waiting for the big one to bite. September is usually a 
dynamic weather month, with fast changes.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
In September, fishing for reds reaches a fever pitch in the LLM. Large 
schools of reds can be found prowling the flats near the East Cut, also 
around the jetties. On the flats, topwaters work well to catch them, 
and provide thrills and chuckles to anglers throwing them into the 
midst of the battle. At the jetties, KWiggler Ball-tail or Willow-tail shads 
rigged on quarter-ounce screw-lock jigheads work better to earn 
strikes. Nearshore fishing is usually excellent this month too. With the 
current sloshing around the end of either the north or south jetty, 
tarpon can often be seen rolling. Pelicans and gulls hover and dive, 
working the big bait balls, and under those lurk jack crevalle, Spanish 
and king mackerel and a couple different species of sharks. Out in the 
wide open Gulf, wire leaders are a must. Kingfish will strike topwaters; 
spoons draw attacks from them too. Trout can be caught in the surf 
this month too, but fishing for them is usually better in deep potholes 
on the flats on the east side. Areas like The Pipeline and Butcher’s 
Island historically hold good numbers. When fishing for trout, watch 
for slicks and rafted mullet with lots of jumpers.

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
Fishing in the Lower Laguna Madre has been about as hot as the 
weather. Fishing for reds has been the most consistent thing going. 
The fish are schooling well, especially in the early morning hours. Most 
of the schools are forming in areas close to the deep water of the ICW, 
on grassy flats and around humps lying adjacent to the ditch. With all 
the warm temperatures, we have had a lot of floating grass, so we’re 
rigging our Spook Juniors with single hooks, so we can use them and 
enjoy the blow ups. As is almost always the case, bone has been a 
really productive color. Gold spoons draw a lot of strikes too, for folks 
who prefer fishing without having to work as hard to maintain the 
dog-walking action required with topwaters. To locate trout, we’ve 
been keying on slicks mostly, looking for them in four to five feet of 
water. We’re rigging KWiggler Ball-tails on quarter-ounce screw-lock 
jigheads and fishing them low and slow for best results, maintaining 
contact with the bottom and making short hops. We should continue 
to see steady action this month, especially when fishing for reds.
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Jeff Gipson 
Matagorda Beach - 36” personal best red

Preslee Grantham 
POC - 22” first fish!

Debbie Morganstern 
Aransas Pass - 31” redfish

Jeremy Irby 
San Luis Pass - flounder

Joseph Martinez 
Port O’Connor - 22” trout

Ethan Betts 
Packery Channel Jetties - 24” first keeper red!

Aaron Meyer 
Baffin Bay - 27.75” 6.83 lb trout

Aaron G. Saenz Sr 
Port Mansfield - 25” 4 lb trout
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James Kevin Harden 
Port Mansfield - 25” redfish

Andrew Kyrisch 
Corpus Christi - 34” redfish CPR

Danny Longoria 
Port Mansfield - 24” 6 lb flounder

Alejandro Valdez & Daniel Buentello 
Port Aransas - 34” redfish

Carson Miller 
Laguna Madre - 25” personal best trout! CPR

Jeremy Irby 
San Luis Pass - 23” flounder

Nina Garrett 
Cabo - marlin CPR

First come – first published!
Photos are judged on artistic 

merit and sporting ethic displayed. 
No stringer, cleaning table, or 

hanging board images allowed. 
Digital images only. Adjust camera 
to high or best quality. All images 

become property of TSFMag. 
Email to: Photos@TSFMag.com

Include short description of 
your catch with name, date, bay 

system, etc. 

Photo 
Gallery 

Guidelines
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INGREDIENTS
1 (3 ½ oz.) bag boil-in-bag rice
1/2 tsp salt, divided
1/4 tsp crushed red pepper
1/4 tsp chili powder
1/8 tsp ground cumin
1/8 tsp ground black pepper
1-1/2 pound large shrimp peeled 

and deveined
2 Tbsp vegetable oil, divided
1/2 tsp minced garlic
1/4 cup tequila
2 Tbsp minced fresh cilantro (I use 

a little more)
1 Tbsp freshly squeezed lime juice

PREPARATION
Cook rice according to direction, omitting salt and fat. While rice is cooking, 
combine 1/4 teaspoon salt, crushed red pepper, chili powder, cumin, and black 
pepper in a large Ziploc bag; add shrimp. Seal and shake well. Heat 1 tablespoon 
oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Add shrimp; cook 3 minutes, turning 
once. Add garlic; sauté 
1 minute. Add tequila 
and 1 tablespoon 
cilantro. Cook 1 minute. 
Combine 1/4 teaspoon 
salt, 1 tablespoon oil, 1 
tablespoon cilantro, and 
lime juice; pour over rice, 
tossing to coat. Serve 
shrimp over rice mixture.

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530

P
A

M
 J

O
H

N
S
O

N Gulf Coast

Tequila Shrimp

Thanks to Donna Farr for sharing this wonderful recipe!
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Ignition timing on four-stroke 
outboards is critical to engine 
performance such that fuel charges 
and ignition spark are delivered 
precisely to match pistons reaching 
top dead center as they travel 

within the cylinder bores. This is accomplished with either chains or 
belts connecting the camshaft to the crankshaft, located under the 
powerhead or on top of the engine. Belts are serious business, and if 
you are a Yamaha four-stroke owner, this article is for you. 

Annual service allows a shop technician to inspect engine 
components regularly, during which time many problems can be 
avoided. The timing belt, pulleys, and tensioner are critical in Yamaha 
engines as they are engineered with what is known as interference 
fit. If the belt breaks, the valves will interfere with the pistons causing 
severe damage. When running the outboard, any unusual sound can 
be a signal of pulley or tensioner fatigue. Tiny black fibers found under 

the cowling are usually telltale signs of belt wear. 
The timing belt replacement interval is five years or 1000 hours 
of operation. The pulleys can develop cracks and the tensioner 
inspection involves rolling the bearings to check for smoothness. The 
assessment does not take much time and can save money in the long 
run as well as downtime. The presence of oil or an oily film indicates an 
existing problem at the crankshaft oil seal. 

Have a great late summer boating and fishing season!

Chris Mapp
Coastal Bend Marine – Port O’Connor, TX 
coastalbendmarine.com – 361-983-4841

S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

IMPORTANCE OF ANNUAL 
OUTBOARD INSPECTION
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TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

Capt. Lynn Smith’s
Back Bay Guide Service

Port O’Connor Area

TROUT
REDFISH

FLOUNDER

Wade & 
Drifting 
the Back 

Bays & Surf

Call 361.983.4434  (cell 361.935.6833)
Email lynn@tisd.net (tswf.com/lynnsmith)

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters

PESCADO PARK
RV PADS & 
BOAT STORAGE

Baffin Bay
near Kaufer-Hubert Boat Ramp

DAN WARD
832-860-4600 dwpb@comcast.net
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SOLD EXCLUSIVELY AT

This rod is great for saltwater 
trout and redfish fishing and is 
made with a 1-piece construction 
for long-lasting use. The cork 
handle allows for secure,  
comfortable casting and  
retrieving, while the rubber butt 
cap helps you reel in tough fish.

Available in
Casting & Spinning

Models

TM

FOR YOUR NEXT
BE PREPARED  

FISHING
EXCURSION
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DECK-BOSS ANKLE BOOT

12800 Gulf Fwy
Houston, TX 77034
281-481-6838

10303 Katy Fwy
Houston, TX 77024
713-827-7762

13831 Southwest Fwy
Sugar Land, TX 77478
281-201-2141
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