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Writing on September 13, we have Tropical Storm 
Nicholas heading toward the Texas coast. Landfall is 
predicted later today or early tomorrow. Predictions 
vary, which is normal at this stage of storm 
development. I remember Hurricane Claudette in 
2003; what was forecasted to be a tropical storm of 
moderate strength intensified just before landfall 
and hammered Port O’Connor and Matagorda as 
a Cat-3 hurricane. Many coastal residents were 
caught unprepared. We are preparing and praying 
for all our friends and neighbors. 

On the fishing scene, the spotted seatrout 
emergency regulations enacted earlier this year 
by TPWD for the lower coast – JFK Causeway to 
South Padre – will expire this month and pre-
emergency (5 fish daily bag limit) regulations will 
again become effective in all Texas waters. This is of 
concern to me, and I will elaborate. 

The goal of the emergency enactment was 
to conserve spawning biomass during the peak 

summer spawning and fishing seasons. Natural spawning and recruitment 
are the primary building blocks for the species to rebuild and recover 
following the devastating freeze this past February. 

Let’s now think ahead. Spawning-size seatrout will not miraculously rain 
from the sky. Some smaller fish will have matured to become capable of 

spawning – but the majority of next year’s spawners are still the survivors 
of the February freeze – and the remainder of that number that were lucky 
to avoid harvest during the summer fishing season. Think that through. We 
could potentially enter the 2022 spawning season with fewer spawning-
size specks than we had this year.

The recovery of this fishery will not happen overnight, neither will it be 
accomplished in one or two years. Many science-based projections call for 
three years minimum, maybe four or even five.  

Many conservation-minded anglers were hoping the TPWD 
commissioners would be able to continue the lower coast emergency 
regulations another year or two, and possibly expand the coverage to 
include middle coast bays. Unfortunately, this is not how the system works.

I expect to see the Coastal Fisheries Division utilizing the formal 
regulatory process this fall to gauge public opinion of more conservative 
trout regulations for the middle and lower coast regions. This will likely 
include public scoping meetings along with opportunity to participate 
and register preferences electronically. 

Favorable public responses could provide an avenue via which longer-
term conservative regulations could be enacted; longer-term meaning 
a period of one, two, or several years, after which such measures would 
sunset and re-evaluation of the fishery might then direct a return to pre-
freeze regulations. 

I heartily encourage that all Texas coastal anglers participate in this scoping 
process, if indeed such becomes reality. The future of our precious speckled 
trout fishery hangs in the balance.  

EDITORIAL

THE FUTURE OF SEATROUT REGULATIONS

View The Video
Open Camera & hover 
over QR Code. When 

link appears, tap to 
open in YouTube.

CHECKMATECHECKMATE

PENETRATES
2X BETTER

Competitors’ HooksTROKAR

WITH THE TK2 
ALL PURPOSE SALTWATER

OCTOPUS HOOK
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Greg Greer tossed a small 
paddle tail up shallow and then 
let the current pull it off a deep 

ledge to trick this solid trout.



A
s I type this month’s piece I am happy to report 
that salinities across the Galveston Bay Complex 
have improved dramatically. In addition, calm days 
typical of late-summer have begun to dominate the 
weather pattern. It is therefore a given that the  
   water clarity has also improved all across the bay 

system. Such changes often require adjustments on our  
   end when it comes to finding the right lures, colors, etc. to trick trout 
and reds. Day in and day out, the baits we rely most heavily upon on 
my boat are soft plastics. There are many different styles, sizes and 
colors to consider and as conditions change we need to be able to 
determine the right soft plastic for the job.

Styles
Soft plastic styles can be classified by their shapes into two main 
categories – rattails and paddletails. There are literally dozens of 
variations of both on the market today, along with some hybrids. The 
style and design we choose is based upon not only the application but 
also personal preference. I have a couple of buddies who almost always 
stick with rattail baits and they seem to do very well most of the time. 
There’s a lot to be said for having confidence in what you’re throwing.   

Some rattails have a split in the belly section to allow for weedless 
rigging. Some are solid-bodied (no belly split) with segmented joints 
that help create swimming action. Most rattails are about five inches 
in length while some can measure as long as seven inches. While 
most brands have their own subtle characteristics, there have been a 
couple of lure makers in recent years who have come up with some 
innovative designs that have proven to be especially effective in 
certain situations. One of my personal favorites is the MirrOlure Lil 
John. I guess the Lil John would technically fall into the rattail category 
but it’s really in its own league because of its size – only 3-3/4 inches. 
The Lil John has more of a twitchbait action and is impregnated with 
scent attractant. MirrOlure also offers a 4-1/4 inch version they call the 
Lil John XL. I personally prefer the smaller of the two, most of the time.  

Rattail plastics require a bit of finesse during the presentation. You 
have to actually “work” them by twitching, jigging, etc., as opposed 
to simply casting and reeling. This being said, I’ve caught plenty of 
fish on the Lil John by simply straight retrieving, although this is 
likely attributable to the scent impregnation. It could also be my 
high degree of confidence in this particular lure.

As a professional fishing guide I probably use paddletail lures more 
than most. In my opinion, paddletails are technically swimbaits, and as 
with most swimbaits it not strictly necessary for the angler to twitch or 
jig the lure to catch fish. The simple cast and reel technique will draw 
plenty of strikes. This method is super easy for beginners and kiddos. 
My two favorite paddletails are Saltwater Assassin Sea Shads and 
MirrOlure Marsh Minnows. Both are four inches or less and the Marsh 
Minnow is scented. It seems the smaller size and the addition of scent 
can help trigger more strikes from finicky trout. 

Because salt water has a higher density than fresh water, objects 
tend to sink more slowly. And, as I mentioned earlier, our upper 
coast bays are finally becoming saltier – for now anyway. This means 
that whatever soft plastic we’re chunking is going to sink slower on 
average. We had a situation the other day where the guys on my 
boat throwing Lil Johns were catching three times more fish than 
the one guy using a paddletail. The tide was fairly swift and the area 
we were fishing was very salty. The Lil John is smaller and made of 
denser plastic than the softer paddletail he was using and it has a 
more aerodynamic shape which enables it to sink faster. The trout 
were near bottom and the paddletail wasn’t getting down into the 
strike zone like the Lil John. 

Of all of the styles of soft plastics we use the paddletails sink the 
slowest. Saltwater Assassin makes a bait called the Die Dapper that 
sinks slower than any soft plastic I’ve ever used. It is a bit bulkier in 
shape than the Sea Shad and is a great bait for catching trout that are 
suspended just beneath the surface. Rigged on a 1/16 ounce jighead, 
a Die Dapper can stay in the strike zone for a very long time, thus 
giving us a legitimate chance at tricking even the most stubborn trout.

STORY BY STEVE HILLMAN

Soft Plastics
101
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Color Choices
There are literally hundreds of soft plastic colors from which to 
choose and some of the names are just as creative as the colors 
themselves. Once we feed the trout some of Mama’s Chicken 
we can then offer them some Key Lime Pie. The ones that aren’t 
so picky may just settle for some Roadkill. And for sure, we 
should always have some Drunk Monkey, Texas Hippie, and 
Pimp Daddy in our soft plastic arsenal. Yes, these are indeed the 
actual names of lure colors.

But seriously, while colors can be important, it’s actually 
more about shades and contrast. I tend to group colors into 
three categories – bright, natural, and dark. If this sounds 
simple it’s because it is. See, many folks tend to overthink 
things when it comes to color selection. It’s not at all hard to do 
with so many choices out there, and I certainly get it. However, 
two basic factors help me decide which color to use and these 
are water clarity and available sunlight. Please keep in mind 
I’m referring mainly to upper coast bays here. Our friends from 
the coastal bend areas all the way to Port Isabel have to also 
take into consideration seagrass beds, sand potholes, etc. when 
making color choices. While Galveston Bay does indeed have 
a few areas with shoal grass and a few other species of bottom 
grasses, none of them compares to what one would observe in 
the Lower Laguna Madre.

Simply put, we use bright colors – limetreuse, pink, and glow 
– in water with greater clarity and bright sunlight. If the water 
clarity is decent, meaning green to sandy green, colors like Plum, 
Slammin’ Chicken, Chicken On A Chain, or Pumpkinseed work 

well, especially in cloudy or overcast conditions. Back in May and June, 
many areas in Galveston Bay (and Sabine Lake) had very low visibility 
because of the influx of fresh water. Visibility was less than three 
inches in many of the areas we were fishing. During these stretches, 
Morning Glory, Texas Roach, and Red Shad were hard to beat. 

Which Size Jig Head to Use
I have customers who throw 1/4 ounce lead heads for every 
application and do just fine, but this is the exception rather than the 
rule. For the most part you can have the right color plastic on but if 
your jig head size doesn’t fit the requirements for the conditions the 
results will be disappointing. As I mentioned earlier, we definitely 
have to consider which style of soft plastic we’re using before 
choosing the best jig head size. The Die Dapper will sink slower than 
most any other paddletail, especially the Sea Shad. A rattail will sink 
faster than a paddletail and a Lil John will sink faster than all of them. 
As a matter of fact, I’ve found that a Lil John on a 1/16 ounce jig head 
will actually sink faster than a 4” Sea Shad on an 1/8 ounce head. We 

Trying to decide which color and style of soft plastic is not 
always easy but client Tom Granchi loves the challenge.

A Saltwater Assassin rigged on a ¼ ounce jig head worked well 
while anchored in about 9 feet of water with a little current.

The Purple Demon Lil John by MirrOlure can be deadly on trout as evidenced by all 
of the teeth marks. This particular bait caught over 30 trout before I had to retire it!
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must therefore pay close 
attention to the style of 
plastic, the wind, salinity 
level, and the current when 
selecting jig head size.

If we’re wade fishing 
we’re almost always 
using a 1/16 ounce head. 
Exceptionally strong winds, 
high salinities, and/or 
swift currents may dictate 
switching to an 1/8 ounce, 
but that would likely be 
the heaviest. Drifting in 4- 
to 8-foot depths, an eighth 
ounce is pretty standard 
on my boat. Drifting 
deeper than 8 feet could 
warrant the use of a 1/4 
ounce jig head, especially 
with some decent tide 
movement. Anchored in 
8- to 12-foot depths with 
two knot current calls for 
3/8 ounce jig heads. These 
are general guidelines 
and there are always 
exceptions. I am asked 
quite frequently whether 
jig head colors matter and I personally don’t believe they do. That 
being said, if you have more confidence throwing a chartreuse lead 
head then, by all means, throw it.

In my opinion, soft plastics are the most versatile baits saltwater 
anglers can use. They can be rigged in a variety of ways and retrieved 
using dozens of different techniques. We can typically cover more 
water in a shorter amount of time chunking plastics, which leads 
to being able to narrow the choices where fish can be caught more 
efficiently. Be resourceful, flexible, and keep an open mind with your 
soft plastic presentations while sticking to what you have the most 
confidence in – just don’t get caught up in overthinking things. And 
remember to crimp those barbs to allow for easy and quick releases 
of our speckled trout. Please just keep what you need for a nice 
dinner. Good luck! CO

N
TA

C
T

Phone 409-256-7937
Email captsteve@hillmanguideservice.com 
Web www.hillmanguideservice.com

Steve Hillman is a full-time fishing guide 
on his home waters of Galveston Bay. Steve 
fishes the entire Galveston Bay Complex, 
wading and drifting for trout, redfish, and 
flounder using artificial lures.

STEVE HILLMAN

Longtime client Marty Criswell with a very nice trout 
he caught over deep shell while casting to slicks.

Brent Lee with a pretty trout he caught 
while anchored in about 8 feet of water. View The Video

Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Soft Plastic Buoyancy/Giant Redfish

Serious anglers agree, these are the finest fishing 
instruments we’ve ever offered.  Feel bites sooner, 

reduce fishing fatigue, and make your fishing buddies 
jealous.  If you haven’t fished an Eternity RX10 yet, we 
advise talking to someone that has.  Suggested build 
prints and professional rod builder recommendations 

can be found on our Facebook group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/guidespacing/

The results are in on Rainshadow’s 
new Eternity RX10 rod blanks, 

and it’s all good news…
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STORY BY KEVIN COCHRAN

I
’ve warned my customers about the monster many times, written about it on the 
pages of this publication too. Normally, I utter the name of the beast while we work 
through a slow stretch of fishing and the bite rate runs low. Then, I encourage those 
under my tutelage to avoid operating in what I call autopilot mode. By this, I mean I 
want them to consciously strive to fish in a mindful state, specifically with regard to 
the presentations they make with the lures they’ve chosen.

On average, when the catching falls to a low rate, anglers surrender to the might of the 
monotony monster and begin repeating the same presentation over and over again without 
even realizing they’ve done so. This phenomenon occurs naturally, when boredom dulls the 
senses. Sadly, fishing in autopilot prohibits any chance of maximizing productivity.

the monoto ny monster



In some contexts, autopilot proves useful. Airplane 
pilots use it effectively; setting the plane to fly itself 
allows them to monitor all systems in play, without the 
distraction of consciously maintaining speed, altitude 
and heading. Similarly, a person driving a car down a 
dry, straight highway can set the speed, then devote 
all energy and attention to controlling the direction of 
travel and avoiding unexpected hazards. These scenarios 
don’t translate well to fishing with artificial lures, though. 
Maintaining a mindful state and contemplating the 
various subtle aspects of presentation elevate the attempt 
to urge strikes from finicky fish.

Recently, I realized something important about 
the complex anatomy of the monotony monster. This 
destructive entity has many faces, all of which serve the 
same purpose – to blunt anglers’ efforts. When allowed to 
fully flourish in the lives of folks who spend time and energy 
fishing the coast, the creature can wreak havoc on multiple 
fronts. The negative effects of its powers even express 
themselves before an outing begins.

Often, anglers develop bad habits with regard to 
choosing the locations where they fish. We all do this to 
some extent; in its worst form, choice of locations begins 
to resemble making a milk run, stopping off at the same places every 
time out, without much thought or planning.  Undoubtedly, this is a 
form of mindless repetition, a kind of tunnel vision. Operating this way  
serves the pernicious desires of the monster to minimize productivity.

In a similar fashion, anglers often fall into the trap of making all 
or almost all of their outings within the same time frame. For some, 
this means heading out in the 
minutes prior to dawn and fishing 
until mid-day. For others, it means 
something else. Regardless of 
whether the angler usually fishes 
during the day, early or late, or at 
night, falling into the trap of always 
fishing the same hours makes little 
or no sense, compared with the 
more thoughtful, creative plan of 
adjusting fishing times to meet the 
expected demands of the moment.

Just as certainly, anglers who 
always fish in the same ways 
when they reach their angling 
destinations play right into the 
hands of the multi-faceted demon. 
People who always drift, who 
always wade, who always fish with 
the wind, or who start with the 
same lure every day make a basic 
mistake. As if hypnotized, they 
dance to a tune played for them by 
the boredom beast, taking steps 
predetermined and choreographed 
by their inability to stay present and 
adjust all aspects of what they’re 
doing to maximize the potential for 

catching in a constantly evolving environment.
I will not imply these anglers have no weapons to use to evade the 

pervasive effects of indifference. Surely, through thought, effort and 
mindful calculations, we can all minimize the risks presented to us by 
the tendency to do things in clumsy and entirely predictable ways. In 
my estimation, fighting the disastrous desires of this demon starts in 

the home, at the computer or other 
digital device, through study of 
satellite imagery.

The first and perhaps most 
important way to eliminate the 
tendency to become overly 
repetitive in angling endeavors is 
to learn more about the bodies of 
water in which those endeavors 
occur. This means learning 
new places to try. It also means 
contemplating how weather 
elements will affect them, making 
predictions about how the water 
will look, how choppy it might 
be, the depth of the tide in a 
given situation, perhaps all these 
things. After studying images 
on the screen, the next step 
involves pointing the bow of the 
boat toward them long enough 
to reach them and give them a 
chance to produce.

While on the way, this might 
also dictate making a conscious 
decision to pass by other places 
on the aforementioned milk run. 
It also necessitates fighting the 

October isn’t the best month for catching monster trout, but Jason 
King proved they do sometimes bite in the Halloween month.

Defeating the boredom beast can mean using the cork and jig, 
no matter the time of day, time of year or weather in play.
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tendency to return to those places 
too hastily, if the efforts in new 
spots don’t produce quickly. Falling 
back on familiar places when the 
going gets tough makes sense at 
some point; doing so too often 
and without giving new places a 
fair test makes none, when anglers 
fish with the goal of expanding 
their knowledge of the waterways. 
Ironically, this part of the process 
reveals something significant about 
the monster’s methods.  

Most of us have driven the boat 
right past primo fishing spots many 
times before we ever stop and try 
them – because we’re on the way 
to another spot, one known to us. 
No doubt this mindless tendency 
renders us partially blind and 
diminishes our potential in the 
end. As does always leaving the 
dock at precisely the same time 
when we go fishing.

Some fishing guides have a 
notoriously hard time shaking this 
habit. For some, the leave time 
doesn’t matter much. Guides who 
fish for speckled trout using live croakers during the warm season 
catch their limits on a high percentage of outings, regardless of the 
time of day in which they make the efforts. So, they apparently prefer 
simplifying things by consistently meeting their customers at the 
same time and place every day.

Guides like me who fish more during the cooler half of the year 
and who never use live bait cope with a more complex reality. We 
find a greater need to acknowledge how weather, celestial elements 
and water conditions affect our ability to catch the fish we target 
and adjust our fishing times to either take advantage of the ripest 
opportunities for catching, or to minimize the negative effects of some 
aspect of the situation which hampers our chances.  The latter truth 
also applies to weekenders and developing novice anglers.

People would certainly benefit from looking carefully at tide charts, 
the times of the rising and setting of the moon, weather forecasts and 
other elements which influence the situation, then base their choice 
of fishing time on predictions about when the fish will likely bite best. 
In winter, this might mean heading out midday and fishing into the 
warming afternoon hours while a rising tide sends water into the 
coves in an Upper Coast bay, or leaving the dock late-afternoon to fish 
through the gloaming and into the early hours of night in the Laguna 
Madre, when the water runs stupid clear. It might also suggest pulling 

up to the bollards at the Bolivar 
Flats in the middle of a hot summer 
afternoon, allowing just enough 
time to walk to the outside edge of 
the flat in anticipation of the tide 
turning to fall out.

In all these ways, a thoughtful 
angler tries to take advantage 
of some perceived advantage 
granted by the choice to fish 
during a specific time frame, after 
consideration of multiple parts of 
the equation.  This manipulation 
of fishing time resembles 
another way anglers can push 
back against the weight of the 
monstrous effects of monotony, by 
consciously attempting to avoid 
making decisions about strategy, 
lure choice and presentation 
style, without thinking about the 
subtleties of the situation.

This might motivate one to 
try the windward side of the 
bay instead of a leeward pocket, 
maybe softly shuffling and 
casting sideways to the wind, not 
marching and casting straight 

down the breeze. It could justify testing a topwater when doing 
so seems awkward, maybe ditching the topwater for a soft plastic, 
to acknowledge the perceived truth of the need to do so. Surely, it 
requires thinking about how the water qualities, bait activity, aspects 
of the weather and other environmental conditions define which type 
of presentation will likely produce best, rather than just working each 
lure the same ol’ way every time it’s tied on the end of the line.

This brings the discussion full circle, back around to the most 
obvious way the monster squelches productivity.  Anglers who 
succumb to monotony’s might wallow in a silly form of self-pity, 
mindlessly repeating presentations which resemble a maddening 
brand of music, a sad tune which echoes a single note ad 
nauseam.  On the other hand, those who stand strong and fight 
can channel some inner angling virtuoso and execute a more 
satisfying song, wielding subtle adjustments to speed, rhythm 
and depth to defeat the beast.

CO
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Phone 361-688-3714
Email  kevincochran404@yahoo.com
Web www.captainkevblogs.com

TROUT TRACKER GUIDE SERVICE

Kevin Cochran is a full-time fishing guide 
at Corpus Christi (Padre Island), TX. Kevin 
is a speckled trout fanatic and has created 
several books and dvds on the subject. 
Kevin’s home waters stretch from Corpus 
Christi Bay to the Land Cut.

KEVIN COCHRAN

Adjusting Speed, Rhythm and 
Depth in Presentations

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

As cold fronts become stronger and more frequent, catching bit trout 
on slow-sinking twitch baits like Paul Brown FatBoys can become easier.
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A 
phrase I have become particularly fond of over the years says; “If 
you aren’t the one telling the story you are late to the party.” 

Discovering fishing destinations that lie off the beaten path 
have always been of interest to me and I may have just discovered 
my newest “best” place. A couple years ago while in Cabo San 
Lucas, good friend Capt. Mike Holliday dropped a hint about a 

fishing adventure he thought would blow me away. “This place is way low-key, no 
crazy tourist town or anything like that,” he said. “It’s got amazing fishing and the 
scenery is off the chart. It’s called Los Barriles and you just gotta go.” 

That recommendation pushed my curiosity meter to the top and I soon started 
doing some research to make it happen. All I can say is that I’m so glad I did.

Our flight from Houston was an easy 2.5 hours into San Jose Del Cabo, Mexico 
where we boarded a shuttle and took a fifty minute drive north to Los Barriles. This 
cool little town is situated on the east side of the Baja Peninsula overlooking the Sea 
of Cortez and that all fantastic blue-green water. My wife, Leslie, and I stayed at a nice 
hotel called Palmas De Cortez and it was perfect because it provided the three most 
important things; clean rooms with good beds and plenty of cold air-conditioning. 

Los Barriles is home to the largest sportfishing fleet on the east cape. In fact Palmas 
De Cortez has about forty boats running right from their hotel. My choice for the time 
I was there was Los Barriles Sportfishing, operated by Nic Dragomire. LBS runs a great 
operation with top-notch gear and a super slick 2018 model 26-foot Imemsa panga-
styled fishing boat, powered by a very efficient Suzuki 4-stroke. The panga is perfectly 
suited for chasing everything from billfish to casting plugs to snapper and roosterfish 
along the shoreline rocks. The Imemsa was tricked out with SeaDek flooring and state 
of art electronics. Plenty of storage makes it a very versatile ride. 

Discovering
HIDDENHIDDENGemsGems STORY BY CHUCK UZZLE





Our first morning, Capt. Carlos Castro slid the panga up on the 
beach and we jumped in ready for anything and happy about it all. In 
prior conversations with Nic from LBS, we agreed that increasing the 
odds for a successful trip would be accomplished by being flexible and 
open to many options they have available. 

“When we have anglers who are willing to take the captains word 
on what the best bite is, we tend to have a much higher percentage 
of satisfied customers. I get it when anglers want to chase a certain 
species but there are times that it’s just not good for that fish and you 
need to explore other options. We like to be sure our clients get the 
most out of their trip and we will do everything we possibly can to 
make that happen,” Dragomire assured me. After doing my share of 
traveling and fishing I have found it’s always a good practice to trust 

your guide and be honest and realistic about your expectations. 
On the ride south I spoke to Carlos about what the plan was and we 

were going to target various species of tuna, I was more than happy 
to oblige. It didn’t take long for us to track down some fish and start 
burning some drags. LBS is fully rigged with quality Okuma rods and 
reels so I was familiar with most of the gear. I brought along a wide-
framed Okuma Citrix baitcaster on a Fishing Tackle Unlimited heavy 
action travel rod (FTUH 6103). I have caught everything from trout to 
small tarpon on that outfit and it was perfect for this application as 
well. We located a school of skipjack tuna that just destroyed any live 
bait we drifted down to them; they were a handful on the light stuff. 
We actually chummed them to the surface for a while and caught 
them on big Yo-Zuri topwater plugs. It was carnage to say the least. 

A well-appointed and very slick 2018 model 26’ Imemsa panga with 4-stroke Suzuki covers all the water you can imagine for Los Barriles sportfishing.

Wide framed Okuma baitcasters like the Komodo and Citrix 
spooled with braided line can handle the variety of fish I 

encountered and are comfortable for all day casting as well.

Renting a Honda Pioneer UTV provides 
access to endless miles of pristine 

beaches for sightseeing and fishing.

Skipjack tuna on light 
tackle and topwater 

plugs are an adventure!
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Day 2 saw us making a good run north, up toward Jacques 
Cousteau Island, where Capt. Carlos chummed up some roosterfish 
and big jacks. Unfortunately I never connected on the roosters but it 
was amazing to see how aggressively they would attack a stunned live 
bait. Carlos knew I wanted to throw some plugs so he headed for a 
long stretch of shoreline with rocky structure that was full of snapper, 
grouper and other hard-pulling species – hawkfish, cabrilla, and pargo. 
I let Carlos pick through my box of plugs and he quickly grabbed a Yo-
Zuri minnow-style jerkbait and we went to work. The Okuma Komodo 
KDS 364-LX on top of the Okuma PCH-C heavy action rod was perfect; 
light enough to cast and work plugs yet heavy enough to drag strong 
fish out of the rocks. This style of fishing was something every Texas 
angler could relate to and certainly would enjoy, especially when we 
took some filets back to the Bay View restaurant for an amazing dinner.

Now both days on the water were fantastic, I couldn’t have asked 
for anything more, but the highlight of the whole trip was renting a 
Honda Pioneer side-by-side UTV and driving the pristine white sand 
beaches with my wife. Our UTV outfitter was Quadman ATV Rentals 
and they are great to deal with. Most all the travel in and around 
town is done on ATV or UTV machines, so they are everywhere. A 
quick stop by the best tackle shop in town, East Cape Tackle, for some 
information and a few plugs that were recommended put us on our 
way. We spent a fantastic day just beach hopping with an ice chest 
filled with cold Pacifico beer and fishing gear. 

The water is about as clear as you will find anywhere and the fish 
are well within reach of the beach. Stopping at different spots to swim 
or just hang out was amazing because we never saw another person 
the entire day – a true pleasure in this day and time. We topped off the 
day by bringing some pargo filets back to our restaurant where they 
prepared some unbelievable sashimi and ceviche. 

I was almost torn about writing this because the low-key vibe of 
such a small place will eventually get drowned out as more people 
learn about it…but it was simply too good not to share. If you decide 
to try Los Barriles, do yourself a favor and pack some light tackle and a 
small box of plugs because you will literally have miles of water at your 

disposal. Do a couple of boat trips and certainly explore the beach 
because its world class. 

Do not go down there looking for party central because there is no 
nightlife, simply settle in and enjoy the quiet, laidback vibe. I know 
many will want to ask whether it is safe. According to Nic at LBS they 
have very little if any crime, so you can feel safe virtually anywhere. 

One last tidbit of info, the Texas heat is worse than anything in Los 
Barriles during summer, and this is considered their low season – fewer 
visitors, less traffic, and prices are lower. Los Barriles attracts lots of 
folks in the winter because the pleasant temperatures and winds 
attract tons of kiteboarders. Keep this in mind when planning a trip.

I can guarantee I will be back in Los Barriles before hunting season 
kicks off in earnest later this year and I am already refining my fishing 
travel bag and gear. Los Barriles is definitely worth a look if you are 
wanting that old school low-key feel where you can seemingly escape 
the craziness of a tourist trap. I cannot wait.  
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Phone 409-697-6111
Email wakesndrakes@yahoo.com 
Website wakesndrakes.com

Chuck fishes Sabine and Calcasieu 
Lakes from his home in Orange, TX. 
His specialties are light tackle and fly 
fishing for trout, reds, and flounder.

CHUCK UZZLE

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Packing Your Tackle for Airline Travel

Capt. Carlos Castro introduced us to a variety of species – 
grouper, snapper, cabrilla, pargo, and hawkfish; all ready and 

willing to hit shallow-running plugs and give a great fight.
Straight from the Sea of Cortez to the plate. Absolutely amazing!
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I
t’s been a while since I hooked a snook, a classy inshore fish 
that combines the strength of redfish with the ability to jump 
repeatedly. Smart enough to avoid many lures and if hooked, 
they are also powerful enough to use the nearest rock or 
fallen tree for shelter like some rock-friendly grouper. By 
comparison, redfish possess only one of those three traits. 

QuestAA



STORY BY JOE RICHARD

Snook

Snook even live around shallow 
wrecks and reefs offshore.

forfor



I was reminded of this recently while cast-netting finger 
mullet. I’d left a rod set out with a live mullet on a circle hook 
and it suddenly bowed up and about 20 yards out, there was a 
big splash. Fortunately the rod was an Ambassadeur 6500 with 
15-pound line, the heaviest outfit on the boat. The powerful 
fish pulled plenty of drag and headed for a nearby navigation 
marker, the only structure within a long cast. Alarmed, I 
turned the fish short, soon watching it cruise up and down 
the shoreline, shaking its head. We assumed it was a snook, 
because earlier we’d seen a big one pushing a v-wake along the 
channel’s edge like a small shark. Cruising right past our boat 
unafraid in the clear water, that sloping head profile and big 
lips were unmistakable. After a memorable fight my trophy was 
soon released; I couldn’t imagine keeping one of these fine fish. 
Marine biologists in Texas say they’re outnumbered by trout and 
redfish by at least a 1,000-to-one ratio.  

Like seatrout, snook inhabit a wide variety of habitat. They’re 
content parked in sand potholes on grassy flats, channel 
edges, under piers and bridges, commercial and private docks, 
and red mangrove trees (which grow huge and dense in the 
Everglades). They also favor jetty rocks, or sunken wrecks in 
30-or-so feet of water. The latter two habitats protects them 
from historic winter freezes.  

Here in Texas, you would have to make a trip down to Port 
Isabel to even have even a slim shot at seeing snook on any given 
day when the water is reasonably warm. They shun cold water, 
by the way, and a serious winter freeze can be hard on the local 
population. With that said, a series of warmer winters seem to be 
expanding their range north even better than the red mangrove 
trees. Before getting knocked back temporarily every 20 years or 
so. The bad freeze last winter, according to Port Isabel residents, 
caused some smaller snook to perish, but the bigger fish seemed 
to come out okay. (Bigger and wiser, they must have scooted 
offshore or to deeper and warmer channels.) Months later, around 
late July, a local guide and his wife were said to have “caught the 
right tide, and landed 17 good ones using soft plastics.” 

Often wary and finicky, these fish will sometimes go on a serious 
feed, especially when ganged up and spawning. I’ve seen video of 
what appeared to be a big Bertram anchored at the Palm Beach 
jetties in Florida, four anglers dropped live bait down and rapid-
fire winching up 20-25 pound snook like so many bull redfish. 
They were using what we used to call snapper rods with Penn 4/0 
Senator reels, which is pretty crude tackle for these noble fish. 
At least the heavy gear meant they were pulled up quickly, and 
released a lot quicker than light tackle, though all that catch-and-
release probably wasn’t conducive to their spawning ritual. 

Snook gather along that coast every Labor Day at the jetties to 
spawn, and they must be hungry during that time. Just north of 
there at the Stuart jetties, I’ve peered down during that time and 
saw a school of more than a hundred big snook. A friend who’d 
caught a bunch of Spanish sardines just offshore at a buoy, filled 
his live well, returned to the jetties and fought one big snook 
after another, getting hooked up every time he drifted by on an 
incoming tide, then fighting them in open water.  

That spawning with fast feeding action might be the story 
behind this old black and white photo from Port Aransas (circa 
1930 or so) where two anglers clearly crushed spawning-sized 

A serious catch of spawning-sized snook in Port Aransas in 1930 
or so, back when they could be caught and sold commercially.

Smaller “Fat snook” grow to only three pounds or so. Photo from South Padre jetties. 

Author with his latest snook, soon released.
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snook with only five-foot rods and knuckle-buster 
reels. That local population of snook (also tarpon and 
goliath grouper) really took it on the chin back in the 
day before bag and size limits, when anyone could 
sell their fish. 

Today, populations of those three species are much 
depleted compared with historical levels. Texans who 
want snook can either wade or drift-fish the flats in 
South Texas, or probe around Brownsville’s channel 
docks. The latter option we did years ago with Capt. 
Gilbert Vela, catching 10 snook on a warm November 
night. All were dutifully released, though the same can’t 
be said for some shore-bound anglers with access to 
bank-fishing that channel. 

Texans might consider a snook quest all the way 
down to Florida’s Southwest coast, south of Naples 
beyond the hedge fund-owned high rises, and jet ski 
tours through  mangrove creeks. Down further south 
to more primitive country bordering the Everglades 
coast, home of serious mangrove forests and tidal 
creeks, around the small town of Chokoloskee. This past 
summer, a friend and teacher from Arlington named 
Brandon Pope trailered his 18-footer there and had a 
time with local snook, also jumping eight tarpon and 
landing one, in the process losing $100 worth of lures. 
That’s dedication to fishing, while catching more snook 
in one trip than most Texas anglers might ever see. 

A similar quest can be enjoyed around Port Isabel 
or Port Mansfield by picking a prime month, watching 
the moon phase and its tides, even fishing at night, 
and really focusing. While avoiding South Bay during 
nearby rocket launch days, when they somehow close 
South Bay. During such a trip it wouldn’t hurt to start 
off by fishing with a local snook guide, like Ernest 
Cisneros or Wayne Davis. Live finger mullet will certainly 
catch snook there, (although Ernest and Wayne fish 
lures only),  which might be a good idea if you haven’t 
used artificials much, which requires practice and 
presentation, quality tackle and setting the hook at the right moment.   

For the lure-tossers, a few bait types have caught a great many 
snook, including both mullet and shrimp-imitations, but mostly 
mullet. Starting with shrimp, the DOA or other slow-sinking plastic 
shrimp are deadly and their single hook generally stays in a hooked 
and even jumping fish. The gold Johnson Sprite spoon certainly 
works, though its treble hook version is subject to being thrown 
when a snook jumps, which happened to me last summer; there was 
a savage boil, a startling jump and splash, the spoon sailed free as 
a bird, and a trophy snook was gone. A younger angler might have 
shrieked in despair at the tragic loss. At my age, well, you just sort of 
wince and go back to casting. 

Other snook baits include “suspending plugs” like the Rapala X-Rap 
Twitching Mullet or Mirrolure’s MirrOdine family, along with others.  

And then you have the soft plastic mullet imitators like jerkbaits, 
which are generally rigged weedless, or sometimes with a circle hook. 
Or the plastic “soft baits” like the DOA Baitbuster, an odd-looking bait 
that has caught countless snook, including my biggest ever years ago, 
a ponderous 40-incher if memory serves. These baits are really jigs that 

carry lead inside them for longer casts and probing deeper water down 
to 30 feet down under bridges. And let’s not forget the fly guys; they’ve 
caught many snook over the years, mostly using the Deceiver fly series.

If Texas can get by another 20 years without a big freeze, as it very 
well might, we should see more snook migrating up the Texas coast, at 
least to Matagorda and Galveston. Time will tell. 
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T Joe Richard has fished the Gulf since 1967, starting out of Port Ar-
thur, but his adventures have taken him up and down the entire coast. 

He was the editor of Tide magazine 
for eight years, and later Florida 
Sportsman’s book and assistant 
magazine editor. He began guiding 
out of Port O’Connor in 1994. His 
specialty is big kingfish, and his 
latest book is The Kingfish Bible, 
New Revelations. Available at 
Seafavorites.com

JOE RICHARD

Soft plastic, imitation mullet artificial often works best for snook.

Snook combine the fighting strength of redfish, with the ability to jump. 
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F
ew things create more commotion on 
deck than a ling surfacing next to the 
boat. The only thing broader than this 
species’ range are the names anglers 
refer to them by. Whether you call them 
lemonfish, crab eaters, or cobia, ling are 

always a welcome addition to the fish box. 
Due perhaps in part to their popularity as table 

fare, many conservation-minded anglers have been 
reporting declining ling landings and a few have even 
advocated self-imposed bag reductions. Based on this 
angler-driven information, the Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department and federal agencies have begun funding 
additional assessments of Texas’ ling populations. Areas 
of particular interest are post-release survival in the 
hook and line fishery, habitat use patterns along the 
Texas coast, and seasonal movements to evaluate ling 
stock mixing (if any) between U.S. and Mexican waters. 
Mixing has significant implications for management, 
especially if the degree of stock overlap between the 
U.S. Gulf and Mexican waters is high.

Sound like a tall order? Well, it is, but not too tall 
for Dr. Matt Streich. One of the best parts of my job 
is getting to work with world-class researchers, and 
Matt is no exception. He has been studying Texas’ 
sportfish populations for the better part of a decade 
and has developed expertise in unraveling the 
mysteries of sportfish movements. He also happens 
to be an avid angler, routinely chasing tarpon, trout, 
and wahoo, making him the perfect person to lead 
this project (Figure 1). 

So where to start when trying to track fish in open 
water? Outer space, obviously. Matt attaches pop-up 
satellite archival tags (PSATs) to ling using a custom 
tether and dart anchor. These satellite tags will stay 
attached to the fish for a predetermined amount of time 

Figure 1: Sportfish Center researchers Dr. Matt Streich (left) and Jeff Kaiser, M.S., (right) with a PSAT-
tagged ling. Jeff is holding the PSAT tag while the orange dart tag with our contact information is 
also clearly visible. Chances are that someone reading this article will catch one of these tagged 

ling so please keep reading for instructions on what to do and how to claim your reward!

Figure 2: Depth, temperature, and light level plots uploaded 
from one of the PSAT tags. Based on the incredibly low 
light levels almost immediately after release, it appears 

this ling was eaten by a shark sometime on October 14th 
(period 1). This is further suggested by the relatively stable 

temperature (period 2). Sometime late on October 17th, 
it appears the shark passed the tag out of one end or the 
other, thus the tag popped up to the surface (period 3). 

STORY BY QUENTIN HALL, M.S. | ANGLER OUTREACH 
COORDINATOR, RESEARCH SPECIALIST II, CENTER FOR SPORTFISH 

SCIENCE & CONSERVATION HARTE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
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before automatically detaching and “popping up” to the surface where 
they upload stored water temperature, light level, and depth data to 
orbiting satellites (Figures 2 & 3). They can even provide tracks of the 
fish while the tag was still attached. 

Some ling are also surgically implanted with a small acoustic 
transmitter that emits a unique sound signature. Listening stations, 
called acoustic receivers, are positioned in strategic locations to 
listen for these fish, although the effective transmission range of 
the acoustic tags is often less than a couple hundred yards. Acoustic 
technology helps us understand small scale movements, while the 
satellite technology is geared towards recording regional- to global-
scale movements. 

Cooperating anglers have also been provided with dart tags to 
increase the number of tagged ling as part of our citizen scientist 
sportfish tagging initiative. This has led to numerous recapture 
events which have provided us with additional data. Captain Kyle 
Gonterman and his son Gavin recently reported one of these 
recaptured ling (Figure 4). Interestingly, this fish was recaptured one 
year later at the same artificial reef where it was tagged, almost to 
the day. It also grew about 4 inches and packed on several pounds 
during that time. Kyle was able to provide us with new growth and 
movement data from this recapture, no small contribution when 
starting a new dataset. 

As Dr. Streich and the rest of the Sportfish Center team have 
moved forward with our ling research, we have come to rely on 

anglers like Kyle and Gavin for support. If you happen to catch a dart 
tagged ling, please call 361-825-2525 with the fish’s tag ID number, 
length, and weight. If you happen to catch a ling with a full PSAT 
tag please record the tag ID number, release it, and call the same 
number. Anglers reporting recapture events will get a small reward 
for their contribution. 

The Sportfish Center and our Citizen Scientist partners have already 
tagged nearly a hundred ling. As this number continues to rise, we look 
forward to understanding this fishery on a deeper level and getting to 
meet the wonderful anglers who hook into these awesome fish.

For a first-hand look at how we target, catch, and tag ling, activate 
the accompanying video via QR code. 

Quentin Hall is the Angler Outreach Coordinator for the Center for 
Sportfish Science and Conservation at the Harte Research Institute. He 
turned his lifelong fishing and hunting habits into a career, receiving 
dual bachelor’s degrees in Animal Science and Fisheries Management 
from the University of Missouri and his M.S. in Marine Biology from Texas 
A&M – Corpus Christi. While Quentin’s research focuses on a variety of 
studies ranging from juvenile sportfish recruitment dynamics to sportfish 
movements, his true passion is connecting anglers with the science 
supporting their fisheries.

Figure 4: Captain Kyle Gonterman and son Gavin recaptured this 
nice ling a few months ago. This fish was originally outfitted with 
a 60-day satellite tag that successfully transmitted and detached 

on schedule in August of 2020. Kyle was able to identify the fish by 
the dart tag still in the fish. We know some of the ling we tagged 

last year migrated towards Mexico during the winter months. 
The additional length and location data provided by Captain Kyle 
gives us unique insight into ling movements in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Interestingly, this particular fish was present at the same reef 
almost exactly a year apart despite traveling hundreds of miles 

during the rest of the year. Captain Kyle, thank you for your support 
and for bringing up the next generation of saltwater anglers!

Figure 3: Depth, temperature, and light level plots uploaded from one of the PSAT tags attached 
to a ling for 180 days. Based on the depth plot, you can see that the ling spent a lot of time in the 
top 100 ft (30m) of the water column and made frequent visits to the surface. As the fish began 
to experience colder temperatures into the late fall and winter, less frequent visits to the surface 

were observed, and the fish began to use deeper and deeper water (red arrows illustrate this 
trend). The coldest temperatures experienced by this fish were about 55°F around the time of 

“the freeze” in February 2021. This fish remained off the Texas coast the entire deployment period.

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.
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REDFISH TACTICS FOR 
HOT LATE-SUMMER DAYS

J A Y  W A T K I N S

A S K  T H E  P R O

The passage of each day brings us closer to what I 
believe is the absolute best time of the year on the 
Middle and Lower Texas coasts. Current conditions 
include daily highs still in the mid- to upper-90s with 
water temperatures nearing 90° most days. Tides are 
still seasonably low on average but with tropical storm 
activity entering the Gulf of Mexico as of this writing, 
tides are sure to be on the rise, and this will be a good 
thing. Through September and early October we can 
expect more tropical activity and likely a weak front or 
two. I love summertime and not having to wear so much 
gear but always look forward to the cooler months. 

The dredging of Cedar Bayou continues and should be 
completed by the beginning of October. I see this as the 
lifeblood of northern Aransas Bay, along with Copano, 
St. Charles, Mesquite and the southern portions of San 
Antonio Bay. All the smaller bays; Dunham’s, Spaulding, 
Carlos, Cedar and Sundown will benefit similarly and I 
expect our back lake trout fishing will be much improved 
this fall and winter, especially when the tides are moving.

Right now we are dealing with very calm conditions 
and extreme heat. Trout fishing was better during July 
and August, due in part to the fact that the fresh water 
influx displaced the freeze survivors that would have 
normally been scattered all across the Aransas system, 
and they congregated in saltier pockets farther south. 
Moving water has been a huge key to catching the trout 
that I have been able to pattern. Our bite is definitely an 
early morning gig while redfish provide excellent angling 

during midday and afternoon hours. These tactics are the 
focus of this month’s article. 

Redfish tend to be more shallow water oriented and 
grass flats along spoil and mangrove islands create ideal 
habitat for the variety of food sources they thrive on. 
Crabs and small shrimp are some of the more common 
stomach contents many will see when cleaning their 
catch. Shallow water naturally creates smaller feeding 
zones, and also smaller strike zones for anglers to target. 
During periods of low tides, redfish will push up into 
the flats, feeding in the reduced water column. During 
higher tides, when the water is deeper on those flats, 
it is not uncommon for reds to stage along the outside 
drop-off of the flat proper.  

During the hottest months, July through September, 
our shallow flats cool during the night and then 
become super-heated during the day. This promotes 
nighttime feeding no matter what the moon phase 
might be. Winds during these three months are 
historically light, with the exception of tropical activity 
or the occasional thunderstorm. Days with little or 
no wind will typically produce the hottest water 
temperatures, hot enough to drive redfish and baitfish 
alike to the nearest deep spot and cooler water. Deeper 
potholes or swags and swales found on larger flats can 
fill up with fish waiting out the heat.

I look for guts and washouts that extend into a flat 
with small fingers or feeder guts where water drains 
and floods the flat during tidal movements. A very 

critical aspect in this process is to 
look for the washouts and guts 
that have slightly off-colored 
water. The off-colored water is 
many times the results of good 
numbers of larger fish hanging in 
that specific washout. The smaller 
the feeder guts the better. The 
smaller guts function somewhat 
like a funnel, increasing flow 
velocity during tidal movements 
and also when passing ships 
and barges push a broad wake 
toward the flat. Smaller zones also 
concentrate the fish for us – the 
greater the number present the 
greater the competition for food 
will be. This will result in some 
fish taking a lure simply to keep 

Lowell Odom starting up in the 
skinny shortly after daylight.
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others from getting it. Remember this: A fish doesn’t know a lure is 
not food until it’s in their mouth.

We must also take into consideration the amount of early morning 
boat traffic on the flats as more anglers are choosing to fish the 
early morning hours versus the hotter times of the day. I honestly 
fish very little in the afternoon anymore during summer. I am older 
and my clientele are too, for the most part. In my younger days my 
summertime game plan focused on trout early, and then waiting for 
the heat to drive the fish off the flats into deeper potholes or drop-offs. 
I remember learning this pattern from David Wilson and Robby Barker 
more years ago than any of us probably care to remember. The gut at 
South Bay is notorious for this summertime pattern. David and I would 
wade up into South Bay early in the morning and sight-cast reds, and 
then follow them to the drop-off of the gut or on the opposite side 
along Corpus Christi Bayou. David called it Catfish Bend and I still do 
today. Jay Ray has a different name for it and I never knew where he 
was talking about until we fished it together one day. 

By early afternoon the numbers of redfish that show along this 
drop-off can be amazing. I do believe that some of the larger reds 
actually pull up to the edge of the drop-off and were never actually 
on the shallow flat. I base this on the size of fish we caught by sight-
casting the flat compared to those we caught on the drop-off. If this 
is indeed true, and I believe it is, then it’s the best of both worlds, 
right? Two totally different age classes of fish coming together 
forming larger schools of very competitive fish. We had some very 
productive afternoons wading the boggy edges of the gut and the 
channel, that’s for sure.

We know that low tides, high water temperatures, and boat traffic 
all play a role in driving the red fish to deeper areas around our flats. 
That said, what’s the best way to catch them? 

I have long preferred 5-inch rattail plastics but a smaller MirrOlure or 
Bass Assassin rattail or paddletail is hard to beat for redfish production. 
I do not use them often but I know how productive they can be. In 
my redfish tournament days we mostly threw spoons and the 3-1/2 

and 4-inch Bass Assassins. 
We won  a few boats with 
them so that should tell 
you they can be especially 
productive. Morning Glory-
Chartreuse, Plum-Chartreuse, 
Watermelon Red Glitter, 
Golden Bream and Molting 
are great color choices. I think 
my knowledge of how many 
large trout will hang with 
larger reds keeps me wanting 
to throw that larger 5-inch 
confidence bait more times 
than not. Just a few days ago 
we had a school of reds and 
drum working a drop-off 
and I pulled a 6-plus pound 
trout right out of them on the 
larger offering. 

I like to get the lure low in 
the water column, literally 
dusting the bottom. Reds 

are nose and eyes down much of the time so by dusting the bottom 
or skimming the shoal grass your lure will be right where she expects 
her next meal to be. 

Standing as far out and away from the washout and its feeders as 
possible is also critical. The greater the number of fish the easier it will 
be to spook them. Truth is, they will spook on the hookset and also 
spook to some degree from the actions of the fish you have hooked. 
But by staying a good distance from the area where the redfish are 
holding, you allow them opportunity to settle down and resume their 
normal activity without bolting for the horizon. If you’re not capable 
of long casts then you need to practice. It’s no different than hitting a 
golf ball. The more you practice the better you will become.

If fishing in the heat is no concern for you, you might consider 
fishing for reds in middle to late afternoon hours. I can promise that 
you won’t have nearly the numbers of boats on the water and you just 
might catch that trout of a lifetime mixed with the reds.

May your fishing always be catching!  -Guide, Jay Watkins
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Jay Watkins has been a full-time fishing guide at Rockport, 
TX, for more than 20 years. Jay specializes in wading year-
round for trout and redfish with artificial lures. Jay covers 
the Texas coast from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay.

Telephone 361-729-9596 
Email  Jay@jaywatkins.com 
Website   www.jaywatkins.com

Lure Selection for Targeting 
Flats Washouts and Guts

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Joel Piefer with nice mid-
morning speck - CPR.

Distinct underwater 
edges along drop-off.
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Texas Parks and Wildlife Department-Coastal Fisheries 
(TPWD-CF) celebrates the twentieth anniversary of the 
TPWD-CF Sponsored Internship Program. The program 
began in 2002 with just one sponsored intern, and 
there are now seventeen sponsored intern positions 
coastwide during the summer! 

The TPWD-CF Internship Program was originally 
developed as a coordinated effort between TPWD-CF, 
Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi (TAMU-CC), and 
Coastal Conservation Association (CCA). The idea came 
from Kyle Spiller, former Ecosystem Leader for the Upper 
Laguna Madre (ULM) Fisheries Management team, and 
Dr. David McKee, former TAMU-CC professor.

When asked about the origins of the program, Dr. 
McKee recalled it began when Kyle Spiller expressed 
interest in having interns during the busy summer 
sampling periods. Having been a biologist for Coastal 
Fisheries, Dr. McKee knew what would be expected of 
an intern and suggested sending exemplary students 
from his undergraduate marine science classes to be 
evaluated by Coastal Fisheries staff for the position. 
Through CCA Texas, Dr. McKee was able to secure 
funding for a three-month period and thus the 
sponsored internship program was born. 

“The internship program was and is a win-win-win-
win,” exclaimed McKee, “for CCA, the university, the 
student, and TPWD. Long live the Program!” 

The purpose of the program is to provide opportunity 
for undergraduate students to gain hands-on experience 
to strengthen their resumes. Even before the internship 
begins the interview process itself provides valuable 
experience for students, many of whom may have never 
participated in a professional interview before. Interns 
who work with the Coastal Fisheries Management teams 
get boat-handling, maintenance, and repair experience. 
Many interns come from a background of little boating 
experience so having a team of seasoned captains 
coaching them translates into confidence navigating 
our unique bay systems. Aside from boating, interns 
become very familiar with a wide variety of sampling 
gears; bag seines, oyster dredges, gill nets, and trawls. 
More importantly, interns learn the science behind the 
sampling methods and how the data collected is used to 
direct management decisions. 

Following in Spiller’s footsteps, Faye Grubbs, 
current ULM Ecosystem Leader, has been assisting 
with the program more than a decade. In that time 
she has witnessed the transformation of many young 
professionals, from wide-eyed, eager interns becoming 
skilled technicians.

“After assisting with the program for the past eleven 
years, I always enjoy day one of the internship,” states Faye, 
“seeing these students show up with a backpack on their 
shoulder and wearing fresh outdoor apparel, transition 

B y  D a v i d  N o r r i s  |  C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  B a y  E c o s y s t e m

F I E L D  N O T E S

TWENTY YEARS: 
TURNING STUDENTS INTO SCIENTISTS
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from hours of classroom lectures to getting covered in fish slime 
and sunscreen. Our TPWD staff do a remarkable job of mentoring 
these interns and taking them under their wings. By the end of 
twelve weeks they become fully-functioning team members, 
significantly contributing during our busiest months of the year. 
These moments really make me appreciate the vision of the 
program founders and all the varied contributors along the way.”

Since its inception, the sponsored internship program 
has grown from one intern working with the ULM Fisheries 
Management team to interns working with all eight fisheries 
management teams along the entire coast. In 2015, the program 
expanded to Ecosystem Resources Protection (ERP) and the 
Science and Policy branches. Two years later the Enhancement 
branch added two summer intern positions. In more recent 
years, the program has grown even more to include intern 
positions for the Habitat Assessment Team, Artificial Reef 
Program, Coastal Outreach, Trip Ticket Program, and Genetics 
and Life History studies. 

The tremendous growth of the program is reflective of 
the generosity of the sponsors. Contributors over the years 
have included CCA, Mr. and Mrs. Big Trout Tournament, 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and Saltwater-fisheries 
Enhancement Association. 

In 2021, CCA sponsored seventeen intern positions and over 
the past twenty years, 160 interns have been funded through 
CCA. This is equivalent to 76,800 hours of assistance and a total 
value of $1,040,000. Of the 160 interns, sixteen landed full-time 
jobs with TPWD, twelve are currently employed by TPWD, and 
several secured employment with other resource management 
agencies such as United States Fish and Wildlife Service, General 
Land Office, Texas Commission of Environmental Quality, as well 
as non-government agencies. Hats off to everyone involved in 
CCA for making this partnership possible. Your conservation 
dollars are hard at work every summer to improve our fisheries. 

Credit and gratitude are also due the fiscal agents who ensure 
the program runs smoothly on the financial side. The Harte 
Research Institute at TAMU-CC served as the first fiscal agent 
and created a model for TAMU–Galveston and the University of 
Texas–Rio Grande Valley to follow suit.

Personally, I am truly grateful for the TPWD-CF Sponsored 
Internship Program and its partners because I am one of the 
interns who obtained full-time employment with TPWD. I credit 
the program for much of my success. Don’t just take my word 
for it, though. Miguel Garcia, Fish and Wildlife Technician for the 
Brownsville Ecosystem team, was happy to report; “The internship 
program provided me with the unique opportunity to learn skills 
required to be a competitive candidate for joining the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife team. I applied to different positions along 
the Gulf Coast but I was lacking some essential skills. Through 
the internship I learned how to use and repair various sampling 
equipment and I gained experience navigating different sized 
vessels along the Lower Laguna Madre and the Gulf of Mexico. 
November 2021 will mark my sixth year working with Coastal 
Fisheries Division and I am more than happy to say that I love my 
job and appreciate the team I work with. I would like to thank 
CCA for the opportunity they provided through the sponsorship 
program and TPWD for trusting me to achieve my goals.” 
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Another success story is Aransas Bay’s Fish and Wildlife Technician, 
Jeremy McCulloch. Jeremy graciously shared; “My CCA funded 
internship with the TPWD Aransas Bay Field Station did more for 
me than just get my foot in the door. A large part of what it takes to 
be a competitive candidate in the field of biology is the hands-on 
experience of fieldwork, something usually not obtained on campus. 
For me, this was gained in the summer of 2018, when I realized that 
managing a resource for generations to enjoy was what I wanted to 
work towards. Now I am a part of the same team I started with in 2018, 
doing exactly that. I am forever grateful to CCA and the Aransas Bay 
team that mentored me.”

Lastly, Brian Bartram, Ecosystem leader for Corpus Christi Bay, rose 
through the ranks, having started as an intern with the ULM Fisheries 
Management team in 2004. Brian is a true testament to the success of 
the program. 

“I fell in love with the work from day one,” Brian reminisced. 
“Working alongside the technicians and biologists that summer, I 
quickly realized that if I wanted to have a positive impact on natural 
resource management, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department was 
where that goal would come to fruition. My CCA sponsored internship 
allowed me to establish professional relationships and also lifelong 
friendships that I maintain to the present day. I have now been 
working with the Department for sixteen years and I currently serve 
as an Ecosystem Leader for Corpus Christi Bay, alongside a team of 
dedicated biologists and professionals. I look forward each year to 
hosting a new CCA intern in this field office and I hope that they, too, 
will share the same passion for managing and conserving the vast 
marine resources of Texas.”

On behalf of TPWD Coastal Fisheries and all the participants, I 
would like to say a huge thank you to CCA for twenty years of funding. 
Their continued support of this life-changing program is an immense 
investment toward the sustainability of our beloved fisheries.

Check the TPWD Outdoor Annual, your local TPWD Law 
Enforcement office, or tpwd.texas.gov for more info.
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Purchase your ticket today!
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Lucky for me, it doesn’t not take much to make me 
happy. I’ve learned to appreciate the little things and 
that’s exactly what keeps me going. One of these is 
flipping the page of my calendar to October. Lots of 
folks might not get it but that one little word brings a 
smile to my face and changes my whole attitude. 

So, October is without a doubt my favorite month of 
the year, and rightfully so. For starters, the sweltering 
heat of long summer days is finally behind us and 
that in itself is enough to rejoice. Along with cooler 
temperatures, nature’s preparation for winter begins 
and this creates a scenario for some of the finest fishing 
of the year. Baitfish, especially mullet, that have thrived 
in the marsh through spring and summer will begin 
to migrate to the gulf. As they make their journey, 
every predator will gather to take full advantage of the 
situation, including anglers. 

One of the greatest aspects about this time of year is 
the ease of being able to locate fish. Through summer, 

it is sometimes difficult to pattern the movements of 
redfish as they often roam and feed singly or in small 
pods. However, come October, redfish will tend to form 
larger schools and work together during foraging. As 
this is happening, they are much easier to find by sight, 
and sometimes even by sound. I cannot express how 
much I enjoy being in the marsh on a calm October 
morning and hearing a school of hungry redfish 
crashing along a shoreline, mullet and shrimp fleeing 
helter-skelter trying to avoid being eaten. Ahh, the 
sounds of October! 

As far as trout are concerned, they too will be getting 
in on the action. You can find them ganging in large 
schools along just about any main lake shoreline or near 
cuts and sloughs waiting for shrimp and other baitfish 
to swim through. Whenever the tide turns and begins to 
recede toward the gulf, so will the bait. Waiting for them 
to fall into the lake are hundreds of hungry trout. When 
fished properly, anglers can sit in one spot and catch 

D A V E  R O B E R T S

S H A L L O W  W AT E R  F I S H I N G

FAVORITE TIME OF YEAR

 38   |   October 2021



trout for hours, sometimes throughout the day. 
Fish are not the only animals that are feeding heavily during this 

time. Our avian friends also take advantage of scurrying bait being 
pushed to the surface by schooling gamefish. A shrimp popping out 
of the water escaping a hungry trout or redfish makes for a quick 
and easy meal for any gull, tern, or egret. One tip that every angler 
should remember is to always pay attention to the birds. If you are 
in the marsh flats, keep an eye open for egrets lined up down the 
shoreline at the water’s edge. If you see this, slow down and fish that 
area. There are fish nearby and as they swim, bait will scatter and the 
birds are waiting for that to happen. You can also see them playing a 
game of leap frog down the shore; this will indicate which direction 
the fish are moving. An angler should never pass up shorebirds! 

When fishing in open water, seagulls and terns are a dead 
giveaway of schooling gamefish. “Chasing the birds”, as many call 
it, is arguably one of the most fun things inshore anglers can do. 
Usually there are dozens of birds fighting over escaping bait, which 
makes it easily recognizable from a considerable distance. Once you 
get there, it’s nearly a guarantee to catch numerous fish. Two very 
important things I have learned the hard way chasing birds – shut 
down and idle or use a trolling motor to slowly get within casting 
range. Motoring into them full-bore will spook the birds and send 
the fish packing. I have seen this happen time and time again from 
inexperienced anglers and it will immediately ruin everyone’s 
chances when other anglers are there ahead of you. The other tip is 
to avoid the temptation to throw a topwater! I know watching a fish 
blow up on your lure is exciting but when there are that many birds 
around, they’ll be all over it, too. They will hover above it and pick it 
up, potentially getting hooked or tangled in your line. The last thing 
you want to deal with is trying to untangle an angry bird with treble 

hooks swinging about dangerously. 
Since the weather is near perfect in October, it makes spending 

a full day on the water much more manageable. My typical game 
plan is to get the boat launched at first light and then ease out into 
the main lake or bay and begin looking for feeding gulls. Binoculars 
can be a great aid in this. Once I hit a few groups and the sun begins 
to get a little higher in the sky I usually head to the marsh. After 
spending the day chasing marsh reds, I like to head back out to open 
water and chase birds until dark. It’s the perfect scenario!

October, in my opinion, is a one of a kind month and stands alone 
in its own category. It is filled with everything an angler could ever 
want. Between the ideal days with cooler temperatures, plentiful and 
cooperative fish, what more could you want? Be sure to get out with 
your family and friends to enjoy what Texas has to offer. You sure 
don’t want to miss out!
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T Dave Roberts is an avid kayak-fishing enthusiast fishing 

primarily the inshore Upper Coast region with occasional 
adventures to surf and nearshore Gulf of Mexico.

Email:  TexasKayakChronicles@yahoo.com
Website:  www.TexasKayakChronicles.com

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Tips for Fishing Schools 
and Working the Birds
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B y  J o h n  B l a h a

T S F M A G  C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S

THE LAST LEG OF 2021
As the calendar turns to the last quarter of 2021, CCA 
Texas has worked through a year that started with many 
unknowns and a deep freeze in February. CCA Texas 
volunteers and staff rolled into 2021 with a renewed 
sense of purpose to ensure the Texas coastal resources 
are healthy for future and present generations, and the 
February freeze only brought more challenges to the table. 
CCA Texas will always put the health of Texas’s coastal 
fisheries and ecosystems first, and volunteer committees 
and leadership stepped up to the challenge.  

STAR and Chapter Tournament Formats  - The STAR 
Tournament Committee moved methodically and 
purposefully, and made changes to the tournament 
that were necessary and immediate. The entire format 
of the tournament was changed to a tag and release 
tournament, with the mandatory release of any tagged 
redfish caught. It was simply a catch, clip and release 
format that was hugely successful and offered many 
opportunities for prizes. Sponsors and participants alike 
enjoyed the new format and saw categories filled with 
winners and opportunities till the last day. We look forward 
to a complete wrap-up by the STAR staff in the next issue.

On the chapter level, local chapters took the lead of the 
STAR Tournament, and all local chapter events moved to a 
Catch-Photo-Release format for local chapter events. The 
largest, Babes on the Bay, led the way, and immediately 
made changes to the annual tournament. After much 
committee discussion and visiting with tournament 
directors and App developers, the committee chose 
to go with the Fishing Chaos App. The committee and 

participants were up to the challenge, and over 900 lady 
anglers from Texas to California to Georgia participated in 
the event once again. The Fishing Chaos App proved to be 
easy to use and at the same time provided the opportunity 
for a full catch and release format that still upheld the 
integrity of the tournament and anglers alike. A lot was 
learned from the first-time use of the App, and CCA Texas 
looks forward to continuing to use Fishing Chaos in local 
chapter tournaments from over 1,000 anglers to as few 
as 20 teams such as local Guide’s Cup events. The Texas 
coast and fisheries are used by many charitable and non-
charitable fishing tournaments and CCA Texas hopes that 
many will explore alternative ways to run these events that 
will offer the minimal impact possible to the resource.

Hatchery Support  - CCA Texas has been a long-time 
supporter of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s 
(TPWD) hatchery program, actually since day one. CCA 
volunteer committees played a big role in the efforts to 
put hatcheries in place in all facets. This commitment 
continued, and immediately after the February freeze 
CCA Texas and TPWD took steps to ensure the hatcheries 
abilities to increase and ensure productivity at the facilities. 
Through an electronic vote by the CCA Texas Board of 
Directors, $152,000 in funding was approved to aid the Sea 
Center Texas Hatchery in Lake Jackson and the CCA Marine 
Development Center (CCA MDC) in Flour Bluff to ramp up 
their production of juvenile speckled trout and redfish. 
With these funds TPWD biologists at Sea Center Texas 
will be able to purchase and install liner replacements 
for three rearing ponds, allowing them to immediately 

The commercial oyster fleet descended on Copano and Aransas Bays after 
the closure of Galveston’s public reefs. These smaller systems simply cannot 

continue to support the pressure put on them by a mobile commercial 
fleet. CCA Texas continues to look at ways that the commercial fleet can be 
managed with the minimal amount of damage to this important habitat.
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increase fingerling production as some of the ponds were entirely out 
of commission and the remainder required frequent repair. Additionally, 
CCA Texas funding will allow replacement of four vital heat exchangers 
for the speckled trout brood tank systems at the CCA MDC to ensure 
proper temperature control and allow staff to increase the spawning 
period and maximize egg production of speckled trout broodstock.

“It was a moment for immediate action to ensure a speedy recovery 
of all Texas bays and estuaries that were negatively impacted by the 
coastal freeze,” said Mark Ray, Chairman of CCA Texas. “I am proud 
that CCA Texas was able to step up quickly in this time of need for our 
critically important hatchery system, and we will continue to work with 
TPWD leadership as this effort continues.”

This move for funding cemented the continued support of TPWD 
Hatcheries to help the speckled trout and redfish rebound as quickly 
as possible from the devastating effects of the February freeze. This 
vote showed the ability of CCA Texas to move quickly when needed on 
key issues that affect Texas’s coastal resources.

Advocacy  - Oysters continue to stay at the forefront of CCA Texas 
Advocacy efforts.  The 2020/2021 season once again showed that 
changes to the management of public reefs must be continuously 
improved in the future to keep the resource sustainable.  The public 
reefs of Galveston were closed early in the season and the commercial 
fleet descended on the Coastal Bend. More than 100 boats worked 
the Aransas and Copano Bay systems daily. These smaller bay systems 
simply will not be able to continue to be sustainable with this type 
of continued pressure. CCA Texas, local recreational anglers, and 
resource managers are concerned about the continued assault on 
these reef systems and what future may hold. TPWD Coastal Fisheries 
managers are looking closely at the current processes and matrices 
that manage these systems, and what can be done to ensure their 
health for the future.  

TPWD recently posted requests seeking public input on a proposed 
amendment to temporarily prohibit oyster harvesting for two years 
from 199 acres of restored oyster reefs. The temporary closures will 
allow for the planting of oyster cultch to repopulate in those areas and 
provide enough time for those oysters to reach legal size for harvest. 
Oyster cultch is the material to which oyster spat (juvenile oysters) 

attach, creating an oyster reef.
Due to the decline of oyster reefs from overharvesting and other 

environmental conditions, the 85th Texas Legislature passed House Bill 
51 in 2017. This bill included language that required certified oyster 
dealers return TPWD-approved cultch materials in an amount equal to 
30% of the total volume of oysters purchased in the previous license 
year. A portion of ongoing restoration efforts are a direct result of that 
legislation.  CCA Texas supports all efforts to protect these restored reefs.

This recent request for input from the community is one of 
several ways that recreational fishermen can get involved. Other 
ways are making public comment at TPWD public meetings. TPWD 

Commissioners recently held their annual August 
meetings in Austin. The TPWD Commissioner’s 
meetings typically offer an opportunity for people 
to make statements to the Commission about their 
concerns and/or support of anything that has to 
do with TPWD. This is a great opportunity to make 
yourself heard to the body that directs the actions of 
TPWD. Shane Bonnot, CCA Texas Advocacy Director, 
and members of the Aransas Bay chapter attended 
the August meeting and expressed their individual 
concerns regarding the management of the oyster 
fishery in Aransas and Copano Bays. This opportunity 
is available to each of us to speak directly to the 
commissioners with our concerns.

2021 has been a very successful year thus far for 
CCA Texas. The leadership and staff look forward to a 
continued strong performance in the last quarter as the 
many volunteers, members, sponsors, and supporters 
push toward the goal line. To learn more about CCA 
Texas and all the happenings visit www.ccatexas.org.

CCA Texas stepped up immediately to fund the rearing pond liner replacement 
project at Sea Center Texas to ensure that TPWD production stayed online and 

with the ability to increase the stocking efforts for spotted seatrout and redfish.

CCA Texas is committed to oyster restoration efforts along the coast. 
CCA Texas fully supports TPWD’s efforts to protect these restorations 

with two-year closures following completion of the projects.
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If it looks like a duck, and quacks like a duck, we have at 
least to consider the possibility that we have a small aquatic 
bird of the family Anatidae on our hands.
~ Douglas Adams

Mergus serrator is a shaggy-headed diving duck. Also 
known as a sawbill, the merganser’s long, thin bill sports 
tiny serrations that it uses to keep hold of slippery prey. 
Its genus and species name reflect this description: 
Mergus, from the Latin mergo, meaning “to dive” and 
serrator, from the Latin serra, meaning “saw.” Superficially, 
this species is quite similar to the common merganser. 
However, the red-breasted merganser nests farther north 
(on the ground) and winters mostly on salt water, while 
the common winters mostly on fresh water and nests in 
cavities. One of the red-breasted merganser’s notable 
features is a ruffled double crest. Both male and female 
have a crest. Breeding males have metallic-green heads, 
a striking white neck band and wing patches, deep red 
eyes and bill, a black back and black-striped rump, and a 
reddish, black-speckled breast, from which they derive 
their common name. Steel-gray sides create a distinct 
contrast with the white belly. Females, non-breeding 
males, and immature mergansers are dusky gray overall 
with cinnamon-brown heads, dingy white breasts, lightly 
mottled gray backs and sides, and inconspicuous white 
eye rings. The bill and legs are reddish-orange, and the 
bill has a black tip. Males are larger than females. Lengths 

range from 20 to 25 inches (wingspan 26 to 29 inches) 
and weights from 1.75 to 3 pounds. In flight, both sexes 
have a prominent white lower wing panel. The small head, 
slender neck, and tapered body give the merganser a 
streamlined appearance in the air. They often sit low in 
the water and have a profile similar to a loon at a distance, 
but with a much thinner bill. Females and non-breeding 
males can be distinguished from the common merganser 
by a discrepancy in the throat coloration: the white on 
red-breasted throats fades to brown near the head, while 
the border between white and brown on common throats 
is more sharply defined. Also, you’re more likely to find 
red-breasted mergansers on salt water than commons.

Winter months are the best time to look for a red-
breasted merganser, when they are fairly common along 
the Gulf Coast. Though they can be found both inshore 
and offshore – and frequent sheltered estuaries, bays, 
and brackish lagoons – they show a preference for clear, 
shallow waters not affected by heavy wave action. In 
North America, this duck is a medium- to short-distance 
migrant, moving south to winter along coasts down to 
northern Mexico and the Florida Keys. They typically 
migrate in small flocks of 5 to 15, though in their fall 
migration, they may gather in large flocks up to 15,000. 
Coastal flights occur during the day and inland flights 
at night. Their range extends both farther north during 
breeding season and farther south during winter than 
the other two American mergansers, the common and 

S T E P H A N I E  B O Y D

F I S H Y  F A C T S

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER

A male merganser on the 
St. Clair River in Port Huron, 
Michigan. Photo by Rodney 

Campbell. Licensed by CC BY 2.0.

 42   |   October 2021



the hooded. Red-breasted mergansers are 
among the fastest flying ducks, clocking 
speeds over 80 miles per hour. But to get 
airborne, they need a running start. Their 
legs are positioned near their rear making 
it difficult to walk on land, but are an asset 
for their highly aquatic lifestyle. They can 
forage underwater for nearly a minute 
and dive up to 30 feet. Reds are highly 
social and typically seen in groups. They 
do not defend territories, even during the 
breeding season, and commonly associate 
with other birds, both in feeding and 
nesting areas.

Red-breasted mergansers spend about 
50% of their waking hours in foraging 
activities. They eat a wide variety of fish and 
fish eggs, occasionally capturing worms, 
crustaceans, and insects as well. While they 
seem to prefer foraging in shallower water, 
they’ll hunt wherever prey is abundant, 
using a variety of feeding strategies, 
including diving solo in search of prey, diving in formation to herd 
schooling fish such as herring, and swimming with their eyes just below 
the surface, as if they were snorkeling. Reds need to eat 15 to 20 fish per 
day, which means they need to dive underwater approximately 250 to 
300 times per day, or forage for 4 to 5 hours, to meet their energy needs. 
Several bird species take advantage of the reds’ cooperative hunting 
strategies. Snowy egrets, Bonaparte’s, and ring-billed gulls will wait at 
the surface to grab fish scared up by merganser foraging.

Breeding occurs in boreal forests on freshwater and saltwater 
wetlands in Canada and Alaska. Reds are seasonally monogamous, for 
the most part, but extra-pair copulations can be frequent. Pairs may 
form as early as November, but most pair bonds form during spring 
migration, starting in March. They are relatively late breeders. Mated 
pairs arrive on the breeding grounds in May, lay eggs in early June 
(in the northernmost portions of the breeding range); the ducklings 
hatch in July and fledge in September/October. Females lay around 9 
olive-buff eggs, laying one egg every other day. Sometimes they lay 
eggs in each other’s nests, and occasionally in the nests of other duck 
species. They begin to incubate the eggs when the last egg is laid, so 
the ducklings hatch synchronously. Incubation is by the female only, 
and lasts 29 to 35 days. Males abandon both partner and nest as soon as 
incubation begins, and head to secluded waters to molt their feathers 
before migrating south. Females molt near the nest. Within a day after 
the eggs hatch, the female leads the ducklings to water, where they 
feed themselves. Two or more broods may join together, tended by one 
or more adult females, but the ducklings are left on their own within a 
few weeks. They are capable of flight about two months after hatching. 
Like many animals, most red-breasted merganser young do not survive 
through their first year. Up to 50% of ducklings die from exposure to 
cold weather, another 25% are preyed on by ravens, gulls, jaegers, mink, 
etc. It is even thought that only about 50% of adults survive migration 
and winter to breed the following year. Most red-breasted mergansers 
mate for the first time in their third year, although they acquire breeding 
plumage in their second year. The oldest recorded red was a female, 
at least 9 years, 6 months old when she was shot in Alaska, the same 

state where she had been banded. **Fun 
Fact: Only about 3% of bird species have 
a penis. Mergansers belong to the family 
Anatidae – a water bird family that includes, 
ducks, geese, and swans) – which makes up 
a large portion of that 3%. Most anatids are 
adapted for copulation on the water, only.

Red-breasted mergansers are sometimes 
attracted to fish hatcheries and other 
commercial fish raising programs, as well 
as important salmon spawning streams. 
They are sometimes persecuted by owners 
of fish farms, who claim that they deplete 
fish stocks. They are also frequently caught 
and drowned in fishing nets, along with 
other diving ducks. Though declines in 
North American populations have been 
noted, they are listed as Least Concern on 
the IUCN Red List, and their populations 
were stable between 1966 and 2015, 
according to the best estimates of the 
North American Breeding Bird Survey 

(although the species’ northern breeding grounds are partially outside 
of the survey’s coverage area). 

Where I learned about red-breasted mergansers, and you can too!

The Cornell Lab | All About Birds
www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-breasted_Merganser/overview

Audubon Guide to North American Birds
www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/red-breasted-merganser

American Bird Conservancy
abcbirds.org/bird/red-breasted-merganser/

eBird
ebird.org/species/rebmer

Animal Diversity Web
animaldiversity.org/accounts/Mergus_serrator/

IUCN Red List
www.iucnredlist.org/species/22680485/132053220

Ducks Unlimited
www.ducks.org/hunting/waterfowl-id/red-breasted-merganser
web.archive.org/web/20150909232304/http://www.ducks.org/news-media/the-
need-for-speed

Wikipedia
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatidae

A Minute of Wildlife

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Red-breasted merganser 
from the Crossley ID 

Guide Britain and Ireland. 
Licensed by CC BY-SA 3.0.
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E R I C  O Z O L I N S

E X T R E M E  K AYA K  F I S H I N G  &  S H A R K S  F R O M  T H E  S A N D

ROCK STAR ORIGINS
I’m glad to say I’ve lived a charmed 
lifestyle for most of my adult life. The 
friendship bonds I’ve established 
feel stronger than the chains of time. 
My lifestyle came into fruition not 
by choice, but by chance. It started 
when I moved to the Coastal Bend 
to attend Texas A&M Corpus Christi, 
mostly looking for an excuse to fish; 
school became my passport to a 
magical realm.

Early on in my college career, 
something transformative 
happened. Curtis Mai, one of my 
newly found fishing buddies, 
presented me with an opportunity 
at a job abroad. Accepting this offer 
would be the prime factor that 
would ultimately lead me down 
a winding road to a whirlwind of 
adventures. My memory of life 
abroad will always be infused with 
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unique fishing experiences, but it wasn’t until we 
returned to Texas that we evolved into rock stars.

For me, the beauty of the world before social 
media centered around using the internet to 
explore websites and forums relating to fishing. 
I stumbled into these salty corners of the world 
wide web late in my teen years and became 
a regular presence in them. Fishing forums 
rewarded individuals who posted detailed, 
personal reports more purely than today’s models, 
such as Facebook. In those days, authors of posts 
didn’t have to cope with so much negativity and 
post hijackers. Most of us felt great pride when 
posting our special moments on these forums, 
and in return, we garnered respect from those 
who read them. 

Many of the friendship bonds I cherish today 
started to form in conversations on websites 
such as David William’s Coastal Shark Fishing. 
The relationships we forged provided me 
opportunities beyond my wildest dreams. William’s 
site eventually inspired me to create my own site 
(eXtremecoast) to carry on CSF’s traditions. 

We lived a lifestyle which made us feel like 
rock stars, spending what seemed like endless 
weekends on the sandy beaches of Padre Island, 
picking fights with sharks. After a couple short 
years spent on a fishing rampage, our small group 
earned the label “usual suspects.” We filled our 
trucks with an amazing array of music, lived on a 
diet of bacon-wrapped fillets provided by Trevor 
Lovett, and sampled both fine and horrendous 
liquors, thanks in part to our fearless leader, Curtis. 

I salute all the rock stars I knew in those days, 
like Pat Jordan, Russell Weir, and the charismatic 
Mike Shindle, who often favored the German 
greatness that is Rammstein. Mickey Berry, Kip 
Kaaialii, and Christian Rowlett contributed their 
play lists, displaying fun and daring attitudes. 
Dwade Hickey, Rick Underbrink and Scott Nelson 
all played individual roles in our pursuit of island 
fame, both on and off the beach. These dudes 
worked hard, partied harder and fished with 
relentless commitment. 

“The treble 
always rang 

and the
bass always
   thumped”
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Any time we weren’t seeking thrills with toothy critters in the surf, 
we lived like rock stars at home. Nightlife was our only life for almost 
a decade. During much of this time, Curtis and I lived together in a 
house we labeled the “Rock Star Mansion,” or RSM for short. Many 
island folks heard wild tales of nights spent at the RSM, crazy fun 
nights fueled by music and copious amounts of alcohol. We did go 
out and do the bar scene, but much of the time, the bar came to us. 
Outrageous late night settings produced some truly daring stunts by 
all us renegades.

Our star power shone brightest when we posted incredible reports 
from the beach and the kayak trails. But it didn’t stop there—a group 
of us became the “boys of summer” while we fished regularly aboard 
a sport fisher known as NYATI. The treble always rang and the bass 
always thumped on the deck of that craft, where many fine fish met 
their demise. Out on the open ocean, blaring Master of Puppets, 
we hooked and dueled with a variety of impressive predators, 
from dancing mahi mahi to gray-hounding blue marlin. Electronic 
Juno Reactor mixes kept me up on night shifts and helped fuel our 
midnight tuna slaughters. 

We selected songs for specific occasions, such as when someone 
strapped into the fighting chair to battle a sea monster. We’d throw 
in a comedic celebratory chicken dance after releasing a billfish to 
honor the life we led. Perhaps nothing provided more laughs than 
Shindle and Clark squaring off to perform dueling air banjos on the 
ride home after a long and successful trip.

The labels we earned stayed with us through those days; some 
endure today. Team Rock Star has participated in the Texas Shark 
Rodeo for over a decade, basically becoming a household name in 
shark fishing. Over the years, we cycled through various teammates, 
some who could and some who could not fully contribute, but Scott 
Nelson and I have been the constants. We’ve both landed some of 
the biggest sharks to ever grace Texas’ beaches. 

If I hadn’t adopted the rock star ways, most of my sponsors would 
never have offered their loyal services. Living the majority of my adult 
life in free board shorts feels satisfying indeed. The partying, the 
adventures, the fishing, all were done while jamming to our favorite 
songs on life’s head-banging play list. Through all these years, we’ve 
never grown tired of this illustrious gig. To this day, we thirst for more 
jams and more epic thrills. I’m so grateful for my friends, who formed 
a family of fishing celebrities and who live like rock stars.
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For the past decade Eric ‘Oz’ Ozolins has been promoting 
shark catch and release and assisting various shark research 
programs. Eric offers guided shark fishing on Padre Island 
National Seashore. Also renowned for extreme kayak big game 
fishing, Eric is the owner of Catch Sharks Tackle Company.

Email  oz@oceanepics.com
Websites  oceanepics.com  |  catchsharks.com

roysbaitandtackle.comBLACKMOON  BACKPACKS

DOMINATE THE INSHORE REALM
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NEW

Concept TX–Gen II

Okuma Soft Steel

MirrOlure Broken Back Swimbait 

Continuing its bloodline of the most durable saltwater baitcasting platform, 
the NEW Concept TX Gen II is ready for the harshest environments. Its new 
ZERO corrosion Cast Iron Carbon chassis houses the BOSS Hardened Brass 
Precision Cut main gear.  Black Seal Hyper Corrosion-Resistant ball bearings 
matched with Zero Corrosion High-Speed CZB Comp Spool Bearings 
deliver peak performance and longevity. The all-new Advanced Polymer 
Drag will withstand the use and abuse any angler can apply.  The new 
integrated drag alarm politely alerts you that the battle is on!

• Hi-Tech Cast Iron Carbon Frame and Side Plate
• Boss Hamai Precision Drive Gear
• 20lb Advanced Polymer Drag 
• Alert Drag Clicker
• 10 Total Bearings 
• Arrowhead Line Guide
• Reinforced Clutch Cam
• KeepR Integrated Hook Keeper
• Generation II Hard Anodized Worm Shaft
• CZB Bearing Technology
• Low-Friction 6-Way Braking System
• Beetle Wing Rapid Access Side Plate
• Trick Shop Compatible
13fishing.com

Soft Steel Instinct Fluorocarbon is manufactured on an advanced 
extruding machine to create a professional-grade fishing line that is 
consistent and reliable. Available in eight pound-test strengths ranging 
from 4 to 20 pounds.

KEY FEATURES
• Nearly invisible underwater
• Longer Lasting Durability
• Increased Abrasion Resistance
• Line Color: Clear

OkumaFishingUSA.com/collections/soft-steel-premium-fishing-line

The C31MR Broken Back Swimbait has a double-jointed 
body providing unmatched swimming action. MirrOlure 
took the popular swimbait and redesigned it with their 
legendary C-Eye colors, toughness, and fishability. It’s 
sure to catch big trout, redfish, snook and tarpon. With 
a steady retrieve, it can be fished in the shallows and 
used as an amazing search bait. It can also be twitched 
with short pauses to produce shimmy and wobble for a 
slower “dying baitfish” retrieve. Don’t be afraid to use this 
swimbait in freshwater for big bass as well. The C31 is 
available in six color patterns and features quality hooks 
and hardware. It measures 4” length and weighs 1/2 oz. 
Ideal, though not limited to, water depths of 2-4 feet. 
www.ShopMirrolure.com
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P R O D U C T S

Eagle Claw® TK9 Inshore Kahle Hook

HerculeZ™ Swimbait 
By Z-Man Fishing

Eagle Claw® Trokar®, the U.S. manufacturer of premium quality fish 
hooks brings the competitive advantage with the TK9 Inshore Kahle 
Hook. Originally developed by Eagle Claw over 20 years ago, the 
Kahle hook is the predominant hook for inshore live bait fishing. The 
TK9 upgrades the original design with Trokar’s patented Surgically 
Sharpened Technology™ for faster, deeper penetration requiring 
half the pressure of the competition for hookset.  Strong, American-
Made high-carbon steel and a saltwater resistant platinum chrome 
finish provide durability. Long a core offering from Trokar’s saltwater 
series of fish hooks, the TK9 is an ideal hook for use in knocker rigs or 
while fishing with shrimp to target inshore species such as sea trout.  
www.EagleClaw.com

Tough as a hardbait but soft as live prey, the Z-Man 
HerculeZ Pre-Rigged Swimbait features 10X Tough 
ElaZtech composition that withstands dozens of big 
fish bites and battles.
Highly detailed baitfish sculpting and a smartly 
designed curved paddletail give the HerculeZ 
Swimbait a naturalistic appearance and swim action. 
Heavy duty 5/0 or 7/0 Mustad UltraPoint hooks in 4” 
(3/8oz) or 5” (5/8-oz) sizes, respectively, offer an ideal 
match for the toughest saltwater gamefish. Ventral 
eyelet accepts a second belly hook. HerculeZ features 
3D eyes, true-to-life fins, gills and anatomy, each hand-
painted in eight popular patterns. MSRP $9.99 each. 
www.ZManFishing.com

Spro Power Bucktail Jigs
The versatile Spro Power Bucktail is a magnet for saltwater 
gamefish! Professional angler Mark Davis says, “I can take 
SPRO’s bucktail from Montauk to Brownsville and catch up to 50 
different species seven days a week.” 
The bucktail is a simple lure and there are hundreds of variations. 
So, why does Davis have such confidence in SPRO’s Power 
Bucktail? The reasons are many but here’s the short list:
- The skirt is attached so it won’t come off on the first fish, 

or the one hundredth. 
- It is built with ultra-strong and ultra-sharp Gamakatsu hooks.
- It is more visually appealing than the run-of-the-mill bucktails, 

with an eye for fish to key on and a range of colors in Glow and 
Zebra patterns to “match the hatch.”

Spro.com
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“Just a little disturbance in the Gulf,” 
said Rusty Frederick, “and I think 
our trout fishing will explode from 
Galveston to Sabine Lake. Strong 
incoming tides will move a lot of 
these trout stacked up on the beaches 
into the bays.”

Not unlike our editor’s prophetic 
statement in a recent issue reminding 
us all to “Be careful what we wish for,” 
Rusty was also equally quick to add, 
“We are probably better off just waiting 
the process out than expecting Mother 
Nature to do anything in moderation!”

He was right on both accounts as a 
swollen Gulf, compliments of Ida, did 
usher more bait and trout into Sabine 
Lake, but absolutely ravaged Louisiana 
and Mississippi in the process. The 

catching immediately improved, but it will be a while before we can 
take advantage as fishing in this corner of the state currently takes a 
back seat to helping our next door neighbors recover!

With both Rayburn and Toledo Bend turning loose very little water 
we were already making great strides toward a better trout bite. 
The trout did not drastically improve size-wise overnight, but better 
numbers have now moved in from the jetties and ship channel.

While the majority of the trout in the lake are in the 12 to 14-inch 
range, the trout running the beaches are averaging a healthier 16 to 
20-inches. I am not much on fishing the surf, but the reports were 
just too good to ignore. The week prior to the hurricane we threw 
Spooks and She Dogs in a flat surf three days in a row and easily 
limited every morning.

I have no idea how many fish 
we released each morning, but 
the number was substantial 
and we left the fish biting 
every day. The first trip was on 
Crystal beach and the other 
two were on Mae’s beach, just 
west of Johnson Bayou. That’s 
a lot of beach front!

The bonus for me was 
watching youngsters standing 
in knee-deep water catching 
trout along with their dads. If 
you are not a boat owner, this is 
a quality alternative. If the fish 
don’t bite, put the rods in the 
truck, grab a soda, and explore 
the beach with the kids!

More liberal limits are 
keeping the two launches on 
the Louisiana side jam-packed 
most days as too many anglers 

try to justify rising gas prices with a few more fillets at the end of the 
day. I have never believed that fishermen relying on plastic lures to 
fool fish could ever decimate the population, but the value of giving 
those small trout at least one opportunity to spawn is immeasurable.

Sabine Lake anglers are not complaining about a very good redfish 
bite that has only improved across the summer. I cannot imagine even 
the most dedicated trout fisherman not getting excited about red 
torpedoes blowing holes in the surface. That noise alone is as exciting 
as the anticipated hook-up.

If you want to maximize your enjoyment, lob a topwater into the 
melee and back off of your drag. Clipping the barb opposite the 
remaining two on your plug’s treble hooks will not adversely affect 
your hook-up ratio and makes releasing the fish both easier and safer.

When the school goes down for a brief period of time, you can still 
catch fish by crawling a tail or Hoginar across the bottom. A huge 
number of local anglers throw nothing but a Trap when chasing these 
fish and they are usually cleaning fish at the end of the day.

Fishing the shorelines will undoubtedly get better this month as 
well, especially with all of the flooded grass. There are a lot of redfish 
already there, but the bite just isn’t as addicting as driving up on fish 
that have thrown all caution to the wind.

Redfish running the grass still eat anything you can pull through 
the scattered vegetation, but a three-inch swimbait or Gulp rigged 
on a quarter-ounce head will more quickly fool flounder and trout 
in the area as well. If you prefer to fish a four-inch paddletail like the 
Sea Shad, a drop or two of menhaden or shrimp scent will render it 
even more effective.

Congratulations to the S.A.L.T. Club located on Pleasure Island. The 
family oriented club gave away lifetime fishing licenses to four lucky 
youngsters that weighed in anything from a crab to a croaker in their 
last two tournaments. The future of fishing is all about the kids!

DICKIE COLBURN’S Sabine Scene

Dickie Colburn is a full 
time guide out of Orange, 
Texas. Dickie has 37 years 
experience guiding on 
Sabine and Calcasieu Lakes.

Telephone
409-883-0723
Website
www.sabineconnection.com
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Sabine

Size getting 
a little better 

here on Sabine.

Schooling reds will 
keep you busy!
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Call us for custom buildings and homes on your own property!

361-576-3825 Office | 361-576-3828 Fax
36 Hunters Circle, Victoria, TX 77905

www.RafterJConstruction.com

Barndominiums • Metal Buildings • Boat and Mini 
Storage • Metal Frame Homes • Commercial Buildings

“We contracted the construction of the TSFMag office 
building with Farrell Jackson. Jackson also built my son’s bay 
house here in Seadrift. We were completely satisfied with 
both projects…a professional and trustworthy contractor.” 
~ Everett Johnson | Editor/Publisher, TSF Mag
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If you ask anyone who regularly fishes 
Matagorda, they will tell you their 
favorite month to fish is October.

Can’t blame them – it is probably 
the most opportune month to catch 
just about every species you want to 
target. It’s hard to argue with cooler 
temperatures, higher tides and 
hungry fish.

Fall normally affords the 
most consistent catches of 
the year. With that said, we 
ask and plead with anglers 
to continue conservation 
efforts and attitudes to 
allow our fishery to rebound 
from the Freeze of 2021. 

If this year holds true 
to form, expect to see 
scattered bird action. Last 
year the bird action began 

in early-October and continued through early-December. 
There’s no reason not to expect the same since we are 
seeing shrimp beginning to flood the shorelines and our 
bait-shrimpers have had little problem keeping healthy 
bait supplies in tanks.

Higher tides this month will be a boon for redfish. Again, 
there are lots of shrimp in the back lakes and marshes and 
many will target those fish with small topwaters and live 
shrimp under a Mid-Coast cork.

The great thing about East Matagorda Bay is you don’t 
have to wade to find big trout. Sure, you need good 
weather for water clarity, but half of the big trout released 
by my clients come from drifting across deep shell.

However, if you like to wade, the reefs in East Bay 
are players this month, especially with all the shrimp 
migrating through the bay. I like tossing Super Spook Jrs 
and She Pups on the edges of the reefs for big fish and 
working a MirrOlure Soft Dine when fish turn their noses 
up at floaters.

As those fish begin to move into the bays they will be 
found on the grassy shorelines on both the north and 
south side. Many anglers will toss a shrimp right against 
the edge of the spartina grass and others will troll down 
the shorelines tossing the realistic DOA Shrimp or small 
topwaters such as She Pups and Super Spook Jrs.

Waders along the south shoreline of West Bay will 
work the points of shell with Down South Lures and Bass 
Assassins. If you want both redfish and black drum, take a bucket of 
live shrimp and work the points with those hoppers under a cork. 
There will be plenty of both in October.

The back lakes in West Bay are fall mainstays for redfish. Spots like 
Oyster Lake and Crab Lake are great for anchoring and waiting for big 
schools to cruise the shorelines. It’s also a great spot to watch the fall 

migration of birds and waterfowl make their way to the coast. It’s the 
best time of the year.

At times this year it has looked like our fishery never lost a step 
from the freeze, however, data from TPWD suggests we are way 
down in numbers of trout. So please, please consider catch and 
release; and, if you must harvest trout, please release more than you 
take from the bay.

Put on a smile, put on a hoodie, fall is here.

THE VIEW FROM Matagorda

Telephone
979-241-1705
Email
binkgrimes@sbcglobal.net
Website
matagordasunriselodge.com

Bink Grimes is a full-time fishing 
and hunting guide, freelance 
writer and photographer, and 
owner of Sunrise Lodge on 
Matagorda Bay.

Matagorda
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View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Matagorda’s Stellar October Fishing
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Editor’s Note: The following is a re-print of 
Gary Gray’s first-ever piece we published 
in June 2004, and it’s still timely. Sit back, 
relax and enjoy! 

Out With the Old –
 in With the neW

How many times have you arrived 
to your favorite fishing hole and 
wondered which lure to start with? 
The incredible number of lures and 
dazzling array of colors currently 
available can be perplexing. I can 
remember not so long ago when this 
decision was not so difficult. 

Charlie’s Bait Camp did not exist 
when I started guiding in 1986. I 
launched from Cunningham’s boat 
ramp in Seadrift and it was a short run 
to any number of productive reefs in 
San Antonio Bay. 

It was an artificials-only game back 
then. Not because I was an elitist, but 
of necessity. The nearest bait camp 

was in Port O’Connor and I did not consider it much of an option as I 
usually had enough action on my favorite lures. I assumed everyone 
was doing the same.

A lure that worked particularly well was the Double Worm Puzzler. 
You know the ones you don’t even give a glance to anymore, hanging 
amongst the other “big name” baits. 

I rigged them under Styrofoam popping corks, right above where 
the Puzzler leader attached to the main line. The corks came in 
two colors, white with red top and, my favorite, green with red top. 
Rattle corks hadn’t made the scene yet. 

I used a special knot to prevent the 
Puzzlers tangling on the corks. I called it the 
“tourist knot” and it was made by tying the 
shorter of the leader drops to the longer 
one with a square knot. The Puzzlers were 
especially lethal under the birds; it was not 
uncommon to catch two keepers at a time. 
Fast and furious action if I had more than 
two clients aboard. It was all I could do to 
keep up with unhooking and measuring fish 
to keep us legal.

Soft plastics of the day were mostly Kelley 
Wigglers and Hogie’s shrimp tails, along with 
a few swimming shads.

Another lure that served very well in 
grassy back lakes was the Johnson Weedless 
Spoon. Redfish loved them, and still do. 
Days when the reds would follow but 
wouldn’t take the spoon, I would rig it on a 

short leader under a Mansfield Mauler and that usually did the trick. 
In the topwater department we used mostly 97-Series MirrOlures 

and Rebel Jumpin’ Minnows. Not as flashy and loud as today’s Top Dogs 
and She Dogs but they caught lots of fish. We also relied on the original 
Cordell Red Fin Broken-Back. I fished them by reeling straight back at a 
steady speed, just under the surface to create “V-wake” on top.

One particular trip I remember fishing with Bo Cady, an old Seadrift 
buddy. He had rigged a Broken-Back on a short leader under a Mauler. 
This allowed a faster retrieve with the lure diving to the length of the 
leader, but above any grass or shell that lined the bottom. He would 
pause his retrieve long enough to allow the lure to float momentarily to 
the surface before reeling again. I recall it was deadly on both trout and 
redfish. Kind of makes me want to start using the Broken-Back again.  

That day hammered home Rule #1 in the guide’s handbook for 
me. “Never tell an angler they are rigging a lure wrong or working 
it wrong in the wrong place. They will prove you wrong every time.” 
This fits right in with “don’t cast behind the boat on a drift” because 
that is “used” water. 

Soft baits nowadays come in an amazing variety of colors and sizes. 
My soft plastic boxes are full of Saltwater Assassins in 3” and 5” sizes, in 
virtually every color imaginable. You also have the Sea Shads in 4” and 5”. 
Not to mention Eel Assassins in all the same colors. 

The hardbait family has grown as well – He Dogs, She Dogs, Top 
Dogs, Top Dog Jrs. Top Pups – all in a rainbow of colors. And that’s 
just the MirrOlures! 

Tackle boxes have also evolved to accommodate all the new 
lures – double-sided clear plastic boxes have given way to soft-sided 
suitcases that can hold up to twenty trays of little pretties. Some 
even have wheels!

These older lures will still catch fish, the same as they did twenty 
years ago, although they somehow get pushed back a little further 
as each new product hits the market. So, next time you come across 
one of these old-timers, dust it off and give it another try. It just might 
regain its old spot on the top shelf!

Telephone
361-785-6708
Email
bayrats@tisd.net
Website
www.bayrat.com
Facebook
@captsgaryandshelliegray

MID-COAST BAYS With the Grays

Captain Gary Gray is a full 
time guide, born and raised in 
Seadrift. He has been guiding 
the Seadrift/Port O’Connor 
region since 1986. Gary 
specializes in year ‘round wade 
fishing for speckled trout and 
redfish with artificial lures.
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Port O'Connor        
  Seadrift

Shark landings seem to be 
on the rise this summer.

Glen Hollis caught this 44-inch beast of a 
redfish while wade-fishing San Antonio Bay.
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Now that we can see fall in the 
headlights and summer in the 
rearview, it’s time for many of us salty 
souls to start thinking about trophy 
fishing again. For me, fall fishing will 
be interrupted occasionally by bow 
hunting and then chasing blue quail 
in the west Texas mountains, but 
thoughts of trout will remain at the 
forefront of all things outdoors.

Wrapping up my late-summer 
thoughts and observations of post-
freeze fishing; I am grateful to discover 
we had a good number of smaller 
breeder trout that survived the freeze 
and had a chance to spawn throughout 
the warmer months. There is no way 
of determining how many trout were 
harvested this summer but the trout 
that were killed will be a setback 
to getting the fishery back in good 
standing.  Personally, I think it will be 
a good three years before we see a 
substantial change from our currently 
low catches to what was considered 
normal in years past. Common sense 
will tell even the simplest of minds 
that the more spawners you take from 

the ecosystem during a time of recovery the longer it will take to 
accomplish a full recovery.   

For those who think the trout fishery will miraculously bounce back 
in 2022, consider this anecdotal equation, which is based purely on 
our post-freeze charter catch rates.  

75% freeze loss + 5% harvest leaves only 20% of original spawning 
age trout in the bay. And of that 20%, at least 1/3 are males, which likely 
leaves just over 13% sexually mature females for future spawning.  

The most important thing I am hoping to convey via this less-than-
scientific analysis is this: Trout are not going to rain from the sky in 
2022! The only significant increase to total seatrout biomass will be 
the 2021 year-class fingerlings. Hence, we will be in the exact same 
position (actually less due to harvest) than we were immediately 
following the freeze. Think about that! 

The days of stringer shots and dead fish displayed on the bow of the 
boat need to be put behind us. The pressure currently being placed on 
the species is unsustainable and as sportsmen we need to get serious 
if we can ever hope to see this fishery thriving again as it did from the 
mid-90s through 2010, or so. Unfortunately, many newcomers to the 
sport think that catching five trout in a day is great. I guess it is if you 
have never caught one hundred that averaged 3-4 pounds. Yes, that’s 
the way it should be and was not very long ago.  

Other states like Florida, Alaska, and many of the mountain states 
truly value great fisheries and understand how to manage them. As 
proud as I am to be a Texan we are like Neanderthals when it comes 
to managing the resource for quality and sustainability. The way I see 
it TPWD Coastal Fisheries has its hands tied by politics and seemingly 
cannot manage as proactively as they should or could. I am also 
concerned that CCA Texas is not exerting its muscle sufficiently in the 
political arena to help achieve its original conservation goals.  

Thank goodness there are still some groups and folks that are 
steadfast in their practice of catch and release and have genuine 
concern for the future of our coastal resources – albeit we are greatly 
outnumbered by those who think the supply is endless. We must 
therefore take every opportunity to inform the less-educated of the 
impact we are having on the fishery.  

October is a transitional month on Baffin Bay. If we are fortunate 
enough to get a couple of  small fronts to cool things down, fishing 
can be really good from mid-month through Halloween. Now, if the 
weather stays hot that whole time, it can be much like an extension 
of summer’s dog days and we will be doing a lot more fishing than 
catching. More often than not, October will remain warm with 
slightly cooler mornings.  

My approach will remain pretty much the same as in September, 
targeting shallow feeding areas that drop abruptly into deeper water. 
There are many such areas along the north and south shorelines 
of Baffin and also the many spoil islands stretching from the JFK 
Causeway to the Land Cut, well south of Baffin. For a little table fare, 
the spoil islands will also be holding redfish, flounder and black drum. 
The tips of these islands should be the most productive as wind-
created currents will be the strongest (and cooler) in these areas.

Remember the Buffalo!  -Capt David Rowsey
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David Rowsey has over 25 years 
in Baffin and Upper Laguna 
Madre; trophy trout with 
artificial lures is his specialty. 
David has a great passion for 
conservation and encourages 
catch and release of trophy fish. 

HOOKED UP WITH Rowsey

Telephone 
361-960-0340
Website
www.DavidRowsey.com
Email
david.rowsey@yahoo.com

             @captdavidrowsey

Upper 
Laguna/

Baf fin

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Thankfully We Still Have Spawning 
Age Trout in the Upper Laguna

Kirk Towns with a stud 
of a tourney-size red.
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Greetings from Port Mansfield! We 
are wrapping up a very busy summer, 
despite all the Covid issues. That said, 
fishing tournaments were conducted 
successfully and most went off 
without a hitch. Some tournaments 
in the LLM demonstrated good 
judgement (my opinion) by dropping 
trout from their formats while others 
followed TPWD regulations as a guide. 
My hat’s off to those who either 
removed trout all together, 
reduced the tournament 
weigh-strings and/or provided 
live-weigh incentives. 

I recently fished with longtime 
client Phillip Garcia (see photo) 
who also happens to be my 
financial advisor. A year ago 

he and I got together with the goal of managing my financial 
future. I’ve always been intrigued with the stock market, but 
have limited knowledge, except that an investor can have green 
days (positive) and also red days (negative). At the same time 
some stocks might be up, others are down. Unable to wrap my 
head around all of it I hired an SME (subject matter expert) in 
the field. I trust Phil to put me in the right place for success. At 
first, I would call him when my account fell and was mentally 
questioning my decision to put him in charge. He would tell 
me to be patient, assuring me he had me where I needed to be. 
Nervous, but still trustful, I would agree.

Now Phil is an easy-going angler but has expectations to 
catch fish; as he should if he is hiring a guide to put him in the 
best position for success. So, Phil and his group are fishing and he is 
on point, to the extent that he is out producing most in the group. It’s 
like he can’t make a bad cast. Redfish after redfish and, surprisingly, 
some snook hookups as well. We all switched to a solid white KWigglers 
4-inch paddletail and things started picking up for everyone. Actually, it 
got downright good for everyone. It was a green day for sure.  

As we finished the trip I came up with an analogy: Not every 
fishing day can be green, in obvious reference to the stock market. 
Likewise, not every fishing day will be red. We have good days and 
bad days. And, like the stock market, while we were enjoying a very 
green day, somebody somewhere in the Laguna Madre could have 
been having a red day. 

Taking the analogy farther; we had a crash in trout stocks this past 
February, similar to the stock market crash back in 2008. People took 
what they learned from the 2008 crash and are investing more wisely 
today. Lessons learned from that crash and recovery can be applied to 
our trout fishery following the February freeze.  

Being in the guide business nearly seventeen years, I’ve been 
both fortunate and proud to have been a positive influence on some 
anglers. Take Andrew, Casey, and Garrett for example (see photo). 
They are young anglers in their early 20s and I have been fishing them 
several years. Each trip they show up a little more prepared than the 

trip before. A few weeks ago they all showed up with the Fishing 
Tackle Unlimited Green Rod, two of which had the new G2 Green Rod, 
which by the way is definitely on point.  Between its weight, design, 
components, and durability it’s one of the best available. If you are in 
the market for a new rod, check out the G2 Green Rod. I am also very 
proud to say these young anglers have elected to participate in Empty 
Stringers every single trip they come to fish with me.   

Currently, fishing is good, especially for redfish. They are thick near 
the East Cut and we are seeing a few good schools elsewhere on the 
flats. Flounder are fair to good along sandy shorelines and we are 

picking up one or two nearly every 
trip. The tide level has stabilized 
and bait is plentiful. In some places 
we see literally hundreds of yards 
of mullet, and redfish, and even a 
few trout amongst them. Working 
these bait schools with small 
topwaters and plastics has been 
very productive. Fishing should 
only get better as we move closer 
to fall and I look forward to what’s 
in store with regards to all species 
of fish including snook and tarpon. 
The LLM has a lot to offer.  

Remember, not all days can 
be green and not all days will be 
red. You have to manage your 
expectations – don’t let the red 
days deter you and don’t let the 
green days cause you to become 
overly confident. 

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Phillip Garcia’s “Green” day continued 
from his first cast to his last

Captain Wayne Davis has 
been fishing the Lower 
Laguna-Port Mansfield for 
over 20 years. He specializes 
in wade fishing with lures.

WAYNE’S Mansfield Report

Telephone
210-287-3877
Email
captwayne@kwigglers.com
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Phillip Garcia enjoyed a 
very green day; redfish 

after redfish and several 
snook hook-ups to boot!

Three fine young men. Andrew, Garret and Casey showed up with brand 
new FTU Green Rods, and they always participate in Empty Stringers.
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Last month I reported the most 
challenging summer fishing I had ever 
experienced. Not only were fish hard to 
find, it was tough getting them to bite. 
Then suddenly the winds laid, the waters 
calmed, and redfish began showing in 
schools in many areas. It’s been a while 
since I’ve seen them so plentiful.  

Droves of redfish have showed up 
along shorelines and many ICW spoil 
islands, and also on the flats. Little to 
no wind during early morning has been 
revealing their telltale wakes as we 
cruised the flats. It has been a beautiful 
sight and my hopes for the fall season 
suddenly became much brighter. 

Tides have been rising; typical for 
this time of the year. I am often asked, 
“Which tide do you prefer – high or low? 
My answer to that is, “If you had twenty 
guppies swimming in a bathtub and 

transferred them to a swimming pool, where would you have the best 
chance of catching one with your bare hands?” Given the choice, I prefer 
lower tides because fish become concentrated in smaller areas. But I will 
also say that I prefer a moving tide, whether high or low. 

October days will become noticeably shorter and cooler, which 
should improve the daylight bite as fish will no longer need to stage in 
deeper water for long periods to remain cool. As the winds continue to 
lay and the water temperature declines, fish 
will become more active and water clarity will 
also improve. Look for the sand/grass transition 
on the east side to turn on as there tends to 
be plenty of shrimp, crabs, and small baitfish 
available during the fall months in that area. 

Back bays on the west side will also hold 
plenty of bait. I like to target areas with 
numerous potholes amid mostly grassy 
bottoms. I mentioned spoil islands earlier 
and these too should continue to hold lots 
of redfish. Let’s keep our fingers crossed 
that my predictions for excellent fall redfish 
action hold true. 

A few years ago I wrote often that consistent 
trout action kept our interest level up. Sadly, 
this is no longer true. Our daily trout landings 
are far fewer and the average sizes do not 
compare to what we enjoyed prior to the 
February freeze. A few areas continue to hold 
trout on a consistent basis but catching them is strongly dependent on 
tide movement in the area. The decline in trout numbers is noticeable 
everywhere from Port Isabel to Port Mansfield.   

Many fishing tournaments were held over the summer, and I will 
be honest, it was disheartening to think that our trout would receive a 
beating during those events. However, a big round of applause is due 

all the tournaments that stepped up and implemented trout-friendly 
formats by either removing the trout division entirely, reducing the 
traditional numbers to be weighed, and/or encouraging live weigh-in. 

Snook fishing continues to be better than in the past couple of 
years. Over the last month my clients have landed some trophies and 
many smaller ones. I am often asked if the snook population took 
a significant hit during the freeze and my answer to that question 
is no, they actually fared quite well. Luckily, our snook were spared 
devastation through their natural tendency is spend the colder 
months in deep channels. My outlook on snook fishing for the fall 
looks promising. I say this based upon our recent catches and the 
numbers we’ve observed roaming the flats recently. 

Flounder fishing has been dismal for quite some time now. Lately, 
there have been some catches on my charters but nothing like the 
past. Success among tournament anglers has also been quite low with 
many commenting how tough it was to get a flounder. Hopefully the 
most recent regulations set by Texas Parks and Wildlife will contribute 
to a recovery of the species.  

I will leave you with two things to ponder. First – fishing is a pastime 
we can enjoy throughout our lives. Second – we have all seen our bays 
suffer greatly, either through natural events or by the hands of mankind. 
It’s up to us to respect and conserve our fisheries for the future. 

Please handle undersized fish with care as they all have potential 
to grow to trophy size. And, just because the law says you can keep a 
certain number of fish doesn’t mean you have to. I encourage keeping 
only what you will eat fresh and release the rest. I liken it to driving, 
just because the speed limit is 75-mph doesn’t mean you have to drive 
that fast all the time.  

View The Video
Open Camera and hover over QR Code. When link 
appears at top of screen tap to open in YouTube.

Fishing in Concert with the Moon

SOUTH PADRE Fishing Scene

Cell
956-266-6454
Website
www.tightlinescharters.com

A Brownsville-area native, 
Capt. Ernest Cisneros fishes 
the Lower Laguna Madre from 
Port Mansfield to Port Isabel. 
Ernest specializes in wading 
and poled skiff adventures for 
snook, trout, and redfish.

Arroyo 
Colorado 
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Stacey Schaaf admires a trophy snook as he 
prepares for another successful release.

Robert Parker Jr. had a great day 
with multiple trophy-sized snook.
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Trinity Bay - East Bay - Galveston Bay | James Plaag
Silver King Adventures - silverkingadventures.com - 409.935.7242
In October, James sees some of the shallow water patterns kick off in 
West Galveston and Lower Galveston bays. “If we get some cool fronts, 
the wading usually perks up some this month. I like to fish areas with 
a sandy bottom, maybe a little grass or scattered shell. High tides and 
moving water make this a better option. ShePups and old school 51 and 
52M MirrOlures work well when we’re wading, as do the Catch 2000s, 
Catch 5s and Paul Brown Lures. With so much bait still in the bays, it’s 
always best this time of year to be fishing around lots and lots of mullet 
and other forage species. Some people think too much bait around is a 
bad thing, but you definitely want bait where you’re fishing. While the 
fronts blow through and after they pass, when tide flows out of shallow 
lakes like Jones Lake, Green’s Lake, Carancahua Lake and Campbell’s 
Bayou, fishing under the birds for trout can be really good, especially 
during the second half of this month. The reds are usually biting in those 
places too, when the birds are working. Targeting them along stretches 
of shorelines with some shell on the bottom usually works well.”

Jimmy West - Bolivar Guide Service - 409.996.3054
With any luck, meaning specifically some dry weather, Jim expects 
the fishing in his part of Galveston Bay to kick off really good after 
the start of fall. “October is a great month to fish the upper parts of 
both Trinity and East bays, at least most years, when we don’t get 
too much rain. This time of year, the shorelines adjacent to the drains 
leading into the marshes produce excellent action for both trout and 
redfish. When the fish move into the shallows and into the marshes 
themselves, we’re able to catch ‘em more consistently, and we’re able 
to do it by wading much of the time. We usually have a good topwater 
bite this time of year, but to me, it’s not really about the lure so much, 
it’s about how easy it easy to stay out of the wind and find fish. We’ll 
have fish in the bayous and marshes themselves, where the wind is 
basically irrelevant, and around the reefs and along shorelines where 
we can fish with moderate north winds blowing. I’ll be fishing during 
the week, hunting on the weekends. Dove season hits full stride this 
month, and I’ve been prepping the fields with my tractor.” 

West Galveston - Bastrop - Christmas - Chocolate Bays
Randall Groves - Groves Guide Service 
979.849.7019 - 979.864.9323
October brings some welcome changes to the fishing in the San Luis 
Pass area, Randall says. “Normally, stronger fronts begin to arrive in 
October. This puts the migration of all the bait in the backwater areas 
into migration mode, as tide levels and temperatures fall. We have 
a good stretch of fishing while the trout take advantage of all the 
forage species on the move. Action is often best around the mouths of 
back lakes, and in drains and sloughs this month. We also have birds 
working on a pretty consistent basis. Keying on areas where you see 
plenty of birds is wise, even if no flocks are seen working. Norton Sand 
Eel Juniors work great this time of year. I throw the black and orange 
one if the water has a stained look, cayenne gold if the water is more 
clear. On cloudy days, topwaters work great. If the water is green, the 
old Woody Woodpecker SkitterWalk produces plenty of blow ups. If 
the water gets that stained look, I will switch to the gold SkitterWalk 
with the orange belly. It’s a great month to spend time in the outdoors, 
with the crisp air and productive patterns in play.”

Matagorda | Bay Guide Service
Tommy Countz- 979.863.7553 cell 281.450.4037
October is a great month to spend some time on the water in the 
Matagorda area, Tommy says. “This is the month when we really start 
to see birds working on a regular basis and the fishing gets easy for a 
while. If we get a really big shrimp crop, the action can be fast most 
every day for a while. East Bay is more the place to be than West Bay 
this time of year. The muddy, shallow flats over there provide the 
perfect stage for action with school trout under birds, and when the 
birds stop working, around slicks and mud streaks. The high tides 
we usually have this time of year also make for excellent fishing for 
redfish in some of the lakes lying close to the ICW. The fish are usually 
schooled up and prowling this month, making for some exciting 
action. Both these patterns provide satisfaction to the average 
weekend angler. Few things thrill people more than knowing there’s 
a fish right where they’re about to throw their bait. For most people, 
it’s far more fun than making lots of casts at empty water, wondering 
whether a fish is within reach or not.” 

Palacios | Capt. Aaron Wollam
www.palaciosguideservice.com - 979.240.8204
Salinity levels have finally risen to near normal levels after all the 
heavy rains. Fishing has really taken off in our area, with a consistent 
trout bite out around the reefs and wells in West Matagorda Bay. 
We’ve been catching good numbers of sixteen to eighteen-inch fish 
on live shrimp free-lined or under corks around the deep structures. 
The surf continues lights out when winds calm. We’re catching 
really solid trout on topwaters and tails early and late when the 
green water reaches the beach. Our redfish bite has come back 
strong; we’re seeing small schools chasing shrimp and shad in front 
of bayous and drains and along shorelines close to the rivers. Any 
paddletail lure in pearl or pumpkinseed rigged on an eighth-ounce 
head will work well. Flounder fishing has also picked up. We’ve been 
targeting the flat fish in ditches and drains on falling tides, free-
lining live shrimp through the narrow openings. October should be 
a great month, as we’re seeing copious amounts of forage species 
way up in the marshes. All of the bait will flush out once we get some 
strong fronts, and action in the bays will go off, with birds working in 
places like Oyster Lake. 

Port O’Connor | Lynn Smith
Back Bay Guide Service - 361.983.4434
When we talked, Lynn said the action in the Port O’Connor area 
remained best in areas close to Pass Cavallo, where the fish have salty 
water and deep holes to escape the heat. “We’ve been catching plenty 
of trout and redfish on grassy, sandy flats lying close to the guts which 
connect West Matagorda Bay to the Gulf of Mexico. The bite in the surf 
for trout has been good when the weather’s been calm, which it has 
on lots of recent days. Best conditions for fishing these areas is a high 
or incoming tide in the early part of the day. In October, I expect to see 
the fishing in these same areas to remain good, though the salinity 
levels in Espiritu Santo Bay are improving, and we might see more 
fish move farther from the pass as the weather cools down. Normally, 
in October, we have consistently high tides and moderate water 
temperatures, which make for good fishing in the shallower coves and 
lakes on the south sides of our bays. We might well see some good 

FISHING REPORTS     AND FORECASTS
from Big Lake to Boca Chica
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potential there this month. Birds should be working in plenty of places 
too, after this wet summer. The shrimp crop should be a bumper.”

Rockport | Blake Muirhead
Gator Trout Guide Service - 361.790.5203 or 361.441.3894
In October, Blake plans on fishing some areas north of Rockport, 
where salinity levels have recently recovered nicely, after all the rains 
in the spring and summer. “The water in Mesquite Bay and on the 
south shoreline of San Antonio Bay looked really green last time I was 
up there. This time of year, the fishing can be great around some of 
the reefs up that way, also on the grassy shorelines, especially when 
tides are high. The work is proceeding nicely on Cedar Bayou, and it’s 
expected to be open and flowing by the middle of the month. If so, 
the fishing should be great around there. Moving water on the flats 
and reefs in that part of the Coastal Bend makes for fast catching, 
in general. Fishing can also be good on the spoil humps and open-
bay reefs in Corpus Christi and Aransas Bays this time of year. Calm 
weather is necessary for a good bite on the really exposed reefs. I’ll 
also be hoping to intercept the reds which gather up on flats adjacent 
to both the Lydia Ann and La Quinta Channels this month. And, I’ll be 
looking to do plenty of dove hunting when I am not fishing.” 

Upper Laguna Madre - Baffin Bay - Land Cut
Robert Zapata – rz1528@grandecom.net - 361.563.1160
The weather tends to cool off faster than the fishing this time of year. 
Trout fishing has still been somewhat slow, due to lower numbers of 
fish after the February freeze, so I’m encouraging clients to release 
as many as possible to aid in the recovery of the fishery. Redfish 
have been providing steady excitement over the last few months, 
and this should be the case throughout the month of October. 
One of our favorite patterns this time of year involves intercepting 
migrating herds of oversized reds on their way to the Gulf of Mexico. 
These brutes provide plenty of thrills because of their size and the 
strength with which they fight. Best bet, as always, is to approach 
the schools from upwind, on the trolling motor or by drift, and avoid 
drifting through the school. Bass Assassin Die Dappers or Assassin 
four-inch Sea Shads in natural colors rigged on eighth-ounce spring-
lock jigheads produce good results when tossed in view of the reds. 
We also find good numbers of slot-sized red and black drum in clear 
water less than fifteen inches deep this time of year. They bite shrimp 
flavored Fish-bites most every time they see them. 

Corpus Christi | Joe Mendez – www.sightcast1.com - 361.877.1230
October’s cooler weather patterns don’t change much about the fishing, 
until at least the last part of the month, in the Upper Laguna Madre 
and Baffin Bay, Joe says. “We normally have some really high tides this 
time of year. The water right now is really clear in the northern parts of 
the lagoon, which helps us see fish in the water when the sun is high 
overhead and we have some wind action. Calm conditions don’t help 
much this time of year, creating a glare on the water and making the 
bite stale. When we’re hunting redfish in October, we often venture 
far off the beaten path, into areas with mostly a sandy bottom, where 
the water runs less than a foot and a half deep. These high tides often 
allow the reds to roam well away from the drop offs into deeper water. 
Catching them on paddletails is usually fairly easy, once we find them. 
The trout begin to move off the deeper structures and show up on 
shorelines and on top of rocky sand bars more of the time. With the 
moderate water temperatures, topwaters often work well for them, 
especially when it’s cloudy, or early in the mornings.” 

P.I.N.S. Fishing Forecast | Eric Ozolins 
361-877-3583 | Oceanepics.com 
In October, mullet and menhaden run through the surf in large 

schools. Various predators follow them. We see lots of big reds in the 
surf this month, especially towards its end. Jack Crevalle become 
numerous on cool mornings, a day or two after the passage of a front. 
Targeting both reds and jacks with live mullet works well. If the 
jacks look really active chasing bait, they will usually 
take lures like large spoons, topwaters and long swim 
baits. Tarpon are also around, taking advantage of 
the waning opportunity to feed up before heading 
farther south for winter. Smaller tarpon show a liking 
for finger mullet too. For a chance at the big ones, 
try a live or fresh-dead skipjack. 
An abundance of sharks can be 
targeted this time of year. Bulls 
and black tips are the most common. 
Putting out fresh whiting, bluefish or any other kind of small 
fish usually stirs up some kind of action. Depending on water clarity, 
Spanish mackerel and bluefish will be chasing bait in the shallows. 
Targeting them requires the use of wire leaders. This is a great time of 
year to fish the beachfront, with so many species present. Watch the 
weather; things get dicey after fronts.

Port Mansfield | Ruben Garza
Snookdudecharters.com – 832.385.1431
Getaway Adventures Lodge – 956.944.4000
Fishing is often crazy good in October in the LLM. This is the month 
redfish wind up making their way through the passes to live out their 
adult lives in the Gulf. This motivates us to stay close to the East Cut 
much of the time, looking for the migrating schools. I like to throw 
topwaters at them when we find them. If and when the action on 
the floating lures wanes, I like to switch to soft plastics on sixteenth 
or eighth-ounce heads. Gold weedless spoons also work well. Trout 
fishing should improve as the weather cools. It won’t be the same as 
it has been in years past, but we should see more consistent action. 
Areas with deep water close to the shallows will still produce best, 
places like Butcher’s and Dubb’s islands and Jones Cut. Most of the fish 
will remain in potholes well off the shallow edge. On the west side, 
Century Point and the Oak Mottes usually produce plenty of fish this 
time of year. Out at the jetties, putting on a wire leader and targeting 
king and Spanish mackerel close to the ends of the rocks can provide 
fast action and really fun times.

Lower Laguna Madre - South Padre - Port Isabel
Aaron Cisneros | tightlinescharters.com – 956-639-1941
Fall patterns arrive for good this month, depending on the timing, 
frequency and strength of the early fronts. Lately, we’ve been 
finding most of our trout in depths ranging from two to four feet, 
where numerous potholes break up a grassy bottom. We’re using 
KWiggler Ball-tail Shads in plum/chartreuse, rigging them on 
eighth-ounce screw-lock jigheads and retrieving them with good 
speed, and sudden stops. The speed of the retrieve varies with both 
the feeding mood of the fish and the depth of the water. Shallower 
water and a more aggressive bite both favor more speed. The reds 
are currently plentiful and easy to locate. Regular lulls in the winds 
have helped us locate schools prowling down area shorelines. We’re 
also finding plenty on grassy flats covered by deeper water. Small 
topwaters worked slowly, with some starts and stops, have been 
earning lots of blow ups. As temperatures rise in the middle of the 
day, the reds often retreat to deeper water, where the KWiggler 
Ball-tails in colors like Mansfield Margarita work better to catch 
them. In the mid-day heat, keeping the lure bumping the bottom 
often works best. These patterns should remain productive through 
Halloween and a bit beyond.
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Jason Finley 
Matagorda - 27.5” 8.5 lb redfish

Luke Mazur 
Galveston Bay - 25” & 20” flounder

Jase Harris 
Salt Lake - first trout! CPR

Brady Coleman 
POC - first bull red!

Andrew Fielder 
West Bay - first trout! CPR

Johnny Flugrath 
Baffin Bay - 28” personal best trout!

Chris Hajducek 
Nueces Bay - 25” 8 lb flouder

Eddie Garcia 
Lower Laguna Madre - personal best black drum!
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Chris Jones 
Port Mansfield - 28” trout

Henry Payne 
San Luis Pass - spadefish

Mason Willcox 
Matagorda - 27” 9.5 lb redfish

Infinity Grace De Los Santos 
Ingleside - 17” first redfish! CPR

Kyla Janecek 
West Galveston Bay - first topwater red!

Ava Lewis 
Sabine Lake - 29” redfish CPR

Donald Mason 
East Matagorda Bay - 27” personal best trout! CPR

First come – first published!
Photos are judged on artistic 

merit and sporting ethic displayed. 
No stringer, cleaning table, or 

hanging board images allowed. 
Digital images only. Adjust camera 
to high or best quality. All images 

become property of TSFMag. 
Email to: Photos@TSFMag.com

Include short description of 
your catch with name, date, bay 

system, etc. 

Photo 
Gallery 

Guidelines

Travis Hebert 
Crystal Beach - 7’ blacktip
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INGREDIENTS

SAUCE

1 cup unseasoned panko bread 
crumbs-divided

1 cup whole kernel corn-drained
3 red bell peppers-mini size
1/4 cup green onion tops-finely 

chopped
16 oz jumbo lump crabmeat
3/4 cup Duke’s mayonnaise
1 egg, lightly beaten
1/8 tsp cayenne pepper
1 tsp coarse ground black pepper
1/2 tsp salt

Juice of 1/4 medium lemon
1 Tbsp butter - melted
1/8 tsp cayenne pepper
Remaining 1/4 cup mayonnaise

PREPARATION
Pre-heat oven to 425 degrees. 

Spray cups of a mini-muffin tin with PAM or 
similar cooking spray. Sprinkle 1/2 cup Panko 
breadcrumbs evenly on muffin tin, tapping and 
shaking to coat bottom and sides of cups evenly. 
Tilt and rotate tin until all the panko forms a light coating in the cups. 

Fine chop mini bell peppers. Blot dry with paper towel. Fine chop 
onion tops, reserve 1 tablespoon for garnish.

Combine corn, bell pepper, remaining green onions, crabmeat, 
1/2 of the mayonnaise, egg, cayenne pepper, black pepper, and 
salt. Mix thoroughly but gently to avoid breaking crab meat 
lumps. Gently fold in 1/2 cup of panko. 

Divide mixture evenly into cups of mini-tin. Bake 15 minutes or 
until golden brown. Remove from oven and cool 2 minutes in pan. 
Gently remove from pan with spoon or small spatula to cooling rack.

For sauce; blend lemon juice and melted butter, cayenne pepper, and 
remaining (1/4 cup) mayonnaise. Mix well and brush tops of baked crab cakes.

Top with reserved green onion.

Got ideas, hints or recipes 
you’d like to share?
Email them to
pam@tsfmag.com
or send by fax:
361 792-4530
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Baked Crab Poppers  
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LET US
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MUDHOLE.COM/SALT-KIT
GET A FREE CATALOG! MUDHOLE.cOM/CATALOGwww.ScienceAndTheSea.org 

© The University of Texas Marine Science Institute

Science
Seaand the TM

In storybook tales of old, sailors feared the Sargasso Sea as a mythically 
cursed region where the mightiest ships mysteriously vanished. Those 
stories, of course, are pure fantasy. This legendary sea doesn’t actually 
harbor a graveyard of doomed ships. But scientists have recently 
learned of an even greater treasure hidden below its famously calm 
blue waters—one that provides clues to an entirely different mystery.

 

Biologists have wondered for years where green sea turtles go during 
the years between hatching from Florida’s Atlantic coastal nests and 
returning to those beaches as adults. Learning where the young turtles 
go in open ocean during these “lost years” can help researchers design 
better conservation strategies for these endangered reptiles. It turns 
out they head to the same place that superstitious sailors diligently 
avoid: the Sargasso Sea.
 
Researchers attached inch-long solar-powered tracking devices to the 
shells of 21 baby green sea turtles. These devices provided geographic 
data to the scientists until the devices detached from the shells 
naturally. The scientists released the turtles into the Gulf Stream 10 
miles from shore and were able to track them for up to five months. Two 
thirds of the turtles left the Gulf Stream to enter the western or northern 
Sargasso Sea. In a previous study, seven of 17 loggerhead turtles had 
done the same.

Until this research, scientists thought these teenage turtles simply 
rode the Atlantic ocean’s currents wherever those currents took them. 
The fact that some turtles leave the currents to actively seek out the 
Sargasso Sea has revised scientific thinking about their habits in their 
lost years. This new insight may help conservationists ensure that more 
of these endangered turtles survive.

Where Turtles Spend their “Lost Years”

Many young sea turtles seek out the Sargaso Sea. 
Credit: Bernard Spragg/Public Domain
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C O A S T A L  B E N D  M A R I N E

C H R I S  M A P P ’ S  R E P A I R  &  M A I N T E N A N C E

Chris Mapp, owner of 
Coastal Bend Marine and 
Flats Cat Boat Company.
Great Service, Parts & Sales.
“What can we do for you?”

What happens when you raise 
a 600-pound outboard engine six 
inches on a jackplate at 50-plus 
miles per hour…in open water 
with wind and plenty of chop? The 
answer is alarming.

Outboard engines are becoming 
more powerful with the introduction of every new model and boat 
builders are equally creative in delivering hull designs to run faster, 
shallower, and jump on plane quicker. There is however a potentially 
serious price to pay as these marvels of engineering become 
increasingly prevalent in bay boats.

Let us help you avoid this costly and potentially dangerous trap.
Outboard manufacturers have been working overtime to give the 

boating public more horsepower and greater versatility. The problem 
arises when outboard engine weight and horsepower, combined 
with sleeker and more efficient hulls, are operated to levels that place 
excessive stress on transom and jackplate fasteners, and sometimes 
even upper motor mounts.   

The transom mounting hardware in high-horsepower applications 

should be only as specified by the engine and boat builders – no 
exceptions! We recommend fine-thread bolts of minimum half-inch 
diameter, compliant with manufacturer’s specs. Transom plate washers 
are also a must as they spread loads across a greater surface area to 
increase the integrity of engine installation. 

Wood is no longer common in transom construction but modern 
composite layups, like wood, can be crushed and dangerously 
weakened should over-torqueing of transom bolts occur. Always 
follow manufacturers instruction carefully…and use a torque wrench. 
Better still, take it to your dealer.

Keeping track of transom and jackplate mounting hardware, to 
detect any loose connections (bolt stretch is one of the primary 
causes), is recommended every 100 operating hours as part of your 
annual service and routine maintenance plan. Visual inspection every 
time you clean the boat is also recommended. 

Many boat owners may be unaware but transom damage and 
transom fastener failure can also occur on the highway. Always lower 
your jackplate when preparing to trailer your boat. When the engine is 
raised on the jackplate, normal bump-in-the-road stresses are amplified 
significantly. An even better plan is to invest in a transom saver device.

Another consequence of high-horsepower—higher-speed 
operation in choppy water conditions that we have noticed lately is 
the degradation and eventual failure of traditional T-Top mounting 
hardware. This problem is accelerated as LED light bars and other 
accessories are attached high upon the T-Top. Visual inspection 
of T-Top mounting hardware during boat cleaning is highly 
recommended. We recommend consulting your boat dealer or T-Top 
manufacturer before adding light bars and other accessories. 

Have a safe fall boating season!
Chris Mapp 
Coastal Bend Marine | Port O’Connor, TX
361-983-4841 | CoastalBendMarine.com

AVOIDING A POTENTIALLY 
DANGEROUS TRAP

The costly and 
potentially dangerous 
trap of transom bolt 

failure can be avoided 
through better 

boating and trailering 
practices. Running 

the jackplate lower at 
high speeds in deep, 
choppy water is one 

way. Trailering with the 
jackplate lowered or 
with a transom saver 

device is another.
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TEXAS SALTWATER FISHING HOLES

• Bay Fishing, Offshore,
  Floundering, Waterfowl, Dove 
• Night Fishing off Lighted Pier 
• Right On The Water
• Lodging with/without Meals

www.matagordasunriselodge.com
979-241-1705

Capt. Lynn Smith’s
Back Bay Guide Service

Port O’Connor Area

TROUT
REDFISH

FLOUNDER

Wade & 
Drifting 
the Back 

Bays & Surf

Call 361.983.4434  (cell 361.935.6833)
Email lynn@tisd.net (tswf.com/lynnsmith)

USCG Licensed
Captain Stan Sloan

M A T A G O R D A  B A Y
Speckled Trout / Redfish

832.693.4292
www.fishfcc.com

Fin Tastic
Coastal 
Charters
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PISCATORIAL TRIVIA

Just when you thought you knew everything, here’s a list of obscure 
facts about fish to enrich your knowledge. Sure to impress when you 
casually drop a few of these on your fishing buddies! 

• The four-winged flying fish can stay airborne for about 3,000 feet.

• In Australia, there’s a Leafy Sea Dragon Festival. Sea dragons are 
fish related to seahorses.

• The most common marine toxin disease is ciguatera poisoning, 
which results from eating contaminated marine fish.

• The Maine sardine isn’t a sardine but rather a juvenile herring.

• The giant Siamese carp is the national fish of Cambodia.

• Fish can hoot, croak and bark.

• An eyeball the size of a softball that belonged to a swordfish 
washed up on the beach.

• More than 170 species of fish live in the Great Lakes.

• A synthetic hormone that treats bone disorders was copied from 
a protein in coho salmon.

• Tetrodotoxin from pufferfish and porcupinefish is used in the 
treatment of cancer.

• Electric eels have been used for medicinal experiments, 
particularly in the treatment of rheumatism.

• Compounds from stonefish (the world’s most venomous fish) are 
used for lowering blood pressure.

• The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service first transported live fish by trains 
in 1874. In 1881 they purchased their first railway car solely for 
the purpose, and by 1929 had 10 cars.

• In 1927, the John G. Shedd Aquarium in Chicago included the 
first saltwater exhibits in an inland aquarium, and had their own 
railway fish car, the Nautilus.

• Fishermen protested as early as the 14th century against bottom 
trawling because of the indiscriminate method of catching all 
types and sizes of fish.

• Every year, about 150 new species of fish are discovered in the 
world’s oceans.

• Boxfish, colorful reef fish, if threatened can ooze a poison from 
their skin.

• The deep sea viperfish has the longest teeth in proportion to its 
head than any other fish.

By Brian Henry
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SOLD EXCLUSIVELY AT

This rod is great for saltwater 
trout and redfish fishing and is 
made with a 1-piece construction 
for long-lasting use. The cork 
handle allows for secure,  
comfortable casting and  
retrieving, while the rubber butt 
cap helps you reel in tough fish.

Available in
Casting & Spinning

Models

TM

FOR YOUR NEXT
BE PREPARED  

FISHING
EXCURSION
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