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—by Glyn Emmerson
NEWYORK, NY—“Tell me how he didn’t
break his ankles!”Neal Preston shouted
out at one of his shots of a grimacing
JimmyPageperformingwith LedZeppelin.

It was a night of storytelling at the
Morrison Hotel Gallery where rock
photographer Neal Preston told the tales
behind some of the most iconic shots of
the ‘70s with an hour plus slide show
presentation that went by way too fast.
Best known for shooting Led Zeppelin,
Preston’s list of rockand roll royalty includes
Queen, Stevie Nicks, Sly Stone, Dylan,
Springsteen, Pink Floyd, The Who and
even the Doors.He also worked with best
pal Cameron Crowe on the gorgeously
heartbreaking 2000 film Almost Famous
that chronicled the ‘70s rock scene before
it became big business and causalities
started dropping like flies.

Some of his best photos are from
backstage, including JimmyPagedowning
a bottle of Jack Daniels. A baby faced
Robert Plant and Jeff Beck walking past
a U-Haul truck at the Singer Bowl; wide-
eyed, bushy-tailed and eager for action,
Ozzy’s weddings, Queen on tour in South
America being escorted by the Argentine
secret police force, The Who imploding
onstage and Stevie Nicks in her garden
all combine for an eclectic take on the era.

The photograph of Freddy Mercury
arching his back towards a seaof humanity
atWembley Arena is a shot for the ages.
Robert Plant’s pic holding a dove from

the 1973 tour in San Francisco adorned
dorm walls in an era before Farrah’s nips
and beaming whiteys took over.According
to Preston, after the grand finale of
“Stairway To Heaven,” two sets of doves
were set free onstage. One circled then
returned back to the hands of Plant and
he got the shot.

Pink Floyd’s were taken at a dress
rehearsal for theWall tour in 1980. Playfully
hamming it up for the camera like theMarx
brothers, the pics play like time capsules
to an era when friendships and music
went together. One of the shots of the
Doors shows Morrison leaning back in
quiet contemplation at the Fillmore East
to Robby Krieger’s silhouette in front of
him.

Some of Preston’s most impressive
were resurrected images taken from
damaged negatives that included James
Taylor in his dressing room, Tina Turner
and Janis Joplin—all shot when he was
still in high school. They showcase the
keys to outstanding rock photography
early on includingaggressiveness, knowing
when to step back and a keen eye for
capturing the moment.

Other gems included a shot of Lynyrd
Skynyrd onstage at the Fox Theatre
lounging about. A shot of Ray Charles
playing pool with Preston, who confided
that the blind pianist whoppedhim in seven
moves straight! A hilarious one of Eric
Clapton ducking for cover behind a chair
from Keith Moon.Kiss on a “winter shoot”
in a studio with polyethylene snow that
almost got everyone sick.The tales were
endless and flowed like war stories from
a favorite long lost uncle on leave from
party central.

One of his earliest shows a teenaged,
long-haired Cameron Crowe and Gregg
Allman in conversation. Preston added
that themain character ofAlmost Famous,
played by Billy Crudup, was based on
Gregg Allman and that everything in the
film was based on a true story. There’s
a line when Crudup turns to the Crowe
character and says “Hey, are you an
undercover cop or something?” since
Crowe didn’t party.Preston admitted that
really happened and that he was never
questioned about being undercover…
with a nod and a wink. For more on the
gallery, checkoutmorrisonhotelgallery.com

THE SOUND AND THE FURY, MORRISON HOTEL GALLERY

PH
O

TO
BY

N
EA

L
PR

ES
TO

N

PH
O

TO
BY

G
LY

N
EM

M
ER

SO
N

NEAL PRESTON

LED ZEPPELIN

www.theaquarian.com ARTS WEEKLY DECEMBER 7, 2011 19

FOR BOOKING INFORMATION CALL KENNY GORKA 212-673-7030

Paul Colbyʼs

THE BITTEREND

$5 ADMISSION • SHOWS BEGIN AT 8 pm (unless stated)

147 BLEECKER ST., N.Y.C.
BTWN THOMPSON & LAGUARDIA “THE HEART OF GREENWICH VILLAGE”

www.bitterend.com

WED. DEC. 7TH     
EMILY BROOKE (7pm) • NATALIE GELMAN (7:45)

NOAH'S ARCADE • JESSE ANDREWS BAND
Jacks Freshground Music Presents: TROTTA, RONSTADT & DALTON

THURS DEC 8TH     
JENNINGS CLOTHING SWAP (6PM) w/ 

Caleb Hawley, Lexie Roth, Abby Ahmad, Rachel Epp, 
Jamie Bendell, Viv Peyrat  ---plus --- REBECCA PEARL

JESSSE TORI feat. KATE FAY
FRI. DEC. 9TH 

JODI ARLYN (CD Release)(6:30-8:30) • ANTHONY FEDEROV
BOUND BY SUBSTANCE •MATT KOZIOL

THE DAVID KOLKER BAND • SING BIRDSONG
SAT. DEC 10TH 

MUSIC IN CHAPPAQUA (2-5) • KELSEY NORD (7pm)
RAZOR BOY MUSIC PRESENTS Mike Squillante (8pm),Eliza Neals,

Denitia Odigie, Kuf Knotz, Fate Strikes Twice
----plus---- THE BILLY HECTOR BAND

SUN. DEC 11TH 
MOOGY KLINGMAN MEMORIAL (1-5)

SINGER/SONGWRITER SESSIONS (7pm) ----plus----
THE BITTER END ALLSTAR JAM with Mark Greenberg

MON. DEC 12TH       
EMILY ROSENBLATT • TREBLE • PARIS CARNEY

JESSICA ASHLEY • THE RICHIE CANNATA
MONDAY NIGHT JAM ($10)

TUES. DEC 13TH       
Chris Apostle Presnts 2ND Annual Holiday Show (6:30) 

w/ Brenda Reid (Of The Exciters) & Cory Rooney, 
Mario Sebastian, Kim Viera, LD & Jhoni, Ariana, 

Andrea Pappas, J Cruz, April Hamilton, 
Chopper Trike Rebels, Pro Jam

WED. DEC 14TH       
SONGWRITERS COLLECTIVE 
---Plus---- SPECIAL GUESTS

Sullivan
Hall 214 SULLIVAN ST

(BLEECKER & 
W. 3RD ST.)

NYC

Sullivan
Hall NYC

TIX BY PHONE (866) 468-7619
FOR ADVANCE TIX AND MORE INFO:
WWW.SULLIVANHALLNYC.COM

ALL SHOWS
18+

PHISH AFTER-PARTY
�FRI. DEC. 30  12AM SHOW 

7 WALKERS 
FEATURING BILL KREUTZMANN OF THE GRATEFUL DEAD 

8:30PM SHOW

7 WALKERS 
FEATURING BILL KREUTZMANN OF THE GRATEFUL DEAD 

�THU DEC. 8 MBA JAM, CSIC, DAYS BEFORE TOMORROW,
JAMES ROSS EVANS

�FRI  DEC. 9 CARAMELOS DE CIANURO WITH ENEMIGOS DEL
SUELO, TEORIA QUINTUPLE, MADERA METAL

�SAT DEC. 10 GIG BRAZIL, DARLINGSIDE, VISTA HILL, 
EVAN ULMAN, MINDY RAF AS LEIBYA ROGERS

�FRI. DEC. 16 BANOOBA, SPIRITUAL REZ, 
PROJECT BLUEBOOK, EASY OVER, UNRB

�SAT. DEC. 17 10:30PM SHOW DR. FAMEUS FEATURING
ALLEN AUCOIN OF THE DISCO BIS-
CUITSW/ SPECIAL GUESTS BANG BANG!
FEAT. TODD STOOPS (RAQ/KUNG FU) &
SCOTTY ZWANG (SONIC SPANK) & MUN

7:30PM SHOW SUMMER LOST,  LOVE IN STOCKHOLM 

�THU DEC 22 CONSIDER THE SOURCE W/ STOMPING GROUND

�SAT. DEC. 31    NEW YEAR’S EVE  7:30PM SHOW  
THE FOLKADELICS 

PLUS NEW YEARS EVE 80S DANCE PARTY FEAT. DJ BODY ROCK! 
SPINNING THE HITS OF MICHAEL JACKSON,  MADONNA, PRINCE & MORE

WHAT’S A RECORD SHOW...WHAT’S A RECORD SHOW...

NJ’S BEST KEPT SECRET...SHHHHH!

The Second Saturday
RECORD & CD SHOW & SALE

The Second Saturday
RECORD & CD SHOW & SALE

FIREMANS HALL, Parish Dr @ Rt 23 & 202
(North of Rts 80 & 46), Wayne, NJ

SATURDAY DECEMBER 10th 2011 10am - 4pm
RECORDs - CDs - 45s -TAPEs - MEMORABILIA & MORE !!!
ROCK • METAL • JAZZ • SOUL • ALTERNATIVE • MORE!
ADM ONLY: $6 (1 @ $5 with Ad)

Info: 973-209-6067 or E-MAIL: fred@nji.com
www.SHOWSANDEXPOS.com

VVEENNDDOORRSS BBUUYYIINNGG:: Records, 45's, CD's, DVD's & Memorabilia
www..SSHHOOWWSSAANNDDEEXXPPOOSS..CCOOMM//BBUUYYIINNGG

@STAGE LEFTin Montclair, NJ

Chill

www.chillstageleft .com

IS LOOKING FOR BANDS & PROMOTERS
Capacity is 800. State-of-art sound & lights

Sign up is simple:
visit our website & register for open dates:


