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Pennsvlvania

GOLD STAR MOTHERS PILGRIMAGH

SeS.WASHINGTON,AUGUST 19,1930

Philadelphia Cqunty

Name ¢ Myg,Calvin WeDecker (R-18)
Addresss 5402 Lansdowne Ave,,FPhiladelphia,Pae

Routez Pennsylvania R.R. to New York

Ive.Philadelphia (Broad St.; Train No.210 11,00 A.M.,August 18

Ar,New York (Penna,Station

" Accormodationst Parlor Car Seat

Elapsed Times 2 hours ¢Lﬁ

1,00 P.M,,August 18
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Farty "R¥ = Itimersry - Sureams Grow

Salled jugust 19%h, 1930, on GECGE GANHIRGION. Capte Armeld Ja Fumk io Shaygs,
Arrived Cherbourg August 27th. Special tender srrived 11107 s, bearing Nejs.
Pudiley and Eindermany Suptn, Coks, Haley, iarsest, lambert and Stark; its.
Tarboreugh, Freeman snd Sises; Cive nurses and three oivilisn employees. Train
loft 1157 pmy arrived Uare des Invelides, fopgs, BICGO pms Mot by Sel, K1lis wod
nexbers of his staff, interpreters and murses. Taken in bus to hetel,

fuguet 20th: Horning devoted to transastion of persomal Musiness, Uxshangs of
money, preparation of lmundry, sto. Aftermoen - ire ds Trismphe, “resths
1aid by ¥re. Seysour and Mrs. Csggeis, Tes und reseption st Sestawrant
lswrent, Dinner at hotel,
Auguat 29th: Nerming free, lLunch ilovel d'iens, Sightsesing trip laris - Usere
Goeur, Pimmer at hotel,
August 30th! Vislt furesnes Gemtory. Luneh at Belle Cyeliste, Afternnen free.
Paner ag hotel,
August Slst: Free or Chureh. Lunsh Notel dtfema. Viedt Swresnss Opnetery,
Planer st Hobel 4'lena, '
. Septenber lst: Fomtaineblesv via Burbisen. Luneh Hobe! Legris. Left fer
 wia Selun, Dlener at liobel 4'lene,
feptenber fnd: W!w-m.m-m Bells Gyeliste, Visit
luresnes Jemetary, ok lotel Utfens. . _
Septenber 3rd: Verseilles in merning., Lunoh Belle Syeliste - Suresws. Vislt
Comotery, Pioner st lotel 4 :
Beptenber 4thi left for Lu Ferte a/s Jousrre vis Porte de Pantin, desux, (rest
' 1a Yerr + luneh dosteilerie du Bouhomwe n% Chatesw
it e Constory in Aftermoon. Left fer Paris vie
' 1 de la Terrsses), Dinner st Hetel d'lemn.
septendur bbb I-u‘ 'roe, Vielt to Cemetery. Lunsh at Relle Uyollste. Yemetery.
Hotel 4%lena,
m:::l mqmm-tﬁimmmnm-
faptenber i Free or Chwreh, luneh st ele Sighteseing trip Paris ~ Hotre
mma»g::* WW:‘U night, - i
Aevharher i Neowming « imnsh hobel, Sightoeoing p Faria, Sapoledn's
Tosh, Vimner at hebel, -
Septenbor 94h: Suresmes Cemetery. Lunoh Hotel 4'lens, Afterseon fres, Ddmner at
"mi
Seytenber 10%h: Font train left Fer Cherbourg 9144 an, arvived 5:56 pm.
AMEEYOA emiled Di40 pm. Arrived New York mw.

Mrs Calvin W Decker



WAR DEPARTMENT

“PILGRIMAGE, WAR MOTHERS AND WIDOWS"

ROOM 901

225 WEST 34TH ST., NEW YORK, N. Y.

)
Frerer Calivin W, étjﬁm

REQUEST FOR PULLMAN RESERVATION

Detier, Mrs, Calvin We

............................................... Actual cost of through Pullman.

Name of Traveler

Philadelphia, Fhiladelphia County

...............................................

Home Address

Philadelphia, Fa.

RPB—7-1-30—8M

Pennsylvania 3
Philadelphia, Pa.
A A o e e Rl allao o i ot s R R
I Destination
Sl SRR ENE NI | | Ml DLl e il et BT SRR
Tigwet Expiress Septe20,1980 .
Octs 16, 1530 Date of Departure
T
Road | Tr, No, j Date || Time j:_":‘s":;t Car U. 5. G. Order No. Ag;‘;i“
LV Penn,. gta. ?em, .?ﬁ 7 ji"yﬂﬁ ﬁﬂ"ﬁA N i |
*AR??#M,JIJEM’M " " I ot ypeeA| & 18| T LM@ «)O%H 328, i
LV | A
AR | &
B |
AR VEATR .
S Al t | P P
AR TR 1
LV ,
AR i l ! ! ¢ Al R’
LV I | s 4 bl
AR T i |
POTAL 200wk ihiads
Remarks:

..........................................................................................
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WAR DEPARTMENT T

"’ h"%DURv

ORRESPOND!

oF CHANGE

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

OF ADDRESS

PILGRIMAGE, WAR MOTHERS AND WIDOWS
225 WEST 34TH STREET,
NEW YORK N. Y.



name Decker, Mrs. Calvin 7‘ .................. 05

ADDRESS . 5403- Tanstowne ‘4vew - Philadedphiz;Pa.

TO: Officer-In-Charge,
PILGRIMAGE, WAR MOTHERS AND WIDOWS

I beg to inform you that I have returned to my

home safely and in good health. (005 -f«uQLaAJL» %ﬂ M
4&."4_.9(_,

othdiots ' 9 sthibaol vrPile Sincerely,

SR 7’(’& (signed) Moo, loodurae. s 800elon /

RPB—7-22-30—5M



. ; e Y ' RPB—3-17-30—7M
RETURN NEW_YORK @
SEP 1€ 1388
DAGTE A s
5402 Jﬂaﬁs%iwale lﬁge,
NAME ... Decker,.. Mrﬁ-. : Calvar‘%gnE CW- ..... HOME Dt e bt e
RETURN ONJS Sl X e eyt norsLlVi CALP, ..... ROOM NO. /&/7 /,9

DEPARTURE NEW YORK

/ ' pATE . L. L0 ”7
ROAD M TRAIN alﬂ ..... )/ BERTH or SEAT ¢//L

................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

................................................................................................



Name.

Paris Hotel ... ....°

Home address..

DECKER, Mrse Calvin W,
HOTEL D'IENA

AVENUE D’'IENA

.b402 Lansdowne Ave., Philadelphis, Philadelphia Co., Penn

Rorght wo o W |, PO AR Group o - Unit . g§ WASHINGTON . ..
Date of arrival - AUG, 27,1930 Date of departure 8/S AMERICA - Sept,10,1930
Relationship........... ... Stepmother

Name of deceased

DECKER, Calvin W. Jr.

ok Sl il i1 X R _Organization Co.lle 4T3th Tel.Bn

Cemetery

Suresnes
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' ; Y RPB—3-17-30—7M

9 3 :
STATE - DecXey, Cavnn \J\\ .

eI B R O s s R e e 0402 Lansdowne Ave.,
; Philadelphia
LN AR Philadelphia t3
NAME . DECKER, M:S, GALVIN. W......... HOMEADDRESS it o B a GO o
: /8, / Q/ g
NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEAREST KIN% : /M/’/ s /(:{Wé S A,

--------------------------

[V et e Calkoniie Ko / lee

( iOJiA']TE @j /aé HOTEL%%W ROOM NO. )/OGV//

-------------------------

"B oga | gl AR L 27/ %
HATE AUGUST Ig_, 1930 VESSEL WASHINGTON CABIN NO -‘“-ﬁ._, ........ /

HERBOU L
DESTINATION (CIEBBOURG, FRANCE CEMETERY . SURESNES ' 0 .l
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Diagnosis and complications : (include dates)

Treatment and Progress : {include dates)

Disposition : (include dates)

Remarks :
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Decker, Calvin. Co Es 413th Tel. Bn, Pa, .

S=Msgailed k&/n., s N (J

widow remarried

Natural llother .




ORGANIZATION
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER TO _O..M__z_g__a__ A"M
Decker, Calvin W, 34 SM October 15, 1831.

Mr, Calvin W. Decker,
5402 Lansdowne Avenue,

Philadelphia, Pa,
Dear Sir:

In order that the records of this office may be
cémplete and correct, it is requested that you advise as to
whether or not the natural mother of the late Corporal Calvin
W. Decker is living, and if so, furnish her name and present
address,

The enclosed self-addressed envelope which requires

no postage is for your convenience in replying.

For The Quartermaster General.

Very truly yours,

e

Enclosure:
Envelope

i%’r/&



Decker, Calvin W 34 sM

QM 293 A-M

dummary 10, 1981,

Nrs, Calvin W,

-
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MRs. C. W. DECKER

5402 LANSDOWNE AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

August 11th, 1930.

George F. R. Taylor
1st. Dieut., Q. M. Corps,
Assigtant.

BDear s Sitit=
I am in receipt of your letter

of the 1lst inst. with enclosures. ey asel

use tags as directed and thank you for the
instruetions and will follow same .

Yours very truly,

W e e

Mrs. Calvin W. Decker






J WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

in REPLY REFER To QM 293 JEE A=M July 17, 1930.

Decker, Calvin W, = 34

Mrs. Calvin W, Decker,
5402 Lansdowne Avenue,
Philadelphie, Pennsylvania,.

Dear Madam:

With reference to previocus correspondence
%‘, on this -sub,jGCt, you are informed that your passport
has been received and will be delivered to you aboard

\

ship.

I
|
) ‘ For The Quartermaster General,

/ Very truly yours,

i R. E. SHANNON,
| Captain, Q. M. Corps,
' Asgistant.



MRs. C. W. DECKER
5402 LANSDOWNE AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA, PA,

July A5th, 1930,
Re: QM 293 A=l

Decker, Calvin W. - 34 7 <E

R. E. Shannon, M a
Captain, Q. M. Corps, : S
Assistant.

Your dletter of the 12th insgt. just
received and in reply to same beg to advise that
about May 24th I .called at the office of the Clerk
of ‘the U. S. Digtrict Court at Philadelphia and
made application for Special Pilgrimage Passport.

This clerk required my given name
which is Anna M, and so had me sign my name on
the application and face of photographs.

On June 3rd the Department of State
aclknowledge receipt of my application for Passport
and stated such document would be issued and
forwarded to the War Department. Copy of letter
attached.

I regret very much that I have
seemingly been dilatory in complying with any
request or instruction, as I do appreciate greatly
the opportunity the Government has afforded me to
make this pilgrimage.

Trusting the above information will
enable you to locate the necessary papers and
awaiting your further advices in the matter

Yours very truly,

irs. Calvin W. Decker

v

1 Emen

%



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTOM

IN REPLY REFER -m_SM 293 A& At

v o e e r———

Dacker, Calvin Ve « 34 JUuly 18, 1330

Mres Calvin W, D’ﬁmt.
HA0Z Lussdowne /70ey
. Philadelphia, Pae

Dear Madam:

‘This office has not yet received your pagsport for
use in connection with your pilgrimage to the American Ceme-
teries in Europe.

It is imperative that EVERY mother or widow making
this pilgrimage, whether an American citizen or not, have a
passport issued and in the handes of this office before she
begins her trip. Alse sdvise if nae on pasapors ayplication was

in any way different fyam that slwwn 2boves
Please comply as early as possible with the instrue-

tions shown in form letter attached, or if you have heretofore
taken this action advise this office to that effect. ~

Should the clerk of the court not have heen furnished
with "Special Pilgrimage Passport" applications, please request
him to take the matter up at once with the Passport Bureau,

Room 170, State, War and Navy Building, Washington, D. C., and
he will be furnished with these forms.

The person to whom you should apply is the Clerk
of the Us S« Distriet Cowrt at Philadelphin, Poe

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

. R. E. SHANNON,
1 Bnel. Captain, §. M. Corps,
Form Let . ‘ Assigtant.

e .




COryY

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 3, 1930.

Mrs. Anna M. Decker
5402 Lansdowne Avenue,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Madam:

The Department acknowledges the receipt of your

application for a (Special Pilgrimage Passport). Such
( Piigrimage-Trevel-Deosumenss.

a document will be issued thereon and. forwarded to the

Quartermaster General of the War Department.

Passport Division,
Depertment of State,
Washington, D. C.




WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

May 16, 1930,

iN REPLY REFER To QM 293 _fkﬁ—C

Decker, Calvin W. 34 SM
Washington 8=19

Mrs. Calvin W. Decker,
5402 Lansdowne Avenue,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Madam:

The records of this office show that you have not
furnished the name of your Emergency Addressee as requested
in letter of instructions from this office.

It is requested that in the blank space below you
write the name and address of the person in the United States
whom you desire to be notified in case you become seriously
ill or other emergency arises while you are making the pilgrimage
to Europe authorized by the Act of Congress approved March 2,1929.

‘{Bﬁizﬂﬁrl;t) £;2¢2"/Q£2£/64Xj;fu///

Name

WoEhn ’ :
Address

Please fill in the above and mail it TODAY in the self-
addressed envelope which requires no postage.

For The Quartermaster General,

_ "ijﬁd?“f' Very v?ulyfy" rs,
2 ,(*‘* N/ o ) A /‘ /
Vi M S NP WIVLT NP,
?ﬁ‘fi'géﬁ X &é?aﬁakv s
o {5 :
. @ ] Ay//. HUGHES,,
\* R _ Captaih, Q. M. Corps,
Encl. - LA Assistarn®,

Env.

o



WAR DEPARTMENT
f . OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
r WASHINGTON

in REpLY rerer To QM 295 A-C ¥ay 9, 190 .
Decker, Calvin W. &4 Sk

¥rs. Calvin W. Decker,
5402 Lansdowne ‘ve.,
Philadelphia 6 Pa.

Dear Madam:

The following instructions prepared by the Secretary of State
contain the necessary instructions to be followed by you in obtaining
the passport or travel document to be utilized in connection with your
pilgrimage to the cemeteries in Europe. Please read the directions
carefully and call in person upon the nearest Passport Agent or clerk
of a Federal or State court having jurisdiction toc naturalize aliens.
Pagsport Agencies are located in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New York
City, San Francisco and Seattle. In large cities there are usually two
or more courts and at each county-seat a state court authorized to ac-
cept these passport applications, :

When you make this call be sure to take with you the four
photographs called for in the instructions together with your invitation
as a means of identification. You should take with you to the passport
office at this time a friend who ie an American citizen and who has
known you for several years. The passport Agent or clerk of the court
will mail your application to the Secretary of State in Washington, D. E.4
who will issue the passports and travel documents and will deliver them
to The Quartermaster General to be held by him until your arrival in
New York.

The instructions prepared by the Secretary of State are as
follows:

"A mother or widow who owes allegiance to the United States
must apply to the Department of State for a Special Pilgrimage
Passport through a Passport Agent or through a clerk of a Federal
court or State court having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens and
on the form prescribed by that Department. When making applica-
tion, she should be accompained by a credible witness who is an
American citizen and who has known her for a period of two years
or more. With her application she should submit four photographs
on a light background and on thin paper not more than 3x3 inches
in size not less than 2kx2% inches in size and such documentary




evidence of her American citizenship ag ehe may have in her pos-
geasion. In the absence of evidence of citizenship, her applica-
tion should be witnessed by a credible person residing in the
gsame community who is an American citizen, has known her for a
long period of time and is able to swear to the best of his or
her knowledge and belief that she is a citizen of the United
States.

"A mother or widow who does not owe allegiance te the United
States must apply to the Department of Stats for a Pilgrimage-
Travel Document through a clerk of a Federal court or a State court
having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens or through a Passport
Agent upon the form of application prescribed for that purpose,
entitled APPLICATION FOR A PILGRIMAGE TRAVEL DOCUMENT, issued
under the Act of March 2, 1929, submitting therewith four photo-
graphs on a light background and on thin paper not more than
%3 x 3 inches in size and not less than 2% x 2% inches in size,
When making application she should be accompained by a credible
witness who has known her for a period of two years or more.

"The Act of March 2, 1929, provides that no fee shall be
charged for the execution of an application for a passport or
travel document or for the issue of a passport or travel docu-
ment to a mother or widow making a pilgrimage to the cemeteries
of Europe in which deceased soldiers, sailors, and marines of
the American forces are now interred.

"Special Pilgrimage Passports and Pilgrimage Travel Docu-
ments when issued by the Department of State will be forwarded
to the War Department.

"Applicants resident in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New
York City, San Francisco and Seattle should execute applica-
tions at the Passport Agencies in those cities.”

For The Quartermaster General,

¥ |

Very truly yours,

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.
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I acced |= the invitation extended

(Accept og decline)

me to make a pilgrimage to Europe at the expense of the

Government of the United States under the provisions of

the Act of Congress approved March 2, 1929.

Mrsa. Calvin Wae Decker,
(Name)

5402 Lansdowne Ave., Philadelphia, Philadelphia Co.,Pa.

(Town or City) (State)

U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 102¢
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WAR DEPARTMENT &
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL A
WASHINGTON _:f‘.ﬁ.‘»"
~ o
in rEpLY rerzr To QM 293 A-C Octover 7, 1929.
e & B8, 4
Decker, Calvin W. 34 -SNM Ly 8 ) Fo
T A O\ Y
" ":-M ':\ L ';—\i 5\)
Mrs., Calvin W. Decker, :(ﬁﬁf \3J i
5402 Lansdowne Ave., 3% Q}*&; Fa
Phila, Penna. ' %bb .
r
Dear Madam: 47

The Act of Congress which provides for pilfrimages to cemeteries in
Europe by mothers and widowe of members of the miliigry or naval forcee of the
United States who disd in the military or naval eeyvlce at any time between
April 5, 1917 and July 1, 1921, and whose rema1n§ are now interred in such ceme-—
teries, all necessary expenses of which pllgrlgages are to be paid by the United
States Government, requires that the Secretary of War make an investigation and
submit the results of such investigation ini#a report to Congress not later than
December 15, 1922. The purpose of the 1n$5ét1gatlon is to determine the total
number of mothers and widows entitled tgﬁhake the pilgrimages, the number of
such mothers and widows who desire to m#ke the pilgrimages, the number who desire
to make the pilgrimages during the c?aendar year 1930 and the probable cost of
the pllgrlmages to be made. AT

In order that the repbrt referred to may be made and plans completed
for conducting the pllgrlmagesgfit is requested that you answer the following
questions by filling out the. Eianks left therefor and return the letter to this
office by return mail in thgfencl09ed envelope which requires no postage.

o
e
1)’1-

1, Do you desire to makgg&his pilgrimage if eligible? (Yes) et
V.
2. Do you desire to make the pilgrimage
in the calendar iﬁhr 19309 (Yos) (No)-

3. Have you at anﬁ tlme made a previous visit
to the grave 6f the deceased membsr of the mili-

tary or navﬁi forces in whom you are interested? o (No) b
LB
Vi Age ] Health
4, Please give your age and state of health, (Years) (Good) {Paarp
4
V.
£ ﬁt.'"'”:\\ English — (Yes) Mo
5. What language do you speak? / \¢C g LN Other language
& PPN (Specify language spoken)
f?‘ rwJ V" =
4&“ For The Quartermasq '?’Gesxqa."a.l,”.r Ve j
o ‘
. ,ﬁ; véry tfﬁiy youra,
* [ R ?
Encl, JOHN T. HARRIS,
Act ajor, Q. M, Corps,

BEnvelope Asgistant,



MRs. C. W. DECKER
5402 LANSDOWNE AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA.

293 A-=C :
Decker, Calvin W, Jr. November 6th, 1929.
34
— - J‘4I
/ 15}’{" =

‘A, D, Hughes,
Captailn q. M. Corps,
Assistant.

For the juartermaster General.
Dear Sir:-

In reply to your letter of October 19th,
1929, beg to advlise as follows:

(1) I was married at Philadeldelphia, Fa.
December 14th, 1898, to Calvin V. Decker,
father of Corporal Decker.

(2) Yes-I was married to Mr. Decker at the time
his son entered the military service.

(%) Yes-I was married to Mr. Decker at the time
of his son's death.

(4) We have never been separated.

I desire to add that untlil now there has been
a doubt in my mind as to my ellglbllity on account
of being the step-mother of corporal Decker. i
feel very grateful that our Government has made 1%
possible to make these pllgrimages.

Yours very truly,
A w&ébmo,{bajbviu) 7A£./KDQJLI£;V//
J

P =y Mrs. Calvin W, Decker. :

&

SR A

N
A\
e



QM 292 A-C
Decker, Calvin W. Jr.
24

Qctober 12, 1929.

Mre, Calﬂn . Decker,
5402 Lansdowne Avenue,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvaniz.

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an
Act of Congress approved March 2, 1929, enabling the mothers -
and widows of the members of the military and maval forces of
the United States now interred in the cemeteries of Europe t
make a pilgrimege to these cemeteries.

The records of this office indicate that you were the
step-mother of the late Corporal Calvin V. Decker, Jr., and in
order to determine your eligibility under the Act to make the °
pilgrimage to his grave it will be appreclated if you will fur-
nish the following information:

(1) Date of your marriage to the
father of Corporal Deckes.

(2) were you married to ¥Wr. Decker
at the time his son entered
the military service?

(3) Were you married to Mr. Decker
at the time of his son's death?

(4) 717 not, give date Gf;r- separa-
tion from hiw, or of his death,

For the Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,

. 1. 5. mws,
: e ptal Q- i, 't










WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTOR

in rEpLy reErEr To QM 293 A-C
Decker, Celvin W, May 28, 1929.

¥re, Toma Goddell Yost,
Apt, 308, Eligabeth Manor,
Upper Derby, Pa.

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteriss of Europe to make a pilgrimage to
these cemeteries”.

he records of this office show that you are the widow of the
late Corporsl Calvin W, Decker, (o, E, 413th Telegraph Bn., whose r

are now interred in the Swresnes American Cemetery, Suresnes, Seine, France,

Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a mother who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pilgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and
pddress in order that action may be taken to extend an invitation to her to
make the pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil-
grimage.

Your attention is particularly invited to Section 4 of the en-
closed Act, which defines the terms "mother" and "widow". If the relation- g
ghip is that of e stepmother, mother through adoption or a woman who stood ‘
in loco parentis to the decedent, a statement as to her relationshlip is re-
quested. In case you have remarried it is also requested that a gtatement to
that effect be made.

For your reply, you may use the enclosed envelope which requirees

no postage. ‘
For The Quartermaster General, !
Very truly yours,
JOHN T. HARRIS, %
2 inels. Major, @. M. Corps, B
Act of Congress. Assistant.

Envelope.



(Remarried W,)

| Mrs., Emma Goddell Yost,
Apt.308, Elizabeth Manor,
Upper Darby, Pa.

{ WAR DEPARTMENT _
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENER
WASHINGTOM

May 6, 1929, No M. shown.
C 65 498
IN REPLY REFER To___ Q1L 293 A-C

Decker, Calvin W.

Mrs. Emme G. Decker,
531% S. Hatfield St.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widowe of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteries of Eurcpe to make a pilgrimage to
these cemeteries”.

The records of this office show that you are the widow of the
late Corporal Calvin W. Decker, Company E, 413th Telegraph Battalion, whose
remains are now interred in the Suresnes American Cemetery, Suresnes, Seine,
Prance,

Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by & mother who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pilgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and
address in order that action may be taken to extend an invitation toc her to
make the pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil-
grimage.

Your attention is particularly invited to Section 4 of the en-
closed Act, which defines the terms "mother" and "widow". If the raelation-
ghip is that of a stepmother, mother through adoption or a woman who 8tcod
in loco parenties to the decedent, a statement as to her relationship 18 re-
quested. In case you have remarried it 1s alsc requested that a gstatement to
that effect be made.

For your reply, you may use the enclosed enveiope which requires

no postage.
FTor The Quartermaster General,
‘Very truly yours,
JOHN ¥. HARRIS,
2 incls. Major, Q. M. Corps,
Act of Congress. Assistant.

Fnvelope.
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MRs. C. W. DECKER

5402 LANSDOWNE AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Juidiy L7t h S 950

Re: QM 293 A-N
;2015 Decker, Calvin W. 34 SM
Lol

R. E. Shannon,
Captain, §. M. Corps,

Assistant.
Degr Sir:-

I want to aecknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 15th inst. regarding railroad and
pullman tickets and will follow instructions
accordingly.

Thank you.

Yours very truly,

Mrs. Calvin W. Decker

o
AN

Sl



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

i nerLy rerer To QM 293 FEE AN July 17, 1930,
Decker, Calvin W, - 34

Mrs. Calvin W. Decker,
- 5402 Lansiowne Avenue,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

Dear Madam:

With reference to previous correspondence
on this subject, you are informed that your passport
has been received and will be delivered to you aboard

ship.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

R. E. SHANNON,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Agsistant.

O



XXX Aw
Decker, Calvin W, B4 SN July 15, 1930

Mrg. Calvin W, Deolcer
5402 lansdowmme Ave.
Philadelphia, Pu.

Dear Madam:

Arrangements have been completed for your transportation
to New York City on your pilgrimage to the American Cemeteries in
Europe. One week before your departure the railroad ticket agent,
of the first road shown below, will deliver your railroad and
pullman ticket to you. Your route to New York will be as follows:

Lvs Philadelphia Ponnas No» 210 11400 AM August 18

w Ste)
Ars New Tork L bl " 1,00 P4 18

All railroad employees have been instruected by their
ngiciala to see that you are shown every courtesy and given assist-
a@ge, palticularly at points where it is necessary to change cars.

, Should you not receive your ticket six days before the
date shdﬁh for your departure please take up at once with the ticket
agent and if he does not have your ticket, telegraph this office,
collect, ‘to that effect.

For The Quartermaster General,

T
=~

Very truly yours,

R. E. SHANNON,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Agsgistant.



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER -ro_Qu 29_5 qu A=

TR

. Dacker, Calvin We ~ 34 July 125 1530,

Yrs, Calvin ¥, Decker,
5402 Lansdowne Ave.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Madam:

This office has not yet received your passport for
use in connection with your pilgrimage to the American Ceme-
teries in Europe.

1t is imperative that EVERY mother or widow making
this pilgrimage, whether an American citizen or not, have a
passport issued and in the hands of this office before.she
begins her trip. Also advige if name an,.pmport application was
in any way au?-m from that shown 2bove.

Please comply as early as possible with the instruc-
tions shown in form lstier attached, or if you have heretofore
taken this action advise this office toc that effect.

Should the elerk of the court not have been furnished
with "Special Pilgrimage Paseport" applications, please request
him to take the matter up at once with the Passport Bureau,

Room 170, State. War and HJavy Building  Washington, D, C. 6 and
he will be furnished with these forms.

Lig] :
tne e 5. HIARRESR 032028 MRBSRRRMARTPIR, ° PP O

i0

For The Quartermaster General,

:;.;?.I
| Very truly yours,

E
|
@{’ R. E. SHANNON,

1 Ehcl. Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Form Let . ‘ Asgistant.




WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
SWWASHINGTON

i mepLy reFer To QM 293 A—C June 13, 1930

Desksr, Calvin ¥, 34-0H

‘s, Calvin W. Deaker,
5402 lansdowne AVSaey
Philadelphia, Ya.

Dear Madam: )

Somewhat heavier clothing is required to be worn in
Europe than is necessary in the United States, in order to be
comfortable. During the summer in Europe it ie cool during the
day and the nights are frequently chilly. Considerable rain is
ustally encountered during this time .

In order that you may be comfortable at all times, re-
gardless of the condition of the weather, and may avoid missing
any of the gights or any part of the itinerary which has been
planned for you, the following suggestions are made.

The clothing which you will take with you should be
glightly heavier and warmer than you would normally wear in the
United States during the summer and should be strong and durabls,
It is essential that you take with you the necessary squipment
to afford protection from the cold and dampness. Be sure to take
at least two pairs of comfortable shoes to provide a change in
the event your feet become wet, a pair of rubbers, an umbrella,
and a sweater or some warm wrap to be used should the weather be-
come uncomfortably cool. It is very desirable that, in addition
to the sweater, you have with you a full length coat of medium
weight for general wear.

The shortages of suitable facilities for laundry and
the frequency of the moves you will make while in Europe will make
it impracticable to secure as frequent service of this nature as
may be desired. You should therefore provide yourself with guffi-
cient Underwear, nightgowns, stockings and handkerchiefs {0 meet your
requirements should it be imposeible to have your washing done more
frequently than once in two weeks.



If you will read carefully the suggestions made above,
and comply with them, it will add greatly to your comfort through-
out the trip and will assist the Government in carrying out success-
fully its plans for conducting the pilgrimage. This letter is being
sent to every mother and widow who has accepted the invitation gent
to her by the Government to visit the grave of her son or husband.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Asgistant.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

L

May 16, 1930,
IN REPLY REFER TO QM_ags _-_P'LTCE

Dgcker, Calvin W. 34 sM
Washington 8«19

Hrs. Calvin W. Decker,
5402 Lanedowne Avenue,
Philsadelphia, Pan.

Dear Madam:

The records of this office show that you have not
furnished the name of your Emergency Addressee as requested
in letter of instructions from this office.

It is requested that in the blank space below you
write the name and address of the person in the United States
whom you desire to be notified in case you become seriously
ill or other emergency arises while you are making the pilgrimage
to Europe authorized by the Act of Congress approved March 2,1929.

Name

Address

Please fill in the above and mail it TODAY in the self-
addressed envelope which requires no postage.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A, D, HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,

Encl, Asgistant.

Env.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

N REPLY REFER TOl QMI2O5 A0
Decker, Calvin W. A=
Washing ton, 6-19 May 10-1930

Mre. Calvin W. Decker,
F402 lLansdowne AVe.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Madam:

Requests for stop-overs on return from the pilgrimage to the
American cemeteries in Europe are being received by this office, in some
cases, too late to take action.

Transportation arrangements for the round-trip are made a month
before departure and requests for stop-overs on return must be in this
office at that tims.

Stop-overs can not be allowed on the trip to New York or in
Europe, but may be allowed at any point on return from New York provided
there is no additional cost or, if there is, that it is paid in advance
by the pilgrim.

If you desire stop-overs at any point on return, please advise
this office AT ONCE as to the cities where you desire to stop and we will
be glad to arrange accordingly, or advise you if there is any additional
cost to be paid by you. Send your request direct to this office and do
NOT include it with your passport application.

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
R. E. SHANNON,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

in rREPLY REFER To @M 293 A-C y Kay 9. 19 .
Decker, Calvin W. 34 SM

¥rs. Calvin W. Decker,
5402 Lansdowns ‘ve.,
Philadelphia 6 Pa.

Dear Madam:

The following instructions prepared by the Secretary of State
contain the necessary instructions to be followed by you in obtaining
the passport or travel document to be utilized in connection with your
pilgrimage to the cemeteries in Europe. Please read the directions
carefully and call in person upon the nearest Pagsport Agent or clerk
of a Federal or State court having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens.
Paseport Agencies are located in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New York
City, San Francisco and Seattle. In large cities there are usually two
or more courts and at each county-seat a state court authorized to agc-~

cept these passport applications.

When you make thies call be sure to take with you the four
photographs called for in the instructions together with your invitation
as a means of identification. You should take with you to the passport
office at this time a friend who is an American citizen and who has
known you for several years. The passport Agent or clerk of the court
will mail your application to the Secretary of State in Washington, D. C.,
who will issue the passports and travel documents and will deliver them
to The Quartermaster General to be held by him until your arrival in

Hew York.

The instructions prepared by the Secretary of State are as
follows:

"A mother or widow who owes allegiance to the United States
must apply to the Department of State for a Bpecial Pilgrimage
Pagsport through a Passport Agent or through a clerk of a Federal
court or State court having jurisdietion to naturalize aliens and
on the form prescribed by that Department. When making applica-
tion, she should be accompained by a credible witness who 1s an i
American citizen and who has known her for a period of two years i
or more, With her application she should submit four photographs !
on a light background and on thin paper not more than 3x3 inches f
in gize not less than 2%x2% inches in size and such documentary




evidence of her American citizenship as she may have in her pos-
session. In the absence of evidence of citizenship, her applica-
tion should be witnessed by a credible person residing in the
game community who is an American citizen, has known her for a
long period of time and is able to swear to the best of his or
her knowledge and belief that she is a citizen of the United
States.

"A mother or widow who does not owe allegiance to the United
States must apply to the Department of State for a Pilgrimage :
Travel Document through a clerk of a Federal court or a State court
having jurisdiction to naturalize aliens or through a Passport
Agent upon the form of application prescribed for that purpose,
entitled APPLICATION FOR A PILGRIMAGE TRAVEL DOCUMENT, issued
under the Act of March 2, 1929, submitting therewith four photo-
graphs on a light background and on thin paper not more than
3 x 3 inches in size and not less than 2% x 2% inches in size.
When making application ghe should be accompained by a credible
witness who has known her for a period of two years or more.

"The Act of March 2, 1929, provides that no fee shall be
charged for the execution of an application for a passport or
travel document or for the issue of a passport or travel docu-
ment to a mother or widow making a pilgrimage to the cemetleries
of Europe in which deceased soldiers, sailors, and marinee of
the American forces are now interred.

"Special Pilgrimage Passports and Pilgrimage Travel Docu-
ments when issued by the Department of State will be forwarded
to the War Department.

"Applicants resident in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, New
York City, San Francisco and Seattle should execute applica-
tions at the Passport Agencies in those cities."

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

A, D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.
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WAR DEPARTMENT ‘
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERA}
WASHINGTON

‘Inrepn;yrefottongsA-c

':;E\'
Degler, Calvin W.  O4-SH April 30, 1930
.
- ; Erss (""-71.1 ¥ D'PCQI', ‘
% Jé"% Lipondowne AVGeg . =
% el PR, Poe

L i4:'This letter, which contains general information regarding the-
pilgrimage to the semeteries 6f Europe, is being sent to eaeh mother and
widow who has expressed a desire to make the pilgrimaie during the

. calendar year 1930, The general plan for the conduct of the pilgrlmaga
is phown in the Pilgrimage Regulations, & ocopy of which is enclosed here-
. with, In addition to the information shown in the regulations, the
-~ following explains in detail some of the most important 'things connected

with the pilgrimage,

Formal invitetions are being exten’c‘[e& to aach 1}1001191' and widow

who has expressed a desire to make thelpilgz‘image during. 1930, In so

far as practicable, thgse invitations are-being extended with a view to
keeping the women from each state together and' the order in which the
inyitations to the. woinen from the several a‘tates are issued is baged\ on a
drgwing by lot which’ was held about:one “ionth ago, Inclosed with each
invitation is a ‘cerd for asknowledgment ‘and it is quite importent thab
you qqcept or decline ‘this 1nvitation promptly in order that the neees-
sary J&:J.lro&d, steamship and hotel reserva+icns may be arranged, The
gove nment 'will defray all Jthe ngoessary: exp‘anseq of the pilgrimage,-
1nc1uding railrodd” fars, “ho,}:gl aa,,wmnodmibn‘d _steamship fare end ell
' othar, inc:[ﬁa_ntal es:p‘eﬂéenu :It will no%"previ&é anything other than the
necessary expenses so that,you should brifig with you such funds as you
may desiré to uge for making mll :pm'chases and for other: uges distinct=
Ay of a pecrsonal nattn‘e,,’

bougds K
Arrangementl have .bpen mddewith the Ameriqan Railroad
Association whioh assurcs us the united support agd cooperation of all o!
; the railromds in the United States-dn handling the movement %o and from
New York City, The looal tioket agent will secure your railroad amng.

sleeper 'biclcet and will make ‘the necessery pullman reservations, Hefere

‘ your daparture frem yeur heme we will mail you a ehcek, sufficient to
‘ pay-for yo\ir mealg and other travelling expensges while enroute to New
v Yorks . Yeur railroad ticket will provide for a round trip from your home
‘to New.York and upon arrival in New York the army officer in charge .
the New York offiee will eollect the return trip a’cu‘p and hold it u.n
your return to New York rrcm Europe, L8y ¥ d
L und
‘Upon arrival in New Yoz'k. you will e me By an army offiecy’
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and cscorted to a first olass hotel where rTessyvavions have keen made,

The daration of your stay in Now York will be from 24 to 48 hou?s; At

the preper time, you will be cscortcd to the steanship upon whith passage -
has bheen engaged for Europe. All of the women miking this trip will s .

provided with ecatin slass accomodations aboa;d steamers which means that ..
from two to four will be guartered in the sume stateroom. . If you have
any friend that you would like to be guartered with we will enésayor to
arrange it if you will communieate with this office,

The ocecan voyage will last abeit 8 days and when the ship doeks
at Cherrourg, Frence, each party will be met by officers especially
dotailed for the purpose and taken in a special train to Paris where
first eclass hotel accommodstions have teen rescrved, The first day in
Paris will ke a day of rest, On the 24 day, the vomen.of each party
will place a wreath on the tomb of the French unknown soldier, In tho
afternoon there will be a rcception in whiczh the Fronegh war mothers,
govermment officials, and promincnt eivilicas will participate, The

Rk - ~“following morning the groups going to the differcnt cemeteries will leave

“Paris, travelling in motor busscs, and proeccci to the cemeterics where
they will remain for about 7 days. Twenty-five women will be assigned
to each bus and an army offieccr will have charwzc of the buss The
itineraries to and frém the cemcteries and the faily itincraries while at
the cemeteries have keen varied so as to take ir points of historieal
interest as well as some parts of the battlefields where Ameriecan troops
were engageflys Upon return to Paris, each party #ill remain for about
5 days and during this time an opportunity will be given to sce the points
of historical intcrest in Paris and vicinity. The cntire duration of
your stay in Furope will be 14 days, cnd the itinecraries have.'been 8o
arranged that cach day will te proviied for. Fxcept in nase of illness
or other unavoidable cause it will not be possitle for any weman making
the pilgrimage to remain in Furope for a longer period than 14 days nor
to leave the party with which she is travelling unless she is propared to
pay alll of her expenscs after lecaving the purty sinec the Aet of Congress
authorizing the pilgrimaiec specifically states that the government shall
not pay the expénses of any woman who willfully leavcs her party.

. Upon return to the United States each ship will be met in New

York City ¥y army officers who will escort_the mothors and widows to the
trains:which will take them home, Hefore leaving New York each women
will be previded with her return railroad ticket, a-sloeping ear tfeket

- ané funds to cover the eost of meals end other trgvclling EXPEN86a,

T - e .

o ; officers are being useeé as zuides and escorts throaghout
this entire movement and ecare has been taken to select officers who will
‘8ee that proper eare is taken of the women who are entrusted o their .
Jeharge, A&rangempnts have been made for taking care of women Wwho may
Mo taken sielk @urihg the pilegrimage and alse to care for the.remains of

who may die amd proe¥isior has been made for returning t¥¢ remains of
any whe may @ie to their homes, It is cssential that each woman making
the pilgrimage furmish The Quartcrmaster Gencral with an emorgency address
of gome relative or friend to be notified in.the event of an emergeney.

Medieal- care will be provided by eivilion sgenciose. If such care is
needed in New York City it will be furnishod ¥y the hotal physicians or

.,:50/99@/ ¢ ¥



by local hospital#4., Aboard ship, medical E:are will be provided by the
ship?s doctors and in Pérls .arrangements have been made with the American
Hosp:.tal for the hosp:taliza‘tlon and treatment of any women who may need
ite In adultlon to this, six doctors of the regulsr ermy will be on duty
throughout the pilgrimage.

Baggage will be limited to not to exseed twou pieoes of hand baggage
and the articles taken should be such as will bé requlred for a trip of
about one month. Laundry service( gan. be obtamed in New York ‘and Paris.
Since the cl:.mate of Europe.is much: colder than that of the United States,
each woman should provide herself with sufficient warm clothmg to stand
the motor )us tr:l.p and the visit to the cemeterles. '

: Slnee i‘b is necessary i‘or this office,to" mz—alcep 3.11 reservatlops for

your acconnnodat:.,ons throughout thii pllgrimage N itrwill be greatly appre=

ciated if you will make promp’s rep yz 'l:o any co‘mmun:.cationa received from
this offioe. g , } e

L

Y

I’or The Cp.;ar'térmaster General . g

:‘,;‘ P R v "very truly’ ﬁrours, ?
& ' e i . : s :
Y o 5 ot , S e
. W PP HENER ¢ A. D, HUGHES,
L e L T captain, Q. M. Corps,
! s oAb Assistent. '
1 Enclésure. ' P ik
Regulation, PTGl et

30/904/ i



q&! 293 AC
\ Deckar, Calvin ¥, Jr. :
Ootober 19, 1928.

m. Mﬂl “. Dﬂﬂlﬂt,
5402 Lansdowne Avenue,
Thiladelphia, Pennsylvenia.

Dear Mefdam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an
4et of Congress epproved March 2, 1929, enabling the mothers
and widows of the members of the wilitary aud naval forcas of
the United States now interred in the cemeteries of Eurepe %o
male o pilgrimege to these cemcteries,

The records of this office indicate that you were the

step-mothor of the late Corporal Calvim V. Decker, Jr., and in

order to determime your eligibility under the Act to make the
pilgrimage to hie grave 4t will Yo aporeciated if you will fur-
nish the following information:

(1) Date of your marriage %o the
father of Corporal Tecker.

{2) vere you married to Mr., Decker
at the time hin son entered
the wilitary servicet

(2) vwere you married to Mr. Decksr
2t the time of his son's death?

‘-:_g ‘\m {4) 1f not, give date of 2ePAY A~
' tion from him, orof is death.
e SRS

g yﬁ) Yo General,
R Very troly yowre,

R g S %&%




WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

iN rEPLY Rerer To QM 293 A—C ‘ October 7 , 1929,

Decker, Calvin W. 34 -0M

MBrs. Calvin V. Decker,
5402 Lansdowne Ave.,
Phila, Fenna.

Dear Madam:

The Act of Congress which provides for pilgrimages to cemeteries in
Europe by mothers and widows of members of the military or naval forces of the
United States who died in the military or naval gervice at any time between
April 6§, 1917 and July 1, 1921, and whose remains are now interred in such ceme-
teries, all necessary expenses of which pilgrimages are to be paid by the United
States Government, requires that the Secretary of War make an investigation and
submit the results of such investigation in a report to Congress not later than
December 15, 1929, The purpose of the investigation is to determine the total
number of mothers and widows entitled to make the pilgrimages, the number of
such mothers and widows who desire to make the pilgrimages, the number who desire
to make the pilgrimages during the calendar year 1930 and the probable cost of
the pilgrimages to be made.

In order that the report referred to may be made and plans completed
for conducting the pilgrimages, it is requested that you answer the following
questions by filling out the blanks left therefor and return the letter to this
office by return mail in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage.

1. Do you desire to make this pilgrimage if eligible? (Yes) (No)

2. Do you desire to make the pilgrimage
in the calendar year 1930° (Yes) (No )

4, Have you at any time made a previous visit
to the grave of the deceased member of the mili-
tary or naval forces in whom you are interested? (Yes) freid (No)

Age Health
4, Please give your age and state of health, (Years) (Good) (Poor)

; English — (Yes) (No)
5, What language do you speak? Other language
(Specify language apoken)_

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

Encl, JOHN T. HARRIS,
Act Major, Q. M, Corps,
Envelope Assiptant,



ik o ]

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFE QM 293 A-C

Doclkey, Celvin W, May g, 1929.

Nrp, Bz Goddold Yost,
Apty 303, 7iimubeth Menor,
Upper Darby, Pa,

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteries of Europe to make a pilgrimage to E
these cemeteries"”. ‘

The records of this office show that you are the widow of the
late Corporal Calvin W, Decker, Cos B, 415th Telegraph PEr., whose remains
are now interred in the Suresnes Amerioan Cemetery, Suresnec, Seine, France.

Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a mother who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pllgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and
address in order that action may be taken to extend an invitation to her to
make the pilgrimege. Both mothers and widowe are entitled to make the pil-
grimage.

Your attention is particularly invited to Section 4 of the en-
closed .Act, which defines the terms "mother" and "widow". If the relation-
ship is ‘that of a stepmother, mother through adoption or a woman who stood
in loco\pareﬁ 8 to the decedent, a statement as to her relaticnship is re-
quested. In case you have remarried it is also requested that a statement to
that effgct be made.

15 '?ﬂ For?gpur reply, you may use the enclosed envelope which requires
no ‘Postage - 3 |

i

Tor The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

JOHN T. HARRIS, } ,
2 ecls. Major, @. M. Corps, k) “’//
Act of Congress. Agsistant.
Envelope.



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

it WASHINGTOM

May 6, 1929,

IN R:EFLY REFE.R TO% A-C
Decker, Calvin W.
"t.

1 \
I

Jirs, Euna @, Decker,
f 5313 'S, Hatfield St.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear ll#Anl N

_ ?our attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act "To enable the mothers
ang'widows of the deceesed soldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteries of Europe to make a pilgrimage to

~ these cemeteries”.

L\ The records of this office show that you are the wildoWgp ghe

late Corporal Calvin W, Decker, Company E, 418th Telegraph Battalion, whose
remains \are now interred in the Suresnes American Cemetery, Suresnes, Seine,
PWP :"‘

) ) Will you please advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a mother who is entitled under the provisions of the above quoted Act, to
make the pilgrimege, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and
address in order that action may be taken t0 extend an invitation to her to
make ﬁhe pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled to make the pil-
grimage.

vip

3 ‘? Your attention is particularly invited to Section 4 of the en-
closed Agt, ioh defines the terms "mother" and "widow". If the relation-
ghiip is gpatwﬁgga atepmother, mother through adoption or a woman who stood
1nlloco*§arenﬂig_to the decedent, a statement as to her relationship is re-
quested. _In cagg you have remarried it 1e also requested that a statement to
that effett be n@de.

23 g A

-

P “Por your reply, you may use the enclosed snvelope which requires
no postage. '

¥or The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

i s JOHN T, HARRIS,
2fhels. ' Major, Q. M. Corps,
Act of Congreses. Assistent,

5. Emygiope. 4




GRAVE LOCATION BL*ANK

L(NA'IION OF THE GRAVE OF

(eﬂ_merlca.n section)
‘LACE OF BURIAL..Ste Blol Cemstery, . . .

(Give Cemetery, Town and Department.) Map reference must
pecify clearly what map is used.

La Rochelle, C.I., France.

.............................................................

JOW MARKED : Name Pegf?...7%....... Crossd...... ...

Headboard?............ Bottle?............
DENTIFICATION TAGS :

Was one buried with body? ...................................
Was one fastened to name peg or 1
gtake used as a grave marker?...... FOBL: balliathy s

If name unknown and tags missing, description and marks
should be given here : -

‘-d
...................................... ﬁ.:‘..%‘\. o S B

.............................................................

REPORTED BY : & oav € @/ M
""""" (Signature and Rank of iéél;éét}ixi;' 'déi'eé'r'/ i ;

Thig portion to be sent to Chief of Graves Registration Service. |

i



WAR DEPARTMENI
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF THE ARMY

WASHINGTON

Septenmber 18, 1932.
FILE: 293.8 C-R ¢24183

SUBJECT: Permanent Grave Location of Calvin W. Decker, Cpl.,
Company #, 413th Tel. Bn.

TO: Mrs. Esma G. Decker, 5313 8, Hatfield St., Philadelphia, Pa.

1. The permanent grave of this soldier is No. 11, Row 3,

Block C, Suresnes American Cemetery, Suresnes, Department of Seine,

France.

2. This is one of the permanent American military cemeteries
‘to be maintained by this Government in Europe. Each grave will be
marked by a headstone of white marble, of suitable design, with namg,
rank, organization and date of soldier's death., The headstones will
be placed at all graves in connection with the improvement work now in
progress, as soon as possible and without waiting for special action

Oor request on the part of relatives.

3. In effecting removal, the utmost care and reverence were
exacted and more then willingly accorded by those performing this
sacred duvy. The grave of the deceased will be perpetually main-

tained by this Government in a manner befitting the last resting
place ef our hereces,

For the Quartermaster General:

GEORGE H. PENROSE,
Agsgistant.
A

L0
”
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G.R.S. Form #114 B
DATER = | AL e WIS
1. Nawg_ DECKER,CalvinW - SERTAL INoy o O
raNg _ CPL o ORGANTZATION C© E 413th Tel Bn
GRAVE LOCATION _JHrench Cig-LsRochelle .~~~ 119-A -
CTY. NAME NUMBER
2y O, s e S T
GRAVE ROW PLOT
2. ORIGINAL BAREMEWAREA GRAVE LOCATION 70 12 AT R Lg Rochelle, (Charente Inf)s
GRAVE COMMUNE DEPT
GosEmms L R SUEROUE L
CONCENTRATED T0 , Ocle 35,1918, v R L DR 1 e Y
DATE GRAVE ROW PLOT
Ffonch Civ, Cemetery, Ia Rochelle, ey 119-Ba
CEMETERY CTY. NUMBER

Data concerning any identification found on remains when concentrated, such as
collar insignias, letters, broken bones, missing parts, etc.

SUBBEQUENTREBURTATS. L. 520 o (Rl e e, A ST it il o0 AL L
DATE GRAVE ROW PLOT CEMETERY

PLOT CEMETERY 3
At o
e Fe p {,5
/e Re Wichols, Major, CuflaCa z
3. s P A i
ROW BEOTC
BLOCK .
e T e ATRRTRS American Cemetery #34. Survesmes. Seime. ..
g ) b c‘DO\fY CEMETERY
p g\
VR 0&3 X
=)

pe




INSTRUCTIONS _ EQR PREPARATION OF FORM 114 B

1. Forms 114-B are to bé-prepared by Registration Branch in quadruplicate,
three copies to be forwarded to Area Supervisor who will accomplish paragraph 2 and
return all three copies to Headquarters, American Graves Registration Service.

2. Paragraphs 1 and 3 will be accomplished by Registration Branch, Head-
quarters, American Graves Registration Service, Q.M.C., in Europe.

3. Paragraph 2 will be accomplished by Area Supervisor from data on file
in his office.

4. If data is entered on Form 114-B from Form 1, Form I6, Form 1-A por Form
16-A, statement to this effect will be made on Form 114-B STATING WHICH G.R.S.
form data is taken from. If data concerning co—ordinates is approximate and NOT
accurate, statement to this effect will be made on these forms.



et o | | -

G.R.S. Form #120 iy
Shipping Inquiry. WAR DEPARTMENT . 119-3-31

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF JE ARMY

GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON j /J/é {

FROM: Chief, Graves Registration Service, Q.H.C,
TO: Emma G. Decker, 5313 S. Hatfield St., Phila. Pennae
WAYS 1820
SUBJECT:  Remains of.... CPle Clavin W. Decker
The records of this office show that you have requested that his
— (}
body be Not returned to United States = 7%§ UG R
3 . (Q.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ i

I1f these are not the correct instructions, please changs them. Make

changes on reverse side of this sheet.
The nearest living relative may choose between,(l) return of the body

to any addrsss in the United States; (2) interment in Arlington, Va., National
Cemstery; or (3) remain in France.

By authority of the Quartermaster General:
CHARLZS C. PIERCE,

Colonel, U.S. Army.

" NAME OF NO. & STREET To'vfﬁ STATE
e e i i e ™
. @WM? »{ﬁéw 53/?4/9 /{/
Soldier’s Children .
:

(Name oldest first) 2.

3.
N T
/ fWWW ZU ::
=
Mother %
-
i an s ¥l E fat
Brothers 1. g
(Name oldest first) R. o
............................................. . PN e | IO SR WO UIOIY JR °T 3f
Sisters k,
Sj)

i

et
o
The traers

-

Data77/.,/ép(,r’

77 Signatur;%3£@ﬂh Al [ &

VedoHs /.70/ & :

Address .9 B/ 3//\/ g’ 7 Q _Relationship. . ZUA/I//(—W B W e S ot
uld be carefully read

Note:- Instructions on @ reverse ;1 of this sheet should
before filling out this paper, (OVER)

entirely at gowennmentt e XpeLse..



-4

INSTRUCTIONS TOx FILLING OUT

1. "his paper MUST be signed by the person who is the NEXT of kin in the order
shown in the square on other side of this sheet.

2. This paper must be returned showing the names and address of each of the near-
est living relatives in the spaces provided therefor on the other side of this sheet.

3. If there are minor children of the deceased soldier and no widow, the legally
appointed guardian of the children should ascertain iheir wishes and act for them in
this matter.

4 If YOU are not the nearsst relative, please asck the nearest relative, if living
near you, to fill out this paper. ’

5 If YOU are not the nearest living relative and do not know who or where the
nearest relatives are, please fill out this paper AT ONCE and mail to this office.

6. You are requested to return this papsr AT ORCE in order to avoid delay in
the case of this body.

7. Use the enclosed e~ -lope - pay no postage..

i R ot



TAR-3 Ep

Decker Calyin W.  gEe 02015966 " DA
> (Surname. ) (Christian name in full.) (Army serial number.)
Cpl Co E 413th Tel. Bn.
(Rank and organization.) ’
State your relationship to the deceased w-"//#&
Do you degire the remains brought to the United States? _ (\_ygﬁ)) Y

If remains are brought to the United States, do you
wish them interred in a national cemetery? (Yes or no.)

If you desire the remains interred at the home of the deceased, give jull informa-
+2an below as to where they should be sent-

(\amo of person to receive remens.) (Express office.) (Telegraph oflice.)
(Number and street.) (City or town.) (State.)
Sign here) _M__.M..-- A e .9&. ...... Lol
315 4. 4ln
(-l{\;Zbe;;rT street of rural route. ) / (Clty, town, or post omcc ) (Stata.)

Read carefully the letter accompanying this card. 3—6713



G. R. S. Form. No. 16=A Place A | LB. RO Ohﬁlle,cem. 119"5.

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT AND REBURIAL ~ vate oot 19th, 1921

1. REMAINS OF..... DBGKER, Calvin We. ... —i.5 5. c...-> SERIAL NUMBER.:201966 . .. .cii-
- 5
RANK N TR el ORGANIZATION - : g;;E.é:l:i?nTelan-_

L
. .

o

Disinterred (date) : From (give completé' location) :
- Oct. o lgth-, 1921 . it e e S G’rb 52’ - nem. 119!'30 st 9 5 By T R e B e

By Growp . & Ty - L URIt 3 Rec.e ...

3. Reburied (date): : In (give complete location) :
vay. 11, 1922, o .- oo . Grave ll, Row 3, Block C.-Cty 94, Suresnas.
By : Group ' { H Bl R e oo . Nature of reburial

4. Report as to nature of original burial and condition of hody upon disinterment = :

Wooden box and hospital shroud..Badly.decomposed,.features not recognizable.

5. (a) Identification tags: Buried withbody 2. ... Ye8..... On grave marker? .. . ¥@g ...

(b) Othermeansof identification found upon disinterment, and general remarks :

_Body tag partly.corroded "Calwes'e mwmeew=ty 1801b16e

6. What does examination of body show as regards the following identilying items ?

(@) Height (actual measurerrient)_...........:,.A.Inﬂ.iscernahle,..,d,ue

(b) Weight (estimated) gms to decoﬁxposit—ion
(¢) Hair—Color ... Hona‘-j------
Characteristics

(d) Hair on face—Color _Wome.

: Diagram represents the mouth wide open
IHOCHITOR@SE T e e . e o e

Oirantity- == i o sl et o N

AL
(¢) Permanent marks on hody (old scars, peculfarities,

= A
= =,
AW " S
70 .
: ! i . /él//@ I’ A
: or missing parts) lNone m 3 ‘ g N
| OHAACT O

(/) Wounds or missing parts (received at time of easualiy). . .
.cADdtegernable due 1o degompositions .= .

.. .@80e Se Parker, chackera.. o

7. Disinterment /4‘74 ’
supervised by {7, ¥ e Approy
V7, 4
A _ayévey, Sup. Bn?/
8. Reburial ' Q_) % M
pe TR Y e Ly 3

€
Supervised by Yl\-p—- N ADPTOVEd ol Tt J..\/ )/.#:—:Z,
e ] w i e S 4

- ;.3 ;i.,‘.' 4
S CRitle) e ol R el o i




INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PROPER COMPLETION OF G.R.S. FORM NO. 16-A :

Enter information. as noted helow, on reverse side of sheet |in the corresponding numbered
space. This form is supplemental to and is to be [orwarded with G. R. S. Form l-a, reporting.
reburial” locations. To be used in answer to Question 26, Form 114, in case no means of identification
on hody. ?

1. Show soldier’s name. serial number, ranlk and organization,and by wolm disinterred and reburied.

9. Give date and accurate information as to loecation from which the body was disinterred
and the group and unit which made disinterment.

9. Give date and aceurate information as to location of reburial and the group and unit
which made reburial, and how reburial was made—in casket, wooden box, etc.

4. State to what degree decomposition has progressed, whethér recognition is possible, and how the
body was originally buried—in a casket, box, burlap, ete. This statement should be as complete as

possible.

5. (n) State whether identification tags were found buried with body and on grave marker
by reporting < Yes " or ** No ".

(b) State whether or not body appears to have heen a hospital case. Were any identifying
articles found in or on body or grave ? List any personal - effects, letters, money-order receipts,
and the like found on hody or in grave, Give any and all information which it is thought might
be of use in identifying the body, other than that tabulated under Item No 6.

6. Give all information as to body description aml dental chart as nearly correctly as the
condition of the body will allow. Items (e) and (/) under the hody description are very important
and shoudl be very complete. The dental chart is also very important and should be filled in
with great care. There arc 32teeth to he accountedfor. as shown by the numbers on the chart.
Beginning at the middle line in both upper and lower jaws, the teeth are arranged symmetrically
on either side and classed as incisors (cutting teeth), cuspids or canines (tearing teeth), bicuspids
(chewing teeth), and molars (prineipal chewing teeth). An examination should be made and
findings charted to cover the lollowing basic conditions: Lost teeth, crowned teeth, bridge
work, fillings, caries (cavities of decay), dentures (plates), and any deformity of jwas found.

MISSING “TEETH . . .  All tecth missing through previous 7] TOOTH MISSING

extraction (not those fractured or
displaced by recent wounds) should
be scratched out, thus :

L
CROWNED TEETH __ Blockin solid the erown of teoth (label GOLD CROWNAS: PORCELAIN CROWN
gold, poreelain, or gold and porcelain), OLD CROWN
thus @ <
7 % e
: SR : GOLD awo PORCELAIN BRIDGE
BRIDGE  WORK __ Black insolid the crown of tooth (label | = GOLD BRIDGE
eold bridge, gold and porcelain hridge) 3 i
thu : :
e e : ‘ SILVER FILLING OLD FILLING
FILLINGS ] . Drawi filling on tooth agcurately as GOLD FILLING GOLD FILLING
(X pdgsible (block in and label gold, GOLD FILLING
S : silver, cement), thus : b
g2 .';J“j.“  _—CAVITY

DECAYED

CARIES (CﬁWTfE‘S) e iC‘u!r\‘,hue location and size ol cavity,
= i - snade in thus:

.
\
i

... Draw diagram of relative size and shape of plate block in teeth attached and indicate
retaining clasps on natural teeth with the word ¢ clasp

DENTURES (PLATES)

7. Show name of person supervising the disinterment and the name and title of the person
. O -
approving same. ‘o F :

. "

8. Show F&"ﬁie oh%c@is pervlﬁr"nm ial amlgam name and title of the person approving
- st -t LT 7 Ve BN st de S BT
ame. st : [T s b
bS] e f\a & _;:‘,‘ ',F_'!" 'L‘-)I
Sl e - iSlE
k — ) -: 0 ."tf it a3 {i
SRS TR 3 '

e faut g ¢ S T R P
‘o, s =i ; ] Ay L N PR
. e . | A
P LT -t -



v
G.R.S. FORM #114-4. = STATIONg Rochelle, Cems 118=Bs
To be prepared in triplicate- ) DATE__Qcts 19th, 1921

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT, PREPARATION, SHIPMENT AND REBURIAL OF BODY

DISINTERJ;JENT - COMPARATIVE REPORT
Records of G.R.S. Headquarters. Discrepancy fo'und upon exhumat‘ior; of body
1. Name DECKER,CAlvin W 16 R e C TR e
2 Mo - SOBABE o o - Tl NGt oriri Rt e 1 oy e ook
L . A BT g i g o e e e
4 e tae AR dRL B e Ot s L S,
SR e LR (DDl S F,
6. C.D. ,DOD , : L I Do e o S et - SN
o Discrepancy found upon.disinterment . : G
¥e JGravesND.... ss ?’_2_ _______ e e A 1,5‘. Grave el ey e 5 oo Tt e 40
Bl BLOE, - . e BOW oo e o 16 BLOY, wwra 2o 5, o _Bo_w: ooy T e
9. e WA s AN 1785 v« amorbiedoebigon & ...
1. Gemotory TE@EOR Oiv T - ‘1o Commme or dom o BeRochelle
20 [Depheor Coumtys . Chamente T . o1, Gounbry . .. ool
B2, (8RS Holor e, (o Nons - IR
23. Disinterred. (Date) Oobe 19th,,192) .. By ", 2. merwvess oo
24. Inscription on grave marker: -
Name __Galvin We Deker . ... BT S e AR e
Banilcd o S0y - F T oo Onganizaitiony ;- €0« Be 4181 Telo. Bu,. .
25. Was identification disc found on grave ﬁlarlie}?w .On Dady R == n Y aN
N %@ i i Technical Assistant
PREPARATION >
26. What other means of identification were on body? (If no disc or other means of
identification on body, give description of body. in detail). « . % :
---Body.-tag partly. corraded. "Caleme . - ,:!.-------_fi-l_-ﬁgihh.u.-._---_-__ _______________________________________

27. Condition of body ___Badly decomposed, features not recognimable.

28. Nature of burial __________ Wooden box and hospitel shrowd. ...
29. Any discrepancy noted upon examination of body, as compared with G.R.5. records
ARG T e T T e S e R st

S

‘o ee®
30. Body prepared and placed in casket: Date (Qgke 19th, 1921 By A. J. Harvey

31. Gasket sealed by T JoHAYYEY T SN T | sso e s tletis

Signature of Embalmer, (Supervisor)‘_‘__&‘?_ﬁ__

e aaE AW



SHIPMENT . {Show actual ma.rlﬂ,hg, of ‘box,)\ Box No 02’“ RS S N
32.
350

4.

35.

Designation of body: 5:*- ;'-“J K:, / 9l . 4 * ; By
R S / W
Name _ ﬁuﬁé&i‘,ﬂalvm__ t‘\‘:—ﬂ:;,\,c’f _Serial No.S0R966 :
o >
S5
Rank Gk ... . «QreanizatiBn. . nn__& 4158h Tel B0 e A
- .r"
Consigned to: : e N ’ . =-
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