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MR .. AGRONSKY: Congressman Ford, did former Vic:e .... Pres:i.dent 

Nixon speak for the Republican Party yest:e.-:day when he called 

for bonlbing military targets in the port of Haiphong? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I do not think he spoke for ·che 

Republi.can Coordinating Commi'l::tee, t·1hich is the group of 

Republican leaders \:hat was put tosether about a year ago for the 

purpose of coordinating our policies on the domestic front and 

on i11ternationcil politics .. 

This is a view that an individual can have.. I think 

it would be said to be his, not the party as a whole, at the 

present time .. 

ANNOUNCER: Live, from CBS, Washing·con, F.ACE THE NATION, 

a spontaneous and unrehearsed news interview wU:h the 

Republican leader of the House, Representative Geral•1 Ford 

of Michigan.. Representative Ford will be questioned by CBS 

News Correspondent David Schoumacher; Robert Novak, Columnist 

for the New York Herald Tribune Syndicate., CBS News 

Correspondent Mar·tin Agronsky will lead the ques·tioning,. 

We shall resume c:he interviet'l with Congressman Ford in 

just a moment~ 

MR .. AGR.ONSKY: Congressman Ford, 5.f Mr,. Nixon··s call 

for the bombing of military targets in the port of Haiphong 

does not agree with the opinion of the Republican Coordinating 

Committee. does it reflect your personal opinion? 
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REPRESENTAT·IVE F~D: Well, Martin, at this particular 

time, wU.:h the President committing 220,000 to 235,000 military 

personnel to Vietnam, it seems to me that these delicate 

military decisions should be made by the elected Commander 

in Chief of the United States, Lyndon B,., Johnson, based on t:he 

recommendations of the Joint Chiefs of staff=~ the people 

who are experienced, who are r...nowledgeable,. I think these 

technical decisions of a mili'l:arynature :r.·est wi·ch the President 

of the United States e And I ·think we should s·t:and forthrightly 

for a policy of strength against Communist aggressionw But 

the execution, the implernenl:ation on a day ·to day basis ir. a 

military way is the responsibili·i:y of the Presiden·t of ·the 

United States. 

MR. NOVAK: Well, Congressman Ford, the Republican 

Congressional Committee News Letter, \'.ihich is due out 

tomorrow, gets rather deeply into the day to day execution of 
, 

Vietnam policy 1 and it suggests that 11 The American serviceman 

is figM:ing a war ·with one hand tied behind his back",. due 

to the policies of the Administration... IEin~t this the vie'W of 

·che House Republican leadership? 

:-~EPRESENTATIVE FCRD: I wouJ.d say tha·t this is not an 

illustration of where we are telling the President ·that he 

ought to do one particular thing or another militarily .. 

We are saying that the Administration is not using the 

full potential of our military forces, our .Army, Navy and 1-'lir Force., 
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I have heard that quota·tion actually in the White House 

itself, where discussions were held, where the indication was 

given that particularly during the pause of the bombing, that 

our military forces were in effect figM~ing a war, a very 

serious one, with one of their hands tied behind themo 

I repeat again that the technical military decisions, 

how we use our air paver, our sea power, these are decisions 

that must be made by the elected Commander in Chief, a man who 

was elected in November 1964 ., 

We as Republicans can call for a policy of strength, a 

posture of determination. But these day to day executions, 

implementations of policy, mwt be made by the President with 

the help and assistance of the Joint Chiefs of Staff* 

MR., SCHOUMACHER: Congressman Ford, nal: too many mon·t:hs 
' ago Republicans were saying that: Vietnam was going to be an 

issue o Then they apparently decided to hedge their bet a 

little bit and we heard it was going to be Vietnam and 

inf lat ion, and yes·i:erday Mr .. Nixon said it is going to be 

inflation, the only issueo 

Is there much difference in the Par·l:y on just how to 

talk about Vietnam? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Dave, I don@t think we ever said ...... 

at least the leadership never said, that Vietnam would b.,e ~t~major 
"o 

policy issue.. (; 

.As a matter of fact, Senator Dirksen and myself ha 0._~ 
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repeatedly urged all Republicans to not make Vietnam a political 

issue. The consequences are ·too grea·l: and the crisis is too 

serious for us , from the point of view of the national interest, 

to make this a p<?litical issue. 

MR,. SCHOUMl\CHER: But, Mr .. Ford, don, ·l: you have to make it 

a political issue? If you have to pick up vo·tes, you have an 

obligation to talk abou·t it .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Dave, I don°t think "18 should., I 

don =t think we have an obligation _toe 

'I mlgh'I: add as a postscip-t some of the President 0 s 

Democrats in the Senate are ·the ones who are making it a political 

issue~ senator Wayne Morse is. making it a very serious political 

issue, and others in the Senate in the President 0 s own Democratic 

Party, are the ones who are making all the charges, all the 

allegations~ 

X suspect wi·th these kind of charges made against the 

President by senator Morse and others, the American people, not 

the Republicans,, will make Vietnam a political issue in 1966 .. 

MIL AGRONSKY: Do you thinlc the Democrats should not be 

doing 'this ? 

REPRESENTATIVE FaID: No --- I think, Martin, that they 

have a right to speak I ·l:hink they have an obligation, if ·their 

conscience ·tells ·them to talk about it in ·the Senate .. 

But , on the other hand, I do look with some disgust and, 

I think; dismay a·c the kind of demons·tra'i:ions that took place 
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yesterday in many of our major cities in this country~ I 

believe tha·t these kind of attempts to discradit our policy, t:o 

display a lack of unity among the American people, could have 

the effect of prolonging the war, undermining the morale of 

ow American and in effect leading the enemy to a 

miscalculation as -to the pcwer and ·the uni'i:y of the American 

people., 

MR. SCHOUMACHER: If the Republican Party, ·though, expects 

to pick up vo·tes on the basis of disenchan·r.ment with the 

President's policy in Vietnam -- don1 t you have a responsibility 

to tell them this is what the Republicans ·chink about Vietnam, 

wha·l: should be done about Vietnam, so that when they do express 

that disenchantment in the polling place, they know what they are 

voting for? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Yes , Dave r I think we have to point 

out what our position is.. And ·the position today is thai: we 

support a policy of a posture of determination against 

Co~,munist aggression and terror in Vietnamw 

Bu·t I add very quickly that we are not in a position in 

the Republican Party, in the legislative branch, to make 

military decisions., And these decisions have to be made by 

the Commander in Chief~ 

MR. AGRO?i>KY: Congressman Ford, some cri'ti.cs of the 

Republican Party have indicated that you are not fulfilling 

the role of the loya 1 opposition in p:k:omo·cing debate; that you 
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are leaving tha·t task to -the Democra·ts., 

l:n January of 1950, Senator Ar·chur Vandenberg, of your 

State. the late Senator-= 

REPRESE!trl:ATIVE FCRD: From my home ·town .. 

MR. AGRONSKY: From your home tav·n ....... wrote in a letter to 

a constituent that every foreign policy must be totally 

debated, and the loyal opposition is under special obligation 

to see this occurs ,, 

Do you feel you are fulfilling the func·tion of the loyal 

opposition as Senator Vandenberg says? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Y.es, I ·chink we are, Mar.·tin, beC:ause 

in effect we are debating ·those Democrats in the House and the 

Senate ,,;ho want to wit:hdra'W, the Democrats who wan·t to turn 

tail and run~ 

As a matter of fact, we in the Republican Party today are 

more effectively help:i.ng the Chief Executive, the Commander 

in Chief, by telling him "We stand with you as long as you are 

willing ·co face up to Communist terror and aggression". 

We, as Republicans, are deba·tin9 the weaJ, ...... kneed Democrats 

who want ·to turn tail and run and duck the responsibility of the 

leadership of the free tvor ld on the part of 'the united states .. 

MR .. AGROttSKY: Which ones want to turn tail and run? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, there are ·i:hose who in effect 
'(O l{D have said we ought to go back and abandon all of South ijSt </<9 .,, 

I ,,. 
Asia and come back to Pearl Harbor o This is what some people ~ 

17 
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have said .. 

MR .. .AGRONSKY: I don°t: know of any who said that. What 

responsible Democrats have said tha't? 

REl?RESENTATIVE FORD: Well, hasn mt Senator Wayne Morse 

said tha·i: we oughi: to withdraw, we ought to end the war'? What 

he means under the theory of those such as Secretary Ruskt who 

as I unders·cand i't believes in the dominoe theory -- means 

that in a relatively shor·I: period of time you are going to 

end up defending Pearl Harbor, and that is not a very good 

prospect .. 

MR~ NOVAK: Mr. Ford, I did nae quite understand your 

answer to my question~ 

Do you feel tha·I: ........ do you personally feel tbat :ie are 

figh'ting ·c:he war in Vietnam with an arm behind our back, or 

i; that jus·t political propaganda by the Congressiona 1 Campaign 

Committee? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: When you look at all the military 

power that the United states has, in the Air Force, in the Navy, 

and in the Army, and when you realize that we are not fully 

u·cilizing that military power, a11d when you understand that 

we have 220,000, 235,000 American military personnel fighting a 

war in Vietnam today, and probably 300,000 in a few months, and 

you see that they are not getting the full support of all of 

this military power that we havef the argument can be made --

MR .. NOVAK: But do you make it? 
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REPRESENTATIVE FORD: -- that the soldie~s, sailors and 

airmen out there are fighting wi't:h one hand tied behind ·them~ 

MR~ NOVAK: But do you make the argument:, Mr .. Ford? 

REPRESENTATIVE FCRD: I think ·there is a great deal of 

credence to the argument" But just: ho ,v you use this power on a 

day to day basis, the pa·,er that we are not using, I think is 

the responsibility of the Commander in Chief, President Lyndon Bw 

Johnson .. 

.MRo NOVAK: On that position of the power, you and the 

other Republic~ leaders, and Mr~ Nixon last night, repeatedly 

have advised agains·c 9et·tin9 in-t:o a land war on ·the Asian 

continent.. NG-W, 't·ihat: does a land \var consist of -- 200,000 

troops, 300,000? Do you ~hink we are in a land war new? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: When you get up to 235,000, 300,000 

or 400,000, and there are plans and programs in the Pentagon 

today to increase our commitment to those figures, I believe 

we are getting ·to the poi~t where 'We are fighting a rather 

large-scale ground war in southeast Asia .. 

I think it is well to point out that at the height of the 

Ko:cean War, whe:t·e we had our greatest military commitment in 

that conflict, ·there were only 325,000 u.,s,. mili'l:ary personnel 

s·ta·cioned in Sou·th Korea .. 

It seems to me that very shortly President Johnson will have 
\ 

committed almost that: number. 

MR .. NOVAK: And you are opposed to that? 
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REffiESEMTATIVE FORD: And I think when "2 get to that 

figure wi't:hout using more of our military power in the air 

and on that sea, that we ara getting ourselves int:> a very bad 

mili·tary situation., 

MR .. NOVAK: Are you opposed to that? 

REPRESEN'lATIVE FORD: Yes, I would be .. 

MR,. AGRONS~: You are opposed ·to U:.. You would have a 

ceiling, then, on the .American commi·tment in Vietnam. 

REFRESENTATIVE FOOD: I would not have a ceiling as to ..,,_ 

MR., AGRONSKY': What do you mean, then? 

REPRESENTA!£1:VE FORD: I think you have got to have a 

limitation on your commitment in ground forces unless and 

until we have more fully utilized our air and sea pa,;er., And 

we are not doing that ·today. 

MR . .AGRONSKY': Don•-.: you regard ·that as a significant 

military criticism, that you said you were reluctant to make? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: No, because what you really intended, 

:t think, was to indicate that: we believe that \.ve should bomb 

Haipho119, that ·we should do o·ther specific military ·targeting. 

m AGRCNSRY: No.. We are talking about something else now., 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, if you are talking in the 

broad sense "''"' 

MR. AGRONSKY: We are talking about a ceiling on Ameri-can 
~u 

commitment in Vie·l:nam .. Are you for it or not? 

REPRESEN'fATIVE FORD: 
(; 

I believe there should be a 
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ceiling on our ground forces, unless and until we have more 

fully utili zed our military ~ter in the air and on the sea. 

MR_ NOVAK: In o·t:her words, Mr .. Ford, you are saying we should 

use the air pcwer more ·cmn we are using i ·I:, but you would not 

say exactly ha,;. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Yes, I think that is a fair analysis 

of it., 

MR. AGROl~RY: Don1 c you regard tha·i: as a military 

proposal, an interference with the President, who is the 

Commander in Chief, and you said before we should not critici2e. 

REPRESEl\J'l'i\TIVE FOP..D: No, I don •t think this is a military 

recommendation in the sense of what the Joint Chiefs do on a 

day to day basis, as far as ·the President is concerned .. 

MR .. AGRONSRY: It seems about cSmilitary as you could 

ge·l-:, to put a ceiling on how many troops you would put in there 

a nd say ·chat we should not put gny more in unless we do thus and 

so in a military way .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, lee me oay this.. There are a 

grea·i: many Americans, Martin, who are very unhappy with the way 

in which the conflict is being run in Vietnam ·today.. .Many 

Americans ,,;ho support the policy of meeting the challenge of 

Communist aggression are saying tl1at unless we do more with the 

power we have, we either ough·c. to do it or get out.. And I 

believe tha-t: the American people, and all of the polls suppor·l: 

this, indicate ·i::hat the President as Commander in Chief ough· ·to 
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folla.7 this course of action before committing another 100,000 

u.s~ military personnel to Vietnam. 

MR .. AGRONSKY': Do you agree with those people who feel we 

ought ·co do this or get ou·t? 

. REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I would not go quite ·that far~ I 

would not be quite that ca·ra:egorical.. Bu·t I can assure you this 

is the at·titude of a great many Americans in this country today. 

MR .. SCHOUMACHER : Mr "' Ford ' ·what about flying sau<:ers? 

You haVH had some in Michigan in the past week., Do you really 

believe in flying saucers? You celled for a Congressional 

inves·cigation ... 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Dave, we have had several inc.i.dents 

in Michigan in ehe last week~ incidents that many reliable, 

good ci·tizens felt were suffi ·ient \~O justify some action by 

our government~ and not the kind of flippant answer that was 

given by the Air Force where they passed it off as swamp gas_ 

In addition there are other incidents tha·t: have happened 

from time to time, reportings by people who basically, I think, 

are fully sincere and who are hones·l:.., 

It seems to me that this mystery that has been around the 

country with all of these various sightings does require that 

the Congz:ess take a good look at it; bring up these uitnesses 

from the Air Force and the National Aeronautic~-, and S!)cJce 

ngency I have them interrogated by membera of a House or Senate 

Committee, let them put their records on the line, and let 'the 
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people wt•,o have allegedly seen these unidentified flying objects 

come and testify~ 

I think ·the America11 people would be more assured that 

there were or were not if such a public hearing was held ., 

MR .. NOVAK: Congressman Ford, how many seats do you think 

the Republican Party can pick up in the South this year? 

REPRESENTATIVE FCRD: In the south? 

MR.. NOVAK: In the South .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FCRD: I think we will pick up, oh, from 

five to six., But I am more encouragedj Bob, by the possibilities 

of picking up seats elsewhere in the United states~ As a total 

I •would say our prospec·cs ~·c the moment appear good, to pick up 

between 40 and so~ 

MR. NOVAK: on the questionof the South, hG\-1 do you feel 

about the segregationists in the Republican Party in the South? 

For example, Congressman Jim Martin in Alabama has just announced 

for Governor. Would you go down and campaign for him, or for 

Senator Strom Thurmond in sou·th Carolina, seeking re=election? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Let me say this o The segregationists 

in the Republican Party are minimal compared to those that 

have been in the {ast in the Democratic Party in the south .. 

The record is crystal clear that the Democratic Party in the 

past and I think at the present time in the south is totally 

don1ina'l:ed by extreme segregationists_, 

Governor Wallace -- now he is running his wife. 

. . 
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sure she shares, according to him, his views on matters involving 

seg-.t'egation .. 

It seems to me that the Republican Party in the South has 

made a very good effort to broaden its base, to raise issues 

other than segregation between the Democraes in the south and 

the Republican.43 in the South. 

MR .. NOV.AR: Would you c:ampai911 for an out-and-out 

segregationist, like s·cran Thurmond or Jim Martin? 

REPRESENTATlVE FORD: ]: don3 t think you can c,rtegorize 

these people as outright segregationists_ I think tnis is an 

unfair accusa:i.on,., And l believe .....,,.. 

MR .. SCHOUM.ACHER: Is it unfair to call s·cx-om Thurn,ond a 

segregationist? 

REPRESEMTATJ;VE FORD: Let me talk about Jim Martin, 

because he serves wH;h me in the House cfRepresentat.ive.. I 
, 

knC\lj tm t Jim Mar·t:in and ·the other Republicans from the state 

of Alabama worked very closely with me and others in ;the House 

to develop a voting rights bill that even today, Dave, I think 

it a better bill t:han the lo1:: tha·i: <t-.i8 have on the statute books o 

These men worked very effectively and honestly to come up with a 

vo·ting rights bill tbat would be applicable in every one of the 

fifty states. And any man or any group of men, such as Jim 

Mar·t:i.n and the ethers, who take this approach, in no way, no 

way, are the kind of segregationists ·that you a re implying,., 

Ma .. NOVAK: There are different kinds of segregationists? 
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liberals, there are all kinds of radicals-
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Ml., NOVAK: So you would campaign for them .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: If tl1ey follow the basic principles 

of the Republican Par·ty, and if they are willing to adhere to, 
I 

as we have, the philosophy of the Republican Party as I knew it --

I think the burde11 is on them ..-~-I would campaign for a 

Republican in Alabama or any ather state of the Union~ 

MR .. AGRONSI«: Would regard all of the Republican candidates 

in the South as men for whoxn you could campaign no ma·tter wha: 

their position is on segregation? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, Martin, we l10pe to have a full 

slate of candidates in all of the southern states- I donit know 

them all, so I cannot categorically answer that question.. But 

let me turn the coin over, if I may" 
' Kl.., AGRO:tlSKY: Yes .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FatD: I go and campaign in some of our 

large metropolitan areas for more or less libera 1 Republican 

candida·tes, candidates who are more libera 1 than I., Should 

I be criticized for doing that any more than I should be 

criticized for doing it in the south? 

What I am -tryi.ng to say is the Republican Party has to 

elect more Republicans, and in some areas of the country liberal 

Republicans will be elecrced, and in some areas of the country 

conservative Republicans will be elected., 
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MR.. NOVAK: Do you equite the liberal Republicans with 

the segregationists, then? 

REPRESElQ'TATIVE FORD: I donzt understand the question .. 

. MR .. NOVAK: You are pu·tting the liberal Republicans and 

the segregationists in the same basket .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, as long as the liberal 

Republican and the conservative Republican believe in the basic 

principles of the Republican Party, I believe they are Republicans, 

and I tl\ink we 01:tght to 4=1ect Republicans -- period. 

MR .. AGRO'~lSRY: Will you hold on fat' a second, Congressman~ 

We will follow up in a minute.. There arenany more things 

we would like to ask you o 

We will resume the questioning in a moment~ 

MR .. .AGRONS~: Cong.r:essman Ford, yesterday the 

Republican Party in sou·ch carolil'la held a con'O-ention., :tt was 

lily white., nae a single Negro ,fas there.., Do you approve of 

that, sir? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think the best answer to that, 

Martint is that last fall I was invU::ed to speak to a Republican 

luncheon in Natchez, Mississippi, and unfactunately that luncheon 

in effect: excluded any Negro participation,. I had to cancel out, 

and I think my decision was right~ 

I have appeared at luncheons and dinners on behal of 
i:: 

Republican Party in many Southern states whare there w 
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segregated Republican audiences .. 

I certainly believe tl'a t the Republican Party ought ·to include 

in the South, as well as in the North, individuals from all 

segments of our society, whites as well as Negroes, as ".'.ong 

as they believe in the philosophy of the Republican Party. 

And where there is a deliberate exclusion of one segment of 

our ~ociety~ then I think the Republican Party ought ·to take a 

hard look at whether ·they should par·ticipate .i. 

MR. AGROMSKY; What's wrong in South Carolina? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: From what ! Jmow about i'l:' I do no·i: 

kna-1 whether they specifically excluded ·chem.. Bu·c if i:hey did, 

if ·they precluded Negroes from participation, Negroes who 

wanted to r.articipate, then I think they made a mis·take~ 

?-It_., SCHOUMACHER: Mr" Ford, the other day you said that you . 

did not play to be minority leader forever, that you hope to 

become majori·cy leader or step down.. Have you set a date for 

your retirement, or do you plan to become ma jorU:y leader pretty 

soon? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I; thinlt the prospects, Dave, are 

getting better and better for the Republicans to make significant 

gains in the House of Representatives.. At the moment I do not 

think the prospects are such ·l:bat we can look forward to a majority 

in the House.. But public opinion today is rapidly swinging at-Jay 

from the Johnson=Humphrey Administration, and there is greater 

and g.T.'ea·cer Republican support throughout the coun·try.. And if 
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the Administration°s credibility erodes in the next fai; months 

as it hcts in the last fm,; months, there is a di.stinct possibili·cy 

the Republicans will gain control in the Housia .. 

I happen to think we are laying a good gz-oundwork, we 

are getting good candidates, we are better organized, we are more 

unified 1 and the Democrats are losing credibility, they are 

disorganized, and I think the American people are getting 

sympathetic to the kind of a program and the candidates we are 

cffering .. 

MR .. SCHOUMACBER: You said once there you were going to pick 

up 30 votes, and then it became 40 votes, and now it is almost 

50 v,·tes .. What is happening? We don 1 t see any evidence of it .. 

REPRESENT1\TI\'7E FCRD: Well, let me tell you the evidence is 

pretty clear if you jus·I: look at ·the various opinion polls 

throughout the country~ Th' President and the Democratic 

Administration has lost 3 to 3 .,5 percent nationwide.. The 

Republicans have gained a co:: responding amount of public suppor·i: .. 

And as this pendulum swings away from the Johnson-Humphrey 

Adminis·tra·tion to the Republicans , it automatically means 

that ~e are going to pick up more and more seats i.n the House 

and in the Senate~ 

MR., SCHOUMACHER: J:s it Vie·l:nam that is making it swing? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I have not analyzed just what the 

issue is, except that on the domestic scene the Adminis·tration@s 

failure to do anything about the incre"se in t:he cost of livi.ng , 
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if the inflati011 gets worse wa are going to have a recession 

is the one thing ~hat 011 the domestic scene very much worries 

the Arrerican people,. 

MR .. AGRONSRY: Gentlemen, I a1n very sorry, but our time 

is up.. Thank you,, Congressman Ford 1 for being here to FACE 

THE NATION .. 
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MR .. AGRONSKY: Congressman Ford, did former Vice-President 

Nixon speak for the Republican Party yestetday when he called 

for bombing military targets in ·the port of Haiphong? 

REFRESEl~T.ATIVE FORD: I do no·I: think he spoke for ·l:he 

Republican Coordinating Commi·t:tee, which is the group of 

Republican leaders that was pu·t together abou·t a year ago for the 

purpose of coordina·tin9 our policies on the domestic front and 

on in'ternationa 1 poli·i: ics .,, 

This is a vie.1 ·i:hat an individual. can have.. I think 

H: would be said to be his, not the party as a v,;hole at 'the 

presen'l: time .. 

ANNOUNCER: Live, :fl:om CBS, Washington, FACE THE NATION, 

a spontaneous and unrehearsed news interview with the 

Republican leader of the House, Represenl:a·cive Geral1"i Ford 

of Michigan.. Representative Ford will be questioned by CBS 

News Correspondent David Schoumacher; Robert l\Jovak, Columnist 

for the New York Herald Tribune Syndica~e. CBS News 

correspondent .Mar"i::in .Agronsky will lead the qi,es't:ioning,, 

We shall resume the in·t:erview with Congressman Ford in 

just a moment. 

MR .. AGRO:NSI(!{; Congressman l!"ord, i.f Mr"' Nixoni-,.s call 

for the bombing of military targe·ts in the por-l: of Haiphong 

does no·t agree with ·che opinion of the Republican Coordinating 

Committee, does it reflect your personal opinion? 
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REPRESENTATIVE FOO.D: Well, Martin, at this particular 

time, with the President committing 220,000 to 235,000 military 

personnel to Vietnam, it seems to me that these delicate 

military decisions should be made by the elected Commander 

in Chief of the United states, Lyndon B. Johnson, based on the 

recomn1endations of the Joint Chiefs of staff ........ the people 

who are experienced, who are knewledgeable. I think these 

technical decisions of a mili'i::arynature rest wi·th the President 

of the United s·cates.. And I -think we should s"l:and forthrightly 

for a policy of s-trengt:1 against Communist aggression.. But 

the execution, the implemen·tation on a day to day basis in a 

military ·way is the responsibilU:y of the President of the 

United s·cates .. 

MR. NOVAI<: Well, Congressman Ford, the Republican 

Congressional Committee News Letter, which is due out 
' tomorrow, gets rather deeply into the day ·to day execution of 

Vietnam policy, and it suggests that "The American serviceman 

is fighting a war ·with one hand tied behind his back" I' due 

to the policies of the Administration.. Isn~t this the view of 

-che House Republican leadership? 

:-~EPRESENTATIVE FORD: I would say that this is not an 

illustration of where we are telling the President that he 

ought to do one particular thing or ano·cher militarily .. 

We are saying that the Administration is not using the 

full potential of our military forces, our 1'rmy, Navy and ~ir Force .. 
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I have heard that quotation actually in the White House 

itself, where discussions were held, where the indication was 

given ·that particularly during ·che pause of the bombing, that 

our mili·cary forces were in effect fighting a war, a very 

serious one, with one of their hands tied behind chem ... 

I repeat again that the technical military decisions, 

hav we use our air power, our sea paver, these are decisions 

that ntUs·c be made by t:he elec·l:ed Commander in Chief, a man who 

was elected in November 1964~ 

We as Republicans can call for a policy of ~1treng·th, a 

posture of determination., Bu·t these day to day executions, 

implementa"l:ions of policy, mm t be rr..ade by the President with 

the help and assistance of ·the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

MR~ SCHOUM.ACHE'.R: Cong:ressma,1 Ford, not too many months 

ago Republicans ·were saying that Vietnam was going to be an 

issueo Then they apparently decided to hedge their bet a 

little bit and we heard it was going ·co be Vietnam and 

inflation, and yes·terday 1"2r"' Nixon said it is going to be 

inflation, the only issue~ 

Is there much difference in the Party on just how to 

talk about Vietnam? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Dave, I don~·t think we ever said_ ... 

a·t least ·the leadership never said, that Vie-/::nam would be the major 

policy issue .. 

As a matter of fact, Senator Dirksen and myself ha 



5 

repeatedly urged all Republicans 'to no-t make Vietnam a political 

issue,. The consequences are ·too grea·t and the crisis is too 

serious for us f from the poin·c of view of the national interest, 

to make this a political issue .. 

MR 6 SCHOUMl\CHER: But, M.-r o Ford, don 1 ·t you have to make it 

a political issue? If you have ·co pick up vo-tes, you have an 

obligation to talk about it .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Dave, I don°t think we shouldw I 

don"t think we have an obligation_too 

I might add as a pos-cscipt some of the P-.cesident cs 

Democra'l::s in the Senate are the ones who are making it a political 

issue~ senator Wayne Morse is making it a very serious political 

issue, and others in the Senate in the President, s own Democra·tic 

Party, are. the ones ·who are making all the charges, all the 

allegations. 

I suspect with these kind of charges made against the 

President by senator Morse and others, the American people, not 

the Republicans, will make Vietnam a political issue in 1966., 

MR .. AGROl-JSKY: Do you think the Democrats should not be 

doing this'? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: No -- I think, Martin, that they 

have a right to speak I ·chink they have an obliga·c:ion, if ·their 

conscience tells them to talk about it i11 'the Senate., 

But, on the other hand, I do look with some disgust and, 

I think~ dismay a·t the kind of demons·t:ra·l:ions that~ -took place 
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yesterday in many of our major cities in this col.mtry.. I 

believe tha~ these kind of attempts to discredit our policy, to 

display a lack of unity among the American people, could have 

the effect of prolonging the war, undermining ·the morale of 

ou:: .American troops. and in effect leading the enemy to a 

miscalculation as 'i:o the power and ·the unity of the. American 

people .. 

MR., SCHOUMACHER: If the Republican Party, ·though, expects 

to pick up vol:es on the basis of disenchantment with the 

Preside11t 's policy in Vietnam -- don~t you have a responsibility 

to tell them this is what 'the Republicans 'think about Vietnam, 

wha·t should be done about Vietnam, so that when they do express 

that disenchantment in the polling place, they kna-1 what they are 

voting for? 

REPRESENTATIVE FCP..:O: Yes , Dave,. I think we have to point 

out what our position is., And ·the position today is 'that we 

support a policy of a posture of determination against 

Communist aggression and terror in Vietnam_ 

Bu·t I add very quickly ·tha·t we are not in a posi-1:ion in 

the Republican Paxty, in the legislative branch, to make 

military decisions., And these decisions have to be made :oy 

the Commander in Chief~ 

MR., AGRO:t~KY: Congressman Ford, some critics of the 

Republican Party have indicated that you are not fulfilling 

the role of the loya 1 opposition in promo·eing debate; that you 
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are leaving tha·t task to ·the Democrats .. 

In January of 1950, Senator Arthur Vandenberg, of your 

stat;e, the late Senator ·--= 

REPRESENTATIVE FCRD: From my home ·town .. 

MR .. AGRONSKY: From your home town -- wrote in a letter to 

a cons·l::U:uent ·that every foreign policy must be totally 

debated, and the loyal opposition is under special obligation 

to see ·i:his occurs,., 

Do you feel you are fulfilling the fm1ction of the loyal 

opposition as Senator Vandenberg says? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Yes, I ·think we aret Mar·tin, bec:ause 

in effect we are debating ·those Democrats in the House and the 

Senate who want to withdra't-3, the Democrats who want t.o turn 

tail and run. 

As a ma·tter of fact t we in the Republican Party today are 

more effectively helping the Chief Executive, the Commander 

in Chief, by telling him "We stand with you as long as you are 

willing to face up to communist ·terror and aggression 11 .. 

We, as Republicans, are deba·ting ·the weak=kneed Democrats 

who want to turn tail and run and duck the responsibility of the 

leadership of the free ,;.-ior ld on the part: of 'the United S'l::ates '¥ 

MR. AGRONSI<Y: Which ones ·want to turn tail and run? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, there are those who in effect 

have said we ought to go back and abandon all of soutly.?~'bD 
/, 

Asia and come back to Pearl Harbor a This is what s 
I c::i dl 
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have said. 

MR. AGRONSI~: I don°t know of any -who said i:ha·c., What 

res ponsi:b le Democrats have said that? 

RE I?RESENT:ATIVE FORD: We 11 , hasn J t Senator Wayne Morse 

said tha'l: we oughl: to wi-c:hd.raw, we ought to end the war? What 

he means under the theory of those such as Secretary Rusk, who 

as I underst~and i'i: believes in the dominoe theory -- neans 

that in a relatively short period of time you are going to 

end up defending Pearl Harbor, and that is not a very good 

prospect .. 

MR.. NOVAK: Mr., Ford 1 I did not qui·te understand your 

answer to my question.,. 

Do you feel tha·t =- do you personally feel tbat ,;e are 

fighting -che war in Vie'tnam with an arm behind our back, or 

ii that just political propaganda by the Congres:Jiona 1 Campaign 

Committee·? 

REPRESENTATIVE FCRD: When you look at all the military 

power that the United States has, in the Air Force, in the Navy, 

and in the Army, and when you ruil.ize that we are not fully 

utilizing that military power, and when you understand that 

we have 220,000, 235,000 American military personnel fighting a 

war in Vietnam today, and probably 300,000 in a fe,,; months, and 

you see that they are not getting the full support of all of 

this military power that we have, the argument can be made --

MR. NOVAK: But do you make it? 
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REPRESENTATIVE FORD: -- that the soldiers, sailors and 

airmon out there are fighting with one hand tied behind them. 

MR .. NOVAK: But do you make the argument:, Mr. Ford? 

REPRESENTATIVE FCRD: I think ·there is a great deal of 

credence to the argument.., But jus·t ho,v you use this power on a 

day to day bas is , the power that we are not using, :I think is 

the responsibility of the Commander in Chief, Presiderrt Lyndon B~ 

Johnson., 

MR. MOVAK: on that position of ·che power, you and the 

other Republic~ leaders, and Mr., Nixon last night, repea·tedly 

have advised against gi::it·ting in·to a land war on ·the Asian 

cont inen't.. Net;, what does a land \var consist o:2 -- 200,000 

~roops, 300,000? Do you ~hink we are in a land war now? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: When you get up to 235,000, 300,000 

or 400,000, and there are plans and programs in the Pentagon 

today to in~rease our commitment to those figures, I believe 

we are getting to the poiµt where we are fighting a rather 

large-scale ground war in sout:heast Asia. 

I think it: is well to poin·c out that at the height of the 

Korean War, where we had our greatest military commitment in 

that conflict, there were only 325,000 u .. s .. military personnel 

sta'l::ioned in Sou·th Korea .. 

J:t seems to me that very shortly President Johnson will have 

committed almost that number. 

MR .. NOVAK: And you are opposed to that:? 
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REPRESEH'FATIVE FORD: And I think when 't-2 get to that 

figure without using more of our military power in the air 

and on that sea, that ·we are getting ourselves int:> a very bad 

military s itua·tion., 

MR ., NOVAK: Are you opposed to that? 

REPRESENTATl"VE FORD: Yes, I would be .. 

MR .. AGRONSKY: You are opposed ·co it.. You would have a 

ceiling, then, on the American commitr~nt in Vietnam. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I would not have a ceiling as i:o =-

MR. AGRONSKY: What do you mean, then? 

REPRESENTAt:!IVE FORD: I think you have got to have a 

liinitation on your co:mmitment in ground forces unless and 

until we have more fully utilized our air and sea pa,1er ~- .And 

we are not doing tha·t today. 

' MR .. AGRONSKY: Don~t you regard ·that as a significant 

mili·tary criticism, that you said you were reluctant to make? 

REPRESEl1T'l:ATIVE FOl\D: No, because wha't you really intended. 

I think, was to indicate that we believe that we should bomb 

Haiphong, that we should do other specific military ·targeting. 

MR., AGRCii'iSKY: No~ We are talking about s01uet:hing else now., 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, if you are talking in the 

broad sense ....,.., 

MR. AGRONSI<Y: We are talking about a ceiling on American 

commitment in Vie·tnam.. .Are you fox it o~ not? 

REPRESENTATIVE FCRD: I believe there should 
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ceiling on our ground fo-.cces, unless and until we have more 

fully utilized our military power in the air and on these~~ 

MR,. NOVAK: In ocher words, Mr.. Ford, you are saying we should 

use the air power more ·th:tn vJe are using H:, but you would not 

say exactly h<:M. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Yes, I think that is a fair analysis 

of it .. 

MR~ AGRONSKY: Don 1 t you regard that as a military 

proposal, an in·t:erference ·with the President, who is the 

Commander in Chief, und you said before we should nol: criticize,. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: No, I don 1 t think this is a military 

recommendation in the sense of what the Joint Chiefs do on a 

day to day basis, as far as the President is concerned . 

?I.R. AGRONSRY: It seems about aamilitary as you could 

get, to pue a ceiling on how many ·troops you would put in there 

a nd say that we sho\lld not put any more in unless we do ·thus and 

so in a military tvay .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, le·c ne say -chis.. There are a 

grea·t many Americans, Mar·tin, who are very unhappy with the way 

in which the conflict is being run in Vietnam ·today., Many 

Americans who support the policy of meeting the challenge of 

Communist aggression are saying that unless ·we do more with the 

power we have, we either ought to do it or get out., And I 

believe that. 'i:he American people, and all of the polls support: 

this, indicate ·that the President as Commander in Chief ough'i: to 
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follow this course of action before commit·ting another 100,000 

u.s~ military personnel to Vietnam~ 

MR .. AGRONSI<Y: Do you sgree wH:h those people who feel we 

ought to do this or get out? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD; :r; would no·t go qui'l':e that far" I 

would not be quite that ca·~ego:rical., But I can assure you i.his 

is the attitude of a great many Americans in this country today. 

MR .. SCHOUMACHER: Mr., 1'"'ord, what about flying sauc:ers? 

You 'have had some in .Michigan i11 the past week.. Do you really 

believe in flying saucers? You called for a Congressional 

investiga·tion .. 

REPRESENTATlVE FORD: Dave' we have had several inc:i.dents 

in Michigan in the las ·c week,, incidents that many reliable, 

good ci'l:i2ens felt were suffi '"ient ,~o justify some action by 

our gover.runen·c:, and no't the kind of flippant answer that was 

given by the Air Force where they passed it off as swamp gas~ 

In addition there are other incidents tha't have happened 

from time to time, reportings by people who basically, I think, 

are fully sincere and who are honesta 

I·l: seems to m ·that this mystery that has been around the 

country with all of these various sightings does require that 

the Congress take a good look at it; bring up these witnesses 

from the Air Force and the Na·c:ional Aeronautic< and space 

1\gency I have them interrogated by members of 

CommU:tee, let them put their records on the 
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people wt•.o have allegedly seen these unidentified flying objects 

come and testifyQ 

I think 'the American people would be more assured that 

there were or were not if such a pub lie hearing was held .. 

MR.. NOVAK: Congressman Ford, how many seats do you think 

the Republican Party c:an pick up in the south this year? 

REPRESENTATIVE F<nD: In the South? 

MR .. NOVAK: In the South .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think we will pick up, oh, from 

five to six., But I am more encouraged, Bob, by the possibilities 

of picking up seats elsewhere in the United States " .As a tota 1 

I would say our prospects ~·c the mom.eni:: appear good, to pick up 

beb.~een 40 and 50a 

MR .. NOVAK: On the questionof ·the Sout:h, h~1 do you feel 

about the segrega·tionists in ·the Republican Party in the South? 

For example, Congressman Jim Martin in Alabama has just announced 

for Governor,, Would you go down and campaign for him, or for 

Senator Strom Thurmond in South Carolina, seeking re=election? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Let me say this O The segregationists 

in l:1-ie Republican Party are minima 1 compared to those that 

have been in the past in the Democ:rai:ic Party in the sou·ch.., 

The record is crystal clear that the Democratic Party in the 

past and I think at the present time in the south is totally 

dominated by extreme segregationists9 

Governor Wallace ....... n<M he is running his wife. I am 
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sure she shares, according to him, his views on matters involving 

seg-.cegation., 

It seems to me that the Republican Party in the south has 

made a very good effort to broaden its base, to raise issues 

other than segregation between the Democrats in the South and 

the Republicans in the South .. 

MR., MOVAK: Would you campaign for an out• ... a11d-out 

segregationist, like s·tran Thurmond or Jim Martin? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I donJt think you can categorize 

these people as outright segregationist.a.. I think t'nis is an 

unfair;' accusa::ion., And I believe ~---

MR. SCHOUMACHER: Is it unfair to call S·trom Thurmond a 

segrega·t ionist? 

REPRESENTA'll'.VE FORD: Let me talk about Jim Ma:.ctin, 

because he serves ,1H:h me in the House cfRepresenta·tive.. I 

know thl t Jim Mar·tin and ·the other Republicans from ·the state 

of Alabama worked very closely with me and others in the House 

to develop a voting rights bill that even today, Dave, I think 

it a better bill t:ltan i:he lat: t:ha·l:: we have on the s·catute books o 

These worked very effectively and honestly to come up with a 

voting rights bill tbat would be applicable in every one of the 

fifty st.a-c:es . And any man or any group of men, such as Jim 

Mar·cin and the others, who take this approach, in no way, no 

way, are the kind of segregationists 

!iR.. 1qoVAK: There are differen·c 
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MR. NOVAK: so you would carnpaign for ·them .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: If they follO\v the basic: principles 

of the Republican Par·ty, and if they are willing to adhere to, 
! 

as ·we have, the philosophy of the Republicc:1n Party aa I know it --

I ·think the burden is on ·them ~--I would campaign for a 

Republican in Alabama or any other state of the Union~ 

MR., AGRONSKY: Would regard all of the Republican candidates 

in the south as men for whom you could campaign no ma·tt:er what 

their posi·tion is on segregation? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, Martin, we hope to have a full 

slate of candidates in all of the Southern states. I don°t knCM 

·them all, so I cannot categorically answer that: question.. But 

let me turn the coin over, if :t may .. 

.MR., i\GROMSKY: Yes., 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I go and campaign in some of our 

large metropolitan areas for more or less liberal Republican 

candida·tes, candidates who are more liberal i:han :c.. Should 

I be criticized for doing that any more than I should be 

criticized for doing it in the south? 

What I am trying to say is the Republican Party has to 

elect more Republicans, and in some areas of the country liberal 

Republicans will be elected, and in some areas of the country 

conservative Republicans ·will be elected., 
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MR., NOVAK: Do you equite t:he liberal Republicans with 

the segregationists, then? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I don2·t 'l,nderstand the question .. 

MR. NOVAK: You are puttb1g the liberal Republicans ca:tld 

the segregationists in the same basket .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well,, as long as the liberal 

Republican and the conservative Republican believe in the basic 

principles of the Republican Party, I believe they are Republicans, 

and I tnink we o,'.4ght ·to elect Republicans --- period. 

MR,. AGRONSKY: Will l'OU hold on for a second, Congressman .. 

We will follow up in a min.ute., There are nany more things 

we would like to ask youo 

We will resume the questioning iri a moment .. 

MR .. :AGRO~'JSKY: congressman Ford, yesterday the 

Republican Party in south Carolina held a convention.; It was 

lily whi·ee not a single Negro was there., Do you approve of 

that. sir? 

REffiESENTATIVE FORD: I ·think the beot ans\!;er to that:, 

Martin, is that last fall I was invited ·co speak to a Republican 

luncheon in Natchez, Mississippi, and unfar:tamately that luncheon 

in effect excluded any Negro participation., I had to cancel out, 

and I think my decision was right~ 

I have appeared at luncheons and dinners on behalf of the 

Republican Party in many Southern states where there were 



17 

{\'\,<'{\~ segregated Republican audiences~ 

I certainly believe t'ta t the Republican Party ought ·to i11clude 

in ·the South, as well as in the North, i11dividuals from all 

segments of our society,. whi·tes as '\'1ell as Negroes, as ".'.ong 

as they believe in the philosophy of the Republican Party~ 

And where there is a deliberate exclusion of one segment of 

our ~ocie·ty, then I think the Republican Party ough·t ·to take a 

hard look at whether they should par·ticipate 

MR .. AGRONSKY: 'WhatJs wrong in south Carolina? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: From what I kn0'(.'1 about it, I do not 

know 'Whether ·they specifically excluded ·chem., Btrl: if ·i:hey did, 

if they precluded Negroes from participation, Negroes who 

wanted to i:articipate, then I think they made a mistake .. 

MR_« SCHOUMACHER: I~" Ford,, the other day you said that you 

did not play to be minority leader forever, that you hope to 

become majori·ty leader or step dot-in.- Have you set a date for 

your retirement, or do you plan to become majority leader pretty 

soon? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: !; think the prospects, Dave, are 

getting better and better for the Republicans to make significant 

gains in ·che House of Representatives,. At the moment I do not 

think the prospects are such that we can look forward i:o a majorii:y 

in the House.. But public opinion today is rapidly swinging away 

from the Johnson~Humphrey Administration, and there is 

and grea-cer Republican support throughout the country .. 
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the Administration°s credibility erodes in the next few months 

as it 11-=is in the last few months'/' there is a distinct possibili·l:y 

the Republicans will gain control in the House~ 

I hap~n t:o think ·we are laying a good grounciwork, we 

are get·cing good candidates , we are better organized, ·we are more 

unified 1 and the Democra·l:s are losing credibility, they are 

disorganized, and I think the American people are getting 

sympathetic to ·the kind of a program and the candidates we are 

cffering .. 

MR .. SCH0UMACHER: You said once there you were going to pick 

up 30 votes, and then it became 40 votes, and now U: is almos·c 

50 v,·tes What is happening? We donl•I: see any evidence of it .. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, le·i: ne tell you the evidence is 

pretty clear if you just look at the various opinion polls 

throughout the country" Th~ President and the Democratic 

Administration has lost 3 to 3 .. s percent nationwide.. The 

Republicans have gained a co:: responding amount of public support~ 

And as this pendulum swings away from the Johnson ... Hwnphrey 

Administ:ra·cion to the Republicans, it automatically means 

that we are going to pick up more and more seats in the House 

and in the senate~ 

MR .. SCH0UMACHER: Is it Vie·cnam that is making it swing? 

REmESENTATIVE FORD: I have not analyzed just what the 

issue is, except ~hat on the domestic scene the Administrationis 

failure to do anything about the increase in ·bhe cost of livi.ng. 
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if the inflat i on gets worse we are going to have a recession 

is the one thing that on the domstic scene very much worries 

the American people .. 
f 

MR .. AGRONSKY: Gentlemen, I am very sorry, but our ti~ 

is up., Thank you, Co1,gr.essxr.an Ford, for being liere to FACE 

THE NATION .. 
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FORD, O:t cour•e the i'Jhi'ttt Houae reels that one way tc taoklo the problem 0£ th• 
inorease in the ooat of living is to ha.Ye ruin-the!' wa.rtia ta.~ inorense. ! don't see any-
ucuss for it at the present time. if the Congr-ess . with the help of the Pre i ~ent. 
would make c•rte.in raduotion• the kind o!" reduct.ions that would rdi~o the: pres~ure 
l.n th~ area of' inflation. But unfor-tunately the Pn,si-dent teku the other taok• he 
wants to spond a.a lrnloh e.a he p~pos•d and in order to do that the Pntzident apparcmtJ:y 
f ., h that thore should be add1tional taxes to f'i 10.nce these expenditure~ .. 

i..;hamberat you believe, these sur;5tMt1ons the retident m.d9 the other 
tax lnoNase is nt.~rely an inoent1ve for business men to -volunt.n.ril.y dot-i 
Do 70u think it's a threat to thebudnoss co .. untty'f 

l ay of a 5-7% 
dmm. tl11!J0 eionoqi-? 

I q_.. .,, 
,:::, •-

\~ 
»>., 
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FORD1 It oerta.inly has that prospaot . But it SG'"ll8 that we 01.:;--.ht to ti:y the 
efrort and make a big effort to TBduoe cv:.penditure first. I think the •1 it& Iious• is 

tak~ng tho oart bofore the hors• and it -.iould &$em. to me the.t thes• threats o.r additional 
t-,:" that oome fr~ President John•on could have a very unfortunate reaction beoauae 
v.'hat it doe.& h to unsettle our e-<.ionomy gtlnerally• it t mds to upset the i:,lana of 
industry and com.!llni.ties to u...'tdertake projettts and pr-ogre.ma that are aimed at 'building 1, 
aelid scrn.omy for the :futu._re. I think it is unf'ortre:1ste alao that the President is 
calling upon oo~ unities, buuuess ruid individ1.1&Lt to out back on ~pending and the h1te 

Houiu,. under his le uersh.ip, ta •I' 18.tlding our non military .sp«nditureli to thtl extend of 
about 3 billion 200 million dollars in .tho next risoal yaar. Thie double standard 

confuseli • and I think the ,hite Rous~ o-u t to be oondomned i'or it. 
t Chmaberst you think then that th& vol'1ntary cooling eown of the •con._my as it s 

o&l 1-..d at the •hite Hou.a:• mt\k'ta sen.ttt. 

0.1. Dt I certainly do not. 

easer• • Ford• 1s it the intention o!' the ~publietms 1n the Houff to appose spending 
on other grQt society p~grems durin~ tho year at it did this pest nak on Rent 
Subsidies and the Teach~r Corpat 

FORDt I think lWe will g~ftrsry te.ke that ap~roact> .. raDk. ~c were oerta.ihly 
a. little di!!apr.iol.nted thh past week when 'We didn't ge-t much cooperation f'rom the 
Demccrata in th• Botts•• -very .limitc,d et.rort by the Domoerate to out back non m~lite.ey 
ar.ending but this shouldn't p!"event Republbana from makl~g atta.oka 'When the op ortunity 
pre ent• its8lf to hold the line or deter or to rut propcaala for some ot the treat 
•o~lety progrema ln the months ahead. 

Eleazer• \•ell hO'W thsn do you a.f'lff.er the Dem.ocratio charge thnt epublio a.na 1:n the Rouse 
are tey:ino to lo.•d the eost of the war onto ths people leaat able to afford it. the poort 

I 
F'vP.D• I don't think thnt s e. le itimate charge by the Democra.te:i, • eca.u!le if •~ 

spend all that the Pwshient wanta na ;o spend and th~ ,;e1noore.te a in tho Ho se appa.rttt1tly 
wa,nt u, to spend tor ncn mil! tary progr«tU and projeote, w• u• going to ta Ye 1rq_rae am 
Yl.lree inf'lation ruid certninly- inflation hurta the poor mor.J 'than anything .lie• And. it 
hurts the poor in 'big citie$ so our anawer t(J them is. 1f you real.17 want to help the 
people leant able to pay, we batter ke a .me,3';Ull'..lm off'ort to cut taok on non military 
expenas, we• better d1> ethi.ng about inflation ritht away. 

Eleazer; '!'he •• nsidant pointed out thi-a pa.at wettk that he him.self !"ad made sharp 
reduc~ic ns iu th buaret e.nc. pointl)cl out at he h.e.d pro1.u>aed about almost .a oilllon 
dollara in outs in various programs whioh • the Congreae app•rently lnt•nda to put back. 
One of thW!a cuta we..a in th~ aid to irapa.otad school ar·vu. lhy 1t.t•a it thia k that 
tho epubliean• in the llouae did not sup_ ort a move to support that out? 

FO •11 I•a aur you rQIZlll!mbor Frank thc.t on th• floor of the 'fI&uN it waa 
a Ropublics.n., .Fnwk s ow. the seior Republican on the com.n·tt" or p ropri.Ationa, Who 
off<,l"ed e.n a endment to auppcrt Pres:id ent Johnson's b..1dg•t to hold the line on the impe,ct 
aohool •id progrt.lll. 

Elu.nr1 Very few ot your members went alon. ith • won that. 
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I support d that and I think the jori ty- or suprort 1 thi1J n• o 
trom our side of t e • ale. e only one who epo • e.inst the roira s De oont. 
a.cc,using the Pro id t of unfairly du ing the expend:i..tur s n this area. D I think 

ulU.oana 1n th s part1cula.r i.n tsl:lc wer oon i~tent as I ho wo '11 be (l!Onsiatent 
n t onthe a ea• 

Fora. tN we ln in lation ri ht nowt 

FORDt be1·• ia no dou t a ut it. T n d aya or t o weeks a. o the bur u f 
labor statiatie1. ann unced that the holeao.le ri-o indea went up .1 in the o.oth <£ 
Febrnfll'7 and 1£' yo• analyse that inoreaH it ndiaatee hat -he hol·> le prio e index 
ill o up o er 6, in a 12 month period. Int e la.st £our m ntt • it's ,;on up al: st 6,% 

aa I reoall e.nd tbia is u11i'ortuaa.t• be auee ove1· a peri d ot 6 or 1 years the holesU 
prioe index had een re la.ti vely t bl• a.nd then th h st week the bureau £ labor 
atati.sti s nnouno-ed t the «>na e pri e indb.nt went u • /1 :for the lar est increase 
Uno• 1951 in the rtth of ebruaey nd or oourao last y•e.r ,mder the John11un• u phrey 
a nlatration t e oost ot livin& ont ~· and un,er their forecaat for the ye r of 
1966 the cost of 1i ill e up at least . and d 1:bt ly r • i.>O e e ,Ln ir• 
tl tlon, rt e in.flat on rifht n and unlosa tho nlatratlon Coea ao ethinv 
ffi tively ef fJcth·ely mor th they l aT& done the p ople le at a.ble to -et t .ro, 

tho probl ta t infl tion will be t the worat and thin the N .:. .nt ha a jor 
r spoa.ibility lght no to o so et abo ·t lation. o far • 

.Brub er• ell tr ti,e resident cu. & major ro :ponaibility and if i e doe~n •t e th1a 
re;ponaibi.lity as you see it and if' e_:'u ll1.,ar113 feal' t. •Y :on 't be abl• to out ac: some 
or these pro rams, why don •t you intreduoe thea some tu Nduotion le13i l ionf 

RD, I do 't think we a ould int~o oa tu r uotion le islation ••· 

• Xho e ublicruui • ould rof'er and I think ri tly s , to :re 
military e:x,ren••• • an csoo.oentrate. our er orta in thia area nd wo coul achle-v 
r ult• in this a 1 • w: t aoae coop rt\tion and I und rlln som. rr the h1te 
o fer we e.v go ten little. Let'• trv tha N uction r non military- e)C!·endi tul"e 

and o it i t nm. .la a matter ot :i:.ot. the reaid ney at 
CongN s a ropri ted st -,e-r if • didn't want to end lt wou dn't r.aTe to s end it. 

oe.n re & to BP'Jn funda th ;t Con reaa has a.ppr pri ted ti' he n lly b lines that OJll8 
of the e pro can be eld baok. o ld be defere d. 11 I ff is continuous , ....... , ..... ug 
1n non m11te.:r,y o.rM by the administration, by the 1d<l'lt, by th• hits uee and I 
think 1t ia unf"or iv le re lly we ar$n't et any oooper t1on fr the in hol in« 
ths line in this re• 

Chuib•r•• i • or • th.e ~rea,ident 
••a been rather a low 1n getting his 

ri ht• 1n tho ack of the bu•? 

talked. a' ut h"il rights at nrious times, t 
•a ,, • up httre. you th.ink he acrt f put oi''fil 

a ·,ell it looks -to Joi as tho thsy muat be l'.avlng a t:rouble dolfn at 
the h1te us and the pt.of atia. 1n putting to ether a bill to o&l'T1 out 

at we un.d Ntoo • a to be the- dministr tion prograa n r of olvtl righta. l think 
t it s ap_ .ropriate to ote that a: le at o. month a 25 tpu lioana in the ta e._.,,,-.--.::_:-

ent tlvoe ut to eth r a pro osed oirtl ri hta ill o.nd i haa been 1ntrod\\ee4. he •hit• 
House lun't done •n bing <bout it, the <>•,oontio Control Co.,,.i"9e on to 
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has done nothing about 1-t, I oan't underatand what thG: delay 1•• l th1nk one ot the 
pl'oblem is, however. that e.i'te:r C-ongress passlfd the votinr; tl;;hts bill in 1965 
c.nd at'ter we ha.d pae11ed tho civil rit;hts a ot of 1964 there ts oonsiderable concern 
t:he.t the t. of J 11st1oe has relatlvely sat on ita hands, that there hu not been 
the kind or adm1niatration of' thoso two major 1.e.-.-, the.t tho Dept. or Justice should 
haft done more. :a.ybe they lave a little tutlty conscience. l do.n•t know about the 
u.ck of 1.niti tiv~ on 'the b&m. s 0£ the tocls they alNad7 have. 

rubak.,r• re you charging the AdJfliniS-tra.tion aa drat,f;inc!' 1ts :t'fft _'. • ths area of 
oivil r"' te and this possibly oa.y- btt an iesue this ele.otion y-e;1;r1 

FORDt It aeelll8 ti> -.ny people on the Republican dde or the aisle that the 
Administration ha• d.ra.gP-ed i ta f'fft tn th-e a.dminiatra ti.on or liagis a tion which t hey 
already- have. 

Che.mbers• r. Ford 1n that connection th . .Rt"Jpubliee.n Party &HU to be obming up with 
quite a few -eongrett it nd ,} andide.te.s ill southern states 1v-ho are sec~egationiats. 
i3()l'!'a r them H1910. to ha."N p-retty ~od prospe~t• or bein2; ~leeted. Ia thie roing to 
embarraaa tbc R-epllblican :Pa.l"ty nationallyf 

FORD• Let m• t&k• th• br00,d subjeot 'be4aua • I think it is wry i '}Ortant 
for us to dia"°ut s heN as wll aa elaeVihoz-e. The Republi,a_an Pa.l't-7 in. three statee in 
196• ele-oted ? very good memb0ra. or th$ Uouae ln au-ea• that had forarly been 
rapNaented by the 1~ol"atio P&rty. I e.m told that thoae Rep,1blioan oandida:t•a 
NUl on be.do 1aau••• f'e-den.l polio?"• expansion ot the i'e-d~ral goverm.ent in '.a.shin ton_. 
ths areas ot f11tcal r spons1b1lity, th-ey didn •t NA on the ia:iue of n.oo rele.tton. 
row. it ia a.pp•o:;,roat. to point out B.l:ld it waa nuted. by OZl8 or the Jnlllil!ll.bs II of the 
Ala.ha.ma d.el~t;ation troa the R41puhlioan Part7 that tw• of the met e,.-owed aegregaticnbta 
in th• atate ct Ala.. one of the ! think waa 'hettif- in tJ Olla Ale.. wanted to run as • 
Re1),1blioan and tho t11p blioan party in Ala. turned hi• d01ltl, anothf r one of the en 
'Who 1;ot into aome di.ff'iculty last year or tbe year be:ftn e with th1t Dept. of' Juatioe 
I think it w~• in E1rm1ng am h• :wanted to run on tha epubliccm ttolt-1. in A1a. and the 
Republican party in Ala. turned him down. The Republican uty in •la. and the other 
9tmthem ate.tee in ?!fl judg11lGnt :from ~Mt I hear about it h teying to build 'Up the 
pa.rty Y4 th a rather broad bu• and tbey ue getting good eto1d1datu 11ho ar• not rw:w1'Dg 
on their ree ia&u. 'but are 1-unning il'l th•• forth coming eleotiona on broader 
iHuea the.t 1nvo1:v. our national eeourity and on doMstiv ,..roblemB as a whole. 

ChuinezH Congreasan ·ord, do you'boliOft in Flying a11eere and Little green n? 

FO~D1 John, all .t !. now 1• that a nu.d:>er of peor,le tbrou ;bout. the c untey 
in 1986 and a number of pet,plo in years gone by ha.ft honttstly beliffed th•t th.y have 
sighte.d unidentified ~lytng objeots. There an ell~ugh of th•a• reported sl ,htings. 
I bal1e•&# to justify a full 10ale investigation by a eongreasion.1 correr.:i.ttoe at auoh 
a oongr9adonal inTAatieation it would b• oasible for tho e.lr feree or other i'oderal 
a~onoiea to put on the record for the benef'lt of the publio what they 'law about 
the2le alledgad sightings.. those people who ha.Te 'believed in all stneerity. they r..aTe 
1!1!lde th.usii sithtint• they c'-ght to oome down t6 \7 nshi.n.gton befoN a congi'1cnsS.u1al 
hearing and tell th• public: ht:Lt th~ knolr ab ou~ 1. t and th en t h,e publ io willh&T• an 
opr;ortunity toe valuate the poaition of the &ir .. :or()e and 0-ther ledtiral agencies a.rd 
the public •illha'fe an op~rtut'.ity to eTduat.e the people who contend Md ttll-tt thq 
ha-re si{11ted thnae ut'os.. lillUl auure you of th1a, that the Jmariciui 1)60pla an inter11ste 
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the Am.erlos.n people are or>IlQ oJ"ned and somebody mtt.ts the eric, n people the 
op ortunity to at a tulli.nveettgat l.on !'or the benefit of' th,., nation a.a a whol!e .. 

Cha .b$rs. But aren't you -oing to go,t tlot of ey •itnes&es down here then. littl• 
old 1 dies who pel": a.pa ha'9'e aam;era landing in their baak ~••den and th-,. ~· en a ome out 
e.nd tnlk to th8Dlf fe- had an eye wttnes& from fulse. who nid, yea. ther~ wiu the man 
in the idatp;i;,: khaki uniform. with -lh.e hilvrons on his .deev• who~• out. en 't you 
goin to at all these people dQ~n here? 

i'OR1h I l·nmr John thi,re are a number of people ·ho h.avo •de some stat~ ente 
that are 1 ertainly. :border on the incredible. !'ft bad s.onie tsl,i;phone nlla in f'aat 
I got one tbe ether night, abo,J.t li50 c. r 2 o 'eloolt ~~e:n r wu sound aaleep this 
ind.h'i.dulll callel'i me and tt>l".l. nie about his or her •x~Grl.lll204• :t'm 11-ure th(;lre an 
thoH that would fall in to the ai"ea of some degree of unreliability but I add• there 
a.re a number of peo, le whose crcdl ,ility I -.ill not challong.e until th-oy ha-we ha.d an 
opportur.ity to prennt their ctu,• befol'$ a e<tngrassiond hoaring. Cne or the =.jor 
~.a..tionwide magadnea in the last week ha.d quite e. story en.d th•y me.de some finding or 
they pr.g-aented sol'!l9 pioture1J - let lDe a.saure the public th at this isn't going to pa3s 
out of exiaten:ie and th• aoon•l'.' the Congre11s graba the thing t.U:td taekols it and gives 
th«J publio the op, orta.:dty to get tho taota the better or-t 'l'e'll all be. 

B.rube;Jer• Gongr••smen• why d-o you believ• the Air Force is lfithholdiug this i.n.t'or-
mat1 n1 

FO Dt I 1 ve rtenr ••id t he Air Fore~ a ,rithholding in.f'onuat.ion. I think the 
Air F"oro• hu ten@d to l)iT~ the impreadrrn that all n£ these aighting.s had no 
oNdib11ity a.t all. •• ybe th• r Force is rl ht. I don•t really know. But I think 
the way to find out and the wo:7 :for the .Amari o.n people t.o pass jt1dgma.ot ia 1b r 
re-.ponsible f-Oi".f lo iala d th6 Dept. oJ; i.1Gfens• to 'Co~e up and .,.1,,. ~ their interpret.atio 
bef'or, r, the J;meril"an people. Ir they do that then 'he P.1uu·i-o&n peo1>le themselv-!a 
will judg-$1he credibility of' tie.cf' ot tnoae who he.ff aeon the UFOs and those •no aay 
th~y di:m 1t •xi«t. 

Eln.ser• • Ford. eime your elaoticm. last year a.a Republine.n le-der of tb.e Eouse. 
you ha..-e traveled so .mu-cb1hst some of your member• ha.Ye complainedih•t m&l"'- you 
ought to spend a. little more time at hC11De. ..hat are you u. to, 

FOB.Dr Fnm'1 
• le·• me set he record atraignt. I did trav,1 a great deal in 

1966 on behalf 0£ the Republican Party but let u 11.dd thi•• I ra.4 an 891, attendanee 
Noor-ti on the floor of the Rouse for all r-ole afllla and I thi:nk that•• a pNtty al 
battingave .. age and in 1966 I•v• b•en in 16 or 17 ta.tea b\lttl.'ain I'Te hed a.n 
attande.nae record o:f about 8~ and I•ll m.atch that record with almost anyboeyim 
th• Hou.se or Repros ntati:ve• in 1866 or in 1966. 

Rl.easet'1 'the laat time I had ci1eeked you had de about ZOO tr1p• to speak to nrtoua 
Republi04n organ.is t1ons. I bell~...- in a.llll0$t every .state in the lmion. 1lie at tel !. ow 
that tra-velled that much on behalf ott he Itopublicau turned out to be southern bl'!tself 
as well a• the party alld he wound up as a Republioan~n.uid.a.t• 1n 1964 • onuld you 'be 
doing southing like t hatf 

FOBDt Frank, th t I the le.at objectiT e haY$ in mind beoau•• I •a very 
h&,ppy w 1th '1113 re~ponsibility- ln the :Uo,:uM. I enjoy being a contre•amen from the 6th 
Congreaaional Diat. 1n "~ahigu, J.f3' sole objeattva is to help ua el~ct 218 'R&publiotlll. 
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member& to tho House of' R.eprese-nta.tives in 1966 and one way you do :1.t ia te go out 
throu hout the eountr.v to stimulat;e publiolll1l !l.otintie.-s. to eat Rspp.blicana iood 
attraotive young Republicans to run for public of.t'io e a.nd to help raiae ms:m~ 'lo we can 
appropriately e.nd properly firuu~• goodQ!l.n<lid tea &d:lt in the Republ.ioan Party. 

;flat do you thil'lk your prospects are 1n el~ot!.ng those 218 Republicanaf 

F'ORDr '.they r.JlVct imoroved dramtt.tioally in the la•t 60- Ocays, the P..epublioan 'Farty 
in my honest opinion will elEtOt between 40 a.nd 50 epublicana over the nu:nb~r Yfl ~,.. ... 
a't the present ttme. Nw then. aN others who think •~ t11 elsot .50 or mon P.epublt ans 
1n 1966. it ay b& the -eaae. lf' the prea,ent trend e1>ntin-u••• 'lnei"e i• a proeri-ct that 
w. 1 11 do b•tte:r thrn 50 but as of the moment 1th the, Preaidcsnt•s po.t'ularity dropp1 off 
llJ1d the Demnorat1o Party popularity i'uling of'i' the Rorn.1bUoan Party _aix,ing in the polls 
generally I think our raspe~ta e.n lmprov.in~ almest dtdly. 

Eleazer& Mr. Ford, 1-f 7ou haven't b•f'.J1 talldn~ about youx-sslf as- Pr-eddent at all thcae 
meetin with Rt,publiec.ns aro1..tnd the country who have you 'beentalld~ a.bout. or ,ho raTe 
you heard other Republi ans talk • bo\ltf 

FORD• Frank ! have been t.elking about th• Republican .Part:f and th& need r the 
Rapullioan Party to 5ain congrsaaional n 11d att.nat:ori&l t6&t1 in 1916 e.nd when I'm aaked th• 
question wto my favorite is for R public an no1iination in 1968 I aay that unleaa 1-. • make 
signifioo.nt in• to restore •oms eompetlt1Te balance in the &un or Representatives 

and the Senate we 'Will ha.Te e. hard tlm i1 nding e. good o ~t:tt in '68 but if we . lee the 
kind or ge.ina that will r 0:atore this oowpetlti •e baJ.JUlti.i in the CongJ"'ftSfl than we 1 llhAT"3no 
di£fi4Ulty in rinding & P.epubliea.no ancUdate tor the Presid ono:y- in 1968. 

Brubaker• Congrea8111ln ord while you h&oen't upresa&d uy f$Vo~ite oandldatea for 1966 
last week after the Repuoli~ an ooo:rdim ting oom ittee met in •t.~h1ngton. Barry Gold water 
seid ii" the conv~nticn w•r• held todoy Richard n1xon would get the nomination. Do you 
agree th thatt 

• FORD1 I think there 18 e. good prospect. that this ia an .aci cul."9.te ste.tcent as of n()'W• 
but c~l"'tainly -thnre re two other very good o andida.te• ll!'ho are •ell talked about am 
well thou ht of •uohM my awn go"Mn:io:r. GOW'1trnor George .homr,tty iahtgan. and the Gov. 
ot Penna •• Blll SonntoL these thz-,, are oertainly the ones 'lnn.t t.r& dis-euas•d meat 
froc;r.;iontly at the present th1e. ni!lre ay bo others that will c~ !brth e.f'ter the electic 
of 1966. 

Brubaker• Le..at week a. •nat• sub-eo•~ittee rsve-alsd1hat 'becau.ae of our military 
comittlllants then in Vietnam £our u.s. r'1ft'J' division& berG in the Unit d Jte.tea -wer,e 
suffering. lJcfl it e.p~ar that •• are aom::nitting oui-aelves too haa:rl.l;r snd that we ere 
aut!'ering e la ff here mil 1 tarl ly? 

FOl.Dt i ell the Re :.1bliaaa in both th• liouee and the Senate have rahed qQ et1ona £01' 
the last year whethnr th• X-entagon or whether l>ff• _t rulllN. •ere euttlng beck the 
mill.taryaap,tbill.ty of r.om.o cf cui- other military eo~onents in order to liv.e u_p to the 
oomn1ittmnts the Pntaident Johnson lad -xnade in south Vietnalft ana now this 911nato ccral.ttff 
'Wbioh is both Democrflt and Rep1.blicU tend& to o:ulf'lna what a numbel" of :Repu lleena alledged 
1n 1966 and. partly ill 1986. fhe&e is no &>vbt thtlt unde?" tho Presidim•t ~o•r:dttem.n:t or 
236.000 u.s. Jail1tary personell to Vietnam tl~en haa to be some drain .on our military oapai;ll. 
•laewhere e.nd thtJ senate comrdttee report eoru' inns that. 
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Bn.1baker: 'V ell then CongNsmllAn Ford. ,hat would be the answer to that, pos.!3ibly 
to inerea&(J the draft to e.ctivat .; the reserves or the national guard1 

1-'0RDt !t the Pt-esident ls going to 1tXPand our tilitary oomnittm.ent in Vt•t-.rum 
undou .. ,tedly ther willha.Te to be an inarea.ae in tbEt m.Uite.ry m&np(1.W•r in th'3 •rmy• 
navy and air force. Until -we know mar~ ab-0'.lt President J.ohneon•e plan$ in lf1etnam 
I would hesitate to ""ake any t'orecaet of •(lha,t our overall m.111.te.ry lll8.n pow-er needs 
nlight be and if I cs.n't .do t!1at, t oan't tdll you ,;'hethi,r we•11 increa.H the dn.ft 
or il-ethor we 111 ca.ll upon the rHer•es. 

Eleazer• r. Fo?"d, hns the time -0~100 at le.at when• e: must filoe up to tho .n.ecossity 
of dmit ng Red China to thtl United Nati nat 

FORDa I don't think ao F~m::. 'lnn Red Chinese h&ve. shown M changf.t from their 
belligerent, • ~ressJ:ve tel"t"oristic attitude., they an still mainl7 supporting 
tv· roasion 1n Vietne.m. they- ar-& distainful or the Unit d liati0114. th~ are trouble 
l!la.lcers all oYer the wo ,..ld. Under th.is. 1:httae o1rc\8l'latatu.:es "'f!lth this e.ttit'td .• I 
don't see h01'f the United nation, oould possibly ad:ut Rod China into '\hat orgt :hizat1on. 
Ir theyw ere to ot1ange h&e.rt. ii' -they wer e to !)rtlf'~i by their aotiona that they were 
a perute loving nation, then there, :mlght b.e Sblle •rgumact for a cha "te by this oou.ntry-
and by others in the United Na.tiooa. 8ut undtu· current eireums~nces ith the 
belli~ ereno;y. the terror. the aggreuion Red Chine. certainly doesn't deserve to be a. 
;a.,mbttr or the vnited Natiort. 

., 
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Brubaker : This election year , Re...,ublicans , pointmn,s to rising consumer :~rices and heavy 
spending for the . ar in Vietnam, oelieve ::nfla.tion #ill be a key issue , ·t:he minority 
is tryin~ to cut back ,Adni' istration ~rograms anci if it fnils it ·;lo.'.ls to co,plain to 
the people about ·,1)1,1. t it considers reckless Admii.istration fiscal nolicies . Luch of the 
attention is f'ocued on tho r1ouse , where t11is week the r.op a.11:1.ost succeeded in killing: 
ap::iropriations ... 'or the . wn..:.nistrations Teacher Corp and 'Rent Supplement Programs. This 
weeks r;uest on From tho People is the B:ouse of 1tepresenta-'::ive Ro ublican Leader , Gerald 
Ford of --1ichiran . 

Corwressman i'ord, how do you assess Reput ican chances to cut back some of the3e 
Ad1:1inistrat±on prof;rams ? 

FORD : •,. ell we are a.Lays i,opef'u l but this past week we W'3:·o disappointed 
because tho Administra~cion from the President on dovrn did so much and made such a big 

• of' ~'ort to tv.ist arr:i.s and brow-be··t :JC.i.ocrats that we ":Ot very, very little help from 
Democratic members of the House in trying to xim.i:: eliminate a program that over a 
period of years would cost a~ost 500 nillion dol ars . lhe so calle~ rent s~Jsidy 
program. w'ie are p;o ing to keep trying because as Re_,ublica.ns we feel the be.:t way to 
fight inflation is ~o cut back on non military spending and if we can cut back non 
military spending we can avibid war time taxes which the President und.01..,·otecily will 
reoo·x~nd to the Congress in order to tackle the pro~lem of inflationo 

Chambers: Co~gressman For d, do you see any excuse for the Aaministration raisin~ taxes 
ar,ain this year? 

FORD : Of course the 1,hi te House feels that one way to tackle the problem of the 
increase in the cost of living is to have another v.artime ta:: increase . I don ' t see any 
wxcuse for it at the present time, if the t.:onp;ress , with the help of the Presi ent, 
would make certain reauctions the kind of reductions that would relieve the pressure 
in the area of inflation o .but unfortunately the President tak ·s the other tack ., he 
wants to spend as much as re proposed anci. in order to do that the Pre sir mt apparent!7 
f els that there should be additional ta..xes to finance these oxpenditures o 

l,hanbers : Do you believe these sur:restions the President made the other day of' a 5-7J; 
tax increase is m:irely an inoer.ti ve for business :nen to vo:unta.ril.y slm 1 dorm the econorcy-? 
Do you think it's a threat to the business co r-:unit;<? 

..J 
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-:FORD : :t certainly has that prospect . But it seems that we o~ght to t r y the 
ef!'ort and make a big effort to reduce e .:penditures first . I think the \ihite House is 

ta.ki_nr• the cart befo~·~ the horse and it v,ould seem to me that these tbr eats of additional 
ta~:os that come from President Johnson could rave a very - ;:-fortunate reaction because 
what it coes is to unsettle our econom-, generally, it tends to upset the "', lans of 
industry and comn.J.nities to undertake projects and programs tha-c are aimed at building §. 
solid ec r'nomv for the future . I think it is unfortun'-'te also that the President is 
callinc upo; com ,unities , busi nens and i.ndividuals to cut back on spendin~ and the V,hite 

House , under his leacers i __ , is eJ!l ,:i anding our non militar~r expenditures to the extend of 
about 3 billion 200 nillion dollars in the next fiscal yaar , This double standard 

confuses me and I think the V,hite House Ou[;ht to be condemned for it . 

Chemters : Do you think then that the voluntary cooling down of' the econ rr.y as it
1
s 

called at the 11 hite House makes sense . 

FOHD: I certainly do not . 

Eleazer : Mr , Ford, is it the intention of the •0e)ublicans in the House to o.ppose spending 
on other rrea", society pro~rams durin__; the year as it did this past weok on Rent 
Subsidies anc the 'l'eacher -.:orps ? 

FORD : I think we will reneral ' Y ·-ake that ap: roach Yrank . v~e were certaihly 
a little disapr oitnted thi2 past week when we didn ' t get much cooperation from the 
Democrats in the House , very limi ted effort by the Democrats to cut back non mi_li tary 
s r ending; but this shouldn ' t prevent Republicans from rriEkinr attacks 1Nhen the op.' ortunity 
presents itself to hold the line or defer or to cefe0_t propoJals for some o~' the great 
society programs in the mon-::hs ahead . 

Eleazer : ·hell how tl1 en do you ansvrnr the De.;1ocratic charge that Republic ans in tho House 
are tryinr; to load tho cost of the -,iar onto the people least able to afford it , the poor'! 

FORD : I don 1t think that's a legitimate chart;e b~, the Democrates , •ecau se if we 
spend all that the President ,mnts us to spend and the J.,en,ocrat:i s in the i1ouse a?_,arcntly 
wa..YJ.t us to spend i'or non military progrs_ms end projects , we are goinr; to :ave 1·1qrse and 

·; ,Vorse inflation und certainly infls.tion hurts the poor more than anything el~e o Ana it 
hurts the poor in bi~ cities so our answer to them is , ii you really want to help the 
people leaet able to pay, we bettor malre a maximum ef 'ort to cut 1:nck on non mili tarv 
expense , we I d better do something about infle_tion rir:ht a,,ay . 

Eleazer : The President pointed out this past week that he himself .ud made sharp 
reducti ons in the buuret anci pointea out t:rnt he had proposed about almost a billion 
dolla r s in cuts in various progre_ms which w the Con€;res s apparently intends to put bacl: . 
One of those cuts was in the aid to irapacted scnool areas . l•hy vrns it this ,1ook that 
the Repvblicans in the House did not sup ort a move to sup iort that cut'l 

FORD : \iell I 1 m sure you remember Frank thect on the floor 
a Repuolic an, Frank Bow, the senior Republic an on the Comrn_i_ttee of 
offered an amePci.ment to support Presia. ent Johnson I s budg:et to hold 
school aid program. 

Eleaze r : Very few of your members went along v, i th Mr , Bow on that . 

01' the House it VJas 
p ropriations , who 

the line on the impact 
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F0R ,i I support~d that and I think the majority of sup ort in this area crune 
from our side of the aisle . The only one who spoke e.c_:ainst the nrogram was a De'Tloc rat , 
accusing the Prosident of unfairly reducinr.; the expenditures in t..his area . ~o I think 
Ke-ou'fulicans in this particular instance v:ere consistent as I hoe we ' ll be consistent 
in the months ahead . 

Brubalrer : Congre sman Ford , are we in inflati on rif_;ht now? 

FORD : There is no douut aoou-c it . Tend ays or tv;o weeks ae;o the bureau of 
labor statistics announced that the wholesale price indellt went up . 7;~ in the month of 
February and if you analyse that increase it indicates that the wholesale pr:io e index 
·will go up over 61~ in a 12 month period . In the last four m nths it ' s gone up almost 5/; 
as I recall and this is unfortua.ate because over a period of 6 or 7 yea.rs the wholesa le 
price index had been relatively stable and then th is pa.st week the bureau of labor 
statistics announced mat the cons;.;mer nrice index went up . 5% for the lar·~est increase 
sinc e 1951 in the month of 1'ebruary and of ooJrse last year under the Johnson- Humphrey 
aominli:stration the co&t of' living ,,ent up 2% and uno.er their own forecast for the yee"r of 
1966 tne cost of living will r,o up at least 3% and undo'1bte ly moro o .::>o we are in ir:.-
Ila"cion, v;artime inflat~.on rir-ht now and unless ·cho Administration does something 
affirmatively and ef, ecti voly more xha.n they imve done the people least able to get through 
tho problems ±n of inflation -will be hit tho worst and I think the Presiaent has e. major 
responsibility right now to uo somethinr about inflation. He has. •t done much so far o 

Brubaker : vell if the Presiclent has a major responsibility a.nci if he doesn ' t take this 
respor:sibili ty as you see it and if l{eou ~lica.ns fear they ·won I t be able to cut back some 
of these programs , why don ' t you intt mx:l.uce them some ta..x reduction legiclation? 

FORD : I don ' t think we should introduce true reduction le~islation •• · 

Br;__~baker i Increase , excuseme •o•• 

FORD : The Rep·_·-blicans v,ould pr efer and I think rightly so , to recuce non 
militaryex~'ense . We can concentrate our ef:orts in th i s area and we oou"d achiev: 
r esults in 'this area if we got some cooperation and I underline some from the White ?.!.Quse 0 

do fe.r we have r-:otten little . Let ' s t r y the reduction of non military exrenditures i'irst 
and cl o it rip;ht now . As a matter 6f fact , the Presiuent himse l f with the money "hat 
Congre s a ,r.ropriated last yesr if he didn 1 t v.ant to spend it wouldn ' t l-!ave to s;:-iend it . 
11e can refuse to spend funds that Conrress has appropriated f f he really believe; that some 
of these nr ograms can be held back, could be defereed . All I see is continuous spending 
in non military area by the admi:r.:.stration, by the President , by the llhite House and I 
think it is unforgivable real 7 y that we aren ' t getting any cooperation from them in hohing 
the line in this area . 

Chambers : 1fr. Ford, the President ii.tas talked about civil rights at various times, but 
~e' s been rather slow in getting his message up here . Do you think he sort of put civil 
rights in the back of the bus? 

FORD : \{ell i,:; looks to me John as tho they must be laving some trouble down at 
the •hite House and the Dept . of v, stice in putting together a b i ll to ca r ry out 
·what we understood ·was to be the administration program in area of civil rights • l think 
it I s appropriate to note that at least a month a;;-;o 25 Republicans in the House of Repre-
sente.tives put tor-ether a proposed civil rights bill and it i1as been introduced, the ~-hite 
House i"1 asn 1 t done anything about it, the Del"'.ocratio Control Corr.mittee on the Judiciary: 
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hns done nothin::- about it, I can ' t understand ,~ha-c the delay is. I think one of the 
ryroblems is , however , that after Congress passed the votins rifhts bill in 1965 :ma after we had passed the civil rirhts e. ct of 1964 the1·e is conside re.ble concern 
that the Dept . of Justice has relatively sat on its hands , that thel'o has not been 
the kind of administration of those two Illlljor lavrs that the Dept . of Justice should 
have aC'ne more 0 :aybe ti:ey :.ave a little ~ui lty conscience , I dor.'t k.rww about the 
la.ck of initiative on the basis of the tools they already have . 

'8 rubaker: re you char~inr; the Admini-Gtra.tion as dra.gf, inF its feet in the area of 
civil rights and this possibly may be an issue this election yecr ? 

FO~tD : It seems to many people on the Republican cide of the aisle that the 
Administration has drag ·ed its feet in the a.ciministra.tion of' lee;islo.tion which they 
a.lreaay have . 

Chambers: !iir . Ford in that connect ion th· Republican Party seems to be comin;:; up with 
quite a. few conp.:res .; i c nal <' andida.tes in southern stat es who a. re ser,rega.tionists . 
Sorr.e f' tr.em seem to hc.ve pretty rood prospects of being elected . Is this going to 
embarrass th, tlepublica.n Party nationally? 

FORDg Let me take the brood subject because I think it is very imcortant 
for us to discuss here as well as olsewhere o 'fhe Re,,ublic an Party in three states in 
1964 elected 7 very tood members of the Fouse in areas that rad formerly been 
represented by the ,emccratic Party . I am told that those Republican candi ates 
ra.n on basic issues, federal power, expansion of the federal government in ~iashin ton, 
the areas of fiucal responsibility, they didn ' t run on the .i..ssue of race relation o 
.._Jow, it is api roproate to point out and it Vias noted by one of the membe s 01' the 
Alabama delegation from the Repuol 10 an Party tha-c two of the most avov,cd sogregatio::iists 
in the state of' Ala. , one of the I think was Sherrif in some Ala .• wanted to run as a 
Republican and -che Rep•Jblican party in la . turned him do-wn, another one of' the .-::i.en 
who rot into some difficulty last year or the year befo.·e v,ith -che Dept . of Justice 
I think it vras in .l:iirmlni,ha.m he wanted to run on the Republican ticket in 1~1a . and the 
Rep"blican party in Ala . turned him down. The Republican Party in la . and the other 
southern states in my judgment from v,ha. t I hear about it is try_;_ng to build up the 
party vd th a r' ther broad base and they are l!etting good oar1 did ates who are not running 
on their race ~ssue but are :runr ing in these .._'orth conine; elections on bro8der 
issues -chat invoJve,our national security and on domestiv problems as e. wholeo 

Cha:rrmers : Conr,ressrr.an 1'ord, do you believe in .t<lyimr, ..,a\;cers and Little ,reen men? 

F0.1D : John , all 1 now is that a number of people throurhout the c, untry 
in 1966 and a number of people in years gone by have honestly believed that they nave 
si )"ted unidentified flying objects . There a re enoug;h of these reported s.:.r;htings , 
I believe , to justify a full scale investigation by a con.,.ressional com1itteo at such 
a conrressional investi~atiC'n it would be possible for the ai r !'®rce or other fede o.l 
ar;encies to put on the record for the benefit of the public what they know about 
these alledr,ed s5.g;htin~s . And those people vrho have believed in e.11 sincerity, they have 
made these sir,htine;s they our,ht to come dov,n to 1,c.shinrton before a conrressicnal 
nearine-and tell the public ,hat they know about .:.t and thenthe public willha.ve an 
opDortunity to J valuate the posit3.on of tre air for oe ana other federal areno.:.es arrl 
the public willhave an opportunity to evaluate the people v,ho contend and alHie;e they 
have sip-hted these ufos . .Lean as sure you of this , that the JiJJ1e.·i.can people a.re intorestec 
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the American people are ooncerned and somebody owes the .American people the 
op ortunity to ,et a fullinvestigatlon for the benefit of the ne.tion as a whoibe . 

Cha ~bers . But aren 1 t you p;oing to F,et alot of eye witnesses down here then, little 
old ladies who perhaps have saucers landing in their back garden and the 'len come out 
a.nd talk to them? 1ie had a.n eye w '_tnes s from 'lulsa who said , yes , there was the ma.n 
in the klx::a:g~dx khaki uniform with the chevrons on his sleeve who came out . Aren 1 t you 
going to P-et a.11 these people dovm J.-.ere? 

FORD: I '.rnow John there a.re a number of people who have ma.de some statements 
that are certainly, oorder on the incredible . I 1 ve had some telephone calls in foct 
I got one the other night, about J.: 30 , r 2 o I oloo~ , hen I was sound asleep this 
indiYidual called me and told rr,e about his or her experience. I'm sure there are 
those that would fall in to the area of some degree ~f unreliability but I add , there 
are a number of peo:,le whose c rodibili ty I will not ch<i.llenge until they hav-e had e.n 
opportunity to present their case before a congressional hearing. One of the major 
nationwide magazines in the last week had quite a story and they made some finding or 
they presented some 9ictures - let me assure the ~mblic that this isn 1 t c;oing to pass 
out of existence and the sooner the Congress grabs the thing and ta.ckels it and gives 
the public the op ortuni ty to get the i's ots the better off we 1 11 all be . 

Brubaijer: Congressman , -why do you believe the Air Foroe is withholding this infor-
mation? 

FO cD : I 1ve never said L he Air Force .i.s withholding information . I think the 
Air Force has tended to [;ive the impression that all of these sightings had no 
oredibility at all .• ,iaybe the ~ir Force is ri ht , I don ' t really know . But i think 
the way to find out and the way for the American people to pass judgment is fb r 
responsible . of_'ici.als and the Dept . of Defense to come up and P-i! e their interpretatio:r:: 
befo ·e the American people . If they do that then :he Amer:i..can people themselves 
will judge -the credibility of the , of those who have seen the UFOs and those who say 
they don ' t exist . 

Eleazer : Mr . Ford, since your election lest year as Republican leader of the House ., 
you have traveled so much-ths t some of your members have complained "mat maybe you 
ought to spend a little more time at home . ..nat are you up to'.? 

FORD : Fran··, let me sett he record straight . I did travel a great deal in 
1965 on behalf of the Republican Farty but let me add this , I had a.n 89% attendance 
record on the floor of the House for all role calls and I think that I s a pr0tty goal 
batting average and in 1966 live been in 16 or 17 states but e,··ain I1ve had an 
attendo.noe record of about 86;~ and .L 1 11 match that record with almost anybod.yii.n 
the House of .t!.eprosentatives in 1965 or in 1966 . 

Eleazer: The last time I had checked you had made about 208 trips to speak to various 
Republican organizations , :i believ in almost every state in the union. The bst fel 1 ow 
that travelled that much on behalf oft he Republicans turned out to be southern him.self 
as well as the party and he vround up e.s a Republic an ronoidate in 1964 - could you be 
doinG something like that? 

FORD : Frank, th.,.t 1 s the last objective I have in mind because I ' m very 
happy with my responsibi.Li ty in the House , I enjoy being a conp-re'Gsmen from the 5th 
Congressional Dist . in d;_ohira.n, my sole objective is to help us elect 2(1)8 Republican 
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members to the House of Rep1·esentatives in 1966 and one way you do it is to go out 
throughout the country to stimulate .tlepublican ac ,,ivities, to get Reppblicans good 
attractive young Republicans to run for public office and to help ridse money so v'ie can 
appropriately and prof3erly finance good co.ndiaates a.ox in the Republ loan Party. 

Eleazer : ~ihat do you think your prospects are in electing those 218 Republicans? 

FORD : 'rhey have improved drama~ioally in the last 60- 90 m.ys , the Republic a n Party 
in my honest opinion will elect between 40 and 50 Republicans over the number we bava 
at the present time . Now there are others who think we ' 11 eloct 50 or more Republ:b ans 
in 1966 , it may be the case . Ir the present trend continues . There is a prospect that 
we ' ll do better th0n 50 but as of the moment v,i th the President ' s po ~ule.ri ty dropping off 
and the Democratic Party popularity fallinp; off the Re·~l,blic an Party r-aining in the polls 
general] y I think our prospects are improvino; almost daily . 

Eleazer : Mr . Ford, if you haven ' t been talk'.np; about yourself as President at all these 
meetin • v, i th Republic ans arou:id the country who have you beentalking about , or who have 
you heard other Republic0ns talk a bout? 

FORD : Frank I have been talking about the Republican Party and the need fur the 
Repl'1blican Party to gain congressional and senatoria1l: seats in 1966 and when I ' m asked the 
question who my favorite is for Republic an nomination in 1968 I say that unless v,e make 
si 0 ·nifican-c gains to restore some competitive balance in the Rouse of Representatives 

and the uenate we v1 ill have a. hard time fi ndin,· a. good oanni date in 1 68 but if we "118.ke the 
kind of ca ins that will restore this competitive balance in the Congress then we t llha.veno 
difficulty in finding a. Republicanco.ndidate for the Presid(mcy in 1968 . 

Brubaker : Congressman Ford while you hacen ' t expressed any favorite candidates for 1968 
last week after the Republic an coordinating com ittee met in 1lashington Barry Gold water 
said if the convention were held today Ricrrnrd Hixon would get the nom:..nation . lJo you 
agree with that? 

FORD : I think there is a good prospect that this is an accurate statement as of now, 
but certainly there are two other very good candidates who are well talked a.bout a!rl 
well tho1rht of suohas my own govornor, Governor George ~'omney of i 1,ichigan and the Gov . 
of Penna ., Bibll Scranton. These thr Je are certainly the ones i:hnt are discussed most 
frequently at the present ti .e. There may be others that will come for· h after ti1e elections 
of 1966 . 

Brt;.baker : Last week a Senate sub-comY1ittee revealedi:hat because of our military 
cOITu':l.itt:m.m.nts there in Vietnam four U. J . Arrrry divisions here in the United .States were 
suffering . Does it appear that we are com;;i:~ tting ourselves too heavily and that we are 
suffering elsewhere militarily? 

FO .D : Vlell the Ren Jbli~B.Il. in both the House and the Senate ha.ve raised ousstions for 
the la.st year whetbor the entagon or whether Sec . :'.\Ia.a· anura were cutt·.nr, ba;k the 
militaryca.pability of some of our other military components in order to live up to the 
oonr ittments the President Johnson rad made in south Vietnam and now this Senate ,:omrnittee 
which is both Democrqt and Reptfolican tends to cunfirm a number of Republicans alledged 
in 1965 and partly in 1966 . The ·e is no doubt that under the Presiden ' t com,r,1i ttement of 
235 , 000 UoS • military personell to Vietnam the~e has to be some drain on our military oapa'oiilt 
elsewhere e.nd the senate committee report confirms that . 
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-Brubaker : V ell then C.:ong:ressman Fora , 1,hat vrnuld be the an::,'Wer tot hat , possibly 
to increase the draft to activat, the reserves or the hational guard? 

FORD : If the President is roing to expand our military committment in Vietnam 
undou tedly there willbave to be an increase in the military manpower in the army, 
navy and air force . Until we know more a bout President Johnson I s nlans in I/ ietnam 
I would hesitate to make any forecast of .. hat our overall military man power needs 
might be and if I can ' t do that , I can't tel11 you >'ihethe:r we'll increase the draft 
or v.hether we 1 11 call u··on the :reserves • 

Eleazer : Mr . Ford, has the time come at last ,ihenwe must face up to the necessity 
of admitting Red China to the United Ne.tions? 

FORD: I don't think so Ff'ank . The Red Chinese have shown no change from their 
belligerent , a?ressi ve terroristic attitude , they are still mainly supporting 
a~·r:ression in Vietnam, they are distainful of the United Nations , they are trouble 
makers all over the v,o Pld . Under this, these circumstan :es with this attituds, I 
don ' t see how the United 'ations could possibly admit Red China into that orp; enization . 
If theyw ere to change heart , if they we"e to prove by their actions that they were 
a peaoe loving nation, then there m; p;ht be some a:rgumem; for a change by this country 
and by others in the United Nations . But under current circumstances with the 
belli ·erenoy, the terror, the aggression Red China certainly doesn 1t deserve to be a 
member of the United Nation . 
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BRUBAKER: CONGRESSMAN FORD, AS REPUBLICAN LEADER IN THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES, DO YOU BELIVE THAT VIETNAM WILL BE THE NUMBER ONE 

POLITICAL ISSUE IN THIS ELECTION YEAR? 

FORD: IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE PROBLEMS IN VI ET NAM WI LL BE MADE THE 

MAJOR POLITICAL ISSUE BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE BETWEEN NOii AND NOVEMBER 

8TH . I FEEL THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF UNCERTAINTY, DISSATISFACTION, 

AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED. AS A RESULT, IT WILL 

UNDdU3TSDLY BE THE MAJOR POLITICAL ISSUE ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT. · 

ROGERS: MR . ~ORD, YOU SAY YOU B~LIEVE THE VOTERS WILL MAKE VIETNAM 

THE MAJOR ISSUE IN THE UPCOMING ELECTION CAMPAIGN. LET ME ASK YOU, 

DO YOU THINK THAT WHETHER THE REPUBLIC,ANS WIN LARGE NUMBERS OF iEATS 

OR NOT, WHETHER THIS DEPENDS PRIMARILY UPON THE ISSUE OF VIETNAM? 

FORD: NO, I DONJT THINK THE VOTERS DECISIONS ON THE PROS AND CONSi . 

THE MANAGEME NT OR MISMANAGEMENT, OF THE CONFLICT IN VIETNAM WILL BE 

THE DECIDING FACTOR. THERE ARE ENOUGH OTHER ISSUES WARREN, THAT WILL 

CONCERN THE AMERICAN PEOPLE; THE INCREASE IN THE COST OF LIVING UNDER 

THE JOHNSON-HUMPHREY ADMINISTRATION, THE LACK OF CREDIBILITY IN MANY 

AREAS, THE NEED ON THE PART OF THE PUBLIC TO RESTORE TWO-PARTY GOV'T 

IN AMERICA, THE OTHER AREAS OF MISMANAGEMENT AND LACK OF PROPER ADMIN-

ISTRATION ... THESE ARE THINGS THA1 WILL ALSO HAVE SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

ON THE AMERICAN VOTERS. 

ROGERS: LET ME ASK YOU A CRYSTAL BALL · QUESTION ... WHAT DO YOU THINK IS 

GOING TO HAPPEN IN VIETNAM BETWEEN NOW AND THE ELECTION? 

FORD: WARREN, I WISH, AS AN AMERICAN, I COULD GI VE YOU AN ANSWER ... 

AN ANSWER THAT WOULD MEAN THAT THE U.S. WOULD HAVE ACHEIVED AN HONORABLE 

PEACE, A PERMANENT SOLUTION, WHICH WOULD PERMIT THE U.S. MILITARY 

PERSONNEL TO WITHDRAW, YET LEAVE OUR OVERALL POSITION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

ONE OF STRENGTH. THIS IS WHAT I HOPE. I BELI EVE THAT OUR AMERICAN POLICY, 
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BOTH MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC MUST BE AIMED AT THAT OBJECTIVEo 

ROGERS: YOU'VE BEEN VERY CRITICAL OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE WAR. YOU'VE 

TALKED ABOUT SHORTAGES, ETC., BLAMED MR. MACNAMARA FOR DOING WHAT YOU 

CONSIDER AN INADEQUATE JOB. GIVEN THIS CRITICISM, WHICH YOUCBVIOUSLY 

BELIEVE, HOIJ CAN WE HOPE TO ACHEIVE ANY SORT OF SYf:CESS lO THE POINT 

WHERE WE COULD WI TH DRAW FRO"\ VIETNAM? 

FORD: EVEN THOUGH I THINK THERE IS CONSIDERABLE EVIr:>ENCE OF WHAT I 

HAVE DESCRIBED AS MISMANAGEMENT, SENATOR DIRKSEK HAS DESCRIBED IT 

SOMEWHAT DIFFERENTLY, BUT THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR QUESTIONS OR OUR ALLEGAT-

IONS ARE THE SAME. DESPITE THESE MISTAKES IN JUDGEMENT, WHEN YOU 

CONSIDER THE FACT THAT SECRETARY MACNAMARA HAS HAD OVER 50 BILLION 

DOLLARS A YEAR FOR THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS, AND WHEN YOU CONSIDER THE 

FACT ,THAT WE HAVE ALL THE OTHER POIJER IN THE ARMY, THE NAVY AND THE 

AIR FORCE, WE'RE BOUND TO BE SUCCESSFUL IF THE PROPER MILITARY MEANS 

ARE USED. 

ROGERS: SINCE YOU 'BEGAN YOUR CRITICISM, SECRETARY MACNAMARA HAS COME 

BACK AS HE ALWAYS DOES IN A DEBATE, WITH THOUSANDS UPON TttDUSANDS OF 

STATISTICS . HE TALKS ABOUT BILLIONS OF BULLETS BEING AVAILABLE ... 

FORD: MOST OF THEM IRREVELANTlO THE G. I. OUT IN THE FIELD ..... 

ROGERS: NCM ARE YOU STILL FIRMLY CONVINCED 11-AT HE IS MISMANAGING 

THIS WAR AND THE RESULTANT SHORTAGES? 

SWAYED YOU FROM YOUR ORIGINAL CRITICISM? 

HAS HIS ARGUMENT IN ANY WAY 

FORD: THE SNOW JOB THAT SECRETARY MACNAMARA GIVES TO THE CONGRESS 

AND OTHERS WHEN HE'S QUESTIONED, .... THIS TACTI C ON HIS PART HAS NOT 

CONVINCED ME THAT THERE ARE NOT AREAS WHERE A BETT ER JOB COULD BE DONE. 

THE FINE REPORTER IN SAIGON FOR THE NEW YORK TI MES MADE ALLEGATJONS OF 

MISMANAGEMENT WHEN HE SAID THERE WERE BOMB FUSE SHORTAGES. THE NEW 

YORK TIMES WAS APPARENTLY CONVINCED OF THE ACCURACY OF THIS BECAUSE 

THEY WROTE AN EDITORIAL SUPPORTING THEIR REP ORTER AND CONTRADICTED 
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SECRETARY MACNAMARA . THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES WHICH IS 

A DEMOCRATIC CONTROLLED COMMITTEE, RECENTLY CAME OUT WITH A REPORT, 

VERY SEVERELY CRITICIZING SEC. MACNAMARA FOR HIS DECISIONS TO CUT BACK 

B-52tS, TO REDUCE B-58'S AND NOT TO MOVE INTO A HIGH PERFORMANCE 

STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND AJRCRAFT. I THINK YOU'RE GOING TO FIND AN 

ACCUMMULAT ION OF INSTANCES WHERE TH~RE HAS BEBN MISMANAGEMENT. LET ME 

ADD THIS, THOSE IN THE PRESS LIKE YOURSELF, THE AMERICAN CONGRESS, 

THE AMERICA~ PEOPLE, HAVE A RESPONSKBILXTY TO KEEP THE SPOTLIGHT ON 

SECRETARY MACNAMARA AND THE DEFENSE DEPT. FOR ONE SllNGLE REASON. WE 

HAVE NOW, 240,000 AMERICAN G.I.'S STATIONED IN VIETNAM, ORDERED BY THE 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIE F, AND IT'S OUR RESPONSIBILITY, COLLECTIVELY, TO 

MAKE SURE THEY GET THE ~EAPONS THAT ARE NEEDED ON TIME. 

ROGERS: DO YOU THINK THE MISMANAGEMENT OF THE WAR, AS YOU CALL IT, 

HAS CAUSED UNNEEDED CASUALTIES AMONG THOSE AMERICANS? 

FORD: I WOULD HESITATE TO MAKE THAT ALLEGATION BECAUSE THIS IS A VERY 

SERIOUS CHARGE, BUT WHERE THERE ARE SHORTAGES OF NEEDED WEAPONS, I'M 

SURE THAT THE MAN IN THE FIELD WHO GOES OUT WITH BOMBS THAT DON'T HAVE 
' FUSES, HAS MANY, MANY, APPREHENSIVE AS TO THE JOB HE'S ABLE TO DO ON 

BEHALF OF OUR COUNTRY. 

BRUBAKER: MR. FORD, HAVE YOU COME UP WITH ANY NEW EXAMPLES OF MIS-

MANAGEMENT? 

FORD:+ SINCE MY ORIGINAL CHARGE, THERE HAS BEEN A NUMBE~ OF OTHERS 

WHO HAVE JOINED IN, li NClUDING HOUSE COMMITTEE ON A~MED SERVICES. I 
I 

BELlEVE SENATOR STENNIS, ON A MAJOR NETWORK, WHEN ASKED A QUESTION 

SAID "THERE IS, AND THERE HAS BEEN, MISMANAGEMH-1 T BY THE DEPT. OF DEFENSE'.' 

I'M CONVINCED THAT AS WE GO DOWN THE ROAD, AND MY MAIL REFLECTS IT WITH 

MOTHERS WRRTING SAYING THAT THEIR SON DIDN' T HAVE THIS, AND WIVES 

WRITING AND SAYING THAT THEIR HUSBANDS DIDN 'T HAVE THIS PARTICULAR 

WEAPON, OR THIS PART OF A WEAPON, ... THERE IS A GRa~ING ACCUMMULATION 

IN AREAS WHERE THERE IS A LEGITIMATE REASON TO CHARGE MIS MANAGEMENT. 
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I JUST HOPE THEY'RE CORRECTIVE BECAUSE THIS INVOLVES LIVES OF 240,000 

AMERICANS WHO PRESIDENT JOHN SON SENT TO VIETNAM LAST YEAR. 

BRUBAKER : WHY HASN'T SENATOR DIRKSEN ASKED FOR YOUR INFORMATION ON 

THESE MI SMANAGEMENT CHARGE S? WHY DOES HE CONTINUE TO ~NSIST THAT HE'LL 

RE LY ON THE SENATE'S INFORMATION? WHY ISN'T THERE REPUBLICAN UNITY OF 

THOUGHT? 

FORD: I CAN ASSURE YOU TH AT SENATOR DIRKSEN AND MYSELF HAVE DISCUSSED 

THIS MATTER ALONG WITH OTHER REPUBLICAN LEADERS AND IT'S MY FEELING 

THAT EVEN THOUGH HE USES DIFFERE NT WORDS, AND I WISH I COULD HAVE THE 

FLON OF LANGUAGE THAT HE HAS, THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR ALLEGATIONS AND 

QUES TIONS ARE EXACTLY THE SAME. AS HE SAID A WEE{ OR SO AGO, AT A 

PRESS CONFERENCE, WHERE, I SUSPECli BOTH OF YOU WERE THE RE, HE IN 

EF FECT, JOINED WITH ME, AND I STAYED WITH HIMo 

BRUBAKER: WHEN YOU WENT BACK HOME DURING THE EASTER RECESS YOU MUST 

DE TECTED GROW ING UNREST AMONG THE PEOPLE ON VIETNAM POLICIES. 

£ORD: I lH1NK THAT'S AN ACCURATE APPRA I SAL OF MY OBSERVATIONS IN TALKING 

WITH PEOP LE AT HOME 'DURING TH E RECESS . WHEN YOU TALK TO EITHER 

DE-MOCRATS OR REPUBLICANS, WHO WERE HOME AT THAT TIME, AND YOU ASK THEM 

WHAT THE QUESTIONS WERE THAT THEY WERE ASKED BY THEIR CONSTITUENTS, ALL 

OF THEM, OR VIRTUALLY ALL, WERE CONCERNED WITH PROBLEMS OF VIETNAM . . 

BRUBAKER: ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THI S ISSUE, SENATO R ROBERT KENNEDY 

FEARS GROW ING ESCALATION OF TH E WAR BECAUSE OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF MIG 21'5 

DOG FIGHTS OVER NORTH VIETNAMo DO YOU HAVE ANY EVIDENCE THAT COMMUNIST 

CHINA'S AIRCRAFT HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN THE SE AIR BATTLES AND DO YOU FEAR 

THE POSSIBILITY OF A DIRECT CONF RONTATION BETWEE N THE UoS . AND COMMUNIST 

CHINA? 

FORD : THERE APPEARS TO BE EVIDENCE OF COMMUNIST AIRCRAFT. I DON'T KNOil 

WHE THER THEY ARE CHINESE BUILT OR SOVIET BUI LT. I DON'T KNOii WHETHER 

THE PILOTS HAVE BEEN TRAINED IN TH E SOVIET UN I ON OR RED CHINA. THEY ARE 
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CERTAINLY AIRCRAFT THAT NORTH VIET NAM COULDN'T BUILD. CERTAINLY THE 

PILOTS COULDN'T HAVE BEEN TRAINE D I N NORTH VIETNAM . SO THERE IS SOME 

INVOLVEMENT FROM EITHER THE SOVIET UNION OR RED ~ I NA o A VAST MAJORITY 

OF GOV'T EXPERTS DO THINK THERE I S NOT A GREA PROBABILITY THAT RED 

CHINA WOULD NOT GET INVOLVED IN THIS CONFLICT DIRECTLY. THIS IS WHAT 

WE'RE lOlD BY PEOPLE VHO TESTIF) BEFORE THE VARIOUS COMMITTEESo 

ROGERS : SINCE THE GULF OF TONKIN INCIDENT A YEAR AND A HALF AGO, THE 

RED CHINESE HAVE BUILT FIVE OR SIX NEW AIRFIELDS ON THE PERIMETER OF 

NOiTHE VIETNAM. THE A!RCRAFT ARE FLYING OUT OF THESE AIRFIELDS FROM 

RED CHINA AND I UNDERSTAND THAT TH E COMMANDANT CONTROL STRUCTURE, 

THE EARLY WARNING SYSTEM, IS N(W INTEG RATED BETWEEN RED CHINA AND 

NORTH VIETNAM. NOW SENATOR KENNEDY ARGUES TH AT WHAT HAPPENS IF AIRCRAFT 

FLYING OUT OF THESE RED CHINESE BASES SHOULD AT TACK OUR AIRCRAFT FLYING 

OVER NORTH VIETNAM, AND UNDER THE DOCT RINE OF HOT PURSUIT, AND WE HAVE SAID 

TIME AND AGAIN THERE IS NO SANCTUARY.ANY MORE, WHA1 HAPPENS IF WE THEN STRIKE 

T HOS E AIR BASES AS WE HAVE TO DO IF WE 'RE GOING TO FOLLOW THIS HOT PURSUIT 

PO LICY, THEN THE RED CHINESE COME BACK AND PERHAPS STRIKE THE TONSANUT (SP) 

AIRP ORT IN SAIGON? ISN'T THAT AN ESCALATION? IS THERE NO END TO THIS? 

WHAT IS YOUR VIEW ON THIS ESCALATION TIT FOR TAT? 

FORD: I THINK THERE IS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY IN THIS AREA THAT YOU'VE 

BEEN DESCR IBING THERE COULD BE SOME ADDITIONAL CONFLICT DIRECTLY BETWEEN 

THE RED CHINESE AND OURSELVES, PARTICULARLY WHEN SECRETAR\ RUSK SAID 

SIX OR NINE MONTHS AGO, THERE WOUL D BE NO SANCT UA RY IF ANOTHER NATION, 

AND HE CERTAINLY IMPLIED RED CHIN A GOT . INTO THIS THI NG IN A VERY ACTIVE 

AND A VERY LARGE WAY, ~Oli'a 

ROGERS : No,J IF THAT'S THE COURSE WE'RE ON, ARE WE GOING TO BE CAUGHT 

WILLY-NILLY ON THIS THING AND ROLL DOWN HILL SO TO SPEAK, WHAT ELSE CAN 

WE DO .... HOW DO WE REVERSE THIS THI NG? 
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FORD: I THINK YOU HAVE TO LOOK AT rr FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE INDIV-

IDUAL PILOT OR CREW.THE PRESIDENT, AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF, HAS DECIDED TO 

SEND THESE PILOTS TO VIETNAM TO DO A JOB ON OUR BEHALF. W~'VE GIVEN THEM 

GOOD ~EAPONS, AND THEIR MILITARY LEADERS HAVE DECIDED THAT THEY HAVE 

THIS PARTICULAR MISSION OR R~SPONSIBILITY. NOW, IF IT'S IMPORTANT FOR 

THEIR <MN LIFE PROTECTION, WE HAVE TO GIVE THEM SOME FLEXIBILITY IN MY · 

JUDGEMENT. 

BRUBAKER: ARE YOU SAYING THIS ISN'T A MATTER TO BE DECIDED HERE IN 

WASHINGTON ... THE DANGER OF ESCALATING THE WAR? 

FORD: I TH INK THE OVERALL, YES. THE PRESIDENT, THE SEC. OF DEFENSE, 

AND THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ASSIGN CERTAIN MISSIONS, THEN THEY HAVE TO 

BEAR THE BASIC RESPONSIBILITY OF WHAT THOSE PILOTS HAVE TO DO FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF THEIR OWN LIVES. 

BRUBAKER:OTHER THAN VIETNAM, WHAT ARE THE OTHER ISSUES AS YOU SEE THEM 

CONGRESSMAN FORD? 

.£ORD: ALL OF THE I NDLCATORS PROVE BEYOND ANY DOUB T TH AT THE INCREASE IN 

COST OF LIVING UNDER THE JOHNS6N-HUMPHREY AQMINISTRATI ON WILL BE THE MAJOR 

DOMESTIC ISSUE IN 1966. 

BRUBAKER: ISN'T THE ADMINISTRATION TAKING ANY STEPS TO PREVENT INFLATION? 

IT SAYS SO. 

FORD: PRESIDENT JOHNSON HAS SAID HE'S TAKING SOME STEPS. HE'S REPRIM-

ANDING HOUSEWIVES ... HE'S CLOBBERING BUSINl;:SSMEN, AND HE IS HITTING, TO 

SOME EXTENT, LABOR LEADERS WHO ARE DEMANDING WAGES ABOVE HIS GUIDELINES, 

BUT THE PRESIDENT IS DOING ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO HIT THE BASIC CAUSE, t,fl\iL 
r ~-;;.\~'~ ~- , • 

ONE OF THE PRIME CAUSES OF INFLATION, WHICH IS THE EXCESSIVE SPENDING a 1:y 
I 

THE FEDERAL GOV'T ON THE NON-MILITARY AREAS~ IT SEEMS TO ME THE PRESIDENT'S 
:1, 
! iJ 

CONDEMNATION OF OTHER PEOPLE, AND QTHEf< SE(iMENTS OF 0-llR- POP.-ULATION WOULD 
i I .. l : 

BE IN BETTER TASTE IF HE WOULD QO THE AREA WHERE HE HAS '" 
( I i, • • i 

COMP~ETE CONTROL~ THE EXCESSIVE SPENDING OF THE FEDERAL GOV'T. 



----------------------------------------

PAGE SEVEN 

J3RUBAKER: MR o FORD, THIS IS ONE POINT THAT SOME DON'T UNDERSTAND ... 

DESPITE THE REPUBLICANS DEMAND FOR A REDUCTION IN SPENDING EARLY LAST 

WEEK WHEN PRESIDENT JOHNSON IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, HAD 

RECOMMENDED A CUT IN THE SCHOOL MILK PROGRAM AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL 

PROGRAMS, REPUBLICANS REFUSED TO GO ALONG o WHY? 

FORD: THIS IS UNDERSTANDABLE. THE SCHOOL. LUNCH PROGRAM IS FOR THE HEALTH 

OF THE POOR PEOPLE IN THE CIT I ES OF TH Is· COUNTRY. THE MILK PROGRAM IS 

ALSO FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE POOR PEOPLE IN THE LARGER METROPOLITAN AREAS. 

THE LAND GRAN T COLLEGE PROGRAM, THE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH PROGRAM .... 

THESE WERE PROGRAMS THAT OVER A PERIOD OF MANY YEARS HAVE PROVEN TO BE 

BENEFICIAL TO THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE AND TO THOSE LEAST ABL[ TO TAKE CARE 

OF THEMSELVES . IT WAS JUST POOR POLITICS ON THE PART OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

TO CUT THESE ESTABLISHED PROGRAMS THAT HAD DONE A JOB, AND THEN TAKE THAT 

MONEY AND THROW I T INTO THESE GREAT SOCIETY PROGRAMS WHICH ARE UNPROVEN, 

WHICH HAVE: NOT WORKEO, WHICH ARE COSTLY AND WHICH IN MANY INSTANCES, ARE 

NOT HELPING THE POOR . WE JUST THINK THE Housa OF REPRESENTATIVES USED ITS 

OWN JUDGEMENT, AS IT SHOULD, TO HELP THOSE PROGRAMS THAT HAVE PROVEN 

BENEFICIAL RATHER THAN GAMBLE ON SOME OF THESE GREAT SOCIETY PROGRAMS 

WHERE THE POOR AND OTHERS HAVE NOT REALLY GOT ANY HELP AND ASSISTA~CE? ~ 

ROGERS: TO GO BACK TO AN EARLIER TOPIC, AS ONE OF THE CHIEF CRITICS OF 

SEC. MACNAMARA, YOU HAVE ACCUSED HIM OF MISMANAGEMENT AND ONE THING OR 

ANOTHER, YE·r, AT THE SAME TIME, WHEN SOMEBO DY ASKED YOU IF YOU THOUGHT HE 

OUGHT TO BE GOTTEN RID OF, YOU SAID "NO, YOU SHOULDN'T CHANGE HORSES IN 

MID-STREAM. NOW, ISN'T THIS A PRETTY GOOD SLOGAN FO R PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

AND THE DEMOCRATS. TO USE IN THE UP-COMING ELECTION WITH RESPECT TO ALL 

OF CONGRESS? 

FORD: I THINK IT'S DIFFERENT WARREN, BE\CAUSETHE CONGRESS IS NOT IN THE 

DAY-TO-DAY MANAGEMENT OF THE CONFLICT I~ VIETNAM, THE CONGRESS IS SUPPOSED 

TO BE INDEPENIDENT BODY THAT CHECKS AND BALAN CES THE ACTIONS OF THE 
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EXECUTIVE BRANCH 0~ THE GOV'To THE CONGRESS IS SUPPOSED TO PASS LAWS, 

TO INVESTIGATE AND TO KEEP THE PRESIDENT FROM GETTING AND USING TOO 

MUCH POWERo THE .CONGRESS IN 1965 AND 1966, A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS, HAS 

BEEN PRETTY MUCH A PAWN OR A PUWPET IN THE HANDS OF THE WHiTE HOUSE 

SO I THINK THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, IF THEY WANT A REAL CHECKREIN B~OUG~T 

ABOUT THE EXCESSIVE USE OF THE TREMENDOUS USE OF POWER IN THE WHIT~ HOUSE 

THEY HAD BETTER ELECT MORE RE PUB LI CAN SENATORS TO CONGRESS. 

ROGERS; YOU'RE THE LEADER IN THE HOUSE, SENATOR DIRKSEN IS THE LEADER 

IN THE SENATE; DESPITE WHAT YOU SAY, WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, I THINK YOU 

DON'T AGREE ON VIETNAM, I THINK THAT WHAT WE SEE IN THE REPUIYLICAN PARTY 

NCM ,. WH!CH IS ASKING THE PEOPLE TO GIVE IT CONTROL OF CONGRESS, THAT WHAT 

WE SEE IS THE OLD BUSINESS OF BEING SPLIT DONN THE MIDDLE AND FIGHTING 

FOR HARMONY AS NEAR AS I CAN TELL. YOU DON'T HAVE A SI~GLE LEADERSHIP 

OF LEFT, RIGHT, MIDDLE, IT SEEMS TO ME THERE IS A GREAT DISPARITY AMONG 

REPUB LICANS. AS A MINORITY PARTY, HCM ARE YOU GOING TO PULL THIS GREAT 

THING TOGETHER, AND GO BEFORE THE PEOPLE AND CONVINCE THEM THAT THEY 

SHOULD GIVE YOU CONGRESS? 

FORD: FIRST, LET ME SAY THAT WE, SENATOR DIRKSEN AND I, WERE THE PRINCIPAL 

SPONSORS OF WHAT WE CALL THE COORDINATING COMfflITTE WHICH IS COMPO~tb e~ 
REPUBLICAN GO VERNORS, MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE, CANDIDAJES FOR 

THE PRESIDENCY, AND THIS RE~UBLICAN COORDINA11NG COMMITTEE HAS DONE A 

WONDERFU L JOB OF PULLING THE PARTY TOGETHER, WHERE WE'VE HAD SOME G00D · 

STATEMENTS ON THE CONFLICT ON VIETNAM, ON INFLATION AND RELATED MATTERS. 

LET ME TURN THE POINT OVER, THERE IS AMNIMUM OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN -THE 

REPUBL ICANS IN THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE AND ELSEWHE RE. CONTRAST THAT IF 

YOU WILL WITH THE DISUNITY, AND THE DISARRAY, AND THE BI TTER BACK-BI T'!,NG 

IN THE SENATE AMONG DEMOCRATS. THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN THE SENATE -IS 

TORN ASUNDER WITH DISUNITY AND IT'S IMPORTANT TO POINT OUT THAT THEY 

ARE DISUN IFIED ON THE BASIC ISSUE OF HON TO ACH EIVE THE PEACE AND MAINTAIN 
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NATI ONAL SE CURITY AND I DON'T THI NK THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL WANT A 

MAJOR ITY PAR TY KN THE CONGRES S THAT IS SPLIT ALL OVER THE LOT ON THIS 

ISSUE OF PEACE AND NATIONAL SECURITY. 

BRUBAKER: SPEAKING OF PEACE AND NATIONAL SECURITY, THERE WERE REPORTS 

EARLIER THIS WEEK THAT THE ADMINI STRATION HAS BEEN UR~ING WEST GERMANY 

TO ABANDO N EVEN NOMINAL CONTROL OVER NUCLEAR WEAPONS - SAY A MULTI-LATERAL 

UC~EAR FORCE . IS THERE ANY SLSSTANCE TO THE REPORT AND CAN THIS KIND OF 

THING BE AN liSSUE FOR THE REPU8LICANS? 

_fQRD: THE WHOLE PROBLEN OF NAT O IS A VERY SERIOUS ONE TO THE NATION AND 

TO THE WES TERN ~-IORlD, I PERSONALLY DON'T HAVE ANY KNOWLBDGE AS TO WHETHER 

OR NOT THE ADMINISTRATION IS GOING TO TOTALLY BACK OFF OF THE MLF .. . THEY 

CERTA INLY HAVE NOT BEEN VERY ACTIVE IN PROMOTING IT, NOT AS ACTIVE AS THEY 

WERE A FEW MONTHS OR A YEAR AGO. I HAVE THE FEELING THAT THE ADMINISTRATION 

IS CONFOUN DED BY THE MULTITUDE OF PROBLEMS IN NATO AND THEY REALLY AREN'T 

DOING VERY MUCH ABOUT IT, AND TRAGICAUY, THIS IS HURTING NATO AND IT'S 

HURTING OUR EFFORT TO MAINTAIN THE KIND OF STRENGTH WE NEED AGAINST 

POSS IBLE SOVIET AGGRESSION IN WEST ERN EUROPE . 

BRUBAKER: WHAT DIRECTION SHOULD REPUBLICANS TAKE? SHOULD THEY DO MORE 

TO ACCO MMODATE DE GAULLE FOR EXAMPLE? 

FORD: IT SEEMS TO ME YOU SHOULDN'T POINT A FINGER AT DE GAULLE AND BLAME 

HIM FOR EVERYTHING AS SOME PEOPLE APPARENTLY DO. I'M SURE THAT OVER A 

PERIOD OF YEARS, REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC ADMINISTRATIONS , WE HAVEN'T 

DONE AS MU CH AS WE SHOULD TO TRY ~O KEEP DE GAULLE WITH US, AND NOW WE 

F!ND THAT THERE IS A TENDENCY ON THE PART OF THE ADMINISTRATION TO BLAME 

AL L THE. EVIL:::$. Of NAro ON DE GAULLE. THERE MUST BE SOME 1-IAY THAT WE CAN 

FIND A FORMULA TO BRING FRANCE AND DE GAULLE INT O THE NATO OPERATION SO 

THAT IT'S NOT TORN ASUNDER ... so TH AT WE DON'T HAVE TO SPEND TWO BILLION 

DOLLARS MORE TO BUILD THESE ADDITDNAL MILITARY FACILITIES TO GIVE OUR 

FORCES THE- KIND OF OPE~ATIONAL CAPABILITY TH EY NEED. 
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ROGERS: A MOMENT AGO YOU TALK ED ABOUT THE DEMOCRATS BEING DISCOM3OBULATED 

AMONG THEMSELVES ... HOW DO YOU PLAN TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS AND HON 

MAN Y SEATS DO YOU THINK YOU ' LL PICK UP IN THE NOVEMBER ELECTION? 

FORD: SENATOR THRUSTON MORT ON IS BY FAR A BETTER WITNESS ON Ho,./ MANY 

SEATS WE'LL P!CK UP . HE ESTI MATES BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX AND I THINK HE 

IS THE BEST ONE TO ANSWER WHAT STRATEGY THEY WILL USE IN TRYING TO 

ACHE ll VE . TH IS. 

ROGERS :LET ME ASK ;YOU AB OUT THE HOUS~ THEN ... NORMALLY IN AN OFF YEAR 

EIL.E CTliON, THE OUT-OF-POWER PA RTY !PICKS UP ABOUT ~7 SEATS .. THAT'S ABOUT 

AVE RAGE.WILL YOU BE ABLE TO HI T THIS AVERAGE ... DO YOU THINK YOU'LL GET 

MORE OIR LESS? 

FORD: WARREN, I THI NK WE'll PI CK UP 40 OR MORE HOUSE SEATS FOR THE 

REPUBLICANS. SENATOR DI RKSEN SAYS 50 OR MORE. WE DISAGREE IN THIS AREA. 

I HOPE THAT HRS ESTIMATE IN THI S CASE IS MORE ACCURATE THAN MINE. I'M 

WILLING TO ADM IT THAT THE POS SIBILITY EXISTS THAT WE CAN PICK UP 50 SEATS 

'il"HROUGHOVlTHE U.S. 
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BRUBAKER: CONGRESSMAN FORD, AS REPUBLICAN LEADER IN THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES, DO YOU BELIVE THAT VIETNAM WILL BE THE NUMBER ONE 

POLITICAL ISSUE IN THIS ELECTION YEAR? 

FORD: IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE PROBLEMS IN VIETNAM WI LL BE MADE THE 

MAJOR POLITICAL ISSUE BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE BETWEE~ No.1' AND NOVEMBER 
tP--- '-d" 

8TH. I FEEL THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF UNCERTAINTY DISSATISFACTION~ 

mD- THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED. A~ RESULT, IT WILL 

UNDdU3TEDLY BE THE MAJOR POLITICAL ISSUE ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT. 

ROGERS: MR.FORD, YOU SAY YOU B~LIEVE THE VOTERS WILL MAKE VIETNAM 

THE MAJOR ISSUE IN THE UPCOMING ELECTION CAMPAIGN. LET ME ASK YOU, 

DO YOU THINK THAT WHETHER THE REPUBLICANS WIN LARGE NUMBERS dF SEATS 

OR NOT, WHETHER THIS DEPENDS PRIMARILY UPON THE ISSUE OF VIETNAM? 

FORD: NO, I DON~T THINK THE VOTE~S DECISIONS ON THE PROS AND CONS, 

THE MANAGEMENT OR MISMANAGEMENT, OF THE CONFLICT IN VIETNAM WILL BE 

THE DECIDING FACTO R. THERE ARE ENOUGH OTHER ISSUES WARREN, THAT WILL 

CONCERN THE AMERICAN PEOPLE; THE INCREASE IN THE COST OF LIVING UNDER 

THE JOHNSON-HUMPHREY ADMINISTRATION, THE LACK OF CREDIBILITY IN MANY 

AREAS, THE NEED ON THE PART OF THE PUBLIC TO RESTORE TWO-PARTY GOV'T 

IN AMERICA, THE OTHER AREAS OF MISMANAGEMENT AND LACK OF PROPER ADMIN-

ISTRATION . . . THESE ARE THINGS THAT WILL ALSO HAVE SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

ON THE AMERICAN VOTERS. 

ROGERS: LET ME ASK YOU A CRYSTAL BALL QUESTION ... WHAT DO YOU THINK IS 

GOING TO HAPPEN IN VIETNAM BETWEEN NCM AND THE ELECTION? 

FORD: WARREN, I WISH, AS AN AMERICAN, I COULD GI VE YOU AN ANSWER.~. 

AN ANSWER THAT WOULD MEAN THAT THE ll 5 W Olli D HAYE ACHE I VE D AN HON ORAB LE 

PEACE, A PERMANENT SOLUTION WHICH WOULD PERMIT THE 

PERSONNEL TO WITHDRAW, YET LEAVE OUR OVERALL POSITION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

ONE OF STRENGTH. THIS IS WHAT I HOPE. I BELI EVE THAT OUR AMERICAN POLICY, 
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BOTH MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC MUST BE AIMED AT THAT OBJECTIVE o 

~OGERS: YOU'VE BEEN VERY CRITICAL OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE WAR. YOU'VE 

TALKED ABOUT SHORTAGES, ETC., BLAMED MR. MACNAMARA FOR DOING WHAT YOU 

CONSIDER AN INADEQUATE JOB. GIVEN THIS CRITICISM, WHICH YOUCBVIOUSLY 

BELIEVE, HO,,/ CAN WE HOPE TO AC~E ANY SORT OF sy~CESS lo THE POINT 

WHERE WE COULD WI TH DRAW FR0t1 VI ET NAM? 

FORD: EVEN THOUGH I THINK THERE IS CONSIDERABLE EVIQENCE OF WHAT I 

HAVE DESCRIBED AS MISMANAGEMENT, SENATOR DIRKSEK HAS DESCRIBED IT 

SOMEWHAT DIFFERENTLY, BUT THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR QUESTIONS OR OUR ALLEGAT-

IONS ARE THE SAME. DESPITE THESE MISTAKES IN JUDGEMENT, WHEN YOU 

CONSIDER THE FACT THAT SECRETARY MACNAMARA HAS HAD OVER 50 BILLION 

DOLLARS A YEAR FOR THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS, AND WHEN YOU CONSIDER THE 

FACT ,THAT WE HAVE ALL THE OTHER POtlER IN THE ARMY, THE NAVY AND THE 

AIR FORCE, WE' RE BOUND TO BE SUCCESSFUL IF THE PROPER MILITARY MEANS 

_ARE USED . 

ROGERS: SINCE YO U BEGAN YOUR CRITICISM, SECRETARY MACNAMARA HAS COME 

BACK AS HE ALWAYS DOES IN A DEBATE, WITH THOUSANDS UPON TttOUSAN DS OF 

STATISTICS . HE TALKS ABOUT BILLIONS OF BULLETS BEING AVAILABLE . o. 

FORD: MOST OF THEM IRREVELANTlD TH E G.I. OUT IN THE FIE LD . .. . . 

ROGERS: NOW ARE YOU STILL FIRMLY CONVINCED lf-AT HE IS MISMANAGING 

THIS WAR AND THE RESULTANT SHORTAGES? 

SWAYED YOU FROM YOUR ORIGINAL CRITICISM? 

HAS HIS ARGUMENT IN ANY WAY 

FORD: THE SNOW JOB THAT SECRETARY MACNAMARA GIVES TO THE CONGRESS 

AND OTHERS WHEN HE'S QUESTIONED, .... THIS TACT IC ON HIS PART HAS NOT 

CONV I NCED ME THAT THERE ARE NOT AREAS WHERE A BETT ER JOB COULD BE DONE. 

THE FINE REPORTER IN SAIGON FOR THE NEW YORK TI MES MADE AL~EGATJONS OF 

MISMANAGEMENT WHEN HE SAID THERE WERE BOMB FUSE SHORTAGES. THE NEW 

YORK TIMES WAS APPARENTLY CONVINCED OF THE ACCURACY OF THIS BECAUSE 

THEY WROTE AN EDITORIAL SUPPORTING THEIR REP ORTER AND CONTAAD I CTED 
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SECRETARY MACNAMARA. THE HOUSE COMMI TTEE ON ARMED SERVICES WHICH IS 

A DEMOCRATIC CONTROLLED COMMITTEE , RECENTLY CAME OUT WITH A REPORT, 

VERY SEVERELY CRITICIZING SEC . MACNAMARA FOR HIS DECISIONS TO CUT BACK 

B-52'S, TO REDUCE B-58 1 S AND NOT TO MOVE INTO A HIGH PERFORMANCE 

STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND AJ.RCRAFT. I THINK YOU'RE GOING TO FINO AN 

ACCUMMUlATION OF INSTANCES WHERE THERE HAS BEBN MISMANAGEMENT. LET ME 

ADD THIS, THOSE IN THE PRESS LIKE YOURSELF, THE AMERICAN CONGRESS, 

THE AMERICA'W PEOPLE, HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO KEEP THE SPOTLIGHT ON 

SECRETARY MACNAMARA AND THE DEFENSE DEPT. FOR ONE SllNGLE REASON. WE 

HAVE NOW, ~~
2

A
6

MERICAN G. I. 'S STATIONED IN VIETNAM, ORDERED :y THE 
I( :::=--· 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIE F, AND IT'S OUR RESPONSIBRLITY, COLLECTIVELY, TO 

MAKE SURE THEY GET THE WEAPONS THAT ARE NEEDED ON TIME. 

ROGERS: DO YOU THllNK THE MISMANAGEMENT OF THE WAR, AS YOU CALL IT, 

HA? CAUSED UNNEEDED CASUAlTIES AMONG THOSE AMERICANS? 

FORD: I WOU LD HESITATE TO MAKE THAT ALLEGATION BECAUSE THIS IS A VERY 

SERIOUS CHARGE , BUT WHERE THERE ARE SHORTAGES OF NEEDED WEAPONS, I'M 

SURE THAT THE MAN IN THE FIELD WHO GOES OUT WITH BOMBS THAT DON'T HAVE 
p~ FUSES, HAS MANY, MANY, APPREHENSL~~A~ TO THE JOB HE'S ABLE TO DO ON 

BEHALF OF OUR COUNTRY. 

BRUBAKER: MR. FORD, HAVE YOU COME UP WITH ANY NEW l;XAMPLES OF MIS-

MANAGEMENT? 

FORD:+ SINCE MY ORIGINAL CHARGE, THERE HAS BEEN A NUMBER OF OTHERS 

WHO HAVE JOINED IN, INCLUDING HOUSE COMMITTEE ON A'MED SERVICES. I 
I. 

BELlEVE SENATOR STENNIS, ON A MAJOR NET}"ORK, WHEN ASKED A QUESTION 

SAID 11 THERE IS, AND THERE HAS BEEN, MISMANAGEME NT BY THE DEPT. OF DEFENSE'.' 

I'M CONVINCED THAT AS WE GO DOWN THE ROAD, AND MY MAIL REFLECTS IT WI TH 

MOTHERS WRITING SAYING THAT THEIR SON DIDN 'T HAVE THIS, AND WIVES 

WRITING AND SAYING THAT THEIR HUSBANDS DIDN 'T HAVE THIS PARTICULAR 

WEAPON, OR THIS PART OF A WEAPON, ... THERE I S A GRa~ING ACCUMMULATION 

IN AREAS WHERE THERE IS A LEGITIMATE REASON TQ..:_Qj_PRGE MISMANAGEMENT. -;:----------------------':..__::,___ • -
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I JUST HOPE THEY'RE CORRECV.~BECAUSE THIS INVOLVESfiVES OF 240,000 

AMERICANS WHO~RESIDENT JOHNSON SENT TO VIETNAM LAST YEAR. 

BRUBAKER: WHY HASN'T SENATOR DIRKSEN ASKED FOR YOUR INFORMATION ON 

THESE MISMANAGEMENT CHARGES? WHY DOES HE CONTINUE TO 1NSIST THAT HE'LL 

RELY ON THE SENATE'S INFORMATION? WHY ISN'T THERE REPUBLICAN UNITY OF 

FORD: I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT SENATOR DIRKSEN AND MYSELF HAVE DISCUSSED 

THIS MATTER ALONG WXTH OTHER REPUBLICAN LEADERS AND lT'S MY FEELING___ 

THAT EVEN THOUGH HE USES DIFFERENT WORDS, AND I WISH I COULD HAVE THE 

FL<M OF LANGUAGE THAT HE HAS, THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR ALLEGATIONS AND 

QUESTIONS ARE EXAC TLY THE SAME. AS HE SAID A WEEi OR SO AGO, AT A 

PRESS CONFERENCE, WHERE, I SUSPECT~ BOTH OF YOU WERE THERE, HE IN 

EFFECT, JOINED WX TH ME, AND I STAYED WITH HIM. 

BRUBAKER: WHEN YOU WENT BACK HOME DURING THE EASTER RECESS YOU MUST 

DETECTED GRCM ING UNRES T AMONG THE PEOPLE ON VIEfNAM POLICIES. 

-

_EORD: I JH li NK THAT 'S AM ACCURATE APPRAISAL bF MY OBSERVATIONS IN TALKING 

WITH PEOPLE AT HOME DURING THE RECESS . WHEN YOU TALK TO EITHER 

DEMOCRATS OR REPUBLICANS, WHO WERE HOME AT THAT TIME, AND YOU ASK THEM 

WHAT THE QUEST I ONS WERE THAT THEY WERE ASKED BY THEIR CONSTITUENTS, ALL 

OF THEM, OR VIRTUALLY ALL, WERE CONCERNED WITH PROBLEMS OF VIETNAM. 

BRUBAKER: ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THIS ISSUE, SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY 

FEARS GROWING ESCALATION OF THE WAR BECAUSE OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF MIG 21 1 S 

vv~ DOG FIGHTS OVER NORTH VIETNAM. DO YOU HAVE ANY EVIDENCE THAT COMMUNIST 

CHINA'S AIRCRAFT HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN THESE AIR BATTLES AND DO YOU FEAR 

THE POSSIBILITY OF A DIRECT CONFRONTATION BETWEE N THE U.S. AND COMMUNIST 

CHINA? 

FORD: THERE APPEARS TO BE EVIDENCE OF COMMUNIST AIRCRAFT. I DON'T KNCM 

WHETHER THEY ARE CHINESE BUILT OR SOVIET BUILT. I DON'T KN0.-1 WHETHER 

THE PILOTS HAVE BEEN TRAINED IN THE SOVIET UN I ON OR RED CHINA. THEY ARE 
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CERTAINLY AIRCRAFT THAT NORTH VI ETNAM COULDN'T BUILD. CERTAINLY THE 

PILOTS COULDN'T HAVE BEEN TRAI NED I N NORTH VIETNAM. SO THERE IS SOME 

INVOLVEMENT FROM EITHER THE SOVU ET UNION OR RED ~ I NA . A VAST MAJORITY 

OF GOV ' T EXPERTS DO THINK THE RE I S NOT A GRE ;j::p ROBABILITY THAT RED 

CHINA WOULD NOT GET INVOLVED I N THIS CONFLICT DIRE CTLY. THIS IS WHAT 

WE'RE TOLD BY PEOPLE VHO TESTI Fl BEFORE THE VAR I OUS COMMITTEES . 

ROGERS: SINCE THE GULF OF TONK IN INCIDENT A YEAR AND A HALF AGO, THE 

RED CHINESE HAVE BUILT FIVE OR S I X NEW AIRFIELDS ON THE PERIMETER OF 

NOITH. VIETNAM. THE AIRCRAFT ARE FLYING OUT OF THESE AIRFIELDS FROM 

RED CHINA AND I UNDERSTAND THAT THE COMMANDAN T CONTROL STRUCTURE, 

THE EARLY WARNING SYSTEM, IS NCW I NTEGRATED BE TW EEN RED CHINA AND 

NORTH VIETNAM. NOW SENATOR KENNEDY ARGUES TH AT WHAT HAPPENS IF AIRCRAFT 

FLYING OUT OF THESE RED CHINESE BAS ES SHOULD ATTAC K OUR AI RCRAFT FLYING 

OVER NORTH VIETNAM, AND UNDER THE DOCT RINE OF HOT PURSUIT, AND WE HAVE SAID 

TI ME AND AGA IN THERE IS NO SANCTUARY. ANY MORE, WHA1 HAPPENS IF WE THEN STRIKE 

T HOSE AIR BASES AS WE HAVE 'TO DO IF WE'RE GOING TO FOLLOW THIS HOT PURSUIT 
' 

PO LICY, THEN THE RED CHINESE COME BACK AND PERHAPS STRIKE THE TONSANUT (SP) 

AIRPORT IN SAIGON? ISN'T THAT AN ESCA LATION? IS THERE NO END TO THIS? 

WHAT IS YOUR VIEW ON THIS ESCALATI ON TIT FOR TAT? 

FO RD: I THINK THERE KS A DISTINCT POSSIBIL I TY I N THIS AREA THAT YOU'VE 

BEEN DESCRIBING THERE COULD BE SOME ADDITIONAL CON FL I CT DI RECTLY BETWEEN 

THE RED CHINESE AND OURSELVES, PARTICULARLY WHEN SECRE TAR\ RUSK SAID 

SIX OR NINE MON THS AGO, THERE WOUL D BE NO SANCTUA RY I F ANOTHER NATION, 

AND HE CERTAINLY IMPLIED RED CHI NA GOT INTO THI S THI NG I N A VERY ACTIVE 

AN D A VERY LARGE WAY, 

RO GERS: NOA IF THAT'S THE COURS E WE'RE ON, ARE WE GOING TO BE CAUGHT 

WILLY-NILLY ON THIS THING AND ROLL DOwN HILL SO TO SPEAK, WHAT ELSE CAN 

WE DO .... HOW DO WE REVERSE THIS TH ING? 
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FORD: I THINK YOU HAVE TO LOOK AT rr FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE INDIV-

IDUAL PILOT OR CREW.THE PRESIDENT, AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF, HAS DECIDED TO 

SEND THESE PILOTS TO VIETNAM TO DO A JOB ON OUR BEHALF. W~'VE GIVEN THEM 

GOOD ~EAPONS, AND THEIR MILITARY LEADERS HAVE DECIDED THAT THEY HAVE 

THIS PARTICULAR MISSION OR R~SPONSIBILITY. NOW, IF IT'S IMPORTANT FOR 

THEIR Ot'JN LIFE PROTECTION, WE HAVE TO GIVE THEM SOME FLEXIBILITY IN MY " 

JUDGEMENT. 

BRUBAKER: ARE YOU SAYING THIS ISN'T A MATTER TO BE DECIDED HERE IN 

WASHINGTON ... THE DANGER OF ESCALATING THE WAR? 

FORD: I TH INK THE OVERALL, YES. THE PRESIDENT, THE SEC. OF DEFENSE, 

AND THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ASSIGN CERTAIN MISSIONS, THEN THEY HAVE TO 

BEAR THE BASIC RESPONSIBILITY OF WHAT THOSE PILOTS HAVE TO DO FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF THEIR OWN LIVES. 

BRUBAKER:OTHER THAN VIETNAM, WHAT ARE THE OTHER ISSUES AS YOU SEE THEM 
I 

CONGRESSMAN FORD? 

_fORD: ALL OF THE INDICATORS PROVE BEYOND ANY DOU3 T THAT THE INCREASE IN 

COST OF LIVING UNDER THE JOHNS6N-HUMPHREY AOM.INISTRATION WILL BE THE MAJOR 

DOMESTIC ISSUE IN 1966. 

BRUBAKER: ISN'T THE ADMINISTRATION TAKING ANY STEPS TO PREVENT INFLATION? 

IT SAYS SO. 

FORD: PRESIDENT JOHNSON HAS SAID HE'S TAKING SOME STEPS. HE'S REPRIM-

ANDING HOUSEWIVES ... HE'S CLOBBERING BUSINESSMEN, AND HE IS HITTING, TO 

SOME EXTENT, LABOR LEADERS WHO ARE DEMANDING WAGES ABOVE HIS GUIDELINES, 

BUT THE PRESIDENT IS DOING ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO HIT THE BASIC CAUSE, t11!f&!~1:. 
:·<J>'·, 

ONE OF THE PRIME CAUSES OF INFLATION, WHICH IS THE EXCESSIVE SPENDING BLY 

THE FEDERAL GOV'T ON THE NON-MILITARY AREAS. IT SEEMS TO ME THE PRESIDENT'S 

CONDEMNATION OF OTHER PEOPLE, AND QTHE~ SE~MENTS OF OUR PO.P\.IL.AT I ON W Ot;Jl,..D 
' 1' \. 

BE IN BETTER TASTE IF HE WOULD .Qe1 ·stME~,~(;·:. AB our THE AREA WHERE HE HAS 1
; 

' Ii • l, I I 

COMP~ETE CONTROL~ THE EXCESSIVE SPENDING OF THE FEDERAL GOV'T. 
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_!3RUBAKER: MR o FORD, THIS IS ONE POINT THAT SOME DON'T UND&RSTAND ... 

DESPITE THE REPUBLICANS DEMAND FOR A REDUC TI ON IN SPENDING EARLY LAST 

WEEK WHEN PRES IDEN T JOHNSON IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, HAD 

RECOMMENDED A CUT IN THE SCHOOL MILK PROGRAM AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL 

PROGRAMS, RE PUBLICANS RE FUSED TO GO ALONG . WHY? 

FORD: TH I S I S UN DERSTANDABLE. TH E SCH OO L LllN CH PROGRAM IS FOR THE HEALTH 

OF THE POOR PEOPLE I N THE CITIES OF THI S- CO UN TRY. THE MILK PROGRAM IS 

ALSO FOR TH E BENEFIT OF THE POOR PE OP LE I N TH E LARGER METROPOLITAN AREAS. 

THE LAND GRANT COLLEGE PROGRAM, TH E AG RICULTURAL RESEARCH PROGRAM .... 

THESE WERE PROGRAMS THAT OVER A PERIOD OF MANY YE ARS HAVE PROVEN TO BE 

BENEFICIAL TO THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE AND TO THOSE LEAST ABL[ TO TAKE CARE 

OF THEMSE LVE S. IT WAS JUST POOR POLITICS ON THE PART OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

TO CUT THES E ESTABLISHED PROGRAMS THAT HAD DONE A J OB , AND THEN TAKE THAT 

MONEY AND THROW IT INTO THESE GREAT SOCI ETY PROGRAMS WHICH ARE UNPROVEN, 

WHICH HAV E" NOT W0RKEO, ' WHICH ARE COSTLY AND WHICH IN MAN Y I NSTANCES, ARE 

NOT HELP ING THE POOR . WE JUST THINK THE HOUSR OF REP RESENTAT IVES USED ITS 

OWN JUDGEMEN T, AS IT SHOULD, TO HEL P THOSE PROG RAMS THAT HAVE PROVEN 

BENEFIC I AL RATHER THAN GAfvlBLE ON SOME OF THESE GREAT SOCIE TY PROGRAMS 

WHERE THE POOR AND OTHERS HAVE NOT REALLY GOT ANY HELP AND ASSISTA~CE~ ; 

ROGERS: TO GO BACK TO AN EARLIER TOPIC , AS ON E OF THE CHIEF CRITICS OF 

SEC. MACNAMARA, YOU HAVE ACCUSED HI M OF MISMAN AGEMENT AND ONE THING OR 

ANOTHER, YE·r, AT THE SAME TIME, WHEN SOMEBODY ASKED YOU IF YOU THOUGHT HE 

OUGHT TO BE GOTTEN RID OF, YOU SA i D "NO , YO U SHOULDN'T CHANGE HORSES IN 

MID-STREAM . NOW, ISN'T THIS A PRETTY GOOD SLOGAN FO R PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

AND THE DEMO CRAT~ TO USE IN THE UP-C OM ING ELECTION WIT H RESPECT TO ALL 

OF CONGRESS ? 

FORD: I THINK IT'S DIFFERENT WARRE N, BE \CAUSETH E CONGRESS IS NOT IN THE 

DAY-TO-DAY MANAGEMENT OF THE CONFLI CT IN VIETNAM, THE CONGRESS IS SUPPOSED 

TO BE INDEPENIDENT BODY THAT CHECKS AND BALANCE S THE ACTI ONS OF THE 
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EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE G0V'T. THE CONGRESS IS SUPPOSED TO PASS LAWS, 

TO INVESTIGATE AND TO KEEP THE PRESIDENT FROM GETTING AND USING TOO 

MUCH POWER o THE .C0N1qRESS IN 1965 ANO 1966, A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS, HAS 

BEEN PRETTY MUCH A PAWN OR A PUWPET IN THE HANDS OF THE WHlT~ HOUSE 

SO I THINK THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, IF THEY WANT A REAL CHECKREIN BiOUG~T 

ABOUT THE EXCESSIVE USE OF THE TREMENDOUS USE OF POWER IN THE WHIT~ HOUSE 

THEY HAD BETTER ELECT MORE REPUBLICAN SENATORS TO CONGRESS. 

ROGERS; YOU'RE THE LEADER IN THE HOUSE, SENATOR DIRKSEN IS THE LEADER 

IN THE SEHATE; DESPITE WHAT YOU SAY, WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, I THINK YOU 

DON'T AGREE ON VIETNAM, I THINK THAT WHAT WE SEE IN THE REPU!YLICAN PARTY 

NCM ,. WHICH XS ASKING THE PEOPLE TO GIVE IT CONTROL OF CONGRESS, THAT WHAT 

WE SEE IS THE OlD BUSINESS OF BEING SPLIT D01N THE MIDDLE AND FIGHTING 

FOR HARMONY AS NEAR AS I CAN TELL. YOU DON'T HAVE A SI~GLE LEADERSHIP 

OF LEFT, RIGHT, MIDDLE, IT SEEMS TO ME THERE IS A GREAT DISPARITY AMONG 

REPUB LICANS. AS A MINORITY PARTY, HQ,,/ ARE YOU GOING TO PULL THIS GREAT 

THING TOGETHER, AND GO BEFORE THE PEOPLE AND CONVINCE THEM THAT THEY 

SHOULD GIVE YOU CONGRESS? 

FORD: FIRST, LET ME SAY THAT WE, SENATOR DIRKSEN AND I, WERE THE PRINCIPAL 

SPONSORS OF WHAT WE CALL THE COORDINATING COMfflITTE WHICH IS COMPO~~b b~ 
REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS, MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE, CANDIDAJES FOR 

THE PRESIDENCY, AND THIS RE~UBLICAN COORDINAllNG COMMITTEE HAS DONE A 

WONDERFUL JOB OF PULLING THE PARTY TOGETHER, WHERE WE'VE HAD SOME GOOD · 

STATEMENTS ON THE CONFLICT ON VIETNAM, ON INFLATION AND RELATED MATTERS. 

LET ME TURN THE POINT OVER, THERE IS AMNIMUM OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
.. . . I 

REPUBLICANS IN THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE AND ELSEWHERE. CONTRAST THAT IF 

YOU WILL WITH THE DXSUN!TY, AND THE DISARRAY, AND THE BITTE 

IN THE SENATE AMONG DEMOCRATS. THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN THE 
' TORN ASUNDER WITH DISUNITY AND IT'S IMPORTANT TO POINT OUT T~AT TH6Y 

ARE DISUN IFIED ON THE BASIC ISSUE OF Ha-., TO ACHEIVE THE PEACE AND MAINT N 



PAGf: NINE 

' NATIONAL SECURITY AND I DON'T THINK lHE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL WANT A I 
::~::,:: ::::: ::DT::T:::::E::c::::y:s SPLIT ALL OVER THE LOT ON THIS 

BRUBAKER: SPEAKliNG OF PEACE AND NATIONAL SECURITY, THERE WERE REPORTS 

EAR LIER THIS WEEK THAT THE ADMI NISTRATION HAS BEEN UR,ING WEST GERMANY 

TO ABAN DON EVEN NOMINAL CONT RO L OVER NUCLEAR WEAPONS - SAY A MULTI-LATERAL 

UC~EAR FORCE . IS THERE ANY SLBSTANCE TO THE REPORT AND CAN THIS KIND OF 

THING BE AN ISSUE FOR THE REPUBLI CANS? 

FORD: 'HIE WHOLE PROBLEM Of NATO IS A VERY SERIOUS ONE TO THE NATION AND ----
TO THE WES TERN ~-IORl.D, li PERSONALLY DON'T HAVE ANY KNOWLBDGE AS TO WHETHER 

OR NO T THE ADMINISTRATION IS GOI NG TO TOTALLY BACK OFF OF THE MLF ... THEY 

CERTAIN LY HAVE NOT BEEN VERY ACTI VE IN PROMOTING IT, NOT AS ACTIVE AS THEY 

WERE A FEW MONTHS OR A YEAR AGO. I HAVE THE FEELING THAT THE ADMINISTRATI 

IS CON FOUNDED BY THE MULTITUDE OF PROBLEMS IN NATO AND THEY REALLY AREN'T 

DO ING VERY MUCli ABOUT UT, AND TR AGICALI.Y, THIS IS HURTING NATO AND IT'S 

HURTING OUR EFFORl TO MAINTAIN THE KIND OF STRENGTH WE NEED AGAINST 
' POSS IBLE SOVIET AGGRESSION I RN EUROPE. 

RRUBAKER: WHAT DlRECTllON SHOUL D REPUBLICANS TAKE? SHOULD THEY DO MORE 

TO AC COMMODATE DE GAULLE FO R EXAMPLE? 

FORD : IT SEEMS TO ME YOU SHOULDN 'T POINT A FINGER AT DE GAULLE AND BLAME 

HIM FOR EVERYTHING AS SOME PEOPLE APPARENTLY DO. I 'M SURE THAT OVER A / 

PER IOD OF YEARS, REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC ADMINISTRATIONS , WE HAVEN'T 

DONE AS MU CH AS WE SHOULD TO TRY J O KEEP DE GAULLE WITH US, AND NOW WE 

F!ND THAT THERE liS A TENDENCY ON THE PART 

ALL THE. EVU.,..."5. Of NATO ON DE GAULLE. THERE MUST BE SOME WAY 

FIND A FORMULA TO BRING FRANCE AND DE GAULLE INTO THE NATO OPERATIONS 

THAT IT'S NOT TORN ASUNDERoovS O TH AT WE DON'T HAVE TO SPEND TWO BILLIO 

DO LLARS MORE TO BUILD THESE ADDITDNAL MILITA RY FACILITIES TO GIVE OUR 

FORCES THE KliND OF OPE~~!IONAl CAPABILITY TH EY NEED. 
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ROGERS: A MOMENT AGO YOU TALKED ABOUT THE DEMOCRATS BEING DISCOM3OBULATED 

AMONG THEMSE l YES ... HOW DO YOU PLAN TO TAKE AD VANT AGE OF TH IS AND HOd 

MANY SEATS DO YOU THINK YOU'LL PICK UP IN THE NOVEMBER ELECTION? 

FORD: SENATOR THRUSTON MORTON I S BY FAR A BETTER WITNESS ON HON MANY 

SEATS WE'lL P!CK UP. HE ESTIMATES BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX AND I THINK HE 

IS THE BEST ONE TO ANSWER WHAT STRATEGY THEY WILL USE IN TRYING TO 

ACHE I VE, TH IS. 

ROGERS: lET ME ASK ;YOU ABOUT THE HOUS~ THEN ... NORMALLY IN AN OFF YEAR 

ELECT ION., THE OUT-Of-POWER PARTY IP I CKS UP ABOUT ,7 SEATS .. THAT'S ABOUT 

AVERAGE.W ILL YOU BE MLE TO HIT THIS AVERAGE .. . DO YOU THINK YOU'LL GET 

MORE OR LESS? 

FORD: WARREN., I THINK WE'LL PICK UP 40 OR MORE HOUSE SEATS FOR THE 

REPUB LICANS. SENATOR DIRKSEN SAYS 50 OR MORE. WE DI SAGREE IN THIS AREA. 

I HOPE THAT HIS ESTIMATE IN THI S CASE IS MORE ACCURATE THAN MINE . I'M 

WILL ING TO ADMIT THAT THE POSSIBILI TY EXISTS THAT WE CAN PI CK UP 50 SEATS 

i!"HROUGHOV1 THE U.S. 
"-::.::.c:.::::--:__ _______ __ 
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CHARLES KURALT: This is a sound of money being 

made. An exhaust pipe being bolted to a car moving on an 

assembly line in Detroit. Soon a customer will take delivery of 

that 1966 model car and pay for it with 1966 model dollars. But, 

while the customer's car is the biggest and best in history, his 

dollars are the smallest. Compared with what dollars could buy 

in 1946, they're only worth 72 cents, and before the end of this 

year they may be worth even less, Americans are facing a hazard 

of prosperity. It's called inflation. 

ANNOUNCER: From CBS NEWS: "THE 72¢ DOLLAR, 11 

a special broadcast with CBS NEWS Correspondent Charles Kuralt. 

TOUR GUIDE: Off to our right, we should see a 

car leave the line every 54 seconds, under its own power, giving 

us some 66 cars an hour. 

KURALT: The number of cars Detroit makes 

is a barometer of our times. When auto sales are good, it's 

usually a reflection of what's going on everywhere else. This 

country - like the auto business - has had five years of steady 

growth. We're now enjoying the greatest prosperity in our 

history, But that prosperity is beginning to hurt. For six 

years price rises were few and far between, and then about a year 

and a half ago prices stopped easing up at a slow and steady rate 

and suddenly began to climb faster. Food and medicine, 

transportation and housing, all started to cost more. To find 

out why, CBS NEWS went to Detroit to talk to a young couple whose 

way of life depends on that symbol of the high-horsepower economy, 

the automobile. 
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Assembly line worker Tim Mikulen 

and his wife Connie helped us illustrate the problems of 

inflation by telling their storyo 

TIM MIKULEN: When I first got discharged 

from the service, I came out - and I was looking for a job, and 

couldn~t find a job any place, besides menial part-time jobs - I 

washed walls, caddied, did odd jobs - nothing you could make a 

decent living at. And this went on for about 11½ months. 

Everybody was out of workA There were tradesmen, skilled 

tradesmen, plumbers, electricians, the ones out of the Big Three: 

General Motors, Chrysler's, Ford's. Tried the public utilities. 

Tried to get on the Police Department even. And that was sewed 

up also. 

KURALT: As the nation's economy began 

to pick up, things began to look brighter in Detroit, especially 

for Tim Mikulen. 

TIM MIKULEN: The last part of 1961, I went 

down the Ford Motor Company and they were hiring everybody. People 

started buying cars, and they couldn't get enough people to work 

then. There were - had a shortage of manpower. So things picked 

up pretty well for us. 

KURALT: Tim's first job with the Ford 

Company was loading cars on railroad trains. Today he's on the 

assembly line, repairing the interior trim of Mustangs. He's 

paid $3~08 an hour. He gets ten hours a week of overtime. But 

Connie, Tim's wife, says a lot of that extra money is being used 

up by higher prices at the supermarket. 

CONNIE MIKULEN: I'd like a pound and a half of ._, 

No, I want the 89 cent. J pork and a pound and half of veal •.• 



That's too expensive - ~1.09 a pound, veal cutlets. And what 

were they before? They were -

BUTCHER: Eighty - eighty-nine cents a 

pound,. 
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CONNIE MIKULEN: Eighty-nine cents a pound. Now 

they're up to $1.09 a pound. And you can't cook the cheaper 

stuff because it j_sn 1 t as good. It shrinks anyway. So you might 

as well get the better one if you - you know9 want something to 

KURALT: 

discussed what they bought. 

CONNIE MIKULEN: 

Back home Tim and Connie 

There were a few things that 

,,1ent up'.t like tomatoes, for instance, went up. Five cost $1.06 

cents. And milk went up. And hamburger went up. How much was 

it last week? 

TIM MIKULEN: Last week, hamburger - ground 

chuck was fifty-seven cents a pound. And this week, in just one 

week's time, it went' up - up to sixty-six cents a pound. 

CONNIE MIKULEN: We just buy what we need and our 

bill still ends up around $35.00 and $4o.oo. 
KURALT: Higher food prices have 

aggravated inflation. A cut-back in meat production a few years 

ago and costs went up. Last year's drought came along - and tray 

went up further~ What about the future? Nate Fink, a vice 

president of the Great Scot Supermarket chain where Connie shops. 

FINK: We're not looking for any 

increased costs and we're not buying against the market, because 

we feel that prices are definitely on a downward trend. 
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KURALT: But other prices continue to 

rise and they're beginning to have an important effect on peoples' 

lives. Tim, for example, dreamed of owning his own home. 

TIM MIKULEN: My wife and I - we've been 

living on rent now for four years, so we've been saving a dollar 

here, a dollar there, and last year we went out pricing homes. 

We don't want a new home, we're looking at older homes. So then 

this year we went out again, looking; we figured we had enough 

for a down payment anyway. And prices went up i 2,ooo on the same 

home, in a year's time. So this puts us in a bind again, so we 

have to wait longer now. So we can't afford to invest into a 

home ., 

KURALT: Connie has another way of 

measuring inflation. 

CONNIE MIKULEN: My first child, Eric, was born 

November 21 of 196~, and at the time the pregnancy cost :;;85. My 

second son, Mark, was born January 6th, 1965, and he cost J90. 

Now, this baby will be born around August 17th, 1966, and it'll 

cost $100. Since everything else has gone up, I figured the 

doctor had to go up, too. 

KURALT: The Director of Detroit's 

Hospital Council, D~ Eugene Sibery: 

SIBERY: The trend in hospital cost to 

the patient in the Greater Detroit area, during the last two 

years has been an upward one because of the increase in salaries 

to hospital employees~ And as medical science advances, of 

necessity we 1re going to have to have more personnel and better-

trained personnel to provide these services. And as a result the 

cost is going to rise. 
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KUR.ALT: This month in Detroit, the 

National Association of Purchasing Agents held its annual 

convention. The Chairman of its Survey Committee, E.F. Andrews, 

is also a vice president of the Allegheny Ludlum Steel 

Corporation. 

ANDREWS: After the steel strike in 1959 
and the '60, '61 recession, and wi thln that whole period of 

great price stability, the members reporting prices up were 

outnumbered by the members reporting prices unchanged, or the 

members reporting prices down. But in late 1964, we crossed 

over and those members reporting prices up began to outnumber 

those members reporting prices down. And that has consistently, 

every month, gone up, up, up. And this is why we came out in 

last month's report and said, quote: "Inflation is here." 

KURALT: When this happens, some people 

get hurt, people like Connie Mikulen's mother, Nary Horeski. 

She I s been a widow for seven years. She collects ,J95.30 a month 

in Social Security. To keep up, she's taken a job, working 

through the night as a ·janitress in the Ford building. 

MRS. H0RESKI: As the prices have gone · up, I •find 

it more difficult to manage on the money that I geto I don't 

know, you take $10, it seems like a dollar bill. Not enough. I 

cut down on the food because everything is so high, you know. I 

never buy butter because I can't afford it. There're just a lot 

of other things I can't afford, like the best of meats, you know, 

and - I can't afford it. 
J 

KURALT: Michigan's Democratic Senator 

Philip Hart: 

<",..... 
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HART: The Social Security benefits are 

up-graded occasionally, but they always lag behind. And they're 

way behind the ratio they were when we first put them on the 

books. So it 1 s the older person or anybody on a fixed income 

we're most concerned about now, with respect to the evils, the 

grim suffering that inflation can cause. 

KURALT: Other people get left behind, too. 

At Greenfield Village, Henry Ford's Museum of the way things used 

to be, a schoolteacher told us the way things are now. 

SCHOOLTEACHER: I 1 m concerned with what this 

inflation is doing to the people who are really dedicated and 

want to stay in the profession. The income stays fixed but the 

prices go up and there doesn't seem to be any way where you can 

have a balance between the two, wages and the cost of living. 

KURALT: The Detroit Fire Department has 

its headquarters upstairs over the fire house, at the corner of 

Washington and Larned Streets. The Chief is Glen Thom, who wants 

his men to get a J1,ooo raise this year. 

THOM: We in the fire service are in a 

predicament right now. In a time of prosperity we are probably 

suffering somewhat of a depression: number one in wages, and 

numtar two in our inability to recruit new employees. I think 

this is the first time since World War II that we've been in a 

position where we haven't been able to get new people into the 

department. 

KURALT: Not only is Chief Thom having 

trouble getting men, but he's also watched inflation pump up the 

price of the new engine he wants. 
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THOM: A few years ago, engines cost us 

in the neighborhood of about $24,ooo. Today they'll run up close 

to $28,000 or 029 7000. One change, of course, is they're adding 

Diesel engines to them, which adds about $1 7000 or $1,200 to the 

cost. But you can see the difference between the $24,ooo and a 

] 29,000 in - just in the engines. 

KURALT: The war in Vietnam. Is this 

what's really behind inflation? To some extent it iso The 

military build-ups come at a time when business is booming. 

Vnemployment is at a 12-year low. Wages and profits are the 

highest ever - so high, in fact, that we're buying almost as much 

as the economy can produce. We're buying more homes, color TV, 

and in spite of this week's cutbacks, more new cars than ever 

before., 

SPEAKER: The major impact of the 

Vietnamese war on our own operations has been an increase in our 

material costs, and a shortage of skilled labor. 

KURALT: The president of the Ford Motor 

Company, Arjay Miller: 

MILLER: In m~ mind there's no question 

but that we at Ford, and industry generally, could operate at a 

very high level without the stimulus of military demand. A 

reduction of defense spending, on the other hand, in my opinion 

at least, would strengthen our present prosperity by reducing 

the inflationary pressures present at the present time. 

KURALT: And so our demands for bigger 

and better things have had to compete with the demands of the war. 

The result: supplies are strained, prices have gone up. How long 

will that strain last? Secretary of Commerce John T. Connor: 
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We hope that after the middle of 

this year, we will be able to level off our defense spending and 

thus help to slow down total demand. But we must at first 

devote as much of our resources as is required to meet our 

obligations in that area. 

KURALT: The Korean war cost us four 

times as much as Vietnam. During one year of it the cost of 

living went up nine per cent. The current rise has been three 

per cent since last year, but the trend is still up; that's the 

worry. While this war has not yet puffed up the dollar as Korea 

did, it is contributing a straw that is bending the back of the 

economy. If the war suddenly escalates, taking away more men and 

material, we might be left with a lot of money to spend but with 

less to buy$ The result, an escalation of prices. 

Here's another side of 

inflation as seen by Detroit cab driver Alden Morris, whose own 

company recently raised its fares~ 

MORRIS: If you have the money, they'll 

spend it - and if you spend too much of it, even businesses and 

services that don't even have an excuse to raise wages, can't 

stand to see all the gravy go by like that without upping the 

prices, and getting in on the gravy train. 

KURALT: Prices go up when people have 

enough money to demand more than can be produced. The cure for 

higher prices is to either raise the production or take away the 

money. But it's hard to raise production during war and boom 

when labor and materials are scarce. So, away goes the money. 

When it comes to taking money :::, 

away, nobody can beat the Federal Government. To fight inflation 
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the Federal Government can raise interest rates, raise taxes or 

cut down on their own spending. With less cash the customer 

postpones that new car. The factory owner doesn't put up the new 

plant4 Demand goes rolling down the hill and prices come 

tumbling after. 

Some experts, like William 

HcChesney Martin, head of the Federal Reserve Board, are so 

concerned about inflation that they favor tax increases immediately. 

They don't want the Government to use its last resort, the strict 

regulation of prices and wages. 

There's another way of fighting 

higher prices. It's the jawbone technique in which the President 

asks the country to do something about inflation before he has to. 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON: This year, we must sacrifice the 

luxury of tax reduction. We must hold the expansion of our 

civilian Great Society programs below what would have been 

possible without Vietnam. We must all exercise wage and price 

restraints, in Government, in business and in labor. 

KURALT: As the result of the President's 

salesmanship Detroit trimmed its budget$ Mayor Jerome Cavanagh: 

CAVANAGH: There's about 15-to-20-million 

dollars of capital spending which I had in the budget and took 

out after the President's request, even though it was felt by 

not just the departments but by the Budget Bureau and by our 

office, that these had a sense of urgency to them, and were, if 

not essential, close to it. But I did feel that we should respond 

to the President's request and at least defer until next year. 
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KURALT: Detroit is an exception. Most 

of the leading cities in the country have not held back on their 

budgets. New York City, for example, raised its budget by more 

than half a billion dollars. San Diego is going ahead with a 

~t27-million sports stadium. Louisville, Kentucky, will put 

another million and a half into its new zoo. And, ironically, 

many cities are saying the President's own Great Society program 

is acting as the focal point around which they're basing their 

own spendingo 

In Detroit, the new president of 

the National Association of Purchasing Agents, G. Lloyd Nunnaly, 

who also happens to head up the buying for the Commonwealth of 

Virginia. 

NUNNALY: I don't really see how that we 

can hold this line and continue to give the type of services to 

the non-productive, non-tax-paying public without this entire 

program continuing to escalate. 

KURALT: At the Ford Company, a power 

shovel gives the styling center a face lifting. But that shovel 

may not be so busy in the futurec President Johnson has asked 

business for voluntary cutbacks in expansion to take the pressure 

off the building and machine industries. Some companies have 

complied with the President's request. For example, A.T.&T. 

alone will not spend ~;;200 million it had planned for expansion 

this year.. At the Ford Motor Company reductions are in order too. 

Ford president Ar jay Miller: 

MILLER: In response to the President's 

request to cut back capital expenditures, we have come to the 
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conclusion that we can reduce our planned expenditures by 10 per 

cent. We think we can do this without hurting, to any serious 

degree, our ability to produce vehicles. We want to continue to 

increase our output of vehicles because increased production is 

one way to meet the danger of inflation. 

KURALT: While many companies will not 

spend as much as they planned, they're still going to spend more 

than ever before - and that keeps inflation rolling. 

And what about Tim Mikulen? 

Will he cut back on his spending? 

MIKULEN: Well, I think if a man could 

afford a color TV or a little nicer car or a nicer piece of 

furniture or a better-looking suit, he's working for it, I think 

he should be able to go out there and buy it. If I want it and 

I think I could afford it, I 1 d get it. 

KURALT: A schoolteacher agrees in 

principle~ 

SCHOOLTEACHER: Well, I think President Johnson 

had a very good point when he pleaded with the housewife to watch 

what she took off the supermarket shelf and to shy away from 

the high cost items,. But then again we are a country where we 

like nice things. So I don't know if you're going to change the 

pattern of living in a short time. I - I really don't know 

exactly what the answer is. 

KURALT: One man who thinks he does ~~ow 

what the answer is is Michigan Congressman Gerald Ford, who leads 

the House Minority. He takes the traditional Republican position 

in naming the chief culprit of inflation. 
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FORD: We have to go back to the 

fundamental fact that the Federal Government is the principal 

cause, and you can't blame employees, you can't blame employers, 

you can't blame housewives. The finger should be pointed 

directly at those who are managing the Federal Government, and 

they thus far have not held the line or cut back in non-military 

expenditures. 

HART: Oh, my good Republican friends 

have made inflation an issue, all the time except when they were 

responsible for a depression. 

KURALT: 

Philip Hart. 

HART: 

Michigan Democratic Senator 

Sure, it 1 11 be a political issue; 

it always is. I don't think it sells many newspapers, collects 

many votes* Maybe it should. But I think that in the kind of 

world in which we live and the obscurity of economics, we're 

much more prone to vote a more direct issue. Even though tomatoes 

cost more, John's bringing home a whole lot more than he did. So, 

let's not rock the boat. Certainly, it'll be an issue. But that 

doesn't mGan that it will be decisive. 

KURALT: The voluntary curb-inflation-

yourself program continues. The chairman of the President's 

Council of Economic Advisers, Gardner Ackley, joined the Johnson 

campaign when he told the United States Chamber of Commerce that 

take-home pay hasn't risen as fast as profits. Then he made a 

request. 

ACKLEY: Is the price increase you're 
lJ 

considering really necessary? Are there not some prices that in :__:; 
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the long run competition is going to force down, and that you can 

cut now? ATe you doing your part to fight inflation? 

KURALT: Another recommendation of the 

Council of Economic Advisers has been the 3.2 guideline. It's a 

suggestion that wages can increase about 3.2 per cent a year 

without adding much to the cost of things. To many people that 

doesn't seem realistic. Among them is an executive of Tim's 

union, the United Auto Workers. Vice President Leonard Woodcock: 

WOODCOCK: I don't think the guidelines as 

set at 3.2 per cent are realistic. First of all the arithmetic 

is wrong. As first set up by the Council of Economic Advisers a 

few years ago, it provided for a moving five-year period. And 

had that five-year moving period been observed, we would have, today, 

3.6 not 3.2. Secondly, this is a wage and price policy only and 

not an income policy. And if we consider General Motors, for 

example, the owners of the enterprise have over the last five 

years obtained 21 per cent additional income through dividends on 

a compounded basis annually, and you can't say to one portion of 

the enterprise, "You must be restricted to 3.2 for the good of 

the nation, 11 when another portion of the enterprise is galloping 

along at 21 per cent. So that my estimate is that when we come 

to 1967 we will not be satisfied by any stretch of the imagination 

by a mechanical application of 3.2 per cent. 

MILLER: The figures that I see indicate 

that 3.2 per cent is more than adequate. 

KURALT: Ford president, Arjay Miller. 

MILLER: Generally, the consensus is that 

there's something less than three per cent, is tm appropriate 

figure for the rate of productivity increase in the total economy. 
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If you go back over a period of 

five years only, the average is, say, 3.6, or something over three 

per cent. I think though that any objective person would 

recognize that the past five years have not been typical. It's 

almost been a period of uninterrupted production increases. And 

during the period of production increases you have an increase in 

productivity. You've got to go back over cycles when there 1re 

both ups and downs. And if you go through any period of time in 

which there's an up-and-down cycle, the rate of productivity 

increase is closer to 3o2 per cent and I think below. 

KURALT: And on the same subject, Tim 

Milmlen: 

MIKULEN: 3.2? No, I'd be very 

dissatisfied with this because it wouldn't be doing nothing for 

me. It's just - what - what is it - nine cents an hout' or J5.00 
a week? This is nothing nowadayso That can't even buy me two good 

steaks. 

If Mr. Reuther signed this type 

of contract, then he'd be selling us down the river. 

KURALT: Most economists feel we're only 

a short way over the threshold of this inflationary period. But 

that's far enough for Congressman Gerald Ford. 

FORD: I think the record is clear from 

past ex-perienceso When you let inflation go too far, when you let 

the cost of living get out of hand - as it is at the present time, 

without some remedial action, what you in effect are doing is 

planting the seeds of a recession. And it seems to me that the 

Johnson Administration has let it go so far that there may well 
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be the seeds being planted for a recession which means, of 

course, fewer jobs and more people unemployed. 

I 1m not in favor of a tax 

increase at this point, because I honestly believe we can cut 

baclr: non-military expenditures sufficiently to justify not having 

one. As long as we make an honest effort on the Republican side 

to cut back these areas of Federal spending, we could, in my 

opinion, justify a vote against a second tax increase in 1966. 

KlJRALT: One of the ironies about the 

present session of Congress is that it's added close to $3 

billion to the President's budget. The Congressmen, like Tim 

Mikulen, have traditionally found it difficult to make cuts when 

self-interest is at stake. The present attitude of the 

Administration toward handling inflation is expressed by Senator 

Hart. 

HART: The concern is that by our 

action, at the level of the Federal Government, we will in a 

sense reach up and switch off the light instead of finding a 

rheostat or a thermostat or whatever it is that lets you turn 

the thing off a little bit, and a little bit, and a little bit. 

It would be disastrous to jobs if to prevent an inflation of X 

per cent we slashed public spending, increased interest rates, 

raised taxes, with the net effect of withdrawing ~20 billion or 

:!t4-o billion a quarter it This is the kind of brutal punch to the 

jaw that could occur if our response to an inflationary danger 

is unrealistic. And it would hurt jobs. It would hurt 

everybody. 
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But, again, I think that while 

we•re none of us are truly eligible for PhoDs in economics, 

everybody in and out of government in the 1960 1 s has learned a 

lot of lessons.. And we will not reverse the whole cycle if we 

identify inflation as having reached a point where we must take 

action. 

KURALT: Last week when the automobile 

productj_on lines gently slowed down, Wall Street shuddered. Some 

people thought the business boom was going bust~ But even with 

less production than planned, the auto industry and everything 

else continues to set new records. Inflation is continuing on 

its way .. Tim Mikulen doesn 1 t speculate in the stock market, but 

he does worry about a cutback, because that would cost him his 

overtime and send him back to a 40-hour week. 

MIKULEN: If I go back to 40 hours, I 

think I'd feel it pretty heavy. I have two boys now. I have 

another one on the way, and I 1 ve still got a car payment, and 

I've got more doctor bills. I - I think I 1 d feel the decrease 

in hours or earnings quite a bit. 

KURALT: Negroes, who have done well by 

the current boom by and large would be the first to suffer if a 

setback came. Detroit City Councilman Nicholas Hood - himself a 

Negro - explained why. 

HOOD: One thing that has happened in 

the past is that the Negro has been the first to be hurt by a 

cutback. He would be thrown out of work, and what gains he has 

made - he doesn't have enough seniority to really maintain the 

job., So he would be highly disadvantaged by a cutback. 
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Prices have been going up since 

the cave man discovered a demand for improved rockso The 

greatest jumps usually come during or after a war. Hhen they've 

gone up slowly and steadily we've been able to live with them, 

but rapid increases hurt. They hurt people like Mary Horeski. 

They hurt the price of our products overseas. They make the 

things we wai.7.t in life harder to get. Connie Mikulen has her 

own inflation lament,, 

MIKULEN: He leaves the house about three 

o'clock in the afternoon to go to work. The other day he came 

home. It was 5:30 in the morning. So he comes home; he has a 

sandwich, flops in bed., The next thing you know itts time for 

me to get the poor guy up for lunch, and wash and shave, and 

it's time for him to go to work. He doesn't see the boys~ It 

makes me feel terrible that he has to do this in order for us to 

survive. If prices went down I think a man would have more time 

to spend with his family. He wouldn't have to kill himself to 

make that dollar to pay for the things that we need, so he has 

to sacrifice and what he's sacrificing is his family. 

KURALT: And Tim himself feels inflation 

is a kind of pervasive nightmare, inhabited by strange creatures. 

MIKULEN: The way things look I don't know 

what's going to happen. Everything 1 s going up higher and higher 

and higher, and you wonder when the heck it's going to stop. It 1 s 

just a thing that's an octopus or some kind of monster. You 

cantt get away from it. It's just - it's on you. It's after you /J <.,, 
.Jj 

day after day, month after month, year after year, but I myself -

I just sit back and dig in my pockets. That's all. J 
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If Tim Mikulen feels he's being 

chased by the inflation monster, at least he's not running alone. 

Recently President Johnson brought his Labor-Management Advisory 

Committee to the White House to suggest ways of fighting 

inflation. He asked them, 11 If you were Presidentj what would you 

do? 11 The committee is thinking about that. Its members can 

suggest waiting to see what happens or an immediate tax boost. 

They can suggest that labor trim its wage demands or that 

business hold down its profits. They can plead for a cutback in 

Federal spending, or even higher interest rates on loans. They 

can recommend one or all or a combination of those things. And 

then the Presj_dent has to decide, for on his decision will depend 

whether or not Tim and Connie Mikulen's inflation monster is 

slain in this .the Year of the 72¢ Dollar. 

This is Charles Kuralt. 

Al"\JNOUNCER: 11 The 72¢ Dollar" was written and 

produced by Joel Heller and researched by Maurice Berk .. 

Executive producer, Joe Dembo. This was a special presentation 

of CBS NEWS. 

\ 
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SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 1966 

GUEST: Con<2 ressma:;-1 Ger::1ld R .. Ford ( R. Mich) 
House Minority Leader 

INTERVIEWED Bill Lawrence, A.BC Correspondent 
and 

Wally Bruner, ABC Corres?ondent 

MR. LAt·lB.ENCE : Congressman Ford, now that vou huve labeled 

the ·war .:i.n Viet.narn "President Johnson's war," does this rn2an 

that the basic bipartisan support of that confl;~t las ended? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Bill, I think to set the record 

straight if I might, I'd like to read what I said, one 

sentenc-2. 

I said, "It is an undeclared war and in that sense it is 

President- Johnson's war." 

In that context I thint it is accurate to label it as I 

did. The President is Commander-in-Chief. He h2.s committed 

285,000 U. s. military personnel to South Vietnam. He 

determines the strategy and the tactics and so forth. 

On the other hanar I think in all honesty the House and 

responsibilitv here and we can't duck it and we 

the Senate, the Democrats and Repub].ic:ans, do have a se:rio Si. 
\ . 

~· <,,,, 
<P 

DctSS 
L ;1 

it off er seek to pass it off to the President. 
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even more importantly in conflict because of its serious 

consequences is a war involving the whole United States. 

Now, I don't think that the conflict in Vietnam is qcing to be 

a political issue unless we don I t find some solution q°'-:ickly. 

MP. BRUNER: In labeling this as President Johnson's 

Har, was this your own personal observ2.tion, or was this a 

decision reacted perhaps through consultation with other 

Pepublican leaders? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: In this case, I prepared the state-

ment myseJ.f and I think it was accu~ate in the context that 

I have tried. tc describe it. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, does Senator D3. rksen a.qre2 with 

you, for example? Is there anv conflict in the leadership ,')f 

the two houses here a.rr.onq the republicans? 

REPRESENTATIVE PORD: I don't think there is any conflict 

in the overall posit.:i.cn of the Republican Party as far as the 

conflict in Vi2tnam is concerned. 

Sena.tor Dirksen and I have repeatedly said that the 

United States should stand forthrightly and steadfastly against 

Communist aggression in South Vie~.:nam, in Southeast Asia, 

Berlin or any place else. 

On the other hand, we in the Minority party in the Legis-

lative Branch should not try to run the war. h'e shouldn't 

pick the weapons or determine the strategy. This is the 

responsibility of the Commander-in··Chief, President ,Johnson. 
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But, as long as he takes a firm stand against Communist 

aggression and terror, the Pepublicans will stand with him. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, what else would you have him do that 

he isn't doing now? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: The Pepublicans, last December, in 

their Coordinating Committee meeting, Wally, where we have 

representatives from the House and the Senate and the Governor 

and the former candidates for the presidency, we said that the 

Republican Party was aqainst an expanded large-scale ground 

war on the Mainland of China. 

We are fearful that the added commitnent of about 

15,000 u. s. military personnel each month by the President 

is gettinq us into that nosition. 

We, on the other hand, believe there are some steps that 

can be taken, such as the closing of the Port of Haiphong 

by any or-~ of three or four different means or methods. lve 

thin'< tl·.ere ought to be a greater contribution by some of 

our allies and if they won't hep us, the least they ought to 

do is stop helping the enemy. We don't feel it is our respon-

sibility to pick the tarqet, determine the strategy or the 

tactics. 

ago 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, Congressman, you said just a moment 

I am sure you misspoke yourself, but let's get the 

record straight you were against an expanded ground war 

on the Mainland of China. I think you meant the Mainland of 
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Asia, though you are against the war with Asia too. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I me.ant in the broad sense I Bi: J., 

we are against a large-scaJ.e ground war on the MaL1land of 

Asia. That is the more correct way to put it. 

We certainly would include the Mainland o-f China within 

that dt:!finition. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you see any danqer that we. a:re escalat-

ing into that kind of a conflict? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, I Uink you can go back to 

about 12 to 18 months aqo when we had in South Vietnarn 

approximately 20,000 u. s. military personnel. We now have 

12 1 287,000 U. S. troops in South Vietnam and we have o;:her air 

13 a.nd sea forces around the per.phery of South Vietnam. 

14 It does appear,when you look at the numbers, that we are 

15 approximating a large scale war in Southeast Asia. and if the 

16 trend continues to the fiqure some people are di1cussing, 

17 400,000 or more, then l think we are enqaqed in a real big 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

conflict. Biqger, for example, numerically speaking, thar. we 

had in Korea some ten or twelve years ago. 

MR. LAWRENC:8: Do you now see Vietnam in its present 

condition a limited war expanding into a meaningful issue 

in the 1966 conqrera.onal election? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think it could be although at\\the 
~ORo 

moment it is very hard, Bill, to determine precis,,( y. <~ 
..I :;:ti 

If this strateqy that the P=esident is follm~{inq 
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to indicate that we could be involved in a prolonged war, 

I think the American people will take some action at the polls 

next November, particularly if they think there is another 

method that would bring the war to a conclusion more quickly, 

such as, I think, more effective utilization of air and sea 

power. 

The American peopl~ will not stand for a long, drawn-out, 

large-scale military conflict. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, Congressman, you think we want to qet 

in and get out. You think this is the philos9phy of the 

American people one way or the other. 

MR. FORD: Yes, Wally. My mail reflects it. I think 

the various polls and surveys show that the American 

' people do want to be successful in South Vietnam. They 

understand the consequences if we withdrew, but they are 

getting more and more dissatisfied with the fact that we seem 

to be making a bigqer and biqqer effort but we are not qetting 

the kind of success that will bring about negotiations and a 

settlement, and the American people are on the breaking point 

I really believe, of"either qet in there and prevail, achieve 

your objectives, or get out." 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, how do you translate this into a 

vote in November? Do those who want to expand the war and 

bit harder, do they vote Republican or do they vote Democratic? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, this is difficult to analyze. 
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I wish I had the answer. I suspect that those who supp0rted 

President Johnson in l ')64 when he in effect said, "h'e a::--::?n' t. 

going to expand the wa:t"," t:hey are probably ,:ory dii:d.lll:::doned 

with the President's pJ:omise and his performance t.na 1:h:~y may 

stay avrny from the polls .. 

On the other hand, those people who were Republic2.ns 

and who voted for the President may return to the Republican 

fold and say, "Well, we made a bad choice. Let's try the 

Republicans again." 

I think this is probably what will happen. All of the 

polls show the P.cesiaent 's personal popular:i. ty is 

plummeting downward, the support for the Democr:.>tic party is 

being e::-oded away. 

I think this will redound very greatly to the Republican 

Party in November. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you see a par al le l betweEm 1 6 6 and '6 8, 

say, with 1952, when the Korean War was very unpopular, when 

the Republicans called it "Truman's War?" Are you looking 

for 

REPRESENTATI\lE FORD: Bill, I would go back tt> 19'.:i0. I 

think right now we are more comparable to 1950 when t'.1.e 

Republicans made significant qains. There was no presidential 

contest involved. 

It seems to me that we are in a very similar sit·J.ation 

and the Republicans will be the beneficiaries in this off-
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presidential year. If the President isn't more succ,assful, 

doesn't achieve more results by 1968, then I think we will 

be in a comparable year to 1952. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, Congressman, where do the people go 

who want to withdraw from Vietnam? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Wally, I don't think there are very 

many voters in this country who do want to wi thdrau bi:?cause 

most Americans appreciate that withdrawal would be a siqnifica t 

defeat for the United States and would, for a good many years, 

put us in a position of a paper tiger. 

The United States has a great stake in maintaining free-

dom and maintaininq ou-:- own national security in South Vietnam 

and it is a minority group, thank goodness, that says "Let's 

pick up our chips, withdraw, go back to Pearl Harbor." 

And so I think in this regard they won't have much of an 

impact on the elections in 1966. 

* It * 

MR. LAWRENCE: As the Republican leader of the House, what 

do you think of your party's chances in the '66 election? 

REPRESENTATIVE PORO: Bill, I am convinced we art:! going 

to make very significant Republican gains from the court 

houses to the Conqress, including the state houses, i~ 1966. 

It is my honest judgment, based on traveling in 25 stc;,tes in 
..-~~ 0 Rt>. 

1966, and 40 some states in 1965, that we will pick np at",... 

least 40 net gain in the House and could go 
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probably five to seven extra Senate seats, anywheres from four 

to six more Governors. This is the year of the elephant, as 

we take a look at the public opinion polls, and our own sur-

veys. 

MR. LAWRENCE: With the year of the elephant and even wit:, 

fifty seats you would still have a Democratic Conqress. 

REPRESEN'l'ATIVE FORD: Yes, but, Bi 11, there would be a 

little different ballqame, I miqht say. I think that some of 

these extensive spending programs, so-called Great Society 

programs that the President has been ramming throuqh the 

Congress in the last 18 months, would run into some more searc·1 

ing interroqation, some opposition that would end up with a 

better proqram rather than just open-ended authorization with 

unlimited spending. 

MR. BRUNER: How do you evaluate Ronald Reaqan' s victory 

in California? He is a so-called Conservative Republican. 

Does this mean the ~epublican Party perhaps is movinq back to 

the Goldwater riqht-winq philosophy, a little farther away 

from center, or how do you look at it? 

REP'r"ESENTATIVE FOPD: Wally, anybody who qot all the vote3 

that Ponald Feaqan qot in that primary qot them from a wide 

spectrum of Republican voters. He qot a tremendous vote and 

this was not )USt a right-winq element in the Republican 

Party. It was a substantial vote by a _qreat, rrreat number 

of Republicans. 
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I think he conducted, from my observations, a very 

skillful campaiqn. He brought people in to work those who 

had been divided in the past, and he certainly qot the kind 

of support that a candidate needs to win aqainst Governor 

Brown who, incidentally, himself, had a pretty. rough ball-

game in his own primary aqainst Mayor Yorty. 

MR. BRUNER: Was it a personal victory or Republican 

victory for Reagan? 

FEPRESENTATIVE FORD: Based on what I understand he 

espoused, the programs that he put forth, it was a Republican 

victory. He didn't qo off in one part of the political 

spectrum as far as the Republican Party was concerned. He 

talked about common sense, broad solutions to the problems of 

the State of California, and,as a consequence, he got broad 

supper~. 
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MR. LAWRENCE: Well, if Mr. Reagan can beat Governor 

Brown in November, do you see him as a Presidential 

hopeful in '68? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, certainly he would be 

among those who would be considered, Bill. As you look at 

the starters, so to speak at this stage of the ballg~ne, I 

think you have got former Vice .!?resident Nixon, my own Governo 

George Romney, the possibility of Mayor John Lindsay of New 

York, and if Reagan wins he certainly ought to be considered 

and maybe some others as we move down the path here. 

MR. BRUNER: Who is your personal preference, Congressman 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Wally, I am so busy trying to find 

Republican candidates for the House and help them get 

elected I haven't given it much thought. I will wait for the 

' convention in 1968. 

MR. BRUNER: I noticed as you ticked off the possibili ti El 

you mentioned Mr. Nixon first. Many people feel that you are 

closer to him politically, both domestic and foreign. Is 

that a fair observation? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I have a great admiration for Dick 

Nixon. He is a close personal friend and I thought he did a 

great job as Vice President. I think he would have been a 

fine President if he had been elected. But I am not picking 

any Republican candidate in 1966 because unless we make some /~· <,,, 
'c::i d) 

gains in the House races and in the Senate races in 1966 
"' 
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we will have a hard time finding a good Republican candid,ate 

in 1968. But if we can make the kind of gains that I am 

sure we will make November 8, we will have a whole bevy of 

f:irst class candidates and the convention will do a good 

job in selecting them. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, Congressman, it is said that you might 

be quite receptive to the Vice £>residential nomination 

yourself. Is this an accurate statement? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Wally, let me make a very firm 

comment in that rc:?gard. I am not seeking, nor do I intend to 

seek any elective office involving the Executive Branch of 

·the government. I am a candidate for reelection to the House 

of Representatives. I would consider it the highest possible 

honor to continue the job that I have or something on the 

majority side, come after the November elections, so let's 

eliminate once and for all any comments about me being a 

candidate for any elective office in the Executive Branch 

of the government. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Once and for all, you now decline the 

Vice Presidency even if it is offered to you in 1 68, 

right? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think so, Bill. 
about 

MR. LAWRENCE. Is the Republican thinking / 1 68 now 

based on the widely held assumption that President Johnson 

will seek another term? 
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REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well certainly ~resident Johnson 

would want another term if he comes out of the Vietnam 

war successfully, if he keeps the economy at the level that 

he thinks it should be. 

I see no reason why he shouldn't seek the Presidency 

12 

in 1968 bt1t I am just as confident that a Republican candidab?! 

could give him a good battle, as I see the picture now. And 

it is not a political campaign that the Republicans should juB 

say we shouldn't engage in. We ought to get a good 

candidate, we will have good issues, and I think we will have 

a chance to win. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, one of his aides told me the other 

day he wouldn't bat a nlckel either way on whether he would 

run. 

REfRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, Bill, they are better 

informed than I am. I could only --

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, ~ould it change your thinking a lot 

though, if you were running against another man? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I don't think so. We should 

nominate our candidate·based on what our delegates think 

is the best man, and we shouldn't worry about whether 

President Johnson is going to seek reelection or whether it 

will be Vice President Humphrey or Bobby Kennedy. That 
t) 

would be an interesting conflict in the Democrat& ~onve~tion. 
ce. 
,:,> 

I think we'd better make our own choice and let thi Democrats 
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make their determination. 

MR. BRUNER: Do you see it clear and positively, 

though, that Mr. Johnson will seek another term? In your own 

mind, and personally? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I see no evidence to the contrary. 

Most !?residents like to seek reelection, and I don ' t think 

President Johnson is any different in that regard from his 

predecessors. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Congressman, to come back to the '66 

campaign in which we are now engaged, what are the main 

domestic issues on which you hope to profit politically? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: The principal domestic issue, 

Bill, is the failure of the Johnson-Humphrey Administration 

to control the increases in the cost of living. The cost 

of living went up two percent last year in 1965. In the 

first four months of 1966 the cost of living went up 1.4 per-

cent, and if you analyze that for 1966 it will mean a price 

increase of approximately four percent. 

Now the President condemns labor and management for in-

creasing prices, or seeking wage increases. He tells 

housewives they should buy cheaper, or buy less. But the 

President doesn't do very much about controlling or cutting 

back non-military expenditures, and this is where the problem 

is and this is where he could do the most good, and I would 

hope that he would tackle this problem before he condemns 
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others. 

Now the second important issue, I think, is that the 

American people are concerned about a lack of a two-party 

system in this country. They are concerned that the Executive 

Branch is getting too powerful and that the Legislative 

Branch with the overwhelming Democratic majorities, 

uimply does what the President tells them to do. 

Now we have a tradition in this country of real compe-

tition in the House and the Senate between the two 

major parties. We don't have that now, with the Democrats 

having two to one majorities. The American people are fearful 

that we are losing one of the basic cornerstones or 

ingredients in our system by the Democrats having such a 

wide superiority numerically speaking. 

l think also another issue is the lack of credibility 

of the Johnson-Humphrey Administration. We have got a file 

of a great many pages where there have been many comments or 

releases by the Johnson-Humphrey Administration which shows 

they have told half the truth or failed to disclose all 

of the facts, and then of course out in the Middlewest the 

farmers are furious with the Johnson-Humphrey-Freeman 

Administration, and for good reasons. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, that is enough to start with now, 

Congressman, for some questions on them. 

On inflation do you favor a tax increase this year? 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 .. 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

lS 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I don't, unless the President 

can show that the costs of the war in Vietnam are getting out 

of hand. In other words, if the President comes up with 

a supplemental for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines 

of a very, very substantial amount, I think the Republicans 

would have to take a look at it to see whether we could afford 

to have that kind of added deficit ,particularly when 

we haven't been able to cut back on non-military expenditures .. 

MR. BRUNER: of course you have charged, though -- you 

know, that the Vietnam budget has been hidden and that 

we haven't been told the true cost of the Vietnam war. If 

this is the case, won't we need increased taxes? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Wally, there is no doubt that 

they have failed to disclose the true cost of the war in Vietn 

Last year the Presidetn sent up a budget for the Defense 

Department and before the end of the year the Congress had 
' to add at his request almost $15 billion in extra funds to 

finance the military. 

Now this year the President sent up a budget for the 

Defense Department, including the costs of Vietnam, and 

already they are running short of money for this fiscal year 

with the increasing prospects of the next fiscal year. 

All people who are knowledgeable in this area, the MemberE 

of the Committee on Appropriations in the House and in the 
(,,,. 

<' 
Senate, are sure that the President's budget underfunded 
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our military needs in Vietnam and elsewheret and we can expect 

anywhere from a five to six billion dollar supplement. Now 

I don't think this is being honest with the American people. 

I think that the President or the Secretary of Defense OL• 

his fisc,;3.l people in the .Pentagon should have known, should 

have been able to forecast what the costs were going to be and 

in all honesty should have told the American people what this 

conflict in dollars and possible taxes would mean. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you think as a practical matter if 

the President decided he wanted a tax increast at this late 

date he could get it from this Congress? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: If the President relates the 

absolute need for additional funds for the war in Vietnam 

to a tax increase, his prospects are good because most 

~.mericans under no circumstances would want to deprive the 

Defense Department of needed funds. But on the other hand 

the President•s chances of getting such a tax increase would 

be improved if he would take some action to cut back non-

military expenditures. 
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MR. LAWRENCE: Congressman Ford, what is the Republican 

Party doing to try to attract the new Negro voter in the 

south where the Negro has been pretty well kicked around 

by the local Democratic Party? 

REPRESENTATIVE F0RD: Well, it is interesting, Bill. 

You know some of these ultra-racists in the Democratic 

Party who caused all the trouble down in Alabama, for example, 

in 1964 and '65, several of themcame to the Republican Party 

this year and said they wanted to run as Republicans, and 

the Republican organization in Alabama said, "No, we are 

building a Republican Party in Alabama on a different basis 

and we don't want you in our party as a candidate for the 

Republicans." 

I think this is the best evidence of what we are trying 

to do in' Albaama and elsewherE"". We want a Republican Party 

not built on the traditional Democratic basis, but on a new 

basis in the South. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, Congressman, how do you stand on the 

Civil Rights Bill, the one that is in Congress now, 

concerning the section that would prohibit discrimination in 

sales and rentals -- very briefly? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think the Republicans qenerally 

will vote against the so-called Title IV as it stands. I 

think this goes far too far at the present time. 

MR. BRUNER: Thank you very much, Congressman Ford, for 
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fUNDAY, JUNE 19, 1966 

GUEST: Congr~ss~an Gerald R. Ford (R. Eich} 
House Minority ~eader 

INTERVIEWED BY: Bill Lawrence, ABC CorreGpondent 
and 

WaJ.ly Bruner, ABC Correspondent 

MR. L.i\H RENC:::; : Congressman F'orci, now t:hat you have labeled 

the war in Vietnar:1 "President Johnso~1 1 s war, 11 C:oes this mean 

that the basic bipartisan support of that contlict has ended? 

REPRESEN'fATIVE FORD: Bill, I think to set the reco:cd 

straight if I miqht, I'd like to read what I said, one 

sentenc~. 

I said, "It is an undeclared war and in that ::;ense it is 

President Johnson's ·war." 

In that context I think it is a~curate to l&bel it as I 

did. 'I'he President is Communder-in-·Chief. He has committed 

285,000 u. s. military pers,Jnnel to South Vietnam. He 

determines the strategy- and the tactics and so forth. 

On the other hand, I think in all honesty the Eouse a2-id 

the Senate,the Democrats and Republicans, do have a serious 

responsibility here and we can't duck it and we /2RD . 
shot1 o.n't pass 

it off er seek to pass it off to the Presidenc. 
..., 

nu -
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consequences 5.s a war involving the whole United States. 

2 

Now, I don't think that the conflict in Vietnam is going to be 

a politi.:::al issue unless we don't find some solution quickly. 

MR" BRUNER: In labelinq this as President Johnson's 

war, was -:.his ycur own p,2rso.1al observation, or was this a 

decision reached perhaps through consultation with other 

Republican leaders? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: In thh; case, I prepared the st:ate-

ment myself and I think it was accurate in the context that 

I h·ve tried to describe it. 

MR. Ll\WRENCE: Well, does Senator Dirksen aqree with 

you, for example? Is there anv conflict in the lcar'iership of 

the two houses here amonq the Pep'_1blicans? 

REPRESBNTP.TIVE FOP.D: I don't think then .is any conflict 

in the overall position of the Republican Party as far as the 

conflict in Vietnam is concerned. 

Senator Dirksen and J: have repeatedly said that the 

United States should stand forthriqhtly and steadfar;tly against 

Communist aggression in South Vietnam, in Southeast Asia, 

Berlin or any place else. 

On the other hand, we in the Minority party in the Legis-

lative Branch should not try to run the war. We shouldn't 

pick the weapons or determine the strategy. This is the 

responsibility o:f the Commander-in-Chief, President ~Tohnson. 
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3 
But, as long as he takes a firm stand against Communist 

aggression and terror, the Republicans will stand with him. 

MR. BRUNER: We l l, what else would you have him do that 

he isn't doing now? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: The Pepublicans, last December, in 

their Coordinating Committee meeting, Wally, where we have 

representatives from the House and the Senate and the Governor 

and the former candidates for the presidency, we said that the 

Republican Party was against an expanded larqe-scale ground 

war on the Mainland of China. 

We are fearful that the added commitment of about 

15,000 u. S. military personnel each month by the President 

is getting us into that position. 

We, on the other hand, believe there are some steps that 

can be taken, such as the closing of the Port of Haiphong 

by any ori.~ of three or four different means or methods. We 

thin~ t~ere ought to be a greater contribution by some of 

our allies and if they won't h~ us, the least they ought to 

do is stop helping the enemy. We don't feel it is our respon-

sibility to pick the tarqet, determine the strategy or the 

tactics. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, Congressman, you said just a moment 

ago I am sure you misspoke yourself, but let's get the 

record straight you were against an expanded ground war 

on the Mainland of China. I think you meant the Mainland of 
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Asia, thouqh you ar'::? aqainst the war with Asia too. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: X meant in the bro&d sense, Bill, 

we are aqainst a large-scc:ile ground war on the Mainland of 

Asia. Thc1t is the more correct way to pm: it. 

We certainly would include the Mainland of China within 

that definition. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Do yo•.1 see any danq _r that we n.::-e escalat-

ing into that kind of a conflict? 

REPRESENTA'l'IVE FORD: We 11, I tlink you can qo back to 

about 12 to 18 months aqo wht~n we. had in South Vietnam 

approximately 20,000 U. S. n,ili tary personnel. We 11ov1 have 

287,000 U.S. troops in South Vietnam and we have other air 

and sea forces around the per.phery of South Vietnam. 

It does appear,when you look at the numbers, that we are 

approxilJlating a larqe scale war in Southeast Asia and if the 

trend continues to the figure some people arc di.::c:ussing: 

400,000 or more, then I think we are enqaqed in a real big 

conflict. Biqger, for ~xample, numerically speakinq, than we 

had in Korea seine ten or twelve years aqo. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you now see Vietnam in its p:7csi.~nt 

condition a limi tcd war e,cpanding in'co a meaninqful issue 

in the 1966 congre~onal election? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think it could be although at the 
/'i D 

moment it is very hard, Bill, to determine precisefy. 
. 

If this strategy that the Pn~sident is fol.lowinq continues 
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to indicate that we could be involved in a prolonged war, 

I think the American people will ·take some action at the polls 

next November, particularly if they think there is another 

method that would bring the war to a conclusion more quickly, 

such as, I thinkF more effective utilization of air and sea 

power. 

The American peopl~ will not stand for a long, drawn-out, 

large-scale military conflict. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, Congressman, you think we want to get 

in and get out. You think this is the philosophy of the 

11merican people one way or the other. 

MR. FORD: Yes, Wally. My mail reflects it. I think 

the various polls and surveys show that the American 

people do want to be successful in South Vietnam. They 

under.stand the consequences if we withdrew, but they are 

getting more and more dissatisfied with the fact that we seem 

to be making a biqqer and biqqer effort but we are not qetting 

the kind of success that will bring about negotiations .and a 

settlement, and the ~rnerican people are on the breaking point 

I really believe, of"either qet in there and prevail, achieve 

your objectives, or get out." 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, how do you translate this into a 

vote in November? Do those who want to expand the war and 

hit harder, do they vote Republican or do they vote Democratic? 

REPRESENTATIVE FOPD= Well, this is difficult to analyze. 
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I wish I had the answer. I suspect that those who supc0rted 

President Johnson in 1964 when he in effect sa:i.c, "We a-:-::m' t 

going- to expand the war," they are probably very disi1lu3ionea 

with the President, s prornis€! and his perfo1.-mance and th:~y may 

stay away from the pollsft 

On the other hand, those people who were Republic:2.ns 

and who voted for the President may return to the Republican 

fold and say, "Well, we made a bad choice. Let's try t.he 

Republicans again." 

I think this is probably what ':rill happen. All of the 

polls show the President's personal popularity is 

plummeting downward, the support for the J),:,~mocr~tic party is 

being e::-oded away. 

I think this will redound very greatly to the Republican 

' Party in November. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you see a parallel between '66 and '68, 

say, with 1952, ·when the Korean War was very unpopular, when 

the Republicans called it ''Truman I s War? 11 Are you looking 

for 

REPRESENTATI"VE FORD: Bill, I would go back tt, 19S0. I 

think right now we are more comparable to 1950 when t;1e 

Republicans made significant qains. There was no pre;sidential 

contest involved. 

It seems to me that we are in a very similar situation 

and the Republicans will be the beneficiaries in this off-
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presidential year. If the President isn't more succ,essful, 

doesn't achieve more results by 1968, then I think we will 

be in a comparable year to 1952. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, Congressman, where do the people go 

who want to withdraw from Vietnam? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Wally , I don't think there are very 

many voters in this country who do want to wi thdra'-" bHcause 

most Americans appreciate that withdrawal would be a significa t 

defeat for the United States and would, for a qood many years, 

put us in a position of a paper tiger. 

The United States has a great stake in maintaining free-

dom and maintaininq ou-:-- own national security in Soutt1 Vietnam 

and it is a minority group, thank goodness, that says "Let's 

pick up our chips, withdraw, go back to Pearl Harbor." 

And so I think in this regard they won't have muc::h of an 

impact on the elections in 1966. 

MR. LAWRENCE: As the Republican leader of the m:,use, what 

do you think of your party's chances in the '66 election? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Bill, I am convinced we ar1:! going 

to make very significant Republican gains from the co1:1rt 

houses to the Congress, including the state houses, ir 1966. 

least 40 net .gain in the House and could go fifty or 1 , 
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probably five to seven extra Senate seats, anywheres from four 

to six more Governors. This is the year of the elephant, as 

we take a look at the public opinion polls, and our own sur-

veys. 

MR. LAWRENCE: With the year of the elephant and even with 

fifty seats you would still have a Democratic Conqress. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Yes, but, Bill, there would be a 

little different ballgame, I might say. I think that some of 

these extensive spending programs, so-called Great Society 

programs that the President has been ramming through the 

Congress in the last 18 months, would run into some more searc:1 

ing interroqation, some opposition that would end up with a 

better program rather than just open-ended authorization with 

unlimited spending. 

MR. BRUNER: How do you evaluate Ronald Reagan's victory 

in California? He is a so-called Conservative Republican. 

Does this mean the ~epublican Party perhaps is movinq back to 

the Goldwater riqht-wing philosophy, a little farther away 

from center, or how do you look at it? 

REJH'ESENTATIVE FOPD: Wally, anybody who qot all the vote,; 

that Ronald Reagan qot in that primary qot them from a wide 

spectrum of Republican voters. He qot a tremendous vote and 

this was not just a right-winq element in the Republican 

Party. It was a substantial vote by a great, qreat number 

of Republicans. 
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I think he conducted, from my observations, a very 

skillful campaiqn. He brought people in to work those who 

had been divided in the past, and he certainly qot the kind 

of support that a candidate needs to win aqainst Governor 

Brown who, incidentally, himself, had a pretty rough ball-

game in his own primary aqainst Mayor Yorty. 

MR. BRUNER: Was it a personal victory or Republican 

victory for Reagan? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Based on what I understand he 

espoused, the programs that he put forth, it was a Republican 

victory. He didn't qo off in one part of the political 

spectrum as far as the Republican Party was concerned. He 

talked about common sense, broad solutions to the problems of 

the State of California, and,as a consequence, he got broad 

support. 
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MR. LAWRENCE: Well, if Mr. Reagan can beat Governor 

Brown in November, do you see him as a Presidential 

hopeful in '68? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, certainly he would be 

among those who would be considered, Bill. As you look at 

the starters, so to speak at this stage of the ballgame, I 

think you have got former Vice f>resident Nixon, my own Governo 

George Romney, the possibility of Mayor John Lindsay of New 

York, and if Reagan wins he certainly ought to be considered 

and maybe some others as we move down the path here. 

MR. BRUNER: Who is your personal preference, Congressman 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Wally, I am so busy trying to find 

Republican candidates for the House and help them get 

elected I haven't given it much thought. I will wait for the 

convention in 1968. 

MR. BRUNER: I noticed as you ticked off the possibilitie: 

you mentioned Mr. Nixon first. Many people feel that you are 

closer to him politically, both domestic and foreign. Is 

that a fair observation? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I have a great admiration for Dick 

Nixon. He is a close personal friend and I thought he did a 

great job as Vice President. I think he would have been a 

fine President if he had been elected. But I am not picking 

any Republican candidate in 1966 because unless we make some 

gains in the House races and in the Senate races fn 1966 
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we will have a hard time finding a good Republican candidate 

in 1968. But if we can make the l<.ind of gains that I am 

sure we will make November 8, we will have a whole bevy of 

first class candidates and the convention will do a good 

job in selecting them. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, Congressman, it is said that you might 

be quite receptive to the Vice Presidential nomination 

yourself. Is this an accurate statement? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Wally, let me make a very firm 

comment in that regard. I am not seeking, nor do I intend to 

seek any elective office involving the Executive Branch of 

the government. I am a candidate for reelection to the House 

of Representatives. I would consider it the highest possible 

honor to continue the job that I have or something on the 

majority•side, come after the November elections, sc let's 

eliminate once and for all any comments about me being a 

candidate for any elective office in the Executive Branch 

of the government. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Once and for all, you now decline the 

Vice Presidency even if it is offered to you in '68, 

right? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think so, Bill. 
about 

MR. LAWRENCE. Is the Republican thinking / '68 now 

based on the widely held assumption that President Johnson 

will seek another term? 
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REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well certainly President Johnson 

would want another term if he comes out of the Vietnam 

war successfully, if he keeps the economy at the level that 

he thinks it should be. 

I see no reason why he shouldn't seek the Presidency 

12 

in 1968 but I am just as confident that a Republican canaidate 

could give him a good battle, as I see the picture now. And 

it is not a political campaign that the Republicans should juH 

say we shouldn't engage in. We ought to get a good 

candidate, we will have good issues, and I think we will have 

a chance to win. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, one of his aides told me the other 

day he wouldn't bet a nickel either way on whether he would 

run. 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, Bill, they are better 

informed than I ~n. I could only --

MR. LAWRENCE: Well, would it change your thinking a lot 

though, if you were running against another man? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I don•t think so. We should 

nominate our candidate·based on what our delegates think 

is the best man, and we shouldn't worry about whether 

President Johnson is going to seek reelection o.c whether it 

will be Vice President Humphrey or Bobby Kennedy. That 

would be an interesting conflict in the Democratic convention. 

I think we'd better make our own choice and let the Democrats 
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make their determination. 

MR. BRUNER: Do you see it clear and positively, 

though, that Mr. Johnson will seek another term? In your own 

mind, and personally? 

REPRESENTATIVE F'ORD: I see no evidence to the contrary. 

Most Presidents like to seek reelection, and I don't think 

President Johnson is any different in that regard from his 

predecessors. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Congressman, to come back to the '66 

campaign in which we are now engaged, what are the main 

domestic issues on which you hope to profit politically? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: The principal domestic issue, 

Bill, is the failure of the Johnson-Humphrey Administration 

to control the increases in the cost of living. The cost 

of living went up two percent last year in 1965. In the 

first four months of 1966 the cost of living went up 1.4 per-

cent, and if you analyze that for 1966 it will mean a price 

increase of approximately four percent. 

Now the President condemns labor and management for in-

creasing prices, or seeking wage increases. He tells 

housewives they should buy cheaper, or buy less. But the 

President doesn't do very much about controlling or cutting 

back non-military expenditures, and this is where the problem 

is and this is where he could do the most good, and I would 
,. 

hope that he would tackle this problem before he condemns 

tJ 
'-...-,/ 
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others. 

Now the second important issue, I think, is that the 

American people are concerned about a lack of a two-party 

system in this country. They are concerned that the Executive 

Branch is getting too powerful and that the Legislative 

Branch with the overwhelming Democratic majorities, 

uimply does what the President tells them to do. 

Now we have a tradition in this country of real compe-

tition in the House and the Senate between the two 

major parties. We don't have that now, with the Democrats 

having two to one majorities. The American people are fearful 

that we are losing one of the basic cornerstones or 

ingredients in our system by the Democrats having such a 

wide superiority numerically speaking. 

I think also another issue is the lack of credibility 

of the Johnson-Humphrey Administration. We have got a file 

of a great many pages where there have been many comments or 

releases by the Johnson-Humphrey Administration which shows 

they have told half the truth or failed to disclose all 

of the facts, and then of course out in the Middlewest the 

farmers are furious with the Johnson-Humphrey-Freeman 

Administration, and for good reasons. 

MR. BRUNER: Well, that is enough to start with now, 

Congressman, for some questions on them. 

On inflation do you favor a tax increase this year? 
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REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I don•t, unless the President 

can show that the costs of the war in Vietnam are getting out 

of hand. In other words, if the President comes up with 

a supplemental for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines 

of a very, very substantial amount, I think the Republicans 

would have to take a look at it to see whether we could afford 

to have that kind of added deficit ,particularly when 

we haven't been able to cut back on non-military expenditures .. 

MR. BRUNER: of course you have charged, though -- you 

know, that the Vietnam budget has been hidden and that 

we haven't been told the true cost of the Vietnam war. If 

this is the case, won't we need increased taxes? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Wally, there is no doubt that 

they have failed to disclose the true cost of the war in Vietn 1. 

Last year the Presidetn sent up a budget for the Defense 

Department and before the end of the year the Congress had 

to add at his request almost $15 billion in extra funds to 

finance the military. 

Now this year the £>resident sent up a budget for the 

Defense Department, including the costs of Vietnam, and 

already they are running short of money for this fiscal year 

with the increasing prospects of the next fiscal year. 

All people who are knowledgeable in this area, the Membere 

of the Committee on Appropriations in the House and in the 

Senate, are sure that the President's budget underfu ded 
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our military needs in Vietnam and elsewhere, and we can expect 

anywhere from a five to six billion dollar supplement. Now 

I don't think this is being honest with the American people. 

I think that the President or the Secretary of Defense or 

his fiscal people in the Pentagon should have known., should 

have been able to forecast what the costs were going to be and 

in all honesty should have told the American people what this 

conflict in dollars and possible taxes would mean. 

MR. LAWRENCE: Do you think as a practical matter if 

the President decided he wanted a tax increast at this late 

date he could get it from this Congress? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: If the President relates the 

absolute need for additional funds for the war in Vietnam 

to a tax increase, his prospects are good because most 
' Americans under no circumstances would want to deprive the 

Defense Department of needed funds. But on the other hand 

the President's chances of getting such a tax increase would 

be improved if he would take some action to cut back non-

military expenditures. 
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MR. LAWRENCE: Congressman Ford, what is the Republican 

Party doing to try to attract the new Negro voter in the 

south where the Negro has been pretty well kicked around 

by the local Democratic Party? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, it is interestinq, Bill. 

You know some of these ultra-racists in the Democratic 

Party who caused all the trouble down in Alabama, for example, 

in 1964 and '65, several of themcame to the Republican Party 

this year and said they wanted to run as Republicans, and 

the Republican organization in Alabama said, "No, we are 

building a Republican Party in Alabama on a different basis 

and we don't want you in our party as a candidate for the 

Republicans." 

I think this is the best evidence of what we are trying 

to do in Albaama and elsewherP. We want a Republican Party 

not built on the ~raditional Democratic basis, but on a new 

basis in the South. 

MR. BRUNBR: Well, Conqressman, how do you stand on the 

Civil Rights Bill, the one that is in Conqress now, 

concerning the section that would prohibit discrimination in 

sales and rentals -- very briefly? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think the Republicans qenerally 

will vote against the so-called Title IV as it stand~<• I D < 

think this goes far too far at the present time. \ 

MR. BRUNER: Thank you very much, Congressman Foxd, for 
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THOMAS J. DEEGAN COMPANY, INC. 
802 RING BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 6, 0. C. 

August 15, 1966 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
Room H2 3 0, Capitol Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman Ford: 

By now you probably have been briefed on our request for 
your support of the promotion of the Metropolitan Opera Touring 
Company. The matter was discussed with your Press Secretary, 
Paul Mildrich, last Friday by our staff assistant, Wes McPheron. 
We would be most delighted if you will find the time today to parti-
cipate in a brief interview with Miss Rise Stevens, star of the Metro-
politan Opera, in the House Recording Studio, Room 160 of the Cannon 
Building at the time set aside for the interview by Mr. Mildrich. 

Mr. Mildrich has reserved fifteen minutes for filming you 
and Miss Stevens in the House Recording Studio o:q. Monda~ August 
15, from 12:30-12:45 , 

Enclosed is a proposed outline for the interview which calls 
attention to the pending visit of the National Company to Grand Rapids 
on October 14-21. 

As you know, the Center is a sponsor of the Metropolitan 
Opera. This sponsorship is consistent with the efforts of the Center, 
which was established by Congress, to demonstrate its links to com-
munities throughout the United States. Our company is involved as 
the public relations consultants for the Kennedy Center. 

We suggest that during the interview, you bring out, as 
indicated in the outline, your support for the Center and similar cul-
tural projects. Miss Stevens will respond in a similar vein. 

The interview will be filmed in 16mm black and white film 
for use on a local television station in Grand Rapids prior to the 
appearance of the Touring Company there. It will last approximately 
three minutes. We will service the film to the station. 

Other Congressmen who are scheduled to participate in inter-
views with Miss Stevens in regard to the appearance of the Touring 
Company in their district are: 

Los ANGELES NEW YORK PARIS 



Congressman Ford 
August 15, 1966 
Page 2 

Rep. Rodney M. Love, Ohio 
Rep. William L. Springer, Ill. 
Rep. Robert W. Kastenmeier, Wisc. 
Rep. Robert E. Jones, Alabama 
Rep. Wilbur D. Mills, Ark. 
Rep. John C. Kunkel, Pa. 
Rep. E. Ross Adair, Pa. 
Rep. Thaddeus J. Dulski, N. Y. • 
Rep. William S. Moorehead, Pa. 
Rep. Albert W. Watson, S. C.· 
Rep. David E. Satterfield, V9-. 

On the Senate side we hope to arrange interviews between Miss 
Stevens and the following: 

Senator Stuart Symington, Mo. 
Senator Richard B. Russell, Ga. 
Senator Birch Bayh, Ind. 
Senator Vance Hartke, Ind. 
Senator Albert Gore, Tenn. 
Senator Robert Griffin, Mich. 

In addition to the proposed outline for the interview, we have 
enclosed the itinerary of the Metropolitan Opera National Touring Company, 
a resume of the Company's background, and material on the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

JR/mem 

Enclosures (4) 

Sincerely, 

I~ ~j jc~~~/ 
~~""- , 

I Jack Raymond 
\ 

Vice President 



ANNOUNCER: 

CONG: 

MISS STEVENS : 

CONG: 

MISS STEVENS : 

CONG: 

PROPOSED OUTLINE FOR 
TELEVISION INTERVIEW WITH RISE STEVENS 

From Washington, D. C., we bring you ----------------
who is talking with Miss Rise Stevens, world-famous star of the 

Metropolitan Opera and co-manager of the Metropolitan Opera 

National Touring Company. 

Miss Stevens, I want to tell you that we're delighted that the 

Metropolitan Opera National 'ii i-g Company will be visiting ----------------------.. -
----------- during its nation-wide tour. 

Thank you, _______________ . We 're looking 

forward with pleasure and enthusiasm to our visit to , --------
on --------------

I understand that this tour is being sponsored by the John F. 

Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

That's right, ------------ , and the Friends of 

the Jolin F. Kennedy Center, a voluntary organization whose purpose 

it is to emphasize the national status of the Center which is now under 

construction in Washington. A Center which will give the Capitol its 

first national forum for the performing arts .... music, the ballet, 

opera, the musical theater, drama and poetry. 

One of the reasons I've supported the Center, Miss Stevens, is 

because of its bi-partisan nature. It was authorized by the Congress 

during the Eisenhower Administration and has had the support of every 

President since then. It was originally called the National Cultural 

Center, but following the death of President Kennedy, it was given its 

JJres<'nt na1ne . 

A ,/1; --

I (,l!) JY 



MISS STEVENS: 

CONG : 

MISS STEVENS: 

CONG: 

MISS STEVENS: 

CONG : 

MISS STEVENS: \ 
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Yes, there are no political lines in the performing arts. 

We consider the Center 1s potential audience the same as our 

National Opera Company .... our national population of 186 million 

people. 

How many cities are included on this tour of the Metropolitan 

Opera National Touring Company? 

Sixteen cities in fifteen states. And - to remind - we 11l be 

in on ----------- -------------

What will you be performing in ? -------------
. (Add ----------------------------

identification and comment on any local artist appearing with the 

Company.) 

I believe our time is up now, Miss Stevens, so let me close 

by wishing you and the Metropolitan Opera National Touring Company 

as much success on the rest of your tour as I know you will experience 

in -------------
Thank you, -------------. I know we 1ll enjoy our 

visit to --------------
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TIIE FRIENDS OF THE KENNEDY CENTER 

To: Congressional Committee of the Metropolitan Opera National Company 

The repertory for the 1966-67 season of the Metropolitan Opera National 
Company will be Puccini's "La Boheme", Verdi ' .s "La Traviata", Mozart's 
"Marriage of Figaro" and Benjamin Britten's "Rape of Lucretia." 

The following lists those cities and states to be visited by the 
Opara Company through_November, 1966. 

STATE 

Alabama 

Arkansas 

Connecticut 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Missouri 

New Jersey 

New York 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

Tennessee 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Wisconsin 

.. 

CITY DATE 

Florence Oct. 
Huntsville Nov. 

Little Rock Oct. 

Stratford Nov. 

Columbus Nov. 
Augusta Nov. 

Champaign Oct. 

Fort Wayne Oct. 
Indianapolis (Opening) Sept. 

College Park Nov. 

Detroit Oct. 
Grand Rapids Oct. 

St. Louis Oct. 

Newark Nov. 

Buffalo Sept. 
Brooklyn Nov. 
Rochester Nov. 
Utica Nov. 

Dayton Oct. 
Cleveland Nov. 
Columbus Oct. 

Pittsburgh Sept. 
Lebanon 

Providence Nov. 

Chattanooga Nov. 

Burlington Nov. 

Richmond Nov. 

Madison Oct. 

31 
1 

29-30 

12 

2 
3 

4-6 

17-19 
15-24 

9 

10-15 
19-21 

7-8 

25-27 

26-28 
10 
14-15 
28 

3 
16-19 
25-28 

29 

22-23 
\'• 

4-5 

30 

7-8 

22-23 



FOUR OFFICIALS OF THE METROPOLITAN DISCUSS THE SPADEWORK OF ITS NATIONAL COMPANY 

E ENE 
by Anthony A. Bliss 

p ISE 

In the coming months the public will hear a great deal 
about preparations for the new touring division of the 
Metropolitan Opera-the National Company, a reper-
tory opera company whose establishment was announced 
by President Kennedy last year at the White House. Part 
of its significance lies in the premise that it will absorb 
some of the superb talent emerging across the country. 
Made up almost exclusively of American singers on the 
threshold of the world's international opera houses, the 
new company will present opera in sixty-odd communi-
ties throughout the nation. For many in its audiences, 
this will be their first experience of operatic theater. 

The Metropolitan, with its millions of friends all over 
North America, is a national institution, and as such it 
looks far beyond its image as "the old lady of Thirty-
ninth Street" to wider horizons. Its own renewal in the 
forthcoming move to Lincoln Center is but one of many 
avenues of growth. Another is the National Company, with 
its obligation to nurture native talent and to contribute to 
the vitality and growth of opera throughout the country, 
It is no secret that over seven hundred Americans are 
singing in European opera houses. While we can be 
justly proud of our talent, we should be equally embar-
rassed over Europe's gain and our loss. 

Recent years have been witness to a remarkable surge 
of creative activity in all the arts, and interest in opera 
is at a new high. Yet many people can enjoy opera only 
through the medium of radio or recordings, largely be-
cause production is excessively expensive. This expense 
can be lowered, however, by expanding audiences to 
permit multiple performances of each production, instead 
of the one or two currently offered by most American 
opera companies. The National Company, apart from 
serving many communities, will perform for thousands 
of children and students. 

Because good opera stimulates more good opera, the 
Metropolitan is determined to uphold the highest stand-
ards of excellence. Opera today must function in compe-
tition with today's entertainment; to be successful, its 
productions must appeal to contemporary audiences. The 
National Company, as a permanent repertory opera com-
pany whose artists are employed on a year-round basis, 
can place its emphasis on preparation, training and re-
hearsal, and can provide directors and designers whose 
talents have been acknowledged throughout the world. 

In addition to this expansion of opportunity for Ameri-
can artists and audiences throughout the country, our 

National Company is dedicated to organizing or enlarging 
permanent support of the performing arts in each com-
munity it visits. In other words, long after the perform-
ances of the National Company are local music history, 
the community will benefit from increased members and 
patronage of the group we will have organized to assist 
local leadership in the performing arts fields. 

Eventually, to ease the· burden of cost for these local 
organizations, the National Company will be able to offer 
them its sets and costumes on loan. Other services related 
to many of the aspects and problems of opera produc-
tion will be provided by the Metropolitan. What we will 
then be realizing through the National Company is a long-
desired dream of the Metropolitan: that moment when 
the National Company itself has no further purpose and 
can be disbanded, because the growth of strong and 
healthy opera seasons interlocking in all regions of the 
country will have made it unnecessary. 

E ENSEM 
by Rudolf Bing 

LE 

Within the straining walls of the Metropolitan Opera 
House in its last years, plans and projects for the much 
discussed expansion program are under way. Not the 
least innovation will be the emergence in the fall of 1965 
of the new National Company. 

It is not possible for a national opera house, whose 
lifeblood is the great singers of our time, to achieve that 
uniquely important theatrical brilliance called "ensemble 
playing." Until now there has been no such thing in the 
United States as a repertory opera company in the man-
ner of the Old Vic or the early days of Glyndebourne, for 
only a cohesive and continuous unit, not reliant on the 
jet-age singer, can enjoy the flexibility to develop true 
ensemble performances. 

A company training, rehearsing and performing to-
gether constantly can hone its talents to a razor's edge of 
sharpness. To this end we have sought out for the Na-
tional Company some of the greatest directorial talents 
in the theater and are providing them with that rarest of 
operatic luxuries, almost unlimited rehearsal time. They 
will have the opportunity to ar.hleve productions of great 
depth and excellence. 

Such a company, to be sustained financially, must play 
for most of the year. It follows naturally that the Na-
tional Company should endeavor to appear before as 
large ;:,.-,d diverse an audience as possible-not only the 
ardem ,peragoers but the potential audiences to whom . 
opera is still a "sacred cow." There is no better way to 

(Reprinted from OPERA NEWS, Nov. 14, 1964.) 
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Kennedy Center: A Cultural Blueprint 
By Wolf Von Eckardt 

ONLY $600,000 MUST still be 
raised by June 30 before an act 

of Congress, establislhing the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing 

· ...•. ,.,.,,,,,,r,/''}Arts as "the sole na-
•• \ tional memorial" to 

\ the late President in 
the National Capital, 

;( will become legally 
j effective. 

It is unthinkable 
that this last require-
ment will not be met 

.,,:-,.,.. somehow. 
·von Eckardt The ground for 

architect Edward Durrell Stone's im-
posing mar'ble and gold structure 
along the Potomac was already sym. 
bolically broken by President. John-
son last fall. Working drawings are 
nearing completion. Bids will be 
taken this summer. The steam 
shovels should start digging this 
October. And no one doubts any 
longer tha:t by spring· 1969 at the 
1atest, one of John F. Kennedy's fond-
est dreams will be realized. 

As now conceived, this dream of 
providing our Capital with a national 
opera house, a theater, concert hall 
and cinema-studio worthy of Amer-
ica's cultural aspirations began to 
take shape seven years ago. 

There were eno["mous problems of 
financing in a country that still looks 
askance at Government support of 

~-(P Musical 
(
-J ::c 

~0 y v· 1stas 
Exciting 

By Paul Hume 

the arts. And there was much heated 
controversy about the location of the 
Center's one, all-encompassing build-
ing. 

As designed by Stone, who was 
retained under the Eisenhower Ad-
ministration, the Center, with irt:s 
parking garages and all its necessary 
amenities, will cost $46.5 million. The 
Treasury has advanced a deferred 
loan of $15.5 million for the substruc-
ture. Congress has appropriated $15.5 
in Federal • funds provided the re-
m~ining $15.5 are raised p!l"ivately by 
June 30. 

Private contributions keep coming 
in. Only last week the Italian govern-
ment deposited $1.1 million as earn-
est money on its generous gift of 
marble for the building. Operating 
funds, along with the Center's pro-
gram and content, however, should 
continue to keep its chairman, Roger 
L. Stevens, hustling for quite some 
time. 

THE DESIGN of the building, all 
of 690 feet long, 360 feet wide 

and just a foot lower than the Lin-
coln Memorial, remains essentially 
unchanged since · its model delighted 
Mr. and Mrs ... Kennedy at its unveil-
ing in September, 1962, at Newport, 
RI. Only the romantic idea of a con-
vertible roofgarden for concerts and 
performances had to yield to the 
reality of airplane noise. 

Their ambition is to work out 
sound insolation, . accoustics, interior 

circulation, lobbies and work, stor-
age and rehearsal spaces so that this 
Center for the Performing Arts will 
perform to perfection for the artists 
anci audience alike. 

With one exception, this effort at 
intensive, functional design has not 
yielded any sensational innovations 
in theater architecture. The audi• 
toriums and backstage arrangements 
for the 2200-seat opera, the 1114-seat 
theater and the 2744-seat concert hall 
are, if you like, conventional. 

Rather than experiment, Stone is 
seeking to make the true and tried 
both as efficient and pleasant as 
modern architecture and engineering 
can make it. 

The exception is the cinema-studio 
which will serve not only as a small 
motion picture theater, seating 510, 
but also for intimate performances 
of all kinds. Part of the steep seating 
platform can mechanically rotate 
to create an arena stage in the cen-
ter. It's enchantingly ingenious. 

One great advantage, not only to 
people in wheelchairs, is the ground 
level entrance through huge, 60 foot 
high halls that lead to the grand 
lobby with its river view that runs 
the full two-block length of the build-
ing and serves all three main audi-
toriums. For once we should have 
ample space during intermission. 
Tickets will be sold in the spacious 
entrance hallways. Elevators carry 
you up to the galleries and a profu-
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sion of spaces that afford ample room 
for all kinds of exhibits and day-
time uses. The restaurants and bar 
are on the roof with its terrace and 
splendid view. 

Right at the entrance will be a 
visitors' lounge and orientation room 
for visitors. Though the main arteries 
of audience traffic - from the en-
trance halls or the underground ga-
rage to the auditoriums-are spa-
cious and clear, we'll need that orien-
tation through the building's com-
lexity. 

AS TO THE SITE, all concerned 
had to accept the f.act that, in 

the end, the Center must go where 
Congress had put its substantial con-
tribution - about 18 acres of park-
land at the foot of E Street, opposite 
Roosevelt Island. President Kennedy 
had said so all along. 

This location puts the Center some-
what remote from the city. It is visu-
ally, if not physically isolated by a 
messy spaghetti of freeways that, as 
presently designed, will be difficult 
to cross on foot. 

Nor is this disadvantage sufficiently 
offset by a spacious, park-like set-
ting. The Watergate project is woe-
fully crowding in. The southernmost, 
massive, sausage-like building of this 
wiggly complex encroadhes to within 
300 feet upon what is to be a national 

I shrine. The dignity , of the John F. 
Kennedy Center demands more land, 
air and greenery around it. 

The approach needs nothing more 
than the goodwill and some of the 
ample money of the Highway Depart-
ment. Its rebuilt E Street Expressway 
now runs straight on axis towards the 
middle of the Center's fronlt plaza. 
But when it comes to the sunken 
freeway it hesitates timidly and then 
fizzles out into wormy ramps running 
every which ·way. The highway 
designers have here repeated the 
disastrous mistake which has mined 
the potentially dignified continuation 
of Constitution Avenue across Theo-
dore Roosevelt Bridge. 

Nothing but the expense prevents 
the E Street Expressway from 
proudly crossing the freeway on a 
bridge that is suitably adorned and 
would thus give the Center a digni-
fied approach for both people and 
cars. The ramps for the cars that 
want to e n t er the freeway could 
easily be tucked under this bridge. 

Visually, symbolically and physi-
cally such an approach would at 
once link the Center to the city, paT-
ticularly since the now lost E Street 
will eventually have to be run undt!T 
the White House grounds to connect 
it with the other E Street downtown 
which the Pennsylvania Avenue Com-
mission hopes to turn into a main 
traffic artery. 

The Watergate complex, a design 
for which the Italian architect Luigi 
Moretti must have had a Riviera play-
ground but not our city in mind. 
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consists of five buildings to house 
fabulous luxury apartments, a hotel, 
offices, stores, swimming pools and 
a restaurant. It is owned by a com-
bined United States and Italian in-
vestment. 

The last building of the complex 
which would crowd the Center and 
tower over it by 28 feet does not yet 
have a building permit, though the 
rest of the complex is under con-
struction. 

A RECONSIDERATION of our 
non-planning o f this e n t ire 

stretch of the Potomac is in order, 
particularly since the President 
wants to make the river a model of 
beauty. 

And while we are at it, we might 
r e a 1 1 y make the Potomac walk-
way, furnished with pleasant light-
posts and benches, a great experi-
ence. It could be cut under Memorial 
Bridge. The terrace of the Center 
should be cantilevered all the way 
over Potomac Parkway right to the 
edge of the water. The Planning 
Commission has objected to this and 
insisted that the terrace cover only 
half the drive to leave the walkway 
open. But it might be great fun to 
walk for a stretch through an arcade 
and enjoy the delight of framed out-
looks. 

, The Center deserves to be a com-
plete and decisive part of our river-
and cityscape and its presence should 
be felt on a nice Sunday stroll. 

Dance 
May Gain 
The Most 

Bv lean Battev 
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Mr"'. • . .-; 1] in.11~ r-',.)or'1C'ad 
Co•1::-;r~,s io·1nl <'r,~i.r,n,'1'1 
fr·: r-n 1s , f t'·,r._ '<',-: . 110,~y Center 
11 1"1 ·-rm, •,lvan L, ,\vo ,•J~, ?-!.T.J. 
llnr, .. tngtr d, L . G. 2'1;(,6 

Ti .<i71·· y,·.: .'.°<'!:' ~:eur 1PtL ·r of L ~y 30t h, J.;;.viti•1ri; ne t:o 
t .:,c> .:t :.i.v£:•u . .i1utt'. LcJ-,,,·:!<11:'--: 'i.,t.::rvi-::,1 wit:, '?J>1~ St:E'.v~ns 
fm U!'H; ln Grm·,::i P:1p1.cb ~•'i, n t:,,i :1c t.ropo 1.i tr,n Clp~r.a National 
C mrt1 .. y i,ill ~.(! n"rfordr,~ i¥, ,'":ra-,' ~·:,p!.1'3 on OctobC'r 19th. 

I ap 1n:1c.intc your e:iv:!.n~ m3 fr,is 0r,nortuni.ty and will be ~lad 
t<' l.,lV- 'TI)' 5taff cet u,) a nrutt.c.1ly c.onveni<;lt:t time for the 
t nr,ing u:i~•t, a m2mber c,f y,t.r o:::-ga:-:.izatior. calls. 

Tr.ank you agai.n and wanneAt personnl regards. 
' 

Sincerely, 

GR:'!l 



FRIENDS OF THE KENNEDY CENTER 
1701 P E NNSYLVANIA AVENUE N ·W- • WASHINGTON•D·C• 20566 

TELEPHONE 382-1933 

July 30, 1966 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

The Metropolitan Opera National Company will be performing 
in your area on October 19. 

The tour is being co-sponsored, as it was last year, by the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Perfonning Arts and the Metropolitan 
Opera Association . 

In order to focus public interest, Rise Stevens, well-known 
opera singer and co-manager of the touring company, has agreed to tape 
five minute television interviews with those Members of Congress whose 
areas are to be visited this fall . The company's itinerary is 
here enclosed. 

Miss Stevens and the Frien 
hope that you will be interested r 

1s on studio near the 
e at your disposal to . :t. e e.m;,_,rg_p;t:).a e momen n 
out ten days or so before the company will perfonn. _ 

One of the Friends of the Kennedy Center will call you shortly 
to schedule the interview and to answer any questions you may have . 
Meanwhile should you wish to call for more information, Miss Ellen 
Coolidge at the Kennedy Center (382-1937), or Miss Kay Martin, in my 
husband's office (225-2301) will be glad to help . 

I hope that you will join Miss Stevens in assisting this fine 
enterprise of young American artists . 

With very best wishes, L Sincer•m~ kJ 
M~~l William S. Moorhead 
Congressional Chairman 
Friends of the Kennedy 

Center 

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts - Washington, D. c. 
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f'LE),SE CREDIT ANY QUO'I'ES OR E~{CBRPTS FROM 'l'lHS ABC mrnro AND 
n.'ELEVISION f'ROGRA..1\1 'IO ''ADC' S ISSUES AND ANSWERS." 

I S S U E S J.\ N D A N S W E R S 

SUNDAY-, OCTOBER ~:0, 1966 

GUEST: Congressman Gerald Ford (R., Mich.) 
House Minority Leader 

INTERVIEWED BY: BOD Clark a.:ld 
Bill Downs, ABC Newo Correspondents 

MR. CLl'.RK: Mr. Ford, nice to have you with us. h'e 

might as well begin with all those headlines the President 

has been making in Asia. no you thlnk the Manila Conference 

and the President's travels have brought us any closer to peace 

in Vietnam? 

REPRESENTA'rIVE FORD: Bob, I would like to answer that 

this way: 'fhe American pt~ople hoped that President Johnson 

woul<l qo to Manila and come back with a permanent and 

honorable peace. That has not been achieved. The American 

people hopJthat th(~ Manila Conference would result in a 

hiqher deqree of solidarity between the United States and our 

five allies. That has not been achieved. As a matter of fact, 

there seems to be some undercurrent of dispute between 

Premier Ky and our own U. S. position involvinq Viet Con,::; 

participation in the 

there. The American 

would come back ~ith 

I.' ~ 
ultirr1ate ryovernmcnt that \.,ril',1 h~}& f?place 

people hopE.J that President ,Jo> ison 
c(. 
v>_, 

qreater help frnm other allies 
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the world who would join us in this fiqht. That has not 

materialized. The American people hoped. that our prestiqe 

in Southeast Asia would be improved. This apparently has no~ 

been a result, when you hear and see the riots that took 

place during the President's trip. 

May I add I think our prestige worldwide is suffering 

some too. I recently saw some fi'}urez by Senator Morton that 

indicate eiqht out of ten Europeans feel that our prestige 

is lower today than it was under Kennedy and Eisenhower. 

So, when you add it all up, I really don't feel that the 

Manila Conference has made the American people feel better 

than before it happened. 

MR. CLARK: The biq news out of Manila was the offer 

to withdraw all American and allied troops from South Vietnar1 

if North Vietnan does the same. What do you think of that? 

REPRESENTATIVE F'ORD: I think we ought to know a little 

bit more about that offer, the specifics of it. As you know, 

there was some ap!_')arent contradiction between what our Am-

bassador to the U.N. offered a f.ew weeks ago, Ambassador 

Goldberq, when he made a rather similar proposal at the U. ;'J. 

There was that statement and then there was the statement 

na<le October 12th by the Secretary of State that was almost 

the same thing, and then the President's, or the Manila Con-

ference's statement made by the six nations. l\11 of then1 

seemed to be somewhat -- or to a degree, I should say, a 



3 

contradictory anJ not entirely consistent. 

2 Jl.~R. DO\JNS: Conqress111an, woul<l you favor wi thclrawaJ. of 

3 
1
! the tJni.tcd States if we can rret a peaceful anc1 just settlef'lent? 

4 I f, 
I' 
1! 

5 r 
6 ,! 

11 

7 

10 

Do vou think we should keep troops out there or should we 

withdraw? 

FORD: nill, it is nond to say that we 

should withdraw, but the terms upon which we withdraw, that's 

the real ~uestion. 

MTL Dm·ms Well, what terms would you set? 

Pr;PRES':"1'l'rrIVE FORD: If we were to wi thC:raw, I would 

11 ,insist that the North Vietnamese take their regulars out of 

12 South Vietn~~. The Viet Cong would have to be deactivated 

13 \ and there would have to be certain assurances that the Viet 

14 I• Conq ,,muld not lurk in the backcrround and then move in and 1 __________________________________ _ 

15 ,take over aoain. 

' 16 , It seems to TTte that if we wi thll.rm-.' wi i:hout these firm 

I 

17 ;assurances that are necessarv, we could suffer and South Vietnam 
1,-------------------------------------~-1 I 

10 ~;ould suffer a delaved <lefeat an<l certainlv this woul<l not be 
I -

19 \justified after all of the sacrifices that have been made by 
i 

20 1the Ar1erican.s, both in Vietnam and elsewhere. 

2.1 ?•R. DOl•l;·JS: Doesn't the conrmniquc say in effect -- at 

I 
22 \least imrylv it, if it cJoes not spell it out "~-Je arc not rroinq 

I 
23 fo pull out our troops until they have a secu~e and independent 

I 
24 trovernrient in Saiqon that can operate"? 

25 r!'~TlTU:SEN'I'A'l'IVE FORD= \·Jell, the corr,qunique, .liJ.l, Wu.S a 

1\ 
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J little indefinite in this :regard. It didn't recl.ly point out 

2 the basic terms by whiGh we would r1ake this wi th.Jrawal. It 

3 didn't have any provisions in it that wou.ld J.r:.surc the com-

4 plinnce by the North Vietnam forces and by the Viet Cong. 

5 This iq where I think the A~erican people have to know More 

6 hefore they can say they are for the proposal that was n.ade in 

? l'Tanila. 
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MR. CLAR'• You say the Viet Ccng would have to be 

deactivated. Now as a practical matter, how can you accomplist 

thi', without the presen-:::e of American troops? 

REPRESEN'I'A'l'IVE I-:"'ORu: Well, this is an excellent question, 

Eob. I have grave doubts that the South Vietnamese forces 

are capable at the present t·rne of handling the situation 

by themselves. The South Vietnamese forces have had a large 

desertion rate. They don't have the cadre of officers that 

are needed to really do a job. I an, not at all positive that 

the Viet Cong can be properly and adequately handled by the 

Sou':h Vietnamese forces. And if we Just pulled out and 

in ~£feet left So th Vietnam and moved our troops in 

considerable numbers, for example to Thailand, which 

may be a possibility, it would only move the battlefront 

from South Vietnam to Thailand . 

1'1R~ DOWNS: As a Pacific power you don't really 

think w~ should pull out of Southeast Asia altogether, do 

you·? 

l~Ef>RESEN'£A'l'IV1: FORD: I cercainl.y do not. I have always 

felt that the United States has an oLligation and a respon-

sibility to steadfastly and effectively meet the challenge 

of Communist aggression, Communist terror and Communist 

subversion in South Vietnam and all of Southe3.st Asia. 'l'his 

is to our benefit anC to the bene~it of the free world. So 

I am not one who wants us to retrE:!at to l'earl Harbo~ as some 
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Democrats unfortunately have said or implied. I believe 

for our own security as well. as the security of the free 

world, we have an obligation to stay there and t.o prevail 

over communism. 

MR. DCWi'-lS: l chink this is the Administ:::-ation' s policy, 

too. So therefore you are in agreement with that. 

REPRE:SEN'IA'fI\lE FORD: I am in agreement , Bill, with their 

basic aim and objective, I would put it. I do have questions 

1.n 0U1E:r a1:·eas, but I am in agreement with the President's 

dE:!t.era1.1.nation to stay and to prevail over Communist aggression 

in Southeast Asia. 

MR. DOWNS: Isn't that where the Republicans, though, &Ie 

in tro ~ble j_n trying to make the Vietnam war a political issue 

in thia election? 

f-<E.f'RI::SE1'nl1.'l'l VE FORD: Bill, Senator Dirksen and I have 

repeated~y said that we don't believe the Republicans should ma :e 

Vietnam and tne war and the crisis there a political issue. 

We have tried to be responsible in this regard. We have 

giv~n more help to President ,Johnson in this area than most 

of the Democrats -- in the Senate, paxticularly. I think 

it is unfortunate that the President hasn't been able to get 

more support from his own Democrats in the United States 

Senate during this crisis. 

MR. CLJ,RK: 'J.'here have been some proposals for an Asian 

peace conference which would include the Communists as a 
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followup to Mani' la. r,1ou1.~ d 1 ·' t 
h you J..Ke -o see such a conference? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Bob, as you know the -8.epuLlicans 

Charlie Percy in Illinois, and others -- have been strong 

for what we call an all-Asian peace conference. We felt 

that this would be a big step in the right direction to bring 

about peace in that area of the world and if that was held, I 

wou::: think in time you would have to bring in some of the ene~,y 

leaders as well as the Asian leaders themselves who are on 

our side. 

MR. CLARK: Just who would you bring in, would you includ~ 

the Viet Cong, fo:r instance, or Red '-:hina.? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think all of the participants, 

all of the combata.nts eventually, on the other side, would 

have to sit down with the Asian leaders themselves who are on 

our side. I have a lot of faith in .President Marcos and the 

other Asian leaders who are on our side. They have a firm 

position. They are very staunch in their opposition to Commun·· 

ist aqgression and terror. I think they could handle Ho Chi 

Minh, and any of the other opposition forces who would be 

at such peace taLle. 

MR. CLARK: How about the Soviet Union who have lJeen 

supplying missile support to North Vietnam, would you have 

them at t.he conference table too? 
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talking about. 

i"lR. DOWNS: Congressman ?'ord, two wee! s ago htm the 

President left for the Far East a number of you Republic:an 

leaders on the Hill feared t.hat he would so dominate the 

news and the headlines that you woul nit have a fair 8hake on 

this campaign for the November elections. Do you feel i::ha·c 

he has dominated the headlines and what is the political 

impact of the Manila conference? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD~ Bill, we were apprehensive that thi 

conference would domim;~te th~ ne'•J•·· and that the President 

would divert public att.ent ·.on from the basic issues that are 

disturbing the American people. But my general impression 

from ·cravt,?li119 in about t.em stat:es in the last two weeks 

I 

duriny the time the £>r~sident was in i'.1anila is ·chat the Americ n 

people a.re still concerned about those .basic issues: high 

prices, high interest rates, a disregard for 't.he law. 'l'he 

Americ n people have been interested -- and properly so --

in what has taken place in Manila, but I i:pink they have kept 

their eye on the ball, so to ._,p~ak, on the basic issues betwee 

Republicans and Democrats and I don°t believe any last-minute 

political oratory by the President:, when ho comes oack and 

makes his \Jhirlwind tour around the co'unt.ry, will chauge. 

very many votes. 

.MR. DOWNS: You expect a political blitz th,m wh.en he comr 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

s 

9 

tO 

? 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

·;7 

10 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

?" .,..L!, 

;~5 
t 
i 

'i 

9 

back? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, all indications are the 

President is going to visit a number of states and try to 

c.onvince some of our voters that things are good. I think 

they realize problems are here and they haven't been solved 

and the President's last minute political oratory won't change 

very many votes .. 

MR. CLARK: You have been campaigning furiously around thE 

country for the past several months. You have raised the 

suspicion in some quarters that you are working for something 

more than just the election of Republican candidates, that 

you are running for Vice President or maybe even .PrE.!Side1·.t 

in 1968. 

Would it be fair to call you the Bobby Kennedy of the 

Republican Party? 

REPRESEN'l'A'rIVE FORD: Bob, in the first place there 

isn't much resemblance between us and secondly our views are 

very different. I have absolutely no political ambition for a y 

other office than to be reelected to my present seat in the 

Congress and to continue to help the Republicans in the 

House and I hope to be the Republican leader in the House in 

the next two years. 

MR. CLl-\.RK: nut you would agree that you are not do.i.ng 
<1/-" ( 

yourself any harm for anything that might transpire cin the~ 
..., J> 
C: .::0 

future with all these contacts and good friends you mg 
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among Republican Party people around the country? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Well, there is no doubt that 

when I go from one district to another that I or at 

least I hope I make good friends and get to know people 

be~ter, but this is for the purpose, really, of stimulating 

our candidates in these districts and getting their friends 

and their helpers to get out and elect us a responsible 

Congress in the next session. What happens after that, 

why of course is beyond my own control. 

, 
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1 nav}Jc \·JC couh1 call you the P..iclw.r<l ·Hxon 

2 of Capitol Hill. 1./ould tlwt b0 1"1orc like it? 

3 'Tc 11, my 1 • ucsirc, as I sc1id .:i P1inute 

4 ar;o, nil 1, is not to co;·1c to .:iny district for the nurpose of 

5 helpinq mv own cnusc on a national level. 

6 vou ,..1entionec1 the ccono11lic i, sues and ?OU 

7 were one of the Republican Conqrcs-nicn or ~cpu~lican lc~tlers 

8 uho .::H1visccJ the ladies who c1re now on the :1icket lines in the 

9 supcrMarkcts, instcau to nickct the Hhitc House or the I 

10 think vou call it the "infl.:itionary 89th ron<,ress." 

11 ;.'hat did )<rs. Pord have to sav u.l)out that? 

12 P.J:PRESE:·JTATIVF: FOP.D: • 7ell, Bill, uc c.:iscusscu. ti1at this 

13 1··10rnin0 and I think she aqrces 1.-,i th r-1c that the cause of in-

.. 14 flation today is not the farmer; it is not the businessnan; 

15 it is not the wortinr1 nan \-,ho is tryinq to ciet hirrher v,arres. 

16 The cause of inflation in this country today is the excessive 

17 spcnclinrr, the non-essential, non-niilitarv spcnuincr out of the 

rn Federal treasury. 

'19 I uus surnrised. :.l1c ]-:.no\,1s a rrrcat t1cal about this osncct 

20 un(] if she is tynical nf" the llousc'..-,ives thrnunhout the country 

21 ··- and I think she is ··· - I .l."1 very, very ht1.pf)y because in ,'IY 

'- 22 iu<lrr"'lcnt this auministration ilar. hccn trvinr-r l0 rli_'.rcrt nublic 

23 opinion frori the cause of in f'L.1tion, ·1hic!1 is federal spcndinrr, 

24 to the husincssMan c:1nc: to the farrier ant:. to t:ic supcrn,arl:ct 

25 oncrator onc1 the lil-:.c. 
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I think ~v friend, Esther Petersen, when she went out to 

Denver to help some of these housewives was,to some extent 

anyhow, tryinq to di vcrt attention fro'11 the cause and she, and 

these housewives, were only showing their ppposition to the 

symptcms. 

The housewives, I have ryreat syr1pathy for them. I 

understand their frustration, but they could <lo a better job 

in the remaininq days before the election to come down and 

picket the r,Jhite House and the majority members of the Conryres::; 

who added to the President's bu<lqet and who are equally 

responsible for the high prices at the present time. 

'iR. DOW·JS: There have been, thouqh, siqns that the 

Conrrress itself saw something qoinq wronq in tlio supermarkets 

because you -- I don't know how you v~ted rn this; how did you 

vote on the Jruth in Packaqinq Bill, for exaMple? 

REPRESE"JTJ\TIVE FORD: I voted for it, nill. 

J*R. DOT-JNS: You voted for it. So, some th inq has been 

qoinq on in the market that the housewife doesn't like. ~ow, 

you were tellinq them, "Don't Llame the supermarket, Lut l>lame 

the r>resident of the United States." But the supermarket is 

there, the Presi<lent isn't there. Do you th.:.n:-:. it is wrm,q 

for these ~cople to protest? 

RET>RESENTATIVB F'ORD: nill, I think the housewives who 

are picketinq super~arkets arc ainin0 their ire not at the 

nroducts thev rret, but the prices they have to pay, 
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and the prices they have to pay, the highest prices in a qood 

Many years, if not all-time hiryhs, the cause of that is not 

the busines,:;l1lan who sells the product; it is not the farmer 

t.vho produces the comf'lodi ties 

t"R. DO ·rJS: Ii: is not the tradi:n(J Gtamps; it is 

not the contest; it is not the ''\·Je will ai ve you n freE"! trip 

to Europe;" you don't think that has anythinq to do with it? 

REPP.ESSNTATIVE FORD: I think those are promotiot qin-

rr.icJr 
probably 

that/could well be left aside in this crisis of high 

pric"-1s 1 but the Administration has souqht by one means or 

another in the last several weeks to divert public attention 

from the cause. 'l'hey have been treating the symptoms. The 

13 F12dEral Trade COM!'lission, for example, has belatedly jumped 

14 , into the ,fray and they are now at this la.st ditch moment beforE? 

15 the election qoing around trying to find out whether these 

15 pro'Ttotion proposals and these qir,micks are had or qood, or 

17 whether they are inflationa=y or otherwise. 

t8 This Administration is doinq everythinq it possibly can 

19 to qet public attention a\•1ay from the real cause of inflation, 

20 which is the federal spenc1inq that can be cut back and should 

21 be deferred. 

It is clever. I~ is qood politics, but it isn't qoo<l 

23 economics. 

~·1R. CLARK: Did Prs. f.'ord tell you when she'! complains 

25 about hiqh prices that there should be R tax increase to check 
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inflation? 

ru-:PHESEN1·ATI\lE F'ORD: He 11aven I t gone tha·c far, Bob, 

but speakinq qenerc.,lly, most r\m~ricar1s, from r,y tra,rels 

around, to some extent expect. President JOhnso;i tc ..;ome bac.l< 

from Manila an<l before January 10th, when Congress reconvenes, 

let the cat out of the baq that we v1ill have to have a third 

tax increase within 14 months. 

The President, I am sure, fully realizes that t~ere is a 

backloq, a biq backloq of untunded problems ir the Defense; 

Department as long as he uidn '': come br>ck fror,; Manila. with 

peace, and if he reveals the extent of this need and the 

necessity in the Pentaqon, as he should, for increased 

expenditures for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines, I am 

positive that he will wrap up his tax inczease in a tax bill 

tor the prosecucion of the war in Vietnam. 

MR. L>O\vNB: One thing on -che boycott before we leave that. 

Do you think it is qoing to hurt you or help you, tt1ese women 

nicketinq? 

l-IBPRESEN'i1 A'i.'IVB PORD: I believe it w.1.ll help us oecau;:;,~, 

despite the diversionary tactics of the A<lm.i.ui.stration, e:lghl 

out of ten Americans know;, according, I thi11k, to LhE: Gallup 

or Harris poll, that inflation is caused by excessive non-

essential, non-military spending. 

MR. CLARK: Nith the continuinq threat of inflation 

and with the almost total failure of Hc:nubJ icaru; .in this 
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last Conrrress lo J"Ylukc <1ny :-ul,E;tanti.-1 cuts in Great Society 

n:ror,r ~'"'ts, voul.<l yo·J. now c1 11"'cc with r ost. econor,1ists that a 

tax increase is neede~ now? 

~FPRES~N'rATIVT: FORD: I haven't vet seen enouqh evidence, 

Bol,, to convince me that a tax increase is inevitable, and, 

furtncr"1orc, the ~epubl -Leans in the riouse of ~epresq1tat i ves 

durinq this last session na<lc renc3ted e¥forts to cut back on 

non-nilitarv, non-essential spendinq. On five appropriation 

bills we of~er.ed 1 ~ivc •1er cent cut in spcnC:inq, whid,, if 

it had ')een 8Upno:>.:"ted bv the '.")er10crats, we could have saveu 

$5,600 Million. If those savings had been ma<le, we could have 

da~r,nned the fires oF in~lation riqht now, and we could have 

possibly avoided the need and necessity for a tax increase . 

•n11. CLARK: How r1any Pepublican seats o.re you rroinq to 

have to pick up in this next Conqress hcfore you can nakc any 

substantial dent in ~reat Society spendinq? 

REPRESB:JTA'rrvr: FORD: ~-]0 have to rrct, Dou, a minimUJ"l of 

thirty House P.epublicans to r~nlace thosE DcT'locrats that cm 

alonq alMost exclusively with the President's proqrams. 

I ,vas amazec1 --

MR. nrnms: Is this vour ">rediction? T.1irty? 

m:r>JH:;SP.NTATIVE T'ORD: No, BiJ 1, I thin]~ we will 'JCt 4 0 or 

more. Prom T'1Y travels arounc1 tl1e country, it looks r10ro <l 
• b~ 

T"'lore encouraqinq every clay. 

1 .'cll, that cTune 19lh --· I :·1ate to :[')'fill this cm 
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you-;- on this saPle pro0ram vou predicted 40 to 50 House seats. 

"Jow, c1re you downcrra<linq? IIc1s sonethincr happened that has 

rnadc~ you become more conservc1tive? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: Bill, I have used a phrase more 

recently that I think qives us a little flexibility. I have 

said 40 or more, but I must say and say it very emphatically 

that riqht now Iara convinced I could put More emphasis on the 

"more" whicI1 takes me up to the 50 figure that I used a few 

months aqo on this proqrarn. 

MR. CLARK: President Johnson seems to be trying to paint 

Republicans into a corner by recalling, quoting statistics 

that since tha turn of the century, since 1900, the avcraqe 

qain by the out-of-power party in off-year elections has 

been 41 votes. Therefore, if you accept President Johnson's 

theme, if the Repuhlicans pick up any less than 40 votes, it 

is a viatory for theDemocrats. tvould you aqree with Mr. 

Johnson? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I think the President is using 

statistics to cover up a defeat chat I believe he will suffer 

on November 8th when we do make those kinds of c::rains. Dick 

Nixon a few days ago had made a study, which is a very interest-· 

inq one, which shows in the first off-year election after a 

President is elected, qoing back to Roosevelt to Truman to 

Eisenhower, the net qain of theparty out of power is about 

ten, so if we, as Republicans, pick up 40 or more in this 
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election NoveMber 8th rather than the ten which is the 

traditional fiqure in this situation, Republicans will have 

cri ven a bier boost and the American people will have rejected 

the Johnson--Ilumphrey inflation Democrat Conqress, a real 

beatinq. 

~~R. CLARK: The Republican leader in the Senate, Everett 

Dirksen, is still predictinq a qain of 75 seats in the House. 

I :ake it you feel he is a little optimistic. 

11.m. orn·JNS: You are not takinq any bets on that? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: I like to aqree with Senator 

Dirksen and we do aqree practically all the time, but on this 

one I will qo along with his fiqure, but I think in all 

honesty the one that I have ~uoted is the ~ore likely one. 

* * * * * * 

MR. DONPS:, Congressman Ford, I think we aqree that this 

question of black power, the so-called white backlash, is a 

real imponderable in the upcominq election. 

now do you assess it? 

REPRESENTATIVE FORD: First, all the Republican leaders 

I know of have deplored anc1 reqretted that a limited number 

of ne0ro leaders have used this as a phrase and have sought to 

exploit the situation. I don't think that the American people 

are at all sympathetic; in fact, I think they are very much . , ,, 

24 1 opposed to it. I have the feelinq that in this election the 
v> 

l 

25 • • • • .!> l l\.rnerican people indJ.vi<lually will T'lake their dec1s1. n on w 1ethe1: 
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or not the white backlash is a factor or not. 

No one, aill, can for~cast right now whathar this will 

or will r1ot be a substantial factor nn Novc;-nber 8th. 

MR. CLARK: In some of your racent campaign speeches you 

seem to be:: if.1plyinq rather strongly that tn.e J\.dmin:i.strc.i.tion is 

responsible for race riots in the biq cities. Do you believe 

that? 

REFRESENTA'I IVr.:: FORD: I have never said that. I have 

poittted out that under this l,dministra.tion crime has gone up 

about 46 per cent while our population has gone up or..ly eight 

per cent. I have pointed. out that the Republicans in the House 

on several occasions have tried tc, qet amendments offered or. 

various bills that would qive better tools to the A<lrni&istra-

tion to solve these problems and unfortunately on or,e or more 

occasions the Administration has opposed these either indirectl 

or dire~tly, such leqislation. 

MR. CLARK~ I am sorry bm:. our cime is up. 'l'hank you very 

rnuch for being our quest on rsrnms J~ND hNGi-JERS. 

* * * * * * 

(Next w·eek: R.icna:ccl M. tHxon, former 'Jj_(;e President oi th 

United States and a leader of the Republican Party.) 
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will it? 

Leader? 

"ON THE RECORD" 

An interview with the Honorable Gerald R. Ford, 

Minority Leader of the House of Representatives 

Tuesday, November 22, 1966, at 11:00 a.m. 

Q. The Republican Conference will meet shortly, 

MR. FORD: It will meet on January 9. 

o. Do you expect to be re-elected as Minority 

MR. FORD: I hope that the whole leadership group 

which served in the 89th Congress will be re-elected. 

Q. There has been some question about whether Les 

Arends wants to continue on as Whipo Have you discussed that 

with him? 

MR. FORD: I haven't discussed it with him. I just 

assumed that he wanted to continue as Whip. I have talked 

to Les and he never mentioned it. I tgld him, as I told 

everybody else in the leadership, that I strongly hope that 

all of them would be candidates and would be re-elected. 

Q. What are the Republicans going to do 

House this year that they didn't do last year, now 

have added strength? 

in the 
0 RD 
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MR. FORD: Well, I think the overall approach we 

will take is that we are going to insist thatthe legislative 

process be re-established in the House of Representatives. 

I am sure all of you knew that we felt that in the last 

Congress the legislative process as we have known it in the 

past just didn't operate. The ratios were so great that to 

a substantial degree on the big issues, when the Administra-

tion wanted something, the Hou·se didn't operate in a typical 

legislative way. 

We are going to insist that the ~ommittbes operate 

in a proper way. There is going to be better consideration 

of measures in the committees. We hope that the House, itself, 

well again function as a legislative body. 

Q. Jerry, do you favor,in line with what you just 

mentioned, eliminating the 21-day rule? 

MR. FORD: We haven't made any decision on that. 

The leadership is going to get together in the next month. 

Q. What is your personal feeling on it? 

MR. FORD: Well, I don't believe in saying what I 

feel as an individual until I have worked out what I think the 

leadership as a whole should feel. There are some in the 

leadership who have expressed themselves that we oug•t to 

fight the 21-day rule and return to what it was. Several of 

the leadership have suggested that we go back and take the 

"Pair Play" amendments that followed the '62 election, take 
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some of the ideas we had at the time following the '64 election 

and incorporate those in some of the rules changesa 

Then one of the members of the leadership has sug-

gested that we take the 21-day rule and fight to take from it 

the discretion of the Speaker -- as you know,now the Speaker 

has the discretion to recognize the Chairm~n of the particular 

committee -- and make it mandatory that he recognize not only 

the Chairman but the Ranking Minority Member. This would 

insure that also the Ranking Minority Member can force the 

legislation on the Floor after the 21 days has expired. 

What I am trying to say is that we have some alterna-

tives that we are going to explore. We will get together some-

time in the next month and try to pick our course of action. 

Q. Have you had any indication that Carl Albert, 

who is the Democratic Majority Leader, will insist on rein-

stating ' the 21-day rule in the new Congress? 

MR. FORD: I haven't talked to Carl about it. 

Q. If they don't move,it won't be there, will it? 

MR. FORD: Oh, yes, the House has to adopt its rules 

the day the session begins. So the new Congress has full 

flexibility on what it wants to approve. 

Q. Do you expect to have to fight to achieve this 

return of the legislative process, or do you think that it will 

be. a foregone conclusion? 

MR. FORD: We have 47 more members. On its face, 
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that would insure that both in committee and on the Floor 

there will be a re-establishment of this legislative process. 

Q. Will you get more members on the committees? 

MR. FORD: Well, in 1965, following '64, the Democrat c 

leadership said that we had 32.-some per cent and they had 

67.-some per cent. It was virtually 68 to 32, so let us use 

those figures. Based on the elections of two weeks ago, it is 

43 to 57. They said on all committees two years ago that it 

ought to be 32-68. We couldn't do much about it. We feel 

that if there was a mandate in '64, there is a mandate in '66, 

and we ought to get the same consideration. 

Q. Do you think that you will? 

MR. FORD: We are sure going to fight for it. 

I think we ,have good reasons to fight for it, because there 

was a very substantial change in public sentiment as re-

flected in the gains we made. If the concept of carrying out 

the will of the people in '64 was sound in '65, it sure is 

sound in '67. 

o. Could you expect to get some support from 

Southern Democratic committee chairmen on this matter of 

getting a greater number of Republicans on the committees? 

MR. FORD: Well, this brings up the whole issue of 

the Republican-Southern Democrat coalition. My feeling two 

years ago, and my feeling today, is that the Republ' 

ought to make their own decisions on policy matters, 
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like I think we ought to make our own decision on the committee 

ratioo We want Republican representation on committees. 

On issues we will make up our own mind or we will 

make our own determinations on what policies should be. 

We will get whatever help or whatever support we can get from 

any Democrats. 

On the ratios on committees, if we can get any 

Democratic help in the breakdown of committee ratios, we will 

sure be glad to have it. 

o. As a practical matter, you will be getting suppor 

more from Southern Democrats than anyone else, won't you? 

Mil. FORD: This is what they have to decide. But 

I want to repeat and reiterate, the Republican policy decision 

will be made by Republicans. we will welcome help from Northern 

Southern, Liberal, or Conservative Democrats. 

o. Is this a bargaining situation now, where you 

are saying, in effect, the signals are out to the Southern 

Democrats, that if they expect to get any Republican help, 

they had better provide votes for increased Republican committe 

holdings? 

MR. FORD: No, I wouldn't put it that way. We have 

187 Republicans~ We will make our decisiors in the leadership 

and otherwise with those numbers ·tn mind. We certainly ex-

pect soma Democrati~ help on a number of issues. Whether or 

not they will help us on conunittee ratios or not, I couldn't 
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tell you . 

Q. The Democrat help you expect, that is Southern 

Democrats? 

MR. FORD: Not necessarily. We had some help on some 

issues last year from Northern Democrats. 

Q. What would you do in exchange? How could you 

help the Southern Democrats if they came along to help the 

Republicans or lend support to the Republicans? 

MR. FORD: I don't think that x·want to be in the 

position of making any deals with any Democrats, none whatso-

ever. This was· a Republican mandate, in my judgment, on 

November 8. I am sure that you know we fielded more Republican 

ccmdidc1t~s against more Democrats across the board than we 

ever did before. We received more results nation-wide with 

the exception of three states. We didn't do well in New York, 

we didn't do well in the State of Washington, and we lost one 

seat in the State of Maine. other than that, we made good 

Republican progress acorss the board. 

So what we have to concentrate on is making this 

a Republican policy. Even though we don't have the majority, 

we have to make certain that the public understands that our 

decisions come from within the Republican Party, so we can 

build in '68 to have Republican candidates against every 

Democrat .. 

Q. South as well as North? 
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MR. FORD: Nation-wide. 

Q. Isn't it more likely, though, that the Republi-

cans and the Southern Democrats will in fact be lined up on 

a majority of issues? 

MR. FORD: That is up to them. After we make our 

decision, Paul, that is their decision and not ours. 

Q. Les Arends was quoted the other day as saying 

that Republicans and conservative Democrats will control the 

next Congress. would you agree with that? 

MR.FORD: I don't know. We hope to maximize our 

unanimity, and I think that we have made considerable progress 

in that as a result of the '66 elections. I am not saying 

that we will get unanimous Republican votes on every issue. 

That just doesn't happen. But we will get a higher degree 

of unity among Republicans in the next two years than we did 

in the' last two. If the Democrats·want to support us, .that is 

for them to decide. We aren • t going to make any deals with 

them. 

o. But in shaping your policy, won't you be taking 

into consideration, if you do this or that, you will, pick up 

25 or 30 votes from the Conservative Democrats and thereby 

carry the day on the Floor, whereasd:hexwise you might go 

down swinging? 

MR. FORD: 
I Well, their unanimity has been far from 

perfect, too, on the Administration side, although in the 
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last Congress there was always the pressure of the White House, 

which I assume will be true in the next two years. 

o. Do you think it will be greater? 

MR. FORD: It will have to be greater if they want 

to win. They have 47 less votes to start with than they had 

before. 

o. Do you foresee a real battle in the House this 

year over legislation? 

MR. FORD: I hope so,Paul. 

Q. Are you going to have your own positions on war 

and poverty? Ara you going to have an alternative of sOlna 

sort to the war on poverty? 

MR. FORD: Well, as you know, Quie and Goodell 

had their proposal this year, which we offered as a motion to 

recommit, and we offered amendments as the bill was considered. 

It was a disappointing exercise or result, because we didn't 

have enough votes. But I would assume that we would have the 

same approach on that program in the next two years as we 

had in the last two. 

Q. Are you going to have a full range of alternative 

prOf'rams, in effect a Republican "State of the Union" message? 

MR. FORD: We are anticipating another State of the 

Union message. We think it was successful last year. We have 

some of our staff people working on ideas for it at the 

present time. 
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have some on the domestic side. 

o. Are you going to do it that way again? 

MR. FORD: I haven't talked to him about that detail 

yet. 

Q. Will you ask for free television time for this? 

MR. FORD: We certainly expect to make the same 

request, and we .hope we get a little more time and a little 

better time. 

o. How do you feel about the President's request 

to Eisenhower to tour Asia and other parts of the world? 

MR. FORD: Well, if Genmral Eisenhower's health 

permits it, I think he wuld be a fine goodwill emissary, as 

far as the United Statesis concerned. I think he and his 

doctors have to make up their minds as to whether he is 

physically able to do so. 

Q. Would that steal sane of the Republican thunder 

on Viet Nam, if·Eisenhower does go out there? 

Ma. PORO: I wouldn't tiink so. I think Ike would 

go aa an emissary for all of us -- Democrats, Republicans, 

and othen,ise. I think his worldwide stature today is higher 
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than it was at almost any time except right after World War II. 

Q. Wouldn't it be taken as evidence of bi-partisan 

support for the Administration's Viet Nam policy? 

MR. FORD: Well, I ·think I am right, that the Repub-

licans have given pretty strong bi-partisan support to the 

Administration on Viet Nam in the last two years. In fact, 

we have given a lot more support to the President in this area 

than some of his Democratic Senators particularly have in the 

last two years. 

As a matter of fact, we have given him far more 

support on the overall policy in Viet Nam in the House. ·You 

didn't see any Republicans voting one day for an appropriation 

and then within twelve hours signing a petition, as I think 

seventy-some Democrats did, saying, "Well, maybe we shouldn't 

have voted that way. We have a different position~• 

Q. Do you think Viet Nam ought to be a bi-partisan 
\ 

issue? 

MR. PORO: I think the overall objective of meeting 

the Communist aggression, and communist terror, and Communist 

subversion in Viet Nam should be a bi-partisan aim. 'l'his 

doesn't mean ti}.~~ we have to sit silently., or we can't raise 

some questions and can't make some broad suggestions. But on 

the ·overall objective I believe the Republicans will stand 

with the Administration as long as itkeeps that overall 

objective as our national goal. 
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Q. You are s~yi ng you ~ould feel free to criticize 

the methods the Ad.~inistration uses to reach that objective? 

MR. FORD: Not in a nit-picking way, no. But I use 

as an example here ths coordinating committee, the statement 

of December of 1965, which made s~me broad suggestions. 

I think that they were valid then, and I think that they are 

valid now. 

Q. Do you think the Republicans will have a more 

disti•nct Viet Nam policy than they have had in the past? 

MR. FORD: · I think it is too early to tell; Paul, 

at this point. What we hope ~o do, and this is in broad out-

line, is this: I would hope that our leadershi~ pan sit 

down with some experts in several fields, in the ·tiald of 

economics to see what they tell us -the· prospects/ are for th• 
! 

economy in the next twelve months, with perhaps some military 

people ··-who can give us a better perspective. on th_e problems 

in that area, and some experts in some of the other fields 

that will inevitably be considered in legislation up here. 

until we have had that opportunity, I think it is 

premature for us to be definitive on, we will say, Viet Nam. 

o. Yesterday the Administration inlicated in the 

United Nations that it was in favor of the Italian proposal 

to study the possibility of admitting Red China into the 

United Nations, the two-China policy. Where will the 

Republican leadership stand on that? 
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MR. FORD: This was a little surprising to me, because 

from everything I have ever heard the Secretary of State and 

others say heretofore, they were opposed to the admission of 

Red China into the United Nation::·. My own overall feeling 

in this regard is that until Red China proves by some per-

formance that they should qualify, I don't think that they 

should be admitted. 

o. I have one other question on Viet Nam. 

You mentioned there was an agreement with the Adminis 

tration on the goals in Viet Nam. I wonder what do the 

Republicans see as the goal? Is it a victory, a negotiated 

12 peace, or if we do get a negotiated peace, are you then 

13 going to criticize Johnson for selling out cheaply, or what 

14 do you want? 

15 MR~ tORD: If you take the various words that have 

16 been used by the Administration, sometimes they talk about 

17 victory, and Hubert has been the one principally who used 

18 that tenu, but several others have used it. others talk 

19 about a negotiated s•ttlement. They have used a wide variety 

20 of phraseology in defining their own goals. I think it would 

21 be helpful if they would be more definitive themselves. But 

22 I would refer here to what the coordinating committee said 

23 in December of last year, when the words they used were, 

24 "We do not seek unconditional surrender of North Viet Nam. 

25 We seek unconditional security for South Viet Nam." 
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Those are the exact words that were used as an over-

all objective. 

Q. Can that be engotiated? 

MR. FORD: I think it can be negotiated.-

a. Let me ask you about the national political 

situation. Do you feel that the emergence of some very popular 

Republican Governors is taking away or moving the leadership 

of the party na~ionally from Washington to some of these 
l 

' Governors? ' 

MR. FORD: I would hope that the Republican ·victories 

in the Senate races and the Gubernatorial races and the House 

races and also in the legislative races would prove that the 

Republican coordinating committee was a very, very sound. 

vehicle for the enunciation of Republican philosophy and 

Republ~can policy statements, and that the leadership of the 

party as a whole would stay in the coordinating committee. 

Q. Hasn't the coordinating committee been p~etty 

well dominated by the Capitol Hill Republicans? 

MR. FORD: Paul, if you had been there, and seen 

some of the arguments -- and I use "arguments• in the right 

sense -- you would have seen that all elements of the party 

had a major part in the drafting of the statements we have 

set forth. I guess numerically you could say the eleven 

Bouse-Senate leadership was the biggest segment. There are 
• I) 

five Governors and five ex-candidates for the Presidency, · <~ 
" \~ !' 

~.p '" 
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and some from the National Committee, and one from the legis-

lative group. But it didn't always work out that the House 

and senate people were unanimous. There were bona fide 

differences of opi.:1ion that were rasol vad with out any one 

segment of the party, ~ the Governors, or the Capitol Hill 

people, or others, taking ironclad positions. 

o. Do you think the coordinating committee will 

be able to continue its role in the next two years as well 

as you think it bas in the last two? 

MR. FORD: I think it should do better. In the 

first place, it is a going concern, Jerry, and secondly it 

proved its worth in the last two years. We didn't have a 

nwnber of spokesmen going off in one direction or another. 

We had once every three months a meeting of the group, and 

this brough~ in all elements of the party. My impression was 

that it was a major factor in our party unity. It certainly 

kept the party f~om going off in ten different directions. 

o. Do you think the coordinating committee will 

be in position in a major way to determine the Republican 

platform for 1968 or the election of candidates in 1968? 

MR. FORD: Well, certainly the policy statements 

which will be periodically issued by the coordinating co~ttee 

ought to be working papers for the platform committee. 

It is not the function, however, of the coordinating com-

mittee to pick the candidate for the Presidency. This, I think, 
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would be an overstepping of the charter of the coordinating 

committee. 

Q. Do you think the party will nominate a moderate 

or liberal rather than a conservative in 1968? 

MR. FORD: Well, we get into a problem of definition 

here. I think we will nominate a good, strong, progressive 

Republican candidate in 1968. 

Q. Would you agree with Rockefeller and Romney 

that,as quoted in the Times today, the party is moving away 

from conservatism? 

MR~ FORD: I haven't read the New York Times today, 

and so I don't know. I read the New York Times yesterday. 

They seemed to be talking a little differently from one another 

Q. They washed that out. 

MR. FORD: There was a semantic difference. 

o. Do you think there is going to be a conservative 

moderate fight in 1968 as there was in 1964? 

MR. PORO: I think the '68 convention, and I really 

19 hope this, will be a rather open convention, where the dele-

20 gates who come there will not be so tied down to one candidate 

21 or another that they can't exercise some judgment at the con-

i 2 vention. 

23 

24 

o. Well, some of them will be tied down. 

MR. FORD: There will be some. I think it wlll .,,be \ 

a much more open convention in 1 68 than it was in '64, where 

(_/ 
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there will be a freer exercise of delegate discretion at the 

convention than there was in 1964. 

Q. Are you saying that these various candidates 

should not try to get a leg up now? Are you telling them 

to hold off for a while? 

MR. FORD: Obviously we are going to have some 

Presidential primary contests, and I think that this is good. 

Of course, those delegates will be tied to the candidate 

that prevails. But there are a lot of delegates who come from 

states where there isn't a favorite son, where there is not a 

Presidential primary, where the delegates can be selected 

on the basis of their past Republican effort, their interest 

in picking the candidate who can win, who can carry the party 

banner. 

I would hope we would have a lot of delegates in 

this category who don't come to the conventtion totally and 

irrevocably committed to any one candidate,so they can ex-

press their own viewpoint and use their own discretion at a 

national convention. 

Q. Do you believe that a candidate will come from 

the ranks of the party's Governors? 

MR. FORD: We have some pretty good potential candi-

dates there. 

Q. 
{: fl R ;-; 

As a practical matter, do you think thft that~ 

is where you are going to get your Presidential nominee from? 
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MRo FORD: Well, all I can say is we have several 

firstclass Governors who have done an excellent job, and 

certainly on the basis of their record they are really in the 

fore~ront, and would make good candidates. 

Q. Do you think it will be an officeholder? 

MR. FORD: I would think so. 

Q. An officeholder, did you say? 

That leaves out Nixon, doesn't it? 

MR. FORD: Let me put it this way: I would not rule 

out any person who has contributed significantly to the 

Repablican cause over the past years. 

o. When you were talking about these delegates 

going to the convention uncommitted, one of the things you 

mentioned was the past Republican record. Were you talking 

about the record of supporting past Presidential nominees? 

MR. FORD: No, their record as a Republican, as an 

officeholder. In other words, in order to sell a candidate 

in the political arena, you have to have a record to present. 

Q·. Do you think Romney's failure or lack of support 

for-Goldwater in '64 has hurt him or will hurt him? 

MR. FORD: Wall,it bothers a nUlt\ber of the most 

devo~ed Goldwater people. 

o. Does it bother you? 

Mil. FORD: No, because I understand his reasons for 

what he did in 1964. As you know, I nominated him at the 
• 
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convention, and I hoped he would do as I did in '64. I sup-

ported Goldwater after the convention. But he had some special 

reasons in our State for not doing so. He never opposed 

Goldwate~. He just didn't take a position, as I recall. 

He didn't take a stand one way or another. He was running 

for Governor on his record. The State of Michigan in '64 

was a tough state for a Republican running statewide. He was 

the- only one who was elected, outside of Bill Milliken, and 

they ran as a team, Governor and Lieutenant Governor. It was 

one vote, really. He had some special problems. 

When you consider the fact that Johnson won Michigan 

by about 800,000, it was a tough state for a Republican to 

win. 

Q. So you think Romney was completely justified in 

doing whae he did in '64? 

MR. FORD: I can understand it. 

Q. But you aremt saying he was justified in doing 

it? 

MR. FORD: I thought he might have taken a little 

different position, but I don't condemn him for the position 

that he took. He had a real tough decision to make. It was 

his best judgment that what he was doing was the right 

thing. I don't question anybody under those very hard cir-

cumstances. The fact that he won was darned ~mportant for the 

State of Michigan, (:) 

as proven by what happened on November 8-
ct-
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of this year. If he had not won in 1964, the Republican 

Party in Michigan would be a shambles today. 

To take the other side of the coin, I don't know 

whether you were out in Michigan during the last campaign, 

but no RepublicBn that I ever knew who was r~ning state-

19 

wide has ever done more than George Romney did in '66 for the 

total Republican effort. Thank goodness he won i~ '64 so 

he could be the key to the Republican success in '66. 

Q. Do you think that what he did in this election 

has cleansed his record? 

MR. FORD: Well, he certainly has prcved beyond any 

doubt that he can help Republicans from the Congress down to 

any other office in the State. 

Q. Do you agree with those who say that he is the 

front-runner? 

MR. FORD: I don't like to claim credit for the use 

of that word, but I think I was the one who first said that 

he was the front-runner at the present time. 

Q. Are you going to work in his behalf for the 

nomination? 

MR. FORD: Let me put it this way: First, as I 

said earlier as you all know, I nominated him at the con--

vention in '64, and I think that he was and has been the best 

Governor that I have ever known in the State of Michigan. 

I think his record will show that he has probably been as good 
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if not the best Governor in the history of the State. But for 

me to do the best job here in this position, I don't think 

that I should at this stage be campaigning for any Presidential 

candidate. What we need is to get 187 Republicans in the House 

to work together. 

Assuming that I will be the Leader in the next two 

years, for me to be for one candidate and against others, 

I think could undermine our Republican effort in the House. 

Certainly not all 187 would be for the candidate I necessarily 

was for at this stage. So for me to do the best job in this 

position, I have· to stay clear at the present time of any 

endorsement of any candidate . 

0. When would be the time? 

MR. FORD: First I have to be a delegate. It would 

probably be after I get to be a delegate. 

o. To the convention, you mean, in '68? 

~R. FORD: Yes, sir. 

Q. Specifically what are you going to do to give the 

Republicans in Congress a forward program rather than a 

negative one? 

Aren't you going to be in a position of being the 

opposition to the Administration proposals? What are you going 

to do1 

MR. FORD: Well, I think that we will follow the same 

pattern that we followed in the last two y~ars. 
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should lay out specifically what our program is going to be. 

Q. Is it possible that there might be such a 

battle that there may be a stalemate and not much atall would 

be accomplished? 

MR. FORD: I would hope not. I don't think that 

the country can afford a two-year period of stalemate and 
, 

drift. I think we have to keep moving. I would hope that the 

Republican~ in the House can make a constructive contribution. 

Q. Jerry, along that line, I have one question. 

If you were able· ·to keep all or most of your 187 Republicans 
~,_ ..... 

' unified on any given issue, how many votes do you think that 

you would need from the other side to put 

majority on the Floor? 

together a 

MR. FORD: Well, you usually need 215, depending 

upon absentees. If you get 205 to 215 votes, you usually win. 

Q. You are talking about 20 to 25 votes then, 

or 20 to 30 votes? 

MR. FORD: Yes. 
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Q. Are you going to try to knock out suchGreat 

Society programs as rent supplements and the demonstration 

cities and teacher corps, and a couple of those other con-

troversial bills? 

22 

MR. FORD: Well, I don't want to be in the position 

this moming of identifying one program or another. But I 

can assure you we are going to tighten up on the expenditures. 

We are going to tighten up on the guidelines in legislation. 

A, nWQber'of the laws now on the statute books just give a 

blank check to the Administration.·· P'robably the best 

. _authority on that is what Mike Mansfield said a year ago, 

and what he repeated not more than a couple of weeks . ago. 

He agrees that the legislation we passed in the last two 

years was full of loopholes and rough corners, and was passed -

without any estimate of current or ultimate cost. · 

I think the Congress hu a big responsibility in the 

next two years to take a look at what has been done and to 

tighten up both as to expenditures and as to guidelines for 

the Executive Branch of the Government. 

If we do that, plus what new problems are on the 

horizon, with whai: new proposals we can come up with to solve 

those problems~· I think the congress can do a good job. 

Q. Ona of the questions is whether we ought to have 

a tax increase. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
., 

15 

16 

17 

ts 

19 

20 

21 

?.2 

23 

24 

25 

23 

MR. FORD: Have you seen my speech of yesterday up 

in New York before the United States Savings and Loan Associa-

tion? 

Paul can give you a copy of it. Early in the 

morning, Dr. Heller.: spoke and advocated one. I raised serious 

questions as to whether or not that was the right thing to 

do .on the basis that the economy might well need some stimula-

tion rather than some depressant in 1967. Probably what I 

said in that speech would be the best for you to use. 

o. If you had a tax increase, but the Democrats 

were ~illing to go for a tax-sharing propo~ition along the 

line that Congressman Laird outlined the otar day, would 

that change your position then? ... 

MR. FORD: I don't think that the two are necessarily 

compatible. What the Administration asks for, and for example 

what Dr. He~ler was proposing, was a percentage increase in 

personal and corporate tax. He said it was on a temporary 

basis. Tax-sharing is not raising revenue. It is taking 

more revenue away from the Federal Government. So I don't 

think that the two are compatible. There are different approach s 

to different problems. 

Q. I was thinking of a bargaining position, if the 

Administration were to say they would like to raise taxes, 

and at the same time will inaugurate a policy of sharing more 

of our revenue with the States and presenting it as a package. 
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MR. FORD: Quite frankly, I haven't considered that 

as a package dealo Even if that were possible, it doesn't 

obviate the problem of whether or not we ought to increase 

taxes, period. There are a number of responsible tax authori-

ties and economists who really question whether a tax increase 

in the light of the economic conditions today would be the 

right thing to do. 

So to go for a tax increase that was the wrong thing 

to do, and to tie in a tax-sharing, in itself might be the 

wrong approach. 

o. In anticipation of '68, are you going to give the 

Governors an important voice in determining what will be 

Republicaa policy on the Hill? 

MR. FORD: Through the coordinating committee, 

surely. 

Q. Will they be able to influence House Republican 

positi9ns on specific legislation? 

MR. FORD: We would welcome their recommendations. 

o. I was thinking of something like open housing. 

Most of the Republtcan Governors who are considered Presiden~ia 

timber are open-housing advocates. But the party position 

on the Hill last year was opposed to the Administr,tion bill. 

MR. FORD: I can't speak for Senator Dirksen, who 

took certainly the most adamamant position against open housing 
- ' 
' o. Just taking that one issue, do you anticipate 

;J 
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that open housing will come upa.Jain this year and what will 

~e Houa Republican position be? 

MR. FORD: I would say based on the record in '66 

there would be no particular change in it. I haven't seen any 

new-·legal. authorities that would probably change Senator 

Dirksen's view on whether or not it was constitutional. 

I haven't seen any briefs or any court decisions that would 

change his mind. 

I would hope that the rest of the Civil Rights Bill 

of 1966, including the Cramer Amendment, would be approved. 

I would doubt that Title IV would get favorable approval 

in 1967 or 1968. 

But the rest of the bill, as .we said repeatedly 

on the Floor of the House, and particularly the Cramer Amend-

ment, I think was good legislation. 

o. You are talking about the bill with Mathias' 

amendment? 

MR. FORD: I am talking about eliminating Title IV, 

which was the Mathias Amendment. 

Q. Let me get into one other area. 

Do you think that there is any need for it or do 

you think that the investigation of the Kennedy assassination 

should be re-opened? 

MR. FORD: Well, let me phrase it this way: I have 
I 

seen no new evidence produced by any of the critics. There is 
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nothing from any source that Iknow of, evidence-wise, that is 

different than what it was before the Commission. On that 

basis, if that assumption is true, and I think it is, I still 

believe that the decisions, recommendations and conclusions 

of the Warren Commission were sound. 

Q. Governor Connally apparently in the last week, 

after lloking at some pictures taken by Mr. Zapruder, is 

inclined to believe that he was not hit by the same bullet 

that struck President Kennedy, which was one of the findings 

of the Warren Connnission. 

MR. FORD: Governor Connally so testified before 

the Canmission. This is not a new viewpoint he has. He did 

so te,tify. The Commission examined with great care the 

Zapruder film. It was gone into in great detail. The Com -
mission, if you will read it very carefully, did not cate-

gorically say that the first shot that hit Kennedy was also 

the shot that hit Connally. I think the words or phrases are 

that it is persuasive that the first shot that hit Kennedy 

also hit Connally, but we did not categorically say that we 

took a unanimous view on the one-shot theory. 

Q. Did the Commission consider the implications 

of a second shot, one , not fired at Kennedy, but a second 

shot hitting Connally and not the same bullet that struck - -
Kennedy? 

MR, FORD: We considered that as a possibil~ 
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Q. Did you reject the idea that that necessarily 

meant a second assassin or accomplice for Oswald? 

MR. FORD: We were very categorical in our conclusion. 

We said Lee Harvey Oswald was the assassin, but we also said, 

and this language was carefully drafted, that the Commission 

has found no evidence of a conspiracy, foreign or domestic. 

Then we went down through the various questions that involved 

a conspiracy. 

Q. Was that a unanimous feeling within the Com-

mission? 

MR. FORD: Yes. 

Q. Do you think the Commission examined all of the 

evidence that has been tumed up to this date? 

~R. PORO: Not up to this date. We were discharged 

in September of 1964, and our responsibilities ended. 

Q. Do you think there has been new evidence? 

MR. FORD: We examined all of the evidence that we 

could assemble prior to the issuance of the report. 

Q. Do you think there might be a need to review any 

evidence that has been turned up since that date, perhaps not 

by the Commission, but by another body of equal stature or 

comparable stature? 

MR. FORD: If there is new evidence, I would have 

no objection to a responsible authority or group examining 

that evidence. 



... 

1 

2 

a 
4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 .. 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

?.2 

23 

24 

25 

28 

o. Do you think that this rash of books and specu-

lation is plowing over old ground mostly? There is no new 

evidence, is there? 

MR. FORD: None of the books that I have read, or the 

reviews of various books that I have read, has shown any new 

evidence. Certainly the Zapruder film is not new evidence. 

That .was very basic and very important evidence before the 

Commission. And Governor Connally's views are not new. He 

testified to that effect at the time of his appearance 

before the Commission. 

Q. Did the members see the autopsy films and the 

autopsy report? 

MR. FORD: No, I did not. In all honesty, I think 

that this is the most unsound criticism of the Commission. 

You are .all layman, and I am a layman. Supposing they brought 

in all of the x-rays, and all of the photographs right here, 

and said, "Now you examine them." Would you feel qualified 

to pass judgment on what they meant? 

Wasn't it more sensible to bring up the people that 

conducted the autopsy, Commander Hume who was the doctor and 

the other two people who performed it, and get them under 

sworn testimony to tell their impressim and to diagram what 

it meant? Isn't that a lot more sensible than to turn ,over 
/) 

a pile of x-ray films and other technical data to a group 

of laymen? 
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I think that this is the most unsound criticism of 

any that have been made. 

Q. Do you think this speculative stuff could 

reach a point where enough doubts are raised that the Warren 

Commission report could be undermined and would require a new 

investigation, or do you think this is going to die out? 

MR. FORD: Well, they are still writing books and 

articles about Lincoln's assassination. That was one hundred 

years ago. 

Q. Have you seen or heard anything that shakes your 

confidence in the conclusions of the Warren Commission report? 

MR. FORD; None . 

Did any of you read Merriman Smith's article? 

Q. Yes; in the Saturday Evening Post? 

MR. FORD:, Yes. That was pretty strong, and a 

pretty good defen~e. I would assume all of you agree h~ is 

a very responsible man, and he was there, and he certauily 

ha& no axe to grind. 
.. -

.. p,,.. 

Q. Thatis in line with what Paul said, if it might 

not be in the public interest, because perhaps now we are at 

the zenith of this rash of criticism or question-raising 

or maybe it will grow bigger. I wonder whether it wouldn't 

be in the public interest to sit down and have somebody go ,, 

point by point through every one of these questions that are 

raised and answer them. 
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MRo FORD: I don't think we are the ones to decide 

that.· After all, we were given a job to do, and we did the 

vary best we could on the job,and I don't think that we 

should get into the controversy. 

MR. NILTICH: What you are suggesting is that sane 

other group take the same evidence that the Warren Commission 

studied and go over all of that and say whether or not they 

think the Warren Commission was right. 

o. That is not what I am suggesting at all. I am 

suggesting that some group take all of the criticism and all 

of the questions that have been raised since the warren Com-

mission report, and look through them and~ee specifically 

what they are offering, and investigate thos~ thigns, and 

then attempt to see if it is possible to respond to them, and 

see if perhaps some new issue is being raised that hadn't 

been recognized before. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

o. Let me ask you one more political question: 

What do you think the past election meant to the 

Republican Party, and how much of an increased chance to win 

the Presidency do you think you have from it? 

MR. FORD: Well, when you add up all of the gains 

that were made from the state legislatures to the governor-

ships and to the Congress, it has really revitalized the party 
( 

across the board. It makes it certain that the Republicans 
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are going to have a strong Presidential-Vice Presidential 

ticket in '68. I said, as some of you may remember, that if 

we don't make gains in '66, we will have a hard time finding 

good candidates: but if we make gains in '66, we will have 

plenty of good candidates. I think that there is evid,.ence 

there that we have a number of alternatives. 

Q. Did it move you in any particular direction? 

MR. FORD: I would say it was a middle-of-the-road 

Republican victory, when you add up all of the variations in 

the formula. 

Q. Does it point to the election of a middle-of-

the-road candidate as well in 1968? 

MR. FORD: I would think so, yes. It makes it more 

possible, let me put it that way. 

(The interview was concluded at 12:15 p.m.) 
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GUES'l': Rap. Gertlii Ford-GOP House leEder 

MODERATOR: JOIIN CH/IJ1BE-:S 

PAl\JEL; FPJIJ.'IB: ELEAZER-UPI House Cor.rc,ponde.nt 
t1ally Brunner.-UPI..,,AudiorCongressional Co1--responda11t 

CHP.:.'iBERS~t"Hw.t is your prime terge-t, for the 90th Congress? 

FOR RELEJ\SE& trNDAY AM1S om. 26, 1966 

I!'O'S:D~ I believe the major dif'farence bet~een the 89th e.nd 90th Congress is the 1-I0use of Reprasen..-, 

>'40:l:iiVGG wiJ 1 be ra-este.blish0d o.s a legislative body. It uill be ir.Mpendtint of the pressur21s oxh.1 

domin1.:rl;ior1 of the i71tlte Houae. We 011 be considering l<lgisla.tive proposals in the House, and :i.11 

.J, 

commit, tee and on tbs f'loor in wh!l.t has been thG traditional trq legislation is handledo •m 

convinced 't7e Tiill do a rar better job. tTa will pi-obably tighten up aome of .the lecisle.tion. Vie ,J.1'. 

001.-tdnly rerluce e~er;ditnres. \"'.e 911 parh8ps do sorae things leeislntively that we'rnt done and 

probably should have been donG in the 89th Congef;s~ But it will be primaril.T a more const1mctiv-.:~ 

Congress than it we.s two years ago. 

BmmNBRiHow are ,-ou goine to gat all this done 'Without a meJority? 

ll'ORD;i7e are naturall.y. hq,eful that we'll get some help from discern··- g democrats wl.o will believe 

in the Republican program that we will determine inov Republican policy committee. In the past 

Wilt~' gotten help from both Northern and Southern Damocrats, liberal democrats and conaervnt:lve 

democrats" Wa hope a11d trunt thcr vdll be a conM.nuation of some help end a.ssistr,nce from 

daomocre.ts in 1937 and 19680 

BRUllll'JE.."i'l: Row does ·the membe,~ship lLtie up by n1·mbers "Ghan? 

FOnDz All I can say is us brlve 187 Republfoans. There is no coal·tion. No automatic coall tion" w,;1 

hl•.ve i.-:.q aopen::l or: getting hslp from Democratc on the soundness of our poliey- and the persue.s:lve:t.,as: 

. , 
K!.,r::AZER~:-JHE'";E IRE YOU Gn:NG TO RETUCE EXPE?-ID!TUT'J!S? 

F'ORD: I would agree that the 89th Congress talked about raduc&ng e:xpenditures- waa•nt very 

~lf.feetiva in a.chiaveing it and the fai~ure or the de!llOCrat:tc majorit~ to m~ the reduetio11s 

resulted in :tnrle.tion and as a result I think the Americen people repudiated the Democratic P!'-1.r"i;y 

on this issue as well as othersci Now in the 90th Congress I 1hink we are going to be a1\la to 



mDkC som0 :reduct.ions i11 expenl!t:ttu:f;tes because the Republics.ns will conti11ue what they tried to c1o 

in tb.G last tuo yee.rs a.Di we've got more troops to do it with. But let me take a sr,ecir:tc 

exa.irple,. I hap:)en fo t.h:lnk,, for e~,,le, that the $100 m1.llion that is available for the so callee 

11:LEf.Zi:::Rt J\retnt all those things really jus·l; peanu·is uhan ue are talldng about $140 bill:i.on 

federal badgot? 

F'ORD: I don't thit k $100 million for beautification is peanuts,. That's a 1~ of to.x money f'l"'om 

v. lot of good people ru1.d in my judgement these S1'e simply illt1strci.tions of areas v;her'1 we den 

:m:1k13 raduct~o11s·. And if we do it down the line: across the board, they add up pretty qnickly Ri:'ID 

xim convincoo. vro Ca!l make reductions ot rt least $5 billion if the House and the Se?lF'te puts 5:i;s 

ELEAZlsR.: Five blll:J.on dollars below what,-what we 're spending in ·the curr9nt 1'9flr? 

FORD~ In some of these programs yos. 

Cil/U1BT.ES;; Not the ~140 billion the President is thinidng about Cong-ress for#, 

FOR.Dr or course there's been just so much speculation e.ro11nd WasMngton as to just wha·t the 

Presldsntts budget is goine ·to be. Until m, actually see TTlwt he is sending up to Congress we 

0£•'.l 7t bei3 to categorical as to the top• f1gu 0.·e and rrhrt '\"?8 ore going to rec~uce it. Th:I.s is ol1e ,.:,1' 

tl1Ja problems we face .. This {)dministre.tior. has used more budget gir.".miokry-has Ia:,pt the America.n 

peopJa in mor0 fiscal darkness than any other ~dmi1rl.stration in the history of the u.s. 

CIIA::BERf.;~ Do you mean this budget is going to be a gimm:tckf 

FORD: 'J:Jo, I didi.'n•t SW that~ AJ.1 I'm say5ng is that this administration a yerr e.2:0 tried to fool 
deficit 

tht3 p·~op· s as to the faot thrd; they were ed.11g to have a $1:SOO~OOO dmm,Mmd'h Now in the Budge-!:; 

document H:.sal.r, ~rhich was 11 phony document, they tried t.o cover up the actual and honest .f'iscal 

picttB~o Thay· included in revenue the sale of certain assests. They took $1,800,000 in cutting 

the siJ.vet· con·hen-t ofthe coins. They did other things which v;e:re in e.crtual practice deceptive as 

£e.2" as the overall ~icture is conderned. And nOll', s.11 or a sudden, 5n stead of a $1.S billion 

deficit; th.'?!.'v the Presiden".;promised a ye r ago, oo now find thct the estimr:tes ere there V7111 be 

r: defiolt of ar~h:~r0 from $6 to $10 billion at the end of the fiscal 3--ear., 



CI-L'J'J.m:ns :: JU.ll\ t~o the;r a,·e going to have to raise reve11ues and presumably' this y-e£1rf 

FOP.Da Th1sis a decision thePresidant :~.s in the process of making rieht now. I don •t lr.now t1hathar • 

BRUlr-ERiDo you ·thl.iJc the Democra:t;s e.l"e going to co11tinue ·l;o epend more money or sre'nt they going 

FORD: I uiJ.1 hope the Democr.rt,s t1ho rr ·s ra,.elected in tha House 't'Tlll have gotten the messagr,.i 

from ·the -v:oters i11. November. The vo·iiers certainly in my opinion vot..ed ·i;o hrtve a congress t.hi,1;, ,m.,1 

mo:i:·e V'-"Sf>ons:i.ble i'isce.l 8.lld I think tha Domo~ro.ts who uere rs-electoo go the messe.ge. In acl:1.:1:tinr;. 

-i:;he Ropublioe.ns ·aho vzere elected end those who mre elected defeating DamocrE1.ts vrlll cait&i11ly tlo 

\'ihat they can. to redt.1ce e:xpe~, di tu res .. 

ELEAZER,Would'nt it be equally dishonest for the President to hold out to the Americrn people 

t hat e>rpendi tures a~ g oin.3 to be cut by th5.e Collgress'? 

:~'OBJ)~ ·mi.at I 1ve res.l,.y said is tha!; ,..,e should hrve and the country deaArves-truth in budget:hig.,, 

f'o clici. 'nt hP..va truth in budgaM.l'l..g in ttie budge·t. thf.'.t was submitted to the Amarior,.n peop:o in .Tr:,r.14 

r.:LEJ1ZSRs Jsn't it a. fact the.t spending rises evoi•yyeer-it goes up no matter wh,itber the Rep ubI~.c?n 
• 

2.re :i.n tlV:JDemocz·ate-it go'-"S up. 

FOP.D:'I'he riaa ·n e':pend:i.tures in the last two y-e~s under the discredited 89th Congress has 1:ieen 

gree t er than any other. !t'e rlmost -tmbeJ.iovo.·bJ.s thc-t· we o.re going to hc~.ve a buget or $140 bi.11:I.::i 

according to soma so,,,,callad e,:perts. And particuarily when rr.:, see that not allot that increase 

comen .from t.ba conflict in Vietnam. As a mat·ter of raat, according to tho strtistioe ?18 hove br:(;;:~ 

::.bJ.o t o r ind there hac been a very substantial rise ir1 non-military e~eriditul!es-almost equr:.1=-.... 

no~.; qnit,ec,,.-but aLi!ost aquoJ. to the rise j_n the e~eooi,ures for the mjJ_itary-. 

CRi~:-B'1r'S; Do you see ru:t1 hq,e thnt the n2r ight decelerate and won't cost ac mch? 

li'ORD~ I t,hi nk all Americans a.re very hq,ef\11 tha.t the ro nflict in Vic tnam will slow down [ nu 

·the.t i'h 'i.'7111 torminute ar .. d that, '\?a cr.n have an honor-a.ble and permanant peace in Vi~tnam0 

FOPD6 It does ' nt l ook encouraging a.t this particulo.r moment·. But ac long as we keep i,ressu'!'"~ on 

-J;J1-3 comri'.llltlst aggre:-:sors in South Vietnam [Ind as long as we are maldng progress both militarily 



... 4--a 
w:id 1.n om.• ps.cL.~crtion prograr&--I think the prospects iq,rove ~or a sett} ement in Vietna!ae 

BRUNNE.'RaHow m.11 ·!;be Republicans be f:.ble to tmm. reducing a:xpenditures arourw. to their politioeJ. 

desires in 1968 when they den •t he.ve a majority to point to? 

FORD: I'Za eonflcl9n·l:. that -Mie Am0riol'.n piiopJ.<J \V-111 know which politice.1 party took the lead-·which 

political part1 hac1 the groc.ter number of votes in maki:·g these 1:rnpendi·l;ure reo.uctions. The 

f,m~r:t an p0c.~;J.e are very r0Sponsible group-they a.rG be·i;ter informed than most politicier1s giv0 

them c:,.:edit for a.1-lcl. I 1b.ll1k , come 1968 they will la1ot7 vrhleh pol:ttiea.1 party we.a responsible e.nd 

DRU!ITlE.tl.:How can. you fk".VO you end Romony, fro-u1 the same ste.te larding the Republicf'n ticket? 

F'OPD: Tm best snsnGr to tha.t is under no circumstances am I interested in being a aa.ndide.te lcrr 

ei·thar tb9 vioe-preaidency or the presidency-. I elimfnvte thnt problem by r.iy- cmn ac··~1on and this 

of course leaves it clear to Gov. Romney to by our favorite son and a potential Republi<!an · 

o;-.ndidr te ror thG Presidency. 

GH!c.·n-:''.S: Do you torsae an anti-missi~ missile gap cooing tlp? 

:;·oRD: It do'.'1S apr,ear thri.t the Unit,ed States bas not tclten the necessary initiative to go in·to 

:;,:roouction on the anti ballistic mis: ile :missle. Th:ls program has been und r reseerch and da11'(ll11pm 

st~ge far eight years or m01~ beat reoollection ia thct we have spent close to $2 billion on 

the ~see.r·eh e..nc1 davlopr.:e:rri.i of ·the anti-ballistic miflsile. I feel thet t· e eongeess in the l:,~st 

session we.s 1·igl1t fr adding money to tho mili te.ry budget .for the p\JIPOSG of ·:etting :1 nto tho 

pz-od.uct:':.on of an e.nt:t ballistic missile misfile syst".".m. I woule: hope that President Johnson o:nc1 

1t.'."., WcNa.11.' i-s. that wrs made nva.·Uabel by tho Conv:-ess fo~ this projec•i;fl 

·EIJ~J.Zilll:Have you seen ev5.denet, that Russia is deploying its verdon of an anti mini.le missile? 

F(iTtDg'ihsl."G has bean evidence for some ·time that -t!1e Soviet Union ~as deploying an anti ballio·tfo 

misni2sle system around the city of roscov,. f!e hrve very g(~od intellegenca which shomr ihet to 

::. derrrea they have been constru ting insta.r ations ot this sort of e. vrsepons systme. It a a(:inw to 

n,e tr.a_.:; we are b~hind the Soviet Union in this porticuJ.or projeet and once ,you get beh:tnd :tn :1. 

project o.rthis magnitude itts almor-:t impossible to oatch up; 

FORD; ThJ &"1.Simr is very s:tmple1) Ii' you hava e.n aii'tlii•.,-!nif;sile missile system, i '.:, means that your 

(1om1tr·y is not i!! as [::!'Off!. a dm1ger as it, would b3 from a mtssile attaelt. Because you have thr,: 



ptrtar.rt,:ta.1 to destroy ·ths initial attack or pa.rt of it thl"t ~ght come from 81'1 enen\t. Now if you 

<lontt have arq de.t"ensive system., you ere totally c·I; the n01•c1 of the aegressor0 

E~ure the Rep•1bJ.icans prepared to support tbs $35 billion, f11cNamarr says it will cost to 

build e,nc. deploy this anti missile system? 

:mnDi:'J:h -:; f'lguoo of $.30 to $35 billion that Secretary rtlcNamara. talks about is not an e:Kpend5tnl'o 

t.no.t :i.s eoing to toh plae,1 e.11 :I.n ona ycF.lI'" It's r six or sev9n year program so thrt costr: wou.i.tl 

be 8PX'E ~,d out, ova:-:- 'ii.he p ···riod of Mme of' six or sevE":ln years. _Republicans, i! it is proven nem"'s:se,·a_ 

if it is going to be efreetive. 

FORDa My e:xperience on the Ap:1ropriations eorr:r::ittee suboomm.ittee on defense a,prcpriations-,.I htwa 

uo-1; '.:esn porr.uaded yet ttt.at a fall out shelter prog~·am is e.blsoutazy- nacesrary. It certa:!.- 1y 

c,oos rnt have th& same priority the e.nti lnissile missile 97stem haa. 

l~Ll~Zr.n::OOh't the eJq>losi.ons ot our own nucleer e.nt1-m1saii,. , miasi1es, shO\'lllr clown on us anc. 

:?fallout on ua. 

FSHD: tJell, !i~om the information that I have gotten-prj.marily tromthe new- media, I understand. 

that tbe na'.,7 N:lke-=X sy:;tem toot they i;ave developed with tba improved boost,r alld the other 

inte··oept faster .,mcl uillt:r.c.vel more rapidly- and intercept the enemy- further away .t'rom tha U.,S., 

eo -th· t the fallout problem :i.s not the seune tocias· as it h4s boen ln the past. 

GHtJ,m::rrs~ Would you say the Russian lead has roached the proport:ion tht>.t ~7e now lw.ve an anti,-

m:l.r..si1e1 misdln gap? I am not cert.a.in because I have not at the pres0nt tima had tbe full 

hon.ti·~ ot the most rec "?nt intellegence :i ntorma tion ti-om the Pentagon. But the • e cEdsta.inl.y is 

grouing evidence that we e.re behind j_n the installrtion o£ o.n anti-»ballistic missile, missile 

systsm~ This could bedome a serious military c:btbb if we delay too tuoh longer. 

ELEAZT:R: At a roc0nt me---tingof nap. gov. yc,D comr.ittad the Rep. cembers of the House. to clw.ng-e 

in thoSocic.l sacut•5.ty system under rJlrl.ch ;rou said benefits would be tied to the cost 0£ living0 . 
T c.ssuma yon m')unJC> tha-t wk~n the cost of living goes ur, ·the pens:lons go up vrithout aey rctirn W 

.,.,01:Ds Thn.-c. 17£1S the Re:)uh1.ican proposal ·l:.hnt ,;ms made du:rina the 89th Congress-os I recollect 

E.lmc;st; 100 memhr:irs on the Republican side introduoed a bill thrit wo· ·ld provide an e.utomatic 
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Jocia::t Security benefit increase azil. when the coat of living roseo 

lO@~ ijo you also pi·opoSG th~-1. the payments go doun ,;yhen the cost of living fJ0'38 down-it does 

Tim: ITell m .l-Jll.vatnt eJq>erienced thet problem under this adm5n5.str~.tion ,·'1th itr intlationarf 

o~l:klc~='°btrb there is r boM;om so to 13?eo.k., a lowel• limit placed on it, so thr-t this is n problem 

1966 did not call for an incre{".1.:e in the payroll ·l;;ax. 

}~LEAZER: Hov, are you going to tinrnce it tbsa.1 

1rr.D:Th'l octue.rias-,,.the statisticians from the Social Security Administ, .. ation had information 

::ldc.hdlowed that Nl S per cont inoreace in bs11Sfit:-across the boe.rd could be financed ···ithcu't 

aiiy N.1di tional paJ1"011 tax. 
, 

GHN.'l3ERS&I wrnder if ;rou think the Warren Commise~.011 sho1lld hear the tape Jacqueline Kennedy r,1r\1:le 

for ·i;h~ 11snehester ~klo-vriJ.l it be reni].ing in e:ey 1fa1? 
1..1 

1fCRD;; The i'lareen Ccrnr1iss:ton did interrocrate Mrs. John P'. Kermsd7. The eommisaion in IIl3' judgement 

;z:ot all cf., the nscaas~ :i.nformo.tion from M-r-a., Kennedy as to tha problem th~t wae our respor1s:foi15J 

The We.::ere11 counnissior:l1o.d. the rosponsiblity of f':ino5ng out who assa.ss;nrtad the le.ta John F. 

f...onnocy and U:."Se !(eru·ec'\y could not, in !DJ"' opinion on the problem 0£ who fired the sh ot or shots 

t,ho.t :.."asuJ:l:.ed in the death ot the late Jr:~ F. Kennec7. 

CEN.:Bf_-:ns: I c,J.Ttainly trl.11 read it , if Md whan it is published but at the moment \'lJ&rve go·~. c 

:E's-i:.r other problems here in the Con._,"Tess the.t are p:n!ltt7 inportant. 

BRUN. r.11: Are the Republicans goin~; to in.itiat.e any proCl,'!a.ms under the Republico.n ba.nller this ~"·2a.i.·? 

i70RO:The Republican prog!."2.m is right now in the process of being tormulatedo tetme give you a 

few 1.det">..S that J ·think wi'.l.l be in what we will try to doe Tha Reptiblicans heve taken the ball and 

.,, .. ~ve stm-"!:ied to !'Utt with nhat we ca.11 f'edal•al tax sharing. This was a pr,-posal tha~·. was ird-t.:1·r-,2i-ts-d 

i11 195cfe-i.J:; vm.s puahsd by Dr., Heller .--.it is now a Republican proposal-it is the ansv,e:-:- to the 
·t. 

vroh1eras ext- th3 big citfos=the problems of the h:ig r:ri;ates,:t1here thay have f'airly well exhrillsed 

~;l::.ch· revenue potential.$ 
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BT.UiflISR.: 7:ell irm t t that sinp 1y f.'edara.1 eid w:tthout federal control? 

FORD1It'e federal aid with a dti$a minimum of federcl C<lllltrol. One of theproblerri.e 7ou have ttltb 

a ·tracl:'.t:i.onal grru1t fo.s.id program is ·f;lwt there is so much ·tedara1 control that you don't really 

aol ve the proo1Gtm<' And wa tM r.k -'Gha~~ m th i'edm•e.1 to:sqsha:i:-ing or federal trx credits we can g:bre 

t,o i;l1e l cc[\_l communi·!;es-.·t.o "GM rospecti va sta:li.e--a share of the federal i11aome taxes ar.d loee.1 

)So1le ::ho hnve imaginamio11~ ir.lgenuity- and ability can solve these problems more of'"'eotive1y 

r athe:r· "Ghan beincr homstrun~ by rederal er ntrols. 
., 

CnI.1\I:BE11S: Row do you feel Joh11son ii doing. What ef'feot is the r-:isignation o~ B11l''Mo;rers and .. ,-. 
•,• 

·t.lJ.,. r·e:pucUa·i;ioh of ·the Dem,.,ors.t:lc governors bay~.,,who.t effect is ·!;his having ort' the man and on 

IJ.J.fj policies? 

1'"0HD;The knericen people have shown by vdicus su:rve:rs nnc1 po,ls thnt they ara loos'-ng oonf'"ldene-ai 

1.1"c t.Iw Johnscr~bre7 aclminist::-c'c.icn., The President' o popularity, according to these polls has 

plt'~at.edo 'rbs election certainly was a Rep\\bliee..n vioiK'l7: I thir-k because or our good record bi::.-:. 

it ~leo ref'leotad an adverse public :reaotion to the Johnson edrn!nistration. The Democrntic 

g-,vr{:.>;:;.oi:.•1'3 are now calling for some changes as tar as the Johnson administre.t:ton ie concerned. Thm.~ 

1 ,., some shr.ierin.g conflict& among the democrato almost in every- state in the urdon. The Democrr.ti!'.: 

pm•ty j_s ·t;he disunitied. pll.rt3'-it is asunder by the failure ot its policliee e.m the co~1"1:1.c·l:;s 
' ti.mor.:.r1 its peor):ia. I think the Demo~ats are in ror a veey bad time ror the next two years • . 

P.Rt.11\Inmi Do ~ou ·l;hi· k President Johnson is a S1.U•e bet to seek re-election in 1968Y ., . l') 

F JRD: Only Presid.ent Jnhnaon can make that dste'I'rn:l.na·i:ton., I persona.11.y feeJ thatif the Prasidan-t 

i in good health, he 'tcbe&lbe'rb will seek l"O..,.elect:lon. 

ELlU\ "ER: Cot:J.d he have wr-n if he M.d been rmming this yoar? 

FJRD: I don } t thlnk 1-.-e oould lw.ve won lJacauc;e the Repl,blicans got 4 million more votes, r.ationw:tda 

-:,hen ·i;he inimoerll,ts and it tha President, had been running this year-with his personal pcpule!"it;r 

GE/\.;:ffr RS: W1mt do y-ou think has happened to Iqndon Johnson? Do ycu think this concept or personal 

p o, iG'i." a."\d co1-isensus thnt centered :bn him has :f'ailed? 

li'ORD:; It 1s ver~· difficult ·oo a.nalyzeo Could be due to a loss of pcpularit1 of' the President an:1 the 
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CFJt:13ffiS:Is the p::.>.rty torn a.su.nillrr because t,mon Johnson hac play-'1<1 a strong p('.iJ.'Sonal role fYr iis 

FORD: \7ell, I th1: k pa."'1- of their problem is tho f'ailu ·e or their policies both domee'",ioally and 

i.n:terna.t:touallyo In additi<'n the Democratic party- e.t the present time is old and oreetq,1 It does 'n'I; 

re~ond to the particular pro)Jlems at; homo e1ld abroad ns i'7Sll as it shou'.td. Old time political 

t,ach:tnss r1he11 they sto.rt to i'oJ.l spe1.r-t; d:i.sintergrate very quickly., I think the dc.,mocrats a..-re in 

ClltU:}Jf:RS: Do you think it p!'oves Lj,'l1don Johnson is not tha super politician \'98 all said he uas? 

FOHD: The i.narie.an peo~)le:r fortunately, ha.ve the opportunity periodically to sprrove or disappl"otJVo 

deciuio:ns prsvioulsy made and the Amario· n peor,:J,.e on Nov. 8, in my opinion, repudiated the policiea 

and the leadership or the Democratic porty on Nov. 80 

ELb~AzmcDo you think Congressman Adam Powell will be 198ated -·hen Congress oonvenes. 

FORD:Thara earte.ihl3' is erom,ng avidencetl-i...o.t 1itt-. Po·-cll has more and more problems than peopls 

n1tici.::,utad. He's got both criminal an,~ civil contenpt proceed.5.nga o.gs:nat h:111 in New York; t' E'ro 

i s avi.dence tlwt the oomnittee where he lw.n been chairman hac· been handling its finances rather 

loosl,y,.ffil011 all this evidence comes to the House on Jan. 10, there is a diatinet possiblity 

M::-" Po\·;all m.J.1 not be· santed. 

:i:mmWER:1 Do you fa'V'or him being seated? 

l'ORDt I 1rn going to rra:tt and s.....::so rrhat tho eirldenco is on Jan. 10. 




