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bf a boycott while seekmg major con-
CPSSIOHS on environmental agreements
to be signed in Rio.

1 ‘It would be hard to imagine a more
important event for the future of the
global environment than this one,”
James Gustave Speth, president of the
Washington-based World Resources
Institute, said in an interview. “‘And so
{’s been one of the most discouraging
experiences of my 10 years of working
on international environmental issues
10 see my Government fail to give the
mnd of leadership that it gave 20 years
ago.”

(ay
J

Bush Likely to Attend Environmental Parley

Mr. Bush has yet to declare his inten-
tion to attend the Brazilian meeting,
although White House officials have
said for some weeks now that a deci-
sion was close. But several Adminis-
tration officials, who refused to be
named, said in interviews this week
that Mr. Bush almost certainly will
attend the meeting, although his stay
may be brief.

Mr. Bush’s aides insist that the Unit-
ed States has been a leader in negotia-
tions leading up to the meeting by
battling against treaties that would dic-
tate rigid goals and methods for reduc-
ing global pollution; at the same time,
it has advocated the sorts of free-mar-
ket environmental strategies that the

Administration has tried to push at
home.
““My sense is that he will attend,”

said one Administration official at the |

center of the debate. “The President
has nothing to be ashamed of — we’ve
got a good environmental record — and
we've told him he ought to make the
case for the good methods of achieving

these goals rather than the command- |

and-control methods they've been talk- | soapbox for poor nations to demand

ing about #
! | Agreement on Warming

The meeting,’ formally called ‘the

United Nations Conference on Environ- |

ment and Development, will be attend-.
ed by at least 100 world leaders, includ-
ing most Western leaders, and 6,000

experts on the global environment. Its’

centerpieces, now being negotiated, are
a worldwide agreement to slow the
production of chemicals that have ac-
celerated the warming of the Earth’s
atmosphere and a second agreement
on means to preserve plants and ani-
mal species.

Mr. Bush has repeatedly voiced
great skepticism about the conference.
For most of this year, while his aides
haggled over the fine points of treaties
and declarations, Le has publicly fret-
ted that the conference would become a

billions in environmental technology
and cash handouts that the White
House neither has nor intends to
pledge.

Some aides also expressed alarm
that the conference would commit the
United States to actions intended to
avert global warming, like reductions

in emissions of carbon dioxide, that
would cripple major industries at a
time of fragile economic growth.

“l am not going to go to the Rio
conference and make a bad deal or be a
party to a bad deal. I'm not going to
sign an agreement that does not pro-
tect the environment, and the economy
of this country,” the President told
business executives last month.

But he is apparently go:ng anyway,
in no small part becaus:: a curious
alliance of political advisers and policy
experts has convinced him that he can-
not afford to stay home.

That alliance includes his campaign
manager, Robert M. Teeter; his na-
tional security adviser, Brent Scow-
croft; senior officials at tae State De-
partment and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

It also features a rising young offi-

_A1l7

cial at the Office of Management and
Budget, Robert Grady, who was the
architect of not only Mr. Bush’s envi-
ronmental policy but his use of pollu-
tion in Boston harbor as a campaign
issue in the 1988 presidential election.

A Question of Leadership

That group is bound by an array of
interests. State Department diplomats
and Mr. Scowcroft are said to believe
that Mr. Bush’s absence would be an
abdication of global leadership, since
most major leaders will be at the con-
ference and strongly support its goals.
The meeting also bears potentially
huge. political implications for Mr.
Bush. Aides believe that his failure to
attend would blot his environmental
record at a time when the issue has
become a major factor in the votes of
young people and in some large states,
like California and Florida.




Del Lavoro, and alleged obstruc-

tary «
~ BakerIII, had conflicts of interest
in their involvement in Iraq poli-
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- The -iconoclastic Gonzalez
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" Continued on page 43







BUSH LIKELY TO GO
10 ECOLOGY TALKS

Dispute in the Administration
Is Reported to Be Settled

By MICHAEL WINES
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 6 — Ending one
of the more fractious debates within
his Administration in recent months,
 President Bush is expected to an-
nounce soon that he will fly to Brazil
for a United Nations environmental
conference that his conservative advis-
ers call a trap and his economic ex-
perts see as a fiscal debacle.

The prospect of that announcement
is likely to cheer a worldwide alliance
of environmental advocates and politi-
cal figures involved in environmental
issues, who have long feared that Mr.
Bush might single-handedly wreck the
meeting simply by staying home.

Environmentalists have resorted to
advertising on national television to

press Mr. Bush to attend, and the issue |

loomed as an important factor in the
presidential campaign.

World’s Biggest Polluter

As the world’s largest industrial
economy and its largest energy user,
the United States is both the Earth’s
most prolific polluter and far and away
its prime source of clean-up technology
and money, and thus is regarded as
indispensable to the meeting, which
convenes in Rio de Janeiro next month.

Some of the same environmentalists
pressing the President to attend, how-
ever, now complain that Mr. Bush’s
own hardball negotiating tactics may
make the conference more a symbolic
triumph than a substantive success.
The President has dangled the threat

Continued on Page Al7, Column 1
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Administration Considers o Ez

Limiting Nuclear Tests ih e

Options Prepared for Bush as Summit Nears

changing circumstances, all states,” that he was cancelin e
By R. Jeffrey Smith including the United States, “are the sole U.S. “meipmn?kn
Waskington Post Staff Writer obltilggd to take another look atit." the order books.

Under growing pressure from U.S. nuclear tests are com- Defense spending cuts also have
Congress, allied nations and former Strained by the 1963 Limited Test roy e the number of U.S. nuclear
U.S. adversaries in the aftermath of Ban Treaty barring blasts in Eartir's tests to six a year, the lowest level
the Cold War, the Bush administra- atmospger €, outer smced“ under- ;i e the 1958-61 U.S.-Soviet test
tion is considering proposals to limit Water; by a 1974 accord with the moratorium, according to Energy

; . Soviet Union—amended in 1990— ;
U.S. nuclear weapons testing, of i - Secretary James D. Watkins. He
ficials have disclosed. barring blasts larger than 150 ki- told Congress recently that the

Higirranking USS. officials 10 Jotacs, equivalent to 150,000 tons oo, e e ear. at o5
days agn ctipletes] work on an "op- & "L SCNY R 10QM0CO IO oo cout of 478,800, are
tions paper” listing alternative nu- — - - . : 5
clear testing constraints that Pres- ulating nuclear blasts for noamili- mss t;tmbr:tn:bsm:rxame .
ident Bush could put forward at or tary purposes. ; ]mbm % s el weagon.
before next month’s summit in Formorethantwodeades,dns-m L ttye“n efgfectson
Washington with Russian President armament groups have made' "’,““h uclear
Boris Yeltsin, the officials said. achievement of 2 comprehensive| o it il

The proposals range from a uni- puclear test ban among the five ma-  None m"""‘"‘. Watkins said.
lateral US. pledge to halve the jor nuciear powers a preeminent "WM' :nwofthatl;uainess'
number of its underground blasts— goal—arguing that it would block :I" SeBE ity sdvin-
dovelopment of new meclet WeN- g ot SOl Ras sought

from six to three a year—to a more : : :
sweeping plan that would virtually 908 and discourage Thied World.m last October to push the ad-

halt U.S. nuclear testing by 1995, nations from seeking 0 : ministration toward a new testing
All the initiatives are said to be _In 1968, when it ugnedtbe_gl_Ob-my' Defense Secretary Richard
opposed by the Defense Depart-al Non-Proliferation Treaty aimed Cheney has blocked any move-
ment, while senior officials of the at preventing the spread of nuclear [\ "o "orounds that test limita-
State Department, Energy Depart- arms, the United States pledged to ;' =14 be ditficult to reverse
ment and Arms Control and Disar- negotiate in good faith on measures o . change in world conditions
mament Agency have indicated in to halt the arms race, such as a require the production of new
the paper that they support some comprehensive test ban. Washing- weapons, officials said.
new nuclear testing constraints. ton and Moscow negotiated inter- ) 2 . .
But no U.S. agency supports mittently until the late 1970s, but A senior administration official
Yeltsin’s demand that Washington = said yesterday that the new review
immediately join the nuclear testing the idea failed to win broad support,Was prompted by Scowcroft’s con-
moratorium that Russia announced partly because of problems in ver-viction that not enough had been
last October, the officials said on ifying Soviet compliance that ex-tone in policymaking to reflect im-
condition that they not be named.  perts say have only been resolved inProvements to national security “in
Proposed legislation requiring a the past five years. the real world.” But another official
U.S. nuclear testing moratorium is President Ronald Reagan halteqsaid, “1 wouldn’t encourage your
supported by at least half the House the talks in 1981 so U.S, weapons¢2ders to expect any big proposal
of Representatives and one-third of designers would not be constrained® this,” noting that there remains
the Senate, including the Demo- from pursuing so-called third-gen- ‘Strong [Pentagon] opposition.

bombs D C
flect a total cutoff of U.S. nuclear more powerful second generation, odify existing bombs to lessen the
‘tests. known
Yeltsin,'whose

re-

its s
'::tmendedmg mor;;onx :‘mﬂl:m and technical develop- enifc research could continue even tests, and culminates where we
ded through mm&_qm@mﬁm‘mm have only a couple of tests annually,
Bush administration to . ___ ' . -and those are for safety and reliabil-

i . 57 peipascs.
pos:tmhasblockedllnmfmtm e of re. (¢ Chairman Sam Nunn (D-Ga.) Spratt said the need for nuclear
s i largely failed in a decade "'mdSem.PmlSimon(D—ﬂL)and.bhsuto(hyis“durlynmatten-
ommmdedmmmmhnm i mmv- search costing billions of dollars to Alpert Gore Jr. (D-Tean.) recently uated than it has been at any time in
_ gy st bty mwﬁmmﬁgmmmmmwmtﬁemmmwm'

to a testing site at I U.S. weapons, which were to gen- the implicati i

> - — . c‘I‘.o'emmpham:e implications for OﬁuahundS;oowc:oﬁahohaa
ncwly independen : powerful carefully possible legislative action by Con- prodded the adm
mwm,menmumqmmuMg:uhmmmmmamwmmﬁymm

mmw—m‘fmmmmwTM:{ Rep. John M. Spratt Jr. (D-S.C.), Cheney i

: . . 2 \ tep. . o) has opposed Russian
eqmv:fknt to_n;‘t:‘td:f 1 mmmgdqmm.wm of a House Armed Ser- quests for a formal bilateral, mre-
clear warhead meant to be deployed 5i® Soviet missile attack—that the vices Committee panel on U.S. de- duction cutoff on grounds that it
Smmwmmu”o,mfmmmmmnmwmmmmus.opm
we

on a new intercontinental ballistic °*° s 2 .
pom',g'su.s..mb.::a“mmﬁmdingiudevehpmann - should probably be on a course that

United Nations Thomas R. Picker- Also, because safety and environ- leads us towards fewer and fewer

ing, designated by Bush as the next mental oroblems forced a shutdown

ambassador to India, was asked of warhead production factories,

about the growing international the United States stopped making L"

mmforanu&taxﬂt;:ﬁggﬂhaltm thermonuclear warheads in "“E"
speaking to trol July 1990. Bush subsequently an-

Association in Washington last nounced last January, as part of a

Thmday.Heaid.itmhisViewseries of unilateral disarmament

that “with changing times and moves by Washington and Moscow,








