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3EHIND THE SCENES WITH PEOPLE IN THE HEADLINES

Exiled Haitian
meets fasting
dance legend

By Thomas R. Raber
USA TODAY

EAST ST. LOUIS, Ill. — Dance
legend Katherine Dunham de-
clined a personal plea from Haiti’s
president-in-exile to end her life-
threatening fast protesting U.S.
policy toward Haiti's boat people.

Dunham, 82, met with President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide for about
30 minutes Monday as more than
200 people gathered in her front
yard in a show of support. Talk
show host Jesse Jackson and activ-
ist Dick Gregory joined Aristide
for the bedside meeting.

“We spoke to our ‘Mom,’” Ari-
stide told the crowd afterward,
from Dunham’s front steps.

“We have asked her twice, and

we asked her again today (to end
her fast). We want her to be alive.
But she wants to continue. We re-
spect her will.”

Against her doctor’s advice,
Dunham has subsisted on fruit
juices and glucose since Feb. 1,
when the USA began forcibly re-
turning boat people to Haiti.

She has said she will continue
until the United States has stopped
the repatriations and has agreed to
provide a military escort to accom-
pany the deposed Aristide back to
Haiti.

Dunham founded the first black
dance company- in the USA, and
trained or influenced many of to-
day’s contemporary dancers.

Her fast has drawn an interna-
tional outpouring of concern and
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SHOW OF CONCERN: Haiti's exiled leader Jean-Bertrand Aristide, left,
talks with Katherine Dunham. At center is Jesse Jackson.

support.

National security adviser Brent
Scowcroft replied to a letter of pro-
test that Dunham sent Bush, saying
the president “shared her con-
cerns” about the Haitian refugees.

Dunham, a longtime resident of
East St. Louis, has been a property
owner in Haiti and a part-time resi-
dent there for decades.

Angela Williams, 53, an East St.
Louis neighbor of Dunham’s who
attended the rally, said she was in-

spired by her courage.

“So many people are hungry —
in this town and around the world
— and for an older woman to bear
that burden by choice makes her a
hero in my book,” Williams said.

Cora Thompson, 73, who was
shopping at a nearby mall had a
different view:

“I respect what she’s doing. But
you can't steer the course of this
country by letting one woman’s
conscience tug at your heart.”
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Rep ,Dav1d Obey (D

Admmlsu ation Planniz ng

-~ Aid for Ex-Soviet States

AlID, From Al

Nunn (D-Ga.), Richard G. Lugar (R-
Ind.) and two other senators who
recently recommended an expanded

U.S. aid program followmg visits to. :
d

Moscow and Kiev, La

senior members of his staff on a

new U.S. program. Baker has also ~

talked about the plan w1th national

Darman, and a senior_official saxd

there is broad agreement in the :

admlmstratlon on the need for ex-

he has detected “an inténtion in the

: admlmstratlon to move ahead much

moré comprehensively.”
Lugar and Nunn emphasmed as
did several admiiniStration officials,

that it will be vital for Bush to take

the lead in proposmg a new pro-
gram, and said senior Republicans
as well as Democrats on Capitol Hill
are ready to back him up if he does.

* Bush, in a telephone conversation
-with Yeltsm yesterday .initiated by

“the RUSS an pre‘ldent_,, dxscussed -
fforts and ex- -

pressed sf:rong support for Russia’s
application for membership in the
IMF, the White House said.

A State Department official said
the climate in Congress for a major
new aid plan for the former Soviet
Union has improved notably since
the outspoken remarks of Nixon in

aid to the former Sov

f the Approprlatxons siibcom-
,.forelg peratlons Obey‘
Vhowe €r; 'th

cessrty for action.
_Among the :élements of the ald
package under’ discussion are:
m A US. contribution of pe }gl
$1 billion to an international st
lization fund to support- the rub&
and-other former Soviet currencies
Bush said last week that he sup-
ports such a fund in principle,
though details are still
worked out.
® The $620 million in emergency

jptimiistic
that ‘the admlmstratxon is going to
become more assertive.” Lugar said -

' likely, as a'separ

ublic-meeting-

being

A It is hot yet de-
cided, accordmg to officials, if this
and addmonal funds would be pro-

bill standmg on
its own in Congress. -

® Additional agricultural credit
guarantees for purchase of wheat
and other -U.S. grains this spring.

Recent requests of Russia, Ukrame
and other former So

vice chalrman of the Exp
Bank appealed to Cong

greatly expand guarantees for U. S
exports. . ...

.m Approval of a $12 bllhon mcrease

in the U.S. commitment to the IMF
a part of which would finance a maz

jor program for Russia expected to

be approved by the international ’
organization this spring. The IMF
quota increase is difficult to sell in -
the current volitical climate, an of-
ficial said, but “in the context of a
large program, it may be possible.”
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FPewell
New Strike

IEAQ, From Al

tivated, and anything he
g doe< not do has the poten-
the election big-time,”

a1

tial t
odlC one Of
& political

1 ik p B £om 4
adviser to the

Uvistc

Dres-

ident said a confrontation with Ira G
has “enormous down sides now”

and denied that Bush might order
one for political gain. “If he uses
.rmh tary force and it doesn’t work,

s Jimmy Carter in the desert,”
the adviser said. “If he doesn’t do
anything, he’s a wimp and should
have gotten Saddam the first time.
If he does and it works, a lot of
people are still going to be suspi-
clous it was politically motivated to
take our minds off domestic trou-

bles.”
Senior and mid-level administra-
tion officials vesterday described

ongoing work at the White House
and  Departments of Defense,
Treasury and State as contingency
planning aimed at assembling op-
tions for Bush. At the same time,
senior officials at both the White
House and State Department said
the president intends to proceed
only as part of an international co-
alition, and almost certainly would
seek additional authority from the
United Nations before ordering a
strike on Iraq.

“We are not going to gu it alone,”
said a White House official.

Powell's resistance to the use of
military force, shared by at least
some of his fellow chiefs, is said to
rest on the belief that imperfect
intelligence  and  Irag’s  demon-
strated ability to move its weapons
put sur gical” removal of the tar-
gets beyond U.S. reach,

Moreover, Saddam is unlikely to
be intimidated by an air campaign
that would necessarilv be far
smaller than one during the gulf
war, and he might even be
strengthened, one officer said, “by
standing up again to this enormous
military machine.”

Powell's view puts him at odds,
at least in emphasis, with national
security adviser Brent Sc
who was described by offic
taking a harder line on the need to
demonstrate U.S. resolve and put
au end to a pattern of confrontation
and retreat in dealing with I
These differences mirror the some-
what contrasting positions taken bv

C ’MV’ r()u

as

tollowing
in August

the men in the months
Irag’s invasion of Kuwait
1890,

In the end. said @ ranking Pen-
tagon official, “there’s only one per-
sm.'»xot he t '

scribed bx White House :,mmlb as
frustrated over Saddam's continued
defiance and “disposed” or “predis-
posed” to take military action if a
U.N. mspectior team, which is due
to arrive in Baghdad on Saturday,

leaves Iraq March 29 without re-
sults.

At the same time, Swedish dip-
Jomat Rolf Ekeus, whe heads the

U.N. comnussion charged with (li\‘»
arming Iraq, said that the March 29
date is not a deadline, and spokes-
men for the State Department,
White House and Pentagon vester-
day emphasized that point.

Besides the military option,
Bush’s aides have offered a series of
coercive and punitive measures to
use against Saddam. They nclude
seizing the $1.5 billion in Iraqi as-
sets frozen after the invasion of Ku-
wait. A senior official said yesterday
that Bush has authorized the State
Department to  begin  consulting
other governments for their ap-
proval to take that action. The as-
sets would be turned over to the
United Nations to pay for expensive
inspections and enforcement mea-
sures; dispatching of teams of U.N.
inspectors to investigate and pub-
licize human rights abuses in Irag;
and using U.S. warplanes to further
restrict the airspace available to
Iragi helicopters

Meanwhile, Marine Gen. Joseph
7. Hoar, who succeeded Army Gen.
H. Norman Schwqrﬂ'wpf as com-
mander-in-chief of the Central Com-
mand, has orchestrated his forces
and deployments in ways intended
to remind Ule Baghdad government
of U.S. military might.

About a week ago, according to
sources, an additional complement
of F-117A jets—the cen Lerpmw of
the gulf war's air campaign—flew
into & southwestern Saudi Arabian
alr base near Musayf. Their arrival
was d(:ml’ll)tu as part of a routine

o

“swap-out” of arcraft alreadyv in
Saudi Arabia, but the planes they
are replacing have not departed.

Depending on the repair s

status of

AG i FRA PRESSE

President Bush conducts Cabinet meeting vesterday with Secretary of State Baker, left, and Defense Secretary Cheney.

the complex planes, there are now
said to be 15 to 20 operational—
nearly half the U.S. inventorv—on
any given day.

Also last weelk, the USS America
brought its 85 combat aircraft and
four support ships into the Persian
Gulf, where no carrier had been
deployed since Feb. 4. Also with
the America is the Aegis cruiser
USS Normandy, capable of firing
Tomahawk cruise missiles. Numer-
ous other Navy ships in the gulf
region, including two Los Angeles-
class attack submarines, are also
capable of firing the unmanned
Tomahawks.

Yesterday, in an unusual public
announcement, an Air  Force
spokeswoman in Germany said that
F-4G anti-radar attack planes were
flying to the gulf region from the
52nd  Tactical Fighter Wing in
Spangdahlem to relieve F-4G’s al-
readv in the gulf. Known as the
“Wild Weasel,” the ¥-4G fires
HARM anti-radiation missiles and
would be used to suppress Iraqi air
defenses in the event of renewed
attack.

Pentagon sources said significant
portions of Irag's air defense net-
work—including radar inst dlu. ons,
surface-to-air missile sites and anti-
aircraft artillerv—either ‘\ur”iwd

gulf war’s extensive attacks or
have been rebuilt since. The resuit
is that any renewed bombing co u{'i
not be accomplished “llh’)ht some
risk to U.S. pilots, according t< @
combat aviator with access te intel

ligence.

“It’s not like we can just stroll
right in and bomb with impunity,”
the source said. Although much
of Irag’s air defense network was
destroyed in the first five days
of the air war in January 1991,
“they had a lot of stuff warehoused.
We would destroy radars and a cou-
ple of days later they would be back

up because they we xe taking them
out of the warehouse,” said the avi-
ator.

in addition, the aviator said. al-
lied warplanes deliberately spared
some targets, such as surface-to-air
missile sites near Iran, because
they were not relevant to any spe-
cific military objective.

Irag has apparently beer able to

reestablish communications links
between ai (i"{e-y‘m{: “nodes” that

had been severed during the war.
“They’ve had a vear and th“\f'rr

good engineers,” he said.

have a very high percem,a;ze r'ﬂ.
computer-literate people.”

Apart from the F-1174 and
-4, Air Force aircraft in Saudi

Arabia and at Li ‘i'"i-' air hase in
Turkey include F-15E and F-18C
jets and EF-111 radar-jam-

Mo R <
The British Roval Air

attack
ming planes.
Force, diplomats said, has a
ron of about 12 Tornade ne
at Incirhik as well,

Also in the region is the 13th M
rine Expeditionary Unit of more
than 2,000 Warines, whose
forced hattalion of infantrv
only nearby 1.5, ground
capability

el
squaa-

bers

rein-
is the

combat

Although  all  administration
spokesmen were cautious yester-
day, the Pentagon seemed especial-
lv eager to plav down expectations
of imminent combat, “Right now we
think the appropriate way to re-
solve the problem of the destruc-
tion of ballistic missiles and their
production facilities is to work for
the U.N. special commision,” said |
Pentagon spokesman Pete Williams.
“There are a lot of administration
people out there talking, saying var- |
tous things, some of whom appear
to have no idea whatsoever of
what’s going on.”

Ekeus said the U.N. inspection
team expected to arrive in Baghdad
on Saturday will try to reach agree-
ment with Iragi authorities on a list
of missile-related equipment that
the ULN. wants destroved and a
plan for disposing of it.

However, Ekeus reiterated that

while the team is scheduled to leave
Irag on March 29, he does not re-
gard that as a deadline by which
Iraq must comply or face military
action. Ekeus said that if his inspec-
tors are obstructed in efforts to get
an elimination plan, he will report to
the U, N Security Council that Irag
i;: not complying with its obligations
der i‘lw Persian Gulf War cease-

r¢ agreement.

it writers John Lancaster and
;’J(zuu hoﬁmar un(/ special

v Rowe al the
o to this

report,
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