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Talks Next Sunday
To Address Unity
In Isolating Iraq

By Dan Balz

Washington Post Staff Wniter

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine,
Sept. 1—President Bush an-
nounced today that he and Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev will
meet next Sunday in Helsinki for a
one-@ay swmmit to discuss the Per-
sian Gulf crisis and other issuyes in a
step that White House officials
hoped ' rould show superpower sol-
idarity 4y.inst Iraq.

meeting was announced as
United Nations Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar ended two
days of talks in Amman, Jordan,
with Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq.
Aziz without any tangible progress
toward a diplomatic solution to the
military standoff in the Arabian
desert.

But the biggest breakthrough of
the day was the takeoff from Bagh-
dad airport of three jetliners car-
rying more than 550 Western and
Japanese women, children and ail-
ing American men away from their
month-long captivity in Kuwait and
I

ml?l Cairo, the Arab League held
together a thin majority of its divid-
ed membership to again condemn
Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, to
demand war reparations for Kuwait
from Baghdad and to try to impose
discipline on member nations pro-
moting their own peace plans.

Bush, nearing the end of his va-
cation in Maine, said he initiated the
meeting with Gorbachev. While
Bush sought to dampen speculation
that he and Gorbachev would try to
produce a diplomatic plan for end-
ing the gulf crisis, he said it is im-
portant for the two superpowers to
maintain cooperation in their re-
sponse to Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein's aggression in the Middle
East.

Asked what he hoped to accom-
plish during his brief meeting with
Gorbachev, their first since the
May 30-June 3 summit in Washing-
ton, Bush said, “Being sure we're
together.”

Topics at the Helsinki meeting,
details of which were worked out
this week by Secretary of State
James A. Baker III and Soviet For-
eign Minister Eduard Shevard-
nadze, will not be limited to the
Middle East, Bush stressed. The
two leaders Are expected to discuss

.the ongoing talks to reduce conven-
toaal forces in Europe and recent
developments on Cambodia and Af-
ghanistan

While Bush said there is no spe-
cial Middle East agenda for the
mreeting, his aides made clear that
the image of the two leaders stand-
mg together in condemnation of
8eddam was a desirable outcome.

“l don't think that's the ex-
pressed purpose of them going, but
if that's a product that comes out of
it, that's fine with us,” said White

The Washington Post

House press secretary Marlin Fitz-
water. “We're eager at every turn
to show the solidity of world oppo-
sition against him.”

In recent days, Soviet officials
have expressed some reservations
about the U.S. military presence in
the gulf region. But Bush, praising
the Soviets for their cooperation,
said the meeting with Gorbachev
was not “driven by any worry that
we might be apart, rather that
there is a wide array of questions
that could use consultation at this
time.”

Bush spoke to reporters before
the first planeloads of Westerners
had left Baghdad. He accused Sad-
dam of “a certain brutality, a certain
tawdry performance” in holding the
women and children after announc-
ing they could go free. “It is so base
and so outrageous that [ think most
people in the Arab world are very
embarrassed by this, and | think
that's certainly true of others
around the world,” the president
said.

In Kuwait City, the small group
of U.S. diplomats continued to hold
out against Iraqi demands to shut
down the embassy, which 1s oper-
ating on a backup electricity gen-
erator and relying on a backup wa-
ter supply, administration officials
said here.

National security adviser Brent
Scowcroft said U.S. Ambassador to
Kuwait W. Nathaniel Howell had
reported that “things are difficult,
but they’re struggling along.” Dep-
uty White House press secretary
Roman Popadiuk, calling morale
there good, said the embassy still
has several days’ supply of water
and power.

Bush said he saw no reason for
optimism about a diplomatic break-
through because of Saddam’s con-
tinuing inflexibility.

Scowcroft said that a plan to send
a special envoy to Jordan's King
Hussein to discuss international aid
to Jordan and to press for Jordan’s
full compliance with the U.N. em-
bargo had been changed, but he
would not elaborate. “There will not
be, at least at the moment, a del-
egation to Jordan,” he said.

Bush said he would not comment
on a Washington Post report that he
had decided to forgive Egypt’s $7.1
bulion military debt, which would
require congressional approval. He
said his “gut instinct” was to g0
ahead with debt forgiveness be-
cause Egypt has played a key role in
the current crisis.

Bush announced the Helsinki
summit at a brief news conference
at his vacation home here, saying
the meeting grew out of an agree-
ment with Gorbachev in June to
meet regularly in settings that were
less formal than the full-blown sum-
mits of the past.

The close cooperation between
the United States and the Soviet
Union, once Iraq’s largest arms
supplier, is a product of the rela-
tionship that has developed be-
tween the two countries in recent
months.

Soviet willingness to halt arms
shipments to Iraq and join in con-
demning Saddam 1s seen by admin-

ase A

Istration officials as a key element
in their strategy to isolate Saddam
from the world community.

White House officials said Bush
plans to leave next Saturday for
Helsinki, spend the night there and
meet Gorbachev on Sunday, return-
ing late that day. .

" First word of the summit came
from Moscow late Friday, and
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White House officials attempted to
avoid commenting on it because the
Soviets were not ready to make an
official announcement.

That produced an embarrassing
scene at a morning briefing here by
Scowcroft, who announced that he
had nothing to announce.

As Scowcroft was pelted with
questions from reporters, Fitzwa-
ter, standing a few feet away, got a
call from Baker, who was in Texas,
saying the announcement would
come at 1 p.m. Seconds later, Fitz-
water got a second call, this one
from Bush, who was out on his boat,
with the same message.

“The president said, ‘Where are
you? " Fitzwater said. “I said, ‘On
camera.” ”

He quickly scribbled 2 note to
Scowcroft, whose briefing was be-
ing televised live. After telling re-
porters he had said “all that I'm go-
ing to say about that,” the retired
Air Force general said that officia]
word would come in Jess than two
hours.

“You know, [ knew | shouldn’t
have done this,” he said.

The official announcement was
made simultaneously in Moscow.

heWasbington Post

Fitzwater said Bush haq proposed
Helsinki because it js close to the
Soviet Union, as an accommodation
to Gorbachev.

Although White House Chief of
Staff John H. Sununu was in the
Soviet Union much of this week and
had met with F, inish President
Mauno Koivisto en route to Mos-
cow, Scowcroft said Sununu played
no role in setting up the Bush-Gor-
bachev summit. Fitzwater said U.S,
officials called Sununy from here to
tell him. Sununy was scheduled to
return to the United States today.

Bush said he and Gorbachev
agreed “that we’d have no agenda
and that it would be free-flowing
discussions,” similar to those the
two men held at Camp David last
June. )

The president said he would not
press Gorbachev to help share the
cost of the guif confrontation, as he
is doing to many other countries,
saying the Soviets have many other

He also said he did not foresee a

ing ties to Baghdad, “ don’t think
the Soviets see in a me-
diating role, and | don’t intend to
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AT
Swn

ask them to see themselves in a
mediating role, nor do I expect him
to ask the United States to be in a
mediating roje.”

Although Soviet officials have
raised questions about a long-term
U.S. military presence in the guif,
administration officials said they
have “no doubt” about Soviet coop-
eration on how to handle the crisjs.

Gorbachev, in a news conference
Friday, suggested that there should
be an Arab solution. Scowcroft de-
nied that represented any conflict
with U.S. policy, adding that .
Arab solution “js the same as the
United Nations solution.”

Despite Bush’s many diplomatic
telephone calls since Iraq invaded
Kuwait, he has not talked directly
to Gorbachey, Communication be-
tween the two countries has been
carried out primarily by Baker and

» although the two
communicated with one an-
other through a cable about the

summit.

First Lady Barbara Bush and
Raisa Gorbachey are expected to
Join their husbands in Helsinki.

Staff writer Patrick E. Tyler
contributed to this report Srom
Washington.
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PATRICK BUCHANAN

Checkmate
or stalemate?

n his great chess game with
Saddam Hussein, President
Bush continues to move his
pieces with consummate skill.

His latest gambit: the Helsinki sum-
mit. But even this will only tempo-
rarily distract the world from the
emerging stalemate in the Gulf.

Why did Mr. Bush call this sum-
mit?

New York Timesman Andrew
Rosenthal has it about right: “[Tlhe
day of talks in Helsinki comes as the
Bush administration is seizing every
possible opportunity to escape po-
litical pressure at home and abroad
to use the American forces in Saudi
Arabia for offense rather than the
stated mission of defgnse against
Iraqi forces.”

What Mr. Rosenthal is saying is
that Mr- Bush does not want war;
that the George Bush of September
is hastily cooling the war fever
stirred up, in large measure, by the
George Bush of August. And as the
TV cameras record the U.S. buildup,
the administration has been care-
fully climbing down from the pres-
ident’s rhetoric.

Ten days ago, Defense Secretary
Richard Cheney said it was not U.S.

policy to bring down Mr. Hussein, a .

surprising statement in light of Mr.
Bush’s talk of a new Adolf Hitler, the

1930s, and our “freedom” and “way
of life” being in mortal peril.

Last week, National Security Ad-
viser Brent Scowcroft went further:
“We can’t necessarily solve all of the
problems relevant to Saddam Hus-
sein, some of which go back a num-
ber of years, like his possession of
chemical weapons and so forth. Not
necessarily do they have to be solved
at this time.” So the dismantling of
Iraq’s military machines is not a non-
negotiable demand, either.

Friday, Gen. Norman Schwarz-
kopf, U.S. commander, went still fur-
ther: “There’s not going to be any
war unless the Iraqis attack.”

Remarkable. These statements,
uncontradicted by Mr. Bush, have
walked U.S. policy back a long, long
way from the virtual ultimatum Mr.
Bush issued the second week of Au-
gust. Together, they add up to a new
US. policy: Defend Saudi Arabia;
but, as for getting the Iraqgi army out
of Kuwait, that is the business of the
embargo and blockade, the United
Nations, not the U.S. Marine Corps.

Mr. Bush is now exactly where
the American people are. There is no
national outcry to have our Marines
launch a frontal assauit on 160,000
Iraqi troops dug in in Kuwait, to put
back on his throne an emir
own army did not fight 24 hours to
keep him there.

But, if journalists have limned
the new lines of U.S. policy, they have
not besn missed in

Iraq,
. too, can fairly transiate Gen.

Schwarziopf 10 mean that, 50 long as
Iraq does not attack, United
States will sit in the desert. The cor-
ollary: If Iraq can hold out, she can
keep Kuwait. But, if this is the U.S.
position, in four to six weeks Mr.
Bush will be facing the most difficult
choice of his life.

He will have to decide either o
use the vast military force be has
assembled to expel Saddam Hussein
from Kuwait, or accept his conquest

troops to put down pro-Saddam Hus-
sein riots. Egypt is putting out sig-
nals that if Mr. Hussein will only
withdraw from Kuwait, the Amer-
icans will leave Saudi Arabia. The
Saudis have begun signaling Bagh-
dad that no US. offensive, and no
rescue effort for the hostages, will
be permitted without Riyadh's ap-
proval. “The Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia is not a theater for any action that
is not defensive for Saudi Arabia)’
Defense Minister Prince Sultan de-
clared last week, chastising Amer-
ican media for hinting that US.
troops might take the offensive in
Kuwait.

As for King Hussein, one can only
view with puzziement the contemp-
tuous attitude of U.S. officials.
Flanked on the west by Israel, whose
Likud Party sees Jordan as dumping
ground for its unwanted Palestin-
ians, on the north by Syria, which
attacked him in 1970, on the east by
Iraq, with which most of Jordan's
vital trade is conducted, the king is
desperately seeking a political solu-
tion. Can anyone think that, if this
friend of eight presidents is de-
stabilized and dethroned, his succes-
sor will be more to our liking? Any-
one think his downfall would make
our military position more secure?

Though pressured from all sides,
Iraq’s position does not seem quite
30 hopeless as some of our commen-
tators daily proclaim. And, as Sad-
dam Hussein probably cannot sur-
vive surrendering Kuwait, he
appears more willing to fight to keep
it than we do to take it back.

Nevertheless, in a month, many
things can happen; and, if the UN.

embargo does succeed in forcing
Iraq out of Kuwait, Mr. Bush will
have achieved a diplomatic triumph
unrivaled in years.

escape.

In any event, the battle of the
op-ed pages is about over; and the
struggle within the president’s soul
is about to begin.
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Bush to urge Gorbachev
to use his clout with Iraq

By Paul Bedard

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine —
President Bush will press Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev at
next Sunday'’s superpower summit to
use his influence with Iraq to urge
Baghdad’s withdrawal from Kuwait.

The Helsinki summit, announced
here over the weekend, is also ex-
pected to see Mr. Bush seek assur-
ances from Moscow that it will re-
call its military advisers now
stationed in Iraq but reportedly only
wrapping up work on old contracts.

But the president does not see ei-
ther funding or mediation roles for
the Kremlin in the crisis.

While Mr. Bush told reporters
here that “there is no special
agenda” on the Middle East for the
one-day summit, it is understood
that the meeting will focus only
lightly on other subjects, such as
chemical and strategic arms talks
and the status of Baltic indepen-
dence efforts.

Mr. Bush wants to use the meeting
to expand world unity against Iraq
and send a message to Iraq’s two pri-
mary allies — Yemen and the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization — that
they jeopardize relations with Mos-
cow and the West if they continue to
back Baghdad.

Meanwhile, the White House has
repeatedly urged Israel to stay out
of the Gulf crisis, which began Aug.
2 when Iraq invaded Kuwait.

A senior Pentagon official said Is-
rael’s military is “itching” to attack
Iraq and “take out” Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein. “It's taken every-

thing to quiet them,” the official said. '

But the administration doesn't
feel that eliminating Mr. Hussein
will make any difference, because
his successors are viewed as more

ruthless ana power-nungry.

“Israel has behaved very well”
Mr. Bush told reporters last week.

The president has reportedly de-
cided to make available more high-
tech weapons for Israel and is con-
sidering forgiveness of Egypt’s $6.7
billion military debt to the United
States.

The superpower summit called by
Mr. Bush will be the second in a year
and the third meeting of the leaders
since Mr. Bush took office.

It is understood that the two lead-
ers will meet for five hours during
two meetings and lunch. The meet-
ing strategy also might include a
stop by Mr. Bush in Brussels, Bel-
gium, to brief allies on the hastily
arranged talks.

Trying to divert attention on their
expected talks on Iraq, Mr. Bush
said when Mr. Gorbachev visited
Camp David in early summer, “he
and I agreed that it would be useful
to have periodic meetings without
casting them in the vein of a summit,
mmbtmt's exactly what this meeting
is about.”

Since the Iraqi invasion, Mr. Bush
and his aides have gone out of their
way to praise Moscow for its sup-
port, despite the Kremlin's early de-
lay in approving a U.S. and British
move to let U.S. warships enforce the
trade embargo of Iraq with force.

In addition to its rare backing of
U.S. positions in United Nations Se-
curity Council meetings, the Soviet
Union also has dispatched two war-
shipe to the Guif to help enforce the
trade ban and Mr. Bush is to thank
Mr. Gorbachev for his support when
they. meet. It will be the first time
the two have talked since the Iraqi
invasion.

“Pve been very pleased with the
cooperation we've been getting from
the Soviet Union,” Mr. Bush said Sat-
urday.

The White House believes that if
the Soviet Union had refused to back
the United States in five UN. votes
punishing Iraq, Mr. Bush wouldn't
have succeeded in bringing together
Western and Arab nations in a strong
coglition against Iraq.

But the summit is also expectea w
review the differences over Mr.
Bush'’s Gulf policy, such as an appar-
ent split between the superpowers
over the effectiveness of the trade
embargo and Moscow'’s refusal to re-
call its military advisors from Iraq.

National Security Adviser Brent
Scowcroft told reporters Saturday
that the Soviets are concerned about
amilitary confrontation between the
joint Western-Arab force and Iraq.

Mr. Gorbachev has cautioned on
several occasions that use of armed
force against Iraq could have “un-
foreseeable consequences.”

The Soviet leader is also under
pressure from his generals to op-
pose any U.S. use of force to drive
Iraq from Kuwait.

Despite the differences between
the superpowers, both sides expect
Mr. Bush and Mr. Gorbachev to
make a strong and united call for
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait, re-
store the Kuwaiti government and
release all hostages.

The meeting highlights what Mr.
Bush pegged “the new world order”
that both presidents hope will see
Moscow and Washington act in uni-
son on world issues.

“These are very interesting times
...these are times,” Mr.
Bush said during church yesterday.

The summit announcement by
Mr. Bush followed a week of intense
diplomacy on the Gulf crisis ending
with the president's plan to win $25
billion in international financial aid |
for the military buildup in Saudi
Arsbia. =

© the United Stites since it, like
Egypt, has been hithard by the trade
embargo with Irag.



The Tale of the Tape
In the aftermath of the Marion
Barry verdict, federal investiga-
tors in Washington are scratch-
ing their heads over how badly
their prime bit of evidence—the
infamous hotel videotape —mis-
fired with the jury. Officials con-
cede that the tape made it seem
as if Rasheeda Moore, the ex-
girlfriend, initiated talk about
cocaine and induced a reluctant
Barry to play along. What went
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' WHO’S MINDING THE WAR?

b wrong? Officials say Moore

thought Barry mentioned drugs
first, in code, by asking her if she
had been “good.” What came

¢ through on the tape, though, was
& that Barry was principally inter-
b ested in “jumping her bones,”
® as an investigator put it. But

Moore, now a born-again Chris-
tian, was resisting his sexual ad-
vances and diverting his atten-

i tion with talk of drugs. The FBI
$: thought the scene it was taping
& would be irrefutable proof that
T Barry did not discourage such

discussions. The effect was oth-
erwise, and the furor over gov-
ernment tactics overshadowed
the image of Barry smoking
crack. “I was just thinking about
right and wrong,” says a rueful
agent. “I've learned a lot from
.this case.”

The Gift That

Keeps on Giving

The Republican presidential
task force, a fund-raising arm
of the G.0.P., has been sending
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One of the minor debates of the Persian Gulf crisis is whether President
Bush should be spending the dog days ofAugust taking his ease in Ken-
nebunkport, Me. How have other key players in his Administration re-

out $25 checks to nearly
700,000 Americans. All the re-
cipients have to do is endorse
them and deposit them in their
banks. However, there is a tiny
little catch, as an accompany-
ing letter explains. The depos-
ited check gives the task force
the right to withdraw $12.50 a
month from the individual’s
account for what it calls candi-
date escrow funding. Lucky re-
cipients of the checks are al-
lowed to exit the program after
two payments have been ex-
tracted—there goes the $25—
but they are encouraged to re-
main participants and painless-
ly, perhaps endlessly, go on
contributing $12.50 a month to
the G.o.p.

Sell? How
Dare They Sell?

Remember all those worries
about the Japanese buying up
prime U.S. real estate, includ-
ing such high-ticket properties
as Rockefeller Center in New
York City and the giant ARCO
Plaza in Los Angeles? Well,
the big worry now is that the
Japanese may be selling some
of those properties, taking
more bounce out of an already
soft market. Apparently, the
worsening U.S. economy and
the battering of Tokyo finan-
cial markets are forcing many
giant Japanese companies to
reconsider investment strate-
gies. Among the first proper-
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&porter’s» Notebook

How a Vacation Helps
Even a Crisis President

By ANDREW ROSENTHAL

Special to The New York Times

KENNEBUNKPORT, Me., Sept. 3 '

— In the end, George Bush actually
may have been having fun on his
vacation.

Maybe it was because things had
8one his way at the United Nations
and President Mikhail S. Gorbachev
accepted his invitation to a summit
meeting in Helsinki, Finland, next
Sunday. Maybe he decided to just
grin and bear news coverage of his
sun-drenched Maine vacation.

Or maybe he figured that after in-
viting reporters (o his sprawling es-
tate and filling them with hamburg-
ers and hot dogs and giving them
rides on his speedboat, they would
stop writing articles and television
and radio reports about his 25-day
vacation on his sprawling estate and
the rides he took on his 8as-guzzling
speedboat during the Persian Gulf
Crisis and its threats to the nation’s
oil supply.

Whatever the reason, the Presi-
dent’s demeanor was noticeably sun-
nier last week. Some traced the
change to last Monday morning,
when he went fishing at 5 A.M. He
floated around the Kennebunk River
for an hour or two, catching nothing
but grinning broadly when he spied a
group of bleary-eyed reporters on the
bank swatting frantically at early-
morning hordes of moquitoes.

By Labor Day weekend, he even did
not look so grimly determined to
enjoy himself as he drove his ball
around the Cape Arundel Golf Club
course. He even began to make jokes.

On the 10th tee on Saturday, a re-
porter's electronic pager went off,
disrupting the President’s deive. A
collective breath was held. But the
Chief Executive merely did a playful
double-take and smiled.

Today, as the Summer White House
packed up to return to Washington,
Mr. Bush could not resist squeezing in
another round. Hurried as usual, he
roared down the fairway in his golf
car.

. But he had forgotten to secure his
clubs, and they fell to the ground with
agreat clatter.

‘I don’t need those!"" the President
exclaimed, jamming on his brakes.

‘“The press did it,” said Ken Rayn-
or, the club pro.

Mr. Bush laughed, fixed his clubs
and roared off again. Well, not Quite.
He forgot to release the brakes.

Work and Prayer

There were serious moments here.
Mr. Bush has been working hard,
aides said, y ing hour after hour
with Brent Scowcroft, the national se-
turity adviser, plotting strategy for
the gulf crisis and, most recently,
working on the summit meeting.
(-mOnSlMy.Mr.sBmwmme
gregations at St. Ann's E iscopal
Church, his customary hounepof wor-
g:p‘.’cnlnd the First Congregational
U .

Accompanied by his friend the Rev.
Billy Graham, Mr. Bush told those as-
sembled at the Congregational
Church: ““These are very interesting
times. A week from now, perhaps at
this minute, I will be sitting in Helsin-
ki, Finland, talking with President
Gorbachev. These are challenging
times."”

Later, at St. Ann's, Mr. Bush said:
‘‘These are rather trying times, and
right now I would suggest that we get
our strength from being one nation
under God. I know | feel that way; so
does Barbara; so does the rest of the
family.”

Breaking the News

While the President seemed more
relaxed, things were not going so
smoothly for his press operation.

Late Friday night, as word of the
impending Helsinki summit meeting
began to leak out in Moscow, the
White House hurriedly scheduled a
news briefing for Saturday morning.

But Marlin Fitzwater, the White
House spokesman, did not want to
take the podium and get bombarded
with questions he could not answer.
So a solution was found: Mr. Scow-
croft was recruited to ?ive a briefing.

But Mr. Scowcroft decided he
would not announce the summit
meeting, and that left him in the un-
comfortable position of refusing to
comment on what by then was com-
mon knowledge.

Then things got even more embar-
rassing. Just as Mr. Scowcroft was
making his most emphatic refusal to
comment, reporters noted that Mr,
Fitzwater was on the telephone,
scribbling hurriedly on a piece of
paper. s

He approached the podium and
handed the paper 10 Mr. Scowcroft,
who laughed and said, ‘‘We'll have an
announcementat | P.M."

Mr. Fitzwater grinned. “‘Shows you
how fast diplomacy can work some-
times,” he said.

Mr. Scowcroft sighed. ““I knew I
shouldn’t have done this,”" he said
with his usual deadpan delivery.

A Fondness for Initials

The telephone call turned out to
have been from Mr. Bush, who
phoned Mr. Fitzwater from the Fi-
delity, his speedboat, as it plied the
Gulf of Maine, to let him know the
summit meeting could be announced
atl1 P.M.

Mr. Bush, who likes to do things
personally, made the announcement
himself, emerging from the door of
fus house on Walker's Point, the
family estate, to speak to a small pool
of reporters. -

What was different from other
Presidential appearances here was
that as befitting the seriousness of the
moment, Mr. Bush was in a jacket

and tie instead of his customary polo_

Ehe New York Times s A0

shirt. what was the same was nhis
weakness for acronyms, abbrevia-
tions and insider jargon.

At one point, he sounded as though
he was declaring that he had great
confidence in his ‘‘sink.” He was
using the standard military acronym
Cinc for Commander in Chief and
referring to Gen. H. Norman
Schwarzkopf, commander of the
American forces in Saudia Arabia.

At another point, Mr. Bush was
asked if he expected to talk about
things other than the Persian Gulf
with Mr. Gorbachev. The President
replied; ‘I know that we’ll have dis-
cussions of, as [ mentioned, C.F.E.,
and a C.F.E. agreement would lead to
the C.S.C.E. meeting.”

Excuse me?

C.F.E. is the treaty on reducing
Conventional Forces in Europe. It is
to be signed at a meeting of the 35-na-
tion Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, or C.S.C.E.

Out of Sight, Not Mind

For White House watchers, the
Persian Gulf crisis has offered some
interesting twists.

First, there was the fact that Secre-
tary of State James A. Baker 3d was
noticeably absent from public view
while some officials not always seen
in the spotlight were more visible, in-
cluding Defense Secretary Dick
Cheney and Mr. Scowcroft.

Clearly, this did not signal a dimin-
ishing of Mr. Baker's status. It turned
out that he was on the phone from his
Wyoming vacation arranging the
summit meeting with Mr. Gorbachev.

This is a Presidential staff that
maintains at least the rance of
collegiality. So White House aMes

rush off questions about
whether John H. Sununu, the White

House chief of staff, whose expertise

is domestic politics, is ever at odde

with Mr. Scowcroft, an expert on dip-
lomatic and arms control issues.

Still, there may have been a flicker
of a smile'on Mr. Scowcroft's face on
Saturday, when he was asked if Mr.
Sununu. had -gthudm mnnwm-n]
arrangements s visit last
week to , where he was teach-

] officiais how ta run an

A

le Pres ;
“No,"* Mr. Scowcroft replied.
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Bush, new team of advisers
head to one-day summit

By Paul Bedard

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

When President Bush takes off in
his new Boeing 747 tomorrow for a
one-day summit with Soviet Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev in Helsinki,
Finland, he will be traveling with an
unusual team of advisers who have

crafted the careful U.S. diplomatic

and military policies in the Persian
Gulf crisis.
Sitting in the reclining first-class

'HEADED FOR
HELSINKI

President Bush.will meet with
Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev in Helsinki, Finland,
this weekend, accompanied by

some of his top advisers.
James A. Balosr secretary
of state -

Brent national
security adviser

assistant to mcb‘ .'i\d
senior director

Soviet affaire on the House
national secyrity staff .
Richard N. Haass, special
assistant to the president and
senior director for Near East and
South Asian affairs on the White
House national security staff

l g . ool LG e W
of state-for

April Glasple, US.
ambassador to Iraq

Danaly i

inthe &

- mw#

seats normally reserved for experts
on Warsaw Pact and arms-control
policies will be a different crop of
advisers on Middle East and Soviet
affairs whose stars have risen since
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait Aug. 2.

Joining National Security Ad-
viser Brent Scowcroft — the pres-
ident’s top aide during the crisis —
will be National Security Council
aides Condoleezza Rice and Richard
N. Haass.

Miss Rice, the chief Sovietologist
in the White House and the senior
director for European snd Soviet af-
fairs, recently replaced her former
boss, William Blackwill. This will be
her first trip as the president’s chief
Soviet adviser.

Mr. Bush relies on her insight and
the close relationship she has gener-
ated with Mr. Gorbachev, officials
said. For example, Mr. Bush dis-
patched Miss Rice to accompany the
Soviet president when he toured
Minnesota and California after the
superpower summit here in June.

Mr. Haass, special assistant to the
president for national security af-
fairs and senior director for Near
East and South Asian affairs, has be-
come the president’s senior Middle
East adviser during the crisis. When
Mr. Bush returned from Camp Da-
vid on Aug. S, it was Mr. Haass who
briefed him before he spoke to re-
porters and blasted Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein.

Mr. Haass, a Rhodes Scholar, has
worked as a top official in the Penta-
gon and State Department and is an
expert on arms control.

Secretary of State James A. Ba-
ker’s top Middle East advisers, John
Kelly, assistant secretary for the

Near East, and Dennis Ross, direc-
tor of policy planning, will join the
group in Helsinki.

While Mr. Ross has been a close
Bush and Baker adviser from the
start of the Bush administration, Mr.
Kelly is just now achieving that role,
aides said.

Even though these “second-tier”
aides have the president’s ear on the
key Gulf issues, White House offi-
cials said the principal players are
Mr. Scowcroft and his top aide, Rob-
ert Gates. Mr. Gates has manned the
internal “deputies committee meet-
ings,” the regular gathering of
senior Bush advisers who form pol-
icy outlines for the National Secu-
rity Council.

“No one can overplay the role he
has had in this,” said an administra-
tion official, who noted that only Mr.
Scowcroft remained with Mr. Bush
every day of his monthlong August
vacation in Kennebunkport, Maine.

Some have even suggested that
Mr. Scowcroft has assumed the role
of co-chief of staff, taking all foreign
policy decisions away from Chief of

Staff John Sununu, who just re-
turned from a trip to Moscow, where
he helped Mr. Gorbachey organize
his presidential office.

In addition to those in the State
Department and White House, Mr.
Bush has also called on experts such

as former Secretary of State Heary
Kissinger and U.S. Ambassador to
Iraq April Glaspie, aides said.

Mr. Bush has also relied on friend-
ship with officials from the region,
such as Saudi Arabian Ambassador
Prince Bandar.
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MR. BROKAW: Good afternoon, everyone. This is "Meet the Press." I'm Tom Brokaw from
Helsinki, Finland, where we are today gathered with General Brent Scowcroft, who is President Bush’s
national security affairs adviser. The president of the United States and the president of the Soviet
Union have now spent about 9 hours together today, two hours of meeting in the morning, then a
lunch, and then a long session this afternoon followed by a news conference. And there seem fo be
some differences of opinion about what they have agreed upon. Let’s put the questions first of all to
General Brent Scowcroft.

General Scowcroft, would the Soviet Union support the idea of having some kind of military
action against Iraq if Saddam Hussein continues to resist the idea of pulling his troops out of Kuwait?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I think what the joint statement said--and I consider as a very
historic document--was that nothing short of complete acceptance, implementation of the Security
Council resolutions, is acceptable, and if the steps taken so far do not do the job, then further steps will
be considered.

MR. BROKAW: But in a direct question on that very point to Mikhail Gorbachev, he would
not in fact repeat what the joint statement seemed to be saying. He in fact emphasized I did not say
if Iraq doesn’t withdraw, there will be military action.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, and he did not say that in the press conference, and that was
what was asked of him. But he did agree that further actions would be considered. And I think, you
know, one would have to say that what those options would be is at this point a hypothetical question
because he has, I believe, expressed considerable confidence that with the solidarity of the United
States, the Soviet Union, and the Security Council that the sanctions would do the job.

MR. BROKAW: General Scowcroft, let me give you a scenario from Saddam Hussein’s point
of view. He has listened to all of this now; he knows that there is going to be continued emphasis on
military--pardon me, on political and economic sanctions against him. What’s to keep him from just
waiting you all out, sitting there for nine months or maybe even 10 months, putting his country on a
subsistence diet, keeping his troops in Kuwait, knowing that there will be no military action.

- GENERAL SCOWCROFT: He doesn’t know that there will be no military action against him.
But I think the principal thing Saddam Hussein needs to see is the solidarity between the United
States and the Soviet Union, which after all has been an ally of Iraq for years. As soon as this meeting
was announced, he sent his foreign minister to Moscow to talk to them. He’s obviously worried. And
the expression of the Soviet Union that nothing short of the complete acceptance and implementation
of the Security Council resolutions has got to be terrible news to Saddam Hussein.

MR. BROKAW: Our guest on "Meet the Press" is General Brent Scowcroft, who’s the
president’s national security affairs adviser. I'm joined by White House correspondent, John Dancy,
who is with us-pardon me, with John Cochran who is with us today, and State Department
correspondent, John Dancy.

John Cochran, if we can ask you to pick up questions. You had three to the president inside,
50 you begin with one here.

MR. COCHRAN: It’s bad form to ask more than two. So I'm probably in trouble with the
White House.

NEWS TRANSCRIPTS, INC. - (202) 682-9050
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General Scowcroft, let’s talk about the additional pressure on Saddam Hussein. Jim Baker, the
secretary of state, said as he was leaving the hall with the president where the two presidents had their
press conference that really you were talking about economic measures here, stepping up of economic
measures. What else can you step up? If you’ve already got what’s supposed to be a total embargo,
what can you do, cut off air traffic?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: First of all, I think it’s premature to talk about additional steps.
The whole strategy has only been in place for a week or so. One can’t expect sanctions to take effect
that soon. Let’s wait and see what happens to the strategy that the Security Council has agreed upon
before we start saying what do we do next.

MR. COCHRAN: Let me ask you about the fact that Mikhail Gorbachev is not volunteering
to send Soviet troops down there. I get mixed signals within this administration. Apparently some
people would like for Gorbachev to send at least a token force down there, but there are others within
the administration, within the White House, who say the worst thing that could happen is to have
Soviet troops on the ground in Saudi Arabia. What is the U.S. position?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: The U.S. position is that it is up to the Saudis to request them, if
the Saudis feel they are useful, and we would welcome them if they were requested and provided.

MR. COCHRAN: You really would welcome them?
GENERAL SCOWCROFT: But we’re relaxed about it.

MR. COCHRAN: You think American troops and Soviet troops could work together on the
ground, harmoniously share intelligence together--the Soviets become a major player in the Mideast
because they would have troops on the ground?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, I think that’s a major leap to see what kinds of cooperation
would be necessary, where they would come in and how close they would be and so on. But I think the
answer is yes. '

MR. COCHRAN: It wouldn’t bother you.
GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No.
MR. BROKAW: John Dancy.

. MR. DANCY: General, that’s a major departure from U.S. policy. For the past 40 years, we
have tried to keep Soviets out of the Middle East, especially with troops of any kind. Why are you
doing that?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, I think, you know, that President Gorbachev, when he
revealed the secret that he talked about--and President Bush had said, you know, it was a hallmark
of American policy for many years to say that the Soviet Union had no role in the Middle East and we
worked to keep them out of the Middle East. I think the difference is both not only the change in the
character of U.S.-Soviet relations, the change of Soviet policy, but the strong indications that they’re
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playing a very responsible role in this crisis, a responsible role really against their traditions and
against their alliance with Iraq. That’s very important.

MR. DANCY: You have moved very carefully throughout this crisis to move in lockstep with
the Soviet Union. Would the United States take unilateral military action in the Middle East without
the acquiescence of the Soviet Union?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: That’s a very hypothetical question. I think there are some
circumstances under which the answer would have to be yes. But it’s a very hypothetical.

MR. DANCY: What are the circumstances?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Some major provocation to which the United States would only
answer--but I don’t want to get into details.

MR. DANCY: Like some move against the American civilians there?
GENERAL SCOWCROQFT: Idon’t want to get into what would a particular cause be.

MR. BROKAW: General Scowcroft, Newsweek is reporting that the United States is about to
unfreeze some $400 million in Iranian assets. Iran could be a key player obviously in all of this. Tareq
Aziz, the Iraq foreign minister, is there this week. Are you prepared to do that?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: There have been discussions going on for months about the Iranian
assets. A very high percentage of them have already been resolved, the issues.

MR. BROKAW: But have we been sending strong signals to Iran to step back from this one,
don’t get yourself in a corner with Saddam Hussein of Iraq?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: We have been at least in indirect communication with Iran.
MR. BROKAW: General Scowcroft, what about the restoration of what we call the rightful

government of Kuwait? We heard earlier today from Lee Hamilton and from Senator Biden that they
would not endorse the idea of putting back in power what is effectively a feudal monarchy. Is that

.negotiable?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, no, that is not negotiable. We cannot let Saddam Hussein profit
from his aggression. The leadership of Kuwait is a matter for the Kuwaiti people to decide, separate
and distinet from this particular action. And we think that it is not negotiable, that one lets him profit
by deciding that a particular neighboring government is or is not acceptable to him.

MR. BROKAW: But would we put them back in power with a kind of asterisk saying that there
must be elections within a year’s time?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, I think that is something for the Kuwaiti rulers to negotiate

with the Kuwaiti people, and negotiations between Iraq and Kuwait I presume could resume on the
issues between them.
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MR. COCHRAN: Could you tell me, sir, why headline writers for the Monday newspapers
should write: something new happened at Helsinki?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Ithink they should not necessarily write something new--something,
historic happened, and that is a solidifying of U.S.-Soviet position, determined position, on the
implementation of the U.N. resolutions.

MR. COCHRAN: It seemed to me that possible something new happened in the wording of this
possible humanitarian relief for the Iraqis. You talk about if the U.N.--which committee is it?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: The sanctions committee.

MR. COCHRAN: The sanctions committee--if it should determine that in fact food and medicine
were needed, apparently the United States would go along with it. That hadn’t been clear before. Was
that something that Gorbachev got President Bush to agree to? )

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, not at all. As a matter of fact, I think it was a very useful
thing to do because there had been a lot of discussion that food was in fact exempt, and what the joint
statement says, that the sanctions committee will decide under what conditions humanitarian food is
important, and then provide organization to see that the people for whom it is designed get it.

MR. COCHRAN: All right, now, sir, you’ve known George Bush a long, long time. Those who
know him well say George Bush never had any intention of letting the Iraqi people, children, go
without food and medicine, creating an Ethiopian type starvation situation. Was that always true, and
you just didn’t want to say it before?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, yes, I think that’s true; I don’t think there’s any question that
President Bush did not want Iraqi children to starve. But now what the statement says, we have a
procedure to make any food shipments, humanitarian in nature, that is, to deal with starving children
and to be delivered and supervised by an international organization, not simply shipped in willy-nilly
to the Iragi government.

MR. DANCY: General, let me ask you about the joint statement that you issued at the end of
the conference. It says, among other things, that the presidents direct their foreign ministers to work
with countries in the region and outside it to develop regional security structures and measures to
promote peace and stability. Let me get you straight: the Soviets have now signed on to the idea of
a regional security structure which the United States has been promoting, is that correct?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Yes.

MR. DANCY: What form would that take? Do you have an idea yet? How do you get to that?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: We didn’t discuss it in great detail, but I think by the nature of the
discussions, President Gorbachev would like the emphasis to be put on inter-Arab security structure.

MR. DANCY: On Secretary Baker’s trip just this past week to the Middle East, most of us who
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were along on the trip got the impression that the Arabs were very cool to this idea, that they all
wanted to study it a great deal further, but the United States was a lot further on this than the Arab -
countries were. j

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: 1Idon’t believe we are out further on it. What we’re saying is, let’s
suppose that the sanctions work, let’s suppose that Saddam Hussein withdraws. You still have a
security problem in the area, and that has to be dealt with, whether it’s by a U.N. peacekeeping force,
by an Arab peacekeeping force, or something to ensure stability in the region.

MR. DANCY: Does this mean the presence of U.S. troops on a more or less permanent basis
in the Middle East?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Not necessarily.

MR. BROKAW: Well, that seems to me to be another one of the questions that was left
unresolved here today. The president was saying that the American troops would come home as soon
as Saddam Hussein meets all of the conditions. If he meets all the conditions and pulls back to
Baghdad and we pull out of the Persian Gulf, what’s to keep him six months later from doing the same
thing all over again?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: That gets back to John’s question. I think the answer to that--he
didn’t say we would pull out as soon as Saddam Hussein withdrew, but he wouldn’t keep them there
a day longer than necessary. Ithink what we have to see is the implementation of a security system
in the Gulf which will guard against a simple renewal of that conflict.

MR. BROKAW: But do we all allow Saddam Hussein to continue to have chemical warfare
capacity and, as most Western intelligence agenties believe, the development of some kind of nuclear
capability and the maintenance of a million-man army?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I think we certainly don’t like any of those things, especially in
view of his recent actions. But I'm not sure that we need to solve all the problems relating to Iraq
when we solve the immediate one, which is the aggression against Kuwait.

MR. BROKAW: But the bottom line here is that the United States is willing to have Saddam
Hussein survive politically, militarily, and physically?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: We will deal with the remaining problems about Iraq and Iraqi
propensities and capabilities afterward. But the presence goal is, yes, to get Iraqi troops out of Kuwait,
the legitimate government restored, hostages released and a secure situation in the Gulf.

MR. COCHRAN: Let’s talk about what Mikhail Gorbachev got out of this Helsinki summit,
Immediately after the two presidents held their press conference, a senior Soviet official was telling
some of us reporters that very specific business deals were talked about--or I should say business
projects were talked about that you got into, deals to boost the Soviet economy, apparently private
investment. I’'m not sure what he was talking about. Do you know?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, there was a discussion of the Soviet economy, of what might
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be done to assist the Soviet economy, and there were a couple of sample projects that President
Gorbachev raised as indication of the kind of things that would happen. It was a useful discussion; it
was not specific in terms of the United States signing on to a project.

MR. COCHRAN: I got the impression that Gorbachev didn’t want anyone to think that he was
being mercenary, that he hadn’t come here to Helsinki to ask George Bush for help. He’s a very proud
man, he leads a very proud nation. However, President Bush said he is now more disposed towards
helping Gorbachev because of his cooperation in the U.N. So it seems to me that there in fact is
linkage.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, no linkage--none at all. As a matter of fact, it was President
Bush who raised the question about the economic situation in the Soviet Union and asked President
Gorbachev to talk about it. I think that the disposition to help that President Bush said is an

acknowledgement of further change, further sense of confidence that President Bush has in the foreign
policy of the Soviet Union. That’s not quid pro quo.

MR. COCHRAN: And possibly less confidence in Gorbachev’s handling of his own economy?
It’s getting worse.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, I don’t think so.
MR. COCHRAN: No?

MR. DANCY: General, did you get into anything else besides the Middle East? Did you get
a chance to talk about the conventional forces talks, for example?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: There was no discussion of arms control in detail other than both
agreed that it was still possible to complete a CFE treaty and a START treaty before the end of the
year, and that the foreign ministers would be given new charges to try to do that.

MR. DANCY: New instructions to try to complete the CFE agreement?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Yes.

MR. DANCY: Can you tell us--

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: But not specific--not specific instructions, just to redouble their
efforts so that--

MR. DANCY: Just simply to get going.
GENERAL SCOWCROFT: --it could be done by the end of the year.
MR. DANCY: I see.

MR. BROKAW: Do a kind of checklist for us, if you can. Is the president willing to accept the
idea that the Soviet military advisers stay in Iraq? We’ve had lots of artful explanations, including
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the latest one today from Mikhail Gorbachev. The president buys into that?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: The president would prefer that they not be there. I don’t think
it makes a tremendous amount of difference, and President Gorbachev did say he’s reducing them, and,
as he could, he would eliminate them. It is something we prefer to have out.

MR. BROKAW: And has Gorbachev gotten any indication, or do you have any indication, that
Saddam Hussein, despite his public bluster, is having second thoughts about what he’s done?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: It’s my|impression--and it’s only an impression--that he is getting
increasingly worried, and that he is casting about for a way out of the increasingly tight box that he’s
in. And I think that the joint statement today tightens that box considerably.

MR. BROKAW: And when is the next meeting between President Gorbachev and President
Bush?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: It is not scheduled at the present time.
MR. BROKAW: October 3rd in West Germany?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: October 3rd--there’s no agreement on that. But both presidents
have scheduling problems there, and it’s not clear whether that will take place or not.

MR. BROKAW: General Brent Scowcroft, thank you very much for being with us today, the
president national security affairs adviser, here with NBC White House correspondent, John Cochran,
and the other John from the State Department, John Dancy, who’s our chief diplomatic correspondent.
We thank you very much for being with us.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Thank you, Tom.
MR. BROKAW: We will be back with more on "Meet the Press" in a moment.
(Announcements)

MR. BROKAW: We’re back here on "Meet the Press," now joined by NBC’s Moscow
correspondent, Bob Abernethy, who is here with John Cochran and John Dancy, and in Washington
D.C. our Pentagon correspondent Fred Francis, as we’re trying to. sort out just exactly what has
happened here today in this meeting between the two presidents.

We were just talking about the joint statement which does show a lot of unity and it leaves open
the possibility of military action.

Then in the news conference, Gorbachev does everything that he can to absolutely discount the
idea there will-be any military activity.

MR. ABERNETHY: Again and again and again he stressed that what they had talked about
was a political solution. And this is what he has always been emphasizing. It seemed to me that the
tone of the statement was far more open, as you indicate, to the possibility of some kind of military
action than Gorbachev was willing to be in the press conference itself.
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There was also something I think that was more implied and interesting than it was spelled
out, and that was about economic aid. You and General Scowcroft were just talking about this, John.

But after it was over, one of the Soviets told us that they had discussed what he called big joint
projects. And he said it in an enthusiastic way that was far more promising, I think, than the way
General Scowcroft just decided it.

It was also something that Gorbachev got that was very important, and that was President
Bush’s acknowledgement that the Soviets do have a role in the Middle East.

MR. BROKAW: Fred Francis at the Pentagon, what was your reading of the--it seems to us
that, based on this news conference alone, the chances of some kind of military action against Saddam
Hussein, short of Saddam Hussein going in and rounding up all the hostages and lining them up before
a firing squad, that that possibility is very remote now.

MR. FRANCIS: I disagree, Tom. The two leaders are very far apart on that. George Bush
wants the option.

But looking at it from Gorbachev’s point of view, Saddam Hussein is a very big customer, not
just for military hardware, but big customers in all kinds of economic plants and factories. The last
thing that Gorbachev wants is a military solution to this. Not only does he lose all of that on the
economic side with Iraq, but he also loses a lot of prestige with Iraq’s flying Soviet jets and Soviet
‘tanks.

So it’s not a good--military is not a good outcome for Mikhail Gorbachev, and I think he
expressed that today. But I saw a very hard George Bush saying that’s my option. And what they’re
saying here at the Pentagon and across the river is that they don’t want those boys staying there, you
know, what would--probably 200,000 Tom, by the end of October--for a long, long time, without a real
resolution of this.

MR. BROKAW: That’s right, Fred. And the conditions are very tough for the people on the
ground there. And there still is some question about how effective these political and economic
sanctions have been against Iraq, especially now that they’re going to let food in on a humanitarian
basis. '

I wonder what the Pentagon planners think about what they’ve gotten themselves into.

MR. FRANCIS: Well, this week, there were--maybe Brent Scowcroft has not been reading some
of the intelligence reports. But I am told quite flatly that there is big leakage already. You and I
discussed smuggling. And smuggling is going to start fresh across that Iranian border.

The Iranians are going to play this for all it’s worth. They won’t help Iraq out militarily, but
if they can make a lot of money with Iraq selling them food, I think they’ll do that. And how do they
get paid? There’s a great possibility that the Iraqis will ship Iran oil to pay for the food coming in.

That’s a worry to the intelligence community, and they’re watching that very closely,

MR. BROKAW: Bob Abernethy.
MR. ABERNETHY: Just wanted to add, Gorbachev did leave open some little hint of the
possibility of supporting military action in what he said when he said if Iraq provoked military action

it would be a tragedy for Iraq, for the region and for the whole world.
I don’t know how you read that. But it sounds to me as if it was not a total repudiation of the
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idea.

MR. ABERNETHY: As Brent Scowcroft said, though, the United States would not move
militarily without the acquiescence of the Soviet Union and the condltlons under which it would move
would be that there be some provocation.

Gorbachev left the door open for that kind of action.

MR. BROKAW: All right, it seems clear that the scenario is, worked out between Gorbachev
and the president of the United States in compliance with the Western allies and Japan, that we’re
going to just continue the squeeze, politically and economically. How long--let’s go around the
Horn here--do you think we can do that and keep Arab unity and keep the enthusiastic support of the
American people? John Dancy.

MR. DANCY: Probably about until Christmas.
MR. ABERNETHY: I'd say longer, six to nine months.

MR. DANCY: I don’t know what the answer to the question is, but I'm quite sure that what
it will take to do it is a far longer time than either one of you have mentioned.

MR. BROKAW: That’s what I think as well. There’s no indication that Saddam Hussein is
about ready to roll over and give up. Fred Francis, what’s your judgement of the Pentagon?

MR. FRANCIS:; They’re going to get awful antsy around Thanksgiving when the sanctions start
leaking. It’s going to be a real problem.

MR. BROKAW: Problem for the United States.

MR. FRANCIS: Sure is. 200,000 troops in the desert, food going into Iraq, looking at
Christmas 1991, that’s the date they’re talking around here. It’s a long time to keep the boys in the
desert.

MR. ABERNETHY: And possibly support from the American people and from the allies
starting to dribble away.

MR. BROKAW: Well, it maybe a new world, but the old problems are still very hard to solve.
And those old problems are settled this night in the middie of the Middle East. :

That’s "Meet the Press" for this Sunday from Helsinki, Finland, at the conclusion of the
meeting between President George Bush and Mikhail Gorbachev. For Bob Abernethy, John Cochran,
John Dancy, and Fred Francis, I'm Tom Brokaw, good afternoon.
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‘EVEN SADDAM HUSSEIN
CAN LEARN LESSONS’

A talk with National Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft

During the long days of
the Persian Gulf Cn-
sts, no aide has been
closer to President

Bush than National Se-

curity Adviser Brent

Scowceroft. The 65-year-old

retired Air Force general,

who served President Ford
in a similar capacity, has rarely been

Jar from Bush, whether fishing or tee-

ing off on the golf course. Taking a

short break in his makeshift office at a

Kennebunkport (Me.) inn on Aug. 26,

Scoweroft spoke with BUSINESS WEEK
White House Correspondent Douglas

Harbrecht about the Administration’s

strategy for facing down Iraqi leader

m Hussein.

Q The American public seems to think
that when the President talks about our
way of life being threatened by Saddam
Hussein, he’s saying he’ll put American
troops into combat to keep oil
prices down. Are our policy goals

in this crisis sustainable?

A It’s not simply to keep oil prices
at a particular level. That is a .
gross distortion. We have two ob-
jectives. The first is to show that
naked aggression, posing a threat
not only to Kuwait but to all the
other countries in the gulf, won’t
be tolerated. And we intend to pre-
vent Iraq, either by physical con-
trol or by threats, from controlling
the oil of the Middle East, with the

consequent influence on the world
economy.

Q Can you foresee any scenario
where there isn't going to be a
major U.S. troop presence in the
Middle East for years to come?

A Yes, if there is an [Iraqi] with-
drawal. The fact that there has
been this demonstration, not only
by the U. S. but by the world com-
munity, of quick reaction to ag-
gression means that expectations
and attitudes throughout the re-
gion will change. It won’t neces-
sarily mean that peace and non-
aggression have to be maintained by
military force.

Q So Saddam must go?

A Not necessarily. Even Saddam Hus-
sein can learn lessons. And if he be
comes convinced that aggressive behav-
ior will not be tolerated, then it may not
be necessary to keep massive forces in
the region. After all, we have had a na-
val squadron in the Persian Gulf for
years and years. There is likely to be
a presence, but it doesn’t have to be
massive.

QThe U.S. seems to be taking on a
new role as global cop in the post-cold-
war era. Can we afford it?

A There’s no question the U.S. as a su-




“' . LESSONS.. CONTINUED

_.perpower has a certain leadership role to
- play. But I want to underscore the role
of. the world community. Hopefully, if
.. there needs to be a world policeman, the
U.N. Security Council ecan do the job.
And if it can act decisively in cases of
_ aggression, then- the would-be aggres-
. sors may be deterred. There won'’t be
the need to repeat the massive threat of
- force that we have’in this circumstance.
Q Does the vote to give the embargo
teeth foreshadow a new, stronger role
“for the U. N.? Or is this just a rare case
where everyone’s interést coincided? i

" .M We may be seeing the emergence of a |

new world order. In 194546, the U.N.
Security Council was given [broad] pow-
. ers to enforce the-rule-of international
law. It didn’t work out because of the
cold war. Now, we are seeing the kind of |
cooperation and action that was envi-.
sioned by the U. N. charter.

Q To make the blockade more effective,
will we intercept airlifts to ? '

A Voluntary compliance with the sanc-
tions has been very, very good. And an
occasional aireraft flight in or out isn’t
going to make 8 big difference.

Q Ever from Libya? - .

A Even froimn Libya. What we are doing
is interdicting the basic commerce in and
out of Iraq. We are talking about enor-
mous quantities here, both of exports
and imports. And if there is an
occasional flight or overland deliv-
ery here, it’s not going to make a
.big difference. - -
€Q Have we asked the Soviets for
_ active intervention in the gulf?

~ A'We haven't asked. They have
made some suggestions, and they -
have a naval presence. We wel-.-
come their participation. .
Q How will this crisis redefine our .

“ relationships with our allies? ° -
*-./AT think it helps solidify the alli-

. ances. What we have here is close
cooperation with all of [the Allies]
in areas outside the perimeters of
our major alliance systems—that
is, NATO and the Japanese security
gystem in the Far East What

.~ we're seeing is everybody making

© the kind of contribution that they.
can best make. With the Germans -
and the Japanese, there are-consti--
tutional problems with using their -
military forces. Therefore, their
contributions are of another kind.
But there’s plenty of need, and ev-_
erybody can contribute. .




FISHING IN TROUBLED WATER

The President
thinks time is
on his side

George Bush yelped when son Jeb
accidentally embedded a fish-
hook in the President’s right earlobe
while casting off the coast of Kenne-

bunkport last week. A White House

doctor quickly removed the barb and
advised an immediate tetanus shot.
But the President soldiered on, trolling
for another hour in his speedboat be-
fore agreeing to medical treatment. He
was rewarded with three bluefish.
Bush’s friends and advisers see a les-
son in that story. Anyone who thinks
that he lacks the perseverance for a
prolonged struggle in the Persian Gulf,
they say, does not know George Bush.
In fact. his decision to try diplomacy
and economic sanctions, rather than a
quick military strike, to force Saddam
Hussein out of Kuwait reflects a famil-
iar pattern in Bush’s life. He is a man of
disciplined persistence rather than
bold strokes, stubborn to a fault. He is
also a man. his closest aides say, show-
ing signs of strain from a much-needed
* August vacation that was disrupted by

the Gulf crisis. “He has been unable to
recharge his batteries,” says one aide,
describing the President’s mood as in-
creasingly “‘grumpy.”

Bush has been heartened By -public
support for his careful approach. He
even sees signs that a new, post-Viet-
nam “maturity” is emerging in Ameri-
ca, a growing recognition that the U.S.
must take risks to stop aggression. But
he is plainly worried about the cost.
The President was relieved at Budget
Director Richard Darman’s private es-
timate last week that the military inter-
vention will cost substantially less than
expected. The budget director said the
U.S. expeditionary force will run about
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I $3 billion every six months —and less if

the Saudis, Kuwaitis and others help
foot the bill as expected.

Still. some senior officials are un-
comfortable with the administration’s
stated willingness to settle for restoring
the status quo before Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait without crippling Hussein’s nu-
clear and chemical-weapons capabili-
ty. The hawks include Vice President

Dan Quayle, Defense Secretary Dick
Cheney, Under Secretary of Defense
Paul Wolfowitz and Deputy National
Security Adviser Robert Gates. But

the President counsels patience. saying
Hussein could well lose power in a
coup as the economic vise tightens —
without the loss of American lives.
Bush, so often derided for his lack of
vision, also has bigger things in mind.
During another trolling expedition,
this one with National Security Adviser
Brent Scowcroft, he ruminated about a
“new world order” that might emerge
from the crisis. In it, the U.S. would
forge new alliances with Arab states
and work with other “civilized nations™
to contain the world’s brigands
through the United Nations. Bush con-
cluded that an immediate attack on
Iraqwould dash that dream. By the end
of the morning, he also had landed
three 14-pound bluefish. Perseverance
paid off, at least in the Gulf of Maine.

BY KENNETH T. WALSH
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But Soviets bar force

if U.N. sanctions fail

By Paul Bedard

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

HELSINKI, Finland — President
Bush delivered on his promise of su-
perpower unity against Iraq yester-
day but failed in a one-day summit
with Soviet President Mikhail Gor-
bachev to get full Kremlin backing
for U.S. policy in the Persian Gulf.

As part of their show of unity, the
superpower leaders agreed to make
exceptions to the United Nations’
embargo on Iraq by allowing “hu-
manitarian” shipments of food and
medicine into Iraq and Kuwait.

The two leaders stated any such
imports “must be strictly mon-
itored” to ensure they are humani-
tarian, “with special priority being

given to meeting the needs of chil-
dren.” Mr. Bush said he was satisfied
it would not create a “big, big hole in
the embargo.”

In their third summit in less than
ayear, the leaders joined to condemn
Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait.
They promised to work toward a
peaceful and diplomatic resolution
of the crisis that has drawn a mas-
sive U.S. military buildup to protect
Saudi Arabia.

“Our preference is to resolve the
[Persian Gulf] crisis peacefully, and
we will be united against Iraq’s ag-
gression as long as the crisis exists,”
they declared in a joint statement.

The Soviet leader rejected the use
of military force if U.N. sanctions
fail, and said he had no plans to com-
mit Soviet troops to the multi-
national force in the region.

Mr. Bush pledged to provide
unspecified economic aid to the So-
viet Union.

After meeting at Finland’s pres-
idential palace for more than six
hours, the two world leaders used

diplomatic language and super-:

power unity to illustrate Iraq’s isola-
tion.

“We are united in the belief that
Iraq’s aggression must not be toler-
ated. No peaceful international or-
der is possible if larger states can
devour their smaller neighbors . ..,"
the joint statement said.

In the statement — which con-
trasted to the bickering during Cold
War years — the superpower leaders
agreed they would consider further
U.N. actions against Iraq if the em-
bargo — one of five U.N. sanctions —
does not work.

At a briefing after the summit,
Secretary of State James A. Baker
III suggested the new sanctions in-
clude a naval and air blockade of
Iraq— an expansion of the U.S. Navy
“interdiction” of ships with goods
bound for Iraq.

Despite that general unity, Mr.
Bush and Mr. Gorbachev remained
divided on U.S. calls for withdrawal
of the remaining 150 Soviet military
advisers from Iraq, Moscow’s wish
to use the Persian Gulf crisis to en-
gineer a Middle East peace settle-
ment, and Washington’s desire for
carte blanche endorsement of U.S.
military initiatives should the U.N.
embargo fail.

Mr. Gorbachev said during a one-
hour news conference at Finlandia
Hall that 46 of 196 Soviet military
advisers have been withdrawn and
those still there plan to leave when
contracts with Iraq are completed.
The State Department says the Sovi-
ets have 5,000 advisers in Iraqg, with
1,000 involved in military work.

Mr. Bush did not press the Soviets
on the issue, but told reporters, “I'd
like to see them all out of there.”

On linking Iraq with greater Mid-
dle East peace talks, Mr. Bush said,
“any effort to link them is an effort
to dilute the [U.N.] resolutions”
against Iraq. But Mr. Gorbachev
said,“. . . thereis a link here because
the failure to find a solution in the
Middle East at large also has a bear-
ing on the acuteness of the particu-
lar conflict we’ve been talking about
here.”

On keeping the military option
alive, Mr. Bush admitted, “We may
have a difference on that.” Mr. Gor-
bachev rejected military force, call-
ing instead for a diplomatic settle-
ment, noting that his government
has had constant contact with Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein.
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But Mr. Gorbachev, appearing
cheerful and friendly with Mr. Bush,
said the world would not accept any
further military aggression by Iraq.

“We are attempting . .. to make it
quite clear to Saddam Hussein that
if Iraq were to provoke military ac-
tion, then the result would be a trag-
edy first and foremost for the Iraqi
people themselves, for the whole of
the region and for the whole of the
world,” Mr. Gorbachev said.

Brent Scowcroft, Mr. Bush’s na-
tional security adviser, said yester-
day on NBC-TV’s “Meet the Press”
that there are some circumstances
under which the United States would
take unilateral military action
against Iraq. He did not elaborate.

And the possibility of U.S. and So-

viet forces fighting side by side and
sharing intelligence in Saudi Arabia

does not daunt U.S. policy-makers,
Mr. Scowcroft said.

“The U.S. position is that it is up to
Saudi Arabia to request [the Soviet
ground forces] if the Saudis feel
they're useful. And we would wel-
come them if they were requested
and provided,” he said, adding that
he believes U.S. and Soviet forces
could work well together.

Mr. Bush said yesterday, “I did not
ask him [Mr. Gorbachev] to send
troops in.”

The two leaders returned home
after the summit, and Mr. Baker con-
tinued on a weeklong effort to win
allied funding for the U.S. military
buildup in the Gulf. Mr. Bush did not
seek any money or military support
from the Soviets.

While both sides left the meetings
essentially where they began on the
Gulf situation, the summit dramati-
cally showed that the former arch-
enemies can work together peace-
fully to solve world issues — a
sitgation that did not exist a year

‘CONTINUED
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“We began our conversation today
together by reviewing the situation
and re2lizing that the wholé of world
society and our two great states are
undergoing a trial,” said Mr. Gorba-
chev. “This is a test of the durability
of the new approach to resolving
world problems.”

“I feel we're moving on the right
track,” said Mr. Bush, who joined in
Mr. Gorbachev’s declaration that the
two have generated a warm relation-
ship based on the previous summits
in Malta and Washington.

Despite the differences, the su-
perpower leaders stressed unity. Mr.
Baker said the harshly worded joint
Statement was not a weak message
from the superpowers, and would
not give “any joy” to Mr. Hussein.

-On Saturday, Mr. ‘Hussein's
spokesman gave a televised speech
aimed at dividing the superpowers
on the Gulf crisis. But Mr. Bush said
the Iraqi leader “is not going to di-
vide us and divide other countries.

Mr. Bush said yesterday, “Neither
of us try to indicate that we look at
exactly every problem exactly the
same way.’

* Mr. Bush called the summit nine

days ago to send a message of super-
power unity to Mr. Hussein, a Soviet
ally.

On that note, Mr. Bush was suc-
cessful. “We must demonstrate be-
yond any doubt that aggression can-
not and will not pay,” said the
two-page joint statement. )

Mr. Bush also .won assurances
from Mr. Gorbachev that he would
continue to use his influence to try

-to convince Mr. Hussein to leave Ku-

wait. “We are trying to make sure
that our arguments are convincing”
the Kremlin leader said.

The Soviets came away ‘with vic-
tories too, namely Mr. Bush’s pledge
of US. aid to the struggling Soviet
economy and the president’s prom-
ise that all U.S. troops will be with-
drawn once Iragi troops return to
Iraq and “we are satisfied that the
security needs of the area have been
met.” . :
The Soviets entered the meeting
worried that the United States would
keep troops behind in the Gulf and
Saudi Arabia after the conflict is re-
solved.

Mr. Bush, meanwhile, made his
most direct pledge of economic aid
to the Soviet Union to date: “I am
very much interested in assisting to
be sure that perestroika {internal So-
viet reform] is successful. ... It

seems to me that we should be as
forthcoming as we possibly can in
terms of economics, and I plan to do
that,” Mr. Bush said.

Last week, White House spokes-
man Marlin Fitzwater indicated that

_.the Bush administration was consid-
ering aid to the Soviets.

Mr. Bush indicated he was not
considering a cash donation, but
rather other economic aid and tech-
nical help. “We are not in the posi-
tion, operating at enormous deficits,
to write out large checks,” he said
before returning to Andrews Air
Force Base, site of the ongoing bud-
get negotiations.

Mr. Bush said there had been a
“good, long discussion” on Soviet re-
quests for economic assistance, and
that he would address the topic when
he makes a nationally televised
speech to Congress tomorrow night.

Mr. Gorbachev, apparently con-
cerned about the image of accepting
U.S. aid, warned: “It would be very
oversimplified and very superficial
to judge that the Soviet Union could
be bought for dollars.” :

The two also renewed a pledge to
sign a strategic arms treaty this year
and suggested that they would hold
one or two more summits before the
end of the year. :

® Warren Strobel in Helsinki and
Carleton R. Bryant in Washington
contributed to this report.
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Executives, take note. The President’s initial response to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait provides a

textbook demonstration of what to do when the going gets tough.

EACT SWIFTLY. Be decisive.
Take charge, then don’t be afraid
to delegate. Set a clear strateg
and stick to it. Communicate,
communicate, communicate.

Those are the kinds of guidelines consul-
tants lay down when they advise corporate
executives on how to handle a crisis. And
they define the way George Bush has re-
sponded to one of the toughest management
challenges in recent times. As the confron-
tation with Iraq moves into what may be a
prolonged second act, the President could
vet make mistakes. But his performance to
date has been, in the words of former De-
fense Secretary and CIA director James
Schlesinger, “splendid.”

Sure, Bush has been lucky. The end of the
Cold War gave him maneuvering room to or-
chestrate an unprecedented international re-
sponse to Iraqi aggression. Saddam Hussein
made that task easier by first attacking anoth-
er Arab state and then calling for popular
uprisings in the region, actions likely to send
some nervous Arab leaders running into the
American tent. But like any skillful manager.
Bush has made the most of his breaks.

Experience helps. After three decades as
an oilman, U.N. Ambassador, CIA director,
and Vice President, Bush has a more sophis-
ticated grasp of the Middle East—and closer
ties to its leaders—than any previous U.S.
President. Says David Sadd, an Arab-Ameri-
can investment banker who met with Bush
six days after the invasion: “He was even
aware of a border dispute between Saudi
Arabia and Yemen that was giving the Saudis
pause about moving troops from the Yemen
border to the Kuwaiti border. And he had
already spoken to Yemen's President Saleh
about it. He’s very well versed.”

In this crisis, as in so many others, the re-
sponse during the first 24 hours was crucial.
Savs former U.S. diplomat Robert Hormats,

now vice chairman of Goldman Sachs Inter-
national: “The fact that Bush moved so
quickly to freeze Iragi and Kuwaiti assets,
block trade, and rally the West to immedi-
ately do the same was the key to foiling the
great bank robbery of 1990.”

Through the early days, Bush focused his
prodigious energy— another useful quality in
a crunch—on rallying support among for-
eign leaders for his decisions. At the height of
the crisis, he was averaging a telephone call
an hour, often rising very early in the morn-
ing to straddle time zones. “I'm going to have
a very big phone bill,” he joked to reporters.

During this initial round of high-level
salesmanship, the President targeted his
message to his audience. With Arab leaders
he played on legitimate fears that Saddam
could not be trusted, sharing U.S. satellite
intelligence data showing a threatening
buildup of Iraqi forces along the Saudi bor-
der. He also offered U.S. military support. In
a gesture aimed at reassuring King Fahd, he
used a national security loophole to waive the
Metzenbaum amendment, legislation that
normally limits U.S. deliveries of jets to the
Saudis.

With European leaders and Japan’s Prime
Minister Toshiki Kaifu, Bush focused on the
devastating economic costs of an Iragi inva-
sion of Saudi Arabia. To reassure Turkish
President Ozal, whose country is in the front
line, he sent Secretary of State James Baker
to Ankara with promises of U.S. military
backing. The common goal in all these con-
tacts was to swiftly weave the tightest possi-
ble net around Iraq.

Confident of the ability and loyalty of his
top lieutenants, Bush also delegated effec-
tively. When the crisis broke, Jim Baker, who
was already with Soviet Foreign Minister
Eduard Shevardnadze in Siberia, helped
persuade his counterpart to cut off arms

B by Ann Reilly Dowd

REPORTER ASSOCIATE Jennifer Reese

sales to the Soviets' longtime client and then
flew to Moscow to issue a historic joint con-
demnation of Iraq’s aggression. Later, Assis-
tant Secretary of State Richard Solomon
broke away for a less public visit to Beijing,
where he helped get the Chinese, key mem-
bers of the Security Council. to back a U.N.
embargo. Other aides flew to Riyadh, Alex-
andria. Rabat, and Damascus to build sup-
port for sending U.S. troops to Saudi Arabia.
Throughout. Bush kept in close touch by
phone.

T FIRST Bush focused on diplo-

matic and economic sanctions. But

two days after the invasion. with re-

ports that Saddam had rounded up
American oil workers and was massing
troops along the Saudi border, the former
Navy pilot gathered his advisers and gave
them 24 hours to come up with military op-
tions. The next dav at Camp David, after fur-
ther consultation. he made the crucial
decision to commit American troops to the
Middle East.

According to aides, Bush didn’t agonize
once the necessity for this tough call became
apparent. Savsone: “It's his style to ask lots of
questions and work his way through compli-
cated issues. On this one. he was very calm,
measured. There was no hand-wringing.”

Once he decided to send troops. however,
Bush recognized the need to lay out his
goals and rally the American public. On
Tuesday. August 7, having received a formal
invitation from the Saudis to send help,
Bush told his aides to start working on a
speech. That night, Middle East expert
Richard Haass and National Security Advis-
er Brent Scowcroft discussed a draft with
Bush in the White House residence. The
President made some suggestions. and
Haass and Scowcroft staved in the West




BUSH. . . CONTINUED

| Wing to refine the piece until around 2:30
aM. The next morning Bush fiddled with
] the prose until minutes before his perfor-

mance at 9 a.M. Afterward, aides applaud- -

ed. Then the President went off to more
meetings. phone calls, a press conference,
and—well, why not? —some tennis.
Maintaining what reporters have dubbed
the “aerobic presidency.” despite the threat
of war. is how 'this hyperactive 66-year-old
copes with the stress of long. demanding
| days. Confident that no one can question
who's running the show, Bush makes no
apologies for his occasional
breaks. “I am determined that
life goes on,” he told report-
‘ers. So when Saddam issued
‘his call for a “holy war,” Bush
;responded by doffing his tie
‘and hitting the links—as well
ras the waves, tennis courts,
. and jogging paths—of Kenne-

bunkport, Maine.

Throughout the crisis the
President has so far managed
to maintain balance and per-
spective—no easy feat. The
morning after Saddam’s
troops swept south into Ku-
wait City, Bush squeezed in a
congratulatory call to the par-
ents of Timothy Swanson, a
just-released Peace Corps
worker who had been held
captive in the Philippines. Lat-
er he visited Republican Na-
tional Committee Chairman
Lee Atwater, who is still fight-
ing a brain tumor, and wrote
an apology to a reporter
whom he felt he had mistreat-
ed at a press briefing.

While he concentrates on
countering Saddam. Bush has
also been moving to defuse a
related crisis—the threat of re-
cession. Savs a top White

House adviser: “Even before
we presented any formal anal-
ysis. Bushi grasped the implica-
tions for the budget. monetary
policy. and energy policv. He
knew the Iraqi invasion would
slow growth and complicate
policvmaking.”

The Bush team’s biggest worry is that ris-.
ing inflation. brought on by higher oil prices,
will give Federal Reserve Board Chairman
Alan Greenspan an even stronger reason
not to lower interest rates. Soon after the in-
vasion. Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady
and chief economist Michael Boskin visited
the Fed chief to convey. in great detail and
no uncertain terms, their desire for easier
money, Meanwhile. to get a budget deal the
President has recently launched a vocal at-
tack on congressional Democrats in hopes
of pushing them back to the negotiating ta-
ble. Nothing would give Bush a freer hand
in dealing with his longstanding problems
back home than a swift and successful end
1o the dangerous showdown he faces in the
Persian Gulf.

o
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Concern Grows in Jordan -

About Backing Saddam

| By Nora Boustany

Fahd of the Iragi thrust into Kuwait.

Washington Post Foreign Service

{AMMAN, Jordan, Aug. 27—King Hussein’s
new push for a diplomatic solution to the Persian
Gulf crisis reflects growing misgivings here
about Amman’s association with Baghdad, ac-
cording to several prominent Jordanians.

{The king is touring Arab capitals this week
seeking consensus on a formula for an Iraqi pull-
out from Kuwait and a Jordanian politician said
he “will try to persuade Saddam to give a signal
for withdrawal” from Kuwait with Arab backing.
Jordan also will host a meeting set for Thursday
‘between U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de
Cuellar and Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz.

. ‘The masses in this largely Palestinian country
-still appear to support Saddam. But increased do-
mestic pressure on Hussein to distance Jordan
from Iraq is coming from a small but influential
minority of this country’s elite, which has begun
to speak out openly against what they say are
mistakes and pitfalls Hussein should have
avoided. '

. *T would have condemned the invasion and
Iraq from day one,” a Jordanian senator said. He
said the king tried to call Saddam at 6 a.m. on
the: day of the invasion, hoping to reason with
him upon being alerted by Saudi Arabia’s King

«Saddam did not come to the phone. His maj-

~ esty called again at 9. He still could not speak

-with the Iraqi president. They did not hear until
:1 in the afternoon and by then it was all over,”
the senator said. “I don’t see how such an in-
fringement was going to be employed to cater to
Arab needs.”

One businessman here said, however, that he
doubted that “any Arab army or leader would
have blocked Saddam’s advance.” ,

“This was a one-way street and, as far as [ am
concerned, the occupation of a country is not
subject to negotiation. I do sympathize with
Iraq’s need to reach out to gulf waters, but this
should have been achieved differently,” he added.

«Saddam should have consulted his Arab al-
lies, particularly Hussein,” agreed one disgrun-
tled politician here.

Despite his melancholy defense of Saddam as
an Arab patriot, Hussein has complained private-
ly in recent days to one confidant of the difficul-
ties he has encountered in dealing with the Iraqi
leader and explaining him to the
world when he chooses to act inde-
pendently and without advance no-
tice on vital and dangerous matters.

Irritation with Saddam’s blitz tac-



BUSH. . . CONTINUED

Wing to refine the piece until around 2:30
. AM. The next morning Bush fiddled with
the prose until minutes before his perfor-
mance at 9 a.m. Afterward. aides applaud-
ed. Then the President went off to more
meetings. phone calls, a press conference,
and—well, why not?-—some tennis.
Maintaining what reporters have dubbed
the *aerobic presidency.” despite the threat
of war. is how this hyperactive 66-year-old
copes with the stress of long. demanding
days. Confident that no one can question
who's running the show, Bush makes no
apologies for his occasional
breaks. “I am determined that
life goes on,” he told report-
ers. So when Saddam issued
his call for a “holy war,” Bush
responded by doffing his tie
and hitting the links—as well
as the waves, tennis courts,
and jogging paths—of Kenne-

bunkport, Maine.

Throughout the crisis the
President has so far managed
to maintain balance and per-
spective—no easy feat. The
morning after Saddam’s
troops swept south into Ku-
wait City, Bush squeezed in a
congratulatory call to the par-
ents of Timothy Swanson, a
just-released Peace Corps
worker who had been held
captive in the Philippines. Lat-
er he visited Republican Na-
tional Committee Chairman
Lee Atwater, who is still fight-
ing a brain tumor, and wrote
an apology to a reporter
whom he felt he had mistreat-
ed at a press briefing.

While he concentrates on
countering Saddam. Bush has
also been moving to defuse a
related crisis—the threat of re-
cession. Says a top White

House adviser: “Even before
we presented any formal anal-
vsis, Bush grasped the implica-
tions for the budget. monetary
policy. and energy policy. He
knew the Iraqi invasion would
slow growth and complicate
policymaking.*

The Bush team's biggest worry is that ris-
ing inflation. brought on by higher oil prices,
will give Federal Reserve Board Chairman _
Alan Greenspan an even stronger reason
rot 1o lower interest rates. Soon after the in-
vasion. Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady
and chief economist Michael Boskin visited
the Fed chief to convey. in great detail and
no uncertain terms. their desire for easier
maney. Meanwhile. to get a budget deal the
President has recently launched a vocal at-
tuck on congressional Democrats in hopes
of pushing them back to the negotiating ta-
ble. Nothing would give Bush a freer hand
in dealing with his longstanding problems
back home than a swift and successful end
10 the dangerous showdown he faces in the
Persian Gulf. F |
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George Bush, dlplomat

The President 1s hoping that a “new woﬂd ovder” will contain Hussem

After weeks of com-
paring Saddam Hus-
sein with Adolf Hitler
and suggesting that
the Iraqi dictator is a
threat to America’s
“way of life,” George
Bush finally came
face-to-face with the
cost of eliminating America’s new arch-
enemy. U.S. News has learned that the
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the National
Security Council have concluded that a
full-scale war against Iraq, with its al-

" most certain use of chemical weapons,

could cost 20,000 to 30,000 American
combat casualties. Officials acknowl-
edge that the estimates may be overly
pessimistic; but when the word was con-
veyed to Bush, the President grimaced,
shook his head and told his aides it was
too high a price to pay. Haunted not
only by the prospect of thousands of
Americans dead and wounded but also
by a nightmarish image of American
bodies burned to death by Hussein’s’

- chemical weapons, Bush decided to try’

diplomacy — at least for now. -

But if Bush has blinked, so has Hus-
sein. In fact, senior administration offi-
cials say the Iragi dictator’s decision not
to challenge the United Nations-spon-
sored naval blockade of his country,
along with his bizarre television cam-
paign to portray himself as a kindly un-
cle to his Western hostages, helped con-
vince the President that Hussein may
want to avoid war and that an attack on
him now would be premature.

Possible deal? So for the time being,
Bush is pursuing a strategy of diplomacy
backed up by containment, while the
Pentagon continues to gather the heavily

armed forces it would need for an all-out -

war with Iraq. According to senior U.S.
officials, the. White House foresees one

possible deal in which Iraqi troops would

be removed from Kuwait and replaced by

-a U.N. force manned mainly by Ameri-

cans and backed up by American air and

-naval forces deployed indefinitely in the

Persian Gulf, a formula reminiscent of
the 35-year standoff in Korea. Mean-
while, as Bush looks the other way, the
Kuwaitis, who may be perfectly willing to
buy back their throne, could forge. a deal

"that would include forgiving Iraq’s mas-

sive debt, guaranteeing Baghdad access
to the Persian Gulf and yielding control
of a disputed oil field.

The President’s current pose could
be a smoke screen, ‘giving him' time to
marshal his forces for a deadly strike.

Privately, one senior administration of-
ficial predicts that if diplomacy has
borne no fruit in a month, Bush will re-
view his military options—which by
then will be greatly strengthened by the
arrival in Saudi Arabia of up to 1,000
top-of-the-line ‘M1 tanks and other

's
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heavy armor. It’s also possible that
Bush is publicly encouraging negotia-
tions, so that if war does come he can
claim that he tried peace first.

Even trying to make peace with Hus-
sein, however, will be neither easy nor
risk-free. First, the two sides remain far
apart. Hussein has declared Kuwait an
Iraqgi province, but it will be difficult for
Bush to accept anything short of the
United Nations resolution that demands
Iragi withdrawal from Kuwait, restora-
tion of the government, the release of all
hostages and stability for Saudi Arabia
and the rest of the Persian Gulf.

Second, it is far from clear that the
Iraqi leader is ready to bargain and is not
just playing for time in the hope that the
coalition against him will disintegrate.
“There’s no sign of give on his part,”

argues a senior U.S. official. “The dan-
ger of conflict was greatest that first
week, [but] this is a guy who is essentially
unpredictable.” In Baghdad, few people
in the streets expect their leader to back
down. One American official says that
the Iragi leader “wants to test for weak-
nesses,” seeing what he can get away
with and probing for diplomatic options.
The American strategy is to leave Hus-
sein with no options except withdrawal
from Kuwait. “If he’s faced with tough
choices,” the American official says of
Hussein, “he makes the choice that will
enable him to survive.”

But the Iraqis are notorious for mak-
ing deals when cornered, then breaking
them. In 1970, Baghdad granted Iraq’s
Kurdish minority the right to an autono-
mous region. Since then, Hussein has

LUC DELAHAYE — SIPA FOR USNEWR
—

receiving their orders to move out toward the Kuwaiti border

tried repeatedly to crush Kurdish nation-
alism. In 1975, Iraq signed an agreement
with Iran to share the Shatt al-Arab wa-
terway that divides the two countries;
five years later, Hussein invaded Iran.

Hussein’s track record of treachery
means that getting him out of Kuwait will
not guarantee “stability” in the Gulf.
Senator Richard Lugar, a respected In-
diana Republican, argues that since Hus-
sein is working to acquire nuclear weap-
ons and could have them within five
years, peace and stability can be assured
only by his demise. That view is strongly
held in Israel, where military analysts say
that if Hussein survives, Israeli war-
planes might be compelled to wipe out
his budding nuclear capability within 18
months —just as they bombed a nuclear
facility at Osirak in 1981. But if Bush is
not willing to use American power to
destroy Iraq’s military and economic in-
frastructure —and to risk the uncertain
consequences of crushing Hussein—
then he has only two options.

Internal ouster. First, he can hope Hus-
sein’s own people will overthrow him.
Although Bush carefully avoids saying so
publicly, senior administration officials
say his ultimate goal remains the elimina-
tion of Hussein. “It wouldn’t disappoint
me,” the President admits, “if the Iraqis
got up and said, ‘Look, this man is our
problem.”” U.S. and other intelligence
agencies have begun working with Iraqi
exiles and other opponents of Hussein,
but U.S. officials concede that the Iraqi
dictator seems secure for now.

Second, Bush can hope that interna-
tional pressure can contain Hussein’s
ambitions and weaken his military. In
order to succeed, the coalition now ar-
rayed against Iraq must remain cohe-
sive enough to maintain a foolproof
arms embargo on Baghdad, a ban on
the technology needed to build nuclear
weapons, restrictions on Iragi defense
spending and limits on Baghdad’s ac-
cess to international credit.

Bush’s willingness to try containment,
at least for a while, rests on a larger
assumption: That events in the Middle
East have accelerated the emergence of a
“new world order.” “There will be a fun-
damentally different situation in that
area,” maintains National Security Ad-
viser Brent Scowcroft, “in that collective
action will have been shown to work
against a case of aggression.” Adds for-
mer Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin: “How this crisis ends will decide
the rules of the game in the Middle East
and in the post-cold-war era.”

But Bush’s policy of restraint is a
product of necessity more than ideal-
ism. While the President commands
strong support for his deployment of
troops, his military options are severely
limited by underlying public doubts and
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by the administration’s difficulty -ex-
plaining both its real goals and the stra-
tegic stakes in the conflict. In a recent
Washington Post—-ABC poll, only 27 per-
cent supported an invasion of Iraq to
force an Iragi withdrawal.

Bush’s maneuvering room is further
restricted by his own allies, particularly
Arab countries such as Egypt and Syria
that have sent troops to Saudi Arabia.
If Western. Christians start shooting
Arab Moslems, leaders of those coun-
tries could be driven back into Hus-
sein’s embrace—or. overthrown entire-
ly—by popular outrage. “Understand
this,” says Jordanian political scientist

Kamel Abu Jaber, “Arab radicals want

war in the Guif.”

Too expensive? Bush’s ability to fight
also is circumscribed by his ability to
pay for a war. Historian Paul Kennedy
of Yale University, author of The Rise
and Fall of the Great Powers, warns that
the United States may be badly overex-
tending its .economic resources in the
Gulf and that any lengthy stay “will cer-
tainly worsen its fiscal position and

bunkport last week. A 'White House
doctor quickly removed the barb and
advised an immediate tetanus shot.
But the President soldiered on, trolling
for another hour in his speedboat be-

" fore agreeing to medical treatment. He

make it increasingly dependent on for-
-eign capital.” . :

-But if Bush has few easy choices, nei-
ther has Hussein. The noose is begin-
ning to tighten around Baghdad. The
Soviet Unior, Iraq’s old friend, has re-
mained on the sidelines. The sight of

-Arab troops in the desert alongside

American forces would have been un-
imaginable just a short time ago. The
willingness of Japan and other wealthy
countries to help finance containment is
a critical, if limited, breakthrough.
Clearly, the Persian Gulf is unique:
Few places are more vital to more coun-
tries. But Bush’s dream of a “new world
order” is not just a rhetorical flourish.-
The Soviet Union has made a basic deci-
sion to concentrate on its own economic
development, and now that it is more
interested in importing technology- than
exporting revolution, its role in the world
has changed profoundly. The U.S. no
longer has to worry that sending troops
abroad would either trigger a clash with
Moscow or leave the West vulnerable to
Soviet troublemaking somewhere else.
Indeed, the tightening web of interna-
tional economic relationships has made

Vision. Bush sees a “new world order”

the Gulf crisis.

“He has been unable to

St G T

most countries—including China, which
supported the U.N. resolution on'Iraqg—
more vulnerable to such pressures. “If
you want to participate ‘in the world
economy,” says Robert Hormats, an in-
ternational banker and former State De-
partment official, ¢‘you can’t support out-’
laws.” The same holds true for members
of the Organization of Petroleum Ex-

" porting Countries, who voted to increase

production in order to hold down prices.

"Moscow’s changing definition of its
own self-interest also has liberated the
United Nations from years of paralysis.
The Soviets now see the U.N. as a place
where they can exert international in-
fluence without the costs of unilateral
action. “It’s a cheaper way of maintain-
ing one’s interest on a world scale,” says
Charles William Maynes, editor of For-
eign Policy magazine.

On the other hand, the Persian Gulf
crisis has proved a problem for NATO,
which is barred from operating outside
its own boundaries. But Helmut Sonnen-
feldt, a former State Department official
now at the Brookings Institution, says
that the Atlantic Alliance has still man-

aged “to inch toward a broader role.” A

‘- s p .
coup as the economic Vise' tightens—
without the loss of American lives.

Bush, so often derided for his lack of
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U.S. Would .
Let Hussein
Keep Power:

@ Scenario: If [raqi
leader pulls out of Kuwait,
Bush won'’t insist on his
ouster, Administration
officials indicate.

By STANLEY MEISLER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

ASHINGTON—The Bush

Administration signaled
Sunday that it would be willing ta
settle for an Iragi pullout from»
Kuwait and not insist on the ouster-
of President Saddam Hussein or:
the destruction of his military~
power. ]

The position was outlined in’
separate television appearances by *
John H. Sununu, the White House*!
chief of staff, and Brent Scowcroft,
the President’s national security -
adviser. Both appeared in Helsinki
just after the summit. ;

Sununu’s comments came in re-=
sponse to a question on whether it
would be “a satisfactory outcome®
for the United States” for Hussein-
to retain his power, his army and:
his oil revenues after he withdrew
from Kuwait.

“Well, it is,” he replied on ABC's
“This Week with David Brinkley””
program, “in the sense that. . . we
will at least have returned, im
terms of the legitimacy in Kuwait,
to the previous condition.” '

eparately, Scowcroft told
NBC’s “Meet the Press”: “I'm
not sure that we need to solve all of
the problems relating to Iraq when
we solve the immediate one, which.
is the aggression against Kuwait.”
Their remarks appeared to be
designed to discourage hopes by:
some in Congress, expressed beforeZ
the Helsinki summit, that Wash- -
ington would press relentlessly for-
the ouster of Hussein and the:
destruction of his military forces.
Indeed, Sununu denied flatly omr
Sunday that the need to oust the:
Hussein regime had ever been.-
“explicitly stated as a goal.” :

But Sununu cautioned that-
Washington would be satisfied on--.
ly if Saudi Arabia, Syria and Egypt..
remained committed to resisting-
Iraqi aggression, with American
support—in other words, if Hus-*
sein emerged with far less power*
than he had before.

“It will certainly be a different
[Persian] Gulf area,” he said. .

Asked if it would be “an attrac-
tive scenario” if Hussein continued
to have access to a large supply of
poison gas, soldiers and equipment,
Sununu replied: “Well, it's not the
best of scenarios, but if . . . the
United States has been able to
leave assets in place, equipment
that can be used by our allies, and
the capacity to send our folks back
quickly to utilize that equipment, I
think we might have at least the
beginning of a way of dealing with:
all the points that you have raised
dver a reasonable period of time.”

+ Sununu also appeared to hint
that the United States might accept
ah alternative “legitimate” gov-
ernment in Kuwait to that of the

bah royal family, which ruled
the oil-rich country before Hus-

#in’s forces invaded on Aug. 2.

Some analysts believe Hussein
gci’ght be persuaded to withdraw

m Kuwait if it were made clear

at the emir of Kuwait and his

ly would not be restored to
gpwer. In recent days, the Admin-

ation has avoided talking about L

ring the emir. s

But Scowcroft listed restoration

the monarchy as an Administra-

n goal, as President Bush has

ne several times in the past.

§ “That is not negotiable,” Scow-

ft said. “We cannot let Saddam

in profit from his aggres-

. . . . We think that it is not

negotiable.”

. Rep. Lee Hamilton (D-Ind.),
chaq‘man of the House Foreign
Affairs subcommittee on the Mid-

e Bast, said he has been encour-

by the Bush Administration’s

gcent rhetoric.

The Washington Post

The New York Times

The Washington Times

The Wall Street Journal

The Christian Science Monitor
New York Daily News

USA Today

The Chicago Tribune

Date

““By all odds,” Hamilton told
NBC News, “the most important
thing that has happened here in the
last few days is that we have
turned back from the assumption
that war is inevitable, and we're
now beginning to think in terms of
resolving this crisis without going
to war. That’s not a sure thing, by
any means, but we're thinking that
way.”
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WHITE HOUSE NOTEBOOK

BUSH'S CABINET OF OLD FRIENDS . ..

arl Marx, if he hadn't died already,

would have succumbed in Helsinki.

Soviet President Mikhail S. Gorba-
chev, by President Bush’s side as they
concluded their buddy-buddy summit on
Sept. 9, told reporters, “It is very impor-
tant that at each meeting we move for-
ward, we enrich our relationship and
... trust.” For that brings together the
two superpowers, on which “history dic-
tates that a lot is going to depend,” the
leader of the world’s premier Communist
nation explained as he put friendship in
place of economics as the “substructure”
in what Marx described as the forces that
determine the course of history.

But Gorbachev may have merely been
borrowing a leaf from George Bush’s
book. “I would hate to be President with-
out friendships,” Bush told The New York
Times last spring, acknowledging the cru-
cial, almost medieval, role that friendship
has played in the life and presidency of a
man whose computerized Christmas card
list runs to nearly 10,000 names.

As President, he certainly has coped
with the world that way, with a flood of
handwritten notes and telephone calls to
foreign leaders and, for instance, inviting
Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mul-
roney and his wife and children to the
Bush home in Kennebunkport, Maine,
for overnight stays. The payoff became
evident in recent weeks, as Bush crafted
an international confederation to resist
Iraq’s Persian Gulf ambitions.

This confrontation also has stress-
tested—so far, with flying colors—the
President’s similar manner of managing
his Administration. In the most perplex-
ing predicament of his presidency, Bush
has relied heavily on his Cabinet of
friends. He dispatched Secretary of State
James A. Baker III and Treasury Secre-
tary Nicholas F. Brady to wheedle funds
from U.S. allies to finance the result of
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney’s delicate
diplomatic mission to Saudi Arabia. And
he quietly suspended the ban on oilman-
turned-Commerce Secretary Robert A.
Mosbacher’s offering his counsel on oil
policy.

These men go back a long way. Bush is
considered best friends with Baker—they
were doubles champions on Houston
Country Club’s tennis courts. Houston
oilman Mosbacher, Bush’s venerable fund
raiser, is “a very strong second,” said a
longtime aide who is close to all three.
Bush is also considered very close to

Brady, who attended Yale University with
Bush’s brother Jonathan and became
friends with George when they served
from 1976-78 as directors of Purolator
Courier Corp., which Brady’s family
partly owns, and then advised in three
Bush campaigns. The aide also counts
Cheney among Bush’s top 50 friends.
Cheney came to Washington as an aide to
Rep. William A. Steiger, R-Wis. (a Bush
intimate until his death) and worked with
Bush in the Ford Administration. Bush
confers continually with his Cabinet cro-
nies, typically daily with Baker, a few
times weekly with Brady and Cheney and
perhaps once a week—or twice, counting
social contact—with Mosbacher, with his
thinner policy portfolio.

Bush’s Cabinet friends are also friends
with each other. Baker and Mosbacher,
Houstonians who drew close when their
first wives died of cancer at about the
same time, are thought able to communi-
cate wordlessly across a room. Baker hit it
off with Cheney in 1976, when Baker was
President Ford’s campaign manager and
Cheney was Ford’s White House chief of
staff. They camped together in the wilds
of Wyoming in 1987, and Baker was be-
lieved instrumental in Bush’s choice of
Cheney last year to run the Pentagon.
Mosbacher, who was chairman of Ford’s
1976 campaign, now lunches periodically
in his office with Cheney. Baker and

Brady met in 1978 amid Bush'’s first presi-
dential campaign and occasionally golf to-
gether now that they’ve given up tennis
(because of shoulder and hip infirmities,
respectively). Mutual interests extend to
the financial: Bush, Baker and Mosbacher
have invested in a Houston-based tank-
and-barge business, Common Cause Mag-
azine reported last spring.

In the Bush Administration, these per-
sonal relationships have altered bureau-
cratic dynamics in tangible ways. Bureau-
cratic turf fights often “don’t escalate
when you know the guys at the top get
along,” an official said. In fashioning for-
eign policy, the “habit and pattern of
working together” evident among Baker,
Cheney and national security adviser
Brent Scowcroft (who filled the same post
for Ford) has proved “invaluable” in fos-
tering concord among protagonists whose
institutional interests ordinarily decree
that they won'’t get along, a former Penta-
gon official said. “It’s kind of like . . . guys
who've played together in sports,” he
said, “who know one another’s views and
minds and probably arrive at consensus
quickly.”

Certainly it helps that they’re all prag-
matists, not ideologues, and that they hew
to what a White House official describes
as “a certain standard of politeness” that
flows partly from upper-class manners.
But the harmony these fierce competitors
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... LENDS A HAND AT HOME AND A

have shown in public and—White House
aides say—in private arises also from
friendship. “It enters into everything,” a
well-placed White House aide said—
averting second-guessing and allowing
problems to be resolved through “a lot of
quick phone calls.” Bush’s advisers en-
gage in about as many policy disputes as
did - those in previous Administrations
but, with the trust that comes from long
friendship, needn’t examine each other’s
motives and “don’t ever get . . . personal,”
said David Q. Bates Jr., former secretary
to Bush’s Cabinet.

Friendship also redistributes power in
Administration councils. Mosbacher’s
friendship with Bush has given the Com-
merce Department more respect than it
traditionally gets in interagency disputes.
His relationship with Baker has brought
Commerce benefits it “had sought for
years, such as having a commercial atta-
ché in the U.S. mission to the European
Community in Brussels and a State De-
partment instruction to ambassadors to
keep U.S. companies’ interests in mind.

In Bush’s style of governing, friendship
also warrants unexpected assignments
and—in case of blunders—a second
chance. Mosbacher’s stature within the
Administration has tumbled since last
year, when White House officials quashed
his hopes to encourage federal research on
high-definition television and an activist

Lo "' R

“industrial policy” and Commerce offi-
cials “went into shells”—as a Bush ad-
viser put it—rather than regroup and
fight again; Mosbacher is coming to be
considered a lightweight even by some in-
side the White House~ .

But his standing hasn’t slipped with
Bush, judging by the waiver Mosbacher
received—at White House initiative—of
his recusal from conferring on oil-related
policy that he filed on becoming Secretary
and renewed last June. The waiver,
granted when the Gulif crisis erupted and
to last until it ends, was a “direct effect”
of Mosbacher’s friendship with Bush, a
Commerce official said, and of Bush’s re-
gard for Mosbacher’s understanding of
the oil business. As a result, Mosbacher
has counseled Bush and Scowcroft on
such things as raising oil output and sub-
stituting natural gas, and was able to lead

15 American executives, including 6 from

the oil industry, to the Soviet Union from
Sept. 10-14. A benefit of friendship, an

- Administration official said, is that “after

you lose one, you get a chance to come
back.”

This has benefited Brady, too. His po-
litically damaging plan early on to impose
a fee on depositors at savings and loans
didn’t seem to diminish his clout with
Bush. He has remained “No. | in all
things economic,” a White House aide
said, and has been credited with helpin

BURT SOLOMON
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to persuade Bush to abandon his no-new-
taxes pledge and then to shape Adminis-
tration strategy—more over-all than day-
to-day—in its budget bargaining with
Congress.

Still, some White House officials were -
startled. when Bush invited Brady to
Keénnebunkport to counsel on—among
other things—energy policy and the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve, then to circle
the globe (to London, Paris, Seoul and
Tokyo) in league with Baker to win finan-
cial support for Bush’s military venture in
the Gulf. It’s not nonsensical to send a
Treasury Secretary in search of financing,
but a White House official suspects there
was another reason. “A President who
cherishes his friendships and tries to culti-
vate them,” he said, would consider it “a
mark of respect” to dispatch a friend as
emissary to foreign leaders he has
courted—"kind of a friend meeting a
friend.”

The Gulf crisis also has burnished Che-
ney’s reputation. White House officials
won't admit it for fear of suggesting his
standing had suffered, but Cheney
“comes out of this thing very much
strengthened,” a Bush friend said, by hav-
ing coaxed the Saudis last month to invite
American troops in.

Indeed, among Bush’s Cabinet confi-
dants, only Baker has seen his reputation
wobble in the wake of events. His public
invisibility while he vacationed in Wyo-
ming last month prompted a defensive re-
action from spokeswoman Margaret D.
Tutwiler (““He’s not in a contest over visi-
bility,” she told reporters) that bemused
Washingtonians who know Baker and his
attentiveness to image. On his return to
Washington, Baker swiftly set matters
right, garnering headlines in congres-
sional appearances on Sept. 4-5 and then
raising about $12 billion in burden-shar-
ing funds from Arab countries he toured
with about 20 reporters—four times Bra-

. dy’s journalistic entourage.

But in Bush’s world, these ups and
downs don’t seem to matter much. They
“only count with people who don’t
count,” an Administration official said.
Because Bush is “a personal relationship
kind of guy,” members of his inner circle
“don’t play [that] game,” he said. Aides
who aren’t old friends—budget chief
Richard G. Darman, say—may see their
favor fluctuate, he supposed, but Baker,
Brady, Cheney and Mosbacher are “al-
ways in.” ]
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FACE THE NATION WITH LESLEY STAHL - September 16, 1990 1

LESLIE STAHL: Welcome to "Face the Nation." I'm Leslie Stahl. The talk about war
escalated overnight with reports that the U.S. is building up its offensive capabilities in the Saudi
desert, and there’s movement towards additional sanctions against Iraq.

Reacting to Baghdad’s moves on the French and other Western embassy compounds in Kuwait,
the U.N. Security Council met overnight and once again unanimously condemned Iraq.

FRENCH DELEGATE TO U.N.: We believe that this is a new act of aggression on the part
of Iraq of intolerable character.

MS. STAHL: The Security Council will consider further measures--an air blockade of Iraq, as
well as penalties for any country that violates the economic sanctions. As for the U.S., President Bush
wants to make sure that Iraq’s provocations are deliberate before he responds. He doesn’t want to start
a war over a misunderstanding or an action taken by a local commander.

PRESIDENT BUSH: No, I'm not rattling sabres. You're trying to get me to sound like I'm
rattling sabres. ‘When I rattle a sabre, the man will know it.

MS. STAHL: Saddam’s latest moves have backfired. Now the French are sending 4,000 more
soldiers to the Gulf, and expelling Iraqi military attaches and other citizens from Paris. A conclave
of pro-Iraqi Arabs met in Jordan yesterday as concern grew that Iran, despite its long and bloody war
with Iraq, may be planning to break the embargo, including sending in food.

Ayatollah Khamenei’s call for a holy war against the U.S. deployment sent chills through the
West. There’s increasing worry about the more than 145,000 U.S. troops in the desert.

COLONEL JOHN PETTYJOHN: I believe the highest threat right now is from terrorism.

MS. STAHL: Meanwhile, Japan and Germany pledged more support for the U.S. military
effort, but their limp response up to now has infuriated many in Congress.

REP. LARRY SMITH (D.-N.J.): To the Japanese, to the Germans and others--you can take your
money and stick it. There are 100,000 American troops there. Where are you?

MS. STAHL: What will draw a U.S. military response? We’ll ask national security adviser
Brent Scowcroft, and we’ll talk with the French ambassador to Washington, Jacques Andreani, and
Professor Shaol Bakhash, an expert on Iran.

PRESIDENT BUSH: Saddam Hussein will fail.

MS. STAHL: The coalition against Saddam Hussein--will it hold? An issue facing the nation.

ANNOUNCER: From CBS News, Washington--"Face the Nation," with Leslie Stahl.

(Announcements)

MS. STAHL With us, the ambassador of France, Jacques Andreani. Mr. Ambassador, you
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have said that when the Iraqis broke into the ambassador’s residence compound in Kuwait, it was an
act of war. Your president, Mr. Mitterrand, has ordered a regiment of the French Foreign Legion to
stand by. It is possible you're going to take military reprisals against Iraq?

AMBASSADOR ANDREANTI: It was more than that. The president decided not to stand by,
but to send-to send to the area, not a regiment, a brigade--a whole brigade of the French rapid
deployment force, which is 4,000 people, several dozen aircraft, helicopters and war planes. So they
are leaving right now--France for the Gulf area.

MS. STAHL: Well, is it possible you will attack--you will fight back in that fashion?

AMBASSADOR ANDREANTI: No, this is not the idea. I mean, we are there to be ready for
any contingency. The experience of yesterday shows that Iraqgis won’t stop at anything, and they have
crossed several lines--I mean, in the process of violation. First it was the violation of Kuwait. There
was a violation of taking the hostages. There was the violation of blocking the embassies in Kuwait,
and now there’s the violation of intruding into the premises of the embassies. So we have to be ready
for further aggressions.

MS. STAHL: But what are you saying about your striking back? If this was an act of war, are
you going to then attack back, or what is the position of military action at this point?

AMBASSADOR ANDREANI: At this point, the position is that we should rely on the line we
have followed from the beginning--U.N. sanctions, U.N. embargo. They have to work. We have to
make them work more efficiently. They are already quite efficient, but if--we can hope that these
sanctions will push, will force Iraq to retreat, we have to make them more stringent. And we have also
at the same time to enhance our military forces to give signals of firmness to Iraq, and to be ready for
any contingency. '

MS. STAHL: You know, when you stop to think about it, it doesn’t make any sense that he
would antagonize your country and the other Western European countries to this extent. You would
think his strategy would be to keep you away from the United States and isolated and not in militarily.
Why do you think he moved in this fashion? What’s in his head?

AMBASSADOR ANDREANT: Idon’t know. Idon’t know. But you could say the same thing
about blockading the embassy in Kuwait. He had no need to do that, I mean, and he did.

MS. STAHL: Was it a mistake?
AMBASSADOR ANDREANI: Well, of course it was a mistake.

MS. STAHL: No, I mean, was it a local commander, as has been suggested by a White House
official?

AMBASSADOR ANDREANTI: No, certainly not. I am sure not. But, for example, the decision
to take the hostages was not a mistake by a local authority. The decision to blockade the whole of the
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embassies in Kuwait was not a mistake by a local commander. And yesterday not only the French
ambassador’s residence, but three other ambassadorial residences, and maybe five--maybe four--
according to my information, were invaded. So it is not a local mistake.

MS. STAHL: What do you think the other European countries are going to do. Isee that there
is a meeting of the European Community coming up in Belgium. Do you think that now other
countries will send troops, or will it just remain, in terms of the West, mainly France and the United
States?

AMBASSADOR ANDREANI: Well, I think we will discuss with the partners of the European
Community--meet tomorrow in Brussels--and the partners of the Western European Union, which
already coordinates the naval activity of the European nations in the Gulf. We will discuss all sides
of the matter--diplomatic and political and possibly military. We will discuss everything that can be
done to--

MS. STAHL: Let me ask you a final question. What is the signal you want Saddam Hussein
to get today? Is it that you might attack him? Or is it that you’re not going to attack him, you’re just
going to wait and see if the sanctions hold? What signal do you want him to hear most?

AMBASSADOR ANDREANTI: The signal of firmness and resolution--and we see a man who
does not understand, as our president said yesterday in his press conference--Saddam Hussein does not
evaluate. There is a bellicose attitude, with no evaluation of the risks. So we have to make him think
hard about the risks he is taking for his nation, against which we have nothing.

MS. STAHL: Okay. Mr. Ambassador, thank you very much for being our guest. We’ll be right
back with national security adviser, Brent Scowecroft.

PRESIDENT BUSH: Iraq will not be permitted to annex Kuwait. And that’s not a threat, it's
not a boast--it’s just the way it’s going to be.

(Announcement)

MS. STAHL: Joining us now, Brent Scowcroft, President Bush’s national security adviser.

General Scowcroft, there are big stories on the front pages of newspapers today that we are
building up an offensive capability in Saudi Arabia. One report in The Washington Post, quoting the
chief of staff of the Air Force, says we’re actually targeting Saddam Hussein himself--possibly his
family, and even his mistress. Now, is this right? Are we going on the offense? Are we planning an
offensive attack on Iraq?

MR. SCOWCROFT: The build-up is still going on. It’s going on for the purposes the president
has described.

MS. STAHL: But he said defense.

MR. SCOWCROFT: I would just point out that General Dugan is not in the chain of command,
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and he does not speak for the administration.

MS. STAHL: That’s the Air Force chief of staff--

MR. SCOWCROFT: The Air Force chief of staff whose article you talked about.

MS. STAHL: --who talked about targeting.

MR. SCOWCROFT: Yes.

MS. STAHL: So are you saying we have not targeted his family and--

MR. SCOWCROFT: We have contingency planning going on for anything that might happen.
That’s only prudent. The president has described our strategy, which is to defend Saudi Arabia, to
impose economic sanctions, and to force Saddam Hussein to withdraw from Kuwait.

MS. STAHL: But when you see more than one story appearing in several different publications,
it seems that there is some kind of a concerted effort here to get out the point that we’re moving into

a positioq where we could attack. Is the story that we are building an offensive capability accurate?

MR. SCOWCROFT: We'’re building adequate capability to deal with the situation out there.
After all, Iraq has an armed force of over 900,000 men. That is a big and a capable military force.

MS. STAHL: We want him to know we could attack, obviously.
MR. SCOWCROFT: We want him to know we are serious.

MS. STAHL: Okay. Iwould like to ask you the same question I asked the French ambassador.

. It doesn’t make any sense that he broke into these embassies, because it was obvious that it would

push the French, and possibly these other countries, to also send troops. What does our government
think he was up to?

MR. SCOWCROFT: Well, you know, all we can do is speculate. Certainly, his logic train is
not what yours is, which is not to provoke further reaction from the civilized world against him. That
obviously is not his purpose. It doesn’t seem to me to serve any useful purpose to do this, but once
again he has demonstrated the solidarity of the world through the action of the U.N. against what he’s
doing.

MS. STAHL: Have we gotten any kind of diplomatic back channel messages from him saying,
you know, we didn’t mean it, or it was a mistake by a local commander? I had a White House official
remind me that one of our local commanders in Panama went into the residence of the Nicaraguan
diplomats there, and that it was a mistake. And by bringing that up to me, it suggests that maybe

. that’s our analysis of what happened.

MR. SCOWCROFT: No, we’ve had no such communication, and this was not just one incident.
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There were two or three others at the same general time period.

MS. STAHL: Well, here you have a situation where he’s taken hostages. He’s put our people
in as human shields. He’s broken into these embassy compounds. And in each case, we don’t seem
to respond in kind. How concerned are you that we’re going to be in this kind of situation, where there
are these provocations and we react relatively mildly and we get into this bogged down situation, as
we did with our hostages in Lebanon? What’s your response?

MR. SCOWCROFT: We have long memories. We will act according to our interests and the
interests of the United Nations, which has set forth a program. And the last element of the resolution
they passed is that they will consider further concrete measures to deal with the situation.

MS. STAHL: Tran--what is our analysis of whether they are breaking the embargo, whether
they have made a secret deal to send in food--to buy Iraqi oil and send in food? Do we believe these
rumors, which I guess they are, are true?

MR. SCOWCROFT: Well, there’s no concrete evidence that they are not subscribing to the

" economic sanctions. They have said that they would, and we see no reason not to expect them to.

MS. STAHL: So there’s no evidence that we have that Iran is sending food, is going to accept
oil?

MR. SCOWCROFT: There are a lot of stories going around, a lot of indications one way or

another. We don’t have any significant evidence that they’re doing that.

MS. STAHL: What’s happening at the U.N. today, I gather, is that there will be consideration
of a resolution that says we will punish any country that violates the embargo. .

MR. SCOWCROFT: Yes.

MS. STAHL: We’ll impose sanctions. I mean, do we really want to impose sanctions on Iran,
if, for instance, they take their oil and somehow get some food across? Is that in our interests?

MR. SCOWCROFT: That could be--Iran could make a significant bréach of the blockade, which

" could not only violate the mandate of the United Nations, but have this thing go on longer and longer

and longer, which is not in our interests, not in anybody’s interests, including Iran, which, I'm sure,
doesn’t want American forces to stay there. And we don’t want them to stay there.

MS. STAHL: But is it in our interests, if they do take their oil, to impose sanctions against
Iran? Isn’t our policy to try and improve that relationship, our relationship?

MR. SCOWCROFT: Well, I don’t want to speculate on how we respond if Iran did something
that it hasn’t done.

MS. STAHL: But we support that U.N. resolution, right?
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MR. SCOWCROFT: We support the U.N. resolution, and it's obvious we’re doing everything

. we can to make it effective and we’ll continue to do so.

MS. STAHL: No, but I'm trying to ask--to see if you'll tell the American people what our
attitude toward Iran is right now, and if we’re willing to say, if you go in with Iraq, forget all the
moves toward improving relations.

MR. SCOWCROFT: I think our attitude toward Iran is that they have indicated that they
would support the United Nations action and we would expect that they would do so. If that
expectation is not realized, then we’ll consider what’s next.

MS. STAHL: Okay, you don’t want to send them any--
MR. SCOWCROFT: No, I don’t know that a signal is necessary right now.

MS. STAHL: Okay. Let me ask you about the policy of burden-sharing, now that Japan is
saying they’ll send more than they said before the congressmen started to attack them, and the same
has happened with West Germany.

Don’t we run the risk of becoming mercenaries? Aren’t we becoming guns for hire, and is this
a concern? '

MR. SCOWCROFT: No, I don’t think it’s that at all. What we have here is the international
community rising up against an outrageous case of aggression, and members of that community from
all around the world are contributing in the way that they can best contnbute--some with troops, some
with money, some with equipment, and so on.

And I think it’s a very heart-warming example of united action against aggression.

MS. STAHL: But there is this element of them paying us to do what they’re not doing

- themselves, which is sending their boys in, and women, to face someone else’s guns, to defend this

principle. And there is this sort of notion that they pay us--and that’s mercenary work.

MR. SCOWCROFT: No, I really don’t think that it ought to be looked at at all in that way.
We are doing what we’re doing in our own national interests, and in the interest of the world
community, and I think they are, too Both the Germans and the Japanese have particular political
inhibitions about doing more.

MS. STAHL: Do you we ‘g'ive up some control when they help pay for it? Do we then have to
get permission if they are-- . '

MR. SCOWCROFT: We’re acting in accordance with the United Nations in any case. No--no
significant difference.

MS. STAHL: One of the things we’re asking these countries to do is give aid to the so-called
front-line states--Egypt, Turkey, and Jordan. Yesterday Jordan hosted a conclave of all the pro-Iraq
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Arab states. There was a lot of anti-American rhetoric, and so forth. We know some of those trucks
with food are going across the Jordanian border.

Why are we working so hard to get money for them if they are hosting these kinds of anti-
American conclaves, and so forth?

MR. SCOWCROFT: Ithink, you know, that there’s genuine hardship in Jordan brought about
by the sanctions. Actually, the sanctions through Jordan aren’t quite effective. They are doing better
than they were doing for awhile. It is a significant problem. There’s no question about it.

MS. STAHL: And what about that meeting yesterday?

MR. SCOWCROFT: I think one of the interesting things about that meeting and all of the
publicity it got--ending about two days ago, there was a meeting in Mecca of over 300 Muslim scholars
and clerics, which denounced Saddam Hussein and his action as being anti-Islam. It got almost no
reports. We don’t like that conference, of course.

MS. STAHL: The one in Jordan.

MR. SCOWCROFT: The one in Jordan.

MS. STAHL: But we're still going to ask people to give them money?

MR. SCOWCROFT: With the terrorists there.

MS. STAHL: Let me ask you one final question on China, China has been with us on this in
the United Nations Security Council sanctions. Because of that, will we then move to lift the sanctions

against China, even though they haven’t repaired all of their human rights violations?

MR. SCOWCROFT: 1 think China is doing what it’s doing, as we are, in its own national

interests and in the interests of the world community. It is not in the Chinese interests to sanction

larger countries swallowing up their neighbors, any more than it is any of the others?

MS. STAHL: Yes, but my question related to the sanctions against China for their move in
Tiananmen Square. Does this mean that the United States will vote, if it comes to that, to lift the
sanctions? Would we go along with that, or do we still think they haven’t done enough to repair the
violations of that period?

MR. SCOWCROFT: I don't think the two are directly connected, but certainly responsible
Chinese behavior is what we’ve been asking for.

MS. STAHL: And this qualifies?
MR. SCOWCROFT: In part.

MS. STAHL: Okay, General Scoweroft, thank you very much.
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MR. SCOWCROFT: Thank you, Leslie.
MS. STAHL: We’ll talk more about Iran when we come back.
(Announcements)

MS. STAHL: There are indications that Iran, despite its long bloody war with Iraq, may be
planning to break the embargo in a big way. We spoke earlier with Professor Shaol Bakhash, of
George Mason University, an Iranian, and an expert on that country, and asked what’s Iran up to?

PROFESSOR BAKHASH: 1 think the reports that Iran is about to cooperate with Iraq are
grossly exaggerated. It is implausible that the Iranians would want to do anything to help Saddam
Hussein consolidate his hold on Kuwait, or to assist the Iraqis--a dangerous rival, a potential enemy--to
become a regional superpower.

MS. STAHL: And yet we hear reports from oil company executives that they’ve made a deal--
Iran has made a deal with Iraq--to exchange oil, refined oil, for food. That helps, doesn’t it?

PROFESSOR BAKHASH: Certainly if the deal went through, it would help Saddam Hussein
a great deal. Two hundred thousand barrels a day are nothing to be sniffed at. But I think if the
Iranians are dangling before Saddam Hussein the possibility that they would assist him with food and
such things, it is probably because they want to finalize a peace agreement with Iraq on terms,
especially on border front dehneatlon that Iran wants.

MS. STAHL: Well, who do the Iranians dislike more--is it the United States, the great Satan,
or it is Saddam Hussein, their long time enemy?

PROFESSOR BAKHASH: There’s very strong hostility against the United States in Iran. But
to allow Saddam Hussein to successfully annex Kuwait would be a very dangerous and threatening
thing to the Iranians.

MS. STAHL: Yes, but if they have the choice there, as they apparently see it, of our military
presence--which they obviously loathe--or a strong Saddam, is that a Hobson’s choice for them, or do
they accept our presence?

PROFESSOR BAKHASH: Well, first of all, 200,000 barrels of oil a day is $2 billion worth of
oil a year. That is more than just assistance. That’s throwing Saddam Hussein a life line and pulling
him out. There are also reasons why the Iranians are very unhappy about the American presence in
the Gulf. It is certainly part of revolutionary ideology that Iran is hostile to the U.S.

Secondly, I think they’ve been genuinely concerned that this military presence would become
permanent, and talk by Secretary Baker about a NATO type arrangement for the Persian Gulf
certainly have not helped diminish these fears.

MS. STAHL: Well, what about the Ayatollah Khamenei calling for a holy war against us? Are
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our troops now in the desert vulnerable?

PROFESSOR BAKHASH: He didn’t actually call for a holy war. But he used some very
inflated rhetoric. I think the reasons are the ones I've described--a fear that the U.S. will stay in the
Gulf permanently, that they will lead any future regional security arrangements, and that Iran will
be excluded in a major way from these arrangements.

A call for a holy war has very specific conditions and ways in which 1t must be issued by a
religious leader, and I don’t think these conditions were fulfilled.

MS. STAHL: Well, do you think then that the Iranian people will not respond when an
ayatollah calls for them to go fight the American troop presence there?

PROFESSOR BAKHASH: He did seem to be encouraging people to fight the Americans who
are now in Saudi Arabia. And in this sense he was engaging, as I say, in inflationary rhetoric. But
I think, at the same time, this anti-American stance does not mean that the Iranians are going to go
ahead and assist Saddam Hussein to stay in Kuwait.

MS. STAHL: Professor Shaol Bakhash.

Our cartoon is by Walt Handelsman: Germany and Japan display the latest in Middle East
camouflage gear.

I'm Leslie Stahl. Join us again next Sunday.

ANNOUNCER: This portion of "Face the Nation with Lesley Stahl" was sponsored by Merrill
Lynch--we’re on the threshold of a new decade of opportunity, we’re bullish on the nineties. To
purchase a videocassette of today’s edition of "Face the Nation with Lesley Stahl," call 1-800-542-5621.

This broadcast was produced by CBS News, which is solely responsible for the selection of
today’s guests and topics. It originated in Washington, D.C.
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OVER BAGHDAD TV

Speech Is Run Unédited
— U.N. Condemning
Embassy Invasion

By ANDREW ROSENTHAL
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16 — President
Bush warned the Iraqi people today
that their leaders had now brought
them to ‘‘the brink of war' with the
West and the Arab world.

In a videotaped address broadcast on
Iraq's national television, Mr. Bush
added a new dimension to a conflict
that already has been played out to a
great extent on television. The Presi-
dent’s eight-minute speech was uncut,
and his words, as read in Arabic over
his own voice by a Voice of America in-
terpreter, apparently reflected the se-
verity of his message in English.

Mr. Bush avoided making personal
attacks on President Saddam Hussein
in the message, which was taped last
week in the Oval Office.

Warnings of U.S. Resolve

But his words, his first direct mes.
sage to the Iraqi people, were full of
warnings about American resolve. Nor
Zid Mr. Bush appear to pull any
punches as he told the Iraqis that Mr.
Hussein had lied about the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait.

There was no way to know how many
Iraqis watched Mr. Bush on television.
Reuters reported from Baghdad that
the speech was not announced in ad<
vance and was shown at the same time
4s a program of cartoons on another
channel.

An Iraqi spokesman, appearing oa
Baghdad television immediately after
Mr. Bush, disputed his statements and
said he was a liar.

U.N. Condemns Intrusions

Early this morning, the United Na-
tions Security Council voted unani-
mously to condemn Iraq’s intrusion
Into several Western embassies in Ku-
wait on Friday. Members of the Coun-
cil began working on a way to
strengthen its embargo against trade
with [raq to include air traffic. [Article
and text of resolution, page All)

Mr. Bush said Iraq stood “isolated
and alone,"” without any Arab support,
and added sternly: “Perhaps your
leaders do not appreciate the strength
of the forces united against them. Let
me say clearly, there is no way [raq
can win. Ultimately, Iraq must with-
draw from Kuwait." |Tres ~-ca Alo!

Mr. Bush said the uiuey Jlaces s
wanted a peaceful resolution to the
Persian Guif crisis. But he warned that
there “is no nation on earth with
greater resolve,” cautioned that Amer-
iCans were prepared (n fight if forced
{0 50, and vowed that the presence of
foreign hostages in Iraq and Kuwant
would “not affect my ability to make
tough decisions."" .

Mr. Bush also said Mr. Hussein was

.

trying to depict the crisis as a struggle
between Iraq and the United States.
“In fact,” he said, ‘it is Iraq against
the world.”

The President said he did not want to
‘‘trade accusations’” with Mr. Hussein,
and he has tried for weeks not to get
into a public debate with the Iraqi lead-
er. But his speech had the effect of
doing just that.

He also reminded his audience that |

the two countries were not always ene-
mies, sayng the United States had not
opposed Iraq until the invasion of Ku-
wait.

“In the past,” he said, ‘‘the United
States has helped Iraq import billions
of dollars worth of food and other com-
modities. And the war with Iran would
not have ended two years ago without
U.S. support and sponsorship in the
United Nations."”

Immediately after Mr. Bush's re-
marks, Iraqi television broadcast a re-
buttal from an official spokesman,
Mikdad Morad, who called the Amer.
ican President a liar, accused him of
seeking to ‘defile the Moslem holy
places” by sending American troops to
Saudi Arabia and said Washington was
working in concert with Israe against
the Aral le. . . .

Res, ing to his speech almost
point by point, and using far harsher
language than the President used, Mr.
Morad said Mr. Bush ‘‘went crazy”
when Iraqi forces entered Kuwait on
Aug. 1. He accused Mr. Bush of trying
to become ‘“‘the dictator of the whole
world."”

"It is naive of Bush to think that he
can, through his words, differentiate
between the people of [raq and its
President, for Saddam Hussein is the
son of this Iraqi people,” the spokes-
man said.

Mr. Morad usually reads television
Statements from President Hussein,
but this 25-minute statement,
an official commentary, was not read
in Mr. Hussein's name, as some past
messages have been.

Few Coaversions Expected

Administration officials have said
that Mr. Bush did not expect his words

(0 convert the Iraqi masses to his

cnuu.butmlthesawthechmeewlp-
pear on Iraq’'s national television as a
way of delivering a personal message
unfiltered by the Government.

Mr. Bush first raised the idea during
a news conference in Kennebunkport,
Me., when he noted that Mr. Hussein
had often been on American television.
The Iragqis at first offered to send a TV
crew to the White House to interview
the President, and he responded by
sending the videotape.

The White House said the Iraqi Gov-
ernment broadcast the tape, which in-
rtluded the voice-over transiation and
subtitles provided by the American
Government, m its entirety.

But the broadcast still seemed to
threaten 10 embroil Mr. Bush in the
kind of personal debate with Mr. Hus-
sein that he had been avoiding. Two
weeks ago, Mr. Bur%. ~narily dismissed
an Iraqi proposa: «vi « ucvaie vetween
Mr. Bush, Mr. Hussein and Prime
‘Minister Mzrgaret Thatcher of Britain,

Talk of Offensive 5.rine

Domestically, the Administration
sought to play down reports about
American preparations for an offen-
sive strike. Generals in the field have
said that United States forces in Saudi
Arabia were now sufficient to defend
against an Iraqi attack and that forces

Ehe ;\;ew York Eimes
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that might be used offensively we. .
being built up.

The Washington Post today quoted
the Air Force Chief of Staff, Gen.
Michel J. Dugan, as saying the Penta-
gon had concluded that a huge air at-
tack would be the oni practical option
for the United States if war broke out.

But Brent Scowcroft, the President’s
national security adviser, said in an ap-
pearance on the CBS News program
“Face the Nation” that “General
Dugan is not in the chain of command, '
and he does not speak for the Adminis-
tration.”

White House and State Department
officials declined to speculate about
Mr. Hussein’s motivations for permit-
ting the broadcast today. Judith Kip-
per, a Middle East specialist with the
Brookings Institution, said Mr. Hussein
clearly stood to benefit.

‘‘From the point of view of the Presi-
dent of the United States, | think this
was an unfortunate bit of public diplo-
macy,” Ms. Kipper said.

‘‘For Saddam Hussein, the more he
can draw George Bush into being en-
gaged with him, the more prestige he
would have from his point of view that
(he could sell to his people,” she said. -
(‘Bush’s message is r}ot igoing to
change anybody’s mind. It on y serves |
the purposes, not of George Bush, but '
of Saddam Hussein."”

Arab League Actioa Cited

In the tape, Mr. Bush sought to bring,
to bear the weight of the world’s na-
tions, especially Arab nations. “‘For the
first time in history,” he said, “13
states of the Arab League, represent-
1 ing 80 percent of the Arab nation, have
| condemned a brother Arab state.”

Mr. Bush called the invasion of Ku-
wait “‘an unprovoked attack on a small
nation that posed no threat to your
own,” adding, ‘‘Kuwait was the victim;
Iraq, the aggressor.”

He also sought to draw a distinctior
between the Iraqi people and their Gov
ermnment. ‘I do not believe that you, the
peopie of Iraq, want war,” he said.
"You'vg borne untold suffering and
hardship during eight long years of
war with Iran.”

**Now, once again, Iraq finds itself on
the brink of war,"” he continued. ‘‘Once
again, the same Iraqi leadership has
miscaiculated. Once again, the Iraq:
People face tragedy.”

Mr. Bush said Mr. Hussein had as-
serted that his troops were invited int

fact, in the face of far superior force,
the people of Kuwait are bravely re-
sisting this occupation. "
Mr. Morad, the Iraqi spokesman,
this part of Mr. Bush's speech a
lie. He asserted that popular Arab sen-
timent supported Mr. Hussein and that
the United States was representing the
interests of European "imperialists'"
and the ““Zionist entity,"” Israel. ‘[t is
the dispute between the rich powers
and the poor, persecuted powers,” he

said.

Toward the end of the tape, Mr Bush
reached into his pocket and removed a
piece of paper. Reading wha: he sag
Was a quote from a speech by Mr dus-
seinon Nev. 27, 1988, he said. 'An Arah
cuuniry aoes not have the right to oc-
Cupy another Arab country. God forbud, '
if Iraq should deviate from the right |
path, we would want Arabs 10 send,
their armies to put things right.”

Mr. Hussein's spokesman did not
mention this passage. Instead. he re-
peated Iraq’'s contention that Kuwait
was properly an Iraqi province

e /e
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On Iraq TV,
Bush Cites
Risk of War

Saddam’s Missteps
Said to Pit Country
‘Against the World’

By George Lardner Jr.
and Ann Devroy
Washmgton Post Staff Wniters

President Bush warned the Iraqi
people yesterday in a taped televi-
sion broadcast that they are “on the
brink of war” because of miscalcu-
lations by President Saddam Hus-
sein that have pitted their country
“against the worid.”

In an eight-minute speech that
many administration officials had
believed would not be broadcast on
Iraqi television, Bush said it was not
too late for a peaceful resolution of
the crisis triggered by Iraq’s inva-
sion of Kuwait last month, but he
emphasized a growing determina-
tion to force Iraq from Kuwait.

“Perhaps your leaders do not ap-
preciate the strength of the forces
united against them,” Bush said.
“Let me say clearly, there is no way
Iraq can win. Ultimately, Iraq must
withdraw from Kuwait.”

In a reply broadcast immediately
afterwards, an Iraqi spokesman
charged that Bush’'s statement was
full of lies and insisted that the dis-
pute was one between rich and
poor, “between Zionism oa the one
hand and the deprived, persecuted
people on the other.” "

Bush’s speech, taped Wednesday
in the Oval Office, was delivered to
Baghdad by courier after the Iraqi
ambassador here refused to accept
it. It ran unedited on Iraqi television
around 7 p.m. (11 a.m. EDT).

Eight hours earlier, the United
Nations Security Council, “out-
raged” at Iraq’s violations of several
diplomatic premises in Kuwait,
unanimously condemned the viola-
tions and said it intends to take “fur-
ther concrete measures as soon as
possible.”

. DNir'~mats at the United Natior..

told special correspondent Trevor
Rowe that one possible step is ex-
panding the trade embargo against
Iraq to include air traffic.

The Wasbington Post

Meanwhite, hundreds of Kuwaitis
fled into Saudi Arabia during the
weekend as Iraq opened the border
for the first time in a month. Ref-
ugees arrived with chilling accounts
of dwindling food supplies and the
wholesale destruction of homes in
neighborhoods where Iraqi soldiers
have been killed by Kuwaiti resis-
tance fighters,

The Iragis made no announce-
ment of the border opening; the
news spread by word of mouth.
Some refugees assumed that Iraqi
forces wanted to get into their
homes. Others believed it was part
of a plan by Saddam to repopulate
Kuwait with Iraqis. The Associated
Preep said a fleeing journalist told of
a friend who got an anonymous
call saying: “Why do you al-
badly about Saddam Hus-
rborder's open, why don't
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“In fact,” Bush said, “it is Iraq
against the world. When [Soviet}
President [Mikhail] Gorbachev and
I'met in Helsinki, we agreed that no
international order is possible if
larger states can devour their
neighbors. Never before has world
opinion been so solidly united
against aggression.”

“The pain you now experience is
adirect result of the path your lead-
ers;np has chosen,” the president
said.

How much of an audience Bush
had was unclear. The Iraqi media
gave no advance notice of the
broadcast and it appeared at 7 p.m.
on Channel One, which usually
madmts local news at that time.

7 p.m. Some then watched the car-
toon that followed. Others drifted
away. In a nearby teahouse, men
played dominoes and chatted while
the Iraqi spokesman, Mikdad
Morad, accused Bush of wanting to
become “dicatator of the whole
world,” in the broadcast that fol-
lowed Busir’s

ed States. He said Bush was ignor-
ng “what's happening on the
streets of the Islamic and Arab
world.”

In Baghdad, as if on cue, demon-
strators marched through streets
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shortly after the broadcast shouting
“Death to Bush, death to America,”
and denouncing Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak and Saudi King
Fahd as “traitors of the Arab world”
for backing the multinational troop
butldup in the gulf region.

According to Reuter, witnesses
in one Baghdad suburb said dem-
onstrators arrived in government
buses, even before the Bush broad-
cast, complete with. anti-Bush ban-
ners and posters.

At the United Nations, talk of a
tighter embargo against Iraq was
complemented by suggestions of
secondary sanctions against coun-
tries or companies that violate the
embargo. There are persistent ru-
mors that goods i
to Iraq either from or through Jor-
dan, Yemen, Iran, Tunisia, Libya
and Lebanon.

“The [Security] Council com-
mitted itself to take further action
very firmly today and we will begin
active consultations,” U.S. Ambas-
sador Thomas R. Pickering told
reporters after the vote. It was the
seventh resolution against Iraq
since the invasion.

The Security Council resolution,
adopted at 3 a.m. by 15 to 0, was a

Tye WasingtonPost

direct response to raids by Iraqi
troops against the diplomatic mis-
sions in Kuwait of France, Canada,
Belgium and the Netherlands. Four
French nationals were seized—in-
cluding the military attache, who
was later released.

Sabah Talat Kadrat, an Iraqi rep-
resentative, told the Security Coun-
cil that the news regarding the
French diplomat was false and that
France was responsible for the es-
calation in tensions.

[taly responded yesterday by ex-
pelling all officials at the Iragi mil-
itary attache’s office in Rome
restricting the movement of other
[raqi diplomats. France already had
expelled some Iraqi diplomats and

increased its military forces in the

' The White House had threat-
enedthatiftheupedidnotair.at
least in edited form, it be
released worldwide on Wednesday.

The Iraqis had never offered to
put a Bush speech on television.
They had proposed to send a film

se Al
e’

crew here to “interview” Bush. The
White House immediately framed
me'mueinitsowntermsby&
scribing the proposal as an offer to
broadcast a Bush message in [raq.
Meanwhile White House national
security adviser Brent Scowcroft
said yesterday the United States
has “no concrete evidence” that
Iran is violating the embargo
against Iraq, despite a diplomatic
rapprochement between the former
warring nations. Iran has said.it
would observe the sanctions “and
we see no reason not to € t
themto,"ScowcmftsaidonC s
“Face the Nation.” 7
A senior administration offichal
saidmanimervicwthattheadm-
istration was “somewhat
about Iran’s posture but said third-
party discussions with Iran ces- =
vinced the United States that Izan
does not intend to break the embar-
go at this time because of its desire
to start rebuilding its economy with
the help of Western countries out-
side the United States, especially
West Germany and Japan.
However, this official said, Iran
“at this time” cannot side publicly
with the United States on anything.



BUSH TELLS IRAQIS
LEADERS PUT THEM
ON ‘BRINK OF WAR’

OVER BAGHDAD TV

Speech Is Run Unedited
— U.N. Condemning
Embassy Invasion -

By ANDREW ROSENTHAL

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16 — President
Bush. warned the Iragi people today
that their leaders had now brought
them to “‘the brink of war” with the
West and the Arab world.

In a videotaped address broadcast on
Iraq’s national television, Mr. Bush
added a new dimension to a conflict
that already has been played outto a
|great extent on television. The Presi-
|dent’s eight-minute speech was uncut,
and his words, as read in Arabic over
his own voice by a Voice of America in-

| terpreter, apparently reflected the se-
verity of his message in English.

Mr. Bush avoided making personal
attacks on President Saddam Hussein
in the message, which was taped last

| week in the Oval Office. 3

| Warnings of U.S. Resolve . ¢~

| But his words, his first direct mes«
sage to the Iraqi people, were full of
warnings about American resolve. No¥
did Mr. Bush appear to pull amy
punches as he told the Iraqis that Mg
Hussein had lied about the Iraqi invas
' sion of Kuwait. o
! There was no way to know how mahy;
|Iraqis watched Mr. Bush on televisioti
|Reuters reported from Baghdad that
the speech was not announced in ad>
;vance and was shown at the same time®
as a program of cartoons on anothes’
channel. -

An Iraqi spokesman, appearing arn.
Baghdad television immediately after+
Mr. Bush, disputed his statements and"

Isaid he was a liar. :

U.N. Condemns Intrusions -

Early this morning, the United' Na--
tions Security Council voted unani-
mously to condemn Iraq’s intrusion
into several Western embassies in"Ku-
wait on Friday. Members of the Coun-
cil began working on a way  to

strengthen its embargo against trade.,
with Iraq to include air traffic. [Article-

and text of resolution, page All.]

Mr. Bush said Iraq stood ‘‘isolated.
and alone,”” without any Arab support, -
and added sternly: ‘Perhaps your
leaders do not appreciate the strength .

of the forces united against them. Let
me say clearly, there is no way Iraq

can win. Ultimately, Iraq must with-.

draw from Kuwait.” [Text, page A10.}’

Mr. Bush said the United States still
wanted a peaceful resolution to the
Persian Gulf crisis. But he warned that
there “is no nation on earth with
greater resolve,”’ cautioned that Amer-
icans were prepared to fight if forced
to so, and vowed that the presence of
foreign hostages in Iraq and Kuwait
would “not affect my ability to make
tough decisions.”

Mr. Bush also said Mr. Hussein was
trying to depict the crisis as a struggle
between Iraq and the United States.
“In fact,” he said, “it is Iraq against

“the world.”

The President said he did not want to
“trade accusations’ with Mr. Hussein,
and he has tried for weeks not to get
into a public debate with the Iraqi lead-
er. But his speech had the effect of
doing just that.

He also reminded his audience that
the two countries were not always ene-
mies, sayng the United States had not
opposed Iraq until the invasion of Ku-
wait.

“In the past,” he said, ‘‘the United
States has helped Iraq import billions
of dollars worth of food and other com-
modities. And the war with Iran would
not have ended two years ago without
U.S. support and sponsorship in the
United Nations.”
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Immediately after Mr. Bush’s re-
marks, Iraqi television broadcast a re-
buttal from an official spokesman,
Mikdad Morad, who called the Amer-
ican President a liar, accused him of
seeking to ‘‘defile the Moslem holy
places’ by sending American troops to
Saudi Arabia and said Washington was
working in concert with Israel against
the Arab people.

Responding to his speech almost
point by point, and using far harsher
language than the President used, Mr.
Morad said Mr. Bush ‘“went crazy’’
when Iraqi forces entered Kuwait on
Aug. 1. He accused Mr. Bush of trying
to become ‘‘the dictator of the whole
world.”

“It is naive of Bush to think that he
can, through his words, differentiate
between the people of Iraq and its
President, for Saddam Hussein is the
son of this Iraqi people,”” the spokes-
man said.

Mr. Morad usually reads television
statements from President Hussein,
but this 25-minute statement, though
an official commentary, was not read |
in Mr. Hussein’s name, as some past
messages have been.

Few Conversions Expected

Administration officials have said
that Mr. Bush did not expect his words
to convert the Iraqi masses to his
cause, but that he saw the chance to ap-
pear on Iraq’s national television as a
way of delivering a personal message
unfiltered by the Government.

Mr. Bush first raised the idea during
a news conference in Kennebunkport,
Me., when he noted that Mr. Hussein
had often been on American television.
The Iragqis at first offered to send a TV
crew to the White House to interview
the President, and he responded by
semdthg the videotape.

. The White House said the Iraqi Gov-
ernment broadcast the tape, which in-
cluded the voice-over translation and
subtitles provided by the American
Government, in its entirety.

But the broadcast still seemed to |
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| threaten to embroil Mr. Bush in the
'kind of personal debate with Mr. Hus-
sein that he had been avoiding. Two
weeks ago, Mr. Bush angrily dismissed
an Iraqi proposal for a debate between
Mr. Bush, Mr. Hussein and Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher of Britain.

Talk of Offensive Strike

Domestically, the Administration
| sought to play down reports about
American preparations for an offen-
sive strike. Generals in the field have
said that United States forces in Saudi
Arabia were now sufficient to defend
against an Iraaqi attack and that forces
that might be used offensively were
being built up.

The Washington Post today quoted
the Air Force Chief of Staff, Gen.
Michel J. Dugan, as saying the Penta-|
gon had concluded that a huge air at-
tack would be the only practical option
for the United States if war broke out.

But Brent Scowcroft, the President’s
national security adviser, said in an ap-
pearance on the CBS News program
“Face the Nation” that ‘General

' Dugan is not in the chain of command,
and he does not speak for the Adminis-
tration.”

White House and State Department
officials declined to speculate about
Mr. Hussein’s motivations for permit-
ting the broadcast today. Judith Kip-
per, a Middle East specialist with the
Brookings Institution, said Mr. Hussein
clearly stood to benefit.

“From the point of view of the Presi-
dent of the United States, I think this
| was an unfortunate bit of public diplo-
macy,” Ms. Kipper said.

“For Saddam Hussein, the more he
can draw George Bush into being en-
gaged with him, the more prestige he
would have from his point of view that
he could sell to his people,” she said.
“Bush’s message is not going to
change anybody’s mind. It only serves
the purposes, not of George Bush, but
of Saddam Hussein.”

Arab League Action Cited

In the tape, Mr. Bush sought to bring
to bear the weight of the world’s na-
tions, especially Arab nations. ‘‘For the
first time in history,” he said, ““13
states of the Arab League, represent-
ing 80 percent of the Arab nation, have
condemned a brother Arab state.”

Mr. Bush called the invasion of Ku-
wait “an unprovoked attack on a small
nation that posed no threat to your
own,”’ adding, ‘‘Kuwait was the victim;
| Iraq, the aggressor.”

He also sought to draw a distinction
between the Iraqi people and their Gov-
ernment. ‘I do not believe that you, the
people of Iraq, want war,” he said.
“You've borne untold suffering and
hardship during eight long years of
war with Iran.”

“Now, once again, Iraq finds itself on
the brink of war,”’ he continued. ‘‘Once
again, the same Iraqi leadership has
miscalculated. Once again, the Iraqi
people face tragedy.” ,

Mr. Bush said Mr. Hussein had as-
serted that his troops were invited into
Kuwait. “That’s nos true,”” he said. “‘In
fact, in the face of far superior force,
the people of Kuwait are bravely re-
sisting this occupation.”

Mr. Morad, the Iragi spokesman,
called this part of Mr. Bush’s speech a
lie. He asserted that popular Arab sen-
timent supported Mr. Hussein and that
the United States was representing the
interests of European 'imperialists”
and the ““Zionist entity,” Israel. “It is

the dispute between the rich powers
anc}1 the poor, persecuted powers,” he
said.

| Toward the end of the tape, Mr. Bush
reached into his pocket and removed a
piece of paper. Reading what he said
was a quote from a speech by Mr. Hus-
sein on Nov. 28, 1988, he said: ‘‘An Arab
. country does not have the right to oc-
cupy another Arab country. God forbid,
if Iraq should deviate from the right
path, we would want Arabs to send
their armies to put things right.”

Mr. Hussein’s spokesman did noti
mention this passage. Instead, he re-
peated Iraq’s contention that Kuwait
was properly an Iraqi province.
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SCOWCROFT DOWNPLAYS REPORT:
National Security Adviser
Brent Scowcroft Sunday down-
played a report that the Unit-
ed States was planning massive
air strikes on Baghdad tar-
geting President Saddam Hus-
sein. The Washington Post Sun-
day quoted Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen. Michael Dugan as
saying the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and senior U.S. command-
ers in the Persian GCGulf had
agreed air power was the only
effective option to force Iraqg
out of Kuwait if war erupted.
The proposed raids would in-
clude Baghdad raids aimed at
Saddam. Scowcroft said Dugan
does not speak for the admin-
istration and that the United
States has contingency plan-
ning going on for anything
that might happen. (Reuter)

'WIRE NEWS HIGHLIGHTS]
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Chief of Air Staff
Fired by Cheney

Dugan Discussed Targeting Baghdad, Saddam

By R. Jeffrey Smith
Washington Post Staff Writer
Defense Secretary Richard B.
Cheney fired Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen. Michael J. Dugan yester-
day for his public remarks on U.S,
contingency plans for war with Iraq,
including massive air raids against
Baghdad that would target Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein and his fam-
il

y.

Cheney told reporters that
Dugan, 53, “showed poor judgment
at a sensitive time.” “This was not a
pleasant action for me to take, but
under the circumstances, I felt it
was a necessary one,” he said.
While the White House said Pres-
ident Bush “concurred” in the re-
moval of Dugan, Cheney said both
the idea for the dismissal and the
final decision were his.

[n a statement distributed by the
Air Force, Dugan, a 32-year vet-
eran and former fighter pilot who
became Air Force chief only three
months ago, said, “I sincerely re-
gret any embarrassment that my
comments may have caused the
administration.” He said he was
presenting his “personal views.”

Cheney said that Dugan’s com-
ments, made to reporters while on
a tour of U.S. forces deployed in the
Persian Gulf and reported Sunday
in The Washington Post and the
Los Angeles Times, had shown
“lack of judgment” in disclosing “op-
erational details” and in addressing
“decisions that may or may not be
made by the president in the fu-
ture.”

Among the comments that appar-
ently angered Cheney and other
officials was Dugan’s assertion that
the Bush administration had accept-
ed the advice of Israeli sources that
“the best way to hurt Saddam” is to
target him and his family.

The administration is particularly
sensitive about any mention of co-
operation or consultation with Is-
rael on the current gulf crisis, in
which Washington has established
close alliances with Arab govern-
ments in the region.

At the same time, Cheney nuted
in exglaining his decision that the
specific targeting of Saddam might
violate a U.S. presidential order
barring assassination of foreign
leaders. Similar coucerns were
raised in Congress and elsewhere
following the 1986 U.S. bombing
attack against Libya, when the Rea-
gan admumistration denied it had
directly targeted Libyan leader
Moammar Gadhafi in a raid that
damaged his personal compound
and killed an adopted daughter.

Cheney also accused Dugan of
revealing classified information
“about the size and disposition f
U.S. forces” and raised concerns
about Dugan’s assertion that the

Iraqi air force has only limited ca-
pability and that the U.S. Air Force
would play the most important role
in any attack on Iraq.

The highly unusual move made
Dugan one of only a handful of sen-
ior U.S. military officers cashiered
by civilian leaders since World War
IL. Dugan could not be reached yes-
terday for comment.

Cheney cited the “extreme del-
icacy” of the largest U.S. military
deployment since the Vietnam War,
telling Pentagon reporters Dugan’s
statements were not as “discreet
and tactful” as they should have
been. Neither he nor White House
national security adviser Brent
Scowcroft, who expressed displea-
sure separately after the remarks
were published on Sunday, chal-
lenged the substance of Dugan’s
comments about military plans,

Scowcroft bluntly told CBS's
“Face the Nation” Sunday after the
newspaper articles appeared that
“General Dugan is not in the chain
of command and he does not speak
for the administration.”

Officials said Scowcroft was re-
ferring to the established procedure
in which military orders are passed
from Bush to Cheney, and then to
the tactical commander in the field.

Scowcroft emphasized the defen-
sive mission of U.S. forces. “We
have contingency planning for any-
thing that might happen. That's
only prudent,” Scowcroft said. “The
president has described our strat-
egy, which is to defend Saudi Ara-
bia, to impose economic sanctions,
and to force Saddam Hussein to
withdraw from Kuwait.”

Cheney said yesterday that Air
Force Gen. John Michael Loh, the
vice chief of staff, will act in
Dugan’s place until the president
formally nominates Gen. Merrill A.
McPeak, commander of the Pacific
Air Forces, as a replacement.

Throughout the U.S. gulf ‘deploy-
ment, military officials have been
uncharacteristically open in discuss-
ing their plans and the situation on
the ground, offering comments for
publication as part of what White
House and Pentagon sources have
described as a deliberate war of
nerves with the Iraqi leader. Gen.
H. Norman Schwarzkopf, command-
er of US. forces in Saudi Arabia,
and others have described in some
detail how U.S. forces would re-
spond to Iraqi aggression and con-
flict. Military officials have said re-
peatedly that the United States
would respond rapidly to any attack
with a massive air strike at specific
Iraqi targets, especially in the pe-
riod before U.S. ground forces are
fully deploved.

page A)

“Should there be a provocation,”
Cheney said last week, “it would be
appropriate . . . to hold at risk tar-
gets—assets, if you will—that Sad-
dam Hussein holds dear, and spe-
cifically, assets inside Iraq.”

But administration officials said
yesterday that these remarks were
less detailed and much less politi-
cally sensitive than those made by
Dugan, who was made Air Force
chief of staff July 1 and has endeav-
ored to provide more information
and access to reporters than his
recent predecessors.

The initial reaction on Capitol
Hill was positive. Sen. Sam Nunn
(D-Ga.), chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, and
Sen. John W. Warner (Va.), the pan-
el’s senior Republican, issued a joint
statement calling the firing “justi-
fied.” They said Dugan’s statements
were “inappropriate.” House Armed
Services Committee Chairman Les
Aspin (D-Wis.) echoed that senti-
ment in a statement.
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Asked why Bush would be an-
gered by what appeared to be a de-
liberate message to Saddam Hus-
sein about the use of American mil-
itary might, a senior U.S. official
gaid, “When a message . . . is being
sent on behalf of the commander-
in-chief, he ought to know about it.”

Asked whether Dugan’s revela-
tions and their aftermath had dam-
aged U.S. efforts in the gulf and

_attempts to win international sup-

port for sanctions against Iraq,
Bush told regional reporters, “I
don’t think we can possibly assess
that at this juncture to give you a
real answer.” He added that he was
not concerned that the revelations
caused any increased danger to
U.S. troops.

The legality and morality of at-
tacks against foreign leaders have
been vexing issues in U.S. policy
debates since. 1981, when President
Ronald Reagan signed an executive
order barring any person employed
by or acting on behalf of the gov-
ernment from engaging in, “or con-
spiring to engage in, assassination.”

When an Air Force F-111 aircraft
bombed Gadhafi's personal com-
pound in 1986, U.S. officials initially
denied trying to kill him. But offi-
cials acknowledged later that their
uncertsinty over Gadhafi’s exact
whereabouts at the time of the at-
tack left open that possibility, and
some said they had hoped it would

occur.
Last year, the Bush administra-
tion announced that it had reinter-

preted. the presidential order to al-
low Central Intelligence Agency
assistance in foreign coup attempts
that result in the death of a foreign
leader as long as the death does not
occur as the result of an explicit
goal.

Cheney used two different for-
mulations in his public comments
yesterday about Dugan’s statement
that the United States planned to
target Saddam and his top aides.

- Appearing before a group of region-

al journalists, Cheney said, “That’s

a violation of the executive order.” -

He told Pentagon reporters later,
however, that “I think it is poten-
tially a violation.”

A senior Pentagon official ex-
plained later that “the second state-
ment is the definitive one.”

Asked why Dugan had received
such a swift and severe rebuke for
his remarks, a: senior U.S. official
speaking on condition that he not be
identified said “it was especially
egregious” to cite Israeli advice in
discussing targeting plans, as if “for
some reason, we base our targets
on what the Israelis want us to do.”

Several -officials also - expressed
concern over Dugan's disclosure

that Israel had provided air-to-

ground Have Nap missiles for U.S.
B-52 bombers based in Diego Gar-
cia, which might be used in an at-
tack on Iraq. .

Officials noted that Dugan, in an
Aug. 1 speech, had encouraged sen-
jor Air Force officials to be more
open with reporters, saying, ‘I
think that the leaders . .. need to
be upfront, they need to be the guys
on point, and they need to take the
gaff that goes with it and the flack
that goes with it.”

Staff writers Ans Devroy and Helen
Dewar contributed to this report.
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Cheney Has Staked Out

Authority

By MICHAEL R. GORDON
Special 10 The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17 — From the
day he walked into the Pentagon a year
and half ago, Secretary of Defense
Dick Cheney has let everyone know
just who is in charge.

His dismissal today of Gen. Michael
J. Dugan, the top-ranking officer in the
Air Force, was the most forceful but
not the first move Mr. Cheney has
made to assert his control of the mili-
tary services and to réstrict the public
cominents of senior officers.

Mr. Cheney's effort to rein in the
miitary stems from a variety of fac-
tor’s, including his desire to have the
Pentagon speak with one voice coordi-
nated by the civilian leadership and his
effort to decisively eliminate any no-
tion that his authority can be chal-
lenged because of his limited experi-
ence in military matters.

And in this particular case, Mr.
Cheney was also concerned that Gen-
eral Dugan's freewheeling discussion
in interviews over the weekend about
bombing President Saddam Hussein o’
Iraq, his family and his mistress, and
also hitting downtown Baghdad, would
ungermine international support for
the operation in Saudi Arabia by imply-
iig that the United States had unilater-
ally decided on a military strategy of
decapitation of the Iragi leadership.

General Dugan’s blunt comments, as
well as remarks by unidentified offi-
oials on the general’'s plane about Is-
raeli assistance with such an operation
in providing missile and targeting ad-
vice, also created a potential political
problem for the Bush Administration’s
relationship with Arab Governments,
and was the latest in a series of prob-
lems between Mr. Cheney and the Air
Force.

Under the best of circumstances, the
Pentagon is a sprawling, balkanized
bureaucracy of vested interests, which
is very difficult to manage. But at a
time of budget tightening and crisis in
the Persian Gulf, both of which have
placed the Pentagon under greater
strain than any time since the Vietnam
War, Mr. Cheney has moved to assert
central control.

The circle of power around the 49-
year-old Defense Secretary, who has
never served in the military, has been
tightly drawn, with Mr. Cheney making
decisions with the help of a handful of
top officials, senior aides and his mili-
tary ally, Gen. Colin L. Powell, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

When it comes to budget decisions, a

at Pentagon

Defense Secretary cannot autocrati-
cally impose his will on the military

and ctill hope to see his program car- |

ried out faithfully. And Mr. Chene)' be-
lieves that he must get the Chiefs on
board to carry out his plan to restruc-
ture the armed forces. Cheney aides
say he knows that the military, which
has seen Defense Secretaries come and
80, has t00 many chances to sabotage
the plan by appealing to Congress or by
bureaucratic inaction.

To this end, the Defense Secretary
has given the military a forum to ex-
press their views. But the final deci-
sions have been Mr. Cheney’s.

He has told the uniformed services,
in effect: If you don’t like the cuts I
have ordered, consider what they are
going to do to you in , where
the appetite for reductions in military
spending has been intense.

When Mr. Cheney feels that his au-
thority has been challenged, however,
he has responded with the full weight of
his office. One of his first acts was to
publicly chastise then-Air Force Chief
of Staff, Gen. Larry Welch, for explor-
ing a budget compromise with Con-
gressional leaders over the land-based
missile force. ;

“Everyone’s entitled to one mis-
take,” Mr. Cheney warned ominously
in what was interpreted as a blunt sig-

nal to the military that he was estab- |

lishing control over the Pentagon.

Since then he has had a couple of run-
ins with the Air Force, which he has
la}rgely tried to settle out of public
view.

Gen. John T. Chain, the commander
of the Strategic Air Command, aroused
Mr. Cheney’s ire in May when he ex-
pressed doubt about the feasibility of
President Bush’s plan to ban land-
based missiles with multiple warheads.

Specifically, General in said at a
breakfast meeting with reporters that
he did not think Moscow would along
with the proposal because such weap-
ons are the centerpiece of the Soviets’
land-based missile force. And General
Chain also questioned whether such
such missiles were “destabilizing’’ as
President Bush, Mr. Cheney and Brent
Scowcroft, the President's national se-
curity adviser, have argued.

Mr. Cheney’s spokesman said at the
time that the Pentagon leadership was
not disturbed by General Chain’s com-
ments. But Mr. Chener quietly ordered
General Chain to to fly to Washington
for a private dressing down, officials

said later. The incident was never - ib-
licly disclosed.

And when the Air Force earlier
failed to inform the Defense Secretary
about the flawed performance of its
Stealth F-117 aircraft in Panama, Mr.
Cheney expressed displeasure without
a public rebuke.

Mr. Cheney privately expressed his
concern to Air Force Secretary Donald
Rice and General 'Welch and then let it
be known that he had ordered the Air
Force Inspector General to investigate
why the Stealth planes had failed to
drop their bombs with the accuracy
that the service had initially claimed.

But no resignations were ordered
and Mr. Cheney's spokesman said later
that the Secretary accepted the Air
Force assertion that it did not mean to
mislead Mr. Cheney about the per-
formance of the F-117 in Panama. A
Pentagon official said that Mr. Cheney
felt that he had made his point and
more severe steps were not needed in
that case.

Other top American commanders
have talked on the record in recent
weeks about mounting an all-out air as-
sault against Iraq if war breaks out.
But Mr. Cheney said that he was dis-
turbed by the explicit references by
General Dugan to making targets of
the Iraqi leadership, the specific num-
bers provided by the general about
American aircraft in the region and the
general’s service parochialism in as-
serting that the Air Force would play
the central role with supporting roles
to be played by the Army and the Ma-
'rines. .
| Comments by muilitary officials on
General Dugan’s aircraft about Israelf
cooperation with the American mili!
tary operation in Saudi Arabia, includ-
wy furnishing air-to-ground missiles
1 for Uuited States B-52 bombers and ad-
vising the targeting of the Iraqi leader;
ship, also brought to the surface a deli
{ cate issue for the Bush Administration,
which is trying to build up the Arab role
in the multinational force. i
, Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, the
top American force commander in the
Persian Gulf, has asserted that Israel

was not involved in the operation.

Cheney decided that General Dugan,
who had been in office only since July,
would not get a second chance, sending
a signal to all of the generals and admi-
rals to withhold much of their counsel
from the public and putting political
distance between the bush administra-
tion and the general‘s comments.

‘““He thought General Dugan’s com-
ments set a bad example for the mili-
tary. It was not anything he wanted tq
let go by."" a Pentagon official said.

Given the high political stakes, Mr |

|
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= Personalities

Asian Americans picketed an actors’ union

yesterday to protest what they call a “secret .

agreement” with the producer of “Miss Sai-
gon” that will allow the hit London musical to
open on Breadway.

Chanting “The Great White Only Way” and
“Equity Sold Out,” some 50 demonstrators
marched peacefully in a circle outside the
offices of Actors Equity in the heart of the
theater district.

Equity yesterday issued a statement saying
it was “aware of the frustration, anger and
outrage that has been engendered by the
events surrounding ‘Miss Saigon’ ” and that
union officials would meet with minority mem-
bers next week.

“Actors’ Equity does not regard this faction
of its membership in the same way as it
regards its white membership,” said actor B.D.
Wong, who took part in the New York demon-
stration. “We’re fighting to play our own
stereotypes.”

Wong said Asian Americans find the agree-
ment between “Miss Saigon” producer Camer-
on Mackintosh and Equity, which earlier re-
scinded its decision barring Caucasian actor
Jonathan Pryce from reprising his role as a
Eurasian pimp, “destructive, offensive and in-
sulting.”

Atwater at White House

Lee Atwater had breakfast at the White
House yesterday in an outing a Republican
National Committee spokeswoman said re-
flected his recent “bursts of energy.”

Atwater spent nearly three hours at the
White House, including a leisurely breakfast
with President Bush and a spirited discussion
with Bush and White House officials on politi-
cal races in California, Florida, Texas and
Massachusetts, said RNC spokeswoman Leslie
Goodman. Atwater also met with Vice Presi-
dent Dan Quayle, White House Chief of Staff
John Sununu and national security adviser
Brent Scowcroft.

It was Atwater’s first trip to the White House

SheVasyington Post

since shortly after he collapsed during a speech
last March and was diagnosed as having an
“Lee’s doing a lot better,” said White House
spokesman Roman Popadiuk, although the
RNC chairman'’s condition is still very serious.
Atwater waved at photographers fram the
rear seat of his limousine as he was driven onto
the White House grounds for the breakfast.
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PATIENCE OF BUSH
ON IRAQ BLOCKADE
SAID TO SHORTEN

PLUNDERING IN KUWAIT

Scowcroft Avoids Disclosing
How Long Bush Will Wait
for Sanctions to Work

By ANDREW ROSENTHAL

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 28 — A top
White House official said today that the
‘‘systematic destruction” of Kuwait
under Iraqi occupation is shortening
the time the United States can wait for
economic sanctions to drive President
Saddam Hussein’s army out of the
Persian Gulf sheikdom.

But the official, Brent Scowcroft,
President Bush's national security ad-
viser, followed the pattern of White
House statements in recent weeks, and
he stopped short of an explicit warning
of American military action.

After a long White House meeting
and lunch in which Sheik Jaber al-
Ahmed al-Sabah, the ousted Kuwaiti
Emir, warned Mr. Bush of the threat-
ened destruction of his country, Mr.
Scowcroft refused to say how long Mr.
Bush would wait before concluding that
sanctions against Iraq have failed.

An ‘Ambitious Dictator’

But he said ““there is no question that
what is happening inside Kuwait af-
fects the timetable” for that decision.
He asserted that Iragi plundering of
Kuwait made it conceivable that the
United States would seek another
United Nations Security Ceuncil reso-
lution, possibly including an expiicht
mention of the use of military ferce.

As Mr. Scowcroft spoke, American
intelligence reports said Iraq has de-
veloped biological weapons that witl be
able to deliver significant quantities of
the deadly agents on the battlefield by
early next year. [ Page 4]

Mr. Scowcroft also said the United
States would consider it an act of ag-

* 8ression if Iraq carried out a threat to

cut off food to foreigners in Kuwait and
Iraq on Monday. But he would not say
how the United States might respond.

The President offered a harsh con-
demnation of Iraq after his meeting
with the Emir, calling President Sad-
dam Hussein a ‘“‘ruthless and ambi-
tious dictator.”

A New Note of Urgency
In a statement that he read on the

, White House South Lawn with the

robed Emir at his side, Mr. Bush said:
“lraq: aggression has ransacked and
pillaged a once peaceful and secure
country, its population assaulted, -
carcerated, intimidated and even mur-
dered. Iraq’s leaders are trying to wipe
an internationally recognized sover-
eign state, a member of the Arab
League and the United Nations, off the
face of the map.”

&he New JJork Times

Mr. Bush’s remarks and Mr. Scow-

President Hussein after a week of in-
ternational condemnation of Iraq at the
United Nations General Assembly in~
New York.

Secretary of State James A. Baker
3d today concluded a week of meetings
in New York with other foreign minis-
ters that left the impression of increas-
INg concern that only a military solu-
tion would force President Hussein
from Kuwait.

After meeting today with the foreign

ministers of the Guif Cooperation
Council, which includes Kuwait and its
Persian Gulf neighbors, Mr. Baker
said: "I do think there are a number of
countries that make it quite clear we
should not foreclose options. [ think
there are more countries that are will-
Ing now to express that view."

Stalling by Iraqi Chief

Administration officials said the
Tunisian Foreign Minister, Ismail
Khalil, who saw President Hussein in
Baghdad on Sunday, told Mr. Baker
that the Iraqi leader apparently still
believes that the international coalition
boycotting Iraq will eventually erode
and that he can hold on to Kuwait by
stalling for time.

‘‘Saddam still doesn’t seem to have
gotten the message,” an Administra.
tion official said.

Kuwaiti officials said before the
Emir’s meeting with Mr, Bush that the
exiled monarch would impress on the
President that the Kuwaitis do not be-
lieve they can wait for sanctions to take |
hold on Iraq's economy and would
argue that, as one official put it, “‘mili-
tary action is the only way.”

Mr. Scowcroft said the Emir did not
specifically urge Mr. Bush to attack
Iraq. But he said, “You could sublimi-
nally read between the lines if you
wish."”

Stance ea the ‘War Optien’

Representative Les Aspin, Democrat |
;1 Wisconsin and chairman of the

ouse Armed Services Committee,
said he believed that the Administra-
tion was “looking more and more fa-
;mnhly on me;ar option” to force
raqi troops out occupied Kuwaig,

But Mr. Scowcroft said, | think we
need o at lsast come o sincere iy

mn.“tuhh-
Ppeaceful way ts ressive this **

Onuuuﬂmmhnw

take action on a similar
The Senate resolution "T:;
Supports continued action
the President the

:ageA"

The Resclution’s Limits
The resolutien reflected the difficuity
for lawmakers, who endorse Presiden-

tial action so far and believe it is in
their political interest to show support
but want to be careful to withhold ad-
vance approval of actions.

Senator Claiborne Pell, Democrat of
Rhode Island and chairman of the For-
eign Relations Committee, under-
scored the limits of the resolution.

“This does not constitute authority
for the President to initiate unprovoked
attacks against Iraq,”” he said.

The White House gave prominence to
the Emir’'s visit, which came during his
first trip to the United States, in an ef-
fort to signal to the world that Kuwait
was still a viable, sovereign nation. Mr.
Scowcroft’s appearance at an on-the-
record press briefing was unusual,
since such briefings are normally han-
dled by a lower-level official from the
State Department.

Kuwaiti Emir Praises Bush

After the meeting, the Emir offered
effusive praise of Mr. Bush in his for-
mal statement on the South Lawn.

Speaking through an interpreter, he
said, ““Your principled, courageous and
decisive position in the face of the Iraqi
aggression on Kuwait is a true expres-
sion of the unabated faith and commit-
ment of the American peoplie to the hu-
manitarian morals on which and for
which the United States of America
was founded."

Mr. Scowcroft said the Emir “‘de-
scribed in some detail some of the
atrocities being committed by Arabs
against Arabs as well as the pillaging
and systematic destruction’’ in Kuwait.

He quoted the ocusted leader as say-
ing that Iraqi forces are moving Ku-
wnnusoutoluiei.rco\b-:hylmm:eu
‘‘widespread looting, prmu’e', gov-
ernment, of everything movable.

Details of Iraqi Losting

The Emir spoke of “‘a case of the Ira-
is going into hospitals, taking babies
gut %! n'ux:ubnwrs. to send the incuba-
tors back to Iraq, taking other people
off life-support systems and sending
the machinery back to Iraq” Mr.
Scowcroft said.

Given the urgency that the Emir as-
signed to the situation, Mr. Scowcroft
was asked whether the United States
could afford to wait for thel United Na-
tions sanctions to strangle Iraq's econ-
omy. He replied: “There is o question
that what's happening inside Kuwait
affects the timetable. There’s no ques-
tion about that.”

But he also said: “The sanctions
haveno(beenhphoeverylona_lbe-
lieve it is in everyone’s interest (o see
whether or not there is a peaceful reso-
lution of this."”

Emir did not specific military
options, but talked about ‘‘military
forces, their , strength,
morale and soon."
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Strains of Gulf Crisis

| Sharp Questioning by Congress Comes
Amid Jockeying Among Bush Officials

By ANDREW ROSENTHAL
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 23 — After
seven smooth weeks of handling the
Persian Gulf crisis, the White House is
fumbling several critical gulf issues on
Capitol Hill and finds itself grappling
with internal tensions that strain its

vaunted air of collegiality.

’ Administration officials

News  admit privately that they

Analysis were taken aback by the

sharpness of the Congres-

sional questioning on why

the Reagan and Bush Administrations

| supplied the military and economic aid

! that helped Saddam Hussein establish
| himself as a regional strongman.

| They are nervous about continued
| Congressional investigation into
| whether the Administration misread|
'signals in late July that Mr. Hussein!
was set to invade Kuwait. And both
White House officials and Congres-
sional Republicans say that while over-
all support for the Persian Gulf policy
is strong, lawmakers’ questioning of in-
dividual aspects is likely tq grow.
By their own admission, Administra-
tion officials were unprepared for the
“extent to which Congress would rake
[ through their Iraq policy.
i ‘Politics as Usual’

| ““We got lulled by the fact that the
crisis management by Bush and the
whole team was so good and Congress
was away for most of the time,” a sen-
ior official said. ‘‘We didn’t realize that
once the novelty and the early tend-
ency to rally behind the President wore
off, it would become politics as usual.”

Taken together, the events of the last
week have forcefully reminded Mr.
Bush that political support for military
operations can drain away quickly,
threatening both the political vitality of
a President and the comity among his
main advisers.

White House officials have started to
privately accuse the State Department
of trying to steal credit for the response

to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, while
grumbling about the Pentagon’s han-
dling of a proposed $21 billion arms
sale to Saudi Arabia. Senator John
McCain, Republican of Arizona, called
the proposed sale ‘‘a gross miscalcula-
tion of Congress.”’

The Congressional criticism of previ-
ous policy toward Iraq has also focused
an unaccustomed and uncomfortable
glare on the State Department and, by
implication, the Secretary of State,
James A. Baker 3d. Lawmakers have
so far not directly blamed him, but the

crisis is testing Mr. Baker’s widely
envied political skills.

Hunkering Down in Foggy Bottom

Last week, it produced the unusual
spectacle of the Secretary and his staff
hunkering down in Foggy Bottom while
a new lineup of ‘‘golden boys’’ — nota-
bly Defense Secretary Dick Cheney
and Brent Scowcroft, the National Se-
curity Adviser — stepped forward. Mr. !
Baker broke his public silence with a
television appearance today in which
he evaded the central questions: Was
American policy before the invasion
'misguided and was he responsible? =

And, while Mr. Bush works to main-.
tain Congressional support for his Gulf
policy, Administration officials have-*
‘started complaining — very quietly —’
about lawmakers who backed Amer-.
ican overtures to Mr. Hussein and:
made their own missions to Baghdad, -
including a group led by Senator Bob ?
Dole of Kansas, the minority leader. . - .

“You don’t see any of those guy$ -
coming out to remind people about it -
now,” a senior official said with evidént ;
pique. o ¥
Harbinger or Temporary Bump?

While these tensions have come into -
sharp focus in the last week, lawmak-
ers and Administration officials said
they were probably just a temporary -
bump. But some worried that they*
might be a harbinger of deeper trouble.

“These do not represent an insur-..
mountable problem if events work out #
with regard to the possible conflict with “
Iraq,” said Representative Jim Leach,
Republican of Iowa, a member of the ..
House Foreign Affairs Committee. ‘It -
events do not work out, it’s the tip of the
iceberg.” :

Perhaps the most dramatic setback -
for the Administration came in the
Congressional examination of its over- "~
tures toward Iraq before the invasion
of Kuwait, particularly the now-famops
conversation on July 25 in which the
American Ambassador to Iraq, April
Glaspie, told Mr. Hussein that the
United States did not want to be in-
volved in Iraq’s border dispute with
Kuwait.

Mr. Baker and his staff were clearly .
unprepared for the uproar, and the Sec- .
retary, who has taken an unusually lgw
profile at other times in the crisis, be-
came less visible again last week until*
his television appearances today.

There is no doubt that Mr. Baker is’
still a commanding presence. In a re-
vealing private moment, he strode out
of a National Security Council meeting
on Thursday at the head of the pack of
Mr. Bush’s top advisers and led them-
across the West Wing lobby for a fol-
low-up meeting.
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‘You Bet’ Baker’s Involved

But appearances are critical in
Washington. Nobody missed the fact
that Mr. Baker, who is widely believed
to have Presidential ambitions, was
;simply not seen so much last week.

Before he reappeared today on the
NBC News program ‘‘Meet the Press,”’
his spokeswoman and loyal aide, Mar-
garet D. Tutwiler, found herself in an.
extremely odd position — assuring re-
porters that her powerful boss, the
President’s best friend, was still en-’
'gaged in the most critical foreign.
policy issue on the agenda. ‘

“Is he involved in — continuously in-
volved in — the gulf crisis?’’ she said
testily. ‘“You bet he is.” -

There are signs of real, if subtle,
shifts within the Administration. By
virtue of their natural roles in this,
crisis, Mr. Scowcroft, Mr. Cheney and..
Gen. Colin L. Powell, the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, have formed a
new axis of power in the White House.

Different Operating Styles

The last week has displayed a
marked difference in the operating-
styles of Mr. Cheney and Mr. Baker. ~

After the Air Force Chief of Staff,
Gen. Michael J. Dugan, talked to re-.
porters about contingency war plans,
Mr. Cheney had him cleaning out his
desk within 24 hours.

At the State Department, Ms..
Glaspie and John Kelly, the Assistant
Secretary of State for Near East and
South Asian Affairs, have been left to
take the brunt of the criticism of
United States policy toward Iraq from
members of Congress without their
boss offering much of a public defense
or putting them out of their misery by
moving them to other jobs.

Today, during ‘‘Meet the Press,”’” Mr.
Baker cited not his own view, but a,
newspaper article about the issue. He
spoke of ‘‘some 20-20 hindsighting’”
that he said has ‘‘been highly critica) of.
some career public servants.” But he.
refused to say whether the criticism
was justified or whether it should be di-
rected at him and not Mr. Kelly and
Ms. Glaspie. .
Mr. Baker also sidestepped a ques-
tion about how he now viewed the pre-
invasion policy. “The President has
said in hindsight, maybe there were
some things we should have done dif- .
ferently,” he said. Mr. Baker paused
and added, “I agree with that, of

course.”

\%.
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An Administration official said: .
“Kelly and Glaspie are twisting in the,
wind. But what can Baker do, since
they were clearly just following De- '
partment policy?”

It remains to be seen whether this,
will hurt Mr. Baker. “He's a Teflon
guy,”’ Senator McCain said. .

4 While Mr. Cheney's image has been.’
polished by his overall handling of the
gulf crisis, he has come in for some in- .
ternal criticism, officials said. s
The firing of General Dugan was
widely supported, but there was con:
cern that-it left the impression of "not '

so tight a ship,” an official said.

Lawmakers and Administration offi- -
cials said Mr. Cheney also mishandled -
the arms sale to Saudi Arabia, the size
of which circulated among reporters
before Congress or Israel were consult-
ed. The White House was later forced '
to back down and seek Congressional .
approval of the sale in two separate
phases. And the Pentagon stirred trou:.'
ble with a suggestion that the Adminis-
tration spend billions of dollars in for-}
eign contributions to the gulf operation
without Congressional supervision.

“Cheney is not exactly getting a gold
star for this,” an official said. ““Did he"
really think he could float $21 billion in.
arms sales through Congress and then-
‘get permission to spend say $7 bilhon in
foreign contributions?’’ .
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BRIEFING BY
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT

The Briefing Room

2:16 P.M. EDT

MR. POPADIUK: Good afternoon. Could I have your
attention, please? We are about to begin our briefing. Let me just
lay the context in which the General will be speaking. The General
will be addressing two issues. First, a readout of the Amir of
Kuwait's visit with the President; And secondly, the General will be
giving a scene-setter for the President's visit to the United Nations

starting tomorrow.

This is an ON THE RECORD briefing. Regular briefing
rules are in effect and it's on the record, but not for sound or
camera. The General will have a few opening remarks before he takes

your questions.
Q Why not?
MR. POPADIUK: Thank you.
General.
GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I'm not photogenic.
Q Yes, you are, if it's on the record.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Good afternoon. Let me make just a
few opening remarks to set the stage before I take your questions.

As you know, the President has just completed an official
working visit with His Highness the Amir of Kuwait. And I think one
of the best summaries of the tenor of the discussions comes from the
departure remarks themselves. As the President stated, he reaffirmed
our commitment to reverse the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait and to

restore the legitimate government and the Kuwaiti people to their
rightful places in Kuwait.

The Amir spent some time discussing what he described as
a terrifying situation inside Kuwait and the treatment by the Iragis
of the people of Kuwait. He described in some detail some of the
atrocities being committed by Arabs against Arabs, as well as the
pillaging and systematic destruction of the country, himself.

The President and the Amir discussed the unprecedented
solidarity of the world community, as manifested by the eight U.N.
Security Council resolutions in sending a clear and unambiguous
signal to Iraq. The President complimented the Amir on his stirring
address to the General Assembly yesterday, which got an almost
unprecedented standing ovation -- again, hopefully sending a signal
to the Iragi leaders.

The two leaders agreed that it was important to give the
sanctions a chance to work as a means of pressuring Iraq to withdraw
peacefully from Kuwait. Compliance with those sanctions has been
almost universal. And the Amir felt that the boycott was being felt
in Iraqg. But the President did state that if the sanctions fail we

MORE



must keep our options open to ensure that our objectives are met.
And then finally, the President thanked the Amir for his generous
contribution to Desert Shield operations and to those countries who
are hurt by the sanctions. :

Let me just say a couple of words about the U.N. trip,
and then we'll go to questions.

There are really three purposes for the U.N. trip. One,
to meet on the occasion of the Children's Summit which takes place on
Sunday; then to address the Unied Nations General Assembly on Monday;
and it's a welcome opportunity to consult with his colleagues from
around the world at, really, sort of an unprecedented, or at least a
dramatic period in world affairs.

The Children's Summit, I think, speaks for itself. It's
really designed to dramatize the importance of trying to deal with
problems of the children in the world, the inheritors of the next
generation; to try to ensure that disease, malnutrition, brutality,
drugs, poor education -- you can go on and on -- are dealt with so
that that generation can, when they inherit the world, be in a
position to improve it.

: The President's speech to the General Assembly comes at a
time of great change and great hope for the world. Much has happened
since he addressed the General Assembly last year. Both the dramatic
events unfolding in Europe with the -- in Eastern Europe, inside the
Soviet Union, and the unification of Germany. And, in addition, this
is a welcome opportunity to discuss the unprecedented actions of the
U.N. Security Council =-- unprecedented in the sense of the
determination with which the civilized world, as represented by the
Security Council, has dealt with this case of unprovoked aggression,
and to express the hope that this might be a means to usher in a new
stage in the. international community in which the United Nations
maybe can assume more the place envisioned by its founders as a very
important vehicle in maintaining world peace and tranquility.

I'll be happy to take your questions now.

. Q General, you said that the Amir told the President
in.some detail about the atrocities that were being committed in
Kuwait. Does this add to the sense of urgency in resolving the
situation, reversing the Iraqi occupation?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT:. Well, I have to say, yes. And
certainly on the part of the Amir who sees his country being :
destroyed right in front of him, both in terms of population being
‘urged out the south with all their identification papers taken and
then given to Iraqis and Palestinians coming down from the north --
sort of a repopulation, if you will -- wide-spread looting, both
private, government, of everything movable or what even is not
movable. He described, for example, a case of the Iragis going into
hospitals, taking babies out of incubators to send the incubators
back to Iraq; taking other people off life support systems and
sending the machinery back to Iraq.

It wa;“é~éretty dé;asféting account, especiaily in the
face of Saddam Hussein saying he is the defender of the Arabs against
the outside.

Q Is there any timetable put on dealing with the
situation?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No particular timetable, no.

Q Was the possibility of a war discussed? And if so,
did the Amir express any fear that his country might be destroyed?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I think what the Amir says is his
country is being destroyed right now. And that the longer the
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situation goes on the way it is, the less there will be of what is
recognizable as Kuwait.

Q Did the Amir, himself, urge any kind of time frame
whatsoever, or express spec1f1c concern as to how long his country
could quite literally survive this sort of Iragqgi occupation?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, not in specific terms, he did
not.

Q Did he address that in a general way?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, in a general sense, he talked
about the urgency of dealing with the issue and in connection with
his description of what was going on in Kuwait.

Q When you speak of other optlons you're referrlng,
obviously, to the military, right?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: 1I'm referring to other options.
Q Like what? |

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Like other options.

Q Besides military?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I'm not going to discuss other
options because -- .

Q Why not? 1If they're peaceful --
Q Well, General, can you give us a sense --

Q when our leaders have spoken -- when Secretary Baker
went to the Middle East and when other officials have talked to Arab
leaders 'on our side in this conflict, they have been urged to go in
and attack. Didn't he do that? You seem to be suggesting that the
~ whole thrust of his argument was, we can't wait any longer. Did he
ask the President, the way these other leaders have asked Baker and
_..so.forth,. to_please.go.on the offensive-and-attack-Irag? - ~--——" = -

: GENERAL SCOWCROFT: =~ No, he did not. Not in so many
words.

0  But was that the thrust of it?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, you could subliminally read
between the lines, if you wish, but the answer to your question is,
no, he did not. Although the two had a lengthy discussion of
attitudes, public opinion in the Arab world, and what was happening
to it.

. Q Obviously, you're not going to go beyond the now
famlllar formulatlon about keeplng optlons open ==

P N - - TioREmE o O T

GENERAL SCOWCROFT' Obv1ously

Q -- but can you tell us at what length they discussed
the prospect of other options and -- or with this simply something
that was stated, agreed to, and passed over -- or what?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No. There was a discussion not of
the detail of other options, but military forces, their
characteristics, strength, morale and so on, if that helps you.

Q Beyond that, was there --

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: . No.
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Q -- about how long did they dwell on this questlon of
the failure of the -- or possible failure of the sanctions and the
prospect of the use of other options?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Would 15'minutes make you feel good?
Ten minutes? I honestly don't know, but they did discuss it.

Q General it seemed that, for the moment at least,
the President has gotten all he wants or needs out of the U.N. Is
there anything he's g01ng up to the U.N. to try to marshal support
for? Are we simply in the waiting phase which you talk about as we
see if the sanctions work?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: There isn't, so far as I know,
anything actively being .pursued, but I thlnk this whole element of
what the Iragis are doing inside Kuwait to a whole people could

conceivably be the subject of another U.N. action. But that -- we're
not doing that right now.

Q But, I'm sorry, what kind of actions, sir?
GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, you know, wait and see.
Q The other'options, you mean?

Q Are we speaking about something other than military
now when you talk about other actions?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No =- you talk about more U.N.
action. Well, I'm talking about the poss1b111ty of another U.N.
resolution. But that's just perspective.

Q But something that would simply condemn what's going
on? '

- GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I don't know because it hasn't been
done yet, and we're just contemplating -- what I'm saying is, the
atrocities, the devastation inside Kuwait really are worthy of world
_attention. And a U.N. resolution is one way to bring that kind of
attention on it. ' I mean, this is just not a peaceable occupatlon,
‘this 1s the destruction_of a people. _ -
: Q And this could help tighten the embargo, for
example? : '

. GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Conceivably, although it's pretty
hard to tighten it any further.

Q General, would you talk about your own analysis of
the terrorism situation right now? There have been a couple of
strange incidents in Brussels and one in Djibouti. Do you see any
more evidence that there might be a terrorism problem developing, or
are there other explanations for these things?

Q . Question‘>

GENERAL SCOWCROFT. About terrorlsm, and do we see any
evidence of a more serious terrorism problem developing? There have
been a couple of strange incidents in Brussels, for example, and
there was a recent one =-- there was a soldier shot, I think, and
wounded in Saudi Arabia.

e e e

What we do have are some indications that Saddam Hussein
is actively discussing things with leaders of certain terrorist
organizations, and it was for that reason that we gave him an
explicit warning that we would consider terrorist activities as
coming from him and hold him personally responsible.

- Q General Scowcroft, was the state of mental and
physical condition of Hussein discussed by the Amir with the
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President? Did they discuss his personal maladies or --~

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Of Saddam Hussein?
Q Yes, yes.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Briefly.

Q What wés'the -

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, you know, the Amir just gave
his sort of judgments about --

Q Wwhat did he say about it?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I think you better ask the Amir. I
wouldn't want to characterize what he said.

Q - General, the Iragqis have said that as of Monday they
will cut off food supplies to foreign nationals in Kuwait and Iraq.
civen the President's pledge to protect American lives would we

consider that an act of aggression against Americans?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, I think it certainly is an act
of aggression. I don't think there's any question about it. Those
people are being held against their will, and therefore, in a sense,
they are the direct responsibility of the government of Irad.

Q General, you've talked about the Iragis coming in
from the north to settle in Kuwait, and we're also hearing about
stripping it bare.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Yes.

Q - Those two things seem to be kind of inconsistent if
they're trying to take over and repopulate it.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, not necessarily. You can be

__stripping it bare just in case, and you can be putting people.in, in

the event that'sdﬁébéﬁ?“éaYE“sbméfhiﬁq”abdﬁt“élébtibn51jfsc:they-may :
be preparing against any eventuality. I'm just speculating now. 1
don't really know. S : : ' :

Q Is it possible that they~midht withdraw at some
point, keeping those islands in the Persian Gulf and the disputed
northern oil field -- '

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I think anything is possible for him.
But I think it is =-- the President has made it clear that in our
view, and I think that of the United Nations Security Council, that
withdrawal means withdrawal and restoration of the situation prior to
his unprovoked aggression. And any talk about negotiations,
discussions and so on have to start from that premise, not any other

T S R i Te—.-

| 0  Did the President tell the Amir of Kuwait that in
case of an Iragi withdrawal it would be useful for Kuwait to. have
- free elections and to make some territorial concessions? .

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: There was soneé discussion of
elections. But the President said, look, we are dealing with a
specific situation right now and the focus ought to be on that
situation, on resolving it, and on restoring conditions before that
aggression, not on what happens afterwards.

Q General, to follow on Pat's question, does the Amir
agree with the President of the United States that no negotiations
should be undertaken before Iraq has withdrawn? Or would he be
willing to possibly discuss some concessions?
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'~ wasn't anticipated, or any particular reason?

_ GENERAL SCOWCROFT: The President spoke fairly forcefully
on this issue and the Amir did not say, och, please don't.

Q He did not express an opinion one way --

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: The way I recall the conversation, it
wasn't necessary to express an opinion. I think - his assent was
clear. .

Q To follow on that, there were published reports this
morning that there's some concern w1th1n the United States government
that the Amir may strike a deal with the Iragis -- withdrawal and-
restoration of power, and we'll just go back to -- did that concern
come up at the meeting today?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No.
Q Does that concern exist?
GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Not as far as I know.

Q General, how can you'afford to wait for the U.N.
sanctions to work if there's a p0551b111ty that that country is being
dismantled right now?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Well, the sanctions have not been in
place very long. I believe it is in everyone's interest to see
whether or not there is a peaceful resolution of this. There is no
questlon that what's happening inside Kuwait affects the timetable.
There is no question about that. But I think we need to at least
come to a sincere judgment as to whether or not there's a peaceful
way to resolve this.

Q But it sounds as if the timetable -- what's
happening inside Kuwait is happening very rapidly. Doesn't that
shorten your tlmetable extraordinarily?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT' It certainly affects it, yes.

. Q Can you give -us any 1nd1catlon of what klnd of new.
tlmetable we're dealing with?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No.
Q Are we dealing with weeks instead of months?

' Q Does this change the administration's view of that -
from last week when the President himself first expressed concern
about the pillaging of Kuwait?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, I don't know that there's been a
change since last week.

, Q Is there anything in partlcular that caused the
meeting to run long -- something the Amir wanted to discuss that

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, I don't think so.

Q General, you had said that if they cut off food to
foreign natlonals, that would be considered an act of aggression
against Americans. :

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: It would be added to a long, long
list. :

Q Would we do anything -- are you making a threat that
we --= ‘

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, I'm not making a threat, any more
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than surrounding our embassy the way they have, and cutting off
water, electricity and so on is an act of aggression.

Q General, Congressﬂan Aspin today at a breakfast with
a number of reporters was suggesting that, in fact, he anticipated a
war by the first of the year. He gave a number of reasons, including
the plllaglng of Kuwait and the fact that biological weapons
stockplles would be militarily significant by the first of the year
- Iraqls. Does he know what he's talking about?

, GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I'm not going to touch that one.
Thank you. (Laughter.)

Q Does the pillaging of Kuwait and the cutting off of
food -- does that increase the pressure on the United States to go to
the U.N. and ask for some sort of resolution that specifically
mentions the military option?

GENERAL‘SCOWCROFT: That's one of those things which is
conceivable, yes. :

Q And it does heighten the need for that kind of
thing? .

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: There are additional U.N. articles
which could be called into operation, yes.

Q General, was there specific discussion of the
p0551b111ty of formatlon of the U.N. force or a force under a U.N.
flag?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No, not that specific. There was a
dlscu551on of the importance, after this was resolved, of some kind
of multilateral, Arab, U.N., whatever, kind of a force to help
maintain securlty.

Q But not as one of those othe; 6ptions?
GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No.
S '_*Q““‘“Are ‘you saying --

: MR. POPADUIK: We have time for two last questions --
Helen and this one.

Q Are you saying that the President could go to the
U.N. and ask for a resolution that would include the military option?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I'm saying that there is provision
in the U.N. Charter for that. That's all I'm saying.

Q Where is that?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I think it's Article 32.

D 'Qz”$$WET?Egﬁdﬁ’téIETﬁﬁ‘EEBHE&Eﬁiéwf?iﬁ“fa'Néﬁ?YSEk now
that's coming up?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT. No, he's not going to ask them this
trip to New York. .

MR. POPADUIK: Wendall has the last question.

Q General, can you tell us if any of the bilaterals
that the President will conduct over the next few days bear
specifically on this problem? Can you give us an idea of how?

: GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Ooh, I think a lot of them will bare
specifically on this problem. One, I can assure you that comes to
mind directly is that with Prime Minister Thatcher. *
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Q That's an obvious one. Give us some others.

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: That will clearly be the focus
there. But for a number of them -- he's meeting with Foreign
Minister Shevardnadze; it will be important on that. Well, it will
come up == as I look down, it will come up on all most all of the
bilaterals.

Q Are there any that he has specific goals for? Any
requests for money, for troops, that you're able to talk to us about
at any bilateral?

GENERAL SCOWCRQFT: No, he won't focus on that. That
was the focus of trips by Secretaries Baker and Brady, and the
response there has been good. And he will thank people where it's
appropriate and tell people that help is coming where it's
appropriate and encourage continued solidarity in this venture.

MR. POPADUIK: Thank you.

. Q On biological weapons -- it was a question that came
up earlier, General -- you were going to get back to her on that?

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: No. She asked me about congressman
Aspin, and he's quite able to speak for himself. ,

Q 'No, about developing biological weapons to a
military-significant level that could be used by the first of the
year? : _

GENERAL SCOWCROFT: I wouldn't want to talk about
biological weapons.

Q What's the status of the embassy in Kuwait? Is the
U.S. still committed to keeping it open or -- :

GENEﬁAL SCOWCROFT: It's still open.

" Q == how are they doing ondfeedséndﬁsupplies?
‘GENERAL SCOWCROFT: Pretty good so far.
THE PRESS: Thank you. |

END 2:39 P.M. EDT



Affairs Secretary accused ABC
News of a lack of objectivity
and balance.

VA ADMINISTRATOR DERWINSKI:
I am upset at the fact that the
public would think that we in
the VA are mistreating and not
performing to proper standards
in treating our veterans.

JAMIESON: Despite  his
criticism of the broadast,
Derwinski is dispatching a team
of inspectors to ianvestigate
the care at the VA's Wade Park
Hospital.

Bob Jamieson, ABC News, New
York.

NBC NIGHTLY NEWS
7:00 PM

NBC TV
SEPTEMBER 28

Emir of Kuwait Meets with Bush

TOM BROKAW: President
Bush's patience with Irag
appears to be wearing thin, and
his National Security Adviser
Brent Scowcroft said today that
if Iragq makes good on a threat
to cut food rations to foreig-
ners, that will be taken as an
act of aggression; this as the
President met with the exiled
Emir of Kuwait.

NBC's John Cochran is at the
White House again tonight.

John?

JOHN COCHRAN: Tom, the
Kuwaiti Monarch had a grinmn
report today for President
Bush, even grimmer than
expected.

The Emir told President Bush
that reports of new atrocities
are true, that Iragi soldiers
have gone into Kuwaiti hospi-
tals taking babies out of
incubators and taking adults
of £ life-support systems.
White House aides said the
escalation of atrocities in
Kuwait could speed up any

decision by President Bush to
resort to force.

PRESIDENT BUSH: Iraq will
fail; Kuwait, a free Kuwait,
will endure.

COCHRAN: President Bush was
pleased that the U. N. General
Assembly gave the Kuwaiti
Monarch a standing ovation
yesterday. When Bush addresses
the U. N. on Monday, he 1is
likely to ask for another
resolution condemning Iraqi
atrocities. Such a condemna-
tion would help President Bush
with world opinion if war
breaks out.

Senior U. S. officials tell
NBC News there are signs that
Saddam Hussein may lash out
militarily. Saddam's belli-
gerent remarks this week may be
aimed at preparing Iragis for
war. And the recent build-up
of troops and missiles 1in
Kuwait seems ominous.

As Bush met with Kuwait's
leader, the U. S. Senate
prepared a resolution backing
Bush's Gulf policy. But some
urged the President to admit
the U. S. 1is not defending
democracy, because Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia are not democra-
cies.

SENATOR MARK HATFIELD: Why
are we 1in the Middle East
today? O-I-L. O0il.

COCHRAN: President Bush did
not urge the Kuwaiti Monarch
today to promise democratic
reforms once he is restored to
power. But White House aides
would certainly be relieved if
he made that promise any way
without being urged.




PATIENGE OF BUSH
ON IRAQ BLOCKADE
SAID 10 SHORTEN

PLUNDERING IN KUWAIT

Scowcroft Avoids Disclosing
How Long Bush Will Wait
+ for Sanctions to Work

By ANDREW ROSENTHAL
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 28 — A top
White House official said today that the
‘‘systematic destruction” of Kuwait
under Iragi occupation is shortening
the time the United States can wait for
economic sanctions to drive President
Saddam Hussein’s army out of the
Persian Gulif sheikdom. .

But the official, Brent Scowcroft,
President Bush’s national security ad-
viser, followed the pattern of White
House statements in recent weeks, and
he stopped short of an explicit warning
of American military action.

After ‘a long White House meeting
and lunch in which Sheik Jaber al-
Ahmed al-Sabah, the ousted Kuwaiti
Emir, warned Mr. Bush of the threat-
ened destruction of his country, Mr.
Scowcroft refused to say how long Mr.
Bush would wait before concluding that
sanctions against Iraq have failed.

An ‘Ambitious Dictator’

But he said “there is no question that
what is happening inside Kuwait af-
fects the timetable’”’ for that decision.
He asserted that Iraqi plundering of
Kuwait made it conceivable that the
United States would seek another
United Nations Security Council reso-
lution, possibly including an explieit
mention of the use of military force.

As Mr. Scowcroft spoke, American

intelligence reports said Iraq has de-

veloped biological weapons that will be

able to deliver significant quantities of
the deadly agents on the battlefield by
early next year. [Page 4.]

Mr. Scowcroft also said the United
States would consider it an act of ag-
gression if Iraq carried out a threat to
cut off food to foreigners in Kuwait and
Iraq on Monday. But he would not say
how the United States might respond.

The President offered a harsh con-
demnation of Iraq after his meeting
with the Emir, calling President Sad-
dam Hussein a ‘‘ruthless and ammbi-
tious dictator.”

ANew Noteof Urgency

In a statement that he read on the
White House South Lawn with the
robed Emir at his side, Mr. Bush said:
“Iraqi aggression has ransacked and
pillaged a once peaceful and secure
country, its population assaulted, in- °
carcerated, intimidated and even mur-
dered. Iraq’s leaders are trying to wipe
an internationally recognized sover-
eign state, a member of the Arab
League and the United Nations, off the
face of the map.”

Mr. Bush’'s remarks and Mr. Scow-
croft’s subsequent comments were in-
tended to send another strong signal te
President Hussein after a week of in-
ternational-condemnation of Iraq at the
United Nations General Assembly in~
New York. .

Secretary of State James A. Baker
3d today concluded a week of meetings
in New York with other foreign minis-
ters that left the impression of increas-
ing concern that only a military solu-
tion would force President Hussein
from Kuwait. -

After meeting today with the foreign

ministers of the Gulf Cooperation
Council, which includes Kuwait and its
Persian Gulf neighbors, Mr. Baker
said: “I do think there are a number of
countries that make it quite clear we
should not foreclose options. I think
there are more countries that are will-
ing now to express that view.”
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Stalling by Iraqi Chief

Administration officials said the

Tunisian Foreign Minister, Ismail
Khalil, who saw President Hussein in
Baghdad on Sunday, told Mr. Baker
that the Iraqi leader apparently still
“believes that the international coalition
| boycotting Iraq will eventually erode
and that he can hold on to Kuwait by
stalling for time.

‘“‘Saddam still doesn’t seem to have
gotten the message,” an Administra-
tion official said.

Kuwaiti officials said before the
Emir’s meeting with Mr. Bush that the
exiled monarch would impress on the
President that the Kuwaitis do not be-
lieve they can wait for sanctions to take
hold on Iraq’s economy and would
argue that, as one official put it, “mili-
tary action is the only way.”

Mr. Scowcroft said the Emir did not
' specifically urge Mr. Bush to attack
Iraq. But he said, “You could sublimi-
ngl]g' read between.the lines if you
wish.”

Stance on the ‘War Option’

" Representative Les Aspin, Democrat !
of Wisconsin and chairman of the
House Armed Services Committee,
said he believed that the Administra-
tion was ‘“looking more and more fa-
vorably on the war option’ to force
Iraqi troops out of occupied Kuwait.

But Mr. Scowcroft said, “I think we
need to at least come to sincere judg-
ment as to whether or not there is a
peaceful way to resolve this.”’

On Capitol Hill today, the Senate
began debate on a resolution that of-
fered strong support for Mr. Bush'’s ac-
tions in the gulf, but stopped short of
giving a blanket endorsement for un-
provoked military strikes against Iraq.
A vote on the resolution is expected on
Monday, when the House is expected to
take action on a similar measure.
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The Senate resolution said, ‘‘The
Congress supports continued action by
the President in accordance with the
decisions of the United Nations Se-
curity Council and in accordance with
United States constitutional and statu-
“tory processes, including authorization

- and appropriations of funds by the Con-
gress, to deter Iraqi aggression and to

protect American lives and vital inter- -

ests in the region.”

The Resolution’s Limits

" ' The resolution reflected the difficulty
for lawmakers, who endorse Presiden-
tial action so far and believe it is in
their political interest to show support
but want to be careful to withhold ad-
vance approval of actions.

Senator Claiborne Pell, Democrat of
Rhode Island and chairman of the For-
eign Relations Committee, under-
scored the limits of the resolution.

.. “This does not constitute authority
for the President to initiate unprovoked
attacks against Iraq,” he said.

The White House gave prominence to
the Emir’s visit, which came during his
first trip to the United States, in an ef-

fort to signal to the world that Kuwait. .

was still a viable, sovereign nation. Mr.
Scowcroft’s appearance at an on-the-
record press briefing was unusual;
since such briefings are normally han-
dled by a lower-level official from the
State Department.

Kuwalid l:‘,mlr-l’ralm Bush

_After the meeting, the Emir offered ‘

effusive praise of Mr. Bush in his for-
mal statement on the South Lawn.

. Speaking through an interpreter, he
said, “Your principled, coura?eous and
decisive position in the face of the Iraqi
aggression on Kuwait is a true expres-
sion of the unabated faith and commit-
ment of the American people to the hu-

manitarian morals on which and for

which . the United States of America
was founded.” :

" Mr. Scowcroft said the Emir “de-
scribed in some detail some of the
atrocities being committed by Arabs
against Arabs as well as the pillaging
and systematic destruction” in Kuwait.

He quoted the ousted leader as say-
ing that Iraqi forces are moving Ku-
waitis out of their country and there is
“widespread-looting, both private, gov-
ernment, of everything movable.”

‘ Details of Iraqi Looting
* The Emir spoke of ‘‘a case of the Ira-
gis going into hospitals, taking babies

out of incupators, to send the incuba- -

tors back to Iraq, taking other people
off life-support systems and sending
the machinery back to Iraq,’” Mr.
" Scowcroft said. :

_ Given the urgency that the Emir as-
signed to the situation, Mr. Scowcroft
was asked whether the United States
could afford to wait for the United Na-
tions sanctions to strangle Iraq’s econ-
omy. He replied: ‘‘There is no question
that what’s happening inside Kuwait
affects the timetable. There’s no ques-

~ tion about that.”

But he also said:” “The sanctions
have not been in place very long. I be-
lieve it is in everyone’s interest to see
whether or not there is a peaceful reso-
lution of this.” - '

_Mr. Scowcroft said Mr. Bush and the
Emir did not discuss specific military
options, but talked about “military
forces, their characteristics, strength,
morale and so on.” .

Mr. Scowcroft was asked whether
. the United States wanted more action

: by the Security Council, which hag al- .

| ready passed several resolutions on the
gulf crisis. He said there was no spe-
cific plan for a new resolution, but
added that “this whole element of what
the Iragqis are doing inside Kuwait to a
whole people couldtconoeivably be the
subject of another U.N. action.”

~
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