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‘and ~beited’ out h¥mself. He wes hit on .ibe head by ths tall of the plane, whioh

Qectober 13, 1944,

Dear Anm

I bave delayed in writing you for a few ceys because 1 wented to gt
as such information as possible regerding your son, wham my boy refers to as
Ted in his letters. Incidentally, my boy, whose nsme X3 George, but whom we
call Poppy, has montioned Ted in several letters during the past six months.. _E
I think the iwo boys became very good friends on the “Ham Jacinto.® ;

Ponald K. Walker, who wrote the attached letterp, 1s one of my business
agsoclates who went imte the Hevy and, being in ihe Personnsl Depertment down
there, I aaked him to check up, on the White case. The attached letter indicetes
that.the Havyta fils does nok Kisclose any cetaills, ~

: However, we received thls week a lebtiar from Pop in wnich he describes
the flight which emded so unbappily. Ted went on that t1ight. He was, es

 you know, gunnery officer on the ship bub he was emxioua Lo moka & flight, go

Pop invited him to go with aim. Perhaps he had been on obther missions. I don't :
Znow, At eny rete, they went out and apparsntly wers: attacking wshenr the ship g
was piruck by enti-eircraft fire from @ ground buttery on an island. Pop knsw s
thet the ship wes hit herd, He saw that Both of his wings were on firs and his
cebin suddenly filled with smoke. He geve the order to abendom ship immediately
over the lnter~com. He spoxe to Com. idalville, syuedron-laader, over his rsdio
end ‘told him thet he was going to abendon ship, then veered &ver to the left:

to give White end Delaney & ¢hance to bail out; Delasney being the tail gunner
who had been on every mission with Pop for months. A8 I understand it, the -
pilotts cabin is walled off S0 he.paniti.see the two mem inm back of him - one

in the widdle and the other at the tail of the plams. -Then he swung right -
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gave him quite a gash bubt he ceme to in time to pull his chute open and landed
in the weter witn terrific forgeydowa very deeply. . He remembsred hiz imstruotions
to get out of ais chuly), which he’ Gid under water,, . . S -
" When he camé to the surface he. could not see anybody. He looked for his
men snd looked for the pleme. Shortly, however, Com. #elville ceme back end
sircled eround over him, and whiles circling poimted Hit!Popls.chute’ which had
drifted on - &way over the water. Pop swam to nis chute and unfesteped tha
emergeoncy raft attached thereto, pressed the button end the raft inflated itself.
He scrambled in. Helville evidently sew that Pop was bleseding badly, so he
dropped a {irst~ald kit, which Tloeted end Pop plciked it up, &nd gave himseif
epparently = quick first-sid. In the meantime he could see no trace of.him
plene or the other men. Fearful that the Jeps would come out to. get him from
the shore he then paddled out to ses with his little paddle just as hard es he
could. Two hours later an American submarinpe surfaced. neer ndm and picked him up.

Popts letter says that Com. Melville sew oixly omne chute. open. Evidently,
he was watching, beceuse Pop had told him he hed ordersd ®abandon ship®. = .

It, therefore, must be that ielville reported White and Deleney as
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i cinto - the submerine for
misging when he got back to the "Sen Jacinta®. Pop wes ou _
neari;g s month snd we finally got & ceble from him which we presume mast hhve -

come from Pesrl Harbor.

:’gﬁtelephone -
I have not actually seen Pop's letters which wers sritsen on :
submarine, desacribing this v."l;ole affair, but when I do I will meke & srpts

from them spd send them to you. Dobtle has only sketched them to me{ to give
the high points which I have put into this letter. The fact is, however, that o
Pop is very much afreid the other two boys sre lost end he.l dces pot sctually : ©!
know wbet bappened to them. His first letter written on the submerime is
the most puthetic thing becamse it was slmost entirely devoted &p hia regrst
ebout #hite snd Deleney. They were both such wondsrful fellows, he sald, end
be just couldu't besr to think sbout them belng loat. .

It may be that you have alrveady heerd from somebslly with more details . .- - i
. sboub tbls imcidents I bope sc. I have hesitated to write myself for fesr g
‘my letter might dispel the hope wiich I xnow must be lingering stili in,yaur

heart. Perhaps infoemstion which Pop glves 13 pot conelusive and we will

atill hops and pray that such is the case. However, sfier several dsys of thinking
it over, I have concluded thet I had best write you, for hsd the tables been re-
versed I would have wsnbted you to write me. ) )

I feel very sad indeed, Ann, to write such m letisr for I know
whet the feelings of yourself and youwr husbund must be. louwr sor was such a
wonderful lad and I sm so glad thai py boy knew Alm. His letters spoke &0
highly of him. previous toc ihils disaster;snd alse, of course, bis letters
written on the submarine,arc just besri~brezeking. Owr boy is 2 vary sensitive,
gentle fellow, and I sm feerful ibat this incident will heve hurt him very '
daej:ly. .

This ia the third plape that Pop lost. Inm Jume he was plcked up .
off the Ocesn by an Americen deatroyer. I wish they would ssnd him home mow. =~ .- i
If he does come hemz I will let yom know baceuse psrhaps you or your husband
would want %o s2¢ him. I Enow he would want to see yom.

I will write you later on enclosing exact oxcerple from his letiters.

I can't posaidvly tell you how ushappy Durothy sud 1 are aboub Ted
and how deeply we feel for you and your husbend.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Edwin White, ‘ |
767 Goodridgs Ave., |
St. Pa‘ll’ " §im. ' ‘
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EDWIN WHITE
ENDICOTT BUILDING
ST.PAUL MINN.

Zone 1
October 20, 1944

Dear Pres:

In view of your long acquaintance with Anne, the friendship of
our sons, and our connection with New Haven, I know you will excuse the
informality, though I have met you only once eand then for just a few min-
utes,

I want to say with great emphasis that Anne and I are deeply
grateful to you and your wife and to Pop. The letters you have sent us
are & tremendous help to us. They are frank and clear, sympathetic and
understanding, and we will always be grateful for them. We appreciate
more than we can express your feelings and your sonfs feelings. It is
clear beyond guestion from letters from Forrest Daniels, a young flier
from St. Paul named Grant, and from the Squadron Commander Melvin that
Pop did everything in his power to take care of the two men who were lost.
Our hearts ache for Pop but he should have no regrets except for the loss
of two friends and fellow herces and T am sure that you have reassured him
in every possible way. Needless to say, I will write to him and will tell
him bhow grateful we are for his efforts in behalf of thess two boys, un-
questionably at the risk of his own life. It saems to me that it would
improve the morale if all navsl fliers knew that when three, or even two,
of their 'planes had been shot down, they would be granted leave or assigned
to other duties. We hope and pray that your boy will be returmed safe and
sound before too long. In the meantime, we understand the load you are all
carrying.

It would indeed be ungrateful of us to fail to treat Pop's intimate,
beautiful letter in the strictest confidence. We appreciate your sending it
to us and the least we cem do will be to keep it to ourselves. No one but
Anne and I will see it. We feel, as you state you would under similar circum-
stances, that we must Xnow all the facts and the letters you have sent us,
while very sad, contain the information which, if it had to be, we were so
anxious to receive.

Our letter from Forrest Daniels, dated September 6, received September
=7, states, "I know you will sgree with me that in no way was the pilot to blame
for what happened, and that he, himself, got out is something 0 be really grate-
ful for in this tragedy."

We will be most anxious to see you and Mrs. Bush and Pop and I can
only repeat, we can never thank you enough for the information ¥ou have given
us and for your sympathetic understanding.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

(S10N

EN:HA

Mr. Prescott S. Bush
59 Wall Street
New York, N. Y.




