Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:
S 2011-2184-F

FOIA

MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

Record Group/Collection: Donated Historical Materials
Collection/Office of Origin: Bush, George H.W., Collection
Series: Personal Papers

Subseries: World War II Correspondence

OA/ID Number:
Folder ID Number:

Folder Title:
September 1944

Section: 2 Position:

1 2




Sentember 3,134L

Dear ¥other end Ded,

This will be the first letter vou heve gotten
fron me in & good long-while. I wish I cculd tell you .that as I
write this I an feeling well and nepuny.rhvsically I am C.X,,but
- I é¢m troubled inside end with good cause.,fere is the whole st-ory
et leest &s. much of it as I.am allowed to relste right now.

Testerday was a dzy which will long stend in
Ay MENOry.L was cn & bombing hop with Dlaney &s my radiomzn snd
it.(i.g.)Ted White as ay zunner.ze ¢id not useully fly,but = asked
2in if he would like to gc with ae and he wanted to.we had the
usual joking zrouné In thie readyroom about having to beil out ete.- .
at that time it =2l1 s=zened do friendly and innocent Sut novw it seens
awful and sinister.

P

I will have to skip 211 thg details of the ZX

attack as they would not pass the censership,but the fact remains -

| that we got hit.The cockpit filled ¥ith smoke znd I told tze boys

| in back to get their parachutes on.lhey &idn't answer at 2ll, but

| I looked around ané couldn't see Ted in the turret so L assumneé he

| had gone below to get his chute fastened on.I headed the plane out

| to sea and put on the throttle so as.vie could get away froa the

. y land as much as possible,l &m not too clear about the next parts.

| {:; Ixkxx I told them to bail out,and then I czlled up the skipper and
told him I was bailing out.My crewmen never acknowledged either .
transmission,and yet the radioc gear was working-at least mine
was and unless they had been hit back there theirs should have
been,asince we had talked not .long before.l heard the skipper say
sotiething but-things were henpening so fast that I don't zuite
remember what it was.I turned the pnlane up in &n ettitude so &s
to take pressure off t.e back hatch so the boys could get out.zifter
that 4 straightenend u- andstarted to get out myself.it thzt tine
I felt certain that they h:d bailed out.The coctpit was full of
srioke and I was choking from it.I glanced at the wings and noticed
that they were con fire.l still do not “row where we got hit &nd
never will.I am now beginning to thins that nerhass some of the
fragments may heve wither %illeé the two in =zec'z,or posziklr
“neckeé out their coaqwnications.

Fortunately L had fastened all my gﬁgxptlstraps

i o I haé left my hetch open,somethlng .
E:ggfg gg:ndéggnzn%e?iie.Just the cday before % had_asked the ?klpper
and he advised leaving it open in a dive,Fhe jump itself wesn't
too bad.l stuck my head out first end tae old wind really blew 1€
the rest of the way out.I do remsmber tuggipg at my radio cord «
which L had fergotten to unplug.is L left tae ulane_ny_heid struc!
the tail.l now ha¥e a cut head and bruised eye but it is fer froa

i A 3 i Y i i d too soon for
serious.After jumping,: must have nilled the rlﬁc?r oD, ToF
when I was floating down,” looked up at_the canony and sever L o e

i the panels were all rijfped out.Just as I got floating down,-

: 2. .1y.There was__
# volane strire the water KHQXKkEExEHzZ,In the wmeantime,I noticed FF 1
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a liferaft down in the water.Not until 1ater did I discover_that it
was mgne that was supposed to be attached to my lifejacket.I had
forgotten to hook 1t on,and when I lef? the plane it had come losse
and had -fallen into the water.Fortunately,the wind didn't cerry
me too far-away from the raft.The entrance into the water was not too
bad.I had unloosened several of sy chute siraps so that when It
came to getting out of tke herness I wouldn't have too many buckles
to undo under X¥xk the  water.l went farily deep under when I hit,but
not deep enough to notice any pressure or anything.I shook the harness
and the wind carried the-chute away on the water.The wind was blowing
towards shore,so I made every effort to head the other way.The skipoper
saw me and he saw my xX raft,so he made a pass over it 1o point it =mX
out to me.Il had infleted my mae west and then started swimming towards
the raft.Fortunately,the fall nadn't injured the boat,so it inflated

" easily and i struggled "inot it.I then realized that T had overexerted

myself swimming,because suddenly + Telt quite tired.* was still afraid
that the wipd would taxe me in closer SO I pegan paédling.It was a hell
of a job to keep the water out of the raft.In fact I newer did get it
bailed out completely.At first I was scared that verhaps a boat would
put out from the shore . hich was very clase by,but I guess our planes
made them think twice aboub that.® few Tighter planes stayed nearby t
the whole time until I was rescued and. you can imagine how comféfortable
thet was.One of them came right over me and dropped me some .Jnedical s
supplies which were most welcome,since I had no jdes how badly cut

up I was.lt turned out to be slight,bul did use the iodine anyway.

I nad some dye marker attached to my life jacket and also there was
some in the raft so I sprinkled & bit of that on the water so the
planes could see_me easily.Il took inventory jof my supplies and
discovered that I had no water.the water had ‘broken open whet the

raft fell from the plane I imagine.l had e mirroor and scme other
equipnent,and also was wearing my own gun and knife.

There was no sign of Del or Ted anywhere around,I looked
as I floated down and afterwards kept my eye open from the raft,but
to no avail.The fact that our planes didn't seem to be searching
anymore showed me ¥%xax pretty clearly that they had not gotten out.
Itm afraid I was pretty much of a sissy.about it cause I sat in my
raft and sobbed for awhile.It bothers me sO VeIry much.I did tell them
and when I bailed out I felt that they must have gone,and yet now
T feel so terribly responsible for their fate.0h" . R
s0 mgch right now.ZPerhaps as the days go by it will al change agm
and I will be able to look upon it in a different light,

I fioated aroung for a couple of hours during which time
I was violently sick to my stomach, XrmuxwixixIxgza and then the planes
started zoczing me,pointing cut my position to my rescuers.iou can
inagine how happy I was vhen I saw this submarine hove into view.
They pulled me out of the reft and tookx me below where taey fixed
me u» in grand style.”s L yrite tzis I an aboard the sub -dontt know
how long +will he hereg,or when * will get mac% ¢ the sguadéron,

~s _ szid physically * am 0.X. The fopd sboard here is
unequalled anywiere I ehve ever seen.: an getting nlenty of %leed
and am even standing watches so taat I will zet the zir occaissinnally.
iy back &ched as did my leg le st nite,and glso my seat was & it
‘ore from the chute strens,wut the avzrmacist wate rubbed 7€ down snd

- . 1
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today I feel much bvetter.last nite I rolled and tossed.l kevt relikving
the whole expgrience.My heart aches for the femilies of those two

voys with me .Yelaney had always been a fine loyel crewmaa.nis

devotion to duty was et all times- highly commenéable and his
personality == most pleasing.l shzll most certainly write to

his family after I am sure thay have been notified by the Bureau.

hs for_Ted White,l have spoked of wim several times in

my letters before. © vias the fekdw from Ysle,one class ghead of Stu
Clemat. He comes from 5t .Paul Minn,%White Bear Take to be exact.Perhaps
Dad, you Xnow the remily.If so do not write them until rou get the .word
from me or elswhere that the family has been officially notified.
There is & possibliltiy that they parachuted znd B aidi8t 'see them, bu
1 am afraid Xk it is quite Temote &s ¥e received & message aboard -

- here last nite saying that only one chute oveened,.all in 211 it is
terribly discouraging and fran<ly it bothers =e a good deal.

ag tine goes by, + shg}}wqqd bits to this letter and will
majis it at oy earliest possible Sligtasidn I shall do the sameé by
Bar,but shall not go into detail like thais over my experience SO axxE
please read her the parts of this letter which might interest her.
It's a funny thinog how much I thazght about Bzr during the whole
experience.What 1 wouldn't give to be with her right now.Just to
see 2%3} ;pgely fage & 4 those beautiful eyes anpd to know she was
by my siﬁe.xﬁiéﬁ% nowv long to be with you sO much.To be with gpu
.(f} both xmxyfx and to be with Bay is.my main desire-at jeast.it won't
be too long,the time is golng by quite rapidly.t = - -
. Plezse ewxcuse all my misspellings-they are caused not from
ignorance but from carelessness in onerating this machine.: i )

'much much love to you ell,

your ever devoted -ané loving son,
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, Sx_:nir.'éﬁh_ el e
'1sged writing Par a long letter - S
_ vigione-for you,l did- tell Bar all '
about what Ek happened 150 dlsregard the Dart I Wrote in the

flrSu part of this. concernlng tha

fford:me-a. good c Bhee. to get ]
Frash ; re submerged Imam utter Fins eLeds T
hut § auday-6 8PM=and
-6 | ~

S = AlNer foodicon.;nues to be ex ellent{w1th steaks

ream chicken  etc in a@bundance,You aotu 118 b

" how goo the chow.isis0f courge thay have: '

COmplement of off cers to pr;nare'for but™ s 111 the- food
- thHaL- ) comaerlson.ﬂs “for slee

NP P
I,have

rmornlng Oh yes theyeventnave~mov1es’Eb‘aru'evry
! W_them Ain. the crews m3531ng compa:% _nt'whlch

oneratuons 50 far lelﬂg and 'ubmerglng haven't hurt my ears: R
at all,&nd, evrythlng about this.life agrees with .me,L- thlnﬁ e ey
I weyld 55411 prefer lelng,31nce you aré out in’ the open SO L. e
mych mpre,but thlslwould be my second chmlce. -
v 519 the ofilcers and creW'too Ere Just as niee- i -
as they can ‘be.LThe, Captaln 1s ap “each, Ije eats “his meels Wlth .
ug in“the wardroom and is Just (88 gooé a. guy.-as you ' d want to’ o
meet., Yesterday L got .a hunk of llferaft and stamned the name R
HETthe shin‘end“the“date*onrat“and*then&iiwtheﬁefficereeﬁe - -

signed -it. iheg also’ tock sSome, pic¢ture the day they brought me
aboard Whlch w111 try to ged hold of to brlna .home, Wlll rultnow
I ) oo s mach love, /éﬁu . Tf“ - S

- e _._.l,_r__._.h_..._ﬂ_ui._._... ——— R
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3atypady Sept 16th .
Dear 3um and Dad,

Several days have slipped by since I last
sut down before this machine- days not without excitément,
but unfortunately the details will have to remain unrelated for
the present,.
R

5 Gradually I am becomingmore used to this life.
it Tirst I missed my daily bath but now I am used to my weekly
one.I will ‘saysthat:Ixcertainly:do.iook forward to the day
when my bath ds.-dwe.Today :was: the big day.Water is precious.:bub -y
soap is plentiful,so I soap and soan and finally rinse.lt is o
amazing how much better I fegl after this weekly pleasure.’With
my bath comes a clean set of clothes.I hate to have to borrow

other peoples things,but unfortunately I came e~uipped only with

pants,drawers and flying Jacket.They neve a lavundrymsn aboard
which helps some. ..

I have beén on the mid watch for the last dew
days.That puts me on watch from 12-2 at nite end from 12-3 durlng
the day.This way I get a little sun once 1n awhile.If we are
submerged I don't stand a watchfor -obvious reasons.

There is a fellow aboard here named Jerry
Redmon.He graduated from Hervard in '.42.They liye right next
dcor practically to the Lovetts cn Long Island-Glen Cove I
believe.

The food continues tc be excelleht.i have not beeen
sleeping as .ell lately,and 1 am sure it 1s because I never
get any excercise,l could take calisthenics I suppose.l better
start soon because I rezlly fto feel sluggish and rotten without
at least & trot down the old flight deck,

I am certainly eager to get back to the sjuzdron
now.It seems like ages since I have been back.I can just picture
the letters on ry desk and i long to be able to tear into them.

T nzven't heard froam Bar in almost a =onth now.Did I tell you
about my gotee.Ilt started off beautifully,but gradu.llly developed
into & joxessort of like Gruff's moustache,sc teday off it _came,
if worse cume to worse X,however, I am now convirced that |

I could grow mEE & Tairly presentable gotee,ziven plenty of tine.
iost of the enlisted smen aboard heeg have big full faced besrds

It is indeeed uite a sight

I have been doing ~uite a hit & reading lately.
Retreat From Rostov;and Jos Passo's "Number One" plus "Captain
from Connecticut” and now "The Robe".Ths letter amnezls to 1e
a great deal.3o far I have only read a hundred naces or so dut
it has been deeply =z=bsorblng.

) T wonder if you havs seen Bar slnce you 12ve been
backt froza “leine,I imagine so if she didn't go Taclt to college.,

By now “ence is undoubtedly back a2t collere aréd Buel and Jokn
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almost rady for school now,~heere is Buck g01nP to go?In one

of your letters you sald thaet Pres was coming North for a weel or
sp to see about his eyes.l wonder if he made it.I feel so darn
out of touch with you and I hat the feeling.This great distance
seens so much closer when 1 -have your letters to *all back on.

Xy eye has completely heeled now-there is no scar and the
only visivle sign of Xk the accident is a vblg bare spot where
eye brow should be growing.They were all klddlng me because

L have no scar or evidence of ny wound now by which I can
claim. the PUdPLE &eart.me R M PR R PR

1 5u§11 think atout the accident: & good deal B8O many ...
thing that could have done come to my mind zxd-snd hother ne.
It was terible thlnc ajright. .

Getting on to another subject.Did you ever see that
Oakes girl with the Tunny maxzx nick- -hane, I can't remember it
for the life of me.She was ay downfall. hope your last letters
have. 1nclgded bits of news sbout id,Vinny,Red Dog,etc.Perhaps .
some day 111 run inot them out here T hone ,however,that it i
will not be out here,but at the field Club or some such spot.
RIERE

Well, L have rambled on long enaugh,and shall secure for

now. he ste&ms are on the tahle,iluch much love to all the
afaily and to yourselves,

" |

n,ﬁ

[APREE
'
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GB HANDWRITING Septenber 2Bth

Degr ium and Dad,

snother week has slisved by since =y last
letter.Not a great Geal has hanopened,bnd we are still at sea.
I am more anxious tiaan ever to get back to the squadron,and
am hooing that it- will not be too —me™ longer.You should be
getting this letter before too long.

Todzy is quite rough and I find that this type
vessely can really bounce arcund.so far I have not heen seasick-

T none this continues.I am now back on the 4-6 watth,alfter a week
or so on themidnite job.

7 "‘/’a--w;a" kot Loow Tikiw
R S /4 ap#"a‘&d"fi 4"*‘('
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Sept 2ﬁth
Dear ““um and Dad,

This will be the last installment before
mailing - I shall continue to write while we are at sea,
but we will get an oppurtunity to get this oft soon so
I shall seal it up and get it ready.

Today was really rough- excellent Tomboy
Weatner to say the least,l am afraid the poor Tomboy would
never have been able to weather the waves we had today though,
Theywould break over the bridge and we would immediately
duck hoping to let them pass over us+My stomech has not
bothered me today thank heavens.Remsher the Bermuda trip when
we were sick.l think perhavs I could weather it & little better

. no#,having been at sea morej;however,l still get that horrible

feellng evry so often,

I am most anxious to tmow what the bosses .
will do with us when we hit port.l am hoping that I will get
backz to-the sguadron.If nct I may get st uck in another outfit
which would be terrible,but then too I may get sent home
which would be perfect,even though I would have to travel
in a barrel and wihmout a sigh of a record or a paper with me,
Actually I do not have any idea what they will-do with me,so
it is rnot worthwhile speculating.I am hoping to get elther
back to the sguadron or to get home of course,but for love
nor money could I day what the outcome of thﬁls little
adventmre will be.

I SHadY look up fressy's father in law in
few days,maf not see him but will get in touech with him if at
allpossible.

I think you had -etter not mention the fact
that Teb White was with me to anyvone who could bossibly let it
get to the White$ unless fo r some reason you know that thev
have derfinitely been notified by the government. nq goon as I finad .
out that they have been notified I shall write to them.They
will probably receive tlie word that he is "missing in action”
so there too we will have to be tactful,

W“““,‘ shall ston tor now,I hepe this letter
does not worry y6i.Y u have told me that vou want tc know
evrything that hsppeiis,and 1 too think it is by rar better than
just getting "y, is fine" letters, I am now fine and anm
in 2ll repsscts reaﬁy tc finish up with the s- ~uadron.,l have
not forgotten what has hﬂbpened,:ut then I never shall zompleb e}y
forget about kXx=m it ;however, T3y “Pa no longer as troubled by
the trazic mishap as 1 was at tirst,

_ Mueh much love to you all,* shall write you
soon again,With much love to 2ll the faaily and to my

Barbara girl, i 2 ‘ 4
- -
AT -
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