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T2 Zonoripie Lumbassador Gecrze Z. Bush
Fervansat Representative of fhe United States

0 tre Univced Natlons
.8, ¥issZIon T¢ the Uaived Nations

vew Zorx, New York
Dear fubessador Bush:

T am oleesed to saclosge Zor your conaiersvlon the
Steceners on tne J&¥s inm Q‘,_a Which was unanimousl
acdopted yestercey oy The American Jdewish Committee at our
S5cr Anmueld Meeting.

-~

~ am &lso enclosing & 1list of The names ol Jews wWac
gre goill uelwv imprisoned in Syria, according To our most
racent information. You will note that among the aiscrim-

reguirement

=erived prominer

¥
Al

b
]

Q

YoUng

sf Yosedce faith).®
colcr reproductions of
Syrian dew.

ntly in red cn both sides,

natory restrictions enumerated in our statemenc is tThe

that "Jews must carry Clstinctive identity cards
"musawi™
I am taking tre liberty of enclosing
the official identity card of a
This shows graphically that

(menber

in

addition

To the customafy entry for re11g¢oq —-— which appears in

smasl letters

in plue ink and is

founé axrso on Christian

258 Muslim identity cards —-- the Jewish identity card
unicuely has the word "musawi® wrivten aliso in large red

lette

ers diagonally across both sides.

Since the identity

card is used to regulate travel both within Syria and also
z2s the basis for travel to nearby Lebanon, the purpose of
tne special red markings is tc alert the Syrian secret and
border police to deny travel rights to Jews.

Frlie® 20 AOFTMAN, President

Zoard Chairmen

Natlena! Executive Council

CAV'S 8HEIR, Zoard of Governars
ELNIR LWINTER, Eoofd of Trustees
ERY . KLiNZMAN,

FORS 3aM - ZL, Becratary

Trezsurer

N, Assaciate Tr

MORRIS B. ABRAM, Hongrzry President

LOUIS CAPLAN, Honcrary President

IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, Honorary Presidant
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary Presicent
NATHAN APPLEMAN, Henorary Vice-Presicent
MRS, JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorsry Vice-Prasitent
JACK A. GGLDFARS, Henarary vicz-Presican:
JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, Aonorszry Vica-President
FRED LAZARUS, iR., orary V.ce-Prasioent
JAMES MARBEALL, Honorary Vice-President
WILLIAM RGSENWALD, Honorary Vice-Fresident
MAURICE GLINERT, Hoacrary Veeasures

JOHN SLAWSIN, EXvenai. Ve

T

S DiLoaun

/more
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BERNARD ABRAMS, Hartford, Vice-Prasizent
ROEERT T. CUTLER, Philadelphiz, Vice-President
MRS, RUTH R. GODDARD, New York, Vice-President
DAVID GOLDWASSER, Atlantz, Vice-President
ANDREW GOODMAN, New York, Vice-Presioent
ARTHUR N. GREENESERG, Lot Angees, Vice-Pres.dent
LEWIS S, GROSSMAN, Detreit, Vice-Presioans
RAYMOND D. NASHER, Dallas, Vice-President

SAM RUBINSTEIN, Seattle, Vice-Presiaent
ALFRED'I. SOLTZ, Cleveland, Yize-Frasicer
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%ooab*y ot accidental that when Syrian
“omeh in his ietter to you of March 30,
to haeve circulated as a United Naviocns
12 of 4 april 1g72Y various press clip-
vart of the New York Times article or
h reproduced this Jewish idencity card.
gest that you request that the identity
gn official document of the Ceneral
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Lasembly.

to nave the opportunity of discussing these
o personally tomorrow, but I regret That an
angeable DTiOf ccomitment prevents me from participating
he meeting. However, I have asked Dr. George E. Gruen,
merican Jewish Committee's dist 1ngulshed Specialist on
East affairs, to attend on my beéhalf.

Mey I ak h 8 cpportunity to aaaln express our ap-
preciatior or your dedicated elforts ©o propect
mumen 1gptb in generel and to alleviate the plight of Jewish
minoritles in varsicular.

Xind regards and best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

g

/'/ - a’/'
’// J/‘//i : ro e
Hoffman ;//

President

encl
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. T1-900-53
TEE AMIRICAN JEAISH COMMITTEE

STATZMENT CN THI JEJS IN SYRIA

Trhe anmerican Jewisn Committee expresses 1ts deep con-
cern over whe continuing persecution to which the Syrian
Jewlsn community 15 being subjected.

A

A% leszst -1 Jewish men and three Jewish women, charged

ing to leave the country, are presently still in

t0 be hoiding Mr. Albert Elia, the leader of the Lebanese
Jewish community, in e miiitary prison in Damascus. Mr.
¥lie was kidnepped last September while on his way to the
Synagogue in Belrut and taken ecross the border by Syrian
agents. .

Imprisdned Jews have generally been denied legal counsel
and have been subjected to various forms of torture and degre-
dation. The Syrian secret police -have also cruelly interro-
gaﬁed their relatives and the relatives of others who have
either fled the country or were suspected of attempting to
do so.

The efforts of young Jews to flee the country reflect
the growing desperation resulting from the harassment and
discriminatory measures to which the members of the Syrian
Jewish community have been subjected for years,

There is a total ban on Jewish emigratibn. Movement of

Jews within the country has also been severely restricted.
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A special permit is still required for a Jew tc travel more

then three miles from his home éistrict, although the Syrian

authorities have recently begun to issue such permits more

~

readily., However, despite the pledges of the current regine
to end the a:bitrary arresfs and other violations of human
rights practiceg by its predecessors, discriminatory restric-
tions continue to be imposed on the Jews. These include:

In addition to a total ban on emigration,
Jews are denied the right even to visit
relatives abroad. In contrast, Moslem and
Christian Syrians now are readily able to
leave the country and can visit neighboring
Lebenon without even obtaining a passport.

Jews must carry distinctive identity cards
marked Prominently in red on both sides
"musawi' (member of Mosalc faith).

A variety of economic restrictions including
prohibition of employment as officials in
government offices, public bodies or banks;
dismissal without compensation and revocation
of licenses; orders to Army personnel and
government employees not to buy in Jewish-
ovned stores; a ban on the sale by Jews of
their houses or other real estate, and govern-
ment seizure of the property of Jews who die
and have relatives abroad.

A Higher Committee for Jewish Affairs (com-
posed of representatives of the Interior
Ministry and the security services) maintains
a constant surveillance over the Jewish com-
‘munity and carries out arrests, interrogations,
and sudden house sesarches,

The American Jewish Committes appeals to the United
States Government to intensify its efforts through the
United Nations and other diplomatic channels to call upcen
the Syrian authorities to release the persons being unjustily

imprisoned, to end the persecution of the small remnant of
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this ancient &nd once flourishing Jewish community, and to
pvermit the departure of those Jews who wish to emigrate. We
note that there are sizable Jewish communities of Syrian
ofigin in'the United States and various Latin American count-
ries which have indicated their readiness to aild theilr

Syrian brethren. We urge neutral governments to redouble
their efforts with the Syrian authorities to permit the
emigration of all Jews who seek asylum among their relatives
and friends in free coun%ries. We call on al1 persons of
good will in the United States and other countries of the

civilized world to Join in this humanitarian appeal.

Adopted at the 66th Annual Meeting
Americana Hotel

New York

Sundey morning Plenary Session

May 7, 1972
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. COMMITTEE OF CONCERN

One Willlom Strezt, Naw York, M. Y. 10224

Photo Copy Preservation

Gan. Lucius D, Clay, U. S, Army {Rot.) March 2 » 1972

Chalman

Dr. Morrla B, Abram .
Mr. Leuls 5. Avchincloes JEWS REPORTED IMPRISONED IN. SYRIA
Hon, Gaorga W. Ball
Dr. Samuel Belkin

Mr, Algemon D. Black

Or. Ira Elssnateln Syrian Citizens
Dr. Lovis Finkalatoln
Hon, Arthur J, Goldbarg Men

Mies Halon Hayen

Mr, Willlam J, vandoreHeuvsl
Mon. Hubant H. Humphroy
Dr. Homer A, Jack

Prol. Soymour M. Lipost Blanga, Azur, 27
Mr, Robort Lowesll

Mr. Archibatd MacLeleh
Mr. Denald H. McGannon
Prol, Robor K, Morion

Ariel, Jack

Bisso, Simon, 18

Mr, Arthur Millsr Hamra, Isazc, 2l
Hon. Roben D. Murply
Dr. Jan Pogonek Hebb, Moussa, 22

Rev. Dr, Jamoo Y. Parkon
Prol. Ialdor I, Rabf

Mir, Bayard Auailn Kat rl L MOi S€, 6 0
Mr Theodore Soransen
D1, C. Thomas Spiz, Jr. Katri, Nissim, 2 8

Dr. Frenk Siznton
Adm. Lowla L, Strousn

Miru-Atar, Jack, 27
Mougrabi, E11, 22
Saadia, Abdo, 19
Swed, Joseph, 25
Women

Saleh, Rimz - Sentenced to § years'in:1959-

Sameh, Simha n n "
Naejjar, Jamila no " S

Believed arrested but wheresbouts unknowuwn :
Katri, Victoria, 55; and daughter Lisette, 13.

Lebanese Citizen

Elia, Albert, 68, belileved being held in Syrien
mllitary prilson in Damascus.

The Committes of Concern Is & non-sactarian groun of Amarlcans from varloua walks of lifo, who
aro united in thoir humanitarian concem o ollzvicte tho plight of minoritios in Arsb countrics.
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whe {ront of the jaentity card of a Jewish voutn who szcaped from Syrid. The diagonal
writing oa the eard, going from lover feit Lo upper right, indicates that the cardielier
is Jewish. The boy’s photograph «nd name have beex covered to conccal his ideniity.
i :
i A 17-year-old Jewish hoy
said at & news conierence
here yesterday ihat although
he managed (o escape Irom
Damascits [ouUr MONihs &0
‘ale 5,000 Jews in Syria live

0\!@&‘00000’."0@0

constant viclence but “a feel
ing of continual fear and 2
ferling of perpetual danger.”

Every night at 9 .M., he
said, every Jewish housenoia

of Lucius D, Clay, the tetired
seneral who is chairman of
the Commitice of Coicern
for Minorities in Arsb Coun-
wies, st o« meddng inm hi

Carnegie Intermaiional Cen-

‘under constant terror, with
_frequent arrests and foriure.
" Coneealing his name 10

ter, 345 East 46th Streat.
_The youngZ escapoe
with his ‘back to tetevision

sut

must report-The absence of
any person. who has not
come home yet Ailer report-

protedt raaidves i Syria, ko cameras as he was oues- ing. he said, they were ques-
told his story through an in- tioned. tioned all night as possinie

ces

enmvenray undep, the 3050
.

The vouth did not chavge

accomplices..

1paw:dO O 00‘:'39000'.\009@

- . N - . et N ) - ’
pres e Yammirbamyg \\l‘"'t_!“' ﬂd )
b et e ca T r—————— 8 GV LA e FLET AL S i LI, e - H Do : i - o) .
- [ SR N R ER S LI e T cvmd i z
| - ; vt s e
-,
.- - )




.
-~ ..-‘“

s 1 .

Photo Copy Preservaiion

1/50.33%/0.22

nEin AL

LT

-t A

S -
e mEwars umnd

41 et e

o

Ia

adlm®

s

~ 0
ol

.
e
i
X
pored
I
ST G

i ol
1

i i e
RS U T

!

4 thvee U
ing, onswan

o7 s diand
a5 Sl DRSS

e 8 e AR e

" T

v

RS

Q=

- '
e M e = N

Terpgusirous” -

sarbe
Prcaes
Y IL ~

ROV o

[P e S

Bl ]

=

-
b

It

pet4.3
ction

JOWs, LS
A g
G, WOW L

2fost wase

a their fricads

Tadt .

Mz bsciutely

[ § o Alern
conbrany o Hil

Yoo Siofah o

R PO )
Attt ke 3
L OORASULISL -

Ve
i

e e N L o ol ol J el
Javes woT: SELZ cohia

o~ rrnt? T e Tre gmen— o,

phetert ) alnin Byrin LSS
T lamd pprairmpte s T

ol that ecunllyns S0lias

ornel. Govira
o i~ y
tlons QoY JeWD &
- RN
condesl businasiy
e,

LY, Yol
SoL .

coureas™ in Syrid’ LV oI

[ — e d T - ' - P o 2 i
W AheEegheey o Simasad what fae youis
. ) - - R R
. - ' EE e <
= S ) - . f - .
Ty LT . . ep= SISO, et AW AT 5 . .
v TR HEW Y FRILAY A :
b - —— - e -
. . ' - H AL o . 0 - -
[ . - . .

Toysar-tic Jewlch Roy
o news confToncs
=sterday that Hinauia

Conce tis nade 1o
ratect relatives in Syriz, St

toi¢ his stery througza an
terpreter under tae

of Lucius Th. Clay, the

atnezal who is chnimien of
Coutt
Arab Coune

the Comamitize of
for Minorities In
trizs, ot

ne  youhz ¢scipee S
h his back o tezlevision
CZ!'A(_:F&S A ot WIS

agm

Juazs

tiGaed, ) e
Tue youth did pot charze

ool parpzieal &

Zvery migho al O
Zxid, every Jutyisn B
fnust remort ihee




/enmbossed Syrian goveranment seal
eagle with three stars/

Syrian Arab Republilc
Ministry of Intorior

S : s
<4 ceneral Directorate of Civillan Status
.-
. : Personal identity certificate
i » I . ;[ b )
province area | secretariat of ! no. of certificate

L

civlil record

v T o1

f {(handwritten no.
g : coverad up)

Damaea ﬁ cu s
i

date of issuance June 29, 1970

expiration date June 28, 1975

name and sipgnature of offleial issulng certificate (signature) =

name and signature of secretary of clvilian record (signature)

number (number obscur=d to protect identity)

offlcial stamp and seals

NOTE: Word Jewish written in large RED letters ’
diagonally across boih pages ; :




{Unofficial translation’ Photo Copy Preser\fati =

of Syrian Identity Calu)

»

(right inside pags wita photogra h). {(underlined words are printed, =i
- others are handwritten) R

Flrst name and family nane (answer coversd to protect identity)
father's name . K .
Yiother's name and maiden name i
place and date of birta " Damascus, Aug. 25, 1954
relligion Jewlsn .
marital uuatuv single

dccupation (blanh on orininal)
address (an address in the Jewish quarter)

place and number of resistration

date of registration September 1954
plood tyve (stamned in ink) B+ positive .
left thusd print (fingerprint irpression)

é

entity

shoto with face cobscured te protect 1




Change of place o

=N
o
oy
o]
—
v

(blank)

[P

LI L

| I

(in RED) given with the authorizatior of the migration

office (syrbol and number) June 10,

place of business

(blank)

military service (blani)

place issued (blank)

social securitv no. (vlank)
no. cf vwork asernit (blank)

"Jewish®™ written
both outside pag

1970

-3““

T e N T LT

aAcross

e TL e,




{Unofricial translation]

of Syrian Identity Cord)
o
b _
W {(right inside page with phot craph) (underlined words are printed,
: others are nandwritten)
Flrst name und fardly nane {(answer covered to protect identity)
. father's nzme ) " g
“ wother's name and paiden nsne " . :
place and date of birti Damascus, Aug. 25, 1954 )
religicn Jewish : v ’
marital status sinzle
occupation {(blank on orizinal)
Al
address (an address "in the Jewish quarter) L
g place and number of reglistratien
. date of reglstration September 19514
| blocd tyoe (stamped in ink) D+ positiwve . <o X
| K ieft thumb nrint {fingerprint iwpresslon)
shoto with face obscurad te protect ldéentity
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q CONFERENM OF PRESIDENTS
(o MAJOR 1.1

515 PARK AVENUE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022
PLaza 2-1616 .

Cable Address: EdJOGHA

&‘mmn"‘ : onmrnrmm B

i AMERICAN IBHAEL PUBLIC
. '_'- AFFAIRS CDHMIWEE i

. e L
i AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

. . ET AT .
¥ TYAMERICAN TRADE UNION . -, : His Excellency
ah COUNGIL for HISTADAUY Mr. George Bush -
K Fmsmcm ZIONIST Fenemmou - Permanent Representat:u{e of the_
, s e p United States of America to

§ 7 ENAl phmH: LT . .*: the United Nations

799 U.N. Plaza
New York, New York 10017

AT
Toe

jff=gem" L CONFERENCE OF
i - AMERICAN RABBIS
- Sir: -

, GOUNCIL bF JEWISH Fsosnmons - ol

-

a ;.

1.7 ¥ - ind WELFARE FUNDS (obnanrar)

- . . .. I want to thank you once again on behalf of the American
i “HADASSAH '5_" R - Jewish Community for the keen and continuing interest you

‘ F ot " are showing in connection with some of our concerns.

:u-:wrsn ‘LABOR commmse . .

J :L;J"E;wsﬂ nsco}q;x:ralioT|0ler ‘ Most particularly, we are grateful for your specific inter-
+oyvg FOUNDATION . . .. - " est in the problem of Syrian Jewry and for your arranging

g Vi ! our meeting with Secretary General Waldheim.

Fu afswusn WAR VErERANS - .

, {OF THE USAX" . o

I.

W forthcoming .
i mzmcm HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI

vae
& "

ain 'i’n a ec ion
_NATIOI_‘IAL COUNCIL-OF ™ Ag s ppr iation,

v

LT
' 4 YOUM@ ISRAEL. »

e ot B T )
' NATIONAL. JEWIaH l::m«mmmwg et

%~ RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNGIL - 77 ¢ . .

I .
: -m'nomu-. JEWISH WELFARE BOARD
i g . 1. ‘, » -
7 HOFITH AMERICAN JEwWieR, ¢ )
5, ¢ YOUTH COUNCIL, - . '
& B ); - PN . . b
) -THE RABBINIGAL‘ABSEMBLY et

LR - -

‘».n e

. ma:mcm. couucu. OF AMERICA
A ®
umon OF AMEHIGAN HEBHEW
couaneomous‘f

.
.gf""

! C

NION OF ORTHODOX JEWIEIH R N .
,,conensomous oF mech

o armooous OF AMEHIGA ’
/‘j . e,
ioNIST OHGANIZATION
ICAN SEGT ION INC.

o S

JS'ro‘”"*" :

The delegatlon felt it was very wall received and left the
y - " meeting hopeful that some positive results would be
"_ Poalo Zlon, Farbang, Plonosr W’omon

g | " Very cordiallyyours, T
“ifiationaL council: o : o . : A : :

May 10, 1972
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cwy. " MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION | S
o ‘ ' N Photo Copy Preservation: -~

DATE; , .’ April 25, 1972
PLACE; .~ USUN

PARTICIPANTS;: Jacob Stein, President of United SvnaEOgues
. . - of America and Chairman of the Council
of Presldents of American Jewish Organizations
" Yehuda Hellman, Executive Director af the- :
' Council of Presidents
-Rabhi Israel Miller, President of the Amarican
S Zionist Federation
;;Philip Baum, Associrte Executive Director qf
AR “the American Jewlah Congress .
*. Rabbi’ Abraham Hecht; ‘Syrian Jewiah Synqgogue
MO of Ocean Parkway )
... -Ambassador Bush, USUN .
;. Messrs, Lias e
i Newlin =~ "
Combs w

DISTRIBUTIQN: Ambassadar Bush\//
¢ st. 3o Ambassador Phillips
Ambgassador Bennett
Ambassador Schaufele
" ' Messrs. Lias
Newlin -
Naas
. - King
- Stillman
I0/UNP

-BUR - Mr, Davies

- EUR/SOV

. AmEmbasgy BEIRUT

. AmEmbassy MOSCOW . - s
Reference . - : R T |

. suBJE;_cT; ~ ' Plight of Syrien and sdgd_,et,:_-.':rews[,

- A delegation representing the COuncil of Presidents of American
" Jewish Qrganizations called on Ambassador Bush April 25 to
__diacusa the plight of Syrian and Soviet Jaws .

"'Jacoh Stein, okesman for the delegation, said he wiahed to,
yaise threq mgtters with Ambassador Bush. The first concernped
: diacrimination against Jews living in Syris. Because the US




— - : " Photo Copy Preservatioi .
| LIMITED OFFICIAL USE - 2,

did not have diplomatic relations with Syria, the American
- Jewlsh organizations Stein represented would like to explore oo
.the possiblility of asking Secretary General Waldheim to help. .
. Could Ambassador Bush accompany a delegation of American "
‘Jewish leaders on a call to the Secretary General? The meet-

ing could be without publicity, if the Secretary General

wished, and the appeal for assistance would be on compassionate

rather than political grounds. .

Ambagsador Bush said he would be glad to check with the Secre-
tary General about the gossibility of such a meeting. Meanwhile,
1t would be helpful if the Council of Presidents could prepare

& 1ist of specifics regarding the situation of Syrian Jews.

Mr. Stein agreed to provide USUN with an approprilate fact sheet.

EONELot ey fe
4 M .

WEATI ol 13

T T
(:.v’l—- o

) it iy
" PR .

Mr. Stein next raised the gquestion of Soviet Jewry. He said - “
he had ng speciflc requests but wanted to mention his organi-
zation's agsessment of the current situation. The Council

expected that some 30,000 Jews would be allowed to leave the

USSR dquring 1972. It felt the Soviets would continue to harass
applicants for exit visas, so that Jews who wished to emigrate

would have to be prepared for considerable personal sacrifice.

The Council was disturbed over the hard core of visa applica-

tions the Soviets continually denied. Stein wondered if it i
would be worthwhile to present & list of these cases to Soviet l
Permanent Represéntative Malik or tec the Secretary General. S

oy

Ambassador Bush noted that Malik had not been responsive to
~ earlier USUN requests. for assistance on specific visa cases.
- -Experience showed that in cases involving Soviet Jews who
- " intended to emigrate to Israel, the most effective channel
.o was between Israeli Representative Tekoah and the Secretary
- General. If Soviet Jewe wished to emigrate to Americe, their - . -
cases could be handled in normal US-USSR bilateral channels. B

Thirdly, Mr. Stein gald that in light of the very good relation-
ship between USUN and the Jewish community in New York, he _ s
wished to invite Ambassador Bush to speak to the leaders of . O

the community at a dinner some time in May or June, at the
Ambassador's convenience. Ambassador Bush said he would be
honored to attend and would be in touch with the Council re-
garding a mutuelly convenient date.

A8 the meeting ended, Mr. Stein sald that responsible Jewish
organizations had to be as active as possible in assisting _ T
Jews 1n Syria and the USSR not only because &f the worthiness N
of the cause but in order to discourage radical organizations C
1ike the JDL, Ambassador Bush agreed completely and said USUN .

~would do 211 it could to be of assistance, _ ' }%
-POL:RECOMbSs ;rt . - S : -lb'.' A
B .. LIMITED OFFICIAL USE | - S
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May 21, 1971

Mr. Lewis Rudin

345 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Lew:

Thanks for your letter of May 14. I hope

the lines of communication on this have

finally been untangled. I benefited very

ﬁuch from the meeting and hope the others

found it wortnwhile. Enclosed is a photo

which I thought you might like to have.
Yours very tmaly,

-

George Bush

Photo Copy Preservation




LEWIS RUDIN
345 PARK AVENUE
NEW YORK, N, Y, 10022

May 14, 1971

. Ambassador George Bush

United States Mission to the United Nations
799 United Nations Plaza
New York, New York 10017

Dear George:

I thought the meeting was great. You were
gracious as always and I believe everyone
left with the feeling and hope that working to-
gether we could accomplish some positive re-
sults.

I personally appreciate your genuine interest,

Hope to see you soon,

Sincerel

Lewis Rudin

L.R:SR
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CORRES: Emanuel Muravchick
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May 21, 1971

//

Mr. Emanuel Muravchick
Executive Director
Jewish Labor Committee
25 E. 38th Stbeet

~ New York, New York 10021

Dear Mr. Muravchlck:

I am encloeing a copy of a photo taken at our recent meet-
ing in my office. It was a great pleasure for me to get
to know you, and I hope we can keep our lines of communi-
cation open.

You may be interested to know that last Saturday I met
wlthaa group of visiting Russlan youth leaders who were
touring the United States. We had an interesting meeting
and in the course of our dlscussion I told them of the
grave concern for the treatment of Jews in the Soviet
Union and suggested that 1t would be a good experience
for these young Soviets if they would meet wlth a repre-
sentative group of responsible Jewish leaders. I also
offered to arrange such a meetlng. I have been informed
by the escort officers who traveled with the Komsomal
group that thkeRussilans felt their sechedule was too full
to accommodate such a meeting. Thelr refusal 1s probably
not surprising, but you ean be assured that the concern for
Soviet Jewry felt 1n this country was expressed to them.

Thanks again for your visit.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
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May 21, 1971

Mr. William Kaufman, President
Advisory Council

New York Board of Rabbis

10 E. 73rd Street

New York, New York

Dear Mr. Kaufman:

I am enclosing a copy of a photo taken at our recent meet-
ing in my office. It was a great Pleasure for me to get
to know you, and I hope we can keep our #tlfies of communi-
cation open.

You may be interested to know that last Saturday I met
with a group of visiting Bussian youth leaders who were
 touring the United States. We had an interesting meeting

and in the course of our discussion T told them of the
grave concern for the treatment of Jews in the Sovéet
Union and suggested that it would be a good experience
for these young Soviets if they would meet mith a repre-

- sentative group of responsible Jewish leaders. I also
offered to arrange such a meeting. I have been informed
by the escort officers who traveled with the Komsomal
group that the Russians felt their schedule was too full
to accommodate such a meeting. Their refusal is probably
not surprising, but you can be assured that the concern
for Soviet Jewry felt in -this country was expressed to
them.

Thanks again for wohtdpegby.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
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May 21, 1971

Rabbl Israel Mowshowitz
New York Board of Rabbis
10 E 73rd Street

New York, New York

.Dear Rabbi Mowshowitg:

# am sending along a picture taken at our meeting which
I bhought you might 1like to have. I found our discus-
sien most worthwhile and am 80 glad you could make it,

You may be interested to know that last week I met with
some Russian youth leaders who are touring the United
States. During the course of our discussion I told them
of the grave concern for the treatment of Jews in the
Soviet Union and suggested a meeting with a representa-
tive group of Jewish leaders. They declined because of
thelr heavy schedule but you can be sure that they are
keenly aware of our feellngs on this erucial matter,

Thanks agaln for gour visit.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

{

R
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May 21, 1971

Mr. Benjamin Epstein

National Director

Anti-Defamation League of B'Nel B'Rith
315 Lexington Avenue

New York, New York 10018

Dear Mr. Epstein:

Here's a photo from your recent visit. In my view 1t
wes a most worthwhile meeting and I hope we can keep
the lines of communicatlon open.

By the way, last week I met with some Russian youth

. leaders who were touring the United States. During
our discussion I brought up our grave concern for the
treatment of Jews in the Soviet Unlon and suggested a
meeting with a representative group of Jewlsh lsaders.
They declined, saylng that their schedule was too full.
Even though we weren't able to arrange such a discus-
sion I am confident they are very much aware of our
feelings on this vital matter.

Thenks again for writlng.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
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May 21, 1971

Mr. Jack D. Weller, Chairman
Ad Hoe Commlttee

Jewish Organizations

437 Madison Avenue
. New York, New York

Dear Mr. Weller:

Enclosed is a copy of a photo taken at our meeting which
I thought you might like to have. I hope the others en-
Joyed the viesit as much as I did. I thought 1t was most
worthwhile,

In connection with what we talked about, you might be
interested to know that last week I met with a group of
visiting Russian youth leaders and I made a point of
mentioning our grave concern for the treatment of Jews
in the Soviet Union. I suggested arranging & meeting
with a group of representative Jewlsh leaders but they
sald thelr achedule was too heavy to permit it. Never-
theless I am confldent they realize that the American
position in this matter must be given serious considera-
tion.

Thanks agaln for your visit.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

by ey e
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Mr. Edward Moldover, President

New York Chapter

American Jewish Committee .
15 E. 84th Street

New York, New York

Dear Mr. Moldover:

Enclosed 1s a copy of a photo taken at our meeting which
I thought you might 1ike %o have. I found our vigit most
worthwhile and was glad you could come.

In connection with our mutual efforts in this vital area,
you might be interested to know that lest week I met with
a2 group of Russian youth leaders who are touring our
country. I told them of our grave concern for the treat-
ment of 8bkws in the Soviet Union and proposed arranging

a meeting with representatives of the Jewish community.
They dedided, saying that their schedule wouldn't permit
it. You can be sure, however, that they left our dis-~
cussion fully aware of our grave concern for Soviet Jewry.

Thanks again for your wvisit.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
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May 21, 1971

Mr. Phillip Baum

Assistant Executive Director
Amerilcan Jewleh Congress
15 E 84¢th Street

New York, New York

Dear Mr. Baum:

This is just a quick note to tell you I enjoyed our visit
the other day and hope the others found 1t as worthwhile
as I did. I am enclosing a copy of a photo taken at the
meeting which I thought you might like to have.

You may be interested to know that last week I met with
some visiting Russian youth who are touring America.

We talked about a number of things ineluding the treat-
ment of Jews in the Soviet Union. Although I suggested
arranging a meeting with a group of Jewlsh leaders they
declined, saying their schedule was too hectiec. Never-
theless, I think they left ohp meeting knowing that our
concern in this matter i1s not to be taken lightly.

Thanks again for your visit.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
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DRAFT
M TLias:1rl:5/18/71

Dear (Fewish loaddx):

I am enclosing a copy of a photo taken at our recent
meeting in my office. It was a great pleasure for me to get
to know you?and I hope we can keep our lines of communication
open.

You may be interested to know that sm last Saturday I
met with a group of visiting Russian youth leaders who were
touring the United States. We had an interesting meeting and
in the course of our discussion I told them of the grave con-

of Jews

cern for the treatment/in the Soviet Union and suggested that
it would be a good experience for these yéung Soviets if they
would meet with a represeéntative group of responsible Jewish
leaders. I also offered to arrange such a meeting. I have
been informed by the escort officers who trave%i;d with the
Komsomal group that the Russians felt 32525 schedule was too
full to accommodate such a meeting. Their refusal is probably
not surprising,but you can be assured that the concern for

Soviet Jewry felt in this country was expressed to them.

Thanks again for your visit.

Sincerety, AL, AL g o
/

George Bush
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_RESUME OF MAY 18 IZVESTIYA ARTICLE ATTACKING AMBASSADOR BUSH

The article entitled "What Is Mr. Bush Happy About?" attacks a
press release lssued by the US Mission to the UN describing a
meeting between Ambassador Bush and a delegation of representatives
of major American Jewish organizations. Ambassador Bush is
accused of !"conniving with Zionlst organizations in theilr antji-
Soviet actiwvities." Izvestiya says the press release would not
be worthy of note if it did not contain a sentence saying that
the Ambassador "expressed admiration over work carried out by
'responsible Jewlsh organizations' to draw the attention of the
world to the situation of Jews in the Soviet Union." The
article questions the "responsibility" of the organizations
involved and asks if the Ambassador is "enraptured" about
hooligans who harass Soviet diplomats and their families and
whether he "trembles with delight" at the site of the damages
done by the Jewish Defense League bandits at the Office of
Intourist, According to Izvestiya, the Ambassador is a '"novice"
at the UN, but he should nevertheless comply with the letter
and spirit of the UN Charter and take measures to end Jewish
Defense League activitiles rather than encourage them. The
article concludes by noting that the "malignant microbe of
connivance" with Zionists apparently polsons the waters of the
East River as well as the Potomac.
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799 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA

PRESS RELEASE N5V Yorx, N. Y. 10017

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . Press Release USUN-61(71)
‘ May 13, 1971

AMBASSADOR BUSH MEETS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF
NATIONAL JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS ON THE PLIGHT OF SOVIET JEWRY

A number of representatives of national Jewish organizations
called at their initiative on Ambassador George Bush this morn-
ing. They discussed the current trial in Leningrad and the
difficulties placed by the Soviet Union in the way of Soviet
citizens who wish to leave the USSR.

Ambassador Bush said that he knew of President Nixon's
intense concern with human rights problems. He said that the
Administration 1s determined to speak out in appropriate bodies
in the United Nations on issues of a humanitarian character.
Ambassador Bush expressed hils personal concern over the situation
of Soviet Jewry and over the current trial in Leningrad. He
expressed admiration for the work being done by the responsible
Jewlsh organizatlons represented at the meeting in bringing
the situation of Soviet Jews to the attention of the world. He
also drew attention to the statements on Soviet Jewry made by
Hrs. Rita Hauser, the President's Representative to the United
Nations Human Rights Commission.

The participants in the meeting included:

Mr. Edward Alold redident -
New YoN¢ Lhapt . y e fL
Americ ewis ommfittee ﬂj E JD

. Ley | .
. 3 i ﬂAjRabtz:'L Israed Mowghowi
Pﬂd%yﬂ- Y Past Presddent ——
DeXap eague’ New Yory) Boax@ of #abbis /0 73
R 70 :

: 3
# 16 o\
Mr., PRN12ip um Frey, Williax XKaGfman esicdent
Assisthlt ExebutiMe Dirdgtpr , Adwisory Codbeil -
Americ ewlLsNCqn 9%‘ ork ary of Rabbis 23
Mr. .;;QD. Weiler, '/QKA Rudin ! : _
b//Ad Hoc\fCommitt Man%gemenéngT?a§q<\iﬁsg
Jewils rganizafions /
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS March 28, 1972

P30 BASY 8UTH STREET. NEW YORY 21, N, ¥,

S O R K o

INTERVIEW OF SPOKESMAN OF THE USSR INTERNAL AFFAIRS
__________ MINISTRY TQ NOVOSTI PRESS AGENCY

Sy — . 1t et e e g S e 0 O B S ) e e e g

Here is what B,T.Shumilin, Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of the
USSR, declared in an interview to a Novostl Pressg Agency correspondent
in connection with the allegations of anti-Soviet propaganda concerning the
departure of persons of the Jewish nationality from the Soviet Union to Israel:

Of late the propaganda Incustry of the imperialistsand zionifts in the Wes-
* tern countries has put on the mess ‘production line new provocative Inventions
concerning the departure of persons of the Jewish nationality from the USSR
to Israel, It is conspicuous that maoist.propaganda agencies too have been
taking recourse to all kinds of slanderous inventions in this ‘connection.

The organizers of this filthy campalgn mention absurd, truly fantastic
numbers - running into hundreds of thousands ~ of people allegedly wishing
to leave the Soviet Union for Israel. Provocative rumours are spread according
to which the emigration has assumed a mass character and is even strengthening
Israel's military potential » although it is well known that there has not been,
there is not, nor can there be anything of the sort. Some politicahs in Western
countries permit themselves to make use of such false sources of information
about the "position of Jews" in the USSR.

L?\ P\QL-(\QS

In order to impart a semblance of veracity to the malicious fabrications
use is being made .of the fact that small numbers of persons of the Jewish natio-
nality do apply to the appropriate Soviet organs requesting permission to leave
for Israel.These persons may- leave the USSR on thé same grounds as other.
Soviet citizens without distinction of nationality, ethnical group, sex or age.
Thelr requests concerning emigration are examined by organs of the “Ministry
of Internal Affairs of the USSR in an order established by. law and are , as a
rule, granted, The main reasons for these applications for permission to leave

. for Israel are religious views + the desire to reunite with relatives, survivals of
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the past, an# self~-seeking private-owner interests., A definite part is also
played by zionist propaganda, which sways some unstable elements, In 1971
about 10,000 peofile, of whom approximately two-thirds were aged people
~and women, left the USSR for Israel for these reasons. This, incidentally,-
illustrates the known truth that it ig by far not Soviet jews whc make up the
‘bulk of the emigrants to Israel. In the entire postwar period, for instance,
approximately 21,000 People have left the Soviet Union for Israel, whereas the
total number of people who have moved to that country in this perlod exceeds

12,000,000, About 800,000 Jews have emigrated to Israel from the Arab courn-
tries alone, ' '

In examining the applications concerning departure from the USSR to
Israel consideration is given, naturally, to the situation that has shaped up
in the Middle East as a result of Israel's aggression against Arab countries, its
refusal to withdraw troops from the dccupied territories and to settle the Middie
East conflict by peaceful, political means. That is precisely why the compe-
tent Soviet organs introduce certain restrictions on the departure of some cate-
gories of Soviet citizens to that country, The restrictions apply primarily to
those who have had 3 definite measure of military training or are by .dint of
their occupation assoclated with work bearing on state interests, Let it be notec
once again that most of the leavers are aged.people, women and children, .

The organiéers of the new provocation, the zionist and imperialist propa--

“ganda organs keep silent about the other side of the issue: the growth of the

‘number of persons wishing to leave Israel, Having had their taste of the real
Israeld "paradise"”; many former Soviet citizens-of the Jewish nationality bit-
terly regret what they have done and appeal for permission to return to the
Soviet Union. The number of Soviet citizens from among Jews who, having

asked for, and recelved, permission to leave, refuse to avall themselves of
it, 1s also growing, ’

I can say that very insignificant numbers of requests for leave permits
have been received to date by organs of the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs -
from such centres as Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, Odessa and such regions as ih-
Moldavian SSR and others: 258 persons in Moscow, 50 persons in Leningrad,

'II9 persons in Kiev, I24 persons In Moldavia, etc. and it is not fortuitous,
-Great as the desire of some people in the West and in Israel to step up the

recruitment of new emigrants may be, Soviet citizens of Jewish origin refuse

to become “cannon fodder" for the zionist aggressors, to take part in their
criminal gambles.

Thus, the fabrications of international zionism and of some foreign

Pperilodicals having a weakness for absurd sensations are utterly at variance
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with the actual state of things. The aim of the slahderous campaign launched
by -them is obvious: to try to undermine friendship between the Arab coun-
trles and the USSR which .is rendering all-round assistance to the peoples

of the Arab Fast in their just liberation struggle and blocking the realization
of the expansionist + aggressive plans of imperialism, zionism and Israel

in that region of the world,

The plans of the enemies of Soviet-Arab friendship to undermine or
weaken the tles binding together the peoples of the USSR and of the Arab East
are clearly built on sand. The new portion of slander in zionist wrapping will

be of no help to them either.

e ) e . o
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TO THE UNITED NATIONS

FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY Press Release USUN-34(72)
CHECK TEXT AGAINST DELIVERY - - . April b, 1972

Statement by William E. Schaufele, Jr., United States Representa-
tive, 1n the Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human
Rights, on the right of everyone to leave any country, including

his own, and to return to his country, April 4, 1972.
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My Delegation welcomes the opportunity to comment on item
9(c), concerning the right of everyone to leave any country,
‘ineluding his own, and to return to his country.

‘ We are indebted to Judge Ingles for his eloquent presentation

of the study at the 27th session of the commission. We feel that
Judge Ingles has performed a singular service in setting forth in
a most direct and factual manner the essence of the right .
guaranteed under. Article 13(2) of the Universal Declaratiocn of
Human Rights and draft principles.for adoption by this commissilon.
We believe that thils commission should request additional comments
- from governments and that the study should be brought up to date

for the commission to act on the draft principles at the 30th
session.’

D 2 1ENNSS

Freedom of movement traditionally has been highly cherished
as a human right comparable in value to freedom of consclence and
expression., Enjoyment of thls right enables the individual freely.
to choose the society most congenial *to his ideals and to pursue

his political beliefs or seek economic rewards in harmony with his
particular aspirations.

Throughout history there have been migrations of"
Individuals-and groups seeking a new life when opportunities were.
-restricted in their land of. origin. My country was the major
beneficiary of the great wave of migration of the 19th century.
The American people today trace thelr ancestry to every corner of
the globe -- to Asia, Africa, Latin America, and all parts of
‘Europe. The varilety of our names and our cultural heritage

-more-
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reflects the debt which we owe to the world as a whole. Our shores
have been a haven for persons seeking refuge from religious or
political persecution or for those seeking a better life. We
5till welcome hundreds of thousands of immigrants each vear,

We are convinced that, given a free choilce, individuals wilil
choose to live in societies where they are permitted maximum
political freedom and economic opportunity.

We are heartened that, in law and practice, most countries
recognize Article 13(2) and-do not impose insuperable barriers
to travel or emigration of their nationals. In Western Europe,
for example, travel restrictions have been virtually eliminated.
Similarly, American citizens are freely permitted to travel or to
move to other countries subject only to rare restrictions limited
%o fugitives from justice. "Passports are routinely issued without
undue formality. American citizens may travel freely to most
countries in the western hemisphere -without a passport.

We have placed no restrictions on those who wish to leave the
U.S. for a life elsewhere and, in fact, a small number do leave
each year. Despite supposed injustices to minority groups in the
U.8., few choose to leave 'although they are perfectly free to do so.

Freedom of movement also exists in . most countries of the
developlng world although economic constraints, posed by limited
foreign exchange reserves, have placed certain limitation on }
freedom of travel. Emigration from host of these countries is
generally permitted subject ;. however, to the immigratlon regulations
of other countries.: - '

It 1s paradoxical, however, that as the possibilities for.
movement. have greatly increased as a result of modern modes of
transportation, artificial barriers.to movement continue to exist
In some parts of the world and in some cases have been reinforced.
Some governments still deny the right of thelr peoples to emigrate
or travel freely. Not only is ‘this right not granted automatically,
but attempts to leave are met with dilatory and burdensome pro-
cedures which negate any such right. In many instances, individuals
receive criminal pendlties if they seek to leave. Famllies and
close relatives are heartlessly kept from reuniting across frontiers.

The report before us -on page ¥ portrays the most dramatic
example of compulsory restraint on movement, i.e., the infamous
Berlin Wall. The report describes how, on 13 August 1961, a wall
surmounted by barbed wire was built along the dividing line between
the East and West occupation zones of Berlin. People trying to
cross the barrlcade have been shot in cold blood. In 1971, a decade
since this wall was erected, over LU00 citizens of East Germany have
fled by such means as swimming the Baltic Sea to Denmark or Sweden
or scaling border fortifications. :

Today, millions are deprived of the right guaranteed under
Artlcle 13(2) to seek a new life in a soclety of their choice. An
outstanding éexample 1s the restraint placed on individuals of the

~more-—
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f;géish faith to leave the Soviet Union. President Nixon on
January 11, 1971, joined leaders of the American Jewish community
in urging "freedom of emigration as explicitly provided in

Article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as
cultural and religious freedom at home and abroad." Moreover, the
Kudirka case reminds us that it is not Jjust Jews but Lithuanians,
Latvidns, Estonians, Soviet Armenians, indeed all Soviet citizens

‘'who suffer from the Soviet Government's refusal to consider
emigration as a right rather than a rare privilege.

Restrictions against Jewish religious and cultural life in
the Soviet Union have become well known to all in recent years:
grossly lnadequate religious facilities, pressures against
Synagogue attendance, lack of Yiddish or Hebrew language teaching,
bokenism in the publishing and staging of Yiddish works, guota
restrictions. on university entrance, exclusion from careers con=-
sidered sensitive or from important political Jobs -- these are
well-documented facts. Soviet Jews are deprived, more than other
groups, .of the cultural ingredients needed to preserve their
cultural and religious identity, and as a result many have
indicated a desire to emigrate,

Individual applicants for emigration are sometimes harassed
and bullied. A small number of outspoken Jewish activists have
been dealt with arbitrarily and unusually harshly. A number have

eéven been condemned to terms in forced-labor camps as political
prisoners,

This unfortunate situation has attracted much attention
throughout the world and on the part of Soviet authorities. It is
heartening to note that there has been a substantial modification
of restrictions on emigration of Soviet Jews and that an increasing
humber of those desiring to move to other countries have been
bermitted to do so in the past months. This is a positive trend
which should be encouraged and continued. We would urge that
remaining restrictions on emigration and travel be eased so that
all Soviet citizens who wish to exercise their right to freedom
of movement may be permitted to do so. ~J

Continuing attention should be accorded by the commission to
observance by member states of the rights set forth in Article
-13(2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We hope that
arbitrary restriections on travel and emigration will be reduced ang
eventually eliminated thereby permitting the full enjoyment by
individuals of their -Tundament al _buman rights.

[ N —— a— - r i T Lo F
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Lawlessness and the Problem of Soviet Jewry

The influence of those abroad -- including that of
American public opinion and of the United States Govern-
ment -- can only-be sadly and substantially diminished
when a few American’ci%izens break the law and resort
to vigilante tactics against Soviet -- or any other --
.diplomaticaggécgg%%ercial rersonnel and their wives and
children in the United States. Acts of wviolence and
disruption such as those that have occurred in this country
advance no one's cause. As President Nixon has stated,
they are morally wrong"and injure that very cause,

We are convinced that the Soviet Government cannot
be compelled into improving the lot of Soviet Jewry simply
because Soviet housewives are spat upon in the New York
streets, or because fanatics shoot rifles into’ the playrooms
of defenseless children. This kind of sick and -mindless
'fanaticism plays gratuitously into the hands of those in
the Soviet Union who oppose ahy easing of current Soviet
policies toward Jews. Few Americans approve of violence;
even fewer condone violence directed against the representa-
tives of foreign governments to whom the United States is
host. Virtually no one approves the harassment of women
and children. Such acts only distract atténtion from the

plight of Soviet Je&ry and focus it instead on -our own

problems with violence and lawlessness.
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Extremist disruption by a few misled individuals has
provided an enormous windfall for Soviet propagandists,
who could not in their most avid daydreams desire anything
better. They use—acts of this sort in order to discredit
the much larger number of responsibkle. Americans seeking

‘ to assist Soviet Jews by péaceful, lawful means. The
Soviets have tried to alienate world public opinion from
the cause of Soviet Jewry by playing up the bombings, the-
illeéal harassment, the threats of bodily injury, the
bullying of women and children by extremists. The force
of world public opinioﬁ is the most important single ally
that Soviet Jews have in their struggle for fair play and
leéal rights. Violence can only lessen the cohesiveness
of world public opinion on this problem.

During the past vear, the Jewish community and prdminent
Israeli figures, as well as non-Jewish leaders, have_

overwhelmingly condemned the adoption of these repugnant
tactics by a few fénatics. Hotably, President Nixon, in

his meséage to American Jewish leadgrs on January 11, 1971, .

deplored these cases of lawlessness and violence and
declared: "This Administration, in cooperation with local

authorities, will use every means at its -disposal to prevent

Such acts and to bring to justice those who rerpetrate them."

Israeli Premier Golda Meir, on November 27, 1970, had said:
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“There is nothing in common between the just struggle for

‘the rights of Jews in the Soviet Uhion and irresponsible

acts such as have téken'place recently in New York. If
there is any connection, it is only that anyone who commits
an act of sabotage against a Soviet institution sabotages
the responsible and organized efforts of Jews the world
over for the sake of Soviet Jewry. This has never been
our way and I denounce it. It can only dec harm to our

just struggle. I think it would be unjust if anyone
identified a group responsible for these acts with the
masses of Jews and non-Jews who are éérrfing on this just
struggle for Jews in the Soviet Union."

On October 18, 1971, on the David Frost television
show, Abba Eban, Foreign Minister of Israel, stated that
militant activities "hinder us, because the cause we -
sustain -- both Israel's independence or, in this case,
S&viet Jews -- have a very powerful appeal. Now, in the
United States there is every opportunity for promoting these

ideals through peaceful means. When violence is adopted...

* I think the cause is, in a sense, corrupted and degraded,

and I don't really think that the activities of Mr. Kahane
add anything to us at all, and I believe that Soviet Jews

would be much better off and so would be Israel's cause

without this kind of activity. I believe that some of
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these people are more interested in -their own popularity
than in the cause to which they give their devotion."

These activities have been condemned time and time
again by American Jewish organizations. I will cite only
a few examples. The American Jewish Conference on Soviet
Jewry: “Anyone who applauds the bombing or its perpetrators
viclates all principles of responsiﬁle behavior in a
civilized society."” B'nai B'rith: "It is morally repre-
hensible and politically self-defeating...it is obvious
that the Soviets will seize upon the threats of the Jewish

Defense League as a pretext for its own misdemeanors." The

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congreations of America: "...Such

intemperate violence creates a 'chilul hasem' -- a
desecration of the divine name that plays into the hands

of our enemies." The émerican Jewish Committee: "We éall
on all Jews to repudiate the lawlessness and self-defeating
conduct of the Jewish Defense League." The Jewish War

Veterans: "(We have)-consistently opposed extremism,

‘vigilanteism and other movements of a similar character..." .

-‘The American Jewish Congress: "These tactics do not

enhance the security of the Jewish.community. On the
contrary, they serve only to heighten tension, increase

hostility and foment panic...distorting all that is noble,

just and kind in the Jewish spirit." Max Fisher (President
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of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds),
Rabbi Herschel Schacter (Chairman of the American Jewish
Conference on Soviet Jewry), and Dr. William 2. Wexler
(Chairman of ‘the Conference of Presidents of Major American
‘Jewish Organizationss: -"The handful of reckless and
dangerous men guilty of attackiﬁg Soviet installations in
this country stand condemned as imperilling the cause of
Soviet Jewry. Their outrageous, cowardly acts do malici&us
harm to the courage and dignity‘of.SOViet Jews who are
speaking out for their- human rights. Such desperate and
criminal tactlcs win sympathy for the Sov1et Union by

the use of a mindless violence that all decent men abhor.

In the name of the Jewish community of America, we

denounce this strategy-of terror and the men who are

guilty of it.* The Synagogue Council of America: "We...
reject calls to violence and vigilantism emanatihg.from
various quarters, including a small ang unrepresentative
segment of the Jewish community."

A recent emigre from the USSR, Mlkhall uand 44<year-ol1d °
Ru551an Jewish scholar, specialist ih Oriental languages
and a leader for four years among Soviet Jewish activists,
has sharply condemned "violent tactics" (New York Times,
September 4). He said: "The Rﬁssian intellectual's national

and cultural feelings -- sacred to him -- are offended when
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a bomb ie exploded in a Soviet building in the United
States and an American concert by a Russian artist is
disrupted."” Professor Zand termed the Soviet intellectual
community the “"only ally" of Jews in the USSR. He said
"violent protests" were "counterproductlve“ and "do not
help our cause." &He added that this kind of behavior
"spoils the image of the Jews as the 'people of the book,
4 people with a long cultural heritage, a people who esteem
and revere the great cultural traditions of all nations."
Zand said that Soviet -propagandists exp;oit reports of
violent protests in this country to depict "all Jews as
barbarians" in the Soviet press.

Mr. Chairman, I could continue with innumerable other
expressions by Jewish leaders and publications, in the
United States, Israel, and elsewhere, on the damage done
by anti-Soviet acts of violence perpetrated by extremists.

As for the Uniteqd States Government's position, let
me state again that we consider foreign diplomats and
representatives as our invited guests 1n this country All
decent Americans realize that they must be so treated.
Sneak-thief bombings, snipings and other harassments are
repugnant to all of us. The Federal authorltles, in

Cooperation with State and local authorities will exert

eévery effort to punish these who engage in such acts.
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What Can Be Done to Help?

We proceed from the assumption that the Soviets are
sensitive about their freatment of Jews and care about
responsible public opinion abroad. We believe that the
Soviets are particularly touchy about the opinion of
foreign leftists and Communist Parties and of prominent
moral and cdmmunity leaders in the West_as well as in
the "non-aligned" countries. That tangible progress
‘can be made.is shown by the Statement on September 24 of .
Secretary General U Thant, who stated that more than 400"
out of B00 Soviet Jews whose cases he had raised with
Moscow had succeeded in reaching Israel. There are many

examples, . -
other/ not all of which have been equally publicized.

With this in mind, the United States Government
has made clear where it stands on this issue.

On January 11, Pfesident Nixon joined leaders
of the American Jewish community in urging
"freedom of emigration as explicitly provided in
Article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights"

as well as "cultural and religious freedom at home and

- abroad." Secretary of State Rogers, in a statement to the

Youth Mobilization for Soviet Jewry&in October, 1970, declared:
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"This Goverﬁment has repeatedly expressed
in public and in private its opposition to
anti-humanitarian policies wherever they
exist in the world. We believe that free
movement is one of the basic human rights

; of all persons. We have expressed sympathy
i and support on many occasions for persons
in the Soviet Union who wish to emigrate,
often to rejoin their families élsewhere,

but who are denied permission.to do so.

We shall continue to make these views

known and to take every practical measure

which could help to overcome the hafdships

suffered by éucﬂ persons. "

The Department of State's press spokesmen have
publicly spelled out in more detail our views on ‘the
problem of Soviet Jewry, for example in a statement on
February 24, 1971:

“"The policy of the United States
Govérnment in accordance with the
principles upon which this country
was founded and in consonance with the
Universal Declaration of_Huﬁan Rights,
supports the right of peoples every-

where to free emigration and to
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religious freedom. Americans of all
faiths and their Government are deeply
concerned by the difficulties placed
in the path of citizens of the Soviet
. Union, including its Jewish' citizens, who
have applied through legal channels for
emigration and who seek to preserve their
cultural heritage."
World public opinion was clearly a
fector in the commutation of the death sentences passed
on Jews convicted of treason in Leningrad in December,
1970, for seeking to leave‘the USSR allegedly by plotting
to commandeer an aircreft, and in general has restrained
the Soviet authorities from broadening the use of guasi-
legal punishment against Jewish activists in the USSR
In this connection, the Department's press spokesman,
in a statement;on May 27, expressed deep concern about the
Soviet policy of trying people in secret and spoke for
Americans of every political persuasion ang religious
belief in deplorlng the persecutlon of persons for actlons‘
which in most other countries would not even be offenses.
Meanwhile, the United Nations offers the
best regular forum for focusing world attention on the

situation of Saoviet Jews, and Unlted States officials there

have repeatedly spoken out on the issue.

For example,
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on March 17, 1970, Mrs. Rita Hauser, United States

Representative on the UN Human Rights Commission, stated:

"We do not comprehend any policy which
serves to preclude emigration of Soviet
Jews who have families or cultural ties
elsewhere. We also would hope that the
conditions hecessary for continued
naéional iaentity of the Jews in the
Soviet Union wilil prevail, for we are
certain that the Jews of that country
will add as much to Russian life as the
Jews have added to the life of my
country. Their distinct cultural and
religious idéntity enhances life;
Suppression of this identity will diminish

the spirit of all Soviet citizens."

At the United Nations General Assembly on December 9 and 10,

1370, U.s. Representative Dr. Helen G, Edmondsdenounced

the harassment of Jews wishing to leave the Soviet:Union

and declared:

"Last year before this committee we
pointed out that, despite the guarantee

of the Soviet Union's constitution and

laws, Jews are not treated as citizens

- Photo Copy Preservation
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on an equal level with all other

Soviet citizens...In this atmosphere,

it is not surprising that large numbers

of Jews are seeking to leave the Soviet
Union. Their hopes are supported by
Article XIII of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights which says that 'Everyone
has the right to leave any country, includ-
ing his own, and to return to his country.'
However, the Soviet Union is alléwing few

Jews to emigréte..."

Later, Mrs. Hauser reiterated the concern of the United
States Government at a meeting of the UN Human Rights

Commission on February 26, 1971:

"It is disturbing to note that any
interest a Jew may evidence in Israel
makes him.suspect to the Soviet
authoritiés; indeed ... it was stated
that any Soviet Jew who wishes to
migrate to Israel is automatically an

‘enemy of the Soviet people'.

"We hope the Soviet Government will
appreciate ‘the keen interest felt in

the United States, by Jews and non-Jews

alike, that the large Jewish minority
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group in the Soviet Union be assured
the right to be free of discrimination
and ‘to practice its religion freely
and fully."
On November 3, 1971, less than a week ago, Arthur
A. Fletcher, United States Representétive‘to the 26th
United Nations General Assembly, called upon the Soviet
Union to accord its Jews the right to emigrate and to ’
permit those who remain freely to pursue their cultural

and religious interests.

The Department also has made use of private diplomatic
channels to underscore the importance welattach to the
right of free emigration and the reuniting of fgmilies.
For example, our official representation list of éoviet_
residents, including many Jews, who have been refused
permis;ion to emigrate to join close relatives in the
United States, has regularly been presented to So;iet
officials at a high level. This practice was inaugurated
by the then Vice President, now Pfesident Nixon; when he
visited the USSR in 1959. Most recentlf;'the list was
handed to Soviet Foreign Ministér Gromyko on September 24,

1871, during his meeting with Secretary Rogers in New York, o

as well as to Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Kuznetsov by
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Ambassador Jacob Beam in Moscow on February 19, 1971, and
to Minister Gromyko by Secretary Rogers in October, 1970,
in New York. This Year's list contained the names of s0me
150 Soviet Jews as weil as of other relatives of American

—_—

citizens. Since the Soviet authorities remain extremely

reluctant to permit Soviét citizens.to emigrate or travel
* abroad, we are obliged to concentrate our interventions

in behalf of bersons attempting to join relatives in the

United States. We cannot be of direct assistance in cases

of persons seeking emigration to other countries.

The results of our Tepresentations in support of the
right of families to feunite have not been as successful
as we would like, but a small amount of emigration to the
United States -- averaging about 250 persons Yearly -- has
taken place. We intend to continue this practice.. This
year, through October 31, our Embassy in Moscow has airéadf
issued 251 immigrant visas. oOf this number, at least 134
were issued to Jews. This is a small number, but a good
sign -- only 78 Soviet Jews were permltteé’gzuthe Soviet
authorltles to leave the USSR for the United States on ‘
immigrant visas, according to our visa records.

At current levels, existing immigration ang refugee
.machlnery is Well able to handle Soviet - Jews who obtaln
Soviet exit permlts to join close relatlves in the United
States. But what would happen if, -through an unexpected

policy change, the Soviet authorities suddenly lifted their

stringent restrictions ang allowed a much larger exodus of

Soviet Jews to come to the United States?
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With this possibility in mind, on September 30
Attorney General John Mitchell sent a letter to Congressman
Emanuel Celler, Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee,
in which he said: "The mounting evidence that Soviet Jews
have unsuccessfully sought permission.to emigrate from the

. Soviet Union has compelled a Departmental re-examination
of the Attorney General's parole authority with respect to
'refugees_..Accordingly, I can assure you that I would
exercise my discretion i1f the situation demanded and parole
Soviet Jews who are able to leave the Soviet Union."

On October 6, Congressman Edward I..Koch, a major
sponsor of special legislation to provide non-quota visas
for Soviet Jews, issued a statement in which he said that
he would not now press. for passage of his bill inasmuch
as he considered the Attorney General's letter to
Representative Celler an unequivocal statement that has
the same effect as passage of the Koch bill would have had,
with the added advaﬁtage that use of the Attorney General's
parole power places né limitation on the number of Soviet
Jewish refugees who can be admitted to this country.

The Department of State supports this findiné of the
Attorney General. We consider his statemgnt on parole to
be preferable to and more meaningful ‘than the establish-

ment of a specified number of non~-guota visas for Soviet

Jews.
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private citizen, he once again in- Moscn

to Israel. But this was oﬂiy the peg;ﬁne

consistently fought
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uoiteAIass,

the Soviet government speelflc Sov1et acts agalnst the Sov1et Jews and has had the -1

551on 1ntercede on. behalf of speC1f1c appeals from the Soviet Jewsn
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Dewngoratic candidals
deni declaved e “the sstalation

£ the war o ‘v‘ti L Gt not
divert our ad
rx.:'i.tf that i iz h‘i*‘.lo'ﬂ’
d:uly i {im iu:.:l.-’ Bast.

ST sraeli pir
spaca oily [ : ijph i
MIGs, couples \mu t!'. ;ﬂlll;llf‘ L
meant st f{m Javiet Uaion is now
proviiing evon mors wwdaen ag-
greasive woapons o Ezynl, are
matiers ol lhe gravasi coacarn,”
MzGovera coatinuad,

“Tha Turaians’ willingness to
recatve . Prasident Nixoa,. despiie
his blockada of their siuppiny in
Viebnant, siegeses taat the Sovist
hierareky ecarnostly wants  an
agracnant ¢a araes limitation,

YL nwest believe, ther, that this
would e a pronitious time for
President Nixon o argus the case
for a raduction of Russing arms
shipmaals fo the Avah nations,
particidarty If Thairman Brezh-
nev is iold that wa intend Lo stand
fast to atr waspou compipments
to [scael lo nwictain e balaoace
of power.

“[ also helizva that ths historic
ficst visit of aa Amecican Pezsi-
deut to fhe Soviet Union ofiers
Iir. Mixon an ideal epsoriunity (o
intercede dwectly i bahalf of the

theze s0d 3 hali miliion Soviet -

Jews whio nee cleacly the vieuns

of disermunation and renrassion’ -

FrGovent, who i3 1he 3p0dsse
of tha logislhlion thot would olaw
for 3,600 spacial visws o Lo is-
soed for Russian Jews wishing to
eater (b Unitdd Stales, said (he
Preswloal  “should  areseal  the
case wab only {or 3 {vear emises-
tion peiscy fiv Tows wishing lo oo
io izl or ofhar countcios, hui
for greater freedom for Jews wiw

wish (o remaie . i the Soviet
Uiteon.™ -
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-«
. representative William Schavfele in Human Rights commission

_y - . Soviet Jeéws ere deprived, more then: other
groups,’ of Tihe CLINuTAl ingredients needed to preserve their
Culturgl and religious identity, and as a result many have '

i r_Cciiu.. 2 desire ¢o -emig‘."a‘;e.

- Individual =pplicants for emigration are sometimes harassed
and builied. A small number of outspolen Jewish activists .have
been deall with arblitrarily and unusually harshly. A number have
even been condemned to terms in forced-laber camps as political

This unfortunate situation has attracted much attention

throughout the world and on the part of Sdviet authorities. It is

heartening to necte that there has been a subs baﬂtl ] modification

0
0
=
Z

of restrictions on emigration of Soviet Jews and that an increasing

number of those desiring to move te other countries have bheen
permitted to do so in the past months. This is a pesitive trend
which should be encouraged and ccntinued. We would urge that
remaﬂnlng restrictions on emigration and travel be eased so that
‘21l Soviet citlzens who wish to exercise their right to freedom

. ——

of movement may be permitted to do so.

SAA &

Photo Copy Preservation
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FOR N TUGIATE RELKASE *
TUEBSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1972
A . :
: Attorney General John No fitehcll snnounced today that the {irst
o
fzirdiy of Seviel Jews will aveive in the United States tomorrow undar pr ocedures
worked aut with the Department of State for rapid entry into this country of

— - . L aep nah e o 14y L g 4o et
Soviet Jews able to'ledve The U.S. 5. IR,

The family, Semen ?vioru\cwlcﬂ Feldman, 35, his wiis, Emma

ildreny Dina, 10, and {por, 7, obiained exit

Gexshovna Feldman, and their

vizas from Sovier aulhorifies. . ‘

. . ! A

. T

The Feldmans will arrive at Kenvedy Intamaticual Alrport, New

50 porn. , BET mmor "o TARGE Y 5, on TWA Hight 34l

The ch" ow Imrigrant Aif Society arranged for the Feldmans to

travel from Moscow to T '\I aw Yc*x via Rome. T‘xc family iz sponsorced by an uncle,-

" Y
- . L T -
. e '

5

Clharles Miller, 2057 Narvagansett Avenue, Bron, New York.

The At orney Ge—lcral' T‘r.a.a. ole autno:&.:zv wea s 1nst“‘ menial in enabling

5]

the Feldmans to dép.@i“tilluﬁsi&. Upo’n' én!:l;;}r, chnwh be teehnicelly classified asg

refupzas, anabli ing: them to aﬂ:‘:i r mr seitiztenshin carlier than if they enterad as . -
v L4 b
- i V
i 1 o ‘ ? f :
TAISLECE. \ .

. ‘Mitchell anndunsed on October 1, 1971 that the Immigration

1
H

soos Pim 4

T

se anthorily foparole Boviet Jews

Nx, Riltehell exprasved the hope that nmiore Soviet Jews would hn

s . S e 3 T e e
atlowed Lo Tuwve the U5, 2, R0 vndey thisg program,
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jenlarly sensitive aven 6f

’ The effoﬁ; h%
. biyo L‘wzzzoemuc pras

¥l

A I‘:.‘.t‘-‘.‘!){}nt‘,'

‘tﬂ Jewizh

J;r the 2z
eroog on tha zaos phich he
LEY wern nrup;zreé Fror John Ken-
rndon Johinson's atiention seems’
3 f:«:r;;iy private S

i

J*‘i

"*" Il Ararmma ably oo
'«'«’_:i rs and i :
Jis _51 toust peollsy,

sed many  Anvericom
g palicy ap

*5 dﬂ'm.m,sq sts infervens -

lm:mizza mndst:ets oI °o~

k3 r.'omc de]‘"*f‘ﬂ-‘ the lagt:
5uem,, pm.:.l'rably

ey ?;?f e |
Line: ITie] 1

&

R

11‘ fact ke is’ 'no g "‘nger to Lhe ISSUL. Ha
as a lifile knawn but long term’ record of

‘ cancer*z A3z Vire President in- 1959, he
rcspunf‘ea to a resuf:si: from Amenﬂa"

Jows z;d .;uece..smlly L*ldertoo to hava
Presiden nhwfer teke up th - Sovigt
Jewish nms*mn privately with'a v.s:t.nﬂ

Kremlin czfzcnal Anasias Mikoyan. -

Inti azs ovia tiip to Moscow that year, Mr:
fwon inz U.;;ura*cd the practice of having

;i revisw the casks of thbse resi-
3, i &«;iugm,my&e w8, wht had tried
and fal Ivd ro join close. rnlatwes n tha
HUaited Slates.

Rmr"ruu a tongh Ametican Jmmxgm-
Hon polioy d tmg back to Werld War 11,
thie Winan adasd
Sept. 3D ihat it wonld
z’avhj.: ‘w q¥‘J ﬁ

Attorpey CGeney :11 Mitchall suid he had
decided to use his “parole authority” (used

admit without Hmit

in the past for Ozoch and Cuban vefugzees) |

ERT]

ecanse of “mennting evidencs that Soviet
Juwra havs wnst ccusuﬂly sought permis-
olom to mmi{fzut. from the Saviet Union.”
{ongrassiongl ¢ pc_z..u-“‘ iag:slsm:fz o

Faad

STEES

TR
fomd
Sy

By ﬁ"‘."EPhE"FI 5. ROSENFELD

_ JJ:; ;‘*m zrican mﬁtcx.m reguest tha Ra,s.-‘

inistration aAnounced on,

sht want fo imrmﬁ"ab .

i’@’%’ A
gb’%«‘f

grant 30, GU-J non-guota emergoncy visas o
Russian -Jevrs halted their efforts, ae-
knowledg ging that the Niven initiative wag
more genernus and effectiva.
F..nally, in a seriss of State and -,ni"ce
Faw; pronouncements; the adminis
tion Hau ‘protesied specified Hoviet
and has ﬁad American repracentatives at
the Umterd Nations wrn frcsm generalized
appeals £r “human rights" to specific sp-
pesls forSoiist Jews' right to aral igrate,

THAT LEAVES Pfesick; fizon hzad.
ed for Wostow next spring. Iz past per-
’ folmance is any guide, he will surely raise
ths subjéct of Soviet Jewry. This prospect
iroubles; some diplomats, who fear that
HMoscow's exirere sons itlvity on the Jew-
ish :esuﬂ-mabes it righy for the inited
States t to press it But the
erwise. it Mixon Itas vigerouy!
the American governimert in t.".c nlight of
" Soviet Jews and .,.m.:.ltawously he has
moved to explore beiter relations with the
Eremiin: His gesord so far shows the bwd
‘do fif. o '

Wrsklapien DY

Fatt

=
a;L
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1 ish.emigration from the Sovieti
AUy
“liyear- hds already ‘exceeded thel

By TAD SZULC

Epngtal by Tha Nek Yo kTr\u

S WASHINGTON, July 7—Jow-|

:
:
;

tion wjn the first. lislf of, this!

total of about: 14,000 cr\-if;wnta'
duripg ail of 197, dceording to
tata coxnpilcd b ‘the Stoie De-

. pﬂllﬁneilt JFOSII i'C'ngCC owam-

dZilOl!'\

uonRAIesal ] Adog 010V

‘5[1Lc:~, aris p’t.]‘ T agsial
fina cmlu as many as 34000
Ipﬂ(}'}; the latast pm'cr‘tcr{{'g-
jurve for va ish emigraiion from
,thc Sovier Unign, for 1072mrds
|they emigratfe 1~_1junly 1o Isfael,

'Ihh rate of Jewish dapartures
Jauthorized this yeur by thie So-
|wct Union is a record n this.
im"( gration paddern, Whils only
dl"‘ut‘ 1,200 Jaws werd atloived
fo baave i 1870, Lthe {igure 1oso_

fto 14006 i 1971 aml reached?
P53 in the first gix moaths!
ful 19072 gl

I‘ Tune was the. record monthi

aan¥ agencids and govern- -
fimants, “including l_hc United 7

Ithus far, 1.\'Lh 3,132 departures, i
of which, 2,092 weer for Ista
According 1o the ligures gl
cred hy lh(. State DL{‘J!{"BNI{':
Qffice of Refugee and Migr
tion Aflfairs;, 3, 065 Jews left:
Soviet Union m hmu.n) 1,bi
in February,” 1,931 in Marchi
3,014 in .-\prll and .! 653 in May..
Interitional refugec argant:
zations expect aboul 4 000 Jows >
to be alldwad 10 lvave. mlwﬁ
Eastern }urepmn comlm

-

N nofab]_; Iu mmm, during 1972

. The’ umc,nls acl*uo."cd"edl
;thal. the' ‘guestion of " Jew |=h}
cmr"rmon was touched uponi
lin No:,r'ow last May in taiks’
bctween Pregident '\Ii\on dml
;the ‘Soviet 1c=(ic1€;h|p

‘It was also’ “understood {hat!
1Secretary of State Witliam PI
nogers {'mc'mrcr. Jewish  emi-
oration with the Soviel Foreignt
.'.'im";uer muh?l A. Gra ml\o,,
during the Moscow- visit. R

puv—

Jlsriel, oy

“the largest.” eebupy of < Jows )
'Jleaxmv the | Soviet Union are

71|

Most Go to Is‘.ncl' o !
They noted that In 1971, for
c\amplc about 13,500 Soviet
Jews: went fo Isracl dand only
shisut. 500 to Bther! * countries,
including the Unitéd States,’ Of
“he 30,000 Jefvs: rexpecied to
Iczwe lhe Soviet” Unlon thiis|" -

year, only 800 are likely Lo set-] . |
itie in countries ather. than -y

trnn e,

¥ Experts stréssed lhat among

Ahanagers, service pﬂrsonncﬂ
racrchants, salesmen and clorks. | i
j‘he Soviet Governmient is re-
,ported Lo be blocking dep'\r--
{wures with skills in- hlrfhlv sefi-,
sitive areds  such’ as basic
Yscisnces, physics and space.

| To provide cere and main-
wcname support during 1972,
for Jews emigraling from ther
'Soviet Union and Eastern Erto-,
pcan couniries to israel, the

) S 23, OOU put
ccttlmg eldewhére.

# The rcgular

— e 1
i

z *e o,h, jewzsh Emzaz'atzoﬁ Fz om Sovzef Is Double Thﬁt of

B
'

. United States has &n rfh:érkc;l
,50 000 with an additional
astde for tho.,c

_Besides this.direct aid, Presiv
dent Nl\on 1ast month author-
zed thé additiénal * contribu-
vion of 52-million to the Inter-
“governplental - Committee  for
luropean Migralion in Geneva,
annual
Siates COH[L}bL!tlon ta the com-
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Commitize far the Re-election of the President

-

David Xorn, director of research (Larry Goldberg's office)
“is the Chairman of the Soviet Jewry rally (sept.17,1972)
If you need zny information on the rally please get it from me.

David-Korn, 872 0694
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September 13, 1972

Ambassador -

The Sunday rally starts at 11:00 a.m. and will be
held on the ellipse - right behind the White House.
Howard Cbhhn (Colson's office) will meet you at the
South West Gate of the White House at 11:00 a.m.

and will accompany you to the rally. We will have
more guidance on what is to be said etc. before then.

Pheto Copy Preservation
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