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June 4, 1973

Mr. Roger Rueber
1111 Lincoln Street
Owatonna, Minnesota 55060

Dear Mr. Rueber:

Many, many thanks for your May 22nd reply to my letter.
The points you make in your letter may be difficult to clear
up within the confines of a letter, but I will do my best.

Allow me to begin by saying that in no way do I condone the
Wategrgate affair and also that I would like to see the entire
matter cleaned up as soon as possible, It seems that the one
‘single thing at the root of your concern is the fact that

the entire truth has pnot yet been revealed. But this is a time to
allow our system, whizh was violated, to right itself -- the

law was broken and the judicial system is working to set that
wrong right; in order to determine whether or not we need new
legislation to safeguard the electoral process by which the
President of the United States is chosen, the Senate Select
Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities is conducting

its investigation. I have firmly supported all efforts directed
to get at the truth, and I believe the truth will be revealed.
The criminal justice system will work in this country and the
guilty will be punished and the innocent exonerated. I strongly
deplore the actions of anyone at this point which wage reckless
charges at any individuals without any evidence and without

the benefit of the truth. That this process of getting at the
truth takes longer than we desire is offset by the fact that

it will work in its wonderful entirety and long after the names
of the culprits of the Watergate incident are forgotten what
will be remembered is that the criminal justice system works in
this country.

It is the interim period, before the entire truth is revealed,

which is difficult, but it is the time we most need to maintain

a good perspective and our good judgment., During this time
profound effects -- which will be either constructive or destructive
depending on how we react now -- are being made which will be

felt for many years to come on our great American system. There

are those, for example, who have overlooked some of the basic
principles of our system during this troubled time, such as

a man is innocent until proven guilty. That a handful of
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irresponsible men who apparently were totally lacking in judgment
violated the law is no justification for a violation of a
treasured principle.

Rather, during a time when it seems so much is at stake for
our system, we should make very cautious and painstaking
efforts to insure that we do nothing further to endanger it,
to make sure that all our efforts are constructive.

I believe that the Republican National Committee will weather
this storm, and that the Party will emerge strong and undamaged.
Even now I am heartened by the many, many people who write in
and who, although they are deeply troubled and wantothe entire
matter cleared up as soon as possible, are willing to stand up
and be counted. It is not always easy, but then it is never
easy when you're trying to build something with a hurricane
going on around you. But it can be done.

I am not pessimistic, but I do believe we all must keep working,
stay involved to insure that as a result of this sordid mess
created by a handful of drresponsible men will come a
strengthening of our great American system, its political
process, and of our faith in them both. I hope you will stay
in there working with us.

Thank you again for writing.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

gb/mj
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1111 ILincoln Street
Owatonna, Minnesota 55060
May 22, 1973

Dear Mr. Bush: MAY 2 5 Recp

I thank you for your most generous comments concerning my
refusal te contribute to the Republican National Commit-
tee due to Watergate. One point I would like to clear up
however, is that I agree with you than the RNC and the
Committee for the Re-elect are twe seperate entities and
one shouldn't confuse the two, but that wasn't the point
of my refusal. I feel if the Republican Party is to be-
come the majority party it has got to disassociate itself
completely from Watergate.

I sincerely hope and pray that President Nixeon is not in
any way involved in this most disgusting episode, however
his actions leave some doubts in my mind. I feel it is
your duty as leader of our party to do whatever is humane 1y
possible to get te the truth. You have far more influence
upon the President and those principals which our party
will pursue than I do. I have voiced my opposition to

the President's handling of the Watergate. Several Rep-
/fablican senators and congressmen have done likewise, but
/[not the leaders of our party. This is where our party

is going to be hurt. The Republican party, whether rightly
or wrongly, is already connected with the Watergate. 1In

a recent poll 3 out every 10 people said they would be

less likely to vote for a Republican than before Watergate.
The American people look to President Nixon as the divine
symbol of the Republican party. The American people also

100% RECYCLED PAPER




b.ilieve ~as evidenced by recent polls, that they are not

satisfied by the President's recent speech concerning the

atergate. The President has not even begun to cut through

the country's suspicion that he was more deeply involved

in Watergate than he has admitted. Even if the President

is not in any way involved, and I hope he isn't, the un-

folding on TV of the sordid details of moral ceorruption in

the White Hpuse, will make it quite a problem for the Presi-

dent and the Republican party to recover from Watergate.
\
|
|
|

We must not let the record of the President's past four
years be clouded over by Watergate. The public's confid-
ence in Richard Nixon has been shattered and justly so.

We must convince the public that what James McCord says,
or what the Washington Post or Newsweek prints is false

if it truly is. This can not be accomplished by hiding
behind executive privilege or refusing to answer questions
which do not involve the guilt or innocence of people in-
volved. It only adds to the suspiecion the public already
has.

We can not and will not succeed in electing a Republican
majority if we insist upon our loyality to the President
. and our party to take precedent over our conscience between
what is morally right and wrong, no matter whoe is invelved.

'2

Sincerely yours,

Roger Rueber

100% RECYCLED PAPER
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April 18, 1973

Mr. Harold D. Rutledge
444 Oakland Blvd :
Cambridge, Ohio |

Dear Mr. Rutledge:

Thank you for your recent letter., It was good to hear from
you.

I recognize that some peaople may be trying to blow the

Watergate incident out of proportion, but at the same time,

I think that the connotations of Watergate are very serious,

and I think they degrade our political system. |

I consider myself a very loyal Republican, but I don't con- |
sider the bugging of Democrat headquarters to be the kind of

thing we should condone or cover up. I know the President

feels this way. I recognize that these kinds of incidents

go on on both sides -- to a degree -- but I'd 1ike to lend

a hand in making politics a cleaner business. I'm sure you

agree. With the decibel count rising, fair play dictates a

/ balanced look at this matter.

I too believe that the President's record -- domestic and
foreign -- has been outstanding. I am enclosing a copy of

a recent press release in which I have tried to point out thése
positive and important record of the President.

Thanks again for your good letter.

Sincerely,

George Bush
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September 12, 1973

Mr. Joseph J. Rzesutock
Seven Fountains
Virginia

Dear Mr. Rzesutock:

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your frank views
of the sordid Watergate Mess.

The Watergate case and related campaign activities are in the
hands of our criminal justice system. As you know, under the
American system, a person is innocent until proven guilty in
our courts of law. Thia includes the President of the United
States. Part of our criminal justice system is the safequarding
of those who may prove to be innocent, and I will support the
President until I am given reason to do otherwise. I understand
what you are saying, but I must respectfully disagree with your
subjective conclusion,

Watergate is an issue that disgusts all Americans and one that
particularly hurts those of us who have been in public office
and who feel that politics is an honorable and not a grubby
business. For incidents such as this hurt our system, not
just party or person.

Yours very truly,

7 Ny George Bush




SEVEN FOUNTAIINS VA 22053
2l _Mvausr 23, /273

Pk, Georee Bogcy EHairmAN

REPUBLICAN MNorrens QémpmiTTEE
3/0 Lafe SB. S-E | AUG 2 7 Reco

Wasr /xneron, DC.

PDesr S re-

PRES JRienARrRy MP MronNn MHAs BN DISHNES
AND

PECE )T FUL ALL Mis ADULT i FE., Jry Cammpicnp
wene

kide DISHX;EST DuRmwe Hrs PiciTieAC wLiFeE

Xou sHoutnD Be ASHA E RESL/~ 1 v Conddi
APILOHZING ot HAxnp SUPPIRTIMP Suer 73 e soONn,

LM QewvIiveED THAT /fe /s LyriVe A Baun
WhrentAre %y JToty Dean Top The

TéUuTH

Wixonw sHovicr ResicNn AS PrResi Deny

Ware R ¢ATE WilL No7 C6 Awhy WITH Tike Bulsiy
Hrtl S OIvING THRU HIg PResS CinFepney RS
AND SPEECHES. As A GCRASS Rorr s voTER

T ISxew WHA M TAuwve ABgew

Gt 9 et




Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet
(George Bush Library)

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE RESTRICTION

AND TYPE

attachment RE: RNC contribution (3 pp.)

1. Letter w/ From Mrs. J.M. Samuel to George Bush C

COLLECTION
George Bush Personal Papers

Republican National Committee - Alpha Files - 1973

FILE LOCATION
[Public Mail on Watergate] [2]

OA/ID Number
Date Closed 10/20/99

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.8.Q. 2204(a)]

P-1 Natlonal Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA]

P-2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a}(2) of the PRA]

P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

P4 Release would disclose lradese:crets or confidential commereial or
fisanclal information [(a)(4) of the FRA]

P-5 Relensc would disclose conﬁdeptial advise between the President and
his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA]

P-6 Release would constitute a clearly wowarranted invasion of personal
privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

C. Closed In accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of pift.

RESTRICTION CODES

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.5.C. 552(b)]

F-1 Nutlonal security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

F-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an
agency [(B)(2) of the FOLA]

F-3 Release would viclnte a Federal statute [(b)(3) of ihe FOIA]

F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or canfidentin} or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA)

F-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invesion of personal
privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

F-7Relense would disclose information compiled for lnw enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

F-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
finaneial institutions [(1)(8) of the FOIA)

F-9 Release would disclose geologlea! or geophysical Information
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August 17, 1973

Miss G. Sandifur
11865 Magnolia Blvd. #16
N. Hollywood, California

Dear Miss Sandifur:

Thank you for your note of Aggset 2 and for your generous contri-
bution. Your support means a great deal to us and we are very
happy to receive it.

Since you brought up the matter of examining the backgrounds of
members of the Senate Select Committee, I am enclosing a recent
statement and affidavits I presented to the public on this very
issue. My statement concerning Carmine Bellino was neitherea
counterattack nor an attempt to say Watergate wasn't bad because
the Democrats have done similar things. Watergate was bad and

I deeply resent the fact that the activities of a few misguided
individuals have tarnished the political system I b&lieve in.

But I agree with you that in the interest of fair play, these
incidents involving members of a committee investigating Republicans
should be looked into. A submommittee consisting of Senators
Gurney, Talmadge, and Inouye has been set up to investigate these
charges.

Thanks again for your support. We'll do our level best to merit
your confidence. :

Yours very truly,

George Bush
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Intelligence Digest

A compilation of documented facts for thinking Americal

by Julian Williams

Director of Research, Christian Crusade

Watergate and th

e enoimous publicity given nature of some of the people hired

Watergate
15 has almost buried a far
important issue — the re-
\g POWs. These Americans
‘ht back important truths

s were important news and |

about our Communist enemy

<>~  heard by many Americans

had never heard these things

e. The returning prisoners

given much attention on tele-

n, in daily newspapers, popu- |

1agazines, etc. However, since |

Vatergate affair has been bal- |

«d into such a big thing, little

w heard of the POWs and the

irtant truths they were bring- |

0 a brainwashed nation.

1 the May 20 issue of his news
«ysis, Tactics, Edward Hunter
pointed out a very important paral-
lel: the trial of Sen. Joseph Mc-
Carthy by a select committee of
the Senate from April through June
of 1954. Hunter noted that at the
same time as  this _ trial,

Communists were sieging a French

fortress at Dienbienphu. In Tactics
he wrote:

“Only a little more help would
have defeated the Communists.
Appeals sent by the CIA were ig- |
nored because practically all the
government’s attention was being
focused on its fight against Me-
Carthy. Press reports, during the
1973 brouhaha, tell how the wheels
of government have almost come
to a halt because of its involve-
ment in the Watergate . . . im-
broglio. /

“What is taking place now, that
otherwise would be getting a big
news play? What should be ob-
vious to all is that a great portion
would go to

communism, along with their |
tic and religious fervor. The | ing

fore the truths they brought\

[

~ payro

issue in recent by the committee. The June 2 is-

sue of E@WW*\
~%Gen. Sam Ervin (D-N.C.),

chairman of the select Watergate
investigating committee, might do
well by examining the strange hir-
practices of his chief counsel,
Samuel Dash. One of Dash’s early
hirelings was Harold K. Lipset, the
panel’s chief investigator who re-/
signed in April after learning that’
the press was about to reveal his|
1966 guilty plea to a misdemeanor
in a New York case. The charge:
illegal electronic eavesdropping —
bugging. In an ‘exclusive inter-
view’ in the May issue of The Con-
spiracy, official newspaper of the
Bay Area Regional Council of the
National Lawyers Guild, cited as
the legal arm of the Communist
Party by the House Committee on
Un-American  Activities, Lipset
boasts he ‘had the privilege
working’ on cases resulting in ac-
quittals for such clients as Angela
Davis, the Soledad Brothers, Ruch-
ell Magee, the Pentagon Papers
d fenda};tg,aqgmsws_%d
oYt er odd duck still
serving on the Ervin committee
is former OEO attorney
Terry Lenzner, a defender of left-
wing antiwar activist-priests, the
Berrigan brothers, one of whom
labeled the returned POWs as ‘war
criminals.’ Lenzner, the Ervin pan-
el’s assistant chief counsel, was
canned a few years back by then-
EO head Donald Rumsfeld for vi-
lating OEQ rules governing legal
aid to radicals. Lenzner had re-
fused to de-fund radical antipover-
ty groups using taxpayers’ money
to aid th;,'ﬁack Panthers and the
SDS. To no one’s surprise, the of-

ficial biography on Ervin commit-

; tee staffers makes no mention of
of this time on the air and space \ Lénzner’s OEQ employment.”

American POW re-

___Aid and Comfort to Enamu
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May 23, 1973

Mr. M. Sawyer
240 W, Union
Medina, Ohio

Dear Mr. Sawyer:

Thank you so much for taking the time to write,
Mr. Sawyer. [ was very interested in your inter-
pretation of the Watergate mess.

I am confident that before long the 'truth will out, "
I, personally, am pledged to do my level best to
work here at the RNC to improve the image of the
Republican Party and to try to run thinge on a fair
and principled basis.

Also, I think we should try and maintain the proper
perspective about this thing, The misguided acts
of a few individuals certainly do not reflect the
attitudes of the majority of good Americans -
regardless of party affiliation.

Again, thank you for writing, and best wishes.

Yours very truly,

| George Bush

GB:RZ:jj
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July 16, 1973

Mre. 0. A. Schellhose
101 Northeast 19th Avenue
Deerfield Beach, Florida 33441

Dear Mrs. Schellhose:

Thank you for your letter of July 6. I appreciate your sharing
your views with me.

I can assure you that I am speaking out at every opportunity in
defense of the President, as are bther Republican leaders around
the country. The Senate committee will investigate the funding
of the Democrats at a later point during the hearings, and I
think we should wait to see what comee up. I certainly agree
with you that the President should mot resgign, and no Republicans
thet T know think he should. I am confident that when the full
truth comes out, the President and the Republican Party will be
vindicated.

Warm regards.
Yours very truly,

George Bush

GB/EO/br
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August 17, 1973 G 5/
Mr. Gdtdpn H. Scherer
1717 Carew Tower
Cincinnati, Ohfio 45202

- Dear Gordon:

These have been troubling times, I've read
with keen interest your reply to Stub Cole. The
press just doesn't want to "let Nixon up", but
someday this will be history - not a particularly
pleasant part of histery - but history, and the
sooner the better for our country.

Gordon, it was great hearing from you a:;nln.

Yours very truly,

~ George Bush

GB/hc
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SCHERER,SCHNEIDER & SCHERER

GORDON H.SCHERER
LOUIS J. SCHNEIDER
GORDON M. SCHERER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1717 CAREW TOWER

CINCINNATI,OHIO 45202

AREA CODE 513
4z2i-2022

August 16, 1973
pUG 1

The Honorable George Bush
Republican National Committee
310 First Street, Southwest
Washington, D. C. 20003

Dear George:

I suppose you know that Stub Cole

has been obtaining from former Republican Members

of Congress statements concerning the Watergate

hearings.

]

—y

I am enclosing a copy of his letter to
me and a copy of my reply. I thought you might

be interested.

GHS:jb

Att.

Sincerely,
A

/—\éw»\,

//'Gordon H. Scherer

|

-

2

[



SCHERER,SCHNEIDER & SCHERER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1717’ CAREW TOWER

GORDON H.SCHERER n CINCINNATI,OHIO 45202
© LOUIS J. SCHNEIDER —_

AREA CODE S13
GORDON M.SCHERER .
421-2022

August 15, 1973

The Honorable Sterling Cole
Atomic Energy Consultant
1737 H Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

‘Dear Stub: '

I have been away from the city on vacation and
your letter of August 1 was on my desk when I returned
yesterday. I hasten to reply.

First of all, let me congratulate you for making
this much needed effort to negate some of the unfair
tactics of the Senate Watergate Committee.

You may not recall, when I retired from the
Congress in 1962 I was serving as the ranking Republican
on the House Committee on Un-American Activities, which
was comprised solely of lawyers. While I realize that
an investigating committee of' the Congress is not bound
to follow the rules of evidence in conducting its hearings,
nevertheless, the much criticised Committee on Un~American
Activities scrupulously followed, with but rare exceptions,
the rules of evidence. , ' ’

In those days, the press and the liberal crowd
applauded the Communist element, their cohorts and their
lawyexs, who loudly and contemptuously publicly berated
the members of the Committee by calling them Birchers,
witch~hunters,. fascists, despoilers of the Constitution,
ete,




The Honorable Stexrling Cole
August 15, 1973
Page No. 2

i As I have said, in spite of the fact that we
followed the rules of evidence, we were charged with
violating the First Amendment o the Constitution, the
civil rights, and freedom of speech and associztion of
these "innocents, many of whom advocated the overthrow
of the-govermment of the United States by force and
violence., . ” '

Today this same liberal left-wing element applauds
and joins with the Erwin Committee in violating the basic
constitutional rights of those called before the Committee,
whether they are inmocent or eventually found guilty. 1Im
fact, the Senate Committee, before the eyes of the nationm,
without due process, has branded as guilty at least a half
dozen persons. Whether they are guilty or not, they have
deprived these people of a fair trial.

I predict that eventually the Supreme Court will
set aside any guilty convictions because the Senate
Committee, by its unfair tactics and publicity, has made _
it impossible for anyone involved in the Watergate scandal
to obtain a fair trial anywhere in the United States.

. The Supreme Court is bound to follow the ruling
in the well known Sheppard case. You will recall that in
that case, Dr. Sheppard was released from the penitentiary
after he had been convicted of murder by a jury solely
because he had been given undue and unfavorable publicity
which the court held prejudiced the jury and prevented
him from getting a fair trial.

The 'Exrwin Committee supposedly is an impartial
investiéating committee, It is supposed to bring out all
" the facts, favorable and unfavorable, in connection with
persons directly or indirectly involved., With few '
exceptions, the Committee has acted as prosecutors. Also




The Honorable Sterling Cole

“August 15, 1973

Page No. 3

with few exceptions the Committee passed up asking
questions that would have pinpointed some of the issues
and testimony of certain witnesses which would have
reacted favorably instead of adversely against some of
those involved.

‘Never in all my experiences during my ten years
in the Congress as a member of the highly controversial
investigating Committee on Un-American Activities and my
earlier experience as a prosecutor and police official,
have I éver seen such highly objectionable hearsay
evidence permitted, such leading questions asked, such
snide remarks and facial expressions approving or
disapproving the testimony of witnesses. Furthermore,
never before do I believe that an investigating committee
so extensively permitted and asked witnesses for their
beliefs, reactions, and conclusions.

What appalled me even more was the fawning by

-some Senators over the participants in the scandal who

were confessing their guilt, hoping for some form of
immunity. You do not need to be an expert in this field
to realize that the main objective of most members of the
Committee is to ""get the President”.

Tt has become crystal clear that the President
was not involved in any way in the Watergate break-in and,

 consequently, the Committee is attempting to lead the

country to believe that the President was the chief
architect of the cover-up.

'Somé of the Senators, the press, and others, have
attacked the President for not telling before now what he

- knows about Watergate and the participation of some of the

White House staff and the Committee to Re-elect the President.
Some of these people have already been indicted and no doubt




The Honorable Sterling Cole
August 15 1973
Page No. 4

othefs will be. - Dick Nixon could be disbarred if he
made,a publlc statement which established, ox helped
to establish the guilt of persons 1nd1cted

, If he testified before the Senate Committee
he would be raping the Separation of Powers which
every President should fight to maintain, He would be
‘partlcz.pat:.ng with the Committee in usurping the
function| of the Judiciary and convicting persons without
a tr;al :

| .
! In fact, if the President had done as his

detréctors have demanded, he would havée made it
absolutely impossible for the Justice Department to
convict anyone of those persons already indicted
and to be indicted. As I have pointed out before,
in my opinion, under the Sheppard case, the Senate
.Committee has already prevented the sustaining by the
Supreme Court of any Watergate convictions.

|

| The tragedy is that the members of the Senate
Commlttee know this, but for polltlcal reasons they
Justld0n|t give a damn This is obvious because long
before -the hearings are concluded some of the Senators
have ,been on nationwide radio and television and have
clearly 1nd1cated that they have already made up their
- minds about the issues involved and the guilt or lack
of gullt of witnesses WhO have appeared before them.

| Stub, your letter gave me a chance to let off

some |steam that has been accumulating. Thanks a million,
| .

All good wishes,

|
|
I

g ' . Gordon H. Scherer
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August 15, 1973

i
|
|
.. Dear Stub:

, I would like to add a note to my letter

mailed to you earlier today.

i, . In discussing the Committee on Un-American

- Activities, I failed to point out that whenever a
matter was the subject of a Grand Jury investigation,
or if the Department of Justice advised the
Committee that the Justice Department was quietly
investigating a matter, the Committee.either
cancelled the hearings or postponed them until the
indictments had been disposed of or the Justice

* ‘Department advised us their investigation was
completed and that it had no objection to the
Committee proceeding with its hearing.

‘ ' This was the request that Archibald Cox
made of the Senate Watergate Committee and properly
so. ', The Senate Committee refused to comply.

Sincerely,

Goxrdon H. Scherer

: GHS:jb.E
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_ August 1, 1973 |

To all former Republican Mambers of Congress:

The time dafinitely has come when responsible Republicans must speak out .
wWith a um.ted voice against the rape of Nixon pnd the Presidency by some Democrats
and a hostile press and no ens can be better gqualified for this than former Members
of Gongress, I'b is not enough for us to disavew invelvement in Watergate by the
plea that the Republican Party a3 such was net to blame, True as this may be,
nev»arthelesa R it rexains the fact that ho wes our nomines for the Presidency and
whatever urong doing bas been done was done in his Administration, As with one
voice we xmst spea.k out for the milliens of gilent B.epublicans who feel them-

. selves being helplessl;y ravished,

|
It lis oxlrbrageeus that Nixon has been allowed to be pilleoried by the press
ant the Brvin star-ehmuber inquisition with ne cutery of protest against this foul

-' .partisan abuse of legislative authority by the Demoorats, oxcept that of Senator .

Carl Gurtis and|his handfel ef stelwarts,

I 1would. propose thet =21l formor Republican Representatn.ves end Senators -
join in voicinn their confidence in the integrity of Richard Nixen and their con-
viction that his contribution te peace and stebility im the wordd (Viet Nam, Soviets,
Red China, POW! 89 ote,) together with his dotermination to cub cxpenditures and
curtail inﬂation, expand foreign trade, cenmtrel drug traffic, reduce orime and

_many other posi'bive accomplishments, cutwaigh by far the harm which may have been '

~ time. Dick is :Ln a’' gerlous. predicanment and needs all the help possible, A cowardly

done by the elleged i1legal piccadilies of Watergate s even if true, i

f

I would ask that you write at the bobttem of this letter just a sentence i

or 2, in strong|lang‘eage, to axpress your feeling in the matter in support of i

Nixon and ret'am it to ms 80 that the respomses can 21l be published at the same I

Congress is mteo He owe hinm no less than this expressien of confldence and our

faith that history will record him 83 a great President., Please respend at once
or at 1ea.3t.| give me your reaction, ’

Th:.s is |belng done on my otm initia.t-ive believing that my span in Congress,
1935 1957, has brought =s in touch with most of you, 0,

Sincerely,

Wﬁ - /V["
ith warm reg:

e ———
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Immaculately innocent or guilty as

midnight in the Watergale scandals,

wise or unwise as a matter of polities,
President Nixon is absolutely right in
refusing to hand over tapes of his pri-

vate conversations to thé Ervin Senale

committee,
No matter his motive, he i3 here de-
fending the very heart of the Ameri-

can constitutional system, which' re-

quires the separation of powers be-
tween {he presidency, -the Congress,
and the courts—ithat is to say, the inde-
pendence ol each and every one from
the other two.

Had he submiited to the Senate here .

he would have set a preeedent which
al the very least eould endanger or-
derly government for all the unknown
future and which at the worst .could
desiroy the effectiveness of the: pres;-
deney as an institution.

It is hard in the present climaie to
say 1lhese things. For to defend our
constitutional system, the nohlest
ever devised, one must open himself to
the charge that he is defending ecorrup-
tion, or simply a man narned Richard
Nixon, One hecomes in favor of con-
duct within the White House establish-
ment that is intolerable and unforgiv-
able to any civilized man. Nor it is any
way to promotion and pay in my pro-
fession, where so many of my col-
leagues are running foot races fo see

who can be more morally outraged
than whom, Well, so be it

The President’s refusal to open con-
fidential White House files of course
invites the suspicion that he has not
merely something, but possibly a great
deal, to hide. For that matter, the sus-
picions may be valid, though.on this
point I for one should like to" walt for
all the evidence ‘beforé returning any
personal verdict of guilty. Even a Pres-
ident of the United States—even a
President some of whose assoclates, at
least, have so profoundly ill-used their
country—is entitled to another consti-
tutional. protecticn guaranfeed to all
Americans. This to be presumed inno-
cent until proved guilty.

But the point is that what Richard
Nixon did or did not know about
Watergate is jrrelevant to the great
and fateful issue that now lies before

the country and ultimately before the '

Supreme Court. Nor is it relevant as to

what the tapes might or might not .

prove in this connection. Indeed, the
President himself jritroduced an irrele-
vancy in injecting the secondary claim
that the tapes at any rate could not he
conclusive,

On hig side, Chairman Sam Ervin of

the Senate committee responded with -

an irrelevancy of his own in arguing

that whatever the “abstruse” constitu-

tmnal situation, the President owed a
“moral” obhgatxon to surrender the
files.

Keeping the Tapes west s i

‘No, the Issue s terribly simple—ancl
in-its implications simply terrible. Can
the right of confidentiality for presi-
dential files which for two centuries

. has been sustained be breached now

because of Watergate? If this can be
done to an unpepuylar and & suspect
President it can be done tomorrow to :

quite another kind of President. Here

is the plain, the bedrock, and the lar l
from “abstruse” reality: l

If a President cannot maintain con fu-
dentiality he cannot usefully negoli- «
ale-with foreign powers, for they will
know that anything they say might he-
come publie property and might more-
over be torn out of all context. He can-
not protect genuine, as distinguished
from dubious, matters of national secu-
rity. He cannot, in short, effectively
govern; and he is at the merey of any
Senaie committee, whether honorable
and integrious bhis time or demagogic
and destructively vengefnl next time.

Is finding out “the whole truth”'
about Watergate, or a dozen Water-
gates, assuming these famous tapes
could in fact find it out, really worth
this much? Even the gr eat step in the
dark of a presidential impeachmeni
would be far less dangerous to the
whole future of the Uniled States. Sav
if you will that Richard Nixon is right !
for the wrong reasons; he is still right |
all the same. I

@ 1973, United Foature Syndicuts
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Dilemma: Nixon as He s or Not at All

In a typical passage of
overblown courtroom rheto-
ric, Sen. Sam Ervin arrived
at the remarkable conclu-
sion that the Watergate
scandal is a greater tragedy
than the Civil War.

For his part, President
Nixon views the Watergate
proceedings as a vegomous
attempt to destory him and
the presidency for partisan
and ideological reasons.

These opposite extremss
contain the ingredients of
an angry divisicn of nation-
al opinion which may not
abate throughout Nixon's
second term.

It is already evident that
a kind of polarization is
developing less around con-
cepts of guilt or innccence
in this particular case than
on breader concepts of good
and evil. i )

Ervin is becoming more
and more an anti-Nixon pro-

tagonist on general princi-
ples, and unable to conduct
himself with judicial re-
straint. Nixon is bridling
over what he conceives to
be injustice to himself and
the dignity of his office so0
that he is less able to re-
spond to challenge in a flex-
ible way.

. Attitudes on both sides
are rapidly hardening as

the testimony of Nixon’s’

accusers and his defenders
come into irreconcilable
conflict. The time can be
foreseen when questions of
guilt or innocence will rest
entirely upon an interpreta-
tion of the White House
tapes-which Nixon denies to
the Ervin Committee and
special prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox.

Either way, with the
tapes in the hands of the
investigators or with Nixon
sustained by the courts in

withholding them, the
doubts are likely to remain.
Nixon admits the inconclu-
sive elements. As he hears
the tapes they vindicate
him. Someone else might
conclude the contrary. |
If the tapes are never re-
leased, the element of doubt
may be increased. But, in
any case, the doubt re-
mains. So far as Nixon is
concerned, the question of
guilt or innocence then
tends to be measured by
degree of faith in the man,

not alone on the score of -

Watergate but upon his full
record as president,

The validity of his acts
and those of his asscciates
in this extremely narrow
Watergate segment of his
presidencv thus may be
engulfed in larger political
and ideological issues,

As Nixon’s defense pos-
ture emerges, notably in the

testimony of John Erlich-
man and surely later in that
of H. R. Haldeman, the
emphasis is shifted to these
larger questions. The issues
focus on the divisive and
sensitive conflicts of the
1970-72 period, evoking re-
flections on the theft of the
Pentagon Papers, revela-
tion of other top-secret dec-
uments and the revolution-
ary atmosphere created by
the New Left extremists in

their opposition to Nixon's .

policies.

An attemnpt is thus made
to recreate a moaood from
which Nixon profited politi-
cally and which now serves
to make more understanda-
ble some of the extreme
White House reponses in the

1970-72 penod which do not
appear in_a gcod light to-
day

T'he choice being pushed
forward is not merely be-
tween guilt or innocence in
specific cases. It is increas-
ingly being made a choice
between Nixon, guilty or
innocent in this particular
area, and the belief of those
who have always opposed
him that he is now and al-
ways has been unfit to be
president.

Nixon says: Take me on
faith. I tell the truth.

But it may be that he will
be accepted only on faith as
an effective president with-
out necessarily accepting

. what he says as the whole

truth and nothing but the
truth.

Everything that he does
moves the choice in that
direction. He says that he
will let others “wallow in
Watergate” while he does
what he was elected to do,
and what he said he would
do. He is thus asking that he
be judged on his whole rec-

ord as president and not on
aberrations of 1070-72 with
which he ch he says he either had

no connection, or_no wrong
intent,

Some believe him, some
do not, Others believe part
of what he says, and others
nothing. One out of four,
according to the polls, be-
lieve he should resign or be
impeached.

The choice moves toward
taking Nixon as he is or not
at.all, and that is the divi- .
sion which is likely to be

angrily expounded through-
out his second term.
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WATERGATE HEARINGS; _
A ROMAN HOLIDAY?

What aro the hemninga on VAzhergesa ofl abod? | know whet thay aro suppesed o ba obout,
bt whet comens through to me diamn't equar with publicizted Indendlons and'purposa, | find my-
qulw’i‘lcbodmdcnw ﬂ:mﬂthlm&dﬁmlmﬂ?uﬁlﬁpuﬁ
ings with mory pesclo, pacple y m?\l illead porsuaibons (samalimss reluctont
bacavsa | n abyemelly bored anid dichwbed by thia cdraveganza), and o strikingly cchalve
concansus hoa hecoms avidged.

Idbvﬂdwybupednwnlhamwlpum ralicious, mom lex
dnl!aléxmﬂ—-druh,pwrlh wnial, - v, clrcow, tox dallers
orow on Irees, donh thoy, Imwmumhmbﬂnnmdwmnodlhuclwﬂ:,
kongoroo coun, pucly golifical, pots cclling tha katies blods, McCarthdam, bica, protty Boboy
Shafto, sllver buckics on Kz keaa (Bcker), a man on lifal for rurclar 1ent compolled do endure
such on ardac), 0 convonlont forum for has-tens end theeo an tha g, ocs to grind, holice?
thanthou, boring, ko repctitiows . o , Wd:thgyh‘.‘.ohnmcaklmﬁn samme quastions, lsnY
hocuu(Ba&al.
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fon, toma go ko for, como cro frivoloua), | bl that meny of them touch on the Achillns” hecl
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Firel: Senctor Ervin, tho (1T olo courdry fowycr (his words, nd mine), reigning suprome tn
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and obla lo p'kma himsetf atows The besita,

Socond: Sencicr Debar, mumging for the comerca, tedding s glasecs with chudlad sang-
froid. Too thootikel, loo intert mm:]rghmﬂapdrll, rinding cn cx for his climb to the
pinnacla, A poCy cald Coth Sercier Bclear and Senclor Ernvin hovo boon axposed 1o
:mdllwcnd‘q':hmw!nnudcly \STy an thoy, for heaven's ook, givo that comumon
word *further™ i proper pronundetion

Third: Sencter Gurngy, ohm!hﬂmﬂ:niaﬁeddr Ho conzs through o2 a men of aale-
'lglnmdlxv;n &yﬂyaﬂwﬂmmmlogﬂ K {0 heart of Hha matiar. A Doniol In
tha lions’

Fowth; Sencior VWoicker, o wild mon — orms flalling, chouting, full of cound and
fury. + A man with @ hoarty tomper, | cuspact. Out of his dopth on thia committes. Fow axcel
!w\! and qnad lquwn find it ncoacary to floch oul thelr ebilities with Blusier, shouts and prapos-
torous geiticulctions, Madicom cnd Irforlcr kewyora froquently cdost such diversionary tadics ko

mml:lhd:ll:de:,\mm.
*h PgIl Elmmhw»ﬁﬂw mndﬂﬂf@bhﬁ}ﬁhﬂ wdthin the eanfincs
] i

Sirth: Senctces Ta'modga and Mantoya, ‘l‘wnmdm,nilhﬂdmsdl effen, could foda indo”

the wollpopor, So dour, o fungreal, esomingty wilhout lifo apart from the corpoccio Myl
thay are ill, posr e, e fust Hein mrydpub!t:lavku. S
. Sevonth: Counial Dash end hle Gislaterd Lonaner, McCozibwlzr A lottorday cdeptalion of
0. Their noked bics with kachaty chawdrg, tholr hestility — oll ko polpable, Thoto two man are
ndmchnglwlrdhthaymd«:udm.pmlmhdyl‘uprl::mﬁmmnhmvﬂdd,
ropocicedly, the prindples of datachment, fatrcsy and .
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nown,
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J July 23, 1973

Dear Mr. Bush:
Thank you for your reply to my letter of July 6.

I speculated in my last letter that 80 to 90%
of the political establishment in the United States
is essentially corrupt. I regret to say that, on
further reflection, I cannot escape the conclusion
that anyone who participates in the political pro-
cess automatically becomes a part of the endemic
graft/corruption which appears to be the hallmark
of the entire political system. To extend Barry
Goldwater's term, '"...the stink is everywhere...'!

I sincerely pray that the government-related
political establishment in the United States will
| be blessed with new vision that will make its graft
| and corruption minimal. If the GOP courageously
| | and sincerely draws on ''radical' conservative thought
| | available to it in building a new party, you may
S/ call on my participation.

i Respectfully,

iltsrone JT Lobyp e,

Mr. George Bush, Chariman

Republican National Committee

Dwight D. Eisenhower Republican Center
310 First Street Southeast

Washington, D. C. 20003

= ;//// Ji
The Honorable William Frenzel © .
The House of Representatives //
Washington,D. C. O i,/.r/! A/
, JA
K\'V //"' [!’ 4 | rlf
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July 18, 1973

Mr. Gilmore T. Schjeldahl
4436 Marlborough Court
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343

Dear Mr. Schjeldahl:

This will acknowledge your letter in reply to mine of July 6th
expressing my views on behalf of President Nixon. I appreciate your sup-
port of my views.

However, I note you believe there is a fundamental issue
involved fay beyond the improprieties of the Watergate incident. I do not
share your comments that 80-90% of our political establishment in this
country are essentially corrupt. I would hate to believe that a situation
like that exists.

It has been my good fortune over a number of years to have been
affiliated with hrthe Executive and Legislative branches of government
and an overwhelming number of people with whom I have been in contact are
of the highest ethical standards.

I do appreciate your taking time out to give me the benefit of
your thoughts and especially your consideration in forwarding a copy of
your letter to Senator Ervin, Chairman of the Senate Select Comnmittee in-
vestigating the Watergate issue.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

GB:ABH: jd
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July 12, 1973

Dear Mr. Bush:

In your letter of July 6, you expressed views
complimentary to the President. I agree with you
and, in addition, consider myself as "One of the
17% (who) Defends Mr, Nixon''(as described in a July
11 Wall Street Journal article by Jude Wanniske.

There is a fundamental issue that continues
to bother me, however, and that is my belief that
the Senate Select Committee was stimulated to its
present importance by a more basic problem: "The
Impoundment of Funds by the Executive Branch'. As
to the alleged crimes and improprieties committed
in the "Watergate'" and the "White House Horror Stor-
fes'", I believe that the Judicial Branch of the
government, with or without the help of the Senate
Committee, will find and convict the guilty, reveal
the truth and protect the innocent.

To be more specific about my concern, it is my
feeling that the political establishment in our coun-
try is essentially corrupt because most (80 to 90%
would be a guess) of its participants depend on pol-
itcal graft* for survival of their views and/or live-
1ihood. When the President impounded funds, it posed
a fundamental threat to the livelihood of many pol-
itictans (of both parties) and it is my belief that
the Watergate issue provides a handy tool for those
who wish to destroy, for all time, impoundment as a
serious threat to the institution of political graft.

Political corruption may be likened to the 'eco-
nomic necessity'" our society places on the killing
of tens of thousands of our citizens, and the cripp-
ling of additional millions each year, to support
the economic and social conveniences the automobile
provides (to society). There seems to be something
barbaric and unmoral about our collective conscience
which accepts practices such as the "highway kill"
and political corruption, respectively, with such a
high level of insensivity!

*Roget's College Thesaurus, page 155,
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As to the correction of the basic ills in our
political system, I think it is wishful thinking
to expect anything of long term significance from
our national institutions because, in my view, such
reform will require the application of a "radical"
conservative thought process and the owner of such
a mind is not now on the political, or publiec,
horizon.

Sincerely,

Mr. George Bush, Chairman
Republican National Committee
Dwight D. Eisenhower Republican Center

310 First Street Southeast
Washington, D. C., 20003

ce
The Honorable William Frenzel

The House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.




Gilmore T. Sch jeldahl
4436 ."‘\ar]bomug}l Court

Minnetonka. Minnesota 55343

July 14, 1973 ThRE

Dear Senator Ervin:

I sadly saw your noontime TV Inverview where , in
response to an interviewer's question, you stated
in effect that '"...the President is faking an {ll-
ness...he only has 'walking pneumonia’'', I think
your remark was highly unfortunate because it was
obviously picked up by a sensation-seeking repor-
ter and has resulted in scandalous stories about
the President.

Other than being ashamed of yourself, I really
have nothing to suggest that can redeem your
thoughtlessness.

Respectfully,

i w /*%AM

The Honorable Sam J. Ervin, Jr.
The United States Senate
Washington, D. C.

cc

The Honorable William Frenzel
The House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. -

Mr. George Bush, Chairman V’///
Republican National Committee

Dwight D. Eisenhower Republican Center
310 First Street Southeast

Washington, D. C. 20003
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Mr. Gilmore T. Schjeldahl

4436 Marlborough Court
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343

l JulJ 6, 1973
|
|
+
|

Dea Mr. Schjeldahl:
Thanke for your good letter.

I have great confidence that when the Senate hearinges are over
and all the witnesses have had their say, the President will -
remain untarnished. The bi-partisan commission the President
has proposed to study and recommend political cémpaign reforms
should go a long way to clear up some of these problems for the
future, but I just don't believe that wrongdoing in politics is
as pervasise ag Watergate makes it seem,

Thanke again for sharing your feelings with me. Your support
memns a lot.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

GB/EO/br
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v Gilmore T. Schjeldahl

)~ /’ 4436 Marlborough Court JUL3 R ECD
r{ "‘ Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343 '

June 30, 1973

Dear Mr. Bush:

After reading your letter of June 21, 1973, the
following observations ocurred to me:

art
(1) From wateching a gocﬁhof the Dean testimony,
I more than ever firmly believe (as I stated
in my letter of 6/12/73 to Representative
Frenzel) that the Senate Committee is partisan
to the point that the prime objective of the
Committee majority is to "...get the President...".
It is also becoming clear to me that the major=
ity party in Congress desperately needs to win
the '""Impoundment vs Pork Barrel' contest and,
obviously, their way to win is to destroy Pres-
ident Nixon. We shall seewhat happens to the
"high morals™ of the Committee majority when
the investigation gets around to probing the
criminality of the Democratic Party when it
burglarized ballot boxes and criminally gained
the Presidency in the 1960 elections!

(2) As to the moral issues suggested by the hear-
ings, I do not recall any expression that would hdbate
a workable desire to make basic changes in the
stained (and I speak kindly) ethical standards
under which the entire political establishment
operates. It seems odd to reflect, however,

that it just might be possible for the GOP to
become the reform party because it has far less

to lose than the Democratic Party which has
controlled spending for most of the past 4O years.
In a more sensitive moral climate, it would some-
times be difficult to separate the word 'spending"
from the word ''graft",.

(3) I am disillusioned by the appointment of a
"conservative' conservative as the Chairman of
the Minnesota GOP instead of a critically needed
"radical' conservative! What I heard about*the
convention sounded like a re-run of the phoney
flag-waving, the win-win-win, super patriotic
type of baloney that is being made bankrupt

by the Senate hearings. There are productive

issues on which to gain voter suggort but I
fear that the Minnesota GOP establishment has




taken novocain instead of the adrenalin it
thought was being pumped into its veins

by the election of State Senator Brown as
its Chairman.

Thank you for your responses to my letters.
I would also like to extend this appreciation to
Representative Frenzel,

Respectfully,
Sl F Ryt

Mr. George Bush, Chairman

Republican National Committee

Dwight D. Eisenhower Republican Center
310 First Street Southeast

Washington, D. C. 20003

cc

The Honorable William Frenzel
The House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.
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June 21k 1973

Mr. Gilmore T. Schjeldahl
4436 Marlborough Court
Minnetonka, Minnesota

Dear Mr, Schjeldahl:

Thank you for your memo and copy of your letter to Repubsentative
Framedl. I appreciate your letting me know how you feel, and your
offér to help.

I too believe Mr. Nixon's speech put the entire Watergate episode
in proper perspective. He accepted full responsibility and pledged
as he had done previously, to do everything possible to see that
Justice 1s done. You have reinforced what I have been saying time
and time again -- that there is a feeling of overkill and there are
those who are literally dealing in innuendo and half-truth, There
are many positive things happening in this country and there are
many important issues on the minds of the American people -- cost
of T1iving, domestic programs, foreign policy, etc. Recently a
Gallup poll showed Watergate to be not number one, but number four
on the minds of the people in this country.

A1l our efforts at the RNC are geared toward strengthening the
Party and electing a Republican majority to Congress in '74. MWe
need your help and your support now &nd in the future. Thank
you agaifpfor your memo, and for your support.

Yours very truly,

George Bush



M EM @ from  Gilmore T. Schjeldahl

Mr. Bush 6/1/73

To Date. Time

In addition to the attached letter,
I thought you might be interested in
a meeting I attended this week. The
speaker was Rev. Larry Ward who is
\assigned by the Ecumenical Institute
to its "Fifth City Communtity (Pop-
‘ulation about 20,000) on Chicago's
west side, a remarkable revolutionarsy
development wherein,after six years,
- over 50% of the residents own their
Eomesl What was striking to me was
o hear a black,liberal, socially-
oriented Pastor say:
) said
’PWho says that Watergate has gotito b«
| the #1 priority for our nation?"

A'"In the last Chicago elections,
out of 1,000 votes cast only 4
votes showed up in the news-
papers."

Let me know of any way I can help.

Reply ([J Initial and return [ Spe me &" W

Fre.iz&i says
Nixo: noul
testify in  J/w
Senate probe:
By Staff Corresponden ‘s

Washington, D.C.

Rep. Bill Frenzel, R.-

Minn said Thursday that
b Presxdent

select committee now in-
vestigating the Watergate
scandal "would have the
greatest possible effect
in restoring public confi-
dence in the administra-
tion.

Frenzel said he was disap-
pointed with a recent
White House statement
declaring that it would be
""constitutionally inappro-
priate" for Mr. Nixon to
testify before either the
‘Senate committee or a
federal grand jury. Federal
prosecutors also are inves-
tigating the burglary of
Democratic national head-
quarters June 17 in the
Watergate office complex.

The Minnesota Republican
noted that there is an his-
torical

presidential testunony be-
fore congressional com-
mittees. But he added that
the involvement of presi-
dential campaign aides in

the burglary was a unique
situation.
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Gilmore T. Schjeldahl
4436 Marlborough Court
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343

June 1, 1973

Dear Representative Frenzel:

I note with displeasure and suprise in this

morning's Minneapolis Tribune that you urge Pres-

{dent Nixon to appear before the Senate select
committee for the purpose of giving testimony

on matters which may be of interest to the commit-
tee.

The most accurate estimate I can make of
your statement is that it is trendy, constitu-
tionally unsound and provides a place where you
can hide politically. I, therefore, cannot
understand you motives or logic when the Pres-
{dent has already issued a 4,000 word state-
ment which alone should provide an excellent
and adequate basis for suggestions and criticisms
by anyone not {interested in "...getting the
President..." (as Mr. Fensterwald said).

Until you have given what I consider to be
an adequate response to the President's state-
ments, I regret that I shall find it very diffi-
cult to continue my support for you for the
political office you now hold,

Sincerely,

The Honorable William Frenzel
The House of Representatives
Washington, D, C.

cc

Mr. George Bush

Dwight D. Eisenhower Republican Center
310 First Street Southeast

Washington, D. C. 20003
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May 22, 1973

Mr. E, J. Schoneberger
Anti=-Communist: Voters' Association
2138 West Florence Avenue

Los Angeles, California 90047
Dear Mr. Schoneberger:

Thank you very much for sending along a copy of your May 10th
letter of opinion.

1t is so true that we all must be careful, particularly during these
difficult times, to maintain a good sense of perspective., And
further that great care must be taken to protect one of our great
Amerlcan principles that one is Innocent until proven guilty.

Our American system is a good system, and it works. That is
a very important thing to remember.

Agaln, thank you for writing.
Yours very truly,

George Bush

GB/mj
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f\’e,pﬁésf’.icm ﬁniiun%l (ommitiee, May 10, 1973

370 First S¢., S.&.,

Washington, Z , 2000

Re: Representative lenny S. Rewss of Wisconsind statement on the
fé’ate&:;ate caunieM‘ny cade,

Statements of the alonementioned democratic congressman concenning the
lormation of « "coalition qovernmenit” (and indicating some complicity of ihe
Pnesident o Vice® TrestdenT via sujjesiion thei they both "nesign "f sound
Lamilien,

{ i -

7
acoveanmen”

le ane being {aced, «s a netion, with demends for "coalition g

in other parts of the wonld,

Representative Reusd citation of "Germany” as an exemple of successful
coelition governments hes an added nepulsive ‘effect on me, even more odious
than the originel stetements, if this is possible.

/!fnpaaent[y some of the pensond a;f,&'_&'_ctecf with the MicGovern Lype ’m&ﬁ.c.d
are now nying Zo get into the white house by the back door, eften sulferin
the most humilieting, ovemvhelming, e[ecéoa:ljde‘[u'f"?}f Thein cendidate in the

/u'.az‘ozq; o,( this netion.

{ven night-thinking democrats ane nepelled by such nadicel ideas, and J
feel Thet the stctenents by Reuss can be used to ‘expose an even monre redical
voliticel sujoestion of change in oun fowm of govennment, Alter all T3t
our fonelathers came to this lend to get away [rom the " sma” end "sp0ama"” a,[’f
Curope and T don't feel thet we want to go over to e system set by German ex-
amle[e at this late date, ——

Some of the Geamen (and other) news mediae who want such a chenge should
have done thein t&lﬁng to flitlen, Pernhaps 2hey could have e,{'.’ectccffmone alg=
nificant change nearen’ 2o home, and «t z much eanlien date. ’

G don 't think thet the radicel i}u'_n.'izin; m.inoxul-f.g should be {aemﬁiéer{,
even wih meiia hels, 2o away or dupe the peosle by making the most noise.

3 g0 c&m:: with ine moa? /tnowlcfrfze ond not the most noise nunning this countnry.

Perkhens the American oysten of innocent until proven ouilly is not #o
G) L 7 . . A o . .
Represenie’ive Reush Likin Aeparently he wants o gel his wey without even
ingdng Lo ool the [acts in” a (onstitulional manner, Vie atiemsis o impeach
innocen® men,

In fact, some of the other lactons, such as the vote count in Jllinois
aneas which put John Kennedy in aheed of Nixon 2he finst tire, didn't sound lrom
the neports J nead, as though the rneel will of the magority wes whet some o

the radical Liberals wanted, /And T don't believe in "benevolent a’ic(.aéou/zlﬂm. 2

a

Loats ene going both ways nowedays, end J would like to see the Resublican
Party mehke this knoun o representative Reuss. . '

Vf.a/ 41{944‘:[;,
b 4 e nE p . -

& /o Schonebe o en, Ca
:}’?f}ﬁ—r(:ommq_n&é Voters' Aass’n.,
52138 i, Florence Aye,,

LA Ct&.‘& 20047

P

EFS: 44

& L&y : 4
cc: Fide, min, of mig.
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February 16, 1973

Ms, Madelyn Seabright
Box 166, R.D, No. 4
McDonald, Pennsylvania 15057

Dear Ms. Seabright:

This will acknowledge your letter expressing your views on the
"Watergate' affair.

I have been involved in politics many years in many capacities
and I can assure you that incidents of this kind truly are isolated.

I have always looked on politics as a noble profession and I continue
to look on it that way. Politics is, after all, basic to our free sys-
tem of government. My experience at the United Nations, where I
worked with representatives of 131 different governmental systems,
reinforced my belief that ours is the best by far. Any action -
isolated as it may be - by any group or individual that casts a grubby,
dirty connotationion politics is bad - not only for those involved but
for the whele business of politics. It cannot be tolerated.

In this business, like all others, there are a few who believe the laws
of the land and of good taste do not apply to them - but they are very,
very few and they are in no way typical of the many honorable men

’ and women of both parties who have chosen politics as their means
of service to their country and her people.

We must not become 8o cynical ourselves that we fall prey to those
cynics who point to this incident as representative of all political
activity. That simply isn't true. The problem is that too many
people have adopted the attitude that politics is dirty. Our job -
and mine particularly as Republican National Chai-man - is not: to
change politics but to correct that attitude about. it.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
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June 18, 1973

Mrs. Ben Seidel
Post Office Box 805
Edna, Texas 77957

Dear Mrs. Seidel:

I have your letter together with the two articles which
you were kind enough to enclose discussing views on the Watergate
incident and in reference to my comments on television. I do appre-
ciate your bringing the articles to my attention. I would judge
that the President will be making TV appearances in the not-too-
distant future.

In view of your interest in this subject, I am taking the
liberty of enclosing articles which I believe may be helpful and give
you encouragement.

May I join with you in your admiration of our First Lady,
Mrs. Pat Nixon.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

Enclosures

GB:ABH: jd
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Dear Mr, Chairman,
I cut those two clippings from the Houston Chronicle, and
I think millions of people feel the same way,

We have not lost faith in our President, he is a man we trust
he has a wonderful wife & family and I think all these
rumors about Watergate, and I say rumors are teribble,

Why does,t Mr, Nixon put a stop to it, let him get on the *Y.
and get them told once and for e1l,

This mess has been going on for months and it is time some one
stoped it,

Every time a person turns the news on it,s Watergate e very
we pick up the paper it,s Watergate, We are so sick of

Watergate,

And the bircest disgrace is when I even see the word inpeache
There was not anybody that thouz ht more of his country then
President Nixon,

Mrs, Nixon is one of the most gracious people, we are so
lucky to have a First Lady like her in the White House,

o

Mrs, Ben Seidel

%
04;1'5’?
Ty




gate Was a Tragedy D ats Revitalized
B‘}:ﬁ“ Chappaqmddrck B;mrgate Scandal
 Fom E. .B Buffington, 10721 Pillot. 2

© Recently, I was fotrunate tnhearm

: n ! alm: ] ol < 7 s N ’o;' res}..
~ dent Nixon has done in getting over half
boys and our POWs out

On the otherm the euia" Sam
i wardKennedyﬁ Mﬂm&ﬂ
Edite the ) ‘:ﬂf‘ﬂih;

gl}:iedié:k t0 mem,;g” Hm of Chappag-
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April 13, 1973

Mr. M. R. K. Seller s
Route 3, Box 81 :
- Midlothian, Texas 76065

Dear Mr. Seller:

Thank you for forwarding the newspaper clippings
from The Wall Street Journal,

No one would like to see Watergate cleared up
more than I. I don't like it, and I have spoken out
openly and publicly against it. Enclosed are a few
Press Releases on the subject which I believe you
may find of interest. :

I abhor anything that gives politics a bad name.

I do not believe that incidents such as Watergate
are representative. However, the matter must - (of
course - be cleared up soon, and I am confident it
will b.t

All our efforts at the RNC are geared toward
building and strengthening the Party and electing
a Republican majority to Congress in '74. I hope
we can count on your support in this endeavor,
and I will do my level best to merit thatisupport.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
GB:RZ:jj
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Thinking
Things
Over

BY VERMONT ROYSTER

Watergate Wonders

The real mystery of Watergate, as that

happened last summer at the Democratic
headquarters than why the Nixon headquar-
ters at this late date is letting a caper turn
into a political calamity.

For caper—that is to say, a wild escapade
—1s certainly the right word for that bungled
effort to bug the Democratic campaign of-
fices at the Watergate complex. It had all the
earmarks of a colleglate frolic, like stealing
the opponent's mascot before the big game,

And it was about equally pointless, Even if
it had succeeded, it's hard to imagine what
these grown-up adolescents could possibly
have learned from tapping a few telephone
calls that would have been of any real value
in the '72 campaign. Somebody had just been
watching too many TV spy mavies.

Moreover, let’s admit it, there was quite a

Here/were these grown men—including law-
yers, a former FBI agent and some with CIA
experience—plotting all this derring-do ahd
then letting themselves-get caught by a night
watchman on routine patrol. It was enough to
make James Bond shudder.

It was also enough, last June, to make
most people chortle. The Democrats kept
trying to make campaign hay with the scan-
dal, but every public opinion poll kept show-
ing that the public reaction was one of glee at
the bungling and mostly indifference at the
‘‘outrage.” As far as anybody can tell, the
Watergate caper had not the slightest effect
on the November voting. Some little boys had
been caught with their fingers in the cookie
jar. So what? ¥ 5

Yet here it is nine months later and the
Watergate affair i3 no longer an amusing
| caper which the administration can lightly
brush aside. The hounds of the press are run-
ning with their tongues lolling, the Democrats
are licking their chops, the FBI is wounded,
the Senate and the White House are in confron-
tation. Watergate has become a black mark on
the escutcheon of the administration, threat-
ening to become a political catastrophe for
. President Nixon.

Altogether, the impression grows that the
White House has bungled things worse than
those eager-beaver amateur sleuths on that
June night.

* * *

For the present imbroglio was eertainly
avoidable. In an or tion as large as the
administration of ' U.8. government, it's
never particularly surprising when a scandal
erupts. It's not a new experienge for Presi-
dents to be ill-served by men with more loy-
-alfy than judgment. Prevention is glmost im-
possin)e. The key, rather, Is prompt action
when such things do occur,

dént Nixon could have reduced the Watergate
affiir to & 10-day wonder as far back as last

muddled affair unfolds, is less about what

bit of hilarity in the amateurishness of it all.

Thus it seems WesT probasle that Presi-

June 111 that was like™ ~ needed was clear

o sty
¢ unequivocable disapproval and, if neces-
L'y, letting a few heads roll

A prime example was Predident Eisenhow-
er's handling of the Sherman Adams affair,
Mr. Adams was President Eisenhower’s clos-
est adviser and his peccadillos were relatively
minor, the acceptance of a few small gifts.
Yet when that threatened to sully the White
House, even in a small way, Mr. Adams was
banished. It all became an incident, no more.

What has permitted the Watergate affair
to become such unpleasant business is that it
was handled from the beginning as if there
were nothing much to it and with the attitude
that it would just go away once the election .
was over.

The reason it didn't was that the White
House muffed one opportunity after another
to clear the air. The Watergate trial got some
convictions all right, but in the rush to bury
the affair more questions were raised than
answered. Even the judge was critical,

What has come out since hardly quiets the
suspicious—thousands of dollars,” much in
cash, moving from hand to hand: the shifting
around of bank accounts; evidence that at
least somebody on the White House staff was
privy to and participated in the espionage
plans. And so on.

At each stage the White House staff reac-
tion has been first to deny and then to dismiss
as “'politically inspired” any new revelations,
all too often being embarrassed afterwards
when new evidence seemed
reports, That a lot of the criticism is political

is obvious; who expects the Democrats to ig-
nore the opportunity? But that doesn't alter
the fact that the whole thing has become a
mess. 1 ‘

% % %

When the caper first came a-cropper it
would not be at all surprising if the White
House staff took the attitude that the less the
“boss” knew about it the better. The motive
could be in part to protect the President, but
also to protect associates who, however mis-
guidedly, had been trying to help his reelection
campaign. Either way, the instinct would be
to tell him no more than was unavoidable about
what happened, who was involved and how.

The consequences of this should be known
to anyone who has ever been in a command

‘position or run a large organization. The:

boss accepts the version that the caper was
just the wild idea of a few campalgn han-

 gers-on. Trusting his staff information, he

reacts accordingly —and is trapped.

Thus it's possible—indeed, quite likely—
that President Nixon has been as surprised as
anyone else by the subsequent developments.
Anyway, it ig difficult to believe that a man
as astute as Mr. Nixon, and as experienced in
politics, would have let things get to their

' present state if he had known all that was in-

volved from the beginning. Ay
The lesson in this is an old one. Political
leaders have always prayed more for protec-
tion from their friends than their enemies; in
his term as President Mr. Nixon has rarely
been bested by his foes but too often betrayed
by his loyal henchmen. That’s something that
should give him pause. {

It's true enough that compared with the
major accomplishments of the President—
the ending of the Vietnam war, the rap-
prochement with China, the determined as-
sault on the budget—the Watergate affair will
rate no more than a footnote in history. But
sometimes on such trivia do more important
political efforts founder. Too much is at risk
for him not to move swiftly now to repair the
damage, letting what heads topple as may.
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March 29, 1973

Mr. J. Walter Severinghaus
38 Lockwood Road
Scarsdale, New York :

Dear Mr. Seweringhaus:

Your comments concerning the Watergate affair have been brought
to my attention since I have just recently been elected Chairman
of the Republican National Committee.

I do not like incidents that give politics a bad name. I believe
they are very isolated and rare. People who degrade politics are
very, very few and are in no way typical of the many honorable
men and women of both parties who have chosen politics as their
way to serve their country.

Having served in politics many years in a number of different ‘
capacities, I lock upon it as a noble profession. Politics is,

after all, basic to our free system of government, and my experi- ‘
ence at the United Nations, where I worked with representatives
of 131 different governmental mtal, reinforced my belief that
ours is the best by far.

\
Please don't lose faith in the Republican Party or our political !
system, Without your help we cannot succeed in our priority |
efforts to bring sbout a Republican majority in Congress in '74. |
I would be pleased if you reconsider and support the Sustaining |
Membership Program. We really do need you. I'1ll do my level

best to merit your support.

Yours very truly,

George Bush







M\ - a SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM
Yes,'I wish to continue as a member of the Republican Membership entitles you to receive
Sustaining Committee. Enclosed is my contribution for: FIRST MONDAY, the official monthly
o losed b f h fficial hl
‘ publication of the Republican Party and
ii\\.? $ 15.00 * $]00'00 a membership card.
i\\? $25.00 (OTHER) *If your contribution is for $25 or more,
i}( $50.00 R, N you will also receive MONDAY (our

informative Newsletter usually published
each monday).

MR J WALTER y SEVER INGHAUS . , .
38 LOCKWOOD RD For record purposes, please fill in the information below:

i SCARSDALE, NY 10583 Occupation

Employer (if any)____

City State

* 0 5 5 5 2 8 * 16 * A copy of oul t lilea with the Comptroller Genaral will be available for

purchase endent of Docu
Printing Offic an, G. €. 20402

- Make check payable to: Republican National Finance Committee. (No corporation checks acceptable.)
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May 3, 1973

Dear Mr., Sexton:

Thank you for your letter of April 22, It was
good to hear from you, and I appreciate your
writing.

The suit to which you refer is in no way con-
nected with the Republican National Committee.

It was brought against the Committee to Re-Elect
the President, an independent legally-organized
Committee, which was engaged solely in the raising
of funds for the re-election of the President, and
conducting his campaign. We at the RNC are not
involved.

Although the Watergate incident symbolizes everything
that I oppose in politics, I am convinced the Republican
Party can weather the storm. Further, I'm convinced
that if the matter is promptly cleared up -- and I think
it will be -- the Republican Party will emerge strong
and undamaged.

All our efforts at the RNC are geared toward strengthen-
ing the Party and electing a Republican majority to
Congress in '74,

Very truly yours,

George Bush

i Mr. Spencer L. Sexton
5301-D Oldfield Road
College Park, Georgia 30349
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5301-D Oldfield Road
College Park, Georgia 30%49
April 22, 1973

Mr. Geogge Bush, Ghairmantt

Republican National Committee

310 1st St., SE }’{’y
Washington, D.C. 20003

Dear Mr. Bush:

I am greatly disturbed by reports that the Republican National
Committee or its representatives have offerred the Democratic Party
an out-of-court settlement in return for dropping the threatened
Watergate law suit. I should like to have it on record that there
is at least one Republican who is unalterably opposed to any "deal",
"settlement ", or "bargain" with the Democratic party in this matter.

On the subject of espionage, "political” or otherwise, the
American electopate must never be allowed to forget how many secrets
the Democrats (FDR, Harry Hopkins, Alger Hiss, et.al.,). handed over
directly tc the Soviet Union or to other Communist countries via the
United Nations. And only the Good Lord knows what the Kennedys,
promised and delivered to Mr.Khrushchev to resolve "peacefully the
so-called "Missile Crisis".

The problem seems to be that we Republicans have been far too
lenient in not taking the Democrats to task for their sorry record
in Congress and the Presidency. We may have deluded ourselves by
thinking that we could atitract borderline Democrats or "uncommitted
voters" by tactfully playing down the numerous colossal blunders
that the Democrats have committed. So in gratitude, the Democrats
are now threatening us with a $6 or 8 million damage suit !

I believe that our party did so well in the last election not
througn uncomaitted voters or borderline Democrats. Rather, we won
because the silly liberal policies of Humphrey, FMuskie, Kennedy,
and Lindsay appeared so dkdiculous and because the anti-Americanism
and rowdiness of the McGovern people studk in the collective voters'
craw. Now that we have the Democrats on the run, this is no time to
let them put us on the defensive or to offer instant financing for
their next campaign.

The illustrious lMr.Strauss should be unequivocally informed that
under no circumstances will the Democrats get a single cent that has
not been awarded to them by the courts. If he and his hypocrites
think they have a case, they'd better put up or shut up. The Demo-
crats should be served notice upon that their own sordid shenanigans
(FDR and his convention control, Kennedy and news management,

Ramsey Clark's violation of the Logan Act) will be fully aired in
public should they be foolish enough to enter a courtroom.

Sincerely,

7

pencer L.Sexton
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October 2, 1973

Dear Mrs. Sharon:

This will acknowledge your letter of recent date.
I am sorry that my public statements have not
sufficiently encouraged you to retain your
Republican Pargy Association.

So that you may have a better understanding

of my views on the Watergate matter, I am taking

the Tiberty of enclosing a copy of the transcript

of my recent dissertation on the Meet the Press

program., I am hopeful, too, that in the challenging

days ahead which face our party, it will be possible

for you to once again walk by our side in this ©
critical period of our party's history.

Very truly yours,

George Bush

Mrs. Gladys Sharon
: P. 0. Box 153
\ Veneta, Oregon 97487

ABH/gv







1696 Waukazoo Dr
Holland, Mich 49423

10 July, 1973

Mr George Bush, Chrm
Republican National Comm,

Dear Mr Bush:

It was very kind of you to take the
time to reply to my letter of 23 June this year,
It is the first time anyone accorded me the courtesy
of a reply in the two years 1 have been less than
enthused about the party actions and platforms,
The copy of your comments has been helpful, and I
wish you well in your resolve to keep the party
clean and progressive,

As you can imagine from my and other letters,
you face considerable skepticism in your efforts
to rid the party of the taint of Watergate, the
subservience to '"big business", and the favors
rendered to union officials, When it once again
becomes the party of the average citizen, of
economy in operations, and of a balanced budget,
then 1 and most of my friends may renew our steady
financial support, small tho it is in comparison
to the gifts from the individuals to whom the special
favors were performed.

We wish you success in your efforts, and

"suggest that you get the message thru to the White

House incumbent. Again, thank you for replying to
mu original letter when you have so much on your mind
and schedule.

Good luck, Sir.

TP ity




May 16, 1973

Mr. Ross P. Bhltlll

P. 0. Box 2713
Louisville Station g
Monroe, Loudsiana 71201

Dear Mr. Shirah:

Thank you for your good letter of support for the President.
Certainly it was timely and to the peint. Attached are some of
the things 1've been saying about Watergate. I must say I don't
1ike the allegations or the connotations that damage our system,
but after all, in our system people are innocent uatil proved
?uuty. I considered your letter supportive, strong, and very
much to the point. Let me close by saying that the Republican
Party is alive, well, and, in my view, strong. Thanks for writing.

Yours very truly,

GB/he George Bush
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Ross P. Shirah
P.0. Box 2713
Louisville Station
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The- Honorable,~
Geotge Bush,’
Chairman;"
Republican Nati
310-First Stree

Washington,  D.C|.

Dear Mr._
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thls*opportunlty t0fc0rrespond with you ‘to
ihgs ‘concerning the Watergate matter and 'its -
th" Presideiit Nixon ‘and the-Republican Party.

t ‘my disposal ‘all of “the pertinent: facts- con-
tter,” I must admit that I am 4t a disadwantage.
ave some:'thoughts -on- thlS situation which ‘T
share w1th you:and anyone else who might be in-

1y dohvinced ‘that ‘the President had no knowledge
s it took place -last: June, mor was he -a willing -

-or corscious: pert of its*planning oxr executlon In-further con-
‘gideration, T a

" gifhcerely conv1nced’that a cohspiracy ‘does -
A consp1racy~wh1ch hash't made’ the natlonal head-
bly won' t be because of 1ts intent. t i -

“T belleve the consplracy—-the real conspiracy--lles An an

attetipt on the jp

art- of mdily-representatives of -the press ‘to -.v

discredit Mr. Q1xon “Furthermore, they not only desire to discre-
dit him, but tge Republican Party as well. I see in this effort--

worklhgs,af a
thdse'ettrlbutq
cratlc Party H

roup whose- objectives -are 'far more sinister than
d -to the‘’seven men ‘that’ sought’to bug the -Demo-
adquarters . A N -
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Let me say now that I"am not’ totally in. agreement Wlth ‘those

who -planned’ the
‘stupld to have

to gain by this
not- like’ the ld
the ‘power’ that:
have beén handl
that this- 31tu%
it certainly ‘is

so-called Watexrgate operation.. I think they:were
been caught and I cannot 1mag1ne'whét they hoped
method of operation. Let me also say that I did
ea'of the - Committee-to Re-Elect ‘The President hav1ng
1t*d1d I think the President's ‘campaign ‘should:

ed by ‘the ‘Republican Pdrty. 'It is most unfortunate
tion has: been -allowed to inflate &s it has, because
n't worth™ the atténtion it has received.
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Edmund Burke‘once wrote: '"He that wrestles with us strenthens_
our. nerves and ?harpens our Sklll Our antagonist is our helper.'

~+ Let us go forward and work for’ the betterment of the, Republlcan
Party in every state across this land. When we know that we are
‘right and are not guilty of any wrongdoing, then we should raise
our heads and let our enemies know that we do not intend to shrink
back into some dark corner of despair. We lntend to be out there
brother! Let oPr enemies bewarel - :

Until I have[seen irrecovable and doubtless evidence to the
contrary, I contend that President Nixon is innocent in this
matter and shall support him.. T ask fellow Republicans to give him
that much support

Thank you for your. time and con51deratlon sir.
l .
| ) _ . :

Yours truly,

—— ==

“Ross P. Shiran

Member, Republican
State Central Committee,
State 0Of Louisiana

St e g e -

RO
-




August 8, 1973

Mrs. Linda Shuler

Shuler Productions

6400 North Central Expressway
Ballas, Texas

Dear Mrs. Shuler:

Thank you for your good letter of July 25. Your words of

encouragmment and support mean a great deal to us. I very
much appreciate your taking the time to write and to send

the clipping from the Dallas Morning News.

I'm familiar with the London Su_sgﬁ_Ex ress article and in
fact have had it, along mes article reprinted
for distribution to all Repub]ican members of Congress and to
our Repubdican Party leaders. I enclose a copy for your im-
formation. I agree with you that this point of view does
have a Tot of wallop. I'm confident that when this Watergate
mess is cleaned up, the Republican Party and the President
will be vindicated.

Thanks for sending along your ballad. I agree that the
Watergate hearings have certainly at times appeared biased.
That is why I felt it so very important to release the in-
formation I had on Carmine Bellino. I belieee in fair play
and 1t doesn't seem right that the chief investigater of a
committee investigating Republicans has been implicated in
spying on Republicans in the past.

Again, many thanks for your loyalty and support.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
GB:KP




The Honorable George Bush, Chairman
The Republican Party National Headquarters
Washington, D.C,.

Dear Mr, Bush:

Bravol 1It's time, high time, we started fighting back,
Our party has done too much handwringing and apologetic
cringing on Watergate; no wonder we are being pushed
around,

Enclosed is my contribution to the Party, a bit of
back talk entitled "The Ballad of Watergate."” It is
not genteel, but let's face it, the President’'s
enemies are out to get him and they are not being
genteel, Please use this where it will do some good,

Also enclosed is Walter Baskin's column from the
Dallas Morning News which reprints a beautiful comment
by a member of the British Parliament as printed in

a London paper. Coming from such a source, this

story has wallop and I hope you will use it,too.

If by any chance there's anything we can do here,
say the word,

After "em, Texan!

Che/ers, '
: %”/’v/q (::\(j _

Ve Ao C ) '(,c.L,Q\
Linda Shuler

Owner and Executive Producer

11/s
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o THE, BALIAD OF WATERGATE

: by -
{ : Linda Shulgn'

"It ig pretty horrifying to watch the,wav in whlgg_
supposedlx responsible Americang are going about

the businegs of discrediting not only their President
but_the whole gvstem of government in the United

States,”

- London Sunday Express

*A strong, a great and compassionate nation?
You don't understand the real situation,.
We're criminal bums on a swayback horse.
Unless wq're Democrats, of course,.

Humble the nation,

. Watch as it wiggles.
If it's good for the Demos,
It's good for the giggles.

Come to the circus, come to the hearing,
Savor the laughter, join in the cheerlngl
Come to the ball while a country's dissected,
The gore doesn't count if a Demo®s elected.

. Bloody the nation!
Give it the chop!
‘Anything goes
If a Demo's on top,

"We're out to get Nixon, that’s it and no more?"
Well, look what he did to our beautiful war,

Shame on the buggingl Shame on deceivin®l

For that |landslide election we°re going to get even,

Here's to the saviors,
Here's to the great.
Here®’s to the heroes
of Watergate.

We're Seekers of Truth for the good of the 1and
Until we're elected, you understand,

Who will remember that drowned, dead face

With the silent scream still etched in place?
¥ho investigates Teddy’s claims? -

Who will televise the games?

Letts face it, baby,
Nobody.

} Continued...
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Turn on the channel, learn what they did,
Who is discovering deals that we hid?
Political sleuthing is old as the game,
Who ig demanding if we did the same?

Right on, baby. \
Nobody.

Polish my ﬁalo. gharpen my spear,

Up innuendo and on with' the smeari

I'm off to|the tailors for another suit, dear,
I have to look handsome each time I appear.
Where is my scepter, where is my crown?

I can't let my public down,

Come to the hearings
So good for the landl
Admire my motives!
Admire my standl

Here's to the festive and fun days of yore,
The mobs and the marches and gunnings and more,
Where is the rabble? Where is their thunder?
We're after the President now, and no wonder,

Shame on tPe bugging! Shame on decelvin't-
' For the triumph in China,
" The triumph in Russia,
~ Ending the cold war,
. Bringing our POWs home,
. And most of all for not groveling when we

Baby, we are going to get even,

* # ¥ W

53y 80,
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Senlor Political Analyst

The idea that the United States is
being generally candemned in Europe
because’ of the Watergate affair is

. . being. widely fostered. Evidently, this

is a part of the general propaganda
campaign in this country.

We have in| hand an article from
the June 10 Lgndon Sunday Express,
entitled *The| White House Witch
Hunt,” It is written by Angus Maude,

-+ & member of the British Parliament,
- and it is with some pleasure .that we

herewith reprint it:
“Have the Americans taken leave
of their senses? Looking objectively at

"the handling of the Watergate “affair

and its ramifications, one is almost
forced to the conclusxon that they
have.

“IT IS P RETTY horrifying to
watch the way Fn which Supposedly re-

. sponsible Americans in the higlier
echelons in polmcs and public affairs-
- are going about the business of dis-
. crediting not oply their President but
. the whole system of government in the

United States.

-**The. press |and the other ‘media
are enthusmsm:ally urging them on,
and revelling m the resultant mess.
Every accusatmn against President
Nixon and his staff however untested
and however tamted its source,.is giv-
en the widest publlcuy

“Innuendo Used’®

“Every possible innuendo is used
to slant the 1mpressmn given to the
public, apparemly in the hope of fix-
ing the people’ s verdict before half the
evidence has begn heard,

"*Perhaps the most nauseating fea- ’

ture of the campaign is the self-right-
eous pretense lof the smearers that
they are only ‘acting in the public in-
terest’ and ‘hBlping to get at the
truth.’

““The only facts that they are inter-
ested in are thpse that can be used to
discredit the Bresident; and the way
the campalgn has been handled is not
in the public in} erest at-all, but deeply

Nixon’s Detractors Crit_iciz_ed

Qe iaaﬂa.s' Blorning Hetos—

Sunday

July 15, 1973 - 32 A

damaging to the United States and to
all the best things for which America
stands.

 “ALL THE half-forgotten elderly
whiz-kids of the Jack Kennedy era
have been writing articles ... vi-
ciously wventing their traditional

. hatred of President Nixon, but adding

sententiously that the whole horrible
business is really a. blessing in dis-
guise which will lead to much-needed
reforms.in the system of government,

“Clearly they see it as a heaven-
sent bandwagon which they can hitch
a ride towards the ultimate triumph of
Sen. Edward Kennedy. .

““That a victory for this deplorable
man would be for them and for most
of the eastern American liberal estab-
lishment a desirable consummation of
the present campaign is sufficient
guide to-their sense of values.

" “(Nixon’s) detractors have r’gsort—
€d to the argument that if he were not
guilty he would have proved himself
innocent, which is a typical inversion
of the principles of fairness and jus-
tice for which they purport'to stand. |

“THE IMPORTANT POINT, how-
ever; is this: Whatever truth emerges
at theé end of the inquiries, whether
the President is vindicated or brought
downp, the whole business is being han-
dled in a way calculated to do the

_most damage to America and to the

true interests of its people.
“Mr. Nixon’s enemies . . . are out
to destroy him, and they do not seem

to care' who or what suffers in the

process,

b

§

i

“Any responsible householder is
more- concerned about’ an imminent
threat to the fabric of his building
than'a temporary smell“in the drains.

“You would have thought that any
educated American could foresee the
desperate consequences of a major
constitutional crisis at this time.

. “Is this just a fixation of intellec-
tual liberals? Or are our media, too,
50 deeply infiltrated by anti-American
leftxsts that they feel compelled to at-
tack the one man who seemed likely
to save America and restore its mflu-
ence’in world affairs?

Lar[zdshde Victory

“Let us remember one or two
things about President Nixon.

“He won his landslide election vic-
tory because the American people rec-
ogmzed his practical achievements

_and wanted him to completethe job.

“He seemed to be halting the- hope-
less, drift towards anarchy and vio-
Ience in whlch the country was in-
volved.

“Mr. Nixon brought to its only pos-
sible end the hopeless: bloody struggle
in Vietnam, a struggle to which Ken-
nedy and Johnson had cemmitted
America at the wrong time and on the
wrong terms. He has laid the founda-
tion of detente with Russia and China.

AMERICA, AND "INDEED the
whole Western world, aIready owes
him quxte a lot. If he survives we may
yet come to owe him a great deal
more No possible successor is likely
to bé a statesman of anythmg like
his ciliber.

“Abme all, let us pray that if Mr.
Nixon is brought down by the rabble
now] pursuing him, the damage to
Amenca and its friends may be less

than] they seem determined to inflict.

-“Perhaps they will at least have
the 5race to’stop appearmg to enjoy it
all sa much.”

To the nght honorabIe gentleman’s
comments we would have on[y this 10
add: “Hear! Hear"' -




CC: THE HONORABLE GEORGE BUSH

Mr. Hobart Lewis July 25, 1973

Chairman and Editor-in-Chief
The Reader's Digest
Pleasantville, New York, 10570

Dear Mr, Lewis:

I was shocked that a publication of your calibre
and international distribution would be willing
to lend your prestige to Alsop's personal,
vindicative opinions, Watergate has inflicted
enough damage to this country, here a nd abroad,

In fairness, and in the best interest of this
nation, a rebuttal is in order. Therefore, I
submit the article from the June 10 London Sunday
Exfress written by Angus Maude, member of the
British Parliament, as reprinted and discussed

in Robert E. Baskin's column, Showcase, July

15, 1973, enclosed,

/{ y e e e
L/Mrs;Linda Shuler
Owner and Executive Producer
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George Bush, Chairman May 7, 1973

Mr. Harvey Sickels
3038 S. W. 40th Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50321

Dear Mr. Sickels:

Your comments concerning the Watergate incident have been brought
to my attention, and I very much appreciate your letting us know
how you feel about this sordid matter.

First, keep in mind that the Republican National Committee and the
Committee to Re-Elect the President are two separate entities. I

am convinced that the RNC was in no way involved in this matter,

and further I'm convinced that only a handful of misguided individuals
were involved at the CRP. I strongly oppose what has happened. The
President has taken decisive action and has guaranteed that this
entire matter will be pursued until the guilty are convicted and

the innocent cleared.

The sordidness of Watergate symbolizes everything I oppose in
politics and everything I know you oppose. But I am confident
the Republican Party will not suffer. The losers will be those
who broke the law., They will not be the workers, Party members,
or Republican officeholders who in no way were involved.

A11 our efforts at the RNC are geared toward strengthening the
Party and electing a Republican majority to Congress in '74. We
need your help and your support now and in the future. 1I'11 do
my level best to merit your confidence.

Yours very truly,

iy

George Bush

Dwight D. Eisenhower Republican Center: 310 First Street Southeast, Washington, D.C. 20003. (202) 484-6500.

- e A R e L W
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Republi~an National Committee, 310 First Street S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003.




March 13, 1973

Hugh:

I sent the attached note and article
to Charlie.

Good seeing you.

George Bush

This note and attachments went to:

Mr. Hugh Sidey : : Mr. Brad Jacobs
Time Magazine Baltimore Morning Sun
888 - 16th Street, N.W. Baltimore, Maryland 21203
Washington, D.C. 20006 :
Mr. John Osborn
Mr. Peter Lisagor The New Republic
Chicago Daily News 1244 - 19th Street, N.W.
1229 National Press Bldg. Washington, D.C. 20036

Washington, D.C. 20004

Mrs., Nancy Dickerson
1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 1112
Washington, D.C. 20006

Mr. Stewart Alsop

Newsweek

1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.,
'"gyashington, D.C. 20006

1 -/l.
N




Dear Charlie:

to the
found on wy desk this 14 box in a Keatucky
paper. It was run ten days ago.

Without discussing the merits of the case, 1

guess this is the type of thing I had in wmind
when I sald the Watergate ssemed teo be of more
interest here in Washingten.

1'11 send coples to the others.

Thanks for a plesasant interlude,

Yours very truly,

After our lunch, I came back
ttle

George Bush

¥r. Charles Bartlett
1366 Hatienal Press Building
Washington, 5.C. 20004
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1, Are you tued of hearing about
the Watergale Affair on {ele-
vision?

2, Would you rather depend on
President Nixon to hokl down
federal spending in fighting in-
flation {han on Congress?

~

3. Are you in favor of building the
Alaskan pipeline te get extra
oil as soon as possible rather

£

Arab countl ies?

g»\than depend on shipments from

Your Opinion Counts

vﬂv:‘!"‘

Undemded - {ﬁ_ 7.4%

m:Hrmnﬂununnnnuaunnunnmﬂnunnnnnlnnlnnnnnunnnnnn&g‘nnnﬂnnnn
Vote On 'I‘heﬁa Issues ’

e

. SIS .
2. Do|you agree with the-Whife Housé's decision
to retam the 5.5 per cent wage guldelmes for

. In lKentucky'? . TR

3 -

another year?

3. Dojyou agree with President Nixon's plans to
cut the waste from social programs and put
stress on “‘self-reliance?”

Checlk ynuf answer, clip along dotted lines aid mail {0 “Your Opinion
Lexingfon, Ky., 40507.

(,uunts " Herald-Leader, 220 W. Shori St.,

1. Is the Women’s leelaho;?z%}h 1ent gaining

Yg‘gﬁﬁf’i ______ -]
SN e OJ
Undecided _...[7 .
Yes oo 0
D { |

NO oo, M
Undecided ___:]

Ballols Muost be in Thursday, March 8, Resulfs of tlus appear Sat., ‘March 10.

We Welcome. Any Suggestions From Qur Readers Regarding

' Questions For Your Opinion Counts,
anuannnunnnannunnnunnnlnnnnmmn:mnnnnnnnnannnmnunnanunnnnunnunnun

"

Perceutag§s
Yes, _.______ % 1 8%
No . ___. % 8%
. Undecided ___ gi% -
b i ?4%
No ............ 2 ;’1%

7hd

2.8
3 4

75,44

al 1

nnnrmnnnnnuuaaEnn:munannnnunuunanmn-n-nn.n

3,5

7. 4%
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April 13, 1973

Mr. George E. Siebel
2729 Sheridan Road
Evanston, Illinois

Dear Mr. Siebel: : |

Your letter of January 26 addressed to Mr. Maurice
Stans, former Chairman of the Republican National
Finance Committee, has been brought to my attention.

I am distressed that you chose to discontinue your
association with our Sustaining Membership program,
However, your name has been removed from our
mailing ltlt as you requested.

I join you in deploring the Watergate matter, and

amrenclosing copies of some statements I have |
made on the subject.

Despite your differences with the President on some
issues, I hope that you will look at his overall record
and judge him on total performance. I also hope you
will find it possible in the months ahead to join with

~us in making the Republican Party the mafority Party.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
Englosures

GB:RZ:jj




GEORGE E. SIEBEL REPUBLICAN NATIONAL
2729 SHERIDAN ROAD FINANCE COMMITTEE

AN 31 1973

869-4002

WASHINGTON, D. C.
January 26, 1973
Mr. Maurice Stans Of.
Dwight D. Eisenhower
Republican Center ‘:’f \

810 FEirst Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

Dear Mr. Stans:

I am returning the Republican Party Membership Card recently sent
to me and I ask that my name be removed from these mailing lists.
I must acknowledge that my recent vote for Mr. Nixon was not cast
without misgivings and subsequent events have only added to my
concern.

Mr. Nixon's ill-advised court selections and the summary disposi-
tion of the waEergate in n ave engendered Tittle public
confidence in g administration's concern for individual freedom
and civil rights. Nor has the new court's holding against the
ceufidentialifyv.of noysmen. S Sources added anything to this image.
And the Justice Department's persecution of the 1ittle Beacon Press
for its publication of the Pentagon Papers would simply appear as
ridiculous "overkill" if i ications were less sinister.

I cannot help feeling that the administration's verbal support of
the regressive agti-abog;jop forces is completely hypocritical in
view of its approval of the indiscriminate bombing of the North
Vietnamese people. Certainly independently existing human beings
(even though they may disagree with us) should be of greater
significance under any religious concept than rejected fetuses
otherwise destined to be born into an unreceptive milieu. Happily,

even the conservatives on the court have recognized the inherent
rights of the woman in these instances.

It is my sincere hope that t blican Party will pnot vijew its
m—vvwﬁm; reactionary
conservatism in t regards. My vote for Mr. Nixon was simply an

ndorsement of a competent executive as opposed to a relatively
inexperienced idealist. I feel that (excepting Viet Nam) Mr. Nixon's
foreignh policy has been adroitly handled and his control of the
TYSCaT STTUSLION at home has been good. BOELh of these aspects have
rated prime importance, but they are not the whole job. Would that
he and the Republican Party at large were as sensitive to the




M. Stans Page 2 January 26, 1973

temper of the times so far as domestic social action, education
and individual freedom are concerned!

Sincerely,
b, BLTY

George E. Siebel

GES/esa
Enclosure

cc: Senator Charles A. Percy






July 31, 1973

Mr. Stuart B. Siefken

200 N. E. 164th Terrace
North Miami, Florida 33162
Dear Mr. Siefken:

This will acknowledge your letter and I appreciate
receiving the benefit of your reactions to the Senate Committee
investigating Watergate.

In view of your interest in this subject, I am taking the
liberty of enclosing material emanating from our headquarters which

may be of interest 6o you.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

Enclosures
GB:ABH: jd
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Bush-Yaterzate 450
By PEsGY SINPSCH
Assoclated Press Writer

WASHINGTONW AP - Republican arty chlef George Bush said
lThursday President Nixon ‘‘fully uhderstanis the Waterzate
provlem?? and “‘will clear it up totally.??

In an interview, Bush declined to elaborats what he anticipated
might be done, or when.

He 8180 refuled to may if he hes talked directly with Nixon
about the Waterzate cafie put 921d he 18 s8sured his views have
gotten throush. ‘

In speeches recently, Bush has labeled the breal=in last year
at Democratic Yational Committee neadquarters at the VWaterzate

ifice Pulilding a ‘‘zrubby business?®s which gives a1l '
rolities a bad name.

Je has called for a thorouzh public disclosure of all facts
in the case. -

Cn Tednesday, %Pen. Barry Goldwater, the G0P’S presidential

. 2 s 9 : - P = 9l S M
nominee in 1964, said Nikxon Shovuld Speak out about the waterzgate
mtter.

In the interview, Bush s82id the soldwater comment *‘carries
2 tremendous lmpact.??

At the uame time, Puoh sald, ‘“4f 1t was lmplied in the Goldwater
statement that the President’did not fully understand the
rroblem, I would disagree with him,®?

¢%hen President Nixon understands a Toblem,*? Bush continued,
‘*1% 139 a demonstrable fact that he acfa e o o He takes coursgeoun
Steps and I am confident that *n 1318 cnae he fully understands
w3 golng on.?? j

¢éThere 13 a lot hapgening right now, in the courts and in other
places,k ?* Bush said, declining to elaborate,

de Said he has ““t0tal confidence 1n the President’s integrity and
in his abllity to get this matter resolved,.*®

de also disputed GToldwater®s contentlon that the Vatergate affair
w3 hurting GOP fund-raising.

‘It 18n°% hwrting 1%, *» Bush said.

He 5ald an 1solated number of peraons among the hundreds of
thousands apgroached in
the apnual 02 sustalning mall drive have mentloned the Watergate as
a reafion fgr not donating.

““I%e ngt talked to anybody who 8aid they won*t give because
te,?? Bush saig.
eople are
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May 25, 1973

Mr. W. A, Sims
8741 Crawford Street
New Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Mr. Sims:

My aide, Mr. AB Hermann, has advised me of his telephone conver-
sation with you and brought to my attention the gist of your comments
regarding the Watergate incident.

We were especially pleased to hear from a Southern Democrat.
Comments suchaas yours cannot help but be a source of inspiration and
encouragement to us.

I am taking the liberty of enclosing some items emanating from our
headquarters which may be of interest to you.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

Enclosures

bcc: Eleanor Oberwetter
GB:ABH: jd
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May 25, 1973

Mr. W. A. Sims
8741 Crawford Street
New Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Mr. Sims:

My aide, Mr. AB Hermann, has advised me of his telephone conver-
sation with you and brought to my attention the gist of your comments
regarding the Watergate incident.

We were especially pleased to hear from a Southern Democrat.
Comments suchaas yours cannot help but be a source of inspiration and
encouragement to us.

I am taking the 1iberty of enclosing some items emanating from our
headquarters which may be of interest to you.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

Enclosures
L/ﬁ;c: Eleanor Oberwetter
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May 24, 1973

Professor Surender Singh

Political Science Department
The University of Wisconsin
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601

Dear Professor Singh:

Thank you for your letter of April 25 asking my views about the Natergate
affair.

First, let me say that I in no way condone what has happened, and I am
totally dismayed by this sordid matter. I have always felt deeply that
public service is a proud and worthy field, and it was in that spirit that
I first became involved in our political system as a worker at the local
level. The great majority of public servants I have encountered are men
and women of honor and integrity, and it hurss me deeply to see unworthy
individuals, who have no respect for the law and for what is right, trample
on the values I believe in so strongly. I believe that events such as
these are not matters of partisan concern so much as matters for concern
by all citizens -~ the loser is our political system, and that is the major
thing which distresses me.

From a less personal and more partisan standpoint, I feel that the Repub-
lican Party will not suffer permanent damage from the Watergate affair.
We must keep in mind that the Republican National Committee and the
Committee to Re-elect the President are two separate entities. I am
convinced that only a handful of misguided individuals at the CRP are
involved in wrong-doing, and that the great majority of CRP employees,
the thousands of volunteers and the millions of voters who supported
President Nixon are people of honesty and integrity who are appalled at
what has happened. Further, I believe that the people who broke the law
are the ones who will be punished, not those who are innowent. I have
great faith that our criminal justice systemmmill bring out the full
truth and that the guilty will be convicted and the innocent cleardd.

I am convinced that President Nixon had no prior knowledge of the Watergate
bugging or related matters, nor did he know of the cover-up attempts that
were made. I know he is doing everything in his power to bring out the
truth and to support the judicial inquiries under way.




Prqfess&t Singh - 2. . -
May 28, 1973 ,

4 " b [
I hope this will. answer some of the questions your students may be
railsing, and if you would like for me to elaborate further on' any
points, I will be glad to do so. I know that a great wmany peﬁple,
_young and old,  are vitally concerned about what has happened and
are questioning the entire system that would allow such abuses.. But
- I think the most important thing to remember is that -that same gystem

has been responsible for bringing the wrong-doing to light and that the
system is working.

Warm regards,

Yours very truly,

Georgé Bush

. —— —i =

GB/eo




The UNIVERSITY of WISCONSIN- LA CROSSE

LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN 54601 (608) 785-1800

April 25, 1973

X I

Mr. George Bush

Chairman of Republican Party
Republican Party Headquarters
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bush:

As you know that Watergate issue has become one of the most im-
portant issues of 1972 election. My students are always asking
questions on this issue. I shall be very grateful if you would
kindly write me your point of view on this matter which should
help me a great deal. It was nice to hear you on radio when you
participated with Mr. R. Strauss, Chairman of Democratic Party.

You?é sincerely,
MLL fo—v /‘[ é

{ Surender Singh, M.A.,P. A.,Ph D.
Political Science Department

With best wishes and regards.

SS/mj
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July 3, 1973

Mrs., Ira Sisk
R. R, #2, P. O. Box #125
Verona, Wisconsin 53593

Dear Mrs. Sisk:

Thank you so much, Mrs. Sisk, for your letter of

| June 27. You certainly have a point - it seems to

‘ make a differente’'who does what to whom, "

| On the other hand, we must know the truth, and I

| am confident that in the long run the Party will not

be made to suffer unduly for the acts of a few misguided
individuals.

I appreciate your sharing your letter to Senator Ervin
with me, and again, it was good to hear from you.

Best wishes.
Yours very truly,

George Bush

GB:JJ
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June 23, 1973

Senator Sam Ervin,
Senate Office Building,
Washington7 D. C.

Dear Sir,

In writing this letter I find myself in a difficult po
husband, Roscoe Sisk, is another Morganton boy who made goo
Morganton last April to see Rob Patton, my husband's cousi
and Roscoe's mother were sisters - both Spainhours, I have
my husband's admiration for you. We have always believed i
and integr%ty and that you would always deal fairly and jus
wrong-doing in government wherever you found it.
you has sl%pped.

Firstj Watergate: What is it more than the hbugging of
headquarters, which may very possibly be in the interest of
May that nét be one of the reasons why Senator McGovern is
his list of donors to your Democratic National Committee? |

MS

VERONA,
WISCONSIN

sition. My

d. We went to

« Rob's mother
always shared

n your judgement
tly with any

But, todJy our faith in

a democratic
national security?
unwilling to give
I understand that the

list has been subpoenaed, but I'm sure that any damaging iq:ormation will have

been removed. Is the Senate Committee not interested or co
subversion |in our country? '

So much for Watergate. You are certainly there.
1964 during the Goldwater campaign?

elaborate éspionage operation going in the Goldwater entour

Goldwater complained about it, but did you raise a whisper?

But,

is a double standard and it just depends on who is doing the bugging.
the people who are frothing over Watergate are the ones who

bugging on [the part of the Democrats was just good, clean f
\
why have so many democratic voting irregularities been

investigatéd, been covered up? For example, the late Presi

landslide Wictory of 87 votes when he first ran for Senate?

there were mysterious losses of ballots in some Texas counties,
|

where were you?

cerned about

where were you in

At that time the democrats had a most

age. Senator
Apparently there
Today
considered that
un.

ignored, not
dent Johnson's
At that time

Again in 1960,
why were the presidential returns from Texas and Illinoig
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Dr. anp Mags. kRA S5k, Owners

Gorpox EVERsON, Manager

been sworn in as President.

COVER-UP, THE ONE TO END ALL COVER-UPS?

may I add, a partisan one.

Sincerely angry,

CC: Senato$ Goldwater
Senator Ed Gurney
Senatog James Buckley
Mr. wWilliam Buckley, Jr.
And others '

HOLSTEINGS */.

MS .

VERONA,
WISCONSIN

not investigated. we had a daughter-in-law, a son-in-law al
who were poll watchers in Cook County, Illinois. They told us of innumerable
shocking breaches of voting laws, Perhaps John Kennedy shoPld never have

AND WHERE WERE YOU, FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE, DURING THE GREAST CHAPPAUIDICK

So we pave come to the conclusion that, after all, you
of America's great lawyers. As you said (and it may be true) during your
questionning of Mr. Stans, you are just a home-town country lawyer, and,

nd a daughter

The wqole Daniel Ellsberg case has turned out to be a cover-up of his
guilt. I understand that he has admitted that he stole the| top-secret Pentagon
Papers and {then leaked them to the press. Doesn't that make him a security
risk par excellence? What did any bugging have to do with his guilt? why
would any reputable judge throw this case out of court om such a technicality?

are not one i

/‘:I‘i?a&n:c,a_ S 1




, July 26, 1973

Mr. Arthur J. Sleight
10908 Prospect, N. E.
Albuquerque, N. M.

Dear Mr. Sleight:

Thank you for your recent letter. I would agree that
there is a good deal of hypocrisy about on the Watergate
affair. Not being a lawyer it is hard for me to pass
judgment on your suggestion about exercising executive and
legislative restraint on the Supreme Court. I am passing
your letter on to our research people here who I know will
be interested in your views.

Yours very truly,

George Bush

GB/he

“.
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Mr. Nathan Smiley
1528 West 224th Street
Torrance, California 90505

Dear Mr. Smiley:

I regret I was on tour when you called and therefore was
unable to accept your personal phone call on May 14th to the Republican
National Committee Headquarters. Mr. AB Hermann, my aide, brought to
my attention the gist of your remarks regarding the Watergate incident.
I do want you to know we are concerned also.

We appreciate very much your taking the time to call all
the way from California to express your views and we are deeply
grateful for your continued interest. Despite the problems, we hope
you will continue your fine sense of dedication to our overall cause
in the Republican Party.

Yours very truly,

George Bush




OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Republican National Committee
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