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TatergaTe-Sults Bit NL 440
By CARL P. LEUBSIORF
Ausgoclated Preas Wrlter :

VASEINGTON AP - Democratic Hatlonal Chalrman Robert S. Strauss sald
Wedneaday he ia uncertaln whether to accept an offer by President
¥ixon?s Tre-election committee to settle three civil lawsults
atemmin% from the Watergate cage, '

The seltlement offer 18 reported to be $525, 000,

Strauos told the Natlonzl Press Club that he won?t agree to settle
the cases out of court if i1 will hamper full disclosure of the
events surroundinzg the hreakin and bugging of the party®s Gatergzate
hezdguarters last June. ' .

Party sources sald, meanwhile, that 1f Strause doesn’t accept the

fer to settle the package of three lawsuits  which include iwo
counter-ouit against the Lemocrats by the Commlttee for the
Re-election of the President, he may have to make a Speclal
" fund-raising appeal to finance thelr prosecutlion.

Strauss conceded that the two parties would make differing
interpretations of any out-of-court settlement.

‘7 would take it 28 an admisslon of gulliy, *? he saeid. ‘‘They wovld
a course deny it.?? ’
Devan L. Shumwa¥, spokesman for the Nlxon campalgn organization
sald, ‘I don?t think it would neceSsarily be an admission of gullt
in,tﬁe cale,??

‘‘It9e more an attempt to %et the matter resolved, !’ Shumway added,
vhile conceding that any seltlement wovld be in favor of the
Democrats. _ i

Strauss and George Bush, chalrman of the Hepublican Natlional
Commrlttee, made 2 Jjoint appearance before the press club. H#obt=of.
#herquestions-went torStransa S hEa s Bueh A Ba A e ERoy O] mﬁ;"@f
%&ﬁéﬁﬁéﬁsﬁeﬁa’c‘i@mmﬂmngavha?bﬁ;bﬁs;G:&ﬁ;:fna?b;, monaliic onmidtee-wasnat

yolwed s,

Rash praised Fixon®s decision to let Thite HouBe aldes8 appear before
the Senate Watergate 1nquirg and Said that ‘fatergate ha® not
obscured the positive record of this adminisiration,??

<
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Bush,weni-ar-Biepbeyondi—President-Nixonts-atatenent-that-anys '
of ficial, of-the-exeeutive-tranciTWhvsle il Teh el wonld-pesandyended,
@mylng 2 L -Anybody.- 18 there _at.the 602 commditee—~who-da-dnyolyved

E AFyunenployed ciieriext™
By

e

“The Demoerats. brought suvit for $6.4 million over the Watergate
break-in; the GOP countersults total $7 .5 million,

In discusslng the civil sult, trought originally by former -
Democratic National Chairman fawrence Fo O®Brien after the June 1
eak-1n, Strauss termed 1t €°the match thet was used to light

the fire to keep this whole thing smoldering?? until the nation
hecame aware of the case, ’

Becaune of the Democrabtic debt of $3.6 mlllion, Strauss @aid *‘I
ke no dim view?? of gettinz funde from the Nixon campalgn commltitee.
Party sources Szld the amount belnz offered would not be a
factor 1n the Democratic decision on whether to settle out of court.
Pi517pes April 18
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VASEING TON="EP ~ = Martha Mitchell, Who has been 1
called to make a pre-trial statemeht in connection with the
Watergate case, saild Wedneaday ahe would rather testlify
ublicly, ’
era. Mitchell wlfe of former Atty. Gen, John Mitchell,
sald °‘I want $o go on the Hill to testidy publicly?s before Sen.
Sam Ervin’®s Watergate 1nVeSti9atin§ committee,

In angwer to a query, Mra. Witchell in New York told how She
felt avout belng ecalléd to glve a pre-trial statement May 2

in the multi—niﬁlion dollar series of civil lawsultis arising
from the Tatergate burzlary, '
lawyers for the Democratic Party which trought the sult

a8ked her to ap%ear and to brins"with her any recards pertinent
to the raid on the Democratic ¥ational beadgquarters in the-
Wateréate bullding or any records relating to James MeCord,

one of the convicted defgndants in the break-in, who once
Served a8 a bodyguard for the Mitehells,

Mrs. Mitchell saig:

I%n ver{ sorry E?%y Just want a deposition, I want to g0

on the H11l +to teg { publliely. I d0 not want a deposition because
an%lgr%ttfe word can be misinterpreted, T want to teatify
publiecly,

MrB. Mltehell has been voeal in trging to defend her hustang

John iitehell, because, she has sal , 3he wants to prevent hid

Zrom belng made g Bcapegoat in the Witergate case,

Iggg*sa%% %g%f %i Sen. : in ?11% ggll her to %E?tifytshe Wlll have
1ty e 8enators, inclu Bome 28 the ver

heard in the lives, s’ s e ey neve

irs. Mlitchell®s lgtest comment8 were relaved through her

Washington spokeswoman *mrs. ¥ingola McLend on,

rzb32pea ap 118
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THE. S[J.\'. Wednesday, ‘April zo, 1973

By BRUCE WINTERS

Washmptou Bureau o] Thc Sun

Washingten—Kenneth * Rietz,

whe caught President Nixon's
attention bécause of his politi-

cal

organizing - last year

mong: young peopIe, hes re-

ckey

ed unexpectedly from a
aEf posmon on -the Re-

pubhcan Natmnal Commlttee
“The’ announcement was
made yesterday by Gt orge
Bush, the GOP national ¢ jair-
man, who said Mr, lelz
handed him a letter of resigna-
tion Monday that ciled a
“guite extrazordinary” offer
from private industry as the
reason fordeparture.
+ Mr. Rietz, who was named
in February' director of .the
nafional committee's “new ma-
jority eampaign” for 1974, was

. 1net-.--fawai]able for, comment
throughout the day either at

"his home or at his desk at
:GOP headquarters T

!
' Watergate speeulation '

In Washington, speculation
immediately developed over a
possible connection betweén the
resignation and the Watergate
scandal. None was immaediately
apparent, but the guessing con-
tinued, anyway.

Mr. Bush provided a takeoff
point. Asked if Mr. Rietz of-
fered any other explanation for

“leaving, he replied: “Nothing'I

:am prepared to talk about”

¥

|He then referred any further
questions to Mr. Rietz. -

At 31 years of age, Mr. Rietz
is a seasoned political opera-
tive, having worked. first in

paign. In 1969, he was named

.| the national committee’s as-|§..
sistanf director of communica- (%

tions, a position he'left a year

E. Brock 3d, in Tenfiessee,

* Before reinvolving himself in
President Nixon's 1972 cam-
paign, ' Mr: Rietz was vice

sulting firm of -Allison, Tre~

leaven and Rietz, Ine.: E

Mr. Nixon was said to be

kY
particularly impressed: by the

youth rally Mr, Rielz organ-

President Nixon's 1968 cam- |,

later fo manage the winning
campaign of Senator Willlam |}

president of the political con-|;-

ized during the Miami Beach:.
corivention, a nationally tele-| - N
vised event-highlighted by the| - =¥ |

ol :.

cewed ina moment of enthusi- | division ef the Comm1ttee fort-
the -Reelection of the Presi-
dent, another assignment he is
lafer became! said -to have acquitted with

asm from Sammy Davis, Jr,,
the entertainer.

Mr. Rietz
dlrector of the young voters ‘\:Ir. Nixon’s approbation.’

'__G@P y@wm aide qmzﬁeg W@i@rg@zi@ éfz‘z@ sp@@wicazi@d

"As the party’s post-electior
strategy began focusing or
how to turn the President's
smashing victory inte a ney
congressional majority in 1974

bear hug the President re-l.

Mr. Riefz's name rose agait
and it is szid to have bea
sTeadily endorsed by HR
Haldeman, the White Hous

) . chief of staff.

Whether any of these activi
ties or associations:had a Wat

. ilergate comnection was uncer

tain. One school of though
suggested Mr. Rielz was leay
ing partly in protest, partly
because Watergate seriousl
hurt GOP party-building plans
and partly beczuse a good jo
'in industry, indeed, had comu
his way. : .

The three-paragraph ar
nouncement of his resignatio
was dry and-{o. the_pomt. .

| . accepting Rietz’s resig
:«3 nation,” it said, “‘Bush thanke

lhim fof- his ewores in’ Starang
the Repubiican Nationsal: Com-

mlttee s, pla..nmgfor IBTL‘is
=ePerhaps s:gmﬁcanﬂy xt weni
1% 15 /note’ thet? a*” stedessor
would be. chosen after. consult
- o " T R B
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By Juck Anderson

The astonishing story can
now be told how the Water
gate coverup -suddenly tore
apart at the stitches. .

Our sources declare categor-
ically that President .Nixon
had no advance knowledge of
the Watergate -break-in and
bugging. From the first, for-
mer Aftorney. ‘General John
Mitche]ll and White - House

.| counsel John Dean also swore

to him that they had_no part
in the illegal operation. It was

| well known- around the White

House, however, . that. Jeb
Stuart Magruder was neck
deep in the scandal.

As No. 2 man on the eam.
paign committee, he directed
the activities of Watergate
ringleader G. Gordon Liddy.

Liddy submitted regular re-
port¥'to Magruder on the bug-
ging operation under the code
name, “Gemstone.” Magruder
also arranged for Liddy to
draw cash out of the eommit-
tee'’s safe,

After the arrest of .the
Watergate wiretappers, an agi-
tated Liddy immediately tried
to contact Magruder in Cali-
fornia. Liddy demanded to use
the White House' security net-
work so he ecould speak on a
secure phone..Unable to get
through to. Magruder's. hotel
Liddy left a message for M
gruder to call him from a pay
phone.

When the call ‘came
through, Liddy, reported what

~

had happened and received: in-

fooy

structions {o destroy all in-
criminating evidence, Finally,
Magruder directed Liddy to
report at once to Attorney
General Richard Kleindjenst,

Liddy loecated Kleindienst at
theé Burning Tree golf course
and rushed off to consult him.
Powell Moore, the eampaign
press chief, asked to go along,
They called Kleindienst into
‘a2 back’ room and confided
that  the burglary-bugging
squad, cdught red-handed in.
side " Democratic headquar-
ters, was headed by the Presi-
dent’s campaign security chief,

Coldly, Kleindienst picked
up a telephone and reached
Assistant Attorney General
Henry Petersen. “Henry,” in-
structed Kleindienst, "T wang
to be sure that these people
are treated as any other per-
son would be treated who is
arrested under those cdireum-
stances.” . )

The chastened Liddy re-
turned to campaign headquar-
ters and began stuffing his
files into a small shredder,
which chewed them up too
slowly to suit him. So he hus
tled upstairs with arms full of
documents and ran them
through z larger shredder.

Over at the White House,
meanwhile, Dean ordered two
aides fo clean out the filds of
Watergate conspirator E. How-
ard Hunt. Eight cardboard car-
tons of papers were sneaked
out'of the White House and
stored in a warehouse. They
were later returned to the

White House, and moast of the

THE WASHINGTON POST
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1

documents
destroyed.
" Dean was ordered by the
President to find out whether
any White House people were
involved in the Watergate
erimes. Conirary to the jm-
pression given out by the
White House, Dean never
submitted a written report.

Our sources state flatly that
Dean used his authority to ob-
struct the FBI and to keep in-
criminating evidence ‘away
from the Justice Department.
He even ordered Hunt out of
the country. White House aide
Charles Colson, according to
one source, exploded: “Do you
want to make the Whte House
an accessory te a fugitive
from justice?” .

were * selectively

Cover-up Begins

One of the President’s elos.

est advisers, John Ehrlichman,
wanted to put out.a statement
acknowledging Magruder's
role in the Watergate conspir-
acy. This was vigorously op-
pesed by Clark MacGregor
who succeeded Mitchell s
campaign_chairman.
« WA few presidential advisers,
including Ehrlichman and Col.
son, warned the President in
February that the Watergate
decisions must have been ap-
proved by Mitehell and Dean.
Mr. Nixon replied that both
had denied any involvement
and asked for praof.

By mid-March, the Presi-
dent's faith in Dean began to
waver. He ordered Dean {o

How the Watergate @@@mp Failed

report-on his Watergate Inves.
tigation. After a few days at
the presidential retreat, Dean
reported back to the President
that he simply couldn't write a
report. Anmgrily, Mr. Nixon
took Dean off the Watergate
case,

Colson, meanwhile, tock a
lie-detector test to prave hig
own innocence, Dean was furi.
ous. “Now we're all going to
have to take one, hie
grumped. ' ’

Colson and Ehrlichman aiso
put together information that
(1) Dean had advance knaw--
ledge of the Watergate bug-
ging; (2) Dean had ordered
Hunt out of the country; and
(3) Dean had authorized pay-
ments to the Watergate de-
fendants to keep their mouths
shut. On Friday, April 13,
Ehrlichman confronted Dean
with the charges.

That night, Dean put to-
gether some documents he
had been saving, which indi-
cated hoth H.R. Haldeman and
John Ehrlichman had knowl-
edge of the Watergate cov-
erup. Next day, Dean took the.
documents to Assistant U.5.
Attorney Earl Silbert and
made  accusations ‘against
Haldeman, Ehlichman, Mitch-
ell and Magruder, In return,
‘Dean asked for immunity.

munity. Instead, he called in .
Magruder and confronted him
with Dean's revelations. This
broke down Magruder who
also confessed his role in the
conspiracy. -

Camp David to write a belated

® 1973, United Feature Syndicate

.

Silbert refused to grant im- - -

s
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WA SHI Wa%erg%tgy ead A111% insert after 7th
Wil clhed.
giggergggvélao 8aid presidential counsel John W, Dgan gIL
April 14 asked fedgr?1 prgsecutgrgtgggsim%gné;¥dan made
ona alnst Magruder an »

%‘x’.‘;‘;iﬁﬁigﬁa E1?'%';:{.'1:&39(1 t%ge lea far immunity, but later troke down
Magruder by confronting him with Dean?*s accuaatio%a. a

Since then ¥agruder has been quoted ag® accualng eag %nr ate
former Atty. Gen. John Ne Mitchell of ap§rov1ng te: aterg
bugging in 2dvance. Dean has s8ald publicly he won
he & Acapegoat. :

The ypredent 8th graf :
cz121pesd april 26

2%, Ivylesze
czZz0T
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Watergate 3d Iead

By JANES E, WALTBRS
Asnoclated Press Writer .

BASHINGTON AP - President Nixon met for a 8econd time Wednesday
wth a Jawyer retained by two of his aildes

: to represent them
in the Watergate wiretapping case, the White HouBe 8aid today, -
Presidential Press Secretar%JRonéld Le Ziefler 8ald the lawyer

John J, Wilson, then presum th the two aides] H: R,
N

" RALDEVAR AND John D. Bhrldchme
. Zlegler also denied flatly a report thet the President had aske

Presidential Preas Secrétarv ﬁonﬁld Le Z2legler said the lawfer'
John J. Wildon, then rresumbly met + two ¢ .
Haldeman and Jdhn D. ﬁ;rnchmaﬁ. odey Wwlih the two aides, H. R,

Zlegler alzo denied flatly a re

port that the President had ae
dbrmer Secretary of Defense Melvin R, 5 Hou

Jaird to join the White House
staff to dired a re-crganlzatlon. A sdurce closg t g0 0¢

denied Weineaday that Such an off had de d oLLgigdhglsolf
: : offar en mde, Lair i3]

hag 8aid he isn'tt available for such a task, e

8ri157pes april 26 '

o ann

a111
' b vvviXx : .

Waterzate Lead 300 - |
By JAMES E. WALTIRS _ _
Asgoclated Press Writer '

WACHINGTON AP =~ Powell Moore,-a former public information
&poleoman for the Nixon campaiﬁn, agpeared in the offices of .
federal prosecutors toda¥ a8 the Watergate grand jury reconvened.

Moore refused to comment on a report published today by columnist
Jack Anderson, Baying Moore and Water=zate eonagirator Ge Gordon
L16dy approsched Atty. Gen. Kichard Kleinddenst the day after
liddy?s wiretapping crew was arrested,

Moore ssld he hadn?t known of the ugging Scheme in advance,

To all other queations, he told newsmen, *°‘Fram Juat not going

to comment.?*? , .

Andergon quoted anonymousS swrces a8 Bayl that Liddy who
was later-convicted a3 the alleged mestermind of the Watergate

opseration con‘bacte;@__j{leindiqu__gnﬂoztgqgaﬁg_f_ﬁca;mg&iggﬁd_epg_‘by___;w
“Jeb S. NMgruder. When Liddy Looated Kleindlenst s 8- golf cowrae,

Moorae asked to go alonﬁ,' nderson sald. B
Then the three men=-Ii g, Kleindiensi and Moore-reportedly
went into & tack room, whére Liddy told Fleindiensnt that ohe of
- the flve men arrested’inside Democratic offices early that
morning was Nixon’s ecampaign Becurity chief,

:Anderson said-Kleindienat then teleYhoned Asets Atty. Gen,
Henry Petersen, who heads the eriminal division, and told him

“Henrﬁ, I wanl to be mure that these feople are treated as
sny other person would be treated who 1B arrested under those
circumstances,?? , . )

Justice Department 8pokesmen wouldn?t comment on Andersonra
gtory today, Liddy himself eventually was indicted witk the
five arrested men end E. Howard Hunt, a former White House .
consultent. All were convicted. S

The gresent_agokesman for the Nixon camfafgn organlzation
sald today that workers for the re-election comittee miled in
more than a third of the favorable resyponaes reacorded in a

local television poll last year of reaction to the mning .of
North Vietnamese waters, -

DeVan L. Shumway opd graf a016 )
Je1153ae8 April 26
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WA SH Waterégte BJt, AOQ16WX, Take 2: eampalgn. 480

-Former Delfense Selretary Melvin R, Laird denled S sculation that
he will return to Washington at Nixon’s request to elp clean up
the White House e@taff as a result of the Waterﬁate affelr.

He told & reporter Wednesday in Marehfield, Wis,.: ‘*I was drafted
fowr years 1o end our involvement in South Vietnam and to end the
draft, and I cannot be drafied again.’!

~Syndicated columnist Jack Anderfon Said he pronised federal
investligators that ke will mtop quoting from Becret transeripte of
the grand Jury investigation into Watergate. He 8a1d no desl® wers
mede and that he had not grom&sed to stop dnveotigating the cage,

It was disclcosed that the Federal Resefve System had bedén asked -
ty government investieatora to trace $10,000," mo8tly Iin $100 bills,
carried the wife of convicted Watergale conspirator B, Howard
Hunt at the time of her death in a plahe crash last December.

The Federal ResBerve System dlstritvies mone% to commercial tanks,
Most of the bille were traced to New York siate by their serial
numbers hut the board said it could not trace them further,

In 1%s _story today-on the TV-poll talloting, The Washington Post -
Quoted James Dooley, former head of the Nixoh committes?s mallroon,
g saying that conmlttee em¥1o%ea gent in about 4,000 of the
5%457 responses agreein% with the President.

Work ground to a halt in the greas office whlle everyone filled
out 15 posteardm, #? the Post quoted Dooley. 19. Dooley also Baid
cormittee workerd were sent to purchase 1,000 newspapers from
which WITIG tallots were clipged.

‘I think 1%r8 a most unfortunate abvde of an honest attempt
to survey public opinion,?®s said Ed Turner, news director for
Hetromedia. . :

Frank Manklewles, a top officlal in the Democratic presidentisl
campign of Sen, George McGovern, told the Post: ““We didn?t do 1t.
It didn’t ocewr to us, These guis are something . They agsume we
have the Bame S8leazy ethice aB thelrm,??

In Los Angeles, o Yormer worker in Nixon®s California campaign 8aid
» witnessed Ffellow workers Soliciting-and in Some cased malking
up~telegrams to send to the White HoulSe Supporting the mining of
Haiphon% harhor. '

Isrry Carroll, now a reporter for KABC-TV in Los Angeles,
after a Wednesfasy report in The Washington Post that the
Nixon commlttee 8pent $8,400 on a publicity drive aimed at
fatricating npartlisan suppart for the min « He 8ald he dld not
comment previously because he felt he would have heen called a
*‘MCE overn: 8py.?? . . ' .

In New York, Rep. John M. Murfhg, D-N.Y., Bays convicted Watergate
conspirator G. Gordon Liddy tried teo may 4 nunmber of weapons8 from
a Washinrton alrea gun dealer last year, apparently at the time the
break-1in was bein§ flanned. : . ,

lddy, a fermer White House alde, 18 28a3ld to be a gun collector,

AG330aes April 26
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Watergate-Reasons Bt 410, Two Takes 8§20
An AP Wews Analvsisg
By WALTER R, MEARS
AP Political Writer )

WASHIWGTO§ Ap =~ When the wedb of involvement in the Fatergate
affair finally 1s unta led a8 question will remain to haun the
Nixon White House: Why 414 Yhey do st

Why while President Klxonta re-election Prodpects soared ang
his early Democratic rivals foundered, d1d men 1n hls campaign
organiza{ion deem 1t necesgary to tr wiretapping 2
And why the eariier attempte’at S8pyinz and apparent politieal
Bahotage against Democratio eandida ©8 who Beemed to heed ne
edslistance in bungline their campa iz nsg ?
who acted and who knew of Republican
39%1t1cal 8yying in 1972, there DAYy never be a clear ansger a3 to

‘%What really hurts in matters of this sort 18 not the faet that
they occur because overzeslous peogle in campaiﬁn@ do things that
are wron%,h ixon sald last Aug, o « *What really hurtn 15 4+
0 cover it Up,?»

, now a8 Watergate aceusars ﬁoint to men h1§h in the

; hite House, while Nixon*s spokesmen deny the President had any

?knowledig of what wan going on,

: There ha@ heen n claim that golitical Burveillance orlginally was
ordered becausa of & rigk of emonstrations 2galinat Republicah

,camgaiigera.
But that coulg hardly be a motive for the wiretapg n%-hmrglary at
Democratic headquarters lns+t June 17, or for the abortive attempt
bug thficampaign 0fficen of Sen, éeorge MeGovern three
er,

3
B
ot
m
g
H
et
-~
B

uart Magruder, who actuallg ran that commlttes in 1%8 early
days, before John N,”M tehell res3izned as attorney general for
8 B%int ag chalrman has testified that the organfz&tion Bpent
Bome $43 mllion on the cempaign. It had $4 mililon left over
after Nixonsa landslide re-election,
B0 there wag glenty of money to an Gubstantial sums to g collezo
Student reerui faq to infilfrate t
Edmund S, Musld e and to finance alleze Sabotage efforts,
. And there ars o Arges now that the same freasury finaneed efforts

'ﬁoggy the silence of the Seven men convieted 1n the Watergate raid,

' AG 236aen April o6
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VASH Wavergate-Reasons Bjt, AQ12WX, Take 2! rald. 410
wgiﬁublicana now eay that t

he Nixon campaizn operation functloned
, ample latitutde to plot and do what was done, and without the
knowledze of the President, . ’

‘*You need only lmow the players involved,K °* said Sen, Rodert J,
Dole of Kansas, the former Republican chalrman, who never cared
machk for the CRP operators anyhow,

What the Nixon canmaiin commlttiee Seem3 to have had was a budget
ant 2 llcense for politlcal overldll, hoth of which 1t used,

By the time the Watergate rald occurred MecGovern, the Democratic
e&ndidate Nixon men were said to have feared least amonz the
e gosition‘prospects, was elearly oh hie way to nowmination.

@ e campaign for Muskie, who once as towerlng front-runner had led
Nixon ir 1971 gublic-o 4 hlon golls, had collapsed, Sen, Hubert He
Humphrey was 8till trying, tut with seant hoge of nomination.
There wa3d no evidence any covert CRP operation had signifieantly
affected that Demoeratic situation, . ‘o

On June 16, the day hefore the Waterzate burglary, George Gallup?’s
wllaters began three days of sounding® which found that Nixon
had & 50-per-cent-approval raiting as presldent. That polling also
discovered that in & two-men race, Nixon led lcGovern 53 per cent
to 37 per cent,

Ultimateli, Nixon won with 61 per cent of the vote to McGovern’s

per cent, .

80 the President was in firm commnd of the prusidential campalgn,
if not hls own 8taff and or%anization..

There is_another lrony ln the faet that the Waterzate crew had
tﬂ@ged 8 Democratle headquarters that actually had little to do
With what was hagpening in the greaid-ential campaign. It was
managing the debt, schedulin§ the conventlon, and dealing with party
baders who had loat thelr clout to the MeGovern newcomers,

MeGovern hamnered the Watergate issue throughout his campaign~tut a
ronth before the electlon, a Gallup Poll reported that 30 per cent
of those intarviewed d1d hot consider the wiretapplng case a
stronz reason to vote for the Demoeratic nominee,

The White House was denying 21l charges 8tanding on a Nixon
8tatement thai no one in” the administration was involved. That
statement has now been overtaken by events, and pronounced
inoperative,

And the latest Gallup Poll indleates that 41 per cent of the
%ﬂ;giggn people belleve Nixon knew in advance of the Watergate
AG244pe3 April 26
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WASHI Mz TON A% — An officlel of President Nixon’s re-election
comitvtee enys cormilttee workers Bent in thouSande of yhony btallots to
a televinion atationmfoll which Showed overwhelmiq% su§por for
Nixgn9s de%ision b ne North Vietnamese watera, the ashington
Pogt renorte, "
DeVan L. Shurwey spokesman for the Commdttes for the Re~-election of
e Preaident, wal cuoted in Thureday’s editions of the Pont
a8 Baylng the commities sent “‘ahout’ 2, 000 1llots and resnonses??
the poll conducted hy Washington Melromediz stetion WM.
The paper algso caid another former Nixon committee official =aid
g?e .nc% sent in ebout 4,000 of the responses agreelny with the
oSident. ST ’
Final resulis of the poll taken during the week of May 15, 1972,
shoved 6,157 agreeing with the Preeident and 1 158'0f¥oaed. E
When the stution reported the results of 1ta hoil qualiflied the
resulia by Gaylng several thovsBand of the posteardh apparently had
been typed on the same typewriters and had much the &ame
phraring the Post said, , A
The Pos% quoted Shumway as Baying: ¢‘When you’rs involved in an
election, you do what you ean, That type of voluntary poll is
the moat Blotkadble tg ¢ thing. We aosdined the other Bide would do 1t
dl8o, On that assumption we proceeded. I donst ¥now if the other

The paper also quoted James-Dooley Tformer hoad of the mallroom
8t tho Fe-election commitiee; a8 eaying that committes wWor kera
were Sent out $o0 buy about % 000 newspapers from which the Ballets
were clipped. In addition, Be Post quoted Dooley am esying, about
2,000 postvecards were filled out and mailed in. -

““ork ground %o & halt in the press office while everyons filled out
15 pogicerds, *? the paper quoted Dooley 19 as saying. ¢‘Ten people
wried for several days buylng differenl idhde of Btawmps and
yosteards and getting different handwriting to fake the responaca,??

The Post agid Weanesaag that the Nixon committee conducted
& campaign last May to distort the over-all view of the
American puhblic*s response to the mning. That effort, the Pozt
sald, inclvded B;ying for telegrams of Bupport beine Sent to the
Preafdent and the placing of an a parently deceptive advertisment

in The New York Times supportins the mining and eriticising an
editorial in the Times opposing 1t.
¢b1200aes aypr 26
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Rietz 33 '

WASHINGTON AP ~ A former Nixon c’am;;a.ign officlal @aye charges
‘he raeterminded ‘‘a e¥y Ting of kids*? are ridioulous,” the
‘Fashington Post reported in Thursdayss editions,

The newspaper ssid Kenneth S. Rietz denied he recrulited young
voterg to Bpy on Democratic presidential nominee Gecrge MeGovernss
campalegn.

‘IPBO %ay that I masterrninded a a8py ring of kids to epy on’

McG overn is ridiculovs, If there was any Spylng to be done, the

Bhould have been doing 1t on us, s the Pool quoted Rietz ab eaying,

The Poat 8ald denplte Rietz? deninl, Seunte sources told the
newspaper that Senate invesiigators have been told Rietz recruited
four or five young people to %nﬁltra.te McGovern campaign
organizationn, )

The informtion that Rietz wae ghout to be l1inked to 2il
Republicen esi Eonage'during the
'b;riRe_publican a
eld,

The newsSpaper 8aid Bush seked Rietz to resign his job as director A
of the €®Ths Majority Campaign®® within an hour afier lesrning the X
hformation. e 5y
Rletz abruftly quit his Job Monday. He now works for MM

Recorde in Los Angelea, :

A Regublican Sourceg cloge to the administration said the Rietsz
operation involved “mf_z 1ittls Watergates®® directed at Demoeratie
candldate headquarters;-the Post @aid,

The Podt al®o reported that Rleiz oeid e student at Gecrge
Waehlngton University in Washington, was the only atudent recrulted
foar eaplonage activi ir. . ' :

The newsyaper 82814 Rietz was aaked 1f he thouiht this
actlvity wae a misfake. It quoted him a8 replylns: .

‘It waen®t & mistake or an asBet, We were trying to_collect
inTormetion on a radical groug a8 to what they mi%ht do in ,
Mlami the site of the Republican National Convention or elasewhere.
'ﬁeigidr’l:t do it anywhere else because the opportunity did not
ariae, _

¢b114ipes agr 26
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Water, a%e Blt 400 Two Takes 880

EVY JAMES B, WALTMS

Assoclated Prees Writer :

WASEINGTON AP ~ Workeres for President Nixon®s re-election committee
ralled in more than a third of the favorable redponaes

recorded in a local television poll laet year of resction to the
gﬂging of North Vietnamess waters, a campaign officisl CER

oday., ’

Bevén Lie Shnnwaﬁ 8pokesman’for the Commdttes for the
Be-election of th Presfdent.  8a1d he diggst re%ard it 28 rigping

the poll because *Swe Telt the Temoerats would do the eame‘t%fng.”

€<That tﬁpe off voluntarf poll is the most etackatle thing ?* he

said, ‘When you're involved 1n an ¢leetion, you do what ydu

can, e assumed the other side would do the same thing,ss

the final result of the poll, a8 announced by Metromedis station
WIle, wam 5 157 agreeing With Nixon’s decision to mine Haifhong
harblr-and | %58 1aa§ree1ng. Fhen W1Td reported the resulis
Kny 15, 1% BA1d that 1t had Tecelved Bevorsy thousand posteards
that were of a susplelous naturs becsuse they apperentiv had been

ped on the same typewritern, Shumway 8aid *‘about 2,000 tallots
end reSponSegr? were msi led y commlttee workers,

In other Wateriate develoymentss .

~Vice President Spiro T, %new told a news conference. T want
Yo make 1t very clear that T have full confidence in the integrity
of Prefident Nlxonh and in his determingtion and W 1ity to re@olve
the ?atsggate ratter to the full Batisfectlon of the American
reople. _ .

There have been published Teport® quotine unnamed asboclaten and
fri ends of.A%new as sa¥ing he wasg ugset over the Wreakx-in and )
buigini at the Demoeratic nationzl headquarters in the Watergate '
a1d felt the President hag done 4t00 1it{le to unoover the facte,

‘‘Let me emphasize that I do not 8peak through such unidentif ed

Sources, ?» Agnew oaid, He read o prepared statement, then declined
o _answer guestions, £ April 1g
0 ‘

The Los Anqelea Times 8aid it is standing by its storg
that Agnew *‘4s reported to he perBonally appalled by the affair
and by the way the edministration has handled-1t,»?
~The Wthinﬁion Post quoted Kenneth S, Rietz, & Fformer Fixon
campaign officiel. as denyinz he reeruited fodr or five young
erson8 to inTiltfate Democratic presidential nominee Georga
ﬁEGovern’e campaign organization. Rietz .21, was director of
gthe ‘New Majority Campaign®s of the Reputlican Wational Commitiee
R vhen he guit atvrupti E%n 2y to 2ccept a Jobh with MEM records,
% 8aid RNC Chairman George
2 he had been I

l: campaig i,
i MORE
AG 321066 April 26
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SPECIAL REPORT: WED, TV SPECIALS
ON WATERGATE
APRIL 25, 1973

On one DC station or anothetr between 9 pm and 12:30 am Wed.

" nite -- w/the exception of 1/2 hour -- Watergate specials were on.

From 9-10, Agronsky w/an expanded hour discussed issue w/
Kilpatrick, Sidey and Lisagor. From 10:30-11:00, and the only
network show, ABC presented a report: w/HKS. Andfrom 11:00-12:30,
the issue was discussed on Metromedia by Jack Anderson, Vic Gold,
Barry Sussman (editor of Post's Watergate coverage) and Metromedia
analyst Martin Abend.

Sidey, Kilpatrick, Gold and Anderson were all extremely forceful
in expressing one dominant consensus of the night: The President
must act soon in a decisive fashion. To exonerate himself; said
Sidey. He must "purge' and should move "yesterday' or w/in
hours, said Gold, in order to separate self from "sordid mess"
altho-he must acknowledge responsibility- for choosing his aides.
UClean house!" said Kilpatrick in strong terms as he said he
couldn't improve-on Star edit -- everyone, from HRH down, must
go now if RN is to save self. And-if RN knew of bugging or of
coverup, which Kilpatrick is confident he did not, then impeachment .
will result -- "yes, impeach the man," said Kilpatrick of"the person
whom he sa.1d he has supported since he:lst met RN when he came
to Congress. Lisagor said RN must move w/dispatch; he can't

-afford to be seen looking for political benefits of various optlons or

het!ll only get deeper into the soup.

Jack Anderson shared Kilpatrick's view that RN didn!t know of
specific bugging but he said RN did touch off the overall intelligence ’
effort in 171 and was clearly part-of the coverup, tho not necessarily
the payoffs etc. But, several times Anderson emphasized that he is
convinced RN knew nothing of Watergate itself and that the longer
RN delays in acting, the worse the problem becomes for him.
(Woodward/Bernstem on Agronsky show also emphasized they have
no evidence linking RN to-any knowledge of Watergate itself. )
Anderson stressed bellef -= Jarriel called moves “1nev1tab1e“ and
others generally-acted as tho they expect resignations -~ that RN
will clean house. If he does, Anderson feels impeachment will not
and should not be cons1dered
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Anderson sees RN embarked on a "definite, bold course,' an
"outraged" Pres. who is convinced some of his most trusted aides
lied to him and RN will not protect them. He said RN previously
asked for proof (Jan/Febh). of charges as he wasn't willing then "'to
behead innocents." Anderson noted RN had directed Liddy via
Peterson "to tell all you know'" -~ it's the '"patriotic" thing to do,
RN reportedly said and to Anderson, that indicates a President
who wants to get to the bottom'" of it. Post's Woodward said
Presidency is. very resilient and RN can perhaps pull off "indictments
w/honor' by seizing initiative. He hopes all is resolved ASAP to
minimize day-by-day damage to presidency. Anderson also felt
if GOP continues to take lead in forcing disclosure, it won't be hurt

" by incident in 74, nor should it be.

Martin Abend, tho disclaiming role of Admin defender while also
most-sharply criticizing media's "self-righteous and.selective
indignation, ' still felt RN must clean house if only because aides have
become politically embarrassing to him."-

ABC SPECIAL

Largely a review of the case from last June forward w/show
broken up by Hungate!s ditty "Come, Spy W-/Me Down at the Old
Watergate," Smith called it ""The Scandal That Wouldn't Go Away"
and said it's likely to haunt GOP for years. Jarriel described WH
as in sfate of "virtual paralysis" w/Palace Guard seriously under-
mined as RN publicly refuses to reaffirm confidence in them.
Jarriel emphasized RN set'up the staff w/its "cool, detached
efficiency' and it has "justifiably'' been seen as isolating RN,

.Jarriel said ""close sources'" to RN say HRH will resign soon w/

Rogers, Laird and Harléw rumored replacements. Jaxrriel said
incident should teach RN that Oval must have more access as the
current structure resulted in RN "blind spot." Jarriel feels it
doubtful RN knew of breakin or payoffs but said he may have known
of overall campaign intelligence operation. And he said RN's top
staff are virtual prisoners in their offices unsure of RN's plans

to deal w/situation which threatens to leave him a weakened, lame
duck Pres.

ABC also w/{film of Weicker saying RN spoke out when he had the
facts and saying RN was "terribly abused' by his staff, Donaldson
reviewed grand jury situation w/expected indictments this time not
of unknown persons but of those given responsibility and power in
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RN's Admin., Ervin on film again indicating his probe may be
delayed but emphasizing his belief that far more serious than
Watergate itself is whether there was conscious effort to
sabotage Dem candidates pre-convention and Ervin stressed the
"very broad authority'' his comm. has -- especially to look into
money situation.

ABC also w/interview of Bradlee calling RZ!'s "inoperative
remark -- sharply rapped a number of times as RZ's own credibility
took considerable criticism during the night -~ a ""pretty cheap"
device, Anderson called "inoperative' an admission of 10 months
o '"ies." (NB: Woodward/Bernstein were on YToday and the Agronsky
show Wed; Kay Graham on CBS AM and Agronsky; Bradlee on ABC's
Network Special and Post's Sussman on' Metromedia special.)

HKS concluded ABC Special w/his previously reported call for
strong campaign spending controls or the availability of the dollar
of the special interests will continue to be the temptress which
leads to more Watergates, etc.
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METROMEDIA

Besides Anderson/Abend comments noted above, the following
v was of interest:

1) Opening the show, Post's Sussman was 2skéd
what Thurs. story would be. He suggested it could
well be CRP's purchase of 2-4,000 papers last May
in order to clip coupons for poll on RN's bombing/
mining., Poll was taken by Metromedia and result
; ’ was 5177 - 1178 w/Sussman saying it really was
) 1177 - 1178 given 4, 000 votes sent in by CREP. This
charge caused moderator Goldsmith to ask if Post
was running out of material on Watergate. And
Gold failed to see comparison bhetween pollstacking
and Watergate. Besides saying Dems were stupid
if they weren't doing the same, Vic also pointed.
out great public support in Gallup and other non-
stacked polls for RN's move. When it was suggested
poll-stacking was just politics, Anderson said that's
what GOP/CREP has said all along re: Watergate
etc yet he's heard of no Dem bugging or illegal
moves save a "few harmless.pranks' by Tuck and
they were by McG vs., Muskie.

N

2) Metromedia NYC analyst Abend wondered why no
protest over Dem buggings of Otepka (Kilpatrick

i asked same on another show and was almost laughed

1 off w/Lisagor indignantly charging Kilpo w/""cheapest

' and shoddiest! argument he'd ever heard) or over

King taps w/RFK's authority. Such a 'paricity™

of info, said Abend, has been brought up re: Watergate
that he attributes much of it to animus of media over
fact that RN won again. Thruout show, he emphasized
view that Watergate itself would not have been done
unless there was reason to believe on part of conspirators
that Dems were planning riots at GOP Conv. or other
moves inimical to Nat'l interest.

Abend never condoned the bugging, but said it wasn't new; that US
political history has always been ''rotten'' and the great sin is that high
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persons - anybody at such levels in corruptible, he said - were
caught w/pants down and there's a ""glee'" in liberal circles over

it. Tho none of other panelists agreed w/his views, he continued

to. emphasize them. Abend was also indignant over Dem refusal

to tell what was on tapes - if they're not hiding anything, why not
come clean? Anderson said reason was extremely embarrassing
personal info and nothing political. Abend doesn't believe that

and even if it ig true, he feels conspirators nonetheless believed
there was something to learn - and that's a mitigating factor in the -
crime.

AGRONSKY AND GO

Of the 3 shows, this was the most critical, and one must say,
the 'most depressing, Besides aforementioned discus sion of
impeachment, the lst such active talk heard from a meajor source,
several very damaging series of clips were run. The lst series
was of statements by CREP and WH officials denying involvement.
"By their words, ye shall know them, " concluded a bitterly hostile
Agronsky who said the past statements must be taken intoc account
as some were 'outright lies' and they've led to a credibility gap
2nd- to none in US history. Another series was exclusively of
Mitchell whose closeness to RN and status as #1 law officer in
land was stressed before and after the review of his "contradictions'
which Agronsky said will live -to haunt him. Sidey called the Mitchell
statements since last fall. "appalling;" Kilpatrick said he was "aghamed, "
Sidey asked how it is now to be assumed RN and Mitchell didn't talk
about everything even tho their closeness was never denied before.
HR H/Mitchell/RN were always seen as one, he said. Now WH acts
as if it wants to repeal 5 years of history on that score - as Sidey said
it also wants press to do re: the loyalty, subordination etc of top.
aides to RN, Now they're to be seen as men who would ge beyond
his authority etc, '

_—
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Other areas of comment/interest on Agronsky show:

1) Lisagor felt special prosecutor is needed

as neither WH nor Justice can investigate self

and it still looks to public as if WH is covering

up. Opposing the idea, Kilpatrick said RN ought

to know enough by now to act on own. But Lisagor
felt the Easter calls and RZ on "no resignations"
indicated RN doesn't have enough info or won!t do
what's needed on his own. And what more can RN
say -- he denied he'll allow coverup; a respected, -
believable outsider is needed, said Lisagor. Sidey
said Ziegler's answer to question on 8:15 meetings
reflected how one can no longer believe the official
spokesman. (Anderson said RZ "has to go" along
w/ the others as RN needs new team of unimpeccable
integrity.) .Sidey also said that "drip, drip, drip,"
a national attitude, judicial process or not, is
forming on-who's responsible for Watezrgate and
RN's credibility continues to erode.

2} Agronsky/Lisagor strongly agreed w/ Broder that
news conferences could have avoided coverup, Sidey
said HAK/Shultz and Klein operations all stay in touch
w/ ""real world" and listen to critics while HRH operation
drew WH around it, scorned press and Hill and had no
outside conduits. Kilpatrick regarded as absurd --
“horsefeathers, ! '"hogwash' -~ that news conferences
make any difference and pointed to Lisagor's own
negative view of TV session.

3) Lisagor, ala HKS and Gardner, said "loose dough'
was main reason for Watergate etc. Agronsky said
Vesco aide's request for help when he gave $200, 000
to Stans was the "most utterly contemptuous move'
he'd -seen toward democracy. But when Agronsky

lay into the phony telegrams, Kilpatrick said one
shouldn't get uptite over rallying of public support.
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4) Show closed w/ argument over ''gloating'' at
oy ' RN's predicament. Lisagor, Sidey and Agronsky
| refused to accept HAK's worry of "orgy of
- recriminations’ or Kilpatrick's contention that
Dems were looking forward to '74 and ties of GOP
candidates w/ Watergate. If not true, he's willing
| _ "to swim freestyle in their crocadile tears. "
Kilpatrick got in the last word of show on this point,
but it. was a small victory in comparison to what had
gone before.
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" EVANS-NOVAK REPORT -,

WHAT'S HAPPENING . . . WHO'S AHEAD .. . IN POLITICS TODAY

1750 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. @ Room 1312 e Washington, D.C. 20006 e 202—298—7850

April 25, 1973 - No. 162
TO: Our Subscribers .
SPECTAL WATERGATE REPORT
FROM: Evans-Novak

The Watergate Affair has now become this country's worst political
scandal in at least a century. It threatens President Richard M. Nixon
with mounting problems of national ‘leadership, party leadership and per-
sonal political morality that-could-transform his second term into outright
disaster, .

We find a dangerous, demoralizing breakdowm of confidence and forward
motion in the White House itself, spreading to all corners of the federal
establishment, with no clear view yet of what the President plans to do about
it all. The central question: Can he govern and make the country and his
Administration respond to him?

Mr., Nixon is receiving seriously conflicting advice. He seems to be
trending back to his oldest political friends, such as Sec. of State William
Rogers and ex-HEW Sec., Robert Finch, his faithful long-time secretary Rose-
mary Wood, and Herbert Klein. He also seems to be desperately trying to
convince himself that he can at least retain H. R. (Bob) Haldeman in his
present White House job.

RN
We _know not a single serious Republican politician who isn't convinced
that Richard M. Nixon himself knew all about Watergate, both before and after,
and either cleared or initiated the cover-up plan after the June 17th arrests.
No Republicans are saying this publiely (although Mass. Sen. Edward Brooke came
close to it on naticnal tv last Sunday), but the conviction is there and it is
one reason why so few Republicans have said anything to ameliorate the Pres-

ident's hapless situation today., X — . .

We find virtually no pity, no teal .sympathy for Mr. Nixon among his own
party officials or office-holders but, to the contrary, a mood of hardness
towards him and contempt for his White House staff. This is mot the stuff out
of which accomodations are made. Therefore, we see a hardening and continua-
tion of the estrangement between the President and his party, but with the
latter now having more leverage than at any time in the recent past.

The President was shattered by the many disclosures to the Federal Grand
Jury following conspirator James McCord's song, and he reacted characteristic-
ally: long periods alone, or with such old intimates as Rogers (down the
Potomac on the Sequoia) and Finch (two hours alone at San Clemente two weeks
ago). But Mr. Nixon very definitely does not want to change his staff, does
not want to fire Haldeman, Counsel John Dean or anyone else. So, as we go to
press, he's hunkering down and walting to see what new and awful lies ashead.
So is every other Republican.

Copyright ©1973 by the Evans-Novak Political Report COmpanDyhOtOCOpy - Presewatlon

Issued every other week at $60 per year.




WATERGAIE AND THE REPUBLICANS

Here are a few of the immediate ramifications and unanswered questions in
the most electrifying political scandal: of modern times:

1) As the outpouring of detalled new scandals continues, some key GOP
politicians, here and around the country, are talking of impeachment pro-
ceedings against the President by the Demccrats. "We strongly doubt anything
so draconian is in sight ~ particularly with the accession of Vice-President
Spiro Agnew as the prospect — but the mere fact that Republicans are talking
in this manner illustrates the depths of feeling.

.2) Will Mr. Nixon be able to retrieve the minimum’ respect and confidence
to continue governing? His party is sickened by what they- have been reading
and is making little effort to defend their leader. A major White House
campaign - if the White House.can even be talked of, at this writing, as a
single entity - has been underway, with total lack of success, to stimulate
pro-Nixon defenders around the country. There Just aren't any yet. Only if
and when the Democrats revert to' overkill will Mr. Nixon's erstwhile allies
come out of the woodwork.

3) The White House has turned into a ghost house these past few days.
Top-level politicians always able to penetrate by phone to Haldeman and John
Erlichman now can't get through to anyoné, and are told that their calls won't
be returned.

4) Mr. Nixon cannot make up his mind whether to deliver a Presidential
Checkers- typedspeech now, or wait till he has a better reading on how much
more squealing his staff will engage in. When he does make his speech, how
far should he go in telling the whole truth and in reveéaling his own role?

5) Apart from Watergate and several lurking campaign finance scandals,
the White House is very worried about the Robert L. Vesco grand jury proceed-
ings in New York. With at least .one Nixon brother involved, vast amounts of
cash contributions, ostensibly for the 1972 campaign, surreptitiously moved
ihto the White House at' a time when Vegéo's I0S Ltd. was under SEC investiga-
tion.

" 6) Republican leaders around the country want ex-Defense Sec. Melvin
Laird - or some top-level Republican with similar credentials as a party
regular not too closely identified in the past with RMN - to take over the
operations of the White House for at least a tranSLtional‘period But these
Republicans, we are informed, can't get through to the President at all, don't
know if their advice is beirig listened to, feel totally out of the lonely,
steadily shrlnking world of Richard M. Nixon.

7) The “Scidndals have stopped -dead in- ‘its tracks the tenuous, slow but
highly visible movément of Southern Democrats 'into the Republican Party.
Virginia's ex-Gov. Mills Godwin now won't turn Republican, as originally
planned (but will, of course, accept the GOP nomination in his race for another
term in the Statehouse). Some Deeép-South Democratic congressmen, also under
ardent Republican courtship for months, won't budge now. If ex-Treasury Sec.
John Connally also stays outy; as we think he will, Watergate will emerge with
a major immediate political impact: a finger 4in’ the dike, at the very least,
of Southern DemocFatid’ defections.

WATERGATE AND RICHARD M. NIXON

The enormity of what has happened in the brief month since McCord dropped
his bombshell and started to squeal dwarfs any previous Presidential slide in
modern history. Here are the major new situations now confronting Mr. Nixon
with these unpredictable elements:
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1) A fundamental cliange not only in the personnel of his White House
staff but also in their mode of ‘operation. Although we are cautioned by one

White House aide not to jump to the conclusion that Bob Haldeman is through,
we think the odds favor preclsely that result by an overvhelming margin.
With notably few friends anywhere in the government or the Republican party,
Haldeman's scalp is being demanded at the very least as a token of the Pres-
ident's seriousness in cleaning house. Also due for dumping: John Dean. We
think John Erlichman will weather the ‘storm, but not unscarred. Possibly
Press Secretary Ron Ziegler and other lesser lights will also go in an attempt
to make a clean—sweep drama more credible.

2) The aura of success and invincibility that permitted RMN and thé
hated White House staff to.lord it over the Republican party, Congress, the
press, etc, is gone forever. If he can recover his own prestige, restore
his leadership and weather the crisis of confidence, Mr. Nixon will have to
lead a far more exposed political life, with the White House doors more open,
with more Iindependence granted to the GOP Senate and House campaign staffs _
and the Republican National Committee. For the GOP, this will be a sweet
change, Watergate has already proved one political fact.about Nixon about
which we have often remarked in this Report: his remoteness and aloofness -
the very attributes that probably aided in the Watergate trap being set by
his own intimate aides without even being aware of the implications.

3) One major asset for RMN to come out of this disaster may be the
recognition at last that the entire U.S. government cannot be run by the
President and a few top aides insulated in the White House, with Cabinet

and bureaucracy tossed to one side as White House tools, Congress overwhelmed
by the Executive and the -Republican party treated as a second-class servant.
This Administration has been more of a one-man show than any other in history,
with a couple of White House aides alone speaking with the full authority of
the President.

4) A crashing discord that now makes suspect several major objectives of
the Nixon Presidency, specifically law and order, the restoration of the
integrity of the Presidency taken to such depths by Lyndon Johnson (said
Nixen in the 1968 cawpaign), and the return of morality to national life.

If, as appears probable as we go to press, ex-Attorney General John Mitchell,
and "the President's lawyer", John Dean, are indicted by the grand jury,

we find 1t hard to see any new situation that could permit Mr. Nixon to rise
above such squalor and re-establish law and order as a fundamental object

of his Presidency. On the contrary, the law and order jokes now going around
this capital are themselves ruinous to the President. S ’ ’

5) The decline of his prestige at home will have a potentially huge
impact on his prestige - and ability to operate - abroad, although no one can

predict today just how much the U.S. may suffer. We feel that the U.S.S.R. is
so tied in to the new Breshnev policy of detente, with all of its ramifications
of trade, industrial build-up etc., that Mr. Nixon may get off clean. The
larger danger areas, we feel, are in Europe and Japan, where his unbroken
string of successes in ending the Vietnam War, getting re-elécted overwhelming-

ly, etc. had given him powerful leverage, despite his lack of personal popularity.

All that is gone now, and the West European and Japanese governments will
quickly take advantage of it. Another danger spot: Indo-china, although to
what greater degree than already is, again, problematical at this early date.
6} California Gov: Ronald Reagan is the immediate - and possibly very
large - political winner in the wake of Watergate. His new assets: Mr. Clean
(now a vital sine qua non for any future Republican Presidential nominee); the
farthest from the scene of the crime; always known by party regulars as
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deeply skeptical of RMN.

Vice-President Agnew has already flashed important signals of how he
really feels about Watergate and the White House staff's guilt, but he's
vulnerable with this insoluble problem: How can he find a position that does
justice both to his public demands that he show his fury at Watergate without
jeopardizing his relations with Mr. Nixon? One possible course: Agnew attacks
the White House staff, which he has always loathed and which has used him
mercilessly in the past four years, but make a clear differentitation between
staff and the President. That could be dangerous to him also, but he has to
make a large distance between himself and Watergate to have any chance in 1576,
He is, after all, a member of the Administration.

New York Gov. Nelson Rockefeller is a slight loser, because he is far more
identified with Nixon than is Reagan. But the big loser is wheeler-dealer
John Connally, Mr. Inside to Reagan's Mr. Outside. We think Connally has not
only lost his chance to move into the Republican party, as RMN so ardently
wanted, and capture the psychological lead for 1976, but his repeated pro-
crastinations have now alienated the GOP regulars who wanted him two weeks
ago when the going started to get rough.

WATERGATE AND POLITICS

We doubt some of the more extreme predictions we are now hearing in the
full bloom of Watergate about total disillusion setting in across the country
over basic political institutions. Our own talks with politicians and voters,
including a sampling of voter sentiment with Oliver Quayle in a Republican
portion of New York City's Queens, who a deep skepticism and cynicism which
Watergate will deepen, but it is not a cause for extremist alarm. The real
political impact, we feel, comes down to the following:

1) Far more public - and hence, Congressional - demands for tighter
laws and controls on political spending. The Republican Committee-to-Re-
Elect-the-President was a pit—-deep in millions of unreported contributions
that not -only fed the most stupid plans of the most idiotic aides, but even
then could not actually be spent, there was so much of it. Even GOP pros
tell us the money revolted them and by 1tse1f bred much of the excesses that
led to Watergate. "We had so much money", one top aide said, "that all the
worst ideas were fundable."

When the grand juries and courts get through with the 1972 GOP financial
illegalities, a whole new set of principles may be laid down for future laws.
Watergate-has galvanized what will probably turn out to be the most extensive
probing of often routinely illegal campaign collection and spending in history.
Watergate, in short, is going to be the carrier of an unprecedented airing of
time-honored campaign spending atrocities .certain to whip up more public
rebukes than ever before.

2) Color the 1973 and 1974 elections gray. Obviously, the Republicans
can't help themselves., but in elections without RMN on the ballot - which is
to say all elections - we think it 1s too early to predict dire GOP defeats.
Instead, we see: Much tougher going for GOP fund-raising; no pleas, as in
1969 and 1970, for Nixon to come in and help; far more independence by
Republican candidates from White House influence. To be attacked by the White
House could be the mark of distinction for GOP candidates this fall, a turn-
around that will be highly pleasing to most candidates.

3) A solid, clean issue for the Democrats ~ corruption in government -
that will last into the 1976 Presidential election. This plus the inflation-
recession that now seems a likely mix for the next two years, gives the div-
ided, defeated Democrats the best outlook they've had for many years.
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But again, we caution: None of the soon-to-be-indicted present and ex-Admin-
istration figures will be running for office, nor will Mr. Nixon, Hence, the
corruption issue is no sure-fire election ticket, just as the Teapot Dome
scandal did not come close to producing a Democratic victory in the 1920's.

WATERGATE AND THE DEMOCRATS

Democratic National Committee Chairman Robert Strauss may buy national
tv time on what must be expected of the Democratic party in the current po-
litical crisis: support the Iinstitutions of government and insist on full
disclosure by the Courts and Congress of every piece of Republican chicanery.

Strauss, encouraged to take an initiative in setting forth party guide-
lines at this time, worries that the Democrats will spoil the obvious polit-
ical gains now being garnered by RMN's acute embarrassment. How? By trying
overkill, by posturing impeachment, and by too much public gloating and hand-—
rubbing. Instead, Strauss's message, now being delivered loud and clear to.
party leaders, 1s simple: 1look serious, treat the cirsis for what it really
is - a crisis of confidence in elected leadership - and demand total disclosure
as a base for new campaign spending laws with real teeth.

Strauss also sees great potential in the Democrats' publicizing all over
again the fact that RMN and the Republicans have deliberately down-played and
virtually concealed the dollar check-off device for political party contribu-
tions on income tax returns. Strauss feels he can use the present White House
crisis as a knob to turn the whole Republican party onto the idea, and we agree
it makes excellent sense.

THE ECONOMY

The President has finally - and for the forseeable future - said a hard,
flat and (we think) politically disastrous "No" to those politicians begging
for a return to Phase II, a freeze or something in between. Last week, Trea-
sury Sec. George Shultz started to bend a bit, under the pressure from the
White House which, in turn, was under pressure from outside economists. The
deal was to tighten up, but so marginally and so much for cosmetic purposes
(rather than anti-inflation reasons) that it might have been counter—-productive.
It was cancelled. As of today, we see no new anti-inflation actions om the
horizon, which means:

1) The political reactions to rising prices will continue and worsen.

2) The labor contract negotiations will be far tougher - witness the -
Teamsters' demand for an 11% increase - than anyone in the Adminlstratiou
thought when Phase III was announced on January 1lth.

3) AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany--furious over record.profit marging—-may
break with Mr. Nixon and walk off the Cost-of-Living-Labor-Management Advisory
Committee,

DEMOCRATS

1976 Presidential Sweepstakes: Sen. Edward M. Kennedy is lying low, as
we have been reporting for months, but now Sen. Henry Jackson has staked out
an advance position that is surprising many Democratic politicians by its
depth, width, and scope. To wit:

1) It isn't generally understood that at Chicago Mayor Richard Daley’'s
big political dinner this past winter Daley all but endorsed Jackson for the
nomination. .Daley has been very low on Teddy Kennedy for some time now, but
his virtual endorsement of Jackson went far further than anyone thought
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he would go.

"~ 2) Jackson has staked out the leading role on the Soviet Jewish emigration
issue, which cuts to the heart of the American Jewish community, one of the
most powerful of all elements in the Democratic party. Over RMN's wrath,
Jackson has already forced the Soviets to suspend their emigration education
tax, and still has 75 or more Senators with him on his amendment tying free
Jewish emigration to most-favored-nation status for Russia. This puarantees
that Jewish pocketbooks will open wide for Jackson in '76.

3) Jackson also has a leading role in the developing environmental-in-
dustry-energy civil war now breaking out. He's taking a hard line on total
U.5." research effort to develop new oil-from-coal and shale techniques, put-
ting him-far ahead of the President's own rather spongy and mild energy
message to Congress. Jackson's pro-development stance, though somewhat de-
natured with his traditional interest in ecology and environmental protection,

. gives him a leg up with business and industry, where he stands high already.

4) As the Democrats' Mr. Defense, Jackson will be the chief defender on
the Senate floor in the forthcoming anti-Nixon defense budget battle. Defense
is always a good safe issue-harbor for any Presidential aspirant, and Jackson
has got' it staked out all for himself, A TR

Congressional Leadership: Carrying on our running commentary on the
dramati¢ excesses of the Democratic leadership's stupidity in Congress, we
can report that rank-and-file Democrats went home for the Easter recess furious
with House Speaker Carl Albert. Albert .allowed the Democrats to get beaten
on a procedural voteé last week involving the Jobs bill without ever taking
a head count. Worse to some mid-level party leaders in the House, he stacked
the House conferees on the economic controls extension bill with militants who
wanted to roll back prices to January, an impossible and unworkable solution
to inflation.

Although both Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield, a target of serious
party unhappiness, and Albert are obviously safe for this Congress through
1974, the rebellion in the ranks is swelllng and could explode in 1975.

STAIELINES

New York: Although Rep Mario Biaggl (D) hadn't delivered his self-defense

“tv speech as we went to press, we feel that -the events of the past three weeks

already have badly undercut his position as a leading New York City Mayoral
contender, particularly with the Conservative party. Even before the fracas
over what he did or did not tell a grand jury, biaggi was running behind
City Controller Abe Beame in the Democratic primary, and we are more conv1nced
than ever that Beame will take it all later this spring. i

‘Pennsylvania: The Nixon decline coupled with natural antipathy among GOP
leaders for runmning Democratic Philadelphia Mayor Frank Rizzo has all but ruled
him out for the GOP ‘Gubernatorial nomination against incumbent Gov. Milton
Shapp (D). Philadelphia District Attorney Arlen Spector now the likely GOP
nominee.

Kottt S
Rute D. Yt
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George Bush, Chalrman February 14, 1973

Dear

This will acknowledge your letter to Mr. Maurice Stans, former
Chairman of the Republican National Finance Committe, expressing
your views on the "Watergate'' affair,

I have been involved in phlitics many years in many capacities and
I can assure you that incidents of this kind truly are isolated.

I have always looked on politics as a noble profession and I continue
to look on it that way. Polities is, after all, basic to our free sys-
tem of government., My experience at the United Nations, where I
worked with representatives of 131 different governmental systems,
reinforced my belief that ours is the best by far. Any action ~
isolated as it may be —~ by any group or individual that casts a grubby,
dirty connotation on polities is bad - not only for those involved but
for the whole business of politics. It cannot be tolerated,

In this business, like all others, there are a few who believe the laws
of the land and of good taste do not apply to them - but they are very,
very few and they are in no way typical of the many honorasble men

and women of both parties who have chosen politics as their means

of service to their country and her people.

We must not become so cynical ourselves that we fall prey to those
cynics who point to this incident as representative of all political
activity., That simply isn't truve. The problem is that too many
people have adopted the attitude that polities is dirty. Our job -
and mine particularly as Republican National Chairman - is not to
change politics but to correct that attitude about it,

Yours very truly,

George Bush
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