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March 27, 1968
The Honerable George Bush

House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. ‘

Dear Geoxge:

Scmer time' has passed.since. I called you. to ask you of your .thoughts
about the United States and the Vietnam war. -8ince our conversation,
I have tried to understand how cur philosophies differed and why?
Perhaps now I've decided to put the "why™ Zirst and the “how" later.

Two: reasons seem to: be falrly clear to.me now,. here in- far away: .
Cazmel, where I have a little more: time. to: think. -The.first- reason:
is: that I actually have'a very basic philosophy or set of standsrds
which: I know is the essence: of America, or if you prefer, the - -
reason; it- is. Let me explain; I’ believe Awerica bBecame what: it
is-because .of the:peoples: faith in Amevica. . In: other’words, the ° -
"idea™ or ideal: of America is'what makes Americans, and,gives thei:’
their will to create. andi work, gives them their pride, tleir- -
Americanism. If this idea, this faith of the: people: is destroyed,, '
if- they- can no: longer believe,, thén America will merely cease: to:
exist. Whatever America. does:to kill the: trust. and Hope- of. the = .
pecple: will in: its total perpetuation bring on tlie. death of the.
great nation. The: great idea, the:beautiful faith called "Ameirica™
will be: gone! : Do

Because this is the basis of my philosopliy, it is quite simple for
me to make-my cholce about the Vietnam: War.. I.need no: other proofs;..
I am not- impressed. with statistics;. I am not frightened by Admirals,
Generals, Nuclear. Physicists, or beguiled.by ambitious: politicians®
The: faith,, the - "American” faith, of American: people. is mostr - |

‘obviously: being:completely destroyed by the Vietnamese:War,. the:

faith ir themselves, thus their government, their Ametica., I
need nothing else, for this: reason alone. we: must cease: this £ilthy,
battle! E -

Do you. know, George, that as armember of our' governing: body, the

youth of our nation don't trust yow, don't:Belteve. in you, and perhipps.
aven worse, don't even. give a: damn- about: you!l: Do: you.know: of’ any -
nation that can: be strong: witlout: the support of its children?

How long’ do you: think a: nation: can: survive: without. trust and
inspiration: of its youth? :

This: is no longer a nation. of isolated; frontierszmen and farmers..
(Though I sometimes: can*t help- thinking: that: all. the country: boys
are: now. in Washington.). We've educated' everybody,. even: our youth..
We're: no: Llongexr: foolediby the: bigi city: boys; were: not,even. impresged:
with- Presidents: ox’ Senators. Even:though: meny of us:can't explain-~
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'the,grab bag nations.
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why, we'ye lLearned just enough to mistrust, and we Just won't
buy.* But perhaps Ikve drif tea,too far afield I thlnk‘not.%‘ -

cltizen, ‘am. noﬁgscared. I am noﬁ scargd:of Communismrand there—“

foxe am. not oh: the" defensiV‘ about it.’ I.do not’ Like {it; want it

for myself or believe “in iy But I alsd 'do hot belfeve in.: forc1ngi
Amerilcanisn or even: Democracy ‘on. other nations or peoples. Ine - v

fact: 1£ you believe in: the'eggence’ of:- Americanism, how»in the: - :
world can: you: justify: crusading, forcing‘our way: on:- the ‘Vietnamesé - '
people?- Who the hell is morally right, the: CQmmunxstsxfoz'killingr- :
one, 500,000 or 1,000,000 non-communistic’catholic Viets.or the.
Americans who kill one, 500, 000 or: a 1,000,000 undemocratic,
"unpacified" Vietnamese. Do you, ‘see-any similarity between the !
Hitler-Stalin endectrination camps and the U.S. Pacification
villages? ' Don't you believe that Democracy must be, ‘wanted- and
clierished by a peoples own free will, it is not boughtbe force,
or as you call it, pacification, or dollarst -- :

But. agalin; why am I not scardéd of chmunism despite*the warningse,~
of our expert military minds: in Washington or in cammand? - FOE '
the very reason: that these "experts", 'with: all the. énormous: fire: = -
power-that America can throw; are: unable. to: win. the. ar:in: Vietnams,
Even. my' poox, untrained,military mind. can: realon,tha the' same’ "~
would: hold true: in.tha U.8.. 1nﬂthe event'of chmuni invasion.

“destroyed
the suicidal dntrges, men, wemen, childrenf—the,duo to:door fight
ings ther "indian raids™ an.the Comnies who: occnpieq our- hemeélands |
for 500 years to come, until we. finally*won=or -the: last'Amarican
was: killed. We would fight just as: thes Vietnamese whn 3

we have invadedt

You boys in D.C. say "where: them will we draw the. line'? I_sag *S_
we don't have to, the Xineés are already very clearly*d:awn. There: = Eﬁ
are the Free World nations: and the Communist. nations’ (these’ latter ‘g
are somewhat fuzzy, just: like some: of! our Freernations)y :Ands .
thew there. are the: “underdeveroped" nations or’ shall. weicall them -

What is so difficult about: i¢? If the Pree' World natio
attacked. wa f£fight fox' our- Yives: and' country. Howeve £
undexdeveloped countries are attacXed, are we then: t' uddentgr
stop being Americans? We: will "lose® some‘then but: by no:means:
all. And if we have faith: in our system;. and;stand‘as,examples,
cur “Family-of-Freedom" will grow.. Instead: of’ dissipating-cur:

blcod, wealth and vitality on false fdeals: in: unfriendly: lands,.

we could, with the same effort;. continue: to: grow- to: untimited:

heights and dazzling staturs' at home.. oux: yauth.wculd toir‘and
build with joy for what their: fathera promised: them: was; Americal
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Isn't it funny how our newspapers and State Department have -
always made fun of the strange oriental custom of going to |
any extreme to "mave face" - even BHari Kiri. And now the greéat
United States is, acecording to the men in Washington, in danger
of losing its "Face-of-World-Prestige", 1f we were to admit our
"error" and pull out of Vietnam. Would it not be more accurate
to say that the politico's and militarist who rushed us inte the
conflict are the ones to lose face! However, unlike our strange
oriental cousins, these political face savers haven't the guts to
s8lit their own disgraced bellies, but are quite willing to
sacrifice the lives of our sons on the alter of thelr egos and
dungheap, paper morality.

The last words you said to me, George, were ''well, Dick, as
Dean Rusk said, one can't question the morality of ocur fight
in Vietnam?

The hell I can’t, George! I question the morality of this war
for all the reasons I've just discussed, and Because it makes me
ashamed as an American; because of the Military whic are hawks
because they have tripled their grade and rank; because of the
businessmen who are hawks from the reaping of enormous war
industry profits; because of the hawk lcbbyists that industry
pays; because of the production workers who are hawks for fear
of dosing thelr good defense~contract Jobs; because of the
politicians who are hawks for fear of facing adjustment to a
peacetime economy; and of the U.S. citizens who are hawks .
because they have the hearts of sparrows. You call them "Hawks"
I call them "Camp Followers"!

I question the morality of a "Demecratic® governnment that
perpetuates war without the majority consent of the Bpeople.
Without any question this war is the sole responsibility and
choice of the U.S. Government; our House, Senate, Supreme Court,
President and his Cabinet.

AIBIqQIT [eliuapisal tshg a8100p) tioy Adosojoyg

Finally, George, if these, our Statesmen, acted to only put us
in this war with the very best of intentiens, then, Lord help us,
I question the morality of ignorance!

There is nothing in the conclusion I have drawn above that makes
it necessary for me to use any speclalized knowledge I may have
acquired during my 18 meonths tour of duty with the State Department

behind the lines in Vietnam. The cholce is simple, dépending on
what kind of America you believe in.

I believe I know you well enough, George, and therefore some of
your ideals. I thus understand Sadly that there are only a few
like you in Washington, whose only "special interest™ is the
welfare of the American people. We lock to you, Georye, and youx
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sparse militia of Statesmen as our only hope. We the people
don't want you to be like us, we want you to be human yet
Godlike. We have chosen you our Congressional representatives
to do what wé cannot do ourselves. We will continue to ask
the impossible and give little thanks and many rebukes. We
will not tolerate naivete or super scophistication. We the
selfish ask that you be selfless.

AS ever,

Richard G. Mack
President

RGM:mg
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) May 21, 1l9e8
The Honcrable George Bush

House of Representatives

Washingten, D.C.

Dear - Poppy:.

A belated but very warm thanks for the time taken by yourselsf
in answering my long and involvec letter to you. You mention
that you misplaced the letter, so I am sending you another
copy. Aactually you have a darn good memory and were able to,
in your response to me, cover most of the points. Naturally
there are still a number of things to discuss, but one of the
main things that came out of your letter, which I had guessed
but now have written proof, is that you are even more idealistic
than me, and this despite being a Texas oilman. You meem to
be most disturbed by the Vietcong, or perhaps before tijat. the
Japanese, or actually maybe in general "The enemy"” because they
don't fight a war accozrding to your rules, that is, the fair
aAmerican way.

I guess war is the only thing that I am not idealistic about, I
can't see anything ideal or fair in war, it is all dirty. War
should be fought to win anyway one can win, if they must be
fought at all., I feel at times that they-must. Whether you
kill one person at a timeé with bullets, or kill the same

number all at once with bembs, what difference doea it make?

Or one might look at it as whether it is fair to kill soldiezrs
or civilians. What I have seen of wars, and read of them
throughout history, is that everybody gets killed if they happen
tec get in the way. Except of course, in the days of King Arthur,
and right now those days look pretty good o me. But then
again we are talking about war, not war games.

But George, what you said in your last closing lines actually

hit a sofift spet. I think you are absolutely right, the- people
who feel strongly about their country should make,an:effort to
Jump in the swim and do scmething about it. I£ you will give

me your support and advice, I would like to try, seriously.

Az ever,

Richard G. Mack

RGM:mg
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

~
GEORGE BusH
TeEXAS-7TH DISTRICT

Easter Suhday FF

! Dear Dick, - i
_ I am wr:..t:.ng this at home- self typed 1'11 |
have you know- and at a great blg loss because I regret to say I
have lost your magnlflcent letter, and thus cannot give you the
detailed reply that a concerned letter 11kecthat deserves . I put the !
‘ letter in my br:.ef case to answer on the plane, but it has been ‘
lost - probably amongst tho llterally hundreds of letters i haVeH
gotten on the C:.v:.lr. R:Lghts B:.JJ. I voted for the bill a.nd the
roof :|.s fall:.ng in- boy does the hatred su.rfa.ce. T khve had more
mail on thls subaect than on Vlet Nam and Taxes and sex all putl
together. Most oi‘ the ma:l h'as been hlghly cr:.'bica.l of my- vo‘be-
emotional and mean- but a 11t.tle ha& been reassurlng. esee Anyway
your letter on Wer and Peace 1s burled womewhere and thls makes ;

me sad for I wanted to send you a respecta.ble repl‘_;t.
i o Let me make a few points.. I think youre
wrong on the 1mmora11ty aspect of it all. I Just don’t buy that

this is an immoral war on cur part. I fo you want to argue that ?:— ,

all war is 1mmoral-f1ne. but ‘this selectivity and this blind :

willingness to emphas:.ze the weaknesses of the South Viet \Iam

f governemt WhJ.lB tota.lly Zwerlooking tha I,error of the VC and'

the past slaughters by Ho and the boys I can't buy e
I think it is becoming, clearer and clearer

that the Tet offensive wasn't a big defeat for us. It was in Yale

L N




Chapel and it was on the campus and it was in
Gailbraith's mind when at the outbreak he picked up the line of the
NVN people and said the governemnet in the south w111 fall and the
Arvin forces will defect..... Sut time is a. great leveller and
now the cool and objective light reveals that this weak (and
I would readily admit in the past too eoriupf éovernment'sfructure)

government did not erater.., The Arvi force did not turn and’ run,

the pacification program thoggh serlously dlsrupted is now 90%

back on stream... and out of the ndefoat! domes some other p01nts
The VC 1nfrastructure suffaced- really surfaced not in. toto but
in large numbers- for the flrst time... thus g1v1ng the governemnt
a chance to finger them. The enemy killed’ was tremendous.. Khe-
San was not overrun, mucH ‘to’ the apparent dlsapp01ntment'of'some
of our people in thie- country who were palngint it as another
Dien Bien Phu..... You well remember these predictlons Elck....So wha
I am saying in summary is that: though I agree Tét was. a psycologlcal
vi tory of "sorts at the time for the Communlsts, it has not
proved to be a victory at all- rather a de feat. "

" If I fekt we were seeking permanent gppund.
in this country I might buy the irmorality theory- but T don't feel
that. From a military standpoint I think we are fighting the
wrong gar.., I think in retrospeet that we should have learned

from the history books; ¥ut this is notv comment on the: war's
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~ morality or lack thereof..... o
I think #he peace talks. might well lead. to_peace=. these
efforts are deep and there is private evidence that Ho wants to stop the

T Ievel of ; fighting_:- 50 Let 1S hope the problem is further on its way to solution
thah when your retter was written. I am convinced that the military pressure.
has compelled Ho to take a lokk at least at peace talks-- it wasn't the. fact

“=~tHat the country is divided T It wasn't the fact that their-were voices here : R

s St S

for unilaterally turning this country over to the Nerth V eitnamese- raher. it was ;
the fruel and hard fact that Ho was getting hurt. b
T-nmy speeched—T—have-been—e-phasizing—the-reunificationmof——- ~"-—-’

all Viet Nam.. This eas in the geneva Accords, it is one of our points- one of f

| 14 T believe, and it is a supposed goal tgigiay of the North Vietnamese.., I urge

——free—and-supervised-elections—in-both-—Norht-and--South,—but-David-Scheentrun—(?)
says this is unreasonable- why says he should Ho submit to free supervised
elections--- T reply Why Not.

I-am-hopeful-that—thé-Gendva—Accords-can-provide:a bsais
of understanding w hich will move the talks along faster than thsy moved :'Ln
Korea. Tge situtation is so taught though that the whole talk thing could

. DlOWsky high- T of course _hope.it.doesnlt

Your letter does not touch on the Geneva Accords of '62

re: Laos... It is this that concerns me, not these talks alonem but the total

defiance of signed accords. The Communists in NVN agreed to remove their

troops from Laos... Yet after the signing there was no move to do this- no

reason givesm,,, Jjusrt plalhg old Tashioned Bad faith bécatiseé this part &f thHe:

agreement didn't suit the plan of the H. V Nam govt... they made no pretence

offered no quid pro quo- simply left the troops there and the great pan for

RS
} .

a coalition governemtn under Souvannal Phoufid went up Ih shiokeT He tsart‘ed of f-

as you no neutral, but neautral in their favor, and now as a result oﬁ the. ° .

overt breaches of the agreement and as a result of continuing agpression on. the
~partof - theCommuiibss—SouvannahrIs—determined—that—they wili-not-prevails
I nsummary all I ask is an objective Look. I can: recognize the-

lack of viabil ty of the governemnt in the south but T _reé'ogni‘ze its: impi:OVeﬁent‘.
BoobyKentiedy; - knowing-damn-well -they star-drafting18year-olds—in-May-—talks—abont——-——
'_mt*.ueir failure to draft 18 year olds.... He doesn't.mention the percentage:of
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their youth in the military, he doesn't talk about the vast lmprovement in the .

Arvin Forces. He =mpramx as mubh as says they are lousy flghter and cowards and | .
—— ej:_ey_erxone,{_tal_ked_tnqover._thexe-_noi:wthemblg—brassmbuththe-llttlecAmerxcan—-H'“'m“““ﬁ:

seargent who is risking gettting his ass shot off side by side with thess toops, b

say they are good Tigh®ers— who have imporved considerably and who will
continie to improve....

=

I think the biased reporting on this work stinks. I wish
you coukd haVe a drink with GB Barry Corthian and get his view on this, He's been t

there - or was there a long time- and__I_lmowwxoul.Lenjomhis..apiniom_omthi=
subjeet which is taboo for any politiciam.

In"HIE Tegard all I call for is balance- Fairnesse but no the:
emphasis is on our round that falls short- or the brutality of the south
Vietnamese- or the wmivilians killed by our napalm., When I went to V. Nma. I
mthoguh'beveryhhamlet”had““bsen"devasta‘ted"by oUT na.pa.l.m—- Héw grossly” 1nf"a1r this:
tutned out to be. I thought the Armin were all. corrupt and cowards- how: grossly
} unfair this was , When I came home I read about the shelling of Bana:ng- i‘ront“ page‘
e - Dig-deal-—and-yet-I was-there- ~that-night=-slept-thru-the- whole—thing= the almleJ.ct“
i was shut down on one runway maybe for an hour- noone was. killee = and. yet reading
the paper I thought I might have been in the Bataan siege for heaven sakes.
-mAAnd_theanetw—I—rreadmabeut—Danang—aggmw'bhough-b—rb—andths—enmonmere
under complete harrassment. Th:Ls interested me cause I had been to the hamlets
AROUND Danang and had seen our pacificiation. efforts there. I felt from- read:l.ng 1:
the. oress._-this is a.'l.l.»shotrnwBut-now—«thew—smokeahas~se4;tled—and-—I—havu ?
had altter from two men there and a phone call from another- a USaid guy- no big :
brass trying to snow the Congressman Richard, and he tells. me- they. had. one . | )
____pfaE%EK of_North Vietnamese.. -surface at.Danang--they-were-promplity-done—ins—The
pacification affort w as disrupted but in three weeks. the: people were out in the
hamlets and” things were going welli- an lastly the resolve of the pecople: had: been
strengthened bscause they gaw_first hand: the: VC_in aperation:

And so when we want. the war over,we: can: want. it over for

i
|
'

|

]

T different reasens, Wé can want Tt over beeauze:w e don't want to. fight ourselves-
! sor because we think it is immoral (these. can_or con't be:the same}, or because we
think it is diverting funds fiom other purpeses, or because this country should#'t - -
mvolve“ourselves In~this~typer 6f nassive effovt in & COURtYry not Siiited to r951stmg; ‘

guerilla and}teror tactics, ThHe thing tjat amazes me often is the arrogance N i -

*
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and the total lack of compassion on the part of some doves— who suggest
that those who don't want to turn tall and guit really don't itk want the war
to end..... Hey hey LBJ how many kids -fid you kill today.... how brutal can

suggestion that the President really doesn't care about human lives. Look,
"I don't go TBJ, I vote againSt him all thevtime,but I'm not going to take
that mean step which strips the man of any feeling and assigns to him
unthinkable motives-~ and all the time these smmrt critics are immune to
the repeated zbuses, the shree terror andtprture of the VC. Goog god Dick
there must be some fair play somewhere imm in all this, o
Lastly you get all over the Congress- 21l I can tell you,and
" yourcan believe it or not, is that there is deep concern. Not many congresmen™
__want to haul ass- to quit- some few did but very few.. but I don't know any
who want to see these peace talks fail and I know a hell of a lot who
—- —feel-that -only by keeping- the pressure up as long as we have could we get-any-
kind of reasonable chance for tlaks- most felt and I think rightly so, that to
N pull back o:; retreat_woulc'i -only further i strengthen the resoclve of Hana:j -
The-protests at home ( and I'm not saying here they schuldn't be) have
definitely strang'thened Hanoci's will, but the pressure remained on and it hurt
and now maybe that Wlll try for a peace- not that they'll go away for 'they
-— - may-try to gain at the table which they couldn't gain in the field, but at
least we can stop the slaughter and the spending! and hoepfully wetll
" learn from the past.
L have concluded there is no easy answer. and that is. .
where we differ- you think there is,. I am not a'Commnism is monolithie!
" man; but nor am I one who feel the Commmnists have renounced their clearly
stated goals for world revolution or world takeover. I am hopeful over the
split between Russia and China and I'd like to see it widen;but I am not
about to believe that either suddenly thinks we're OK and that they__'wi_'ll .
give up their own ‘struggles for world demination., There is no evidence to
support this.... The next struggle will be in the ¥iddle East....Let us then
hear from thiose on tlie campuses who say war is immoral or perhaps their -~ —
; selectivity will apply--- time will tell.
I've gone on tooc long... I have no carbon so I have not bored

Heavey with all this- As I closecl know Yam leving unanswersed many of the-
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excellent points you raised in your letter, and this depresses me,
Let me give you a word of unsolicited advice- if you think the

Congress is-so -serewed up--why-don't You get in thers 4Hd dS Some g

about it~ run I mean- I111 send the £ irst campaign contribution and I'il

‘come out to :Ty;ohﬁr d:.stric‘t— atnd wage an aggressive campaign against you, wh
.Should glm-antee -your -election; -Tam-seriows;- “thoug j=~

water's great,.,

ich
get involved, ., The~ N
Iour fa:.thi‘ul Rex is grateful for the time you tobk

to send along that thought provok:.ng let‘ter. oo

e .My .coneluding. ~-statement---inspite-of-the riots' and—thg— - T

dlssent and the fiscal problems and the worries- PCGO put it very well

when he said "We are faced by insurmountable oppu:r-tunl-tyun_ ...The
oppurtunity is here that is for sure.........

Best Ever

o e e e
No‘mr I. sollc:r.t your views on the riots,. If you were Pres . what would you
do. & 280 . . 0 -p]-ease Slt dowrl and erte. » ... . GB TTrmmmmmmm T
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