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 RADIO TV REPORTS, INC.

4435 WISCONSIN AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016 244-3540

FOR ‘ PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF
PROGRAM -
60 Minutes STATION  utoP TV
CBS Network
i 'DAT.E
February 15, 1976 7:00 4 . o7 Washington, .D. C. -
SUBJECT An Interview with CIA Director Bush

MIXE WALLACE: At no time in the 29 years of its existence
has the Central Intelligence Agency come under such close public
scrutiny as right now. Dirty tricks, excesses, failures, 1illegali-
ties -- all have been aired before congressional committees and in
the press.

_ Well, President Ford wants to refurbish the image of the
’ CIA, to restore our confidence in it. Former Director William
Colby was sacked. The new man is George Bush.

Mr. Bush has held almost as many public posts as Elliot
Richardson: congressman from Texas, Chairman of the Republican
Natjonal Committee, Ambassador to the U.N., our man in China. He
' was sworn in as Director of the CIA two weeks ago. This past week
in Los Angeles he talked to 60 Minutes. '

=

His first public act as head of the agency was to announce
the CIA would remove from its payroll all jourmnalists working for
U.S. news-gathering organizakions. But he refused to reveal the

. names of reporters who had worked for the CIA, refused to reveal
them eitHer publicly or in confidence to Senator Frank Chuxch's
Select Committee on Intelligence.

Frank Church's committee in the Senate wants the names of
those journalists. You will not give Frank Church's committee..

DIRECTOR GEORGE BUSH: I won't, sir, no. -
WALLACE: You don't trust his committee.

. DIRECTOR BUSH: I trust Mr. Church and I trust his com-—
mittee, but I am dedicated to the protection of sources...
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WALLACE: And?
DIRECTOR BUSH: And I'm not going to do it.

WALLACE: You will not name jourmnalists who in the past
have worked with...

DIRECTOR BUSH: Absolutely not.
WALLACE: Why?

DIRECTOR BUSH: Because some people can come up dead, for

.one reason; and secondly, when you have a contract or you have =z

relationship, I'm not going to get into the business of giving out
names of -- whether they're jourmalists or who ever they are. I'm
simply not going to do that.

Now. ..

WALLACE: Leaks come out of committees.

DIRECTOR BUSH: Yeah.

WALLACE: Leaks don't necessarily come out of senators;.
they come out of staff. -

DIRECTOR BUSH: Okay. ©Go ahead.
WALLACE: You deplore it?

DIRECTOR BUSH: Yes, sir, I do. 1 deplore leaks. They

-come out of CIA sometimes, too, and I deplore them. And my own

view is that we need some kind of legislation, very, very care-—
fully drawn, to have penalties on those who, for their own reasons,

leak classified information. _
WALLACE: Mr. Bush, Otis Pike, chairman of the House

committee looking into CIA activities, a committee that took 10,000

pages of testimony, said that his committee's report reveals, quote,

atrocious, horrendous, disastrous, nauseating operations.

Noﬁ, you say, "Let's not look back; let's look ahead."
DIRECTOR BUSH: They've already looked back.

WALLACE: Well, tell me something -- I'm sure that you've
studied these reports —— what does an intelligence agency of the
United States have to do that kind of thing for?

) DIRECTOR BUSH: I think some of the things that offend
you offend me. I'm not sitting-here saying some things haven't
gone wrong. But the thing that I don't like about the Pike report

l
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is it didn't talk about the successes; and some of that's impossible
to do, because of the very nature, the clandestine nature of some
of our operations.

WALLACE: The day after this interview with George Bush,
I put some of his &ériticisms to Congressman Pike. Said Pike, "I
concede the CIA has successes, but their successes, on balance,
have been pretty puny compared to their failures," he said. And
then Pike c¢ited the failures of the intelligence community, begin-
ning at Pearl Harbor and going all the way to the CIA's failure
to predict the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, failure to pre-
dict the Yom Kippur War, the coup in Cyprus, the coup in Portugal.

Said Pike, "They always tell us, 'Don't look at our fail-
ures,' but what they want to do is . classify their failures, keep
them secret."

The White House wants to suppress that Pike report, says
Otis Pike.

DIRECTOR BUSH: I don't believe that.

WALLACE: Well, he says, "because it would be embarrassing
to us as a nation." And then he went on to say that we as a nation
are strong enough to face the truth. .

DIRECTOR BUSH: Let me speak for the CIA, not the Executive,
and there's a difference here. The CIA doesn't want to suppress this
report. !

WALLACE: You want it out?
DIRECTOR BUSH: The CIA.would be glad to have it out, pro-

tecting classified information; and so would the majority of the
Congress; by 2to1;—2-to—-l—vote saidthe—same—thing—

gress, tha people speaking. v -
Now, the CIA -- if somebody's saying we're trying to cover:
this report up —-- and I'm not suggesting Mr. Pike is; but 1f he

is, he's wrong.

WALLAGCE: Pike's answer? "That is pure, unadulterated
hogwash. The CIA wanted to remove half of our entire report."
And then he went on, "My committee, which voted 2 to 1 to publish
the report, knew what was in it. The full House, which voted 2
to 1 not to publish, did not know what was in the report."

, The committee says, Mr. Bush, that there were so many
games played with secrecy and classification that they couldn't
get the information that they needed.

If they can't get the information they need, how can a

of—the—Coow————5F
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committee oversee the intelligence community?

DIRECTQR BUSH: Well, I don't accept that premise, that

the committee didn't get the information it needs. I'm very sorry.

WALLACE: The chairman of that committee, Otis Pike,

responded this way: "From the day we were created,” he said, Ythe
CIA knew we were operating against a deadline. They always talked
.cooperation; they always acted to deny information to the com-

mittee.

DIRECTOR BUSH: We're living in a tough world. We're not
.li¥ing in one where everybody's operating in- an open society like

we are.:

WALLACE: Perfectly understood, Mr. Bush, but the House
report says the following.

DIRECTOR BUSH: Well -- go ahead, go ahead.
WALLACE: A1l I c¢an do..

DIRECTOR BUSB:‘ Go ahead.

WALLACE: ...1is go to the House report.
DIRECTOR BUSH: Okay.

WALLACE: "Today," says the report, "taxpayers and most
congressmen don't know and can't find out how much the GIA spends
for spy activities. This is in direct conflict with the Consti-
tution, which requires a regular and public accounting .for all
funds spent by the Federal Government. What is clear is that the
Russians" =-- this is. the House report —-."that the Russians pro-

bably have a detfailed account of our intelligenceé spending. In
all likelihood, the only people who care to know and who do not -
know these costs today are the American taxpayers.
N
DIRECTOR BUSH: This is what the House committee report
says. .

WALLAGE: Right.
DIRECTOR BUSH: The House of Representatives said, by

overwhelming majority vote, "We are not going to make the budget
matters publie.” .

Let them determine what the reporting should be om this,
and this agency will faithfully fu1f111 our obligation to do what
the Congress says.

WALLACE: Has the CIA been in any way, directly or in-

[
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"~ diregtly, connected with the hiring of mercenaries to fight in
Angola?

DIRECTOR BUSH: My view is mno.

WALLACE: Your view is no.

DIRECTOR BUSH: Yes.

WALLACE: As far.-as you know.

DIRECTOR BUSH: Uh-huh.

WALLACE: Where is the money coming from for mercemaries?

DIRECTOR BUSH: I'm not sure that I could help you omn thaf.
I don't really know. But we are in compliance with -- with —— I'm

confident that the CIA is in compliance with the will of the Congress

on this.

WALLACE: Mr. Bush, is there no way that CIA money is getting

into Angola, one way or another?

DIRECTOR BUSH: I would say that any involvement or noa-
involvement in Angola has been properly reported to the oversight:
committees, and one should press the Congress for any further infor-
mation on that, which I hope they wouldn't give.

WALLAGE: In other words...

DIRECTOR BUSH: I'm not saying that there is or isn't any
money in it.

WALLACE: Example from the House committee report, so far

suppressed: "CILAK covert operatiomns are irregularly &pproved, slep—
pily implemented, and at times have been forced omn a reluctant CTIA
by the President and his National Security Adviser,” Henry Kiss-
inger. ' - o

" Example: $800,000 to a right-wing Italian general.

-

Example: Intervention in Chile.

DIRECTOR BUSH: ©Let's look to the future. I hope that,.
without passing judgment on those cases, that I can bring some
judgment to this operation that will at least guarantee that before
an operation is entered into, the various people that are involved
in the process will have to sign off on the operation; and if it's
something that's deeply and morally offensive to me, they can get
somebody else to do 1it. :

WALLACE: We can expect in - the fairly mear future announce-
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. . -
ments from the White House concerning reorganizations; restructure,
streamlining of the intelligence community?

DIRECTOR BUSH: There has -- it's widely reported that
the White House is working on these things, and I wounld say it
ought to be very scon. I would say, from my knowledge of what's

going to take place, that there will be very important recom-
mendations on: restructure, and I think there will be safeguards
that certainly the ageney can enthusiastically support, and I know
:will meet with the satisfac -- with the support of the American
people. ) '

1 " Can I tell you a little story?
|
WALLACE: Please.

7 DIRECTOR BUSH: When I -- when I came here, one journalist-
said, "Anybody dumb enough to accept the job is too dumb to do it."
He got a great laugh from people, because it's a kind of a fumny
line; let's face it. But God, I said to myself, "How sad for our

"country, when we're facing some tough, tough oppositicmn in this _
world, to take such a cynical view of intelligence in the 1976 time."
I -- you know, he got his laugh and I got my little hurt inside from
it, but it made me determined that I'm going to approach this job
with pride. And they can have all the jokes they want on television
about the CIA; it's vital to the national security of the United
States. ’

wanted to wedge that in, apropos of no question you've asked. -

WALLACE: How long are you going to stay?

Arexqr [enuapiseld ysng 981030 woy Ldodoloyq |

-DIRECTOR BUSH: .TI serve at the pleasure of the -President.

|

' And. I feel so dedicated and strongly about it that I just
1 WALLACE: I understand that. How long are you...

|

|

|

- DIRECTOR BUSH: I'm going to stay as long as the President:
wants me to stay, Mike. There's no politics in this thing for me.
Good heavens, you'd have to be hallucinating to think there was any
political mileage in this kind of a job.
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February 25, 1976

Dear Harry,
Just ‘a quickie to thank you
for your kind words about the
fi " g0 Minutes show. I'm glad you
| thought it went over well. )
| Sincerely,

\CAWY,

George Bush
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February 17, 1976

Just a quick note to thank youn for
your thoughtful telegram. :

Ny,
RN OIS

PR T

I am very pleased to be in this tough

' Dear Bill,
new job. This place is full of able and

s dedicated people and that is a tremendous
| help. We've got some tough problems ahead, _ .
but I am confident they can be solved . - = =
because I am confident this country needs - =
a strong CIA, . S
Thanks again for your good, wishes. £
Sincerely, %"
8 | E
B George Bush . 5%
Dirsetor e =
1Y ’ | E;:
. My, Willian A, Davis _ . =
890 West 15th Street S Y o
Apartment 22 Lo hoe e

Newport Beach, Califernia 92663
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March 1, 1976

Dear Chr1§,

Just a2 quick note to thank you for your
thoughtful letter. 1 was delighted to hear
from you and I appreclate your kind words.
Sunday we Bushes had a tremendous treat--Lisa

came for Tunch. She 1s one of my very favorite
peopla.

Thanks again for writing,

George Bush

Mrs. Witliam C. Finkenstaedt
32 Hendrie Lane
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Mr. Abe J. PFriedman

* Sgite 700

The Financial Center
Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Dear Abe:

Thanks ever so much for your nice note of
Pebruary 16. It was good of you and Harriet te spend the
time in front of the tube, and then to send me your good

wishes.

Speaking of who locks healthy and trim, that picture
of you looks as if you could smash a few forehands without
too much trouble, and I hope we can do a bit of that when
1 next drop by Des Meines.

The President has placed a very full plate in fromt of
me with this mew job, and I'm gratified to get encouragement

from old friends.
Barbara joins me in sending greetings to both @b you.
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: . “ February 16, 1976 As Advertised in . . .

’ - Newsweek

J)ear George, -

Last evening on TV, the "60 Minutesh

program, Harriet and I watched you

with great admiration and profound
respect. You looked healthy and

¢ trim and you were surely masterful

' in handling all of his prodding and

all of his questioning. Happy Con-
gratulations and all Good Wishes on
your appointment as Director of*The ’
Central Intelligence Agency. I am
positive that you will be an out-
| standing Director.

! Maybe you can visit us in.Des
;J'Moines some week end for a few sets
; OF Tennis and some Midwest relax-
\ i ation. -
o
B
I
I

Qur Kindest Regards to you and ABE J. FRIEDMAN

Barbara, and the Very Best of Good
Luck to you in your High and Im-
portant Office.

L Cordially,
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March 1, 1976 '
v

Dear Edith,

Thanks ever so much for your thoughtful
letter of February 18th. I agree with you
about some aspects of the Pike Committee Report.
This question of leaking documents and "empha-
s{zing the negative," really depresses me.

The new job 1s going okay and I_really
enjoy it.

I sti11 have very clear and happy memories
of your visit to Peking.

Warmest regards,

Sincerely,
George zush

The Honorable Edith Green -
1209 S. W. Sixth Avenue
Portland, Oregon 87205
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES J\)W

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515 E

E.DITH GREEN .&QW

PORTLAND, OREGCN \

February 18, 1976

The Honorable George Bush
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C.

Dear George:

Just a brief note to tell you how magnificent
I thought you were on the Mike Wallace SIXTY :
MINUTES Sunday evening. I particularly liked . %
the way that you responded to some of his in- i
PRI solent questions. I wish more public officials
L would respond in a similar manner. I am all

R for a free press but I am increasingly irritated
R : by the arrogance of some reporters.

The operations of the Otis Pike Committee are
beyond my comprehension. I am keenly aware of
the extreme partisanship of Otis Pike and his dream
that he might be the next Senator from New York.
- - However, some of-their-—actions- in recent -months- - - —----=
have been inexcusable. I, for one, want a strong -
Central Intelligence Agency, but obviously with
tight controls. ’

. . My very best wishes to you.

Sl Sincerely,

3 . EDITH GREEN
. 1209 S. - W. Sixth Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97205




March 1, 1976

Dear Vic,

Thanks for your kind words about the
60 Minutes program. I have been very. tired
lately--there's so darn much to do here, but
everything seems to be moving along well.

1 hope our paths cross before too long.

Yours very truly,

George Bush
Director

Mr. Victor J. Hancock
2009 Nantucket
Richardson, Texas ‘?5080
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Victor J. Hancock
2009 Nantucket
Richardson, Texas 75080

February 20, 1976

Mr. George Bush, Director -
Central Intelligence Agency )
Washington, D. C. 20505 ad
Dear George: -

I am sitting here in the Dubkock office of HUD — serving as the Acting A
Director —— watching the West Texas dust blow in all its fury. It's been
a busy day, the office is now closed, and I got to thinking about seeing

your interview on Sixty Minutes.

You locked good, but tired; please take the time to rest and conserve

— e,

your energies for those things, yvet to come, that need your unique talents.
-w—_ o -
Your camments toward the end of the program relating to the 'funny line’

"anyone dumb enough. . . . " were particularly gratifying. One individual
here asked me if I had seen the program and then went on to say how impressed
he had been.

5§
e

I noted also that your dealing with questions that, first, sl@_éuld ot be

asked and, secondly, cannot be answered may pose a problemtoyour?mmatr‘ia -

Sy
——

.2 Aréiqry renuapisosq usng a810ap iroy Adoaoipyd

propensity for candor.

. <=
Like all of your friemds, I hated to see the Vice Presidential_possibil-
ity pulled away. I note, however, you are not precluded from being ?resident. ]
We wish you contimied success and God's blessings in your assigrment.
Best regards to Bar.
We're all well here and basking in the glory of grandparenthood.

SiJice.reJ;y,
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March 1, 1976

Dear Jim, _ i W

What alihoughtful note. How you
find time from a busy schedule to be
.50 darn considerate, I don’t know.

. This new job 1s great. I look
forward to working with you and 1
appreciate your comments on the
60 Minutes show.

HWarm regards, _ o =
George Bush

| Admiral J. L. Holloway IIT, USN :

‘ Chief .of Naval Operations ' ~

} Navy Department .
i Washington, D.C. 20350 -

H '
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CHIEF OF NAVAL OCPERATIONS

24 February 1976

|
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Dear George,

' I happened to catch the TV program "Sixty
Minutes" on Sunday evening, 15 February, and I
wanted you to know how impressed I was with your
performance.

In spite of Mike Wallace's harrassment, and
the film editing which appeared designed to result
in nonsequiturs, your responses were clear, concise
el and straightforward. I thought you handled your-
self in a magnificent fashion and I am sure that my
impression would have to be shared by any other
thoughtful viewer. I was glad I had the opportunity )
to watch you on the program. :

r;;f#ﬁ With best perscnal regards,

P ,
N ' =~

. L., HOLLOWAY III
'.'; iral’ U.S. Navy

The Honorable George Bush

-- -Director . S —
Central Intelligence Agency s i
Washington, D. C. 20505 ‘“=x:
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Dear Matthew,

March 1, 1976

Thank you for your warm letter. I was delighted
to get it. I appreciate your frank and candid advice.
Sometimes when one gets all wrought up in the public
arena, I expect one makes slips and fails to realize
that his expletives are very embarrassing and are
not very attractive. I do appreciate your calling

this to my attention.

Our son George just joined the First Presbyterian
Church in Midland the other day and you can imagine
how pleased that made us. Barbara is fine. Please
give our Tove to Tommy. As Tong as I live I wiTl

always treasure our friendship.

Mr. Matthew Lynn

First Presbyterian Church
Harwood Street at Hood
Dallas, Texas 75201

Sincerely,

Cogpe

George Bush
Director

Exocutive Hegistry

=7z

v =
thaalt
1

SWELS

7 ATeTT T TeNapISaTd O5Te] 981051y oL Ad050Tot]

Yoad




. ¥
s
!

Hivat Presbpterian Chuech
Harwasd Sieeet ot Wood
Ballas, Terns
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February 20, 1976

Dear Bob, j

Just a quick note to thank you for your
thoughtful telegram and your kind words about
ny 60 Minutes appearance.

The country needs a vital CIA and 1I'm
proud to be working here.

Harmest regards to you and Charjotte.

Sincerely,

A

George Bush
Diractor

Mr. Robert Overstreet
3113 Pittsburgh
Houston, Texas 77008

L

Executive Reglatry
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WASHINGTON DC 20508

HONORABLE GEORGE 8USM, DIRECTOR CIA \prJKo\
e

1(}) oY
¥

2

LIKED THE WAY YOW. HANDLED - YQURSELF _ON--SIXTY:-MINUTES, OUR COUNTRY IS
FORTUNATE TO HMAVE YOU IN THIS IMPORTANT POST, YOU WILL HAVE OUR PRAYERS

AND BEST WISHES,
FAMILY,

BOB OVERSTREET

3113 PITTSBURGH .

HOUSTON TX 77005
20132 EST

MGMWSHU HSC

CHARLOTTE JOINS ME WITH LOVE TO BARBARA AND YOQUR
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February 20, 1976

Dear Hunt,.

Thanks 3o much for your thoughtful note
of February 16th, and your kind words about
my recent television appearance.

The new job is a real challenge, but
the country needs a vital CIA and I'm proud
to be working here.

Thank you again.

Sincerely,

_}éééibszg/

George Bush
Director

¥r. Huntington M. Turner
61 Broadway
New York, New York 10008
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HUNTINGTON M, TURNER
61 BROADWAY
NeEw YORK, NEw Yorx 10008
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