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TALKING POINTS

JUDGE CLARENCE THOMAS
CHAIRMAN OF THE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION

‘Judge Clarence Thomas "made the EEOC. He built it into a

first class-law enforcement agency. We took three times as
many cases, got more relief for more people than any other
time in history."
== R. Gaull S8ilberman, Vice Chairman of
the EEOC when Thomas was chairman.

In 1982 Judge $larence Thomas was appointed Chairman of the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC); he was
reappointed in 1986 and served there until he was named to
the federal bench in 1990.

The EEOC, an agency that employs 3,100 people and has an
annual budget of $180 million, enforces Title VII of the
Civil Rights act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex or national origin. The
EEOC also enforces laws against discrimination based on age
or disability.

Judge Thomas compiled an outstanding record at the EEOC:
while seeking tougher penalties against discriminatory
businesses, he pushed for improved voting rights and a
strong civil rights agenda.

The EEOC achieved a remarkable record under the leadership
of Judge Clarence Thomas. Under Thomas, the Commission:

--- secured over a billion dollars in relief for victims of
discrimination;

--- filed nearly 3000 legal actions in U.S. District
Courts. In 1983, the Commission filed 195 lawsuits, by
1990 that figure had more than tripled to 640;

—--— instituted policies to ensure that every charge filed
is fully investigated and litigated with full relief
sought for victims of discrimination;

--- restructured and revitalized the systemic/pattern and
practice program. In 1981 the Commission had only one
broad pattern and practice case in litigation; in 1988
103 cases were investigated and 16 were in active
litigation. Of the $131 million in relief obtained in
FY 1988, over $48 million was awarded in large class
action/pattern practice cases;
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--- established outreach programs for previously
underserved areas and for small and medium-sized
employers;

--- professionalized the agency and established a
management infrastructure by taking a finance system
the General Accounting Office had reported was in
shambles and implemented a sound financial management
system which in 1984, met GAO's standards for the fist
time; '

~--- transformed a work environment the Office of Personnel
Management described as "beset by acrimony, improper
employee conduct, poor performance and favoritism" and
a case processing system that GAO concluded was in a
state of "complete chaos" to an agency which the Office
of Management and Budget commended for quality,
effectiveness and efficiency.

Under Clarence Thomas' leadership the EEOC vigorously
enforced the Age Discrimination in Employment Act (ADEA).
Under Thomas the EEOC championed the rights of older workers

~by:

- fully investigating and prosecuting charges of age
discrimination;

--- securing a total of $370.7 million in benefits under
the ADEA;

--- filing 781 ADEA lawsuits;

--- filing pattern and practice/cléss action lawsuits that
annually comprised no less than one third and as many
as three quarters of total ADEA lawsuits; and

--= approving policies to mandate pension accrual for
employees working past normal retirement age; and
establishing standards to protect older workers who
wished to waive their ADEA rights in return for
enhanced (often collectively bargained) separation
benefits. That rule was suspended by Congress but
ultimately codified in the Older Workers Protection
Act.

In addition to his work at the EEOC, Thomas, 43, served as
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at the Department of
Education (1981) and is presently a U.S. Court of Appeals
Judge for the District of Columbia. He was confirmed by the
United States Senate for each of these positions.
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FOE IMMEDIATE RELEZASE

New York, NY, July 12...The Anti-Defamation League today said
that Supreme Court ncminee Clarence Thomas's statement
repudiating anti-Semitism "wam weloome, but unfortunately did not
go far enough.”

Thomas, responding to a The Dallas Times Herald report that
he referred to Nation of Islam leader Louls Farrakhan in a 1883
text of a speech as "a man I have admired for more than &
decade,” said today he has "always been adamantly opposed to
anti-Semitism and bigotry of any kind, including by Louise
Parvakhan." He added that "while I support the concept of
aconomic gself-help, I have never supported or tolerateq bigotry
of any kind."

In & statement issued hers, Abreham H. Foxman, ADL'
national director, said:

"It im not possible to separate Farrakhan's message from
Farrakhan the messenger. We hope that Judge Thonas, who has
always eschewed bigotry, will publicly acknowledge the danger in
attempting to distinguish elements of a biget'a progrem which
might be considered positive from an overt negssage of vicious
racism and anti-Semitiem. Fallure to acknowledge thia only
legitimizes Farrakhan's overall message of hate,'

ADL has been monitoring Farrakhen's activities since the
early 1970's and has published a series of reports on the Nation
of Inlam leadear's anti-Semitism and recism,
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JUDGE CLARENCE THOMAS - QUALIFICATIONS {

Holy Cross College - Class of 1971

- Ran free breakfast program for black
school children
-  Tutored in local schools

Yale Law School - Class of 1974

- Also worked New Haven Legal Assistance providing
legal aid to disadvantaged

Assistant Attorney General - Missouri (1974 - 1977)

- Responsible for several hundred court cases
.at the trial and appellate level - .- :

Monsanto Companv - Counsel (1977 - 1979)

-

- Advised corporate managers on issues;
special emphasis on environment

Legislative Assistant to Senator John Danforth (1979)

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights - Department of Education (1981)

- Supervised office that is responsible for enforcing
anti-discrimination laws in educational institutions
which receive federal funds

Chairman of Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (1982 - 1990)

- Enforcing federal laws against discrimination
in the workplace

Judge - United States Court of Appeals
for District of Columbia Circuit (1990 - Present)

- Participated in over 140 decisions
- Confirmed by Senate four times
1981 - Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1982 -~ Chairman of EEOC
1986 - Chairman of EEOC
1989 - Judge - U.S. District Court of Appeals



Judge Clarence Thomas

Judge Clarence Thomas was born June 23, 1948, in Pinpoint, a
rural community near Savannah, Georgia. His father left the
family when Thomas was still a small child. For the first years
of his life, Thomas lived in a house with no indoor plumbing,
moving at one point to a cramped tenement in Savannah.

At the age of seven, Thomas went to live with his maternal
grandparents, Myers and Christine Anderson. His grandfather,
though barely literate, owned and managed an ice and fuel oil
delivery business, in which Thomas worked after school. Anderson
was also active in the local chapter of the NAACP. It was
largely from his grandparents that Thomas learned the importance
of hard work and discipline -- lessons that he has applied
throughout his life. ‘ -

The Andersons sent Thomas to all-black schools in Savannah,
where he was taught by Franciscan nuns. The educational
standards were very high. Thomas has said of the nuns: "They
most assuredly taught us Christian values, but they taught us to
be self-sufficient individuals first.” The. nuns underscored his

"'érandparentsf teaching about the importance of education.’

In 1964, Thomas transferred to St. John Vianney Minor
Seminary near ‘Savannah, where for most of the next three years he
was the only black student in his class. He excelled in his
studies and was quarterback of the football team.

At this point in his life, Thomas intended to become a
priest. However, after spending several months at Immaculate
Conception Seminary in Missouri, he changed his mind and
transferred to Holy Cross College in Massachusetts. He supported.
his education through a combination of scholarships, loans, and
jobs. He worked in the Free Breakfast Program and tutored in the
local community. He graduated with honors in 1971.-

Thomas then went to Yale Law School. while a law student,
he worked summers for New Haven Legal Assistance and for a small
law firm in Savannah. He graduated from law school in 1974.

Throughout his life, Thomas has seized opportunities that
the American system offers. As Judge Thomas said on being
nominated by President Bush, “Only in America could this have
been possible,” for a child born in poverty and segregation to be
nominated to the Supreme Court. In the President's words, Thomas
defines "the endless possibilities of the American dream.” .
Georgia State Senator Roy Allen, a classmate, said that Thomas
srepresents the dream that African-Americans want to achieve.”



Thomas' legal career contributes to his long record of
accomplishment. Much of that career has been dedicated to
service of the nation. 1In 1974, John C. Danforth, then the
Attorney General of Missouri, hired Thomas as an Assistant
Attorney General. Thomas practiced principally in the areas of
criminal and tax law, arguing several cases before the Missouri
Supreme Court. In 1977, he joined the legal staff of the
Monsanto Company, where he was involved in matters relating to
contracts, antitrust law, and products liability. In 1979, he
became a legislative assistant to Senator Danforth.

Four times the United States Senate has confirmed Judge
Thomas' appointment to high-ranking government positions. 1In
1981, Thomas was appointed Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
in the United States Department of Education. One year later, he
was appointed Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission; he was reappointed in 1986. The EEOC, an agency that
employs 2,850 persons and has an annual budget of $202 million,
enforces Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of -1964, which
.prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or: .
national origin. The EEOC also enforces laws against |
- discrimination based on age or disability. Thomas' tenure as
chairman was the longest in the history of the Commission.

on April 30, 1990, Thomas assumed his present position as a
judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit, to which he was appointed by President Bush.
During his time on the bench, he has written opinions in areas
such as criminal law, antitrust law and trade regulation,
constitutional law, and administrative law.

Throughout his distinguished career, Thomas has championed
the principle that individuals should be judged on the basis of
abilities and character, not on skin color. He believes that
every American should have the same opportunity to stand up and
be judged on his or her own merits. He has lucidly explained his
views on a variety of issues, legal and otherwise, in his
judicial decisions and in articles and speeches. He has been
described in the press as smart, tough, a man who “speaks
powerfully about overcoming racism and poverty in the deep South”
and who "embodies the ideal of personal achievement rather than
reliance on government programs for a leg up.” As Senator Hatch
has observed, Thomas "came up the hard way” and "understands the
sting of oppression.” Senator Danforth made a similar point when
he observed that Thomas "is a person who knows discrimination.

He has a real commitment to fighting injustice.”



In announcing his nomination of Judge Thomas to the Supreme
Court, President Bush described him as "a delightful and warm,
intelligent person who has great empathy and a wonderful sense of
humor.” The President observed that Judge Thomas is a "fiercely
independent thinker with an excellent legal mind, who believes
passionately in equal opportunity for all Americans.”

Senator Bob Dole applauded the nomination, citing Thomas'
» impeccable credentials” and calling Thomas "a man whose very
life exemplifies the American dream.” Senator Danforth has
described Thomas as "outstanding in every respect” and observed
that Thomas is "a compassionate kind of conservative, not rigid
or ideological in his views. . . . In a very real way, he'll be
the people's justice.”

In 1987, Thomas married Virginia Lamp, an official at the
Department of Labor. His son from his first marriage, Jamal,
lives with the family in Alexandria, Virginia. Thomas
occasionally jogs, lifts weights, and enjoys country music.
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Opening Statement By President Bush Announcing
The Nomination Of Judge Clarence Thomas To The Supreme Court

"I am very pleased to announce that I will nominate Judge Clarence Thomas to
serve as Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court.

Clarence Thomas Was my first appointee to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia, where he served for over a year. And I believe he'll be a great
justice. He's the best person for this position.

Judge Thomas compiled an excellent record at Holy Cross. He graduated from
Yale Law School and served with distinction in the Missouri Attorney General's
Office in the Reagan-Bush administration and in our administration - my
administration. He's a native of Pinpoint, near Savannah, Georgia, where he was
raised by his grandparents. His background includes a strong emphasis on education

. as the key to a better life. And. he-attended. rigorous.Catholic schools where he - -
“excelled:” After spending a 'year at the Immaculate Conception ‘Seminary in

Conception Junction, Missouri, Clarence transferred to Holy .Cross College in
Worcester, where he supported himself through loans and scholarships and jobs, and
graduated with honors in 1971, ' '

After graduation from Yale Law School, he worked for then Missouri Attorney
General John Danforth, and spent two and a half years litigating cases of all
descriptions. In 1977, Judge Thomas practiced law in the private sector, and in 1979,
he rejoined Senator Danforth as a legislative assistant in the U.S. Senate. In 1981,
President Reagan appointed him Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights in the
Department of Education. From 1982 to 1990, he served as President Reagan's
Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. And I appointed him
to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia in 1990. -

I have followed this man's career for some time, and he has excelled in
everything that he has attempted. He is a delightful and warm, intelligent person who
has great empathy and a wonderful sense of humor. He's also a fiercely independent
thinker with an excellent legal mind, who believes passionately in equal opportunity
for all Americans. He will approach the cases that come before the Court with a
commitment to deciding them fairly, as the facts and the law require.

Judge Thomas' life is a model for all Americans, and he's earned the right to
sit on this nation's highest court. And I am very proud, indeed, to nominate him for
this position, and I trust that the Senate will confirm this able man. promptly.”

Kennebunkport, Maine
July 1, 1991 '

For more information, please contact the White House Office of Public Affairs at
202/456-2483.



'-;«;;;5\ The White House
A Ofitlce of Public Affairs

Pres1dent1al Wire

Excerpts from President Bush's Speeches on
Supreme Court Nominee Clarence Thomas

"Our new Supreme Court nominee, Judge Clarence Thomas, has said it best: 'As a child,
I could not dare to dream that I would ever see the Supreme Court, not to mention be
nominated to it. Only in America could this be possible.”

July 3, 1991
Mount Rushmore, South Dakota

"And I saw a sign back here about another man who is well-known to Missouri. I would
also say, then, that you can find that same character in self-made Americans like our
nominee to the Court, Judge Clarence Thomas. A man especially well-known to your great
Senator, Senator Danforth; and to Governor Ashcroft and also to Kit, Judge Thomas says

. . ..that when he was growing up -- and here were his exact words God, school, dlscnplme,
* hard work and right from wrong were of the highest priority."
- You know, he spent a lot of his life in Missouri - first going to school here, then
working as an Assistant Attorney General, as counsel to the ), asanto Company and later as
an aide to your Senator, Senator Danforth, before he went on w0a distinguished career as a
jurist.

So let me just simply say, in response to the sign, in response to the feelings of many
people in this great state, Clarence Thomas is a man of character and .impeccable
credentials — a model for all Americans. You see, he will be a great Justice on the
Supreme Court of the United States."

July 4, 1991
Marshfield, Missouri
"Our new nominee for the Supreme Court, Judge Clarence Thomas, offers what I think is
‘a very stirring testament to what people can do when they refuse to take no for an answer;
when through sheer determination they overcome obstacles that others have placed in their
way. This man - it was very emotional for me up there at our house in Maine when we
announced his appointment - because he outdistanced poverty and racism; because he
possessed the greatest treasures of all, the love of family, the faith of teachers - remember
what he said about teachers - and then the belief in himself."

July 8, 1991
Washington, D.C.



"“Q  Mr. President, Senator Mitchell said a couple of days ago that he thought that you
believed in quotas for everyone but yourself and everyone but Supreme Court nominations -
- he was referring to your nomination of Judge Thomas to the Supreme Court. And his
remark seems to reflect some widespread disbelief that Judge Thomas's race had nothing to
do with [t]his choice. And I wondered if you might take another crack at that question, sir.

"THE PRESIDENT: I was trying to think if Senator Mitchell —~ where he was when
Lyndon Johnson put Marshall on the Court. I can't remember whether he accused Lyndon
Johnson of a quota. I think he was in Congress then, but it would be interesting to go back
and look at it in history. I don't think he said it was a quota. In my view, this isn't a
quota appointment. I said up there.in Maine, and I still feel -~ I feel more strongly than
ever that it is the right thing at the right time, to use an expression that Lyndon himself
used. . . I have an innate cogfidence that this man will be confirmed. And the reason he
will be is that he deserves to be confirmed. And I'll tell you the — I don't want to take too
much time on this answer - but out there when I mentioned this in Missouri the other day,
on the 4th of July, there was a unanimous response from the people in terms of support. . .
support for this man. So I think it will be well-received — is well-received.

Q Well, quota or not, sir, can you really say that his race had nothing to do with the
selection?

"THE PRESIDENT | thmk I indicated up in Maine that so much the better, But .

" 'm ot going to say it's a quota appomtment. I'don't believe that one seat should be

assigned to one group of any kind."

' July 10, 1991 :
Press Conference, The White House

For more information, please contact the White House Office of Public Affairs at 202/
456-2483.
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"Judge Thomas' life is a model for all Americans, and he's

earned the right to sit on this nation's highest court."
President Bush noainating Judge Thomas
July 1, 1991

Judge Thomas was nominated by the President to be a Supreme
Court Justice because of his fidelity to the Constitution
and the rule of law. These qualities, coupled with his
‘education and gxperience, will make him an exemplary Justice
of the Supreme Court. _

As President Bush said, Judge Thomas "is a fiercely
independent thinker with an excellent legal mind, who
believes passionately in equal opportunity for all
Americans. He will approach the cases that come before the
Court with a commitment to deciding them fairly, as the
facts and the law require."”

' separate times: as Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at
the Department of Education in 1981, twice as Chairman of
the EEOC in 1982 and 1986, and most recently as U.S. Court
of Appeals Judge for the District of Columbia in 1990. He
graduated from Holy Cross College with honors in 1971 and
Yale Law School in 1974.

As Judge Thomas told the Senate Judiciary Committee: "The
reason I became a lawyer was to make sure that minorities,
individuals who did not have access to this society, gained
access. Now, I may differ with others as to how best to do
that, but the objective has always been to include those who
have been excluded."

He believes firmly in the rights of the individual: that
government's role is to protect the rights of the individual
without advancing the interests of any particular lobbying
group. )

Thomas would bring to the Court a wealth of experience in
government. :

He compiled an outstanding record at EEOC: while seeking
tougher penalties against discriminatory businesses, he
pushed for improved voting rights and a strong civil rights
agenda. _ :
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Senator John C. Danforth has called Judge Thomas
"conservative, but a compassionate kind of conservative, not
rigid or ideological in his views. His every motive is that
he empathizes with ordinary people, he's one of them."

R. Gaull silberman, Vice Chairman of the EEOC when Thomas
was chairman, said, "This man made the EEOC. He built it
into a first-class law enforcement agency. We took three
times as many cases, got more relief for more people than
any other time in history."

According to Alan Keyes, President of Citizens Against
Government Waste, on the basis of Thomas' constitutional
philosophy and his character, "it would have been difficult
for Mr. Bush to find anyone more qualified than Judge
Thomas. Throughout his public career, he has displayed the
intellectual honesty, integrity and moral courage that are
crucial but all too rare ingredients of great public

Joa

Dowc, the Presiding Judge of the Missouri Court of Appeals, -
wrote that "Mr. Thomas has an outstanding civil rights
record and has demonstrated leadership and excellence as
Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. He
added that he "sincerely believed that Mr. Thomas would
bring honor, excellence, and scholarship to the appellate
court."”

The nomination is not dictated by Judge Thomas' race; it is
not dictated by his ideology; it is dictated by his first-
rate intellect, his varied legal experiences, his
outstanding character, and his commitment to the
Constitution and individual rights.

The President recently said that Judge Thomas "offers what I
think is a very stirring testament to what people can do
when they refuse to take no for an answer, when through
sheer determination they overcome. the obstacles that others
have placed in their way." '



QUOTES FROM CLARENCE THOMAS

On Civil Rights:

I wasn't alone. There are those of you here today who have my
memories -- who knew the same hurt, and who have shared the same
satisfaction in seeing the changes brought about by the Civil
Rights movement.

That movement has brought about enormous societal changes in the
United States. To name just a few, there has been a host of civil
rights laws, including the Civil Rights Act of 1964; dual public
school systems were eliminated; fair housing laws were passed;
colleges and universities once closed to minorities opened their
doors; and equal employment laws were passed. In short, measures
affecting every one of the fundamental aspects of daily life --
housing, jobs education the. right to participate in a democratic
;;government -=.were enacted....~.‘ . e SRRV E Sl

- These new laws changed the entire way of life for mahy Americans.
They continue to do so. And they are basic to -ne very functioning
of our system of government. A

I believe in the vigorous enforcement of civil rights laws and have
pledged to do everything I can to pursue such enforcement by the
EEOC. There are some who claim that this administration has turned
its back on civil rights enforcement, that it has no civil rights
policy, that it is satisfied to watch the clock get turned back in
civil rights areas. Those who make this claim are wrong. I will
have no part in turning back the clock, or in seeing past progress
undermined by current laxness.

June 3, 1982
D.C. Chapter of the Industrial
Relations Research Association



On_the NAACP:

The NAACP has a history of which we can all be proud. From its
inception in 1909 til today, the work this organization has done -
in the area of civil rights is unmatched by any other such group.
At each turn in the development of blacks in this country, the
NAACP has been there to meet the many challenges. In the past,
those challenges ranged from voter registration drives to fighting
injustices in the legal system. In each situation the NAACP has
fought hard and has won many battles. But the battles are not
over. There are many still to be fought and hopefully many will
be won. But winning these battles will require new strategies and
creative thinking on your part. The name "The Crisis", selected
as the name of the official publication of the NAACP, was taken
from a poem "The Present Crisis", written by James Russell Lowell.
The words are as applicable to the problems of today as they were
in 1909. Three lines from that poem are especially appropriate
today:

New occasions teach new duties: Time makes ancient
., good uncouth; S L

' ‘Théy must upward still, and.onward, who would keep
abreast of truth; o . :
Lo before us gleam her camp-fires! We ourselves
must Pilgrims be. )

At the EEOC, we recognize our "new duties" and we are beginning to
develop these new strategies and to truly fulfill our role as
protectors of the rights of all. Our role 'is that of federal
enforcer. The role of the NAACP, of course, is that of advocate.
I realize, that as an advocate for our race, our efforts have been
unsurpassed. As a true advocate, it is imperative that you carry
"the same energy you have used in the past into the 1980's to meet
the new challenges. However, the new challenges require more than

the energy of the past. The new challenges require you to be
"Pilgrims" as you face the future. While the NAACP's history is

one of countless accomplishments, you can _not afford to rest on
that history.

October 23, 1982
Maryland Conference of NAACP



Oon Civil Rights:

- It has been nearly nineteen years since Title VII was incorporated
in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, since equal employment opportunity
became the law of the land. Since those days when we, who had been
locked out of the American dream for centuries, rejoiced, knowing
hope, at last, was on the way.

And, the federal government must continue to pave the way in civil
rights. The federal government has always had both a profound
moral obligation and a constitutional duty to protect individual
rights. Increasingly that ideal has gained the force of the law.
But, in the words of Frederick Douglass, "Power concedes nothing
without a demand."” And, even the government did not move
decisively until the thunderous demand of protest against injustice
could, no longer, be ignored. : ,

For in one of the most compelling and glorious events in this
-nation's history, a vast cross-section of this nation's population
was on the march -- a march for justice -~ a march. to turn .this.
- nation: from its schizophrenic posture between its stated beliefs, -

.“'the’ idéals ‘on which it was founded, and the reality of 4its

existence.. A nation, founded on the principles of liberty and
justice, began to see that its anthems and credos had a hollow
ring. A nation which had averted its eyes by playing hide and seek
with the stranger knocKing at the door. And, as the poet Dylan
says, "He was wearing the clothes that you once wore."

A nation long deaf to the pleas of the impoverished heard the sound
of marching feet, marching to Birmingham, to Selma, to Jackson. .
It heard that the bank of liberty had, as Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. said, "insufficient funds" to right the wrongs America had
heaped upon its minority citizens. '

The eyes of the world turned on America. No longer could the
champion of freedom and justice abroad continue to be the bastion
of separate but equal at home. No longer could people who, for 300
years, had contributed mightily to the development of this nation
be denied a full partnership in its destiny. No longer would this
country be allowed to turn its back on so many among us who had
suffered so long from the denial of the American dream.

The spirit of the Declaration of Independence, reborn in the civil
rights movement, became embodied in the laws of the land. And the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission was created to make certain
these laws would be enforced.

December 6, 1983
EEOC Seminar
Pittsburgh, PA



On _Civil Rights:

My grandparents, who raised me, are perfect examples of what
discrimination can do ... Early in life, as I watched them toil
away, I realized that their efforts would be seriously impeded by
something beyond their control -- racial discrimination. They had
overcome the lack of formal education, the Great Depression and an
assortment of other adversities. But, no matter what efforts they
made race was a roadblock to taking full advantage of the benefits
of this country. As a result of living through this experience and
other experiences, I have strong views about civil rights.

Many of us have walked through doors opened by the civil rights
leaders, now you must see that others do the same. As individuals

who have received the benefit of an education which was probably
denied your fathers and mothers, and in some cases sisters and
brothers, you must devise a plan for a civil rights movement for

the 1980s.

1983 - -0 o
Integrated Education .
Volume 21 . '

P

So again I find myself challenging you. This time with the words
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. "It is time for the Negro 'haves'
to join hands with the 'have-nots' and, with compassion, journey
into the other country of hurt and denial. It is time for the
Negro middle class to rise up from its stool of indifference, to
retreat from its flight into unreality and to bring its full
resources -- its heart, its mind and its checkbook -- to the aid
of the less fortunate brother."

August 5, 1983
Inroads, Inc.
Knoxville, TN.



On Discrimination:

Through my radical days, through my days at New Haven Legal
Assistance, through the summer working under a grant from the Law
Student's Civil Rights Research Council, I _did not forget. Through
Holy Cross and Yale, I _did not forget. As Assistant Attorney
General and Assistant Secretary, I_did not forget. As Chairman of
the EEOC, I cannot and will not forget. I can never forget the
agony of discrimination -- the humiliation of prejudice.

Like many blacks, I have lived without indoor plumbing; without
electricity; without adequate heating. I have eaten Kelloggs Corn
Flakes with water and Pet. Milk. I have eaten the edges trimmed
from breads used to make "hors d'oeuvres" for white people. 1I was
born and raised in a segregated society -- separate libraries,
movies, water fountains, separate parks. '

.i have mowed lawns, plowed, and cut hay, stripped fodder, cleaned
sewers, . ground sugar cane . and made syrup.,,These were- things my

/'grandfather told me I had. to learn "to. survive.  .But .he -also

imparted values which I retain to ‘this day. Among them'is honesty
Another is personal integrity. I have no intention of sacrificing
my principles to accommodate others: or be<«ause it would be
expedient.

I am an American -- a black American. Nothing hurts me so much as
the sufferings of my race. I firmly believe that the sufferings

and the problems we face are so great that all who recognize them

must look for solutions. We need new ideas in our arsenal of.

weapons to fight discrimination. At no time must we allow
ourselves to believe that we must agree on every issue. We are not
robots -- we are a creative, resilient race. Just as we are
different we have different ideas and different opinions.

We cannot -- no, we must not believe that we must all think alike
anymore than we believe we all look alike. And we must not give
up  the struggle. :

March 24, 1984
Holy Cross College



On_Brown Q. Board of Education:

It has now been thirty years since the Supreme Court, for the first
time since Reconstruction, began to transfer into reality the creed
of our Declaration of Independence. It has been thirty years since
the Supreme Court took that first brave but fragile step into
making America truly one nation -- a nation bound and governed by
one set of laws for all. It has been thirty years since the much
heralded soul of this nation, first crept from beneath the veneer
of hypocrisy. Three decades ago, nine men of the law moved to make
the creed of America reality for all.

Although the Brown decision over-turned the Plessy v. Ferguson
doctrine of "separate but equal" in the area of education only, it
marked the beginning of an era of at least an overt consensus that
segregation and racial injustice were illegal and morally wrong -
- a consensus that opened the floodgates to an era of reform
considered by many to be the second Reconstruction.

' April 23, 1984
Temple University’
School of :aw .

On Segregation:

Was it the great migration with its sudden concentration of blacks.
in the urban North and the new beginning of black political
awareness that had begotten a change in the name of the political
game?

Or the surge of pride which black folks felt as they huddled around
their ghetto radios to hear Joe Louis preaching equality with his
fists, or hear Jesse Owens humbling Hitler with his feet?

Was it A. Phillip Randolph, mobilizing 100,000 blacks ready to
march on Washington in 1941 -- and FDR hurriedly signing Executive
Order 8802 banning discrimination in war industries and
apprenticeship programs? '

Or the 99th Pursuit Squadron, trained in segregated units at
Tuskegee, flying like demons in the death struggle high over Italy?
or black soldiers storming up beaches called Anzio and Normandy?

Was it Rosa Parks who said "No" she wouldn't move; and Daisy Bates
who said "Yes", black children would go to Central High School?



Or the arrival of black leaders at the United Nations building in
New York and on Embassy Row in Washington -- men like

Kwame N'Krumah and Sekou Toure -- who blew forever the myth of
Mumbo Jumbo, King of the Congo?

Or the three men who had been the black man's embodiment of
Blitzkrieg -- the most phenomenal legal brains ever combined in one
century for the onslaught against injustice -- Charles Houston,
William Hastie, Thurgood Marshall?

Was it Martin Luther King and Malcolm X who posed the question of
evolution or revolution?

Or a group of students who said, "We've had enough. I mean, what's
so sacred about a sandwich, Jack?"

Or men named Warren, Frankfurter, Black, Douglas who read the Bill
of Rights and believed? :

But whatever -- it was on -- in the streets, at the lunch counters,
on the buses. And though the North tried hard to keep attention
- _focused on'the South, it was.as plain as a ghetto that Messrs.. '
.- “'Mason and. Dixon had not defined the -boundaries of ugliness and -
injustice. - K : ~ T
Brown marked the turn in the tide. If segregat<on in education was
unlawful, was it legal in public accommodations, in employment, in
housing? The world waited to hear America's answer.

White America, for the first time since the Republican domination
of Reconstruction was being forced to deal with the unjust plight
of its "invisible" race. Blacks and their often newly-found white
allies stormed the Jericho of segregation -- and the walls came
tumbling down.

April 7 1984

Yale Law School

Black Law Students
Association Conference



On Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.:

Last month, we celebrated the birthday of a man who articulated and
dramatized what my day-to-day heroes taught us. Holidays such as
Dr. King's birthday should be occasions when we can see what we
have in common with each other, rather than dwell on what divides

us.

Martin Luther King, the man who spoke of having a dream, reflected
that the Declaration of Independence speaks of not some men, but
of all men.

Dr. King described the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution as "a promissory note to which every American was to
fall heir." But despite the bad check America had written black
Americans, Dr. King refused to believe that the "Bank of Justice"
was bankrupt. He knew that the resources of America were great.
He imagined a nation where his children would be judged not "by the
"color of their skin but by the content of their character" and that

. ‘this wagl"deeply rooted in- the Amgrican~dream_f : S
"1 still believe that today. And the Equal Employmént Opportunity .
Commission-strives to bring our reality closer to that dream.

March 1, 1988

Presidential Classroom for
Young Americans



Comments in Support of
Supreme Court Nominee Judge Thomas

"Praise of the praiseworthy can be problematic when the person praised is a
Supreme Court nominee. Come September, Clarence Thomas should be confirmed. .
. . If Bush was right to nominate Thomas, it is right to defend the nomination
forthrightly on the ground that Thomas believes this: Courts have been cavalierly
rendering result-oriented decisions, basing conclusions on personal moral preferences
rather than legal reasoning, short-circuiting democratic processes in order to achieve by
judicial fiat ends that are essentially political and properly achieved only by processes of
persuasion.”

George F. Will
Newsweek, July 15, 1991

"The more one learns about Clarence Thomas, the more compelling he becomes
as a nominee to the Supreme Court -- and as a fresh hope in breaking America's
paralyzing deadlock over race. . . . Thomas believes that under natural law (and
America's Declaration of Independence), all men and women are created equal, and that
. the- U.S, Constitution provides legal guarantees. Government's role. is. to protect ‘the -

o nghts of -the individual but not to advance the mtergsts of any grOUP, black or white; it

is up to the individual to make it on his own."

David Gergen '
U.S, News & WQr!d Report, July 15, 1991

"Thomas is a champion of what made America great and, if confirmed, he will
seek to restore the source of that greatness he outlined in a 1987 speech 'My household
was strong, stable and conservative. . . . The most cornpassmnate thing [our
grandparents] did for us was to teach us to fend for ourselves and do that in an openly
hostile environment.! It will be amusing to watch the civil rights establishment try to
oppose him on such a clearly all-American agenda."

Cal Thomas
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 5, 1991

"How many other senators will want to be in the awkward position of opposing
a man for not saying how he would rule on [abortion] or any other issue? How many
will want to vote against a black nominee when they know the next nominee will be as
conservative and as likely to oppose Roe v. Wade, but will not be black? . .. For the



hapless national Democratic Party, Thomas' nomination represents more than a threat
to civil rights, privacy rights — or abortion rights. . . . If Thomas is confirmed, he could
be a magnet for the best and brightest blacks to consider turning Republican.”

Thomas J. Brazaitis

Cleveland Plain Dealer, July 7, 1991

"Mr. Bush has chosen well. Judge Thomas' record seems to promise that he will
not seek to expand the discredited policies of dependency that serve only the civil rights
leaders and eongressional liberals. At the same time, his entire life refutes any
suggestlon that he is in any way insensitive to the condition of minorities. . The
important consideration, for Congress and for the country, is the quality of the
not his feelings on a single issue. And-in Judge Thomas, Mr. Bush has obvmusly
sc;lected a man. . .qualified and prepared by a life of struggle to be a passionate defender
of justice.” _

Durwood McAlister
-Atlanta Constitution, July 7, 1991

- "The appomtment of a black conservative. . helps the Amencan pubhc understand

" ttiat there is just as much dxversny of political opinion within the black: community as

there is within the white community.. If Judge Thomas makes it onto the court, he.
1mmed1ately becomes one of the most influential voices on fundamental issues facing our
soc1ety The mainstream press will have a hard time xgnonng [his] views. His
appointment and (hoped for) confirmation. . .could be a hopeful sign that we can begin
pulling this society together again."

Tom Pauken
Dallas Times Herald, July 7, 1991

"When Thomas stepped onto the national stage last Monday. . .cheers erupted
at the EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunity Commission). . . . That longtime
employees of the often beleaguered commission cheered Thomas' nomination. . .is a
story in itself. . . . Clarence does not uncritically accept orthodoxy of any stripe. He
questions cliches like 'color-blind society, knows full well that color and race are facts
of life, factors in life. . . . Thomas' confirmation hearings present a historic opportunity
to reassure people of this country that the American dream lives."

R. Gaull Silberman
Los Angeles Times, July 7, 1991
"Will Judge Thomas make a good Supreme Court justice? No one knows the
future. . .but Thomas has done a good job every place he has been, and there is no
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reason to thmk that he will do less than his best on the Supreme Court. . .. If minority
individuals can defy the mmonty establishment viewpoint, as Thomas has done, and still
advance, this will be a crucial sign that blacks, for example, do not have to 'come by
[NAACP President] Ben Hooks and get his seal of approval.”

Thomas Sowell

Detroit News, July 8, 1991

"Those who are suggesting that there is a kind of stereotypical black view of black
interests to be met by a Supreme Court justice are, as usual, out of date and missing the
point. The white world has been slow to grasp the scorn felt by able blacks like Thomas
for hackneyed affirmative action formulas that assume special black disabilities, but which
are as much based on demeamng stereotypes of black character and capacity as Jim
Crow at its worst. . . . Thomas is entitled to be judged, of course, not on his race or
views or experience but on the basis of his character, his temperament and his ability."

Edwin Yoder
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 8, 1991

."Bush_has -accomplished something quite other than bringing o the Supreme'

" Court someoné who appears to be a promising jurist. ‘He has done more in one day
"~ to remind the nation and above all to- remind black Americans that it is incorrect to -

think of the black population as a monolith. Blacks tend to vote the way they do
because the Democratic Party has perfected instruments of seduction that tend to attract,
dealing as they do in victimology. . . . It is quite wrong to suppose that the situation is
frozen, that blacks are immovable on the subject."

William F. Buckley, Jr.
Boston Herald, July 6, 1991

. For more information please contact the Office of Public Affairs at the White House
202/456-2483,



e GEORGE F WILL

How to Judge
a Judge

Judicial
confirmation
hearings should
not require moral
exhibitionism
about ‘sensitivity’

raise of the praiseworthy can be problematic !
when the person praised is a Supreme Court nomi-
nee. Come September, Clarence Thomas should be 1.
confirmed. Between now and then, the drama of |
his life will elicit much praise. Too much.

To be sure, his ascent, by dint of will and courage, from 5
grinding poverty to his current eminence has been dramat- '
Jic and heartwarming and speaks weil of America and him. !

i

s "However, Thomas's’ life story should be -of only minor

relevance to the debate about his fitness to shape the life of |
the law for three or more decades. To think otherwise is to
partake of pernicious thinking, about the Coanstitution and
courts, that Thomas presumably opposes.

Two rationales for his nomination are in tension. One is
that President Bush believes Thomas has the sort of judi-
cial temperament that candidate Bush promised to seek. If
so, Thomas is comfortable with the discipline of keeping ,
his moral preferences hermetically sealed from his actsof |
judging. But the second reason some people praise Thom- |
as’s potential as a justice is that his humble origins pre-
sumably have given him the “sensitivity” to empathize
with individuals and groups whose disadvantages deserve
redress. Here, then, is the rub: The best reason for nomi-
nating him is that he believes that redressing grievances is
usually the responsibility of the political branches of gov- |
ernment, legislative and executive, and that courts cannot
step in merely because other agencies have not.

If Bush was right to nominate Thomas, it is right to
defend the nomination forthrightly on the ground that
Thomas believes this: Courts have been cavalierly render-
ing result-oriented decisions, basing conclusions on person-
al moral preferences rather than legal reasoning, short-
circuiting democratic processes in order to achieve by
judicial fiat ends that are essentially political and properly
achieved only by processes of persuasion.

Because Thomas is such a sympathetic figure, and has
such slight judicial experience (16 months on the bench),
the nomination of him may look like capitulation to the
anti-intellectual, anti-constitutional, anti-judicial tenor of
the anti-Bork campaign. The lyricism of Thomas's life
largely immunizes him against the sort of tendentious and
demagogic attacks that defeated Bork. Unable to match
wits with Bork, critics abandoned philosophic argument in |
favor of moral assault. The moral vanity of contemporary
liberalism manifests itself in constant bragging about
“sensitivity.” Bork’s critics said they had cornered the

market on it. And they were murky about how "sensitiv-
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“ity” of the sort they so admire in themselves is supposed to

serve in the work judges do.

Lawyers have a saying: When you have the law on your
side, argue the law; when you have the facts, argue the
facts; when you have neither, pound the table. Liberal
senators and their allies in the civil rights lobby, reduced
to table-pounding about the judicial nominees of conserva-
tive presidents, resort to the charge of insufficient “'sensi-
tivity.” The coming discomfiture of the sensitivity-mon-
gers is going to be delicious. We have the remainder of the
summer to savor in anticipation the September spectacle
of Senators Kennedy and Metzenbaum tutoring Thomas in
“sensitivity” about poverty and racism.

Thomas's supporters may be tempted to take the politi-
cally easy and intellectually undemanding path, emphasiz-
ing his exemplary life rather than his jurisprudence. He
is indeed intimately acquainted with the rough edges of
American life. But judges do not have a mandate to decree
social ameliorations; they are not licensed to wield power
on behalf of whoever is not getting full justice from the
political system. The severe ethic of judging requires prac-
titioners of that craft to keep their moral sensibilities on a
short leash. Courts do not exist to right all the wrongs that
other government agencies have, for whatever reasons,
refused to right. Neither the adjective "unwise” nor even

! “unjust” is a synonym for “unconstitutional” when modi-

fying the noun “law.”
Rustere seff-deniak: Judges wear robes to efface personal
attributes. Robes affirm the fact that judging, properly

- purstied, requires ‘an austere self-denial—literally, de- "

nial of the self. Judges must enstre, by acts of will, that
their personalities and politics are irrelevant to their
decisions. True, to some irreducible extent, character is
destiny even for jucies. But the best judges stringently
reduce the extent. )

An admirable biography is no substitute for, or reliable
indicator of, a sound judicial philosophy. A judge with a
truly judicial temperament should try to expunge from his
or her reasoning all influences other than legal arguments.

| Social origins, be they Holmes's on Beacon Hill in Boston

or Thomas's in Pin Point, Ga., should not influence ju-*
dicial reasoning. Such reasoning is about precedents, and
the text of a law as the words were understood by intelli-
gent people at the time of its enactment, and the law’s
legislative history. Concerning constitutional questions,
proper reasoning is about the text and structure of the
document as seen in such light as is shed by whatever is
known of the Framers’ intentions.

If Thomas and his supporters flinch from asserting the
virtues of his philosophy rather than of his character, they
will be truckling to the Senate Judiciary Committee’s “po-
litical correctness,” which is packed into the word “'sensi-
tivity.” Courts are degraded and constitutional law is dis-
torted when judicial nominees are required to turn their
confirmation hearings into an exercise in moral exhibi-
tionism, stressing their “sensitivity” about this or that
social problem rather than their understanding of the
judicial function.

Thomas's confirmation hearings would be a good time to
affirm what the opponents of Robert Bork denied—that
mind matters more than moral preening when choosing
judges. Otherwise we shall have the kind of Court Roman
Hruska suggested. In 1970, Senator Hruska, a Nebraska
Republican, was desperate to devise a reason for supporting
Nixon’s nomination of Judge G. Harrold Carswell. Hruska
said: So what if Carswell is mediocre. So are lots of people,
and they deserve representation on the Court.

Oh no they don't. :




B EDITORIAL

BY DAVID GERGEN
EDITOR AT LARGE

THE BRIEF ON CLARENCE THOMAS

more compelling he becomes as a nominee to

the Supreme Court—and as a fresh hope in
breaking America’s paralyzing deadlock over race. In
recent days, his life story has already been turned into
the stuff of legend: a young man whp lifted himself
from the hardscrabble of rural Georgia, so dark-
skinned that other blacks in Savannah called him ABC
(*America’s Blackest Child™); nurtured by a grandfa-
ther whe could barely read, but knew enough to instill
the old values of hard work. self-reliance and religious
faith; taught by nuns, but taunted by classmates in an
all-white high school: persevering up
~ the ladder through Yale Law School,
_.onto the staff of John Danforth in
" Missouri, then to"'Washington. and al-
ways, always, a lonely, personal strug-
gle to be his own man.

Yet Thomas offers far more than
inspiring biography. “What Clarence
is all about,” says his friend, Republi-
can Senator Danforth, “is that in this
country you should have the freedom
to think what you want to think,
whether you're black, white, or any-
thing else.” Just as he has cut his own
career path, he has plowed his own
mental furrow, catching hell from all
sides. Many civil-rights groups believe
he betrays blacks because he refuses to march in lock-
step with their agenda. From his days running the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, when he op-
posed racial quotas, they dismiss him as a black conser-
vative doing the white man’s bidding. In truth, Thomas
doesn’t fit into any political box; he is, as Washington
political writer Juan Williams described him four years
ago in The Atlantic, “ideologically sui generis.”

Drawing heavily upon his life and his readings,
Thomas believes that under natural law (and America’s
Declaration of Independence). all men and women are
created equal, and that the U.S. Constitution provides
legal guarantees. Government's role is to protect the
rights of the individual but not to advance the interests
of any group, black or white; it is up to the individual to
make it on his own. Yes, whites tilted the game unfairly
in their direction for generations. but rather than com-
pensating blacks for past sins. government should start

T he more one learns about Clarence Thomas, the

‘He believes

© government’s 7e
is to protect the "
individual, notto :

advance the
* Interestsof any .2}
one group.’

the game over. ensuring that it is now played with abso-
lute fairness. To insist upon preferences or quotas for
blacks may grant them temporary gain but cost them
their own self-confidence and white respect. Stop rob-
bing us of our manhood. he says angrily.

Thomas does not walk away from disadvantaged
blacks: indeed. he has invested years trying to help them.
But he thinks the proper role for government is to clear
away the hurdles of all poor people —the drugs, crime
and malnutrition that plague inner cities—without re-
gard to race. Nor is he a lackey for white bigots. At the
EEOC, he sought much tougher penalties against

whites who discriminate: He wanted to

fine them heavily and toss them in jail.
‘As a_Reagan appointee, he attacked
- the-administration for:dragging its feet- -
on voting rights. for granting a tax ex-
emption to all-white Bob Jones Uni-
versi:* and for failing to offer a positive
vision to blacks. He is not even certain
about the merits of integration. Just to
sit next to a white child in school solves
nothing, he believes. First. the black
child must learn to believe in himself.
In donning judicial robes, Thomas

has pledged that his personal views
will not matter. So strong is his alle-
giance -to law and precedent that his
closest admirers believe he is more
likely to fit the Felix Frankfurter than the William
Rehnquist mold. refusing to join conservative activists
eager to strike down rulings from the Warren court. We
won't know for sure how he will come out on abortion,
school prayer or crime until he actually sits on the court.

What we do know is that, as George Bush said. this
new nominee is “fiercely independent,” and in today’s
climate, his voice is welcome. America has wound up
in a terrible cul-de-sac over race: Most whites, blacks
and browns now believe in equality, but we are hung
up in arguments and in government programs that
aren’t working to bring it about. Too many black activ-
ists insist that all blacks are victims and need special
preferences throughout life: too many whites have giv-
en up trying to find answers and suspect a black under-
class will be with us forever. Now comes Clarence
Thomas insisting that if both races shape up, blacks
can still make it on their own. He should know. n

&4
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CAL
THOMAS

All-American Agenda
Of Clarence Thomas

WASHINGTON

upreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas is

the uiumate seif-starter. He rejects the nn-
- tion that the oniv way to deal with the ec:-
nomic plight o poor amencans is through civ-.
rights legisiaton. He wants to 100k forwarg to how
opportunity can empower minorities. not backware
to what discnimination has done.

In a revealing interview with William Raspberrv
in 1983. Thomas wondered how he and his sister
could turn out to be so different. “We come from the
same place. the same genes. same circumstances.
My brother and [ graguated from college. My sis-
ter? AFDC (Aid to Famtlies With Depenaent Chil-
dren:. Four kids.” Thomas attributes the difference
to lack of witl on his sister's part. He also praises
efforts of his grandfather (hs sister lived with other
relatives after his father left the family). who be-
lieved that hard work, faith in God and morai
values could overcome any adversity. = . L

His differences with the'civil rzhts establishment °
could lead to the strongest opposition (0 his St.-
preme Court nomination. Already. Democratic Ma-
tiona! Chairman Ron Brown has said, the nomina-
tion “"appears to be vet another step in the

. 1deologrcal hijacking of the Supreme Court bv tne
radical nght wing of the Republican Party.”

No. the hijackers were the liberat Democrats, It :s
conservauve justices wno seek to liberate the coun-
try from their occupation.

On Jan. 18. 1988, Thomas wrote an articte for The
Wastuington Times that gave an overview of h:s
concept of law. He said it 1s only a belief in a higher
law (which he defined as “God's law") “that guar-
anteed our narural nghts (and) enabied us to rea:-
firm the existence of these nghts even as we were
being prevented from exercising them.

“*Our current explosion of Nghts — welfare rign:s.
amimal nghts. children’s rights and so on — goes v
the point of tnvializing them. Furthermore. eco-
nomic nghts are considered antagonistic to civi! or
human rights — the former being materialistic and
dirty while the latter are lofty and noble.”

Thomas believes economic and propenty rights
are as \mportant as human rights, ang he gquotes
James Madison. who wrote 1n The Feaeraust No. iv
that the first object of government is the “"protection
of different and unequal facuit:es of acquiring prop-
erty.” Madison. notes Thomas. did not say that
government should protect the aiready existing.
unequal distribution of propertv. “In the past.”
.wrote Thomas. “a fght meant the treedom to do
something. now. when freedom Is not enough. -
nght has come to demand anc recerve some benerit
which someone else 1s obligated to provide.”

Thomas 1s a crampion of what made America
great and. if confirmed. he will seek (o restore the
source of that greatness he outlined i1n a 1987
speech: "My household was strong. stabie and con-
servauve. ... God was central. School disciphine.
hard work and right-from.wrong were of the hign.
est prioritv. Crime, weifare, slothfulness and alco-
hol were enemues. ... The most compassionate
thing {our grandparents) did for us was [0 teacn s
to fend for ourselves and do that 1n an openiv hostile
environment.” It will be amusing to waten the o
rights establishment try (o oppose hum 04 sucn a
clearly all-American agenda.

Convrignt 1991 Los Angeies Times Svnaicare
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Thomas
nomination
a win-win
situation

WASHINGTON

hy 1s Presiaent Busn smuung’

‘Vith the nomination ot

Clarence Thomas 0 the Su-

preme Court. the oresigent once again
has painted his pontical enemies 1nto 3

* commner. - .

Bush has presentea the Democratic
majonity 1n the Senate witn 2 take-it-
or-teave-it ndminaton of a stauncn
conservatve. 'wno nappens to be biack.

This. to oorrow one ol Capitol H:il's
favorite ciiches. !5 3 Win-win situation
for the oresigent. [{ the Senatw
approves Thomas nominauon aiter
confirmation nearings :n tne fall. the
court s conservauve matorny will be.
come a juggernaut. [{ the Senate re-
jects Thomas. Bush can say that Demo-
crats don't practice wnat they preacn
about cvil nghts. )

At a social gathering in Washington
one night last weex. an excnange oe-
tween an elderly biack man trom Chi-
cago ana nis gauznter lustrated just
how briiliant. 1f somewnat cynical. the
president s strategy 1s.

The eideriv man. a pharmacist by
protession. said ne 'vas nappy to near
that a black nad peen nominated to
succeed Thurgood Marshall. the first
and onlv black to serve on the court.
He said he was gaing to give Bush “an-
other looi next ejection” because ot it.

His daughter. a coiiege protessor.
protested. “But, daddy. he's a black
Bork. You wouidn't be for mm 1f he
were white.”

The reierence was to Robert Bork.
the arcn-conservauve federal judge
whose 1989 nomunation to_the high
court was rejected oy the Senate be-
cause Bork's views on the nght to or-
vacy and other i1ssues were porraved
as far outside the mainstream of Amer-
ican wninkIng. .

The man adreed he probably
wouldn't be for Thomas nomination 1
Thomas were wnite. 3ut Thomas isnt
wnite. ne said. Ang it wouid be wrone

1or otrer olacks 0 ‘min a ivich moo
intent on nanging Thomas :or his
VIEWS. i :

Resuizs of a doil cuolishea in USA
Todav :nowea tne Chicago onarma.
CISt § GCINION IS snareg OV 3 matontv of
blacks. - e poul snoweda 347 of placks
approvea of Thomas nomtnation: oniv
-137% di:aoproveq. ang the cest diant
Know. 1-is vote ot conridence came
agans: a dackarco or 327 of blacks
wno sa.a lhomas aces not retlect :ne
views 0: most blacks. ’

Haif :~e biack r-espondents said

" Thomas. ‘vho emergea from stark pov-

erty in ~zral Geora:a to become a red-
eral acgeals cour juage. Is a §00a roie
model.

Jesse Jackson immediateiv urged
the Senate to reiect Thomas nom-
nauon. Sut. tor the most gart. black
politiczans and civii ngnts leagers nave
been restratneg In thewr crilicism ot
Thomas statements expressing oppo-
sition to atfirmative acuon ana to bus-
1ng to acnieve scnool desegregation.

irqinia Gov. Douglas Wilder, the
nation's nighest raniung dlacx ofiicial.
had to apologize for saying of Thomas.
who was raised a Catholic. My ques.
tion 1s: How much ailegiance does ne
have to :ne pope?” Wilder. 2 Democrat’
who mayv run tor president. sonenea-
dedly revived the anu-Catholic bias

that Joan F. Kenneey :’acec_ tncee ace- )

adesago. . - ... .

For :re record. Thomas. xno tear-
fully praised the nuns wno equcateg
nim at an au-black Catholic scnool 1n
the then-segregated South. is divorcea

-and remarried and attends an Episco-

palian cnurch, accoraing to puolished
reports.) .

The National Abortion Rights Action
League c:aims 10 have founa groot that
Thomas would vote 10 overturn the
Roe vs. Wade decision legakizing abor-
tuon. The evidence offered i1s a 1987
speecn :n which Thomas s:ronaly
praisea an arucle that assertea that a
fetus nas an “inalienaoie ngnt to life.”

T.:e White House said 1t wouid no:
respona 9 this or anv other z:lemot S
ciaim :»at Thomas nas excressed o
view on ine constitutionalitv or aoor-
tion. And Vice Presicent Dan Quavie
said Thomas nas the ~:gnt 0 remain si-
lent on tne 1ssue auring nis conrma-
tion heanngs.

Sen. Howard M. Metzenoaum. D-O..
saad he will oppose Thomas nomi.
nauon 1f Thomas does not state a view
in favor of Roe vs. Wade. Well-intended
or not. this comes across as seiecuvely
prejudiciai from a senator wno has
voted to contirm three other rustices
who didn t express tneir views on the
1ssue and are consicered par of the
anti-abor::on majority on the court.

How many otner senators Wi want
to be I1n tne awkward posItion Of 0DPOS-
1ng @ man or not saving how ne woutd
ruie on :nis or any otner issze. How
many wui ‘want to vote agains: a olack
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nominee wnen they know the next nominee will be as
conservauve and as likely to oppose Roe v. Wade. but wail
not be black.

To defeat Thomas. the Democratc majority has to
show that he IS an extrermst whose views give average
Americans reason to question his judgment. But chances
are a very large numoer of citizens wiil agree with
Thomas' posiuons. especially his view that affirmauve
action does a disservice to minorities and that the only
honorable way to really make 1t 1S on one’s own. not as a
ward of the government.

It may be said that Thornas benefited from the quota
system ne abnors. After au. he has been nominated for
the “black se3t ' on the court. But by all accounts Thomas
overcame greiat obstacles to put himself in a position to

" be the benesiciary of history s uming.

For the hapiess national Democratic Party, Thomas'
nominauon represents more than a threat to civil rights,
pnivacy nights — or aboruon nghts. which are bound to
be restnicted no matter wno gets this appointment. If
Thomas s confirmed. he couid be a magnet [or the best
and brightest blacks to consider turning Republican,

No wonder Bush 1s smiling.
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Judge Thomas shouid be-approved
by acclamation

President Bush’'s nomination
of federal appeals Judge Clar-
ence Thomas to the US. Su-
preme Court. criticized by liber-
als and civil rights leaders, needs
to be examined against the back-
ground of two important facts.

First. Mr. Bush's conserva-
tism was overwheimingly en-
dorsed by the electorate in direct
confrontation ith the policies
and ‘programs pushed by those
critics. It would be unthinkable
for the president to choose a

nominee whose views openly re-
flect those rejected. failed pol-
icies.

Second. the appointment by

“.-:afny .president  of a Supreme

Court justice is an- act of faith.
The choice is permanent. Any
. power or influence the fresident
might hope to exercise dissolves
the moment the nominee is con-
firmed. Lifetime tenure guaran-
tees independence.
Given those facts. Mr. Bush
has chosen weil.

Judge 'Thomas's record

seems to promise that he will not
seek to expand the discredited
policies of dependency that serve
only the civil rights leaders and
congressional liberais.

At the same time, his entire
life refutes any suggestion that
he is in any way insensitive to the
condition of minorities. Born in a
legally segregated state. he has
lived — and triumphed —
through turbulent times of
change. As he, himself. puts it: 1

am the product of hatred and -

love,”

He has seen. firsthand, the
corrosive effect of welfare de-
pendency in his own family; and
he has experienced, in his own

life, the rewards of self-reliance
and personal pride.

This man, who rose from the
poverty of Pinpoint. Ga.. to his
present situation. is no Uncle
Tom. He is a powerful role model
for young blacks who should be
hailed by civil rights leaders as a
hero. not denigrated for the sake
of petty politics.

Other critics, with a different
agenda, suggest that. because
Judge Thomas is a Catholic,
taught by nuns. he wiil certainly
come down on the side of anti-
abortionists in critical cases still
to come before the courn.

* As a matter of fact, there is " .

nothing in Judge Thomas's rec-
ord to indicate where he stands
on abortion. And it is worth not-
ing that Sen. Edward M. Kenne-
dy (D-Mass. ), himself a Catholic,
is a leader of the pro-choice
forces in Congress.

Another pro-choice leader,
Sen. Howard M. Metzenbaum
(D-Ohio), has vowed that he will

insist that Judge Thomas declare
his intentions on abortion during
confirmation hearings, saying he
would vote against anyone who
'remains silent’’ on the issue.

He may as well cast his "nay"
vote now. The selection of a Su-
preme Court justice cannot —
must not — be based on his posi-
tion on a single litmus-test issue.

If confirmed, Judge Thomas
will likely serve well into the 21st
century. The important consid-
eration, for Congress and for the
country, is the quality of the man,
not his feelings on a single issue.

And in Judge Clarence Thom-

as, Mr. Bush has obviously se-
lected a man of courage and in-
dependence, a thoughtful judge,
confident, qualified and pre-
pared by a life of struggle to be a
passionate defender of justce.

He ought to be confirmed by
acclamation. ~
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J ustice Thomas
a wise appomtment

he sudden retirement
Marshail

of Thi
from the US. Su-

thounolAppuh.forthb
high hono.

Amnmcumhcuconﬂmed
by the United States Senate,
Judge Thomas' appointment to
the Supreme Court may well
turn out to be one of the two or

this vantage point, the pmdcnt
hss chosen wisaly.

Clarence Thomu combines a
- first-rate intellect with a com-

-. mon-sense appreciation of the -

strengths and weaknesses of our
political system, rare qualities for
a public figure these days. He
will be more than just a vota on
the Supreme Court. Thomas will
be an active participant in the
lively debate that takes place
among the justices behind closed
doors as they wrestle intellectual-
ly with fundamental questions
concerming the meaning and in-
tent of uie Constitution.

Judge Thomas is a disciple of
the late Justice Felix Frankfurter,
who beligved that “political ques-
tions” generally should be decid-
ed by the legislative branch of
government.

At the same !lmc. Clarence
Thomas recognizes that the Con-
stitution is based on a set of mor-
al principles rooted in what
Thomas refers to as the "natural
law" or “higher law.® ‘l'homu
Aquinss, one of the great theolo-
glans of West-
ern civilization. obviously has
had an influence on the thinking
of Judge Thomas.

In light of his writings and judi-
cial opinions. it is likely that Jus-
tice ‘l‘homn would hold that con-
trovermal political issues such as
abortion should be decided by the
leghlmvo branch of government
That viewpoint as weil as Judge
Thomas' oft-stated opposition to
racial quotas (*! don't belisve in

quotas. Amenca was founded on a
plulouphy of individual rights,

Chrence Thomas’ appoint-
ment to the Supreme Court is
the right one for & number of

':thoaejusuceswhouoklobdn.

to an end the “le, from
the bench.® Galaing

As 8 person who comes to this
high honoe from a humble back-
ground, Thomas understands the
awesome power that judges have
over pecple’s lives (*“That's nut &
responsibility I take lightly.”) Fi.
nally, the appointment of a biack
conservative such as Clarence
Thomas w the court helps the
Amencan public.understand that -
there 13 just as much diversity of
political opinion within the blaci
commurnuty as there is within the
white communty.

If Judge Thomas makes it onto
the court, he immediately be-
comes one of the most influential
voices on fundamental issues fac-
ing our society. The mainstream
press will have a hard time ig-
noring the views of Supreme
Couu{: Justice Clarence :‘homu.h

appomntment and (hoped
for) confirmation to the Supreme
Court could be a hopeful sign
that we can begin pulling this so-
ciety together again. We need
more leaders like Clarence
Thomas in positions of responai-
bility during these difficult times
whao share his sppreciation of our
Constitution system: “I believe in
the American proposition, the
Amencan dream because ['ve
seen it in my own life.”

Tom Pauken of Dallas is a bu.:
nessman.
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‘He Is Nothing If Not
nt T

an Independe

"PERSONAL .
PERSPECTIVE

By R. Geull $ihermen

Wi
ben Clarence Thomas stepped
onto the nsuyonal stage iast

> Monday in mlsonmm
gmmu %.] mo
ment y Commuasion, the Jgen-
ey he for eight yesrs

empioyess of the often belea-
guered commission cheered Thomas’
nomination to the Supresne Court is a
story tn iteeif,

B
$
g
§
i

i3

}r

.

hinker’

There were cheers that day as weill.
Clarence loves to tell the story of the

day he amved at the EEOC. His preds-.

cessor had left him the title of “chatr,” byt
when he finally gained admuttance to hia

%

men and
.women of the: -
Bl EEOC love Qar.
= encs because..in

d & real senss, by-
isonsofthem. t g

In the e
days of hi
chatrmanship,
he would go
down to the fi-
nance section 0
often that he

“Pop” Tate, once janitor, now roving
EBOC jack-of-all-irades. is keeping-a
scrapbook of everything that's beang
written abowt his friend, Judge Thommm
“Pop” never quita understood how anye
one who lived in Washingion could root
for the Dallas Cowboys. but Clarence .
nothing if not an independent thinker, °

Clarence does not uncritically accept
orthodaxy of any suwripe. He questons
cliches like “color-blind society,” knows'
ing full well that color and race are facts’
of life, factors in life. You can make them
a plus, make them a minus, but you can't
erase them.

Clarence publicly questioned the Rea-
gan Administration’s seemung refuctance
to broaden the Republican Party. He
insisted that his party had room for people
of ail colors. faiths. conditions and classes.
That's why he was an inspiring head of
the EEOC. His liberaung message to all
who know him is: You count because of
who you are and what you do. not because
of what goods you possess or to what race
(or religion) you belong.

And that’s the sigruficance of his ap-
pointment. Clarence Thomas’ confirma-
tion hearings present a historic oppor-
tunity to reassure the people of this
country that the American dream lives.
The men and women of the United States
Equal Emoloyment Opportumty Commus-
sion are getung ready to cheeragain. (J

nE



The Detroit Newsi

MONDAY, JULY 8,

1991

Quotas or no, Thomas is best choice

One of the remarkable things about President Bush's *
pomination of Judge Clarence Thomas to become a Jus-
tice of the U.S. Supreme Court was the applause that fol-
| lowed Judge Thomas' brief and mov-
" ing speech. The President himself
. commented that he had never heard

applause at a press conference before.

_ That applause was mors thana
| reactioh to the speech itself. It wasa
" reaction to Clarence Thomas, who

has been around Washington in vari-
M | ous roles for more than a decade now.
. Notnﬂtb:m&wtgmpecth him
: agres with hi t they have coms
g‘g‘?’ gﬁ‘? to know bim as a man of honor, intel-
ligence, decency and courage. Thoss
- privileged to know him personally al-
80 know that he is s man of humor, who could never be
oneofthosej who confuse themselves with God. .
... Wil Judge’ omas make a good Supreme Court Jus-
* tice? No one knows the future — espcially the future of’
the Senate confirmation process — but Clarence Thom-
as has dons a good job every place he has been, and there
is no reason to think that he will do less than his best on
the Supreme Court of the United States, He willbea
worthy addition to the high court if the Senate Judiciary
Committee lets him get there.

Already there are political threats, ironically from
Benjamin Hooks of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP). No one epito-
mizes the advancement of black Americans more so than
Clarence Thomas. Born in poverty during the era of Jim
Crow in the South, Thomas confronted all the barriers

. and overcame them all. Ce )
* Everyone must now recoguize that the NAACP
played an historic role in challenging the system of racial
segregation and state-mandated discrimination in the
South. The tragic irony is that today they seem deter-
mined to discredit and destroy all blacks who do not
kow-tow to their more recent party line in favor of racial
preference and quotas. ,
Clarence Thomas them on this when he was
chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission during the Reagan administration, so they may
try to get back at him by publicly opposing his confirma-
tion and by mobilizing their political allies in Congress
and the media against Judge Thomas. If so, it will be a
- sad example of what Winston Churchill once called the
past trying to sit in judgement on the present — with the
future being lost as a result. .

" More is involved than a political vendetta. The wan-
ing political influence of the various civil righta organi-
zations has been increasingly apparent in recent years. .

The defeat of the Civil Rights Act of 1990
going of this year’s civil rights legislation :rg‘zyu:p.t':;s
2: ::gmtal' m"ﬁ;ﬂ the gl;ntry, in which preferenc
'civ&l qu:1 - " nger De disguised under the labei
ot only are white voters less suscepti
oric and tactics that once carried the d.;:%l:t‘:g bt
blacks, Hispanics and other minoritiss, many new voict
hmnapqnun#dhmnduunmgrhnwmwauuh'
prescriptions will cure the very diffarent ills of toda l‘;
minority individuals can defy the minority uublisg'
ment viewpoint, &8 Clarence Thomas has done, and il
m[i;zee. h hl: “1‘105.‘ c; °"“:l;‘l ﬁi.‘: that blacks, for exam.
not have me i
o pm"d‘,';m'm lout ol
nsideri t clout and turf are at stake,
expecta desperata, and perhape even d.i:ty. ﬁgh::oe;l%c
Judgs Thomas' confirmation to the Suprems Court. Bu-
that media applause after his littls speech at Kenne-
bung ‘ nmauuthltitmymh_wu-y:qmm

smear or in an attempt to depict J;
o AR
e appointment ofa :
of retiring Justice Thurgood Marshail op?nm‘g:rhhc
administration to the charge of engaging in the kind of
racial quota which they claim to oppose, But that i o
litical problem of the Bush administration, not .o" apo
thing that is relevant to the Senate's determini m.
Thomas' qualifications, much less something f‘:r' Judge
Tb%ma: htm;elf u; b: 9t:toi:mrned about. :
ack in tae early century, .
seat” on the London stock mm&.::.%%
the great economist. David Ricarda. Thers is no evi
dence, either in Ricardo's public statemants or in his pri
vate correspondence, that he let that fact worry him pri
interfere with bis doing his job well Ia tha end be be.
came highly respected by Jews and gentiles alike.
ThThat :asl:o what we can expect from Judge Clarence
omas if Senate confirms his nomingtio
pnze tCOurt.. ik otothe Su-
or a permanent sext’ onthe
Court, two appointments do not maks o h?u?:gst?.p;.m

tion. There was once thought to bes “Jewish seat” on the

Supreme Court but no Jewish justice

Court for more 20 years now. With G::nb: '?‘l?:mu:: be-
ing 30 young — only in his early forties ~ it should be
many years before his replacemens will have 1o be nomi-
nated. By then. we can certainiv bope that any ides of ra-
cial quotas will be long forgoczen. '

8 Economist Thomas Sowell’s colmaa '
Monday in The News. ’ SPpearsevery

. the liberals in the press and on the sir to cooperateing
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Affirmative Action Can
Show Scorn For Blacks

WASHINGTON

t first glance, t™e new Supreme Court nomi-

pee would to embody the Amertcan

myth of the self-made man, conquering un-

imaginable bandicaps and, in Horatio Alger fash-

lon, bidding others to g0 and do likewise. The

differencs is that Clarence Thomas is bigeicwnd a

child of the rigidly segregated Georgia of the 1940,

His s one variaty, and a ({ascinating ose, of the
expertencs of growing up black in America.

My guess i3 that Thomas will be confirmed; my
feeling is that he should be. But suiccesstul or not,
the nomination of S0 passionats and articulate s
critie of the conventional liberal approach to facial
edvancement is an event of note. It isalso as much a
sign of tha timas as the recent publication of Nicho-

" las Lemana's masterty report on black poverty and
migration, “The Promised Land.” - - © .~ =
" Lemann's odysesy of black experience explodes
stereotypes. His account of the migraticn of -dis+
oleced farm workers in the last half ceatury be-
*reea Clarksdale, Miss.. and inner-city Chicago
showy the perverse, sometimes devastating, impact

- of a aumber of high-minded causes. the
federa) minimum wage to agricuiture, for example,
made herdicides cheaper thad human labor on the

- cotton plantations and rendered thousands of-peo-
ple unempioyable. Lemana also shows. however,
how. the Lyndorn Johoson enti-poverty -program
worked in unexpected ways to bring mobility.and
changs. The resl lesson is that nobody has a final
answer to any of these difficult challenges.

Thomas is blessed with the attractive trait. of
loyuity. He remambered, in moving words; to thank
his sgern, proud grandfather and the Catholic.nuns
wio taught him, pertaps at some risk, in the segre-
gated Georgia of the 19508 and 1960s. Self-reliance
and independence are, he coatends, & more reliable
ladder than government help, :

What has this to do with Thomas’s qualifications
for a Suprems Court seat? Nothing directty; per-
baps; and this stern, unbending individualiem {sa‘t
for everyone, perfiaps. But thoss who are
that there is a kind of stareotypical biack view of
black interests to be met by a Supreme Court justice
Are, a3 usual. out of date and misging the point. The
whits worid has been siow to grasp the scoru feit by
able biscks like Thomas for hackneyed affirmative
ection formulss that assume special bisck disabil-
itiss, but whick are as much based on demeaning
stereotypes of black character and capeacity as Jim
Crow at its worst. =t ety

This scorn. cccasionally running to bitterness and
exasperation, ias drawn many black intellectuais
toward the new conservatism. Men |lke. Thomas
affirm that the black achievement of excellence,
(oo solid to be doubted. can be clouded or devalued
by affirmative action programs which Alan Keyes
calls “affirmative apartheid.” You needn't agree
with that view to see its obvious importance; and
Bourbon liberals, who forget no history and learn
nothing from it, should take note. L

CQlarence Thomas s entitied to be judged, of
course, not on his race or views or expertence but
on the basis of his character, his temperament and
his ability. Unless some ideological litmus test is to
be imposed. however, it is hard to imagine his being’
denied confirmarion. v miung

Capyriont 1991 YWaahington Pest writers

. . .-
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Thomas: Beyond the
black monolith

he 24 hours after the nom-

ination of Clarence Tho-

mas were great fun, with
everybody in sight speaking in
the Aesopian mode, their
mouths saying one thing, their
eyes something a little differ-
ent. And our dcar president was
no exception.

Georgas Bush said that thg
rlce of Clarence Thomas was

“nat the factor” in his selection,
which is a little like saying that
Cleopatra's body was not a fac-
tor in her sciection by Antony.
The preaident went further: “He
is the best man.”

We have got to assume that
there is one other lawyer in
America, maybe even two, who
are “better” than Judge Tho-
maas, according to generally ac-
knowlcdged criteria — exper-
fence, learning. intelligence.
Moreover, said Bush, Thomas is
a ‘‘flercely: independent
‘thinker.” '

That phnse. for reasons that
don't come raadily to mind, is
supposed to be 2 high compli.
ment. I don't know why. Hitler
was a4 flercely independent
thinker: so was John Brown. [
prefer the maxim that goes: It
{t’s true, it's not ncw, If it's new,
it's not true.

And then, among the instant
critics of the choice of Thomas,
Eleanor Holmes Norton was ev-
erywhere, National Public Ra-
dio, PBS — [ am certain she
was talking about the short-
comings of Judge Thomas to
the sleepy bartender at § in the
morning.

Her line is very interesting.
You sce, what we should want,
in & black Supreme Court jus-
tice, is someone who has had
the experience of an American
black.

. But isn't this exactly what

Clarence Thomas has had? A
very poor boy, deserted by his
father? The only routine exper-
{ence of an American black he
hasn’t had is & crush on Jesse
Jackson.

Well, ycs, but the point is
that he hasn't had the kind of
experience that led him to
thinking like Thurgood Mar-
shall or like Eleanor Holmes
Norton. if you scc what [ mean,
and Jim Lehrer did ses what
she meant when he said to her,
“Would you rather have a white
liberal on the court than a black
conservative?” to which she an.
awered, "Of course!” — releas-
Ing us from the logjam of her
strictures about the ideal back-
ground for an American black
going to the court.

Alan Keyes, the brilifant
black intcllectual who served as
an asaistant secretary of state
for Ronald Reagan, punctured
the quota argument. This was a
littie twist the liberalis had been
playing with. beginning at the
presidential preas conference at

which Thomas was launched.
It goes like this: A is opposcd
to quotas. A nominates a biack
to succeed a biack on the court.
Theretore, A is actually in the

' quota business, The distinction,

said Keyes, is between repre-
sentation and quotas. There is
nothing un-American (or un-
constitutional) in seeking vari-
ety, when the time comes to
statf a government agency. It is
perfectly rational to say, for ex-
ample, that women are under-
represented in Congress. It is
something quite differsnt to say
that Congress ought to be 31
percent female. The explana-
tion need go no further than ex-
actly that.

Bush has accomplished
something quite other than
bringing to the Supreme Court
someone who appears o be &
promising jurist. He has done

. more in. oriz day o remind the .

nation and above all to remind
black Americans that it is in.

. correct to think of the black

population as a monolith.
Blacks tend to vote the :eay
they do because the Democratic
Party has perfected - instru.
ments of seduction that tend to
attract, dealing as they do in
victlmology.

Black leaders like Benjamin
Hooks and Jesse Jackson are
conatantly engnged in stressing
the black race's helplessness in
the hands of the oppressive
white race. But It is quite wrong
to suppose that the situation is
[rozen, that blacks are immova-
ble on the subject. Gov. Thomas
Kean had the support in New
Jersey of the majority of the
state's blacks. New York Rep.
Charies Rangel told me one
night with impish glee how
lucky the Democrats were that

‘George Bush hadn't named an-

other vice-presidential candl-
date: "It he had named Colin
Powell, the Democrats couild
have kissed the black vote good-
bye."

Bush has picked a black man
of true distinction, torever to di-
vide the poilitical monolith.

The point was best made in
an op-ed piece appearing In the
Los Angeles Times in 1983
*“There seems to be an obsession
with painting blacks as an unth-
inking group of automatons,
with a common set of views,
opinions and ideas. Anyone who
dares suggest that this may not
be the case or has a viewpoint
that disagrees with the 'black
viewpoint’ i{s immediately cast
as attacking the black leader.
ship or as some kind of anti.
black renegade. We certainly
cannot claim to have pro-
gressed much in this country as
long as it i3 Insisted that our
intellects are controlled entire-
ly by our pigmentation.” Those
words were written by Clarencs
Thomaa.



Editorial Support for
Supreme Court Nominee Judge Thomas

"Judge Thomas is precisely the kind of jurist President Bush assured voters he
would select. He would take the Constitution seriously and apply the laws equally. We
eagerly await the beginning of many years of service by Justice Clarence Thomas."

July 2, 1991
' Wall Street Journal

. . . even those who have disagreed with him on policy grounds will concede that
his life, which began in extreme poverty, has been one of accomplishment. If confirmed,
he would bring to the court a range of experience not shared by any other sitting justice.”

July 2, 1991
 The Washington Post

"It is_said that the finest steel is tempered in the -hottest ﬁres If. true, Judge

.Cla.rence Thomas, President Bush's nominee for the U.S. Supreme Court, is a man of
fine steel. A child of poverty reared by grandparents in a tenement lacking indoor
plumbing, Judge . Thomas, through strength of character and with the devoted help of his
grandparents, has constructed for himself an exemplary life, a life that raises a standard
to which future generations of Americans may repair. . . . President Bush has clearly
found a nominee whose character, integrity and intellect equa.l those of Justice Marshall."

July 2, 1991
Dallas Mornin

"When Clarence Thomas paused yesterday to look back over an improbable life
that has taken him from poverty in the segregated South to the threshold of the Supreme
Court of the United States, he was suddenly so overcome with emotion that he couldn't
speak. It was a moment with deep emotional significance for the nation as well. . . .
Bush could have found many nominees who could have counted on easier approval by
the Senate. Thomas will probably require a harder ﬁght, but there is reason to think
he's worth it."

July 2, 1991
Chicago Tribune



"In tapping Clarence Thomas to fill the Suprcme Court seat of Thurgood Marshall,
President Bush has chosen one of the most promising jurists in the nation. Despite his
relauvely youthful 43 years, Mr. Thomas already has shown that he possesses a brilliant

mind and a commitment to public service in the best sense of that term. . . .
Pres:dent Bush has picked the right person. The Senate should move qmckly to confirm
Clarence Thomas."

~ July 3, 1991

"President Bush hashx:mde a superb choice in selecting Federal Appellate Judge
Clarence Thomas. . omas, the President has chosen a highly capable jurist who
has led an extraordmary and exemplary life. . . . [But] liberals don't believe blacks have
the same rights to adhere to whatever views they happen to espouse as do white
Americans. Democrats see blacks like Thomas as an affront to their firm faith that they
-- even if white -- 'know what's best for blacks.' . . . The Clarence Thomases of America
are believed to owe the nation an explanation as to why they oppose liberal orthodoxies.
. Thomas owes no one anything simply because he's black.”

o+ July 3,1991 . .
"His nomination acknowledges ‘the political diversity, often oVeﬂooked, among |
black Americans. . . . With the exception of the hearings over the nomination of Bork,

the Judiciary Committee has taken too much refuge in the pieties of Presidential
privilege of nomination and of protection of judicial 'independence,’ avoiding issues of
personal philosophy. . . . The Senate has the constitutional charge to examine his fitness.
And notwithstanding his commendable life experience, the Senate should examine him
with great thoroughness."

July 3, 1991
Miami Herald
"Thomas' legal training and political experience appear to qualify him for a seat
on the nation's highest tribunal. . . . Senator Metzenbaum is surely correct in hoping

to pin Thomas down on this sensitive area [right to privacy] of interpreting the
Constitution. Nonetheless, senators will labor under the same limitation as they did
during the Souter hearings: It would be wrong for senators to ask point-blank questions
about how Thomas would vote on a Roe v. Wade appeal. . . . Senators should stick to
asking Thomas about his constitutional reasoning, not his desired result.”.

July 3, 1991
Cleveland Plain Dealer



"Instead of viewing Judge Thomas' conservative philosophy in wonderment, we
should wonder why traditional civil rights leaders have abandoned it. . . . Since when
are blacks Uncle Toms for espousing the bedrock values of their grandparents? . . .
Attempting to deny blacks the diversity of political thought that whites take for granted
is itself racist. Clarence Thomas brings old-time, African American values of survival and
determination to the highest court in the land.”

July 3, 1991

"There is every reason for American blacks to welcome the new diversity that the
appearance of a black conservative intelligentsia represents. Not only does it afford a
choice between political parties and the policies they endorse, but it opens a new horizon
for opportunity. . . . If [black conservatism] starts spreading and blacks increasingly
discover that the answer for poor people is not welfare, public housing, quotas and
special treatment, the people who peddle, vote for and administer these programs will
find themselves in very serious trouble.”

July 10, 1991
Washington Times

| For more inf>rmation blease .contact the Office of Public Affairs éi the White House
202/456-2485. ' '
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" Justice Thomas

Judge Thomas's life 15 & niodel mean that race is a wholly irreievent
or all Americans.” President Bush consideration. As Mr. Thomas wrote
said yesterday as he honored both the in the Journal in 1987, ~*The Constitu-
highest ideals of civil rights and the tion, by protecting the rights of indi-
great principles of the emerging con- viduals. is colorblind. But a society
servative jurisprudence. Clarence cannot be colorblind. any more than
Thomas's record of achievement and men and women can escape their bod-
his well-developed judicial philosophy ies.” We would strongly oppose a law
make him more than qualified to join thyt mandates that one of the nine
:he Supreme Court. The combination Supreme Court seats must be held by
of who he is and what he believes a black. but it is also desirable that a
¢nuld make his nomination President President nominate a black who is so
Bush's most important domestic-pol- clearly qualified for the job. from the bench. He has written se:-
iy accomplishment. This is especially true here and eral important decisions, but we are
Judge Thomas's remarkable ca- NOW. Just as 1 nUrgouy maisuan sy especially impressed with his May 10
reer began when he overcame the bolized the generation that overcame gpinjon in Cross-Sound Ferry Services
hurdles of a life that started in the Jim Crow, Justice Thomas would .- /pterstate Commerce Commussion.
poverty of segregated rural Georgia. Serve as a beacon for a troubled gen- [ it, he addressed the key question
His independence was clear when he eration of minorities who deserve re- of standing—that is, when does a case . -
. ‘graduated frem Yale Law School in- minders of the importance of Strong rajse :the kind.-of. controversy. that .
“Tending to become a tax attorney. but families and education, “In my View. courts are supposed 10 decide. “When
refused to join the prestigious law only in America could this have been federal jurisdiction does not exist. fed-
firms that viewed him primarily as a possible.” Judge Thomas said yester- gra| judges have no authority to exer-
black. not as a gifted legal mind. (As day in accepting the nomination 10 the cise it, even if everyone~judges. par-
Dinesh D'Souza writes nearby. he in- post where he said he hoped t0 "be an tjes, members of- the public—wants
stead went to work in government for example to those who are where I the dispute resolved,” Judge Thomas
John Danforth. One irony is that was. and to show them that indeed. wrote. “The truistic constraint on the
Judge Thomas's refusal to become a there is hope. ‘ federal judicial power. then. is this: A
law-firm token means the American  Judge Thomas is another role federal court may not decide cases
: Bar Association may mark him down model as well. Many talented minorl- when it cannot decide cases, and must
for failing to practice law long ties and women have experienced the determine whether it can. before it
enough. double-edged sword of affirmative ac- may .~ Judicial restraint has rarely
Ralph Neas and People for the tion. Judge Thomas signaled at yes- peen so pithily expressed.
American Way claim to doubt Judge terday's press conference that he can  judge Thomas is precisely the kind
Thomas's commitment to racial be stoic in the face of taunts by those of jurist President Bush assured
equality. None of this will surprise Who refuse to believe that his accom- voters he would select. He would take
Judge Thomas. He also endured snip- plishments are his own. ~ the Constitution seriously and apply
ing from the pro-quota lobbyists dur-  Unlike David Souter. this nominee the laws equally. We eagerly await
ing his eight years as head of the has a long and distinguished paper the beginning of many vears of serv:
Equal Employment Opportunity Com- trail. From his wtitings and actions. jce by Justice Clarence Thomas.
mission. His years in the hothouse of We have no doubt that Justice Thomas
political Washington will serve him would join Antonin Scalia on the schol-
well during the nomination process arly and sometimes libertarian wing
and later in adjudicating the political of the conservative court. We would
issues that inevitably come to the Su- not be surprised if he gives the courta
preme Court. - greater understanding of economic
_ We would like to put everyone on liberties as one of the Founding Fa:
notice that those who say Judge thers’ more important civil rights.
Thomas was nominated to fill a racial  Judge Thomas has made very
quota run the risk of being labeled clear that he is of the judicial-re-
racists. Opposition to quotas does nut straint school that abhors leqislating
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Judge Thomas's Nomination

ed yesterday by President Bush to fill a

vacaacy on the Supreme Court. has been a

well-known and sometimes controversial fig-
ure in the government for more than a decade.
But even those who have disagreed with him on
policy grounds will concede that his life, which
began in extreme poverty, has been one of
accomplishment. If confirmed. he would bring to
the court a range of experience not shared by any
other sitting justice.

Conservative plack Republicans are 3 rate
breed. and Judge Thomas's performance in high-
visibility civil rights jobs in the Reagan and Bush
administrations was watched carefully. His ac-
tions in these positions will surely be the focus of

. the Senate Judicia Committee’'s inquiry, which
will begifi 000, ol . ;
The terrain is not unfamiliar, however. Only 18
months ago he went before the same panel to be
confirmed in his present positi h
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. Sen. Howard

JUDGE Clarence Thomas. who was nominat-

group
. gh thousands of documents
and was nevertheless able 0 persuade only one

"and loving home

other senatof to vote with him against the noMmina-
tion. This time the stakes are tugher and the
questioning will go beyond his record in the gov-
ernment to his broader judicial philosophy. Groups
that chose to sit out the last confirmation battle will
surely be involved this time.

Judge Thomas is the first person nominated to
the Supreme Court who was born after World War -
Il He is only the second black named to that
position. But it is his pe
u_mldbnngmemoai:nponmtelmmtddiv«-
sity to the court. Justice Thurgood Marshall, the

- only black to have served on the Supreme Court,

certainly knew discrifunation and adversity, but he
was the product of a stable. working-class family
living in Baltimore. Judge Thomas was raised @
rigidly segregated Georga by grandparents who he
says were functionally illiterate. Nevertheless, they
managed to provide him.a education, a.di '
_ "rvd the encouragement necessary - -
to convince him that he could

He said yesterday that he wanted to be “an
example to those who are where | wr™ |
court, he could be more. He could add. ° : chose
to, a welcome and much | sensitivity on
issues of race and poverty.
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'STRONG CHOICE

Judge Thomas is a man of integrity, ability

It is said that the finest steel is tempered
in the hottest fires. If true. Judge Clarence
Thomas, President Bush's nominee for the
US.-Supreme Court. is a man of fine steel. A
child of poverty reared by grandparents in a
tenement lacking indoor plumbingy Judge
Thomas, through strength of character and
with the devoted help of his grandpareats,
has constructed for himself an exempiary
life, a life that raises a standard to which
future generations of Americans may repair.

Like the man he has been chosen to suc.
ceed, Justice Thurgood Marshall. Judge Tho-
mas is black. Like Justice Marshall. he rose
through great personal effort and in the
face of obstacles that would have thwarted

lesser men. Unlike Justice Marshall, Judge -

Thomas has developed a view of life and law
-. that places greater emphasis on individual
* effort, -individual responsibility and the
. sanctity of law above race. These beliefs
have led him to oppose quotas and other af-
firmative action tools that grew out of the
civil rights movement.of the 1960s.

There will be an attempt by liberals who
believe that individuals are victims of
society's failings, and that special legal re-
dress is essential to overcome discrimina-
tion, to cast him as an “Uncie Tom" who has
adopted his conservative views from expedi.
ency, not conviction. No less an authority
than Alphonso Jackson. director of the Dali-
las Housing Authority, asserts any such alle-
gations would be pure bunk,

“Capable. competent and compassionate”
are the words Mr. Jackson. a man who
chooses his words with care. uses to de-

scribe his friend of 20 years, Judge Thomas.
“Judge Thomas is a man who believes at the
deepest level, justice must:be colorblind,” as-
serts Mr. Jackson. “He believes African-
Americans should use their economic power
to do for themseives rather than ask for
something they feel they are owed.”

While some might take issue with that
philosophy, any detractors will find it diffi-
cult to take issue with Judge Thomas' legal
abilities, his mental strength. his character
or his judicial temperament.

It will be hard indeed for even those sena-
tors who most vigorously disagree with
Judge Thomas' voluminous written record

. to fault a man who could climb from such

abject poverty through a then all-white sem-
inary school. through Holy Cross (on schol-

arships) and finally through' Yale Law'
‘School. It will be hard for a Senate Judiciary

Committee that voted 21 to 1 to confirm
Judge Thomas for the 1st US. Circuit Court
of Appeais to now find issues with which to
reject him for the high court. S

Although many justices have gone
through a metamorphosis from one ph;lego-
phy to another, Judge Thomas would o€gin
his tenure on the high court as an acknowi-
edged conservative. Many will find the stark
contrast with Justice Marshail offensive.
The goals of these two men. however. are
not so different. They both believe deeply
in justice. However different the roads they
would take to attain that justice. President
Bush has clearly found a nominee whose
character. integrity and intellect equal
those of Justice Marshall.

[
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A nominee with a mind of his own

When Clarence Thomas paused vesterday to look
back over an improbable life that has taken him from
poverty  the segregated South 1o the threshold of the
Supreme Court of the United States. he was suddenly
50 overcome with emoton that he couldn't speak. [t
was 2 mament with deep emotional signuficance for
the nauon as well. '

{t remunded us all that, at its best. this counury sull
stands for the belief that everv person should be al-
lowed to nse as high as his abilities will take him. That
1deal has not been realized in full in Amencan society.
but Thomag nomunation symbolizes our continued
comsuument to make it a reality, desptte senous and
sincere disagreements about how to reach that goal.

Critics quasuon whether the quota-bashing president
has embraced his own quota for the Supreme Court.
rtplanngabhdwimabhck.ﬂcvmmacmaal
point about the Supreme Court. which is that it serves
as guardian of our belief in “equal justice under law.”

When Lyndon Johnson named the first black jusuce.
Thurgood Marshail, in 1967. he provnded somethung
badly needect visible proof that the court. and the law.

are of, by and for the people—all the people. Today,

sad to sav, that fact sull needs affirmauon. )
It was rumored that Bush would pick a Hispanic for
-the’ job instead—a chowe that had obvious political

"' arracuons. " since Republicans are ‘far more lkely to.

attract ‘Hispanic votes than black ones. The Hispanic

who were mentoned as ibilities most likely -
udges possi that the

J

would have stirred little of the' controversy
independent-minded Thomas cerwainly will. [t took
courage tor Bush to set these consideraions aside.

There 1s much to be ieamed about the nomunee in
tus Senate confirmation heanngs, but he appears fully
qualified for the job. bringing a weaith of expenence
government unusual for someone of 43 vears. A Yale
Law School graduate. Thomas worked in the office of
the Missoun atrtomey general and on Capitoi Hill be-
fore joining the Reagan Educaunon Dcpanment as as-
sistant secretary tor avil nghts. In 1982 he became
chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Comumussion. and since last vear he has served on the
U.S. Court of Appeais for the District of Columbia

The comung controversy stems not_trom his creden-
tials or lus ability but his ideology. Thomas has been
an unvielding opponent of racial preterences and of
federal policies that he feels foster quotas. As head of
the EEOC. he rejected the old policy of treaung staus-
tical dispanues as proof of discriminauon. while scorn-
ing racial adjustments 1n aptitude tests as assumung
“some inherent wnferionty of blacks. Hispanxs and
other munonges.”

For these and other stands. he was attacked by liber-
al lawmaxers and organuzations. But hus views. whether
one agrees with them or not. were aot formed without
aﬁxllandde:ply.pasomlundumndtmefmepusht
of African-Americans. Senators and interest groups

.havé every right to' argue that' Thomas - wrong on
‘ many racial-issues; they would be unfair and ill-advised :

to suggest that he'is indifferent to racidl justice.

Bush could have found many nomunees who could
have counted on easier 3 by the Senate. Thom-
as will probablv require a harder fight, but there 1s

_reason 10 think he’s worth it
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Unqualifiedly qualified

n tapping Clarence Thomas to fill the Supreme
Court seat of Thurgood Marshall. President Bush
has chosen one of the most promising jurists in
the nation. Despite his relatively youthful 43

_ years, Mr. Thomas aiready has shown that he pos-
sesses a brilliant legal mind and a commitment to

_public service in the best sense of that term.

|77 M¥ Thomas' origins are humble. His family worked .

hard o enable him to go to college, and hie worked hard

as well In his st-:2ment w the press after Mr. Bush.

announced his nomination, he choked with emotion as’

he thanked his grandparents. his parents and the nuns
from his Catholic school days, “all of whom were ada-
mant that I grow up to make something of myself.”

That he did. He graduated from Holy Cross and
went on to Yale Law School. and when finished he went
to work for the Missouri attorney general, now Sen.
John Danforth. He made a lasting impression. “1 know
him to be an absolutely first-rate lawyer, and beyond
that. I know him to be a first-rate human being,” Mr.
Danforth has said. In 1977. M Thomas left govern-
ment to practice law in the private sector. for Monsanto
Corp., before rejoining Mr. Danforth as a legisladve
assistant in Washington in 1979. '

In 1981, the Reagan administradon named Mr
Thomas to head the civil rights division of the Educa-
tion Department. [n 1982, he went on to head the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission. where in the
course of eight years he compiled a distinguished rec-
ord of aggressive enforcement of anti-discrimination
laws in the workplace. In those years. he also developed
a reputation as a forceful proponent of equality of
opportunity. He championed the idea of a colorblind
Constitution and opposed racial quotas and other de-
vices that gave legal status to groups rather than indi-

viduals. He also forcefully opposed the intellectually
fashionable 1980s doctrine of equal pay for “compara-
ble worth,” a notion that. had it prevailed. would have
had judges setting pay scales for private and public
enterprises throughout the United States.

In 1990, President Bush named Mr. Thomas to the
Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia. He was

widely seen at the ime as a rising star and a likely -
contender for a Supreme Court seat. That. combiried
with his commitment to a colorblind society, meant he
was subjected o an unusually high degree of scrutiny
by political opponents. The American Bar Association
twice undertook full background investigations and
pronounced him “qualified.” Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Joseph Biden issued a demand for him
to produce thousands of pages of documents from his
EEOC years. If any of the senators were hoping to find
something to derail his confirmation, they failed to do
s0. .
Meanwhile. Democratic Sens. Sam Nunn. and
Charles Robb. convinced of his abilities, introduced
him to the Judiciary Committee and endorsed his
nomination. Mr. Thomas forcefully defended his rec-
ord at the hearing, and the only Judiciary Committee
member who opposed him was Sen. Howard Metzen-
baum.

In his year and a half as an appeals court judge, Mr.
Thomas has further distinguished himseif. He has
written firm opinions on criminal justice matters and .
is obviously sensitive to the proper role of the federal
courts.

President Bush has picked the right person. The

Senate should move quickly to confirm Clarence
Thomas.
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Clarence Thomas to the Gourt

President Bush has made a superd
cheice n se! Federal Appellate
Judge Clarence Thomas to fill the Su-
preme Court vacancy left by the reure-
ment of Thurgood Marshall

In Thomas, the President has chosen a
highly capable jurist who has led an ex-

tracrdinary and exemplnry life: he has
also designated a
relatively young
man, who should

meﬂublethalhuqmbnhdln-

a society that has become increasingly
committed to the policy of counting by
race Mcreover, we'd guess the answer
is yes — in the best possible way.

In choosing Judge Thomas. it would
seem the President was guided by origi-
nal (pre-quota, pre-race-norming) prin-
ciples on which the ntﬁrmnuvc-w.lon
idea was based.

The President made jure that black’
‘«and “Hispanic) applicants’ were in-

cluded in the pocl of potential nominess
for Thurgood Marshall's seal And why
not take pains to ses that blacks are
considered for high-profile posts va-
cated oy other blacks? This kind of af-
tirmative action — which doesnt sub-
vert existing standards of excellencs or
claim that such standards are irrele-
vamt — is something we. and most
Amencans, have long tavored

IMPRESSIVE RESUME

Is Thomas genuinely qualified? Well,
Yale Law School assistant attorney
general of Missoury assistant US sec-
retary of education for civil rights:
chairman of the US Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commismion; US. ar-
cuit judge for the District of Columbia.
along with private-sector legal expen-
ence and a sunt as a legislative asmst-
ant on Capitol Hili — all by the age of
437 That sounds pretty good to us.

But Clarence Thomas' worldview was
undoubtedly an even more central fac-
tor. Thomas shares with Bush a non-in-
terventionist . ing of the role
of the judiciary in Amencan life. The
nominee’s manifest uon to the no-
tion that judges should legislate from
the bench, his skepticism about the
liberal agenda — particularly as it per-
tains 10 improving the lives of biacks 1n
America — makes um a {irm ideolofn-
cal compatnot of the Fresident.

Thus. in evervy respect Thomas is a
lomcal choice. Moreover. it's safe 10 say
tne Amencan peopie want Thomas —
or someone like im — on tne court

When Presmdent Bush was eiected. it
was widely assumed that ne would have
Supreme Court appowntments 1o maxe
— and presidents are expected to name
judges who share their views. It would
Oe quite strange. after all. if George
Buan woa elecuon as a fepubucan-con-

servative and then normnated a liberal-

left Supreme Court judge.

As it happens, polls ahow that Ameri-
cans like the latest nomination — 54
percent deem Thomas himself a good
choice. according to an ABC poll (most
polled. not surprisingly, had never
heard of him prior to the announce-
ment; Federal judges don't have high
profiles) and 60 percent are happy Bush
chose a conservative,

So, all in all, Thomas' confirmation
will be a breeze — right?

Wrong.

It's aiready clear that the liberal/left
will do evervthing it can to prevent
Clarence Thomas from ascending to the
high court.

- DOUBLE WHAMMY

As the confirmation fight over Robert
Bork demonsirated. the Democratic
Senate does not reccgnize the nght of
the President to appoint jurists to the
Supreme Court simply because they are
qualified Some Democratic senators
have aiready hinted that they will Apply

various “litmus tests®
Judge Thomaa

And Thomas faces what might .bs |

called a double whammy. His nomina-
tion will b fought not just due to his
ideclogy. but because he's black,

Liberals don't believe blacks have the |

same rights to adhers to whatever
views they happen to espouse as do
white Americans. Democrats see blacks
like Clarence Thomas as an affront w0
their firm faith that they — even Y
white — “know what's best for blacks *

The Clarence Thomases of America
are believed to owe the nation an expla-
nation as to why they oppose liberal or-
thodoxies. Whites need not explain why
they ars conservative: that, nowever,
does not apply to blacks.

Indeed, yesterday's New York Times
made just this claim in an editorial
Thomas. said the Times, “owes the Sen-
ate and the public an explanation of
why he differs so smrongly with civil
rights advocates about the right reme-
dies for proven discrimunation.”

Well. we differ. Thomas owes no one
anythung simply because he's black To
suggest otherwise stnikes us as de-
meaning to him and insidious to the so-
cial fabric.

SENATE HEARINGS

Nevertheiess, we look forward to the
hearings. It will be fun to

watch white, wealthy, liberal senators
like Biden, Metzentaum and Kennedy
demand that Thomas — a black who's
experienced the pain of discnimunation
furst nand — “explain himselL" It will be

. enteruuning to watch these men inti-

mate that they — and not he — "know"
what's best for blacks.

Yes. we reaisze there will also be nasty
attack ads like those aimed at slander-
ing Rooert Brric But we suspect that
this ume, the ii:aens and the People for
the Amencan Way will fail and embar-
rass themsejves in the process.

In the meanume. we applaud Presi-

cnt Busa and congratuiate Judge !

nornas on nis apoowntment.
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Judge Thomas: On trial

candidate such as David Souter, this

time President Bush has nominated for

the Supreme Court a man about whom pub-

lic sentiments had crvstallized over the last
decade of his public career.

The symbolism of Clarence Thomas's

nomination is rich. His life as a black man

INSTEAD OF reaching for a “stealth”

who overcame deep poverty and prejudice _
. is a testament to.the power of the individ- -
' . ual, the historic strength of the extended

family in the black community, and the dis-
cipline of Catholic education. -

There, also, is the symbolism of main-
taining minority representation on the
nation’s highest court. And because of Mr.
Thomas's conservatism, his nomination
acknowledges the political diversity, often
overlooked, among black Amenicans.

However. to acknowledge the political
diversitv between judge Thomas and the
jegend whomn he would repiace. Thurgood
Marshall. is to acknowledge that politics
and personal beliefs influence the Court's
opimons. This Court has shown willingness,
recently even glee, at its new majority's
ability to modify or overturn its own prece-
dents, to parse the Constitution in quest of
1ts most constrained meaning.

This therefore puts a great burden on
the Senate Judiciary Committee. Judge
Thomas's judicial service began only In
1989. That's too short a record to show
how he resolves conflicts between personal
views and law, both statutory and prece-
dent. He does have a seven-vear record as
chatrman of the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission. and this record that
should be examined minutely.

At the EEOC. he created a firestorm of
controversy with statements deemed hos-
tile to established civil-rights laws. Oppo-
nents accused him of not pressing investiga-
uons and of ignoring age-discrimination
compiaints. He denies that his EEOC tenure
was less than vigorous: a full inquiry might

The Judiciary Committee
has taken too much refuge in
the pieties of Presidential
privilege of nomination and
of protection of judicial -
mdependence avozdmg

issues ~f personal philosophy.

reveal much about his attitudes toward laws
with which he disagrees.

A full inquiry also must address Judge
Thomas's attitudes.toward the *“‘unenumer-
ated” Constitutional rights. the rights that
Americans believe that they have but that
are not spelled out. One is the right of pn-
vacy, which the Court previously has used
1o overturn laws against contraception and
abortion. among other issues. The privacy
1ssue goes to the heart of self-determination
for women and to the power of government
to intervene in decisions of a most personal
and intimate nature.

With the exception of the hearings over
the nomination of Robert Bork, the Judi-
ciarv Committee has taken too much refuge
in the pieties of Presidential privilege of
nomination and of protection of judicial
‘independence,” avoiding issues of per-
sonal philosophy. The hearings on the nomi-
nation of Antonin Scalia were a case study in
politeness, and the result has been nearly
unbounded judicial activism. '

Ii confirmed, Judge Thomas. a mere 43,
could well influence Americans’ rights for
the next 40 vears. The Senate has the Con-
stitutional charge to examine his fitness.
And notwithstanding his commendable life
experience, the Senate should examine him
with great thoroughness.
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Judging the Thomas nomination

Politicians come and go with Washington's
quick election cycles. hut Supreme Court jus-
tices wield vast power for decades. Thus the Sen-
ate owes the nation a painstaking look at President
Bush's controversial choice to join the Rehnquist
Court: Clarence Thomas. a 43-year-old federal
appeals-court judge who hud served in sub-Cabinet
roles in the Reagan administration.

Thomas' legal training and political experience
appear to qualify him lur a seat on the nation’s
highest tribunal. But the Constitution gives the
Senate a solemn duty to “advise and consent” on

. {ifetime appointments to the: federal bench, and
- there is no need for a rush to judgment. The next"

Supreme Court session will not -begin until the
first Monday in October. leaving the Senate Judici-
ary Committee-and then thetull Senate ample
time to weigh Thomas’ credentials.

The nomination of Thomas. an ardent
conservative, is sure to disappoint those who

hoped to see Bush name a philosophical heir to re--

tiring Justice Thurgood Marshall, a towering fig-
ure in modern liberalism. Even if Bush was sure to
name a conservauve to succeed Marshall, Thomas
advocates a drastically different prescription for
black Americans: up-by-the-bootstraps individual-
ism. Marshall, by contrast. has championed group-
based; race-conscious remedies Lo overcome Amer-
ica's history of racial discrimination.

Thomas was only five vears old when Marshall
argued and won this century’s landmark case in
civil-rights law, Brown vs. Board of Education. in
1954. Thomas' progress out of poverty. working his
way through Holy Cross Coliege and Yale Univer-
sity Law School. is a modern-day Horatio Alger
story. But Thomas’ political philosophy as well as
personal history must come under Senate scrutiny.

As an aide in the Reagan-era Department of Edu-
cation and as chairman of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission. Thomas made no secret
of his disdain for civil-rights traditionalists.

Thomas' aggressive anti-affirmative-action posi-
tion antagonized most civil-rights activists, who
admired Marshall's approach. Moreover, advocates
for the elderly claim he ignored thousands of age-
discrimination complaints to the EEOC. The Judi-
ciary Committee must use its hearings to examine
Thomas' hostility to affirmative action, exploring
gis readiness to reverse Supreme Court prece-
ents.

Senators must also examine Thomas' views on
the most sensitive issue on the next term’s court
docket: the right to privacy and the right that

~stems.from it, the option of choosing safe, legal -

abortion.” Like last summer's Supreme Court
nominee, then-judge David H. Souter, Thomas has
had only a brief tenure on the federal bench and
has no widcly known opinion on abortion rights.

Sen. Howard M. Metzenbaum of Ohio, who
serves on the Judiciary panel, is surely correct in
hoping to pin Thomas down on this sensitive area
of interpreting the Constitution. Nonetheless, sen-
ators will labor under the same limitation as they
did during the Souter hearings: It would be wrong
for senators to ask point-blank questions about
how Thomas would vote on a Roe vs. Wade appeal,
which may arrive next term 1n challenges to the
anti-abortion restrictions imposed by Pennsylvania
and Louisiana. As they did in the hearings for
Souter and then-judge Anthony Kennedy. senators
should stick to asking Thomas about his constitu-
tional reasoning. not his desired result.

The Supreme Court. as the adage asserts, does
follow the election returns: Conservative Republi-
can presidents. having won five of the last six
clections. are exerting their power to shift the fed-
eral judiciary further to the right. But the Senate,
empowered 1o reject any nominee who is far out-
side the mainstream of politics and the law, must
ensure that Thomas has a well-reasoned reading of
the Constitution. -
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Judge Thomas brings values
that the nation can live by

larence Thomas. President Bush's nominee to the U.S. Su-

preme Court, was choked with emotion when he pad tnb-
ute to his grandparents. his mother and the nuns who taught
him to jump over the hurdies that stand in life’s wav.

His ston s dramatic. But it isn't eatraordinars . Thousands
of black Americans can speak of the stern. but canng parent or
grandparent who instilled this important messauc: You must
iend for vaurselves.

Indeed. such messaces help cxplain how black Amencans
survived slaverv and Jim Crow: They were taught not just to
endure indignities. but to nse above them.

Why. then. do we not hcar the same messates of sclf-help
and determination from the Ben Hookses of the world? Because
such “leaders” have preferred to stress their status as victims
rather than as stnvers.

Clarence Thomas has instead accomphished un extraordinary
feat: He has managed to bring with him the bedrock values and
principles he leamed as o child.

He did not discard them in the hberal halls of a faraway
university. He didnt succumb to the fashionable ideology of his
. day. Instead he reachced back into his grandfather's basket of -
values and said: The hard work and reliance .on-self that bited”
me fromv poverty can’ hit-millions more. Yes! there’s discnmina-

tion out there. But it can be overcome. -

Judee Thomus once said 1 an interview. “There's nothu:g .
vou can do to get past black skan. I don't carc how educated
vou are. how good vou are at what vou do.” .

His point was that discnmination might alwavs be with us.
o blacks should not waste time wating for it to vo away. The
chalienge is to overcome it. to work around it. to kecp it from
impeding success. :

Blacks he thinks. shouldn't accept the vicim's mentahity
that “I'm black. therefore | cant.” or “I'm black. theretare thes
won't let me.” His cuiding philosophy has been. “I'm black and
t'm discnminated against but | won't let discrimination beat me
down.”

It's not a new philosophy: Martin Luther King Jr. expressed
the same determination in his crusade aganst hatred. and thou-
sands of grandparents like Judee Thomas's have instlled that
Ie-guiding message i their grandchildren.

50 instead of viewng Judge Thomas's conscrvative phtloso-
phy n wonderment. we should wonder why traditional cwil
richts leaders have abandoned it.

And we should wonder why so many people consider such
messages — which have been basic to the sunival of black
Amencans — “conservative” to the point of labeling fudec
Thomas an “Uncle Tom.” Since when are blacks Uncle Toms
for espousing the bedrock values of their grandparents”

Nerther should we be quick to label every black an Uncle
Tom who challenges the prionties of the civil nehts establish-
ment. Attempting to denv blacks  the diversity of pohtical
tnoucht that whites take tfor granted s itself racist

Clarenee Thonms brngs old-time. Afncan Ameriean values
of surival and determmation to the highest court i the land
Toev are values that will serve the nation well
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Mr. Thomas and black conservatives

Thomas to the Supreme Court last week, Amer-

ican liberals have been jittery. They may or

may not be able to stop the Thomas nomination,
but they're beginning to realize that Mr. Thomas is not
the only black conservative on the block, that the truth
is that there are scads of American blacks who are
conservatives and the emergence of conservative
ideas among blacks is a major challenge to current
social policies. .

Ever since the advent of the civil rights movement,
conventicnal wisdom has been that most blacks were
liberals, and certainly voﬁngaram:m supported this
idea. Democratic presidential candidates have rou-
. tinely won 90 percent or more-of the black vote, and

Since President Bush's nomination of Clarence

virtually every- prominent_black- spokesman in ‘the

"‘country has: been on the left side of the spectrum.

Blacks have provided the Der.crats with a major part
of their electoral clout. | - '
- But in the past 10 years there has emerged a small
but vocal band of black conservative intellectuals, of
whom Mr. Thomas is one. They include names that are
generally not as well known as those of Jesse Jackson,
Benjamin Hooks, Coretta King, Andrew Young and
other members of the civil rights establishment, but
they've managed to get their ideas across.

The message of people like Jay Parker, Thomas
Sowell. Walter Williams, Alan Keyes, Glenn Loury and
The Washington Times' own late Lawrence Wade is
that the chief victims of the welfare state that liberal-
ism constructed have been the very people it was de-
signed  help, black and white. They have documented
and correlated the connection between dependence cn
the welfare state and the decline of the two-parent
family, educational failure and the rise of crime. Along
with other conservatives, they've found that reliance

_on the state hurts more than it helps.

There is every reason for American blacks to wel-
come the new diversity that the appearance of a black
conservatve intelligentsia represents. Not only does it

- afford a choice between political parties and the poli~ -
cies they endorse; but it opens a mew horizon for op- -

" portunity for Americans who have often been the vic-

tims of experiments to wy to prove the theories of
politicians and bureaucrats.

For that very reason, some people find the rise of
black conservatism incredible as well as threatening.
Jf it starts spreading and blacks increasingly discover
that the answer for poor people is not welfare, public
housing, quotas and special treatment, the people who
peddle, vote for and administer these programs will
find themselves in very serious trouble.

A



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

Delivered Friday, July 12, 1991 -- New York,-New York

EXCERPTS FROM.PREPARED REMARKS BY THE VICE PRESIDENT

ASSOCIATION FOR A BETTER NEW YORK\BREAKFAST

WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL

The hation's lafgest teacher's union, the NEA, met down in
Miami last week, and I'll sharé'with you some of their concerns. .
They came out in support of RU-486, the so-calied "abortion
pill"; they denounced the American military because it doesn't
:ailow:homosexuals; théy'came out for,gun:confrglf.and'they‘
expressed "grave concern" about the nomination of judge Clarence

Thomas.'

‘I wish the teacher's union and the educational bureaucracy
would spend more of their time working with ué to provide every
American child with a qualiﬁy education. But_really, think of
it: teacners taking on ClarenceuThomas, a man who is a living
exanple of the value of education, and the Ameriéan dream. They

ought to be proud of this outstanding Américan.

I certainly am proud to say that I know Judge Thomas, and
have for some years. By now, Americans everywheré are familiar
with Judge Thomas;s background. He was'born in poverty 43 years
ago, and raised by'his hardworking grandparents. His upbringing

was one of strong values: faith, compassion, hard work, self-



reliance.

Judge Thomas excelled in high échool, at Holy Cross College,
and Yale Law School. He has served in state government, and in
all three branches of the federal government. ~And he has never
forgotten his roots, or the aspirations of less fortunate
Aﬁericans. In his words, "The reason I becaﬁe a lawyer was to
make sure that minorities, individuals who did not have access to
this society, gained access. Now, I may differ with others as to
how best to do that, but the objective has always been to include

those who have been excluded."

Today Judge Thomas sits on the second *highest court in the
land -- the U.S. Court of Aﬁpeals for thé District .of Columbia
Circuit. The Senate confirmed him last year, with only two
senators in opposition. On top of that, Judge Thomas was
confirmed by the Senate three other times in the 1980s for

It

positions in the executive branch.

Unfortunately, some people are ignoring Judge Thomas's
credentials, his character, and his successful life. Instead,
because they don't believe he shares their political views,

- they've set out to attack him personally.

The long knives have been drawn. It will be a bifter,

tough, but successful confirmation fight. And in recent days
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we've gotten a preview of the battle:

o Columnist Carl Rowan said that "If you gave Thomas a little
flour on his face, you'd think you had David Duke talking."

o Congressman John Conyers said that a "black conservative is
a contradiction in terms." Maybe he should have a talk with
Judge Thomas's mother. As she puts it, "Black people don't
have to think alike, they don't have to look alike, they
don't have to talk alike. And that Clarence, he always did
have a mind of his own."

o A pro-abortlon leader said tha, conblrmlng Judge Thomas

:.would "set this country back 150 200 years "o o

o] Derrlck Bell, a professor at Harvard Law Schogl, said that
Judge Thomas "looks black" and "thinké white."

o A leader of the National Organization for Women vowed,
"We're going to 'Bork' him. We need to kill him

politically."

When you hear these kinds of extreme statements, you can't
help but think of the words of'the late Senator Robert F.
Kennedy: "What is dangerous about extremists is ... that they
‘are intolerant. The evil is not what they say about their cause,

but what they say about their opponents."

The confirmation process won'tbbe easy for Judge Thomas.

But he's been through tough times before. Remember: he started
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at the very, very bottom in the segregated south.

Some years back, Judge Thomas considered résigning as
Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission when his
opponents were attacking him. He went to his grandfather for
advice. And his grandfather told him to "stick up for what you
believe in." That, I am sure, is what Judgé Thomas will do. ' And

I believe he will be confirmed.



White House News Summary Monday, July 8, 1991
5:00 P.M. NEWS UPDATE “

THOMAS (AP) -- Sen. Mitchell said that President Bush's nomination 8

of Judge Thomas showed the President was "against quotas for every %
position except the Supreme Court." Bush has denied that race was

the reason he chose Thomas. But Mitchell said that contention was,

"to put it charitably, overstating the case." "Mr. Thomas may well ¢

be qualified and I may well vote for him but I think it is manifest a
on its face that was a criteria, a factor, in the nomination,"
Mitchell said. He said Bush opposed the use of quotas by "

"everybody but himself." Meanwhile, the White House formally
submitted Thomas' nomination to the Senate; Thomas began calling \l
on key senators who will be voting on his confirmation. ‘ L

(Reuter) -- A member of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission urged « 1‘
the Senate to reject the nomination of Clarence Thomas to the
Supreme Court, calling it an insult to those who fought in the -
civil rights movement. Mary Frances Berry, who was appointed to _a
the commission in 1980 after serving as an assistant secretary of
education in the Carter administration, said Thomas had been a
"time server" when he was head of the department's civil rights
office during the Reagan administration. v}

4
1

ENERGY PLAN/GAO (UPI) -- The administration has refused to disclose
working papers used in developing its National Energy Strategy,
raising questions about the soundness of the plan, congressional
investigators said. The investigators said the credibility gf
President Bush's energy plan also has been thrown into doubt
clear evidence that the administration has overstated the
environmental benefits of its energy policy recommendations.
Specifically, they said the administration is claiming its energy - !
plan will achieve environmental improvements that actually are
expected to flow from the new Clean Air Act passed last year. "We
believe that the administration and the Energy Department created l

e - w

appearances...that may hurt the credibility of the package that was X
developed," Judy England-Joseph, the GAO's associate director o

energy issues, told a House small business subcommittee. ‘
|

LEBANON/ISRAEL (Beirut/Reuter) -- Lebanese Prime Minister Kara{ '

said Beirut was counting on the international community to forc -

Israel to withdraw from its self-proclaimed security zone in south -
Lebanon. Asked about statements by Israeli officials that the
Lebanese army's crushing of Palestinian guerrillas in the south was

not enough for an Israeli withdrawal, Karami told reporters: "Do

you expect Israel to pull out from the south so easily? 1Israel -

tries to hold onto any land it enters." -y
(AP) -- The State Department called on Israel to abandon the ’

security zone inside Lebanon that has kept Palestinian guerrillas
from reaching their targets in Israel. The department said Israel
and Lebanon would be better off if the Lebanese army took over the
enclave. State Department spokeswoman Tutwiler said: "We believe
the security and safety of all the people of south Lebanon and
northern Israel can best be assured by a strong, effective central
government in Beirut."

8. AFRICA/NUKES (Pretoria/Reuter) -- South Africa signed the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. ###
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I Your Views

Selection
Of Thomas
Wise Move

TO THE EDITOR:

1 Hke your editorial, “Clarence
Thomas: At the Crossroads,” (duly
7), President Bush indeed hit

ome run, when he picked Thomas
to fill the Supreme’ Court vacancy
created by the resignation of Jus
tice Thurgood Marshall. ,

1 agree that Ted Kennedy would
ve & hard tme denouncing the

on the public's mind.
Sen. Howard Metzen-
um lecture Thomas about cont-
mitment fo the rights of nunm‘mr
\mericans, when Thomas is a ml-

home, poor, Wi odds of
cessful In “White America” compa- ‘
rable to those of winning the Call-
fornia lottery. ) -
And Joe Biden will think twice

ning Thomas oD his

geademic credentials when he grad- .

uated from Holy Cross College in.
Massachusetts, with honors.

The story about Thomas, in the

uly 2 issue of The Oklghoman entl-
tled, “Supreme Court Nominee's
gtory Classic of Success” Was
inspiraﬂonal_ to me. I

who th

re
showd read and re-read “Supreme
Court Nominee's Story Classic of
Success.” It might change thelir
Lives. . :
Bush has made 8 wise cholce in
nominating Thomas. '
' Tom Waken, Clty

P02



Judge Thomas: Skin Color

CLARENCE Thomas belleves
Americans will hever quite gt
avar the reelity of skin color, but
that race does not preclude minorl-
ty achlevement in America. Fur-
ther, he inslsts that the law itself
rust be color-blind,

After a career of distinction, he
| stands just outside the door of tha

U.8. Supreme Court. Standing ia

the door, between him and the

vench, is the U.S, Senate, which in

1097 rejected the best legal mind of

this generation, Robert Bork.

Last year, senators confirmed an

amiable New Englander, a white
! Anglo-Saxon Protestant, to be sure
! — and & conservative, besides. But
David Souter possessed the least
distinguished pre-Supreme Court
pedigres of any current justice oth-
gr than Sandra Day O'Connor, who
was confirmed unanimously in
1981,

So guess what Sen, George Mitch-
+ ell, D-Maine, and allies say ahout
' Judge Thomas? Why, obvioualy, he
i5 an example of & quotal Mitchell,
the Demotrat Senate majority lead-
. er who 18 himself a formey judge of

some distinction, ought to take & path

careful look at that assertion the
next time he is fying from Maine
to Waghington, D.C. gt taxpayers’

expanse.

1f this guy (Holy Cross undergrad-
nate degree, Yale Law School, stafl
lawyer for a major American com-
pany, staffer in the leglslative
bratich, head of an indepspdent ex-

ecutive branch agency, a federal !

judge for 16 months more then Sou-
ter) is a quota, then apparently no
person of color whose philosophy is
to the right of George Mitchell, re-
gardless of how distinguished a ca
reer they have fashioned, can ever
measurs up.

Judge Thomas regponded briefly,
in the July 1 press conference with

President Bush, to assertions he -

was nominated because he is black:
“f think a lot worse things have
been said. I disagree with that, but
I'll have to live with &t."

Hig views are powerfully ex-
pressed and capabls of nuances
you'll never find in the writings of,
say, Thurgood Marshall. The prob-
lem ilberal partisaps have with
Judge Thomas i his advocacy of
old-fashioned American values,

rather than the contemporary ver-
gion of the liberal agenda. In a 1987
speech af the Heritage Foundation
in Washington, D.C., he expressed 3
philosophy millions of Americans

share:

“] thought my grandparents were
too rigid ... (but one of thelr often-
atated goals was to raige us go that
we stand on our ‘own fwo feat,
This was not thelr societal poliey, it
was their family policy — for their
family, not those nameless families
that politicians love {e whine
about,

“The most compassionate thing
they did for us was 10 teach ua to
fand for ourselves and to do that in
an openly hostile environment. In
fact, the hostility made learning the
lesson that much more urgent. It
made the difference between free-
dom and Incarceration: and
death: alcoholism and sobriety. The
evidence of those who failed
shounded, and casualties lay every-
whers, But there were also many
examples of uccess — all of who,
according to my grandfather, fol-
lowed the straight and narrow

ath,
“{ was rased to survive under

P01
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the totalitarianism of segregation,
not only without the active assls-
tance of gavernment but with ite
active opposition. We were raised
to survive in spite of the dark op-
pressive cloud of governmentally
sanctioned bigotry. Self-sufficiency
and spiritusl and emotional securi-
ty wers our tools to carve out and
secure froedom, Those who attempt
to capture the daily cotnseling,
oversight, common $ense, and vi-
slon of my grandparents in a gov-
ernmental Program are engaging in
gheer folly.”

Nelther David Souter nor Sandra
Day O'Connor have ever written
with such power and authority.
And, neither Souter nor O'Connor
had a preparation for the High
Coutt compereble to Judge Clar-
ence Thomas. Yet, they were con-
firmed eastly, and Judge Thomas
faces building opposition.

Why? Becausé he's black. Per-
haps Judge Thomas was right —
gkin color will always matter. But
right now, it matters more to the
liberals in the Senate then to the

conservatives.

Patrichk B, McGuigan 1o chief odjtorial writ:
o for The Oklahoman.
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Clarence Thomas: An American Tale

LARENCE Thomas — Pres}

dent Bush's nominee to the
U.S. Supreme Court — remembers
how clear his grandfather, Myers
Anderson, was in explaining expec-
tatfons that Clarence and his youn-
ger brother (also named Myers)
had to obey the Franciscan sisters
who taught them at St. Benedict's
Grammar School in Georgla in the
18308 )

The lessons of thoge Roman Cath-
olie nuns were reinforced at home,
Judge Thomas once told me, “One
day I came in complaining about
something one of the nuns had
sald, He said to me, ‘When it comes
to your grandmother, and those
nuns, you're always wrong, You're
always wrong.' " That was the end
of that topic.

Indeed, “Clarence entd his brother
missed one-half day from school
during the entire time they lived
with their grandparents. Education
was seen as the key to a better wa
of life. Clarence’s grandfather felt
that Catholic schools were better
because there was corporal punish-

ment, discipline, and uniforms. He
didn't see how & child could be

taught without these” Clarence's

sourl, now a Republican U.S. sena-
tor from that state. Clarence was
“Impressed by Danforth's_sincerity
and honesty. ... (H)e promised Clar-
ence that he would treat him the
same as everyone in the offlce.”
Clarence took the job Danforth
offerad in 1974, a lawyer's dream.
“The work was endless, the staff
was small, apd there was no bu-
reaucracy in the office, It was per
fect for @ young attorney. Three
days after belng sworn n &s a
member of the Missouri bar, Clar-
ence argued his first case before
the Supreme Court of Missouri.”
Thus was Clarence Thomas start:

rists, for the swearingin of Clar-
ence Thomas as a member of the
federal judiciary.

In brief remarks that were a
study in classic understatement,
Judge Clarence Thomas made sure
to thank “my best buddy” — his
teen-age son, Jamal — and his wife,
Virginia (Ginny). The crowd grew
still, as he introduced three of the
puns who had taught him. They
were gltting there on the front row
with his family (and each later
would tell those who agked, “Clar-
ence wag always special").

He told the assembly it was &

}
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nearly-petfect day for him. There
was only one thing; “1 just wish my
grandfather was alive to see this,”
Belief brought & later reflection: "I
guess he can see it. I guess he can.”

A e e e o

Washington, D.C, They gathered in :E:"i é"b’x‘eérf‘: 5",:."%1'?: I"‘?xa'ﬁ%'h’:l:&”‘:a“
- an gublia while TV

the ceremonial courtroom, be- weticle Mebulgen putraned o antion s Fam:

g
decked with portraits of notable ju- 1y, Law & Democrscy Report.

ed on the path that would lead to
his nomination to the nation’s high-
est court.

Fifteen months ago, women and
men of every Y?u cal and racial
hue packed the U.S. Court House In

grandmother, Christine, was a Bap-

tist who supported her husband's
regimen, but occaslonally inter-
vened to soften his strictness,

Clarence's education continued at
St. Pius X High School. He trans-
farred in 1964 to 8t. John Vianney
Minor Seminary near Savannah.
“At &t John's, he was the only
black student in his ¢lass. ... One
indication of what his classmates
thought of his efforts can be
gleaned from a statement which
they placed under his yearbook pic-
glél:E:" ‘Blew that exam, only got a

After studying for the priesthood
for one year, he transferred to Holy
Cross College in Massachusetts,
graduating with honors.

When he Interviewed for jobs
with law firms during his third
year at Yale Law School, he “con-
fronted an old nemesis, racial dis-
crimination, Though he had done
well in law school, he was Interro-
fated about his performance in col-
ege, high school and even gram-
mar school. The Interview process
tended to be insulting and conde-
scending. The obvious assumption
was that Clarence was not ag good
a8 his white classmates, even if his
law school grades were higher.”

He interviewed with John €. Dan-
forth, then attorney general of Mis-
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Workers, Jackson, Marshail, Thomas

HE Rev. Jesse Jackson

will do what he thinks
is right, in the mattor of
Judge Clarence Thomas’
nomination to the U.S. Su-
preme Court. But if Jack-
son, opposes Thomas,
Jackson will be wrong.
aven If he thinks he is
right.

Jackson issued a state-
ment the other day saying
that retired Justice Thur-
good Marshall's position
on the U.8. Supremec
Court should go to some-
one who has the same
views as Marshall on atfiyr-
mative action, civil liber-
ties, women’s righta and
worker's rights.

Jackson says ‘‘Unless
Judge Clarence Thomas'
views have changed, he
does not represent that
tradition. The Senate ...
must look for the standard
and the heritage of Justice
Thurgeod Marshall to be

nratactad.” Jackson oh-

mate, Justice Marshall, on

the subject of political use -

of compulsory union dues,
Committed to the rights

of individual workers — -
not merely the rights of -

union leaders -— Brennan

wrote the majority opin- |
ion in the landmark Beck

decision, which upheld . :

the right of dissenting

union membhers to obtain -
refunds of compulsory -~

dues used for political
chdds not related to repre-
sentation of members in
negotiation with manage:-
ment.

No one knows (Clarence
Thomas' views on Beck,
but that's not the point.
The point is that Supreme
Court justices draw fine
Iinoes, mul make distine
tions, every time they
rule, Soimetimes even
philosophical allies dis-
agree with one another.,
Generally thosz disagree-
mmnts ara friendlv. Occa-

P02
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.reacting to

rotected,”” Jackson ob-
ects to labels, but he is
Clarence
Thomas in the manner of
any garden varlety leftist
Democrat.

Does Jesse want to turn
back the clock, putting the
U.8. Supreme Court of
gbout 1068-82 (when Mar-
shall wrote a lot &f major!-
ty decisions) under glass,
preserved inviolate for all
time?,

Jackson's desire merely
to clone Marshall is dead
wrong: In decisions over
the yeaprs they served to-
gether on the high court
(before his own retirement
in 1990), former Juystice
William Brennan parted
company with his friend
and philasophical soul-

monts arc triendly. Ucca-
sionally, the verbiage in

conflicting judicial opin- |

joiis can get rather heat-
wd,

The development of law
is precisely about conflict-
ing analyses. The law

gains life from the blend- :

ing of those views in ma-

jorlty opinions — .and

from dissenting opinions

which somaetimes become

the basis for later majori-
ty opinions.

A ftriendly guestion for

Joegae
Bronnan and Thurgood

Marshall could disagree -

Jackson: If Bill:

on some things, Isn’t it
permissible tor Thurgood

Marshall and Clarence

Thomas to disagree on

some things?

T e

Extended Page
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No Religious Test

THINGS are getting nas-
ty in the confirmation
pattle of Clarence Thomas
to the Supreme Court. Vir-
ginia Gov. Douglas wil-
der, who is black, admits
Thomas, wha is also
plack, is “‘qualified” and
likely to get confirmed.

wilder says the nominee
should say how he will
vote on abortion — but
that would violate judicial
ethics, Wilder's comments
get worse: “He's indicated
he's a very devout Catho-
lic, and that issue ls be-
fore us. The question is:
How much allegiance does
(Thomas) have to the
pope?”’

WwWilder’'s comiments are
cld-fashioned bigotry.
There are diverse views
among Catholics, just as
in other faith communi-
ties, The church leader-
ship is strongly pro-life. It
also has argued against
‘capital punishment and in
favor of protection for the
private sector jobs of even
those employees who go

on strike,

In America, Catholic and
other church leaders
speak out on a variety of
important social policy
questions. This is appro-
priate and protected activ-
ity under the First
Amendment of the Consti-
tution.

Folks in the pews, in
Catholic as in all denomi-
nations, often agree with
religious leaders, and
sometimes disagree. Cath-
olics do not give up their
right to agree or disagree
with religious leaders
when they enter public
life.

Further, the U.S. Consti-
tution in Article VI explic-
itly forbids the kind of
questioning Wilder wants
Senators to pursue: “(N)o
religious Test shall ever
be required as a Qualifica-
tion to any Office or pub-
lic Trust under the United
States.” :

Wilder should Dbe
ashamed of himself.

P03
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Clarence Thomas: At The Crossroads

PRESIDENT George
Bush hit 2 home run,
going to the strength of
the judicial line-up when
he picked Judge Clarence
Thomas to fill the Su-
preme Court vacancy cre-
ated by the resignation of
Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall,

Perhaps the nhation can
be spared from Sen, Ted
Kennedy, D-Mass.,, de-
nouncing this nominee as
insensitive to the rights of
women. Perchance Sen,
Howard Metzenbaum, D-
Ohlo, will not lecture
Thomas about commit-
ment to the rights of mi-
nority Americans. It is
conceivable that Sen. Pat
Leahy, D-Vt., will restrain
gquestions about this
man’s ability to under-
stand the aspirations of
non-white citizens. Maybe
Joe Biden, D-Del., will
stop himself before ques-
tioning the Yale Law
School graduate’s academ-
ic credentials. _
_tMaybe. But don’t bet on
it.
Clarence Thomas’ prob-
lem is not that he is a
judiclal conservative with
libertarian leanings. His
problem with Hberal Dem-
ocrats in the U.S. Senate
is that he is not a liberal,
and that he thinks judges
should judge, and legisla-

tics — male or female,
biack, brown, yellow, red
or white — but insisted on
handling esach case indi-
vidually, worthy of just
resolution, Judge Thomas
opposes racial quotas in
any aspect of public poli-
cy, which raises the ire of
some in the permanent
Civil Rights Establish-
ment,

When nominated to the
bench in 1989, Thomas
managed to attract the
support of some liberals,
and some elements of the
civil rights community.
Those individuals respect-
ed his intellect and com-
mitment to government
correctives when clear vi-
olations of equal employ-
ment opportunity had oe-
curred.

Conservatives admire
Thomas' climb to the pin-
nacle of the legal profes-
sion, and his commitment
to the philosophy of judi-
cial restraint held by Ron-
ald Reagan’'s and George
Bush’s prior court nomi-
rees.

Americans with no par-
ticular judicial ax to grind
may simply find inspiring
the life story of a man
born in poverty in Pin-
point, Ga., approaching
now his own version of
Robert Bork's ‘“‘Bloody
Crossroads’ — where pol-
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DIVLLAUL JUUEE, allU LEKIDIAT
tors should legislate.
Judge Thomas aggres-
sively enforced individual
rights during his tenure
as chairman of the Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission, He refused
to treat citizens as statis-

Wwiussluaus — wilwi'e pul-
itics and the law intersect.
God Dbless Clarence

Thomas. God hless the

man who nominated him,

]
|

and the Senate which will '

confirm him. As he reach-
es the crossroads, he
won't be alone.

Extended Page
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Grandfather Myers and Clarence

HE birthplace of Clarence

Thomas — George Bush's
nominee to replace Thutgood Mar-
shall on the U,S. Supreme Court —
is more urbanized than i was at
the time his life began in 1848
“Drums and Shadows,” a study of
blacks in QGeorgla, describes the
then-rural town of Pinpoint this
way!

“Plnpoint, a Negro community
ghout nine miles southeast of 8a-
vahnah, 1s scattered over some
twenty or thirty acres on a penin-
sula overlooking Shipyard ek,
Many of the small wooden cabins
are neatly whitewashed and are
half hidden by shrubbery and
spreading oaks. Flowers and vege
tables are planted in the most ad-
vantageous sunny spots near the
houses and most yards ara enclosed
by plcket fences, giving a cozy an
pleasant privacy. The lawns, little
more than wagon tracks, twist in
and across the settlement. The in-
formal and haphazard scattering of
the houses, with high shrubbery
bordering the Jawns, gives an effect
that 15 pleasing and unusual,

“Pinpoint has a church, a pavil-

" lon on the tidewater creek, and a

crab cannery. The men and women
wha do not work as domestic ger-
vants at the nearby country riaces
find employment in the crab can-
nery or fish and crab and shrimp
for themselves, The life is quiet,
sonthed by the emell of salt marsh,

"

"“The people are, almost without

. " exception, black or dark skinned,

.-y —

proud, upstanding and,loyal, suspi-
clous of etrangers but genarans and
rusting friends, .."

Evegntually, Clarence's mother
took him, his big sister and youn.
ger brother to Savannah, where
thelr environment was worse. In g
story abont his life published two
years ago in the Family, Law &
Democracy Report, the tenement
where the family lved {8 described:
“The wooden structure had votted,
the tollet itself was always filthy
and legked sewage Into the back-
vard, Thers was a small kerosene
stove in the room for heat. Clar-
ence usually slept on a love seat
while his brother slept in the hed
with their mother, Their mother
worked Ion‘%ohours-as a mald, for
820 evary two weeks, She left early
In the mornlng and returned at the
end of the day.”

In 1855, the impoverished single

d Without mother or father,

mother sent Claren;g and hig
brother, young Myers, to live with
their maternal grandparents,
Myers and Christine Anderson,
who raised him. Grdhdfather
Myers was 4 working man with
three years of formal schooling, al-
though "he made it very clear that
in those three years he learnsd
nothing since he was only allowed
t0 attend school for a small fraction
of the school year,” He did Jearn to
read and write well enough to get
by &5 &n adult,

Growing up, Clarence heard
stories that formed his character:
“Clarence’s grandfather often told
stories of how they had to hunt,
fish, farm, and do ‘plece’ work for
neatby whites in order to survive,
Myers Anderson’s very.hard life,

?"ho educa-
tion, and in an era of segregation
and Jim Crow laws, was & domi-
nant influence on the way he ralsed
his grandsons, They had to learn to
work and to survive, no matter
what happened in the world,”

Logal and cultural separation of
the races was the reslity of Clar
ence's young world: One incldent
came “when they were traveling
from Savannah to the farm in Lib-
srty County. As was customary,
they stopped for gasoline. His
grandfather asked whether his wife
could use the rest room. The atten.
dant said there was no ‘colored’
restroom. Clarence's grandfather
loudly and forcefully told the atten-
dant that if his wife couldn't use
their rest room:, he couldn't use
theit gas, And, they sped off and
stopped at & gas statlon with a ‘col-
ored’ restroom. This was the reality
in which Myers and Christine An-
derson were determined to raise
two hoys who could do for them-
selveg”

Those years formed the charag-
ter of Clarence Thomas. In the win-
ter of 1957, his gragdfather "decid-
ed to build a house on the family
farm land that had lain fallow for
quite some time, When he said he
would build eomething, he meant
exactly that. He had previously
built the house in which they lived
in Savannah and several of the
houses which he owned in the
nelghborhood, Clarence and his
brother were required to work
closely with him to build the houge
carrying cinder blocks, mixing ce.
ment, ete. In the spring of 1958,

with the house completed, they be-
gan to farm, Each year they cleared
more and more land to plant and
cultivate. They also raised chick-
ens, pigs, and cows, They built ga-
rages, barns and a wire fence
around a hundred acres or s0. Inl-
flally, thelr grandfather plowad
with a horge and mule, with Clar-
ence and Myers following him, Lat-
er heghought an old Ford tractor.

“Then Clarence and Myers began
to du quite a bit.of plowing at the
age of 13 ot 14..They also used the
tractor to haul loge and to cut and
rake hay. Aside from plowing with
a tractor, the rest of the farm work
was done manually. They worked
from ‘sun-up to sundown' with an
hour to an hour and a half for
Iunch, The extended lunch breaks
were necessitated by their grandfa-
ther's nap after lunch, Myers An.
derson helleved, to his grandson's
chagrin, that the sun should not
catch anyone still in bed. Everyone
should start work as soon as there
was enough daylight to ses.”

The emphasis was on plain,
“old-fashioned” hard work. At
times, "It seemed hapsh, Clarence's
grandfather repeatedly warned his

grandsons that if they didn’t work'

they didn’t eat. And, on almost &
‘daily basls he would remind them
that his goal wes to ‘rajge them
right' and teach them ‘to do for

PM&M Thurs:ciay, July 4, 1991 The Daily Oklahoman

yourselves.,' To his grandparents’ .

way of thinking, their grandsons
had to be self-sufficient, especially

in an environment in which the g
odds all seemed fo be agatnst them,

The objective often seemed to be x

learning how to lve, without com-

Ing Into contact with or relying on %!

2 hostile, segregated world,”

Chrietine Anderson, a .Baptlst,
was the “guwi, caintv woman”
married to this flerce, demanding
black Catholic. Every morning,
“‘she greeted them with their lunch,
hot breakfast; and gospel musle
from the radio station. She, too,
worked constantly,” And, Christine
supported her husband's decision
to send Clarence to St Renedict's
Grammaik School, a segregated
Catholic’ school where the Francis-
tan nung would round out the
character formation Myers had
started,

Patyioit B, McOuigan 1a chief adltoria) writ-
8r fur The Ohishumon. Unlpts otherwise noted,
all quotations above ate from “The Clarenon

UmaA tus?.“ an article MoGulgun pub-
g;g:dciuw 3 \;’l,nln ‘;'J"“?' ga editor of the

asp Fgun
Damocracy anurt. on's Fazlly, Law &
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\icle is adapted from an essay
“which appeared in the QOote-
ber 1989 issue of the Free

Congress Foundation’s Fami. '

¢ 1y. Law & Democracy Report,
+The Oklahoman's chief edito-
irial writer, Patrick B, MeGui-
«gen, was editor of the news-
etter at the {me,
¥ Man
“Hife of Judge Clarence
'Thomas,  President
»George Bush's- nominee

ifor the U.S. Supreme.
tCourt, the classic rags-to-
Sriches American success -

1gtory.

2 Clarence Thomas was

«Dorn on June 23, 1948, in

»a small wood-frame house

toutside Savannah, Ga.

:The house was owned by

sAnnie Crawford, his

syoung mother’s aunt. He
iwas brought into this

{world by a midwife, His

birth certificate reads

isimply that he was born
yin Pinpoint, Rural. Clar-
jence’s father laft while he
awas still a toddler, Clar-
rence would see him onl
xonce during his child-
ihood, at age 9. '

« For the first 6'% years
sof his Hfe he lived in that
. fsame house in Pinpoint
4with his mother, her aunt
¢and uncle, together with
:.;his older sister and youn-
¢ger brother, Myers, Al
+though development
i threatens the existence of
;%npoh:it todlay. gg thte late
« 408 and early '50s it was
* windeed rural.y
# The house in which he
vand his famlly lived was
celmple, but always neat
~and pleasant,

Thomas started the first
grade in September 1954
at segregated Haven
Home School, Brown v,
Board of Education was
decided that same year,
About midway through
the, school year, Thomas'

Supreme Court
Nominee’s Story

» EDITOR'S NOTE: This ar- ,"

will consider the

Classic of Success

'They lived in one room
of a tenement, There was
a common kitchen. The
kitchen floor consisted of
old linoleum on the
ground. There was an old
gas stove that rarely
worked and the old ice
box In the upstalrs hall
rarely had ice in it There
was also a common toilet
outside, Thomas complet-
ed the first grade at Mor-
ance Street School. He
had poor attendance and
often wandered the
streets of Savannah,

In the summer of
1955, Clarence and his
brother went 10 Hve with

their maternal grandpar-

ents, Myers and Christine

Anderson. Their grand-

parents had an ics-deliv.

ery and fuel of! husiness,

Their grandmother had a

sixth-grade education and

their grandfather had
one t0 the third grade.

e learned how to read

and write a Httle after he

became an adult.

Thomas’' grandfather

was a proud, disciplined

man who believed that ev-
eryone who could work
should work. He never
knew his father, and his
mother died when he was

9 years old, He had lived
with his grandmother,
who according to him was
freed from slavery as a
young girl,

Clarence and his broth-
er worked with thelr
grandfather on the ofl
truck or at whatever he
was doing when there
was no need to deliver oil,
During the school
months, they were re-
quired to be dressed and
ready for work by 8 p.m.
School ended at 2:30 p.m.
There was always work to

be done: in the yard, on
old honger that thair

. were honest, h

pr————

the weary.
Myers Anderson be-
lieved strongly in the

. maxim “early to bed, ear-

ly to rise” He usually
went to bed between B
and 8 pam. and rose be-
tween ¢ and 4 am. If his
grandsons occasionally
were fortunate enough to
sleep surreptitiously until
7 or 8 a.m,, he would ob-
serve that they must have
thought they were rich.
‘And, he would lecture .
them that a poor man
could not afford to sleep
that late. '
. ‘Thomas’ grandparents
work-
ing and deeply religlous
geggle. They believed that
ard work and decency
were indispensable. For

. example, at no time could
: the grandsons refuse to,

do an errand for any
neighbor, Adults were to

- be addressed in a respect-
v fual

manner: ‘‘Yes,
ma'am"; “Yes, sir"; ""Miss
Gladys"; “Cousin Bee,”
At no time was a child
permitted to debate an
aduit,

" Christine Anderson was
a quiet, saintly woman.
She would often intercede
with her husband on be-
half of thelr two grand-
sons, Her most constant
instruction to her grand-
gons was, "Say your
prayers,” _

Myers and Christine en-
rolled Clarence and his
brother in St. Benedict's
Grammar School, a segre-
gated Catholic’school, Al-
though the physical plant
was old, the education
was rigorous, Franciscan
nuns taught them, Educa-
tion was the number one
priority. No excuses,

The nuns stressed the
inherent eguallty of all
people, and pushed the

nbvidnmén  éa avaal  §4
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From 1962-84, 'I'h0tuas
attended St Pius X High
School for the ninth and
10th grades. St. Pius X
was also segregated and
also taught by the Fran-
clscan nuns, In 1964,
Thomas transferred to St.
John Vianney Minor Sem-
inary near Savannah, He
repeated the 10th grade in

- order to take three years

of Latin. He finished his
high school education
there in 1967,

For 1067-68, his fresh.
man year in college,
Thomas attended Immac-
ulate Conception Semi-
nary in Missouri. He
transferred to Holy Cross
College in Massachusetts
for his sophomore year
and graduated with
honors in 1971, There, he
helped found the Black
Students Union, and
servad as an officer for
three years, He worked in
the Free Breakfast Pro-
gram and tutored In the
Worcester community.

From 1971-74, Clarence
attended Yale Law School
with the intent of return-
ing to Savannah. He
worked for New Haven
Lepal Assistance during
jaw school and summers
of 1971 and 1972, .

During his third year in
law school, Clarence de-
cided not to return to Sa-
vannah as he had Ol‘lgl-
nally planned. Since he
was married, and had a
child and student loans,
hs reluctantly inter-
viewed with law firms,

Ultimately, John C.
Danforth, then attorne
general of Mlssourd, of
fered Clarence a Job in his
office. Clarence sat for
the Missouri bar in the
summer of 1874,

In August of 1974, Clar-
ence and his family
moved to Jefferson City,
Mo, The job in the attor-

- mppewnile Alfan verne



‘brother and

cousin
burned their house down,
As a result, Thomas and
his brother moved to Sa-
vannah to live with their
mother.

their young .
accidentally

oid houses that thelr
grandparents owned,
maintaining the trucks
and car, painting, roofing,
plumbing, ete,

On Saturdays, if there
was 110 oll {0 be delivered,
the car had to be washed,

the lawn cut, the hedges

trimmed, the yard
tleaned, shoes polished,
and so forth. To Clarence
and young Myers, there

. Seemned to be no rest for

students to ~excel. -At
home, at school, and at
church, Clarence was
constantly pushed and en-
couraged to perform and
achieve — no matter what
the odds were,

n aan p 2

Extended F’agem 3.1
ney general's office was
evgn?thing it had been
billed to be, Clarence
Thomas was started on
the path that would lead
him to a nomination to
the U.S, Supreme Court,
the nation's highest judi-
cial panel, and the sum-
niut of the legal profes.
sion,
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Person: The Boston office of the Anti~Defamation League in conjuaction
with ADL's national office today ca.utioned those commenting on
the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomag to stick to the isauesn

ONARD
Ewmwnm?fm: and avoid irrelevant allusions to his religious beliefs,
PEARL T. MATTENSON

Asvoctaty Direcior for Educaiion
CHERYL CUTLER . In a statement {ssued in New York, Abraham H, Foxman, ADL'g
Azxocigre Dirmiar .
" SALLYGReEnmgrg ~National director relected suggestions that Thomas'sg ability to
"Civil Rights Dirwetor
NANCY BLECHER judge fairly and impartially has been tainted by virtue of hig
TR Catholie upbringing.
BARBARA KOSOQVSKE
BONNIE SHELKROT
mmmamuwom:
FLEN BETTMANN ¥r, Foxman noted that abortion and the constitutional right
A World of Difference

to privacy will be key issues in the upcoming Senate Judiclary
Comnmittee confirmation hearings. ‘

"We believe it fiteing and appropriate to examine in detai’
Judge Thomas's views on these and other controversial issues,®
the apL leader saiqd, "But referencea to his religlon ag
Yeflecting upon his qualificationa can only be viewed as an

invitation teo religious prejudice which must be rejected out of
hand."

Jul 10,91 16:08 No.002 P.0O3
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ADL New England Regional Director, Leonard Zakim stated that,
"whatever questions or differences individuale and organizations

may have openly with Judge Thomas' record and views on any or

a1y Subjects and the ADL has them, should not sutomatically

include or provoke a ."kne'e-jerk" suspicion of his credentials,
views or worthiness becauge he is & Catholic. He ghould neither

be supported or opposed because he is Catholie.®

Repeated allusions to his faith by some in the media, politics
or others as a cause of concern, in and of itself, must be
firmly rejected and condemned ap rooted in ingensitively anti-
Catholic Dbigotry, Virginia Governor Douglas Wilder's
quéétioninq of how much allegiance does Thomas have to the Pope

amacks of such higot{ry and sentiments like this should not only
offend Catholics but aill Americans,



TALKING POINTS

"Judge Thomas' life is a model for all Americans, and he's

earned the right to sit on this nation's highest court."
President Bush nominating Judge Thomas
July 1, 1991

Judge Thomas was chosen because of his fidelity to the
constitution and the rule of law. These qualities, coupled
with his education and experience, will make him an
exemplary Justiée of the Supreme Court.

As Judge Thomas told the Senate Judiciary Committee: "The
reason I became a lawyer was to make sure that minorities,
individuals who did not have access to this society, gained
access. Now, I may differ with others as to how best to do
that, but the objective has always been to include those who
have been excluded." '

Judge Thomas was appointed by President Bush in 1989 to the .
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia.
Prior to that he served under President Reagan as the
Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission from
1982 to 1986. He also served as Assistant Secretary for
Ccivil Rights at the Department of Education in 1981. He was
graduated from Holy Cross College with honors in 1971 and
Yale Law School in 1974.

According to Alan Keyes, on the basis of Thomas'
constitutional philosophy and his character, "it would have
been difficult for Mr. Bush to find anyone more qualified
than Judge Thomas. Throughout his public career, he has
displayed the intellectual honesty, integrity and moral
courage that are crucial but all too rare ingredients of
great public service." '

Senator Danforth has called Judge Thomas "conservative, but.
a compassionate kind of conservative, not rigid or
ideological in his views. His every motive is that he
empathizes with ordinary people, he's one of them."

He believes firmly in the rights of the individual: that
government's role is to protect the rights of the individual
without advancing the interests of any particular lobbying
group. ' _

Thomas would bring to the Court a wealth of experience in
government. o




-

He compiled an outstanding record at EEOC: while seeking
tougher penalties against discriminatory businesses, he
pushed..the Reagan administration to work toward improved
voting rights and a strong civil rights agenda.

His emphasis at the EEOC was .on prosecuting cases rather
than burdening employers with new regulations. Actions
filed against discriminators rose from less than 250,000 a
year in . 1982 to over 560,000 a year under Judge Thomas. In
a two-year period before he took over the commission (1980~
1982), the EEOC collected $320 million in fines from
employers who were involved in racial discrimination. From
1984 to 1986, the EEOC under Judge Thomas brought that
figure up to $%?1 million.

R. Gaull Silberman, Vice Chairman of the EEOC when Thomas
was Chairman, said, "This man made the EEOC. He built it
into a first-class law enforcement agency. We took three
times as many cases, got more relief for more people than
any other time in history."

when Thomas was nominated to the court of appeals, Robert G.
Dowd, the Presiding Judge of the Missouri Court of Appeals; .
wrote that "Mr. Thomas has an outstanding civil rights
record and has demonstrated leadership and excellence as
Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. He
added that he "sincerely believed that Mr. Thomas would
bring honor, excellence, and scholarship to the appellate
court." : :

The nomination is not dictated by Judge Thomas' race; it is
not dictated by his ideology; it is dictated by his
outstanding scholarship and his commitment to the
Constitution and individual rights. . '

The President recently said that Judge Thomas "offers what I
think is a very stirring testament to what people can do
when they refuse to take no for an answer, when through
sheer determination they overcome the obstacles that others
have placed in their way."



MEMORANDUM

CLARENCE THOMAS MEETING
JULY 11, 1991
Roosevelt Room - 10:00 a.m.

CONFIRMED-INVITES:

Gary Bauer

Family Research Council
President

5-4-46

Hubert Beatty

The Associated General Contractors of America
Executive Vice President

11-16-34

Ray Evans

Hallmark Cards, 1In.

Vice President of National Affairs
5-9-48

Max Friedersodorf

The Association of Retired Americans
Chairman, Advisory Board

7-7-29

Charles James

National Family Institute
President

12-25-48

Kay James

One to One Partnership
Executive Vice President, CCO
6-1-49

Marvin Jacob

Orthodox Union

Chairman, Law & Legislative Committee
2-4-35

Tom Jipping

Free Congress Foundation

Director, Center for Law and Democracy
7-30-61

Elizabeth Kepley Law

Family Research Council
Director of Government Relations
8-1-60



Richard Lesher

U.S. Chamber of Commerce
President

10~-28-33

W. Allen Moore

National Solid Waste Management Association
President

1-25-45

John Motley

National Federation of Independent Business
Vice President of Federal Government Relations
4-23-44

Levi Rabinowitz
Ways and Means Company (represents Hassidic Jewish Community)
8-4-48

Joshua Smith

MAXIMA Corporation, Chairman and CEO
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\wa To: Hon. John Sununu
From: Paul M. Weyrich
Date: June 11, 1991

Tom Jipping told me of your thoughtful call the afternoon of the
nomination and of your request that he meet directly with you as
soon as possible. That was very encouraging because, as you know,
I have felt that at least a key leader and organizer in Tom's
position should be included rather than kept at arm's length.

He =aid yesterday, however, that it appears the mechanism has now
shifted to the public liaison office and broadened to he a general
meeting with representatives from various groups. This concerns
me because that kind of "loop" serves different purposes than the
kind of inner circle strategizing that we need to be directly
involved in. This is, of course, no slight to the public liaison
staff, but they cannot be involved in lobbying and really are not
prepared or able to participate directly in the kind of effort that
we are conducting.

I think your original conversation with Tom was right on - he needs
to be meeting directly with you and the people at the core of the
actual decisionmaking and strategic planning. I think you know by
now how he works and what we can do in this crucial battle,



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Rennebunkport, Maine)

For Immediate Release . July 1, 1961
PRESS CONFERENCE BY THE PRESIDENT

Walker’s Point .
Kennebunkport, Maine

2:00 P.M., EDT

- THE PRESIDENT: I am very pleased to announce that I will
nominate Judge Clarence Thomas to serve as Associate Justice of the
United States Supreme Court.

Clarence Thomas was my first appointee to the U.S. Court
©of Appeals for the District of Columbia, where he served for over a
year. And I believe he’ll be a great justice. He’s the best person
for this position.

Judge Thomas compiled an excellent record at Holy Cross.
He graduated from Yale Law School and served with distinction in the
Missouri Attorney General’s Office in the Reagan-Bush administration
and in our adminstration -- my administration. He’s a native of
Rinpoint, near Savannah, Georgia, where he was raised by his )
grandparents. His background includes a strong cmphasis on ecucation
as the key to a better life. And he attended rigorous Catholic
schools where he excelled, After spending a year at the Immaculate
Conception Seminary in Conception Junction, MKissouri, Clarence >
transferred to Holy Cross College in Worcester, where he supported
himself through loans and scholarships and jobs, and graduated with
honors in 1971. '

After graduation from Yale Law School, he worked for then
Missouri Attorney Generzl John Danforth, and spent two and a half
years litigating cases of all descriptions. 1In 1977, Judge Thomas
practiced law-in the private sector, and in 1979, he rejoineé Senator
Danforth as a legislative assistant in the U.S. Senate. In 1981,
-President Reagan appointed him Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
“in the Dapartment of Education. From 1982 to 1990, he served as
President Reagan’s Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. And I appointed him to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia in 1990, -

. I have followed this man’s carecer for some time, and he
has excelled in everything that he has attempted. He is a delightful
and warm, intelligent person who has great empathy and a wonderful
sense of humor. He’s also a fiercely independent thinker with an
.@xcellent legal mind, who believes passionately in equal opportunity
for all. Americans. He will approach the cases that come before the
Court with a commitment to deciding them fairly, as the facts and the
law require.

Judge Thomas’ life is a model for all Americans, and he’s
earned the right to sit on this nation’s highest court. And I am
very proud, indeed, tc nominate him for this position, and I trust
that -the Senate will. confirm this able man promptly.

And.now, Judge Thomas, if you’d like to say a few words.
And then what-we®ll do 'is questions for either of us, and then if you
finish those, then I’1l be glad to stay and take questions on a wide
array of. subjects.

: JUDGE THORAS: Thank you, Mr. President. I’m honored and
humbled by your nomination of me to be an Associate Justice of the
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Supreme Court of the Uniteé States.

As a child, I could not decre dream that I woulé cver see
the Supreme Court, not to mention be nominated to it. Inéced, ny
inost vivid chilchood memory of a Supreme Court was the "Impeach Earl
tarren" signs which linedé Highway 17 near Savannah. I didn’t quite
understand who this Earl Warren fellow was, but I knew he was in some
kind of trouble. '

I thank all of those who have helped me &long the way and
who helped me to this point and this mcment in my life, especially my
grandparents, who are ;- especially my grandaparents, my mother, and
the nuns -- 211 of whom were adamant that I grow up to make something
of myselt. I alsoc thank my woncderful wife an¢ my wonderful son.

In my view, only in aAmerica could this have been
possible. I look forward to thec confirmation process and an
opportunity to be of service once again to my country, and to be an
example to those who are where I was 2nd to show them that, indeed,
there is hope.

Thank you again, kr. President. (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: How, either of us will take guestions.
As you can uncéerstand, Judge Thomas -- the next important step for
him is going up for confirmeticn. &and as with every precdecessor for
the Supreme Court, I’m sure you’ll understand if he won’t take
guestions on specific issues or philoscphy or things of that ncture.
But if you have any for him or for me about this appointment cr
metters relating to the Court, I°11 be glac¢ to respond -- I know he
would. &n& then, as I say, it’s been a while, anu we want te go
zhead and just have a gencral praess cenference on any cther subjects
that come toc mind.

G ¥r, President, how will you answer concerns sternming
from Judge Thomas’ ¢ays as Chairman of the ELOC, that in that pcst he
was somewhat insensitive to the concerns of the elderly and civil
rights ao¢vocates, anc that he ¢idn’t aggressively pursue their
conplaints?

PHE PRESIDERT: %ell, obviously, that complaint, if it
was cven raised in nis confirmation hearings for the second highest
court in the land, were satisfactorily answered. It is my view that
the complzints are unfounded, of course, but I Gount if anyoody
strongly felt that, thnat he would have been confirmed for his present
position.

¢ sr. President, last year you vetoed the civil rights
bill, saying it coulé leacd to guotas. Today you’ve maée a nowmination
that could be ecasily ssen as guota-brsed. How do you explain this
apparent inconsistency?

THE PRESICERT: I don’t even seen an appesrance of
inconsistency, beceuse what I dic is lock for the best man. &nd
Clarence Thomas’ name was high on the list when the previous nominee
went forth -- Jucge Souter ~- ilr. Justice Souter now. Ané so I don’t
zccept that at all. The fect that he is black ané a minority has
nothing to do with this in the sense thzot he is the best guelified at
this time. And we haé a very thorough screening process then; we had
onz now that we put into forward gear very fast. DLut we éidn’t have
to start from scuare one.

So Clarencc Thomas, ceasoned now by mere cxpericnce on
the penca, fits my Gescription of the best man at the right time, or
the best person at the right time becausc cthcer -- women were
consicercd as well.

(@]

nut do you sec how it could be percecived so?
wHE PRESIDENT: No, I can’t ses it.
¢ . -vas rate a facter whatsoever, sir, in the selection?
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THE PRESIDENT: I don’t see it at all. f4he fact thet
he’s a minority =—- you heard his testimony to the kind of life he’s
had, ané I think that specaks ecloquently for itself., Rut I kept my
wCrd to the American people and te the Senate by picking the best man
for the job on the merits. &né the fact he’s minority, so much the
oetter. 5Sut that is not the fzctor, and I would strongly resent any
charge that might be forthcoming on quotcos when it relates to
appointing the best man to the Court. That’s the kiné of thing I
stand for, not opposed to.

Q If I gould ask the guestion --
THE PRESIDEKT: Yes.
Q Was race a factor whatscever, thougn, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: %ell, I tried to answer it just then as
best I could. Nice try for the secconé go-around,

o] If I ¢ould fellow up. There are many pecple who
felt that, in fact, that was a glus. ot that it was a factocr or a
guota, but that, in fazct, since the Court roprescnts all the people,
there ought to be a minority wmember. Did you at all feecl that way,
that this was the best --

THE PRESIDENT: Ch, ycs, but I don’t feel he’s a quota; I
don’t feel that I had¢ to appoint -- nominate a black American at this
time for the Court. I expressed my respect for the ground that ir.
Justice Marshall plowed, but I don’t feel there should be a black )
scat on the Court or an ethnic seat cn the Ccurt, if that’s what your
guestion is. I would reiterats, I think he’s the best man. Aanc if
credit accrues to him for coming up through a tough life as a
minority in this country, so nuch the better. &c much the better.

I love what he said at the end -- it proves he can do it,
get the job done. Anc¢ so that docs nothing but cnhance the Court, in
wy view. But I just really want yeud to know, we looked at this list
with an icea of really fincding the best, and¢ I think that’s what we
GidG.

Yes, Charles.

o] I woncder if I could ask a guestion cof Judge Thonas,
Hr. Presidcnt.

You nmade reference, sir, to Chief Justice Warren -- the .
i;arren Court known &s & liberal court, but cne theat agvanceé a lot of
‘things in the way of civil rights ané on behalf of minorities. How
do you feel abcut that Court vis & vis the very conservative Court
that you segem to be joining?

JUDGE THOMAS: Well, I think that wmeny of the guestions
that I will ba askeé curing wy confirmation process will perhaps
bring that comparison out, and I think, out of respcect for that
process, 1’1l have to refrain from making that sort of comparison at
this time.

] Mot even a personzl reflection, sir, on what the
tarren Court ¢ié for minorities?

JUDGE TECKAS: ©Ncot even a gersconal reflection.
G Juége, & guestion for yocu. UYhat do you say te ,
critics who say the only reason you’re being picked is becausc you'r2

plack?

JULGE THOEAS: I think a lect worsc things have been said.
I disagrece with that, but I’ll have to live with it.

THZ PRESIDENT: Refer them to the President. (Laughter-)
How about that for an answer? -

HORE



JUDGE THONMAS: Well, I’ll alsc say I &idn”t make the
selection. (Laughter.) :

. ¢ Fr. President, civil rights groups, in particuler
Ben Hooks, has signaled that you’re in for the "mother of all
confirmation hearings® if you nominated Judge Thomas. What do ycu
nave to say about that?

THE PRESITEWT: {iell, one, I find that very surprising
from a2 man that’s &s fair as Ben Hooks, so -- and I learned something
in this job that some pf the others that cover us regularly here
understand, and that is that I don’t like to comment cn a statement
attributed to somebody until I‘ve actually read it. But I think,
when you go back and look at the support that Judge Thomas hadé for
the bench that he now serves on, that that in itsclf will take care
of any crguments that someone -- I just Gon’t want to fecl that Ben
Hooks saié that. I know him, I rcspgect him, a2nd I don’t think that
he would s=y that abcut Judge Thomas. I°1l be honest with you.

c At his confirmation hearings before, it wes said
thot if -- he was accepted to the bench, but if ycu brought him back
for the Supreme Court, that they ¢idn’t feel that he would be ready
for that.

THE PRESIDENT: «c¢ll, he’s not Prcsident and he isn’t the
Attorney Gencral, ncor the General Counsel to the President, nor the
Chiaf of Staff, nor those of us who screened this nowmination. It is
our judgwent he will. I think ycu’re going to £ind many senators
that ¢isagree with the fact he’s not ready.

Look, I‘m not suggesting there will bc no opposition, but
you’ve put it on guite a personzl onc with 2en, and I just can’t
believe he would wake a statement like that. I’ve differed with him
on a lut of things and agreed with him on wmany, but I simply do not
want to accept that until I see it. I’m not qQuestioning your wotives
or challenging your authenticity of the statement, but pleoase let me
just ¢efer until I take a look at it.

Q iir. Presidont, when you selected Judge Souter ycur
aides very clearly put out the worcd that Edith Stcone of Houston was
the runner-up ané likely would be the rnominee if another vacancy came
up. What happened to chancge the cquation this time?

THE PRUSIDEN®: iell, she’s a very able justice -- judge.
She was given consideration then and now. 2ané I just felt that Judge
Thomas, with his ceasoning nov, is best prepered to serve. It was
that. It was not a éemeaning or putting down of anybody else,
because there were some very- gool names brought to my attention.

and I mignt say -- vsu know, this just hoppened lest
week, and some will be saying, well, was the screening process
thorougn? £And the point I want to make is that I have mwet several
times since Judge Souter’s scnéing to the bench to discuss what would
happen if & Supreme Court justice stepped down, with nc one
particularly in »ind, but just to »e ready. So consideration was
civen to a wide arzay of cancdidates, but we’d already done a lot of
homework.

Cut you ack about Edith, who couies from my hometown, and
I have nothing but high rzgard anc high esteem for her. But I .
cdecided on the adgvice of people that I trust that this is the way to
go.

G iir. President, the appointments made by President
Reagen and you have put the Copurt on a conservative roaé. Is that
what you would like to see for the next 10 or 15 years, to reverse
some of the more liberal rulings in the past 20 years?

TYE PRESILERT: Look, I Gon’t know how Judgc Thomas, when
he becomes Hr. Justice Thomas, will come Cown on every issue. Anc,
indeed, I €idn’t discues specific issues with him, I &idn’t Giscuss

: !
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them with Judge Souter before he became iir. Justice Souter. But I
dic look at this: would he faitnfully interpret the Constztutlon anad
avoid the tendency to legislate from the bench? and that’s a broad
consideration, but that was certainly in his favor in my view. And I
con’t know whether he’ll agree with positions that our administration
takes or overthrow decisions or change positions that we think are
right. But that doesn’t matter. Ihat matters is that ha faithfully
interpret the Constitution, and I am 1CO-percent convinced that
that’s exactly what he’ll do.

~ 8o we ‘re not trying tec put a philocs sophicel balance on
this Court. We’re notytrying to ph1losoph1cally affect it. I want
~- and I saié this long ago, lecng before I became President, that the
main consideration in adciticn to excellence and gualification is
‘this concept of interpreting the Constitution and not legislating
from the federal bench.

c In the last several weeks you or you and your White
House Counsel have had to act to tighten the restrictions on travel
of your subordinates. During this perioé of time has Governor Sununu
come to you at all ané expressed any apology for any embarrassmant
that this might have caused you?

THE PRESIDEKT: Joan, I°11l take your gquestion in one
secono, but have we done the Supreme Court guestions? Because I
don’t want to cet Clarence Thomas, on the eve of his he= rings, caught
up in a lot of ocnestlc questions of one kindé or another, including
this one which I°11 be glad to respond to. GBGut if you’d let me come
back to you as soon as I ask him to go into the cool offica that is
beh1nc us. But if there’s any -- a couple more on this, and thcn
we’1ll move on to ir. Hashek.

¢} Could 1 ask Juége Thomas his feelings about quotas?
JUDGE THOMAS: I would give you -- again, I’é give you a
similar answer. Wwhen I was in a policy-making role, I said what I

ha¢ to say about quotas. As a judge, I have not had an opportunity
to rule on that issue. Eut to taeé éxtent that I have any additional
comments, I think, a2gain, out of respect for the advice and consent
process, 1’1l have to leave it for that moment.

Q would that alsc apply tc cuestions involving whether
or not there’s a constitutional right to privacy?

JUDGE THOMAS: Yes.

G Can I have another question for the President?
{Laughter.) Dic your list of pcssible candidates incluce anyone with
known pro-choice views oc any candidate whose views on abortion you
werc unsure of?

THL PRESIDENT: »rrobably. Decause I don’t know, I didén’t
ask about that. ’

G tir. President, there was a lot of talk about the
possibility of an Hispanic being named --

THE TRESIDENT: Yes.
9] -- ang, indeed, Judge Garza was interviewed.
THE PRESIDENT: He was.

G Coulé you tell us what your thicking on that was --
why it was that you turned to Clarance Thomas instead of an Hispanic? .

TH{E PRESIDENT: wWell, I think expecricnce in government,
experience on the higher court figured into this, but listen, that
should not cegrade Judge Garza at all. The nan is a very
well-gualified individual. Indeed, he flew up and had a conversation
with Doyden Gray and with the Attorney Generel. AaAnd I just had to
make a very tougﬁ‘cal&,“hnd I aid it. Gut he’s a good mair.

’ H
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c Mr. President, when ¢id you make this cdecision in
your own miné and when dié you call Judge Thomas to --

THE PRESIDENT: w®ell, I called him yesterday ané tolé hin
I was gettino very, very close. Anc keeping the faith with those who
were at the ¢olf course, I cazlled him after I came back from the golf
course. (Laughter.} But -- and then I closed the de2l today. I had
one or two points that I wanteé to meke to him to see that he felt
comfortable with them. I wanted to be surz that he knew from me that
there was no litwus test invelved., I told him, if it’s not violating
& privacy, that he ought to do like the umpire =-- call them as you
see them. Ané I’m satisfied he will.

but I guess I could say the final decision was égﬁe
sitting in our living room, but it was pretty well-established when I
talked to him yesteréay afternoon that that’s what I wanted.

Q Did you talk to any othev candidates personally?

THE PRESIDENT: Ko, I Gid not.
Mr. President, ¢o you feel as though this
appointment u111 h ve any effact on your ability to get a civil
rights bill through the Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: I don’t think it has anything to do with
it at all.

¢ . Do you anticipate any problems in the confirmation
_hearing?

THE PRESIDEXT: #Kope. Hot if everyone is as fair as I
thlnk taey will be. I think that therc will be guestions raised., I
would hope that there woulé not be political ccnsiderations. But,
look, you’ve szen confirmation hearines before and you know that
different pcople come in with a v1oe crray of different gucstions,
many of them philosophical. ©LGut I’m satisfied that this men will
pass muster.

Got it?

I don’t want to keep you, get you messed up in dowestic
politics here, Judge, 30 good luck, and I‘ll sec you in a few
minutes. - (Applause.)

ihay I duly note that that’s the first press conference my
family has attended anc the first one at which there’s been any
applause. (Leughter.) I hope this will continue.

John.

G 1ell, the guestion is, sir, over the last scveral
weeks you or you zné the White Houst Counsel acting together have
teen forced to tighten the restrictions on travel regording your
subordinates. Has Governor Sununu conc to you during any of this
time and apcloaized to you for any cmbarrassment this wmay have
causec?

THL PRESIDENT: Yes. GHe’s told me right from the heart
that he regrettec very much any controversy and anything that this
may nave done to diminish the cthical stancards of this presicdency.
Ené I tolc nim, look, I understanc this. He went into the staff with
essentially the sane message. He saild it publicly.

nnG very candicély, ne laws having kbeen violated, I taink
we ought toO move on to sometiiing more impertant. And in this
instance, it gives me a chance to express my full confidence in nim
as we work some very complicated issues thrcugh the Congress. I
respect him. I value .his advice end counsel. &nc I°m hoping that
this matter is laidé to rest. :
. AN .



nmace, I maae then,"

I think John said, "if mistakes were
éd like to see this

what more can a man be asked to say? And so 1
matter laié to rest.

Q Lut at the very outset of yocur adwinistration you
cautioned against even the appearance of impropriety, which you said’
this brought into =--

THE PRESIDENT: That’s why I think he came 1n and we had
a good heart-to-heart talk, wore than one, about it. I ‘11 be very
with vou. #y heart aches for his family because they’ve been
through a lot on some of the stories unrelated to this -- kin¢ of
what I refer to as a "piling on" syndrome. 8o I’w glad¢ this matter
came up because I’G like to try to clear the air, get it behind us
and move cn.

But he’s done the right things in terms of expressing his
own personal feelings to me andé to our staff and to others. And I
made a mistake once —-- let’s see, it was back in 197C-scuething or
cther: I can’t remenmber exactly. (Laughter.)

vl mr. president, what’s the point of meeting Frcsident
Gorbacnoev at the G-7 summit if 21l you’re apparently willing to offer
is moral support anc technical advice, which arzs things that have
been offered before?

TIE FRESIDENT: You wmean his cowing to the summit? Well,
I think it’s guitc iwportant now that grounc rules are getting worked.
out that he come ané present his case for reticrm to the G-7. Znd I
feel comfortable with what’s been worked¢ out by Priwme iinister John
tiajor ane &r. Gorbpachev. I look forwaré to hnaving a ona-on-one with
Presicdent Gorbachcv there, ané we’ve geot 2 lot to talk about, a lot
of things that aren’t related to the arws contrcl agenda, And then I
think there’s going tc be a bigger meating with all seven that night
after the formal part tekes place. So I think it will be a gocd
chence to narrow down the differences, to see where we "tand -~ the
Soviet Union and Western Burope and Canada, the United States ancé
Japan, And so I’m looking forward to it.

Ccn our one-on-one talk, if that’s what you’re refcrring
to, I Gon’t think we’ll have that much time, I think we’ve got a
couple of hours set aside. Aknd¢, Bob -- 2 couple of hours. £ut
there’s sone issues that I need to tzlk atout —- global issues. And
we’ve got a lot of things that wa lock at identically. And we <an go
wack and telk about those, such as the United fiations action against
Irag’s aguression and things like that.

sut I think it’s zppropriats new. Therc was soue —-- you
know, you read a lot of stories thiat Gorlachev was coring there hat
in hand, asking for a big chaeck. Taat was never his intention, I'm
assured of that. &Ané I don’t think that dicd him a lot of ceoc by
even the speculatior cn thet in some quarters -- in the Unite
States, for example mut I think the greund rules cr at leapt the
broad parameters drh now set out, ancd 1 look Lorward tc necaring what
his plans are for a vigerous reforr ané the continuation of
perestroika -- glasnost being all but & given these days.

v

G Deesn’t his mere presence in London reils
expectations that are uanlikely to sSe r i

PRE PRESIDEUT: Uell, yes, some might argue that. And
some might say, well, his mere presence world indicetce ther if he
¢ian’t get seowething, that the mecting would be & failure. I Gon’t
view it that wey. There is so much change taking place. The
cconomic oroblems in the Soviet Union -- and elsewhere —- are so
snormeous that it’s very important that we get as closc together in
agree -“nt. But, yes, I can cee where some wight suggest that, but I
wouldn ‘t view it that way. I woul¢ not view it -- and 1711 bc
resisting it if people say that. le’ve got an awful lot cf
consultation beforc concrete economic programe can be agreed to.

¢ . On I¥3®, there’s news that the U.N teen went out
!

LORE '
. ]



-8 -

looking again for that ecuipment andé coulén’t find it. Are you
anticipating taking any action?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we‘re anxicus to see what this
inspection, this two-person team gets when they come back. But let
me say this: Everybody -~ cveryone knows that the man was cheating
and lying. Everyone knows that he didé that which the rcecsolutions say
not to do. AnG he should give unfettered zccess to these inspectors.
He ¢idn’t do that. He surreptitously movaed the equipment. lefve
presented the evidence to certain parties. &and all I°d say is he’d
better get on with keeping his word and he better get on with total,
free, open inspection. y

an¢ I saié the other day -- perhaps ycu misseé it -- that
we are not foreclosing, nor putting on the tablc any options at this
point. e have a lot of diplemacy tc éo. UWe want to be sure that
world opinion is as strong as I’m convinced it will be. Because this
isn’t a unilateral U.S. problem; this is a problem now of which the
United Haticns has seized, you sce. ’

c Rave you talked to any of the allies -- the leaders
in the past cays?

THE PRESIDEHT: No, but others have been talking. I‘ve
not gone to the chicfs of stete. I anticipatc -- maybe I incdicated
this the other day -- that I will be doing that. This.is a very --
high-level diplomotic Gecisions will be called on -- Cr diplometic
initiatives will be called on ané d&ecisions might follow.

Q Wr. President, on Irag, the cother day as wo came to
Kennebunkport, you were in a sort of highly agitatoed mode talking
about -- hinting of possible rencwal of military action, although you
also stresseé diplomacy. But in the interim, has there been any news
on this nuclcar situaticn or anything that has caused you to think
that maybc the situation is calwming down there, or arc you still
saying that we have a1l options cut there?

THE PRESIDEWT: No, Rita, to be honest with you, I
haven’t scen anything thet wmakes me think it’s calwming down. I’m not
sure I would have use¢d the word zgitated, but certainly concerned.
And what we’ve got to have is evidence that full inspection on
challenge will be granted. &and I don't vant te mislead you, I’m very .
ccncerned about this situation. This is a fundamental part of what
the United Mations resolutions is szbout. So there’s still e feeling
ocut there, on my view anyway, and I’m sure it’s true cf the .
neighbors, that he has to make this right ané satisfy us ov we’ll
figure out what eclse happens. '

o ¢ . Is therc still a possibility of rencwec military
acdtion by the U.S.-led coalition?

THE PRESIDENT: well, =zgain, I just keep resisting saying
what we will ¢o or what we won’t ¢o. B2ut you’ve seen speculation and
1’11 just steer you that it”s not all warrantless. Dut on the cther
hané, I’m not saying what I will be -- what will be recommended that.
I do as Presicdent of the United States. I°m very intercsted in
getting the visws &f other world leaders, and the diplomacy leading
ug to that has’ alregady startad.

Q sr. Presicent, this fall Israel intcnas to ask the
United States to guarantee $10 billion in loans tc build housing for
Jewish refugoes from the Soviet Unicn. Could you tell us how you
fecel about linking approval of these loan guarantces with some pledge
from Israel toc decrcase the building of new settlements in the

occupicd territorics?

TiIZ PRESIDE®T: well I Gon’t think it ought toc be a guid
pro quo. that I do think -- and I‘ve said this over and over again
—- that it is against U.S. pclicy for these scttlements to be built,
So I’1l leave it right-therc and avoid the linkage that you
understancably ask about, but say that the best thing for Israel te
¢o is to keep its ccmmitment that wes given-at one point not to go in

’ !
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ané build further settlements. It is counterpreductive to the peace
process. dNow, having ezid that, I want to be fair: therc are other
things ané by other countries that cre counterprocuctive to the peace

process. I°d love to see direct talks between these countries.

But we have not changed our position on sanctions and
we’re not going to change -- I wean on cettlements —- and we’re not
going to change our pcsition on scttlements. So please, those in
Israel, do what you cen to see that that policy of settlement after
settlement is not continucd. It is countcrproductive. And having
hearé the Secretary of State say that anc secn whot followed on, I
will promptly add, as he has, that we want to be sure that others
move forward in the ped%e process, toc. But it’s not constructive to
getting these parties to core together ané work for a peace that 1
think the entire world wants and that all of thewm want. So we’ll
keep working it, but we’re not giving one inch on the settlements
question.

o} Kr. President, the Courter commissicn has made its
recommendiations, as you know, on basg closings, subject to your
reviev., Isn’t it highly unlikely, though, that you would overrule
any of those decisions, given the armount of time that the commission
put intc it?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, with on¢ exception. Yes, it'is
highly unlikely, but I will rely heavily on what Sccrctary Cheney
tells me after he reviews the base closing recommendations, has &
chance to talk to them with General Powcll and the Joint Chiefs.
Becausc what I’m interested in, one, saving the noney tnat we’ve said
we’ll save; twe, being sure ~-- and this comes first actually =-- that
we have a proper structure frew which tc ccncuct military action that
we might be called upon to conduct in thc future. And so it would be
unlikely, but I just would suggest, Jobhn, that I would likc very much
to sit cown with the Secretary cf befense and say, Dick, are you
happy with these; &o you sec sormcething that ought to bec changeé? And
that’s the way I°11 conduct it.

put I’m not qoing to go in there anG cverride some
decision on a political kasis. These are tough calls. This
comnission, I am satis€ie¢, is approaching it without politics in
minG. I was in the Congress, I know the old rulce about cutting it
out, but cutting it in the other guy’s c¢istrict. Ancé wc simply
cannot approach scmething as sensitive and as importzant to our
national sccurity as basc closing in that manner. &nc so I will
resist == I won’t participate in any political call, but I will == 1
co reserve the right upon receipt of tne commission’s report == I
think it comes éirectly to me == to ¢iscuss it with the Secretary of
Dofense after ne’s nad an opportunity to talk to the Chiefs about it.

¢ Can you talk &a bit about your wmother and what she’s
taught you andé why you chosc her birthéay to announce your nominee?
(Laughter.)

THE PRESIDEHT: Ucll, mayoe it’s fortuitous. Lifc goes
on. Hother’s 90 years olé: been an enormncus influence in my life and
the lives of everybody that’s in our enoriious family. And I noted
frem Clarence Thoitas what he ha¢ to sty about the importance of
family in his life. So if there’s sowme symbolism there, onc, it was
unintendceds; but, two, I think it might be appropriate. pDifferent
backgrounds, dbut the same sense of strength of family. A4Anc I think
therc’s a meszage not just for Clarence Thomas’s family cr our
family, but for families all ocross the country.

Anc as we celepratce iother’s SOth birthday, she’s not all
that well, but she is.our moral lecader; was since I was olé@ cnough to
walk on this marvelous point cf land herc in Kenncbunkport, which was
just -- from my Gays as an infant. &nd everyone in this family.
young and olé, <irect or incircect relations, looks up to her. But I
have a feeling thet that’s still true of 2 lot cf families in this
country. )

¢ -1 wafited to follow on Jonn’s gquestion as_ to whether

HORE . . ¥
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you might be suggesting that the base closing commission could have
gone farther and deepcr?

i THE PRESIDENT: No, I ¢ifn’t intend to say that because,
literally, I have not gecne into the cdetails of the base¢ closing
commissione.

Q Could I ask you separate then, are you and the
_Attorney General going to discuss the crime bill, as you suggested
you ought to?

THE PRESID@NT: Yes.
C vhat's your sense of direction on that?

PHE PRESIDENT: %ecll, I want to get a good crime bill.
We woulé like to havée it all come down together, ané options are open
here. 2But we’ve gotten -- in fact, Dick tol¢ me now we’ve gotten
roughly in form we want four of our five majer objectives -- the
exclusionary rule ¢id not come the way we wanted in the Senate. But
I’°1]1 Adefer on morc cCetail on that because it has to ¢o to 2
conference ané then we’ll sec. But I want a comprehensive crime
bill. There are some very good things in the Senatc bill. &anc I
thank Senator Biden ané, of course, Senator Thurmond and others for
that. A&nd I°1ll just wait and see what comes to my desk. &Anda I urge
that it be comprehensive, broad, and then we’ll take some things that
I like and maybe sowc things thazt I ¢on’t like, because it is
important to get onr with the crime bill. But it better come cdown, I
think in fairness to the American people, in a broaé form, not nickel
by nickel, dime by (iwe. ’

G ;as he a little premature yesterday in suggesting it
was close to acceptable? :

PHE PRESIDENT: Well, I Gidn’t see the story but, as I
say, there are many good things in it. But my protlem on answering
it is I don’t know what’s going to happen in relation to the House of
Representatives out of the conference.

(o] Thank you, sir. &t the beginning of the -- as the
Gulf war got clecscr you sensed that Saddam Hussein wasn’t getting
enough informetion that our threat was reazl. There have becn reports
now, as you wvere talking about, about pctential military action
again. Do you think he’s in the dark still?

, THE PRESIDENT: I don’t know on this guestion. But
you’re right. I was reminiscing here as I hit alker’s Point a
couple of days ago that there were twe points that I still am
convinced of as the pre-battle perioé went on: onc, that he didn‘t
think that we were for rezl on this; 2nd secondly, that he thought he
coulc prevail at least enough to have a stancoff in the desert andé be
the hero of certain parts of the wcrld over there. He was wrong on
both counts. Ané¢ if he assumes that ne can get awey with this kiné
of thing, he’s just zs wrong today as he was on nugust 2nd when he
sent his forces into Kuwait.

¢ You don’t consicder him a very smert man, do you?

UE PRESIDENT: I don’t consicer him a very bright man to
heve done what he’s done, if that’s an answer to it, because I can’t
conceive of why you would &irectly think you couldé hice, given the
scphisticaticn of technology todey:s and sezconcly, why you’é think you,
coulé got away with it. So there is scue parallel there. I éon’t
want to overdraw it.

Q iir. Presicent, ycu spoke a2 bit ago about everyone in
the widdle East wanting peacc. Yot the Israclis scem to have .
stiff-armed your proposals, the Syrians con’t seem to like the terms
either. 1Is there more here than meets the eye?

THE PRESIDENT:" Probably ucre than meets the cyey but not
as much.as I°G like to Becc mect-the eye. I mean, in other words, 1

J
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think I°d like to see the process further along, but there are a few
things that I think offer hope. In fact, in my last communication
from President Shamir of Israel was a commitment to try to work for
peace. There are some broad commitments, but, frankly., I’d like to
see us further along on some of the details. And please don’t press
me on what those details are. But I’m not going to give up hope on
this, and I don’t think the Secretary is. But we need to have nore
progress ané we need to have it sooner. '

I am told that the credibility of the United States for
being the catalyst for peace is still very, very strong anc¢ very
good; not only in Israel but in the Arab countries as well. So that
is an ingredient that wgsn’t there before, that’s still there, that I
hope will lead to peace.

. Q It’s been suggested that the United States might
just call a peace conference and see who shows up. Is that an
option?

THE PRESIDENT: '"ell, I don’t want to go into options,
but, yes, I’ve seen suggestions of that nature. Andé at some point, I
think I owe the American people my view of the details I'm not
willing to discuss right now. And that wouldn’t bother me one bit -~
to get up and say here’s what we’ve been trying to do. So there’s no
time frame on anything of that nature. But I think there”s a lot of
people that are wondering what in the world is going on. And I‘ve
invoked quiet diplomacy and the need for confidentiality, but I can’t
do that forever; I just simply can’t ¢o it. I owe it to the American
people, and I think the people arouné the world, to say, hey, here’s
what the United States thinks is a good formula.

9] Hr. President, in reminiseing about the war, can I
ask your comments about, your feelings about wvhat™s happened in
Xuwait since the end of the war with the atrocities there? Your
feelings about it and do you think there’s any reason to believe that

democratic reforms will take place.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let._me say this, and I hope it
doesn’t come out wrong. The war wasn’t fought about democracy in
XKuwait. The war was fought about aggression against Kuwait. Having
said that, the Xuwaitis have saié that they want to move towards the
democratic process, and I hope they do -- ané¢ they should. This
would be good. I think one of the things that concern people were
the trials. There are Gifferent standarés for law in all countries,
but we want to see fair trials, open trials.

A friend of mine in our government, who’s quite
knowleGgeable on history, reminded¢ me of what it was like in France
after the liberation of France in World@ War II. I remember some of
it, although I was in the Pacific theater. And the people that were
liberated @id@ not take kindly to those that had sold out to the
Nazis. I think we’re expecting a little much if we’re asking the
people in Ruwait to take kindly to those that had spied on their
countrymen that were left there, that had brutalized families there
and things of that nature.

Having sai¢ that, I believe and I‘ve recommended this to
the RXuwaitis, the most open, fair trial, free justice system is the
vest. It works best. It gets confidence back in your country. So I
can understand the outrage. .

I’1l give you one other example. MHartial law. He had
some problems, you know, why martial law. BAnd it was explained to me
many citizens over there against the law have weapons. Many of thenm
that were in opposition to the Kuwaiti regime, threatening, using the
weapons, showing the weapons when the Iragis were in power now
keeping the weapons. And they told me that martial law was essential
if they were going to go in and disarm the people that haé been
helping the enemy.

_ I can understand that. Again, what I°d like to see is as
much respect for what we, see as legal principles as possib;g.

MORE _ L ¥
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This guy hasn’t had one. One, two ané that’s it, unless
you appeal.

Q Back to the G-7 for a minute. Are you at all
concerned in all the publicity with Mr. Gorbachev that the plight of
the Eastern European countries is not going to get enough attention
here? And do you fezl any obligation on the part of the Western
Gemocracies to guarantee to them the same aid, whatever it is, that
Gorbachev walks away with ~=

THE PRESIDEHT: You mean the Sastern European --

3
Q In light of the fact that they have already done the
sorts of things that he’s only beginning to think about.

THE PRESIDENT: I think we’ve got two different
questions. But we nmust not, we must not send a signal to Eastern
Europe, hey, we’re neglecting you, you’re on your own, figure it out
for yourselves, we’re going to turn our attention to Hoscow. I don’t
think it has to be an either-or choice. The Fastern European ‘
countries are moving. They need certain kinds of assistance: they’re
getting some, They’re making some progress; they still have
oroblems. :

But I think your question raises to me a very good point.
Ye don’t want to send a signal of neglect or that we think that they
shoul? he cut loose to fend for themselves. 8Sut there are many '
things we can do and are deing in Tastern Europe. B&nd they should
not be reduced as we work together to try tc figure out how to get
the Soviet market, how to get the Soviet economy, how to get the
Soviet system wmoving along the same lines as the Eastern Europeans.
This is a world oroblem, it’s not a United States probdlem.

You know, it comes up -- I don’t want to get too
philosophical out here in the sun ~- but it comes up in another .
context, because people in South Awmerica are saying, with this major .’
goal of helping reform in the 3oviet Union and, to scne degree, in .
Eastern GSurope, are you going to neglect us? Ané one of the reasons
we’re having these, I think, very important appearances and 2 lot of
¢iplomacy going along with it is that we want to reassure the
democracies in this hemisphere, which is all but one country from
being a totally democratic hemisphere, that we’re not going to
neglect them.

30 you raise a good point. ile are not going to neglect
Eastern Europe, but we are going to work with the others. And
everyone knows that we’re cealing at this juncture with limited
rcsources. i are in this country. TUle’ve got enormous deficit
problems. Other countries have economies that have done worse than
ours. So we’‘ve got to be realistic and find ways to help move these
paople towards market economies, open political systems when our
advice is sought. Ané that’s what we’re trying to do.

Q Thank you. Some wezks ago you said you were very
close to a Gecision on KFH for the Soviet Union. Have you made that
decision? Do you exvect to do it before London? 1Is it tied up in
the SALT negotiations?

?HE PRESIDEMT: o, it’s not tied up in SALT, it’s tied
up on a trade agreement. Anc I think that’s the only remaining
problem, a trade agreement. Ané maybe, Bob, come help me on that.
iThen do we think that will be resolved?

DEPUTY NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER CATES: There are a
counle of minor technical problemsin the trade agreement because of
iaws that have peen passeé subsequent to its signature by the Soviet
legislature. They’re technical problems, He think they are being
worked out and it shouldn’t be too long.

PHE PRESIDENT: It’s not caught up in the other.
S
MORE . L ¥
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Last one,

Q Mr. President, did you consult with anyone else )
outside of your administration about your Supreme Court nomninee? AR
did I understand you correctly to say that you made your final .
decision, was it last night in your living room here or this morning:’

PHE PRESIDENT: Actually, when I say final, the I was
Gotted and the T crossed up here just a little bit before lunch. But
I’d -- just to be very candid about it == all but made my mind up
when I invited Judge Thomas up here. As I thought of any
hypothetical things that coulé go wrong --= I couldn’t think of any.
So much so that I donit think he felt conficdent enough after our
conversation yesterday. I ¢don’t think he told his wife, for example,
that he was to be the nominee. And on your first part of your
question, no, I stayed with the recommendatory process because many
others talk to others. :

And I must say, if you’ll let me off without telling you
who I talked to, when this all came up at the time of Judge Souter, I
think I 8ié talk to one or two people in confidence that I respect
that are outside of this so-called screening process. But I put all
the emphasis on this one on our screening process. And yet, I am
confident that as this process has unfolded, Boyden Gray ané our
Chief of Staff and the Attorney General and the Attorney General’s
staff have gotten a wide array of views from others. It°s better if
the President Goesn’t do this because if I get out there and talk to
somebody, then I think it is much more prone to open discussion and
speculation and I don’t think that’s helpful when you’re trying to
reach a decision.

This is the last one.

0 There were some suggestions from a published report
-- I suspect that you’ve seen it, from Jack Xemp that there’s not
enough attention within his own acministration, your administration.
on domestic social issues. And I was wondering if you could respond
to that.

THE PRESIDENT: I &idn’t read the Remp story. I've
talkeé to Jack plenty, ané he, I think, has referred to this
aéministration and, very generously, to this President as the
empowerment President and one that wants to see growth in this
economy and, thus, have everybody have a better shot at opportunity.
So we’re not apart on that. And again, having not -- I unéerstand
there was a story in today’s paper -- I haven’t read it and -- I
probaby will. But I don’t think we’ve got any éifferences with Jack
Kemp on this. I salute him for what he’s done., He takes a good,
strong message out to the communities -- home ownership, tenant
management -- :

Q But from the article, he suggested the
administration has not been as forceful as he has been.

TuE PRESIDENT: Hell, that may be true. He’s a rzal
zealot out there. And he’s got all the time in the world to do it.
That’s what his job is about -- pushing that envelope, as we say in
the space age, forward to jnelude home ownaership. And I think if it
haén’t been for his zeal, we never would have gotten through the
Congress, the douse, anything on home ownership or tenant management
—— anéd we Jdid. So I give him great credit. So if he’s got more zeal
on this, I think perhaps -- I don’t think he feels more strongly in
his heart about it -- but he is a salesman. He is out there going to
places where a lot of Republicans have never been. And I've been at
his side a time or two on that. And it’s darn good, ané I’m proud he
is a part of our administration. So if you want me to say something
bad about Jack Xemp, no way.

Last one, really.

0 Does a two-hour lunch with Gorbachev make it less
urgent to go to_Moscow by the end of July?

MORE . . ¥
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THE PRESIDENT: You can’t cover everything in two hours,
But maybe we’ll be able to move the START process forward. I don’t
know whether we will at a lunch of that nature. But, no, it doesn’t,
in my view, make it less urgent. I want to sit down over a period of
time with him to really in-depth discuss issues. It is most
important.

And a lot of the talk would be philosophical talk,
intentions. Uhat do you think our intentions are towards the Soviet
Union? I think there’s still some misunderstanding in the Soviet
military about that, for example.

3

And I’m no Jack Kemp in terms of my salesmanship perhaps,
a little inarticulate and sometimes too prudent, but I think I can
convince Gorbachev that their military has nothing to fear from us.
So let’s take a look. Let’s have them do what we’re doing in terms
of Gefense spending. I think we can’t do it in just a luncheon. But
my resoect for him is such that I finé¢ when we can sit down and talk
over a reasonable period of time, you can get into a lot of subjects
which I’m sure we can’t do at a two-hour lunch. ’

Q Could that summit still happen by the end of July?
TYE PRESIDRHT: Yes, yes, it could.
ey, listen, thank you all very much. No.- Come on,

Susan.

=D 2:45 pP.M., EDT
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AC/ER
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 3, 1991

THE CHIEF of STAFF

MEMORANDUM FOR GOVERNOR SUN?ﬁﬁgx has sean
THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR COMMUNICATIONS
FROM: LEIGH ANN METZGER LM
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR PUBLIC
LIAISON
SUBJECT: SUPREME COURT NOMINATION

As you may know, on Tuesday delegates to the 1.6 million member
United Church of Christ's General Synod voted to oppose the
President's nomination of Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme
Court. This marks only the second time in its history the UCC
has voiced outright opposition against a nominee.

Other mainline Protestant denominations may discuss and comment
on the nomination during summer conventions as well.

The Episcopal Church begins its annual convention on July 11th in
Phoenix. While the nomination might be discussed, a resolution
seems unlikely for several reasons. First, this would have to
pass both "houses" of its governing body before passage.
Opponents may choose to work within smaller, unofficial church
groups instead of fighting a lengthy legislative process on this
nomination. Second, the church has an unwritten policy against
commenting on nominees -- it did not comment on Bork or Souter
and may feel it inappropriate to voice its opinion now.

However, a telephone call from the President to the Presiding
Bishop might be a good idea: Bishop Browning is a leader within
the ecumenical movement, and the Episcopal convention will
attract national attention due to debates on several public
policy issues.

Most mainline churches -- including the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America, the United Methodist Church, and the
Presbyterian Church (USA) -- has historically remained silent on
political appointments. However, the National Council of
Churches (NCC), the ecumenical group that represents these and
other mainline denominations, strongly opposed the Bork
nomination, even testifying before the Senate. The NCC may
consider organizating a similar campaign on this, and we will be
following this closely.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 3, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ®
T

THROUGH DAVID DEMARES
' ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: LEIGH ANN METZGER
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR DUBLIC
LIATSON

SUBJECT: SUPREME COURT NOMINATION

On Tuesday delegates to the 1.6 million member United Church of
Christ's General Synod voted to oppose your nomination of
Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme Court. Other malnllne

- Protestant. denominations may discuss and- comment  on. the
nomlnatlon during summer conventions as well.

Of special interest to you, the Episcopal Chuxzch begins its
annual convention on July 11th in Phoenix. A telephone call to
the Presiding Bishop might be a good idea, since he is a leader _
within the ecumenical movement, and the Episcopal convention will
attract national attention due to debates on several public
policy issues.

Until noon on Friday, July 5th, Bishop Browning can be reached in
A York at (w) 212-867-8425 or 212-922-5322 or (h) ("W‘)
ﬂ From the evening of July 5th through the end of the
- conference, Bishop Browning will be at the Hyatt Hotel in Phoenix

at 602-252-1234. Father Chang is his admlnlstratlve deputy and
may answer if the Bishop is out

\//2;: Governor Sununu
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. Clarence Thomas, a black,
is Ronald Reagan’s chairman of the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
Hewalks 2 lonely road, nor really agreeing
| with consercartees or liberais

A
QUESTION
~ OF
FAIRNESS

BY JUAN WILLIAMS

§ A CHILD IN THE 19505, CLARENCE THOMAS \WORS
A‘c:he ragged hand-me~downs familiar t many 2 poor |
lack child in the segregated South. In the earlv
1960s, s the first black =ver enrolled ar St. John Vianpev
Minor Scminzry, in Savannzh,*Georgia, he wore plair,
neatly pressed shires and slacks, along with an expression
that bespoke a painful shyness. The goatce, the slack
leathier jacker, and the solidariry with Malcolm X came 2z
Hely Cross College, in Massachusetts, during the late
1960s. Yale Law School and corporate legal work in the
1970s finally brought Thomas a measure of real status and
afucnce. Now thirty-eight, and the chairman of the U.S.
Equal Employment Opporaunity Commission (EEOC).
Clarence Thomas dresses in dark, clegant, conscrvative
business suirs. He earns $71,000 2 vear and, when he is not
being chauffered in a government car, drives 3 Camaro
TROC-Z. The desk in his Washington office is 2n impres-
sive structure of polished oak. Bchind his leather chair
stand two flags, one the Stars and Sexipes and the other
bearing the legend “Don’t Tread on Me.™ It is an apr
mouo for the head of an agency charged with ensuring thar
discriminacion based on mace, sex, age, religion. or national
ongin does not occur in the workplace, and that should it
OCCUL appropriate steps are taken ro seek redress.

The leaders of many civil-ights and women's groups
wonder how seriously Clarence Thomas wkes that moro.
Indeced. some of them loathe Thomas. He is, after all, 2
mernber of the Reagan Administation—ics second-high-

- est-ranking black. He is the top federal offcial chareed
with curbing discrimination in che private sector Every
American company with mora than fifteen emplovees
must adhere to guidelines ser by the EEQC on how to
trin. hire, and promote women, minorites. theelderi+,

Clarence Thomgs in iis Washington N " affan
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and the handiczpped. Thomas not only shapes and en-

foress those guideimes Hue helps 10 define Reagen Admin-

istrzgen poiicies wWith respect. o dlack Amenea generally,
policies that most blacks and white liberals zbhor. Hod-
ding Carrer ITI, an officid] in the Carter Administrzrion and
now 2 svidicated colymnist, recently characearized
Thornas’s performance a5 similar to that of the “ ‘chizken-
ezting preachers’ who gledly parroted the segregetionists’
iine ia exchznge for 2 few crumbs from the white man’s
tabie.” -
And ver, as I discovejed In 2
aing 1oomas’s neardy fve years in offies, Thomaes does
weke sentously the surted responsibilides of his positon.
He simplv ®ishies w0 change what the word dsoimsmanon
means 1a the EEOC' pfficial lexicon from whar it has
- Meant o7 more than twodecades. And even though heisz
commimed supporter of President Reagan, Thomas brings
w0 his job 2 view of race felations in the Unired Seares that
Ronzld Rezgzn probably does notsuspact he harbors. The
President’s director of LJL: EEOC is something of = black

: series of interviews span-

" natonalist. 25 weli as 2 sad, lonely. toubled, and dccph '

pessimisuc public servage.

Uldmazely, he'said wime ong day, uming away asif o’

avoid -'-"e:‘.!mg some pfivare hurt, it doesn’t mawer hat
black znd white Amedchns are unlikelv ever to ses each
other zs anywiing buc blacks and whites. It doesn’t macer
‘that 2 Jlack man in Amprea Is only mrelv judged on the
basis of his chzmerar radher than thar of his coloz It does
not rezlly marer tar e dream of racial icregraton—of

upiift Zhrough ._d-cac'onx. of gradual zbsorpdon into the so-

cial and econemic maingtream—has not worked for most

black A=zertcans. even for those who, like him, heve.

leaped the boundaries gf the ghewo and, it would secem,
“mace t” ina white wardd. For when you get dghe down
to it. Thomas saic. succasstul blacks don't pardcuizrly like
the kind of integrztdon thar whites have crafted for chemin
the past chismy vess. Increasing numbers of middle-class
blacis see integrad mply as window dressing: biacks
may be present and -v'is.-*;ble, put only a few have anv real
power I

Cn tnis poine CI rence Thomas accumiely caprures the
frostadion of mas 'mddl’-c'..ss blacks: people who are
educsrad, cr—xol cc in "na.ilcr.a’.z‘g and high- Pﬁ’v‘l—-" posi-

F*colic:bl. 0 therr uhm: hcnas and c-ullcagues. Th. rca-
son for it quite simply, js rece. “There is nothing vou czn
do o ger pest black skin.” Thomas said. ~I don't care how
educated vou are, how|good vou are at what vou do—
vou'll never have the S2me conracrs of oppormxainies.
vou'll meverbe seenas cquq& o wihites.” In interiiews and
in pcll< middlelass blapks repeztedly come off as resent-
!zhour therritves inw ‘mc America: angny at the pleasure
some whites mke 1 the:  progress made b\ blacks (even zs
black fami l.‘:\ c“r.mu: 20 m_\c in a::cml: Fﬁ-.-mnc cents for

mal networks among whites thar facilicate advancement,

Bur while Thomas may share the resentrment of other
middie-class blacks, he does not share much else. He has
his own ideas zbout how ro deal with racism anc discrimi-
nadon, and trose ideas have made him less 2 radica! of the
far right than ideologically sui geaeris. He does not, dees
down, sharc the Reagan Administration’s professed belief
in 2 “colorblind™ sociery, because he believes thar such =
society probably cannot be achicved. It is unlikely thar
whites will cver fully accepe blacks as equals, in his opin-
ion, and so blacks should prepare w do for thamselves: bv

- making black schools into rigorous training grounds. by ia-

vestng in black busmess, by working for black corpora-
tons, and by living in black neighborhoods. Forget the z-
ditional pressurs racrics—demonstrations, bovcorss.
lobbying by civil-rights groups-—that are meant o gzin 2
share of power, wealth, and influence in white American
insdmions. 4 )

Thomas’s ideas have come 10 Washinzton ar a time
when the United States is entering what might be cailed

- the post-Romantic period of the -\mcnca civil-rights

movement.- Ronald Reagan has won two terms in the
White House with lide support from black vorers. He
owes nothing w the black clecrorate. He marely speaks ¢
black groups and never meets with civil-rights leaders. Y—*
Thomas’s rzcial agendz suirs the Raagan -'sdmxuxc'*mo
agenda just fine. Thomas is an opponent of busing, argu-
ing thar black children gain nothing from simp!v sitting
next to whires and can do quite well in their own schools.
He is a2 cride of the 1934 Supreme Court decision in Browr
v. Boerd of Educarior, which declared the segregaton of
public schools to be illegal. Thomas thinks that the Court's
ruling was based on the assumption that any all-black
school had to be inferior to an mtcgrated school. (TA.o*" 5
a single parent, sends his son o an 1ntcgrat¢d private
school in the Washingron suburbs burt insists that whether
the school is integrated, all-black, or virmually all-white s
wrelevant, and thar he chose the schoo! he did only in the
interest of obtaining the best educadon for his son.;
Thomas is also against affirmative action to get more
blacks mto U.S. corporartions, contending thar affirmadve
acdon—meszning goals and umetables for emplavers wh
have hired few, or have never hired, blacks—no: onlv is
window dressing but also has failed to help the mass of
poor black people ger into the mainsweam economy. Affir-
mative zetion, he believes, has primarily meant moze mon-
ev for a few qualified blacks, usually the scions of the
already well-to-do. Thomas fights angrilv against require-
ments that emplovers alter tests to allow as many blacks as
whites to pass. These prescrdprions suike him as “assur-
ing that blacks lack intelligence” and that they “can't per-
form as well 25 whites.” Lowering standards on tests, he
says. may help a few blacks ger a few good jobs. bur it also
puts the federal imprimarur on che idea that cd'...catcd
bLactxs can’t compere, and therefore lends cr»dc"c" w©ir
ioss that isn't worth the min. Thomac frames ro

SPEms e
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schools ro admit morg blacks. White liberals. who wznt o
and “dual” schoo! systems in the South. shouid “leave
dlack people zlone.”

Thomas stands in
wen. wno argued ags
Bois earlier
read hiack

the Tadizon of Booker T. Washing-
nst integradonists (tke W.E.B., Du-
in this qerrury. Washingron contended chat
slaves sHould remain in their cwn southem
cummuatces, work hird. and develop their own fzmms and
businesses. Thomas fevors smengthening black businesses
i1 which emplovess can amass clpiml and emplovees can
make It on their gwniwithour the stigma of being labeled
“one of the blacks” in the firm. Thomas believes thas the
mest signuficant progress made by the Amencan civii-
rig 15 movement i3 due w the individual eforts of black
z and womeq. sw@nding fm in the fzce of overt rac-
s 2nd demanding their dghrs
as Americans. Thomas puts litele
stock 1 ruiings by the Supreme
Court. decisions made in the
- Whize House. or the zood
wil of whites who s DpOrT inze-
gradon. Like Booch T. Wash-
ingtan. Thaomas puss his faith in
the ab:..n of D'.u(.'\ pcopi- o use

l

e
-V -

do for themseives. -I'c quo:es

from memory zhess words of
]

Maicelm X: “The !

American
- -
black mazn should be focusing his

Sverv ofort oW uilding his
g2 Susia d de:cu.
homes Jorh .se’.x'. Ag other ezh-
nic group have dofe. let the
black geople. wherqver possi-
ble. howevar sossiblel patronize
their ovwn kind. hire! their own
kind. starria rth|Sc: ways [0
buiid ;, :bc a -C\ race’s abilicy
w0 &o ds che only
ciczn bl ck man is ever going
spec” 1

and

To0 get re-

. ]
Clarence Thomas. insum. is

S a man who does nag ses in-
£y ¢z for the pmblem of biack Amer-
ica. The t‘::::..::: integradionist agizadon of black civil-
dights lescers leaves .Lrn cold. He agrees with Resgan's
cher*-curv':fzr"on of the civil-rights leaders a5 oid men fo-
dng discontezt m justfy their owa “rather good posi-
“The issue 13 sconomics—nor who likes vou.”
Thomas has told me. FAnd when vou have the economics,
people dﬂ have a wav of changing cheir ardrudes owar
vou. [ don'tses how the mwl-ngh:s peop‘]e todav can claim
Malcol=r X 25 one of their own. Whare coes he sav black

n’on.\,.

peopiz saauld g0 ocgg_no the Labor Deparmment for jobs?
He =

vus he h ) nu:'rz:*qm:s. Where dees e sav vou shouid

DN

Fm e e mtm v v e mameml AT

many Hispanics and women 25 well—Thomas refuses o
see civil rights as 2 marzer of corporaze struggle and grogy
cquity. Are blacks, Hisparics, and women, as groups. vic-
ums of discrimination on the jeb, zs evidenced by Zrous
swgstes on hiring, promotion. and pay? Thomas is not ~=rv
much interested in this question. What abouc an indicidis!
wio claims discriminadon? Here, ané hers alonc. 2 bl
or 2 woman might find Thomas to be 3 friead in court.

acx

LARENCE THOMAS WAS SENT TO LIVE WITH His
grandfather, Mvers Anderson, when he was seven
vears old. His father had long before lefr for Phiiz-

delphia; his mothar had remarried, and her new husbznd

didn't want children from the previous martiage arouad.

' Thomas, his mother, and brots-

er had Deen living in 2 room off

an allev in Savannah for abou: 2

vear.. Before thar the childrern

had lived in Pinpoint, 2 ruz-
down rown ourside Savannzh
with 2o aunt. Thomas remem-
bers cating cornflakes severai
times a day, waaderiag e
s:ree:s,'plavmcr hooky. Dis-
plaved prominendy in Clarence

Themas’s office is a photogr=ch

of Mvers Andeson: 2 mu
older man in a white undess ':z
standing ready to go to w
“When r_hc civil- rights Decui
indict me,” Thomas said soon
after his grandfather’s death, in
1983, “the man they are indice-
ing is that man. Ler them call
him from the grave and indict
him.”

When Thomas and his brother
went to live with their grund-
father in Savannah, in 1936, it was the Arst dme thar thev
had ever lived in 2 house with a bathroom. It was their first
experience of three square meals a day. Their grandfather
had builc his own house, and, although he could barely
read or write, he was a strong advocate of educadon. Clar-
ence could no longer miss school. Anderson, a devout

Carholie, paid 330 a vear for the Thomas bovs to actend an

all-biack Catholic school. run by white nuns. Every zfter

noon ar three it was straight home to change clothes :md

help Myers deliverice and oil. [n the evenings, after wash-

ing dishes. Thomas went, he remembers, to the library for
blacks which had beer built by the Camnegies. (Blacks
wete barred from the Savannah Public Library.) *l used ta
run ro che library o flip through the pages and dream.

1ust remember The \e- Torter, 'lou koow, whas did [ know
B O U LN - » DUGEEE R |

SCi A-
Su il
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is regarded wich such! disdain bv so manv blacks. and so
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to read this, be sophisticared enough to deal with these
kinds of things.” Although Myers Anderson was nearly il-

haps this is the main reason why he
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literare, Clarence came jo appreciare that his grandfather
had not let segregadon dr 2 fack of scheoling stand in the
wav of his [iving 2 decent life. His grandfather, a swrong
Democrzt, had been involved in local efforts to get voting
nights for bizcks, and he voted religiously.

Clarerce leamed ochir lessons from his grandfather
after a visit up North to §e¢ some reladves, \sho were now
shelved in housing projects and living on welfare. “He'd
sav, ‘Damrn welfare, thar reliefl~—Man ain't got no busi-
ness on relief as long as ke can work™

Southern sociery, poth blaek and white, h:m :mor.he.
view of Clarence and his grandfather Black Savannah soci-

ety, Clarerce Thomas refalls bitrerly, knew him as ABC—-

Americe’s Blackest Child (“and you have 10 remember thar
for someone o call vou black in the stxtics, that meanr se-
rious business™). He wgs ridiculed not ozly for his ex-
memely dark compiexon but alse for his hair—thev called
it “nigger naps —and thick lips. Thomas's grandfzther
endured worse. “I remgmber this lady came up tw the
house—Miss Morgzn.” [Thomas told me one day. “Her
" husband wis noted for being fairly mean. She doverup in
¢ of those gree: big Bufick Eleciras. Granddaddy was out
in the field. You sce a egr driviag up and vou always won-
der who itis. beczuse we had 2 dirt ad leading up tw the
nouse—vcu see zil the| dust and evervthing. She said.
Myers. bov.” And vou ¢ould see him seethe. He looked
around and saw his licie kids there. You could sec him
seetite. Peopic szy whad kind of manhood does it =he w0
vell back znd get mad. Bt what rust it have mhken for him
-rotonly te mke the insufc burt the stares from his kids sec-
ing him deing called = m'a The most significant things {in
civil nightss] were things thae I saw day-to-day, not tae pro-
tesss downitown orin “:bhmvton

Integrztion touched Thomas's lifs for the first dme in
tenth: grzde. His grend?: zZther decided that he wanted Clar-
cnce. 2 gnod shudent, ‘to artend zn all-white Catholic
boardirg school. St. john Vianney Minar Semipary.
Thomas wzs admined withour incident. He gor excelient

grades and was 2 star q,ln.rt*rbac!\ on the >cnools foarball
team. His grandrather bregged thar his grandsen wouid be-
come 2 Prisst. To..%ndkrso.t, Cla*..ncc became a2 racial
svmbol. Ca vacedons His grandfarher would tzke him to
the loczi NAACP meetags azd have him read his grades
aloud: “Hz thoughr [ was living proof thaz black people
were as good as wine Deuple.

Ir his owa mind. however, Thomas was ia 2 state of ¢ri-
sis. He had never beer hround many whites. Now he was
living with mcm He saw how many more passessions chey
had. how the otker boxs com“...ndcd rESPECt as seminar-

s in a town where hej was at best ignored. (Thormas re-

- members 2 quote from | :ch;rd Wright's Blzct Herropolss:

“But the Amenczn rccnp child of the culture chat crushes

Rim. waats @0 be free inja way chat white men zre free. For

aim to wish atherwise wouid be unpaturzl. unchinksble.™

\'VS' devaszmong of 2 were ths 1ds: ;okes and slights
v Trilow seminapzng o

ade 21 75 expense.

ethicz] model. But, Thomas w!d me, “After lighs out
someone would vell, ‘Smile, Clarence, so we can see vou.'
The statement wasn't the bad parr, it was no one saying
‘Shut up.’ ” On Thursday afternoons, when students went
0 town with their fiends, Thomas was left aloae. Movie
thearers were stll segregated: to ear at 3 restzurant with
classmates would have caused a stic

Thomas remembers 2 “self-hare™ stage, where “you
hate vourself for being part of 2 group that’s goreen the hell
kicked out of them.” He tried to fit in. He avoided every
forn of stereorypical behavior armibured to blacks. He
ook pains to speak perfectly—notin slang, not loudly. He
saesscd academic achievement. But acceprance did not

-come. When he left the seminary, he held a convicdon he

has carried since: there is nothing 2 black man can do tw be
accepted by whites. Conseguenty, despite his ange: at
segregation, he does nor auromadcally grane thar integra-
ton is goad for black people. Thomas wants o know in ev-
erv instance what integradon means for blacks. If it meaas
losma the altermarive of going w their own schools, muaning
their own businesses, then he doesnt like it. He has 0

‘rmanv scars from cpisodes in which. in the name of integma-

tion, he was the onty black. Today he says, “The whole push

W essimilare simply does not make sense o me.”
Thomas’s skeprcism abour integration was heightened

iz 1967, when he enrolled at Imxpacular" Ccncc""or

© Seminary in Missouri ta continue ‘his taining for ta

N vv\nv

priesthood. He smayed only eight months. Martiz
King, Jr, was shot in April of 1968. As Thomas entered 2
room thar day, he heard one white seminarian sav, “Gond.
I hope the son of a bitch dies.™ That was the end of the

‘serninary. Alienared from whites. alienated from the kids

in his neighborhood as a result of having besn away at
school, and alienzted, finally, from his g arandfatr. r over
leaving the seminary, Thomas-worked for a while and then
went north ta Holy Cross. He paid his tuidon with 2 com-
bination of scholarships, work-study (washing dishes in
the kitchexn). and loans. His milizancy became pre-
nounced. He led the free-breakfast program for black
schoolchildren in Worcester, Massachusertts. dallied with
the Black Panthers, and urged a black walkout at the col-
lege over the issue of invesonent in South Africa. All the
while he kepe up 2 near perfect academic record. Evenru-
ally Thomas decided he wanted to be a lawver and he was
accepted by Yale Law School. .
At Yale. Thomas avoided his professors and sat in

‘back of the classroom. He did not wanr 1o be idendficd as
a black student—one who pethaps had been admiced and
must be coddled precisely because he was black. Hc
shunned courses touching on civil rights, instead studying

tax law, legal accoundng, antittust law, and properey law,
He remembers feeling the “racnkey was on mv back™ be-
cause classmates believed char he and the dozen or so oth-
er blacks in his class were there 10 sadsty the school’s so-
cizl-policy goals. not because of their academic

e e
~ o,

quzlifczuons. Nevertheizss, Thomas thevad scademice-
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mously in the librarv,
impressed by the han
the notion thar he

he earned good grades. He was less
barfi-edged minudae of the law chan by
compedng successfully wich the

best white minds. Yale gave him renewed confidence even

as he was. in effect. hiding his face w avoid ealling arten-
don w0 his rzce. Confusion and conwadicdon reigned in his

life. He felr alicnarad from a svstem that was trving to

open itseif 1o him, an
been before.
Even as Thomas

1 became more of a loner than he had

furned inward. he was being urged

into 2 posidon of leadership by other black swdents. who

were prossing Yale to
tzke the assignment.

He saw that many of the blacks who

started Yale Law School did not graduate. Most of those

who did grzduzte w

re the sons and daughrers of black

lawvers, doctors, and reachers. Thomas could not jusdfy
leading protests o ger more Yale law degrees for middle-

ciass diacks. “If quo

help vou. fine,” he has wld me. “If

they mzKke vour life|wonderful, fine. If they get vou 2
BMW or Mercedes. sgy thar is why vou want quorzs. Man.
quotzs arc for thcmbE

L h_p'*e..z'_;g:a the

just wherz they were

ck middle class. Bur look 2t what's
scs. Those are my people. They are
before any of these poiicies.”

At the ezd of law sthool Thomas felt na debe ta whites
at Yale for ailowinrg 2 black man from 2 poor family w go m
school there. The suggestion thar his education is proof of
the good done by afirmacve-acdon policies, execured in

good faith to end the
schools, znd unempl
black peopie are ind

harmful evele of broken families, bad

pyroent, angers him. “I don't think
ebted to anvbody for znvthing. No-

bady has done us aay favors in this counery, buddy. This
thing about how they let me into Yale—that kind of swif

offends me. All zhey

did was stop stopping us.”

As Yaie ended and Job interviews began, Thomas found
himseif sicgled out again. Recruiters from top firms kept
mendoning that diejr fmms would allow him w da pro
boco work. He bolted from some interviews in anger.
White studerts wid him pro bono work was nor menrtioned

In therr Interviews.
a0t 2 social worker Iff

[ wear w0 law school w0 be 2 lawver,

I want to be 2 soal worker, I'll do it

on my owr ame.” Thomas vidmarely took 2 job with an-

othier Yale 2lurmaus,

John Danforth, now a2 U.S. senator

but 2z the dme Missouris Republican artomey general.
Danforth didat mention pro bano work. He promised
Thomas no specizl oeaunent because of his race. Thomas

becare counsel
the mx commission.
lnsisg~g that he wo
by people who woul
because he was bizck]

¢ statc department of revenue and
e avoided work on any racizl issues,
d be judged 3 second-rate intellect
i assume that he was involved only
“Daniorth was 2 good gev. " Thom-

as said once. “He igapred the hell out of me.”

Thomas warked fi
chree vears, and rhe
chemical company. I
Senaror’s Washingron
rights issues, such as

bt the State of Missouri for almost
n went to work far Monsanto, the
h 1979 he rejoined Danforth, in the
office. again working or non-civil-

ecergy and the environment. And he

became a Republicen

>

accept more blacks. Thomas did oot

4

MONTH BEFORE RONALD REAGAN'S FIRST INACU-

guration Clarenee Thomas paid his way to San Fran-

cisco for 2 conference of black conservauves. Rez-
gan’s overwhelming elecdon victory, won with almost no -
black support. had put the spotlight on the few blacks who
counted themselves in his camp. Excepr for Thomas
Sowell, the economist, most of the black conservatdves
wete. like Thomas, relanvely unknown. They took gles-
fully 1o the sudden zoendon from the press. [ was then an
editorial writer for The Wasaingron Post, and I flew w San
Franciseo ta hear the policy arguments being made by
Ronald Reagan’s black admirers.

Thomas was the most interestdng of a very self-impor-
tant crowd, because he was so brumlly candid. In discuss-
ing welfare policy he explained that his opposition o pub-
lic assistance was an ourgrowth of his sister’s experience on
welfare in Georgia. “She gers mad when the mailman is
late with her welfare check, ™ he said. “That is how depen-
dentshe 1s. What's worse is that now her kids feet endtled
to the check wo. They have no modvaton for doing better
or gewing out of thar situation.” " His frankness in reflecting |
on his own posidon as 2 black conservative is, in retro-
spect, touched by ironv. “If [ ever went to work for the
EEOQC or did anything directly connected with blacks. mv
carcer would be irreparably ruined. The monkey would be
on my back t prove that [ didn't have the job becauss I'm
black. People meeting me for thg first time would auto-
mateallv dismiss my thinking as second-rate.™

I wrote a column for the Posz abour Thomas that drew
the arrendon of the Rezgan wansitdon team. Various jobs in
the Adminisorzdon were discussed. Thomas, however,
was refuctant to move to the executve branch. The col-
umn had attracted as much cridcism from the left as inter-

. est from the dghe. Thomas was uncomfortable. Finally,

though, in May of 1981, despite his misgivings, h¢ joined
the Administration as the Department of Educadon’s as-
sistant sceretary for civil righes. He kepe a low profile and
generally avoided the press. Bue he stimred controversy
among ctvil-fighrs acdvists from the stare. For example, he
set out rether quickly o overtum the government’s policy
of pressing southern smtes to unify their separate whits
and black college systems, arguing that an end to the so-
called dual system would mean an end to the historieally
black colleges thar had educated 2 majoriry of the nadon's
black professionals. Civil-rights groups saw him as plaving
into the hands of southern white separadsts. Thomas did
not have time tw ride out the storm. Eight months after
he began his job at the Deparmment of Education, the
President nominated him to head the EEOC. He
became the only black with any real power in the Reagan
Administration on matrers involving civil rights. (Clarence
Pendleton, the chairman of the U. S Civil R:ghts Commis-
sion, is empowered only to conduct studies and make
recommendadons. ) ‘

Soon after Thomas’s nomination he and I began meet-

ing regulariv for informal conversatons, most of them on
the raened T ums By thon 0 Whice Wlarrre ~occmrenmd ae e

GuUY. UL
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znd Thomas thoughe that the conversatons would be ad-
vanrageous o him. Evenmally we began w wlk easily and
2t length. He was ouwsppken and frank in discussing his
shifting choughts on ¢ivil rights, his fruswradons, 2nd his
worries about his starus within the Administradon.

The Zqual Emplovment Oppormunicy Commission was -

created by the Civil Rigiies Act of 1964, as a means w en-
force starutory pronibidqns agaiast job discriminadon on
the basis of race, sex, cplor, religion, or national orgin.
The commission has fivejmembers, who review every czse
recommended by the EBOCs generzl counsel as possible
materizl for & lawsuit. All the membess are polides] ap-

i , Thomas oversees the ageney's

pointess. As the chai

lawvers and regulztors

significant source of infiuenes.
ived 10 investigating  charge and

The EEOC's poweris
the emplover The 2

sccking 2 sertlemert wi gency can
subpoeza evideace, w2keltesumony, and file suit on behalf
of z defendant ora cless gf defendants. The EEOC cannot
eif dne or penalize thi emplover any other way. The
agency zlsa has a congressional mandate to deal with em-
_plover disertminazon onjthe basis of age, as well &5 w in-
vestgaze violadons of the Equal Pav Act (which requires
zr equz! pay be given o persons doing the same job).
Stouid General Mowrs be prodded o wraia more wom-
en weiders® Should companies. reasoning that oider work-
2rs have peasion incomeite make up for z loss of salary, be
allowed w lay off the cldery first? Are secretaries being

=

paid less than janimrs because secretarial work is 2 tradi-
tionally female accupadon? Should 2 business be permit-
ted to promore blacks who don't pass qualifving tests, on
the grounds that five dmes as many blacks as whites fil
such tests? These are the kinds of questions that come be-
fore the EEQC. For more than two decades an esublished
part of American corporate life has consisted in oying to
keep the EEQC at bay. Last vear the commission pro-
cessed 66,000 complains. Whether the EEOC files a law-

suit in any particular case depends largely on Clarenes

Thomas's conception of faimess.

Thomas rold me a story from his bovhood o illustrate
what fairness means w him. He was on the back porckh.
plaving blackjack for pennies with some other boys. As the
game went on. one bov kept winning. Thomas finally saw
how: the cards were marked. The game was stepped.
There were angry words. Cards were thrown. From all

. sides fast fists snawched back lost money. There could be

no equirzble redistributdon of the pot. The stongest, fist-
est hands, including those of the boy who had been chea:-
ing, got most of the pile of pennies. Some of the boys
didn’t get their money back. . The chearer was threazzned.
The bovs wha snarched pennies that they had not lost
were also threarened. But no onc really wanted to fight—
they wanted w keep plaving cards. So a different deck was
brought out and shuffed. and the game resumad with &
simple promise of no morc cheating.

Thne tond is [ike 2 mackere! skin tonighe.

the mackerel liKe 2 beaded ¢vening bag.

This is like thar} that is like this, oh.

let’s c2ll che whole thing off 2nd take it sumighs
vthing slse,

Even the pamrotiand the apish ape

aothirg 15 like

r::irmr. mimic. 2nd do like—unmatchac.
To begin: algze; abzlone, dlewife—

cach the spitdng unags of iself

Likewise beedds (pomato, searad. and whirlizi).
Notting even cdmas close 0 barrel cacrus:
original chan z bog.
mors == than the cougar and crane
seve all the abc:}!'c named.
. I've naver seen ‘ﬂything like iz—dusthawls. deen
the descearof g ’

nothing is more

n and estuaries.
Szkes of snow (nc wo like), nire,
=S. .a.nd g'L‘.'.IS.

=h
—

LIKEWISE

© are unique—zhere is nothing like a dam.

Diro inbreeding, ice ages. indusmializadon.

joshuz wees, lagoons, and the law-

thar 1o liken a lichen is wutologiczl.

Indeed. the rule of diminishing simile Lolds

that all of these are idiosynerasies:

the Leakeys, legumes, maize, marsupials, and moose.

Virmally nothing is exeransous here—

rot archids. coze. pampas, nor peat.

This is the world of plenitude and power—

-every bit of It out of this world: _

the rain and malers, spem. s“v.fnps.'add swans.

As we now inch toward an end—rvectors
and 3 winter that figures o be hkc no other.
sey the selfsame earth is to \our liking
and let us contnue-—veast, Tuceas, 20008,
2fi things like, bevond compare.
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Thart story, Thomas said, is a lot like the smrvof mee re- hundreds of loeal, individual aces of discrimination.

ladons in America. Whites had an unfair advanuge. Butin
1964, with the e of the Civil Rights Act, the govem-
mert stopped the cheating. The queston now is, Should
the government rerymn the ill-gorten gains to the Josers—
the blacks, the Hispanics, and the women who were
chegted by racism and sexism? Does fairmness mean reach-
ing back into the nafion’s past w undo the damage? Is the
son endded o recompense if the mother was a brilliant
businesswoman whd could not find 2 baak that would lend
her money? How zbour the grandson of 2 biack docror who
never eamned 25 mugch as white practiioners but lived the
lifc of the elite among blacks? Should American businesses
have o compensatd for the legaey of slaverv—che poor,
undereducared blacks living in drearv., stuldfving ghetms
that perperuace pegverse values? How would sociery,
especially the socjery of goverament and business.
make amends, even if making amends were its fervent
goal?
Thomas believes that govemnment simply cannot make
_amends, and cherefore should not ery. The bestitcando is
' “to'deal 2 elean decH]
the rules 25 chey have now come w be understood. “There
is no governmencai|solution,” Thomas said. “It hasn’t
been used on anv group. And [ will ask those who profiera
governmenl solutign to show me which group in the his-
tory of this country was puiled up and pur iato the main-
strears of the cconomy with governmenra! programs. The
Irish wer=n't. The Jaws weren's. Use what was used w0 get
others intwo the econdmy. Sbow us the preccdent forail rhxs
expernmentzton on pur race.”

He reumed to the ide of the chearer an the porch: “I’

would be Iving to vou if I said char [ didn’t want somedmes
10 be able to chear in favor of these of us who were cheart-
ed. Bur vou have tol ask vourself whether, in doing thar,
vou do violence to thi safe harbor, and that is the Consdm-
tdon. which says yoy are 10 protect an individual’s rghts
no mazcr what. On¢e vou say that we can violate some-
body else’s rights ip order to make up for whart hap-
pened m blacks or ather mees or other groups in history,
then are vou scting 2 precedent for having cermin cir-
cumstances m which you can overlook another person's
dghes?
[ndividuals who dre proven vietis of discrimination
have Clarence Thomzas’s EEOC on their side in the fight.
Bur people who argue thae they arc vicdmized in corporare
lifc as part of histofical, 2cruss-the-board discriminadon
against 2 group find lirtle sympathy at his agency. It could
be, Thomas says, that blacks and women are gencraily un-
prepared to do cermily kinds of work by their own choice.
It could be chac blacks choose oot to study chemical engi-
neering and that women choose to have babics instead of
going w medical school.
[f an emplover over the vears denies jobs o hundreds of
* qualified women or biacks becanse he does not want wom-
en or dlacks working for him. Thomas is not prc-parcd 140}

cos

bl e e e e T | k—e,no

and let the game resume, enforcing -

Thomas would require every woman or black whom that
cmplover had diseriminated against to come to the govern-

- ment and prove his or her allegaton. The burden is on the'

individual. The remedy is back pay and a job. “Anvone
asking the government 9 do more is barking up the wrong
wee,” Thomas savs.

Thomas hes made it EEOC policy to shy awav from
¢class-action suits. He doesn'’t want to see blacks treated as
numbers. So he favors aggressive attacks on employers
only when thev arc proved w have discriminated against
particular persons. “My view is that the most vulnerable
gnit in our sociery is the individual. And blacks, in my
opinion being one of the most vulnerable groups. should
ﬁgh' like hell to preserve individual freedoms so pcople
can't gang up on us. Blacks arc the least favored group in
this society. Suppose we did band together group againse
group—which group do vou r.hink would win? We're
breaking down everything, ten percent for the blacks,
wwenty-five percent for the women, two percent for the

aged, everything-broken out according to groups. Which

group always winds up with the leastt Which group always
seems to get the hell kicked out of it? Blacks, and maybe
American Indians.

“Playing the group game builds up racial conflict. That's
what segregation was all about. Bur now blacks are out
here mising all chis Cain for grouprrights, and the ones who
benefit the most, [ think, would probably be white fe-
males, because they are the best-prepared group.”

Clarence Thomas has - resolved o play by the rules.
Once again one sees the boy on the porch, the respect for
method and procedure. Thomas is consistent. Because the
courts in the past have mandated goals, dmetmbles, and

‘quotas, and because dhese are thereforc the faw of the

land, Thomass EEOC condnues to enforce (though it
may occasionally chaflenge) such decisions. This stance
has somedmes left Thomas isolated within the Reagan
Administraton. But when it comes to new business be-
fore the commission, there is licde in Clarence Thomas’s
record with which a righr-wing Administracion could find
faulc

In “fiscal year” 1980 (October 1, 1979, to September 30,
1980) the EEOC was sertling 32.1 percent of the cases that
it clased, whereas the rate was 13.6 percent in the first haif
of 1986. The proportion of cases in which the EEQC find-
ing was “no cause” (for a lawsuit) increased from 28.5 per-
cent 1 56.6 percent over the same period. A total of 22.3
percent fewer cases were filed in coury in 1985 than in
1981. The decline in the number of cases pleased Thom-
as. He had tumed the agency’s attention away from cases
based on swzdsdcal evidence of discriminadon. Thomas
was sensitive o repors thar white managers often feel
they cannot find coough qualified minority candidates.
Perhaps an employer in the Southwest fires more Hispan-
ics and women simply because he made an effore to hire
them in the first place: the women and Hispanxcs who

woloe 2l  meme vl L
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- who can't do the job wil] be fired. To sue an emplover be-
cause he keeps the deor open t people who may be less
cducared and have livdefwork experience would be w© dis-
courage him from giviag thesc people a chance.

HOMAS’S TENURE AT THE EEOC HAS ALWAYS BEEN
rocky, but it has been rocky for different reasans ar
different dmes. His first task was simply gewing 2

hold on an ageney with| 3,100 employees and fortv-etght

loca! offices. By all accounts the ageney Thomas inherited
was administratively disheveled, with a long backleg of
disciminedon cases. Thomas seems to have been hzppy

with unpublicized bureducradc chores, happy w be left o

hirnself. On his way intg|work every day he would have his

driver stop at 2 Cacholicj church, where he would spend 2

few minutes zlone in praver He does noz arend church on

Sundz=vs. (*God is all fight,” he savs. “I¢’s the people [

don't like.”) Thomas farely spoke with the press. He

worked privately, almost anonvmously, lewing the Justce

. Deparunent and.the Whire House make polidcai pro-.

* ‘nouncemenss on civil-righs policy. In the Adminismation,
" Thomes was often referied to as “the ather Clareace, ™ dis-
dnguishing him from dje more visible Clarence Pendle-
tor. at the Civil Rights|Commission. As one of the very
few promineart blacksjin the Reagan Administracion,
he was cridcized intemally for his infdal lack of 2 public
role.

Once. duting lunch ar the White House mess, Willizm
Bradford Reynoids, dhe izssistant atomey general for civil
rights. was loudly urging him to be more aggressive.
Thomas snzpped back, |“Don't tell me what 0 do, Brad.
All T Aece to do is die anfd stay black.™

If Thomas hoped to §it ouz the war of words between
the Reagan Administragon and the nadon’s leading civil-
rights groups. he was only pardally suceessful. Conerzed
by black lezders as an Uncle Tom, Thomas from time to
time struck back. He publicly castdgared civil-rights lead-
ers who “biwch. bitch. bjich. moan and moan and whine”
abour the Reagan Adm
tests against apartheid i South Afticz and against the Ad-
ministration’s policy of “constructive engzgement” as
less tmportant than effofts =zt home @ improve educaton
tor blacks and end povercy ard drug a2buse among
them. :

Meanwhile, Thomas|found himsclf in occasional dis-
agreements with other [rembers of the Administration.
Thoras freely blamed the Jusdes Department for setting
2 “negadve zgenda” oncivil dghos during the Presidents
first term. He conceded 10 me thae the Administration
“biew it” by supporting mx-exempt status for z segreg:-
donist school. Bob Jonesg Universicy. He stated frankly chat
he was working with rag¢ists, though he ciaimed thar chis
hardly manered. since. 'he said. there are some raciss in
everv Administradon. { JY@ there are a lor of racists in the
Acéminiszzden. So what® There may be more here now.

ton. He chamacterdzed pro-

with an out-and-out racist anyway 10 one who is racist be-
hind your back ") He opposed Atomey General William
Freach Smith when Smith refused ro comply with a
twelve-vear-old federal law requiring federal agencies
submit annual statistical analvses of the number of minor-
ity-group members working in the executive branch. And,
with mixed success. he has set himself against Justice De-
partment actempts to Gvertum cermin existung local quota
plans for hiring and promodon. At one point in 1984 there
was mlk within the Administtzdon of forcing Thomas’s
rcsignadon, or ar the very least of nominating a replace-
ment when Thomas’s term expired in 1983. ,
Though it was at first onlv dimly perceived, however
Thomas wzs wansforming the nature of the EEOC—mov-
ing it firnly toward the Reagan right. The fundamental
change was in the type of lawsuit that the commission wzs
likelv to bring. In rhe past the EEQC had brought a num-
ber of cclebrated class-acdon cases against such mzjor
companies as AT&T and General Electric. The agency
had alleged historical and widespread discriminadoen and
soughtchdnges in hirinig pracdces, -along with back pay for
the victims. Those cascs ended with muldmillion-doliar

" sertlements, and goals and timetables to govem future hir-

ing. Now the EEOC focused on simply enforcing the law
n cases brought by individuals who sought to prove specif-
ic acts of discrimination. The shift ip emphasis fit Admia-
istradon policy. Fewer class-acdon siiits inevitably meant
far less use of goals, dmetables, and quotas o remedy
findings of diseriminadon. It also meant fewer attempts to
swp emplovers from giving tests, sening standards, or re-
cruiting in a manner that caused disproportionately low
numbers of blacks, women, and other minorities to ge:
jobs. .

Thomas held to his version of faimess: individual vic-
dms of discriminadon should be helped by the govem-
ment, burt classes of people who theoredcally were victm-
ized by the naten’s histary of racism or sexism should not
be helped. Indeed, Thomas viewed with deep misgivings
anv finding of discriminadon based on broad statistics—
once the most cffecdve weapon wiclded by the EEOC.
The commission had for many vears used stadstics 10 put
cmplovers on the defensive for not hiring minordes or
women in propordon to their numbers in the pool of quali-
fied zpplicants. Stadsdcs shifted the burden of proof from
the individual, who was charging discrimination. w0 the
company, which had to prove thar it was nor discriminat-
mg. Statisties had been emploved vigorously by the
EEQC ever since a favorable 1971 Supreme Court ruling
in Griggs v. Duke Power Co.

Soon Thomas began to look at the use of statsdcs in the
EEOCs own Uniform Guidelines on Emplovee Selecrion
Procedure, which has been used by the courts as an au-
thoritzave interpretation of the Civil Rights Act of 196+
I Seprember of 1984 Thomas led the five EEOC com-
missioners in a vore o review the guidelines. because. in
his view, thev had become o “rigid.”™ The decision. tn f-

g Ula
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garded the guidelings as 2 landmark in equal-opportunity
law. Iralso had reverberations in the corporate world. Law-
vers had became accystomed to the Uniform Guidelines as
the one and anly sef of mles for playing the affirmarive-
action game-—{or ayoiding race- and sex-bias lawsuits
broughe by the govemment. The guidelines require chat
any prerequisite for emplovmear—a rest, an interview, 2
physical standard. orjz performance evaluation—resulcin 2
selecdon rate for any race, sex, or ethnic group within 20
percent of the sclection rate for the group with the highest
rate. I 2 hundred w{hi:ﬁ apply for 2 job and sixty are se-

lected, that is @ 60 gercent hiring rate for qualified white

applicanss. An emplpver with forty qualified black appli-
canrs would have to hire twenty—a 50 percent hiring
ratc—1io come up with a hiring rave for blacks chat is within
20 percent of the hingng rate for whites.

In jusdfyvicg the freview of the guidelines, Thomas
wrote that they Were
founded on the premisc
“thar bur for unlawful

- discriminadon by an|em-
plovet, there would] riot |
be variadons in the fates
of hire or promortion of
people of diferent rjees,
sexes. or nzrional|ori-
gins. . . . [The gufide-
lines] zlso seem td as-
sume some inhetzne
infeqorney of blacks, [His-
panics, other minoaritics.
aad women. by suggest-
ing that chey should not
be held w che same $tan-
dards as ather people.
even if those standhrds
are race and sex neugal. ™ Last vear the EEQC completed
an internal review of the guidelines, bur it has nor ver act-
ed on this report.

Thomas was roundly eriticized by civii-richts groups for
subjecung the guidelines o scrudny. He cited the all-
black basketball tearn ar Georgetown University, 2 school
with zn overwhelmingly white student body, as an exam-
ple of how stadsdcy could mislead. Would anvone, he
asked 2t 2 congressional hearing, charge thar Georgetown
was discominadng against white baskecball plavers?

[a newspaper intgrviews Thomas spoke freelv of his
disdain for the stagsyical basis of an ongoing EEQC suit.
begun befors Thomas joined the commission. agzinst
Sears, Roebuck & Cp. The class-action suit claimed that
Sears discriminared 4gainst women because it hired 2 far
higher proporton of {nen than women for sales jobs, even
though more wornen applied for the jobs. Sears, the
EEOC claimed. also promoted fewer women than men to
iucrzve commissionpd sales jobs. The governmenr's suit
did not have 2 single hamed plaindff; ir relied solely on ste-
trertme Tharmac vAlA T e Mpm Vees Trron ab vo ol o wom oot np
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didn’t prove Sears guilty of discriminadion. The disparity
1 hiring figures between men and women could, he said,
be due to cultural differences between men and women,
cduczdonal levels, commuring patterns, and other “pre- -
vious evenrs.” Lawyers for Sears actually tried to have
Thomas tesafy in their behalf, hoping he would damsge
his agency’s case. However, the judge refused the mortion
to take his deposidon, ruling that what Thomas belicved.
even as the head of the EEOC, was inclevant. In February
of 1983, 10 Thomas’s satisfaction, the EEOC lost the case.
But Thomas has agreed o have his agency file an appeal
on the basis of whar his [awvers have told him are mistakes
made by the wial judge. Thomas told me that he decided
© go along with the appeal because if he didn't, “the libes-
als would be all over me.” He does not want it said thac he
didn’t give the case every chance w0 succeed.

In June of 1985 Thomas removed another potential
i source of controversy be-

tween employers and the
govemment by leading
" the commissioners G rc-
ject the validiry of the no-
tion of “comparable
worth™: the idea that
people wha are doing dif-
ferent jobs should never-
theless be paid equally if
their jobs require compa-
rable efforr, responsibil-
ity, skill, and training.
Traditionally female oc-
cupadons. such as teach-
ing, could be made to pay
the same wage as rradi-
tionally male occupa-
dons, such as construc-
don. Women’s groups have contended that jobs that
usually go to men pay more because of the old-fashioned
idez that 2 man is supporting 2 family while 2 woman is
merely working for pin money, or supplementsl income.
Thomas countered chat Title VII of che Civil Righes
Act outlawed disparides in pay only when an emplover
paid men and women different wages for doing the iden-
teal job. The agency’s decision closed a potenrdal avenue
of redress for women for the rmainder of the Reagan
Administraton.

In July of 1985 five congressmen and three senators, in-
cluding Senator Edward Kennedy, the ranking Democrat
on the Senate’s Commirtee on Labor and Human Re-
sources, 2sked the General Accounting Office to invesd-
gate the EEOC. They were “deeply concerned chat the
EEOCs ability m cffectvely atack discriminadon in the
warkplace (had] been diminished by a recent shift in pali-
cy which may run counter to the intent of Congress in en-
acting these remedial stawuces.” They insisted that Con-

gress “required an extensive and sustained” efforr from
e BWIMN cmmirmrt g ~rwearear v ow J - J ~o
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Thev complained thar their mandate was “being fouted
by the commission.” -

With the arguments bdrween Thomas and his crites
growing louder, the EEO( chairman suddenly found him-
self warmly received atr dje Justice Department and the
White House. He worked closely with Atomey General
Edwin Mecse in pushing for a change in an execugve or-
der that requires federal cqnuactrs to show that they have
made efforts o hirc mingrities and women. Meese and
Thomas argued thar the prder amounted 1o quotas, be-
cause conaractors who faildd to hire minoritics and women
were given goals and dmexables thar had ro be met under
pain of losing government contacts. For the dme being
the execnrive order remains n effect, however, hecause
Republican polideal stratégists have judged chae deletng
all sugzestion of quoras ffom the executive arder carmics
_ too high a political price.

AST SUMMER P ENT REAGAN NOMINATED CLAR-

§ . ence Thomas to 2 second term as chairman of the
4 EEQC. On August 12, 1986, Thomas won Scnate
- confirmadon. The Senarels unanimous vote came a2 week
after a 14-2 vore by thel Labor and Human Resources
Committee to recommend Thomas fora second term. The
two senators who voted jagainst Thomas in committee
were Howard Metz:nbauh:, of Qhia, and Paul Simon, of
liinois. Merzenbaum saifl he opposed Thomss because
“he has not broughit [t the EEQC] a vigorous determina-
don to enforce the law. . J . He has failed ro show che kind
of leadership which the cyvil-rights communicy is enttled
10.” The NAACP and thel League of United Latin Ameri-
can Citizens said that Thamas was the key to 2 Reagan Ad-
minismadon plan to “roll pack civil rights.”

But the opposition lacked passion. In joint testimony
representstves of other fmajor civil-rights and women’s-
rights groups. ranging from the National Urban League to
the NOW Legal Defenseland Educaton Fund, said they
did not know of any group involved with civil libertdes that
wanted Thomas rezppointed. However, they said, “given
this adminiscadon’s recopd [we] have no illusions that a
nominee commited 10 sgong cnforcement would replace
(Thomas]. This Hobson'§ choice dilemnma dees nothing 10
quier our concems aboug the management and policy of
the EEQC for the past five vears.™ The civil-rights groups
secemed relucrant 1o dethand that Thomas be replaced
even as thev {isted his faples. Their hesitaney carried the
dav and helped o assurd Thomas's confirmadon. And at
the hearings, which wend held in july, Thomas stole his
apponcars’ thunder by tqlling the commines chat he had
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reversed his eardier posidon and ordered the EEOC’s law-
yers to resume using goals and timerables against cmploy-
ers found guilty of diseriminadon. “That’s the law of the
land, wherher I Iike it or not,” he said. When Mewen-
baum asked about his personal view of affirmadve acton,
Thomas rcplied, “Wharever reservadons [ have are purely
personal. They're subversive litcrature now.™ When some
Democrars suggested that Thomas might be merely saying
expedient things on the record while off the record in-
strucdng his lawvers not to return to goals and dmembles,
Thomas privatelv promised, according o committee
members, to send reports twice a vear to the Senare on the
number and rvpes of cases in which the EEOC makes use
of hiring and promotion goals and dmetables. Despite
such concessions, Thomas rewins considerable power 10
push his agenda ar the EEOC—an agenda that amounts o
curbing federal intervendon.

In mid-September, Attorney General Edwin Meese, As-
sistant Atrorney General for Civil Rights Bradford Reyn-
olds, and Senator Swom Thurmond, the former scgrega-

 donist from South Carolina, came to the EEOC’s offices w0

swear in Clarence Thomas. It wis an unlikely sight—the

. three white men shaking hands and slapping backs with .

Thomas. Reynolds had davs carlier atracked Supreme
Court Associate Jusdce William Brennan as 2 man seek-
ing “uniimited judicial power ro further a pessonalized
egalirarian vision of society™ througff racial preferences
and a “liberal social agenda.™ Mecese was about 10 give 2
speech encouraging politicians to disregard Supreme
Court rulings if thev felt the rulings were wrong. Clarence
Thomas, in his moment of triumph, stood shoulder-
to-shoulder with his Administrarion colleagues. None
of the three staved more than 2 few minutes at Thomas's
celebration. But before he left, Revnolds raised his glass.
“It’s a proud mamenc for me tostnd here,” he said, “be-
cause Clarence Thomas is the epitome of the dght kind of
affirmarive action working the right way.”

Clarence Thomsas flinched. Some of his aides looked
down and shook their heads. After all Thomas had been
through in defense of the Administradon position on civil
tights, Revnolds had implicitly dismissed him as an affir-
matve-acton hire. Ard, worse, Revnolds had thought ita
complimenr Thomas showed 2 look of cold hurt—a look
of disgust. He folded his arms across his chest and looked
away from Revnolds. By the dme Meese had said a few
words and Thurmond had sworn him in. an uneasy smilc

. had rctumed to Thomas's face. A few days later, when 1

asked abour his reaction ro Revnolds’s comment, Thomas
waved his hand, as if swating away the memory. “I can't
pay no artendon o Brad,” he said. O

VL2 Ui
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INFORMAL BIOGRAPHY

Clarence Thomas was born on June 23, 1948, in a small wood frame
house outside of Savannah, Georgia. The house in which he was
born, as well as the bed, was owned by Annie Crawford, his young
mother’s aunt. He was brought into this world by a midwife. His
birth certificate reads simply that he was born in Pinpoint,
Rural. His mother’s name was Leola Thomas and is currently Leola,
Williams. His father’s name is M.C. Thomas.  The initials do not
represent additional names. Clarence’s father left while he was
still a toddler, and has lived in Philadelphia most of Clarence’s
life. Clarence would see him only once during his_childhood,}at

the age of nine.

For the first six and a half years of his‘life he 1lived in
Pinpoint with his mother, her aunt and uncle, together with his
older sister and a younger brother, Myers. They lived in the
same wood frame house in which Clarence was born. The community
of Pinpoint is one of many Black.communities outside Savannah,
Georgia. Although development threatens its existence today, in
the ;ate 40;5 and early 50’s it was indeed rural. In Drums and
ShadOWS~-5survival studies among the Georgia Negroes, Pinpoint is

described as follows:

"Pinpoint, a Negro community about nine miles

southeast of Savannah is scattered over some.



twenty or thirty acres on a peninsula
overlooking Sﬁipyard Creek. Manyv of the
small wooden cabins are neatly whitewashed
and are half hidden by shrubbery and
spreading oaks. Flowers and vegetasles are
planted in the most advantageous sunny spots
near the houses and most yards are enclosed
by picket fences, giving a cozy and pleasant
Aprivacy. The lawns, little more than wagon
tracks, twist in and across the settlement.
The informal and haphazard scatterlng of the
‘houses, w1th high shrubbery border:.ng the
lawns, gives an effect that is pleasing and

unusual.

Pinpoint has a church, a pavilion on the
tidewater creek, and a crab cannery. The
men and women who do not work as domestic
servants at the nearby c'ountry places find
employment in the crab cannery or fish and

.. crab and shrimp for themselves. The life is

7. quiet, soothed by the smell of salt marsh.

man e s e e e e e e p——— ¢



The people are, almost without exception,
black or dark skinned, proud, upstanding and
loyal, suspicious of strangers but generous

and trusting to friends." (cites omittéd).

The house in which Clarence and his family lived was simple, but
always neat and pleasant. For 1lighting, they used kerosene
lamps, and there were also several electric ceiling lights. Thef
had no indoor plumbing, and shared an outhouse with severél
neighbors. They carried water from a common pump usually in
water buckets. As alluded to in Drums and Shadows, supra, every-
“ one worked. Women did nday" work cleanlng houses for the whltes
who lived nearby. They also shucked oysters and picked crabs.
Kids would often scrub crab barks to earn spending money. The
men were usually day laborers and/or they raked oysters, fished
or crabbed. They also steamed crabs, which the women then
picked. Clarence’s mother was among the best crab pickers. His
sister, until recently also picked crabs on a regular basis. As
children, they played under the houses, or in the woods and
marsh. They chased and caught fiddler crabs, and minnows,

climbed trees, and played with makeshift toys.

Clarence started the first grade in September, 1954 at Haven Home

School, which was segregated. Coincidentally, Brown v. Board of

'Education was decided that same year. About midway through the



school year, Clarence’s brother and their cousin, Little Richard,
accidentally burned their house down. 2as a result, Clarence and
his brother moved to Savannah to live with their mother. They
lived in one room of a tenement. There was a common kitchen.
The kitchen floor consisted of old linoleum on the ground. There
was an old gas stove that rarely worked and the old ice box in
- the upstairs hall rarely had ice in it. There was also a common
toilet outside. The wooden structure had rotted, the toilet
itself was always filthy and leaked sewage into the backyard.
There was a small kerosene stove in the room for heat. Clarence
,Ausgally.slept on a_loveseat while his brothergsleét.inftheAbed
with tﬁéir mother. Their mother worked long hours as a maid, for.
$20.00 every two weeks. She 1left early in the morning and
returned at the end of the day. Clarence completed the first
gréde at Florance Street School. He attended afternoon classes.
He had poor attendance and often wandered the streets of

Savannah.

In the summer of 1955, Clarence and his brother went to live with
their maternal grandparenﬁs, Myers and Christine Anderson. Their
grandparents had an ice delivery and fuel oil business. Their
grandmotﬁer had a sixth grade education and their grandfather had
goﬁe to the third gfade, élthough he made it very clear that in
those three years he learned nothing since he was only allowed to

attend school for a small fraction of the school year. He



learned haow to read and write a little after he became an adult.
Clarénce's grandfather was a proud, disciplined man who believed
that everyone whq could work should work. He never knew his
father, and his mother died when he was nine years old. He
lived with his grandmother, who according to him was freed from
slavery as a young girl. His grandmother died when he was twelve
Years old. He then went to live with his uncle, who was a hard
man, with a family of about 16 children. Clarence’s grandfather
often told stories of how they had to hunt, fish, farm, and do
"piece" work for nearby whites in order to survivg. Myers
Anderson’s very hard 1ife, _withou# mother or__fathett no

education, and in‘an era of segregation and Jim Crow laws, was a
dominant influence on the way he raised his grandsons. They had
to learn to work and to survive, no matter what happened in the

~world.

The world. of Clarence’s youth was the world of segregated
Georgia. All of life was segregated, schools, libraries, movies,
and lunch counters. There were separate water fountains and
public restrooms for those who were "colored." Clarence recalls
an incident when they were traveling from Savannah to the farm in
Liberty County. As was customary, they stopped for gasoline.
His grandfather asked whether his wife could use the restroom.

The attendant said there was no "colored" restroom. Clarence’s



grandfather loudly and forcefully told the attendant that if his
wife couldn’t  use their rest;oom, he couldn’t use their gas.
And, they sped off and stopped at a gas station with a "colored"
restroom. This was the reality in which Myers and Christine
Anderson were determined to raise two boys who could do for
themselves.

Clarence and his brother worked with their grandfather on the
oil truck or at whatever he was doing when there was no need to
deliver oil. During the school months, they were required to be
dressed and ready for work by 3;00pm._ Schodlrended at 2:30pﬁ.
There waé always work tp be déne: in the yard, on old houses
that their grandparents owned, maintaining the trucks and car,
painting, rqofing, plumbing, etc. On Saturdays, if there was no
0il to be delivered, the car had to be washed; the léwn, cut; the
hedges, trimmed; the yard, cleaned, shoes polished and so forth.
To Clarence and his brother, there seemed to be ho rest for the

weary.

Clarence’s 'grandfather believed that he could do just about
anything. And when Clarence and his brother would say they

couldn’t do something, he would chastise them not to use the word

“cant." "0Old man can’t is dead. I helped bury him," he would
often say. For example, in the winter of 1957, he decided to

build a house on family farm land that had lain fallow for quite



some time. When he. said he would build something, he meant
exactly that. He had previously built the house in which they
lived in Savannah and several of the houses which he owned in the
neighborhood. Clarence and his brother were required to work
closely with him to build the .house carryiné cinder blocks,
mixing cement, etc. In the spring of 1958, with the house
completed, they began.to farm. Each year they cleared more and
more land to plant and cultivate. They also raised chickens,
pigs, and cows. They built garages, barns and a wire fence
around' a hundred acres or so. 1Initially, their grandfather

plowed with a horse and mule, with Clarence and. Myers following
'Hiﬁ:"Létér he bought_an.old‘Ford.t;aEtof;n'Theh Ciérehde and
Myers began to do quite a bit éf plowing at the age of 13 or 14.
They also used the tractor to haul logs and to cut and rake hay.
Aside from plowing with a tractor, the rest of the farm work was
done manually. They worked from "sun-up td sun?down“ with an
hour to an hour and a half for lunch. The extended lunch breaks
were necessitated by their grandfather’s nap after lunch. Myers
Anderson believed, to his grandsons’ chagrin, that the sun

should not catch anyone still in bed. Everyone should start work

as soon as there was enough daylight to see.

Myers Anderson believed strongly in the maxim: early to bed,
early to rise. He usually went to bed between 8 and 9 p.m. and

rose between 2 and 4 a.m. If his grandsons occasionally were



fortunate enough to sleep surreptitiously until 7 or 8 a.m., he
would observe that they must have thought that they were rich.
And, he would lecture them that a poor man could not afford to

sleep that late.

Clarence’s grandparents were honest, hardworkin , and deeplyA
religious people. They believed that hard work and decency wére
indispensable. For example, at no time could the grandsons’
refuse to do an errand for any neighbor. Adults were to be
addressed in a respectful manner: yes ma‘am, yes sir, Miss
Gladys, Cousin Bee. At no time was abchild permitted to debate

" an adult.

Hard, honest work was the constant lesson. Sometimes it seemed.
_harsh. Clarence’s grandfather repeatedly warned his grandsons
that if they didn’t work they didn’t eaﬁ. And, on almost a daily
basis he would remind them that his goal was to "“raise them
.right“, and teach them "“to do for yourselves." To his
grandparents’ way of thinking, their grandsons had to be self-
sufficient, especially in an environment in which the odds all
seemed to::be against them. The objective often seemed to be
learninq@§§w fo live, without coming into contact with or relying

on a hostile, segregated world.



Myers Andgrson was fier¢e1y independent, and belie?ed that his
freedom depended on his ability to survive, without reliance on a
hostile government and in an environment in which it seemed that
Blacks only had privileges——nbt :ighﬁs. Christine Anderson was a
quiet, saintly woman. She woula voften intercede with her
husband, on behalf of their two grandsons. Her most constant
instruction to her grandsons was "say your prayers." And, éach
morning she greeted them with their lunch, hot breakfast, and
gospel music from the radio station. She, .too, worked

constantly.

' Clarence’s 'Qrandpafents enrolled him and his _brothér in st.
Benedict’s Grammar School, a segregated catholic school.

Although the physical plant was old, the education was rigorous.

Franciscan nuns taught then. Education was the number one
priority. No excuses. Myers and his brother were informed and
reminded, as required, that in any disagreement with the
teachers, they were always wrong and the teachers were always
right. Clarence and his brother missed one-half day from school
during the entire time they 1lived with their grandparents.

Educatioﬁ was seen as the key to a better way of life.
Clarence’s grandfather felt that Catholic schools were better
because there was corporal punishment, discipline, and uniforms.

He didn’t see how a child could be taught without these.
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Clarence, his brother‘ahd their grandfather were members of St.
-Benedict’s Catholic Church, where the two boys were altar boys.
(Their grandmother attended a Baptist Church.) At St. Benedict’s
Grammar School, the nuns stréssed the inherent equality of alil
people, and pushed the‘students to excel. At home, at school,
and ét Church, Clarence was constantly pushed and encouraged to

perform and achieve--no matter what the odds were.

From 1962-64, Clarence attended St. Pius X High School for the
9th and 10th grades. St. Pius X was also segregated and also

.taught;by the Franciscan nuns. In }964, Clarepce transfe:réd to _
.Sf;“Joﬁn V}aﬁney Minor'Seminary near Sévannah. He repeated the
10th grade in order to take three Years of Latin. He finished
his hiéh school education there in 1967. At St. John’s, he was
the only biack student in his class. There was one other black
student in the freshman class during Clarence’s first year,
however, he did not return for his sophomore year. Attending st.
John’s was Clarence’s first regular contact with whites, other
than ‘nuns. At st. John’s, Clarence redoubled his efforts to
achieve. ‘And, he did very well. One indication of what his
classmates thought of his efforts can be gleaned from a
statement which they placed under his yeafbook picture: "Blew

that exam, only got a 98."
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From 1967-68, his freshman year in college, -Clarence attended
Immaculate Conception Seminary in Conception Junction, Missouri.
He transferred to Holy Cross College in Worcester, Massachusetts
for his sophomore year and graduated with honors in 1971. There,
he helped found the Black Students Union, where he served as an
officer for three years. He worked in the Free Breakfast Program
and tutored in the Worcester community. A Clarence was an,
excellent student who was considered by many to be a "“grind."
His college education was financed by a combination of

scholarships, loans and work study. However, there always seemed
to be well-;ntentiongd persons who helped when times were most
difficult. One such person was an anon&mous dohor of $360.00 to

finance a speed reading course for Clarence.

From 1971-74, Clarence attended Yale Law School with the intent
of returning to Savannah. He worked for New Haven Legal
Assistance during law school and the sumhers of 1971 and 1972.
He worked for a small integrated firm in Savannah in the summer
of 1973, financed, in part, by a grant from ‘the Law Students

Civil Rights Research Council.

During his third year in law school, Clarence decided not to
return to Savannah as he had originally planned. Since he was
married, had a child, and student loans, he reluctantly

intervievwed with law firms. In the process, he once again
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confronted an old nemesis, racial discrimination. Though he had
done well in 1law school, he was interrdgated about his
performance in college, high school and even grammar school. The
.interview process tended to be insulting and condescending. The
obvious assumption was that Clarence was not as good as his white

classmates, even if his law school grades were higher.

Ultimately, John C. Danforth, then Attorney General of Missouri,
offered Clarence a Jjob in his office. Clarence was first
impressed by Danforth’s sincerity and honesty. He first admitted
- to Clarence that he did not know how_i;,was_gq_be_Black and ‘poor
éince'he wﬁs neither.. Then he promised Clarence that he'would

treat him the same as everyone in the office.

Clarence saf for the Missouri bar in the summer of 1974. That
summer would be most memorable not for the bar examination but
for his two-month stay at the house of Margaret Bush-Wilson, who
.would later become Chairman of the Board of | the NAACP. She
allowed Clarence to live at her house, since he had no money and
knew no one in Missouri. Her generosity, advice and counsel have

yand remained with Clarence over the years.

In August of 1974, Clarence and his family moved to Jefferson -

City, Missouri. The job in the Attorney General’s office turned
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out to be everything that it had been billed to be. The work was
endless, the staff was small, and there was no bureaucracy in. the
office. It was perfect for a young attorney. Three days after
being sworn in as a member of the Missouri bar, Clarence argued
his first case before the Supreme Court of Missouri. Over the
next 2-1/2 years, he would represent the state in many cases
before the trial courts, appellate courts, and Supreme Court of
Missouri, in matters ranging from criminal law to taxation.

In 1977, Clarence left the Attorney General’s Office and went to
work in the law department of Monsanto Company, where he worked
mon general corporate legal matters such as antltrust contracts

and governmental regulations.

He rejoined now Senator Danforth in August of 1979 as a
legislative assistant. ' During his 1-1/2 years on Capitol Hill,
Clarence was responsible for issues involving enerqy,

environment, federal lands and public works.

He was nominated in the spring of 1981 by President Reagan asvthe
Assistanthecretary for Civil Rights in the U.S. Department of
Education%; In the spring of 1982, he was nominated by President
Reagan to become Chairman of the Egqual Employment Opportunity
Commission.' He was sworn in on May 17, 1982. He was renominated

and reconfirmed in 1986. Having been Chairman of EEOC for more
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than seven years, he has served longer in that position than any

of his seven predecessors.

Clarence was appointed by President Bush to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia on March 6, 1990. He

was President Bush's first appointee to that court.

Clarence's first marriage ended in divorce. He has one son,

Jamal, by that marriage, and has had custody of Jamal since 1983.

For most of his tenure at EEOC he has been a 81ng1e parent. . Jamal

is now 16 years old and a Junlor in hlgh school.

Clarence remarried in May of 1987. His bride is the former
Virginia Bess Lamp. Mrs. Thomas is a Senior Legislative Officer
at the U.S. Department of Labor. Clarence, Virginia, and Jamal

reside in northern Virginia.



2 - . ' : ‘_m
‘ Chat?d ) v
Yo, ; ] THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Kennebunkport, H“aine)

For Immediate Release i July 1, 1351

' PRESS CONPERENGE BY THE PRESIDENT

Walker’s Point
Kennebunkport, Maine

2300 P.H., EDT

THE PRESIDENT: I am very pleased to announce that I will
nominate Judge Clarence Thomas to scrve as Asgsociate Justice of the
United States Supreme Court. ’ —

Clarence Thomas was my first appointee to the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the District of Columbia, where he served for over a
" Year. And I beligve he’ll bde a great justice. He’s the best person
for this position.

Judge Thomas compiled an excellent record at Holy Cross.
He graduated from Yale Law School and served with distinction in the
Kissouri Attorney Generzl’s Office in the Reagzn~Bush administration
and in our adminstration -- my administration. He’s a native of
Pinpoint, near Savannah, Georgia, wherc he was raisecd oy his
grandparents. His background includes 2 strong cmphasis on education
as the key to & better life. And he attended rigorous Catholie
schools where he excelled. After spending a yeecr a2t the Immaculate
Conception Seminary in Conception Junction, Kissouri, Clarence
transferred to Holy Cross College in Vorcester, where he supported
himself through loans an¢ scholarahips and jobs, ané gracuated with
honors in 1971.

After graduation from Yale Lav School, he worked for then
Misaouri Attorney General John Danforth, and spent two and a half
years litigating cases of all descriptions. In 1977, Judge Thomas
practicad law in the private sector, and in 1979, he rejoined Senctor
Danforth as a legislativa assistant in the U.S. Scnate. In 1981,
President Reagan appointed him Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
in the Department of Education. From 1582 to 1920, he served as
Prasicent Reagan’s Chairman of the Equal Engloymeant Opportunity
Commission. And I appointed him to the U.S. Court of Appecls for the
District of Columbie in 1990.

I have followe@ this man’s carcer for some time, 2nd he
has excelled in everything that he has attompted. He is o delightful
and warm, intelligent person who has grcat empathy and a wonderful
sense of humor. Ee’s also a fierccly indepencent thinker with an
excellent legal mind, who beliaves passionately in equal opportunity
for all Americans. He will approach the cases that come bofore the
Court with a commitment to Ceciding them fairly, as the facts and ths
lav reguire. )

Judge Thomas” life i3 a model for all Americans, and he’s
earned the right to sit on this nation’s highest court. And I am
very proud, indeed, to nominate him for this position, and I trust
that the Senate will confirm this able men promptly.

: And now, Judge Thomas, if you’d like to say a few words.
Ané then what we’ll 6o is questions for either of us, ané then if you
tinish those, then 1°1ll be glacd to 8tay and take guustions on a wide
array of subjects.

. JUDGE THOMAS: Thank you, MHr. Prasldeﬁt. I°m honored and
humbled by your nomination of me to be an Associste Justice of the
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Supteﬁe Court of the United States.

As a chilg, I could not dere Sroam that I would gqver see
the Supreme Court, not to mention be nominated to it. 1Indeced, my
most vivid childhood memory of o Supreme Court was. the "Impeach Earl
;arren” signs which linedé Highway 17 near Savannail. I didn’t qQuite
understand who this Barl warren fellow was, but I knew he was in some
kind of trouble,

I thenk all of thos¢ who have helped me along the way and
who helped me to this point and this moment in my life, cspecially my
grandparents, who are -- especiolly my grandparents, my mother, 2ndé
the nune =- 2ll of whom were adamant that I grow up to make something
of myself. I also thank my wonderful wife an¢ my wonderful son.

In my view, only in America could this have deen
possible. 1 look forward to the confirmation process and an
opportunity to be of service once again to my country, &né to be an
example to those who are where I was an¢ to shov them that, indeed,
thaere is hope. ,

Thank you again, tir. President. (Applause.)

THE CRESIDENT: Now, either of us will take questions.
As you can understand, Judge Thomas == the noxt important step for
him is going up for confirmaticn. And as with evary prcdecessor for
the Supceme Court, I’m sure you’ll understand if he won’t take
guestions on specific issuas or philosophy or things of that neture.
But if you have any for him or for me about this appointment cr
petters relating to the Court, I’ll be gla¢ to responé -- I know he
would. And then, as I say, it’s been g while, and we want to go
chead and just have a ganersl press conference on any cther subjects
that cowe te mind. :

Q Mr., President, how will you 2ngswer concerns stemning
from Judge Thomas” days as Chairman of the EZOC, that ia that post he
was soumewhat insensitive to thc concerns of the alderly and civil :
rights aévocates, anc that he 4ién’t aggraessively pursue their
complainta?

THE PRESIDENT: 4ell, obviously, that complaint, if it
vas oven raiseG in hia confirmation hearings for the second highest
court in the land, were satisfactorily answered. It is my view that
the complainta are unfounded, of ccurse, out I doubt if anybody
strongly felt that, that he would have been confirmed for his present
position.

Q Kr. President, last year you vetoed thne civil rights
bill, szying it coulc lezé to guotas. Today you’ve maée a nomination
that could be sasily secn a8 guota-besed. iHow do you explazin this
apporent inconsistency?

THE PRESIDENT: I don’t even seen en appesrance of
inconsistency, beceusc what I ¢id is look for the best man. And
larence Thowas’ name was high on tha list vhen the provious nominee
went forth =-- Judge Souter -=- ilr. Justice Souter now. An€ so I don’t
zecopt that at all. The fect that he is black and a minority has
nothing to Jo with this in the sense thuot he is the bost qualificd at

© this time. AN we hed & very thorough screening process then: we had

one now that we put into forward gear very fast. bDut we 8ién’t have
te start from sguare one.

So Clarancc Thomzs, scasoned now by more experiance on
the bencn, fits my deccription of the best man at the right time, or
the best person at the right time becausa othcr == wowuen were
consiéercd as well. . '

o} But do you see how it could oe ‘percaeived 307

THE PRESIDEKT: No, I can’t ses it.

Q wes race a facter whatsoever, sir, in the selection?

tiORE




j

é

- 3 -

. THE PRESIDENT:t I don’t see it at all., The fact that
he's a minority -« you heard nis testimony to the kind of life he’s
had, ané I think that speaks cloquently for itself., =2ut I kept my
word to the American people and te the Senate by picking the best man
for the job on the merits. And the fact he’s minority, sec much the
better. 2ut that is not the factor, and I would strongly resent any
charge that might be forthcoming on guotos whan it ralates to
appointing the best man to the Court. That’s the kind of thing @
stand for, not opposed to.

Q If I could ask tha Guestion =-
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
Q Was race a factor whatsoever, though, sir?

THE PRESIDERT: ‘lcll, I tried to answer it just then as
best I could. Nice try for the seconc go~around,

Q If I coulcd follow up., There are many people who
felt that, in fact, that wae a plus. WNot that it was a factor or a
quota, but that, in fzet, since the Court roprescents all the people,
there ought to be a minority member. Did you ot all feul that way,
that this was tho best --

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, ycs, but I don’t fael he’s a guotas I
don‘t feel that I had to appoint ~- nominate a black American at this
time for the Court. 1 expressed ry rospect for the ground that Mr.
Justice Barshall plowes, but I don’t feel there should bo & black
scat on the Court or an ethnic seat on the Court, if thet’s what your
question is. I would reiterate, I think he’s the best man. And if
craedit accruves to him for coming up through & tough life =23 a
minority in this country., so much the better. S0 mych the better.

I love what he said at the ené == it proves he can do it,
get the job done. Ané¢ g0 that doos nothing but cnhanece the Court, in
my view., But I just really want ycu to know, we looked at this list
with an idea of really fincing the best, and I think that’s what we
did,

Yes, Charles.

. Q ‘I wonder if T could ask a guestion of Judge Thomes,
Er. Prosideat,

You made referwunee, sir, to Chicf Justice Warren -- the .
warren Court known as 2 liberal court, but one that advanced a lot of
things in the way of civil rightc an¢ on behalf of minorities. How
do you fcael abcut that Court vis & vis the very conservative Court
that you seem to be joining?

JUDGE THONMAS: wWell, I think that wany of the questions
that I will be asked curing ny confirmation process will perhaps
bring thzt comparison out, and I think, out of respect for that
process, 1°ll have to refrain from meking that sort of comparison at
this timo. -

Q Kot even a personal reflection, sir, on what the

iarren Court ¢id for minoritiesg?

JUDGE THOMAS: Kot even a gorsonal reflection.

) Judge, a question for you. Hhet o you sey to’'
critics who say the only rcason you’'re being picked is becausc you're
blzex?

JUDGE THONAS: I think a lct worse thingas have been said.
I disagrec with thet, but I'1l have to live with it.

THE PRESIDINT: Refer thom to the Prasident. (Laughter.)

How sbout that for an answer?
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JUDGE THOMAS: Well, I’1l alge say I éidn’t make the
selection. (Laughter.)

. Q Nr. Presideat, civil rights groups, in partieculsr
Ben Hooks, has signaled that you’re in for thc “mother of &ll
confirmation hearings® if you RoRinated Judge Thomas. What do you
have to szy about that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, one, I find that very surprising
from a man that’s zs3 fair as Ben Hooks, g0 -~ end I learned something
in this job that some of the others that cover us regularly here
understand, and that is that I don’t like to comment on a stotement
attributed to somebody until I‘ve actually rcad it. But I think,
when you go back and look at thc support that Judge Thomas had for
the bench that he now Serves on, that that in itseclf will take care
of any arguments that Someon# -= I just don’t want to fecl that Ben
Hooks said that., I know him, I £espact him, ané I don’t think that
he would say that about Judge Thomas. I°ll be honest with you.

o] At his confirmation hearings before, it wos said
that if -~ he was accepted to thae bench, but if You brought him back
for the Supreme Court, that they dién’t foel that he would ba ready
for that,

THE PRESIDENT: cll, he’s not President and he isn’t the
Attorney General, nor the General Counsel te the President, nor the
Chief of Staff, nor thoss of U8 who scrcened this nomination. It is
our jud¢ment he will. I think ycu’re going to find many scnators
that cisagree with the fact he’s not rcady.

Look, I’m not suggesting therc will be no opposition, but
you‘ve put it on cuite a personzl ono with Ben, ané I just can’t
believe he would make a statement likeo that. I’ve differad with him
on a lot of things and agread with him on many, but I simply do not
want to accept that until I sce it. I’m not questioning your notives
or challenging your authenticity of the statement, but plezse lot me
Just ‘éefer until I take a look ot it.

Q He. President, when you sclected Judge Souter ycur °
aices very ¢learly put out the worc thet Baith Stone of Houston was
the runner-up ané likely would be the nominee if another vacancy came

up. Uhat happened to change the eguation this time?

THE PRESIDENT: tiell, she’s a very able justice ~~ judge.
She was given consiceration than anc now. And I just felt thet Judge
Thomas, with his seascning now, is best prepared to serve. It was .
that. It was not a demeaning or putting down of anybody else,
decause there were sonme very gooc names brought teo my attention,

And I might say -- you know, this just hoppened last
waeek, and some will be saying, well, wes the ocreening process
thorough? And the point I want to make is that I have met several -
times since Judge Souter’s sending to the beoneh to discuss what would
happen if a Supreme Court justicc stepped Gown, with no one
particularly in mindg, but Just to be ready. Seo congideration vas
Given to a wige array of eancicdates, but we’d already done 2 lot of.
homework, . o

ERTE But you ask about Zdith, who comes from my hometown, and
I have nothing but high regard an¢ high esteam for her. But I
Gecided on the advice of psople that I trust that thic is the wvay to
g0,

o] tir. President, the zppointments made by Presicent
Reagan and you have Put the Court on a conservative road. 1Is that
what you wouid like to see for the next 10 or 15 years, to reverse
some of the rore liberal rulings in the past 20 yoars?

THE PRESIDERT: Loock, I Gon’t know hovw Judge Thomes, when
he becomes Mr. Justice Thomas, will come cowa on every issue. Aan¢g,
indeed, I cién’t discuss specific issuus with him. I didn’t discuss

1iCRE



-5 -

them with Judge Souter before ho bacame mr. Justice Souter. But I
did look at this:. would he faithfully interpret the Constitution and
avoid the tendency to legislate from the bench? and that’s a broad
conaiceration, but that was certainly in his favor in my view. Ang I
don”t know whether he’ll agree with positions that our administration
takes or overthrow decisions or change positions that we think are
right. But that doesn’t metter. What mattors is that he faithfully
interprat the Constitution, and I am 1lCO~-percent convinced that
thet’s cxactly what he’ll do.

So we’re not trying te put a phileosophical balance on
this Court. We’re not trying to philosophically affect it. I want
== and I said this long ago, long befora I became President, that the
main consideration in addition to excellence and gqualification is
this concept of interpreting thc Constitution and not legislating
from the federal bench.

Q In the last several waeks you or you a2nd your White -
Houge Counsel have had to act to tighten the restrictions on travel
of yovr subordinates. During this perio¢ of time has Governor Sununu
come Lo vou at all and expresset any apology for ‘any embarrassment
that this might have caused you?

THE PRESIDEKT: John, I’ll tzke your question in one
seconé, but have we done the Supreme Court guestions? Because I
don’t want to get Clarence Thomas, on the e¢ve of his hearings, caught
up in a lot of Gomestic questions of ong kind or another, including
this one which I’1ll be glad to respond to. But if you’d let me come
vack to you as soon as I ask him to g0 into the cool office that is
behiné us. But if there’s any —- a couple more on this, and then
we’ll move on to Nr. Mashek.

Q Could 1 ask Judge Thomas his feelings about quotas?

JUDGE THOMAS: I would give you == again, I’ give you a:
cimilar answer. Uhen I was in a policy-making role, I said what I
had to sey about guotas., As a ju€ge, I have not had an opportunity
to rule on that issue. Eut to the extent that I have any additional
comments, I think, again, out of respaect for the advice and consent
process, I’ll have to leave it for that moment.

-Q Would that also apply to gquestione involving whether
or not there’s a constitutional xight to privacy?

JUDGE THOMAS: Yes.

C Can I have another question for the President?
{Laughter.) Dic¢ your list of possible candidates include anyone with
known prco-choice views or any candidate whose views on abortion you
werc unsure of?

TUZ PRZSIDENT: Probadly., Decause I don‘t know, I didn’t
ask about that.

o] Me. President, thore was a lot of talk about the
pogsibility of an Hispanic being named == '

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
Q -= and, indeed, Judge Garza was interviewed.
THE PRESIDENT: He was,

o] Could you tell ue what your thinking on that was --
why it was that you turneé to Clarence Thomas instead of an Hispanic?

THE PRESIDENT: uell, I think experience in government,
experience on the higher court figured into this, but ligten, that
should not degrade Judge Garza at all. Tho man is 3 very
woll-qualified individuel. Irdeed, he flew up and haé¢ a conversation
with Boyden Gray and with the Attorney General. And I just hac to
meke a very tough ¢all, and I di¢ it. But he’s a good man.
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Q He. President, when did you make this decision in
your own mind and when did you call Judge Thomas to ==

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I called him yesterday an¢ told hinm
I was getting very, very cleose. And keeping the faith with those who
were at the golf course, I c2lled him after I came back from the golf

course. (Laughter.) But -- and then I closed the Jeal today. I haa

one or two points that I wzanted to meke to him to see that he felt
comfortable with them. I wanted to be sure that he knew from me that
there was no litmus test involved, I told him, if it’s not violating
a privacy, that he cught to do lika the umpire -=- call them as you
8ee them, Ané I’m satisfied he will,

)  But I cuess I could say the final Gecision was A:ﬁe
sitting in our living room, but it was pretty well-established when I
talked to him Yesterday afternoon that that’s what I wvanted.

Q Did you talk to any othew candidates personally?
THE PRESIDENT: No, I dié not,

o} fir. President, ¢o you feel as though this
appointment will have any effect on your ability to get a civil
rights bill through the Congress?

) THE PRESIDENT: I don’t think it has anything to do with
it at all,

Q Do you anticipate any problems in the confirmation
hearing?

THE PRESIDENT: Nope. Not if Sveryone iy as fzir as I
think they will be. I think that there will be cuestions raised, 1I
would hope thet there would not be politicel considerations., But,
lock, you’ve seen confirmation hearings before &nd you know that
different pcople come in with 2 wide orray of different Guestions,
many of them philesophical. put I’m satisfied that this man will
pass muster,

Got it?

I don’t want to keep you, get you messed hp in comestic
politics here, Judge, so good luck, and 1’11 sec you in & fow
minutes. (Applause.)

fay I duly note that that’s the first press conference my
family has attended ecnd the first one at which there’s been any
applause. (Leughter.) I hope this will continue.

John,

Q well, the qguestion is, sir, over tho last sovsral
week3d you or you 2n¢ thz White Housc Counsel acting together have
been forceé to tighten the restrictions on travel regoarding your
suborcinates. Has Governor Sununu conc to you during any of this
time and apologized to you for any embarrasement this ney have
cauged?

A THG PRESIDENT: Yes. He’s told me right from the heart

that he regretted very much any controversy and anything that this

| mAy have done to diminish the ethical ctandards of this presidency.
&nd I tolc him, look, I understand this. Ha wont into the staff with

essentially the same message. He said it publicly.

And very candidly, no laws heving been violated, I think
we ought te move on to something rore important., And in this
instance, it gives me a chance to express my full confidence in him
83 we work some very complicatcd issues through the Congress. I
respect him. I value his agvics anc counsel. And I’m hoping thet
this matter is laic to rest. . :
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I think John said, “if mistakes were made, I made them."
“hat more can a man be askecd to say? BAnd so I’Q like to se@ this
matter laid to rest.

. i Q But at the very outset of your administration you
cautioned against aven the appearance of impropriety, which you saia
this brought into. == .

. THE PRESIDENT: That’s why I think he came in and we had
2 good heart-to-heart talk, more than one, about it. I'11l be very
honest with you. My heart aches for his family because they’ve been
through & lot on some of the stories unrelated to this ~- king of
what I refer to as a "piling on" syndrome. So I’'m glad this matter
came up because I°C like to try to clear the air, get it behind us
ané move on.

But he’s done the right things in terms of expressing his
own personal feelings to ma and to our staff and to others. And I
made a mistake once -- let’s gee, it was back in 187Q=-scmething or
other; I can’t remember exactly. (Laughter.)

Q tir. President, what’s the point of meeting Presicdent
Gorbachev at the G~7 summit if all you’re apparently willing to offer
is moral support and technical advicae, which are things that have
been offered before?

THE PRESIDENT: You mean his coming to the summit? Well,
I think it’s quite important now that ground ruley arc getting worked
out that he come and present his case for reform to the G~7. And I
foel comfortable with what’s been worke¢ out oy Prime Minister John
kajor ané tir. Gorbachev. I look forward to having a one-on-one with
Presicdent Gorbachcv there, ané we'’ve Get a lot to talk about, a lot
of things that aren’t related to the arms control agenda, An¢ then I
think there’s going to be a bigger meeting with all seven that night
aftor the formal part takes place. So I think it will be a goed
chence to narrow Gown the differences, to see where we stane -- the
Soviet Union and western Burope and Canada, the Uniteé¢ States and
Japan. Ané so I’m locking forward to it.

On our one-on-onc talk, if that’s what you’re raeferring
to, I don’t think we’ll have that much time. I think we’ve got a
couple of hours set asiGe. Anc, Sob == a couple of hours. But
there’s some issues that I need to talk about «- ¢lobal issues. And
we’ve got & lot of things that we look at identically., &And we can go
back aad tulk about those, such 2s the United Netions action against
Irag”s aggreasion ané things like that.

But I think it’s eppropriate now. There wes some =- you
know, you read @ lot of stories that Gorbachev was coming there hat
in hand, asking for a big check. That was never nis intention, I’m
assyrc¢ of that. And I don’t think thet €ic him a lot of gooG by
even the speculation on thet in some guarters ~-- in ths United
States, for example, But I think the yround rules or at least the .
broad parameters are now set out, ané I look forward to hearing what
his plans are for 2 vigorous reform ané the continuation of
perestroika ~- glasnest bcing all but a given these days.

o] Decesn’t his mere presence in London reisec
expectations that ore unlikely to be resalized?

i THE PRESICENT: twell, yas, some right argue that. Aand
some might say, well, his more presence would indicete that if he
3ién’t get something, thot the neeting would be & failure. I don’t
view it that way. There is so much change teking place. The
ceonotic problums in the Sovict Union == ang elsewhere «- are so
enormcus that it’s very important that we get 08 closc together in
cgreanent. Lut, yas, I can zec vherg some might suggest that, but I
wouldn’t view it that wey. I would not view it =- ané 1°11 be
resisting it if poople say that. Ile’ve got an awful lot of
consultation befor¢ concrete economiec programes can be sgreed to.

0 On Iraq, there’s news that the U.N tesm went out
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looking egain for that eGuipment 2nd couldn’t find it. Ara you
anticipating taking any action?

THE PRESIDENT: lell, we’re anxious to sce whet this
inspection, this two-person team gets whon they come back. But let
N3 Bay this: Everybody -- ¢veryone knows that the man was cheating
ang 1lying. 2vouryone knows that he did that which the russlutions say
not to do. And he should give unfettered zccess to thess inspectors.
He €idn’t do that., He surreptitously moved the cquipment. We'’ve
presented the evidence to certain parties. And all I°d sey is he’s
batter get on with Rceping his word and he bettar get on with total,
froe, open inspection,

Anc I saié the other 6ty == perhaps ycu misesd it -- that
We are not foreclosing, nor putting on the toble any options at this
point. e nave & lot of Ciplomacy tc €o. "c want to be sure that
world cpinion is os strong as I°m convinced it will ba, Because this
ient 2 vnilateral U.S. problem: this is a problem now of which the
Unitec Nations has scized, you sce.

0

Bave you talked to any of the allies =- the laacers

g

in the past days?

THE PRESIDZUT: No, but others heve been talking., 1've
not cone to the chicfs of state. I anticipate ~- maybe I indicatcd
this the other cay =- that T will ko doing that. This is a vecy --
high-level diplomatic decisions will be czlled on ~= or diplomatic
initiotives will be celled on and cecisions might follow.

Q - #r. President, cn Irag, the other dey a& we came to
Konnebunkport, you were in a sort of highly agitatod mode talking
about -- hinting of possible renewal of military action, although ycu
also stressed diplomzey., But in the interin, hazs there bean any news
on this nuelecar situaticn or anything that has caused you to think
that maybe the situation ia calming down there, or are you still
sayinge theat we have =1l options out therc?

THE PRESIDENT: Wo, Rita, to be henest with you, I
haven’t 3cen anything thet nekes me think it’s czluing cown. I’m not
sure I would have used the word agitated, but certainly concernad.
And what wa’ve got to have is evidence that full inspection on

chzllunge will be granted. anc I don’t vant to mislead you, I’m veory-

c¢cncerned azbout this situation. This is a fundarnental part of what
the United Netions resolutions is about. So there’s still » feeling
cut thore, on my view anywoy, and I°m surc it®s true of the
neighbors, that he has to make this right and satisfy us or we’ll
figure out what clse happona.

¢ Is thcerc still a possibillty cf rencwed nilitory
action by tha U.S.-le€ coalition?

THE PRESIDENT: Uell, =gain, X just keep rusisting saying
what we will ¢o or what we wvon’t co. But you‘ve seon speculation and
I°11 just steer you taat it’s not 2ll werrentiess. Eut on the cther
hanc, I'm not saying wact I will ba == whot will be recommended that
I do es Presicdent of the United States. I°m very intercstec in
gotting the viuws of othor worle leaders, ané the diplomacy lgacing
Upg to that has already startad,

i Q Ar. Presicent, this fall Isracl intends to ssk the
ited Statez to guarantec $10 billion in loans to builé housing for
1ish rcfugoes from the Soviet Union. Could you tell vs how you
I¢el- cibout linking 8pprcvil of these loan guarantees with some placge
fron Isrzel to decrcase the building of nsv gettlements in tae
occupicd territorics?

THE PRISIDENT: :ell I Cen’t think it ought to be a guid
Pro quo, Uhat I do think -- 2n¢ I’ve said this over 2nd over again
== that it is against u.S, pclicy for these settlements to be built.
So 1”11 leove it right therc anc avsid the linkage that you
understandably ask about, but say that the begt thing for Israel teo
de is to keep its commitment thot wos given at one point not to go in
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anc¢ build further settlements. It is counterproductive to the pecec
process.  dNow, heving seid that, I want to be falr: therc sre other
things and by otiaer countries that cre cournterproductive te the peace
process. I°d love to sec dQirect talks betwoun these countries.

s Zut we have not changed cur position on sanctions znd
we re¢ net geoing to change =~ I wean on scttlcaents =~ and we’re not
going to changc our pcsition on settlements. So please, those in
Israel, do whot you ¢zn to sec that that policy of settlement after
sattlenmcnt is not continucd. It is counterproductive. And having
heard the Sacretary of Statc say that and zecn whot followed on, I
vill promptly adé, as ne has, that wo want to be sure that others
move forwar? in the poace process, toc. Hut it’s not constructive tc
getting these partics to come togother and work for o pecaced that I
think the entire world wants and that all of thew went. So we’ll
keep working it, but we’r¢ nct ¢iving one inch on the scttlements
question.

Q Kr., Presicdent, the Courter Commisszicn hag nade its
recommendations, as you know, on base closings, subject to your
revisu, Ien’t it hignly unlikely, though, that you woulé overrule
sny of those decisions, given the amcunt of time that the commission
put intc it?

THE PRESIDENT: VYe¢s, with one-exception. Yes, it is
highly unlikely, but I will rely hcavily on what Scerctary Chency
tells me aftor he reviews the base closing recommendations, hes &
chance teo talk to them with General Powell and the Joint Chiefs.
uecause what I’m interested in, one, seving the nonsy tnat we’vae seid
we’ll seve: twe, being sure =~ and this comes first actually -~ that
we have ¢ proper structurce frow whieh te conCuct militery action that
ve might be callad ujpon to conduct in the future, And so it would be
unlikely, but X just would suggest, John, that I would like very much
to sit Cown with the Sccratary cof Dofunse and sey, Dick, are you
happy with these; do you see something that ought to be ciangec? And
that’s the way I°11 concuct it.

Dut I not going to go in there end override sone
Ccecision on a political kasis. These ars tough calls. This
comuissicn, I am satisfied, is approaching it without polities in
mind. I wua in thu Congress, I know the old rulc about cutting it
out, but cutting it in the other guy’s cistrict. Anc we simply
cannot approach semething as ecnsitive aa¢ as importont to our
nationel sceurity as base closing in that manner. And so I will
resist ~~ I won’t participatc in any political cell, but I will =« I
. Go resgrve the right ugon recuipt cf the commission’s raport -- 1
thirk it comes Cirsctly to me -- to ¢iscuss it with thu Secretary of
Defense aftar he’s he¢ an opportunity to talk to the Chicfs about it.

G Cen you talk & bit sbeut your mother end vhat she’s
tought you and why you cilosc her dirthéay to announce your nominee?
{taughtez.)

THE PRESIDEKRT: ucll, meybe it’s fortuitous. Lifc gocs
on. @other’s $0 yzars old: been an gnormous influence in my life ané
the lives of cveryboldy that’s in cur cnormous family. aAnd I noted
from Ciarence Thonas whet bhe had to sty about tha importance of
* fawlly in his lifo. So if thneve’s soue syubolism there, one, it ves

unintenceds but, two, I think it might bu appropriate. Uiffcrent
“oackgrouncs, but the same sunsc of strength of family. Anc I think
therc’s a message not just for Clarunce Thomes’s family or our
femily, but for families all ccross thc country.

Anc as we cclebrote éother’s gOth birthday, she’s not all
thet well, but ahe is our moral lcader: was sincu I wes old cnough to
walk on this marvelous point of lang herc in Xonnebuniport, which was
Just ~~ from wy deys as an infent. and everyone in this fomily,
young anc eld, <Cirect or incircct relations, looks up 20 her. But I
have a fuceling that thot’s still truc of a lot cf femiliws in this
ceuntry.

¢ I wanted to f£ollow on Joan’s guestion as to whether
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you might be Buggesting that tho bass closing comnmission could have
gone farther and Seepur?

. THE PRESIDEUT: No, I ¢idn’t intenc to say that beeaucze,
literally, I save not gone into the details of the base cleging
commission., . )

Q Could I ask you separate then, are you and the
Attoerney General going to discuss the erime bill, as you suggested
you ought to?

THE PRESIDERT: Yes.
G %¥hat’s your sense of circction on that?

PHE PRESIVENT: %¢ll, I went to got a good crime bill.
e would like to have it all come down together, and options arc open
here, Lut we’ve gotten -- in fact, Dick tolC me new we’ve gotten
roughly in form we want four of our five major objectives == the
cxclusionary rule ¢id not come tha way we wanted in the Senate. But
1’11 cefer on morc cetail on that because it has to go to a
cenference and then we’ll ses, Byt I want a comprehensive erime
bill. Thare zre somec very goo¢ things in the Sonate bill. ane I
thank Senator Biwen and, of course,; Scnator Thurmond and others for
that. And I°11 just wait anc see vhat comes to my ¢ieck. Anc I urge
that it be comprchensive, broa¢, and then we’ll tcke somg things that
I likxe and maybe souc things thzt I cdon’t like, becavse it is
important to get on with the crime bill. But it better come Cown, I
think in fairness to the American people, in & broa¢ form, not nickel
by nickel, dime by ¢ iue.

Q Y28 he a little premature yestarcday in sugyesting it
was close to acceptodle?

“UE PRESICENT: tWell, I cidn’t see the story but, as I
say. there zre many good things in it. But ny problem on answering
it is I don’t know what’s going to happen in relation to the Youse of
Representatives out of the conference.

¢ Thank you, sir. At the beginning of the -- as the
Gulf war got clesce You sensed that 3addam Bussein wesn’t gaetting
cnough informstion that our threat was real. Thero have deen reports
now., as you werce talkin? about, apout pctentisl military action
again. Do you think he’s in the cark still?

THE PRESIDENT: 1 don’t know on this guestion, But
you’r2 right. 1 was rominiscing here ag I hit alker’s Point a
couple of cdays ago that there were twe goints that I still am
convinced ¢f as tha pro-battle period went on: one, that he ¢icdn’t
think that we ware for resl on this; and secondly, that he thought he
couls prevail at least snough to have a stancoff in the oscrt enc be
the hcro of certain 2arts of the werld over Lthere., He was WEORG on
both counts. in¢ if he assumes thet ae can get away with this kinc
°f thing, he’s just os wrong todcy as he was on fuguszt 2nd when he
sent his forces into Ruwait.

o] You ton’t ccnsider nim a very smert man, do you?

) TiE PRESIDENT: I con’t consicer him a very bright man to
heve donc what he’s done, if that’s an snower to it, becauece I can’t
conceive of way you would Cirectly think you ecul¢ hice, given the
sophisticoticn of technology tocey, and szconcly, why you’@ think you
coulé gt awey with it. So there is sonwe parallel there. I cCon’t
want to overaraw it.

o] Kr. Presicdent, ycu spoke a bit age about evaeryone in
the ~idadle Bast wanting peacc. Y¢t the Israclis scenr to hava
stiff-armed your proposals, the Syrians don’t seam to like the terms
2ither. 1Is therz fiore here than meets the eye?

THZ PRESIDENT: Prcoably were than mects the eye, but not
2s much 28 I°¢ like to seec ncct the ey®. I mean, in other words, I
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think I’d like to ses the process further along, but thero are a few
things that I think offer hope. 1In fact, in my last communication
from Prezident Shamir of rsrael was .a commitment to try to work for
peace. There are some broad commitments, but, frankly, 1°d like to
see us further along on some of the details. And please don’t press
me on what those details are, But I°m not going to give up hope on'
this, and I don’t think the Secretary is. But we need to have more
progress and we need to have it sooner,

I am told that the credibility of the United States for
being the catalyst for peace is still very, very strong ané very
good, not only in Israel but 'in the Arab countries as well, So that
is an ingredient that wasn’t there before, that’s still there, that T
hope will lead to peaca.-

. Q It°s been suggaested that the United States might
Just call a peace conference and see who shows up. 1Is that an
option?

THE PRESIDENT: ‘'ell, I don’t want to go into optiens,
but, yes, I've seen suggestions of that nature. Ané at some point, I
think I owe the American people my view of the details I‘n not
willing to discuss right now. And that wouldn’t bother me one bit --
to get up and say here’s what we’ve been trying to do. So there’s no
time frame on anything of that nature. But I think there’s a lot of
people that are wondering what in the werld i{s geing on. And I’ve
invoked quiet diplomacy and the need for confidentiality, but I can’t
do that forever; I just simply can’t Qo it. I owe it to the Amarican
Pecple; and I think the people around the werld, to say, hey, here’s
what the United States thinks is a good formula.

' THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me say this, and I hope it
doesn’t come out wrong. The war wasn’t fought about democracy in
Xuwait. The war was fought about aggression against Kuwait. Having
said that, the Xuwaitis have said that they want to move towards the
democratic process, and I hope they do ==~ ang they should. This
would be good. I think one of the things that concern people waere
the trials. There are different standards for law in all countries,
but we want to see fair trials, open trials.

A friend of mine in our government, who’s quite
knowledgeable on history, reminded me of what it was like in France
after the liberation of France in florlé War II. I zemember some of
it, although I was in the Pacific theater. And the people that were
liberated aid not take kindly to those that had sold out to the
Nazig., I think we’re expecting a little much if we’re asking the
people in Ruwait to take kindly to those that had spied on their
cocuntrymen that were left there, that had brutalized families there
and things of that nature.

Having said that, I believe and I’ve recommended this to
the Xuwaitis, the most open, fair trial, free justice system is the
best. It works best. It gets confidence hack in your country. So I
can undarstand the outrage. .

" I’11 give you one other exanple. Martial law. We had
some. problems, you know, why martial law. And it was explained to me
many citizens over there against the law have weapons. Many of them
that were in opposition to the Ruwaiti regime, threatening, using the
weapons, showing the weapons when the Iragis were in power now
keeping the weapons.  And they told ne that martial law was essential
if they were going to go in and disarm the pPeople that had been
helping the eneny,

I can understand that. again, what 1°d like to see is as
much respect for what we seg as legal principles as posaiblae.

MORE

R
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This guy hasn’t had one. One, two and that’s it, uniess
you appsal, “

. Q Back to the G-7 for a minute. Are you at all
concerned in all the publicity with Mr. Gorbachev that the plight of
the Eastern EBuropean countries is not going to get enough attention
here? And do you feel any obligation on the part of the Western
democracies to guarantee to them the same aié¢, whatever it is, that

THE PRESIDENT: You mean the Zastern Suropean -~

Q In light of thevfact that they have already done the
sorts of things that he’s only beginning to think about.

THE PRESIDENT: I think we’ve got two different
guestions. 3ut we pust not, we must not send s signal to Eastern
Burope, hay, we’re neglecting you, you’re on your own, figure it out e
for yourselves, we’re going to turn our attention to Moscow. I don‘t
think it has to ba an either-or choice. The Eastern European
countries ara moving, They need certain kinda of assistance: they’re
getting come. They’re making some progress; they still have . -
problems. o . .

But I think your question raises to me a very good point. -
We don’t want to send a signal of neglect or that we think that they
should be cut loose to fend for themselves. But thore are many
things we can Qo and are deing in Eastern Europe. And they should
not be reduced ac we work together to try to figure out how to get
the Soviet market, how to get the Soviet economy, how to get the
Soviaet system woving along the same lines as the Eastern Furopeanc.
This is 2 world problem, it’s not a United States problem,

: You know, it comes up -- I don’t want to get too
philosophical out here in the sun -~ byt it comes up in another
context, because people in South America-are saying, with this major
goal of helping reform in the Soviet Union and, to some degree, in
Eastern Europe, are you gaing to neglect us? And one of the reasons
we‘re having these, I think, very .important appearances and a lot of
diplomacy going along with it is that we want to reassure the
democracies in this hemisphera, .which is all but one country from
being a totally democratic hemisphere, that ‘we’re not going to
neglcet tham, o v

30 you raise a good point. ;W& are not going to neglect
Eastern EBurope, but we &re going to work with the others. And
everyone knows that wa’re dealing at this juncture with limited
resources. 19 are in this country. -le’ve got enormous deficit
problems. Other countries have econories’ that have done worse than
ours. So we’ve got to be rezlistic ané find ways to help move these
people towards market economioes, ooven. nolitical systems when our
advice is sought. And that’s what we’re trying to do.

Q Thank you. Some weeks ago you said you were very
close to a cCecisien on MPN for the Soviet Union. Have you made that
decision? Do you expect to do it before London? 1Is it tied up in
the SALT negotiations? ' ' :

THE PRBSIDENT: No, it’s not tied up in SALT, it’s tied
Up on a trade agreement. And I think that’s the only remaining
problem, a trade agreement.  And maybe, Bob, come help me on that.

.When do we think that will bae resolved? - .

DEPUTY NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER GATES: Therec are a
couple of minor technical prodlemsin the trade agreement because of
laws that have bdeen passed subsequent to its signature by the Soviet
legislaturae. They’re technical problems. te think they are being
worked out and it shouldn’t be too. long.

THE PRESIDENT: 1It’s not caught'up in the other.

MORE
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Last one.

o] Mr. Preagident, did you consult with anyone else
outside of your administration about your Supreme Court noninee? Anc
did I understand you correctly to say that you made your final -
decision, was it last night in your living room hare or this morningt

THE PRESIDENT: Actually, when I say final, the I was
dotted ané the T crossed up here just a little bit before I?nch. But
I°@ -~ just to be very can@id about it -~ 211 but made my mind up
when I invited Judge Thomas up hera. As I thought of any
hypothetical things that coulé go wrong -~ I couldn’t think of any.
So much so that I don’t think he felt confident enough after our
conversation yesterday. I ‘don’t think ha told his wife, for example,
that he was to be the nominae. And on your, first part of your
question, no, I stayed with tha recommendatory process because many
othars talk to others. oo

An¢ I must say, if you’ll 1ot ' me off without telling you ooy
who I talked to, when this all came up at the time of Judge Souter, I :
think I ¢id talk to one or two people in confidence that I respect i
that are outside of this so~-called screening process. But I put all H
the enphasis on this one ‘on our screening process. And yat, I am . - !
confident that as this protess has urnfoléed, Boyden Gray ané our
Chief of Staff and the Attorney General' and the Attorney General’s )
staff have gotten a wide array of views from others. It’s better if . _;J
the President doesn’t do' this because if -I get out there and talk to
somebody, then I think it is much more prona to open Giscussion and
speculation and I don’t think that’s helpful when you’re trying to
reach a decision, o o ol

This is the last one. ,.. '

0 Thare were some suggestions from a published report
-- I suspect that you’ve seen it, from Jack Xemp that there’s not
enough attantion within nis own administration, your administration,
on domestic social issues., And I was vondering if you could respond
~go- that. L e ]

e THE PRESIDENT: ‘I ¢idn’t read the Remp story. I‘ve
“£&iRe¢ to Jack plenty, and he, I think, has raferred to this
aliwministration ané, very generously, to.thie President as the
empowermant President and .one that wants to sce growth in this
economy and, thus, have averybody have a batter shot at opportunity.
So we’re not apart on that. And again, having not -- I unéerstand
there was a story in today’s paper -- T haven’t read it and == I
probaby will. But I don’t think we’ve got any differences with Jack
Remp on this. I salute him for. what he’s done. He tokes a good,
strong nescage out to the communities -~ home ownarghip, tenant
management -~ B

) o] But from the article, he suggested the
administration has not been as forceful as he has been.

. THZ PRESIDENTY Nell, that may be true. Ye’s a raal
zealot out thers. And hes got all the time in the world to do it,
That’s what his jo% ig about =- pushing that snvelope, as wve Bay in
the space age, forward to includis home ownarship. And I think if it
hadnt bean for his zesl, we never would have gotten through the
ongress, the douse, anything on home ownership or tenant management
~- and we dic. 5o I give him great credit. So if he’s got more zeal
n.this, I think perhaps =~ I don’t think he feels more strongly in
.7 'his heazt about it -- byt he is a salesman, He is out there going to

places whera a lot of Repudblicans have never been. And I’ve baen at

his side a time or two on that. And it’s darn good, an¢ I’m proud he

is a part of our administration. So if You want ne to say something
bad about Jack Remp, no way. . C

Last one, really.

0 Does a two-hour lunch with Gorbachev make it less
urgent to go to Moscow by the end of July?

'IORE
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THE PRESIDENT: You can’t cover everything in two hours.

‘But maybe we’ll be able to move the START process forward. I don’t

know whether we will at a lunch of that nature. But, no, it doasn’t,
in my view, make it leag urgent., I want to sit down over a period of
time with him to really in-depth discuss issues. It is most
important. h

And a lot of the talk would be philosophical talk,
intentions. vwhat co you think our intentions are towards the Soviet
Union? I think there’s still some misunderstanding in the Soviet
military about that, for exanmple. i

And I’m no Jack RKemp in terms of my salesmanship perhaps,
a little inarttculate and sometimes too prudent, but I think T can
convince Gorbachev that their military has nothihg-to fear from us.
So let’s take a look. Let®s have them do what we Te doing in terms
of defense spanding. I think we can’t do it in just a luncheon. But
My respect for him is such. that I find whan we can 8it down and talk
cver a reasonable period of time, you can get into a lot of subjects

which I’n sure we can’t do at a two~hour lunch,
Q Could that summit still happen by the angd of July?
THE PRESIDBNT: Yes, yes, it could,

Hey, listen, thank you all very much. %Yo. Come on,
Susan, .

END ' 2:45 P,M, EDT
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INFORMAL BIOGRAPHY

Clarence Thomas was born on June 23, 1948, in a small wood frame
house outside of Savannah, Georgia. The house in which he was
born, as well as the bed, was owned by Annie Crawford, his young
mother’s aunt. He was brought into this world by a midwife. His
birth certificate reads simply that he was born in Pinpoint,
Rural. His mother’s name was Leola Thomas and is currently Leola
Williams. His father’s name is M.C. Thomas. The initials do not
represent additional names. Clarence’s father left while he was

still a toddler, and has lived in Philadelphia most of Clarence’s

- life. . Clarence would see him‘only'once_during;his.cnildhood,.gt

~ the agévof nine.

_For the first six and a half years of his life he 1lived in

Pinpoint with his mother, her aunt and uncle, together with his
older sister and a younger brother, Myers. They lived in the
same wood frame house in which Clarence was born. - The community
of Pinpoint is one of manyABlack'communities outside Savannah,
Georgia. Althouéh'development threatens its existence today, in‘
the late 4o}s and early 50’s it was indeed rural. In Drums and
Shadows - survival studies among the Georgia Negroes, Pinpoint is

described as follows:

"pPinpoint, a Negro community about nine miles

southeast of Savannah is scattered over some

R T T R TITEN D VP Tt



‘twenty or thirty acres on a peninsula

overlooking Shipyard Creek. VMany of the
small - wooden cabins are neatly whitewashed
and are half hidden by shrubbery and
spreading oaks. Flowers and vegetables are
planted in the most advantageous sunny spots
near the houses and most yards are énclosed
by picket fences, giving a cozy and pleasant
privacy. The lawns, little more than wagon
tracké; twist in and across the settlement.
The informal and haphazard scattering of the
hoﬁses, w:l.th hlgh srllrubhl.:er)'.f 5ordéfirig " the
;Lawns, gives an effeét that is pieasing and

unusual.

Pinpoint has a church, a pavilioﬁ <:;n the
tidewater creek, and a _crab cannery. The
Iﬁen and wonen who‘ do not work as domestic
servants at the nearby country’ places find
employment in the crab cannery or fish and
crab and shrimp for themselves. The life is

quiet, soothed by the smell of salt marsh.



The people are, almost without exception,
black or dark skinned, proud, upstanding and
loyal, suspicious of strangefs but generous

and trusting to friends." (cites omitted).

The house in which Clarence and his family lived was simple, but
always neat and pleasant. For 1lighting, they- used kerosene
lamps, .and there were also several electric ceiling lights. They
had no indoor plumbing, and shared an outhouse with several
neighbors. They carried ‘wéter from a common pump usually in
water buckets. As_ 'alludedv to in Drums and S__hadows , supra, _eyery—
oné wor:ke'd. Women did “day" work, éleahihg housés for tﬁe whites
who lived nearby. They' also shucked oyster;e. and picked crabs.
Kids would often scrub ci'ab barks to earn spending money. The
men were usually day laborers and/or they raked oysters, fished
or crabbed. They also‘ st_eamed crabs, which the women then
piCked.n Clarence’s mother was among the best crab pickers. His
sister, until recently also picked crabs on a regular basis. As
children, they played under the houses, or in the woods and
marsh. They chased and caught fiddler érabs, and minnows,

climbed trees, and played with makeshift toys.

Clarence started the first grade in September, 1954 at Haven Home
School, which was segregated. Coincidentally, Brown v. Board of

Education was decided that same year. About midway through the



school year, Clarence’s brother and their cousin, Little Richard,
accidentally burned their-house down. As a result, Clarence and
his brother moved to Savannah to live with their mother. They
1ivediin one room of a tenemént. There was a common kitchen.
The kitchen floor consisted of old linoleum on the ground. There
was an old gas stove that rarely worked and the old ice box in
the upstairs hall rarely had ice in it. There was also a common
toilet outside. The wooden structure had rotted, the toilet
itself was always filthy and leaked sewage into the backyard.
There was a small kerosene stove in the room for heat. Clarence
”gsgéilyls;ept on a loveseat while his brother slept in the bed
ﬁith fheir mother. Their mother worked long hours as a méid, for
$20.00 every two weeks. She left early in the morning and
returned.at the end of the day. clarencé completed the first
grade at Florance Street School. He attended afternoon.classes.
He had poor attendance and often wéndered the streets of

Savannah.

In the summer of 1955, Clarence and his brother went to live with
their maternal grandparents, Myers and Christine Anderson. Their
grandparents had an ice delivefy and fuel oil Business. Their
grandmother had a sixth grade eduéatién and tﬁeir grandfather had
gone to the third grade, aithough he made it'very-clear that in
those three years he learned nothing since he was only allowed to

attend school for a small fraction of the school year. He



learned how to read and write a little after he became an adult.
" Clarence’s grandfather was a proud, disciplined man who believed
that everyone who could work should work. He never knew his
father, and_his mother died when he was nine years oldf He
lived with his grandmother, who according to him was freed from
slavery as a young girl. His grandmother died when he was twelve
years old. He then went to live with his uncle, who was a hard
man, with a family of about 16 children, Clarehée’s grandfather
often told stories of how they had to hunt, fish, farm, and do
"piece" work for nearby whites in order to survive. Myers
Andepspp’s very harg' lifg, without ‘mother or -fathe;,.‘np.
“eaﬁdation,‘and in an éra'of segreéétion ané Jim Crow laws, was a
dominantAinfluence on the way he raised his grandsons. They had
-to learn to work and to survive, no matter what happened in the

world.

The world of Clarence’s youth was the world of segregated
Geofgia.‘_All-of life was segregated, schools, libraries, movies,
and lunch counters. There were separate water fountains and
public restrooms for those who were "colored." Clarence recalls
'an incident when they were traveling from Savannah to the farm in
Liberty County. As was. customary, they stopped for gasoline.
His grandfather asked whether his wife could use the restroom.

The attendant said there was no "colored" restroom. Clarence’s



grandfather loudly and forcefully told the attendant that if his
wife couldn’t use their restroom, he couldn’t. use their gas.
and, they spea off and stopped at a gas station with a "colored"
restroom. This was the reality in which Myers and Christine
" Anderson were determined to raise two boys who could do for

themselves.

Clarence and his brother worked with their grandfather on the
oil truck or at whatever he was doing when there was no need to
deliver oil. During the school months, they were required to be
_drgssed_and‘ready,for work by 3:00pm. .SchooL‘endéd_at”Z:aopm;
There was alﬁays work to be.dpne: in the yard, on.old houses,
that fheir grandparents owned, maintaining the trucks and car,
painting, rqofing, plumbing, etc. On Saturdays, if thére was no
oil to be delivéred, the car had to be washed; the lawn, cut; the
hedges, trimméd: the yard, cleaned, shoes polished and so forth.
To Clarence and his brother, there seemed to be no rest for the

weary.

Clarence’s"grandfather' belieﬁed that he could do just about

anything. And when Clarence. and hié brother wouid say they
couldn’t do something, he'would chastise them not to use'the word
“cant." ' ®0ld man can’t is dead. I helped bury him," he would
often say. For example, in the winter of 1957, he decided to

build a house on family farm land that had lain fallow for quite



some time._ When _h_g said he would build something, he meant
exactly that. He had previously built the house in which they
lived in Savannah.and several of the houses which he owned in the
neighborhood. Clérence and his brother were required to work
closely with him to build the house carrying cinder blocks,
mixing cement, etc. In the spring of 1958, with the house
completed, they began to farm. Each year they cleared more and
more land to plant and cultivate. They also raised chickens,
pigs, and cows. They built garages, barns and a wire fence
around a hundred acres or so. Initially, their grandfather
plowed with a horse and mule, with Clarence and Myers fbllowing
':hf@fl.iétef he bought an.oid Fdrd‘fraétor; ~ Thén Ciarendé‘énd
Myers bégaﬁ to do quite 'a bit of.plowihg-at the'age of 13 or 14.
They also used the tractor to haul logs and to cut and rake hay.
' Aside from plowing with a tractor, the rest of the farm work was
done manually. They workéd from "sun-up to sun-down" with an
hour to an hour and a half for lunch. The extended lunch breaks
were necessitated by their grandfather’s nap after lunch. Myers
Anderson believed, to his grandsons’ chagrin, that the sun
should not catch anyone still in be&. Everyone should start work

as soon as there was enough daylight to see.

Myers Anderson believed strongly in the maxim: early to bed,
early to rise. He usually went to bed between 8 and 9 p.m. and

rose between 2 and 4 a.m. If his grandsons occasionally were



fortunate enough to sleep surreptitiously until 7 or 8 a.m., he
would observe that they must have thought that they were rich.
And, he would lecture them that a poor man could not afford to

sleep that late.

Clarence’s grahdparents were honest, hardworking, and deeply
religious people. They believed that hard work and decency were
indi;e.pensable. Flor example, at no timev could the grandsons
refuse to dq an errand for any neighbor. ‘Adults were to be’
addressed in a_resp‘ectful manner: yes ma‘am, yes sir, Miss
C?ladys, Cousin Bee. At no time was a child permitted to _d__eba_te

an adult.

Hard, honest work was the constant lesson. Soinetimes it seemed
harsh. Clarence’s grandfather repeatedly warned his grandsons
that if they didn’t work they didn’t eat. And, on almost a 'daily
basis he would remind them that his goal was to "raise them
right", and teach them "“to do for yourseives." To his
grandparents’ way of thinking, their grandsons had to be self-
sufficient, especially in an environment in which the odds all
seemed to be against them. : The objective often seemed to be
learning how to live, without coming into.contact with or relying

on a hostile, segregated world.



Myers Anderson was fiercely independent, and belieQed that his
freedom depended on his ability to surﬁive, without reliance on a
hostile'government and in an environment in which it seemed that
Blacks only had privileges--not rights. Christine Anderson was a
quiet, saintly woman. She would often intercede with her
husband, on behalf of their two grandsons. ﬁer.most constant
instruction to her grandsons was "say your prayers." And, each
morniﬁg she greeted them with their 1lunch, hot breakfast, and
gospel music from the radio station. She, too, wqued
constantly.

éléféﬁcéfsl'gfandparents enrolled hiﬁ :ana' hiéA brother  in Sf.
Benedict’s Grammar School,. a segregated Catholic school.

Although the physical plant was old, the education was rigorous.

Franciscan nuns taught.'them. Education was the number one
priority. No excuses. Myers and hié brother were informed and
reminded, as required, that in any disagreement with the
teachers, they were always wrong and the teachers were always
right. Clarence and his brother missed one-half day from school
during' the entire time they lived with their grandparents.

Education was seen as the key to a better way of 1life.
Clarence’s grandfather felt that CcCatholic schools were better
because there was corpqral punishment, discipline, and uniforms.

He didn’t see how a child could be taught without these.



10

Clarence, his brother-aﬁd their grandfather were members of St.
Benedict’s Catholic Church, where the two boys were altar boys.
(Their grandmother attendedva Baptist Chufch.)‘ At St. Benedict’s
Grammar School, the nuns stressed thé inherent equality of all
people, and pushed the students to exéel. At home, at school,
and at Church, Clarence was constantly pushed and encouraged to

perform and achieve--no matter what the odds were.

‘From 1962-64, Clarence attended St. Pius X High School for the
9th and 10th grades. St. Pius X was also segregated and also
taught by the Srancisqah nuns. In 1964,‘Clarenqe transferred.tq.
“éf; 5§hﬁ Viénney Minoflsémiﬁary néér Savaﬁnah; ﬁe répeated the
10th grade in order to take three years of Latin. He finished
his high school education there in 1967. At St. John’s, he was
the only black student in his class. There was one other black
student in the freshman class during Clarence’s first year,
however, he did not return for his sophomore year. Attending St.
John’s was Clarence’s first regular contact with whites, other

than nuns. At St.‘John's, Clarence redoubled his efforts to
achieve. ‘And, he did very well. | One indication of what his
classmates thought of  his efforts can be gleaned from a
statement which they placed under his yearbook picture: "Blew

that exam, only got a 98."



11

From 1967-68, his freshman year 1in college, Clarence attended
Immaculate Conception Seminary in Concepfion Junction, Missouri.
He transferred to Holy Cross College in Worcester, Massachusetts
for his sdphomore year and graduated with honors in 1971. There,
he helped found the Black Students Unioﬁ, where he served as an
officer for three years. He worked in the Free Breakfast Program
and tutored in the Worcester community. Clarence was an
excellent student who.was considered by many to be a "“grind."
His college education was financed by a combination of

scholarships, loans and work study. However, there always seemed
to be‘wellfintentipned_persons who helped. when times were‘most
.difficdlt. One sﬁch pérsoﬁ was an‘anonymous donof qf:$300.bo to

finance a speed reading course for Clarence.

From 1971-74, Clarence attended Yale Law School with the intent
of returning to Savannah. He worked for New Haven Legal
Assistance during law school and the summers of 1971 and 1972.
of 1973, financed, in part, by a grant from ‘the Law Students

civil Rights Research Council.

During his third year in law school, Clarence decided not to
return to Savannah as he had originally planned. Since he was
married, had a child, and student 1loans, he reluctantly

interviewed with law firms. In the process, he once again
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confronted an old nemesis, racial discrimination. Though he had
- done well in law school, he was interrogated about his
performance in college, high school and even grammar school. The
interview process tended to be insulting and condescending. The
obvious assumption was that Clarence was not as good as his white

classmates, even if his law school grades were higher.

- Ultimately, John C. Danforth, then Attorney Generai of Missouri,
offergd Clarence a 7job inb his office. Clérence was first
impressed by Danforth’s sincerity and honesty. He first_admitted'
‘to Clarence that he did not know how it was to be Black anq.poop
sinée he Vas.neitﬁer.. Then he promised Clarence that he would

treat him the same as everyone in the office.

Clarence saf for the Missouri bar in the summer of 1974. That
summer would be most memorable not for the bar examination but
for his two-month stay at the house of Margaret Bush-Wilson, who
‘wculd-later become Chairman of the Board of the NAACP. She
allowed Clarence to live at her.house, since he had no money andb
knew no.one'in Missouri. Her generosity, advice and counsel have

influenced and remained with Clarence over the years.

In August of 1974, Clarence and his fanily moved to Jefferson

City, Missouti. The job in the Attorney General’s office turned
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out to be everything that it had beeh billed to be. The work was
endless, the staff was small, and there was no bureaucracy in the
office. It was perfect for a young attorney. Three days after
being sworn in as a member of the Missouri bar, Clarence argued
his first case before the Supreme Court of Missouri. Over the
next 2-1/2 years, he would represent the state in many cases
" before the trial courts, appellate courts, and Supreme Court of

Missouri, in matters ranging from criminal law to taxation.

In 1977, Clarence left the-Attorney General’s Office and went to
work in the law department of Monsanto Company, where he worked
on general corporate legal matters such as antltrust contracts

and governmental regulations.

He rejoined now Senator Danforth in August of 1979 as a
legislative assistant. - Quring his 1-1/2 years on Capitol Hill,
Clarence was responsible for issues involving energy,

environment, federal lands and public works.

He was nominated in the spring of 1981 by President Reagan as.the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights in the U.S. Department of
Education. In the spring of 1982, he was. nominated by President
ﬁeagan to become Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity |
Commission.‘ He was sworn in on May 17,'1982. He was renominated

and reconfirmed in 1986. Having been Chairman of EEOC for more
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than seven years, he has served longer in that position than any

of his seven predecessors.

Clarence was appointed by President Bush to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia on March 6, 1990. He

was President Bush's first appointee to that court.

Clarence's first marriage ended in divorce. He has one son,
Jamal, by that marriage, and has had custody of Jamal since 1983.
For most of his tenure at EEOC he has,been'a_singlé parent. ' Jamal .

is now 16 years o0ld and a junior in high school.

Clarence remarried in May of 1987. His bride is the former
Virginia Bess Lamp. Mrs. Thomas is a Senior Legislative Officer
at the U.S. Department of Labor. Clarence, Virginia, and Jamal

reside in northern Virginia.
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house outside of Savannah, Georgia. "I‘he house in which he was
born, as well as the bed, was owned by Annie Crawforg, his young
mother’s aunt. He was brought into this world by a midwife. His
birth certificate reads simply that he was born in Pinpoint,
Rural. His mother’s name was Leola Thomas and is currently Leola
Williams. His father’s name is M.C. Thomas. The initials do not
represent additional names. Clarence’s father left‘while he was
still a toddler, and has lived in Philadelphia most of Clarence’s
liife._ . Clarence wogld see him only once during ‘his. Childhoqd, -at

the age..' of nine.

For the first six and a half years of his life he 1lived in
Pinpoint with his mother, her aunt and uncle, together with his
older sister and a younger brother, Myers. They lived in the
same wood frame house in which Clarence was born. The community
of Pinpoint is one of many BlackAcommunities outside Savannah,
Georgia. Although development threatens its existence today, in
the late 40’s and early 50’s it was indeed rural. 1In Drums and
Shadows - survival studies among the Georgia Negroes, Pinpoint is

described as follows:

"pinpoint, a Negro community about nine miles

southeast of Savannah is scattered over some
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twenty or thirty acres on a peninsula
overlooking Shipyard Creek. Many of the
small wooden cabins are neatly whitewashed
and are half hidden by shrubbery and
spreading oaks. Flowers and vegetables are
planted in the most advantageous sunny spots
near the houses and most yards are enclosed
by picket fences, giving a cozy and pleasant
privacy. The lawns, little more than wagon
tracks, twist in and across the settlement.
The informal and haphazard scattering of the
ﬁoﬁses, ‘with hiéh sl;xrubiaerf bordéririg the
El.awns, gives an effeét that is pleasing ahd

unusual.

Pinpoint has a church, a pavilion on the
tidewater creek, and a crab cannery. The
men and women who do not work as domestic
servants at the nearby country places find
employment in the crab cannery or fish and
crab and shrimp for themselves. The life is

quiet, soothed by the smell of salt marsh.
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The people are, almost without exception,
black or dark skinned, proud, upstanding and
loyal, suspicious of strangers but generous

and trusting to friends." (cites omitted).

The house in which Clarence and his family lived was simple, but
always neat and pleasant. For lighting, they used kerosene
lamps, and there were also several electric ceiling lights. They
had no indoor plumbing, and shared an outhouse with several
neighbors. They carried water from a common pump usually in
g:ater buckets. As. ‘alluded to in Drums and S'.hadows_, supra, every-
oné wofkéd. Women did "day" work, éleaﬁing houées for tﬁe whites
who lived nearby. They also shucked oysterg and picked crabs.
Kids would often scrub crab barks to earn spending money. The
men were usually day laborers and/or they raked oysters, fished
or crabbed. They also steamed crabs, which the women then
picked. Clarence’s mother was among the best crab pickers. His
sister, until recently also picked crabs on a regular basis. Aas
children, they played under the houses, or in the woods and
marsh. They chased and caught fiddler crabs, and minnows,

climbed trees, and played with makeshift toys.

Clarence started the first grade in September, 1954 at Haven Home

School, which was segregated. Coincidentally, Brown v. Board of

Education was decided that same year. About midway through the



school year, Clarence’s brother and their cousin, Little Richard;
accidentally burned their house down. As a result, Clarence and
his brother moved to Savannah to live with their mother. They
lived in one room of a tenement. There was a commoh kitchen.
The kitchen floor consisted of o0ld linoleum on the ground. There
was an old gas stove that rarely worked and the old ice box in
the upstairs hall rarely had ice ih it. There was also a common
toilet outside. The wooden structure had rotted, the toilet
itself was always filthi and leaked sewage into the backyard.
There was a small kerosene stove in the room for heat. Clarence
.usually slept on a loveseat while his brother slept in the bed
Qith fheir mother. Their mother worked long hours as a méid,‘for
$20.00 every two weeks. She 1left early in thé ‘morning and
returned at the end of the day. Clarence completed the first
grade at Florance Street School. He attended afternoon classes.
He had poor attendance and ofﬁen wandered the streets of

Savannah.

-

In the summer of 1955, Clarence and his brother went to live with
their maternal grandparents, Myers and Chfistine Anderson. Their
grandparents had an ice delivery and fuel oil business. Their
grandmother had a sixth grade education and their grandfather had
gone to the third grade, although he made it very clear that in
those three years he learned nothing since he was only allowed to

attend school for a small fraction of the school year. He



learned how to read and write a little after he became an adult.
Clarence’s grandfather was a proud, disciplined man who believed
that everyone who could wérk should work. He never.knew his
father, and his mother died when he was nine years old. He
lived with his grandmother, who according to him was freed from
slavery as a young girl. His grandmother died when he was twelve
years old. He then went to live with his uncle, who was a hard
man, with a family of about 16 children. Clarence’s grandfather
often told stories of how they had to hunt, fish, farm, and do
"piece" work for nearﬁy whites in order to survive. Myers
Ande;spn's very hardi lifg, without mother or fathe;,.‘nq.
heaﬁdation, and in an era'of segreéétion ana Jim Crow laws, was a
dominant.influence on the way he raised his grandsons. They had
to learn to work and to survive, no matter what happened in the

world.

The world of Clarence’s youth was the world of segregated
Georgia. All of life was segregated, schools, libraries, movies,
and lunch counters. There were separate water fountains and
public restrooms for those who were "colored." Clarence recalls
an incident when they were traveling from Savannah to the farm in
Liberty County. As was customary, they stopped for gasoline.
His grandfather asked whether his wife could use the restroom.

The attendant said there was no "colored" restroom. Clarence’s



grandfather loudly and forcefully told the attendant that if his
wife couldn’t use their restroom, he couldn’t use their gas.
And, they sped off and stopped at a gas station with a "colored"
restroom. This was the reality in which Myers and Christine
Anderson were determined to raise two boys who could do for

thenmselves.

Clarence and his brother worked with their grandfather on the
oil truck or at whatever he was doing when there was no need to
deliver oil. During the school months, they were required to be
._drgssed.and.ready,for work by 3:00pm. School endéd_at”2230pm.
There was always work to be done: in the yard, on old houses.
that their grandparents owned, maintaining the trﬁcks.and car,
painting, rqofing, plumbing, etc. On Saturdays, if there was no
0il to be delivered, the car had to be washed; the lawn, cut; the
hedges, trimmed; the yard, cleaned, shoes polished and so forth.
To Clarence and his brother, there seemed to be no rest for the

weary.

Clarence's"grandfather believed that he could do just about
anything. And when Clarence and his brother would say they
couldn’t do something, he would chastise them not to use the word

“"cant.® "0ld man can’t is dead. I helped bury him," he would

often say. For example, in the winter of 1957, he decided to

build a house on family farm land that had lain fallow for quite



some time. When he said he would build something, he meant
exactly that. He had previously built the house in which they
lived in Savannah and several of the houses which he owned in the
neighborhood. Clarence and his brother were required to work
closely with him to build the house carrying cinder blocks,
mixing cement, etc. In the spring of 1958, with the house
completed, they began to farm. Each year they cleared more and
more land to plant and cultivate. They also raised chickens,
pigs, and cows. They built garages, barns and a wire fence
around a hundred acres or so. Initially, their grandfather
plowed with a horse and mule, with Clarence and Myers following
:hiﬁ;' Later he bought an old Ford tractor.. Then Ciarencé'énd
- Myers bégaﬁ to do quite a bit of-plowing-at the age of 13 or 14.
Tﬁey also used the tractor to haul logs and to cut and rake hay.
Aside from plowing with a tractor, the rest of the farm work was
done manually. They worked from "sun-up to sun-down" with an
hour to an hour and a half for lunch. The extended lunch breaks
were necessitated by their grandfather’s nap after lunch. Myers
Anderson believed, to his grandsons’ chagrin, that the sun
should not catch anyone still in bed. Everyone should start work

as soon as there was enough daylight to see.

Myers Anderson believed strongly in the maxim: early to bed,
early to rise. He usually went to bed between 8 and 9 p.m. and

rose between 2 and 4 a.m. If his grandsons occasionally were



fortunate enough to sleep surreptitiously until 7 or 8 a.m., he
would observe that they must have thought that they were rich.
And, he would lecture them that a poor man could not afford to

sleep that late.

Clarence’s dgrandparents were honest, hardworking, and deeply
religious people.>'They believed that hard work and decency were
indispensable. For example, at no time‘ could the grandsons
refuse to do an errand for any neighbor. Adults were to be
addressed in a respectful manner: yes ma‘am, yes sir, Miss
Gladys, Cousin Bee. At no time was a child permitted to debate

an adult.

Hard, honest work was the constant lesson. Sometimes it seemed
harsh. Clarence’s grandfather repeatedly warned his grandsons
that if they didn’t work they didn’t eat. And, on almost a daily
basis he would remind them that his goal was to "raise them
right", and teach them "to do for yourselves." To his
grandparents’ way of thinking, their grandsons had to be self-
sufficient, especially in an environment in which the odds all
seemed to be against them. The objective often seemed to be
learning how to live, without coming into contact with or relying

on a hostile, segregated world.



Myers Anderson was fiercely independent, and believed that his
freedom depended on his ability to survive, without reliance on a
hostile government and in an environment in which it seemed that

Blacks only had privileges--not rights. Christine Anderson was a

quiet, saintly woman. She would often intercede with her
husband, on behalf of their two grandsons. Her most constant
instruction to her grandsons was "“say your prayers." And, each

morning she greeted them with their 1lunch, hot breakfast, and
gospel music from the radio station. She, too, worked

constantly.

Claféhcefs gfandparents enrolled him and his brother  in St.
Benedict’s Grammar School, a segregated Catholic school.

Although the physical plant was o0ld, the education was rigorous.

Franciscan nuns taughtA them. Education was the number one
priority. No excuses. Myers and his brother were informed and
reminded, as required, that in any disagreement with the
teachers, they were always wrong and the teachers were always
right. Clarence and his brother missed one-half day from school
during the entire time they 1lived with their grandparents.

Education was seen as the key to a better way of 1life.
Clarence’s grandfather felt that Catholic schools were better
because there was corporal punishment, discipline, and uniforms.

He didn’t see how a child could be taught without these.
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Clarence, his brother ahd their grandfather were members of St.
Benedict’s Catholic Church, where the two boys were altar boys.
(Their grandmother attended a Baptist Church.) At St. Benedict’s
Grammar School, the nuns stressed the inherent equality of all
people, and pushed the students to excel. At home, at school,
and at Church, Clarence was constantly pushed and encouraged to

perform and achieve--no matter what the odds were.

From 1962-64, Clarence attended St. Pius X High School for the
9th and 10th grades. St. Pius X was also segregated and also
taught by the Eranciscah nuns. In 1964,'C1arenqe transferred‘tq_
méf; ﬁéhn Viénney Minor.sémiﬁary néér Savaﬁnah. ﬁe répeated the
10th grade in order to take three years of Latin. He finished
his high school education there in 1967. At St. John’s, he was
the only black student in his class. There was one other black
student in the freshman class during Clarence’s first vyear,
however, he did not return for his sophomore year. Attending St.
John’s was Clarence’s first regular contact with whites, other

than nuns. At St. John’s, Clarence redoubled his efforts to
achieve. And, he did very well. One indication of what his
classmates thought of his efforts can be gleaned from a
‘statement which they placed under his yearbook picture: "Blew

that exam, only got a 98."



11

From 1967-68, his freshman year in college, Clarence attended
Immaculate Conception Seminary in Conception Junction, Missouri.
He transferred to Holy Cross College in Worcester, Massachusetts
fo; his sophomore year and graduated with honors in 1971. There,
he helped found the Black Students Union, where he served as an
officer for three years. He worked in the Free Breakfast Program
and tutored in the Worcester community. Clarence was an
excellent student who was considered by many to be a “grind."
His college education was financed by a combination of

scholarships, loans and work study. However, there always seemed
. to be well-intentioned persons who helped when times were most
difficﬁlt. One sﬁch persoﬁ was an anonymous donof Qf:$300.00 to

finance a speed reading course for Clarence.

From 1971-74, Clarence attended Yale Law School with the intent
of returning to Savannah. He worked for New Haven Legal
Assistance during law school and the summers of 1971 and 1972.
He worked for a small integrated firm in Savannah in the summer
of 1973, financed, in part, by a grant from ‘the Law Students

Civil Rights Research Council.

During his third year in law school, Clarence decided not to
~return to Savannah as he had originally planned. Since he was
married, had a child, and student 1loans, he reluctantly

interviewed with law firms. In the process, he once again
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confronted an old nemesis, racial discrimination. Though he had
- done well in 1law school, he was interrogated about his
performance in college, high school and eveﬁ grammar school. The
interview process tended to be insulting and condescending. The
obvious assumption was that Clarence was not as good as his white

classmates, even if his law school grades were higher.

Ultimately, John C. Danforth, then Attornéy General of Missouri,
offered Clarence a job in his office. Clarence was first
impressed by Danforth’s sincerity and honesty. He first admitted
.tp.clargnqe that he did not know how it was to be Black an@.pooq
sinée he yas.neither.' Then he promised Clarence that he would

treat him the same as everyone in the office.

Clarence saé for the Missouri bar in the summer of 1974. That
summer would be most memorable not for the bar examination but
for his two-month stay at the house of Margaret Bush-Wilson, who
.would later become Chairman of the Board of the NAACP.  She
allowed Clarence to live at her house, since he had no money and
knew no one in Missouri. Her generosity, advice and counsel have

influenced and remained with Clarence over the years.

In August of 1974, Clarence and his family moved to Jefferson

City, Missouri. The job in the Attorney General’s office turned
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" out to be everything that it had been billed to be. The work was
endless, the staff was small, and there was no bureaucracy in the
office. It was perfect for a young attorney. Three days after
being sworn in as a member of the Missouri bar, Clarence argued
his first case before the Supreme Court of Missouri. Over the
next 2-1/2 years, he would represent the state in many cases
before the trial courts, appellate courts, and Supreme Court of

Missouri, in matters ranging from criminal law to taxation.

In 1977, Clarence left the Attorney General’s Office and went to
work in the law department of Monsanto Company, where he worked
on general corporate legal matters such as antltrust contracts

and governmental regulations.

He rejoined now Senator Danforth in August of 1979 as a
legislative assistant. - During his 1-1/2 years on Capitol Hill,
Clarence was responsible for issues involving energy,

environment, federal lands and public works.

He was nominated in the spring of 1981 by President Reagan as'the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights in the U.S. Department of
Education. In the spring of 1982, he was nominated by President
Reagan to become Chairman of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. He was sworn in on May 17, 1982. He was renominated

and reconfirmed in 1986. Having been Chairman of EEOC for more
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than seven years, he has served longer in that position than any

of his seven predecessors.

Clarence was appointed by President Bush to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia on March 6, 1990. He

was President Bush's first appointee to that court.

Clarence's first marriage ended in divorce. He has one son,
Jamal, by that marriage, and has had custody of Jamal since 1983.
.For most of his tenure at EEOC he has been a.singlé parent. ' Jamal.

is now 16 years old and a junior in high school.

Clarence remarried in May of 1987. His bride is the former
Virginia Bess Lamp. Mrs. Thomas is a Senior Legislative Officer
at the U.S. Department of Labor. Clarence, Virginia, and Jamal

reside in northern Virginia.



