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An AMERICA 2000 Guide
for Members of Congress

How to Help Your Communities
Reach the National Education Goals

STEP 1

e Designate a staff member to coordinate with the
Department of Education and your Governor/
Mayor/County Executive.

e Have your coordinator call the AMERICA 2000
office (202-401-3000) for additional information
and materials.

STEP 2
e Set up a series of town hall meetings to inform your
communities about AMERICA 2000.
e Ask each community to work toward the six national
education goals by doing four things:
1. Adopt the national goals for the community;
2. Craft a local strategy to meet the goals;
3. Design a report card to measure results;
4. Plan for and support a New American
School.
e Devote at least one newsletter to AMERICA 2000.
e Encourage your constituents to get started.
e Schedule SCHOOL DAY visits to community
education programs and schools in your district.

STEP 3

e Help your communities form local AMERICA 2000
steering committees (Memphis 2000, Omaha 2000,
etc.) that are bipartisan and representative of the
community.

e Encourage them to involve everyone and to build on
existing programs and partnerships.




e Tell them to call the toll-free AMERICA 2000
hotline (1-800-USA-Learn) for additional information
and materials.

e Attend their official kick off or announcement event.

e Help them identify community needs and resources
and develop a strategy to meet the national education
goals.

STEP 4

e Encourage your Governor to recognize your
communities as AMERICA 2000 communities once
they complete the four-part Presidential challenge.

o Support funding for at least one New American
School in your district.

The National Education Goals

In the year 2000...

1. All children in America will start school ready to
learn.

2. The high school graduation rate will increase to at
least 90 percent.

3. American students will be competent in the core
subjects -- English, math, science, history and
geography.

4. U.S. students will be first in the world in science
and math.

5. Every adult American will be literate and possess
the skills to compete in a world economy.

6. Every school in America will be safe and free of
drugs.
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Congress of the United States %&m

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 M.C.

Official Bustness BULK RAT{
CAR-RT. PRESCRT

" POSTAL PATRON — LOCAL
¥2nd Congressional District

New York
Presndem Bush and Rep. LaFalce in the Oval Office. . 3o
THE ISSUE: EDUCATION IN AMERICA
;- De"’“ F“e“d L o “I bear the torch that enlightens the
- As Chairman of the House Small Business Cormmit- - world, fires the imagination of man, feeds

s 3 cc&_mdy mvxted to the Whlte House bv Presx-

the flames of genius. I give wings to
j dreams and might to hand and brain.

From out of the deep shadows of the
past I come, wearing the scars of strug-
gle and the stripes of toil, but bearing
in triumph the wisdom of all ages. Man,
because of me, holds dominion over
earth, air and sea; it is for him I leash the
lightning, plow the deep, and shackle the
ether.

I am the parent of progress, creator
of culture, molder of destiny. Philosophy,
art, and science are tools in my mind. I

banish ignorance, discourage vice, disarm

, z‘epresentatlve lwouid hke £0 leam you ~§ anarchy.
‘bout O prESent system of educ:ati{m, a'
réfotih, T Thus bave I become freedom’s

citadel, the arm of democracy, the hope
of adolescence, the joy of age. Fortunate
the nations and happy the homes that
welcome me.

The school is my workshop; here I
stir ambitions, stimulate ideals, forge the
keys that open the doors to opportuni-

. I T OWN MEETINGS | ty. I am the source of inspiration; the aid

of aspiration . .. I am irresistible power.

- 7 A
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Please join me so ] can listen to your thoughts and
your concerns about education in America,

Saturday, November 16, 1991

0 am. - 10 a.m. 11 am. - 12 noon
GATES ALBION
~TOWN HALL ANNEX  MIDDLE SCHOQOL
1605 Buffalo Rd. 254 East Ave.

ipm -2pm 3 p.m. < 4 p.m.
LOCKPORT HERBERT HOOVER
CITY BALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

199 Thornchiff Roa¢
Town of Tonawanda

(Council Chambers) -
One Locks Plaza

Extended Page 2. 1
I AM EDUCATION.”

INSIDE THIS
NEWSLETTER . ..

A Nation Still At Risk................. p. 2
Educational Reform..... e ..ps 3
Education: The Key to Jobs........... .ope 4

Improving Access To Higher
Education. ..o vv i inininverias p- 4
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- A NATION STILL AT RISK

“Our nation is at risk, Our once unchallenged preeminence in commerce, industry, science, and technological in-
novation is being overtaken by corpetitors throughout the world. . . . If an unfriendly foreign power had attempt-
ed to impose on America the mediocre educational performance that exists today, we might well have viewed it
4s an act of war . . . We have, in effect, been committing an act of unthinking, unilateral educational disarma-
ment.” — From “A Nation at Risk: The Inperative for Educational Reform,” April, 1983.

In April of 1983, a report commissioned by the Presi-
dent and Secretary of Education concluded that ours was
“A Nation at Risk.” The report was a modern-day equiva-
lent of Paul Revere's ride, waking us from relative compla-
cence to spread the alarm about imminent danger to our
nation. Pointing to the poor educational achievement of
American students when compared to those in other in-
dustrialized nations, the report warned about diminished

Cartn Granto, Deputy Superintendent of Schools in
Niagara Falls, and Ida Massaro, a teacher at LaSalle Senior
High School, met recently with Rep. LaFalce.

U.S. capacity to compete with our international rivals and
forecast stagnant or decreased growth for the American
economy. .

This critical report sparked extensive and diverse educa-
tional debate. Blue ribbon panels, cornmissions, conferences,
‘policymakers — all have struggled to reform our schools
and imptrove our students. Yer seven years after the release
of the report, we are a pation still ar risk.

Recent domestic measutes of student achievement
documented by the bi-partisan National Commission on
Children are startling:

B Fewer than haif of American 17-year-olds who are
in school possess the skills and basic knowledge required
for college and many entry level jobs;

B Only 59 percent cap compute with decimals, frac-
tions and percents or solve simple equations;

® Many are so limited in their command of written
English that they are unable to communicate a reasoned
point of view. These figures are for those students who are

B Only one percent have advanced math skills.

International comparisons of educational achievement
dramatize the growing risk we face from our global compe-
titors:

W Among students from 20 nations surveyed, Ameri-
can students rank 10th in arithmetic, 12th in algebra, and
16th in geometry; '

B Even our top students fare poorly in international
comparisons: among the top one percent of high school
seniots, American students ranked last;

B In comparisons of science achievement among

14-year-olds in 17 countries, our students tie for 14th place
with children in Singapore and Thailand.

SR '
. “Human history becomes more and more
| a race.between education and catas-

Lagting and beneficial educational reform. will require
a national and local commitment of finances. Indeed, a
study by the Economic Policy Institute revealed that among
Japan, England, France, Canada, and 12 other industrial-
ized nations they studied, the U.S. ranked fourteenth in

~ public and private spending on pre-primary, primary and

secondary education.

Yet increases in spending will not be sufficient. Our stu-
dents and educators must meet higher standards. Our
schools must be safe places of learning. Children must come
to school ready to learn. Above all, parents and commu-
nities must become actively involved i their children’s edu-
cation. In short, we must bring to education reform the
same resolve we bring to fighting a war. If we are willing
and able to rally parents, teachers, studetits, senior citizens,
businesses, policy experts and politicians around education,
we can make the improvements so vital to our future.
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in school. The miltions of American students who drop
out typically have much lower levels of achicvement.

Maoreover, problems are both national and local. The
National Assessment Governing Board, a federal agency
that oversees standardized tests given to public school
children, released a report on Seprember 30,.1991, that
shows marh achievement in individual states. More than

four-fifths of all eighth graders in New York Stare — some -

83.7 percent — have only basic or below basic skills
in math: : :

B Some 42.5 percent of eighth graders in New York
State have below basic math knowledge and skills;

B Some 41.2 percent have only basic math skills;

B Oolv 15 percens have 4 solid mastery of challeng-
ing mathematics matenal;

tien.,

Rep. LaFalce gees an enthusiastic response frot a group
of firsc graders during a recenr visit o the Theodore
Roosevelt Elementary Scheol ih Kenmore.
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, EDUCATIONAL REFORM

N —James Madwm

According to a recent national poll, 70 percent of
Americans believe that our elementary and secondary
educational system needs reform.

In responding to this public concern, the nation’s gover-
nors and President Bush have adopted six national educa-
tion goals to be achieved by the year 2000,

AMERICA 200!0

By the year 2000, we should meet these goals:
# Al children in America will start school ready

to learn.

B The high school graduatxon rate will increase
to 90 percent.

B Students will leave grades 4, 8 and 12 having
demonstrated competency in such key areas as
English, mathematics, science, history and geo-
graphy.

U.S. students will be first in the world in
mathematics and science.

Every adult American will be literate and pos-
sess the knowledge and skills needed to compete in
a global economy.

B Every school will be free of drugs and violence.

Parents, teachers and legislators are considering « large
number of proposed reforms in education, including those
in America 2000. Opinions vary widely. The following are
some of the key proposals and some of the questions that
have been raised with respect to them:

B Nartional Testing. As part of his America 2000
plan, the President has called for a set of nationwide edu-
cation standards upon which students would be tested in
fourth, eighth and twelfth grades. Test results would be used
to determine the strengths and weaknesses of both students
and schools. But critics ask: Will testing really motivate stu-
dents to study harder? Will the tests be fair?

B School Choice. The President has also proposed
using federal monies to help promote a program of ‘school
choice’ in which students would be able to attend the public,
private or patochial school of their choice. Proponents of
school choice argue that it would foster healthy com-
petition among schools. But critics insist that it would
only increase inequality and racial segregation among

Sharing 'their views with Rep. LaFalce on the state of
Amnerican education are Kevin Colpoys, Lackport’s Su-
petintendent of Schools, and Gary Terwilliger, President
of the Lockport Teachers Association.

® Parental and Community Involvement. There
is a growing awareness that educational reforms will not
succeed without greater involvement on the part of par-
ents and comimunity leaders. Education must be a family
and cornmunity goal. Opinions vary, however, on how best
to promote such involvement.

Math and Science Funding. Recognizing the crit-
ical role that math and science play in preparing students
for successful careers, many experts have urged additional
funding for those studies. Through the Eisenhower Math
and Science program, the federal government is already set-
ting aside special funds for that purpose, but many argue
that much more needs to be done.

B Cash Awards for Teachers. One way to encourage
teacher excellence is to increase the rewards for teaching
excellence. As part of the America 2000 proposal, it is pro-

* posed that $7.6 million be set aside to provide cash awards

to outstanding teachers. Critics warn, however, that it is
not enough to raise the salary of a few outstanding teachers
— salaries need to be raised across the board in order to
attract and retain qualified teachers.

B Alternative Teacher Certification. College gradu-
ates wishing to switch to a teaching career often find them-
selves frustrated by state or local teaching certification
requirements. Congress has been asked to give grants to
states and school districts for developing alternarive cer-
tification requirements. Many education groups argue that
the existing certification requirements serve to promote
teacher quality and should not be changed.

W Industry Skilt Standards. It has been proposed that
business and labor establish job-related, industry specific
skill standards, centered around core proficiencies. “Skill
certificates™ would be issued by industry.

B Eduncation Report Cards. Some have suggested thac
the results of student testing be used to “grade” individual
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schools and leave disadvantaged students even more dis-
advantaged.

M. Length of School Year. Japanese students attend
~ school 240 days a year — compared to an average of 180
days in this country. Most European students also have
a longer school year, Some experts have suggested that a
longer school year in this country might produce becrer edu-
‘cated students. Critics charge that there is Jittle evidence
to support that assumption.

B Model Schools. President Bush has proposed the
development of “New American Schools” ter point the way
roward educational reform. He wants to create 535 such
schools, at least one per Congressional district, by 1996
Critics cherge that the money used to build such schools
would be better spent in improving existing schools.

Extended Page . _4.]
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schools, school districts, and states so that parents and stu-
dents can betrer evaluate them,

B Academic Standards for College Aid. Some have
argued that college loans and aid be linked to test results.
Students who failed to achieve a certain competency would
be denied aid. Proponents argue that this would encourage
students to work harder and rarget scarce resources; oppe-
nents insist it would deny many students the opportunity
of a college education.

Teacher Competency, Some experts want to im-

- prove teaching by restticting tenure and requiring com-
petency tests. This is generally regarded as a State and local

issue, but Congres: is considering legistation to improve

. teaching by providing assistance 1@ help establish volun-

tary standards for the reaching profession.
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oo EDUCATION THE KEY TO JOBS

- “If you are plannmg for a ycar, sow rice
.-« If you are planning for a decade, piant |
trees...If you are plannmg for a lifetime,

educate a person. ~—ancient Chinese proverl?

The United States is falling further behind! This is the
unpleasant conclusion reached in a report by the ULS. Office
of Technology Assessment.

Here are the major findings of this report:

B “The United States does not seem to be doing
as much as our competitors to prepare non-college
bound youth for the workworld.” More than 50 percent
of our youth — the so-called “forgotten half” — do not go
to college. Yet compared to our German, Japunese, Cana-
dian, and Korean competitors, the U.S. does little to pro-
vide structured apprenticeships or other formal training to
ease the tramsition from school to work.

B “Many American workers — 20 percent or more
in some firms — are deficient in basic skills.” Employ-
ers need skilled workers to run their businesses, and wor-
kers need skills to advance beyond entry-level positions.
Yet, millions of U.S. workers are illiterate or have not
achieved eighth grade reading skills; at least half of young

American adults are not good at quantitative problem-

solving of any complexity.

B “Current human resource practices itn most
American firms place a low value on training. Only a
few U.8. companies offer in-house basic skills training.”
According to the Department of Labor, only 35 percent
of workers have received skill improvement training in their

Dr. John E. Helfrich, Superintendent of the Kenmore-
Town of Tonawanda School System, Barbara Johnson,
President of the Parent-Teacher-Student Association, and
Rep. LaFalce recently discussed educational issucs.

current job. And, most firrns who do provide training
reserve it for their upper-level or professional employees.

B “U.S. employers are reluctant to provide train-
ing,” Often, employers do not provide training because they
fear employees may move to better jobs.

B “The increasing proportion of older workers in
the labor force makes it important to prepare this popu-
lation for technological change.” New forms of indus-
trial organization will place a high demand on high
performance employees. To meet this demand, and respond
to the shrinking labor force, employers will have to rely

“on the workers they have now. As these workers get older,

they will need retraining.

IMPROVING ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION

“Education, beyond all other devices of human origin, is the great equalizer of !he condz-
tions of men — the balancc wheel of social machinery.”

' —Horace Mann

Many students are denied access to U.S, colleges and
universities siraply because they cannct afford to attend;
and we are all paying the price. As Edmund Burke once
observed, “Education is the cheap defense of nations.” Post-
sccondary education is an increasingly valuable route o
greater skills, earnings, and jobs. Thus, we must improve
access to higher education for those who qualify, but sim-
ply. cannot afford it.

Census data proves the correlation between education

and income. In 1987, the typical adult with a bachelors
degree earned $31,834; an

families send their children to college, and keep costs down.,
The College Board estimates the annual cost of attendance,
which includes tuition, fees, room, board, and miscellane-
ous expenses, to be $7,584 at public and $16,292 at private
four-year schools. Moreover, college costs are rising higher
than inflation. Students are forced o take increasingly large
Joans to cover costs; high student loan default rates have
accompanied the larger loans.

A variety of options exist to increase access to higher
education. Congress could either enable or encourage
families to save for their chil-

adult who only held a high
school diploma earned
%$20.874. The college degree

- dren’s education: any such
legislation must guarantee
that families who do save are



PLU,0(4. Lne college aegree
holder averages $10,960, or 53
percen: more per year.

*Congress is now consider-
ing legislation to improve aé-
cess to higher education. This
legislation will revamp the
Higher Education Act and
help more financially needy
students.

The federal government
now prevides aboutr $18 bil-
lion each year in student
loans, grants, work study as-
sistance, and fellowships. But
more must be done 1o help

. ¥ et oy

Lamar Alexander, Secretary of Education. and Rep.
LaFalce following s briefing for Members of Congress
in the U.5, Capitol.

Extonded Page . 5.1
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-not penalized by federal finan-

cial aid calculations that give
tmore aid to families with few-
er assets. Federal education as-
sistance also could increase
the size of scholarships. rather
than increasing loans. Con-
gress could also expand the
opportunity for students to
receive tuition assistance or
loan forgiveness for a rmulti-
year commitment 1o public
service. Whatever the
mechanism, the U.S. can
and must improve aceess to
higher education.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 24, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR GOVERNOR SUNUNU
ROGER PORTER
EDE HOLIDAY
DORRENCE SMITH
KATHY SUPER

FROM: DAVE DEMAREST

SUBJECT: WORKING DRAFT EDUCATION TIMELINE

Attached is a timeline of proposed education events for the fall
which was developed by the Communications Education Task Force.
This is designed to provide you with a frame work of possible
events that can be developed to highlight "America 2000" and the
National Education Goals.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 24, 1991

WORKING DRAFT EDUCATION TIMELINE

JULY 25, 1991

National Literacy Act of 1991 Signing Ceremony (POTUS)
5:00 p.m.; Roosevelt Room
40 attendees

AUGUST 1, 1991

Briefing for National Association of Secondary School Principals
2:00-3:30 p.m.; Indian Treaty Room

60 State Affiliate Leaders

Speakers: Deputy Secretary Kearns, Charles Kolb

Topics: The formation of the NASDC Corporation and "America 2000"

AUGUST 18, 1991-PROPOSED

Teleconferences (Live/Interactive) or POTUS Visit

-- The National Governors Association Annual Meeting in Seattle (POTUS)
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER-PROPOSED

-- A nationally televised Address on the State of American Education in our nation's
schools to parents and students. (POTUS)

-- Education Media Roundtable (POTUS)
Education Trade Media & Reporters from Various Education Newspapers
in conjunction with an education event

-- "America's First Teacher Event" (POTUS)
Teaching the class of 2000 (grade 4)

(Possible topic - the Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights is being celebrated from Sept.
15 through December.)

-- The formation of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Educational Excellence
for Hispanic Americans.

-- Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15-Oct. 15) is the First Anniversary of the
Executive Order on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans. The formation
of the Advisory Committee fulfills one of the two provisions of the Executive Order)
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Back to School
SEPTEMBER 3. 1991-PROPOSED

-- Back-to-School Kick-off; Maine (POTUS)
(Starting school- School readiness)

-- Greeting parents and students arriving for the first day of school.

SEPTEMBER 4, 1991-PROPOSED BY THE DEPT OF ED.

-- City 2000, "School Day" Event- (POTUS). The President and ,
Cabinet Members to visit a city (Chicago or Detroit) with extremely distressed
community services. Cabinet Members would disperse to different segments of the
city to highlight their part of the Education strategy. Cabinet members would then
re-gather for an education "City 2000" rally with the President and Lamar Alexander.
(A Cabinet Meeting is scheduled for 10:00 a.m., Sept. 4.)

-- Alternative-- Rose Garden Send-Off Ceremony (POTUS); Cabinet only to
Chicago or different cities.

SEPTEMBER 9, 1991-PROPOSED

-- Roundtable Discussion with Historically Black Colleges and
University's (HBCU's) Advisory Council. (POTUS)

This is the day before the Senate Judiciary Committee has scheduled hearings on
Supreme Court nominee, Judge Clarence Thomas.

SEPTEMBER 26, 1991-PROPOSED

-- "America's Open House" (POTUS/FLOTUS)

-- Kick-off parent/teacher night

For the First Family to "go to school and meet the teachers" to encourage the nation
to walk through the doors of "America's Open House."

-- Highlight state of the art teaching approaches.

-- Nationally Televised

SEPTEMBER 27-30, 1991-PROPOSED

-- Meeting with the National Education Goals Panel (POTUS)
To brief the President on the Report Card before its release that day.

-- Dept. of Ed. proposes an event/speech



SEPTEMBER 30, 1991

-Second Anniversary of the Education Summit:

National Education Goals Panel will issue a report card to the nation on the second
anniversary of the Education Summit on the progress toward the National Education
Goals. The Governors will reaffirm their commitment in Charlottesville to report on
restructuring efforts in their states.

SEPTEMBER 30, 1991

-- The National Council on Education Statistics and Testing (NCES) will issue a
report on world class achievement standards for math, science, reading, and writing
for students in grades 4, 8, and 12. Governor Romer and Governor Campbell co-
chair NCES.

| -- The National Assessement of Educational Progress (NAPE) will release trends in
math and science achievement levels based on educational statistics collected over the
past twenty years.

MONTH OF OCTOBER

-- Mentoring Agency/Mentoring Event (POTUS)

Administration sets the example in education; focus on successful

mentoring programs within the Cabinet agencies.

(Five agencies have established mentoring programs: Justice, DoD, Transportation,
Labor, Energy)

- Business Community Event (Quality Product Workforce Theme) (POTUS)
To highlight workforce training and life long learning, '

OCTOBER 4, 1991

-- New American Schools Development Corp. (NASDC) Board Meeting at Camp
David.

OCTOBER 27-28, 1991-PROPOSED

Teleconference (Live/Interactive)/ or POTUS Visit

-- Des Moines, Iowa, National Education Goals Panel Meeting

Governor Branstad to host the Panel Meeting. The Dept. of Ed. and NGA are co-
Sponsors.



Colorado

Roy Romer (D)

Delaware Mike Castle (R)
Maine John McKernan (R)
Minnesota Arne Carlson (R)
Wisconsin Tommy Thompson (R)

EAYY 1O Go---
Arizona Fife Symington (R)
Iowa Terry Branstad (R)
Louisiana Buddy Roemer (R)
Maryland William Donald Schaefer (D)
Massachusetts William Weld (R)
Michigan John Engler (R)
Missouri John Ashcroft (R)
Montana Stan Stephens (R)
Ohio George Voinovich (R)
Pennsylvania Robert Casey (D)
Utah Norman Bangerter (R)
South Dakota George Mickelson (R)
Washington Booth Gardner (D)
Wyoming Michael Sullivan (D)

Pemy  Repoy

Alaska Walter Hickel (D)
Arkansas Bill Clinton (D)
Idaho Cecil Andrus (D)
Illinois Jim Edgar (R)
Nevada Bob Miller (D)

New Mexico
North Dakota
West Virginia

Bruce King (D)
George Sinner (D)
Gaston Caperton (D)

Alabama
California
Florida
Georgia

Guam

Indiana
Nebraska

New Hampshire

North Carolina

Puerto Rico

South Carolina

Vermont

Virgin Islands

\ NOT fcAdY der
J -

Guy Hunt (R)

Pete Wilson (R)

Lawton Chiles (D)

Zell Miller (D)

Joseph Ada (R)

Evan Bayh (D)

Ben Nelson (D)

Judd Gregg (R)

James Martin (R)
Rafael Hernandez-Colon (PDP)
Carroll Campbell (R)
Richard Snelling (R)
Alexander Farrelly (D)

American Samoa

Connecticut
Hawaii
Kansas
Kentucky
Mississippi

Peter Coleman (R)
Lowell Weicker (I)
John Waihee (D)

Joan Finney (D)
Wallace Wilkinson (D)
Ray Mabus (D)



New Jersey

New York

Northern Mariana
Island

Oklahoma

Oregon
Rhode Island
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia

James Florio (D)
Mario Cuomo (D)

Lorenzo DeLeon Guerrero (F)

‘Dave Walters (D)

Barbara Roberts (D)
Bruce Sundlun (D)
Ned Ray McWherter (D)
Ann Richards (D)
Doug Wilder (D)
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Communities

'/ Colorado2000

Handbook

June 1991

A Guide to
Achieving the National

Education Goals

in Our Community
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Some Things We
Need To Know
About Goal Six

Additional
Resources
Available to
Local Goal
Teams

Colorado2000

How well is your community organized to combat drug abuse?

How “firm and fair” are school policies on drug abuse? How involved are
teachers and students in their creation?

How extensive are mentor and other support programs that give students
a place to turn to for help?

What do students think of security and discipline measures at the schools?
How safe do they feel in school?

How effective are local drug education programs?

How widely available to students are health, social and psychological
services at the school and elsewhere in the community?

How well do businesses, colleges and universities and other organizations

work with elementary and high schools on combating drug and alcohol
abuse?

State goal team six can provide both information and technical assistance
to local goal teams.

To get more information on this goal, including examples of successful

programs under way in Colorado, please call the state goal team chairper-
son:

Buzzy Gibson (303) 894-2750

30

By the year 2000:

\— AMERICA'S

All children will start school ready to learn. EbpucATiON GOALS

2

The high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90
percent for all groups.

3

All students will leave grades four, eight, and twelve having
demonstrated competency in challenging subject matter includ-
ing English, mathematics, science, history and geography; and
every school in America will ensure that all students learn to
use their minds well, so they may be prepared for responsible
citizenship, further learning and productive employment in our
modern economy.

g

U.S. students will be first in the world in science and mathemat-
ics achievement.

5

Every adult American will be literate and will possess the
knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a global economy
and exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

6

Every school in America will be free of drugs and violence and
will offer a disciplined environment conducive to learning.
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GoALSIX

Objectives

Background

Colorado2000

By the year 2000, every school in America will be free of drugs and
violence and will offer a disciplined environment conducive to
learning.

Every school will implement a firm and fair policy on use, possession and
distribution of drugs and alcohol.

Parents, businesses and community organizations will work together to
ensure that schools are a safe haven for all children.

Every school district will develop a comprehensive K-12 drug and alcohol
prevention education program with curriculum integrated into health
education. Community-based teams should be organized to provide
students and teachers with needed support.

Perhaps no goal will require commitment of the entire community more
than will goal six, which is rooted in problems of families and society, and
in young people’s needs for attachment and belonging. Achieving this
goal will require a coordinated effort from school, parents, business, law
enforcement, health and social services.

School and law enforcement authorities report increasing incidents of
youngsters involved in drug and alcohol abuse, violent crimes and the
carrying of guns. No learning can take place unless students and teachers

feel safe at school. The few should not be allowed to prevent the many
from learning.

Beyond enforcement, however, the community must provide young
people with constructive role models, support and hope. Parents, other
caring adults, churches, neighborhood associations and volunteer groups
can provide nurturing as well as people and places to which students can
turn for help and guidance. Drug education, health and social services,
treatment and rehabilitation are all essential if this goal is to be achieved.

28

How You
CAN HEeLpr

Join your local Colorado 2000 team. Become part of a community goal
team. Help your community achieve one or more of the national educa-
tion goals.

Colorado 2000 began with a statewide teleconference in June 1991. If you
were part of that conference, you met with subgroups to begin work on
each of the goals. If you were not part of the conference, watch the video-
tape of it and offer to work with a local goal team. You can get a copy of
the videotape and find out how to contact the team you want to work
with by calling your local school superintendent or the Colorado 2000
office at (303) 866-3123.

Just what is Colorado 2000? SOME QUESTIONS

AND ANSWERS

It is a community-by-community effort to help Colorado achieve
America’s education goals, which were adopted by the President and the
nation’s governors. Colorado 2000 is supported by local and state govern-
ment, education, business, labor and civic leaders.

Why is there such a need to improve education?

It is the only way to maintain and improve our standard of living, to
protect the kind of society we live in, and to provide opportunities for
ourselves and our children.

American industry now competes directly with nations that have higher
productivity and lower wages than ours. But American productivity has
grown very little during the past two decades. If we are to maintain a
high standard of living we must become more productive, more resource-
ful. That takes well-educated workers with greater skills.

Education is the key, too, to individual opportunity. We want everyone to
fulfill his or her potential, to actively participate in a democratic society,
and to regard education as a lifelong adventure. Achieving the national
goals can make that happen.
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Background

Colorado2000

Estimates vary on the percentage of adult Americans who are illiterate or
functionally illiterate, but rates are considered especially high among the
chronically unemployed, welfare recipients and prison inmates.

Business people have pointed out that a commitment to lifelong learning
is an essential qualification for most jobs in today’s global economy.
Workers who do not have critical thinking abilities face the prospect of
declining incomes and limited opportunity.

Employers also say they must spend too much on remedial education for
their employees. In many countries, government policies and programs
are carefully coordinated with private sector activities to create effective
apprenticeship and job training opportunities. Critics say American high
school youngsters who do not go on to postsecondary education do not
receive effective preparation for the world of work. Moreover, technical
schools, community colleges and specific training programs are not well
coordinated.

Others argue that schools are too quick to decide which students are
college bound and which are not. Consequently, they say, many students
who could succeed in college never get a chance to prepare for it. Thus,
they argue, all students should be considered college-bound and should
be exposed to the same core curriculum.

Our future will be shaped by the opportunity all citizens have to continue
their education and development of their skills, from basic literacy
through postsecondary education at colleges and universities. These
opportunities should be available through libraries, workplaces, volunteer
and community organizations, occupational schools, community colleges
and other public and private postsecondary education institutions.

26

Will accomplishing the goals require more tax dollars?

It may. But first we must know whether we are making the best use of the
resources we have now. We need to know what is needed that is not
being done and what resources are needed to do them “Even so, we may
well need to invest more to reach our goals. The long-term cost, however,
will be much less than that of doing nothing. No program for educational
achievement will compare with the costs of prisons or support of those
without the skills to work.

How will we know whether additional money is needed
and, if it is, how much?

That is an important part of the Colorado 2000 initiative. Teams in every
community are asked to determine how to achieve the national goals and
what resources it will take to do it. These teams will make their first
report to the state by August 20, 1991.

What is the status of public school funding now?

Colorado pays for public schools with approximately equal shares of state
money and local property taxes. A new school finance act, designed to
make school funding equitable throughout the state, has not been fully
funded because of declining property values, increasing school enroll-
ments, and insufficient state funds. Significant additional funding will be
needed to maintain present programs and services and make them equally
accessible throughout the state.

How do I get more information on Colorado 2000?

Call the Colorado 2000 office at (303) 866-3123.

Colorado 2000 envisions local teams in every school district working on
each of the six national education goals. These teams are to set strategies,
measure progress, and determine what resources are needed to meet the
goals.

What follows is additional detail on each goal, including areas to explore,
things to know, questions to ask, people to call for more information, and
a discussion guide for goal-team work sessions.

ACHIEVING
THE NATIONAL
EpucatioN GOALs
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GoaL Five

Objectives

Colorado2000

T B TD R VT T S B O 5 T B8 S T T T s

By the year 2000, every adult American will be literate and will possess
the knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a global economy and
exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

Every American business and education provider will be involved in
strengthening the connection between education and work.

All adults will have the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills--
from basic to highly technical--needed to adapt to emerging new technolo-
gies, work methods, and markets through public and private educational,
vocational, technical, workplace or other programs.

The number of quality programs designed to serve the needs of adults--
including literacy, GED, high school completion, library services and
nontraditional programs--will increase substantially.

The proportion of those qualified students, especially minorities, who
enter college, who complete at least two years, and who complete their
degree programs will increase substantially.

The proportion of college graduates who demonstrate an advanced ability
to think critically, communicate effectively and solve problems will in-
crease substantially.
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Goal One -- readiness for school Discussion

Questions
School District

Why is this goal important to our community or organization?

What are we already doing in our community and schools to accomplish
this goal?

What else do we need to do in our community or statewide to accomplish
this goal?

Who else needs to be on our goal team?

What are our immediate next steps?
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Some Things
We Need To
Know About
Goal Four

Additional
Resources
Available to
Local Goal
Teams

Colorado2000

How many students at each grade level are now taking courses in science
and mathematics? What are the schools’ requirements for these courses?

What percentage of high school students are taking advanced courses in
these subjects?

What special attention is given to encouraging women and minorities in
these fields?

How do we measure achievement in these subjects? Do we have a good
definition of what students need to know?

What background do our science and math teachers have?

What can we do to better prepare teachers of science and math? To what
extent do they have the opportunity to enhance their own skills in these
areas?

What is the status of technology—computers, lab equipment, etc.—in our
schools?

To what extent are colleges and universities helping our elementary and
high schools develop science and math programs?

State goal team four can provide both information and technical assis-
tance. It can help generate ideas for strategies and serve as a clearing-
house for state and national resources.

Other sources to consider are local businesses, foundations, colleges,
parents and the Colorado Alliance for Science (a statewide coalition of
educators, businesses, government agencies, and community groups).

To get more information on this goal, including examples of successful
programs under way in Colorado, please call the state goal team chairper-

son:

Karen Sandstead, (303) 866-4585.
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Notes
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GoaL Four

Objective

Background

Colorado2000

By the year 2000, U.S. students will be first in the world in science and
mathematics achievement.

Math and science education will be strengthened throughout the system,
especially in the early grades.

The number of teachers with a substantive background in mathematics
and science will increase by 50 percent.

The number of U.S. undergraduate and graduate students, especially
women and minorities, who complete degrees in mathematics, science
and engineering will increase significantly.

When measured against students from other nations, Americans rank
near the bottom in math and science achievement. Less than half of
American high school students take advanced courses in math and sci-
ence. But educators agree that chemistry and advanced algebra must be
part of the minimum curriculum in preparing for college-level science and
engineering courses. Moreover, many argue that advanced algebra
teaches problem-solving skills that virtually all workers need in today’s
technological economy.

During the past two decades the number of American students earning
college degrees in mathematics decreased by one-third. Women, blacks
and Hispanics are significantly underrepresented in science and engineer-
ing professions.

Studies show that too many elementary and high school science and math
teachers lack appropriate backgrounds or degrees in subjects they teach.

Teachers say they often do not have access to professional development
opportunities that would allow them to broaden their skills in science and
math instruction. Others say that many schools have antiquated laborato-
ries and equipment, and many are unable to provide students with even
routine involvement with computers, a skill considered essential by most
employers.

20

Goal Two -- school completion Discussion

Questions
School District

Why is this goal important to our community or organization?

What are we already doing in our community and schools to accomplish
this goal?

What else do we need to do in our community or statewide to accomplish
this goal?

Who else needs to be on our goal team?

What are our immediate next steps?

13
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Some Things
We Need To
Know About
Goal Three

Additional
Resources
Available to
Local Goal
Teams

Colgrado2000

How many students at each grade level take courses in English, math-
ematics, science, history and geography? What are the schools’ require-
ments in these courses?

What percentage of high school students are taking advanced courses in
these subjects?

What special attention is given to encouraging minorities in these fields?

How is achievement in these subjects measured? Are state and national
assessments compatible?

How do students feel about the courses they get at school? Do they find
them interesting and challenging or repetitious and boring? Do they feel
the courses are relevant to their futures?

To what extent do teachers have the opportunity to enhance their own
skills in these areas?

State goal team three will provide information and technical assistance.

The state team is sending to each school district information on goal three
from the Colorado Department of Education as well as information on
assessment techniques. The state team is also providing information on
each district’s progress toward state education goals.

The state team urges local teams to review with local accountability com-
mittees work done to assess academic progress in local school districts.

To get more information on this goal, including examples of successful
programs under way in Colorado, please call the state goal team chair

person:

Tony Rollins (303) 695-4300.
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Notes
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-

91 JUL 29 B 5: 3

July 29, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: C. BOYDEN GRAm\
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Importance of Education
Attached is (1) the first page of a recent article explaining how
the military has integrated so successfully -- the key being the

inducement of education, and (2) a comparison of time spent
studying between Japanese and American children.

Attachments



propriate for the Slovak situation. When I ask to inter-
view one of them, I am ushered into the offices of
Marian Tkac, Slovakia’s vice minister of finance, who,
before he hands me his card, crosses out the section
that indicates responsibility for control of “‘prices and
wages.”” Old card, I guess. “‘Klaus doesn’t understand
that we are a separate entity,”” the red-faced bureaucrat
explains as we sip the sickly sweet Turkish coffee I am
offered, decline, and am served at every meeting. Tkac
lists the points of agreement with Klaus (privatization,
liberalization, and price decontrol) and outlines the
Slovak vision of the future (a sovereign state, like Bel-
gium, controlling economic policy, currency, tariffs,
and trade agreements and subsidies for some indus-
tries). “‘Klaus is following the lessons of the capitalists
of the last century. He doesn’t seem to understand that

How po THEY DO

By Charles Moskos

he first thing that strikes a visitor to an Army

dining facility (as the mess hall has been re-,

named) is that the sergeants sit at their own

tables. The bigger dining facilities even have
partitions separating the sergeants from the lower en-
listed ranks. The second notable thing is the easy mix-
ing of the races. Black and white soldiers eat together
in seemingly random fashion. The bantering that goes
on across the tables seems to have no particular racial
direction. What a contrast with the self-imposed segre-
gation found in most college dining halls today.

The Army is not a racial utopia by any means. Be-
neath the cross-race bantering, an edge of tension of-
ten lurks. A black soldier puts it as follows: “It’s invisi-
ble, but you feel the racism of a lot of the white guys.
The whites are still top dog and the brothers know it.”
A white soldier sees it another way: “‘Blacks get away
with things a white can’t. Whites get the shaft.” Still,
give or take a surly remark here, a bruised sensibility
there, the races do get on remarkably well. Under the
grueling conditions of Desert Storm not one racial inci-
dent occurred that was severe enough to come to the
attention of the military police.

It hasn’t always been this way. Throughout the Viet-
CHARLES MOSKOs, a former draftee, is professor of soci-
ology at Northwestern University and author of A Call
to Civic Service (Free Press).

if he takes too much blood from the patient he will kill
him.”

Short of complete independence (which would be
economic suicide), the most ardent Slovak nationalists
want a federation of two ‘‘sovereign’’ states. Alzbeta
Moravcikova, a translator whose husband is a journalist
with the newspaper Pravda, explains that by “‘sover-
eign”’ they mean Slovakia would have the right to leave
the federation anytime it wants. *‘But first the present
Czechoslovak republic must be dissolved so the two
states can come together as true equals,”” she says. Jaris-
lov Weis, editorial editor for Lidovy Noviny, likens the
Slovak demand to a *‘couple who before they get mar-
ried set out all the conditions for divorce.”

ROBERT S. BOYNTON is a writer living in New York.

..............................................................................................

The Army’s racial success story.

[T

nam War race relations were terrible. By the early

1970s race riots were rampant, an outcome of both per- -

ceived and real discrimination against blacks in the mil-
itary along with spillover from the racial and political
turmoil in society at large. Racial conflict did not disap-
pear with the all-volunteer Army, instituted in 1973.
Fights between black and white soldiers were endemic
in the 1970s, an era that is now called ‘‘the time of
troubles.” Army recruiters were drawing from the
poorest and toughest elements of America. Drugs and
hooliganism infected the barracks.

But starting in the early 1980s, recruitment policies
changed and tensions between the races eased. The key
factor in improved recruiting was the Army’s introduc-
ton of GI Bill-type benefits, which help pay for
college expenses after leaving the service. Today, as
over the past decade, almost all recruits are high school
graduates coming from the lower-middle and working
classes. But the different economic background of sol-
diers explains only part of the overall improvement.
After all, racial tensions have sharpened in society at
large during the same period at all income levels. So
what is it that works in the military? Six factors can be
identified, each having some lessons for race relations
in civilian society.

1. The Level Playing Field. In many ways the Army is
what sociologist Marion J. Levy Jr. aptly calls “‘a radical
meritocracy.”’ Basic training is the leveling experience

16 THE NEW REPUBLIC AUGUST 5, 1991



JOHN §. ABBOTT

TIME IS NOT

| about how ‘laz”

“how similarly they

| spend their days

ON AMERICA’S SIDE

BY ALAN S. BUNDER'

kS

’._. -. \‘ ’.... .:

Want to feel better

Americans stack up
against the
‘superefficient’
Japanese? Look at

allocate their time.
But if you want to
get depressed, look
at how U.S. and
Japanese children

ALAN S. BUNDER IS THE GORDON S.
RENTSCHLER MEMORIAL PROFESSOR
OF ECONOMICS AT PRINCETON
AND THE AUTHOR OF HARD HEADS,
SOFT HEARTS

ost of us turn time into money reg-
M ularly. While the rate of exchange—
our wage rate—may not be all we

would like, making this swap. is no great feat.
Turning money into time is much. harder.
There are, of course, ways to perform the
20th century version of alchemy—you can hire
a gardener and a housekeeper, for example.
But, in general, we have only limited oppor-
tunities to buy time with money. :
In that sense, the ultimate scarce resource
for many people is not money but time. How
people spend their time may reveal more
about a society than how they spend their
money. Unfortunately, while mountains of

 statisties and volumes of research testify to

how people use their money, we have only
fragmentary evidence on how they use their
time. That's why a research paper by 'F.
Thomas Juster and Frank P. Statford, just
published in The Journal of Economic Litera-
ture and excerpted in the Conference Board's
Economic Times, is so fascinating. .
The two University of Michigan economis
review survey data on timé usage accumulat-
ed over two decades and cover a variety :of
countries. The data come from time diaries,
which, while far from perfect, provide the

| most accurate measurements we have. In this

short space, I will focus on recent compar-

"isons between Americans and the allegedly

superefficient and highly motivated Japanese.
In general, the statistics do not suggest that
Americans are fat and lazy. But they do raise
some disquieting concerns about the future,

At the broadest level, Americans (in 1981)
and Japanese (in 1985) spent their time in

| strikingly similar ways. Qut of each 168-hour

week, Americans on average devoted 56 hours

to work, 70 hours to sleeping, eating, and
oother personal care, and 42 hours to leisure ac-

tivities. Japanese allocated 56 hours to work,
72 to sleeping and other necessary activities,
and 40 hours to everything else. At this level,
life in Osaka looks much like life in Chicago.
TV GAPR. But differences, some expected and
some surprising, emerge when we peer below
the surface. Take the breakdown of total work
into work in the home and ‘work for pay. The
typical Japanese man devotes considerably
more hours to his job than the typical Ameri-
can man (52 vs. 44, including commuting time).
But he puts in vastly fewer hours at home (3.5
vs. 13.8). In total, American men worked about
2.3 hours a week more than Japanese men.
Did you know that? I didn’t. By the way,
women in both countries put in almost exact-
ly the same workweek: about 31 hours at
home and 24 in the workplace. ‘
The two peoples spent their leisure time

Japanese spent much less time socializing (only .

differently. A typical American's 41.8 hours
of leisure per week broke down as follows:
16.3 hours socializing with friends or family,
12.1 hours watching TV, and the remaining
13.4 hours on all other leisure activities. The

7.5 hours), much more time watching Tv (19.4 |
hours), and the same 13.4 hours on every-
thing else. The puny amount of. socializing
may reflect the Japanese custom of concen-
trating such activities in the workplace. But I
think Americans can take solace in the data on |
couch potatoes. If Japanese television is as
mind-numbing as American TV, we may yet
win the competitive race. Stay tuned.- :

* The numbers get worrisome when you look
at the way schoolchildren allocated their time.
During elementary school, Japanese kids spent
52% more hours in the classroom than Amer- |
ican children. In junior high school and high
school, the gap widened: to dbout 60%. But
the homework comparison was. even more lop-
sided. In primary school, Japanese youngsters
spent 8.3 hours a week studying, while Amer-
ican kids spent just 18 hours. In junior high
school, the gap grew astonishingly, to 16.2
hours vs. 3.2 hours. And in high school, it
was 19 hours vs. 3.8. In addition, Japanese
kids spent two to three times as many hours
reading as American kids did. -
THE ROTR THING. If we count homework time
and classroom time as equal and ignore outside
reading, 12 years of Japanese education are
equivalent . (in terms of time spent) to 22.3 |
years of American education. Yes, I know we
emphasize creativity and thinking while they
emphasize rote learning, but 10.3 years does
seem a_ big handicap—provided you wish to
train a modern industrial work force rather
than a legion of philosopher-poets.

The news: is not all bad. Japanese ‘children
actually watch a bit more TV than American
children, while our kids devote much more
time to playing games and sports. Qurs also
sleep more. I score each of these comparisons
in America's favor. .

As ye sow, so shall ye reap. A recent sur-
vey of 16- to 65-year-olds in Oregon, a state
that is certainly not at the bottom of the na-
tional literacy scale, found that only 12% of
Oregonians could estimate the cost per ounce
of peanut butter at $1.59 a pound. Only 18%
could use a bus schedule to determine the
right bus to take from origin to destination at
a prescribed time. But 97% could locate in-
formation in a sports article.

Think about this when next you sit by your
TV watching great Amierican athletes sand-
wiched between clever, American-made com-
mercials selling high-quality Japanese cars.
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