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Joint Resolution

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That April 24, 1990,
is designated as a “"National Day of Remembrance” of the Seventy-
Fifth Anniversary of the Armenian massacres of 1915-23
in the Ottoman Empire and the President is authorized and requested
lo issue. a proclamation calling upon the people of the United States
to observe this date as a day of remembrance for the 1.5 million

people of Armenian ancestry who during the period from 1915 to

1923 were victims of the policies perpetrated (efforts made by?) by
Ottoman. authorjtics to destroy the Armenian race, prior to the
establishment of the Republic of Turkey and the Adoption in 1948 of
the Convention on Genocide by the United Nations General Assembly,
and in their memory this date is commemorated by all Armenians
and their friends throughout the world.
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

'Resolved bf the Senate and llouse of Representatives o!.chiff”

" ‘United States of America in Congress assembled, That April. 24,

77" Seventy=-Fifth Anniversary o‘o Tragic Loss of Life that: <%l
o ..

*#'-7he President is authorized and requested tg issue-a - .. . . .
.. proclamation calling upon the prople of thd United States to . .-
“ “obgetve this date as a day of remembrance for those who . Co

1990, is designated as "National Day of Remembrance of the-

Occurred to Armenians and during.and after world War I." -

V-
HoS

- suffered during this tragic period.

The Armenian people have a history over three thousand

'.ﬁ'years old, distinguished by their contributions to all fields....

‘.. adopted Christianity.. The Armenians have also endured .

. greatest tragedy occurrcd when hundreds of thousands of

of human endeavor. They were among the first peoples to have '

immeasurable adversity along with their triumphs. Their -

Armenians lost their lives during the period 1915—23,fthéF o

- anniversary of which the Armenian pcople will commemorate on ,_ -
"t April 24, '1990. *(We are deeply aware of the terrible o

.. suffering of the Armenian people during that period ‘"@.th.:;ii;

their strong conviction that those events should be.

-characterized as.a genocide. We are also aware that.lazgé

.- numbers of Moslems of the region also lost their lives during =

" . this period, -and. that historians continuc to dispute whether - :

the term genocide accurately characterizes these events.)* Th@%_

Tﬁ}UnLtéd States.responded. to.the anqguish of the Armenian people :.
.'during that period by leading international diplomatic and - ST

_missionary efforts to.terminate this tragedy and to aid the = <™

victims who survived.

In comﬁemorétihq_thefﬁtmehian and other victims of fﬁil" ST

qfﬁttagic period, the Senate and Housc of Representatives. also - ;-
" wish to emphasize that the United States is pledged as ftiend
 ‘and ally to defend the territorial inteqrity of the Republic of

"--viotence.pérpetrated against Turkey.

s e, b

Turkey and that the United States condemns any terrorist

ALTERNATIVE RESOLUTION S R
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State of Qalifornia

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
SACRAMENTO 95814

November 3, 1989

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN
GOVERNOR

The Honorable George Bush
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

December will be the first anniversary of the Armenian
earthquake. Twenty-five thousand Armenians lost their lives
and thousands were seriously injured. Hundreds of thousands
are still homeless.

The Armenian people throughout the world will observe
another anniversary on April 24, 1990. It 1is the 75th
anniversary of the genocide carried out against the Armenian
people by the Ottoman Empire in which 1.5 million Armenians
were massacred.

During your campaign for the Presidency, you took note
of the tragic events which befell the Armenians between
1915 - 1918 and you said the following:

"The United States must acknowledge the attempted
genocide of the Armenian people in the last years of
the Ottoman Empire, based on the testimony of
survivors, scholars, and indeed our own representatives
at that time, if we are to insure that such horrors
are not to be repeated. The American people, our
government, and certainly the Bush Administration
will never allow political pressures to prevent our
denunciation of crimes against humanity, and I would
join Congress in commemorating the victims of that
period."

The Armenian community was very pleased by your
statement and pledge.

Unfortunately, the State Department and the National
Security Council are not keeping faith with your clearly
stated position in support of the recognition of the
Armenian genocide.

I respectfully but urgently request you to commit your
administration to recognizing the genocide of the Armenian
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The Honorable George Bush
November 3, 1989
Page Two

people and call upon all peoples to work to prevent future
acts of inhumanity against mankind. -

Committing your administration to reaffirming the
historical facts would reflect your stated views and the
proud record of the United States in providing assistance to
the victims and survivors of that dark period in history.

Your announcement of your upcoming meeting with Mr.
Gorbachev has been well received and I commend you for your
initiative in arranging such a meeting. During your
discussions, I hope that you will address the current
problems of the Armenians in the Soviet Union and in the
neighboring state of Azerbaijan.

In addition to the suffering caused by the earthquake,
political unrest in that part of the USSR has recently
resulted in blockades, serious shortages of food, medical
supplies, equipment, violence and deaths. The Armenian
people desperately need to be protected against such hostile
activity.

All of these events are of great importance to the

Armenian people and to me personally. We will greatly
appreciate your understanding and .assistance in these

matters.
Sincerely,
/ézjauo—u;yg__._—-

George Deukmejian

Warmest regards.
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NOTE TO GOVERNOR SUNUNU AND ANDY CARD

SUBJECT: Armenian Génocide: Overall Proposal

I suggest that an agreement be accorded between the
President, Governor Deukmajian, Senator Dole, and myself,
consisting of five parts:

1. Letters of agreement shall be exchanged between the President ,
and the other parties [attachment #11; A

2. The President shall issue a letter to the Hill against
S$.J.Res. 212 and of neutrality concerning a Concurrent
Resolution [attachment #2];

3. S.J.Res. 212 shall be dropped; ,

4. Senator Dole in the Senate and somebody in the House shall

- introduce a Concurrent Resolution like S.J.Res. 212; and

5. The President shall issye a Proclamation cdhcerning the first
anniversary of the Armenian earthquake, including language on
the Armenian Genocide [attachment #3].

The Turkish Government will be handed a victory on point 3.
While they will not agree to or even like all the others, the
letters should give them confidence that the matter is finally
put to rest. '

Please observe that there is no mention of the. Ottoman
Empire or of the Republic of Turkey in the Proclamation. _

The language of the letters is conceptual.

Attachments ' - / )
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ATTACHMENT #1

(Second Letter)
Dear Mr. President:

I am in receipt of your letter outlining the excellent
course of action you propose in respect of the Armenian
Genocide. The Armenian-Americﬁn community should warmly receive
th? Proclamaﬁion that you promise to make on the occasion of thé,

first anniversary of the earthquake of December 7 last year.

-Mr. President, in the campaign you made a pledge to the
Arménian—American community, concerning a recognition of the
Armenian Gen9c1de. I hail yéur resolve to carry out your pledge;
and for so long as the Executive Branch shall not utter or
ekecute'anything contrary to your Proclamation, I shall certainly
consider the.matter of the United States's recognition of the
Armenian Genhocide suécessfully and finaliy resolved in a way in

which you and your Administration can take deservad pride.

Sincerely yburs,

Charles Pashayan, Jr.
Member of Congress

JAM NUAPHSHd* - #0°'d 61:21 69'10'If . Iygg€ S22 202 WO¥d Q3LL1IWSNUAL



ATTACHMENT #1
(First Letter)

Dear [GovernorADeukmajian, Senator Dole, Congressman Pashayan]:

On the occasion of the first anniversary of tha Armenian
earthquake, December 7, I shall issue a Proclamation relating to

the earthquake. Plgase see a copy attached.

As you know, the Republic of Turkey, a v@lued aliy of the
United States and of NATO, has objeéted to the passage of
S.J.Res. 212, Because of the importance of Turkey, I have urged
the Senate to drop S,J.Res. 212. 1If the House and Senate,
however, wish to pass a like Concurrent Resolution, my
Administration shall neither Support nor oppose it asince of

course it will not require my signature.

In the campaign, I made an explicit pledge to the Armenian-
American community concerning this matter. I hope you agree that
the course of events outlined herein shall be a practicable

golution. My Administration shall not utter or exacute anything

contrary to my Proclamation.

Sincérely yours,

The President
Attachment

JdM NUADUHSYd* £0°d &6T:2T1 68°T10°TT IP£Ee 622 202 WO¥d Q3LLIWSNUYL



ATTACHMENT #2

Letters to the Congress

"As you know, S.J.Res. 212, introduced by Senator Dole on
'September 29, 1989, concerns events that occurred within the
Ottoman Turkish Empire prior to the establishment of the Republic
of Turkey. My Administration finds it underétandable that the
Republic of Turkey objeéts to S.J.Res. 212, and because it
requires my signature and because of Turkey's importance to NATO,
my Administration is joining the protest of Turkey in this regard
to S.J.Res. 212. Likewise, my Adminigstration shall oppose any

Joint Resolution or Bill containing similar language.
On December 7, 1 shall isaue a Proclamation recognizing the
first anniversary of the Armenian earthquake, which shall contain

language that I have been assured by leaders of the Armenian-

| American commdnity will be satisfactory to them.

In respect to a Concurrent Resolution on the subject,
however, my Adminiastration shall take no position, since of

course it would not require my signature.

Sincarely yours,

The President

" 3dM NUAUHSHd* S0°'d 6T:21 68°10°'17 Ivee 622 202 WOYd4 d3LLIWSNUAL



Page 2

The Armenian nation is over three thousand years old and is
distinqulshed by its contributions to alil flelds of human |
endeavor. The first to have adopted Christianity as a national
religion, the Armenian people have also endured immeasurable
.adversitﬁ along with their triumphs. Their greatest tragedy
occurred throughout the era of World War I, when the Armenian
people became the first victims of a genocide in this cantury,
the seventy-fifth anniversary of which the Armenian people will
commemorate on April 24, 1990. The United States responded by
leading international dlplomatlc and missionary efforts to
terminate this crime against humanity and to aid the victims who

survived.

NOW THEREFORE, I, George Bush,  President of the United
States of America, ‘hereby express our support for the Armenian
people's continuing efforts to rebuild from the tragedy of the
earthquake of December 7, 1988, and 1 direct all the Executiva
agencies to apply their programs, whénever available, to aid in

the rehabilitation of Armenia.

JdM NUADHSHd* 20'd 6T:41 68°10°TT - I9€€ 622 202 WO¥d Q3LLIWSNUAL



ATTACHMENT #3

President Ceorge Bush
. Proclamation
Continuing Relief and Support for the Armenian People
on the Anniversary of the Earthquake of
Decembar 7, 1l9asg ’

A year ago today, Decembey 7, 1988, a massive earthquake
devastated Armenia. Official estimates of the death toll are
25,000. The earthquake left 500, 000 People homeless, and the
personal suffering was incalculable. Among the most tragic
victims were those who had already been made homeless by having
been expelled from Azerbaijan only days earlier. Indeed, the
Armenian people's quest for democracy and self-determination in

Nagorne-Karabakh has led to a further need for international

attention.

Immédiately afterithe_earthquake, my son and grandeon‘
visited Armenia as an example of the goodwill and support we have
for the Armenian people. Over fime, many other Americans joined
the noble effort. The United States fully encourages and
supports the ongoing relief and rehabilitation efforts by

Americans for Armenia. 

Throughout this CQntury, the United States has enjoyed a
special relationship with the Armenian people, who fleq to
Amerjca by the thouéaﬁds. They'and their deacendents continue to
make enormous contributions to the betterment of the United

States.
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- THE WHITE HOUSE
. WASHINGTON
10.30.8
Date: 0.30.89

THE CHIEF OF STAFF

FROM: JAMESW.CICCONI
Assistant to the President and
Deputy to the Chief of Staff

[0 Let’s Discuss
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to restate my views on the proposed.
- Joint Commemorative Resolution you have

- introduced designating April 24, 1990, as day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

I am deeply aware of the terrible suffering of
the Armenian people and of the need to
commemorate the victims of that tragic period.
Hundreds of thousands of Armenians lost their
lives under brutal circumstances. Families and
entire villages were destroyed. I fully share
the conviction that we must never allow the
tragedy suffered by the Armenians to be
forgotten or repeated.

I am mindful, however, of the differing views of
how the terrible events of 1915-23 should be
characterized and of the fact that many others
besides Armenians -- Turks, Kurds, and others --
lost their lives during the period. I am also
sensitive to the close relationship the United
States has with our friend and ally, Turkey.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. The draft
you proposed, however, was phrased in a way that
compelled me vigorously to oppose it.
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That remains my view. I cannot accept the
particular language contained in the resolution
but am prepared to work toward an acceptable
revision of the language that would respond to

the concerns of the Armenian community without
damaging our national security.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510



chafﬁetefized:as a genocide;
chaeaeeer: genoeias

The Armenian nation is over three thousand years old and is
distihguished by its contributions to all fields of Buﬁan
endeavor. The first to have-adopted Christianity as a natiooal
religion, the Armenian people have also endured immeasurable
adversity along with the1r trlumph q%? eir greatest tragedy

T R R R
occurred when—huﬂdéeés~o£—thousa?ds of,Armenlans lost their lives
durlng the period 1915-23, “the annlvérsary of. which the Armenian
people will commemorate:on April 24, 1990. ~I am deeply aware of
the terrible suffering-of the Armenian'people ddrihg that period
and of thelr strong conv1ctld€%that those events sheutd-be

The Unlted States responded to the

anguish of the Armenian peopl durlng that perlod by leading

international diplomatic a m1551onary efforts to terminate this

tragedy and to aid the gittlms who surv1ved
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I Armenians Who Supported Bush
'Should Hold His Feet to The Fire
- — By HARUT SASSOUNIAN™
It is becoming increasingly clear that:in addition to the State- and
Defense Departments, the' White House is actively seeking the defeat
of thé Armenian Géﬁbc;dééResolutiqn“iﬂ Congress.” -'° “- .
 Various Senators have reported both privately-and duringthe Senate
deliberations that the President’s men, particularly Brent Scowcroft, the
National Security Advisefare doing everything they canto kill the bill.
v ) .- ‘How can we reconcile these efforts Jwith the
“President’s own campaign promise last October
of acknowledging the Armenian Genocide? Fiz
pledged that *“The Amefican people, our govern- |-
ment, and certainly the Bush Adniinistration will
never allow political pressures to prevent our
denunciation of crimes against humanity, and-1
would join Congi?ess in commeniorating the vigi— |
tims of that period.”’ ‘ '

The Bush Administration is doing now the ex-

< " act opposite of what the President said he would
do last year. Bush himself has remained silent, but has allowed high-
ranking members of the White House and other officials to lobby
vigorously against the bill.

To make matters worse, the leaders of Turkey are pressuring Pres.
Bush to make an outright statement against the Resolution. We cannot
let the Turks push him even further away from us. It is important that
we start doing some plishing of our own.

A month before last November’s elections, we published a news item
announcing the formation of “ Armenian-Americans for Bush Quayle
'88 Committee,”’ composed of 50 more or less well-known individuals,
charged with mobilizing Armenian support for Bush.

Barry Zorthian, the National Chair of the Committee, was quoted as
saying that *‘the enthusiastic support voiced by the members of the com-
smittee reflected the basic judgement-that the election of George Bush
as President of the United States is not only the best choice for the coun-
try as a whole, but also for the long-term interests of the Armenian-
American community.”’ :

These 50 individuals now have a duty and an obligation to deliver the
goods'they promised to all of us last October. They reassured us that
electing Bush was in the best interest of our community. They asked
us to donate to Bush’s campaign and vote for him.

Now that he is President, partially with the help of Armenian money

and votes, the least these committee members could do is let him know

et thas b not Sossgtie s HigMSRS RGN QU vt to him ook |

personal embarrassment fo i i
o ‘ I apparently having misled the Armenian
-We leave the choice of w h i
Ve le ords to them. The imp ‘thing i
. : ds t . portant thing i
cor::tl; _s11-ent. Help ensure that the Turkish pressure is *balancgedsbnoct)li0
Deﬁkmejp; ac;ssurg.gVe urge these 50 individuals to act now! Gov Ggorg:,
and Cong. Charles ‘“Chip”’ Pésha . '
: Chal yan were th
Chalurmen of the Committee, with Zorthian as the Nati ale Ho'norary
other 47 members were: ol Chelr. The
California- Eli .
Kenilelfﬁmléz; Elllljza'beth Agbabian, Jack Bouchakian Vahan Garboushian, |
achigian, Richard Peter ’ igi ,
Samuclion, and toues b e eters, Charles Poochigian, Karl M.
C» 0 . - i . 5
| Florl(i)g:.e;ncutl.;}rzlice Guroian; District of Columbia: Margaret Zdrﬁim \
: Ann Hintlian; Illinois: i | ;
Ning T . s: Mark Markarian, Pearl Markarian, and
Maryland: James Keshishi ike Sha ;
: an, Sike Sharigan: Ma ] : i
Paﬁ).y:fzs, Robert Semonian, and James e";I‘as,hjiz::'s et tarome
- Mig] : i ’
e :f::i I:I:x;t(f::tru Hamp::m, Edward Mardigian, Helen Mardigian
nian; New Hampshire: Elsi rtanis ,
N < 1 ; : Elsie Vartanian;
Rob::: I.-I;rl:ey.' ArthurlHalvajlan, Garabed Haytaian, Joan Haytaian
. Raber Sm:gu;g;nﬁ; I-i;):}?:g'an, Hirair Hovnanian, Kevork Hov: :
lian, S 1, Hovnanian lconi ice|
Phlglbosmn, and George Philibosian: » leon Melconia, Alice
ew York: Michael Haratuni Giki .

‘ an, Nikit Ordjani :
an;l‘Peter Peterson; Ohio: Matthew HatchadJoriaT’ cregony Peterso,
Sah:kn;laszlvama: John Bogosian, Edward H, K’uljian and H

; Rhode Island: Scott Avedisian; Virginia; M r(; E e'my )
and Harry Sachaklian. on Brkeletan




JOINT RESOLUTION

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repfesentatives in

y Congress assembled, That April 24, 1990, is desigﬁated as

"Armenian Martyr's Day," commemorating the seventy-fifth
y anniversary of the systematic destruction and deportation of the
r Armenian people in the period from 1915 to 1923. Congress calls
on the ?eople of the United States to join the millions of
Armenian and other people around the world who commemorate April
24 as the anniversary of the Armenian Genocide,'a day of
rememberance for the one-and-one-half million Armenian people who
were thg victims of that pefiod, prior to the estabiishment of

the Republic of Turkey.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 22, 1990

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to reiterate my views on Senate
Joint Resolution 212 that yap have introduced

- designating April 24, 1990, as the day of

remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

The language énd form of the resolution compel
me to oppose Senaté Joint Resolution 212 or any
such joint resolution.

The Administration could support a balanced,
commemorative concurrent resolution. I have
reviewed a draft of a concurrent resolution that
properly reflects views I expressed in 1988 as
Vice President. I commend that to you as a
concurrent resolution, in lieu of the present
joint resolution. -

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration
of this issue.

2Bl

The Honorable Robert Dole

Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Enclosure - Concurrent Resolution Language
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives in

Congress assembled, That April 24, 1990, is designated as
"Armenian Martyrs' Day," commemorating the seyenty-fifth
anniversary of the systematic destruction of ého Armenian people
the United States to join the millions of A#renian and other
people ground fheiworld who commemorate every April 24th as the
ann1Versﬁry of the Armenian Genocide, a day of rememberance of
the one-and-one-half million Agmenian people who ware the vicgtims
of the Government of the Ottomah Empire of that period, prior to
the establishment of the Republic of Turkey.
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.QUESTIONS FOR VICE PREBSIDRNT GBORGE BUSH

1, Do you favor the congressional resolution that would designate u
Natienal Day of Remembrance of the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923%
Would you mign such a resolurion if it was passed by the Congress and
even in the face of strong opposition and threats from the Republic of

- Turkey?

2. According to Amnesty International, Helsinki Wetch, and other human
‘rights/minority rights organizations, the Republic of Turkey still has &
long way to go in improving its treatment of Armenians, Kurds, and other
ethnic minorities. How would you approach urging Turkey to improve its
human righte/minority rights record? Whar role should the quesctions of
human rights/minority rights play in the formulation of U.S. foreign

policy? '

3, The United States has long been a stsunch supporter of the Helsinki

Accords and other human rights sgreements. In the context of these

accords, what would be your position on the request of the Amenians
\_/iving in Nagerno-Karabakh, an Butonomous region in the Soviet Republic

5f Azerbaijan, who 8re seeking an end to cultural, social and economi¢
diserimination, 8s well as the opportunity to reunite with their kinsmen
in the adjecent Armenian Republic?

"4, Construction of a national Holocaust Memorial Museum in the nation's
capitel is now underwsy. %he main focus of the mugseum will be to remind
menkind of the horrors of the Holocaust ‘and to ensure that we learn from
that tregedy, The members of the Holocaust Memorial Council have also
resolved that the story of the Armenian Genocide will be included in the
museunm, Do you support the decision of the llolocaust Council to include
the Armenisn Genocide? -

5. Hould you gupport Senste ratificstion of an international torture
convention?

6. Armeriiana from the Middle Fast and Soviet Union are seeking the
opportunity to resettle in the United Stares. How would your policy
differ from the current administration on this question?
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George Bush for President

Answers to questions of the Armenian Assembly of America

i, Phe United States must acknowledge the attempted genocide
of the Armenian peoplé in the last’ years of the Ottoman Empire
based on the testimony of surviveors, scholars, and indeed

our own representatives at \the time, if we are to insure

that such horrors are not repeated. The american people,

our Government, and certainly the Bush Administration will never
allow political pressures to prevent our denunciation of crimes
againsf humanity, and I would join Congress in commemorating
the victims of that period. 1 recognize that the events of
1915 were not the responsibility of the present Republic of
Turkey, and I am aware that the Republic of Turkey opposes

the characterization of that period as genocide. As President,
I will urge the leaders of Turkey to enter into a dialogue

with representatives of the worldwide Armenian community

in order to resolve their differences, just as I will support
the continuvation of military and economic assistance to Turkey

within the framework of NATO,

2, The issdes of human and minority rights are fundamental
to our view of the world. We arxe true to our beliefs, and
the national.integest of the United States is beést served,
when we defend and promote freedom and the rights of man
throughout the world. Bilateral and multilateral agreements
must be observed by all nations, and I will use the power

of the: Presidency to address violations whenever and wherever

they occur.

733 15TH STKRERT, N.W., SUITE 800, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008
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e The Armenian citizens of the USSR have captured the
attention of the entire world. hey are in the forefront of
a peaceful and constitutional people‘'s movement to define

Mr Gorbachev's claimed readiness to give some recognition

to national and individual rights of the peoples of the USSR.
I welcome the improved relations with the USSR, secured by
the peace through strength policies of thr Reagan/Bush
Administration, but I have made it clear that real progress
continues to rest on such issues as concrete evidence of

real Soviet recognition of the legitimate aspirations of Lhe

Armenian people.
4. Yes.

5 Yes.

6, The United States must maintain its commitment Lo be as
generous as resources pormit to those seeking freedom and
opportunity in America, we must also support those states
that accept "first asylum" refugees in recongnition of the
crucial role they play in saving lives.

The right to emigrate should be absolute, The right to
enter the United States is governed by laws 1 fully support,
and I endorsc the current application of these laws by the
Administration. At the same time, I would also favor
special provisions for applications and admissions of
immigrants from the USSR where the normal flow of emigration
has been severely restricted in violation of even basic

humane considerations.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 22, 1990
MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN SUNUNU'/
BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM: FRED MCCLURE

SUBJECT: Cloture Vote On Armenian Resolution

As you know, the vote today on the motion to proceed to the joint
resolution supported by Senator Dole was 49 to 49. We thought
you would like to see a copy of the vote count.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
B WASHINGTON

Februéry 22, 1990

Dear Senator Doie:

I am writing to reiterate my views on Senate
Joint Resolution 212 that yayu have introduced
designating April 24, 1990, as the day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

The language and formr of the resolution compel
me to oppose Senaté Joint Resolution 212 or any
such joint resolution.

The Administration could support a balanced,
commemorative concurrent resolution. I have
reviewed a draft of a concurrent resolution that
properly reflects views I expressed in 1988 as
Vice President. I commend that to you as a
concurrent resolution,~in'lieu_of the present
joint resolution. o

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration
of this issue.

Sincerely,

2 BBl

The Honorable Robert Dole .

Republican Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Enclosure - Concurrent Resdlution Langdage
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolvod by the Senate and House of Representatives in

Congress assemblod, That April 24, 1990, is deaignatod as
"Armenian Martyrs Day," commemorating the sovonty—fifth

annivereary of the eystematic deetruction of the Armenian people

“in the" Deriou from 1915 to 1%23. _~00ngress calls -on—-the people of
the United States to join the millions of Atﬁonian and other
people mround fhé.wo:id who commemorate every April 24th as the
anniversary of the Armenian Genocidi: a day of rememberance of
the one-and-one-half million Armenian people who ware tho victims
of the Government of the Ottoman Empire of that period, prior to
the‘qstnblishmont of the Republic of Turkey.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 1338

February 20, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM: VIRGINIA A. LAMPLEYM

SUBJECT: Draft Letter to Senator Dole on SJ Res 212

Attached is a draft letter to Senator Dole restating the
Administration’s position on his original resolution, SJ Res 212.
Our understanding is that it is Senator Dole’s intent to use the
attached letter to obtain cloture vote on the motion to proceed
with the resolution, and then offer the alternative concurrent
resolution. We understand from Dole’s office that he would like
to have the letter address our specific concerns with SJ Res 212
so that he may he can address those concerns once motion to
proceed is passed.

Senator Dole has specifically requested that either you or
Governor Sununu speak with him prior to this letter being
finalized and sent. The attached letter is basically a
restatement of the original letter sent to Senator Dole.
Specifics have not been included in that our original objections
were the word "genocide", the date 1915-23, and 1.5 million
Armenians and inadequate mention of additional ethnic groups
killed during that period. Very few of these specific concerns
are met in the new concurrent resolution; and it is, therefore,
difficult to draft a document which Dole can use on the floor
that will not undermine the quiet understanding that the Governor
has with the Armenian Assembly or the justifications that we have
given to the Turkish government.

1

Concurrences: Robert ckwill, Roberé&%utchings

Attachment
Tab I Letter to Senator Dole



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to reiterate the President’s views on Senate Joint
Resolution 212 that you have introduced designating April 24,
1990, as day of remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

We are deeply aware of the terrible suffering of the Armenian
people. We fully share the conviction that we must never allow
the tragedy suffered by the Armenians to be forgotten or
repeated.

We are mindful, however, of the differing characterizations of
the terrible events of 1915-23, and of the fact that many others
besides Armenians lost their lives during that period. We are
also sensitive to the close relationship the United States has
with our friend and ally, Turkey.

As the President wrote when you introduced the resolution, the
Administration could support a balanced and appropriate
commemorative resolution. The draft you have introduced,
however, is phrased in a way that has compelled the
Administration vigorously to oppose it.

It is our understanding that a concurrent resolution exists as a
possible alternative. I would commend that to your attention in
that it is not inconsistent with views the President expressed as
Vice President in 1988.

Sincerely,

John H. Sununu
Chief of Staff

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 21, 1990 ’

Dear Senator Dole:

I am-writing to reiterate my views on Senate
Joint Resolution 212 that you have introduced
designating April 24, 1990, as the day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. However,
as.noted in my letter to you on November 2,
1989, the language in your resolution, which is
now before the Senate, is phrased in a way that
has compelled me to oppose it.

I have reviewed a draft of a concurrent
resolution that broadly reflects views I
expressed in 1988 as Vice President. I commend
that language to you, in lieu of the present
resolution, as appropriate.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration

of this. issue.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Enclosures . :
(1) Concurrent Resolution Language
(2) My letter of November 2, 1989 .
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolved, by tﬂe Senate and House of Representatives in
Congress assembled, That April 24, 1990, is designated as :
"Armenian Maftyra' Day," commemorating the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the systematic destruction of the Armenian people
in the period from 1915 to 1923, COngresgucalls_oh the people of
the United States to join the millions of Armenian and other
people around fhe world who commemorate every April 24th as the
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, a day of rememberance of
the one-and-one-half million Amenian people who were the victims

of the Government 6f the Ottoman Empire of that'period, prior to

the establishment of the Republic of Turkey.



THE WHITE HOUSE
.WASHINGTON

November 2, 1989

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to réstate my views on the proposed -

Joint Commemorative Resolution you have
introduced designating April 24, 1990, as day of
remembrance of the Armenxan tragedy of 1915-23.

I am deeply aware of the terrible suffering of
the Armenian people and of the need to
commemorate the victims of that tragic period.
Hundreds of thousands of Armenians lost their
lives under brutal circumstances. Families and
entire villages were destroyed. I fully share
the conviction that we must never allow the
tragedy suffered by the Armenians to be
forgotten or repeated.

I am mindful, however, of the differing views of
how the terrible events of 1915-23 should be
characterized and of the fact that many others

besides Armenians -- Turks, Kurds, and others --

lost their lives during the period. I am also
sensitive to the close relationship the United
States has with our friend and ally, Turkey.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. The draft
you proposed, however, was phrased in a way that
compelled me vigorously to oppose it.




2

That remains my view. ‘I cannot accept the
particular language contained in the resolution
but am prepared to work toward an acceptable

. revision of the language that would respond to
" the concerns of the Armenian community without

damaging our national security.

Sincerely,

0

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

PrT———



February 22, 1990

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to reiterate my views on Senate
Joint Resolution 212 that you have introduced
designating April 24, 1990, as the day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

The differing characterizations of this tragedy
and foreign policy implications of this issue _
compel me to oppose Senate Joint Resolutlon 212 o
Jyaa any 301nt resolution. thag-weudd=reguire—my e

The Administration could -support a balanced,

commemorative concurrent resolution. I have

reviewed a draft of a concurrent resolution that p—pty

breaey reflects views I expressed in 1988 as o
Vice President. I commend that/ffriﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁ—tié"“””“"zth~4

of the present joint resolution,..a$zappeopriates

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration
of this issue.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Dole

‘Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Enclosure - Concurrent Resolution Language

\
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February 21, 1990

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to reiterate my views on Senate
Joint Resolution 212 that you have introduced
designating April 24, 1990, as the day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. However,
as noted in my letter to you on November 2,
1989, the language in your resolution, which is
now before the Senate, is phrased in a way that
has compelled me to oppose it.

I have reviewed a draft of a concurrent
resolution that broadly reflects views I
expressed in 1988 as Vice President. I commend
that language to you, in lieu of the present
resolution, as appropriate.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration

of this issue.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Enclosures
(1) Concurrent Resolution Language
(2) My letter of November 2, 1989
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 21, 1990 ‘

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to reiterate my views on Senate
Joint Resolution 212 that you have introduced
designating April 24, 1990, as the day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. However,
as.noted in my letter to you on November 2,
1989, the language in your resolution, which is
now before the Senate, is phrased in a way that
has compelled me to oppose it. '

I have reviewed a draft of a concurrent
resolution that broadly reflects views I
expressed in 1988 as Vice President. I commend
that language to you, in lieu of the present
resolution, as appropriate.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration

of this issue.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader

. United States Senate

Washington, D. C. 20510

Enclosures
(1) Concurrent Resolution Language
(2) My letter of November 2, 1989
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolved, by tﬂe Senate and House of Representatives in
Congress assembled, That April. 24, 1990, is designated as -
"Armenian Martyrs' Day," commemorating the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the systematic destruction of éhe Armenian people
in the peried from 1915 to 1923. Congress calls‘oh the people of
the United States to join the millions of Armenian and other
people around ﬁhe world who commemorate every April 24th as the
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, & day of rememberance of
the one-and-one-half million Armenian people who were the victims

of the Government of the Ottoman Empire of that period, prior to
the establishment of the Republic of Turkey.



THE WHITE HOUSE
"WASHINGTON

November 2, 1989

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to restate my views on the proposed
Joint Commemorative Resolution you have
introduced designating April 24, 1990, as day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

I am deeply aware of the terrible suffering of
the Armenian people and of the need to
commemorate the victims of that tragic peried.
Hundreds of thousands of Armenians lost their
lives under brutal circumstances. Families and
entire villages were destroyed. I fully share
the conviction that we must never allow the
tragedy suffered by the Armenians to be
forgotten or repeated.

I am mindful, however, of the differing views of
how the terrible events of 1915-23 should be
characterized and of the fact that many others
besides Armenians =-- Turks, Kurds, and others --
lost their lives during the period. I am also
sensitive to the close relationship the United
States has with our friend and ally, Turkey.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. The draft
you proposed, however, was phrased in a way that
compelled me vigorously to oppose it.
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That remains my view. ‘I cannot accept thé
particular language contained in the resolution
but am prepared to work toward an acceptable

. revision of the language that would respond to
"the concerns of the Armenian community without

damaging our national security.

Sincerely,

& B

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 21, 1990

Dear Senator Dole:

—I am writing to reiterate my views on Senate

Joint Resolution 212 that you have introduced
designating April 24, 1990, as the day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. However,
as noted in my letter to you on November 2,
1989, the language in your resolution, which is
now before the Senate, is phrased in a way that
has compelled me to oppose it.

I have reviewed a draft of a concurrent
resolution that broadly reflects views I
expressed in 1988 as Vice President. I commend
that language to you, in lieu of the present
resolution, as appropriate.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration

of this issue.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Enclosures
(1) Concurrent Resolution Language
(2) My letter of November 2, 1989
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives in

Congress assembled, That April 24, 1990, is designated as
"Armenian Martyrs' Day," commemorating the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the systematic destruction of the Armenian people
in the period from 1915 to 1923. Congress calls on the people of
the United States to join the millions of Armenian and other
people around the world who commemorate every April 24th as the
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, a day of rememberance of
the one-and-one-half million Armenian people who were the victims
of the Government of the Ottoman Empire of that period, prior to

the establishment of the Republic of Turkey.



THE WHITE HOUSE
.WASHINGTON

November 2, 1989

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to restate my views on the proposed .

Joint Commemorative Resolution you have
introduced designating April 24, 1990, as day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

I am deeply aware of the terrible suffering of
the Armenian people and of the need to
commemorate the victims of that tragic perioed.
Hundreds of thousands of Armenians lost their
lives under brutal circumstances. Families and
entire villages were destroyed. I fully share
the conviction that we must never allow the
tragedy suffered by the Armenians to be
forgotten or repeated.

I am mindful, however, of the differing views of
how the terrible events of 1915-23 should be
characterized and of the fact that many others
besides Armenians -- Turks, Kurds, and others --
lost their lives during the period. I am also
sensitive to the close relationship the United
States has with our friend and ally, Turkey.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. The draft
you proposed, however, was phrased in a way that
compelled me vigorously to oppose it.




That remains my view. ‘I cannot accept the
particular language contained in the resolution
but am prepared to work toward an acceptable

- revision of the language that would respond to
"the concerns of the Armenian community without

damaging our national security.

Sincerely,

=l

' The Honorable Robert Dole
. Republican Leader

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

P T——



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 21, 1990 ’

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to reiterate-my views on Senate P
Joint Resolution 212 that you have introduced
designating April 24, 1990, as the day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23,

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. However,
as.noted in my letter to you on November 2,
1989, the language in your resolution, which is
now before the Senate, is phrased in a way that
has compelled me to oppose it.

I have reviewed a draft of a concurrent
resolution that broadly reflects views I
expressed in 1988 as Vice President. I commend
that language to you, in lieu of the present
resolution, as appropriate.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration
of this issue. :
The Honorable Robert Dole

Republican Leader §
United States Senate _ i
Washington, D. C. 20510 A f

Sincerely,

Enclosures : -
(1) Concurrent Resolution Language :
(2):My letter of November 2, 1989 i
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resgolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives in

Canreﬁs assembled, That April 24, 1990, is designated as
"Armenian Martyrs' Day," commemorating the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the systematic destruction of éhe Armenian people
in the period from 1915 to 1923. Congress calls on the people of
the United States to join the millions of Armenian and other
people-around fhe world who commemorate every April 24th as the
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, a day of rememberance of
the one-and-one-half million Agmenian people who were the victims
of the Government of the Ottoman Empire of that period, prior to
the establishment of the Republic of Turkey.



THE WHITE HOUSE
.WASHINGTON

November 2, 1989

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to restate my views on the proposed

Joint Commemorative Resolution you have
introduced designating April 24, 1990, as day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

I am deeply aware of the terrible suffering of
the Armenian people and of the need to
commemorate the victims of that tragic period.
Hundreds of thousands of Armenians lost their
lives under brutal circumstances. Families and
entire villages were destroyed. I fully share
the conviction that we must never allow the
tragedy suffered by the Armenians to be
forgotten or repeated.

I am mindful, however, of the differing views of
how the terrible events of 1915-23 should be
characterized and of the fact that many others
besides Armenians -- Turks, Kurds, and others --
lost their lives during the period. I am also
sensitive to the close relationship the United
States has with our friend and ally, Turkey.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
appropriate commemorative resolution. The draft
you proposed, however, was phrased in a way that
compelled me vigorously to oppose it.
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That remains my view. I cannot accept the
particular language contained in the resolution
but am prepared to work toward an acceptable

- revision of the language that would respond to
" the concerns of the Armenian communi;y_without

damaging our national security.

Sincerely,

2

" The Honorable Robert Dole

Republican Leader
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

>
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolved, by tﬁe Senate and House of Representatives in
Congress assembled, That April 24, 1990, is desiénated as '
"Armenian Martyrs' Day," commemorating the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the systematic deatruction of éhe-Armenian people
in the period from 1915 to 1923. Congress calls on the people of
the United States to join the millions of Armenian and other
people around ghe world who commemorate every April 24th as the
annivergary of the Armenian Genocide, a day of rememberance of
the one-and-one-half million Agmenian people who were the victims

of the Government of the Ottoman Empire of that period, prior to
the establishment of the Republic of Turkey.



THE WHITE HOUSE
.WASH!NGTON

November 2, 1989 .

Dear Senator Dole:

I am writing to restate my views on the proposed '

Joint Commemorative Resolution you have
introduced designating April 24, 1990, as day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

I am deeply aware of the terrible suffering of
the Armenian people and of the need to A
commemorate the victims of that tragic period.
Hundreds of thousands of Armenians lost their
lives under brutal circumstances. Families and
entire villages were destroyed. I fully share.
the conviction that we must never allow the
tragedy suffered by the Armenlans to be
forgotten or repeated.

I am mindful, howeVer, of the differing views of

how the terrible events of 1915-23 should be
characterized and of the fact that many others
besides Armenians -- Turks, Kurds, and others --
- lost their lives during the period. I am also
sensitive to the close relationship the United
States has with our friend and ally, Turkey.

As I wrote when you introduced the resolution,
the Administration could support a balanced and
approprlate commemorative resolution. The draft
you proposed, however, was phrased in a way that
compelled me vigorously to oppose it.
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That remains my view. 'I cannot accept the
particular language contained in the resolution
but am prepared to work toward an acceptable

. revision of the language that would respond to
" the concerns of the Armenian community without

damaging our national security.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

2y
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 22, 1990

Dear Senator Dole:
I am writing to reiterate my views on Senate
Joint Resolution 212 that you have introduced
designating April 24, 1990, as the day of
remembrance of the Armenian tragedy of 1915-23.

The language and form of the resolution compel
me to oppose Senate Joint Resolution 212 or any
such joint resolution.

The Administration could support a balanced,
commemorative goncurrent resolution. I have
reviewed a draft of a concurrent resolution that
properly reflects views I expressed in 1988 as
Vice President. I commend that to you as a
concurrent resolution, in lieu of the present
joint resolution. -

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration
of this issue. '

Sincerely,

2 7Bl

The Honorable Robert Dole
Republican Leader

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Enclosure - Concurrent Resolution Language
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolved, by tﬁé Senate and House of Representatives in
Congress assembled, That April 24, 1990, iq designated as g
"Armenian Martyrs' Day," commemorating the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the systematic destruction of the Armenian people

in the period from 1915 to 1923. Congress calls on the people of

‘the United States to join the millions of Armenian and other

peoplo around tho world who commemorate every April 24th as the
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, a day of rememberance of

the one-and-one-half million Armenian people who were the victims

of the Government 6: the Ottoman Empire of that period,'prior to
the establishment of the Repﬁbiic of Turkey.



Feb 5, 1990
Governor -
The Deukmejian letter on Armenia, as requested.

His original letter to the President was
apparently never received in the President's

system.

katie



GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN
GOVERNOR )

State of Qalifarnia

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE ) « \
SACRAMENTO 95814 ) (1 P

January 26, 1990

.Governor John H. Sununu

The White House
Executive Office of the Pres1dent
Washlngton, D.C. 20500

'Dear John:

You will recall that during a telephone
conversation that we had in early November of
last year, you invited me to write a letter to
the President on the Armenian genocide resolu-
tion, Senate Joint Resolution 212, and the
current Armenian-Azerbaijan dispute. A copy of
that letter is attached.

To date, I have no record of having received

. a reply from the President. I would appreciate

receiving a formal reply, prlor to his visit to
Los Angeles next month.

I would greatly apprec1ate your assistance
in this matter.

I look forward‘to_seeing‘you in February.
Gloria is wondering whether Nancy will be coming
with you. 1If so, she'd like to get together with
her- b

Most cordially,

George Deukmejian

.1b .

attachment



State of Qalifornia
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
SACRAMENTO 95814

November 3, 1989

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN
GOVERNGOR

The Honorable George Bush
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

- Dear Mr. President:

December will be the first anniversary of the Armenian
earthquake. Twenty-five thousand Armenians lost their lives
and thousands were seriously injured. Hundreds of thousands
are still homeless. - '

The Armenian people throughout the world will observe
another anniversary on April 24, 1990. It is the 75th
anniversary of the genocide carried out against the Armenian
people by the Ottoman Empire in which 1.5 million Armenians
were massacred. '

During your campaign for the Presidency, you took note"
of the tragic events which befell the Armenians between
1915 - 1918 and you said the following:

"The United States must acknowledge the attempted
genocide of the Armenian people in the last years of
the Ottoman Empire, based on the testimony of
survivors, scholars, and indeed our own representatives
at that time, if we are to insure that such horrors
are not to be repeated. The American people, our
government, and certainly the Bush Administration

will never allow political pressures to prevent our
denunciation of crimes against humanity, and I would

join Congress in commemorating the victims of that
period." ' _

The Armenian community was very pleased by your
statement and pledge. : \

National

Ely,:the-State.Department and  the

y+‘Council -are not keeping” faith=with’your cIearly
position- in:‘support of the:-recognition- "6f " the

Arpeniansgénccide:

. I respectfully but urgently réquest you to commit your
administration to recognizing the genocide of the Armenian



The Honorable George Bush
November 3, 1989
Page Two

people and call upon all péoples to work to.prevent future
acts of inhumanity against mankind.

Committing -your administration to reaffirming the
historical facts would reflect your stated views and the
proud record of the United States in providing assistance tc
the victims and survivors of that dark period in history.

Your announcement of your upcoming meeting with Mr.
Gorbachev has been well received and I commend you for your
initiative in arranging such a meeting. During your
discussions, I hope that you will address the current
problems of the Armenians in the Soviet Union and in the

neighboring state of Azerbaijan.

In addition to the suffering caused by the earthquake,

‘political unrest in that part of the USSR has recently

resulted . in blockades, serious shortages of food, medical
supplies, equipment, violence and - deaths. The Armenian
people desperately need to be protected against such hostile
activity. _

All of these events are of great . importance: to the

 Armenian people - and to me personally. We will greatly

appreciate your understanding and assistance in these

matters. :
Sianrely,
[ .

George Deukmejian

Warmest regards.
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Standard language on the Armenian-Azeri conflict in the Caucasus
valid on 2/2/90 ' ‘

We share your concern about the tragic situation faced by
Armenians in the Nagorno-Karabakh region and throughout
Azerbaijan. We are also concerned about the impact the economic
blockade by Azerbaijanis is having on Armenia, particularly in
light of Armenia's devastated condition following the tragic
earthquake in December 1988.

The nationalities situation in the Soviet Union as a whole was
discussed at the December meeting in Malta between President
Bush and Chairman Gorbachev. The Soviet leadership is clearly
aware of our concern about this troubling issue for Armenians,
Azerils, and many other nationalities in the Soviet Union. '

After so much bloodshed, tensions over Nagorno-Karabakh remain
high on both sides. While we have publicly stated our
understanding of Moscow's right to use measured force to quell
ethnic violence in the region, we have made it clear to Soviet
leaders that we support the basic principles of self-~
determination and peaceful resolution of conflicts through
political means. We hope to see the early creation of
conditions in which a political dialogue can be undertaken.
Such a dialogue must accommodate the azpirations of all the

peoples in the region.

We will use all appropriate opportunities to press Soviet
officials to protect the rights of the Armenians and all other

 peoples in the region.

Drafted:EUR/SOV/SOBI :RMStephenson
02/02/90  BESOVRXS/5/pg96 x7-6795
. Cleared: EUR/SOV/SOBI:JCStruble
EUR/SOV:JFTefft '
EUR:CWKamman
H:MBova
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' 8tandard language on the Armenian genocide resolution/question

valid on 2/2/90

We are arare of the strong feelings Americans on both sides of
the issue have about this resolution, which was introduced in
the last session of Congress on September 29. While the
Administration is sensitive to the tragic suffering of the
Armenian people and the need to commemorate the victims of that
period, we are equally mindful of our close relationship and
strong friendship with Turkey and of the differing views of how
the terrible events during that time should properly be
characterized. Accordingly, the Administration opposes S.J.
Res. 212, :





