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Reverend Jesse L. Jackson

President and Founder

October 4, 1991

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write to express my deep concern over the course of the
current education debate in the face of the deepening crisis
in our education system. The National Education Goals Panel
Report has sounded the alarm over the future of American
students.

I would like to share with you some of my observations
regarding the state of our schools. Over the past twenty
years I have traveled across the country to speak in some of
our nation's most troubled, as well as most prosperous
schools and universities. Just this past month I have
visited schools in Connecticut, Arkansas, Virginia,
Maryland, and California. I have seen the destruction in
the schools of East St. Louis, and I have addressed our most
fortunate students at such institutions as Harvard and Yale.
I have met with students, teachers, parents and
administrators. I have listened to their concerns and fears
and seen their glaring needs.

Throughout the course of my work I have been struck by one
overwhelming development -- the lack of equal opportunity in
our school system is undermining the most basic promise of
our democracy -- equal protection under the law. A growing
majority of students are being robbed of the opportunity to
learn by virtue of poverty and lack of educational
resources.

In 1954 when Brown v. Board of Education was filed, equal
educational opportunity was denied to some American students
on the basis of race. Now a majority of students are
deprived of their educational rights on the basis of class.
It has always been a two-track system, but now the tracks of
rich and poor are growing farther apart and steering more
and more children away from the American dream.

I am disturbed by the argument that money is not the answer.
Indeed, money is not the only answer -- there is no one-
dimensional solution to the crisis in our schools. Parents,
for example, must take responsibility for their children's
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education. They must be encouraged to take their children
to school, meet their children's teachers and monitor their
progress. Students also have a responsibility to themselves
to maintain the will to learn. For truly, what does it
matter if you have a new book or an old book, if you open
neither? What does it matter if the doors of opportunity
are wide open, if you are too drunk, drugged or violent to
stumble through? We must rid our schools of drugs and
violence, and maintain an atmosphere of learning and
encouragement.

Yet the educational crisis demands new resources. If you
take six children, put three in a room that is cold and dark
with no food, and put three in a room that is warm and light
with a balanced diet, the three in the room with light and
warmth will come out stronger and taller. Not because they
are smarter, but because they were put up on a pedestal
while the others were put in a hole. What many of our
children need is not more national tests, but a national
commitment to fix the lights, turn on the heat, and provide
the food.

Today we see a set of law suits for equal funding sweeping
the country. Thirteen states have filed them already, while
several more are considering it. These suits are the
biggest thrust for equal opportunity since 1954, demanding
as they do equal educational access for all children: black,
white and brown; rural, urban and suburban; rich and poor
alike.

For too long, people have dismissed inequality in education
as a question of race. 1In New Haven, Connecticut, for
example, they only spend $4,600 per student, while in the
richest districts such as Greenwich, they spend up to $9,600
per pupil. People tend to accept and expect such a state of
affairs for the children of the inner city. But in Windham,
a rural, predominantly white town in eastern Connecticut,
they also only spend $4,600 on the students. They find that
the test scores for the children in New Haven and Windham
are comparable. In other words, the correlation is between
resources and results, not race and results. Truly,
education is not a matter of black and white, but rather a
matter of wrong and right.

Our entire nation suffers from these inequalities, for they
are crippling an entire generation of students. Twenty
percent of all U.S. students drop out of high school each
year, 600,000-700,000 of our youth. 1In some inner cities,
the rate is as high as 50%.

Twenty-seven million Americans lack basic literacy skills,
while 45-50 million are functionally illiterate Americans.



Thirty percent of American jobs will require a college
education by the year 2000, yet only 25 percent of the
American labor force graduates from college.

Our failure to provide education to these students is a real
threat to our national security, for it is impairing our
ability to compete in a global economy.

If we look at the amount we spend on grades K-12, in Sweden
they spend 7.0 percent of GNP; in Japan: 4.8 percent; in
West Germany; 4.6 percent; in the U.S. only 4.1 percent.

In the U.K., Germany and France, 17-24% percent of high-
school graduates are prepared to do college-level work: in
the U.S., only 5 percent.

Instead of investing in education and the future, we are
allowing our children to fall by the wayside. One hundred
and thirty-five thousand (135,000) children bring a gun to
school each day. There are 1,629 children in adult jails
daily.

Mr. President, we must stop wasting our children and
institute a bottom up approach. We cannot turn the crisis
around without new investment and new commitment. We must
water the roots, not just sprinkle the leaves, and open up
the doors of educational opportunity to all. All schools
must be choice schools, for all of our children must be
chosen.

I have spent more time in America's schools than perhaps any

other national leader. I would like the opportunity. to

discuss with you what I see. I look forward to hearing from
~ you.,

Singerely,
v. Jesse M. Jackson
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

NOTES FROM "BIG THREE" PHONE CALL -- October 8, 1991

--- Expressed appreciation at President’s efforts to restore
confidence in the economy.

--- Since Governor Sununu meeting with Owen Bieber, Mr.
Ruther been up to the Hill with the Big Three and Bieber has sent
a letter to the Senate. (awaiting copy of letter)

--- Sen. Johnston "needs enough CAFE to pull Senators into
the ANWR tent."

--- Governor Sununu stressed the importance of focusing the
debate on the issue of jobs for American workers.

--- Big Three described advertising effort by Coalition for
Vehicle Choice to bring public attention to the safety and jobs
issues.

--- Big Three worried about Dept. of Energy and EPA; worried
about any signal that the Administration is willing to give in
CAFE. Looking for signal from White House that White House will
not cave on CAFE.

--- Governor Sununu suggested market incentives for pulling
removing old vehicles; as opposed to "scrappage" language being
written into the law.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dt October 7, 1991

TO: Governor Sunun

FROM: KATHY SUPER/ ).
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Appointments and Scheduling

We previously declined this request for
the President to attend a dinner in
N.Y. hosted by the Asia Society.

General Scowcroft very much wants the
President to address this dinner before
his trip to Asia on November 26.

The President will be in N.Y. on November 12
for the Holt fundraising lunch. The

Asia Society could do their dinner the
evening of the 12th if the President agreed
to attend.

What do you think?
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 16, 1991

KATHERINE SUPER, Deputy Assistant to the
President for Appointments and Scheduling

BRENT SCOWCROFT @ﬂ

Speech at Asia Society Annual Dinner

To outline major, regional themes of Asian
initiatives prior to the President’s trip to
Asia. Subsequent remarks in each country
will focus on country specific and sub-
regional themes. . b

N LA

The President’s trip to Asia tentatively
includes stops in Japan, Korea, Australia and
a country in South East Asia. The trip will
be the first by the President to Asia other
than for Emperor Hirohito’s funeral and will
be important from a foreign policy
standpoint. The Asia Society Annual Dinner
is the appropriate forum for the President to
advance the major themes of this trip.

The President has been invited to speak at
the dinner in the past two years but has not
attended.

Mid-November, shortly prior to the
President’s trip; Evening

DURATION: 3 hours

New York City

The President will be guest of honor. The
Asia Society will invite about 1500 guests.

Dinner, followed by the President’s speech.
To be provided by NSC.

To be determined in consultation with the
Asia Society.

NSC

None
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and it’s been very heipful to Senator Wofford. But there certainly was no deal with Senator Johnston."
Scott said Wofford has not issued a public statement to the press on the topic of coastal plain drilling,
but said he believed Wofford's final pasition will support "limited, careful exploraticn of oil and gas drilling
in the coastal plain." Scott deniec Wofford's position represents a switch from an earlier position. "I
wouldr't put it that way." said Scott, "I think what it represents is a corclusion that he has reached after
being educated on 2ll sides of this problem." Steve Ricnhetti, Executive Director of the Democratic Senate
Campaign Committee, told the Bulletin the CSCC’s decision io commit $500,000 to Wofford’s campaign
was reached in a confidentiai meeting of the committee in early September. " can’t comment one way
or another about what occuired in the meeting," said Richetti, "but there was nothing to distinguish
Johnston’s support from the support of ten ar twelve others."

The vote to consider the confirmation of White House economist Larry Lindsey to a seat on the
Fed is being delayed because Majority Leader Mitchell expects lengthy floor debate over the
nomination and there are more important issue to address first, report Democratic sources in the
Senate. According to an aide to the Majonty Leader: "There have heen indications that there will have
to be a lengthy time on the fioor for debate and we have other matters that need to be addressed."
President Bush has included criticism of the Senate inaction on the Lindsey nomination in recent remarks
and White House officials have been citing the Lindsey nomination as one exampie of Congress’s inability
to seriously address economic growth issues. According to cne in the White House: “There is so much
pressure on the Federal Reserve Board now to reassess where the money supply should be, where
interests rates should be, where capital standards for banks should be, yet they are deprived of a full
board to investigate and considier those positions. Holding it up is just silly."

EPA Administrator Reilly's comment last week that President Bush deserves a grade of at least
a"C" on environmental issues has some in the Administration in an uproar. While in Vail, Colorado
iast week, Reilly responded to a report released by the National Parks and Conservation Association
which gave President Bush a "D" grade on environmental issues by saying "D is not a plausible grade."
Reilly went on to say that Bush deserves at least a "C", and even a "B" if he were doing the grading.
Reilly’s lukewarm support for the President’s envirormental record drew an angry response this morning
from an Administration official: "This is preposterous. A primary member of the Administration and he
gives his President an aveiage grade -- a 'C." !f our own side isn't supporting us, who is?"

Pemocratic presidential candidate Tom Harkin criticized the Administration this morning for being
out of touch with women. Speaking on "Good Morning America," Harkin said the debate should "go
beyond Clarence Thomas. What we have here is an Administration that doesn’t understand the depth
of feeling among women in this country -- the anxiety that they have that the heavy hand of the
government is about to descerid upen them. Women in this country are about to lose their right of
privacy and their freedom of choice. And, understandably, they were very concerned about this
appointment.”

Federal Communications Commission Chairman Alfred Sikes will advise congress not to pass
legislation restricting the entry of the Baby Bells into the information services market. Sikes told
the Bulletin during an interview yesterday: "The American Newspaper Publishers Association in particular
has called for legislation that would keep the Bell Operating Companies out of any significant information
services busiriess. Partly, the hearing will be about tha! issue. | will tell the committee that kind of
legislation would be a mistake. And ! will talk more specifically about what we are doing at the FCC to

3
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 24, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR GOVERNOR SUNUNU

FROM KATHY SUPER /).
DEPUTY ASSISTANT THE PRESIDENT
FOR APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

SUBJECT PENDING PRESIDENTIAL SCHEDULING ITEMS

I. NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

The National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) leadership has
requested, through Leigh Ann Metzger, a meeting with you and the
President for 10-12 members on November 5, 1991 in the Roosevelt
Room. The President had to decline the dinner on November 6,
1991 due to his departure for the NATO Summit.

In considering this, it is important to remember that November 5
is the only full day that the President will spend in the White
House within a sixteen day period. Already we have five events
scheduled for that day.

Is this something we should strongly consider doing the day
before he departs for Rome? If so, how much time should the
President spend with this group? And, will you meet with them?

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

COMMENTS




II. MEETING WITH SMALL BUSINESS LEADERS

I understand that the President has expressed a desire to meet
with small business leaders as part of the series of meetings
with outside groups to discuss the economy. I am told that this
came up at a recent EPC meeting. How soon do you think the
President wants to do this, and how much time should we allot?

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

COMMENTS

III. BILL OF RIGHTS EVENT

Senator Warner has submitted a request for the President to
address a luncheon sponsored by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation and the Foundation for James Madison's Montpelier in
celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the Bill of Rights.
Boyden Gray highly recommends this event if the President is to
do a commemorative ceremony for the Bill of Rights. They have
requested Sunday, December 15, 1991 but they will change the day
of the lunch to December 16 if the President will attend.

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

COMMENTS
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September 19, 1991 ;

| Ms. Katherine Super
| Deputy Assistant to the President
for Appointments and Scheduling
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Ms. Super:

I write to bring to your attention a request from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Foundation for
James Madison’s Montpelier. They would like President Bush to

address a distinguished group at a luncheon commemorating the
200th anniversary of the Bill of Rights.

The event will be attended by members of the Supreme Court,
members of Congress, Bicentennial officials, the media, and
descendants of James Madison on December 15, 1991 at Montpelier
in Virginia. I am sure the President would be warmly received.

‘ A goal of the National Trust is to develop a center for
scholarly and constitutional studies at Monpelier. This topic
will be addressed, as will the Bill of Rights and James Madison’s
contribution to our heritage.

I appreciate your kind consideration of this request and
thank you in advance for keeping me informed.

With warm regards, I am

Sigferely,

e

John Warner

JW:meb
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RAY KERRISON

T a tax-revolt rally on the banks of
the Hudson River in Kingston Satur-
day, Allan Alberts, a department-store
manager, stepped up to the microphone

and recited the “Psalms of New York."”
“Mario Cuomo is my shepherd, I shall not want,” he
intoned. “He leadeth me beside still factories, he resto-
reth my doubt in New York politics. He guideth me to
the path of unemployment, he annointeth my wage
with freeze, so my expense
runneth over my income.
Surely, poverty and hard liv-

i hall foll his adminis-

”ew y 0’* t:gtlznaan:l) l:‘:halls l?v;n l: sa
ted h i

’ax -revo” r?l!',h : ous::i orever —

went on, “Five thousand years

movement czo. Moses sai. ‘Pack your

& o camel, pick up your shovel,
’s mm mount your ass and I will lead
g "g you to the Promised Land.’ Five
thousand years later, Franklin
NN D. Roosevelt said, ‘Lay down
your shovel, sit on your ass and

light up a Camel. This is the Promised Land.’

“Today, Mario Cuomo will tax your shovel, sell your
camel, kick you in the ass and tell you the Promised Land
is in Japan.” The crowd howled. Alberts was just one of a
long line of angry taxpayers to express publicly their fury
at New York's crippling taxation and wasteful govern-
ment spending. Over and over, the cry went up: “Throw
the bums out.”

Sandwiched between the American flag and a broom
was a poster listing all the taxes Americans pay: federal,
state, city, property, school, corporate, gas, capital, value
added, import, excise, estate, sales, Social Security, fees,
sin, luxury, tolls, one-time and surcharge. _

The Kingston protest was one of many held 'round the
country over the weekend, coming on top of New Jersey's
18-month tax rebellion and Connecticut's fierce outcry
against new taxes.

They came from everywhere to make their voices
heard at Kingston — from Buffalo to Suffolk County — at
the urging of the New York State Taxpayers Alliance,
headed by Gordon Ross Webb. They hurled tea bags into
a receptacle and roasted a pig to symbolize disgust with
legislative pork-barrel spending. -

“This is the first step in taking back our government,”
Webb said. “We're really build-
ing toward '92. Hopefully, it will
keep growing until politicians fi-
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Dr. John H. Sununu
Chief of Staff

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear John,

SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS FOR SECURE ENERGY

570 Seventh Avenue - Suite 1007 * New York, New York 10018 - (212) 840 ~ 6595

October 22, 1991

I am certain that you will enjoy reading the enclosed.

And, by the way, Mr. Cuomo is toying with the idea of running

against George Bush in 1992!

Cordially,

Miro M. Todorovich
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From the Desk_ of
. CLAYTON YEUTTER

Chairman

. Republican National Committee

To Gov. Sununu

Nov. 1, 1991

John, in his comments to my memo of last week the
President asked for a summary of Cuomo's debate past.
Here's what we've come up with, so I thought you might want

to deliver it to him.

If he'd like any additional followup, just let us know.



MARIO CUOMO: Debate History Since 1982

In his major statewide races since 1982, Cuomo has taken no consistent position
on the question of candidate debates, and little evidence suggests that he has ever paid
much attention to the minutiae of format or staging negotiations. Debates are a simple
and basic strategic decision for Cuomo -- when he has been a poorly-financed and
little-known underdog, he has pushed for debates and complained that his opponents are
avoiding him; since 1986, in two gubernatorial reelects against ill-equipped Republican
and minor-party candidates, he has himself avoided and limited his debate appearances.
His reputation as a skilled and aggressive debater is deserved; he has a courtroom
attorney's instinct for deflating one-liners, though he has occasionally pushed his ad-
vantage too hard and been criticized for cruelty and arrogance.

1982: First Gubernatorial Campaign

In the Democratic primary against New York City Mayor Ed Koch, Cuomo was
outspent two-to-one and Koch was the overwhelming favorite to win. Cuomo pushed
hard for a series of debates: "We need truth-in-packaging for this important guberna-
torial campaign, and we can't get that in 30 second TV commercials. Only when can-
didates get together can the facts be presented. I urge the Mayor to lift the campaign
curtain." Koch agreed to seven debates in a variety of moderated formats: three
newspaper panels (New York Post, New York Times, Buffalo Courier Express); two
radio broadcasts (WGBB and WMCA); and two television station studio appearances
(WOKR and WPIX). Cuomo destroyed Koch in the first debate, a New York Post-
sponsored event on July 7: "Ed won the toss of the coin and chose to let me open so
he could close. Seconds after he called and won with 'tails' I grabbed the microphone
and said, 'No wonder he's for casino gambling.' The audience enjoyed it. It set a tone
immediately. Ed was unhappier."

Cuomo was again heavily outspent in the general election by Republican Lew
Lehrman, who sought to limit debate and emphasize television advertising. Cuomo
was clearly frustrated by Lehrman's tactics: "I have not yet been engaged with
Lehrman," he wrote in his diary. "He's ducking us: he'll give us only one or two de-
bates and they're tough because I've increased the level of expectations by my debates
with Koch." Lehrman ultimately agreed to two late-campaign October debates spon-
sored by the New York Post and New York Daily News. Many observers believe the
election was clinched by a single Cuomo line in the second debate (Daily News,
October 24):

"What occurred was, we were standing side by side debating and Lew was
trying to interrupt my answers. Apparently, he had some kind of straregy in mind, and
at one point he leaned right over in front of me while I was speaking and jammed his
watch in my face. He said, 'Look at the time." And I never even touched him. I



looked at the watch and I said, 'My, that's an expensive watch.' And the place broke
up."”

1986: Second Gubernatorial Campaign

After a successful first term, a highly popular Cuomo entered the 1986 race as
an overwhelming favorite. His opponent was a little-known county executive named
Andy O'Rourke. This time, Cuomo did everything he could to avoid debates, and for
several months O'Rourke attempted to make an issue of the governor's invisibility by
appearing at press conferences next to a life-size cardboard photograph of Cuomo.
Cuomo's position throughout the campaign was that he would not debate Andy
O'Rourke until O'Rourke disclosed a list of the clients he had represented as an attor-
ney, a list some reports indicate Cuomo was primarily interested in because he knew it
would include a homosexual bar in Westchester. On October 16, a frustrated
O'Rourke phoned WWCN radio in Delmar during a live call-in show featuring Cuomo,
a stunt that produced the following excerpted interchange:

O'Rourke: "I'm willing to debate you, 24 debates. Are you going to debate or
not?

Cuomo: "I don't believe you, Andy. Let me ask you a question Andy, are you
telling the people you don't remember who you represented?

O'Rourke: Let's talk about ...

Cuomo (interrupting): Andy, I'm waiting for you, Andy.

O'Rourke tries to speak

Cuomo: Andy, will you say yes or no?

O'Rourke: Tell me what you caught me doing.

Cuomo: Goodbye, Andy. So long, Andy.

O'Rourke: Listen, I can't answer that question because you didn't catch me in a
goddamn thing.

Cuomo: Oh, be careful, Andy! Be careful, Andy!

Cuomo finally did agree to a single, 90-minute, untelevised debate before the
New York Times editorial board one week before the election. Cuomo declined to
offer O'Rourke a face-to-face individual debate; the Times event also featured the
Conservative Party and Right to Life Party gubernatorial nominees.

1990: Third Gubernatorial Campaign

In 1990, Cuomo again refused to grant Republican nominee Pierre Rinfret a
one-on-one debate, and continually insisted that any debate include schismatic Republi-
can Herb London (running on the Conservative Party line) and Right to Life Party
nominee Louis Wein. Twice in August, Rinfret interrupted public appearances by
Cuomo to press the governor on the debate question. Outside a General Mills cereal
plant in Buffalo, where the governor was announcing a state industrial effectiveness
grant, Cuomo shook Rinfret's hand but curtly dismissed the issue: "I've said over and
over, I've said this to you personally, I'd be delighted to debate you. I don't think



you're entitled to any more than the Conservative or the Right to Life" candidates.
"Don’t you think the two major parties are entitled to more?" Rinfret asked. "No,"
Cuomo replied. "I'll see you." .

Two four-way debates were eventually arranged. The first took place on
Friday, October 19, during a World Series game, and was only given tape-delay radio
and television broadcast during late-night odd hours. The second debate was held at
the WNBC television studio in New York City on the Sunday afternoon before the
election -- during football season. Cuomo hardly participated in either debate; bitter
interchanges between Rinfret and London dominated both events. In the second de-
bate, Cuomo expressed a standard frontrunner's disdain for such fora: "They're a
joke. I've said that over and over and if ever the population needed proof of how
stupid they are, listen to this one." When the second debate was over, Cuomo said "I
was trying very hard not to laugh."

RNC Research
November 1, 1991
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