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TO: JOHN SUNUNU, WHITE HOUSE CHIEF OF STAFF
FROM: REP. BILL BARRETTg:ﬁQ;LéZz)
| DATE: MAY 21, 1991
| RE: S, 248, NIOBRARA /SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION ACT OF 1991

ARGUMENTS AGAINST S. 248:

** An immediate scenic designatien for the Niobrara River as
proposed in S. 248 would be unprecedented. According a June 1990
letter from the Department of the Interior, which has repeatedly
testified against this legislation, "Out of the 108 rivers designated
by Congress since 1968 as components of the National wild and Scenic
Rivers System, none has been designated without some form of study by
the National Park Service, Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management,
or other agency. The Nicbrara has had no formal study whatsoever,"

opposition to immediate designation as proposed in S. 248 and have
repeatedly recommended that the bill in its present form be vetoed.

ok The bill is cpen ended as to budgeting and appropriating,
Acquisition of land along the 70 miles of the river proposed for
scenic designation alone could run into the millions of dollars, at a
time when the Park Service does not have the resources to manage the
land presently under its control.

|
**  Interior Secretary Lujan and OMB have repeatedly stated their

** The entire 70-mile segment of the Nicbrara River, which is the
focus of the controversy in this bill, flows through the heart of

my district, and I and my constituents oppose S. 248. Fully 78% of
Nebraskans polled in June 19%0 by the Wirthlin Group (President
Reagan's pollster) oppose federal involvement in the management of the
Niobrara River, preferring state or local management instead.

*k The Nicbrara River is not presently threatened and is protected
by a cooperative local protection plan adopted by the four counties
through which the 70-mile segment of the river flows. The State of
Nebraska is also in the process of establishing its own scenic river
protection program. (Legislation is pending in the state legislature,)

* % 5. 248 would set a precedent that would threaten private
landowners' rights across the country--Section 4(b) of the bill gives
the Secretary of the Interior the power to waive any limits on the
forcible taking ¢f private land along the river.

* % This same legislation was defeated on the last recorded vote in
the House in the 101st Congress. (Then numbered S. 280 was defeated
under suspension of the rules, 157-95).

%% At least 100 national, state, and local groups are on record in
opposition to immediate dssignation for the Niebrara River. National
groups include the National Cattlemen, American Farm Bureau, and
National Water Resources Association. State groups include the
Nebraska Natural Resources Commission, the Nebraska Cattlemen, the
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Nebraska Farm Bureau; nearly every county and local official, city
council, and natural resource district opposes S. 248 and immediate
designation. In addition, the Nebraska Rspublican Part*, at its July
1990 convention, adopted a resolution in opposition to immediate
sceni¢ designation and recommending that President Bush veto any such
legislation,

CONCLUSION: PRESIDENT BUSH SHOULD VETO S8, 248 AND IN HIS VETO MESSAGE
STATE THAT IF THE BILL IS RETURNED TO HIM WITH PROVISIONS PROVIDING
FOR THE REQUIRED STUDY THAT HE WILL SIGN IT:

* A 3-year study (as proposed in my bill, HR 1548, and by the
substitute I offered on the House floor, which failed 109=-293) conforms
with current law (Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968).

kX A study ie consistent with the the positione of Interior
Secretary Lujan and OMB,

* The real pro-environment position ie that supporting a proper,
in-depth study to determine which sections of the 253 miles of the
Niobrara in the Park Service inventory need protected and to what
degree. (S 248 arbitrarily selects a 70=mile segment.,) Perhaps some
segments of the river deserve to be designated as "wild" and should
recelve greater protection than under a "scanic" designation,
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S. 248, a bill to designate as a scenic river a portion of the
Niobrara River in Nebraska should be vetoed for some very sound
reasons to wit: ‘

(1) There has not been a government conducted study of this
proposal as required. The National Park Service and the Secretary of
the Interior have consistently opposed this legislation because a
study has not been conducted.

(2) The bill is open ended as to budgeting and appropriating,
which is an unwise course at any time. This is especially true at
this time of the budget crisis and when we have many unmet needs in
our existing parks and scenic areas. .

(3) The State of Nebraska, in cooperation with the counties
which have a joint management plan, is in the process of enacting its
own scenic river protection program.

(4) It is suggested that the President should state in his veto
message that if the bill is sent back to him with the provisions
providing for the required study that he will sign it.
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SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of
this Act.

Passed the Senate April 17 (legislative day, April 9),
1991.

Attest:




ORGANIZATIONS OPPOSING THE NIOBRARA WILD AND SCENIC RIVER BILLS

NATIONAL

American Farm Bureau Federation
Cepartment of Interior-Manuel Luhjan,Jr.

National Cattlemens Association

National Park Service

Natlonal Riflemans Association

National Society of Range Management, Denver, (olorada
Natlional Water Resources Association

STATE ORGANIZATIONS

Nebraska Cattlemens Association

Nebraska Cattlewomen

Nebraska Irrigation Association

Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation

Nebraska Land Owners and Sportsman Association
Nebraska Natural Resource Commission

Nebraska Republican Party

Nebraska Water Resource Association

Trout Unlimited, Lincoln, Nebraska

Waterfowl Politics, Lincoln, Nebraska

NEBRASKA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Brown County Commissioners
Cherry County Commissioners
Holt County Commissioners

Xeya Paha County Commissioners
Rock County Commissioners
Sheridan County Commissioners

CITIES AND VILLAGES

City of Ainsworth
City of Atkinson

City of Long Pine
City of O'Neill
Village of Springview
City of Valentine

NEBPASIA NATURAL KeSOURCE DJSTRICTS

Lower Loup Natural Resource District, Ord, - Nebraska
Lower Niobrara Natural Resource District

Middle Niobrara Natural District

North Platte Natural Resource District

Twin Platte Natural Resource District

Upper Elkhorn Natural Resource District

U:per Loup Natural Resource District

Upper Republican Natural Resource District
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NEBRASKA CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Ainsworth Chamber of Commerce
Broken Bow Chamber of Commerce
Valentine Chamber of Commerce

NE3BRASKA FARM bURCAUC

Brown County Farm Bureau
Cherry County Farm Bureau
Garden County Farm Bureau
Holt County Farm Bureau
Johnson County Farm Bureau
Keya Paha County Farm Bureau
Rock County Farm Bureau
Thayer County Farm Bureau

REGIONAL

Ainsworth American Legion Auxiliary

Alnsworth American Legion Post #79

Ainsworth VFW Post

Area 2 Cattlewomen

Arnold American Legion Post # 120

Atkinson VFW Post

Blaine County American Leginn Post #323

Board of Regents of Keya Paha County, Springview, Nebraska

Brown County Republican Party

Brown County Retired Teachers Association, Ainsworth, Nebraska

Chappell American Legion Post 3117

Citizens for Preservation of Platte River (Hall, Buffalo, and
Dawson Counties)

Consolidated Sandhills Farmers\Ranchers Co-op, Cody, Nebraska

Cody-Kilgore Board of Education

Education Service Unit #17 (consisting of Cherry, Keya Paha, Brown
and Rock Counties) .

Holdrege VFW Post #10651

Holt County Republican Party

Long Pine American Legion #260

Long Pine VFW #5128

Niobrara River Basin Development Association

Niobrara River Basin Environment Improvement Commission

Niobrara Basin Preservation Association

North Central Nebraska Resource Conservation and Developmeth

Council

North Platte Valley Water <Coalition (a group representing
irrigation districts, banks, natural resource districts and
agri-busnissmen of Scottsbluff-Gering Nebraska area)

Tilden American Legion Post

Tri-County Corngrowers of Pisrce, Nebraska




ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES AND CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE 1990

Robert Crosby, Former Governor of Nebraska

Carl Curtis, Former U.S. Senator of Nebraska ,
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NEBRASKA IRRIGATICN DISTRICTS

Ainsworth Irrigation District- Ainsworth, Nebraska
Sostwick Irrigation District- Red Cloud, Nebraska

Catherland Reclamation District- Blue Hill, Nebraska

Central Irrigation District- Gering, Nebraska

Central Ne. Public Power and Irrigation District- Holdrege,Nebraska
Znterprise Irrigation District- Sccttsbluff, Nebraska

Farmers Ir:*qation District- Scottsbluff, Nebraska

Farwell Irrigation District- Farwell, Nebraska
frenchman-Campridge Irrigation District- Cambridge, Nebraska
Frenchman Valley Irrigation District- Culbertson, Nebraska
Trenchman Valley and H & RW Irrigation

S5ering Irrigation Cistrict- Gering, Nebraska

Sering-Ft. Laramie Irrigation District- Gering, Nebraska

5 & RW Irrigation- Culbertson, Nebraska

~oup Basin Reclamation District- Farwell, Nebraska

Middle Loup Public Power and Irrigation District- Arcadia, Nebraska
4irage Flats Irrigation District- Hay Springs, Nebraska

Mitchell Irrigation District- Mitchell, Nebraska

“iobrara Basin Irrigation District- O'Neill, Nebraska

Jorth Central lNebraska Reclamation District- O'Neill, Nebraska
Pathfinder Irrigation District- Mitchell, Nebraska

dorth Loup River Public Power and Irrigation Distict- Ord, Nebraska
Sargent Irrigation District- Sargent, Nebraska

Thirty Mile Canal Company- Gothenburg, Nebraska

TwWwin Loups Irrigation District- Scotia, Nebraska

TWwin Loups Reclamation District- Scotia, Nebraska



ORGANIZATIONS OPPOSING THE NIOBRARA WILD AND SCENIC RIVER BILLS

NATIONAL

American Farm Bureau Federation
Cepartment of Interior-Manuel Luhjan,Jr.

National Cattlemens Association

National Park Service

National Riflemans Association

National Society of Range Management, Denver, (lolorada
National Water Resources Association

STATE ORGANIZATIONS

Nebraska Cattlemens Association

Nebraska Cattlewomen

Nebraska Irrigation Association

Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation

Nebraska Land Owners and Sportsman Association
Nebraska Natural Resource Commissicn

Nebraska Republican Party

Nebraska Water Resource Association

Trout Unlimited, Lincoln, Nebraska

Waterfowl Politics, Lincoln, Nebraska

NEBRASKA COUNTY COMMISSICONERS

Brown County Commissioners
Cherry County Commissioners
Holt County Commissioners

Xeya Paha County Commissioners
Rock County Commissioners
Sheridan County Ccmmissioners

CITIES AND VILLAGES

City of Ainsworth
City of Atkinson

City of Long Pine
City of 0O'Neill
Village of Springview
City of Valentine

NEBPASI'A NATURAL KeSOURCE pIQTRICTS

Lower Loup Natural Resource District, Ord, - Nebraska
Lower Niobrara Natural Resource District

Middle Niobrara Natural District

North Platte Natural Resource District

Twin Platte Natural Resource District

Upper Elkhorn Natural Resource District

U:per Loup Natural Resource District

Upper Republican Natural Resource District
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NEBRASKA CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Ainsworth Chamber of Commerce
Broken Bow Champer of Commerce
Valentine Chamber of Commerce

NE3SRASKA FARM bURLCAUC

Brown County Farm Bureau
Cherry County Farm Bureau
Garden County Farm Bureau
Holt County Farm Bureau
Jonnson County Farm 2ureau
Keva Paha County Farm Bureau
Rock County Farm Bureau
Thayer County Farm Bureau

REGIONAL

Ainsworth American Legion Auxiliary

Alnsworth American Legion Post 479

Alnsworth VFW Post

Area 2 Cattlewomen

Arnold American Legion Post # 120

Atkinson VFW Post

Blaine County American Leginn Post #323

Board of Regents of Keya Paha County, Springview, Nebraska

Brown County Republican Party

Brewn County Retired Teacners As

Chappell American Legion Post :1

Cicizens for Preservation of
Dawson Counties)

Consolidated Sandhills Farmers\Ranchers Co-op, Cody, Nebraska

Cody-Kilgore Board of Zducation

Education Service Unit #17 (consisting of Cherry, Keya Paha, Brown
and Rock Counties) .

Holdrege VFW Post #10651

Holt County Republican Party

Long Pine American Legion #260

Long Pine VFW #5128

Nicbrara River Basin Development Association

Niobrara River Basin Environment Improvement Commission

Niobrara Basin Preservation Association

ociation, Ainsworth, Nebraska

T2 River (Hall, Buffalo, and

North Central Nebraska Resource Conservation and Development

Council

North Platte Valley Water Coalition (a group representing
irrigation districts, banks, natural resource districts and
agri-busnissmen of Scottsbluff-Gering Nebraska area)

Tilden American Legion Post

Tri-County Corngrowers of Piszce, Nebraska




ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES AND CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE 1990

Robert Crosby, Former Governor of Nebraska

Carl Curtis, Former U.S. Senator of Nebraska
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NEBRASKA IRRIGATION DISTRICTS

Alnsworth Irrigation District- Ainsworth, Nebraska

Sostwick Irrigation District- Red Cloud, Nebraska

Catherland Reclamation District- Blue Hill, Nebraska

Central Irzigation District- Gering, Nebraska

~entral Ne. Public Power and Irrigation District- Holdrege,Nebraska
Znterprise Irrigaticn Dlstrlc*— Sccttsbluff, Nebraska

Tarmers I[rrigation District- Scottsbluff, Nebraska

Tarwell Irrigation District- Farwell, Nebraska
Frenchman-Campridge Irrigation District- Cambridge, Nebraska
Frenchman Valley Irxigation District- Culbertson, Nebraska
Trenchman Valley and H & RW Irrigation

Sering Irrigation Cistrict- Gering, Nebraska

Sering-Ft. Laramie Irrigation District- Gering, Nebraska

% & R2W Irrigation- Culbertson, Nebraska

~oup Basin Reclamation District- Farwell, Nebraska

Middle Loup Public Power and Irrigation Districc- Arcadia, Nebraska
Mirage Flats Irrigation District- Hay Springs, Nebraska

Mitchell Irrigation District- Mitchell, Nebraska

Wiobrara Basin Irrigation District- O'Neill, Nebraska

dorth Central Hebraska Reclamation District- O'Neill, Nebraska
fathfinder Irrigation District- Mitchell, Nebraska

Horth Loup River Public Power and Irrigation Distict- Ord, Nebraska
Zargent Irrigation District- Sargent, Nebraska

Thirty Mile Canal Company- Gothenburg, Nebraska

Twin Loups Irrigation District- Scotia, Nebraska
Twin Loups Reclamation District- Scotia, Nebraska




RESOLUTTIN

.

‘ WHEREAS, the City of Ainsworth, Nebraska is the county seat
and principal city within Brown County, Nebraska; and,

WHEREAS, a proposal has been introduced by Senator J. James
Exon and Representative Peter Hoagland in the Congress of the
United States for designation of a 76 mile segment of the
Niobrara River adjoining Brown County, Nebraska as a "Scenic
River" under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (hereinafter 'the
Act"); and,

WHEREAS, a proposal has been introduced by Representative
Douglas Bereuter in the Congress of the United States for the
establishment of a National Park in a portion-of Brown County and
other adjoining counties, and including the designation of a
segment of said Niobrara River as a "Scenic River" and for the
study of additional rivet segments, including Long Pine Creek and
the Snake River, for designation under the Act; and,

WHEREAS, the Act defines "river" to include any "tributary
thereof. including rivers, streams, creeks, runs, kills, rills,
and smali lakes*; and, :

'. WHEREAS, the economy of Brown County, Nebraska, and the City
of Ainsworth, is totally and absolutely dependent upon the
existing developed use of the lands and tributaries of the
Niobrara river, and underground water which contributes to the
flow of such river and its tributaries, for production agricul-
ture of feed grains and the related feeding of such products to

cattle and other livestock; and,

WHEREAS, the Act would prohibit "any department or agency of
the United States" from assisting "by loan, grant, license, or
otherwise in the construction of any water resources project that
would have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which
such river was established", including any development on "any
stream tributary thereto which ([will] invade the area or unrea-
sonably diminish the scenic, recreational, and fish wildlife
values present in the area"; and,

WHEREAS, the Act further reserves the waters of such river,
}ncluding tributaries, for the purposes specified in the Act, and
in the quantities necessary to acconplish those purposes; and,

WHEREAS, the provisions of both pieces of proposed legisla-
tion fail to include any provisions which would prevent the
implementation of said provisions of the Act; and,




WHEREAS, the implementation of the Act following designation
of the Niobrara river as a "Scenic River" would significantly
impair existing agricultural uses in Brown County, Nebraska being
wholly reliant upon irrigation ‘water for production agriculture,
and would entirely prevent further agricultural development in
the entire Niobrara basin adjoining the designated stretch,
including all of Brown County:

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the
city of Ainsworth, that the Niobrara River and its tributaries
are considered valuable resources of wvital importance to the
citizens of the City of Ainsworth and Brown County; that such
resources should be protected from commercial - development which
would adversely affect the scenic and recreational values of the
area; and that the conggpt of protection is "consistent with the
protection of agricul%ural and environmental practices and
development within Brown County, Nebraskaj;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that designation under the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, without substantial provisions for the protec-
tion of existing agricultural wses and potential future develop-
ment along the‘tributaries of said river, would be harmful to the
mutual goals of protection of the Niobrara River valley and
preservation of agricultural use and development of- the tributar-
ies of said river;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, unless specific provisions to
the proposed legislation are added to achieve the mutually
consistent goal of protecting existing agricultural uses, water
rights, and future agricultural uses and water development on the
tributaries of the Niobrara, the Mayor and Council of the City of
Ainsworth do hereby express their opposition to the respective
legislation proposed by Senator Exon and Representatives Hoagland
and Bereuter, and do hereby request the members of the Nebraska
Congressional delegation to oppose vgubh legislation in theis
present forms; St

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is directed to

forward a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Nebraska

Congressional delegation, to the Governor of the State cf




ATTEST:
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RESOLUTION No. _ b [ ~<—

OF THE

A

CITY OF ATKINSON, NEBRASKA

WHEREAS, consideration is being given to designation of a
portioh of the Niobrara River as a ”Scenic River”, and

WHEREAS, such designation would be detrimental to the local
community, Counties, State and Natién,

NOW, THEREFORE be it resolved by the City Council of
Atkinson, Nebraska, that:

1. Designation of the Niobrara River or any portion thereof
as a Scenic River or any similar designation is not in the best
interest of local communﬁ%y, County or State. The Niobrara
River is a valuable resource of water which may be needed in
future ycars for domestic water use or production of enzrgy and a
desigﬁation’as a Scenic River would forever prohibit this needed

use. The local‘landowners, residents and communities do not want
the Niobrara river to have a Scenic River designation.

2. The City of Atkinson, Nebraska, hereby opposes any
Scenic River or similar designation for the Niobrara River or

any portion thereof.

PASSED AND APPROVED thi. 6th d: 7 of 7ebruary, 1989.

/ _/\‘(;"/LLU‘\

ATTEST:

N \,l
l p K ppi Fl )
CITY CLERK
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RESOLUTION # 89-3

»

OF THE
CITY OF O'NEILL, NEBRASKA

WHEREAS, the Niobrara River is one of the natural resources
crucial to the farming and ranching economy of Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, a free-flowing Niobrara River, unregulated by the
federal government, is a symbol of the proud and caring heritage
of the people of Nebraska; and '

WHEREAS, The farmers and ranchers who live along the Niobrara
River have successfully managed and improved this natural
resource for many years and are capable of continuing to do that
without help from the federal government; and

WHEREAS, A majority of the landowners living along or near
the Niobrara River have said the favor continued local control
and management of the Niobrara River; :

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
OF O'NEILL, NEBRASKA, that: "

Sec. 1. The O'Neill City Council joins with other

. municipalities and counties througn which the Niobrara River

courses free and in its natural state in opposing a proposed Wild
and Scenic Rivers designation for any stretch of the Niobrara
River; and

Sec. 2. Support continued local management of this natural
resources without any federal hindrance caused by said proposed
designation. :

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 7 DAY OF /Duso /) ,

1989.
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United States for designation of .a 76 mnmile Segment of the
Niobrara River adjoining Brown County, Nabraska as A "Scenic
River" wunder the WwWild ang Scenic. Rivers act (hereinafter "the

Segment of said Niobrara River as a "Scenic River" and for the
study of additional river segments, including Long Pine Creek ang
the Snake River, for designation under the Act; and,

WHEREAS, the Act defines "river" to include any "tributary
thereof, including rivers, streams, Creeks, runs, kills, rills,
and small lakes"; and,

WHEREAS, the eéconomy of Brown County, Nebraska, and the City
of Long Pine, is dependent upon the existing developed use of the
lands ang tributaries of the Niobrara river, and underground
water which contributes +to the” flow of Such river and its

WHEREAS, the Act would prohibit "any department Or agency of
the Uniteg States" fronm assisting "by loan, grant, license, or

would have g direct and adverse effect on the values for which
Such river was establisheqdr, including any development on "any
stream tributary thereto which (Will] invade the area or unrea-
sonably diminish the scenic, recreational, ang fish wildlife
values present inp the area'; ang, '

h WHEREAS, the Act further reserves the weters o such river,
including tr*hutaries, for the purposes specified in the Act, and
11 the quantities necessary to accomplish thosge purposes; and,

WHEREAS, the implementation of the aAct following designation
Qf the-Niobrara river as a "Scenic River" would significantly
lmpair existing agricultural uses in Brown County, Nebraska being




wholly reliant upon irrigation water for production agriculture,
and would entirely prevent further agricultural development in
the entire Niobrara basin adjoining the designated stretch,
including all of Brown County; ard,

WHEREAS, the proposal by Representative Bereuter would provide
for study of Long Pine Creek for possible additional scenic river

designation;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the
city of Long Pine, that the Niobrara River and its tributaries
are considered valuable resources of vital impcrtance to the
citizens of the City of Long Pine and Brown County; that such
resources should be protected from commercial development which
would adversely affect the scenic and recreational values of the
area; and that the concept of protection is consistent with the
protection of agricultural and environmental practices and
development within Brown égunty, Nebraska;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that designation under the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, without substantial provisions for the protec-
tion of existing agricultural uses and potential future devalop-
ment along the tributaries of said river, would be harmful to the
mutual goals of‘ protection 6f the Niobrara River valley and
preservation of agricultural use and development of the tributar-
ies of said river;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the
City of Long Pine do hereby express their disagreement with those
individuals who suggest that protection of current and future
agricultural uses are inconsistent with protection of scenic and
recreational values;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, unless specific provisions to
the proposed legislation are added +to achieve the mutually
consistent goal of protecting existing agricultural uses, water
rights, and future agricultural uses and,wqter development on the
tributaries of the Niobrara, the Mayor and.bouncil of the City of
Long Pine do hereby express their opposition to the respective
legislation proposed by Senator Exon and Representatives Hoagland

and Bereuter, and do hereby request the members of the Nebraska
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Congressional delegation to oppose such legislation in their
present forms;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is directed to
forward a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Nebraska
Congreseional delegation, to the Governor of the State of
Nebraska, to the State Senator representing Brown County, and to
interested members of the press.

Passed and approved. this é6th day of February, 1990.

CITY OF LONG PINE, NEBRASKA,

WY/

ayor

ATTEST:

,/WQ @ >Zéa~/m%

City C;vfk’
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City of Valentine
Regular Council Meeting

Public Library Meeting Room A
February 20, 1989
7:30 P.M.

Agenda Item #2

PURSUANT TO ADVERTISEMENT IN THE VALENTINE NEWSPAPER, A PUBLIC
HEARING WILL BE HELD ON THE SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION-COMMENTS AND
COUNCIL ACTION (7:30 P.M.)

Pursuant to the advertisement in the Valentine Newspaper, Mayor
Petersen opened the Publi- Hearing at 7:30 P.M. regarding the
proposed Scenic River Desigration. The citizens were askec to
stand and state their name and place of residence.

Bill Quigley-Valentine, Nebraska. Mr. Quigley felt that the
Scenic River Designation would be good for economic development
and would be the best thing for tourism and recreation. He said
that it would promote the area and that free publicity of the
area would be achieved in the form of brochures, pamphlets etc...
He stated that with the additional tourism and government
support, money would be spent in our area for this activity.

Frank Fgelhoff. He is in favor of the Scenic River Designation
and that he has talked to other land owners who are also in favor
of it. He said that the NRD was to build a campground site and
have not done it yet.

Bill Ward-Valentine, Nebraska. Mr. Ward stated that the Cherry
County Commissioners opposed the act and that it needs to belong
to the people and not the government.

Lou Christensen-Sparks, Nebraska. Mr. Christensen is in favor
of the act. His 1livelyhood is on the river. He said that a
change of owners along the river front could hurt his business 1if
the new owner did not maintain the river. He said that with the
government in control of the river area the area would be
protected.

Bot Gass-Valentine, Nebraska. Mr. Gass stated thet the act
should Znclude the Niobrara River Buasin. A study shouid be done
before s designation is made. His question was "What imnact wilil
1t have on thc enviroanent?",

Don Zwiztel-Ainsworth, Nebraska. Mr. Zwiebel stated that the
act needs to look at the entire basin. He said that the water
should be of concern and that the Scenic River Designation would
hurt.



Al Conner-Sparks, Nebraska. Mr. Conner is against the Scenic
River Designation for the fact thaf we do not need government
intervention.

Hugh Potter-Valentine, Nebraska. Mr. Potter was against the
Scenic River Designation. He felt that the land owner would not
be treated fairly. His concern was if the area qualified as a

scenic river and how the easements and payments to the land
owners would be conducted.

Harlan Welch-Ainsworth, Nebraska. Mr. Welch was against the
act. He said that Senator Exon's bill was not a good picture of
what it 1is to be. Is it a scenic river designation or a
recreational designation?. If it is a scenic river, there will
be restrictions on what the land owner can do. The beauty of the
river has been maintained by the current level of us« of the
river, would it stay that way?

Sally Conner-Valentine, Nebraska. Ms Conner was opposed to the
Scenic River Designation. She wanted to know if the government
would provide the necessary clean up and maintain the roads. She
said that the area is scenic because of the current control by
the landowners.

Wayne Olmsted-Valentine, Nebraska. Mr. Olmsted was against the
bill and said that we would be protected out of our rights. The
river area around Fort Niobrara is well protected and the
appearance has not depreciated.

Lou Christensen-Sparks, Nebraska. With the: scenic river
legislation since 1962, land values have increased. The act
would guarantee that what is there now would stay there.

Rick Bennett—Valentine, Nebraska. Mr. Bennett is against the
Scenic River Act and has helped to circulate a petition against
the act. He feels that we do not need government control.

Don Zwiebel-Ainsworth, Nebraska. Agrees that land values have
gone up and that we should leave things the way they are.

Bill Quigley-Valentine, Nebraska. Stated that it sounds 1like
people are against federal control and wanted to know how the
people felt about a new sewer treatment plant being 90 per cent
federally funded.

Roy Breuklander-Sparks, Nebraska{,' Mr. Breuklander was
undecided on the issue. He wanted to know if the ant was passed
if there would be more outfitters cn the river. The people along
the river are doing a good job of taking care of the river.



| Steve Breuklander-Sparks, Nebraska. He was in favor of the
| ‘ Scenic River Act and there would be a lot of changes with or
{‘: without the designation. °

Frank Egelhoff. Stated that there would be no charges to get
out at drop points along the river and that restrooms would also
be built.

Roy Breuklander-Sparks,; Nebraska. Not everyone charges canoers
to get out of the river.

The Public Hearing was closed at .8:16 P.M.

Councilman Petersen stated that he had caught part of the
introduction of the bill on television and that the visual
displays of the presentation chowed government control going up
beyond the river -basin. His concern was that they would not be
stopping with the act as written.

Councilman Petersen made the motion that the Valentine City
Council will go on record being against the Scenic River Act.
Second by Councilman Porath. Roll call vote: Aye-Petersen,
Balliet, Holmes, Linster, Porath. Nay-none. Motion carried.

‘D SEAL | I hereby swear and affirm that the above and foregoing
is a true and accurate recording of the proceedings of
the Valentine City Council meeting held February 20,

W,

/
5éhn Hanzlicek
City Clerk
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Discussion held relative to the matter of the proposed

legislation to designate a portion of the Niobrara River
as a Scenic River.

o~ .....-...‘.‘\\‘,
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I.yle Mundorf introduced the following resolution and
moved for its adoption.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, proposals have been introduced in Congress
to designate a 76 mile segment of the Niobrara River as a
Scenic River under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and

WHEREAS, the act defines river to include all tributaries
thereof, and

WHEREAS, such designation as a Scenic River would
effectively eliminate forever any further development of
any kind upon such river, and

"WHEREAS, to the best of our knowledge and belief no
economic impact or environmental impact studies have been
made concernina such d=2signation, and

WHEREAS, No provisions appear in said act to protect
any governmental subdivision from loss of any tax base or
for reimbursehent for any additional costs that might be
incurred for road maintenance, fire protection, police
protection, etc., and

WHEREAS, the Niobrara River and its tributaries have
for more than 100 years been well protected by the local
land owners and residents of the area.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village Board
of Springview does oppose the enactment of any and all
proposals pertaining to the designation of that portion of ‘
the Niobrara River as a Scenic River until such time as
a complete study can be made of the effects, both economically
and environmentally, of such proposal upon the area affected
thereby, and

BEE IT FURTHER RESOT.VED py the Village Board of Springview
that they respectfully reguest that allysuch proposals in
their present form be opposed by Governor Orr and by all
members of the Nebraska Congressional Delegation.

The motion was seconded by Glen Hallock. Voting in
favor Titus, Hallock, Mundorf, Swan and Lewis. Opposed
None. The motion was declared carried.



FICE OF VILLAGE CLERK

OFFICE OF VILLAGE TREASURER

VILLAGE OF SPRINGVIEW
SPRINGVIEW, NEBRASKA

CERTIFICATE

I, D.C.Evans, Village Clerk'in and for the Village
| of Springview, Nebraska do hereby certify that the attached
‘ is a true and complete copy of a resolution passed by the
| vVillage Board of Springview at their regular meeting held
on Thursday, January 11, 1990.

Dated at Springview, Nebraska this 15th day of January
1990.

¥ D. C. Evans
Village Clerk
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RESOLUTTION

WHEREAS, the Brown County Board of Commissioners are
concerned with the effects of a Scenic River designation for
the Niobrara River in North Central Nebraska; '
WHEREAS, the Brown County Board of Commissioners have
not been informed of the effect a Scenlc River designation will
have on the upkeep of rcads;
WHEREAS, the Brown County Board of Commissioners have
not been informed of the effect a Scenic River designation
will have on the tributaries to the Niobrara River;
WHEREAS, the Brown County Board of Commissioners feel
that Federal Controls would not benefit the General popula-
tion of North Central Nebraska.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Brown County
Board of Commissioners that the County Board opposes the
Séenic River designation for the Niobrara River in North /
€\ Central Nebraska pending receipt of information regarding
' the effects of a Scenic River designation and assurances
local concerns shall be considered and implemented. /

Dated this 7th day of February, 1989. f
%EST: / ,
/CZ/zZq~ﬁ4ﬁ;g/JAZQEfizgzLéég”*i/’_ 7%4LézLu. %Zf;&féz¢£7
County Clerks 4 /
. \ ) ’-
| '2//&9 L L ‘
Brbﬁﬁ7tounty/80ard of
Comm1331one;s

FILED
FEB 71989

MARILYN A. CALVER
COUNTY CLERK
BROWN COUNTY, NEBR.
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RESOLUTTION

WHEREAS, it is necessary and in the best interest of the
people of Brown County, Nebraska, to avail itself of the &f*& &
zoning laws under Section 23-114 through 23—114;05, including,
but not limited to, the appointment of a county planning com-
mission, adoption ofua-éounty comprehensive development pian
and zoning regulations;

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the County Com-
missioners of Brown County, Nebraska, sitting in regular
session this ‘5?0 day of éﬁl;;ﬁ(, + 1987, since

it is deemed to be necessary and in the best interest of

the people of Brown County, Nebraska, that a county planning
commission comprised ofyfive members is hereby created
with the following members serving the following terms from
this date:

Larry Duden and Dan Clapper for one year;

Art Nomann and Francis Westcott for two years; and

Duane Dan%gls for three years.

That all rights and duties conferred upon the "County
Planning Commission as set out by the Nebraska Statutes is
hereby conferred upon this Planning Commission.

Dated this 2 5 day of 42L<;2fl . 1987.
TTEST:

/;?ﬁt%ﬂ%az%z// O~ e
e ==
AU;EZEZ:;R(7'/<7ia¢Qéﬁ/é

Board of Brown County/Commissioners

FILED
JOCT 211987

MARILYN A. CALVER
COUNTY CLERK
BROWN COUNTY, NEBR.




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Brown County Boérd of Commissioners, are concerned
with the possible Scenic River designation for the Niobrara River in north
central Nebraska.

WHEREAS, the Brown County Board of Commissioners have not been
informed of the effect a Scenic River designation will have on the upkeep of

roads.
WHEREAS, the Brown County Board of Commissioners have not been

informed of the effect a Scenic River designation will have on the tributaries

to the Niobrara River. .
WHEREAS, the Brown County Board of Commissioners can protect

the area with zoning regulations and control if such controls are necessary. .
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Brown County Board

of Commissioners that the County Board opposes the Scenic River designation

for the Niobrara River in north central Nebraska.
Dated this _;_37_ _day of June, 1986.

o Lo oy ey 0l ZZL/M

County Clerk

AR N
< “’T* NS

Brbwn ,(Z'OLInf‘y/Board of Commissioners

FILFD

JUN 3 1986

.y MARILYN A. CALVER
COUNTY CLERK
BROWN COUNTY, NEBR.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the County Board of Rock County, Nebraska, is
aware of a current proposal by Senator J.J. Exon to
designate as a wild and scenic river a 76 mile stretch of
the Niobrara River, a portion of which is the northern
boundary of ‘Rock County, Nebraska, and ‘

WHEREAS, the County Board of Rock County, Nebraské 1%
informed that there have not been completed field studlas by
the appropriate federal agencies to determine if such a '
designation of the Niobrara River is an appropriate
designation, and ' ,

WHEREAS, a reading by the County Board of Rock County,
Nebraska, of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act indicatesfthat
such studies are required before such a designation may be
made, and -

WHEREAS, the County Board of Rock County, Nebraska,
believes that it is improper and unwise to make such a
designation until the legally required studies have been
completed, .and an appropriate determination can be made as
to the appropriateness of'such a designation.

NOW THEREFORE, be it hereby resolved by the County
Board of Rock County, Nebraska, that the County Board of
Rock County, Nebraska, does hereby go on record as being
opposed to a designation of any portion of the Niobrara
River as a wild and scenic river until such time as there
has been completed the appropriate field studies and
evaluations by the éppropriate federal'agencies, and &

a
proper determination has been made by such agencies as to

‘the benefits of such a classification or designation.

COUNTY BOARD OF COMMIS2IONERS

By/ //\ %%/g '@V;’//&ﬂ){/
JZ’ L }@67ﬂ4§f/«/ v
ﬂﬁv AQ | Uth

ATTEST:

ounty cferk




CHERRY COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Jan. 31, 1989

The Board of Cherry County Commissioners met on this date January 31, 1989 as per
notice in the Valentine Newspaper and in the office of the County Clerk; the agenda
being on file in the office of the County Commissioners. Present at this meeting were
County Commissioners Lila Churchill, William Ward, and Zale Quible. Also present were
County Clerk Tom Elliott and County Surveyor Lloyd Smith.

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 A.M. The minutes of the last meeting
were read. The Chairman of the Board asked for any corrections or addition$; there
being none, the Chairman declared the minutes approved as read. :

Gloria Davis reported to the Board that an insurance inspector had checked the
County buildingé and that a written report would be prepared and submitted by the com-
pany.

" Brent Peterson met with the Board to arrange a meeting for February 28.

Bill Dill discussed some tax foreclosure properties and was advised to proceed.

Commissioner Ward made a motion to appoint Lloyd Smith as Cherry Ccunty Highway
Superintendent for 1989. Commissioner Churchill seconded the motion. Roll call vote
was taken. All were in favor and the motion carried. ,

Commissioner Ward moved that the current Board of Commissioners re-affirm their
support of a Resolution dated June 10, 1986 stating the Board's opposition to the
concept of the Niobrara River being designated a Scenic River. The motion was secon-
ded by Commissioner Churchill. Roll call vote was taken. All were in favor and the
motion carried.

The motion to approve all ctaims was made by Commissioner -Churchill. The second

was made by Commissioner Ward. Roll call vote was taken. All were in favor and the

motion carried.

( T
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RESOLUTI®ON

WHEREAS, the United States ‘Government has proposed that a
a part of the Niobrara River in North central Nebraska be
designated as a Scenic River, ang,

WHEREAS, the County Board of Cherry County, Nebraska, has
determined that additional Federal Government regulations and
control of the Niobrara River and adjacent land is unnecessary,
unworkable and interferes with operation of the County by
the County Commissioners and further interfereswith operation
useability and enjoyment of the river and related real property by
residents of and citizens of Cherry County, Nebraska and the
State of Nebraska, generally.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF CHERRY
COUNTY, NEBRASKA, that the County Board goes on record as being
in opposition to designation of the Niobrara River in North central
Nebraska as a Scenic River by the Government of the United States
of America. Be it further resolved that the County Board of Cherry
County, Nebraska, is in support of regulation or control of the
Niobrara River area, when and where necessary by the local County

Board and Local Natural Resource District.
DATED this /g P day of [}, o , 1986.

COUNTY BOARD OF CHERRY COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS,

/

FILED -/ -t
BOOK /- Rec. P. /SD




Bepa Puhr ounty Commissioners

State of ﬁehru;hu
B.ox 349

Springview, Nebraska 68778

December 27, 1988

RESOLUTION

The Keya Paha County Bgard of Commissioners by this resolution
convey our opposition to any attempt to force the Scenic River
Designation on the Tocai pcople.

The Scenic River proposal is not in Keya Paha County's best

interest. 4

/
/ . .
'~ . - ":/

ichenberger, Chairman
4

)

~Lar¥y Shepperd 7/

Ted A E
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i RESOLUTION #89-1
l : : OF THE A
HOLT COUNTY BGARD OF SUPERVISORS

WHEREAS: Man has been ordained as the guyardian of our nation's natural resources;

and

- WHEREAS: Concerned farmers and ranchers living along the Niébrara River have long
been wise stewards of this natural resouvrce for the people of Nebraska; and

|
1
|

Continued wise use of the Niobrara River is in the best interests of the

/.

- WHEREAS:

people of Nebraska and the United States; and

WHEREAS: The Niobrara River has provided irrigation and livestock water for the
people living along this river; and

WHEREAS: The people of North Central Nebraska have confidence in the continued
wise use of this natural resource by the people who live along the Niobrara River; and

WHEREAS: Proposed, efforts in Washington, D.C. to have part of the Niobrara River
added to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers system, against the wishes of a majority

of the people living along that river; and

o
i

WHEREAS: The proposed Wild and S%énic Rivers designation is merely a ploy to take
away the future irrigation potential of this natural resouce for future Nebraska
generations; and

WHEREAS: Local control rather than federal manjates has long been regarded as a
hallmark of a free American people; ’

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the. Holt Gounty Board of Supervisors opposes
ny.attempt to enter any portion of the Niobrara River into the Wild and Scenic Rivers
ystem; and A . - .

The
which do
Niobrara

The

adoption,

Melcher,

None.
* o* & %

Holt County Board of Supervisors will continue to oppose such moves by groups
not live near nor have vested interests in the continued well-being of the
River and the people who live along that river.

foregoing resolution was introduced by Supervisor Reynoldson, who moved its
"The motion was seconded by Supervisor Funk. Voting Aye: Young, Reynoldson,
Schaaf, Funk, Davis and Krugman. Voting Nay: None. Motion carried. Absent:

**.*fcﬁ'ﬁ‘*ﬁ************ﬂ‘*‘)‘rﬁ'ﬁ'ifﬁ{'ﬁﬂ**%{‘*fr***
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RESOLUTION

0PPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED WILD AND SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION

WHEREAS, Nebraska Senator Exon has decided to reintroduce legisla-
tion that would designate a 76 mile stretch of the Niobrara River
as being Wild and Scenic; and

WHEREAS, Much of that proposed stretch of the Niobrara River lies
within the Middle Niobrara Natural Resources District; and

WHEREAS, The Middle Niobrara Natural Resources Wistrict has joined
with several other organizations in supporting an economic plan

‘é% for the development of the land and water resources of the
Niobrara River Basin.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the
Middle Niobrara Natural Resources District oppose the proposed
scenic river designation until such & time that a an economic wa-
ter and land use plan for the Niobrara River Basin is funded and
developed.

ADOPTED ON THE NINTH DAY OF FEBRUARY NINETEEN HUNDRED EIGHTY-NINE

//_) ~ ‘
z /;(\'\r/. ‘\—/ . ',L//
//.//74/’-':/%;(/)’\)—7%/ (\ o )
d ' ROBERT GASS
BOARD CHAIRMAN




UPPER ELKHORN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT
Board of Directors Meeting
December 20, 1989

CALL TO ORDER:

The December meeting of the Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District was
held a: the Courthouse Annex Meeting Room in O’Neill, NE at 1:30 P.M. The
meeting was called to order by Chairman Jim LaRue at 1:35 P.M.

LIRECTORS PRESENT:
Zlmer Olberding, Reginald Green, John Dvorak, Jim LaRue, Walter Fick, Rich
Unrenholdt, Bud ‘Knuth, Jim. Keller, Roy Stewart, and Cliff Sobotka.

DIRECTORS ABSENT: .
Ted Hughes, Bob Chilvers, Mer Jand Clark, Alfred Straka and Ralph Garwood.

GUESTS PRESENT:
Clinton VonSeggern - Scribner, NE
Steve Grube - SCS - Neligh

Robert Lowe - 8CS - 0’Neill

STAFF PRESENT:

Paul A. Mann - General Manager
Dennis Schueth - Assistant Manager
Doris Price - District Secretary

MINUTES:

The minutes of the November Meeting were reviewed by the Directors. It was
moved by Jim Keller and seconded by Rich Uhrenholdt to approve the minutes.
AYE: Olberding, Dvorak, Fick, Unhrenholdt, XKnuth, Keller, & Sobotka. NAY:
None. ABSTAIN: Green. MOTION CARRIED.

TREASURERS REPORT:

[t was moved by Rich Uhrenhnldt and seconded by Elmer Olberding to abprove
the November Treasurers Report. AYE: Olberding, Green, Dvorak, Fick,
Jrhrenholdt, Xnuth, Keller, & Stewart. NAY: None. MOTION CARRIED.

AGENCY REPORTS: " 8y

SCS Repert: Bob Lowz presented 9 FSA Plans for signature. He reported that
th2y hacd an auditor from the Office of the Inspector General auditing the
FG8A Plans.

Steve Grube reported that they have built 20 thousand feet of terraces and
the FSA planning is 998% finished.

IC&D:
¥Yarion Gertsch is retiring and there is a reception for him at the RC&D
Cffice on December 28, 1989.

NARD Repor®:
Walt noted that the minutes are all in the folders. The legistiature will
converie 1n January and the Legislative conference will he January 2¢ and 30




@

:%tmthe—Cornhusker.Hotel in Lincoln. -

NRC Report: :

Clinton VonSeggern explained the formula to be used for distributing NSWCP
money will be brought up at the January Meetingc. Clinton stated that the
biggest demand for this money is from the Nemaha and Little Blue NRD’s.
EXCUSED ABSENCES: ’

It was moved by John Dvorak and seconded by Claus Knuth to approve the ab-
sences of Alfred Straka, Ralph Garwood, Merland Clark, Ted Hughes and Bob
Chilvers. AYE: Olberding, Green, Dvorak, Fick, Uhrenholdt, Knuth, Keller,
Stewart & Sobotka. NAY: None. MOTION CARRIED.

VOTING DELEGATE TO LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE:

Jin LaRue was elected delegate and Elmer Olberding was elected as alternate
to the Conference. Jim LaRue will also attend the meetings for Walt as As-
sociation Delegate.

ASSISTANT MANAGERS REPORT: .

Dennis reported he has been working on getting the Chemigation data in the
computer and getting ready to do reports. He had a report for each director
in their folders. 143 permits were not renewed this year and we will send a
letter to these people to see why not.

LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE:
The Legislative Conference in January 29 & 30 and we will be taking our
Senators and wives out to dinner on Monday night. We will be able to send
in registrations from the office if any one wants us to.

s
WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT: )
The New Water Quality Committee elected Rich Uhrenholdt as chairman of their
Committee. He reported that the Committee met on December Il in the morning
with Comnmittee Members and Dave Gosselin present. In the afternoon the Com-
mittee met with Keith Drury of the Lower Niobrara NRD and two of their Di-
rectors. They would like to repeat the 1976 study which was done and we
will cooperate with them on this. The Committ%e will meet before the
January Board Meeting in the morning. The Committee felt that the Groundwa-
ter Management Plan needs to be reviewed as it has been five years since 1t
was done. They feel that we have collected enough data to define our prob-
lem areas and probably something will have to be done about these areas
soon. \
The Committee also discussed water quantity.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND/OR ACTION CONCERNING NIOBRARA NATIONAL PARK AND NIOBRARA
RIVER SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION:

It was moved by Elmer Olberding and seconded by Bud Knuth to have the Upper
Elkhorn NRD go on record as being opposed to the Bereuter and Exon plan for
a Wildlife and Scenic Area and o Naticnal Park designation. Discussion was
held. It was moved by Rich Uhrenholdt and secondgd by Reg Green to table
this motion. AYE: Uhrenholdt, and Green. NAY: Sobotka, Knuth, Fick,
Olberding, Dvorak, Stewart & Keller. MOTION DEFEATED.

Vote on original motion: AYE; Keller, Stewart, Dvorak, Olberding, Fick,
Knuth. NAY: Green, Uhrenholdt. MOTION CARRIED.



Tt was moved byARoyrS{ewarL~and.seconded by Walt Fick to have the Upper
d in support.Qf,the,Niobrara,Basinféﬁ???bﬁﬁéﬁ?il—Tﬁt_"—
d to support this Commission with some funds. Dis-
cussion. It was moved by Rich Uhrenholdt and seconded by Reg Green to table
this until the January meeting. AYE:Keller,AStewart, Dvorak, Olberding,
Fick, Uhrenholdt, Sobotka & Green. NAY: None. MOTION TO TABLE CARRIED. We
will have a member of this Committee at our next meeting to explain their

Elkhorn NRD go on recor
provement Commission an

program to us.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:
Paul reported attending a meeting in Plainview for Fertilizer dealers, Ex-

tension, SCS And NRD personnel. The purpose of this was to get the dealers
together and discuss sOme of the water quality issues. We will try to have
a meeting similar to this in O’'Neill soon.

Paul attended the Sioux City Conservation Banquet and reported a good turn-
out from our winners. Other items mentioned by Paul were: Bazile Triangle
group meeting in Norfolk, Erosion problems in Rock County which he and Roy
Stewart looked into and the Atkinson State Lake which is still in the Budget
and it is pretty much up to the Governor now. There are some new sources of
funds which will help. $50,000.00 is available from the Land and Water
Funds and $60,000.00 is available from the Fish and Wildlife Dept. There 1is

still a $360,000.00 pricg tag on this.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was
adjourned at 3:45 P. .




RESOLUTTION

By the reports given and the press releases we feel the
Natural Resources Commission Staff, Dayle Williamson and Jim
Cook, had made their minds made up before contact with local

organizations.

WHEREAS, the local landowners in the Niobrara Basin are
concerned about the designation of 76 miles of the Niobrara
River as a Scenic River.

WHEREAS, the Director and Legal Council of the Nebraska
Natural Resources Commission did not meet with the local land-
owners that had done an excellent job of taking care of the
Niobrara for generations.

WHEREAS, the designation of the river is now causing de-
lay of erosion control structures to prevent the sediment and
degrading of the tributaries s+ream beds by having to get a
Permit to design the structures from the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and the Department of Environmental Control. Federal
Legislation 33-USC Sec.403 paragraph 320 to 330.

WHEREAS, the landowners have contacted the Lowér Niobrara
Natural Resources District for help asking for a study. An
appropriate study would give the local landowners some answers

and input on their concerns.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Honorable Governor Orr be re-
quested to meet and tour the area with these landowners.

Adopted by the Lower Niobrara Natural Resources District on
this Fifth day of February, 1990. T
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Si{;\, SOCIETY FOR RANGE MANAGEMENT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
1839 YORK STREET
DENVER, COLORADO 80206

March 22, 1990 - (303) 355-7070

Don Zwiebel, President

Niobrara River Basin Preservation Association
310 N. Main

Ainsworth, NE 69210

Dear Mr. Zwiebel:

We are enclosing a copy of the correspondence sent to the U.S. Senate Committe on Enerqgy
and Natural Resources, the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, Congressmen
Peter Hoagland and Doug Bereuter, and Senator Gordon J. Humphrey. This correspondence
was developed at our Annual Meeting by the SRM Public Affairs Committee, and

subsequently approved by our Board of Directors, to address the issue of proposed Wild
and Scenic River legislation.

While this correspondence was written to address Wild and Scenic River designations in

general, it was precipitated by concerned members of our Society who may be directly
affected by the Niobrara River designation. .

I hope this is of some help to your organization and if we can answer any other
questions you may have, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

B2LO 2~

Peter V. Jacdkson
Executive Vice President

PVJ/jf
Enclosure

cc w/encliosure: Ann Applet, Office Manager, Niobrar;_Riyér Basin Preseration Assn.
C. Rex Cleary, President, Society for Réhge Management




\ | SOCIETY FOR RANGE MANAGEMENT

C. Rex Cleary
2398 Centennial Drive
P.O. Box 16
Genoa, NV 89411

March 1, 1990

The Honorable Peter Hoagland

hited States House of Representatives
Longworth House Office Building

Room 1415

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Hoagland:

The Society for Range Management is a professional organization dedicated to sound management of
rangeland resources. Since 1948 our membership of more than 5,000 professionals has made many
significant contributions in the development of ecologically sound management principles and
strategies for rangeland resources in the United States and other countries.

Proposed Wild and Scenic River legislation (HR 761, S280, HR 3823) for the Niobrara River in Nebraska
would directly and indirectly affect management of a substantial amount of rangeland and associated
resources. Scenic river designation is but one method available for the maintenance of current
resource values. The Society strongly encourages a preliminary study be conducted prior to enacting
specific legislation. We endorse rational evaluation and development of management objectives,
practices and policies. The importance of this process is clearly recognized in the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969. Once the proposed objectives are clearly stated, an array of
alternatives must be considered.

Should scenic river designation be determined to be the most appropriate alternative, procedures for
assessment of "normal" or "acceptable" activities need to be clearly presented in the final
legislation. The camposition of the advisory council should be interdisciplinary and include the
necessary expertise to address all natural resource uses within the designated area. The proposed
advisory council should include one or more individuals with academic training and field experience in
range management.

The Society also considers the provision for surface activities necessary for the exploration and

development of natural gas and petroleum resources to the exclusion of all other additional uses to be
inappropriate.

We appreciate your corcideraticn of our concerns. The Society membership consists of individuals and
groups with an array of range resource expeitise and we stand ready to pruvide you with further
assistance. RS

Sincerely yours,

A

.

Z. Rex Cleary
President

cc: Jack Maddux, President, Nebraska Section, SRM
Irene Graves
SRM Board of Directors

S Public Affairs Camnmittee
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SENT TO:

Congressman Peter Hoagland

Congressman Doug Bereuter

Senator Gordon J. Humphrey

Senate Committee on Energy and Natura} Resources

House Commititee on Interior and Insular Affairs

o
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11990 Policy

We support promotion and use of deoradable containers
made from agricultural products.

U.S. Army  Corps of Engmeers

authority 131
We support legislation to amend Section 404 of the Clean

Water Act to restrict the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’

authority to waterways used for the transportation of interstate

and foreign commerce, or which can beé made navigable for

these purposes with reasonable effort. We urge that legisla- . . -
tion be enacted to clarify the Corps of Engineers’ respon- .

sibilities and to restrict these responsibilities to those which
it exercised prior to 1972.

We are opposed to dredge -and-fill regulatlons be1ng apphed
to agricultural land.

We support leglslatlon to enable farmers and ranchers to
protect their property from streambank erosion without un-
due delay or domination by the Corps of Engineers. ..

Landowners experiencing flood losses in excess of their lease
compensation should be reimbursed for their. damages. ;

The Corps of Engineers should make - payment of damages ;

to farmers, for lands lost to erosion or: ﬂoodmg on. nvers
resulting from new navigation locks and dams. - . A

The release of water from Corps of Engineers’ lakes should e

be handled in a manner to prevent flooding of low. lying
downstrecam lands. Removal of log jams and the impediments
caused by them should be a part of routrne rnamtenance pro-
grams on these outlet streams.

International water agreements 132
The United States should seek reasonable agreements and

cost participation with Mexico and Canada on mutual water

management and quality concerns.

Coal slurry pipelines * 133
Federal legislation dealing with coal siurry plpehnes should:
(1) Respect state water laws and protect such laws from

threats of nationalization under the Interstate Commerce Clause

of the U.S. Constitution;

(2) Respect state laws concerning pmp rty rrghts and emi-
nent domain procedures;

(3) Require payments to owners for ¢ lamagcs to thcxr prop—

*~We endorse: the conceptvo equiring -stateapproval : fo

to create federal reserved water nghts when it prov1ded for

the ‘designation of wﬂdemess areas:"We believe’ any water
rights claimed for any public lands should be subject:to ac-

‘quisition only under state water rights’ law and subject to doc- .

trine of unexercised. rights, ‘which' would' give those lands

pnonty below those water rights which have been exercised -

by prevxous use.

‘wﬂdemess desrgnatlon

. the affected locahty and state. We oppose’ the Envu’onmental
Protecnon Agency (EPA) becormng mvolved m any wilderness %

- We recommend that any desxgnated \vﬂdemess area (m-;_m_
cludmg roads and trails) which has, beerir ‘élosedW ned
_ to the public and to. mulnple use on the pehtrorrof a majonty

(3) Requlre Congress t make final wﬂdemess desrgnatlons
-within-time limits;

“(4)-Require control of ﬁre ‘noxious weeds ‘ms

diseases where: theéy.pose a threat o adjacent mulnple-nse areas
- and private ‘property, or the-wilderness area jtself; ="
~.(5) Protect ‘the: detenoratmg quahty of alpine wﬂdemess

streams from infectious contamination resulting from high'¢on-

centrations-of humans: without: benefit -of: samtary faexlmes
" This goal would be ‘achieved-by:’ F LTSS G

(a) limiting the" number of persons granted access to

wrldemess areas; and "
(b): requn'e the mstallatxon of adequate samtatlon accom-

_modations in critical areas adJacent to stream beds i order '

to protect human health; and

#H6) Reéquest USDA and the 'U:S. bepartment of Intenor to

redefine their interpretation of ‘*roads’’ ‘as’ ‘any.roads whlch

. are mmntauibd for:vehicular traffi¢’re ther than the, deﬁhluon :

-:Wlldhfe management

-We also urge

" lands and to requlre a program of wrldhfe disease control

2 -_ wrthrn the park system.

“We oppose removing the National Park Service from the
Department of Interior. _

: 137
: In most states wildlife utilizes pnvate lands for habitat

~landowners should ‘be compensated for. camage. We favor
‘Lquannﬁcatlon of game animals as an essential step in deter-

<~mining the contribution private landowners are making to the

.,public recr:ation. In addmon, there is an increased need to

afeguard farmers, and ranchers from crop and livestock
damage czused by game ‘animals, ‘migratory fowl, certain

'\spec1es of birds and predatoxy animals. The spread of nox-

1ous weeds from game preserves is a+problem in some areds.
Many species of wildlife and mrgratory birds forage on

épnvate:property,thh .no;recourse. available to the prope

“owner. We. questxon the’ leg:uty of thxs exemptron from j:y ’

3 normal Iegal ProCess. whxch represen.s a taking of private prop—

tty rights without due. - process.- We/favor 2 court challeng
o'this concept. and relmbursement to .the farmer for losses
: the order: _Tequifing openings in net wire
] ‘aceess be rescinded. Farmers should
have the nght 15 protect their ¢ crops from destruction by wildlife

“and migratory birds. When wildlife and nmigratory birds enter-
- private land to: graze consume or. transverse crops, the land-

~owner should. neither be hcld hable nor restncted from ap—

=] p1ymg approved pesticides:

- We ‘favor.the. retention of wild game ownershrp by the

- vanous states. However, the present policy of allowing wildlife

to graze, without .charge, on’ federal lands. threatens state
ownership and.control.of wildlife, herds This federal pohf:y

2.of not assessmg a grazing fee is dlscrumnatory to other graz-
~* -ing users who pay for forage on’an animal-unit-month basis.
-As an effort to ensure equity in the use of our federal lands,

we favor a polxcy which would treat wildlife on an equal basxs

. with other grazing privileges. l

- We oppose any legislation to ban the use of the steel- Jawed
leg-hold traps.

--We recommend the huntmg season be adjusted in certain areas
to help control damage caused by wildlife and migratory birds.

. USDA should assume contro] of the ‘Animal Damage Control
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(3) Require. payments.to owners for damages to their, prop-
~ (4) Pri that a state ‘which has™a water compact with
another s hall receive credit for the arnount of water that
is transported to the other state in a coal slurry pipeline and
ensure: : R R e P R

(a) that the'use and appropriatio‘n Aof water for all iniérstate .

coal slurry pipelines, not just those that use the right of federal
eminent domain, be made pursuant to the law of the state where .
. the diversion takes place;” " 750 s e e
(b) that if a state denies a water permit or exercises condi-
tions on such a permit or authorization, up to’ and including
termination, this exercise’ will  not" be prohibited 'as ‘an
unreasonable burden on interstate commerce; < i
(c) that federal reserved water can ouly be used in acoal’
slurry  pipeline if’State law is fully complied with; and%
(d) that'nothing in the law shall alter i2 an “fbvgyﬁan provi--
sion of state.law or interstate compact.- - oo
- . We.oppose legislation which grants the: ight‘of federal
‘nent domain to‘any additional entity exceptin crossing ‘prop--
erty controlled by another carrier- whichalready has federal -
eminent domain authority. . . . g g )

Wilderness areas =~~~ £oNETA3

We assert that areas.designated.as'wilderness cannot prop- -
erly be.classified asa component of multipie use because these -
‘areas recgive no management. ‘Experiencs has shown that the.:

~no management"’ concept applied to certain areas under the
:Wilderness sé;ious da:

tion of the ) rcponderag@e_;’p_ff.‘cﬁd_q as.dem
onstrated tha removal” of “all “dn-made’ faciliti
resulted ‘in’ sanitation and_ health probleras’ that.

values the act was designed 9 préserve, Fetablished

criteria further. threaten such areas by prohibiting th

ment of power tools-and vehicles-in’ watershed:managem

trail maintenance;-soil treatment, nQxious weed control,; waste .

management and fire protection: . ..., - Blos s
We oppose expansion of wilderness arcas. We oppose either .

an express or im;jlied:reservation of water or water-rights for -

ploy-
ment;

wilderness or special management areas. We urge re-evalua-':
tion of all existing wilderness areas.’ However, if-'wilderness. ..

legislation becomes imminent, we should “workto: protect .-
private property rights'and thetraditional multiple-use prac- -+
tices on public land. A state Farm Bureau has the option to -
supportt federal legislation to minimize wilderness designations
within that state. ; RPAGR I R R A
We support the position of the Department of Interior,.
solicitor ‘general opinions of July-28, 1988, and the concur-.
rence of the atforney general, stating Congress did not intend

. 4 'gQvernment'to, preserve scenic
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. “are maintained for-vehici
% Eoa < iAo 0§ Ay Sl
~*which cornisidered onlycons

- USDA should '.E.sSe
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“control o_f‘iht; Animal Damage Control

“Which cori <o Q53N for migratory, watesfow] as ~~=--ribed by Congress.
as legal roads in deten g roadle; ot LIS We recommend that the hunting a for all migratory
- Graziers operating Wit..... wesignated wilderness areas should  birds begin on a Saturday or other firsi noliday morning and
“ be-allowed to care for their livestock, range’‘improvementand  end on a Sunday or other last holiday evening. -

fences; and control ‘predators in’‘the traditional manner.
-We“urge ‘Congress to open ‘the “Alaska- Arctic National
Wildlife' Refuge Coastal “Plain to_environmentally ‘responsi-
Tation,’development and production: -
al; causes :should be salvaged. :

“ble oil and gas expl

responsibility:for a river which is -
by:astateWe oppose adding more

Ies
beingiadequately managed
~Tiyers. nd ‘adjoiningland to t . )
“Rivers System and urge re-cvaluation of all existing wild'and
ségnibjxi_ve'rs_.f;Wé};_be;_i'e_vgg‘r.hét:'llar_ld?gg'g’uir'édg by the federal -

nic riverways should be returned,

he original owners subject to.a Scenic easement to.be re- -
 tained by the Fovernment.. <~ L ke -

“'to:the ori

k¢ buffer. zones?
‘comprehensive plan
or the management and use of non-federally owned landsiand. -
waters by any federally ‘created co
-quisition of land in"any state by the:federalgovernment; or
“any agency thereof; should-be subject to'th alcof the
"legislature -of - the state involved.:: . S
“ We oppose ‘addition of any.land tc our national park’
‘The National Park Service should cease efforts to condemn
) cquire:pri_\'jgtelybeﬂed'~farfnldijfl-and ranchland .within’

%
¥

and g

the boundaries ‘of national ‘parks.’
" i We support legislation to'allow ‘agfi
conducted ‘within national parks.whe
basis for such a use. We oppose th
" parks‘as wilderness areas. Ssidaeg Bk g
. We favor improved access roads through national parks to
~allow:motorized accessto these natural resource areas. s’ -
- :We support regulations that- would cause the Nations Park -
+ Service to ‘control the wandering of their wildlife onto private

3

@ icultural activities to be
len there is an’historical
e'designation ‘of national .

" approve and encourage; through inspection of me
_ methods, the sale and/or

-

to the: National: Wild:and Scenic -~

- ‘damages incurred if the
to be endangered;. ... -

" “endangered-species

mmission:or. agency.-:Ac- .,
+ Teceive:wide dissemination

-~ We request that the U.S, ‘Fish -and Wildlife Service be re-
quired to plant acreage in all national wildlife réfugc§ to crops
suitable for feed for wildlife and pay damages t6 Tandowrlers
+in adjacent areas.’ ' .. - Tt
. Where deer damage oc

urs,stﬁtlefa{;xd federal agencies shole

at and otper

donation of .venison. - i
138

_Endangered species® . .
The National Endangered Species Act should be amended
to_ provide 17 e N AT i RO I
;. (1) Listing a species as endangered shall be upon that basis
-alone and not on the basis of ‘“rarity;”’ i [
% (2).The law shall not encroach upon economic agricultural
~or silvicultural practices; o g et o T o
. -(3) Proof of a species being endangered shall Be on the peti-
. tioner or the Department of the Interior and not on the general
. public; el VRN v e v Ly
.-(4)"A person proposing-an animal or plant be designated

~ias an -endangered - species .be ‘required to post ‘a. bond 'for

,spct:i'es\ are subsequently.not found
~#43) The federal government is strictly liable for any and all
injuries or damaggs to persons or property caused by or in
any-way ‘arising‘out of. the relocation or re-establishment of
cies, especially Camnivora'such as wolves and
obears T ba T B St RO
-5 (6) Scientific'data supporting the inclusion of a species shall
: tolandowners and private organiza-

- *tions Tepresenting:the rights of - these landowners: ;
-+~ (7) The grizzly beariand wolf be removed from the Federal

_Endangered Species list and that management of the grizzly-
- bear and wolf be under the:supervision of the state wherf‘: it
STeXASHS - Nienie Ny MU T LA 7 R R O
.- “(8):Where 'there “is a ‘conflict, human need. for food and
~energy shall have priority- over the protecticn of endangered
species;. SR RO R e T L |
E(9) Endangered species ‘may be taken or removed from
“private lands if causing damage to private property or if pay-
‘ment ‘of -compensation by the federal government is not
“ (10) If endangered species are transpianted into other argas
by the Department of the Interior, that the act does not plro—

" TN
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STATE POLICY RESOLUTIONS APPROVED FOR 1989

1) Request Secretéry of State to 1i%t escheated lands held by his
Department.

2) call for comprehensive stddy of state and local taxing
authority. '

3) Require Game Commission to submit a range management plan to.
help prevent such as the Fort Robinson fire.

NATIONAL POLICY RESOLUTIONS APPROVED FOR 1989

1) cCall for AFBF to su organizations and enities that spread false
Or unproven claims about the safety of products in the food chain,
i.e. the Alar scare made by the National Resources Defense Council.

2) Examine abuses of the sodbuster swampbuster sections of the Farm
Bill - address the problems of interpetation of these sections.

3) Oppose the designation of the Niobrara River as a wilderness
area. If such a designation is made then the Federal government
shall reimburse the county. for lost revenue including real estate
taxes and land use. - That a specific fire control policy be
established for that area - that the government be liable for all
damage caused by fire or by the introduction of predators not now

native to the area.
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NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
INSTITUTE YOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
1600 Ruobx Isrann Avenue, N.W.

L | WASHINGTON. D.C. 20038

June 13, 1990

Congresswoman Virginia Smith
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Smiths

Tomorrow, S. 280, the bill to designate a segment of the Niobrara River In
Nebraska as a component of the Natlonal Wild and Scenlc Rivers System will be
considered on the floor of the U.5. House of Representatives.

The Natlonal Rifle Assoclation is particularly concerned with the section of the
bill directing the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study to examine the teasibility
and suitability of establishing a national park. Our concern centers around the fact that
land currently designated to allow hunting may become a national park - thus precluding
traditional activities such as hunting. ;

According to an official with the Nebraska State Game and Parks Department,
hunting is a valued activity in the area under discussion. Deer, turkey, grouse, pheasant,
squirrels, rabbit, and coyote are the primary game found in this area, Approximately 350
deer hunters account for an estimated 1,200 hunter days. An additional 370 turkey
hunters account for an estimated 1,430 hunter days (Including both fall-and spring
seasons.) The remalining species provide an additional 400 hunter days. Clearly, this is
not an area devoid of wildlife - and hunting is an important aspect in the management of
that wildlife.

The urbanizatlon of Amerlca, coupled with the trend toward designating prime
hunting land as wilderness has limited the hunters' abllity to pursue hls actlvity. The
designation of even more prime hunting land as a natlonal park - when other, less
restrictlve designations would be as effective - Is not taking Into conslderation the
multiple use value of the land.

As we cannot support this section of the bill, an amendment to remove the park-
study language from S, 280 would be supported by the Nartional Ritle Assoclation.

Thank you for your conslderation of our position on this legislation, and for your
consideration of the true American conservationist - the hunter.

Sin%:erely,

James ]. Baker
( Director
\ Federal Affairs

i
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Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the opportunity to provide your
iy Committee with the views of the Department of the Interior on
$.280. This bill would deslqnate 76 miles of the N1obrara River

in Nebraska as a component of the National w1ld and Scenic Rivers

System.

If it is amended to provide for

such a study under section S(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act, we would_,,recommend the onactment of S.280. However,%

PTERE I bt 34 & SRR |

SEYNEITTS

The Niobrara River is an outstanding river resource, and a
segment of the river was considered for immediate designation as
early as 1965 when the Wild and Scenic River legislation was

; being formulated and debated in Congress. At that time the
segment being considered extended from Nebraska Highway 87 south
of Hay Springs to U.S. Highway 83 at Valentine. This is a
segment of river immediately upstream of the segment currently

under corsideration.

i
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obrara is one of the 7 "Heartland" Rivers featured in the

rhe Ni
National Geographic society's® book jca'

§ ~r e

in tn; Nationwidé Rivers I
nal park Ser

e

nvgntory published by the

vice in 1982, 2 gegment from Antelope creek near

Natio
Highway 81 downstream to the éonfluence with the Keya paha, was
1dentified as having outstanding scenic, recreational, geologic,
fish, wildlife, and cultural values. It encompasses all cf the
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2. Eligibility - The study would establish the eligibility

of the Niobrara River within 11m1ts set by a study b111.

I — o 3
A study could assess the ellg1b111ty of all or parts of the

253 miles listed in the inventory.

3. Boundary Options - ‘The study would also recommend

general boundaries related to the nationally significant

Y "";1.0 rd:
out dgfo&a.

the ’é.v

5%

A, SRS APRSRY
4. Classification Options - The study would avaluate the
suitability of various river segments for_designation as

wild, scenic, and/or recreational components of the National

Wild and Scenic River System.
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$.280 also includes a variety of specific provisions which we

would prefer to see developed through the management planning
process required by section 3(d)(1) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers

Act. These include:
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necessary to assure availability of funds for the entire study

is
period.
In s\',m'nary, Mr. Chairman, the Niobrara is valuable river resource

worthy of heing considered as a potential component of . the

President then makes his recommendation to Congress with respect

to designation of the river as a component of the National Wild

and Scenic Rivers System. Such a study would cost approximately

$200,000.
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Cattlemen See Danger m

By Paul Goodsell ~ =
WORLDHERALDBUREAU
“\Washington — Scenic-river status for
Nebraska’s Niobrara River would be a
inistake and would set a precedent for
future scenic-river designations involv-
ing privately cwned land, the head of
the National Cattlemen’s Association
said Friday.

«I can tell you, we're extremely
concerned whenever a river is declared
wild and scenic,” said John Lacey, the
association’s president. - :

Lacey commented at a press confer-

ence held to discuss the association’s

position on various issues.

*J. Burton Eller Jr., senior vice presi-
dent of the cattlemen’s group, said the
Niobrara proposal is unique because
the 76-mile stretch scheduled for desig-
nation runs almost exclusively through

rivate land.

" «It’s unlike any other wild and scenic
river that's ever been proposed,” he
said. ““It’s a private-property issue.”

Sen. J.J. Exon, D-Neb., said his
scenic-river bill would not take proper-
ty away from landowners. The most
that the National Park Service could do
would be to acquire a scenic easement
from a landowner, which would block
development along the river but would
not take the land away from the individ-
ual ovmor, Fxons ad.

N os. soch easements would be pus
chased only from a willing selier, he
said. But up to 5 percent of the land
along the river could be subject 10
forced easements, at fair-market value,
in order to block a threat to the river’s
scenic nature, he said.

~._Exon said the cattlemen’s group is

r;__——————‘—‘—‘_”"

misinformed if it believes that the
scenic river designation would take
land away from property OWners. He
said his bill would not affect grazing
along the river.

Lacey said his organization does not

pose attempts 10 preserve Tivers.
However, it wants to stop incr
acquisition of private property by the
federal government.

«We need to be very careful that we
don't ¢ crdoit,” he <aid.

The cattlemen also are concerned
about restrictions on grazing on federal-

Scenic-River Status

ly ownied land.

In other matters, Lacey said the beef
industry is enjoying “the most favor-
able conditions we’ve seen in 50 years.”

Cow-calf producers should do partic-
ularly well, he said, while feeders and
meat packers should expect some ‘“up-
and-down” times the next few years.

The cattlemen’s association will bat-
tle efforts by the dairy industry toputa
dairy herd buyout in the 1990 farm bill,
Lacey said. A dairy buyout by the,
fcueral governmei several vears ago
hurt cattle prices, he said. -
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March 20,

-
..

/ﬁe Honorable Peter Hoagland
#U.S. House of Representatives
- 7~1415 Longworth House Office Bmilding
" washington,~D.C. 20515-2702

Dear Mr. Hoagland:

You have grossly misrepresented the National Cattlemen’s Association (NCA) on

the Niobrara Scenic River designation proposal!

I was appalled to hear qu disputed Bob Sears and the Nebraska Cattlemen on
NCA’s position at the local hearings last Friday. You attributed your hearsay

information to me. I was also amazed toO read in the March 17, 4
that you said the NCA "did not have concerns over the proposed designation™. This

is just not so! I’ve never discussed this matter with you or your staff.

B0 AN St s s e e e ey

My only Hill discussions have been with Greg pallas, Chief of Staff to Senator é

Our discussions revolwed around the Senator’s bill, §.280, ard its

Exon,
ion by the federal government in the Niobrara

exemption of private land acgnisit
case, ‘ ;

38 Newens =

This prohibition of laad acquisitions does satisfy one of the main cyncerns

NCA has with any federal lands, water or conservation legislation.

\
e

However, I explained to Gxeg that there were
with the Niotbrara designation wh

cleared up. They are:

{ch need to be addressed and

X Does Niobrara bill language supercede all potentially harmful statutes of the
original Wild and Scenic Rivers Act? We don‘t think so since only specific
sections of the underlyimg act are exempted in the Niobrara praposal.

to those transactions between willing

sellers and buyers. However, the Secretary is still empowered to acquire

easements on up to 5% of the privately owned land within the coxridor. This

5% could go a long way toward totally controlling t T i

if vou only condemn the stream banks and several feet beyond. Aren’t there
How do the Niobrara

hundreds of thousands of acres within the "“corridors"?
proposals define ncorridors"? Couldn't it be the watershed as has been

* $.280 generally restricts easements

interpreted on some previous designations?

H piver frontage i3 extrerely yvaluable propcrty o a-ranch or farm; withoul full
use of river frontage the property may lose considerable equity and productive
value. ’

% Several public access easements are specifically referenced in the Niobrara

jvate land that are

pill; what about future &ccess at other locations across pr

not specified?




0, 1990 3
sgland .t

] !
son and streambank practices on

-ed_rivex? By whose permisaion?
it restricts the

power on those

Jje Secretary 1is authorized to do conservat

rivate land; <
/ith or without purchasing an easement? Whether-ox not

economic needs of the landowner? Who agrees OI has veto
practices (the landowner?)? ’

s hct statute affect the
astoral landscape and established

ery economic gurvival of the
in the Secretary’s |

he underlying wWild and Scenic River
requirements of the Niobrara to protect the p
farming and ranching 1ifestyles? What if the Vv
ranch someday depends upon changes not allowed for
comprehensive management plan that is required?

How does t

ts be preempted by the wild and scenic status?
islation was to preser
£ in-stream flow? . :

* can existing state water righ
Although the intent of the underlying leg
rights, it is not at all clear. What about control o

* The generic law of 1968 (16 U.S.C. 1274) defines Wild & Scenic values as
aesthetic, scenic, recreational, historical, archaeological values. It
1 values on designated segments (whether for

mandates that those environmenta
the purpose of public recreation or PTr
resources) outweigh agricultural use ©
the original 1968 law anticipated incluslon of
land that is now proposed around the COuUntirw.

otection/enhancement of natural
f priwate land. It does not appear that
the vast amounts of private

a€
s can be more of a problem than outright
at they are ntantamount™” to
ated. 'A full
in the Niobrara

* Conservation easements in some case
~acquisitions. Easements can be structured so th
outright acquisition, yet the owner is not £3lly compens
explanation of the intent and the authority of easement
legislation should be fully explained to the public.

* Proponents of wild and scenic designation axgue that the flexibility of the

law would prevent {nfringement of the property rights of landowners along the
specific management plans

river corridor. Yet, this same flexibility, i.e.
for each segment, could lead to different and more restrictive interpretations
How does the Niobrara bill assure that affected
tion of

of wild and scenic status.
landowners will effectively participate in deve

management plans?

lopment and jimplementa

Yes, Congressman, the NCA still has questicnos about the Niobrara.

sincerely,

J. Burton Eller; Jr,
Senior Vice president,
Government Affalirs



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
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. March 29, 1999

Honorable Virginia Smith
House of Representatives
Washington, p.cC. 20515

Dear Virginia:

e to your request for the Department’s
pending before Congress dealing with the
ell as other rivers and tributaries in the

This in in respons
views on the bills
Niobrara River as w
State of Nebraska.

We recommend the enactment of your bill, H.R. 1673.

H.R. 1673 would designate the entire Niobrara River from the
Wyoming-Nebraska State line to its confluence with the
Missouri River, including unnamed major tributaries, as a

! study river under the authority of section 5(a) of the wild
! and Scenic Rivers Act. It directs the preparation of an
methods of protecting the values and

i analysis of alternative
ratural resources of the river within one complete fiscal
year after Congress makes the funds available for this

purpose.

- i

H.R. 761, H.R. 3823, and 5. 280 would each make designations
River as components of the

of segments of the Niobrara
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. H.R. 3823 also calls
for establishment of a Niobrara-Buffalo Prairije National
Park. We have not conducted studies which might lead to a
recommendation either for or against such a park.

any component of the

Under the wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
administered by the

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System
Secretary of the Interior through the National Park Service

shall become a2 part of the National Park System. The
President has stated his firm belief that, to protect the
integrity and viability of the park system, a new area study
should be 3 prerequisite for the establishment of any new
unit of the National Park System
We cherefore strongly recommend that.Xongress follow the
bractice established under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and
pProvide for studies of the rivers to determine their
Suitability for addition to the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System. vour bill, H.R. 1673, would provide for such

1 Studies.

Celebrzing the Unied Siates Consinution
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RESCLUTION NO.

WHEREAS, the National Republican Party and the Republican Party of
Nebraska have long stood for the principle of individual rights and that
the Government should not do that which the people can adequately
accomplish; and

WHEREAS. the Republican Pafty'éf Nebraska recognizes that the
farmers and ranchers along the Niobrara River in the State of Nebraska
have taken excellent care of the River and protected it for géherations;
and

WHEREAS, the Federal Government is now proposing Federal controls
and regulations of the Niobrara River contrary to the wishes of the
majority of the people in Nebraska and a majority of the people Tiving
and owning land along the Niobrara River; and

WHEREAS, it is well recognized that the Scenic River Designation by
the Federal Government, along with the accompanying rules, regulations
and red tape, will cost the American taxpayers additional money to fund
and regulate the same at a time when the Federal Government is already
deeply in debt; and N '

WHEREAS, the Federal regulation of the Niobrara River is
unnecessary because the local Counties have already formed a management
control board and enacted temporary regulations for the protection of
said River; and

WHEREAS, such designation is contrary to Republican ideals of the
Government not doing for the people what the people can do for
themselves.

NOW, THEREFORE, it is therefore resolved that the Republican Party
of the State of Nebraska does hereby go on record as opposing the Scenic
River Designation, along with the accompanying restrictive rules and
regulations, of the Niobrara River, and further requests President Bush,
if such legislation becomes finally enacted by both Houses of Congress,
to veto the same. ' '




Testimony on behalf of the
NEBRASKA CATTLEMEN ASSOCIATION
before the

U.S. House of Representatives ;
Subcommittee on National Parks and Public Lands

on

S. 280, H.R. 761, H.R. 1673 and H.R. 3823
presented by

Mr. Bob Sears
Director

March 16, 1990

The Nebraska Cattlemen association is the spokesman for Nebraska's beef
cattle industry, which is the largest industry in the state of Nebraska. NC
represents nearly 5,000 breeders, cow/calf producers, stockers and feeders,
including 52 local county and area associations.

204 East 3rd Street, PO. Drawer 40, Alliance, NE 69301, (308) 762-3005
Executive Bualding - Suite 101, 521 South 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, (402) 475-2333




Mr. Chairman, I am Bob Sears, from Ainsworth, Nebraska, cattlefeeder and
lifetime resident and landowner in the Niobrara Basin. I am also a Board
member of the Nebraska Cattlemen association and am here today on their
behalf. I am also here on behalf of all farmers and ranchers in the State of
Nebraska, because we feel that this is landmark legislation in our State’s
history.

Our association is the spokesman for Nebraska’s beef cattle industry, which
is the largest industry in the state of Nebraska. The Nebraska Cattlemen
association represents nearly 5,000 breeders, cow/calf producers, stockers and
feeders, including 52 local county and area associations.

First, I would like to thank the subcommittee for holding a field hearing here
in Ainsworth, While a public hearing is planned later in the Capitol, it is
very difficult for most farmers and ranchers to travel to Washington,
Nonetheless, the Nebraska Cattlemen feel strongly that Congress should hear
from the people directly affected by these bills, and we have made several
requests for a local hearing. We think this is an essential first step -in
considering legislation such as this, and we urge you to take into account our
concerns.

We Nebraskans take our water seriously. It is our lifeblood--both personally
and professionally. Without water, we could not raise our crops and our
livestock. Indeed, we could not even live here. And we do recognize the
beauty of the Niobrara River. In fact, many of our members use this area
for recreational purposes, so we share many of the same values with the
sponsors of these bills.

However, we also value our personal property rights, and we believe strongly
in local control of our limited water resources. So when the Federal
government proposes to come in and condemn our land or regulate the use
of our rivers, it causes us great concern. -

State and local governments, local residents and property owners should
decide how the resources of a river area should be utilized, not outsiders
unfamiliar with our state. Here in Nebraska, we have establiched locally
controlled Natural Resource Districts to regulate water and other natural
resources. This system has worked so well that webelieve otner states may
wish to use them as a model to emulate. And it has worked so well that we
believe Natural Resource Districts, in cooperation with local county boards
and landowners, are a more appropriate way to regulate these resources than
via Federal legislation.



Privately-owned river frontage property is extremely important acreage on a
ranch, often essential to the economic viability of the entire acreage. Scenic
River designation could interfere with private landowners’ full use of their
land and established water rights and most certainly, national park
designation would. Based on the experience of property owners in other
states, the land will be devalued due to the government’s condemnation
authority and restrictive regulations. These encumbrances will surely reduce
the asset value of the land, affecting the ability of local residents to obtain
refinancing or even resell their land.

And we still do not know how these bills would affect the owners of
property along the tributaries of the Niobrara. Will these people also lose
their property rights and experience devaluation, just as those along the
Niobrara? Since no study of the impact of this legislation has been
conducted, as is customarily done when Wild and Scenic River designation is
proposed, we can only speculate.

There are peripheral issues at stake, as well. As land is condemned or.
purchased by the Federal government, it is taken off the property tax rolls.
Since property taxes provide most of the funding for Nebraska’s public
schools, other property owners will have to shoulder the additional tax
burden and cover the shortfall.

These bills also establish a preccdcnt.' In previous Wild and Scenic River
designation bills, a substantial portion of the land affected is already
publicly-owned land. This is not the case here along the Niobrara.

Mr. Chairman, the Nebraska Cattlemen association respects the right of local
residents and landowners to determine their future, including whether they
want the Niobrara designated a Wild and Scenic River. Our members who
would be affected have expressed strong opposition. In addition, we cannot
support any legislation which would allow the government to take away
personal property rights by condemning land or restricting the use of land by
its owners. It is for these reasons that we stand opposed to S. 280, H.R.
761 and H.R. 3823.

Again, thank you for holding this field hearing, and thank you for allowi
me to address this group. 7/ T A

STATE OF NEBRASKA * ' “Robert X. Sears
* 53
COUNTY OF BROWN  *

The foregoing was acknowledged before me by Robert A. Sears on the
16th day & March, 1990.

5 /o
SGUERAL NOTARY-State of Nebraska < (. 7?//5 i (( / Crt—s

BARBARA J. SEARS Notary Public
My Comm. Exp. Nov. 24, 1992
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We believe the State of Nebraska should act only as the
rc?g'ulator of water transfers and shall not assume the responsi-
bility of being the fecilitator of such transfers or sales.

We also support continuing the study of water marketing
and transfer proposals.

1990 - INCIDENTAL UNDERGROUND STORAGE. We sup-
port the appropriation of surface water for intentional and
incidental storage in groundwater acquifers. We also support
the payment of damages caused by incidental recharge.

1990 - DRAINAGE DISTRICTS. We believe elections and
control of drainage districts should be kept as local as
possible and that each precinct or sub-districts should elect
its own directors within their given district. The number of
precincts should not be limited by legislation.

1990 - WATER RECLAMATION. We encourage the State
of Nebraska to proceed with any action or development that
would store up and retain any waters of high flow season
thereby lessening flooding and yet reserving water for later
flow or dry season. We advocate better usage and discourage
waste of this greatest of resources.

1990 - IN-STREAM FLOW. In granting in-stream flow rights

we support establishing the following minimum standards:

1. No in-stream flow rights should be granted until there
has been a comprehensive study and plan=approved by
the Department of Water Resources; -

2. In-stream flow rights for the use of wildlife and recreation
should be lower in priority than domestic, agricultural
and manufacturing uses; and

3. If an application is denied by the Department of Water
Resources no reapplication for in-stream flow should be
allowed within a time period of less than five (5) years.

1990 - SCENIC RIVERS. Farm Bureau opposes the establish-
fnent of a system of wild or scenic rivers or wilderness areas
in Nebraska. We support the filing of a long range develop-

~ ment plan for any river considered to be designated as a

wild or scenic river, national park or wilderness area.

If a wild or scenic river, national park or wilderness area is
designated, we request that the federal government (1)
reimburse the county for lost revenue including real estate
taxes and land use, (2) establish a specific fire control policy
for the area, and (3) be liable for all damage caused by fire

or py the introduction of wildlife and vegetation not now
native to the area or overpopulation of wildlife to the area.

1989 - DRAINAGE OF FARMLAND. laws making it illegal

to allow drainage of farmland onto adjoining landowner's
property should have a penally section. We favor amending
state law to prohibit the drainage of water from wet lands
and tile drainage from wet meadows onto privately owned
lands and the enactment of appropriate penalties.

1989 - GROUNDWATER RIGHTS. We believe statutory
law should provide that every landowner 'ceated over a
common groundwaler aquificr should have the right Lo
reasonable use of the groundwater, but that in time of
short groundwater supply, water should be allocated accord-
ing to reasonable needs — all users should be required to
reduce withdrawal accordingly.

Preference in the use of groundwater should be, (1) domestic,
(2) agricultural, (3) manufacturing, (4) wildkfe .and (5)
recreation; however, legislation should be enacted requiring
the deepening of domestic wells to the depth of the irrigation
wells in question, before shortage of water for domestic use
is determined and before the filing of damage suits against
owners of nearby irrigation wells.

1989 - FINANCING WATER PROJECTS. We will support
cost-effective water projects that are funded by state revenue
bonds and user fees paid by those individuals who are
direct benefactors of water development projects.

1989 - WATER RESOURCES FUNDING. We favor state
funding of the Nebraska Resources Development Fund.

1987 - INTERBASIN TRANSFER OF WATER. In order to
more fully utilize the water which would otherwise flow out
of the state, we favor provision for mutually negotiated
agreements between affected water surplus and water defi-
cient Natural Resource Districts, providing for diversion of
surplus surface water not only for the developnient of irriga-
tion in dryland areas, but also for groundwater recharge.
Such agreements should assure uninhibited development
and use of irrigation in the sending (water surplus) Natural
Resource Districts and that water would be diverted only in
the off season or when the surplus (flood water) exists.
Inherent in such agreement should be the maximum effi-
ciency in management of water resources in the receiving
water deficient area.

1986 - RECLAMATION PROJECTS. We believe reservoir
river flow water previously allocated to irrigation districts
by the Bureau of Reclamation shail not be reallocated to
new reclamation projects (i.e. Deer Creek Reservoir at Casper,
Wyoming).




Whereas the issue of whether 76 miles of fhe Niobrara River should be designated ¥
as a Scenic River under Federal Legislation curfently being proposed is aiso a
fundamental state issuc on which state AND LOCAL government. entities should

properly and fairly have input, and, )

Whereas, resolution of controversy over such designation properly involves
obtaining clear cut answers to fundamental questions as to what offect and
impacts the proposed legislation will or will not have upon such things as water
rights, existing practices and laws on canoeing, fishing, hunting and camping,
grazing for livestock, and other property rights, and

Whereas, the goals of Federal Scenic River Legislation can probably be accomplished
by a system of local controls and protection and regulations as has been ovidenced
in places like Minnesota with respect to the Mississippi river, and,

Whereas, Senator J. James Exon has publicly stated and promised that,

"I believe this is a worthy idea, but I also want to develop a consensus on the
best way to achieve this goal and enhance the entire area....I would not be part
of any proposition which is not supported by a majority of those living along
the river." , (Norfolk Daily News, 17 September 1985, copy attached), and,

Whereas, a public hearing by the Natural Resources Committee of the Nebraska
Legislature would afford citizens of Nebraska their first real opportunity to
voice their opinion on the issue of the Scenic Rivers designation; would afford
all citizens, whether currently in favor of or opposed to the Scenic Rivers
proposal, the opportunity to have questions answered in depth on the specific
issues of the proposed legislation's effects on Water Rights, Txisting practices
and laws on canoeing, fishing, hunting and camping, grazing for livestock, and
other property rights, and would afford the opportunity to determine whether a
"...majority of those living along the river..." do in fact support or oppose
the Scenic Rivers Designation, ’

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

I. That the Legislature's Natural Resources Committee designate a time and place
where such a hearing can be held to seek input from all sides to this controversy
and then hold said hearing;

2. That the Legislature's Natural Resources Committee take appropriate measures
to contact all interested parties to this issue to insure that the specific
questions and issues identified above can be specifically addressed and answered
by qualified and competent witnesses;

3. That the Legislature's Natural Resources Committee take such measures as are

reasonably necessary to obtain information as to whether the Sceni- Rivers

proposition is or iz not supported by a majority of those living along the river;
L

4. And that the Legislature's Natural Resources Committee report back to thoe

Legislature on the findings of the Committee and the outcome of the hearing.

Nebraska Water Resources Association

Lincoln Mall Building, 1320 Lincoln Mall » Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 e Telephone (402) 474-3242




P. O. Box 433 Ainsworth, Nebraska 69210
January 25, 1990

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, at the regular monthly board meeting of the Nebraska Landowner's
and Sportsmen's Association, Inc., held on January 25, 1990, and

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Landowner's and Sportsmen's Association, Inc., reviewed
Senator Exon's Bill, S-280 and other Scenic River Designation proposals by
Congressman Hoagland and Congressman Bereuter, and

WHEREAS, it is the feelings of the board of directors of the Nebraska Land-
owner's and Sportsmen's Association, Inc., the Federal Designation, is not

in the best interest of the landowners and sportsmen in North-Central Nebraska
or the State of Nebraska, and ’

WHEREAS, landowners have expressed their concerns over this designation and
have asked the board to institute a land closing proposal to all landowners
in the Niobrara Basin, in retaliation to all three Scenic River Designation
proposals.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the board of directors of the Nebraska
Landowner's and Sportsmen's Association, Inc., that they go on record against
any Scenic River Designation on the Niobrara River and that they institute

a land closing proposal to landowners in the Niobrara Basin.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution, become
a part of the minutes and that a copy of this Resolution be submitted to
Congressman Bruce Vento and all of his sub-committee.

Rich#rd 0. Buckley - Chairman

Harlin D. Welch - President

STATE OF NEBRASKA,
County of 4j>3[“jﬂ/ ss.

Before me, the undersigned Notary

Public in and for said county, personally appeared ){767445 (:l %51}CKQ§U
Q/L% //,L; 104/ ¢2 (e 4 /'
Witness my hand and official seal this />g4 day of 7§<a_b(/; , 19 7.

GENEAAL ROTARY-State of febraska )/{
KAREN HANSEN Hotary Public Chig g F=n N i iy s
My Comm. Exp. May 26, 1993 My commission expires J-26 1955 .
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LAfs . NORTH_CENTRAL NEDRASZA RCSO_COUNCIL, NOVEMBER 3¢, 1995
T he Morth Central™Nebraska RC2b- Couneil-met.in_regular session Thu-sday,
. Adovember 3¢, 1989, at the Y .rng Hone Restaurant :n Bagssett with ithe Tt

/following present:

Larry Shepperd, Chairman, Mills A
Roy Stewart, Vice Chairman, Newport
Dave Jones, Sec. Treas., Ainsworth ¢
/ Jim Cook, Lower Niobrara NRD, Mills
V/ Lynn Schlueter, Game & Parks Commission, Bassett
Andy Glidden, Game & Parks Commission, Bassett

Ben Rutten, Game & Parks Commission, Bassett

Bob Hilske, Manager, Middle Niobrara NRD, Valentine

Jim Keller, Upper Elkhorn NRD, Newport P

Bob Courtney, Lower Niobrara NRD, Lynch

Dennis Jilg, Chairman, Leafy Spurge Task Force, Newport
Dean Gilg, Bassett

Bill Gudgel, Brown County Commissioner, Ainswortn

Jan Joseph, District Conservationist, SCS, Valentine
Barb Cooksley, District Conservationist, SCS, Mullen
Gayle Sieflcen, District Conservationist, SCS, Ainsworth
Gene Lehnert, Range Conservationist, RC&D, Bassett

Gene DeBolt, Program Coordinator, RC&D, Bassett

Donna Wright, Clerk/Typist, RC&D, Bassett

Jones moved, seconded by Keller, to approve minutes of *he last meeting as
circulated. Motion carried.

Jones read the treasurer’'s report with a balance on hand 9/28/838 of
$2,608.51. Receipts totaled $4,318.72, with the tofal expenditures at
$2,938.68. Balance on hand 11/39/89 totaled $3,988.55. Jones moved,
seconded by Cook to approve treasurer's report. Motion.carried.

RC&D MEASURE UPDATE - DeBolt informed the group on information received on
a feasibility study dealing with a local beef cannery. Interested parties
are working with the Nebrasksa Business Development Center at this *Time.
Funding was received for the Fireboss Training Workshop held in O Neill,
Bassett and Valentine the first week in Ocfober. DeBolt stated the
workshops were very well attended by area volunteer fireman, ranchners and
agency people. A video was made of the workshops and is available Tor loan
from the RC&D office. The Shultz and Widfelt Roadside Critical Area

N

Treatments (CATs) in Holt County have been funded along with the MNational
Grazingland Weed Conference to be held in Omaha in 19399. The measure plian

for the Short Pine Creek CAT 1is in the State Office for review. Cleveland
Church Camp Roadside CAT is the next project to be concentrated on and in
all probability will be the last critical area treatment for the RC&D

of fice due to lack of funds. Letters will be sent out in the next week

seeking interest in a ranch expo to be held in Bassett in 1990.

NEW MEASURE - Bassett Country Club Water System was brought before the
council for 2doption. T.chnical assistance would be provided along with
studies for grants. Cook moved, seconded_by}Gudgel to accept the wnew
measure. Motion carried. ;

ct
-
m

COMMITTEE REPORTS - Weed Committee - Jilg reported on the activities of

Nebraska Leafy Spurge Task Force. He stated he had been in contact with

Governor Orr in reference to the National Grazingland Weed Conference. She

will be contacting him at a later date to confirm her availability to

participate in the conference. HHe stated he would be attending the Farm

Bureau State Convention December 3 and would be taking the teafy spurge

booth with him. Shepperd stated he would like a fact sheet on leafy spurgs
rnt

to take to the Western RC8&D Association meeting 1n January to acqua




e e

other,states with the activities of ¢
| on hills in the Legislature concerning noxious weeds. _ourtney moved,
- oj———sfcandad hy Keller to_ send a_letter in support of iegisiati O EhBE.
| notification be made to prospective !andowners of no-ious weeds on the

P "premises. Motion carried.
(Find enclosed minutes from the Nebraska Leafy Spurge

ask Force quarterly

meeting.) A

(" Aquaculture Committee - DeBolt informed the group that there woulcd be a
meeting December 27th, at 1:390 p.m., at the Range Csfe in Bassett to
discuss ideas and survey interest in establishing an association, coop,
etc., for the purpose of marketing, buying feed, etc., for local fish
producers. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Discussion followed
on an article in Tomorrow's Harvest, a publication of the Rural Development

Center, on fish farming in Iowa.

;

\

| R/F/L Committee — Lehnert informed the group that a meeting was scheduled

j for December 12th & 13th, in Lincoln *o finalize the agenda for the

| National Grazingland Weed Conference. He went on to inform the Council
that a Pocket Gopher & Prairie Dog Workshop was being planned. He

distributed a grass cattle check list to the Council that he is planning to

\

| send out to ares producers.:

\

Discussion followed on public radio.

| The 198@ South Dakota/Nebraska RCE&D Association meeting will be hosted by

| Nebraska. Following a discussion on location and date Courtney moved,

| seconded by Jones, to have the meeting at Hidden Paradise at the end of

| August. Motion carried. The RC&D office will follow-up by contacting

| Hidden Paradise on dates available and lodging facilities.

| .

; The Western RC&D Association meeting will be held iq Spokane, Washington,
| January 23-26, 199¢. The final agenda is out and will be attached to

minutes of this meeting along with the registration form and ladies
q program. Cook moved, seconded by Jones, to pay Larry Shepperd's expenses
(‘ to this meeting as representative of the RC&D Council. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS - Livestock water dugouts were discussed, with SCS policy

being the main focus. Hilske explained a proposed project on Minnechaduza
Lake that had been brought to his attention. DOiscussion followed with
input from the Game and Parks Commission dﬁ:feasibility of the project.
Hilske also discussed the future status of local landfills. He suggested

that the RC&D Council, with cooperation from the NRD's, put on education
programs, with individuals from the state knowledgeable in landfill A
regulations, to prepare cities and villages on what might be coming about
within the next four or five years.

OLD BUSINESS - The Scenic River Proposal was discussed at length with Cook
making a motion that the RC&D Counci go on record opposing national park

and ségpic_tjver proposals until a study is made to see how it will affect
local entities of government. Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

With no further business the meeting was anPQ}ncd at 4:30 p.m.

s

Respectfully submi tted,
DAVE JONES, Secretary Treasurer
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RESOGLU THT ON

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Ainsworth Irrigation District,
at a regular board meeting on January 16, 1990, passed and adopted this
Resolution. -

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors reviewed the Scenic River Bill S-280,

" H.R.-761 and H.R.-3823, introduced by Senator Exon and Representatives Peter
| Hoagland and Douglas Bereuter, and

WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the board that any Scenic River Designation,
in North-Central Nebraska, is not in the best interest of the people and land
use in North-Central Nebraska and the State of Nebraska, and.

WHEREAS, "this Scenic River Proposal, has been proposed in the past and
the area people and local governments have stated time after time that they
do not want a Scenic River ﬂe31gnatlon and Senator Exon and other representa-
tives, do not want to listen, and

WHEREAS, it appears that if our representatives will no longer listen
to local government and local people in North-Central Nebraska, then maybe

& other action will have to be taken to the courts or to the polls, and

NOW, THEREFOﬂE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ainsworth Irrigation District
Board of Directors, goes on record in opposing any Scenic River Designation
or any Federal Park on the Niobrara River, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution,

be sent to all of Nebraska's delegation and Governor Orr.

* JAdopted this _16th. day of January , 1990.

. AINSWORTH IRRIGATION DISTRICT

22‘! . ’\:'F;; //Eijébﬂ/T“if;Z?/é7 21

et Brent Johns Qi — President

Board of Directors

Carol Jones ~J%ec£%éary Treasurer

"4




STATE RESOLUTIONS

r—
- )

1. Scenic River Designation/Niobrara River - Oppose the Scenic
River Designation for the Niobrara River Basin for all streams and
rivers therein until a comprehensive use plan can be devised for the
Niobrara Basin.

2. Instream Flow Law - Repeal this law because the same is not
properly defined nor is it able to be administered after enactment.
Reason: The Natural Resource Districts already have authority over
waters as well as the State Department of Water Resources and these
agencies can act in conjunction to requlate our instream flows.

NOTE: If don't pass repeal law, then these issues are important:

1. Instream Flow - No instream flow rights should be granted until
there has been a comprehensive study and plan made of the Niobrara River
Basin,
2. Storage Instream Flow - Any instream flow uses should use new
® storage for peak flows for those uses. . ,

3. Priority - Instream Flow - The Legislature should define the
priority of instream uses in relationship to all other uses.

4. Instream flow reapplications - No reapplication for instream
flow should be allowed within a time period of less then fifteen (15)
years.

5. Local control - In any application for instream flow or scenic
river designation where a significant number (at least 20%) of the local
populace is against said flow right or designation, the local populace
should be provided counsel free of charge the same as the governmental
proponents. Reason: They can use your tax money against you.

-a
Submitted by the Brown County Farm Bureau.

7,1 Zé/\%ﬂﬂ\ QC//{ 7(177 & 7?64«‘&#(’&

7%(”-/:&01‘6 77{6 (J\C,Sofu/;bWs. PQJJ{J, b‘? 7’/{ Brl)u//f/ Cz”)(/~77f7 /:d'/m
of Aer P46/ /W’C’?é*‘j feid Octobi-, 1757
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RESOLUTION

OF THE

NORTH CENTRAL NEBRASKA RECLAMATION DISTRICT

WHEREAS, consideration is being given to deéignation of a
portion of the Niobrara River as a ”Scenic River”, and

WHEREAS, such designation would be detrimental to the local
community, Counties, State and Nation,

NOW, THEREFORE be it resolved by the North Central Nebraska
Reclamation .District, that:

1. Designation of the Niobrara River or any portion thereof
as a Scenic River or any similar designation would cause
landowners the loss of full rights to use their property as they
desire, and prevent future needed developument of the river for
the public’s benefit and welfare. Water is the single most
important asset to a nation and the Scenic ﬁiver designation
would prohibit future use of the Niobrara River at a time when it
would be needed for power, domestic use or other needs.

The Niobrara River is too valuable of a resource for the
Nation to be burdened and restricted by a Scenic River or similar
designation.

2. The North Central Nebraska Reclamation District hereby
opposes any Scenic River or similar designation for the Niobrara
River or any portion thereof. . \, |

PASSED AND APPROVED this 23rd day of January, 1989.

il .
Predident /

Secretary




NORTH CENTRAL NEBREASKA

Alfred Drayton
Evans

President,
v.p. and Secy. D.C.

Directors:
C.W. ripley

paul Frerichs
Harold Frickel
George Janousek
Dennis Kliment:
Louis Kliment
Steve Rentschler
Mike Zakrzewski

RECLAMATION DISTRICT



RESOLUTION

Whereas, U.S. Senator J. James Exon has on July 19, 1985 announced
his intention to introduce legislation designating a 76 mile stretch of
the Niobrara River as a National Scenic River under the Wild and Scenic
River Act of 1969; and

Wlhereas, the Niobrara River Basin Development Association has
existed for more than 35 years and consists approximately of 150 members
from the Wyoming border to the mouth of the River; and

Whereas, many landowners do not support the proposal and no field
hearings have been held to gather their input; and

Whereas, the Niobrara River, its use and development, are of equal
interest and importance to our cities and towns of this general area
providing a supply for human consumption, domestic purposes and
agriculture; and '

Whereas, the Niobrara River watershed does not meet the definition
required for Scenic River designation by being free of impoundments,
si1i11 largely primitive and largely undeveloped but is an area of Tong
established farms, ranches and numerous commercial developments; and

Whereas, it appears that the proposed Tegislation may be the result
of political influence by, so called, environmental organizations who
are opposed to development of water resources: and

Whereas, Senator Exon's proposed Tegislation includes an
authorization of $3,500,000.00 for acquisition of interests and
$1,000,000.00 for development which we believe to -be without
justification and wasteful expenditure of public funds in this time of
distressed agricultural economics; and

Whereas, the opinion of the Tocal people to be affected has not
been taken into consideration and needs to be; and

Therefore be it resolved, that the Niobrara River Basin Development
Association Board of Directors, at their.reguiar Board Meeting at
Ainsworth, Nebraska on July 26, 1985, object to the proposed legislation
on the basis that it is unnecessary, it would be harmful to the economy
of this agricultural area, and any benefits that might accrue would be
to the canoe outfitters and a few landowners along the river and further
that public hearings need to be held to gather input from the local

i peop]e_.,_,_ S S AT M . S .. — e I, - —



-he January meeting of the Keya Paha County Farm Bureau board was held at the
Highland homes Community Room January 31, 1989, 8 P.M. Meeting was hosted by

=S

Jim Carr and Meredith and Enid Worth.

Meeting called to order at 8P.M. by President Gary Ludemann and meeting started
with flag salute. Minutes of last meeting were read and approved as

read. Treasurer reported a balance as of January 12,1989, of $992.15.

Three outstanding checks paid out in the amount of $390.70, plus one new
membership for $40.00, making a total to date of $641.45. Jim Carr moved

to accept Treasurers report and Ron Heerten seconded motion. Moticn carried.

Vicki Ferguson stated that we have picked up two new members. Dewey Peterson
and Rick Carr, making a total of 46 members now. There are 5§ previous

memters who have not paid yet. One has moved out of State and various

persons in Farm Bureau will contact the other four to see if they wish to renew.

Gary asked for discussion on the membership.

Joan Thiede and Betty Palmer attended State Farm Bureau convention in

North Platte November 5, 6 and 7th. They gave very interesting and informative
reports of the convention. Betty Palmer was nominated to the State
Legislative Policy Development Committee for a 2-year term. She will take -
over that position starting June 1989. g

Betty and Joanne reported that Governor Kay Orr spoke at the BAnquet and other
opics of discussion were Leafy Spurge and Scenic River Disignation.
ebraska Farm Bureau goes on record opposing a system of Scenic Rivers

in Nebraska. ’

Betty and Joanne also reported that Farm Bureau is the strongest
Agricultural Lobyist in Legislature.

Gary Ludemann asked Neil Clopton, STate Affairs Chairman, for his report.
Neil called our attention to LB 183, wh}ch allows a student to choose
& school other than the one in his or'“designated district. Tuition and other

(=}

costs to be paid as set forth in LB 183.

President Ludemann called our attention tothe Leadershib conference
February 13-14-15, at the Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, Ne. He also stated
there will be a marketing outlook meeting, Norfolk, Ne., Febr . 22nd, Norfolk

Country Inn.

Glenn Kienke, Safemark Chairman says new supplier.will be sending cuc
material. R

President Ludemann told us that Irvin Stouffer is no longer our Insurance
Agent. Neil Swanson from O'Neill, Ne. will take over all of Keya Faha
County. Mr. Swanson was a guest of Keya Paha Farm Bureau and spoke
briefly. Mr. Swansons address is 229 W. Douglas, C'Neill, Ne. 68763.
Business Ph. 402-336-3635, residence PH. 583-0046., Bristow, Ne.

..ila Clopton stated that Keya Paha Ccunty Farm Bureau should decide whether
or not they want to oppose or approve Scenic River Designation for Niobrara

Ryiver. Ron #eerten moved that Keya Paha County Farm Bureau go on record




cpposing the scenic River Designation for the Niobrara River. Jim Carr
seconded motion. Motion carried. Letters were drafted and sent to
Senator Howard Lamb, Congressman Hoagland and Bereuter, Congresswoman
Virginia Smith and Senator J. James Exon.

Discussion was had as to whether or not we should buy some Farm Bureau
folders with information about Farm Bureau and Jim Carr suggested we leave
this up to the discression of the memberchip chairman. Dennis Palmer

seconded motion.

Next meeting will be hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Neil Clopton, Febr. 28, 1989, 8 P.M.

Motion to adjourn made by Jim Carr. Glen Kienke seconded motion.
Meeting adjourned.:
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208 EAST SIXTH PHONE (402)387-2740

’

M~RCH 14, 1990

HONORABLE BRUCE VENTO
CHATRMAN OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE
O NATTIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS

DEAR MR VENTO:

THE AINSWORTH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS PASSED A RESOLUTION
STATING THAT DUE TO THE MAGNATUDE OF THIS SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION AND IN
CONSIDERATION OF SHORT AND LONG TERM EFFECTS OF THIS ISSUE, THE CHAMBER
BOARD SUPPORTS 4 DELAY IN THE DECISION OF THIS DESIGNATION FOR FURTHER
S7'UDY AND EDUCATION.

. WE ASK FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS MATTER.

STNCERELY,

/ :(Zﬂ/wuf/aé /{rﬂ%’mw/z//

DAROLD LAMMERS, PRESIDENT
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PROCLAMATTION

STATE OF NEBRASKA

)
COUNTY OF BROWN ) ss.
)
CITY OF AINSWORTH )

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee on National Parks and Public rIands
of the United States House of Representatives has scheduled a
field hearing to be held at Ainsworth, Nebraska on March 16,
1990, regarding various legislative proposals for designation of
portlons of the Niobrara River - -adjoining Brown County, Nebraska
under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act; and,

WHEREAS, the citizens of Ainsworth, Nebraska, are proud to
host the members of the Uhited States House of Representatives
and other interested persons attending said hearing; and,

WHEREAS, the issue of designation of the Niobrara River as a
scenic river under the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is a
matter of intense local interest and concern; '

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LEC J. BECKLEY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF
AINSWORTH, NEBRASKA, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM the sincere appreciation
of the citizens of Alnswprth Nebraska, for the opportunity to
present their views of thls important issue to the members of the
Subcommittee on National - Parks and Public Lands of the United
States House of Representatives;

I DO FURTHER PROCIAIM that all interested citizens be
encouraged to attend said hearing, together with other
informational meetings and hearings associated therewith, and to
express their views on this important issue;

I DO FURTHER PROCLAIM that the members of the Ainsworth

Chamber of Commerce and all cther local businessmen and merchants

'be encouraged and requested to allow any interested employeés to

attend said hearing and to close their business places during the
hours of 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. on Friday, March 16, 1990 for
such purpose; and,

I DO FURTHER PROCIAIM that the citizens of Ainsworth,
Nebraska extend to the subcommittee members, representatives of
the National Park Service and other federal agencies, and all

other visitors to Ainsworth for said proceedings, the warmest

hospitality and welcome to our community.
EXECUTED this 14th day of March, 1990, at Ainsworth,
Nebraska.

“Léo J. Beckley
Mayor
City of Ainsworth, Nebraska



RESOLUTION OF THE-
NIOBRARA BASIN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION

WHEREAS, the Niobrara River is of utmost importance to the people
of Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, the Niobrara River is presently free flowing, is virtually

unregulated by government, including federq] government, and has been
well cared for by the private individuals Tiving along said river; and

WHEREAS, the basic propositions of the Niobrara Basin Environmental

Improvement Commission stand for a long range study of the entire
Niobrara Basin and thé effect upon the degradation of the stream beds
and headcutting on the tributaries to the Niobrara River, deep into the
sandhills; and

WHEREAS, the above headcutting and degradation of the stream beds
are slowing causing the Ogallala Aquifer to be drained; and

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Congressional delegation presently has
presented.to Congress, Senator Excn's Bill $-280, Congressman Hoagland's

- Bil1 HR-761, Congressman Bereuter's Bill HR-3823, and Congresswoman
Smith's Bi11 HR-1673 requesting Scenic River designation of the Niobrara
River, and virtually none of these call for a complete comprehensive,
indepth study of the social, economic and environmental impacts that
such Tegislation will have upon Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, such legislation without careful forethought and study
should not be undertaken;

THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED by the Niobrara Basin Environmental
Improvement Commission that no legislation affecting the Niobrara River
or the Niobrara Basin should be enacted without a thorough and
comprehensive study of the social, environmental and economic impact of
such Tegislation upon the State of Nebraska; and

FURTHER, this organization is egainst all of the atoresaid Rills
because of the adverse effect such legislation will have upon the State
of Nebraska.

,_ 5 A e ;? ‘
Doide 2 40
DONALD ZWIEBEL, Chaiyman ~~~~~
Dated this ¢  day of March, 1990.




NIOBRARA BASIN PRESERVATION ASSN.
310 NORTH MAIN

AINSWORTH, NE. 69210
402-387-0378

February 28, 1990

Consolidated Sand Hill Farmer « /f4iec fen
Rancher Co-op ’
Cody, Ne. 69211

Attn: Garth Barnes
Dear Sir:
Would you please send us a copy of the resolution vyou
have passed concerning the Scenic River Bill S-280,

sponsored bv Senator Exon.

Sincerely yours,

%;’ (}ﬂmﬂﬂ (2/15@Q3F ’

Ann Appelt,) Bffice Mgr.
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P.0. Box 1350

308-632-2133

| \ North Platte Valley Water Coalition Scottsbluff, NZ
B

Jim Mercigan
_ President
N

John Maser
Vice President

January 30, 1990

Wes Sell N =ty
Sacretarv/Treasurer ’

Congresswoman Virginia Smith

George Hall 2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Ray Russell
Dear Congresswoman Smith:
Dar Heggem
Attached to this cover letter is a letter from Bob Gifford
outlining his concerns about the Niobrara River scenic
designation. As you know, Bob is one of your most
knowledgable and dedicated constituents -in the area of
natural resources. He is a valuable member of the North
Platte Valley Water Coalition.

Gary Kelley

The North Platte Valley Water Coalition is a group of
irrigators, agri-businessmen, lenders, and natural
resource district representatives who have come together
to more effectively address the complexity of today's
water 1issues. Quality individuals have been identified
for the Coalition's Board of Directors, and have bzen
‘ charged with the responsibility of monitoring water
‘ issues, educating themselves and others on water issues,
and preparing to responsibly address water situations.

We believe that by combining our knowledge and focusing
our energies we can more effectively respond to the
threats and the opportunities which flow from the
lifeblood of our communities -- water!. We hope that you
will welcome our input and we thank you for your
continuing hard work on our behalf.

Sincerely,
2 -
frpaee A
\__/,/H. James Merrigan
President

HIM/ss

enclosure



North Platte Valley Water Coalition Seortomiute. Ne

308-632-2133

'A‘}Jim Merrigan
President

John Maser
Vice President

Hes Sell
Secretary, Treasurer

George Hall
Ray Russell
Dar Heggem

Gary Kelley

January 23, 1990

N

Congresswoman Virginia Smith
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Smith:

The North Platte Valley Water Coalition recently
took a position of opposition to the designation
of the Niobrara River as a scenic river. The
Coalition does, however, support your bill,
Congresswoman Smith, HR1673, to have the National
Park Service study the entire river to determine
if a scenic designation is necessary.

"The stewardship and recreational facilities
provided by the local owners is as good, if

not better, than those provided by the National
Park Service. Our natural resources should

be maintained in the hands of local control,
especially when they are as well cared for as
the Niobrara River.

We appreciate your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

Robert Gif
Member
Board of Directors



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, a proposal has been introduced by Senator J. James
Exon and Representative Peter Hoagland (hereinafter '"the
Exon/Hoagland proposal') in the Congress of the United States for
designation of a 76 mile segment of the Niobrara River in north
central Nebraska as a "Scenic River" under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (hereinafter '"the Act'"):; and,

WHEREAS, a proposal has been introduced by Representative

Douglas Bereuter (hereinafter '"the Bereuter proposal") in the "

Congress of the United States for the establishment of a National
Park in a portion of several counties in north central Nebraska,
and including the designation of a segment of said Niobrara River
as a "Scenic River" and for the study of additional river seg-
ments, including Long Pine Creek and the Snake River, for desig-
nation under the Act; and,

WHEREAS, the Act prohibits "any department or agency of the
United States" from assisting "by 1loan, .grant, license, or
otherwise in the construction of any water resources project that
would have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which
such river was established", including any development on '"any

stream tributary thereto which [will] invade the area or unrea-

sonably diminish the scenic, recreational, and fish wildlife
values present in the area"; and,

WHEREAS, the Act reserves the waters of the river, including
tributaries, for the purposes specified in the Act, and in the
quantities necessary to accomplish those purposes; and,

WHEREAS, the effect of the Act upon eXisting uses and
potential future uses of the affected area has been disputed;
and,

WHEREAS, there exist numerous unanswered questions concern-
ing the effect of designation and the methods of implementation
of any such designation; and,

WHEREAS, no scientific study of the compatibility of such
designation with the area has been rcrformed; and,

WHEREAS, the implementation of the Act following designation
of the Niobrara river as a "Scenic River" could significantly
impair existing agricultural uses in Brown County, Nebraska, and
would entirely prevent further agricultural development in the
entire Niobrara basin adjoining the designated stretch; and,

¢



WHEREAS, both the Exon/Hoagland proposal and the Bereuter
proposal fail to include any provisions which would prevent the
implementation of said provisions of the Act; and,

WHEREAS, no field hearings were conducted in the area on

~either proposal prior to introduction; and,

WHEREAS, both proposals were developed without substantial
consultation with family farm and ranch landowners or other
residents of the area; and,

WHEREAS, the Boards of County Commissioners of all of the
Counties affected by the Exon/Hoagland proposal, namely Brown,
Cherry, Keya Paha, Holt, and Rock Counties, have adopted
resolutions opposing the designation of the proposed segment of
the Niobrara River as a "Scenic River"; and,

WHEREAS, the City Councils of the Cities of 0'Neill,
Atkinson, Springview, Long Pine, Ainsworth, and Valentine have
all adopted resolutions opposing the designation of the proposed
segment of the Niobrara River as a "Scenic River", demonstrating
the general public opinion in the affected area opposing such
designation; and,

WHEREZAS, the Boards of -Directors of the Middle Niobrara
Natural Resources District, the Lower Niobrara Natural Resources
District, and the Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District have
all noted their opposition to such designation without a previous
study of the effects and suitability of such designation; and,

WHEREAS, the members of the Nebraska Congressional delega-
tion other than Representative Virginia Smith have failed to
demonstrate any understanding or responsiveness to the concerns
of any residents and landowners;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by LARRY STARK WFwWw (057
NO /o651  HoLp REGE NME- _ that the methods and tactics of
the sponsors and supporters of the Exon/Hoagland proposal and the

Bereuter proposal are hereby condemned and criticized for:

h their failure to conduct studies to determine the
effects and compatibility of designation under the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act with existing agrlcultural uses and pctential
future development along the trlbutarles of said river;

2. their failure to consult with local governing boards
and elected officials concerning the needs of the area and the
effect of such designation on local residents and on family farms

and ranches;



\

3. their failure to answer and eVplain the full effects of

such designation upon water rights and the uses of surface and
ground water in the area; and,

4, their failure to consider the opinions of area resi-
dents and area family farmers and ranchers concerning the advis-

ability of such designation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AARRY STARK VFW fosT
/24 /foL[),a?;:g/: NiE~ does hereby: request all members of the
Nebraska Congressional delegation to withdraw support of any
legislation designating any segment of the Niobrara River as a

"Scenic River" until:
1. a study is performed to determine the effects of such
determlnation and the needs of the entire Niobrara River basin

prior to such designation; and,
2 the concerns of area residents, and area family farmers

and ranchers, have been considered and resolved.

BE IT -FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall
be forwarded to each member of the Nebraska Congressional delega-
tion, to the Chairman of the Subcommittee on National Parks and
Public Lands of the United States House of Representatives, and
to the Governor of the State of Nebraska} and shall be made

available to interested members of the news medla
By ONANIMovs UVOTE
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RESOLUTION OF THE
NIOBRARA BASIN PRESERVATION ASSOCIATIGN

WHEREAS there is presently pending before the Legislature $-280,
HR 3823, HR-1673 and HR-761, all of which are attempts to designate the
Niobrara River as a scenic river under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Actl
and

WHEREAS, after thorough examination of other areas where scenic
rivers have been designated in the Unjted States; and

WHEREAS, after discussions with people from those areas and the
effect said scenic river designations have had upon the people, their
society, the environment, and the economic structure of the communities;
and

WHEREAS, the adverse effect of such designation is unnecessary in
the Niobrara Basin; and

WHEREAS, the Tocal people have taken good care of said river and
preserved it well; and

WHEREAS, the vast majority of the land within the Niobrara Basin is
agricultural land under private ownership, not governmental ownership;
and

WHEREAS, the vast majority of the people within the 76 mile stretch
designated by the legislation, and within one-half mile of the river, do
not want such Tegislation, according to a recent poll dated March 5,
1990, wherein 87% of the people who took a position, either for or
against such proposition, were against such designation; and

WHEREAS, the economic, social, and environmental impact of such
Tegislation upon the State of Nebraska would be devastating to the local
area;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the
Miobrara Basin Prescrvation Associatior that they are firmly against all
forms of federal regulation and governmental 1ntervent1on, including
5-280, HR-761, HR-1673, and HR-3823, and urge all Nebraska congressional
representatives to stop this legislation immediately.

Dated this ﬁjz__ day of March, 1990,

DONALD FLING, Vice Chairfan
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; 1 1I=16=8Y 7 15015 -3 2022250207~ 402 387 2250:% |
VIRGINIS. EMITH COMMITTRE

: : sumcounrTTEzS,
L2 7" mm B Asues

s Congress of the United tates R
Bouse of Representatives

SEashington, B.L, 20515
November 8, 1989

The Honorable Bruce Vento .

Chairman ' ; :
Subzommittee on National Parks and Public Lands
House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs
A812 HOB Annex 1

Washington, DC 20518

Deur Mr. Chairman:

I want to take this opportunity to make you aware of my strong
opposition to a bill that could be brought up on the Senate floor, and
subsequently raeforred to your subcommittee, at any time. The bill,

8 280, reported out of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee in early October, is very similar te HR 761, a bill
currently pending in your subcommittee.

- Beth bills would add a 76-mile stretch of Nebraska's Niobrara
River to the Na nal Wild and Scenic Rivers System with no chance for
revisw by the™ :

ational Parx Servite and no chance for local rasicdzants
to comment on thisg action.

B 280, introduced by Senator Exon, and HR 761, introduced by
Congrassman Hoagland, provide the wrong appreach to this situation.
Please note that this legislation:

© is opposed by Governor Kay Orr.

o is not supported by th: National Park Service,

o does not provide for field hearings to receive local input.
o im opposed by local landowners and residants.

The Niobrara is indeed a beauciful river, a treasure to behold;
howvaver, most residents who live and work in this area feel they can
continue to effectively manage the land around the river, as they have
for generations, without interference from the Faderal Government.
Thase valid concerns deserve to be heard and taken into consideration.

In testimony before the Senate Public lands, National Parks and
Forasts Subcomwittee on April 5 of this year, I pointed out that not
ona fisld haaring has been held on the issue to determine how local
residents feel about a scenic designation.

To address this glaring inequity, I introduced legislation,
HR 1673, currently pending in your subcommittee, that would require
the National park Service to study the entire 450-mile-long Niobrara
River as a potantial addition to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System, instead of simply adding it to the system piecemeal with no
review as 8 280 and HR 761 propose.




Thi Honofaﬁigiﬁ;ﬁci Vcntb
Page 2
Novembar 8, 1989

. My bill, HR 1673, would allow lecal landowners and residents the
opportunity, for the first time since this issue arcse, to help in
shaping a protection and management plan for the river.

I have attached a copy of a letter sent to me by Governor Kay Orr

to express her complete agreement with my legislation. 8She agrees that

farmers and ranchers who make their living from the land along the
Niobrara must have a voice in the development of any plan to alter the
current managamsnt of tha river.

The National Park Service testified during the Aﬁril 5 hearing
that it supports a study rather than § 280, 1In fact, it is extrenely
unusual for the National Park Service to add a river to the scenic

systan without first performing a study.

I did net introduce my legislationas a'stalling tactic. If a
study is performed, tha National Park Service can come up with a
strategy--based on the study and input from local residents--that
includes a protection and managamcnt plan everyone can live with, it
may well be that the atudy will recommend Aesignation as proposed in
HR 761 and 5 280, but we should not mandate that conclusion without
having all the necessary information and following Proper, normal
procedure. : i

I hopa you will permit me to testify before your subcommittee if
any hearings are held on HR 1673, HR 761, or § 280. I appreciate any
further assistance you can provide and, if you have any ¢uestions oy
comments, please contact me or Michela Dishong of my staff at 5-6435,

With best wishes, I anm

Sincerely,

\

M
VIRGINIA SMISQ

Member of Congress

VS/md#
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SENATOR SANDRA K. SCQFIELD

District No. 49
Box 527
Chadron, Nehraska 69337
(308) 432-5864

Legislative Address:
State Capitol )
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509
(402) 471-2725
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Fred Lockwood For Congress

,"fr~—~—~”—“—”——“—“—'1ﬂflBox45,Smﬂlﬂﬂuﬂ}NEIGQSGB _— ]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Tom Berriman
january 19, 1990 ’ (308) 635-7708
10 00D ENDORSES STUDY OF NIOBRARA FOR SCENIC RIVER STATUS

LEXINGTON- Republican congressional candidate Fred Lockwood,
chairman of the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Board and former

scotts Bluff County Commissioner, today endorsed a plan for a one \
car study of the Niobrara River for designation as a national wild

and scenic river. Lockwood presented his views on the northern
Nebraska river in meetings yesterday with county officials and
residents.

"The Niobrara is certainly one of the most beautiful rivers

{n our state and deserves consideration for inclusion in the

. nhational River system," Lockwood said. "I just completed a three i

. day trip in the northern tier and I listened to the concerns and |
 opinions of the residents that could be effected by this

designation. With so much disagreement among the community, as |

well as the posturing we're seeing from some officials in | |

washington, a study will represent real progress towards a final u

resolution." |

"I support Congresswoman smith's call for a study and hope the
upcoming meeting she has called to discuss the various proposals
will yield some consensus."

Lockwood said he supports a study because the history of
scenic river legislation is full of instances where designation has
had an adverse impact on the residents of the areas and local
economies. "No one is harmed by a study and it will provide vital
information that is needed for a thoughtful decision. There is no 1
immediate threat to the river, and it would be in everyone's '
Umgrest to support a study." Lockwood said that many of the
1781dents effected are opposed to the designation and that many ‘
y*opoqents of wild and scenic status reside outside the 3rd ;
istrict, |
|

thi ol (o x
VTls‘métter. Fred Lockwood is campaigning?*to succeed retiring Rep.
rdinia Smith.

Lockwood promised to stay in touch witn local communities on
|
-30- |




For release: Contact: Ralph C. Wunder
Upon Receipt : ' Press Secretary
March 27, 1990 (402) 573-8900

DAUB OUTLINES NEW POSITION ON NIOBRARA AS VIRGINIA

SMITH, U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY OFFER CAMPAIGN SUPPORT

Grand Island--U.S. Senate candidate Hal Daub this weekend
received the endorsements of Third District Congresswoman
Virginia Smith and U.S. Secretary of the Interior Manuel
Lujan at a Grand Island campaign rally held to outline
Daub's position on the Niobrara River.

"While the Niobrara may weli belong to the American
people," declared Daub, "It belongs first to the people of
Nebraska! A1l of us who are elected owe it our best effort
to try to facilitate a solution at a local level rather
than turn the management of our land and water over to

"nameless, faceless bureaucrats sitting behind desks in

Washington. Does Washington know what's better for Nebraska
than Nebraskans? I think not.

"“Therefore, I would like to announce my support today
for Rep. Virginia Smith's bill, H.R. 1673, which calls for a
one-year study of the Niobrara River," emphasized Daub.
"The scenic river designation should not be allowed passage
without exploring other alternatives.

"Let the people of Nebraska decide the fate of Nebraska
land and water," said Daub encouraging Rep. Bruce Vento's
Committee to "slow down" and "see if a consensus can be
wsached locally on a common solution." As an alternative to
immediate federal designation as 2 wild and scenic river,
Daub offered that a one-tiered, local scenic corridor
ordinance jointly formulated by the four affected counties
could provide a better solution than unnecessary federal

] v 4 ~\i + 3 -
ireevtvention.

In a news conference following their respective
remarks, Third District Congresswoman Virginia Smith today
announced her support for both Daub's proposal as well s
support for his senate campaign. LD
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P.O. Box 1462

Grand Island, NE 68802
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Govier against N|obrara deS|gnat|on =i

" Dan Govier, a Repubhcan ‘candidate for Congress, says he opposes the i '
proposed federal “scenic river” designation for Nebraska’s Niobrara River. ey
* “My campaign is founded on the idea that the federal government should * = ,1
get out of our lives as much as possnble " Govier said in a press release. *“To * ..} ‘
have the feds myolved ina scenic river desxgnatlon isan intrusnon we smply o =
don’t need.” & it obe oo e il O asele 10g) Divk T ™

Govier praised the landowners along the Nlobrara “The landowners have
been good stewards of the river,” he said. ““I simply do not see how the *
federal government could do a better job of protecting the Niobrara.” «: * %

Govier said he canoed the Niobrara several times dunng the 1970s and }
visited the area dunng a campaign stop in February.

“In my experience, the Niobrara is a beautiful area that has fared well

without the mvolvement of the federal govemment I see no reason to-
change now.”; s iyl Doaeboott  egtiafin ey el Io e’ Hens
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