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Letters to the Editor
Boston Globe

Dear Editor:

David Nyhan's paranoia was really showing in his July 8 column
"The regal Eagle’s jumbled journey."

Not only did he impute political motives that didn’t exist but he
had his facts wrong as well.

The Coast Guard tall ship EAGLE was, as promised, in Boston for
all the major events of Harborfest -- the reception on July 2, and
the annual turnaround cruise of the USS CONSTITUTION on July 4.
And to make up for her one day absence, the EAGLE'’s visit was
extended for an additional day.

Rather than being "unlanded ...almost as soon as she arrived."
EAGLE wag in port all day on Monday after sailing from her
anchorage with Bostonians from all walks of life on board as
guests of the Coast Guard. 1In fact hundreds of Bostonians had the
rare opportunity to "ride" on the EAGLE as well during the
turnaround cruise and again on her departure from Boston harbor on
Friday, July 6.

And rather than it being "...an exhausting holiday for ...the
gaunt crew..." the Cacdets who manned the ship as part of their
Academy training have been reported as looking forward to the
prospect of having their Commander in Chief on board to help them
commemorate the Coast Guard’s bicentennial celebration.

Finally, if Mr. Nyhan had taken the time to read his own paper on
July 2 he would have seen Bill Coughlin’s story which correctly
characterized the decision to visit Kennebunkport as the
Department of Transportation’s idea and not that of President Bush
or Governor Sununu, &g some others have suggested. But then, he
wouldn’t have had a basis venting his political frustrations.
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Laying an Egg with Eaglé

The diversion of the Coast Guard
sail ship Eagle from public access in
Boston Harbor to the private plea-
sures of President Bush and his
friends in Maine is repugnant and
elitist. It is also stupid politics.

The official excuse — that this
was the best way in which the
President could officially “pay trib-
ute” to the Coast Guard’s bicenten-
nial — was pitiful. Couldn’t he have
found a way to pay tribute without
having the taxpayers pay the bill?

The Eagle had just been in Maine
waters a few days earlier, participat-
ing in “Windjammer” Days. It had
then gone to Boston for a long-sche-
duled, four-day stay in connection
with the 4th of July.

But it had to turn around and go
back to Maine last Tuesday — with a
stop at Portsmouth — because the

Bush administration thought it would
be a great place from which to watch
fireworks at the President’s Kenne-
bunkport home.

The stop in Portsmouth? That
was so White House Chief of Staff
John Sununu, Mrs. Dan Quayle, and
various other “VIPs” could have a
nice sailboat ride to Maine!

This kind of public-be-damned
attitude with the public’s own money
and manpower is atrocious. It was
particularly unseemly in connection
with a day on which American
democracy celebrates its indepen-
dence  from the rule of English
nobility.

If President “forget my lips”
Bush keeps up at this rate, Republi-
cans in the fall elections are in for
some rough sailing indeed.

J.W. McQ.

- - —




/ Little Man Who Wasn’t There

~John Sununu has. once again
proven himself to be the master
_politician, right there in Washington
L where all the professxonal pols

thought they were gettmg a country

hlek from New Hampshire. = "

- Take a look at where King John
was when the President broke his
pleélge ofno new taxes. His detractors
were gleefully pointing out that he
“was not in on the action, that he was,

‘in fact, sent back to New Hampshire
_while the deal was done.

.- Butlet’s face it, the happiest grin-

was that of John Sununu, who came
,out of the whole affair looking
.squeaky clean to the anti-taxers,
“despite reports that he was in fact in
on the deal.
.~ Time was when the main duty ofa
_chief of staff was to take the heat for
~his boss, but Sununu has changed
-that tradition.
" “Ppresident Bush’s problems are
'bound to grow in the coming months
but will Sununu be there to take the
blame"
~Well, let's see. He’ s off to Moscow
sogn, as our latest lend-lease gift. But

.

if someone defaces the Kremlin Wall

or if Moscow succeeds in winning a

budget bailout from the West, we can

JOHN SUNUNU

‘bet John Sununu won’t be fhere to
take the blame.
He will manage to be off to

someplace else,

even if he has to

reroute a Coast Guard ship to get him

there.

~——Nackey S. Loeb
Publisher




a2 :WHITE HOUSE Chief of Staff John Sununu got
a 19-gun salute during the July 4th annual
“turnaround” of the USS Constitution — Old
JIrensides — in Boston Harbor as senior guest
+aboard. Nancy Sununu and the kids, as well as
Rep. Calvin Warburton, R-Raymond; Bonnie
Newman, and former Sanders executive Bob
Mercer were other Granite Staters on board.
* * *

THE TUG-OF-WAR over state finances that
punctuated the Legislature this year and the
month-to-month concern over revenue reports
from January through June isn’t over. ‘

There is no sign that the economic slowdown
_has hit bottom and is ready to turn upward. The 12
“months ahead to the expiration of the 1990-91 $3.2

“billion biennial budget next June 30 will be

“egg-shell delicate.
. By the time the independent audit of the state

books is completed — late in the fall — we’ll see a
likely $25-30 million deficit and a likely revenue
shortfall of $20-25 million.

Chances are half of the $28.6 million rainy day
fund will be applied to deficit reduction and other
spending cuts used to try and balance the books.

" In January, the state lawmakers will have to
face up to a supplemental budget and another
realignment of the 1990-91 budget to get us
_through June 30, 1991, as well as trying to fashion
a new 1992-93 budget that must go into effect on

“July 1, 1991.

. Itwill take a cooperative effort by lawmakers to
come up with a solution. There will be a plethora
of election campaign rhetoric about the state’s

“financial crisis focusing on blame.

" Voters should look for candidates who put
forward a common sense — family budget —
“approach to the problem and those with solid
ideas to contribute toward a solution.

" 'Unlike 1983 when the state plunged $62 million
‘in‘the hole with nothing to fall back on, this year it
has a $28.6 million reserve Kkitty.

_While revenue lags, indigent defense costs,
special education, energy and welfare program
costs are all up.

" Revenue for the past 12 months was actually
$8.4 million less than collected a year ago despite
the hike in tax rates and creation of a new levy.
The $561 million collected was about $33 million
bélow a $594.1 million estimate. This year’s
estimate calls for a hefty $639.9 million to support
the budget.

" The truth of the matter is that revenue grew
from $315.7 million in 1983 to $570.5 million in

1989. That’s a whopping $254.8 million growth in
_sgx years. Clearly, New Hampshire enjoyed good
times and now faces tough times.

- "As to jepoardy in making revenue estimates,
“Ways & Means Committee member, Rep. Howard
“Saunders, R-Melvin Village, hit it on the nose last

week. He cited — but could not pronounce — a
29-letter word from Webster’s dictionary, “flocci-
paucinihilpilification.”

_“It means the action of estimating is worthless,”

Saunders explained with a chuckle.

Tibbete /¢
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The barque that felt the bite of politics.
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DAVID NYHAN

The regal Eagle’s jumbled journey

BOSTON - Missing and presumed
stolen: ome sailing vessel, 295 feet

long, three-masted barque, color:

white. Last seen entering Boston
Harbor for Fourth of July. Believed
headed northeast for territorial wa-
ters off Maine. If found, contact Gov.
Michael Dukakis.
hey did it again. That gang
in the White House found
yet another way to vex the
hapless Democrats of
Massachusetts. This time
the Bush crowd pinched, for a full 32
hours, the Coast Guard tall ship Ea-
gle, a beauteous vessel that was to
have been the centerpiece of Bos-
ton’s Fourth of July Harborfest.
Instead, the Eagle was un-landed
from her Boston wharf Monday al-
most as soon as she arrived. Secret
Service agents swarmed aboard to
make her companionways safe for
the men who run the government.
Beantown officials thought they’d
have four days to shepherd thou-
sands of ooh-ers and ahh-ers across
her gangplanks. Guess again. To
their great consternation, the Eagle
was diverted to Portsmouth, N.H.,
home port of White House chief of
staff John Sununu, then to Kenne-
bunkport, Maine.

Her mission: to lug Sununu and
assorted White House hangers-on to
the vicinity of Walkers Point,
President Bush’s elaborate family
compound on Maine’s rocky
coastline, for the fireworks.

Someone in high authority

decided it would be nice for the
commander-in-chief to have the
Eagle to park on, ahd park on it the
C-I-C did. It made for a rather
exhausting holiday for the Coast
Guard cadets who sail the 54-year-
old vessel. They had to up-anchor
and inch out of Boston Harbor at
midnight, sail to Portsmouth, haul
Sununu’s party aboard, then set
course for Kennebunkport. After the

last incendiary burst, Mr. and Mrs.

Bush,  the secretary of
transportation and the new
commandant of the Coast Guard
were ferried ashore by Coast Guard
41-footers. The Eagle turned and
sped, if 8 knots can be called speed,
back to Boston, bucking headwinds
most of the way.

With little time to spare, the
Eagle and her gaunt crew legged it
back to Boston in time to get hastily
spiffed up and join the late-morning
parade escorting the USS
Constitution, oldest vessel in the
Navy, on its annual turnaround
cruise.

Among the losers in this latest
White House manuever involving
Massachusetts were the thousands
of holiday Harborfest tourists who
lost their chance to clamber aboard
the Eagle, only vessel of its type in
government service. “It's like the
raid on Boston Harbor all over
again,” muttered one critic. Not so,
demuwrred the White House press
office. Er, we planned this all along,
gulped Coast Guard spokesmen

caught in the crossfire.

But it was deja vu all over again
to Dukakis-backers still smarting
over Bush’s waterborne assault on
Boston Harbor in the ’88
presidential campaign. More Bush-
Sununu playing fast and loose with
the local Democratic establishment.
Two years ago, Bush staged a
campaign foray into Boston Harbor
and mounted a negative TV blitz on
“the nation’s dirtiest harbor.”

Even though conservation
groups rated Dukakis’
environmental record far superior to
Bush’s, the negative TV broadside
carried the day. To add insult to
injury, Bush as president
deliberately witheld $20 million in
federal funds already promised for
Boston Harbor.

To Bostonians used to invective
and hardball politics from the Bush
camp, the kidnapping of the Eagle
was par for the course. Shrugged
Boston Mayor Raymond Flynn after
the Eagle’s unexpected summons to
Kennebunkport: “I guess they
wanted her for a ‘read-my-lips’
par,ty.”

Sununu, the acerbic former New
Hampshire governor, bears
particular animus for Dukakis. The
Duke dates it from the time a 1986
newspaper poll showed Dukakis
more popular with New Hampshire
voters than then-Gov. Sununu. In
June, a top Bush political aide, Ron
Kaufman, journeyed to Springfield
to be on hand for the planned

disruption of the Democratic state
convention by a police union closely
aligned with Bush’s political
operation. Dukakis” farewell speech
to his party was delayed by five
hours, and overshadowed by
allegations that Kaufman and a
wrecking crew of GOP dirty-
tricksters sabotaged the convention
by indueing off-duty cops to mount a
picket line.

No one doubts Sununu’s
eagerness to denigrate Dukakis at
every turn, and Bush’s willingness to
go along, as long as no dirt attaches
to his skirts, personally. Whether
the Eagle was snatched as a mere
political stunt, we'll probably never
know. Still, it could have been worse.
Big Jawn, as the White House major
domo. is known behind his back,
could have snatched a far larger
prize. Also berthed in Boston for
July 4 was the real Big John, the
83,000-ton aircraft carrier John F.
Kennedy.

But that would have requirea

Sununu to cancel shore leave in.
Boston for 4,800 sailors, in favor of a.

midnight run to the tricky waters off
Kennebunkport, all in the name of
better camera angles for Sununu’s
boss. Not even Big Jawn would dare
do that to the crew of the Big John.
The 180 weary cadets of the Eagle,
on the other hand, can measure their
fate in terms of the -title of an old

war movie: ‘“They Were
Expendable.”
David Nyhan is a Globe colummist.
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Laying an Egg with Eagle

The diversion of the Coast Guard
sail ship Eagle from public access in
Boston Harbor to the private plea-
sures of President Bush and his
friends in Maine is repugnant and
elitist. It is also stupid politics.

The official excuse — that this
was the best way in which the
President could officially “pay trib-
ute” to the Coast Guard’s bicenten-
nial — was pitiful. Couldn’t he have
found a way to pay tribute without
having the taxpayers pay the bill?

The Eagle had just been in Maine
waters a few days earlier, participat-
ing in “Windjammer” Days. It had
then gone to Boston for a long-sche-
duled, four-day stay in connection
with the 4th of July.

But it had to turn around and go
back to Maine last Tuesday — with a
stop at Portsmouth — because the

Bush administration thought it would
be a great place from which to watch
fireworks at the President’s Kenne-
bunkport home.

The stop in Portsmouth? That
was so White House Chief of Staff
John Sununu, Mrs. Dan Quayle, and
various other “VIPs” could have a
nice sailboat ride to Maine!

This kind of public-be-damned
attitude with the public’s own money
and manpower is atrocious. It was
particularly unseemly in connection
with a day on which American
democracy celebrates its indepen-
dence from the rule of English
nobility.

If President “forget my lips”
Bush keeps up at this rate, Republi-
cans in the fall elections are in for
some rough sailing indeed.

J.W. McQ.

—



/ Little Man Who Wasn’t There
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John Sununu has once again
proven himself to be the master
politician, right there in Washington
where all the professional pols
thought they were getting a country
hick from New Hampshire.

Take a look at where King John
was ‘'when the President broke his

_pledge of no new taxes. His detractors

were gleefully pointing out that he

“was not in on the action, that he was,
“in fact, sent back to New Hampshire
~while the deal was done.

But let’s face it, the happiest grin
was that of John Sununu, who came

,out of the whole affair looking
.squeaky clean to the anti-taxers,
“despite reports that he was in fact in

on the deal.
Time was when the mainduty ofa
chief of staff was to take the heat for

-his boss, but Sununu has changed
-that tradition.

"President Bush’'s problems are

"bound to grow in the coming months

but will Sununu be there to take the

‘blame?

Well, let’s see. He's off to Moscow

-soon, as our latest lend-lease gift. But

-

if someone defaces the Kremlin Wall
or if Moscow succeeds in winning a
budget bailout from the West, we can

JOHN SUNUNU

bet John Sununu won’t be there to
take the blame.

He will manage to be off to
someplace else, even if he has to
reroute a Coast Guard ship to get him
there.

——Nackey S. Loeb
Publisher
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2~ WHITE HOUSE Chief of Staff John Sununu got
a 19-gun salute during the July 4th annual

“turnaround” of the USS Constitution — Old
Aronsides — in Boston Harbor as senior guest
aboard. Nancy Sununu and the kids, as well as
Rep. Calvin Warburton, R-Raymond; Bonnie
Newman, and former Sanders executive Bob
Mercer were other Granite Staters on board.

* * *

THE TUG-OF-WAR over state finances that
punctuated the Legislature this year and the
month-to-month concern over revenue reports
from January through June isn’t over.

There is no sign that the economic slowdown
has hit bottom and is ready to turn upward. The 12
months ahead to the expiration of the 1990-91 $3.2
billion biennial budget next June 30 will be
_egg-shell delicate.

"~ By the time the independent audit of the state
books is completed — late in the fall — we’ll see a
likely $25-30 million deficit and a likely revenue
shortfall of $20-25 million.

Chances are half of the $28.6 million rainy day
fund will be applied to deficit reduction and other
spending cuts used to try and balance the books.

" In January, the state lawmakers will have to
face up to a supplemental budget and another
realignment of the 1990-91 budget to get us
through June 30, 1991, as well as trying to fashion

"a new 1992-93 budget that must go into effect on
“July 1, 1991.
. Itwill take a cooperative effort by lawmakers to
come up with a solution. There will be a plethora
of election campaign rhetoric about the state’s
financial crisis focusing on blame.

" Voters should look for candidates who put
forward a common sense — family budget —
“approach to the problem and those with solid
ideas to contribute toward a solution.

' 'Unlike 1983 when the state plunged $62 million
‘in‘the hole with nothing to fall back on, this year it
has a $28.6 million reserve kitty.

. While revenue lags, indigent defense costs,

special education, energy and welfare program
costs are all up.
. Revenue for the past 12 months was actually
$8.4 million less than collected a year ago despite
the hike in tax rates and creation of a new levy.
The $561 million collected was about $33 million
below a $594.1 million estimate. This year’s
estimate calls for a hefty $639.9 million to support
the budget.

" The truth of the matter is that revenue grew
from $315.7 million in 1983 to $570.5 million in
1989. That’s a whopping $254.8 million growth in
six years. Clearly, New Hampshire enjoyed good
times and now faces tough times.

As to jepoardy in making revenue estimates,
Ways & Means Committee member, Rep. Howard
Saunders, R-Melvin Village, hit it on the nose last
week. He cited — but could not pronounce — a
29-letter word from Webster’s dictionary, “flocci-
paucinihilpilification.”

“It means the action of estimating is worthless,” -
Saunders explained with a chuckle.

Tibbete



A

THE BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE e JULY 8§, 1990

ocus on Politics

The barque that felt the bite of polities.
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BOSTON - Missing and presumed
stolen: ome sailing vessel, 295 feet
long, three-masted barque, color
white. Last seen entering Boston
Harbor for Fourth of July. Believed
headed northeast for territorial wa-
ters off Maine. If found, contact Gov.
Michael Dukaksis.
hey did it again. That gang
in the White House found
vet another way to vex the
hapless Democrats of
Massachusetts. This time
the Bush crowd pinched, for a full 32
hours, the Coast Guard tall ship Ea-
gle, a beauteous vessel that was to
have been the centerpiece of Bos-
ton's Fourth of July Harborfest.
Instead, the Eagle was un-landed
from her Boston wharf Monday al-
most as soon as she arrived. Secret
Service agents swarmed aboard to
make her companionways safe for
the men who run the government.
Beantown officials thought they'd
have four days to shepherd thou-
sands of ooh-ers and ahh-ers across
her gangplanks. Guess again. To
their great consternation, the Eagle
was diverted to Portsmouth, N.H.,
home port of White House chief of
staff John Sununu, then to Kenne-
bunkport, Maine.

Her mission: to lug Sununu and
assorted White House hangers-on to
the vicinity of Walkers Point,
President Bush's elaborate family
compound on Maine's rocky
coastline, for the fireworks.

Someone in high authority

decided it would be nice for the
commander-in-chief to have the
Eagle to park on, ahd park on it the
C-I-C did. It made for a rather
exhausting holiday for the Coast
Guard cadets who sail the 54-year-
old vessel. They had to up-anchor
and inch out of Boston Harbor at
midnight, sail to Portsmouth, haul
Sununu’s party aboard, then set
course for Kennebunkport. After the
last incendiary burst, Mr. and Mrs.
Bush, the secretary of
transportation and the new
commandant of the Coast Guard
were ferried ashore by Coast Guard
41-footers. The Eagle turned and
sped, if 8 knots can be called speed,
back to Boston, bucking headwinds
most of the way.

With little time to spare, the
Eagle and her gaunt crew legged it
back to Boston in time to get hastily
spiffed up and join the late-morning
parade escorting the USS
Constitution, oldest vessel in the
Navy, on its annual turnaround
cruise.

Among the losers in this latest
White House manuever involving
Massachusetts were the thousands
of holiday Harborfest tourists who
lost their chance to clamber aboard
the Eagle, only vessel of its type in
government service. “It's like the
raid on Boston Harbor all over
again,” muttered one critic. Not so,
demurred the White House press
office. Er, we planned this all along,
gulped Coast Guard spokesmen

caught in the crossfire.

But it was deja vu all over again
to Dukakis-backers still smarting
over Bush's waterborne assault on
Boston Harbor in the '88
presidential campaign. More Bush-
Sununu playing fast and loose with
the local Democratic establishment.
Two years ago, Bush staged a
campaign foray into Boston Harbor
and mounted a negative TV blitz on
“the nation’s dirtiest harbor.”

Even though conservation
groups rated Dukakis’
environmental record far superior to
Bush’s, the negative TV broadside
carried the day. To add insult to
injury, Bush as president
deliberately witheld $20 million in
federal funds already promised for
Boston Harbor.

To Bostonians used to invective
and hardball politics from the Bush
camp, the kidnapping of the Eagle
was par for the course. Shrugged
Boston Mayor Raymond Flynn after
the Eagle’s unexpected summons to
Kennebunkport: “I guess they
wanted her for a ‘read-my-lips’
party.”

Sununu, the acerbic former New
Hampshire governor, bears
particular animus for Dukakis. The
Duke dates it from the time a 1986
newspaper poll showed Dukakis
more popular with New Hampshire
voters than then-Gov. Sununu. In
June, a top Bush political aide, Ron
Kaufman, journeyed to Springfield
to be on hand for the planned

The regal Eagle’s jumbled journey

disruption of the Democratic state
convention by a police union closely
aligned with Bush’s political
operation. Dukakis’ farewell speech
to his party was delayed by five
hours, and overshadowed by
allegations that Kaufman and a
wrecking crew of GOP dirty-
tricksters sabotaged the convention
by inducing off-duty cops w mount a
picket line.

No one doubts Sununu's
eagerness to denigrate Dukakis at
every turn, and Bush’s willingness to
go along, as long as uo dirt attaches
to his skirts, personally. Whether
the Eagle was snatched as a mer:
political stunt, we'll probably never
know. Still, it could have been worse.
Big Jawn, as the White House major
domo is known behind his back.
could have snatched a far larger
prize. Also berthed in Boston for
July 4 was the real Big John, the
83,000-ton aircraft carrier John F.
Kennedy.

But that would have requirea
Sununu to cancei shore leave in
Boston for 4,800 sailors, in favor of a
midnight run to the tricky waters off
Kennebunkport, all in the name of
better camera angles for Sununu'’s
boss. Not even Big Jawn would dare
do that to the crew of the Big John.
The 180 weary cadets of the Eagle,
on the other hand, can measure their
fate in terms of the title of an old
war movie: ‘‘They Were
Expendable.”

l’);;d}\"yh; isa él&)e colummist.
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