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MAINSTREAM AMERICA ON ABORTION:
WHERE IS THE PEANUT-BUTTER-AND-JELLY MIDDLE?

Harvard Law Professor Mary Ann Glendon, author of Abortion
and Divorce in Western Law, notes that most Americans find them-
selves in the "peanut-butter-and-jelly" middle on the abortion
issue, smushed between "two thin but very hard pieces of bread."

Just where is the "peanut-butter-and-jelly middle", and how
do their views contrast with those of vocal activists at either
extreme of the abortion debate?

Following are views of the American mainstream as defined
by CBS/New York Times (September 28, 1989), Gallup (July 12,
1989), Los Angeles Times (March 19, 1989 & July 1989), Newsweek
(July 17, 1989), TIME (July 17, 1989) and Boston Globe (March 31,
1989) polls.

FHEFFAER

¥ WHAT TYPES OF ABORTION ARE APPROVED BY MAINSTREAM AMERICANS?

CBS/NY TIMES LA TIMES
1) LIFE OF THE MOTHER: 88% ("health 88%
danger")
2) RAPE 82% 84%
3) INCEST 84%
4) SEVERE DEFECT/DEFORMITY 65% 74%
EEEEEE L X

¥ HOW DO THE "HARD CASE" ABORTIONS CITED ABOVE RANK AS "MOST
IMPORTANT" REASONS CITED BY WOMEN SEEKING ABORTIONS? (Source:
Allen Guttmacher Institute, affiliated with Planned

Parenthood.)

Victim of rape or incest 1%

Woman cited "possible health problem" 3%
(including range of severity)

Fetus has "possible health problem” 1%

(those confirmed by physician)
2232 T

¥ WHAT DOES MAINSTREAM AMERICA FEEL ABOUT BIRTH-CONTROL
ABORTION, (which minimally comprises 95% of abortions performed
in America)?

CBS/NY TIMES LA TIMES 3/89 BOSTON GLOBE

6% support 80% oppose 66% oppose
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WHAT DOES MAINSTREAM AMERICA FEEL ABOUT PARENTAL
NOTIFICATION/CONSENT WHEN A MINOR DAUGHTER SEEKS AN ABORTION?

CBS/NY TIMES NEWSWEEK TIME BOSTON GLOBE
83% approve 75% approve 72% approve 81% approve
notice consent consent notice
FhEHEHEE

WHAT DOES MAINSTREAM AMERICA FEEL ABOUT VIABILITY TESTS FOR
LATE-TERM PREGNANCIES?

CBS/NY TIMES NEWSWEEK LA TIMES 17/89 TIME
2-to-1 favor 54% favor 57% favor 48%-to-38%
tests favor
EEE S 33

WHAT DOES MAINSTREAM AMERICA FEEL ABOUT LAWS TO PROVIDE
COUNSELING FOR WOMEN TO ASSURE ACCESS TO DATA ON ALTERNATIVES
AND DANGERS RELATED TO ABORTION?

NEWSWEEK TIME
88% favor 81% favor
T L L
THE ECONOMICS OF ABORTION: Scrutinizing both mainstream

American attitudes and abortion clients economically, the
following picture emerges (LA TIMES poll, March 1989):

WHICH AMERICAN INCOME >$40,000 INCOME: 42% approve
GROUPS FAVOR ABORTION? <$20,000 INCOME: 24% approve

RELIGIOUS INTENSITY: Stronger
among low income strata, a key OPPOSE ABORTION

attitude determinant. Those BY 2-to-1 RATIO
who describe religion as "very
important" in their lives:

ACTUAL ABORTION CLIENTS 35% ACTUAL ABORTION
BY INCOME: '"Contrasted with CLIENTS EARN INCOMES
the widespread perception that EXCEEDING $40,000

abortion clients come from the
low end of the socioeconomic
ladder...(they) tend to be
better educated, working full
time, earning good salaries...
single, a baby boomer and living
in a metropolitan area."

(LA TIMES, March 19, 1989)
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HOW DOES AMERICA’S PEANUT-BUTTER-AND-JELLY MIDDLE
COMPARE TO THE GLOBAL MAINSTREAM?

X ON THE GLOBAL SCENE, WHICH NATIONS IN THE WESTERN WORLD ALLOW
AMERICAN-STYLE EARLY-THROUGH-LATE-TERM BIRTH CONTROL
ABORTION? (Source for following section is Abortion and
Divorce in Western Law, Harvard University Press.)

- None in the Western World. Not England, France, West
Germany, Italy, Greece, Canada or 13 other Western nations.

- None in the Soviet Bloc. Not East Germany, Bulgaria,
Hungary, Romania, Czechoslovakia, or the USSR, etc.

FEEHHEES

* WHAT WESTERN NATIONS HAVE ABORTION LAWS COMPARABLE TO
AMERICAN-STYLE BIRTH-CONTROL ABORTION BUT LIMITED TO EARLY

PREGNANCY? (p.14)

"ELECTIVE" BIRTH CONTROL ELECTIVE BIRTH CONTROL ABORTION
ABORTION IN EARLY PREGNANCY THROUGHOUT PREGNANCY:
ONLY:
Austria U.S.A.
Denmark
Greece
Norway
Sweden
EEEE XL

¥ WHAT WESTERN NATIONS BY LAW REJECT ROUTINE BIRTH-CONTROL
ABORTION? (p.14)

ABORTION ILLEGAL - "HARD GROUNDS" "SOFT GROUNDS"
must strictly defend ABORTION ONLY - ABORTION IN EARLY
medical necessity: serious health PREGNANCY ONLY -
risk, disease, Exceptional
defect, or rape/ hardship
incest grounds: demonstrated:
Belgium Canada England
Ireland Portugal Finland
Spain France
Switzerland West Germany
Iceland
Italy
Luxembourg
Netherlands

FEEHERES
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¥ WHAT TYPES OF ABORTION RESTRICTIONS ARE MOST COMMON IN OTHER
WESTERN NATIONS?

Western nations other than the U.S. typically require pre-
abortion procedures to protect the mother’s full range of
rights, and to seek balance between competing interests of the
mother and the unborn child. France, for example, offers
70%-to-100% public financing of abortion, depending on
compelling grounds for abortion. Even with public financing,
however, France requires three pre-requisites (p.17):

HEFHEHES

FRANCE: 3 ABORTION PRE-REQUISITES,
EVEN WITH PUBLIC FINANCING OF ABORTION

1) READING OF RIGHTS: All women seeking abortions must be
presented a government brochure outlining all government
benefits and programs available to mothers and children,
adoption options and organizations offering assistance.

2) COUNSELING from a government approved service which cannot
be located in an abortion facility, thus diluting possible
bias or conflict of interest.

3) BRIEF ABORTION DELAY of one week required between an
elective abortion request and the actual procedure, except
for emergencies. (24-hours in some Western countries).

HEBEFEER

¥ LEGAL STATUS OF THE UNBORN CHILD has met with singular debate
in West Germany, and is thus worth special notice. While
German legislators approved abortion-on-demand, the West
German Constitutional Court overturned those laws. The Court
ruled that "life developing within the womb" is constitution-
ally protected by language stipulating that "everyone shall
have the right to life and inviolability of his person." The
court ruled that a woman’s right to self-determination and
privacy is subordinate to human life rights of the unborn
child.

Given West Germany’s "spiritual-moral confrontation” with
the political system of the Third Reich, the Court
emphasized every human being’s "inherent worth...which
uncompromisingly demands unconditional respect for life...and
which therefore excludes destruction of such life without
legally justifiable grounds....Even a general change
of the viewpoints dominant in the populace on this subject--if
such a change could be established at all--would change
nothing," (page 30).
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AMERICA’S ABORTION POLICY ON AN INTERNATIONAL SCALE:

ABORTION AND DIVORCE IN WESTERN LAW
By Harvard Law School Professor Mary Ann Glendon
(Harvard University Press, 1987, [617] 495-2480] )

How does America’s abortion law stack up when compared to 20
Western nations as well as key communist societies?

That’s the issue explored by Harvard Law School Professor
Mary Ann Glendon, initially through a series of Julius Rosenthal
Foundation Lectures at Northwestern University Law School.
Glendon, who champions extreme positions of neither the pro-life
nor pro-choice movements, makes the following observations:

XXX XXXXX

X AMERICA OCCUPIES A GLOBAL EXTREME ON ABORTION POLICY:
America’s abortion-on-demand policies are more extreme than those
of Western Europe as well as the Soviet Bloc nations. Of these
nations, only America has allowed abortion-on-demand throughout
pregnancy, permitting but not requiring protective measures for
the fetus at the point of viability.

¥ ABORTION AS ROUTINE BIRTH CONTROL IS REJECTED BY LAW in
England, Switzerland, Greece, West Germany, Portugal and Spain,
which require certification by doctors of grounds for abortion
(page 21).

X MID-TO-LATE-TERM ABORTIONS: '"Austria, Denmark, Greece and
Norway all forbid abortion after the first trimester except for
serious reasons, while Sweden places the cut-off point for
elective abortions....at 18 weeks," (page 22).

X ABORTION MILLS: "Only in America has a vast profit-making
industry grown up around abortion," (page 20) with so-called
"abortion mills" being a uniquely American phenomenon. France,
for example, publically finances abortions at a 70%-to-100% rate,
depending on circumstances (page 17). But such procedures must
take place in government-approved facilities where by law
abortions "cannot exceed 25% of all surgical and obstetrical
operations."”

X TO CITE A NATION WHERE ABORTION LAWS ARE "AS INDIFFERENT TO
UNBORN LIFE" as in the United States, one must look beyond the
West, beyond Europe, even beyond the Soviet bloc, to nations
where economic and population concerns "override(s) both women’s

"

liberty and fetal life...In China, for example... (page 24).

X WARSAW PACT NATIONS: "The Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia and
East Germany all forbid abortion after the first trimester except
for serious reasons, while Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania in
recent years have made their abortion laws more restrictive,"”
(page 24).

¥ LATE-TERM FETUS CONSIDERATION: Women'’s choice/elective

abortion is allowed during some phases of pregnancy in only five
Western nations other than the United States (Austria, Denmark,
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Greece, Norway and Sweden). However, of those six Western
"elective" nations, only America "does not require regulation to
protect the fetus" at the point of viability (page 22).

* PRE-ABORTION REQUIREMENTS: Demonstrating greater legal
protection of both the mother and the unborn child, Western
nations other than the U.S. characteristically require
pre-abortion procedures. Even with its 70%-to-100% public
financing of abortion, France has carved out a middle way
requiring (page 17):

1) READING OF RIGHTS: All women seeking abortions must
be presented a government brochure outlining all government
benefits and programs available to mothers and children,
adoption options and organizations offering assistance;

2) COUNSELING from a government-approved service which
cannot be located in an abortion facility, thus diluting
possible bias or conflict of interest;

3) BRIEF ABORTION DELAY of one week required between an
elective abortion request and the actual procedure, except
for emergencies.

X CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF A FETUS: 1In a reverse of the U.S.
experience, it was the West German Court which banned abortion-
on-demand previously approved by legislators. The West German
Constitutional Court ruled that "life developing within the womb"
is constitutionally protected by language stipulating that
"everyone shall have the right to life and inviolability of his
person." The court ruled that a woman’s right to self-determi-
nation and privacy is subordinate to human life rights of the
unborn child.

Given West Germany’s "spiritual-moral confrontation" with
the political system of the Third Reich, the Court emphasized
every human being’s "inherent worth...which uncompromisingly
demands unconditional respect for life...and which therefore
excludes destruction of such life without legally justifiable

grounds...Even a general change of the viewpoints dominant in the
populace on this subject--if such a change could be established
at all--would change nothing," (page 30).

XkKXkk kXXX

RESPONSES TO "ABORTION AND DIVORCE IN WESTERN LAW"

",..Dynamite...blows to bits the often-heard contention that
compromise on abortion policy is impossible in a divided
society. The experience of other nations equally sundered along
religious and moral lines shows that it is possible to craft an
abortion policy marked by compassion for pregnant women and
respect for unborn life."

-- DONALD P. KOMMERS, NOTRE DAME LAW SCHOOL
XX kXXX
'...law is a ’culture system,’ a ’story’ by which society
interprets itself... The ’'story’ Professor Glendon tells is a
chilling one: society stumbles unintentionally towards
atomization and nihilism." -- ANDREW M. GREELEY
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: Virqinia Sctatewide Post Election Survey

The Naticnal Right-Tc-lifea Comnmittse commissioned a survey
of 500 pacple whe said thay voted in genaral election for
Govarnor of Virginia. Responges to the survey wers Jatherad
Novenber 7, 1989. All raspondents intarviewed wers pars of
a fully rasprasentative sample baged on tha latsast votar
ragistration figures within the stata of Virginia.

Tha confldanca intarval associated with a sampla of this
tyre i3 such that i{n 9% out of 100 cases rasults will ba
within = 4.5% of the "trues valuas" whers "trus values" yefar
to the resulta obtained if it were possible to interview
evary votar in the stats. ' :

The issue of abortion was not tha major factor as votars
want to the poells on glscticn day, Qnly twalvq pargant
[12%) of the respondents said they votad for the candicdata
of thair choice basad solaly on that candidate's position
on abortien. Of this group, ¢i% said they voted for
Marshall Coleman, and 39% gaid they votad for Douglas
Wilder. Eighty-five parcent (85%) said they did net vote
for the candidatea of their choics based solely on the
abortion issue.

Additicnally, the intensity cf tha abersicon (ssue was
overstatad during this election. Only 12% of the
respondents said they preferred a pro~-1ifa candidate apd
felt a candidatas's pesiticn on this issue was very important
in detarmining how to vots, Thers wers even fawer votars
(1C3) who preferrsd a pro-choice candidats apgd felt a
candidatae's position on akortion was very impertant in
deciding how to vota.
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SEPTEMBER, 1989 == PART II
ABORTICN =~ NATION AND STATE
Septenber 17-20, 1989

Two-thirds of Americans say they are concaerned that wcten may
lose the right to an abortien. The same percentage think their
state i3 likely ©¢ enac¢ct abortion restricticons in tha next year
ard ire uneasy atout the role of government in this arsea. But
while Americans continue to think that aborticn should be left %o
A woman and her doctor, thers are clearly limitatiens that a
majority would faver.

Anericans support parental notification and consent for zinors,
viability testing of the fetus and upgrading of abortion clinics,
eaven if that makes doing abortions more difficulc. They
disapprove ¢f abortion as a means of birth conerel or as when
done bacause a pragnancy would intarfers with a profassional
woman‘’s caraer, And they clearly havae nixed feelings about
abortions done for reascns otRer than rape, incest, saving a
gognor 1i#e or health, and the chance of a child with a bireh
efuce. | ‘

dome of GtRis comes from the belief held by nearly half the
eountry that abortion is nurder. Still, Americans oppose
prohibiting public employees from perforning aboreicns, and, By a
wide margin, aven thase wha favor outlawing all abcrtions
dilnﬁprovu of some pro-life group tactics like abortion clinic
sit-ins.

Along with this national poll, CBS News conducted state-wide
surveys in california, TIllinois, Ohic and Texas ard, in
conjunction vith The New York Tiaas, in Florida. Ohioans sxpress
views very similar to the nation as a wvhole, while Texans are
slightly less pro-choice, Illinois slightly more 8o, and
californians significantly more pro-choice. In Florida, whers
the stata legimlature is about €0 geet on abortion, and whose
Governcr is strongly anti-sboreien, proe-choices opinions dozinats.

TRe RACLONAL pol. waB conducted Among 4 random sanpLa &f 1,047

*e intervisvad by telaghone Septenber 17-10, 1989. The error
Qi\:l to aanpling ccu‘{d bcgplun or ainus three 'p-zcmtaqo points

sults based on the entire samplae. deate surveys wers
i:;ddg;td ¢eptember 13-24, 1989. The nargin of error on each
gtate could de plus or pinus four percsntage points.
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ABORTION AND ELECTICNS

Naticnally, 9% describde chemse.ves as sing.e issue abcrilion
vorars. AS a gToup, they are less likely tham the countly 43 a
“hole to faver abortien in all circumstancas, For exanpie, only
i¢% of single issue aborticn veters wouLd say a woman snculd te
2 lowad to have an aperzion if her decter agrees ts L%,
Nationally, 58% say shis.

12 Florida, hewaver, tha single-issue gIoup, unlike the state’s
sovernor, is clearly more pro-cheice than the state as a whole.
§5% of single-issue abortion veotars in Flerida say akgortion
sheuld ba available %o those who want 1t. 46% say this etats-~
wide, and only 40% think this nationally. As & political fcrce,
=g pro-chcice voters may have Laen mobilized by che Governor
Marzirez’s actions imnmediataly after the Suprene Cours ruling in
wepster v. Raproductive Health Servicaes.

In all other states surveyed, single-issue abortion voters were
dominated by those who ara ¢pposed tO mest aborsions.

ABCRTICON AND THE COURTS

Twers are three cases up befors the Supreme Courc this fall
.nvolving aborsion restrictions.

The subsect of Ohio v. Akron Center for Repréoductive Healzh L8
carental notification for minors. Americans favor this 83% to
11t (so do Onhicans, by sinilar margins). The Minnescota case,
Hedgson v. Minnesota, concerns & state law requiring parental
congent. Americans would alse favor that, 7¢% to 25%.

cna of the most serious cases before the Cours this session is
Ragsdale v. Turnock, the Illinois case that would put strinqent
regulations on the licensing of privats abortion clinics,
requiring that they De sffectively as well aquipped as Respital
emergancy rooms. 72% faver this, aven though it would make it
mere difficult for clinica to perform abortigns. Thare is alse
majority support in Iilinois for this.

Az for the Webster case, Rmost Americans are unwilling to express
an cpinion en this, saying they haven’t heard enough about it.
Anong those whe do, disspproval cutweighs approval by more than
two to ene. However, the public doas have epinions cn two parts
of that dacision.

Anericans favor viability tests for fatuses of 20 weaks or more
by more than twe £o ona, However, they opposse legislation (like
that in the Misscuri law) that would prohibit public emplcyees
and public hospitals from performing abortions.




SQURCES OF ABCRTICN OPINICNS

The ambivalence that exista in opinions about abcrticn comes fron
a variety of scurces. But there are clearly conflicts about what
and whe is right, and what the rcle of governnent shculd Re.

Nearly half <the public thinks aborticn (s che same Thing as
murdering a child, But many of those pecpls (and 2.% <¢f the
sotal sanple) say Shat while aborsicn is murder, it is scmetimnes
ere best thing in a bad situation. Consaquently, many ©f tRese
Americans will support legal abortion under cartain, "saer.ous,”
conditions,

65% cf =he public thinks that, no matter what their own opinion
i3, the government has no susiness preventing a woman from having
an aboretion. Nearly half of those whe ehink abertion is xurdar
reliave the same <hing, cbvicusly creating A siguation wheras
. personal opinion abeut abertion and about the Iole ¢! governnant
differ greatly. : :

Even among those who say Shey favor abortion generally, many will
oppose Abortisn under certain conditions. GCansequanctly, SUpPROrT
for the availability of legal abertion varies drastically
depeanding on the parceived ngeriousness”" of the rsascn for thae
abortion and the implications of bearing the child.

FAVOR LEGAL ABCRTION ...

when mother’s health endangersd 88%
In case Of rape 82%
1f chanca of gerious defect 70%
Whan doctor agrses 5%
For low incone family 49%
Wwhen woman is unmarzied - 48%
If teanager would Rave to drop out 47%

I# professional would interrupt carser 34%
As prine neans of birth gontrol 6%

what matters most in determining abortien opinicr is not sex oOr
religious prefsrence. Women and mean express generally sinilar
vievs. Where they differ, woman arse slightly less pro-choice
(for example, 38% of men supported legal aborticn in cases of
rape, whila only 77% of women did). Catholics in general have
opinions like those of other dencrinations.

Religious participation and the importance of religien have mors
of an impact on what pecple think about this imsus. Those who
say religion is extremely important in their own lives, and those
who attend religious services reqularly, regardless of thelir
raligious prefersance, &rs ROSt likely to aexpress anti-abortion
cpinions. They overvhelaingly describe abortion as gurder., And
Wwhile most Americans think the governaent should stay out of the
abortion arsa, less than half of serious churchgoers do.




THE ACTIVISTS

Americans view pro-cholce act.vists favorably, but have gererally
nixad cpinicns about their anti-agorsion counterparts. 59% say
to-cholce activists ars reasonabla people, dut only 44% describe
pre-life activiscs that way. Nearly as nany say the pre=iife
activists are extremists.

Par= of this may ke due %2 the way Amerizans View certain antie
aborticn activis.es, Three-quarters of the public say that
apereion clinic 8site-ins, plocking entrances, and appreaching
wonen encering clinics to try and Keap then from having abor<.ons
are unacceptable forms of political protests. This is not seen
as a civil liberties issue, even by self-described liberals. B81¥%

cof them say thcsae tactics are unaccsptable.
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Most in US favor ban on majority of aborfions, poll finds |

‘his headline from the Bosion Glode of , . -
‘March 31, 1989 is indicative of the
findings of a number of newspaper polls
conducted during the first few months of 1989.
The vast majority of the American public does

not believe abortion should be legal except under | “Most American s would
a few « - exceptionally rare - - circurnstaness, {See :
graph beiow,) The resuits of the Glode and other , PPy

polls take on even more significance in light of ban the vast frec 0?’2?}’ Qf

the results of a Planned Parenthood-affiliated . . g
poll whica asked women to give the main reason abortzons .P e7_‘formed in chS g

why they had chosen to have an abortion. (See )
graph below.) When the results of the Globe and - Counhy R
Planned Parenthood polls are compared, it is

clear that the reasons almost all abortions are Boston Globe
done today are for precisely those reasons which
the vast majority of the American public do not March 31, 1989

believe abortion should be legally available. In
other words, the overwhelming majority of
Americans oppose almost all abortions done -
today. Conversely, only a tiny fraction of the abortions being performed are done for reasons for which the
American public would allow l=ga] abortion (when the mother's life is threatened, when the pregnancy resuits from
rape or incest, or when the child may be handicapped). ‘

For the most par, polls also showed that only broad general stacements abour abortion - - such as if onec
“supports’’ the Suprems Courr desision (which very few people understand and very few newspapers report

correctly) - - are able 10 garner majority support. Bur when pollsters ask abour specific circumstances, in aimost al -

cases tie American public overwnelmingly opposes abortion.

—_ e POHS A_Part —..

|

o, ; . | Most Important Reasons for
Majority wants it to be illegal Having an Abortion

Should Should be Survey of 1900
i e (By percentage) : abortion patients

' : Relationahip l Aida Torres, Senior
A :o’:::: P::i‘::"‘: :::‘c': 37% Prodiema Resecreh Asioc.
A miner emotional atrain " 53% Changy in 2.3 Alan Guttmacner

A

Instituts, ¢omarthor
S 30 %

Life Siyte
i J.D. Ferrent Dir.

Wrong time in T

Father unwilling 37

\ N8 6
life 10 Rave 19 khelp raise 13, A
1 enild the child _ 63% -:{,5;:::::'.::3{
B Not Read char i
Fetus not Father 7% 31% °fw rh{ ,‘,5/'/&.8' lession la'n
cesired yex abacnt 62% Responitsility ebortion ey
s 3.6 Asm. of Repregus
Weman Motrer wana i Syl L7 tive Health Frae
sunnot affers aboriion—/ather . B
aehld waans baby_ 577 /::.rmnaj;nn'.a;
Ao meam Father wants ¢ 31 o, caeng,
of birn aberticn=—matnce
" eontroj o wants b:ny- 59% Atga Torres, semior researeh assoe,, Alan Cuumaener Institute; corawther

: =J.D. Forest, directar of resegren, May 7, 1958,

This graph diffen frem the ene putllshed In the Glode, which shawed the fesponscs of only the 33% of respendents whe fuppor aborien in “'eertain eireumstances,
Thiv more accurate graph reficets 4 well the 28% wno tupper adortion in ‘‘al cireumstances’’ and the 19% who support abortion in ''ne eircunscances.’' Poll
terveyeq 1,002 mpiatered voters natienwide,




GCauUP Jucy 1989

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

This survey was conducted by telephone July 6-9, 1989, among a
nationally representative sample of 1,253 adults, 18 and older. For results
based on a sample of this size, one can say with 95% confidence that the error
attributable to sampling and other random effects is plus or minus 3
percentage points.

Results based on subsamples of the 1,253 interviews may be subject to
larger sampling error. In addition to sampling error, question wording and
practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into
~ the findings of public opinion polls.




1. In 1973 the Supreme Court ruled that states
cannot place restrictions on a woman’s right to
an abortion during the first thres months of
pregnancy. Would you like to see this ruling
overturned or not?

Gallup
4/89 Poll

Current Mewsweek 12/88
Overturn ........ 34....... 39...... 37
Not overturn.....58....... 51...... 58
OON’T KNOW....... 8....... 10...... B
............. s 5800065 a0 0sd 0000400100
........................ A750)..(1213)

2. Do you approve or disapprove of this week’s
Supreme Court decision allowing states to pass
Jaws that restrict abortions?

3. Do you feel strongly about this or not?

APPIOVE. v evrvreernen.. 37 | ‘
Strongly...ovvveiivin, 28
Not strongly......... I 9
Disapprove..;. ........ 55.
Strongly..... - 44
Not strongly........... 11
DON'T KNOW..uvvvvnnn. _8




4. As I read some restrictions on abortions that
are being considersd in some states tell me if
you would favor or oppose such a restriction in

your state?

Favor Qcpose 0K

Not allewing

abortions to

be performed in

public haspitals

unless the abortion

is required to

save 3 woman’s life g4 43 3 =100

In cases where

he mother is

ive months pregnant,

equiring a test

0 see if the fetus

ight survive outside

f the womb before

1lowing the abortion? 52 41 7 = 100

equiring that women

nder the 18 years

f age get parental

onsent before they

re allowed to -

ave an abortion? 67 29 4 = 100

assing laws and

egulations that

ould make it

ery difficult for

omen’s c¢linics that

erforms abortions

0 continue to operate 36 89 5= 100

Do you feel that it is Tikely or unlikely that
laws will be passad in your state that will make
it difficult for a woman to get an abortion?

Likely.evvuuun.. 84
Unlikely........36
DON’T KNOW......19

100



Which political party better reflects your views
on abortion--the Republicans or the Democrats?

Tctal ¢n. Dem. Inden.

epublicans......... L.34....68.....13... . 24
RMOCTALS. s v v 5 8% A nno o b0 news B3 v 31
either (VOLUNTEERED)..S8..... §:venns . S 16
oth (VOLUNTEERED)..... ..., ) N Qisa wnw 2
ON'T KNOW. soavsonseas 20:eisld. v0ns 19..... 27
.................... 10044100 ..,100 100

Do you approve or disapprove of the way George
Bush has handlez the aborticn issue?

PPPOVE: soncaao s aiinime 43....5%9..... 83, uus 38
isapprove....ouuv.us, 38 veulBun 0w 44..... 37
ONT KNOW. < o558 50 n 22....16..... 3.0 25
.................... 100...100...,100....100

As a result of the Courts ruling, are your meore
1ikely to do any of the following?

ake a po]iiica] candidates position on abortion
ore into account when deciding which candidate to
upport , '

................ Tatal....Men....lomen
BSssaunscws s uiis Eleeiennn 88..... 64
Dibibdenmmmun enmsmswn s suss 39 iaus 29
6% L KnoW. censess ey mEm I |
................ beivas vend U0 50« 100

ontribute money or time to an organization
upporting your pssition on abortion

................ T~tz1....Men....Women
B8 a i ssuinvnymn na . /L (R 48
{1 P 1. S 59..... 48
on’t Know........ e RA b 2.0 4



Call or write an elected official to register your
opinion on abortion

................. Tatal... . Men....Women
D LT 2 P, 48..... 59
L B -1s A 39
Don’t Know........ 255 b g 2. 2
................. 109......100. 100

Take part in a puhlic demonstration in support of
your position on c:avtion

................. Tatal. ... Men. .. .Yomen
L T 25. ... - PRy 29
O s s 55554 bnmennns & 5w 78..... 67
Don’t Know........ e PR I 4
................. 1Cu......100....100

oW on another teopic

As you may have heard, Qliver North was
sentenced for "'« involvement in Iran-Contra
case. Do you t"'nk the sentence was fair, the
sentence was teu nirsh or North got off too
easy?

orth got off toc e2sy...26

adn’t heard.............. 1
ON'T KNOW. . ovvvunnnnn., . 4
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MAJORITY CRITICAL OF ABORTION DECISION:
BUT MOST AMERICANS FAVOR SOME NEW RESTRICTIONS
BY ANDREW KOHUT AND LARRY HUGICK

PRINCETON, N.J. -- Last week’s Supreme Court decision allowing states
to put sharp new restrictions on abortion receives a strong and mostly
negative reaction from the public. In the latest Gallup Poll, 55% disapprove
of the decision while 37% approve. Seven in ten (71%) Americans say they have
strong opinions one way or the other about the decision.

Americans remains deeply divided and conflicted in their attitudes
toward the abortion issue. Neither side of the abortion debate can c¢laim to

“have a majo%ify of the public firmly in its camp. While most Americans oppose
a complete reversal of the Roe v. Wade decision that gave women unrestricted
access to abortion in the first three months of pregnancy, most would favor
some new restrictions on abortion at the state level.

With an issue as controversial as abortion, virtually any decision is
Tikely to fail to win the support of a majority. For example, although
disapproval of last weeks’s decision comes mostly from Americans who are "pro-
choice", -the pell finds that nearly one in three (29%) of those who favor the
overturn of Roe v. Wade disapprove of the decision in the Missouri case.

Women Divided on a Women’s Issue ‘

Women are rezcting more strongly than men to the recent decision. Now
that the states have greater authority to restrict abortion, six in ten (63%)
women say they will give greater weight to a candidate’s position on the issue
when they vote; a similar proportion (58%) say they are now more likely to
call or write an elected official to register an opinion on the abartion
issue. About one-half (48%) of women say they are more likely to contribute
time or money to an organization supporting their own point of view on
abortion; three in ten (29%) women are more likely to participate in a public
demonstration on abortion.

Men are consistently less Tikely to express these attitudes. A majority
(89%) of men, however, do say the abortion issue is now likely to be a more
important consideration in the voting booth.

R T T A T T A T S o0 )



the fifth month of pregnancy (52%), another component pf Missouri law
governing abortion.

Looking ahead to a case the Supreme Court will consider next fall, a
majority (59%) of Americans oppose the general idea of passing laws to make it
more difficult for abortion clinics to operate.

Two Parties Even on Abortion Issue

Both parties have divisions within their rank-and-file on the abortion
issue. The abortion issue clearly helps the GOP with Southerners ‘and .
Evangelical Protestants, two groups who tend to oppose legal abortions. The
degree to which Evangelicals have increasingly favored the Republican Party
helps to explain why self-described Republicans are more 1ikely than Democrats
to favor the overturn of Roe v. Wade (43% vs. 33%). Yet a sizable proportion
of Republicans (36%) oppose any changes in the legal status of abortion,
including the Supreme Court’s recent ruling allowing new state restrictions.
Upper-income people, college graduates, and the young -- groups that generally
have Republican Teanings -- all tend to be "pro-choice" on abortion.

Among Dermocrats, opinion leans toward the "pro-choice" position over a
“right to 1ife" stance (46% vs. 33%). Some of the groups most likely to
identify with the Democratic Party, however -- older people, minorities and
the less well educated -- are less likely tc share the views of their fellow
Democrats on abortion.

Overall, the two political parties rate about evenly when Americans are
asked which one better reflects their views on abortion -- 37% name the
Democrats, while 34% name the Republicans. The issue may give the Democrats a
slight advantace among political Independents, who generally have less
restrictive zttitudes toward abortion. Independents favor the Democratic
Party by a margin of 31% to 24% on the abortion issue.

President Bush gets a mixed rating from the public on how he has handled
this controversial issue -- 43% approve while 35% disapprove. More than one
in five (22%) expresses no opinion of Bush’s handling of the issue. Opponents
of legal abortion tenc to approve (8C% vs. 268% disapprove) while a majority
(58%) of people with "pro-choice" attitudes disapprove. Those most pleased
with Bush on the abortion issue tend to be male, Republican, and of the
Catholic or an Evangelical Protestant faith. Those most likely to criticize
Bush on the abertion issue tend to be female, college-educated, more affluent,
non-Catholic, nen-Evargelical and Democratic or Independent politically.
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Most Americans Think

Abortion Is Immoral

By CEORGESKELTON, T¥mes Staff Writer

Most Americans persanglly con-

er abortiani“ 1o be Ymmomi—in s

el, “murder.” But they also be-

ve deeply that each wonlag -

ould be allewed 10 decide for
réell whether to have an abor-
n, & natlonwlde survey by the
mies Poll has faund.
Abortlon clearly Is an 1ssue that
s at the congcicnce and stjra up
nflicling feclings avbout right and
ong and the pracucajilies of
Ing in a complex gociely, the poll
wed. - .
n the one hang, Americans
mantly object to abortlon if lts
¥ purpose Is birth control. Nor
they support it as way o avoid

rriuge. Ang they oppose It “on -

and,” as &« mere convenlence.

¢ Jusiilcatlon

the other hang, practlically
rybody agrees that abortion ig
ticd when the mather's fife (5 in
ger or if the pregnancy was
ed by rapeor fncest. To n lesser
nt, but atiil overwhelmingly,
le also support abortlon If the
ts {lkely .to have a serious
defecl. .
ericans tead o support the
eme Court’s Jandinark decision

mmer, and there has been
lation that it could subatan-
ajter or cven overiurn that
lon.

lic support for th L o

., Warm, but:

old court decision s -only Ipke-

to outiaw aborlions, as advocated
aggressively by “pro-life” groups.
in faci, the survey provides
evidence that the years-long, con-
slant agitatlon by factions on both
sideg of the issue—anu-ndorlion or
“pro-life” and pro-abortion or
“pro-choice” groups—has had lit-
tle impacl on public oplnion. It
Indicates that Amcrican opinlons
Please aee ABORTION, Page £8

ople Qyetwhvinkingtyx ;
oppose amending the Coﬁn)&‘ﬂ‘:fgi N

|

: tinued frem Page 1
ﬁaboru'ou today are about the
sme as Lhey were 2 decade ago,
acgording to Times Poll Director
14 Lewis. :

Poliically, most people do not

vate for a candidate simply because
of;a position on aborlion, the suc-
vey showed. But a significant bum-
ber —a thisd of those inlerviewed —
asperied that ihey indeed would
switch their vole away from a
pdilician who took “the wrong
snd."” Most of 1hese people gener -
al[y oppose abortion, an ndicalion
that oppanents feel more sirengly
about the subject than do support-
ers. .
The Times poll, in one of the
lajgest and most substantive sur-
veys ever conducted on the cmo-
tional issue of aborlion, inter-
viewed 3,583 American adolis by
telephone Mareh 3-10. The margin
of error for a survey of this size is 3
peccentage poiols in either diree-
{ion.

The survey included a nationai
cross sechion sample of 2406 peo-
ple, plus an additianal 4,177 wora-
en. The “oversample” of women
was added because of abortion's
stecial significance (o them and in
order W0 provide greater statislical
precision [o- their opinions. But
their answers were “weighted” so
that, overall, they properiy fit into
a‘normal percentage mix of men
apd woinen,

-Eight percent of the women
ijterviewed acknowledged having
had an abortion themselves—some
of them more than once.

«"Nobody cealfy knows what pro-

" portion of women in the United -

States aclually have had an abor-
Uon,” pollster Lewis said. “We
have to assume that 8% is a
minimum figure. A fifth of the
women we inlerviewed who admit-
ted they have had an aborion 3aid
they had never before told anyone
abou it. There musi he many mare
who ave still unwilling to discuss
the subjecl.” .
Contrasted with the wkiespread
perception that abortion clients
coine from the low end of the
sociceconomic Yadder, women wha
told the Times poll thay they had
aborted a fetus tended (o be better
cducated, working full ime, earn-

flos Angeles Stues

ing good salaries and generally
representative of every racial and
ethaic group. ‘Chey also tended to
be either childless or the parent of
just ane child, single, a baby boom-
er and living in melrepolitan areas.
Religien is not very important in
their lives.

Aniericans generally find abor-
tion 1o be moraliy repugnant, the

‘poll showed. But they also see it

oflen as a necessary evil, a 1ast
resort for desperate people.

Amang those inlerviewed, 61%
said they believe aborlion to be
“moratly wrong.” Just 22% said it
is “morally right™ Even women
who have had an abortion are




divided on the moral mmuan wuh
% consndcnng it lo be “w
“yjght™and 2%'% 1o} Sure.
2ed, a large najorily —57% —
nk “abostion is murder,™ the poll
found. Only 35% disagree. It even

abortion and a fouclth of Lhe peoplc
whagencrally favoc it.

But the key 1o understanding lht"
overnding alitide of Argericans
toward abeslion can be fourd in
their answers to this question: “Do
you agree or disagree with this
statentent? ‘] personally feel that
abortion is morally wrong, but 1
also fect that whether ar not to
Rave an abostion is a decision that

has 1o be Inade by evecy woman for
herself”” Seventy-four perocent
agreed and only 21% disagreed,
with 5% not sure.

Even twoathirds of the people
~who said they gencrally oppose
abortion agreed that cach woman
should be allowed te choose for
herself whether 0 haveone.

tnlike most of the “pro-choice”
-and "'pra-life™ aclivists who altract
media aticnlion, retilively few
Americans approve-—or disap-
pravc—ol abortion carle blanche
under any circamsiances. They
havea range of standards

in oxder of prianily. for example,
people favor aborlion *“when a
woman's health is seriously endan-
gered” (88%-6%), “if a woman
became pregnant as the result of
rape or incest™ (34%-10%) and “'if
there is a strong chance of serios
defect in the baby™ {(74%-171%).

Bul they begin (o oppese abar-

ton as the reasxons bhecome less
ocompcliing, such as “if the family
‘han 2 very low income and cannat
afford any more children'® {(41%
,49% against), ‘Sf an unmartied
woman who iz pregnant does not
wanl to marry the man™ {40%-
51%), i she is married and doea
tiot want any more children”

(38%-94%) and “whenitisused as -

2 torm of Lirth contro)” (13%-
80%).

Prople reject the general notlon
that 2 woman “should be able ta get
an abortion no mawter what Lhe
reason” (34 % -57%).

In fact, the respondenis sald that
“generally speaking” \hey do ot
favor zbortion (34% for., 40%
againxt, 26% not sure). And ever
people who do favor abortion aver-
whelmingly oppose ils use for birth

_control.

Yet, by 46% 10 35%, peeple iend
to sugport the Supreme Court’s Roe
vs. Wade decivon, wiitch struck
down aH state laws making abos-
tion a crime and declared that the
Constitution guarantees women
the right to ead early pregnan-
cies—1those In the first lrimester—
free froin government interfer-

ence. “Every woman has the right'

to conlral ier awn body,”™ a majari-
ty of those interviewed by The
Times agreed (51%-44%).

Pecple are strongly opposed to
any constitulional amemdment thal
would outlaw abertiona {(28% for,
62% againat). And they also oppose
going back 1o the pre-1973 system
of “permitting each alate o deckde
whelher sborlions are legal™ (4%

Flesss sos ABOATION, Page 27

Abortion when the famiy hee s fowr  EIEENEE 1%
income snd canaat sfford soy mors o
chadsen 4%

Abortion when the unmanied
wOornan doss Rot wamt ta many tha




ABORTION:
Question Stirs
Mix of Feelings

Continued from Page 26 :
for,501‘ aganst). -

The survey showed that peogle
on the high end of the sociocco-
nomic scale are dramatically more
sympathellc toward abortion than
those on the low end. For example,
45% of the people who wenl to
college generally favor abortion,
while- only 25% of high school
dropouts do. Likewise, 42% of
peopie earning more than $40,000 a
year favor abortion, bat just 24% of
thade wha Lake in [ess than $20,000
do.

For many, the practical, every-
day burdens of giving birth and
raising 2 child greally influence
‘their altitude toward abortion. Fer
cxample, pecple who are self-em-
ployed, working full time or look-
ing for a job are significantly more
supportive of abortion than are
homemakers or retired persons.

People in this survey were about
evenly divided between thoge who

think “motherhgod must always be -

a woman's most impaerlant and
satisflying role’” and olheis who feel
“motherhood can sometimes keep a
woman from {ulliliing her true
potenual in life.™

The majority of people.who sup-
. port abortion think that raising
children can hold back 2 woman in
her career. But the majority of
thoose who oppose aborlion believe
that motherhood should be the

LY R I i

might

Al presene, t does not appear that the Burh Administration will suffer
H ths Suprerme Coure oveckwns foe ve. Wade.

m&mmnwmwm&ﬂmmratv&a
donar its flos versus Wade decision which &SSOty SUDPOTS
abortion K the Court cormphas, wik 1hat make you nire or lass Skaly
10 seppart the Bush Admicvstration?

Part of ths resson ia that voters who favor abortion won't switch their

vote on account of the abortion ssue. But those who oppoen abortion

SonnpiopanEnymMmmWopoﬁowmo#hc
or she 0ok whet thay considerad to be the wrong stand on ebor tion.
How sbout youlf:mc-t)ammismsohmummyoumuw
naﬁdnﬁad:mmbommaighddmw»mcfar B
somebody sise bacarse you disagread an aborlion, ornot?

PAVOR ovroes Mo AL
ABORTION AZOHTION  OFYROM  MESPONGENTS

Bwitch 30% as% R 7 4 4 3z%

Not swirch &5% 4% 7™ 9%
Dot Know 8% 0% 1mn% 8%
Actuaily. ebortion b not a partisan issue. Rspublicana and Democsats,
for once. #ee 6y 10 eye. _ .

" Party AfMation -

- : DEMOCRAT  NOCPENCENT REPUSUICAN RESPOMOENTS
Favor K. > I I 34%
‘Cppose 39% - 47% 41% 40%

Na Opindon 26% 28% 22% 28%
maost {mportant, satisfying thing a By religlon, Jews solidly support

. woman does. .

Only roughly one-fourth of
blacks and Latnos favor aborlion,
but mare than a third of Anglos do.

mgly, however, there are

Surprism,
- 8o significant differances in zbar-

tion views between men and wom-
en, young and old and RRepublicans
and Democrats, thepoli found. -

abortion. Bt Christisns— particu-
larty Roman Catholtcs—do not.

_ l’eople who say religion i3 “very

imporiant™ (n their jives

abortion by more than2to 1.
Geographically, pecple along the-

Pacific Coust and in New Kngtand
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; Paopie Who Favor Abortlon:

® Have generally liberal views on “family values.”’ They favor changing
I'woman's status in socioty and do not feel that a woman's place {8 in the
. homa. They think matherhood can comatimes be s burden. Thay support '
i homosexval rights, :
; @ Tand to have fewer children; more often than not thay are cepsratad,
; remarsied or have been divorcad,
i @ Consider raligion [o39 important in their livas and tend to be Jawish or
! to attand religious servicas only occasionally. .
i ®Pglitically identify themselvos 83 mora liberal and In party uftiliation
| split evanly between Ropublicans and Damocrats.
| @ Tand to earn mors thon $30,000 per yoar, be middle-aged, live in &
, central city or suburb in Naw England, the Mid-Atlantie or the Pacific
states. Mora likely than not & tomale wege earnar contributes more than
40% of the family incoms.

i
‘
'
1
1 .
|

- People Who Oppose Abortion:

'
|
|
'

® Feel the country is in & ¢tate of moral decline and hold conservative
+ views on "family vaiues.” To them, a woman's place ie in tha hame and
, motharhood must always be 8 woman's most impartant and satistying |,
. role. ,
., ®Have more childron than average (four or more) and tend not to use
« contraception.

® Consider religion vary important in their lives and regularly or
frequontly mttend sorvices. They are most often Latino wnd Roman
Catholic or hold fundamentalist Pantecostal religious views.

® Are either conservative or tond to pay little attantion 1o politics.
@ Ganerally sither own thair own businessos or hold gervice-rolated
| potitiana, aarning fess than $20,000 per year. Thay tend to live in smaller
. eltlag orinrural areas of the Midwest and Deop South.

ABORTION: Majority Support
Women’s Right to Make Choice

{
Chatlnued from Page 27 However, 5% of the people In
Americans. Pcople in the Deep  this survey reported that they use
Bouth and Midwest are more op-  no contraceptives, Actually, Cath»

" posed than others. olics reported using them slightly
Divorced and separated people  morethan Protestants or Jews.
tend to support abortion, But single There is a tendency to {eel that

pecple who never have been mar-  “legal abortions have encouraged

ried, and those who had split from  people 10 become gexually promis- @M
tHeir first spouse and remarried cuous” (48% agree, 43% disagree). W{A

aqimebo-dy else, are divided on the People belleve overwhelmingly -

lskue. People in their first marriag-  that “minors should have to get

e tend Lo opposo abortion. their parents’ permission before

* {Also, people who faver abortion  having an abortion” (81%-14%).

@\‘) tind tobe muchleascertainof their  However, the survey offered a
;- views than those wha oppose it. good illustration of why moat preg-

|The public does not want to use  nant minors do not seck thelr
lax funds to pay for sbortions of  parents’ permission. When asked if
¢ people, the survey showed they had a pregnant dsughter
(38% for. 52% againat). Therefea  whether they would “help her get
wzde dlfference of opinion betweer  the abortion or oppose it,”" only &
people who favor abortion (64%  third replied "help” and half an.
fdr using tax dollars) and those  swered “oppose.”
who oppose it (15% for). A majprity of people think any JZ
1But roughly two-thirds of all  woman seeking an abortion should -D“
péople—abortion supporters and ‘be required “to get the consent of
opponents alikewbelieve that the  the natural fathee” (53%-37%).
rdeponsibilily for financing the ters  Women think thiy less than men,
monatfon of a pregnancy should  butthey tend to agree.
rdst with one or both of the parents. Finaily, people had poor impres. \&, W
'Mars than two-thirds of those  sions of leaders of both the pro-
interviewed said “the government  abortion and anti-abortion move-
sheild make contraceptives more  ments (only 26% and 24% favora-
wic ly available”” Even 71% of  ble, respectively).
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Many in Survey Who Had bortion Cite Guilt I‘eelmgs

By GEORGE SKELTON, Times Staff \Writer

For a woman who has an abox-
ton, the experience can be Irau-
malic, leading oftea to feelings of
guill and sometimes even regret
about her decision not th bear the
child. The father of an aborted
felus typically is nagged even more
by guikLang regret.

While the nalional debate over
aborlion usuatly is focnsed on the
highly vocal activists who compete
passionately on cach side of the
emolional issue, the public seldom
hears [rom the women who actual -
Iy have had aborlions. Bul in a
nationwide survey, the Times Poll
caught a unique glimpse of their
molivations, backgrounds, atti-
tides and anxiclici—for instance,
that more than kalf feel guilty

“abaut the abortion andt one-fourth
regrelat.

Waomen who getl aborlions, ac-
cording to thls survey, tend not to
be members of the wnderclass, as
they often arte porirayed. Com-
pared lo the average, they are
betler educated and have higher
meames---42% went to college and
35% e¢arn mare than $40,000.

They also tend te be single,
between the ages of 24 and 40 and
live in metropolitan areas. They are
nol very religions. And a higher
percentage of women in the West
gel abortwons than de women in
other cegions.

One-fourth said (hat somcone
else in their mmediate family also

bhas had an abortion—a sister,
mother or a daughler.

Eight percent of Lhe 2533 wom-
en inlerviewed by telephone ack-1
aowlcdged having had at least one
abortson. But Times Poll Direclor
I.A_ Levns eatimaled that tdus 8%
represenls only a minimeum hgune‘
for actual abortions, theorizing that
many women are rciuciant to ad-
mit having had one.

In {act, one-fifth of the women in
this survey who admitled having
had an aborlion said that they
never had told anybody about it
before talking to the Times inter-
viewer. But over half said they had
informed their spouse or their
oL
A "seuse of guilt about having
had anabottion™ was fell by 56% of
the women. And 26% said they
w “raostiy regret the ahorlion."
the LOSO me
viewed in the survey, 7% acknowl-
edged having been the father of an
abocted child. Guilt was fell by
almost lwo-thirds and regret by
moce than a thind.

Oniy 39% of the women believed
thal abortion is “morally right.”
About 33 many, 37%, considered it
lo be "morally wrong” and 24%
were not sure. Roughly a third
agreed that “gbortion is murdes.”

Bul, in answer to another ques- -

tion, roughly Llhree-fourlths de--
clared that although ““aborlion is

morally wrong,” the decision about
whether 10 have .one “has 0 be
made by every woman foc herself.”
A “woman has 1he right 16 conlrol
her own body,” they sard.

For most of lthese women who
have had abortions, the issues came
down to mavlers of “hwman rights™
and “a realistic solution—a neces-~
sary evil for a personal dilemma.”

Asked why they gol an abortion,
the principal reason cited wag that
"1 was 00 young.” Other major
feasons given were that the preg-
nancy posed a threat to the moth-
er's health, thal she could not
financialiy support the child oz that
there was a flawed relationship
with the father.

Before reaching the agonizing
decision to have an abortion, the
persorn whom the woman most
caommonly lalked it over with was
the father. €43% of the Lime).
Parenis were consulied less than
half as often (20% ).

Nearly two-thinds of the women
oppose the idea of requiring the
natural father’s consenl before an
aboriion can be pecformed. Bul
two-thirds agree that “minors
should have to get their parents’
peanission befare they can get an
abortion.” .

More than two-thirds felt that
cven if abortions were outlawed, it
would not reduce the ninmber naw
being performed in the Unned

States. They apparently feht thal
women with unwanied pregnan-
cies merely wouid turm to back-al-
ley aborlions.

Asked whelhernwouldbehard
er for an unmarried woman (o rear
a child aut of wedlock, or give up
ihe baby for adoption, or have an
abortion, 2 majorily (52% ) said the
“hardest” thing would be W hand:
over the inflant o adoontipn. The
easiegl wasa abortion {18%).

A majrity indicated they con-
sidered motherhood a burden, with
53% agreeing il _"can somelimes
heep a weman from f{ulfilling her-
true potential in life.” These wom-
en pefected the thests thal “moth-
erhood must always be 2 woman's
most importanl and satislying
role.” Only 32% agreed with (he
lalter statement.

Twa-thirds said they would
“hetp® their own daughter oblain’
an abortlon, bul more than a filth
declared they would “oppose it."

One-third said that “abartions
have encouraged peopfc o become
sexally promiscuoun.”

About hall said they were not
using any contraceptive when they
8ol pregnant. And in the majority
of cases (57%), both sexuat part-
ners were single.

The survey was conducted
March 3-10. The margin of error
was J percenlage points in either
direction. -
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Reason “Most Important  In Any Way
Weman i;' ¢oncerned about how
having a baby could change her life 16% 76%
Wornan «J.lan’t afford Baby now 21% 68%
Worman Has problems with relationship
or wants to aveid single parentheod 12% 51%
Woman {s unready for responsibility 21% 3%
Woman QoeSn’t want others to know :
she has had sex or is pregnant 1% %
Woman is not mature enough, or s
100 young to have a child 1% 30%
Woman has all the chidren she wanted,
or has all grown-up children Y Y %%
Husband or partner wants woman to ,
have abortion v 1% 23%
Fetus has possible health problem @ g‘sﬁf"@ 13%%
S A & \
Woman has health problem (Seveddud) 1% ¢ 7%
Woman’s parents want her to have
- abortion less than .5% 7%
| Worman was victim of rape or incest 1% 1%
Otner ' 3% &%
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Reasons Women Obtain Abortions

Percentage
Who Said
Percentage This Reason
Who Said Influenced
This Reacon Was  Decision

|
|

The following footnotes to the table above explain how the percentags for “life of the
mother” and "genetic abnormality” deseribed in the text above wers calculated,

sThe actual number of sbortions for “genetic abramality,” 2 situation that most
metobers of the public would regard as a “hardl case,” is actually sigrificantly smallet than
"'ﬁ: 13% bsted here because of the broad category that AGI used in constructing this
‘a 'b

Thitteen percent of all of the 1,900 women surveyed stated that a possible health
problern of the fetus contributed to their decision to abory, and according to additional
information provided in the text of the AG! article, of that thirteen percent, only eight
percent said “that 2 physician had advised them that the fetus had a defect or was
abnormal.” ajustification that most marnbers of the public would consider 38 2 “hard case”
reason for their abortion.

Therefore, only 1% (computed as .08 times 13 = 01—or 1%) of the 1,500 wemen
surveyved gave fetal abnormality as 2 reason for sbortion. The percentage would be even
lower if we used the figure for the “most important reason.”

*The actual number of abortions sought for what mest members of the public would
regard as 8 “hard case” of “endangering the life or health of the mother” 1s actually
significantly emalier thon the 7% listed in the table because of the broad category that AGI
used in constructing this table. ‘ ‘

vin all, 53 percent of those having an abortion because 67 a health problem said that 2
doetor had told thern that their condition weuld be made worse by being pregnant,” stated
the AGI article.

Therefore, less than 4% (computed 23 53 times .07 = .037—or 3.7%) of the 1,500
women surveyed gave 3 personal heaith condition as 3 hard case reason for abartion.
percentage would be even lower if we used the figure for the “most important raaenn "
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Public Opinion Regarding Post-Webster |
Protective Legislation (In Percent]

Poll Source: Newsweek Gallup L.A. Times Media General Time .

| Respondent N: 751 1,253 756 . 1,163 504

Sampling Error: 4% 3% 4% 3% - 4.5%

| Law Provides | Favor Oppose - Favor Oppose Favor Oppose F-as:'or Oppois;#r' Favor Oppose|
For S ,

Counseling re:

dangers/ 88 9 —_ o s 4 81 16
alternatives
i Parental Consenf 75 22 67 29 —_ = i - . 72 25
| Viebility Testing 54 33 52 41 57 32 62 21 48 38
Exemptions For: | S
LR Public hospitals 54 41 54 43 56 40 . 1.38 53 o =
Public funds 61 34 — = N — 37 57 °
Public employees — — — 56 40 47 40 e

uonensasald
kdoooloud Areiqr] usng

Sources: Newsweek (July 17 1989) 15. 20: Gallup Poll News Service ((luiy 12. 1989):
. Los Angeles Times Poll #190 (July. 1989) Media General/ Assocrated Press Poll {July. 1989):
Time (duly 17. 1989) 63.
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Advances in Medicine—Not Legalization of Abortion—
Caused Drop in A%ortion-Related Maternal Deaths

|
|

Maternal beaths from Induced Abortion

1
|
1300 - :
| in the United States, 1940 to 1983 - -

One must go back to the pre-penicillin era of the 1940s to
find an annual figure of 1,000 maternal deaths from all induced
| abortion. Thanks to sulfa and, later, penicillin, there was a
! f sharp drop in the number of maternal deaths due to abortion.,
. By 1961 - - six years before Colorado became the first state to
j : legalize abortion - - the number was aiready down to 275.
Aided by ever-better antibiotics, the establishment of intensive
care units, better surgical techniques and the like, the number
of maternal deaths continued to drop. By 1972, the year prior
to the Roe decision which legalized abortion on demand
nationwide, there were only 39 deaths from illegal abortions,
according to CDC, and 24 from legal abortions.

The pro-abortion claim is that the legalization of abortion has
made it ““safe and legal,”” bringing abortion out of the danger-
ous back alley into “safe” medical facilities. But look at the
chart. i making abortion legal made it safer, then, with legaliza-
tion, there should have been a sharp drop in maternal deaths.
Right? Sorry, wrong. Virtually all the reduction in maternal
deaths took place prior to any state legalizing abortion, and the
slowly dropping line shown on the chart on page 20 didn't
even blip when abortion became legal nationwide in 1973.
Rather, it continued its previous slow steady downward course,
\o bottom out in the '70s. While every maternal death was a
profound tragedy, 39 deaths is only a miniscule percentage in a
pation with aver 5 million pregnancies a year. '

We can accordingly make a firm factual statement. Legalizing
abortion did not save any women's lives. (it did, however,
result in the savage deaths of millions of unborn chiidren.)
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New abortion technique introduced—suclion curretage
1973 U S. Supreme Court legalized abonion-an<demand

1967—First state legalized abortion (Coloracdo)

penicillin available

1950 1960 1870 1980 1990

| Year
SOURCES: 1840-1972 DatatromtU.S National Center tor Health Siatistics. published in Thomas

R D, and Dennis O'Hare, “Abortion Related Materal Mortalty: An In-Depin Analysis.’
T ctivas in Human Abortion. 0. Hilgers, Horan and Mall (Fredsrick. MO: Kintmreity
Publications, 1981), p. 82 ) '
1573'-1 93%8(’-5 anters for Disease Control, "Abortion Surveillance, 1982-1983" (February 1887), :
MMWR 1887, 36 (No. 188). page 415S. _ Bush Library Photocopy
Preservation
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BEVERLY HUBBLE TAUKE
400 “O” Street, S. W., #203
Washington, DC 20024
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 7, 1989

Dear Bev,

Thanks for the information on the abortion E
issue. I found it very interesting and will

share it with others.

the opportunities we have had to
talk, both at the Corazon Aquino State Dinner
and at the Kennedy Center Honors. I expect I
will be seeing you tomorrow in Des Moines.

1 have enjoyed

Keep in touch.

sincerely,

Mrs. Beverly Hubble Tauke
400 "O" Street, S.W., #203
washington, D.C. 20024




