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WHO WOULD YOU TRUST TO HANDLE YOUR PERSONAL
AFFAIRS TF YOU WERE UNABLE TO DO S0?

NOW THAT YOU'VE ANSWERED THAT QUESTION, WHY
ON EARTH WOULD YOU TRUST EITHER OF THE
OTHERS TO HANDLE THE AFFAIRS OF THIS

COUNTRY?




Mr. James Baker
c/o The White House
Washington, D.C.20036
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‘The two Bill Clintons

Crusader and pol

gets a bit thick even for the

Clinton campaign. Borrow-
ing a page — or anyway, a para-
graph — from Ross Perot's ap-
peal, Bill Clinton did a little lob-
byist-bashing in his not-so-grand
new economie plan. It was stan-
dard stuff; “The government
only works for the very wealthy

Sty /2,17 72
So etimes the hypocrisy

and the special interests.” It's

all a plot to benefit “high-priced
lobbyists and Washington influ-
ence peddlers.”

The Candidate didn't need to
wait for Ross Perot to lead the
way; the tone of such rhetoric
hasn’t ehanged since William
Jennings Bryan was the Democ-
ratic standard-bearer almost a
hundred years ago. Of course
speeial interests have too much
influence on government, Just
look at the Clinton administra-
tion. For good or ill, or neither,
state government often seems
but an extension of those inter-
ests — certainly where tax
breaks, industrial financing, and
the environment is concerned.

The contrast between
polemics and politics is only c{Jar
for a sordid course. What dis-
tinguishes this courageous at-
tack on lobbyists is that the Clin-
ton campaign itself is awash
with them, as The Wall Street
Journal wasted no time pointing
out. Its Jeffrey Birnbaum went
down the list, citing chapter and
verse and interest:

The Candidate’s adviser on
American-Israeli relations is
David Ifshin, general counsel of
the American Israel PAC, and
guondam lobbyist for Jamaica
and Cyprus. Samue! Berger, an-
other adviser on foreign policy,
lobbies for Toyota. Richard Moe,
who has been screening vice-
presidential timber, has repre-
sented the Manville corporation
and Occidental Petroleum. An-
other adviser, Tom Hoog, is vice
president of Hill & Knowlton,
the PR empire, and once regis-
tered as a foreign agent for the
People’s Republic of China, the
greatest misnomer since the
oly Roman Empire.

]

ists,” the Jowrnal’s Mr. Birnbaum
also reports, “have been meet-
ing regularly for the purpose of

winning endorsements for Mr.
Clinton. One of the group’s lead-
ers is Scott Pastrick, a lobbyist
for Black, Manafort, Stone &
Kelly, which long has lobbied
for U.S. corporate clierits such.
as the Tobaceo Institute, for for-,
eign governments such as Kenya
. . ."and so revealingly on.

Are the American people sup-
posed to believe that a presi-
dential candidate who hasn't
purged his own campaign of lob-

" byists is going to lead an all-out

erusade against them in govern-
ment? Well, why not? We've all
probably believed a lot more in-
credible things every day before
breakfast. Politicians know that.
More unsettling, they may be-
lieve what they're saying.

The whole anti-lobbyist pos-
ture of The Candidate is of a
piece with his pretending to be
an outsider in this campaign, a
barefoot boy from Oxford. Come
now. Bill Clinton’s own exten-
sive network of friends and al-
liances contprises almost a shad-
ow government — an elite oppo-
sition from academia, govern-
ment, think tanks, and the De-
mocratic apparatus, Including
lobbies.

Such connections may be un-
avoidable for a successful oper-
ation. Ross Perot, Mr. Qutsider,
has just hired Ed Rollins and
Ham Jordan to run his cam-
paign. Can you think of any two
politicos more associated with
power and the grab for it? No,
what reeks is not the usual pres-
ence of lobbyists and other
hangers-on but the pretense that
The Candidate is going to sweep
Washington clean of them once
he becomes President Clinton.

r@rtfainly as Governor Clinton, |
our Native Son crafted an al-
liance so close with the state’s
special interests that you could
call it a merger. To this day it’s
not clear whether he co-opted
them or they co-opted him.
Doubtless a lot of both. The re-

T

cized and politics has been mer-,

sult: Business has been politiJ

cantilized to such an extent it"
not easy to tell them apart.

Even when the a e-
velopment Finance Authority is
asked only to approve a loan
rather than make it — like the
one that was proposed to fi-
nance the purchase of 32 nurs-
ing homes from Beverly Enter-
prises — members of the Au-
thority with ties to the financial
interests involved are sucked
into the murky swirl of politics.
Which master are they sup-

posed to be serving — their pri- -

vate interests or the public in-
terest?

Yet this is The Candidate who
is #nine tn throw the svecial in-
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tion. For good or ill, or neither,
state government often seems
but an extension of those inter-
ests — certainly where tax
breaks, industrial financing, and
the environment is concerned,

The contrast between
polemics and politics is only par
for a sordid course. What dis-
tinguishes this courageous at-
tack on lobbyists is that the Clin-
ton campaign itself is awash
with them, as The Wall Street
Journal wasted no time pointing
out. Its Jeffrey Birnbaum went
down the list, citing chapter and
verse and interest:

The Candidate’s adviser on
American-Israeli relations is
David Ifshin, general counsel of
the American Israel PAC, and
quondam lobbyist for Jamaica
and Cyprus. Samuel Berger, an-
other adviser on foreign policy,
lIobbies for Toyota. Richard Moe,
who has been screening vice-
presidential timber, -has repre-
sented the Manville corporation
and Occidental Petroleum. An-
other adviser, Tem Hoog, is vice
president of Hill & Knowlton,
the PR empire, and once regis-
tered as a foreign agent for the
People’s Republic of China, the
greatest misnomer since the

oly Roman Empire.

“About 20'TaWvers and lobby-
ists,” the Journal’s Mr. Birnbaum
also reports, “have been meet-
ing regularly for the purpose of
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piece with his pretending to be
an outsider in this campaign, a
barefoot boy from Oxford. Come
now. Bill Clinton’s own exten-
sive network of friends and al-
liances comprises almost a shad-
ow government — an elite oppo-
sition. from academia, govern-
ment, think tanks, and the De-
mocratic apparatus. Including
lobbies.

Such connections may be un-
avoidable for a suecessful oper-
ation. Ross Perot, Mr. Quisider,
has just hired Ed Rollins and
Ham Jordan to run his cam-
paign. Can you think of any two
politicos more associated with
power and the grab for it? No, .
what reeks is nof the usnal pres-
ence of lobbyists and other
hangers-on but the pretense that
The Candidate is going to sweep
Washington clean of them once
he becomes President Clinton,

~Certainly as Governor Clinton,
our Native Son crafted an al-
liance so close with the state's
special interests that you could

call it a merger. To this day it’s
not clear whether he co-opted
them or they co-opted him.
Doubtless a lot of both. The re-

Even when the a e-
velopment Finance Authority is
asked only to approve a loan
rather than make it — like the
one that was proposed to fi-
nance the purchase of 32 nurs-
ing homes from Beverly Enter-
prises — members of the Au-
thority with ties to the financial
interests involved are sucked
into the murky swirl of politics.
Which master are they sup-
posed to be serving — their pri-
vate interests or the public in-
terest?

Yet this is The Candidate who
is going to throw the special in-
terests out of government once
he gets to Washington. Better he
should start with Little Rock.
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Adrift in America

. Where the future won’t wait

st

hy does George Bush’s

- campaign continue to

' founder — and flounder?
Bécause this is a country of the

future, not the past, and Repub- .

liean rhetoric seems fixated on
what has gone before, whether a
victorious war or a campaign
promise back in 88 that George
Bush promises not to break again.
Where is the future in all this?

. Contrary to popular conven-
tion: the American voter is not
whofly consumed by the question,
“What have you done for me late-
1y?” It might be more accurate to
say the voter wants to know what
a politician is going to do for him
soon.

ad 30

The hi%h point of the Republi-
cans’ national convention last
month came on the first night,
and'then proceeded generally
downhill. It was on the first night
thdt Ronald Reagan addressed
and revived his flagging party. If
he was not the oldest speaker on
the program at 81, surely he was
one of the oldest. Yet he cast
scarcely a look back, and again
and-again turned to the future:

“ . .. tonight is not a time to
look backward. For while I take
inspiration from the past, like
most Amerieans, I live for the fu-
ture. So this evening for just a few
minutes, I hope you will let me
talk-about a country that is for-
ever young.”

“Who among us would trade
America’s future for that of any
otliet country in the world?”

“America’s best days are yet to
cofiie, Our proudest moments are
yet'to be. Our most glorious
achievements are just ahead.
America remains what Emerson
called her 150 years ago, ‘the
country of tomorrow.”

W . -
“fn ‘Amerieca, our origins matter

* less'than our destinations . . .

T

Y4 decade after we summoned
America to a new beginning, we
are beginning still. . . .”

gt .

et us apply our ingenuity and
remarkable spirit to revolution-
ize education in America so that
everyone among us will have the

- mental tools to build a better life.

And while we do, let’s remember
that the most profound education
begins in the home.”

#And let us harness the com-
petitive energy that built Ameri-

" ca 1iito rebuilding our inner cities

so.that real jobs can be created
for those who live there, and hope
can rise out of despair.”

forward when Americans begin to
lose faith in freedom, in individual
enterprise, in the ability of Ameri-
cans to shape their own lives, in to-
MOITOW.

Not just the Bush campaign but
American conservatism seems
bogged down in a sullen miasma, rud-
derless and leaderless. The crew com-
plains about the captain, but seems
unable to muster the energy even to
mutiny. There seem few signs of the
Reaganesque ocutpouring of ideas, vi-
sions, and yes; rhetoric that galva-
nized the country in the 1980s — a
decade now painted as some terrible
slough of despond by those who sense
the country’s unease and are onlytoo
w;tfl_hng to exploit it.

Long before the Reagan
{counter) Revolution revived the
dynamic of American conser-
vatism, a far-seeing critic of
American society — Frank S.
Meyer — saw it coming like a sun-
rise. In 1964, the year Barry Gold-
water was buried under Lyndon
Johnson’s landslide, and the pun-
dits wondered if there was a fu-
ture for the Republican Party,
Frank Meyer foresaw-the decline
of “the collectivist Liberalism
which has.dominated American
thought . . . The imagination,
the verve, the spiritual passion
that once characterized it in its
days of movement towards pow-
er have long since been replaced
by a tired repetition of slogans
empty of content and sustained
only by the weight and inertia of
bureaucratic power.”

Now the same criticism could
be made of collectivist Conser-
vatism, which seems less a.revo-
lution than an establishment out
of ideas, an administration out of
fuel, a bureaucracy out of imagi-
nation, and a campaign fast run-
ning out of confidence.

In a country like America, in a
land of tomorrow, even con-
servatism must be dynamie. It
won't do to look to the past, recite
stories from the glory days, and
expect Americans to be interest-
ed. We are a Westering people
and have other things to do, other
places besides the past to go. We
have an economy to revitalize, a
world to stabilize, a vision to seek.
If George Bush and Dan Quayle
cannot provide such a vision, then
we will look elsewhere for it. We
will even buy a smooth, second-
rate version of the American
Dream rather than do without the
dream at all.

The dream being sold by this
new Liberalism with a human
face may prove ox.:'lly the old

T -rbmoen ot
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“A decade after we summoned
America to a new beginning, we
are beginning still. . . ."

[ s -

¥[.ét us apply our ingenuity and
remarkable spirit to revolution-
ize education in America so that
everyone among us will have the
mental tools to build a better life.
And while we do, let’s remember
that the most profound education
begins in the home.”

“Anhd let us harness the com-
petitive energy that built Ameri-
ca into rebuilding our inner cities
so,that real jobs can be created
for those who live there, and hope
can rise out of despair.”

f.

“Let us strengthen our health care
system so that Americans of all ages
can be secure in their futures with-
out the fear of financial ruin.”

“And finally, my fellow Ameri-
cans, may every dawn be a great
new beginning for America . . "

Where are such words, and such
spirit, in the Republican campaign?
Swallowed by a defensiveness that
has be¢ome compulsive and almost
comprehensive. Day after day, week
after week, the Republicans miss op-
portunities to make it clear that the
19905 can be new;, different, vistonary
— and not a repeat of the same old
statist solutions that are always put

ol SELVALLDIN IIUNL T WY HALULC, AL
won't do to look to the past, recite
stories from the glory days, and
expect Americans to be interest-
ed. We are a Westering people
and have other things to do, other
places besides the past to go. We
have an economy to revitalize, a
world to stabilize, a vision to seek.
If George Bush and Dan Quayle
cannot provide such a vision, then
we will look elsewhere for it. We
will even buy a smooth, second-
rate version of the American
Dream rather than do without the
dream at all.

The dream being sold by this
new Liberalism with a human
face may prove only the old
hunger for office and patronage.
People seem to sense that this
swirl of modtalk and politically
correct cliches may soon dissolve
into nothing more than a contin-
uation of the country’s self-
induced malaise. But politics in
this ever-changing country ab-
hors a vacuum, and if voters are
not offered hope and vision, they
will take the slick and the shod-

dy.

Learned Hand, as usual, said
it best: A great people goes to its
leaders as it would to its seers
angd.poets — in quest for some-
thing beyond themselves. Yet, al-
though the candidates in this
election are full of promises,
there is little talk of The Promise
of this society. Rich in possibili-
ty, for the moment America
seems poor in faith, hope and
charity.

The future is the test of any
presidential campaign, and this
one continues to fail that test. The
campaign of '92 already begins to
wind down and take its place asa
mediocre part of the past. The
time is short and the future won't
wait, not in America.
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EDITORIALS 26,0972

Guide to 3 comeb

Memo to a presidént

Mr. President:

political trouble, The good
news is that you've finally
noticed.

Congratulations and good

: -The bad news is that you're in

-morning. This political wake-up

call has been sounding for a year,
but it’s not easy to get the atten-
tion of the White House. It’s al-
most as insulated as the Congress.
You can still pull this one out of
the fire being lit by those two faux
Kennedys on the road again.
Here's how:

— Don't try to live in the past
or your campaign will die there.
Don’t pretend this is 1991 and
Desert Storm is still the top news

*story of the year. In politics, or.at

least American politics, a year is
an eternity. The American voter
wants to know what you've done
for him or her lately, meaning the
last half hour. This country moves
on Andy Warhol time. Nothing’s
older than old news. Forget that
stuff about Carpe diem. Ignore the
day. Seize the hour, the minute,
the second. This is teeveeland,
where attention spans any longer
than a sitcom are rare enough to
be displayed in the Smithsonian.

— Take responsibility. The
American people anger easily,

- but they forgive even more read-

ily — when asked. Say some of the
things you should have said in
your State of the Union last Jan-
uary. “I must accept my share of
the responsibility for the nation-
al unease in this our summer of

' discontent. Distracted by events
. abroad, I did not anticipate the
.extent of the economic slowdown

.or its effect on the nation’s

morale, But I assure you that I
will act now to remedy the ills of
our economy and, alas, of our
spirit. I am today calling on Con-
gressto . . . "

— Take action. Don't just dust

'off those old proposals that were

sent into the great maw that is
Congress and have scarcely been

"-seen since. Expand them and

keep pushing them — the $5,000
tax credits for first-time home
buyers, the tax cuts on capital

.gains, the new kinds of Individ-

. nal Retirement Accounts to stim-

-ulate investment, the tax-free en-

terprise zones in the country's in-
ner cities, the health-insurance

- *-plan that gives the individual

rather than the government more

" say about. medical care and how
-to pay for it, a higher tax exemp-

S

tion or even tax credit for fami-
lies with children . . . and so en-
ergetically on. (But do forget the
sort of ereative accounting you

even its hard-to-swallow parts —
the gasoline tax, the slowdown in
Social Security i)_enefits, the ben-
efits for the kind of “family
farms” that are the size of small
states and run by multi-national
corporations. Take aim at all the
sacred cows. After the eries of
outrage have died down, the
American people might just be
ready to share the sacrifices in
order to ease the country’s mas-
sive burden of debt and get the
economy moving again. Idealism
might yet prove the most realis-
tic political course.

— Lay into Congress, a popular
target, It’s not just Democratic
presidents like Harry Truman

~who can come from behind to win
re-election by campaigning
against a do-nothing Congress.

— Examine Bill Clinton’s
record in Arkansas — on the
economy, on the environment, and
as an administrator. Ask if he
keeps his promises, See if he has
made the state’s tax structure any
fairer. Point out that you've signed
a civil-rights bill; ask if your 0{)-
ponent has. Ask if voters really
want the United States governed
as well as Arkansas has been dur-
ing the Clinton Years. Or if they're
comfortable envisioning Bill Clin-
ton as commander-in-chief of the
armed forces. Compare your
record of quiet determination as
the erisis mounted in the Persian
Gulf with Bill Clinton’s articulate
waffle. Ask what Bill Clinton
stands for. (And do tell us if you
find out; we're getting curious.)
Emphasize your dedication to
peace through strength, and eco-
nomic growth without a return of
the ruinous inflation that marked
the last Democratic administra-
tion. Make this election mean-
ingful by drawing a clear contrast
between your course (you'll have
to define it clearly) and your op-
ponent's.

— Cite:.the economic record of
the past decade, the real one and
not the Dickensian caricature
presented at Madison Square
Garden earlier this month. (You
would have thought the whole
USofA was one big poorhouse, to
hear Artful Dodger tell it.)

f you need some facts and fig-
Iures, just elip out Donald Lam-

bro’s column on the editorial
page of the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette last Tuesday. Or take this
tip from Ed Feulner of the Her-
itage Foundation:

“Phe Bush administration
should not hesitate to Iook back
at the Reagan record if it needs
to be reminded of what a suc-

manafs] dnsmnntin maling laake likbn
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sent into the great maw that is
+  Congress and have scarcely been
* seen since. Expand them and
keep pushing them — the $5,000
tax credits for first-time home
buyers, the tax cuts on capital
.- -gains, the new kinds of Individ-
.. ..ual Retirement Accounts to stim-
-ulate investment, the tax-free en-
- terprise zones in the country’s in-
ner cities, the health-insurance
* - -plan that gives the individual
rather than the government more
say about medical care and how
.to pay for it, a higher tax exemp-
tion or even tax credit for fami-
lies with children . . . and so en-
ergetically on. (But do forget the
. sort of creative accounting you
-+ onee proposed for payroll with-
' holding taxes; it only delayed tax-
" eg, not cut them. That election-
year maneuver sounded slick
enough for your opponent to pro-
pose.)

— Listen to Jack Kemp: "We

cannot run on ‘It’s Morning in

- America.’ We've got to lay out a

vision of what a Republican pres-

. identand . .. a Republican Con-

or .gress could do to attract voters

who are caught in the middle, in-

v cluding those caught by Perot’s
- dropping out.”

[

o' Pick uﬂ where Ross Perot sud-"

5 .denly left off. Get serious about
paying off the national debt.
Speak openly of sacrifice. Take a

Ilook at the stillborn Perot Plan,

L LI LUC BUULIVLILIL 1 TLVL UL vl
the past decade, the real one and
not the Dickensian caricature
presented at Madison Square
Garden earlier this month. (You
would have thought the whole
USofA was one big poorhouse, to
hear Artful Dodger tell it.)

fyou need some facts and fig-

ures, just elip out Donald Lam-

bro’s column on the editorial
page of the Arkanses Democrat-
Gazette last Tuesday. Or take this
tip from Ed Feulner of the Her-
itage Foundation:

“The Bush administration
should not hesitate to look back
at the Reagan record if it needs
to be reminded of what a suc-
cessful domestic policy looks like.
After all, it was Reagan’s less
kind-and-gentle regime of tax
cuts, spending restraint and
deregulation which put America
back to work, creating 20 million
new jobs and stimulating an ex-
plosion in new business starts in
the longest peacetime expansion
in U.S. history.”

— Go after the pollsters that re-
port you out of this race. Ameri-
cans love to disappoint those who
dare predict their actions. (A re-
cent {uoll says so.} Again: your
model should be Harry Truman,
not Tom Dewey. y

— Accept Dan Quayle’s loya of-
fer to step aside as a candidate
for re-election as vice-president

) . (he may have to be told he's made
ilt-l: it) and consider a running mate
a who inspires trust — like Colin
18 Powell. Or Jack Kemp, who would

make a great campaigner.

of - All of these moves would be
26 dramatic. All would entail risk.
v But if you believe the polls, Mr.

. President, what have you got to
i lose at this point? Now is the time
I:° to take risks. Look where caution
1« has got you: 20 to 30 points be-
1 hind.
I
i’u Arkansas Democrat  Arkansas @h@Gazclte Paul R. Smith
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A Voices reader (who re-

. guests anonymlty) writes;

“If the national meédia is so
far off the mark with (Bill)
Clinton, how can we know if it
is doing any better with any of
the other candidates?

“The Clinton portrayed by
the national media is nothing

" like the one who has allegedly

E ke e

rr

. been in charge of our state gov-

ernment all these many years.
“In a nation whose politieal
system depends on an in-
formed eléctorate, the pros-
pect of the voters making their
decisions on whom to veote for
based on this kind of misinfor-
mation is frightening.”
Frightening, yes, hut not
surprising. After all, Arkansas
voters have known for years

‘National press missin
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what type of chief executive
Clinton is, and they keep re-
electing him anyway.

As I noted in a 1987 column,
if 1 had a dollar for every time
a lobbyist or legislater told me
Clinton was a double-talking,
double-dealing, backpedaling
S.0.B., I could retire to the
South of France tomorrow.

is the national press off
base about our occasional gov-
ernor? Let us say that those

who have not followed his ca-
reer as closely as we here at
home do not know him well
enough not tp be impressed,
even charmed?®

Remember, they think Bill
Clinton blazed trails in South
Arkansas by going to eollege,

As long as the “foreign”
press thinks he is some sort of

Renaissance man among -

Neanderthals and continues to
promote him as such, Ameri-
can voters have very little op-
portunity to know Clinton as
we know him.

Of course, he hasn't done
much to set the irecord
straight. '

A Florida lawyer who sup-

orts Clinton’s presidential
id contacted me recently, by

g 1m
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fax, to inquire why I had said
of Clinton-on the day he an-
nounced for president: “His
word is dirt.”

“This is a striking comment
to be made by an associate edi-
tor of a significant newspaper
about a man who has served
five terms as governor of a
state,” the fellow wrote.

ark concerning

%'m\..@l\é{i

9

Then he asked that 1 ex-
plain to him why I would have
made such a comment.

“T assure you that my inter-
est is not to criticize you but to
gain insight and information
on someone that I believe has
the potential for being a good
president of the United
States,” he continued. “On the

Clinton?:

&
® . o~

other hand, early warning sig: -~

nals are certainly important.” -

Important, yes, but virtually.
useless if those who look will
not see. .

My initial reaction was to
write back with as clear an ex-
Elanation as I could muster,

ut I've decided not to try to do
that. Clinton's political rap
sheet is simply too overwhelm-
ing. Instead, I'll send him the.
entire column in which that
comment appeared, as well as
another in whieh I predicted
he would break his word and
announce for president. :

When it comes to promises,
Clinton is so predictable. .

Assoclate Edlier Meredith Gak-
ley's column appears every Wednes-

day, Friday and Sunday.
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dividends to Wal-Mart

LITTLE ROCK (AP) — Utilities and retail

Q chains were among the biggest beneficiaries of
§ a state law allowing companies to keep some of

< _
g Sales tax rebate pays

the sales tax money they collect if they pay the
state quickly.

Companies that pass sales-tax collections on
to state coffers by the 20th of each month are
allowed to keep 2 percent of what they collect

from retail customers. L9
& For the 12-month period from April 1988to
May 1991, Wal-Mart Stores Inc. and Arkansas
. Power & Light Co. were allowed to keep the
‘\ largest amount, according to state figures re-
leased Monday.
Q Wal-Mart, based at Bentonville, received
‘\ $2.767 million in credits, while AP&L's credits
A2 totaled $2.23 million. Southwestern Bell was
third with $859,223.
N The figure for Wal-Mart didn’t include cred-
its to Wal-Mart-owned Sam’s Wholesale Clubs.

The state Revenue Division made the rec-
ords available under provisions of Act 400 of
1991. That law opened to the public some tax
records that had previously been confidential.

Here are the other 12 companies from the
top 15, according to the state figures:

4. Harvest Foods .......... ....5$781,778

- B. KIOBer..imicrsssessnnssrssssesssssaressacsnerssssessesnnsnennn 149, 282
6. Arkla Gas Co ...ceeireeeererirssesmassessssseseessneennnenes $590,033

T SEATB covvverereresrissesnessrernensissesnessenssrasssssnssnsansnseness 04 34,282

8. F00d 4 LeBS..ivrerereererererecrerassssssesasassssssesssssseanne 84 15,878

B JIC PONMB s sisnisissmisisasssnsiissssessaissasbsssasan $356,482

& 10; Dillard s iciissuiaiiinsssssnismasanisiisio g o021 99
11. Sam’s Wholesale.......cuueeicmnissnsassisicsisessiinsesaes 8343,06T

12 KT cciiiciimimmsisionisssonsassssinssigsissssmsiass $325,735

13. AT&T Communications of the Southwest........ $304,785

14. Harp's Food Stores............. reerererennenenen 928 1,4 18

15. Southwestern Electric POW;I".EJ .............. ::::....3257,748
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Yates takes issu

" BELLAVISTA—Woelfarepro- cutor discontin-
igrams, constitutional amend- ued, Yatessaid, i he Department
iments set for the November bal- Providing rices (DHS).

:lot and better roads in northwest pre-natal care
: programs and
itioned by Sen. Joe E. Yates (R- placingacapon
{Bentonville)ashecampaignedat thé number of

YArkansas were the topics men-

2T.t.he. Bella Vista Republican births
‘Women’s meeting this week. .

dren paid for by the welfare de-

Yates
of chil-

“We could save some money \of themina row.”
‘hrough better administration of
hat (DHS) program,” Yates said. northwest Arkansas wasincluded the legislative council if elected.
Withouttaking some prettyhard in Yates' campaign promises.
‘measuresweare going to see some
cuts., A $93 million deficit is not yture $176 million has been spent  position has not been held by

es to village Republicans

dded. “I think the only answeris (dollars. But we still have a lot of

1e plans to be the “bad guyinthe [to put a cap on the number of |verybig problems. I willjustkeep
state” and push for “reworking” births we are willing to pay for.

working on that.”

People make mistakes but they Yates said his tenure allows
don't have to make seven or eight him to havemore influencein the
Senate. He also pointed out that
Securing better roads for hewilltakeover chairmanship of

of Human Ser-

“No Republican has ever held
“Since I began in the legisla- that position,” Yates said. “That

E Some drasti¢ steps must be
‘taken to save money in the state

i

¢85 medical services to the indi-

Yor some current programs guch

partment werediscussedasapart guingbobepleasantforthepeople jin Benton and Washington anyone in this part of the statein

of Yates plans for reform,

“Today, your tax dollars are

ounty on road construction,” 31 years. That is very important

C
“Some people are geing to be (payingi‘or 50 petcentof thebirths )Yat.es spid. “We have seen a big for this part of the state and we

really hurting,” Yates told around

in the state of Arkansas,” Yates

portion of the state’s availablé will use it to campaign on.”

e T f
Sales tax rebate l%ﬁik%ly in tight budget year

Rep. Railey A, Steele, D-Gentry, made

By Gary Lookadoo
Dally Record Staff .

He said the proposal was made during

the last legislative session by Sen. John

.  BENTONVILLE — Members of Ben- Pagan (D-Little Rock).

: ton County’s state legislative delegation

Under the proposal that would be pre-

¢ are really strapped for
funds. ...We need every

the same point.

Although the rebate proposal is one
he'd at least “like to look at,” he said, he
didn’t think the state could afford to lose

: said a proposed tax rebate on groceries sented to the Senate Revenue and Taxa-

probably won't make it through the Legis-
lature next year, since it would cost the
state too much revenue.

“If we were in a position in this state to
give up that much revenue... then I think
sales tax on food is something that we
ought to take off,” said Sen. Joe E. Yates,
R-Bentonville. “The problem with it is
that it costs, oh, prebably... at least $18
million, probably a little more than that.”

tion Committee, people would get credit
back based on their incomes.

“The idea is good. I'd like to see us just
repeal sales tax on food, but when youlook
at the costs to run the schools, costs to
provide medical care to the indigent, and
all those things which are kinda locked
into the system...” Yates.said..

( “If you look at the fact that we're run-

ning at therate of about $90 million a Jear

bit of the money we can get.
$18 million in revenue.

Sen. Jon Fitch g o Fitch (D-Hindsville)said that,
in the hole on Medicaid, and no one has, depending on how terms and income lev-
any idea how we're going to solva thatone, | €ls are defined, a proposal for a low-in-
then I don't beliave that the people in the | come exemption from the gales tax could
Legislature would feel in a position to give jcost the state up to $130 million. He said
up thetaxon food,”he added. “...Any of the the state couldn’t afford the rebate.
recipients that are now drawing Medicaid “We are really strapped for funds. .. We
wounld be the ones that would get the/ meed every bit of the money we:can get,”
break on rebates for (the) sales tax,” / said Fitch.
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State government’s woes rise

How is state government getting
along in Bill Clinton’s absence?

Despite substantial tax increases in
the last year, various state departments,
notably Human Services, are faced with
serious budget problems.

And folks are still calling the
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette to complain
that they haven't received their state
income tax refund checks. Some have
been waiting for three months.

In the meantime, the following peo-
ple in the Clinton administration have
tendered resignations this year:

— Terry Yamauchi, director of the

Department of Human Services. .

— Art Lockhart, director of the De-
partment of Correctlon

— Jim-Clark, director of the state
Crime Laboratory.

— Kenny Whitlock, director of the
DHS Economie and Medical Services
Division.

The list does not include 21 DHS em-
ployees whose positions in the Division
of Management Services were elimi-
nated because of projected money
shortages.

DHS intends to transfer as many as
possible to vacant slots in other divi-
sions.

Whitlock — he of the infamous “Lie
about your obstetric patient’s due date”
memo — is in no hurry to leave. He’s
waiting for the new DHS director to

\.
1
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come on board July 1 and talk him out
of it.

Here's the situation.

Last year, the Legislature imposed

. atax on the fees that medical services

providers charge for serving Medicaid
clients.

The medical community went along
with the tax for a quid pro quo —in re-
turn for being taxed more, providers
were promised higher reimbursement
fees from the state.

Whitlock says he promised medical
providers at that time that he would re-
sign if the reimbursements were cuf.

Now he says he wants to discuss that
promise — that “commitment,” he
called it — with Jack Reynolds, who on
July 1 will succeed Yamauchi as DHS
director.

What's to discuss? Did he make a
commitment to medical providers or
not? Is he a man of his word or isn’t
he?

If he said he would go, he should go.
Scat. Skedaddle. Vamoose.

The amount of reimbursement is go-

as Clinton %glw)sence contmues

ing to be cut. State officials have pro-
jected a $60 million shortfall in"the-
Medicaid budget for fiscal 1993 which
begins July 1.

Based on the information provided
by state officials, one can surmise that
if there were no other problems af-
flicting DHS, the Med1ca1d situation
would still be a crisis, and an incredi-
bly convoluted one at that

It’s going to take more than two part-
time governors and a coterie of profes-
sional survivors to stabilize the situa-
tion, never mind solving it.

I doubt that even a full-time gover-
nor and a ruthless hatchet would he
enough at this juncture.

. But no one wants to talk about tax
r increases.

Birds of a feather

Weren'’t you impressed to learn of
the “special bond” between Bill Clin-
ton and Boris Yeltsin?

Clinton said they share this bond
because they both had difficult child-
hoods and both have been counted
out a couple of times in their political
careers.

Boris Yeltsin. Bill Clinton. Two
long-suffering world leaders.

Sigh.

—n g
o

Associate Editor Meredith Oakley's column
appears every Wednesday, Friday and Surday.
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Victim o

ff ... the Bush campaign has reasons to
believe that it is true, and there are plen-

ty of reasons to believe it, because I do, &

then Bush should continue to let Clinton
have it. ;

.—John R, Starr column

Sept. 1, 1992,

Never in the history of journalism
have so many of the media’s mighty
been taken for so rocky a ride,

-George Bush said Bill Clinton raised
taxes and fees 128 times, Clinton point-
ed to a couple of discrepancies in
Bush’s list and said, “Nay, nay, not so,”
and the poobahs of the press immedi-
ately and repeatedly branded Bush a
liar, unworthy of the presidency.

The pundits were encouraged in
what turned out to be (for them, not
Bush)-an.embarrassment of epic pro-

portions by “sources”.in the BusH cam-:

paign who told the Boston Globé and
NBC News that Bush aides were aware
that the 128 figure was false. !

Poutingly, playing the put-upon
politician, Clinton said, “They know it's
not true, but they do it because they
think it works.”

It now appears that the “sources”
sandbagged the sages of the Fourth Es-
tate with misinformation that encouraged
the media to make fools of themselves.

Like Pavlov's dog, editorialists of the
inti-Bush media brigades salivated on
‘ue. Righteously they railed about the
‘ollapse of morality in politics. They put
he president outside the political pale,

In an orgy of indignation, Anthony

ewis of The New York Times wrote,
Hyperbole is to be expected of politi-

!

I—DEAR READER—
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try close to disbelief in ifs own political
system.” .

Michael Kinsley, the radical-liber-
al, slaveringly pro-Clinton senjor editor
for The New Republic, arrogantly as-
serted that his research revealed the
128 figure to be “a lie of gemlike puri-
ty and distilled cynieism.”

Kinsley's article ran in the Sunday
Denwer Post under a headline that said,
“George Bush should stop lying.”

‘Before the Kinsley article appeared,
the nation knew that Bush had not been
lying. There was no longer any debate
about the truth, The Clinton campaign had

l confessed to 127 tax and fee increases.

Bush was off by one. That’s a margin of
error of eight-tenths of one percent. Sci-
ence accepts as fact any premise with a
margin for error of less than one percent,

The media moguls who declared Bush
a liar while largely ignoring Clinton’s dis-
honesty about his draft record were left
with enough egg on their faces to feed
the starving of Somalia for six months,

The biggest buffoon is Kinsley. The
Denver Rocky Mountain News added in-
sult to his injury and shamed itself not
a trifle by publishing on Wednesday,
four days after the truth was known, the

-

cians, But deliberate 1ies? I think that
kind of politics has brought this coun-.

same egregiously incorrect Kinsley ar:
ticle the Post-had run on Sunday. The
News’ headline read, “President.ééﬂg
of trust while telling a lie.” i
The media should in the futuijé;%rg
more skeptical of “information” théy
get from the Clinton propaganda ma-
chine, especially so of anything that
comes from the ultimate spin doctor,
George Goebbels Stephanopoulos,
a.k.a. Clinton’s alter ego. 1t
"From Day One, George S. was §a}u
agely sanctimonious about Bish’s
“lies.” The 128 figure was “ludicrous;”
he said, and its use showed that. “the
Bush-Quayle committee can add abput
as well as Dan Quayle can spell.” ~,
Were Clinton and Stephanopoulos
simply ignorant of the truth, or did they
cynically throw anti-Bush bait to thie

[ ISP 'ortg% sloth

-gullible, biased media that they knew

would gobble it up like a greedy bass
grabs a Lucky 13? -
Will the media apologize to Bush for
the names they called him because they
took the word of Stephanopoulos instead
of checking the facts for themselves? .
Not likely. So far, I've seen no'apol-

-0gy, nay, not even recognition of the

truth by those who spread the ligsis
"1 suggest to Lewis and btherswho
participated in this exercise in répor-
torial sloth and half-cocked opihion
writing that a few more examples like
this one may bring the public to disbe-
lieve in the media as well as in the po-
litical system. C

.,
e

‘.Ic-f}-m R. Starr’s column appéars'ei:ery’qu




4 Ifthereisa Republican con-
spiracy to undermine Bill Clin-
ton’s presidential campaign,
the GOP has been hiding its
light under the world’s largest
bushel.

I find it very hard to believe
the Republicans are that orga-
nized - or, indeed, that cre-
ative. -

It would take some long-

range planning indeed to or-
chestrate some of the events
about which Clinton is grous-
ing today.

With a few new twists, most
of the controversial informa-
tion being- presented to the
American public by out-of-
state media is old news in Ar-
kansas. Heck, even the rumors
are old news.

Sweet, Sweet Connie and
Gennifer Flowers aside,

DeRNG
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just
;because Clinton’s past has
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been fairly well qocumented
in the Arkansas press does not
mean it should not be given a
new and much broader audi-
ence.

He's running for president
of the United States. Forty-
nine other states don't know
him like Arkansas does. Voters
elsewhere deserve to know
about the man most likely - at
least at this juncture — to be-
come the Democratic nominee.

Like it or not. Arkansans
have elected Clinton five

times. If he is going to be nomi-
nated, and possibly elected,
the rest of the nation deserves
the same look at him as we've
had lo, these many years, warts
and all.

They should know how and
why he came to have no mili-
tary record, just as they should
know that he never protested
the Vietnam War by burning
his draft card or sitting in a
tree.

They should know that he
balanced 11 annual budgets
because state law compelled
him to, not because he’s some
kind of financial whiz kid.

They ought to know that the
moriey he’s raised to improve
education by and large went
into teacher salaries, not text-
books or reference works or
audio-visual aids or school
suppiies.

—————————

COULD WE GO BACK
o DISCUSSI N&s

They should know that
while he’s the least paid gover-
nor in the nation, he gets free

. room and board and transpor--

tation, a security staff, a three-
year pension credit for every
year served and plenty of
spending money, compliments
of Arkansas taxpayers.

And speaking of taxpayers,
they ought to know about those
increases in regressive taxes
that hit the working stiff hard-

est and the tax credits and ex-
emptions that the Armani suits

enjoy.

They ought to know that any

“reforms” which may have oc-
curred in the prison system or
the mental health system or
the child welfare system -
and I stress the word “may” -
have been spurred by inde-
pendent litigation, not admin-
istrative initiative.

They should learn that he

has not been the best judge of
character and ability in choos-
ing his Cabinet and bestowing
his patronage, and that he is

.more likely to make excuses

for a bad appointment than

take affirmative action to cor-

rect the problems.

They need to know about
the winners and the losers in
the Clinton administration. |

Let them hear about Martin
Borchert and Tommy Robin-
son and Fahmy Malak.

Let them hear about Wayne
Dumond and Daniel Toric and
Laverne “Bernie” Sanderlin.

Yes, what is history to us is
news in other quarters, and it
is history — not rumor or in-
nuendo or gossip — by which
Clinton should be judged.

Associate Editor Meredith Oak-
ley's column appears every Wednes-
day, Friday and Sunday.




Playihgéglle numbers

If there were an award for editorial
malpractice, surely it would be shared
this political season by The New York
Times and The Washington Post. They
now have run twin editorials — not
quite identical but definitely fraternal
~ on the great issue of whether the
_ Clinton administration raised taxes

and fees in Arkansas 128 times, as the
Bush campaign claims. The Clinton
campaign now contends that its candi-
date raised taxes and and fees only 127
times.

This is what an American presiden-
tial campaign has come to —a largely
irrelevant numbers game in which a
‘difference over how to counttax bills is
disguised as some kind of moral and
philosophical test. Both the Times and
the Post began their elevated discus-
sion of this subject by calling the pres-
ident a liar in almost the same words:

“The Bush campaign continues to
insist that Bill Clinton has raised taxes
and fees 128 times in his five terms. The
people who are keeping the charge
alive insist that it is true, even though
they know they are making a fraudu-
lent argument.” — The Washington Post,
September 3, 1992. )

“When President Bush keeps insist-
ing that Gov. Bill Clinton of Arkansas
has raised taxes and fees 128 times, he
knows he is falsifying the record. He
seems so eager to smear his opponent
as a big taxer that he’s willing to trash
the truth over trivia.” — The New York
Times, September 4, 1992.

This isn’t 5o much argumentation as
mind-reading. Even before citing a sin-
gle statistic or source, both these dis-
tinguished journals inform Trusting
Reader that these nasty Republicans
are not only repeating falsehoods but
know they are. .

Nowhere does the Post trouble to tell
its readers where the Republicans got
their tax figures, and the Times’ edito-
rial writer eludes the question with a
vague reference {o “Arkansas legisla-
tive records,” as in:

“Mr. Bush has seized on a gimmick
that has a ring of truth to it but is, in
fact, a misrepresentation. Exactly 128
tax and fee increases, he says, bran-
dishing an amazingly sloppy list his
staff asserts came from official leg-
islative records.”

On closer examination, the record
the Bush campaign understandably re-
lied on was the Arkansas Legislative Tax
Handbook as updated through April 15,
1991. It bears the imprint of the
Arkansas Bureau of Legislative Re-

COLUMNISTS
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search, which hasa reputation for fur-
nishing impartial and reliable infor-
mation to all comers, regardless of par-

.

The handbook comes with a cover
letter from the Arkansas Legislative
Council (state Representative John
Paul Capps, chairman). Its figures pro-
vided the basis for the Republicans’
tax count from No. 1 (“Increased the
vehicle registration fee by 30 percent™)
to No. 128 (“Act 1105 established fee of
$1 per hedd on all sows and boars sold
at livestock markets.” The list contains
some typos and repetitions, and even
some omissions, but it is scarcely the
tissue-of-lies portrayed in the editori-
als of the Times and Post.

Unless, of course, you believe that
Representative Capps, Democrat of
Searcy, and the Arkansas Legislative
Council, which is just about as Demoe-
ratic, are also part of this far-flung Re-
publican conspiracy. '

(The Clinton campaign has been hav-
ing its problems with arithmetic, too.
1t originally put the number of tax in-
creases during the Clinton Years at59.
Now, drawing on the expertise of the
state’s Department of Finance and Ad-
ministration, it has come up with a list
of 127 increases, often different from
the Bush campaign’s.)

Both the Post and the Times play
some games with numbers. For in-
stance, in almost identical phrases,
they follow the lead of the Clinton cam-
paign by comparing state and local tax-
es in Arkansas to those elsewhere. Nei-
ther editorial explains why local taxes
should figure in such a comparison.
Bill Clinton is governor, not mayor. He
has little if anything to do with local
tax rates.

One obvious reason for including lo-
cal taxes in this comparison is to make
the governor look better. When one
compares only state tax rates, the Cen-
sus Bureau ranked Arkansas not 49th in
combined tax burden but — in terms
of state taxes as a percentage of per-
sonal income — 25th in the Union back
in 1990. After the latest increase in the
regressive sales tax, Arkansas placed
90th in another study. That’s dis-

game

turbingly high for a poor state.

Then again, states are 50 different
in their tax structures that comparisons
between any specific levels of govern-
ment — city, county, special tax dis-
trict, state, ete. — may not make much
sense. It's like comparing apples and
mangoes. .

Of course Arkansas ranks low in the
actual number of tax dollars it collects;
poor states do. They have little choice.
But it ranks high in the relative tax bur-
den each citizen must bear, largely be-
cause the Clinton administration has
relied on less-than-progressive taxes
— like the sales and gasoline taxes.

While the governor has paid lip ser-
vice to reforming the state’s tax struc-
ture, he gave up that fight all too soon
and began concentrating on §queezing
the middle class. The tax structure he
shaped had a way of rewarding the
most influential sectors of public opin-
ion (like large investors and the teach-
ers’ union) while short-changing the
Jeast influential, like the poor and sick
who depend on the state’s Department
of Human Services, now facing still an-
other financial crisis. The poor and sick
don’t have much of a lobby at Little
Rock.

Trusting Reader might never sus-
pect all of this from a couple of the
country’s leading shapers of fashion-
able thought. These editorials echo not
only each other but an even gaudier
misrepresentation of Arkansas’ tax
structure in a widely distributed col-
umn by Michael Kinsley, who can’t
even get the name of his source in the
Clinton camp right.

Just who is misrepresenting the facts
here? Not being gifted with the clair-
voyance that allows others to peer into
the mind and heart of George Bush, I
won't say the occupants of those ivory
cubicles at the Times and Post are re-
peatedly and knowingly lying.

Nor do I think these opinionators
conspire on such stories, despite their
remarkably uniform prose. They don't
have to. They share the same East Coast
mindset — and I mean set. One can be
so eager for a Clinton victory after 12
years of cultural and political exile
from power that partisanship almost
mindlessly overwheims judgment —
and editorial integrity. This being an
election year, there's a lot of that go-
ing around.

.
o

Paul Greenberg is editorial page editor of
the Arkansas Democrat-Gazeite.
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Loopholes protec

Here we go again.

A couple of weeks ago, a defense at-
torney asked that molestation charges
against his client be dismissed because
the client doesn’t fit the profile that
makes such acts against the law.

The judge complied.

The client, a 48-year-old North Little
Rock man, was accused of sexually mo-

lesting five male teen-agers under 18.

He had a previous record, having done
time in another state for sexual ahuse.

The Pulaski County deputy prose-
cutor conceded that the issue in this
case was similar to one raised back in
April, when a circuit judge ruled that
no state law prohibited a teacher from
fondling a 16-year-old student’s breast
unless force was used.

No force was alleged in the latest
case either.

. Under Arkansas law, unless force is
alleged, adults cannot be prosecuted
for sexually molesting those 14, 15, 16 or
17 years of age unless the alleged vio-
lator is the youth’s guardian.

Twice within the past five months,
charges of adult molestation of teen-
agers have been dismissed because no
laws were broken.

The problem in each instance? Two

statutes whose authors kept writing af-

ter they should have stopped.

—POLITICS 1982

Meredith
Oakley

Section 5-14-120 (a): “A person com-
mits the offense of violation of @ minor in
the first degree if he engages in sexual in-
tercourse or deviate sexual activity with
another person not his spouse, who is more
than 13 years of age and less than 18 years
of age, and the actor is the other person’s
guardian.”

% Section 5-14-121 (a): “A person com-

mits the offense of violation of ¢ minorin
the second degree if he engages in sexual
contact with another person not his
spouse, who is more than 13 years of age
and less than 18 years of age, and the ac-
tor is the other person’s guardian.”

The phrase “and the actor” — mean-
ing the alleged violator — “is the other
person’s guardian” is the problem.

A person who serves as the young

person’s guardian (legally defined as

“a parent, stepparent, legal guardian,
legal custodian, foster parent or any-
one who by virtue of a living arrange-
ment is placed in an apparent position

t molesters:
Sl 27, jg 72 4
. of power or authority over a min; r,ﬁai

wh

can be prosecuted for sexual misbe?

havior, but a friend, a neighbor, &%’

teacher, an acquaintance, even a tofgDd
stranger cannot, LB

You’d think with all the laws onitheq
books, there would something to:praert
tee* 14-, 15, 16- and 17-year-olds from..
the sexual misconduct of adults. i ;s

There isn't. T

Reading the chapter on sexual of-
fenses in the Arkansas Code is enough, §
to turn your stomach. There are engjig
loopholes there that a pedophile i
only one eye and half sense could avalds
prosecution. kot e

It's very nice that lawmakers k
finally hammered out the details;m
proposed “lemon law” that will be:in:s
troduced in the next legislative session;z
and the amount of thought being giver:
to resolving the alarming string 6
crises in the state Human Services Dé:

partment is most reassuring. A5
Nonetheless, I hope that someo_neﬁg
Rep. Carolyn Pollan of Fort Smith

comes immediately to mind because.of _’

her keen interest in juvenile justice re-"
form — will remember the children.

.

Associate Editor Meredith Oakley's column |
appears every Wednesday, Friday and Su@dgy. i
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for Medicaid

It appears there are more black finan-
cial clouds on the horizon for the state
Department of Human Services.

DHS Director Jack Reynolds gaid that
department officials are considering
more budget cuts...

Kenny Whitlock, who oversees the
Medicaid program, said more than $20
million in Medicaid services might be
eliminated.

According. to Mr. Whitlock, the state’s
weekly payments to medical providers
who serve Medicaid recipients have aver-
aged $10 million a week the past eight
weeks. Ideally, that total should stay be-
low $9 million per week.

Medicaid pays for many of the medical
needs of nearly 250,000 poor, average,
blind and disabled Arkansans.

In June, budget cuts were-announced
to address an expected $60 million short-
fall in the Medicaid budget for the fiscal

- year that began July 1. Twenty-five DHS
+* positions were eliminated as a part of the

cuts, and the state’s Medicaid reimburse-

- ment rates were reduced.

The cuts in reimbursement rates were

"¢ challenged in court by a group of medi-

. cal-services providers, who got a tempo-
: rary court order restoring some of the
' rates that were cut. Hearings are set

next week to consider whether the order
should be extended to include rates paid
to dentists, chiropractors and home
health care professionals.

Liast month's order restored about $12
million worth of budget cuts in the pedi-
atric and obstetric areas.

A likely target for new cuts, DHS ofE-
cials have said, is the medically needy
program. It pays the bills for people with
catastrophic illnesses who are not poor
enough to qualify for Medicaid but have
exhausted other financial resources.

Mr. Whitlock said that, of the 10,500
people in the program, up to 40 percent
would qualify for Medicaid through other

methods if the program is cut.
The DHS budget was trimmed twice
last fiscal year,

Resolution in the DHS funding situa-
tion is long overdue,

Too many Arkansans are depending on
funding through DHS that may or may
not be there when the black clouds roll in
again.

Log Cabin Democrat, Conway
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Moderate label

. 4 9 *

- just doesn’t fit

o ...Certainly the Democrats have been
at pains to characterize their all-Dixie
ticket of Bill Clinton and Al Gore as,
“moderate.” The label shouldn't be ach
cepted at face value, however. §
. The Arkansan Clinton’s. political phi-
" losophy is not so easy to draw a bead on,
o in part because governors tend to deal
with nuts-and-bolts issues, in part be-
cause his typically vague political pro-
nouncements leave him more maneuver-
ing room than Cow Palace.

But Tennessee's Gore is another story.
He has a voting record in the U.8. Sen-
ate, one that will strike few as moderate.

In fact, among 15 Democratic senators
from the old Confederacy. Gore's voting
pattern is the most liberal. That, at any
rate, is what the ratings of six lobbying
i groups, reported in the non-partisan Al-
e manac of American Politics 1992, reveal.

: Americans for Democratic Action, a
multi-issue liberal organization whose
presidents have included George McGov--
ern and Rep. Barney Frank, gives Gore
its highest rating (78 on a 100 scale)
among Southern Democratic senators.

S, The American Civil Liberties Union,
no hothouse of centrist convictions,
o scores Gore second with a 77 voting rat-

. ing, behind North Carolina’s Terry San-
ford. With his 87 from COPE, the politi-
cal-action arm of the AFL-CIO, Gore is
runnér-up only to John Breaux of Louisi-

. ana. .

by Conservative groups unsurprisingly
rate Qore low among his Southern sena- .
torial brethren. For example, the Na-
tional Tax Limitation Committee, which
holds that citizens have first call on their °
wages, gives Gore a 14 - ahead only of

. Tennessee’s senior senator, Jim Sasser.

.+ The anti-regulatory Gompetitive En-
terprise Institute ranks Gore dead last
(10), largely because Gore has plumed
himself onto the litigious, apocalyptic
wing of the environmental movement.

National defense gives Gore his scle
claim to moderation: He is eight among
his 15 peers.

Nor is Gore merely liberal “for a
Southerner.” Congressional Quarterly
reports: “Even his (1990) party-unity
score was 93 percent, one of the highest
in general among Democrats.” The
American Conservative Union says only
four senators vote more liberally. Their
names are Harkin, Cranston, Metzen-
baum and Kennedy.

Gore’s voting record, reputedly the
product of honest reflection, is nothing
shameful. The only shame is calling it
moderate.

Southwest Times Record, Fort Smith -
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“Generic diplomas

1

ticket toygpwhere |
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- An end to the generic high school di-
ploma may soon be at hand. And, in the
future, high school graduates may have
more than a piece of paper to show they
attended the required number of days
and- met the minimuin standards for
graduation.

The state Department of Education
has developed a three-part recommenda-
tion to end the general high school stud-
ies track. The recommendation, to be
presented to the state Board of Educa-
tion Monday, focuses on replacing gen-
eral academic courses with “applied aca-
demic courses.”

“Applied” is the operative description
for courses that offer reallife applica-
tiens for academic concepts. The recom-
mendation was developed to comply with
Act 980 of 1991. Legislators and educa-
tors pushed for legislation that would re-
quire districts to do a better of job of pre-
paring their graduates for the job market
and college.

Act 980 instructs the education board
to study the impact of eliminating the
general studies track and requiring stu-
dents to follow either a college prepara-
tory track or a technical education prepa-
ratory track.

The liberal trend in education over the
past few decades has been to main-
stream all students down a common cor-

ridor of general education studies. Mean- '

while, the work world — the real world
— grew more technologically specific and
demanded a higher quality worker with
specific job skills. ’

The U.S. Department of Education re-
cently- released its 1992  back-to-school
forecast for the nation. According to the
report, the department is forécasting an-
other year of record spending and em-
ployment in education at all levels,

Education Secretary Lamar Alexander
put it best. “We should spand cur money
on changing our schools: breaking the
mold, higher standards, better tests, get-
ting government off the backs of teachers
and giving families more choices of all
schools.”

The America 2000 challenge demands
that we change the way we educate our
children and it requires the commitment
of the community to reinvent the educa-
tional system., .

Perhaps, in the near future our chil-

dren will have more than just a generic |

diploma to show a prospective employer.

Remember to voie yes today for the
children in your school district.

Ry Lownty Rreard

for Medic g d

It appears there are more black finan-
cial clouds on the horizon for the state
Department of Human Services.

DHS Director Jack Reynolds said that
department officials are considering
more budget cuts...

Kenny Whitlock, who oversees the
Medicaid program, said more than $20
million in Medicaid services might be
eliminated.

According to Mr. Whitlock, the state's
weekly payments to medical providers
who serve Medicaid recipients have aver-
aged-$10 million a week the past eight
weeks. Ideally, that total should stay be-
low $9 million per week.

Medicaid pays for many of the medical
needs of nearly 250,000 poor, average,
blind and disabled Arkansans.

#" In June, budget cuts were announced
to address an expected $60 million short-

. fall in the Medicaid budget for the fiscal
- year that began July 1. Twenty-five DHS
" positions were eliminated as a part of the

cuts, and the state's Medicaid reimburse-

* ment rates were reduced.

The cuts in reimbursement rates were

. challenged in court by a group of medi-
. cal-services providers, who got a tempo-
: rary court order restoring some of the
" rates that were cut. Hearings are set

next week to consider whether the order

should be extended to include rates paid
to dentists, chiropractors and home
health care professionals.

Last month’s order restored about $12

" "million worth of budget cuts in the pedi-

atric and obstetric areas.

A likely target for new cuts, DHS offi-
cials have said, ig the medically needy
program. It pays the bills for people with
catastrophic illnesses who are not poor
enough to qualify for Medicaid but have
exhausted other financial resources,

Mr. Whitlock said that, of the 10,500
people in the program, up to 40 percent
would qualify for Medicaid through other
methods if the program is cut.

The DHS budget was trimmed twice
last fiscal year.

Resolution in the DHS funding situa-
tion is long overdue.

Too many Arkansans are depending on
funding through DHS that may or may
not be there when the black clouds roll in
agein,

Log Cabin Democrat, Conway

|

|

-— 1 PR 4 v



s e

'EDITORIALS

Tell us another
Doozies of the day M e, 992

may depend on a nod from

the governor and his ap-
pointees, why would that exert
any pressure on the borrower to
support Bill Clinton?

J ust because somebody’s Ioan

An interdependent network of
bond dealers and lawyers, in-
vestors and bankers, and public
officials and political fund-rais-
ers (who are often the same peo-
ple) has developed around the
Arkansas Development Finance
Authority and the public money
it dispenses. But the governor
himself has explained why no-
body involved in this web of po-
litical and financial connections
would ever feel pressed to sup-
port him politieally:

“To the best of my knowledge,
no one has either gotten or Jost
business because they did or

didn't contribute tome. . . . I've
gone out of my way never to make
anybody feel pressured. . . . [

have never had it come back to
me, even indirectly, that anyone
felt that way. If I had, I'd have giv-
en their money back.”

Why, sure. Just because a fel-
low's loan or fee depends on an
OK from the governor's support-
ers, that wouldn't affect his re-
sponse when one of those same
supporters asks him for a cam-
paign contribution, would it?
When the governor makes such a
case, either he is being remark-
ably naive (which would be an
historie first) or he expects us to
be (which would be par for Slick
Willie’s course). ’

It's got to be mere coincidence
that those who benefited by deals
with the state Finance Authority
— its business loans have totaled
more than $90 million — pitched
in $2.7 million in gifts and loans to
the governor’s campaigns for re-

election in 1980 and for president
this year. Those who did little or
no business with the Authority
contributed only $51,600 to his gu-
bernatorial campaign, compared
to $400,000 from those who dealt
with the Finance Authority. (The
figures come from the Los Ange-
les Times, which now has con-
firmed what long has been com-
mon knowledge in the state.)

Runner-up honors for the
strangest comment on this pre-
dictable pattern go to James Sto-
baugh. He is, in predictable or-
der, (a) a bank president in the
Worthen chain, which in turn is
connected with the Stephens
‘bond empire, (b) chairman of the
Finance Authority, and (e) fund-
raiser for Bill Clinton. Mr. Sto-
baugh says he’s done nothing in-
appropriate, as if his combination
of interests would never conflict.
(It hasn’t been too long since
Chairman Stobaugh supported an
$81-million loan from the Au-
thority that would have been used
to buy a chain of nursing homes
connected with the Stephens in-
terests.)

Curt Bradbury, chairman of
Worthen bank, was a director of
the company that owned the nurs-
ing homes. Bless him, Mr, Brad-
bury is at least candid on the sub-
ject: “Have there been abuses? 1
wouldn’t be surprised. Are there
potential conflicts involving Sto-
baugh? Sure. He's a long-time
buddy of Clinton’s (and) he’s work-
ing for me.”

Third place for dooziest com-
ment on this tangle of interests
goes to Merle Petersor, another
member of the Finance Authori-
ty's board. He, too, has solicited
contributions for the Clinton
campaign — from folks who de-
pend on his vote if they are to get
public financing. His comment: “I
don't talk to reporters. I'm a pri-
vate person.” Not when he’s a
member of a public board, he
ain’t, and particularly not when
he ecombines that role with Clin-
ton fund-raiser.

Whatever the economic role of
the Arkansas Development Fi-
nance Authority, and it gets mixed
reviews, an observer would have
to be blind, deaf, and from an-
other planet to believe its mem-
ptgrs have nothing to do with pol-
itics.




T'he 1Ssue that won’t go away

There were too many presidential

‘campaign developments last Wednes-

day for media coverage to do them jus-
tice.

I'm glad I was back in Arkansas on
Thursday merning so I got the whole
picture of developments on several
fronts.

Newspapers I've been reading the
last couple of weeks in Oklahoma, New
Mexico, Colorado, Utah and Kansas
wouldn’t have given me more than
snapshots, and some-of the stories they
wouldn't have had at 3ll,

The developments included:

¢ President George Bush's refusal
to agree to terms set by the Commis-

sion on Presidential Debates led to

cancellation of the first scheduled de-
bate, and Bill Clinton's troops rejoiced,
claiming Bush.had “cut and run” be-
cause he is ill-equipped to discuss eco-
nomic issues with Clinton.

@ Bush veloed the family leave bill,
and Clinton's coterie of spin doctors
swiftly asserted that this meant Bush is

ttot serious when he says he i is pro- -fam- |

ily.

® Retired Col. Eugene J. Holmes,
who accepted Clinton into a Reserve
Officers Training Corps unit at the Uni-
versily of Arkansas, thereby enabling
him to avoid the draft, crawled out of
the woodwork to say that he now be-
lieves Clinton deceived him and that
Ciinton promised to join ROTC only so
- that an_induction notice he had al-,

feady recelved could be revoked, and

Holmes aughie

id the colonel was

not notified of Clinton's intention to
renege on the ROTC agreement until
after Clinton had received a high draft
lottery number, eliminating any
chance that he would be drafted.

¢ Barbra Streisand ended a six-year
retirement to sing “It Has to Be You"
to Clinton at a glitzy gathering of Hol-
lywood Fat cats that raised $1 million
for the campaign of Linda Bloodworth-
Thomason’s favorite governor.

Clinton wasn't too busy to comment
on the debate cancellation and family
leave veto, but he did so hastily and
turned away from reporters before
they could repeat questions about the
draft they have been trying to ask him
for a week.

Clinton was securely out of touch at
Streisand’s party before he could be
asked about the new tangles in the web
of deceit he has woven around his
dralt experience.

When he surfaced Thursday, he con-
tinued to ignore draft questions, but
the questions are getting shriller and
you get the feeling that reporters are
going to keep on until he discusses this
subject with them.

Clinton has been braggingthat, like

a good patriot, he finally quit seeking
deferments, gave up his ROTC defer-
ment and put himself at risk of being
drafted, .

Holmes put a cloud on that story in
a statement he sent to the Democrat-
Gazette Wednesday. Holmes' statement
did not make clear when Clinton noti-
fied him he would not be joining the
PI.IOTC but Hohl‘]_estdaughttf]gsays
there was no notification until Dec, 3—
fwo aays after he had received a high
number in the Dec. 1 draft loftery.

I've been saying that it is not what
Clinton did in 1969 that should be an
issue in the presidential campaign but
the lies he has told about the circum-
stances of the good fortune that en-
abled him to avoid service in Vietnam,
and I abide by that opinion, even
though it is beginning to appear that
he told as many lies to get out of the
draft as ke has told since.

One question that almost always
gets obscured in the draft debate is

- whether Clinton broke the law. Gen-

erally writers agree that he did not.

However, if Clinton was admitted to
ROTC after he got an induction notice,
and the indications are that he was,
then the draft law, as I understand it,
was broken.

The statute of limitations has run of
that offense, not that any prosecutor
would try to charge Clinton or anybody
if it hadn't.

<+

John R. Starr’s column appears every day.

Clinton faces grim inheritance

As Bill Clinton moves within a few
weeks of being elected president, it
becomes appropriate to consider more
than the raging contest or what to wear
to his inaugural ball.

I refer Lo the staggering realities he
would face if he holds on and wins,
most of which would be complicated
by his grand and myriad promises.

Traditional Democratic con-
stituencies, hungry after 12 years in
the outhouse, see Clinton as the very
thing Paul Tsongas insisted he would
and should never be: Santa Claus.

Irefer to a few of the staggering re-
alities because space is limited, though
realities are not. For one thing, let's
follow Clinton’s lead and neglect for-
eign affairs for these purposes.

Clinton would inherit:

e A stagnant economy growing Iess
competitive in the world. He has
promised millions of new and better
jobs through publie works, education
and job training. But he also has
promised to slash defense jobs and re-
duce federal government employment
by 100,000- pusmons

°A near-crisis in health care. He
has promised an unclear program to re-
quire employers to provide health in-
surance or pay into a federal program
of universal health insurance, But it’s
uncertain whether struggling small
businesses would face a payroll tax.

@ The ominous problems of decay
and racial tension in the inner cities,
to which he's promised an unspemﬁed
amount of additional money, more po-

lice and greater leadership on racial
issues. But he's neglected this festering
sore in recent weeks while catering to

{
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suburban white voters, many of whom
couldn't care less about inner eities,
to try to fashion an electability equa-
tion.

& A world-record budget deficit and
spiraling federal debt, about which he
proposes to do essentially nothing di-
rectly.

Let me explain: He wants to raise
taxes on people making more than
_$200,000-a year and cut defense spend-
ing by billions. But he wants te turn
around and spend the new revenue
and the savings on job training, edu-
cation, law enforcement and the like,

Although he doesn't talk about it
anymore, Clinton still is committed to
amiddle-class tax cut, a kind of trick-
le-sideways economy policy that would
increase, not lessen, the budget deficit.

He says the deficit would be cut in-
crementally, but not eliminated, over
his four-year term, He says the gradu-
al progress would be accomplished by
economic¢ growth stemming from his
job ereation and by contrels on health
care costs, which drain the treasury
through entitlement programs.

He proposes to reduce those health
care costs by getting insurers and
health care providers to sit down and
work things out, cutting paperwork,
eliminating unnecessary procedures,

things like that.

l

Speaking of entitlements, Clinton
also would inherit his own promise to
“end welfare as we know it.” He has
committed to forcing welfare recipi-
ents to enter job training and take jobs.
But this massive promise is based on a

+ small pilot project in Arkansas that

has had mixed results,———————

Meanwhile, Clinton has won the en-
dorsements of organized labor, which
expects a ban on striker replacement
workers, and the Sierra Club, which
wants to make up for having endured
the likes of Republican interior sec-
retaries such as James Watt with a gen-
uine tree-hugger in the White House.

Assuming the Sierra Club is right
and Clinton has become a born-again
environmentalist, and assuming Clin-
ton is a worthy friend of the United
Auto Workers, he must balance all of
that with such problems as the de-
clining American automobile industry
and whether, in the face of that, we
should require balking carmakers to
improve their products’ fuel efficien-
cy averages,

About the only promise Clinton has
matie that seems easy to keep is the
one to require any Supreme Court
nominee to support Roe vs. Wade.

Otherwise, I'm reminded of the old
saying about being careful what you

wishfor. e
@ -

John Brummett is political editor of
Arkansas Times. His columri appears in the
Pemocrat-Gazette Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday. Write him at 201 W. Markham St.,
Suite 200, Little Rock, Ark., 72201, or call 375-
2985,




Since I am on record as say-
ing the national political press
should not become so raught
up in Gov. Bill Clinton’s per-
sonality, rhetoric and strate-
gies that it fails to consider his
record in office, I am obliged
to eomment on an article that
appeared on Page 15 of the
Sunday edition of The New
York Times.

Peter Applebome wrote a
40-inch article with a three-co-
lumn headline that stated,
“Clinton Record in Arkansas:
Successes But Not Without
Criticism,” .

That such a lengthy article
would be published by the na-
tion's most serious newspaper
in its Sunday edition should
signal, in case you weren't
sure, that Clinton's stock as a
candidateé for the Democratic
presidential nomination is ris-
ing.

My first reaction upon see-
ing the article was that no one
- in publie office for 11 years
would be without eriticism. My
second was that no article
quoting Tommy Robinson
without explaining thathe is a
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Brummett

discredited wild man could be
taken with full seriousness.

I say that even though Rob-
inson’s comment - ‘“He
spends too much time taking
care of his enemies and not
enough time taking care of his
friends; Clinton wants avery-
‘one to love him" - was a
bull's-eye shot. And I am
aware that Robinson might say
the same thing about any arti-
¢le that would quote me, and,
incidentally, incorreetly iden-
tify me as the editor of Arkan-
sas Life magazine,

Beyond that, 1 thought the
article was valuable, well-in-

tended, balanced and more 3

specific than anything previ-
ously published by the na-
tional press on Clinton's gover-
norship but, alas, lacking in a
couple of key areas. But then,

‘Bigger national woes might

you can't capture 11 years even
in 40 eolumn-inehes.

Clinton was properly given
credit for emphasizing ele-
mentary and secondary educa-
tion and getting large tax in-
creases passed te raise the
state's per-puslil expenditure
to a nationally competitive
level.

He was properly given
credit for standing up for his
strong beliel in early child-
hood education to rescue un-
derprivileged children from a
cycle of poverty, poor health
and educational disadvantage.

He was properly given
credit for his unyielding sup-
port of Dr. Joycelyn Elders, the
state health director, in her
battles to boldly help children
and do what is necessary to
curb the alarming number of
teen-age pregnancies.

On the other hand, he'was
properly criticized for becom-
ing overly cautious as a result
of his first-term defeat, for
pursuing tax policies that have
made a regressive tax struc-
ture even more regressive by
relying on sales taxes and
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their unusual application in
Arkansas to groceries (and
compounded by myriad tax
breaks he has signed for busi-
ness), and for emphasizing ed-
ucation at the expense of is-
sues affeeting the environment
and social services,

Generally, the article sug-
gested that Clinton is better at
high-minded rhetoric and em-
phasizing selected issues that
are ripe for political plucking
- education, for example —
than with the day-to-day ad-
ministration of gritty issues,

" The article explained that
the college-going rate in Ar-
kansas Is up and that Arkansas
has enjoyed a degree of eco-
nomic¢ growth in the last dee-

ade that outpaces the national
average,

But it also provided per-
spective, mentioning Arkan-
sas’ poor ranking in per capita
income and the fact that Clin-
ten's record, whatever you
think of it, has been compiled
in a small state.

As for what the article
lacked: It did not mention that
Clinton neglected for several
years the need for reforms in
our children’s services system,
leading frustrated children’s
advocates to seek relief in fed-
eral court,

It din not mention Clinton's
record on labor issues, which
is generally pro-management.
On the other hand, the article

overnor

did not mention Clinton's ex-
tracrdinary popularity among
black voters.

Finally, there was this
quote [rom Diane Blair, an au-
thor, political science profes-
sor at the University of Arkan-
sas at Fayetieville and dear
friend of the Clintons: "This is
a state in which the things that

-need attention will always

outweigh the amount of atten-
tion one individual ecan give
them.”

And people accuse me of
being negative about Arkan-
sas.

At any rate, Blair's observa-
tion strikes me as something
less than a compelling reason
to promote the overwhelmed
governor to president of the
United States, where, believe
it or not, there might be bigger
problems with higher stakes.

John Brummett is editor of Ar-
kansas Times magazine, His co-
lumn appears in the Democrat-Ga.
zette Sunday, Tuesday and ‘Thurs-
day, Write him ‘at 201 E. Markham
St, Suite 200, Little Rock, Ark,
72201, or call 375-2985,
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Report urges state to spend

3 phnas

1 wadne
B¥RBOBBI AIDLEHOOVER
Jemmooent-Gazetts Hoalth Writer
- BSputhwestern states pay ris-
ing-costs for teen-age mothers
'their babies, but few spend
tieihoney necessary to prevent
teen-pregnancies, accordingtoa
re%ort released Monday.
nihat includes Arkansas,
whose teen childbearing rate is
the third worst in the region
tadied, according to the report.
clhe new repott on Arkansas
dH'16 other states in the South-

kan$5,7 billien to support teen
thers and their babies in
8617 That amount refiects a 60
ercent increase in four years
ince $3.6 billion in 1987, it said.
“The crisis of children hav-
ng children continues ....and
ontinues at an increasing rate,”
klahoma Gov. David Walters
aid in a teleconference Mon-
ay. Walters is lead governor on
he Southern Regional Project
n Infant Mortality, which is-
ued the report.
The 17 states could save a lot
f money by spending a little
oney now to prevent teen-age

pregnancies, but they are not
doing that, according to the re-
port.
Arkansas’ teen-age child-
bearing rate increased 16 per-
cent from 1986 to 1990. Although
the state’s teen childbearing
rate is high, Arkansas spends
little per capita to prevent teen
pregnancies, the report shows.
The 17 states spent an aver-
age of $8.50 on prevention for
each youth between the ages of
10 and 19, Arkansas tied with
Texas for 11th place by spend-
ing $5.70 on prevention for each

youth.,

In 1986, the teen childbear-
ing rate in Arkansas was 43.3
births per 1,000 girls age 15 to
1

7.

In 1990, Arkansas' teen child-
bearing rate was 50.1 per 1,000
in the age group, raising the
state from fourth werst to third
worst behind Georgia and Mis-
sissippi.

Dr. Joycelyn Elders, Ark-
ansas Department of Health di-
rector, said the teen childbear-
ing rate increased dramatical-
ly in Arkansas in the past year,

more to cut teen pregnancy

“What Arkansas needs to do
is start investing in preventing
the problem and we haven’t
done that,” Elders said.

State and federal spending
for primary prevention of ado-
lescent pregnancy in the 17-
state area was estimated to be
nearly $110 million in 1992,

“That's roughly 2 cents worth

" of prevention for every dollar
spent on families started by ado-
lescents,” Walters said.

Actually, Oklahoma is in-
vesting less than 2 cents in pre-
vention for every dollar on ba-
bies born to teens, but is getting
good oufcomes, according to the
report. It is the only one of the
17 states to have reduced the

Dpercentage of births to teen-

agers, the report shows.
Walters eredited his state’s
suecess to its having been work-
ing on the problem for a num-
ber of years, to having a state
coordinator who works only
with the problem of births by
teens and to having a lot of com-
munication between parents

See PAEGNANCY, Page 3B
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&0 cast my vote for Mr. Clinton in
.his presidential election would tell
mesome things about myself that
wotldn't like. :

- 'If I understand his pesition on cer-
tain issues, my vote for him would say
that I approve the killing of the un-
Bofn with no restrictions; that I see
rbthing wrong with homosexual and
lesbian lifestyles being spread to every
segment of society, including our mil-
itary, high government offices and
publie school systems. .

As America stands at the erossroads
of change, which Bill Clinton promis-
es, ] would be concerned that my vote
for him would help to iead her in the
wrong direction.

Being a'veteran who served in com-
bat during WW 1I through blood and
tears, I'm convinced that no war is
good. However, I feel that my vote for
Clinton would say that I promote an
idea that it is all right to disobey a
command from the highest authority
of the land when called to arms. To
avoid this call (the Clinton way), just
scheme and maneuver your way
through the system, lead demonstra-
tions against our government and
armed forces, say you don't like the
war, then let someone else take the
rap while you sit in some cozy nest in

. a foreign country.

- Later, when you feel the timing is
right, the issue is dead or covered up,
never to resurface, you have the gall to

. ask to be commander-in-chief of that

. military you refused to be part of. If

Right to presidency lost

this unthinkable thing does happen,
this event would surely unfold as a
dark chapter in American history.

When considering the particulars
surrounding Clinton’s draft record and
the double-taking he has done in deal-
inf with it, which portrays character,
it is my belief he has forfeited his right
to even ask to be awarded the honer
of the office of president.

’ RAY JONES
Belleville

One who served

I am a native Arkansan. Near the
end of the Great Depression, Septem-
ber 1939, I left Arkansas and went to
Detroit: worked in industry almost five
years.

In March 1944 Uncle Sam said, “I
want you.” Thirty years old at the time
with a son, 4, and daughter, 2, and em-
ployed in defense work, I left my fam-
ily and served my country two years
in the U.S. Navy. I did not have any
pull to be deferred.

1 remember dodgers and the Jane
Fondas. I have no use for either. The
Bible teaches us to obey civil author-
ities. Early Christians were under the
oppressive Roman governments, Our
Lord said render to Caesar the things
that ha_re his and to God the things that
are his.

RAYMOND BAILEY
Searcy

‘Measure would protect all life

LR e
... “Euphemism” is defined as a mild
~ar indirect expression instead of one
- .that is harsh or unpleasantly direct.
..5ociety has come up with some
dandies. We say someone expired or

- passed on instead of died. Once we said
- :awoman is with child. Now we use the

+ word pregnant. Might it be that was the

.- harbinger of our apathy for the unborn?

.-~ Instead of a baby, it's coldly called a
_ fetus or embryo. Now abortion or ter-
- minating pregnancy is used for murder
. prtaking the life of an innocent child.
-Aren't we clever?
~...There are those who feel America
. .dYould not legislate morality. Nonsense.
Marality is the right or wrong of an ac-
tion and has been legislated many times
..over. Otherwise, it would be OK to'gun
.fldwn someone, to embezzle, rob a bank,

wrongs (morals). Clinton seems to be
imitating Pontius Pilate: He's washing
his hands of the matter and is saying
let the voters and the black-robed nine
decide whether to kill an innocent per-
son. There can be no choice here. His
stand is a green light for more permis-
sive killing down the road.

The domino theory is being geared
up. Some are trying to get a law passed
to kill all those reaching the age of §0.
Then what? The retarded, the crippled
or anyene not classified as wanted or
having value as a tax-paying American?

Like any wrong actions against so-
ciety, laws against the slaughter of the
innocents must be passed. A human life

. amendment will be passed to protect

all human life, Yes, even those babies
coneeived (rarely) by rape or incest,

Polls are entertaining, but they can
be pretty irritating.

Not to mention worthless.

Take, for instance, the polls con-
ducted this week following the vice
presidential debate.

Consider this: Almost as many peo-
ple watched the vice presidential de-
bate Tuesday as saw the first presi-
dential debate on Sunday.

More than 15 million households
tuned in to the vice presidential de-
bate. That compares with an estimat-
ed 17.5 million households tuned to the
first presidential debate.

If you'll recall, independent candi-
date H. Ross Perot wowed the public
and most of the pundits with a feisty
performance liberally peppered with
clever one-liners.

Then ecame the vice presidential de-
bate, and retired Vice Adm. James
Stockdale's pathetic performance. Only
the pundits were kind. Voters, in in-
terviews and private conversations, al-
lowed as to how they couldn't pessibly
vote for Perot knowing that Stockdale
would be 4 fateful heartbeat away from

BRIGHT 1D, Eunica,
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Meredith
Oakley

formation to swallow, given that the
poll was conducted Monday and Tues-
day. Are we to believe that pollsters
shut down their phones before the ear-
ly debate (6 p.m. Central) involving
Stockdale, Vice President Dan Quayle
and Sen. Al Gore was broadecast?
Hardly. Most polling is done after
business hours, when potential voters
are more likely to be at home, It is in-
credible that anyone but the most
diehard Perotite could stay the course
after Stockdale’s embarrassing show-
ing.
(Perhaps the admiral wasn't embar-
rassed, but I was embarrassed for him.
His stumbling and bumbling and inat-
tentiveness made me so uncomfortable

that severa] times I turned down my

Arkansas Democral-Gazette/John Deering

mine Perot

dents in an NBC poll conducted imme-
diately after the vice presidential de-
bate said Stockdale’s performance had:
rendered them less likely to vote for
Perot on Nov. 3. Only 14 percent said
they would be more likely to do so.
That's more like it, That's more in
line with what members of the general
public were saying as they gathered
around the water cooler or the coffee
urn the next day. v

Kudos

Congratulations are due the staff of
The Echo, the student newspaper at the
University of Central Arkansas in Con-

way.

Their determination to see that uni-
versity officials recognize and respect
the public’s right to know has sputfed
a dramatic change in policy regarding
the release of public safety “incident”
reports, i

The threat of a lawsuit didn't hurt,
either. )

Winfred L. Thompson, the UCA pres-
ident, said this week that beginning
Nav 1 ITC'A will pamnlv with fedaral
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ot pay child support, sell drugs, prac-

v -'."?ice libel, drive while drinking, lie on
*{¢' witness stand, have more than one

. spouse, not file a tax return, and so on.
wten; There are laws against all these

LUVLLCLYLL W HAWAY )/ o) i W Al b
They are no less innocent than any oth-
er helpless baby.

BILLIE TOUCHSTONE SIGNER
Ponca

=Military cutbacks cost jobs

*"'""Gut military spending and use the
‘money for humanitarian needs, says

,..Bill Clinton. This will selve our eco-:

.-, npmiec problem. .

" Look at the Northeast where high
technology skills produced the shy war
for'the Reagan administration which

"ine¢luded the Patriot missile used in the

Iraq war,

Work was stopped on the Wolf Pack
submarine that could not be detected
by sonar. The Russian breakup stopped
' ‘the production on this craft. Result:
-"“M4ny jobs were lost in the Northeast.

* » California has been the area where

“~‘many Air Force pianes have been built
for years. The cutback on military
planes was a severe blow to that state.

Hundreds of smaller companies pro-
duce component parts for these mili-
tary contracts and it has created loss of
jobs. The job loss will run into the thou-
sands from cuts that have been made.
The cutback is tied to our economy.

1 do know the answer, but Bill Clin-
ton would have you believe that cut-
ting back on military would be the thing
to do.

Mere cuts in military spending re-
sults in more jobs lost, and what we
need is how to cut military spending
and not create another recession.
Maybe some of you know.

R.M, MOREHEAD
Little Rock

Vital addition to liquor laws

: 7i%¥es, Mr. Editor, you missed a great

~rdedl in your Sept. 25 editorial ridicul-

“ingthe “good neighbor” addition to
-ustate liquor laws, which the Downtown
! Nelghborhood Association and other
~doncerned citizens achieved in the 1989
* General Assembly with the coopera-
«ition of the state Alcoholic Beverage
“:@éntrol Board executive director and
“*stute Rep. W.H. “Bill"” Townsend.

1 That law filled an important gap, and
any legislator taking your suggestion to
attempt repeal of the law in the 1993 ses-

'sion will face a partisan crowd of neigh-

_“borhood activists determined to retain

" this protection for neighborhoods.

.« +.This legislation gives state liquor
-‘r¢fgulators the authority to consider
'how a permit heolder's business opera-

* tien impaets other businesses and res-

715 BILL DOWG
T A GOOP Jo‘?H .
" ANOIDING °
< DRAFT ISSVE*

NOT QUITE

idents nearby. For offenders who re-
peatedly break the rules for selling al-
cohol and who attract lawbreakers and
fail to control violence and criminal
acts, this legislation gives regulators
the authority to consider, with all due
process, whether the permit holder
should be stripped of his permit, which
is supposed to be operated in the pub-
lic interest.

Turn down a neighborly request to
borrow a cup of bourbon? Real-world
taverns are not all identical o the tele-
vision program “Cheers.” You owe it
to your readers and your own reputa-
tion to check out a topic before writing
an editorial.

KATHY WELLS
Little Rock

PPN L dnabaraces sdhwbid ALILdEG DITEAY R NG
the presidency.

Yet a CBS-New York Times poll re-
leased Wednesday showed that Perot
had the support of 10 percent of those
surveyed. That's the same amount of
support he had in a CBS- Times poll
conducted 10 days earlier, long before
Stockdale was unveiled to the Ameri-
can public.

That's a very difficult piece of in-

Llaw -‘.IFUI:l.ﬂj LIS A LULLTU uwran ey
.“hearing aid" — the volume on the tele-
vision set,

(For his part, Stockdale conceded

afterward that he was “just kind of out

of it" but said that was because “I don’t *

have a speech I give when somebody
pushes the abortion button or econo-
my button, and thoughtfulness is my
line. It's not just a barrage of facts.”)
Indeed, 56 percent of the respon-

Nov. 1, UCA will comply with Tederal
law governing access to information
contained in campus law enforecement
records.

It's about time.

e
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Associate Editor Meredith Oakley's column,
appears every Wednesday, Friday and Sun-
day.

Up and down with Al Bore

Overlooked in the coverage of the
vice presidential debate was Al Bore's
(pardon me, I mean Al Gore's) throw-
away line about things going up and
down.

The line, obviously written by Gore's
handlers, went something like this; Un-
der the George Bush-Dan Quayle ad-
ministration, everything that should
have gone up had gone down, and ev-
erything that should have gone down
had done up.

The press wouldn't have let Dan
Quayle get away with such a stupid
statement, but Gore, prep school- and
Harvard-educated, couldn’t make a
stupid remark, could he?

Let's see,

Under Bush-Quayle, interest rates

, have gone down. Was Gore saying they
4 should have gone up?

Under Bush-Quayle, the rate of in-
flation has dropped. Was Gore saying
it should have risen?

Under Bush-Quayle, the number of
free nations in the world has gone up.
Was Gore saying there should be few-
er free nations?

Under Bush-Quayle, international
respect for the United States has gone

up.

Was Gore saying he thinks it should
have gone down?

Under Bush-Quayle, both the rich

AS GOOD A
J0B-..

AS HE DID AVOIDING
e DRAF T Y
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and the middle class are paying small-
er percentages of their income in tax-
es. Was Gore saying taxes on both the
rich and the middle class should have
gone up?

Under Bush-Quaylie, the Berlin Wall
came down. Is Gore saying it should

. have gone up?

I have dozens of these, but you get
the point.

Unemployment, bankruptcies, the
number of AIDS victims are things that
are up but that we wish had gone down
under Bush-Quayle.

If Gore had been specifie, he could
have made a point. But he didn’t. He
made a broad, wild charge, and the fact
that he was not nailed for it by Quayle
during the debate does not excuse re-
porters failing to pin him down after
the debate.

No Clinton defense

Some news stories have centered on
the point that I made, but not strongly
enough, in Thursday’s column,

Dan Quayle said over and over: “Bill
Clinton has trouble telling the truth.”

Republican spin doctors dwelt on
that statement.

“Gore did not once defend Clinton's
character,” said campaign spokeswom-
an Mary Matalin,

“Gore didn't once defend Clinton's
character,” echoed William Kristol,

Gore could have said: “Senator, 1
know Bill Clinton. Bill Clinton is a
friend of mine. Bill Clinton is not a liar,
senater. Bill Clinton tells the truth.”

If Gore believes Bill Clinton is truth-
ful, he could have said so.

Instead, he said, in effect, George
Bush is a liar, too, as if untruthfulness
by Bush excuses untruthfulness by
Clinton. '

Perhaps Gore, after he is reminded
by his handlers that at this one point
he should have departed from the
script, will defend Clinten's integrity.
Perhaps he won't, unless it is written
into his seript for the rest of the cam-
paign.

Meanwhile, let me say, “I know Bill
Clinton, Bill Clinton was once a friend
of mine, Dan Quayle is right, Bill Clin-
ton has trouble telling the truth, and he
will lie to further his political career.”

- Contradietory clips

I have a copy of the “Clinton vs. Clin-
ton Debate” tape that the Bush cam-
paign prepared for showing in Grand
Rapids, Mich., when Bush failed to
show up for the first debate.

The tape shows film clips of Clinton
contradicting himself on a number of
matters of controversy in the campaign.
The tape runs a little over five minutes,
It could and should be expanded to 10
minutes.

If Bush doesn't blanket the airwaves
with it in the closing days of the cam-
paign, I will go into the voting booth
on Nov. 3 believing that Bush was “do-
ing a Clinton” {not telling the truth)
wémn he said he wanted to be re-elect-
ed. .

&— -

John R, Starr's colutnn appears cuany E!ay.
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for verification.

their own.

Tell us your views :

The Democrat-Gozette welcomes your opinions. Send letters of no more than
250 words to Voices, Arkansgs Democrat-Gazette, P.O. Box 2221, Little Rock,
Ark., 72203. Please sign your letter and include a daytime telephone number

The contents of the Voices page, including columns and staff cartoons, do niot
reflect the opinions of the Democrat-Gazette, which are found only in the edi-
torial column on the Editorial page. The views expressed by columnists are
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In the news

M Orlando Hudson, a Superi-
or Court judge in Durham,
N.C., ruled that putting Torry
Reid on bread and water for
three days — as was ordered
by another judge after Reid
assaulted an officer while he
and several other inmates
were being moved from their
jail cells — would be cruel
and unusual punishment.

H Anthony Rainier, a grocery
store owner in Jamestown,
N.Y., chased a would-be rob-
ber armed with a meat cleaver
from his store by pelting him
with cans of soup.

H Darrell Stokling, 30, of
Newark, N.J., dressed only in
cutoff shorts, ran across two
active runways at Newark In-
ternational Airport, forcing in-
coming planes to delay their
landings, police said, adding
Stokling was taken to a hospi-
tal for psychiatric evaluation.

H Lynn Anderson, 45, the coun-
try singer, was in the Nashville,
Tenn., jail serving a two-day
sentence for violating a court
order for cursing her ex-hus-
band, Harold Stream III, in
front of their two children, ages
11 and 13. -

H Sinead 0'Connor, the Irish
singer who drew criticism for
tearing up a picture of Pope
-John Paul II on “Saturday
Night Live,” ran sobbing from
the stage of New York’s Madi-
son Square Garden during a
tribute to Bob Dylan when the
audience booed her. -

M Joe E. Russo, developer and

Bush camp
slow to pay
travel tab

BY JOHN SOLOMON
Associated Press Wriler
WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush’s campaign paid
more in August for balloons,
bands and "
banners
than it did
to reim-
burse tax-
payers for
politieal
travel
aboard
govern-
ment air-
craft, an
?ssociated Press review has
0

und.

And what the campaign
did reimburse — just $38,812
— was for travel Bush and
Vice President Dan Quayle
took aboard their special
planes, Air Force One and
Air Force Two, as much as
three months earlier.

The campaign acknowl-
edges it won’t be until after
Election Day that the publie
will see the August travel tab
despite a seldom-enforced
legal requirement that such
expenses be publiely dis-
closed or at least estimated
in the month they occur. Fed-
eral election laws require
presidential candidates to
file spending reports each
month.

The AP discovered the
slow reimbursement through
a computer analysis of

Nunkhis rnandine wanande fne
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200 prosecutors pick Clinton :
.| Group says
Brady bill
key factor

BY RANDY LILLESTCN,
Democral-Gazette Washington Bureau
ROMULUS, Mich. — Gov. Bil
Clinton picked up endorsement
from about 200 former and cur

ara

protection in g
the weeks to

ome.

“I do not
promise mira-
cles in th
fight on .
crime, but I understand what i
is like,” Clinton said at a hote
in Romulus, a suburb of Detror
Clinton is in Michigan to pre
pare for the final presidentia
debate Monday night.

Crime control has been a
important symbolie issue in pas
presidential campaigns, an
this campaign may be no diffea
ent, President Bush picked U]
the endorsement of the nations
Fraternal Order of Police e&:
lier this month.- -

Bush used the issue effec
tively against former Massd

See CLINTON, Page 8

_feporters before leaving for Michigan to receive endorse-
monts from attomeys, Chelsea suffered a stress fracture
to hér foot in a dance class eardler this month.

READY TO LEAVE — Chelsea Clinton, 12, daughter of
Democratic presidential candidate Bl Clinton, stands at
the Little Rock alrport Saturday as her father speaks to

Pennsylvania takes sides — east vs. west
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Voters face
amendment
to eliminate
furniture tax

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the
first in a series on proposed con-
stitutional amendments.

BY RACHEL O'NEAL
Domocrat-Garerte Capitol Bureay

Arkansas is the only state in
the nation that still taxes
household furniture — a tax vot-
ers will have the chance to abol-
ish Nov. 3.

But opponents of the pro-
posed state constitutional
amendment have said eliminat-
ing the tax will cost school dis-
t1iilcts millions of dollars annu-
ally. )

“We are the only state in the
nation that still assesses and
colleets this unfair tax. It'snot a
big tax, but it's so unfair,” said
state Sen. Cliff Hoofman of
North Little Rock, who spon-
sored the proposed amendment.

But Tommy Venters, execu-
tive director of the Arkansas
School Boards Association, said
recently that he was worried the
proposed amendment would re-
duce school distriet financing.
He said the proposed amend-
ment would “replace some of
the tax money but not all of it."

Lt. Gov. Jim Guy Tucker also
has expressed concerns about
the measure, which will appear
on the ballot as Proposed
Amendment No. 2. )

“It has terrific appeal from a
simplification view point,”
Tucker said. “But I'd have to ad-
mit that I have some apprehen-
sion about the impact on rev-
enues for school distriets.”

Under the amendment, all
household property — like fur-
niture, appliances and clothes
— would be exempt from per-
sonal property ad valorem tax-
es.
Household property gener-
ates about $13.8 million annu-
ally. About 80 percent of that
m?ney goes to county school dis-
triets.
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Robinson,

BY JOE STUMFE
Democral-Gazetta Staff Writer

Tommy Robinson and Dar-
rell Glascoek, two politicians
familiar with controversy, at-
tended a fund-raiser Saturday
at a North Little Rock bingo
parlor under investigation by
the state,

Robinson, the former U.S.
representative from Central
Arkansas, returned to his old
stomping grounds in North Lit-
tle Roek’s Ward 3 to raise mon-
ey for aldermanic candidate
and ex-aide Glascock.

The event, a combination of
hinan asma nnlitinal rnact and

Glascock find bingo
swamping politics at NLR roast

bingo, not politics. The fact that
it was held in a bingo parlor the
state is investigating at least
gave participants something to
talk about.

“I'm afraid (Attorney Gener-
al) Winston Bryant may come
charging through that dogr at
any minute,” Robinson said,

“I told Tommy, ‘T hope we
don’t get arrested,’ » Steve
Goss, who organized the event,
said. ” He said, ‘I've been ar-
rested before.”™

Ann Wade of Little Rock was
one of about 40 people who
played bingo before and after

Rohinenn and Qlarrnnk’c hriaf

Wade was disappointed, say-
ing larger prizes had been
promised whed the event was
being promoted,

Goss had billed the event to
the media as a “roast” of Glas-
cock by Robinson in the Ra-
zorback Room, 2633 Pike Ave,
The Razorback Room was one
of five bingo parlors closed by
court order Sept. 29 after a
judge ruled that they consti-
tuted illegal lotteries.

It reopened under the name
of Club 120, purportedly having
been taken over by the non-
profit American Legion. The at-
tnrnev general’s office is in-

Teachers hear
Bumpers talk up
wetlands swap

BY JAKE SANDLIN

Democrat-Gazetie Statf Writer

U.S. Sen, Dale Bumpers told
a group of geography instructors
Saturday that he wantstobe re-
membered for “voting against
Reaganomics” [
and for his |WHlIRITI]IS
work preserv- .
ing part of |§
Arkansas' en-
vironment.

Bumpers, a
Democrat who
chairs the
Senate sub-
committee for public lands, na-
tional parks and forests, ap-
peared at a Little Rock meeting
of the Arkansas Geographic Al-
liance and spoke about envi-
ronmental concerns.

“God only gives us one
chance to take eare of it,”
Bumpers said of non-renewable
resources, “So ever since I've
been in the Senate, I've tried to
be deeply involved in preserv-
ing what all of us ought to be
good stewards over.”

Bumpers listed among his en-
vironmental protection efforts:
preserving almost 100,000 acres
of Arkansas forests in 1976;
backing this year’s legislation
preserving seven Arkansas
rivers “so they can never be de-
veloped, never be poliuted;”
and this month's completion of
a complex land swap involving
41,000 acres of east Arkansas
wetlands that will make it a na-
tional wildlife refuge.

The swap involved land in
Arkansas and Monroe counties,
owned by Potlatch Corp., and
federsl timberland in Idaho.
The deal was three years in the
making and involved five land
trades. President Bush is ex-
pected to sign the bill.

“You know, I want somebody
tn nut an mv Anitanh, ‘He votad

The geography alliance is
composed of teachers and ge-
ography professors from
throughout Arkansas. Partially
financed by the National Geo-
graphic Society and the state, it
is part of the National Geo-
graphic Society's $7 million ef-
fort to train teachers in geogra-
phy, said Nancy Wood, a teacher
consultant from Eureka Springs,

The effort followed a 1988
survey in which Americans ages
18 to 24 scored lowest in basic
geography skills compared with
those in nine other countries.

Bumpers, who faces opposi-
tion in the Nov. 3 election from-
Republican Mike Huckabee,
told the group about his four-
year effort to repeal an 1872:
mining law signed by then-Pres-
ident Ulysses S.Grant meant to
encolirage westward settlement.i

The law still allows for any-,
one to claim 20 acres of federal
lands for hard-rock mineral
mining. If a mineral that can be
commercially produced is
found, a deed to the'land can be
bought for either $2.50 or $5 an

B

v

acre from the Bureau of Feder-

al Land Management, Bumpers
said. The government never
checks on the land after it's
deeded, he said.

Bumpers said one such oper-
ation owned in part by an oil
company is in the process of ac-
quiring 2,000 acies of federal

1and for $10,000 which, he said,

contains $45 billion worth of
palladium and platinum be-
neath it.

However, if the law is re-
pealed, that company could pos-
sibly sue the government for the
profit it could have gained from
that claim — $4 billion to $5 bil-
lion, Bumpers said — “for re-
fusing'to give them a deed to
something they paid $10,000

for.”
1f nat ranaolad Rumnare
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tricts,

Removing household furni-
ture from petsonal property tax-
es is an idea that has been de-
bated for years.

Currently, county assessors
use the value of a home to de-
termine the household taxes,
meaning some people pay tax-
es on furniture and other items
that don’t exist while others en-
joy expensive furnishings that
are taxed at a lower rate.

“Of eourse, that’s a prepos-

terous thing to do and without
having scientific evidence of it,
it is my strong impression that
it produces a great diserepancy
and is very regressive,” Tucker
said.
The proposed constitutional
amendment is one of three sub-
mitted to the voters by the Leg-
iglature.

The other two would increase
galaries of state elected officials
and allow local voters to in-
crease property taxes that sup-
port public libraries.

“My personal opinion is that
taxes should be fair, and we
ought to repeal the ad valorem
taxes on household goods,
notwithstanding the costs, be-
cause it's so unfair,” Hoofman
said.

“That is my position. Let the
burden be placed on the Legis-
lature to fairly raise any rev-
enues that might be lost. But
with this measure, it’s built in
to offset any loss,” Hoofman
added.

The proposal allows the Leg-
islature to enact legislation re-
quiring Arkansans to pay. their
motor vehicle property taxes,
which would remain in effect,
when they renew their registra-
tions and licenses.

Currently, the vehicle taxes
are due with other state prop-
erty taxes each Oct. 10.

Larry Crane, director of the
Assessment Coordination Divi-
sion of the Public Service Com-
mission, said recently that mak-
ing motor vehicle taxes due at
the time of assessment would in
effect move property taxes on
motor vehicles forward by one

year.

That would allow less depre-
ciation loss on vehicles prior to
taxation, thus ereating between
$11 million and $14 million in
new funds annually, Crane said.

«Qur best projection
statewide is it would come pret-
ty close to being a wash. ... There
may be some distriets that could
come out behind,” Crane said.

But James E. Metzger, an
economist with HISTECON As-
sociates Ine. in Little Rock, said
recently that the tax change only

i Sea FURNITURE, Page 28

bingo game, political roast and
supper, defied easy deserip-
tion.

A large part of the small
crowd seemed to have come for

Health-care cure a

BY JAKE SANDLIN
Democtat-Gazote Stat Writor

Health-care reform is one of
the major issues voters want
candidates to address in this
alection year and statistics sup-
port those concerns. |

According to Congressional
Quarterly, about 35 million
Americans are without health
insurance; the cost of health
care has exceeded inflation
every year since 1980; and Med-
icaid consumes 14 percent of
state budgets.

Congress is a target for those
demanding immediate health-
care reforms for cost controls
and increased insurance cover-
age. U.S. Senate candidates Sen.
Dale Bumpers and Mike Huck-
abee said last week that they are

Robinson and Glascock™s Brier—1lornoy Kunorsi’s office 18 1071 put UL LY Spravapsay

remarks.

“As you can see, 85 percent
of the people are here for bin-
go," she said.

well aware of these concerns.

Bumpers, a Democrat, gave
as an example of rising costs the
drugs used in the pational child
immunization program, based
on a program Bumpers and his
wife, Betty, began in the 1970s
while he was governor of
Arkansas. The cost of the drugs
has increased 3,500 percent
since the program began, he
said.

“It is staggering,” Bumpers
said of the cost increase. “And
that increase is not rare.”

Huckabee, the Republican
Senate nominee, said the
health-care problems have gone
on too long because of political
battles in a slow-moving Con-

gress.
“Both (political) parties have

vestigating whether ownership
has actually changed hands.

Representatives of the
Ses GLASCOCK, Page 2B

against Reaganomies,’ and I
want to be remembered for hav-
ing done this,” Bumpers said,
referring to the land swap.

said, “You fake $45 billion off
and then you walk away from it
and you leave an environmen-

See BUMPERS, Page 2B’

cause for Senate hopefuls

created this nightmare,” Huek-
abee said. “Now it's got to be
solved hy people whose primary
motive is what’s best for the
country and not what’s best for
the party.”

Both candidates agreed that
administrative procedures are

. a large part of the problem and

called for standardized insur-
ance forms to cut down on often
confusing paperwork.

#There are a lot of things we
can do to reduce health-care
costs very dramatically,”
Bumpers said. “The first one is
we ought to have every state de-
sign a package of benefits that
should be basic, nothing exotie.

“Secondly, we should devel-
op a standardized form for
everybody — Medicare, Medic-

Decade good to UALR chiet

Recalls pressures, 1

BY DANNY SHAMEER
Democrat-Gazata Educaton Wiier

Dr. James Young locks none
the worse for wear as he ap-
proaches his 10th anniversary
Wednesday as chancellor of the
University of Arkansas at Little
Rock,

He doesn’t look elder or beat-
en after a decade in which he
successfully endured debate
and controversy — publie and
private —about whether UALR
should have doctoral degrees, a
dormitory, a modern law sehool
building, scholars program or
aven a basketball team.

Unlike some of his colleagues
who encountered similar face-
offs at their universities across
the country, he survived with his
job intact.

And he helped make those
projects a reality on his 12,419-
student campus.

] had to ask myself, ‘Look,
do you want to g0 hopsecotehing
around the country like some of
your colleagues do, and sort of
brush each one of those places,
or do you really want to spend
some time and get into the fab-
ric of the institution, and try to
make some change that can last,
» Young said. “I deeided on the
latter course.”

He said the last 10 years have
been enriching and rewarding,
personally and professionally.

Yet, he acknowledges that a
chancellor's job can wear down
a person,.and that maybe 10
years in one place is enough.

Last spring he announced
that he is resigning, effective
Dec. 31. He wants to teach and
pursue outside interests that in-
clude writing, photography, his
relationship with his wife and
his spiritual development.

“Could I go on another 10
years?” Young, 56, said. "I could.
But I think that T would need a
sabbatical before 1 could do
that, and that's impractical, Sol
think 10 years is about maxi-
mum.

“You can do it longer. But
there needs to be things that re-
juvenate your life, and IthinkI
do that pretty well with my writ-
ing and photography, and the
wonderful times I spend with
my wife.,”

He paused, then added: “I
don't know. Two years from now,
I may decide to get back into
one of these (jobs) again. But
right now I need to change.”

Young cane to UALR fresh
off the presidency of the State

ooks forward to break

University College of Arts and
Seiences in Pottsdam, N.Y.

He was perceived by some
peopleasa chancellor who
would use UALR as a short-term
position, a steppingstone for
greener pastures — an unpopu-
lar idea at a campus with a his-
tory of long-term leadership that
dated back to its days as a ju-
nior college.

But Young also entered an
era in higher education when
increased job pressures began
causing the average tenure of
academic presidents and chan-
cellors to shrink to a range of
three-to-seven years, compared

. with the commeon reigns of 15

and 20 years a generation ago.

He spent the early part of his
UALR tenure trying to pull the
campus together aiter the de-
parture of G. Robert Ross, a pop-
ular chancellor who served nine
years.

There was a great deal of talk
hefore Young's arrival about
whether UALR should have se-
ceded from the University of
Arkansas system.

. Some hard feelings, includ-
ing a sense of competition in
some areas, lingered between
the University of Arkansas at

,  See YOUNG, Page 2B

aid and for every insurance
company — so that everybody
could read it, everybody knows
what it is and so on. Now, there,
in my opinion, we would save a
1ot of money.”

Huckabee said changes must
be made because “business as
usual with health care won't
work.”

wThere are several elements

of reform to start the process,” -

Huckabee continued.

He said that, according to
medical publications, “at least
30 percent” of medical tests are
unnecessary except to cover
doctors against possible mal-
practice lawsuits. A group of
doctors, he said, told him that
figure may be closer to 50 per-
cent.

aThese are tests that have
nothing to do with treating or
diagnosing patients, but it's
what they have to do because
their insurance companies re-
quire them to do it,” Huckabee
said. “It's to cover their back-
sides in case they got sued.
“We also need to simplify and
standardize paperwork involved
in medical care,” he said.
Similar paperwork costs
small businesses that want to
provide employees health in-
surance, Huckabee said. He
said that there should be 100
percent deductibility for health
benefits for the self-employed
and small businesses “who cur-
rently don’t get the same tax
consequences as do large cor-
See SENATE, Page 38

of the cool, crisp day In Central

- . - Arkanaag Qomocral-Garena/iiie
THE BIG' PIGTURE — Thousands of paople walk the midway at the i
Arkansas State Falr and Livestock Show on Saturday, taking advantage .
‘Arkansas. The good fall weather is expacted,
. 1o continus taday for the last day of the falr-: - L

s

——— e e D eno a2 it e

) ,.
" .
W
Stowarl

¥
K
'

8




P ey e

-

EDITORIALS

Let’s get moving

Arkansas’ taxing problem

good idea has come up

again, as it periodically

does: Take the state sales
tax off groceries. Will the notion
be dismissed once again? Or ac-
tually get somewhere this time?
Alas, whenever it has been run
up the flagpole, along comes a
spoilsport with an ax.

John Pagan, a state senator
from Little Rock, bravely raised
the flag two years ago, only to
have the Senate Revenue and
Taxation Committee play lum-
berjack. Senator Pagan, a leg-
islative rookie at the time, made
arookie's mistake. His bill would
also have raised the corporate
income tax, Talk about a death
warrant - especially when the
state was hunting new industry.
His bill flew no farther than an
ostrich in combat boots.

John Pagan now has picked
himself up, dusted off his hands,
and is back trying again, He has
proposed legislation to give poor
families a rebate on the sales tax-
es they pay on groceries. The in-
crease in the corporate tax is
gone from this year's proposal,
which made the Joint Interim
Committee on Revenue and Tax-

-ation so happy it agreed to study

the idea.

“I favor doing away with the
sales tax on groeeries hecause
it'’s highly regressive,” Senator
Pagan said, becoming the latest
in a long line to point out the
obvious, Sales taxes hurt the
poor most because they take a
greater proportion of poor folks’
income. They're not a great deal
for the middle class, either. The
smaller the income, the bigger
share of it the state’s 4.5 percent
fglles tax will collect on essen-

ials.

Families would get a graduat-
ed rebate under the Pagan Plan.
For instance, a family with an in-
rome af €20 0NN tn ¢OR NN wranl A

efited some in-state, too) but
there’s a difference between at-
tracting investment and giving
away the store, or rather the
state treasury. These tax breaks
for investment, which continue
to mount in the millions, could
at least be capped at some rea-
sonable point for each investor.
Particularly when the state con-
tinues to collect its sales tax on
the bare necessities of life.

Jim Keet, who is running for
Senator Pagan’s seat in the Sen-
ate, suggests phasing out the
sales tax on groceries (and on
over-the-counter drugs, too) over
a five-year period. He counts on
the usual increase in state rev-
enues to make up the loss, If

- phasing out this tax squeezes

state government, the governor
and Legislature may get serious
about reviewing or even remov-
ing some of the current exemp-
tions from the sales tax. And
there are lots of them,

Arkansas' sales and use tax
comes with a thick sheaf of ex-
emptions, Each needs to be re-
considered. Easily said but po-
litically impossible — so goes the
conventional wisdom, or rather
the conventional eynicism, Every
one of these exemptions is the
result of a special interest’s in-
fluence, or even of some whole-
some impulse or instance of
sound judgment, and every one
should be considered anew. And
a sunset clause added to assure
that they’ll be reviewed regu-
larly in the future. Yes, it's a big
job, but one that has needed do-
ing for years. Putting it off won't
make it any smaller.

his year’s presidential cam-
paign seems to have over-
whelmed interest in the
state’s problems except as some-

thing for the candidates to eon-
strue and misconstrue. Qur ab-

sentee governor is too busy for,
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The case for irrelevance

Americans tend to think that our
schools shape our society, and that if
we could just get education right, all
else would follow. Actually, it may work
the other way around. Sucieties tend to
shape their schools, and right now the
American public school is in many ways
areceiver-in-bankruptey for the rest of
society, with all its crime, materialism,
family breakdown, and fadthink.

When it comes to fads in education,
Iseen 'em come and ! seen 'em go: So-
cial promotion. The PEP program. Self-
esteem. Values Clarification. Ameri-
cans have always been big on labor-
saving devices, and in education, we
seem determined to save‘not only la-
bor but thought. All these fads have a
coupie of things in common: They don't
last, and they emphasize form to the
exclusion of content — a criticism that
also has been made of the education of
American teachers. The mills of Edu-
canto, like those of God, grind slowly.
But not, alas, exceeding fine.

Paul
Greenberg

lessness when our environment
changes, while those without rigid
structures -— the amoeba, for example
— seem able to create provisional or-
gans to assure their mobility and meet
whatever changes their world de-
mands. Having structure, he conclud-
ed, hinders creating structure,

He could have been talking about
the American educational system, with
its eredentialism and faddism. Lack-
ing confidence in our values, we seek to
substitute an empty pseudo-profes-
sionalism, complete with the wonderful
pseudo-professional language that ed-
ucationists can exchange without fdar

presidential year — and who wouldn't
be? — it may be a reflection of what we
now will accept in terms of thought and
character. And without character,
which is the last fruit of education, all
other attainments may prove not only
useless but actively destructive.

This passion for the practical in ed-
ucation can prove highly impractical. I
can remember as a boy complaining
about having to go to Hebrew school
every day after school. None of us
young sophisticates back in the '50s at
Congregation Agudath Achim in
Shreveport, La., could see the point,
What use was it? Why sit around trans-
lating the Bible from a language that
nobody we knew spoke? Certainly no-
body fashionable and up-to-date. Why
study a culture that depended on
camels for transportation, and still
practiced polygamy for goshsakes? Yet
what I began to learn there has proved
the most practical, the mostrevealing,.
the mast raving. relenant nart af what.
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come of $20,000 to $25,000 would
get a rebate of $59. That’s 4 help,
but why not go one better? No
sales tax on food for anyhody.—
rich, poor, or middle class.

Another state senator, Bud
Canada of Hot Springs, pomts out
that only three states now impose
sales taxes on groceries. It's time
for Arkansas to get with the pro-
gram. Yes, revenue would be lost,
but 47 states have figured out al-
ternatives to taxing basics like
bread and milk. Why not
Arkansas?

The state would lose $15-817
million on Senator Pagan’s cur-
rent proposal. Taking the tax off
all groceries for everyone would
be more difficult, of course —

about $120 million 'would be lost‘

annually in taxes.

How make up the revenue the
state would be out? Senator Pa-
gan recommends a “good, hard
look” at the multitude of tax ex-
emptions the Legislature has
created over the years, Espe-
cially prominent is the 1985 tax
break that reduces sales taxes
for those making investments of
more than $5 million in
Arkansas. This tax credit was
supposed to keep and attract
out-of-state investors (it has ben-

Arkansas’ ability to change, or

‘the

sentee governor is too busy for
the moment proeclaiming
Arkansas a dazzling land of
progress actually to make so pro-
gressive a reform, But the rest
of us need not be distracted.

Session after session, the Leg-
islature has approved so many of
these exemptlons to the sales tax
that its structure now resembles
a crumbling old house in the
Quapaw Quarter that hasn't been
occupied in 30 years — one that
needs fixing and cleaning from

eaves to basement before it’s fit _

to be lived in.

Some say the state’s alliance
of veteran legislators and em-
bedded interests will never al-
low so hasie a reform..Maybe
they've never been in one of]
those beautifully restored, now
structurally sound houses in the
Quapaw Quarter. The job can be
done. Let’s not underestimate

even the Legislature’s. (By the
way, here’s another argument for
term limits, and the new blood

and new ideas they could bring |

the Legislature.)

For too long it has been as-
sumed that Arkansas simply
cannot do better. Qur inferiori-
ty complex has been working
overtime. It’s time to shake off
the lassitude of the Clinton
Yeaxig and get to work reforming

ax structure. Let’s make it
simpler, fairer, maybe even ra-
tional. The tax code should re-
flect the needs of the state, its
people and its economy rather
than the influence of every in-
terest with an ally in office. A
good tax system not only en-
courages investment but en-

couragesthose citizens who may
need encouragement the most.
Let's get moving.
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But not, alas, exceeding fine.

The newest fad is Relevance. We're
told we need to make education more
practical. But is it really the purpose
of education to prepare the next gen-
eration for entry-level jobs? That seems
to be the thrust of this year's idea of
educational reform. It reduces educa-
tion to; You businessmen tell us the
kind of worker you want, and we’ll
mass-produce 'em,

I'd like to make a case for irrelevant
education — for what used to be called
liberal education. | take my theme from
Jose Ortega y Gasset, a Spanish philoso-
pher not known nearly well enough. He
admired the way the English tradi-
tionally taught their students the clas-
‘sies — gso that they might be educated in
the essentials, in pure abilities with-
out specific application, in ancient lan-
guages and an archaic civilization. Giv-
en a completely impractical education,
they made remarkably practical states-
men, explorers, and scientists. Unpre-
pared for anything in particular, they
could be prepared for everything in
general.

It was a German biologist who point-
ed out that highly developed organisms
like ourselves may be reduced to help-

Never mind the facts

WASHINGTON — Pause for just a mo-
ment, please, and reflect on what we are
learning from this remarkable week of
political debates about the relationship
of facts, truth and modern political cam-
paigns. It is not so simple as it seems..,

"Reporters live in the tradition of Sgt
Joe Friday — “Just the facts, ma'am.”
Technology increases our compulsion
to be letter-perfect. With tape recorders,
we have no excuse for having a word
awry in a candidate's quote. And with
computerized information-retrieval sys-
tems available even through our
portable laptops, we can “look up the

‘facts” and check the records.

Covering the vice presidential debate
Tuesday night in Atlanta, T was all bt
buried in photocopied data from the
Bush-Quayle staff.

News organizations do their best to
“sort out the facts.”

Yet it is clear that the “truth-squad-
ing” efforts never catch up to the initial
and often erroneous impressions — and
not just because much of the audience
has gone on to the baseball playoffs or
some other diversion. The reality is that
voters have their own way of judging
politicians — and “the facts” are not
central to the process,

This trutly, if you will, was borne home
to me when I watched the first presiden-
tial debate with 11 undecided voters in
Cleveland and then heard them discuss
George Bush, Bill Clinton and Ross Per-
ot for an hour afterward. Many strong and
conflicting views were expressed, but al-
most nothing was said about the factual
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ucatwmsts can exchange without fdar
of saying anything,

By now we've been making eduea-
tion more relevant for decades. Earli-
er in our never-ending quest to be rel-
evant, we drified away from theoreti-
cal math foreign languages, literature,
history, art, music, and science, We
switched to shorthand typing, business
English, business arlthmetic, soeial
studies , . . and then, when it came
time to compete with the Russians in

spaceé, we rushed to restore science,
math and foreign languages to the cur-
riculum.

Having dropped geography some
time ago, we're now deep inte adding
Global Studies. We might have saved
ourselves many of these expensive
changes and counter-changes if we had
stuck to the classical, “unreal,” “im-
practical” disciplines that have always
been at the core of liberal education.

The more technological the world
becomes, the more -— not less — nee-
essary it'will be for all to have a liber-
al edueation, THe very name meansg an
education for the free. It's not just the
elite who vote (thank goodness) but
everyone, If you're dissatisfied with the
quality of the political dialogue this

David
Broder

aceuracy of the three men,

Some would say that just confirms
the twin cynicisms that are undercut-
ting the legitimaecy of our political
process — candidates feel nb obligation
to “tell the truth” and voters view every-
thing politicians say through a miasma
of distrust.

That conclusion is teo quick — and
too cynical, There are truths and false-
hoods of all dimensions, and a political
campaign is really about sorting out the
largest — and most consequential — of
them.

In the current election, three large
truths dominate all others. These facts
overshadow all the minuscule quibbles
about smaller matters.

One huge fact is the economy. Most
people know —not from listening to po-
litieal speeches or sifting through the
data, but from their own and their
friends’ experience — that things have
changed, and not for the better.

The first and maybe most important
judgment voters make is whether the can-
didates recognize this reality — and have
some sensible ideas aboul addressing it.
Bush's single biggest liability is that peo-
ple believe he was late to grasp it and

S AU A G AL L AL 4 LALLMy

the most saving, relevant part of what—
ever education I have.

Let’s not confuse data with Judg-
. ment,or knowledge with wisdom. A{
" fashionable magazine tells us that com-
puters are going to lead to “a transfor-
mation of eulture similar to the Re-
naissance.” How do you suppose those.
- poor, benighted Europeans ever had a.
Renaissance without the micro-chip?
Thanks to our new super-machines,
we're assured, the world is on the verge
of “a Second Enllghtenment " Isn't it
strange that we should ever have had a”
first at such a primitive stage in our.
technological development?

Put not your trust in chariots or tech-
nologies — certainly not without ask-
ing their purpose. It is not more tech-.
{mlogy_vive need so much as the wisdom
0 use it.

. K4
Paul Greenbery, editorial page editor of the

, Democrat-Gazette, is attending the National.

Conference of Editorial writers this week in
Lexington, Kentucky. This column, which first-
appecred December 8, 1891, is based on his talk
last year to the annual conference of EDCORE, -
an educational program sponsorad by Inter--
national Paper Company.

still is vague on how to deal with it.
The second big fact is that the politi--

. cal system has gone awry, Peaple in pow-

er are not taking individual or collective.
responsibility for their wasteful spending;
and the lack of results. Blame it on in-*
cumbency or on divided government or
on interest groups, lobbyists and the in-%
fluence of money, but the “fact” is that-
voters are justifiably fed up.

Thus the challenge to people of hoth
parties —not just Bush — already in of-
fice. Thus, the potency of Clinton’s fnes-
sage of “change.” Thus, the revived i in-,
terest in the radical shakeup promised
by Perot. i

The third big—and endurlng-— i‘ach
voters know is that character counts.i
Bush is a known gquantity, Both h1s%
strengths and his weaknesses have’
emerged in the last 12 years in national’ l
office.

Clinton is far less of a proven quali- !
ty, and despite how well he has with-
stood the rigors of this long campalgn.
misgivings remain. The scrutiny of Per-
ot had barely begun when he droppedﬂ
out of the race, only to return, a fact of
history that looms both 1arge and dls-
turbingly in voters’ minds. .

Compared. to these “facts,” the stuff
over which the rival camps were battling
during and after each debate seem triv-
ial to the voters. And they may be right.

—_—

David Broder, d the unofficial “ch in n
of the board” by netional polltwa! woriters, is a
columnist for The Washington Post. I
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BY BILL KRAMER
Special to the Arkansa_s Democrat-Gazette
“How are things in Arkansas,

governor?” reporters are fond 6f-

asking Bill Clinton now that he's
running for president.

His response is that things are
looking up — especially since
he’s been governor.

Better take a closer look, Bill.
Things are not looking up in your
home state. Instead, more and
more workers are losing their
jobs and vital industries are be-
ing threatened with destruetion
—all by the very people you are
so busy cozying up to.

Increasingly, Arkansas is rem-
iniscent of Oregon, where lum-
berjacks are replaced by owls
and farming strangled as irriga-
tion waters are foolishly divert-
ed to preserve suckerfish.

Some 1,100 timber industry
jobs were lost in Arkansas’ Qua-
chita National Forest in 1991 due

to appeals of Forest Service tree’

sales. '

“It’s not true that we're
against cutting trees,” pro-
claimed Jerry Williams the oth-
er day to the Concerned Citizens
Coalition in Mena. Williams rep-
resents an environmental group
known as OQuachita Watchdog
League —OWL — which is close-
ly aligned with Sierra. Though
not invited to speak, he usurped
the floor and held forth at great
length,

I had just addressed the meet-
ing and accused environmental
groups of wanting to lock up pub-
lic and private forests and pre-
vent any timber harvesting what-
soever.,

" Taccused them of raping Unit-
ed Way drives by demanding ac-
cess to charity funds, of falsify-
ing science, of putting plants, an-
imals and rocks ahead of hu-
mans, and destroying free en-
terprise, private property rights
and human freedoms.

I pointed out they are enor-
mously funded by Old Wealth
and Big Business and maintain
giant lobbies and publicity fac-
tories in Washington and state
capitols which intimidate legis-

—————

Commentary

lators into passing laws that ben-
efit environmental bureaucra-
cies but are against the public

. interest.

I detailed pronouncements by
green groups advocating elimi-
nation of private cars and sin-
gle-family homes. Finally, I stat-
ed that oppressive environmen-
talism increasingly dominates
our society and our government,
that the movement is as tyranni-
cal as the Nazis were and more
dangerous than Communism
ever was.

Williams was angered by my
statements and accused me of ly-
ing.

“We're not agalnst the timber
industry,” Williams said. “Our
appeals (of Forest Service sales)
have not cost a single job. We
want selective cutting, not clear
cutting. This will bring bigger
timber harvests and a better mix
of hardwoods and pine.”

But Jim Crouch, who also ad-
dressed the meeting, had a dif-
ferent message. Crouch spent

many years with the Forest Ser- -

vice and was an experienced
Forest Supervisor when he left
in 1987 to become a management
consultant.

“Besides all the jobs lost to
frivolous appeals,” Crouch said,
“federal contributions to Qua-
chita area counties have
dropped $4 million due to re-
duced gas, oil and lumbering
payments to the Forest Service.
This especially hurts school dis-
triets.”

“My appeals have'not been
frivolous,” Williams insisted.
“Here's one of them right here.”
He exhibited a stack of what ap-
peared to be about 800 pages.

“You know what was in that
stack?” Crouch remarked after-
wards,

“What?” I asked.

“Reports and maps and non-
sense accumulated in the 52 ap-
peals he’s filed since 1989,” he
said.

“There’s no substance to them

v,
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E _
abound 1n Natural State

— the aim is to prevent cutting|
trees. - 1
“And the fact is there've been:
no timber sales on the Quachita
since 1990 because appeals tie
Forest Service personnel in
knots going over and responding
to them. It costs the government;
an average of $150,000 for every
appeal settled. |

“Meanwhile, lumber compa-!
nies have to lay off employees:
while the timber just sits there.”

“Williams has filed 24 appeals
so far in 1992 alone,” Tyrone
Lewis told me in his offices the
day after the meeting. He oper-
ates Lewis Lumber Co. in Cove. .

“We've had to close our mill
except for two days a week and j
lay people off. Actually the For-
est Service has done a great job |
on the Ouachita. There’s always
been more wood growing than's
being cut,” Lewis said. ' ’

“But leave it sit and eventual-
ly it’ll get full of bugs because
these people don’t want pesti-.
cides used. Or else it’ll be de- ¢
stroyed by fire. Or both. That’s.”
what happens in a forest. Mean- i
while, lumber prices are going up, %
because of artificial shortages.” '!

As in Oregon, lumber is not 'g
the only industry being savaged. {
Chicken farming also is being:
targeted by greens and other 1
groups who oppose raising.ani-—i
mals for food. !

They claim exerement is pol-
luting rivers and lakes. i

“It’s just not true,” Lewis said. i
“People use chicken dung to fer- *
tilize grasslands where they ]
graze cattle. But it's not pollut—f
ing our water. In fact, the Uni-$
versity of Arkansas ran tests and%:
found no contamination from
chicken litter.”

Three months ago this column
predicted that travesties oceur-
ring in Oregon in the name of en-
virenmentalism would spread to
other states. This shows how it's
happening.

i
!
]

“Fossil Bill” Kramer of Silver Bay,
Minn., writes a column called The An-
gry Environmentalist,
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BY MARCIA KUNSTEL
Cox News Service

FUHUD, Iraq — In this back-
water town of farmers and fish-
ermen more than 200 miles south
of Baghdad, Iraqis are rooting
for Bill Clinton for president.

They don’t always get the De-
mocrat’s name right —merchant
Jabar Nazel thought it was “Mr.
Linton” opposing George Bush
— but the people of Iraq are
aware an American election
looms, and they want anybody
but Bush to win.

And so does Iraqg’s govern-
ment, which is trying to influ-
ence a reshaping of America’s
international policy.

“I think it will be different if
Clinton wins,” said Nazel, 38, ac-
cepting the name correction for

. the Arkansas governor.

Why?

“Because we think Bush is our
enemy.” ’

Ali al Eisa, a 23-year-old
teacher, agreed. %
“We think the Americdns like

s

Iragis. We think he (Bush) is the
only one who hates Iraq,” Eisa
said.

To the Iraqi people, George
Bush has been demonized in the
same way Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein is almost univer-
sally disdained by Americans.

It is not simply government
propaganda that molds their
opinions, for even in the coun-
try's outer reaches people rou-
tinely listen to Voice of Ameri-
ca, the British Broadcasting
Corp., and Radio Monte Carlo for
news and views of the world.

They believe Bush is leading
the world against Iraq.

Many Iraqis will whisper that
they have no quarrel with the
American president’s decision
to fight their country last year,
except that they regret that he
stopped the battle before the job
was finished and Saddain re-
moved from power.

What they do not understand,
and what they have come to per-
sonalize as Bush’s effort to make

the Iraqi people suffer, is the
continuation of economic sanc-
tions against them. Goods are in-
creasingly scarce as months go
by, and prices keep going up.

Now they say they believe the-

no-fly zone the Americans,
British and French have creat-

ed, which keeps Iraqi planes }.

from flying in the southern third
of their own country, is a politi-
cal move Bush promoted to en-
halrllce his election prospects this
fall. '

“Yes, we know there are eled- -
tions, and we think one of the .-

motives behind his move now is

to get more votes,” said Nazel,

who lives in the no-fly district.

Saddam’s government also is 1.
plugged into American electoral ' -2,

politics.

Privately, one Baghdad offi- "j¢
cial said that Iraq has tailored 7
its mild response to America’s
politically-charged atmosphere 1;
out of concern a more volatile .

reaction would help Bush to
score points in November.
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Clinton Not Expected

To Address

State’s

Budgetary Problems

LITTLEROCK (AP) — Gov. Bill
Clinton retsmed home Wednesday to
morg than hoopla and cheer. He also
had some weighty stalc business to
address,

The troubled Medicaid program
was placed under a federal court
order Monday to raise its rales lo
some health-care professionals. L.
Gov. Jim Guy Tucker, who runs the
stale while Clinton is away running
lor president, said the decision could
bc costly, and he recommended an
appeal.

The Medicaid budget, plus other
problems in the Department of
Human Services, threatcn w be an
cmbarrassment for the Dcmocmuc
presidentizl nomince.

Tucker hoped 1o meet with Clinton
during the governor’s brief stay in
Little Rock, but he had not heard
from the campaign by carly Wedncs-
day aftcrmoon, according to Neal
Turmcr, an aide lo Tucker.

Clinton was not cxpected 1o
comment publicly on the matlter
Wednesday.

*“*He's coming in for the rally.
There won’t be an opportunity to ask
questions,” said Susic Whitacre, a
spokeswoman for the govemor’s
office.

She said Clinton planned 10 study
the ruling before making any com-
ments.

The govemor was scheduled o fly
into Litde Rock just in time for a
downtown rally in his honor. He is
cxpected 1o leave the state again
Thursday moming,.

He has not been in Arkansas since
before the Democratic National
Convention last wecek.

U.S. District Judge Susan Webber
Wright's (cmporiry injunction or-
dered the Department of Human
Scrvices to restorc the old fee
schedule for a wide range of chil-
dren’s medical services, pre-natal
carc and baby dcliverics. She said
doctors and other providers could not
allord 10 treat Mcdicaid patients.

On July 1, the ageney cut fees by

20 percent for all health-care provid- .
crs, except-hospius, nursing homes

and mental institutions. Last weck,

several health-care  professionals : .~

challenged the cuts with a federal ! .

court lawsuit.

Mrs. Wright left open the possibil- -

uy that she might later exiend the
injunction 1o other providers whose
(ces were cul,

Tucker said he fears the ruling
could sabotage the Medicaid budget
by giving health-carc professionals
the upper hand in sciting their lecs.

DHS officials estimated Tuesday
that the cuts the judge climinated
would have save the financially
strapped agency about $10 millin in
state and federal money.

The entirc package of cuts —
which is now at risk — wus expected
Lo sav¢ the agency about $29 million,
officials said,

The cuts were intended 1o help

DHS avoid a $60 million projected
shortfall for this fiscal ycar, which
ends June 30, 1993. Other measures
aken (0 save mongy included climi-
nation of 25 DHS jobs and plans to
require Medicaid recipients to pay
part of their bills,
. The state’s Medicaid budget this
year is $720 million, about $192
million less than what was spent Jast
{iscal ycar. Some programs were cut
in October and April.

Legislators will be faced with
increasing funding 10 the staic’s
largest agency in 1993. A voluntary
ax on health-care providers will
cxpire in Junc, lcaving a gaping hole
in the budget.

Clinton headed up cfforts this year
o scule a suit challenging DHS™s
child-welfare system.

A group of food stamp applicants
sucd in 1991, saying the agency was
tking morc than the fedemily man-
dated 30-day time limit 10 determine
cligibility to receive [ood sumps. A
proposed scttlement was reached
Tucsday in that casc.
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Viemory grows faulty

Once camp
A eyl

Let's get the obvious out of
the way first: Bill Clinton’s
long-awaited announcement
rhetoric did not exactly soar
with the eagles.

Did Atlanta teach him noth-
ing?

Thursday’s speech was too
long. Whatever fire it con-
tained was lost in the smoke of
too many words. Once again,
he had overprepared. ~

Clinton is an excellent ex-
temporanecus speaker. Give
him a prepared text, and he
flags.

If he would only speak from
the heart. Ah, but there I go
again, wanting him to be some-
thing he will never be.

Now that we've got that out
of the way, let's look at a few
things he actually said in an-
nouncing his candidacy for the
presidency.

You know, Clinton’s long-
windedness might not have
been quite as irksome if he
had not dared once again to
take credit for trails he did not
blaze, if he had not tried to de-
flect the shortcomings of his
own gubernatorial administra-
tion by projecting them onto
the presidential administra-
tion of George Bush.

A Democratic governor who
is responsible for the most and
the largest tax increases in a
state’s history has no business
criticizing a president who
raises taxes.

A 453-year-old man who has
been on the public’s payroll
for all but a couple of years of
his adult life really shouldn’t

paint himself as a friend of the

1 49 ‘?l
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working man. And spending so
much -of his time with millio-
naires as he does, Clinton re-
ally shouldn’t insult them by
questioning their commitment
to a better Ameriea.

But those are minor points.
More important were Clinton’s
remarks regarding education
in Arkansas:

“We need standards and ac-
countability in eduecation,”
Clinton told several thousand
celebrants, bystanders and re-
porters on Thursday in an-
nouncing his candidacy for the
Democratic presidential nomi-
nation. *And I'm proud to say
that here in Arkansas, thanks
to many of you in this crowd
today, we have led the way.”

No, governor. Arkansas has
not led the way.

If memory serves, it was
Gov. William Winter of Missis-
sippi who led the way in the
areas of education standards
and accountability.

His education program was
law in Mississippi even before
“A Nation at Risk,” released in
April 1983, sounded the alarm
about the “rising tide of
mediocrity” in Ameriea’s edu-
cation system.

Mississippi passed its edu-
cation reform package a month
before Clinton reassumed the

ign starts

governorship of Arkansas in -
January 1983.

As The Associated Press .
noted in a September 1983 ‘

story, “Arkansas traded places - *
with Mississippi for the cellar fi*

rating among states in expend-
itures per child and teacher
salaries after the Mississippi

¢
’
ER]
e

Legislature in December (1982) - >
enacted its school reform .;

package.” .
Winter, also a Democrat,
was the trailblazer, not Clin-
fon.
And as for as innovation
goes, Clinton's accomplish-*

PP T

ments in the mid-1980s pale -

beside those of then-Gov. (and

now U.S. Education Secretary) §
Lamar Alexander, whose 12- ¢

point education reform pack-
age set a standard Clinton ;

openly envied but was never ¥

able to duplicate.

Our governor, who at one -
time was at the front of the
Winter-Alexander cheering’
section, wants to forget his old -,
friends now that he is offi--
cially in the race.

He mustn’'t be allowed {0

. stakes now. He wants to do for *}

America what he claims to _?_

forget. He’s vying for the big -é‘
§
i

have done for Arkansas.
Perish the thought.

Postscript: Members of the ne-

tional press may love him, but: -
they don't know him very well.
No less of a journalistic gient -
than The New York Times ve-
ferred to him Friday as “William
Joseph Clinton.” His middle
name, of course, is Jefferson.
Associate Editor Meredith Qak- |

Iey’s column appears every Wednes- -;

day, Friday and Sunday.
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In response to Friday’s column about
former Medical Examiner Fahmy
Malak, Betsey Wright faxed the follow-
ing statement:

“The only board about whkich I made
the point to the Democrat-Gazette re-
porter that Gov (sic) had limited direct
influence on the appointment of mem-
bers was the Medical Examiner Com-
mission, ,

“As Irecall, it was composed of one

-person selected by the sheriffs’ associ-
ation, one selected by the police chiefs’
association and one person with a spec-
ified position at the medical school. The
other two members were members of

the Gov’s cabinet. As you know, Gov *

doesn’'t appoint sheriffs and police
. chiefs and medical professors, That was
my only point in that regard.”

The other members were the direc-

- tors of the state Board of Health and
~ the Arkansas State Police, .
‘ Until its abolition in 1991, the M‘gdi-
cal Examiner Commission was respon-
. sible for hiring the state medical ex-
aminer. ’ ,

Not that the commission did,

The commission didn’t hire him be-
cause nobody in authority knew of its
existence, including most of its mem-
bers.

It was suggested in this column on
Friday that Clinton could have done
something dbout Malak’s controversial
12-year reign as state medical examin-
er had Clinton sought to do so.

Wright, Clinton’s former chief of
staff, was quoted saying that the gover-
- nor had little direct influence over
members of Malak’'s governing board.

Apparently that is true enough. He
didn't know they existed, either.

Fivst, I direct your attention to a Feb.

J—,
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18, 1988, news story that appeared in
the now-defunct Arkansas Democrat un-
der the headline, “Commissioners un-
aware of 20-year-old panel, duties.”

Herewith, some excerpts:

“A majority of the members SUppos-
edly serving on the state Medical Ex-
aminer Commission, ereated nearly 20
years ago, said Wednesday they were
unaware of their duties,

“‘Ididn’'t know it even existed,’ said
Ken Wilson, Clarksville police chief
and president of the Association of the
Chiefs of Police of Arkansas since June
1987. ‘We've had the same secretary-
treasurer for the past six years, and he's
never said anything about it.’ ...

“Three of five members contacted
Wednesday ... denied any knowledge of
their duties to serve on the commission.

“Dr. Wayne Elliott of El'Dorado,
president of the state Board of Health,
said while he has only held that posi-
tion since J anuary, a reporter’s inquiry
about his role was the first knowledge
he had of such duties.

“*I don’t know anything about it,’ El-
l}ilott said. ‘I'm glad you told me about
this.’ ...

“Dr. Dodd Wilson, dean of the Col-
lege of Medicine at UAMS, said he
thought the commission had been dis-
banded after reorganization of the
medical examiner's office. Dr. Wilson
said his information was based on
hearsay... .”

Tuns state

&,/ G942

Oh, but there’s more.
On Feb. 26, 1988, the Democrat r

" vealed that Malak never was hired }

the board as required by law. Cl:
White, who was head of the state Crir
Lab, promoted him to medieal exami
er in May 1979.

Malak’s selection was signed off o
by, of all people, Tommy Robinson, wh
was then director of the (now defune
Public Safety Department.

“I basically approved it," the stor
quoted Robinson saying, “and sough
the governor’s approval,”

He said he was unaware in 1979 tha
the board that should have done the
hiring existed.

Was the governor’s office any bette:
informed?

“The governor’s office has operate
under the assumption that as an em
ployee of the crime lab, the medical ex
aminer operates under the funection of
the director of the crime 1ab,” said Clin.
ton spokesman Mike Gauldin in the
Feb. 26, 1988; story.

Existing law, of course, did not give
the state Crime Lab director authority
to hire the mediecal examiner,

S0 what do we have here?

A controversial medical examiner
who was improperly hired and allowed
to serve virtually without supervision
until his abrupt resignation just three
weeks before Clinton declared himself
a candidate for president in October
1991.

Is that what the Clinton administra-
tion calls running the stata?

—_—————
o

Associate Editor Meredith Oakley’s column
appears every Wednesday, Friday and Sun lay.
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~ 78th General Assem!

Total tax increases: About $311 million
Total new/ higher fees: About $9.4 million

Etfective dato,

-New taxes and fees of the 78th General Assembly - -

Major ticket
Iltems 1o bring

Tax/ fee Est. annual revenue Purpose of new money over §1 mlilion
1. New trailer park leansa fees from 60 days Furd Health Dept licansing of the parks
$25 - $75, depanding on siza of park $1,800
2. Ralse hoarng aid dispenser application, 90 days Fund eporation of the state Board of Hearing Al Dispensers,
gxam and licarss leos $5,000 - $6,000 + Induding per diem fer board, olhars
3. Grada A mlk lees Incraasa July 1 Fund program Inspection costs o
$76,000
4. \ncreasqs s 5
1ax onusad

5. Figld seismic operatoss permit registration

Immediately Fund Ol and Gas Commission oparations
lee $2,500 . {
6. Increasa car and small truek 1railet license 90 cays Furd slate and local highway construction projects N
lee from $6 10 §7 Not avallable
7. Nerrestablished beauty pagents pay $50 90 days Fund the secretary of slate's reglsiration program
regisiration (ee Not avallable
8, Fee of $10 for registering sath groundwater wel oa.t Education and cost sharing for water consarvatien
and withdrawal poirt on & surlaca water pao! $400,000 - $500,000 .
9. increasa to 5125 from $75 reglst. nurse exam foe 90 days W1t offse! National Councll of Stata Boards of Nurstng exam !
and $100 from 355 licensed practical nurse examfee  Not avallable cos! Incraases ' ;
10. Increase state Board of Archllacts exam fee 90 days Fund fulHlme executive director / Investigator i
105250 from $50 & isgis. fee to 350 from $25 $55,000 :

$7.500

11 tncroase dia ncetaxagreed., |/ ; 1
Somitiactd s S
12. Municpal courts authodzed 1o charge 0 days Procaeds for operalion ol the various local couns :
$10 for filing & ksulng wiit of pamishment Not available

13, Etablish $100 - $200 lcersing oo for Heallg,  Immadiataly Fund Labor Dopariment operation of the newly created board T
Ventilation, Alr Concitioning & Refrigesation Board $600,000 j
14, Now filing fea up 10 $100 for appeal of a 80days Fund Real Estata Commisslon costs assoclated with an .!
complaint agalnst a res! estats broker $2,000 - $3,000 appaal

15. Incraase LP Gas Board Inspection, ‘50 days Fund doubling la four the number of board inspectors

spplication & parmk {ees: $100,000 .

16. Dalry plan! leanse fea Increases . B0days Fund Health Department sanitarian services

“ Rt T e iR Ta

I £.5%

Immodiataly Fund board op erations
registration and applcation fees 4 Not avallabla .
19, New appratser licenss fé up 10 $100 Immediataly Fund newly ceated Appratser Licensing and Centification

$60,000 Board
20. Incroasa applcation foe o $50 from $35 and Immediately Fund expansion of Real Estate Commission eperations
exan f¢e lo §75 fram $30 for real estate brokers $100,000 !
21, Aligw courts $50 fee on DWI offendars lorakehal 90 days Fund troatment programs and Arkansas Highway Safaty .
Ireaiment programs and $25 fee for reporting costs Net avallable Program reparting costs |

- -{

22. Boller nspection 1oe Increasa o $440 from 90 days Fund operation of Labor Department boilef Inspection :
£200, speclal inspec, foe to $100 from $50 $12,564 program ' :
23. Allow foe for'a Chikdren and Family Sarvicos Div. 90 days Halp offset division cosls when pedforming home study -
home study in prvate cases such as divorce® $150,000 vestigations !
24. Increase cormporatd income tax 0.5% io - “.. ™ Immediate Mupq:adeolwca:bngl-tachn! af eoliagies™ - ¥ ¥
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$100 penalty lor misdemeanor® $25,000 drug enforcament iraining i 7,

27, Increase dantist annual fcanse Jeato 90 days Fund oparation of state Board of Dertal Examiners

$100 lrom $60 and hygenist to $50 {rom $40 $50,000 C

28, Increase doclor licenss fee 1o $50 from 90 days Fund cost of moving state Medical Board to | itle Rock,

§25 $100,000 oparating beard there, fund ex. dir, post _i
1 29. Increase lood service [nspect. parmit from §15 Immediately Fund Health Depariment sanitarian services ’
{10 $25, now $50 permlt for out-of-state battlars $165,000

38, Sets monthly 15-cent fee on each water July 1 Fund water testing laboratory to comply with ledarally i

pilr $900,000 mandatad statawide drinking walar testing _;

31_Feg for review of sawage disp. parmit & subdiv. 90 days Fund implemamation of aflemaive Individual sewage disposal |
: review cer., 10 $30 from $15; $50 annual carl, lee* $150,000 systems and for Health Depl. sanftarian sarvices !
132, Incraasa alevalor inspector license fea to %0 days Fund eperation of Elevator Safety Board ﬁ!

$50 from $25, exam tea to $150 from §5° $800 :

33, New fee not yel determined on fam seed 80 days Fund advertising of Arkansas certilied soeds |

praducers’ $10,000- $40.000 |
i }
: 34. Unspecified fentilizer manutacturar 90 days Replace fertlizer manufaciurer ragistation-of-grace les with

storage site lee Not avallable tha slerage fee

35. One-hal of e pRrGRT ol e

propeny and casialy 3 ] e < ;

3. New $1001ee on each insurer operating 90 days Fund information program to give those Imanding 1o buy :

nhe state $160,000 Insurance informatlon and premium prices

37. Fund-raiser regis. fea to $100 from $50; increasa 50 days Fund atiorray general's office operation of the [tensing
1 550 from $10 fee for professional scliciiors* Not avallable program C ;

38. Couble manutac. and wholesaler pharmacautical 90 days Fund oparatiors and Increased iederal requizements on stala L

dist. inftial license faa lo $200, renawal faa (o $100 $12,200 ° Board of Pharmacy !
§ 39, tncreases clgaretta 1A one Cnk — ﬁ }
: S on , b : !
| £0. Sets new $100 registration fee and $50 Immediately Fund Health Department licansing of stores I
| annual ranewal lae on pet stcres® $2.200 i
b5, Permit newly croated state Board of Physical duly 1 Fund cperations of the board E

Theapists lo levy unspeciied license feas” Kol available P ;

42 Allows couns 1o levy fee on pre-trial Immediately Help lund pre-trial release programs :

delainees under court supervision® Not available 'f

43.increases 10 $3 from $ amount Wynne can Immediately Funds Clty of Wynne municipal court [ucges and clerks ]

avthorize couns to charge on all convictions® Not available retiremant funds i

44 Pyblic water sys. op. exzrm fea 1 $50 from $25, 90 days Fund operations of newly crealed state Drnking Water :
i keense 1o 325 rom $10, renewal fee 1o $30 from $5° $27,000 Advisory & Operator Likcansing Commities i

43. $10 fee Irom non-custodial parent for complating 90 days Raimburse circult and chancery caut clerks fo7 cost of i

income withholding form of custodiat parent® Nol avallable complating whhihalding procedurs

46. New 15.percent tax (

B ]
coiected by ceniied Medicaid provk @ E
47. A B0 percent tax on gross proceads July 1 Funds wil goto state Departmant of Human Services !
arned by Medicald residential care faciliies” Not available i
48. Increased bank & branch app. and app. objeclion 90 days Fund operation of state Bank Board
{ees; increased bank holding company purchase fees®  $57,200
49, Raise misgemeanor coun costs -feas 1o $10 Immedlately Fund Crime Victim Reparations Baard and focal coun
Iram $5; civil action summons o $1 from 20¢° Not avallable 8xpenses
50. Removes limht on ahaual alr permkt foe 90 days Fund PC&E menftoring of the plants
for major industrial plants $350,000 .
51, Landfil disposal fes Increases about 50% to 90 days Help fund newly created state Marketing Board for
$1.50/ ton; Industrial disposal fee of 50¢ /1on $675,000 Rocyclablos
52 Anew ¢y, col
| disposal le of §
‘ 53. New $1.50-p8
impoded tires &'$1|

Note: 90 days indicates bills take effect 90 days from end of session, or June 25 this year.
*Bills awaiting action by Gov. Bill Clinton.
| Sources: Dept. of Finance & Administration and Bureau of Legislative Research’s Office of Tax Research.
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