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Tallahassee, Ilorida
Hay 25, 1941

Hone Spessard L. Holland
Governor of Florida
State Capitol
Tallahassee, Florida

Subjeet: He: Death of A. C. Williams
(Negro)} by violence in
Gadsden County Florida

on May 13, 1941

Dear Covernor:

I beg to report the following facts on the above subject.

On May 11, 1941 at about 2:30 A. M. Flice Officer Dan Davis who is Assistant Chief

of Folice for the City of Quiney, Florida while eruising in the Southern Section of
‘iincy, known as the Seaboard Section heard two gun shot reports and he immediately
went in the direction from which these reports came, Going there he saw & negro run-
ning. He gave chase and the nmegro ran behind & chicken house and then inte a negro
house very close by. Officer Davis knocked on the door and they admitted him. There
he found three negro men in the room and one he recosnized as A. C. Williams, the nerro
he was chasing. IHe arrested him on suspicion, thinking he had fired the shots heard.
A8 he wes caming out of the houss with Williams, Officer J. J. Rowan (Constable) and
Be He Potter, City Folice Officer drove up in their car as they were out searching for
a negro. Officer Davis turned Williams over to Officers rotter and Rowan and asked
them to put Williams in jail eas he was going to search for the gun, that he thought
¥Williems had fired. Yhile he was searching, Officers Rowan and Fotter returned to where
he was searching. They had with them a hir. bBell. Mr, Bsll stated that somsons had
broken into his house and had stolen two watches and one dollar and fifty cents. The
money being a one dollar bill and a fifty cent piece and had tried to rape his twelve
year old daughter, Thelma Bell, Officer Davis then searched behing the chickeh house
where Williems ran and found there two watches, identified by M r, Bell as being his
watches that were stolen fron his house a short while before, Uheh Officer Davis sear-
ched Williams before turrning him over to Officers Rowan and Fotter he tock off Williams
rerson a one dollar bill and a fifty cclnt piece, two five eent pia_ﬂsa and black handle
case knife or kitchen knife., The Officers Davie, towan snd Potter went to the home of
Mr. Bell and talked to the family. The child, Thelma Bell looked to be a child about
twelve years old and showed scratches and bruises om her face and neck ahd told Offi-

cers Davis, Rowan and Fotter "he woke me un in the bed, he was in the bed with me and



feeling of me, I said who is this., 7When I said that he put one hand over my mouth and
started choking me."

In this room there were two beds, Thelma Bell's smaller sister was asleep in the other
bed and was awakened by the sounds of her sister screaming and struggling. The smaller
girl screamed and awakened the father lir. Bsll, Both girls recognized the man as being

a negro as he ran out of the room. The father Mr, Bell came into the roam and the negro
was gone. Mr. Bell did not see the negro but he rushed to the door and shot his gun twice.
More to summon help than anything else because he did not see the negro. This was about
2:30 Ay M. Sunday Morning May 11, 1941.

Sunday Morning lMay 1lth at about eight o'clock, Officer Davis (whobeing a night police
Officer for the City of Quiney) reported the incident to his superior office Chisf of
iolice Ed., Wynn. At one o'clock Sunday P. M. May 11, 1941 bMrs. Bell, the mother of
Thelma Bell telephoned to Dr. S. Ee Wilhoit (Dr. Wilhoit a very prominent physicien of
Quincy, Florida) saying that she wanted to see him. He asked what he could do for her.
She said she could not tell him over the telephone. Dr. Wilhoit told her to come to his
office, She did so and brought Thelma Bell with her, Dr. Wilhoit examined Thelma EHell
and his examination disclosed that she (Thelma Bell) had been raped and that she was
scratched and bruised about the face and neck.

About 2330 A. M. Monday monring May 12, 1941 while Officer Davis was proceeding diagenally
across the street from Lovetts Store to the Juiney State Bank directly under the street
light a car, a ford Bedan with four doors drove very close to Officer Davis and stopped.
Two men jumped out of the ear, one from the back seat and one from the front seat. Both
were wearing & mask and armmed each with a pistol. Each man siezed Officer Devis by an
amm, disarming him and each placing a pistol in Offfieer [ lavis' side, told him to get into
the car and not make any trouble. There were two other men in the car, Officer Davis
asked the four men "what is this all about". They said "we want A. C. Williemes and no
trouble”. At this point Officer Lavis says that when he got into the car that the smell
of whiskey was very strong. They proceeded to drive to the county jail in & round about
way, traveling six blocks, when the jail was only two and one~half blocks by direct course.
They drove directly to the front door of the jail, over the walk and lawn. There was no
guard or night man on duty at the jail. Upon arriving at the jail, the four men demanded
that Officer Davis unlock the jail and upon opening the front door Officer Davis reached
in and switched on & light, whereupon one of the masked men stuck his gun in Officer
Davis' eide roughly, saying "turn off that dem light, we will furnish all the lights for
this party". Then ome of the makked men remsined at the front door of the jail, one in
the car, and two men each with a pistol in Officer Davis' side demanded that Officer

Davis unlock the cell doors. He diq('.?s%d the two maeked men handcuffed A. C. ¥Williems



him
hands behind/and shoved Davis into the cell and took A. C. Williams with them,

slazming the door to the cell block. This left Officer Davis free to come out of

the cell and into the corridor, but he was locked in the cell block. Officer Davis
immediately begen to call for help. Sheriff Luten who lives in a cottage near the

jail heard Officer Davis's cries, but thought it was a drunk in jail that soms of the
City Police Officers had put in jail, as the City used the County Jail for City prisc-
ners. After a short while of hearing the cries decided to investigate. Whereupon he
found that it was not a drunk but Officer Yam lavis. He immediately went into the jail
and turned Officer Davis out. Wheh Sheriff Luten let D avis out, Davis said "they have
got that negro out and gone with him", At this point Sheriff Luten says that he thought
Officer Davis was talking about a negro whom he was holding in jail for safe keeping for
the Sheriff of Jackson County Florida.

Sheriff Luten together with Officers Davis, Boyd, Chief of Folice Wynn began searching
for the four masked men and A. C. Williams., Officer Boyd found a plow line tied to a
1imb of a trse on a cliff near the warehouse of the Ge F. & A, Hailroad Companies, Last
Quiney Station. Upon making investigation Sheriff Luten together with the FPolice 0ffi-
cers discoversd blood stains on the ground directly under the plow line dangling from
the limb. Further investigation they discovered marks on the ground apparently made by
someone crawling and dragging with blood stains here and there.,  Then to a point under
the Gs F. & As Warehouse which was a distance of about forty or I[ifty feet from the
tree from which the plow line dangled.

The Sheriff and Police Officers searched under and around the warschouse in the bushes
and weeds in the vicinity of the G. F. & A, warehouse for A. Ce Williams but were hun-
able to find him. Sheriff Luten then went to the hame of the mother of A. C. Williams
and inquired of his whereabouts. Whersupon she insisted that she had not seen him or
heard of him since Saturday night before and nothing further was heard of A. C. Williams
until Mondey night May 12, 1941, A. C. Williams' mother came ot the home of Sheriff
Luten and told him that A. Ce had coms home and was shot and needed a doctor. Thereupon
Sheriff Luten immediately called Circuit Judge £. C. Love on the telephone and asked for
an interview, going to Judge Love's house., After talking with Judge Love Sheriff Luten
decided to eall Ire S. E. Wilhoit and together with Dr. Wilhoit went to A, C. Willlams's
mother's house and there found that.A, G, ¥Willi=ams was not in his mother's house but in
the house next to her house. Examination made by Ur. ¥ilhoit showed that A. C. Williams
had been shot ten times. Three of these shots pierced him in the upper chest and lungs.
The other seven shots were in the legs and arms. Ur. Gilhoit advised that A. C. 7illiams

had a fifty fifty chance to recover if given proper attentionm. Thereupon the Sheriff



made arrangements with ¥ill Webb a local undertaker to take A, C. Williams to the

negro hospital at Tallahassee, Florida at once. This was after midnight May 12, 1941.
There were several negroes at the house where A. C. Williams was laying and Sheriff
Luten asked them if they would assist #ill webb, the negro undertaker with A, C. Williams.
Opr, vilhoit had given A. @, Williams a hypdermic. Sheriff Luten and Dr. Wilhoit the
only two white persons t.hﬁa, then left and went to their respective homes. Will VWebb
and the three negro men put A. C. Williams into the ambulance and started to ths hospital
at Tallahassee, Florida. Thers were no other persons present - ne indieation of any
mod or any gathering whatever. It was after midnight and no suspicion of anything as
the ambulance proceeded on its way to Tallabhassee.

About four miles east of Quiney on Florida State Highway #1 someone wawing a flashlight
stopped the ambulance., Only two men were seen by Will Webb., These two men were masked
and armed with pistols. They told Webb that they wanted A. C. Williams and no trouble.
They took A. C. Williame and placed him in the back of their car. Will Webb drove back
to Quiney with the ambulance and met Officer Dan Davis. Eoth Webb and Officer Davis
went to Sheriff Luten's house and reported what had happsned. This was way after mid-
night. No trace could be found of A. C. Williams or the car which took him away.

will Webb says that as he wae leaving Quincy en route to Tallahassee with A. C. Williams
a car passed him. FHe does not know whether it was the same car that took A, C. Williams
away from him or not. This was about two A.M. Tuesday, May 13, 1941.

About five o'cloeck A.d. Tuesday morning May 13, 1941 Chaff Chason (a white man) who is
in the logging business telephoned to Sheriff Lutem that a dead negro was lying face up
on the bridge over Withlacoochee Creek, which is on the road from uiney, Florida feo
Attapulgus, Georgia five miles north of Quincy, Florida., Sheriff Luten, together with
his son, went immediately to this spot where they round the dead body of A. C. Williame.
Sheriff Luten returned to Quincy immediately where he got Lr. Wilhoit and again examined
the body of Ae C. Willisms. This examination showed no additional bullet wounds, but
did show that he had been shot in the arm and side with bird shot. Sheriff Luten noti-
fied State's Attorney Orion Parker of Tallahassee, Ilorida, who came to Juincy and atten-
ded the inquest and examining witnesses and making a personal investigation,

I have discussed this case with many people of praminence in Quiney and I find no mob
sentiment. The largest number involved was only four persons., There has been no crowd
or gathering of any great number of people. The sentiment of the general public is they
feel that the officers did their duty.

In talking to Sheriff Luten he said "I had no idea that A, C. Williams would be further
molested after placing him in the ambulance; that no one except he and Dr. ¥Wilboit and
the three negroes present knew anything about the transfer of A, C. Williams from Ruiney

to Tallahassee". It was after midnight, everything was quiet, no ome on the sireets,



" and, therefore, he did not think it necessary for him to go or to send a guard with

A, C. Williams to the hospital.

There have been several rumors, not originating in thet county, that the body of A. C.
Williems was taken to the school house with a sheet over it and shown to the colored

students there, and was told that the same thing would happem to them if they commited
such a crime. |

I find no foundation of facts to this rumor.

The body of A. C. 7illiems, imuediately following the inquest, was taken to the home of
nis mother. ﬁmmummw.mmmﬁwmmu
where a coffin was msde and Will Webb, the colored undertaker, prepared the body for

burial end was buried by him in the eolored cometery. (ny persomal opinion is that the
u&nmamﬂ't;j the body)e

fespectfully yours,

mﬂlohﬂmp (9igned) &

MAURICE H. TRIF® : -
/ !
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STATE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY OF GADSDEN

At an investigation into the seizure of one A. C.
Williams from the custody of the gherliff of Cadeden County,
Florida made by Orion C. Parker, State Attorney for the
Second Judicial Circult of the Ttate of Florida, on the
12th day of May, 1941.

TRANSCRIP?T



PROCERBRDIBGS
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(At Quincy, Fla.)

Dan Davis, having besn first duly sworn, tectified as followe:
EXAMINATION BY MR. PARKHR:

Q@ Your name 1s Dan Davis? Danlel, isn't 1t?

A Just Dan.

Q You are on the police forece here in Quinecy?

A Yes, sir.

Q You were on duty last night?

A Yes, gir.

Q That would be the night of May 11, wouldn't 1t?
A Yes, sir.

Q Just tell me, Dan, what happened last night with particular
regard to the negro, A. C. Williams?

A Vell, last night zbout - . It was after twelve o'clock, I know,
as best I can put 1t. It muet have been around quarter after twelve
or twelve-thirty, me and lMr. Parker - he ies the other night policenan -
Only two?

Yes, sir.

What 1s his name?

> o » O

Porter. He and Mr. Porter were un town sand statted to make our
regular rounds, checking up. He went one way and I went the other.

Q Valking?

A Valking. I had done checked sbout a block or a block snd a half
and started across the street from Carmen's store and started across
to the Quincy State BanR across the street. I saw a car coming down
the street, coming from towards the traffic light. It pulled up side
of me and stopped right gulck. It was a l-door car. A men on the right
hand side jumped out and one in the resr and nabbed me snd told me to get

-2-



dn the car. They took my gun snd handeuffs.
Did they throw a gun on you?

Yes, sir, each one. One throwed it in one side and one in the other.

o o

Did you meke an effort to pull your gun?

A Yo, sir. I dldn't have a chance, lMr. Parker, because it was
pulled so quilck.

Q@ You didn't know what they were up to?

A Yo, sir, I never once thouzht about the negro. After they had put
me in the back seat, - there was another man éit.ting over here in the rear.
Whenever I asked them what they wanted, what was they wp to, snd here's the
remarks they made me: "We just want that goddarm negro out of the jail and
wve don't want any fuss sbout 1t."

Which one did the talking?

I don't know who he was. He was a big fellow.
Yhet happened then?

They came on to the jail.

Drove you to the jail, five of you?

That 1s right. Tive.

Did you see another car?

O e O O 0

No, I didn't see another car. Vhenever I opened the jall door
to go inside, right on the left hand side is a 1light switch and I
reached to turn on the light and he stuck the gun hard on me and said,
"Cut it off. We will furnish the light for this party. I went on and one
of the fellows had a flashlight and they flashed it round to vhere I was
trying to put the keys in the door to open the door and with hig light
that is where I got my light.

Q TFlashlight?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ How many doors did you have to unlock to get him? Did you know
where he was?

A Yes, sir. I put him in Saturday night.

Q How many locks did you have to go through?

A Tour locks. The first one was the front door, the second one -.

That was the drawer vhere we keep the big key. Right there 1s where I
3=



left these keys hanging in the lock. I left them in there and some
of them took them out and left them on the front doorsteps.

Q Vhere is the third lock?

A That 1s vhere we keep the big keys to the cells. The fourth
is vhere you unlock it for the prisoners to come out. After I opened
the cell, they forced me on back in and to show them where he was.

Q TYou saw them take A, C. Williams out?

A I did.

Q@ Is that the negro that was put in for breaking into Bell'e
house and assaulting his daughter?

A It 1s.

When was he put in jall?

Sunday mornihg about two-thirty.

He had been is jeil about twenty-four hours?

Yssa, sir.

Same cell?

Yes, sir.

Who put him in?

Me and Mr. Rowan, Porter, and Mr. Boyd.
Four of you?

P O B © > O P © p O

Yes, 911;.

Q That was Sunday morning at two =.m. on the eleventh that A. C.
Williamsg was put in jall?

A Yes, sir. After they had got the negro, I started back out
with them behind them and one of these fellows reached round ns I
started out the door and caught me right here mnd gave me = shove
end slammed the door.

VhicH door?

It was in the hall where you open the cells.

He locked you in, He didn't lock you in the negro's cell?
In the hallway.

Did you have a weapon on you?

> & » © » O

Yo, sir.



¥hat became of your gun?

Mr. Luten found it vhen they came up to let me out.
Didn't yum have some handeuffs?

I havn't seen them since. They put them on the negro themselves.
You saw them?

I saw them put them on.

Could you tell whether they were white or blaeck?
Yo, sir,

Did they have on a mask?

Yes, ulr.

V¥hat kind of nask?

I couldn't see a thing. They had a black mask,

A hood, would you say?

Yes, sir, a hood.

Did it cover their whole heads?

Yos, sir, down into their collar.

What did they look like?

I don't know.

You say they were what size men?

> O b P > O > O PP O P O P O P O PO S

I tell you one of them fellows that got out of that car was a hell

of a man.
Q Blgger then you?
A All four of them.
Q Yere any other cnrs or any other persons participating?
A Thers wasn't any other car that I saw.
Q Did all four go in the jJell with you?
A All four.
Q They followed you through all those different aects?
A Yes, dir.
Q Did they sll have guns?
A Yes, sir, they all had guns. One had one in my back and ome in my side.

-
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1 @ Constantly kept a g in your back and in your side walle you were
A Yes, sir. They left the ear ruming in the front. They dldn't
stop out fromnt, but pulled up on the lawn.

Q So they didn't have far to mo?

‘hm;ﬂbv'mﬂ

A Wo, sir. I don't know whether they knew my neme or nob.
MMMQﬁnmmummeﬂhd"“‘
Yes, sir.

What about their hands?

1 didn't notice. I saw the gum.

That gun sort of frightened you?

Yes, sir. It was kind of wnexpected. I wamn't expecting that.
Who all besides you hadkeys that would take you through the jall?
All of us.

Bvery policeman can go through every cell?

Yes, sir.

ind the Clty is using the jail just like the Sheriff is using 1t?
Yes, eir.

That is by arrangement between the City and the Sheriff?

Did they teke enything but your handeuff snd your plstol?

My keys. They left my keys lying on the front door steps.

They didn't treat you rough? They didn't hurt you in anyway?
No, sir.

use then they told you what they wanted?

A They said they wanted that goddsmn negro out of jJall.

Q Did you know who they wanted?

A Well, I had an idea and one told me the negro that was locked wp the
night before.

L &
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@ Did they use any other words to tell you vho they wanted?

A Yo, wlr,

Q You didn't recognize sy of those nen's voicesg?

A To, slr. Didn't but one of them talk, He was the only mean
that opened his mouth and who he was I don't a bit more know then
you do. That ip the truth.

Q And you don't lmow how he was drecsed?

4 T don't know. I do kmow he had on darl clothes.

Q V¥hat ebout the esr they wore in? ‘Yhat kind of enr was 1%

A A Ford L=door. It wec either a 1940 or 19%1 nodel.

Q Vhat kind of tegl?

A I don't know. I Mavn't seen any tag. They dldn't ever let me
got %o the rear of the der at all.

Q You mee sny rones or sccessorles that are veually used in lynchings?
A Yo, sir. I eaw the guns and thet wes nll T seon. lr. Parker, 1t
wag done so quick you could hardly thint nnd I waen't expecting anything

like that to havpen. I hadn't heard a word sbout 1t.

Q Vere these men all nbout the srme size?

A Vell ther was two of them looked to be rownd the ame sive.

Q low tall?

A Well, I don't lmow. That blg men thet sot out of the automobile wng
& vhommer.

Q W¥ne he the spokesman for tham?

e wan the one thet dld the taliine.
You could tell by his volee thrt he was o white man?t
Yes, sir, by his= woice.

S » o B

The others didn't ssy anything?
A There wag three of then ond they dldn't ope: thelr mouths. Vhenever
they got to the Court Fouse, the motor choked down and they cranked it uwp =nd
left it ruming. The big men had 2 gun and another had a pun. The big man stayed mi
vith me all the time.
Q And never ook the sun out of vour back?
A Yo, elr. He hnd shold to me with one h-nd snd thet stuel in my back
with the other »nd the other man that wns right side of me had = gun on ny
slde snd holdingz a flashlisht.

—7-‘-



Q How meny flashligshts were there?

A

I didn't see dut one. I had nmy flashlight in my hip pocket

and they never bothered 1t. I believe I stayed in Jall every dit of

twenty-five minutes before I could get anybody to help me and I hollered

at the top of my voice to zet out.

2
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¥ho let you out?

Mr., Luten. I woke him up.

The Sheriff?

Yes, sir.

You think you were in there twhnty-five minutes fronm the time they left?
I belleve I was in there svery dit of twenty-five minutes.

You hear them pull off with the negro?

Yes, sir. And vhenever this nan gave me a shove and locked the door

geid, "Xeep your mouth shut." I didn't do that, dub I did until they left.

Did you know this A, C. ¥illiamg? the negro that they got?

Yes, sir, I Imew him.

How long had you known him?

¥ell, ever since I have been on the police forece.

How long has that been?

About six years.

You are well scquainted with him?

I knewihim., We have had him up several times for investigatiom,

things that we suspicloned him of.

O& P O P O
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Bver been convicted of anything, to your knowledge?

Yot to my knowledge.

You are positive 1t was A. C. ¥Williams that they got?

I know it was. Yes, oir.

Did they tell you vhat they were going to do with him?

Yo, sir, they d1d nct. Only thing they told me was, "We want

that goddamn negro out of the jail that we locked uwp the night before.®

The men €Ghat d1d the talking sald, "that goddamm A, C." Hs knew him

I reckon. I am satisfied thet everyone of those fellows knew me, but I

dldn't know them. They dldn't do a bit of harm, didn't hurt me no way
or saything. o A



Q@ Did you know sanything shout the negre, A. €. ¥Williems, golng
in Bell'g house and assavlting a girl?

A Yes, olr,

Q Tell from the beginning what you knbw sbout the ease against
A, C. Willians. |

A Yell, I wae out around Hr. Rell's house Jatwrdsy night.

@ Vhat are his initlals?

A, Mr. Bell's?

Q Do you know what hisg first neme or initials arel

A I belisve it 1s ¥W. D, but I sn not sure about it. I was
looking for another negro. I had had a e¢all out there and during
my rounds out there I wag sbout 2 block from Mr, Bell's house
when I heard a gun fired twice and the shot sprinkled my car.

Q Pollice car? Was Lt a shot zun?

A Yes, elr, sorinkled my police car., 50 I smpesded the ear up
and made a block, and vhenever I turned up an slley there I saw
this negro run scross the street. I twned the corner there mnd
followed thig negro running seross the street.

Q Prom Bell's house?

A Yes, sir.

Q How far was it from Bell's house?

A A block and a half when I ecaught him, I threw thigibig
searchlisht here and never took it off him. Ne run behind a
chicken house, a little hen house. I kmew he was back there but
I never sew him, I lnew he jumped behind it. After 2 while,

I reckon about a milnute after he ran behind this chlelken house,
he jumped back and run back of this negro's house which was about
the length of this car from the chicken house.

Q Cofild you tell who he was by seeing him in the light?

A Yes, sir,

@ You knew it was A, C. Willisme?

A Yes, sir,



Q You heard him say to the negro, "Let me in quick"t

A Yeg, cir, he was at the negro's doorsteps and it wasn'd
nothing but a two by four house. He says, "Let me in quick®.,

Q Telking to the negro?

A Tallkking to the negro in the houwe.

@ In the house?

A Yes, sir. Hie name wns Fred Stephens, so he called Fred
and Fred opened the back door and let the negro in and I was
calling Fred at the front, and directly 1 said, "Open the door',
He said, "Who ie that?" I sald, "Mr. Davis, the night policeman®
and he opened the door and I shined my light in there and I
sav this A. C. Willlans in there. He had done gone inside.

Q@ He had gons inside?

A Yes, slr. Just a little two-room house. I told Fred, "That
1s the negro I want right there", and I called him and snid,
%Come in here, A. C." He came in snd I searched him. About that
time, Mr. Rowan and Mr. Porter drove up. W¥e were all out in that
section looking for another negro that we had a call showt. Ye
pearched him and got a little kitchen knife off him and One Dollar
and 2 Half in money.

G Off A. C.1

A 0ff A, C. One dollar bill and one fifty-cent plece and
two nickels and a dime, I believe. I am not sure ebout the dime.
And I told Mr. Rowan to hold him for » mhnute, wntch him for
me, and I went behind this chicken house where I saw him rum,
Behind that I found one pocdket watch and a wrist wateh. The
pocket wateh was a South Bend, one of these highf priced South
Bend watches, and a Bulova Wriast Watch.

§ Vomen's or men's wrist watch?

A Man'g wrlst watch. I coge back to the car snd showed the
watches to lr. Rowan and Mr, Porter and told them to carry the negro
dmandlgckhinupan&mmbmkom there, that I thought he was
the one thet did the shooting.

wlDo



I really did, becmuse that wae vhy I thought he was ruming. I
didn't Xmow at that time that he had broken into Hr. Bell's
house. 50 they brought him on up, started to jail with him. Ve
went by Mr. Bell's house and lr. Bell was coming out his front
door. He stopped them snd told them that hie house hod been
broken into, two wetches store and a2 doller amd a half, and
vhoever it was had tried to rape his daughter, a little twelve
year old girl. So they brought thn_wmm on snd locked him wp.

Q Did you come with them? |

A Yo, siry I was still out there looking for the gmm. They
ceme back out where I was and eslled me to the car and told me
that Mr. Bell's house had been brokem into. I showed lr. Bell
these watches and he identified them as belng his pocket watch
and his wife's wrist watch and seid -. I am telling what he sald
now. He sald that the negro slso had got one dollar and fifty
cents, a dollar bill and fifty-cent piece, emd we taken that
off the negro too. I reckon that was his.

Q Did he tell you about the little girl?

X. Yes, sir.

Q Vhat did he say about that?

A Ve went back to lr. Bell's house, then, snd the 1little
girl gald ~

Q@ Vhat L1s her name?

A Thelma.

Q Thelma Bell?

A Thelms Bell, tizelve years old, told me that the negro woke
her up in the bed with her, feeling of her. She went to scream
and he slipred his hand over her mouth and jrabbed her under the
throat and choked her, got between her legs and tried to force
his thing in her. That 1s vhat she said. That is all I know about
it. This negro told Mr. Rowan and Mr. Porter thnt he won these
watches 1n Jacksonville in a skin game.

Q The wrist wateh end the pocket wateh?

sl



A Yes, slr. Ve came back fto town, got Mr. Boyd up town
here and went back to Mr. Bell's house, We went to tho screen
dowr there to say if he stuck an ice pick in there or how he
got in. MNr. Bell said he couldn't swear that the screen door
wan locked. He could have come on in the sereened vorch and
got in the kitchea there. This knife I took off him was a
1ittle, old, Xkitchen knife. I little case kmife with 2 bHlack
handle in it. Ve figured he got that out of the kitchen to
11ft the wood lateh on the 1lnside of the girl's room to go in
there. ¥e got the knife - . Mr. Bell's wife identified the
knife. We tried it to see if it would work. They showed us
another just 1like it. It did work.

Q Vhat statoment, 1f any, did the negro, 4. €. Willilams,
ever make to you or in your presence relative to going into
Hr. Bell's houee ond assoulting the 1ittle girl?

Yone, Yo, sir, he did not.
Didn't admit or confess anything?
He didn't admit it, no, sir,

Who ghot those two gun shotal

> & P o »

lr. Bell. He was ldoking for the man that had drokem in
his house. I thought it was the negro. I knew it was a shot mm
and I wag looking to see where he throwed it down.

Q About how far in feet was it from Tell's house to where you
first saw the negro ruming?

A Just a dlock and a half, right vhere he run across the street.
In other words, to where he run seross the strest to
this negro's house.

Q FHow many feet from Bell's house?

A A block and a half.

Q Three or four hundred feet?

A TYes, sir, sbout thet. Four hundred snd fifty, including

the street.
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Q Ever see anybody else in that neighborhood?

A Tever saw a scle. No, #ir.

Q@ The negro denled getting the watches from Bell's house?

A Yes, sir, he denied it. Said he got them in a skin geme
in Jacksonville. Yes, sir, but' Nr. Bell and Mre. Bell identified
then ae bdeing their watches.

Q Did Bell or his wife ever identify the negro? §eelng the
negro in thelr house?

A Yo, sir. They didn't gee him. What $um the negro out was
there was another little girl sleeping in the seme room aznd
she heard Thelma gasping for breath nnd che screamed snd that
was what woke up this glrl's mother snd father. He had been
all over the hopse and he hadn't woke up =~ sole.

Q Did you exsmine closely to see whether the negro broke in
that house anybhere or go through a window?

A He didn't bresk any vwindows.

@ Probably through the sereen door.

A Yes, sir. There was a crack shout like that. You could
pull the screen door back and there would be & crack in 1t. I
figured he must have took a little, old knife, or something
like that, and jimmied into the girl's room. In the bed vhere
the little girl and the negro was -

Q Where Thelma was sleeping?

A Yes, slr. He left a tire iron, sbout eighteen inches long.

Q Vhere in the bed?

A Right 1n the nlddle of the bed, under the sheet.

Q 7You don't have any idea that he would have struck ths 1ittle
girl with thet eighteen ineh tire iron if che had seresmed?

A Well, I don't want that to be put down, but I believe it
was hls intention. V¥hy elge would ha have come in that bed with her
with a weapon like that 1f he didn't intend to use it?
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I dldn't see anything else he would have had it for. That wns ny
belief about it.

Q He was already in the house?

A Sure, he was already in the house.

Q He wouldn't have needed 1t to nryze a window or door open?

A Yo, sir,

Q Yhat time of night was it that this affalr haprened at
Bell's housel

A I don't dmow. I caught the negro right at about two-thirty.

Q@ Right at sbout two~thirty? That is Sunday morning, May 117

A That is right. Two-thirty.

8 Vhat size negro was A, C. Willlams? About how tall end
about his welght?

A He was about five feet ten inches smd welghed sbout one
hundred and fifty or one hundred and aslxty pounds.

Q About five feet, ten inches?

A About that. He might not have heen oquite that tall. That
ie Just guessing.

Q Just a few more cuestions. Vhere was Policeman Boyd during
the tine that these four men here storped you on the beet rnd
put you in the car and took you to the jail? ¥Yhere was Boyd, if
vou know?

A Vell, I sm going to explain it. Ve started checking up there
at the corner of Love and Hesmrin Building round back of the store.
I went one way and he went the other, the way we elwaye dd. That
1s the way we slways do. Vhenever we met, we usuelly neet about
hald way. In other wopds, I check sbout one half and he checks
about half.

Q You mean checking the @oors and seeing there is nothing
out of place or looking screwy?

A Yes, elr. Vhat block he was in vhenever it heppened 1

don't know.
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Q Did you see any person cn the strecets or at any place
during the time these fowr men were requiring and foreing you
in the car with them =nd took you to the jail to get this
negro?

A Yot & soul. There was o bunch of cars perked down
near the picture show. They went in the midnight show. DBut
there was nobody on the street.

Q If there had been, could they have had a better opportunity
to identify any of these four men than you dld?

A Yo, sir. I got closer to them than anybody did/

Q They all had a black hood over thelr heads? 1t was a hood
rather than g mask and tuckéd in the collar?

A Yes, slr.

All the way round?
All the way round.

You didn't have any idea that the ¥lu Xlux had you?

P £ P o

lfo, slr. I didn't. I nover thought about any

Klu Xlux. The only thing I thought of was I was being kidnapred.

I never thought about anything else. The negro never crossed ny
mind. Me and Hr. Luten had been talking that nlght about the negro,
A, 0. ¥illimms. W¥e never susplcloned the first thing about 2 mob.
I didn't, end if he did he Hadn't sald a word to me about it. The
only remarks I made to them was when they farced me into the car.

I said, "Gentlemen, what is thot about!® The remerk they made to
me was, "We want thot goddamn negro out of the jall and we don't
want any fuss sbout it.® And wvhenever 1 went to the jail, the first
light I evitched on he stuck that gun a little deeper in my back and
sald, "Cut it off, Buddy. ¥e will Furnish the light for the party.®
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¢ They forced you into the ear in the beginning with
one man holding a gun in your back and one in your side?
& I saw the two guns.
Q@ Did you ever make an effort to draw your gun?
A To, sir. They tock my gun standing on the street, bhefore
they ever put me in the car. That was the first thing
they done. They throwed the gun on me and grabbed my gun
out of my holster and took my handeuffs at the same time.

Q Do you think there is any chance to get any finger prints

off that pgun?
A Mo, gir.
Q Did you use it the rest of the night?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did you make any effort to assist these other of ficers?
A Yesn, sir, I did. I told Mr. Luten the way the car was

headed and everything. They switched the lights off when they
picked me up and never switched them on and they kept the motor
running ih front of the jail.

& Do you know anything else that you think you want to tell
me?

A Yo, sir, I sure don't.

-16~



Thelna Rell, having been firet duly sworn, testified as
follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR, PARKER:
Tell ue your name?
Thelme Elizebeth Bell.
How old are you?
Twelve.
Tou live here with your mother and daddy?
Yes, sir.
Wight before leat, what roon were you sleeving in?
That one right there.
The bed near the foor thet we were looking at?
Yes, sir.
Vhere wes your sister sloeping?

In the hed on the other side of the room.

oS O S PO O P oo P O

Tell us if anything havpened during the night, night
beforelast, which woRld be Saturday night or Sunday morning
carly, May 11. Just tell what heppened.

A Vhen I woke -

0 Vhat woke you up? You had gone to =leep?

A I wvas alroady sleeping snd I felt something and I woke
snd sereamed and he choked me snd then he put his old hand over
ny mouth.

Q ¥ho 34147

A Thnt negro, end I tried to mplt and he ran out then and
I came in here =nd enlled mother and deddy.

G Now, you had gone to sleep?

A Yen, sir.

Q And vou were waked by some cdlored man belng on top of youl?

=



A Yo, sir, he wasn't on top of me.

¢ VYhere wae hel

A On the side.

Q ¥hich side?

G‘I;eft side.

Qw Between the two beds?

A Yes, sir.

Q FHow did he waken you?! Vhat caused you to waken?

A I just felt something.

Q Yhere?! Just tell me vhat he did. WYhere aid he first
foel youl

A 1 don't kmow.

Q W%as he between your legs?

A To, sir.

R Vhat was he doing? Did he have hies hand some place detween
your legs?

A lo sir,

Q ¥hat was ho doing?

A He was trying to do something ugly.

Q Just tell us what he wae trying to do? It mizht embarrass
you but juet go ahead and tell me. Ye are sll friéends of yours.
Wag he up on the bedl
Yesn, sir.

Ves he lying on top of youl

Yo, sir.

Was he down between your legs?

No, sir,

Well, just tell me whers he was?

He was lying on my side and I was on the other side.
Faelng youl

> & » O P+ O P o P

Yo, sir.
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Q VWhat was he trying to do?

A He was trying to rape me.

¢ Did you feel anything hard down between hls legs pressed
up against youl?

A Yo, sir.

Q@ ¥hat was he doing vhen you woke up in bed? What was he
doling?

A He wae trylng to do something ugly.

Q@ W¥ell, tell me how he was trying to do it. ¥ith his hand
or with his penus or what, ¥as 1t with his penus?

A Yes, elr.

Q' Yhat was he trying to do with 1t? Did he have it w
between your legs sone place?

A Yo, dir,

Q Vhere did he have 1t? Did he have it between your legs
or vhere dld he have it?
I don't kmow how to tell 1t.
Did you know it was a colored man?
Yo, dr, I didn't eee hin.
Did he run when you hollered?
Yes, #ir, he choked me before he ran.
Before he ran?

Yeg, eir.

o > o O » 2 »

He woke you up o do what to you, Thelmal? Just tell me
vhat he was doing to yoult

A I don't know what he was trying to do, only rape me.

Q Could you feel anything hard down between hle legs or
did you feel anything?
Well, I don't lmow how to snswer it.
¥as he on top of you in any wayl

A
Q
A Yo, sir.
Q You sey §# you were oh this side? Sleeping on this side?
A

I was on ny right side, facing the door.
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Facing West?

Yes, sir,

And vhich way was he facing?

Facing west, I reckon.

Was he lying down with youl?

Yes, sir,

Was he close to your beck?

Yes, sir.

And he put his hand over your mouth?
Yes, nlvr,

Didn't say anything to you?

Yhen I wekened I s2id, "Vho is this?™ and he didn't say

anything and vhen I sercamed he put his hand over my mouth.

o o P O
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Was he wdor the sheet with you?

I don't know whether he was o¥ not. I didn't ever see him.
He was hugeging you up to hin, was he?

Yesa, sir.

Did he have his am around you?

Yes, sir.

Juat had his arm sround you?! Y¥as he feeling your breasts?
Fo, eir.

But he vai*.ly!.m up $¢ you clase as he could?

Yes, ulr.

Did you feel anything hard preesed uwp against wyour back?
It was a truss, I think,

You mean you thought he had on, was wearing, a truss?

Yes, sir.

He never did get over hetween your legs?

Xo, uly.

Did he ever try to got vetween your legs?

Fo, sir.

Is that when you screamed?
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A Vhen I wekened I scresmed and he put hls hand over my
nouth and I had to spht.
Q VYhat caused you to have to spit?

A Because 1t didn't smell good.

€ Yhat didn't?

A He stunk.

Q You nean whoever this was in bed with you stunk?

A Yes, sir.

Q He had an odor to your body? Was he wp close to youwr face?

A To, glr.

Q@ Could you tell whether it was & man or womsn in ded with
you?

A Tt was 2 nan,

Q@ Could you tell vhether it was a white or = negro man?

A I couldn't tell.

Q Did he ever klss you or try to?

A TNo, air,

Q Vho dlscovered the iron, the plece of tire iron, in the

bed whore you were? DNld you?

A I believe it was mother. T don't know.

Q@ Did you put it in bhed?

A Yo, slr.

Q You dldn't zo to bed with a sixteen or sighteen inch tire
iron with yout

A Fo, sir.

Q Do you know a negro man by the name of A. €. ¥illlsmsa?

A Yo, sir.,

Q About all you know, then, Thelms, ls that when you were
wakenad ~ you had been sleeping — you felt this man in bed with
you, close up to your back, just as close as he could get, and
you screansd and he put his hand over your mouth? Vhen did he
get up out of bed and run?

A Vell, he choked me before he ran.
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Q@ Then vhat happened?
A I got up out of bed.
Q V¥Which door 4id he go out of?
A That back door to my bed. I tried tc zet out that door
but it was latched and I couldn't.
MR, PARZER:
A1l right. Thenk you very much,



Mra. Amnle Bell, having been first duly sworn, testified
as follows:
EXAMINATION BY !MR. PARKRR:
%What 1s your nems?
Mrs. Bell.
What is your first name?
Annils Bell,
You are ths nother of Thelma?
Yes, air.
Tell me what you know about this?
Vell, vhen they wolke me they wers standing right there et

w .o O e D

g
:

How did they wske you?

By the screaming.

Who?

Thamla and 43) 7 the two girls there. I oald, "Whet happened?®

o b O

wvhon they woke me wp. Thelma gnid, "lMomma, sonebody choked me.® I
sald, "Thelna, nre you dreaming?® She sald, "No Ea'm, I wasn't
dromaing.®  She gald 1t was a2 men that "Choked me and he tried to do
gonething else ugly®. I 3ald, "Thelma, Tord hove nerey!®™ We jumped
up and she liks to have fainted, she was near going in mpamua. I
put an my glasses snd sgv my watch was not hers. I sald, "lLordy,
where is my wateh®® My husbend juwed wp and sald, "My wateh ls
gone." 1 sald, "Took and sse if your momey ic gone.® We said, "Yes,
my noney iz gone.® I got my glasses and put them on and che told
me he was $rying to do something uzly, that waes the enly way she
knew to put it. She sald, "Momma, I ar nasty." T looked ~nd che
vas as nasty there as ches could ba, =2nd I let her bathe in cold
water firet and then I heated some water smd put some lysol in 1t.

Q You mean in her sexual parta?

A Yes, sir.

€ You saw it with yow own eyes?

A

YG‘, lil'.



Q Vas there any secretion from the male part?

A I didn't see eny. She seid she felt nssty. 1 egemined her
to see if she was lacerhted and she wasatt. I took her to the
doctor and he asked me if she wae lacerated and I told him she
wasn't. They promised to have the negro exmmined and didn't to it.
The doctor toid me to watch her and bdring her back three days and
I gave her a bath in lysol this momming and I am going to keep 1%
uwp. I was afrald he had syphills or gonorrhea.

Q@ Did you go to the bed where your davghter was lylngl

A Yo, sir, I didn't. Ve were scared to death. W¥e went in this
morning. There was a box of matches struck everyvhere. The police
geen them. I dida't sweep them up. HMabtches wers siruck all over
the place.

Q That didn't weken you?

A Yo, sir. He must not have had on any shoss. Iy bady, 43)
seon him. Jhe said he had thick halr. He dldn't have on any
shoes.

Q Vas this door between where wa are sitting and your daughter's
room, was it latched?

A To, elr, it wasn't latched.

Q Ves it open?

A TWo, sir, I pulled it to when I wont to ded because the windows
wvere up, but I openod that door at the end of the hall there.

Q@ You say the door right next to the bed vhere your daughter was
sleeping was pushed to?

A 3But sonmebody eame and latched the door from this aide.

Q@ Vhiech wuld be the outelde of the room in which she was sleep-
ing? Vas there any evidence in the bed of intercourse of any kind?

A Yo, sir. Ve didn't see anything becaunse she had o quilt and
sheet over her. We didn't see any signs.
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0  ¥ho found the tirc tool in the bed vhere she was sleeping?
A One of the policemen. He sald, "let's zo to the bed and see
if wea can find clews. I said, "lLord, have mercy! Fe was going
to k111 m: youwng zirl."
Q@ TYou didn't exmmine the bed hefore that?

A Yo, sir.

Q@ Yhot 211 4id you mise from the house?

A Mine smd m- husband's watches.

Q@ V¥hat kind of watches were they?

A Nine was a Bulova.

Q@ V¥rist wateh?

A Yes, sir.

Q Vhat kind wns hls?

A T don' ¥mow bdut it wae a dig one.

4 How mmuch money did you mlss?

A A 3ollar and something. To tell you the truth, I don't
Inow. Afdd this knife. They found it in his pocket.

€ You know that knife?

A Yes, #ir, I know 1t. They asked, "Mrs. Bell, vhose knife
is that?® T enid, "It 12 nmine."

Q MNd yrou identify rour watch?
Yeas, a2ir, I knaw it was nine.
How about rour hushand's.

Yas, sir, I Imew 1t wns hie.

o B O »

¥hen 4id your hushand shoot the mun twice?
A After we zot wn. He went around the back after the
girle woke us uwp to see 1f we could ses him =snd he sald, "Let me

ghoot thie.®, and he shot 1t twiece,
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Q After you got wp?

A Yes, sir. He juit glipped his pants on. I didn't take
time to put on snything. There wasn't but one drawer that he
dldn't open up. He opened the safe and csbinet drawers and
pulled out everything snd left them wide open, snd sll those
drawers snd rny locker and went through everything.

Q He must have had a dual motive, theft and rupel

A I belleve he threw something over us to mske us sleep.

Q@ You a hard sleeper ordinarily?

A Vhen I went to bed Friday night I couldn't go to sleep
wntil late. My husband saild, "I wish you would go to sleep.
What i the matter with yout® I said, %I don't know. I jJust

can't sleep."
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43 having been firet duly sworn, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR, PARKER:

4(3)

Ten.

Ton yenrs? Is Thelma your sister?

P O kP o > o

Yes, slr.
Q Nlght beforelast, vhere were you sleepins? In the same
roon where she wag?
A Yes, sir.
Q Tell me what you lmow about this man coming in the room
vhere you and your slster were?
4  After she hollercd he had hold of her and he choked her.
Di& you hear him choke hert
Yes, 2ir, I heard him.
V¥hat woke you up?
She woke me wp screaning.
What did che soy?
Fothing.
Just screanedl

> O P O > 0 @

Yes, slr. I sercaned and he went out. IHe glipped out the
back door.

That is the south door to $hat roou?

Yeos, sir.

Could you tell who it was?

I don't Xxmow. his nsme but Daddy sald it was A. C. ¥illlams.
You knew 1% was 2 anegro?

Yos, oir,

How did you know 1t?

Bocause I saw his hand,
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Q Did he go real close to your bed in going out?

& Yeos, sir,

Q He went between your bed and hers?t

A Yes, sir.

Q@ V¥as the moon shining into your room?

A Yes, si.r!,

Q@ VWaz the moon shining bright?

A Tes, sir. Tot so bright.

Q You knew it was a negro. DNd you know vho it was?

A Yo, sir. I knew it wes a negro nen.

Q@ Did he welk or run?

A Run.

Q@ How long did he stay after you and your sleter scresmed?

A Just one mmnite. Long enough to choke her =nd then he
ran out.

Q Did you and your slster come in to weke wp your mothert

A Yes, sir,

Q@ How did you come in%

A Right through this door here.

Q Vere they sleeping?

A Yo, sir. They hed on the 1lght and seld, "What is the
nattert®

Q Tou know what waked your father and mother?

A Vell, we serommed and they woke. Ye come over here.

Q You know this negro, A. 0. ¥illimmg? Yever scen hin
before?

A Vo, My,



K. P. lLuten, having been first duly sworn, testified
as follows:
EXANIRATION BY MR, PARKER:
Your name is M. P. Luten?
Yes, sir.
Sherlff of Gadsden County?
Yes, sir.

O 8 o » O

You sleep in the little home that is bullt sdjoining
the jall?

A Yes, sir.

Q Last alght, were you wakensd? What time dld you retire?

A I retired last nlght sbout quarter past eleven ond 1
was wakened sbout one o'clock, I reckon, by scmebody
hollering.

Q@ In the jaill

A 1 don't know where it was. It was on the outslde. I
couldn't go to slesp because of the hellering and I figured
it was just 2 drunk negro out there and I got wp and went
out on the walk out the front door mnd he hollered sgain and
I digeovered 1t was somebody in the back of the jall and
1 went through the house and when I ot out baeck sorebody
hollered, "Doec®}, just as loud as he coulid holler. Of courss,
he meant Doe Johnson thers. I said, *What in the hell do you want®,
and then Dan gald -

Q@ Dan Dgvis?

A Yes, sir. Dan sald, "Mr. Luten, this is Dan. They have
got me locked up wp here®, ond just 2s =oon as he mede that
statenent I knew what had happened, and I got my keys and
went in the jail and twrned on the lights. Therc waas no lights
in the jail whatsoever. Yhen I twmned on the lights
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in the office, the safe was open. I saw the drawer was dpen
where they kept the first key. I turned on the lisht and went
on upstairs and the key was in the door. The dcor was slammed
to but the keys were in the slot. I opened the door for Dan to get
oub, and that ls the end of it. Dan said, *Mr. Lutem, the modb
got 1me and locked me wp in here =nd got thet negro out of here.”

R Vhat negrol

A A. C. ¥illiems. "They got my plstol and my handecuffs and
ny kpys." I said, "Den, your pietol is down in the office and
the handeuffs on that negro.® I dldn't know it, but that was
vhat was in my mind. He gald, "Yes, I saw them put the handeuffs
on the negro.® Raymond came wp and found the keoys onthe docrsteps
going into the jall. There was a negro up there that I am holding for
Mariama on a charge of rurder. He was in the cell with him, They
didn't bother the other negro. I think Dan showed them this A. C.
¥Williams and that was 21l they wented and all they get.

Q Any other immates of the jall except this Marianns negro
see them when they came to get him?
¥eo, sir, because they were downstalrs.
Is the Marianna negro in there now?
Yeg, sir.
Can we talk to hinm? W¥What is his name?
I don't know.

Did you talk to him sbout 1%?

CI - T SRS S

¥o, sir. I went down a little after ome o'clock last
night and I hawn't seen him since. I didn't have time.

Q Vhat 414 you do when you found out these things had
heppened?

A Vell, I got busy and rode down the road.

¢ Call your deputies in on the case.

A I &4,




Did you make an investigation?

I did.

Yhat did you dlscover?

We found where somebody had been shot.
Where was that?

6.F. & A. Depot.

How far is that from the jaill

O T P WP PS

A A half to three quarters of a mile. Vhen we found that
we found where the negro had crawled under the house. There wasg
blood fifteen feet under the warehouse.

Q@ How far wagé thot from the tree you showed me vhere they
undoubtedly shot the negro?

A About fifty feet from the tres.

Q@ VWhat dld you find as to dullets?

A Ve found a plow line and one end of i} tled about
four or flve feot fram the bottom and the other end laylng on
the ground. I examined it =nd declded it was shot in two. I
left there them and come back uwp town with Mr, Wynn., Ve drove -
no wb didn't, elther. Ve drove from there on out that rosd becauss
the ear headed from the Jall east. Ve wemt ouit to shout & mils
and a half on that road. I came dack to town and drove out here
to Luten's looking for a policemsn out there, Mr. Porter, snd nsked
hin if he had seen any strange looking cars come out there or any-
thing wnusual., ¥hile I was out there, Raymond Boyd called me and
toldmhahadromdwhorsthanmmhmg. I came back then
and ealled rny deputies. It was pettlng 1ight then.

Q  Did you take bloodhounds down?

A Tes, sir. I got , the dog nmen, and we went

from that tree right under the house.

Q Where you sew the dloodl

A Vhere I saw the blood leading. And che went up to that
brick concern vhere seales are built in and she couldn't get 1t anyvhere else
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and we finally went out on the other side where we couldn't
piek it uwp any more.
Q Did you find the body of this A. C. Willians?
¥o, s=ir.
You don't know what had become of him?

Dont't know what had beeome of hin.

o » O P

Had you placed a formal charge against him?

A Yo, sir. He was put in there Saturday night or

. Sunday moming sbout two-thirty and 1t was going to be done
today.

Q The charges were golng into Mr. Bell's louse and
assanlting that little girl?

A Yes, eir.

€ The City officers were using the jall the smme as you
do as Sheriff?

A Yes, sir.

Q Under vhat arrengements?

A VWell, just the congermt of the County Cormiassionersa.

They don't nay any rent for it or snything like that. They only
pay me for feeding.

Q How much?

A Sixtr-ﬂvl'a cents per day.

Q 'The City pays you as Sheriff with the agroement 6f the
Comnty Commissioners sixty-five cente a day for feeding certnin
prisoners that are kept in the jall?

A That is only done this way. If they put = prisoner in
thers Saturday night, I feed them Sunday and they go to
court Monday at three o'clock and I don't feed then any nore.

Q@ In other words, they don't keep men after they are convicted
in this jalll



A Yes, sir, they keep them the re but they put them to work.
They usually pay out or meke bond.
Vhat access does the City have to that Jall?
They have a key.
All the policemen have a key?
Yes, sir.
Any one of them ecan go in there?l
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The policenen and the dsutles snd myself have a key.

The constable 1s the only one that isn't =llowed to have 2 key.
How many police?

Flve.

And how meony deputies?

Two.
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And yourself. That is elght keys that talke you through
the jJall?

A ‘!n‘s. sir,
>+ @ Then any one of those elght men could de foresd to the
J2il to liverate = prisoner and turn him loocse? You don't
have a Jallor that is full time?

4 Yo, eir. I do 1t and my deputies do 1it.

Q et me ask you this question with an ides of remedying the situa-
tion that apnarently exists here similar to the one that existed in
Tallshnssce seversl years ngo. Is it possidble to loep a Ballor in the
jail at all times, day and night, to let officers in with »risoners
and take them out from the inside? Is that poasible?

A To, sir, decuuse I couldn't pay it. Sometimes I could and
sometimes I couldn't.

Q They don't pay a jallor for youl

A The pay thirty dollars for a jJallor down there. If 1t
is thirty-one days in the month they pay thirty-one dollars, because
the jail has to be cleansd uwp every morming of the world.

)



Q@ That is for janitor service?

A Yes, sir. That 1s the only thing they do. They pay
for janltor service.

Q If these elght keys were tcken away from 2ll of you and
one man was put in to let prisoners in and out, in that way
you could get awvay from having all those ¥eys and avoid
trouble like you had last night. If you hire a man and put
hin in day and night, because that is what 1t would mean, day
and night, you could take the keys awsy from the others. Tske
them away from all the others. Has there ever been a discussion,
Sheriff, that you know of relative to hiring a full time
jailor or two people to stey in the jall day and night?

A T¥o, sir,

Q The objection to it would be that it would cost extra
noney?

A Yes, sir. Tat would be a fine thing, if you could do
that.



¥illiam Pittmen, having been first duly sworn, testified
as follows:
EXAMINATION BY HR. PARKER:
What is your nsme?
¥illiam Pittmen.
How old are youl
Twenty-nine.
¥hat sre you in here fort
Por investigation,
Fpont where?
Marianna,
Holding you as a suspect for nupder, aren't they?
Yes, sir.
Yere you in here all last night?
Yes sir.
Vhat cell were you in last night?
The back one.
Who was in that cell with you last nlght?
A colored boy.
What wos his name?
VWell, I didn't Xmow him,
Was he the one they came in and got last night?
Yes, sir.
Was his name A, C, Williams?
Well, I wouldn't lnow.
How long had he been in there with you?
Sunday morning, juet before day.
He had been in there with you less than a day, then?
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Well, I would imagine it 1s round three-thirty or fouwr
o'eclock when they put him in there.



Q@  ‘hat happened last night?
A VWell, about twelve-thirty, I guess it wig, or something
like that, some fellow esme in there snd ealled him.
Q V¥hat fellow?
White fellow.
Could you tell ther were white ment
As Tar as I could see, it looked like they were masked.
Had hoods over thelr hesds?
Yes, sir,
What color?

© » O » o »

A Well, from vhere I was it looked 1ike they might have
been tan, like.
Q@ Darl color?
A Yes, sir.
Q FHow many men came un here?
A Well, I couldn't say because they were on thi» side of
the door.
You mean they were in the hall end you couldn't see then.
It was just like you would walk to that eell there.
You were in that cell, were you?
Yos, sir,
Just you and this A. C. Willims?

Yen, sir.

Q
A

Q

A

Q

A

@ Did you see Jir, D;n Davis, the policeman?

A VWell, I seen hinm after he come and hollered,
Q Vhat woke you up? Were you sleeping when they ceme in here?
A Yo, sir,

Q Vas he sleeping, this other boy?

A

Yes, sir. I don't lmow whether he was or not.
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Vhat was sald?

They ealled his name/

How did they call it?

A. 6. THey sald, "Come hers®. That was all.

You knew that wns 2 white mants voice?
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Well, I wouldn't swear it was a white man except they
gpeak a little better BEnglish than negroes.
Q@ How many came round to vhere you could see them in the
hall?
About two or three.
Do you know sbout how many were in this party?
Ho, sir,
Vhat did A. C. do after they cslled him?
Nothing.
Say anything?
To. ;
Did he go?

Yes, sir.
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How was he clothed? %hat kind of clothes dld he have
when he went to them?
A V¥ell, he had on his trousers and I don't ¥mow the color
of his shirt.
7 Q Have on a shirt?
Yo, sir.
Shoes?
Yo, sir.
Socks?
Yes, sir,
When he left, did he weat a hat?
Ho, sir. Yore a cap.
Left with a cap?
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I mhowroa'm. They czme this morning and got
M!c@v
Q Vho got his cap?



A I don't know.
Q@ Did he have to put on those clothes or dld he have them
on vhen they came?
He had them on.
You hadn't sone to bed?
Yes, sir. Just lying down with those things on.
Did you kmow wh at they were tsking him for?

> 0 P 2 M

.~ I didn't know.

Q How long after they toock him before you heard Mr. Dan
Davis holler?

A Well, T heard some rattling or shaking on the door end
it wasn't very long before he started hollering.

Q Vhat did he say? Vho did he holler to?

A TDoe, something., I don't kmow. I don't know these people
round here.

Q VWas this boy, #. €, ¥illiams, in the cell with vou from
the time they put him in here with you until the time they
fook him out?

A I don't thinkhe was. I think he was first downstairs.

Q Vhen did they take him up and put him in with you?

A Vell, he told me ~  He dldn't tell me what time. All
I know is the time they put him in thewe.

Q@ Y¥ight before last, Sunday morning before day, sbout
three or four ofclock? He was in there until they coame and
got him?

'fos. sir.

He waon't changed cells before they got him last night?
Ko, sir,

Were there any other men upstalrs?

Not that I Xknow of.

Just you and hinm?
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Te'. sir.
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Wasn'$ anybody else up here thot cduld have scen these

Well, I don't Xmow,
M“‘qmnwuﬂ
Yo, str.

You e

zu:7cﬁ '
Yes, sir.

Did you get up off your cot to look at these men?
Wo, sir. They left the door open just like it is

been ancther.

Q

Didn't A. C. Talk sbout this trouble that he had,

going into Mr. MI‘cmlﬂ_Whrm a vhlte girl?
A Yo, sir. The only thing he told me sbout was around
in jall sbout ninety days, or something like that.

> o » O

He didn't say anything sbout this case?
Yo, sir,
Did these men have on hoods?




STATE OF FLORIDA, GADSDEN COUNTY
FIRST JUSTICE OF THE PEACE DISTRICT

In the Matter of the Inquest on the Body of
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At an Inquest held on the 13th day of May, 1941,
on the body of A. C. Willismg before R. %. L. McFarlin, Coroner,
in the City of Quiney, Gadsden County, Florida, beginning at ten

o'clock in the morning.

PRESENT :
0. C. Parker, Jr., State Attorney, appearing on
behalf of the State of Florida
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PROCEEDINGS
Dr. 8. B. Wilhoit, having been first duly sworn, testified
as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR, PARKER:
Your name is 8. E. Wilhoit?
Yes, sir.
Doctor and physiclan by profession?
Yes, sir. ‘
Youtlve lived here in Quinecy a number of yea rs?

Yes, sir.
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Were you ecelled last night, and, if so, what hour, to
gee A. C. Williams, & negro msn that had been ghot?
A Around eleven o'clock.
Q Do you know who called you?
A Mr. Luten, the Sheriff.
Q Just tell this Jury where you went end vhat you found.
A The Sheriff called me around eleven - I don't just

remember the exact time - and told me to meet him at

Lunch Stand up by the Seaboard Bdpot in ten minutes, so I went on wp
there and he was sitting there in the car, he and Ed Wynn, and he
told me he wanted me to go down and see this negro. He sald follow
him, so I followed him around to the negro quarters wvhere A. C.
Willliamg - I believe his name is - was.

Q Where did you see Williama?

A In the house oprosite hig mother's, what ies known as
Thomas and quarters.

Q Was he at his mother's house?



A No, sir. Opposite his mother's house. His mother said
she didn't have room.

Q His name was A. C. Williams?

A Yes, sir.

Q What was his condition when you exsmined him?

A Hig pulse was good. It wasn't rapid. From examination
of the body -

Q Do you remember what his pulse was?

A His pulse was round eighty.

Q Mighty near normal?

A Yes, sir, nearly normal. Surprising, because you could
tell he had lost a lot of blood. Blood was 2ll over his shirt.

Q Was he still clothed?

A VWell, they pulled his breeches off. They sald he crawled
in.

Q Vhat did you find from your exsmination?

A They had pulled his pants off =nd there was a sghot
through the buttocke, two wounde through the buttocks, and he
had one through his wrist. Just flesh would there, on the
right wrist.

® Right or left?

1; I don't know. One of the wrists. It was on his right
wrigt. All of the shots were on his right side.

Q@ Two shots in his buttocks? PFrom the back or =ide?

A His side. Flesh wound in his right wrist, one through
his arm and one through right arm and two through the chest
snd shoulder joint.

Q How were those bullets all ranging?

A From front to back, the ones in the chest, snd the ones

here in the slde.



Q Two chest wounds from the front ranging through the
body to the back? Did they go all the way through?

A Two went through and the other in the shoulder was under
the skin. You could feel 1i%.

Q ‘he bullet wounds in the arm, did they range through
the body?

A Oniy one was up here and went through the lungs and
ranged out his back.
What other wounds did you find?
He had a severe wound in the back of his headl
What kind of wound was 1t?

Four or five inches in dlameter.
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What kind of weapon made 1t?

A Looked like he had been pummelled or beaten wi.tl:i some
kind of instrument.

Q Was the skull crushed?

A Yo, sir.

Q Was that a dangerous wound?

A Well, it was dirty and had to be cleaned and I couldn't
tell you. The outer layer of the skull was crushed. If the
whole skull had been crushed it would have shown up in the
pupils of his eyes. They reacted normally.

Q What condition, generally, was he in last night about
eleven?

A I thought he was in damn good condition.

Q What were his chances of living?

A Well, I didn't see why he shouldn't unless he got some
infection or complications.

Q Normal pulse?

A Yes.

Q gespiration good?

A Yes.



Loss of blood was the biggest item?

Yes, sir.

O P O

Trangfusion would have built that wp?

A Even with the loss of blood he was in pretty good condi-
tion.

Q Talk to him any? Seem to be conseilous?

A Yes.

Q Did you talk to him about the case?

A No. He was hurting pretty badly and I gave him » hypo
of morphine. They told me to eall wp the A & M Hospitel and
send him over by order of Judge Love.

Q Did you talk to the hospital?

A Yen. I ta:lke.d to Dr, Foote and told them I was sending
a man over that had been shot and he would be over by twelve
or twelve~thirty. We had to get the undertsker =nd I knew it
would be an hour or an hour and a half before he got to
Tallshassee.

Q@ You did all in the way of first aid that could be done for
hin?

L' Well, he had something tled on hie head, gauze or some-
thing.

Q He did have gauze?

A It wasn't reguler gauze. It looked like sheese cloth
you uge on tobacco sheets.

It wasn't sanitary, was it?

YFo.

No. He had some rags tied on his thighs.

Q
A
Q Did it appear that any other doctor had seen him?
A
Q Vhere he was bdbleeding most from?

A

I couldn't tell. He wasn't bleeding then. The blood

was mostly dried blood, mostly from head wouhd.
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Q
A

What size negro was thle?

He looked like sbout twenty-two and weighfed about

one hundred and sixty pouhds.

P © P o > O

town.

Q
A

Q

You only saw hinm the once last night?
I saw him this morning.

You mdhim after he was dead?

He was dead when I saw hin..

Vhere did you see him?

I saw him on the bridge about five or six miles from

Is that Little River?
Withlacoochee Creek.

What additionsl wounds did you see other than thesge

described as having been seen the nizht before?

A

There ware some bird shot in the arm and right side of

the chest. And some on the left side. ILooked lilko one leoad

of shoi, bird shot.

Q
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A

Snall shot?

Yes, sir.

About what size, would you say?

Looked like Number Five, or something like that.
Packed pretty close together?

Yes, sir.

Fired at close range?

The gun wadding mq.rlng on the bridge four or five

feet from him so he was shot at close range.

Q
A

They went in the right side of the chest?

Most of them went in hls forearm mnd some went in the

right side of the chest and some in the left side of the chest.

It doesn't look like that would have killed him, but it did.
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Q Did the shot penetrate the lungs?

A T don't know.

Q@ It looks like if it was fired close enough to him
for the shot to have been packed close together it would
have penetrated the lungs. That would have caused bleeding
in his mouth or nose?

A Not always. It would if the shot hit where the blood
goes 1n the bronchial tubes. However, he wouldn't necessarily
have a blood hemmorhage thwough the nose or mouth if it was
deep at the time. Sooner or later it would cause a hemmorhage.

Q Find any other wounds?

A No.

Q Think that was sufficlent to cause his death, these bird
shot?

A Sure it would.

Q It was the same negro you saw at eleven o'clock the
night before?

A TYes, sir.

Q Vhat time did you make your last exsmination?

A BEight o'clock this morning.

JUROR:

I would like to know this. They sald they heard twelve
or fifteen shot down there. Didn't hit him with nothing buf
the bird shot?

MR, PAREER:

They could have shot twelve or fifteen times and still
not have shot at him.

A The shot weren't in him. How many times they shot, I
don't know about that. They didn't shoot him so much because
he was only shot in the right forearm and chest.

MR. PARKER:

I want all of you jurors to feel free to ask questions.

==



Is there anybody else who knows anything about this

case?

Will Webb, having been first duly sworn, testified osg
follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. PAREER:
State your name?
Will Webb.
Will, how old are you?
I an about sixty-four years old.
What kind of business are yom in?
I have a funeral home.
You are a morticiant
Yes, sir.
How long have you been rumning a funeral home?
Since 1928.
Right here in Quincy?
Yes, sir.

Live here in Quincy a long time?
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Yes, sir.

Q Last night, were you called on by some person to transfer
a negro man by the name of A. C. Willlams some place?

A That is right.

Q Just tell the jury about who called you and just what
you did do?

A Well, the Chlef of Police gave me orders to take him
to Tallahassece.

Q Take who?! A. C. Williams?

A Ves, sir.



Tell us what you didr

It was between twelve-thirty and one o'clock.

L O

Last night?
A Yes, sir.
Q Go ahead and tell this jury vhat you did. Who went
with you, what instructions you had?
A WVell, I had four other men, excusing myself.
To do what?
To help me take care of him.
Tell us vhat you did.
Of course, I left here and went down the road.

Who went with you?
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Pour other men.
Q 7You were carrying this man, A. C. Williams, in your

ambulance?

.

Yes, sir.

What kind of make is that?

Henny Meter Motor Company.

Never heard of it.

This is one of the good ones.

You had him in this ambulance and who was driving?
I was driving myself.

Who was with him beside yourself?
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Sam Singleton, Jessie Lee Hill, and two other boys that

3

the houge with me.
Did they go on with you?
Yes, sir. They were in there when we left the house.

Did they go all the way with you?

> © P ©

As far as we went.



Q You and A. C. Willieams and Sam Singleton and Jessie
Lee Hill and two more colored men?

A I think one of them was this boy's brother. I won't
know just exactly. I know there was two that left the house
with me.

Q This boy's brother and another?

Yes, sir.

How were you riding in the ambulance?

Well, there was theee in the back and two in the front.
Who wase in front with you?

That Jessie Lee you eall him,

Jessle Lee Hill?
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Yes, sir.

Q Now, Will, don't get excited. Just go on and tell us
what happened.

A I am not getting excited. I am just going to tell the
truth. The boy has been working with me six or eight months
and I don't know hig name. I just ecall him Bud 211 the time.
Tell us what happened?

Well, I just croesed the railroad below Lippman.
Below what?

Below Lippman.

You know where Trine's old sawnmill is?

Yes, sir, it is at Lippman. I crossed the railroad-

It is about four miles from here?
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Yes, sir. Well, maybe I had gone fifteen or twenty
feet across the railroad. I saw a little light going that
vay and I glowed up.

Q What do you memm? A man flaggzing you?

A Yes, sir.

20
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Was there a car in the road?

Yes, ﬁi::-'. :

How wats.:it standing?

Right in the road on the pavement, this was.

Where wasthe men with the light?

He was bs.lia:.nﬂ. the car.

Car fmingi-tm other way?

Car facin_g;_that way.

a1 _righté.---!'ou crossed the railroed driving. Who aid

you say was defving?
’1"" 4

A
Q

east,

I wes @ é./ri.ving nyself.

4

You saw a e'é:/pal‘kad on the PAVeNGnt proper, headed

and a man back of it with a flashlight apparently

trying to wave you dowm?

A

Q
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He waved me down.

Ia:s the road blocked?

Vo, sir.

Vhy didn't you continue to drive onf?

My side was blocked.

Why didn't you continue on the other side?
Not with that man waving that light.

What did you do?

I stopped.

Where?

Right in the road behind that car.

Then what happened?

He told me he wanted that fellow he had in there and

he had to have him and didn't want no trouble about him, and

I seen 1t looked just right. I said, "You won't have no

trouble. You can get him."

11~




Q You say you looked and it looked just right and you
told him he ecould have him? Well, did you see gome guns?

A Yes, sir.

Q Tell us about them?

A I couldn't see much, just some guns waving around like

that.

£

Did he point it at you or stick it in your side?
Yo, sir.

Who was the men?

I couvldn't tell you.

How was he clothed?

I couldn't say. He had that gun hanging down.
Was it & revolver or gun?

A gun.

A ghot gun?

Looked like that.

Did the man have anything over his face?
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Something across here. I seen that when he first came
up and never seen it no more because I was looking at that
thing he had in his hand. .

Q How much of a mask did he have on?

TR ¢ d.on't. know. I was scared.

Q Will, don't get so scared that you can't tell this
Juwry what happened.

A 1 am not scared about telling the truth. I saw the
thing when he first came up and I never dld see anything else.

W} Vas there anybody else with him?

A TYes. A man over on that cide but I never saw him
because I was looking at this.

Q How do you know he was there?

Well, I saw him.

S12-
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ones.

Did he have a gun, too?

He must have had.

¥Was there anybody there but those two men?

I never saw anybody else.

Anybody in the car in front of you?

If there was I didn't see theg.

What happened to the boys with you?

Well, those boys got out when they went around to the
end I didn't even see that,

What happened?

I was in front vhen thev took him out.

What did they do with him?

They put him in & car.

Did you see them?

I saw them when they put him in the car.

How many were in the car?

I think it was those two boys.

Boys? TYou mean they were boys?

Well, I call them boys. They weren't no great big

I will tell this Jury I was looking at that gun and

ny eyes got crossed and I wanted to get away from there. I

didn't feel Just right. I didn't know what it was all about and when they

got through they told me ~. They told me they didn't want no trouble,

and I told them, "You aren't going to have any with me"™, with that

thing he had in his hand.

Q
A

Q
A

Did you know those boys? What makes you call them that?
Well, they were more -~ . You know how a man talks.
It sounded like a boy's woice?

Yes, dir.
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How old would you judge him to be?

I would be afreadd to say.

How much of a covering dld they have over thelr faces?
They had something tied over their faces.

You say they had something over their faces?

When I first looked, looked like just here.

Across hls nose?

Yes, sir.

Across his eyes?

No, sir.
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Were those men white or black?
A I don't know. I couldn't swear he was white or swear
he was black, because he could have done something to his

face. I couhdn't see them in the dark.

Well, you had a light there?

¥o, I didn't have no light.

How about the light from the cars?
The cars were all cut off then.

You don't kmow whether his face was white or black?
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It was kind of 1light skinned. Could have been a white
man or could have been a colored.

Q 7You just don't know?

A I don't know.

Q In other words, when you saw that shotgun you didn't
gee anything elge?

A I wanted to ‘come back home.

Q Did you come back home?

A At eighty miles per hour.

Q But the man had already told you he wasn't goins to bother
you?

A He told me he didn't want no trouble and I told him he

wasn't going to get any from me.

~1h-



Q Vhat happened to the crew you had ih the back with
A. C.? Did you bring them back with you?

A Brung them back.

Q Will, you reckon they were scared as you were?

A You know a2 man just walked up and you see a thing like
that and know a man wasn't joking, you would forget what
you know.

Q Vhich way did they go with that car with A. C.?

A Stralght en out towards the river. I geen that when
I was backing up.

Q You didn't follow them?

A You know I didn't follow them. God, No!

Q Will, they picked the wrong men to tske A. C. to the
hospital?

A Sure did.

Q Vas he alive when they took him out?

A He was alive when I put him in there.

Q Vhen they took him in the car, do you know whether he
was allve or not?

I don't know.

Did he say anything?

Not that I know.

¥hen they 18ft, how many got in the car?

I seen one in the car.

Will, you said there were two in the ecar.

I thought there was two. I am pretty sure there was two.
What size? How tall?

About as tall as me.

o b O - o P O P O »

Will, stand uwp. You are six feet tall?

. .



A Yes, sir.

Q TYou say these boys were as big as y'ou?

A Those wasn't no boys. They were grown folk. I had
boys w‘it'h me.

Q OB, you are talking about them?

A These were grown men.

Q Will, you mislead me by making me believe Ilmd I think
this jury believe that these were youﬁg boys?

A I am talking about the b&ya that were with me.
MR, PARKER:

Do any of the jurors have any questions they would like

to ask?
JUROR:

Will, you know who it was that put him in the other car?

A No, sir.
JUROR:

Didn't you recognize any of these other parties?

A Yo, sir.

Q Don't pven know whether they were colored people or white?

A No, sir, I sure don't. I don't know who put him in that car.

Sam Singleton, having been first duly sworn, testified
as follmr‘sz
EXAMINATION BY MR. PARKER:
Your name 1g Sam Singleton?
Yes, sir,

How o0ld are you, Sam?

> © > o

Mrty-one years old.
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Q Did you make a trip last night with Will Webb in his
ambulance to tske A. C, Williams to the hospital?

A TYes, sir.

Q Vhat time?

A About twelve-thirty when we left the house, the nearest
I could guess it at.

Q Was this A. C. Williams alive at the time?
Yes, sir, alive.
Where were you riding?
In the back.
With the body?

Yes, sir.

O P O P O

Tell the Jury what happened?

& Well, I went to take him. There was a couple of boys
in the back, his brother and another. They went to help
carry him when he got to the hospital where he could go up the
steps. I couldn't see out the front. Just as we erossed the
rallroad, - I don't know how far -

Q Is that out by Trine's saw mill?

A That is right by Trine's sawmill. We stopped and I looked
out end saw them waving.

With what?
A light.
Flashlight?

> © B ©

Looked like it. They come up end they knew Will because
they called his name smd they said, "We got to have him and we
don't want no trovble.® I was in the back snd I was glad to get out.
Q How did you get out?
A Out through the back door.
Q Before they got A. C. Williams?
A

Yes, sir.
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Did you see them come ip?

Yes, sir.

Were they white or colored?
They looked like white.

Have gnything over their faces?

Yes, sir.

e P o p o ko

What did they have?

A Seemed pocket handkerchlef tied over their faces,
looked lilke.

Q Could you tell whether they were colered or blacks
or white?

A They were white, I guess.

Q Don't you know whether they were white or colored?

A Well, I couldn't swear they were white or colored,

becauge I couldn't see their face.

»

Did you see their hands?

I saw if.

Was 1t white?

It looked like it was white.

But they had a handkervhief across their faces?
Yes, sir.

Did they have any guns?

Yes, sir.

What kind?

A shot gun, as far as I could see.

Level it on you or stick it in you?

P O > © b O > O P O P

They held it back off.

Q You say this fellow knew Will. What mekes you think
that?

A He called his name.

Q Did you know that man's voice?

A Yo, =ir.
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Q TNever heard it before?

A Yot that I know of. Will gaid, "You aren't going
to have no trouble.®

Q@ Then what happened?

A @hé}r gave orders to take the boy out.

Q V¥hen what happened?

4 1 yalked round to the other part and wanted to get
in ihere where Will and this other boy wgs and couldn't
get in there. I was just trying to @t out of the way.
Who tock him out of the ambulance?

His brother and another boy.
Who took him to the car?

They got the same two to take him,

L » o > O

A. C.'s brother and this other boy take him out of
the swbulance and teke him over to the car?
A TYes, sir.
Q What did A. C.'s brother and this other boy do after
they took him out of the ecar?
They taken him and got back in the car.
The white men didn't touch A. €., then?
Wo, sir. '
Why didn't you help?
They didn't tell me to.
Did you have any guns with you?
I didn't even have a safety pin.
How many of thesge men were there?
I seen three.
All three come over to the ambulance?
Two of them came to the ambulance.

Where was the other?

P © > © P O P O > o b O P

The other one -~ . I sgeen the three that zot out.

Two come to the ambulance snd the other was on the side.
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You didn't see any more?
Ho, sir.

Where was that car parked?

> £ b o

In the middle of the road. Right in the middle of
the highway.

Q@ Yhich way did they go?

A Vent stralght towards the way the amdbulance was
headed.

Q West east towards the river?

A TYes, sir,
FR, PARKER:

Any of you gentlemen have any questiong?

Jessie Lee Hill, having been first duly sworn, testified
as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR, PARKER:

Q Your name Jessie Lee Hill?

A TYes, dir.

Q Are you any kin to A. C. Williams?

A Fo, sir.

Q Did you go some place with Will Webb in his ambulance
last night to teke A. C. Williams to the hospltsl in
Tallahassee?

A Yes, sir.

Q What time?

A I don't know exactly what time.

Q All right. Tell the jury what happened while making
that trip.

A Well, after we were gping acrosa this raillroad out
here we were stopped by some white men. I guess they were

white men.



What )qpponad!

They £Md to HMr. Will Webd.

What did they say?

They told him, "We have got to have this negro."
¥hat dld they say?

They told him, "We have got to have this negm..
Where were you? %
Up in the front with Will,

How many men d1d you seef

Two. They had thess guns,

¥hat kind of guhs?

I don't know. Sh.ét guns,

Did they point them at Will or any of you?

No, sir. I couldn't see them.

Could you see the faces of these men?

Wo, elr, I couldn't see theg.

Whyt

They had a mask or something like that on.

Oould you tell whether they were white or ecolored?
No, sir,

Tou never heard thelr voices befora?

No, sir.

© P O F O P O PO PO PO PFO PSS PO S O

What else d1d he say besides, "We have got to have this negro.®
Did he sreak to Will?

Yes, sir.

Seemed to know"lﬂ.ll?

Yes, air.

Most of the peeple know Will, don't FffY they?

I don't know. |

He is pretty well known among whites and blacks, isn't he?

> O p O P O B

Yes, eir.
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Q What did you do after they sald, "We have got to have
this negro"t
A 1 Just sat in my seat.
Q You know whethe® A. C.'s brother and this other boy took
hin out and put him in the car?
A Yes, gir, they took him out.
Q A. C.'s brother?
A I don't know. I didn't know them. They took him out
and put hin in the car.
Then what did they do?
Turned around snd came dback.
Then what did the men do?
Drove off.
In vhich direction?
Towards Havana.
Bast towards Havanal? That ig egset, len't 167
Yes, sir.
What did you do?
Drove on back.
Did you drive back fasb?

Fo, sir, not so fast.

O Pk o P O PP S PP o P O P O

Will sald you drove elighty miles sn hour. Is that correct?

We might have drove fast. I wasn't paying much attention.

-]

I don't think it was that fast.
JUROR:

How mahy men were there besides you and Will?
A Three
MR. PARKER:

Any further questions, gentlemen}
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Ed Wynn, having been first fuly sworn, testified
as follows!
EXAMINATION BY MR. PARKER:
Your name is Edmund Wynn?
Rdgar Wynn.
They call you Bd, don't they?
Yes, sir.

You are the Chlef of Police of the City of Quiney, Floridal

> © > © P o

Yos, sir,

Q How long have vou benn Chief?

A~ About four years.

Q Chief, did you see this negro, A. C. Williamg, that had
been ghot the nlght before last night?

A Yes, sir.

Q VWhat time did you sece him aiid where?

A About eleven o'clock.

Q Where did you see hiu?

A Right in front of his mother's house, -~ where hig mother
lived.

Q@ VWhat was his conditlon vhen you sawv him?

A Dr. Vilhoit and Mr. Luten were there, and the negro was
laging on hie left slde and the room was very crowded.

Q Very crowded?

A There wae three or four negroesg in there and there was
two bedg., Dr. Wilholt went in and examined him and pulled some
rags off and I saw where he was shot. Through the right hip
and through the grm, and I couldn't bell where elge.

Dr. Wilhoit exsmined him closelyf
Yes, sir.

Pid this negro meke any statement to you or Luten?

> O P O

No, sir. Only one question was asked the negro. The
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Doctor asked how he felt and he sgald pretty bad. Another
thing he asked, where it hurt at, and he s=2id the one on his
hip hurt hin worst.

Did you ask him any gquestlons at 21l about who shot him?
Ho, sir.

Did Mr. Luten agk him?

¥ot while I was in there and I was in there all the time/

Was he in eny condition to be asked any questionse?

> © P O P O

He talked mighty wesk,
@ You don't know how long he had been in that house where
he was?
A Yok sir, Mr. Luten woke me up between eleven and twelve
and seid I want you to go out with me.
Q The night before last, when this negro was teken out of
jail, do you know anything about that to your own knowledge?
A No, gir.
Q@ Dan Davis work under youl
A Yes, sir.
Q Dan Davis wse on duty the night before last?
A TYes, sir.
Q@ All the policemen have keys that give them access to the
74 Jjadl?
A TYes, sir.
Q And you use them by permlssion of the Sheriff?
A Yeos, glr.
Q@ You vay him room and board for keeping the prisdners?
A One dollar and a half for putting them in and elxty-five
cents & day for board.
'_ Q Use the same jall, the City and the County?
A Yes, sir.

-2l



CORONER:
I would like to kmow how you all got out there in

the first place?

A How we got out there? You mean Mr. Luten and I? Ve
went out in hls car. He came to my house and woke me wp.

Q Do you remember him saylng somebody told him that they
were out there?

A The only thing he told me, "That negro 1s at his mammy's
house and I went you to go out with me."
MR. PARKER:

Are there any further questions?

M. P. Luten, having been first duly eworn, testified
as follows?
FXAMINATION BY HR. PARKER:

Q@ Your nesme is M. P, Luten?

A Yes, sir.

Q Sheriff of Gadsden Cownty, Florida?

A Tewm, sir.

Q I want to start with your evidence, Mr. Luten, the
Sunday night. Do you have any personal knowledgs of the
arrest and plaecing of A. €. Williams in jall By the City
policeman on Sunday? Sunday morning, the eleventh?

A Yo, sir. Only what they told me the next morning.

Q You do know whether you did see this A. C. Williame in
Jall?

A In jall, yes, sir.

Q He was in jall all dsy Sunday?

A Yes, sir,

Q Was he booked with any charge then?
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A To formal charge. In other words, Mr. Rowan was with them
end he was the man that told me they locked him wp in jail.

@ Mr. Rowan your deputy?"

A Yo, sir. Constable. In othof words, I wouldn't have had
anything to do with him until they got him in the Justice of the
Peace Court and then turned him over to me.

Q It wouldn't have been customary to get a charge placed
agalnst him on Sunday?

A No, sir.

Q What informsk charge was placed against him there in jail?

A 3Brecking and entering.

Q Do you know whether there was a charge of assault on this

,1ittle Bell girl? :

A Yo, sir, I don't know that., In fact, I didn't pay much
attention to 1t. WNever gave it a thought. Never thought about
it all day Sunday.

Q Sunday night or Monday morning, tell the jury what happened.

A About twelve or quarter to twelve I kept hearing somebody
holler and i:t woke me up and I thought they would quit directly
and they just kept on.

Q 7You live near to the jailt?

A Tes, sir. I went out in fronmt and got near sbouts outdoors
end I heard this hollering, calling somebody, saying "Doc! Doc!®
80 I went throvgh the house and out in the dback yard and of
course passed the corner of the jall, and about the time I got
up there somebody calleld, "Doc! Doc Johnson!" Doec Johnson is
the one who rung the yard down there. I sald, "What do you vantt:
1 tiguroﬂ. somebody was up there. Dan said, "Mr. Luten, they
locked me up in here.® I went in the jail. ¥No lights were on
@nd I turned the lights on. When I passed through the office,
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Dan's pistol was laying on the desk in the office khere
and I looked for the keys. The safe door was down there.
I gaw the key was gone so I knew it was in the door upstalrs.

Q In your mind?

A In my mind, and sure enough that key was wp there and I
unlécked the lock and Mr. Davis walked out and sald, "They got
my keys and my pistol and handecuffs and put the handeuffs on him.
When I got to the edge of the door one put his hand on my chest
and shoved me back and slammed that door." That 1s the end of 1t.

Q@ You looked for the negro?

A TYes, sir.

Q T¥Find him gone?

A Yes, sir, found him gone. I got out and “°§?“ on that
thife Yintidideiifitdhbin?

A Yo, sir.

Q Did you find where somebody had been shot?

A Mr, Davig and Mr. Porter looked and found s rope where
somebody had been shot and I went on down and found this rope
and a lot of blood. Looks like they throwed it over the limb
and tied it wound the tree three or four feet from the ground.
You could track the blood there from where it left to
C. F. & A Depot there.

Q How fer is that from the tree vhere you found the rope?

A Seventy-five or elghty feet.

Q Could you track it away from the warehouse?

A Prom the brick wall to where the scales were on the
ground., It looked like somebody came out of that place. He
didn't go round and I imagine he came out the same place.

I went and got Pete , the dog man, and got the dog

and started at the foot of the tree, and that dog went from



that tree to that brick wall under the warehouse and we
fooled around over an hour and we couldn't pick it up any-
vhere.

Q Any bullets in that tree?

A Ten or twelve., Grazing the tree and ih the tree
together.

Q Could you tell whether it wasx a.lrlf].o or shot gun?

A Thirty-eight bullet, it looked like, and one shot with
a shot gun.

Q A few of those shots cut the rope?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ You have still got that rope?

A Yes, sir. I looked for that negro yesterday merning,
off and on, the best I could. I had my two men out looking
for him. I went to the River before traffic got storted and
me aond Mr, Stephens went out to his mother's house to see if
he had come, I felt like he wasn't dead and would go home.
About ten or ten~thirty last night, some one came to my house
and told me A. C. had come home and he was in bad shape. I
told her, "I will come out there and bring a doctor and see
what I can do with him." I talked to the Judge first. He
gald, "You get Will and if he cen stand a trip to Tallshassee
get Will and let Will teke him to Tallehassee.” I went from
Judge Love's house and called Dr. Wilholt and asked him to
meey us at the Sesboard Depot and I lead the way and me and
him and Mr. Wynn went in there and looked over the negro
and he looked like he was getting along fine. His right arm
was right bad. Looked like it wae brokenl Dr. Wilhoit
examined him and gave him a hypo. We went on and we got Will
Wedb., I took Mr, Wynn home and I went to bed.

Q What instruetions did you glve Will Webb?
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A Told him Dr. Wilholt was going to call the hospital
and he was to take him over there.

Q@ Do you have any hospital for negroes here in Quincy?

A VWell, Dr. Stephens has a little something down there
but it don't amownt to much. About twelve-thirty, I reckon,
or maybe one o'clock, Dan Davig came to my house last night
and I wakked out there and there was Will Webb, and I sald,
"Will, what 1s the matter?" He said, "Mr. Luten, they got
ne at Trine's Mill just across the rallroad and took A. C.,
away from me." He seemed to be scared and I told him,
"Don't be worried. If it had been anybody else it would have
been the same thing. TYou couldn't help it." I went on back
home and answered the phone &he rest of the night, you might

say. Thisg morning about daylizht, Sheriff

called me and said there was a dead negro on the middle
of Withlacoochee Bridge. I got in my car and wert over there
and there was this same negro.

Q A. C. Williems?

A Yes, sir. He wasn't shot any more with bullets but
he was shot with a shot gun. This shoulder and brest here,
and the same thing in this arm but a very little. They
were pretty close together from along here snd about one-half
his brest. There wasn't a bullet or little shot on him from
down there to this width of his stomache.

Q No bullet? No pistol or rifle bullet since you saw
hin last night?
No, sir.
Were there any empty shells on the bridge anywhere?
Didn't see any empty shells. Saw some gun wadding.
How close wag that?

P © > o B

There was two pleces. One pretty close to his right
foot and the other was within two feet of his body.



Q When you went out to his mother's house, or opposite his mother's
house, did you ask him any questions about who it was that took him out
of the jail the night before?

A No, The reason I didn't, Dr, Wilhoit tried to talk to him and he
couldn't zet anything out of him, so I didn't try, and you couldn't
understand what he was trying to tell Dr, Wilhoit,

@ TWhen this first trouble happened, did you have any inkling of any
sentiment on the street against this negro?

A No, slr, not a bit in the world, I hadn't heard a thing about it,

Q Nothing was said or done that you know of to put you on notice?

A No, sir, If I hed of heard it I would have acted different,

Q What happened last night? Did you have any inkling that these
negroes might have trouble getting him to Tallahassee?

A The only ones that knew ebout it were myself, Judge Love, Mr., Wynn,
and Dr. Wilhoit

Q No other outside people?

A There were four or five men at the house besides the negro woman
out there at the house. I
MR. PARKER:

Any of you gentlemen have any questions for the Sheriff?

Dan Davis, having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. PARKER:
Q Your name is Dan Davis?

A Yes, sir.
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Q You are a member of the City Police Department of the
City of Quiney, Florida?
Yes, sir.
How long have you been with Itho Police Department?
About six years.
How old are you, Dan?

About thirty-three.

O T o o b

Were you on duty night before last? That would be
Sunday night?

A Yes, sir,

€& Tell the Jury if ome .or more people, men, forced you
to the jail to releas® & negro man by the name of A. C. Williams,
and, if so, zive them the full particulars.

A TWell, I was checking up round back of the stores and was
crosging the street here at the Quinecy State Bank and a car
pulled up, Met me going about twenty-five miles an hour. When it got
even with me it stopped and two men jumped out and grabbed me.

Q@ Did they throw a gun on you?

A Yes, sir. When they got out of the car, each man had
a gun.

Q Disarm you?

A Yes, sir, disarmed me and put me in the car. One of the
men crawled in by me and one was sitting in the back already.

I asked them what they meant, what was they up to, and they said
they just wanted that goddam negro out of the jail and they didn't
want any fuss about it.

@ How many men were they?

A  TFour.

@ What kind of car?

A It was a four-Door Ford, but I don't know what model. It



was either a 1940 or 1941.

Q Did you see bthati tag?

A No, sir,

Q After they told you they wanted that goddam nezro and
didn't want any fuss, what happened?

A They carried me to the jail and drove over the curb and
parked in front of the doer and left the motor running and asked
me to get out. One put a gun in my side and one in my backe.
The one on the left side had his gun in one hand and had a flash-
iight there. ihen Wwe got in and I switched on the light and
whenever I -did one of them said, "Cut if off, Buddy. We will
furnish the light for this pmrty.”

Q Did they say what negro they wanted?

A I asked them what negro and he said A. C. Williams.

R Who was doing the talking?

A The big man was doing the talking and I don't know who
he was.

Q Did you know where A, C. Williams was?

Yes, sir. I locked him up.
When?
Saturday night.

Vhat time?

» o P o p

Abou.t two-thirty. .
Q That would be Sunday morning, the eleventh, about two-thirty?
A Yes, sir.
Q They told you they wanted that goddam negro? Thek what
did you do?
A I went on up and got him by their foreing me up there.
Three men went with me and one stayed downsteirs and inside.
Q TWhere was A. C. Williams?

A TUpstairs on the south side in a cell.
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Who was with him?

Q
A I don't know,
¥ It was another negro?
A Yes, sir.

Q When yoﬁ called him -

A I didn't call him?

Q Who did?

A I don't know. Whenever I opened the cell door he said,
"A, C., come here", and he walked to the cell door and they
grabbed him. They had my handeuffs. They walked out and I
started behind them and one of the fellows pushed me back about
as far as from here to there.

Q Was he a big fellow?

A Pretty big fellow. And he slammed the door and locked me

in.

~Q That was in the bleck of cells where the negro was?

s

Yes, sir.

What did they do?%

> o

They left with the negro.

What happened then?

= o

I started hollering. I didn't start hollering #ill they
were down because they told me not to.

% You obeyed orders?

A TVWes, sir.

And they left my gun downstairs. Mr. Luten found it when

he came in. And they took my keys out of the drawer. There is
a little key there that I always left hanging there. They took
the keys and went out and I reckon they locked it. They left
my keys right on the front doorsteps.

Q Didn't bether any body but A. C.%?

A No, sir.
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Q How long was it before you woke the Sheriff up?

A They said it was tweniy-five or thirty minutes. I know
I was doing some hollering.

Q Have you gotten your handcuffs back?

A No, sir.

Q Don't know where they are?

A No, sir.
You saw them put them on the negro before they left?
Yes, slr. Saw them put them on.

Were these white men or colored?

P & » o

Well, from the way they were talking I would say they
were white but I couldn't see them.

Q@ What did they have over their face?

A It looked like black cloth. Sort of a hood over the head
and tucked in the collar.

Q How large a peephole for their eyes?

A I couldn't say. 1 guess they could see.

Q Ever call you by name?

A No, sir, the only thing they called me was "Buddy".

Q You don't go by that name?

A TNo, sir. I did then.

Q You don't know by what they said or by the way they
acted whether they knew you or not?

A There wasn't but one spoke during the whole time to me,
He was the big fellow that was covering me.

Q You weren't hard to cover?

A No, sir.

¢ Two guns, one in your side and one in your back? And
when you switched the light on he said, "Turn it off, 3Zuddy.
We will furnish the light for this party.”

A I switched it off.

Q@ You on duty last night?

A Yes, sir.



Q See amything unusual heppen around town, any commotion or
anything?

A Didn't see or hesr anything until this negro came back
and told about 1it.

Q Will Webb?

A Will Vebb,

Q Did you recognize his voice?

A TWo, sir,

Q Was it a familiar voice?

A To, sir.

Q All you could say that he was & white man?

A Yes, by the way he talked.

Q This V-8 4-Door Ford, was it in good shape or battered up
or what?

A VWell, I couldn't 'éill. I wasn't looking at the car very
much.,
JURORS

Do you know they were white men or just from the voice?

A I couldn't swear other than from the voice.

JUZOR:
Couldn't see their hands?
A No, sir.

JUROR:
Didn't hear any shooting?

A No, sir, I sure didn't, That fellow next to the camp said
he heard it but I was locked up in jail with the windows down and
I reckon I hollered fifteen minutes I reckon before I ever dis-
covered the windows were down. I heard an old negro answer me
downsteirs and he said, "Oh, they aren't going to let you out
up there. Co to sleep.”

JUROR:
You didn't zo to sleep, did you, Dan?

A No, sir.
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When JNr. Luten answered - he must have been out in the yard -
he said, "Why don't you go to sleep.®™ I sald, "Sleep, hell.
You come up here and let me out."
JUROR:
Were you locked up in the cell where the darky was?
A Mo, sir. They locked me in the hall, wvhere the little
hallway was.
0 VWhat sbbut these handeuffs whxtthat you saw them put on him?
Do they sutomatically lock?
A Yes, sir,
Q Wh o had the key?! Did they leave it with you?
A Left it on the doorsteps. Here it is here. "Exhibiting
key.) This one here.
Q@ This looks like an awfully simple key, but I guess it 1s
hard to get them off without 1t?
A You can't get them off without it.
JUROR:
How did they ever get them off him?
MR. PARKER:

I don't know. They got them off him.

William Pittman, having been first duly sworn, testified

as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. PARKER:

Q Night before last ydu were shut up in the jall here, the
County Jail?

A TYes, sir.
They brought you from Marismna and put you here?
Yes, eir.

Whereabouts were you?

b O » O

In the back cell.

_36_



Upstairas?

Yes, sir/

On the south side?

Yes, sir.

Who was in that cell with you night before last?
The colored boy. I don't know him,

A, C, Williamsg, the one they came and got out?
Yes, sir.

Vhat time was he put in there?

Between threesthirty and four o'clock, the best I can tell.
He was in geéd shape, wasn't he?

I guess so0.

He wasn't shot wp?

b o P & P o P & P o P O P O

No, sir.

Q What happened night before last? Tell the Jury what
happened.

A I couldn't say. ;ome man ceme up there and called his name,
A. G. or K, 8., 1 th:l.nk:'

Q TYom didn't khow the boy?
ll’ei’sr say him before.
What did they same to him?
They said, "Come along",

Did he go?

A

Q

A

Q

A Yes, ai.r.-
Q Who unlocked the door?
A I couldn't tell.

Q

Did they come out in front of the cell where you could see

A One did. The other was back in the corner.

Q They were out in the hall and you were in the =ikk cell next
to the hall?

A TYes, sir.



Could you tell whether they were white or colored?

By the way of speakinz you could tell they were white.

How?

The average white man speaks a little better English than the colored.
Did they have something over their face?

One had something over his face.

Didn't it excite you?

That is the reason why I didn't pay much attention te them,

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q Were you lying down?
A Yes, sir,
Q Where was A. C.'s bunk?
4 Just across the cell from me.
Q Was he dressed?
A He had on his pants and shirt.
Q Did he go out that way?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did he say anything about this case he had been locked up for Sunday
morning during the time he was in there?

A No, sir.

Q Did you ask him about it?

A Yes, sir, -

Q What did he say?

A He said he hadn't done anything. He was on the street and they
picked him up,

Q You didn't recognize those men?

A No, sir.

Q Don't kmow whether they were white or black?

A No, sir. .

Q. Was it a big man that came where you could see him?%

A Well, he was pretty big.

Q Have a gun?



A I didn't see a gun

Q@ Do you know how many men were there?
This boy waal the only man in the jail that could have
possibly seen him, That is the reason he is brought here,
4 No,sir,
Q@ You don't know anything more thﬁn that?
A Yes, sir.

MR, PARKER:

That is all he told me yesterday morning.

MR, PARKERS

What is the will of the Jury about waiting to have the other two
negroes that were along with Will brought here to be examined?

Anybody else have any information that might put some light om

this question?

Horace Courtney, having been first duly sworn, testi-

fied as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. PARKER:

Q Horace, were you along last night with Will when they
tried to take A, C. Williams to the hospital?

A Yes, sir. ’

Where were you riding in that ambulance?
In that thing they carry dead people in.

There wasn't any dead people in there?

2 o

No, sir.

A, C., Williams was in there?

o

Yes, sir.

Q What happened?



A A car stopped and Will said, "I better stop."

Q A car stopped?

A A car had already stopped. He got out and told all of
us three to get out and so we got out. One man was standing up
there and I don't know whether he was colored or white, and he
told ue to give him A. C. Ha’said, "Where is he?"

Q Did he say, "Where is he?", or did he say, "Where is
A, C.2"

A He said, "Where is A, C.?"., Will Webb told him, "He
is back here."

How did they get A. C. over to this other car?
I don't know,

Didn't you help carry him?

I didn't touch him,

What were you doing?

I was just standing up there looking at him.
Who moved him?

A boy named Sam Singleton.

T T N - N R o R S N T - )

Did A. Cu's brother help move him? Two of you boys
moved him?

No, eir, it was one. I didn't tote him.

Where did they put him?

I don't know, We didn't stay to look, I was so scared.
Did you see a gun? |

No, sir.

What scared you?

> o > © P © ¥

I wae just scared that time of night. It was about
two é'clock.
Q It wasn't two, was it?
A I know the first train had run.
Q You don't know who came and got him?
A No, sir.
Q

What did the man say to Will Yebb?
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A They were up on the front and we were on the side.
Q Didn't hear him speak to Will?

A No, sir,

Rufus Williams, having been first duly sworn, testi-

fied as follows:

o

¥What is your neme?

Rufus Williams.,

Rafus, how old are you?
Sixteen.

How old is A, C., the boy that got killed?
I don't know,sir,

Was he your bwother?

Yes, sir.

Look like you?

No, sir, brighter than me.
Bigger than you or littler?

Bigger.

e » © P o > o P o P o P

Stand up and let me look. When did A, C. come home
last night? What time?

About six o'clock. Something after seven, I think.
Last night?

Yes, sir.

How did he get home?

> o > o b

He was crawling.

&

From what direction did he crawl from?
From towards the school.
He came from that way crawling? He couldn't walk?

RO » ai’.

e » o »

What did you do, help him in the house?
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A We laid him on the porch. Mother didn't have any
place to put him.
Q Did you go with the ambulance to take hin to the hospital?
A Yes, sir.
& Tell us what happened?
A All I know, we were going and somebody jumped out of
that car.
Q@ Didn't know the people?
No, sir, 1 am just off the chain gang.
What were you up for?
Breaking bubls.
What kind of bulbs?
Light bubbs.

Round town?

ol - U - PRERY IRRS ). i

No, sit, out at the schoolhouse,.
& What happened when this fellow came to the car, the
ambulance where you were?
A Didn't do nothing but tell us to take him out.
Did you help?
Tes, sir.
What did you do?
They made us put him in the other car.

Did you help put him in the other car?

5

A

S

A

Q

A Yes, eir.
@ VWho else helped you?

A A boy called Sambo.

Q Was that Sam Singleton?

A It wae a boy called Sambo. That is all I know.
Q Was he alive when you put him in?

A

He just said, "0h, lord", like that.

-l -



Q What happened when you put him in this car?
i
A After I put him in the car 1 ran back and got in the care

Then what happened?

&2

A Ve turned pound and came back to town.
MR, PARKERS
Any other guestionsa?
Is there anyone else that knows anything about this

case? Does the Jury know of any other evidence that we want?

(¥hereupon, the Jury, having been charged by the Coroner, retired

to its deliberations.)

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing pages represent
& true and correct transeript of the proceedings at the inquest on
the Body of Ae Ce Williams.

(signed) ______ PAT GAMPERLL "
Official Aeporter, nd. Jude Cire

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day of liay, A. D 194l.
(sBAL)

(Signed)  FATRICIA Ge DODD
Notary Fublic, State of Florida
At large.
My Cormission expires Oct 13, 1944
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Mr, U, S, Falls,

Regional Vice-President for Missouri,
The National Negro Business League,
2810~12 Easton Avenue,

St. Louis, Missouri.

Dear Mr. Falls:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of August 1, 1942,
concerning lynching erimes in the United States and urging the passage
of an anti-lynching law,

Your comments have been carefully noted., The legislation mentioned
in your letter, of course, requires the action of Congress, and it is

suggested that you may wish to call it to the attention of your representa-
tives in Congress.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General,

WENDELL BERGE,
Assistant Attorney General.
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when Negroes committ crimes they are caught

0ddly enough are ce
4 ed. Je do not object to such speedy justlice.

and punished.

$ 1 1. =1 e i - - + = = 1
They should be punished to the full extent watdu_%uf?_
the same as any other citizens. But when the lew QL‘FLLS
land fails to protect a prisoner simply because Ol 1183
1 is safe,

color it is patently clear that no man or woman :
white or bleck, as mobs, composed of cowardly men, 1n
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most instances, will take advantage of any unprotected man
or women, white or black.
Thishraciel attitude is again clearly demonstrated when the

white leaders of world fail to protect the Chinese
people from the imperialism of Japah. Who cared about the
yellow people before the white English might became in
danger?

the
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When that Brass Hatted Big Mouthed Italian dietator raped
the Black People of Ethiopia, not a white finger was lifted
to save them because they were merely Black People. These
folk, dark though they be, with centuries of culture, were
to be civilized by the Murderous Beast from Rome.

Mmoo
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Internaticnal law and order allowed to break down becaus
black and yellow people, alone, were the victims..the only
ones concerned. Therefore, the encouragement granted by

the white leaders of the world gave impetus to the rest of

the world, and, today we stand at bay throughout the world

while Hitler and the Italian dictators are reaching for our
throats. So will it be in America, if lynchers are given
the green light, that a monster, a big and powerful creature
like Frankenstein will seek to slay its master, and no one

will be safe.

bloody hands and be a true
the rest of the world. We
teeth in it.

May God help America to wash her
democracy and not a hypocrite as
need an anti-lynch law with rea

Very sincerely yours

]
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August 14, 1942

The Los Angeles Forum
1478 West 37th Street
Los Angeles, California

Gentlemens

Attention: Mr, John H. Owens
Corresponding Secretary

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
dated August 5, 1942, addressed to the Attorney General,
concerning the alleged lynching of Willie Vinson in
Texarkana, Texas, and the alleged assault committed on
Roland Hayes in Rome, Georgia,

By direction of the President of the United States
the Department of Justice has been instructed to investigate
the alleged lynching of Willie Vinson in Texarkana, Texas.
You are assured that in the event such investigation dis-
closes a violation of some Federal criminal statute, prompt
prosecutive action will be taken,

With reference to the alleged assault on Mr., Hayes,
you will be pleased to know that the Attorney General has
directed that when such matters appear to involve a viola-
tion of some Federal criminal statute investigation shall
be immediately undertaken, looking toward a prompt end
vigorous prosecutive action,

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

’4 WENDELL BERGE
, Assistant Attorney General
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MRS-~MONO TERRELL, V. PRESIDENT . J. H.OWENS, CoR. SECRETARY
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OUR MOTTOQ: — ‘The Greatest Good For The Greatest Number’
(SINCE 1901)

-

Q MASONIC HALL
A@ A K209 L5 fntrall Avende™

N - .
e o '
</ N:y N 1478 - We 37th Street, -
<& ®Q AN Los Angeles, Calif.,,August 5th, 1942,
N\
N

My dear Mrd torney~General:

The Los Angeles Forum, the
oldest civic organization on the West Coast, has taken
note recently of the continued crimes of violence being
committed against persons of eitizens of African descent,

We refer specifically to the
recent brutal lynching of Willie Weems at Texarkana, Tex,,
and the beating of Roland Hayes, internationally famous
tenor of African descent at his home town of Rome, Georgia,.

It would appear that the protection
of the life and persons of these individuals under the
Congtitution would become a matter for Federal concern,

It would appear that the per-
gons creating such incidents could be prosecuted under
Tederal Statutes,

May we request that your depart-
ment closely scrutinize all such matters brought to its

attention.
Very truly,

The Los Angeles Forum,
by John H. Owens, corresponding

secretary.
To The Abttorney General, ﬂ S n .
Department of Justice, 1222 5lfﬂi3"]“”;73?§
Washington, D. C, ! DEPARTMENT OF Juatiee |

AUG 11 1942 a.m ;
/" CRIM. DIV, - ROTNEM——}
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¥B, THE UNDERSIGNIDURGE YOU TO TAKS QUICK ACTION AGAINST THE MURIGRERS aF
#WILLIE VINSON IN TDXAS ON JULY 13th, 1942, SO TH.T FUTURE BRUT/L ACTS OF
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BOTI NEGRO AND &HITE [RE FIGUTING TOGETHOR VALLNTLY FOR VICTORY OVER THE
F/\SCIST COUNTRIES, TR NLGRO FUOPID HAVD AT ALL TIMDS FOUGHT TO SAFEGUARD
THE AMERIC/AN NATION, AND NOW /.8 NCVER BEFORE &BE FELL THAT THR LBOVE ACTION — -
SHOULD EE T/KEN, 7 W ROn
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WH I testoie i, B, O'R
: attle, July aj’iﬁfii B ﬁ):"iizirj.
President Franklin D. B.or::seveltRE.CElVED ‘-[:_l = T Jernior

Secretary to the P. u._a.aiuél@ €
White House, AUG 8 1042 A M
. b i o e

Washington, D.C. AUG 8 1942 I._, i HEGPRNS
Dear Mr. President:- \ INAL DN‘S‘ON i__ CRIM. DIV. - ROTNEN

We are ba:gg M you 100% in your war Pro- i i
gram,znd the fight against Hitler,and what he stands for. One e
thing constantly stands out as a bar 1o the war effort.That
is,the poll tax in the South,and discrimination against neg-
roes. We appreciate your forthright recent statement con-
demning discrimination against negroes in defense industries,
or anyone because of race,creed,or,color,and your statement
indicating opposition to the poll tax,in eight Southern States
which bars negroes and poor white people from voting.

Recently ,a negro in Texas,was lynched.
Another one,in Virginia,executed on guestionable evidence.
His only crime being trylng to get moLey due from an em-
ployer,and he being accused bf killing him,when the em-
ployer drew a gun first. Again,a negro soldier was killed
in Arizona, when he went in & public place,as he supposed,
and found negroes were barred. That plays righv into Hit-
ler's hands,it seems to us,and sets & bad example for the
rest of the world.

We wish you would reiterate your statement
against the obnoxious poll tax,end ageinst discrimination of
people in defenseindustries,because of race,color,or creed,
and to Jim Crowiesm in general,and do everything possille toO
e that such things are stopped, and that due process of law,
right to liberty,and heppiness,be denied tonone.

\ =" 1
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Respectfully,
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Feheral Burean of Investination PERSONAL AND(CONFIDENTIAL

BY SPECIAL MESSENGER
¥nited States Depariment of Justice
Washington, D. ¢, 1SE 2606 =70

Date: JUL_:24 1947

Tos Assistant Attorney General Wendell Berge

From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject: Unknown Subjects °
Willie Vinson, Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

There are attached hereto photostatic copies of news items
which appeared in the July 16, 1942, and July 18, 1942, issues of the
"Daily Worker," official organ of the Communist Party, concerning the
lynching of Willie Vinson, thirty-one year old negro worker in Texarkana,
Texas, on July 13, 1942.

The above is being furnished you for your information and no
investigation concerning the same is being conducted by this Bureau
unless specifically requested by you.

Enclosure
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By Ben Davis, Jr.
The lynching of @ge ﬁn. 31-
year-old Negro wor n Tex-
arkana, Texas, on Monday was
even more brutal than the press
associations said it was.

I have just received, at the

ing Negro leader in Texas and pub-
lisher of a chain of Negro weeklies
in that state. Mr. Wesley's tele-
gram sheds additional information
on the extent and character of this
murderous blow against the Negro
people and the war effort. -
Vinson denied his guilt to the
last. ' In fact, he was seized and
lynched as he screamed his denial
and as he earnestly pleaded for his
life, Vinson was taken from a hos-
pital where he had been left
unguarded, s ;
He was dragged through the
streets of Texarkana, in a wounded
condition from one of the mob-
sters’ bullets. First they started. to
hang Vinson to a tree, but later dé-
cided to, hang him to a winch 'on
the cotton gin—all deliberaticns be-
ing made in cold blood and with
'plenty of time to spare.
~ The whole Negro- community was

intimated—that ° is, ers
K oy
This

page

Y7
|

writer's request, an account of the|
horror from Mr. Car- |
ter Wesley, outstand-|

. The Daily  intends 1o
maké able to the Depart-
|| ment' of Justice in . ;’m
and to the Governor of Texas
the name of Vinson’s assailant
. a view to his i e
. apprehension and

The Daily Worker joina with |
the Negro people and all pa-
triotic white Americans in de-
manding that the lIynchers of
Vinson be brought to Justice
and executed as traitors to the
nation, It demands further that
such Iynchings as that of Odell |
Waller and Private Jessie Smith
-of Flagstaff, Arizona, be aveng-
ed by our national government
f through passage of anti-lyneh
and  anti-poll  tax legislation,
through the enforcement of
Negroes’ rights to prevent such
Iynchings, ;

he right to have church meetings
nd gatberings, and the mob shot |
p the Negro section, In fact, as|
r. Wesley’'s wire further states,|
Wwo . leading Negro citizens in the
own were previously threatened,

The mgn who shot Vinson i3 well-
known in. the town, Yet no arrests
 have been made of him, Indeed
|the' Sheriff left the state after is-
/sulbg a whitewashing statement to
|the effect that there were no clues

Eried to. Negroes were even dented|

'to the lynching, ;
| The Daily Worker urges its read-|
'eri_am-!ﬁ, others among the pa-
triot, and anti-fascist move-
ment. to ‘demand speedy action
against the lynchers and to urge
the Federal Government to take!
immediate steps to abolish the Jlm-ih;
crow system which seriously en-!

dangers our fight for victory over,
Hitler, ——————

is a clipping from
&5 of the

Daily Worker for

'ie!.ﬂ.c*q /0, f’?’}

Clipped a% the Seat
of Government,
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Why Doesn’t Biddle Act?
Why Doesn t Diddle Act!
Pt Ll oo S A
_ Hitlerism, the world-famous Negro artist, 1

Roland Hayes and his wife, should be sub-
Jected to a Hitlerite assault in-the land of
their birth, | o

Mrs, Hayes
was compelled
to suffer jim. .
crow -
ties in a public |
store in Rome,
Georgia, In-
stead of the
police prose- [N
cuting the of- |
fenders and in- \
suring Mrs.
Hayes in her
Constitutional
rights as an
American citi-
zen, they slug-
ged and arrest- -
ed Mr. Hayes ROLAND HAYES
for protesting the outrage.

When Mr. and Mrs. Hayes associated the
treatment they received by the police officials
with Hitlerite “racism,” they were 100 per
cent correct. Such injustice, particularly in
the poll tax areas, are of long standing
against the Negro people and they adversely
affect the win-the-war morale of colored peo-
ples all over the world. These injustices must
be wiped out now, as a mortal danger to
national unity in our common effort to win
the war. \

If such a crime can take place against TAw o
such an outstanding Negro American, one This ds a clipping from
who has brought great honor not only to page_  _ of the
his people but to his country, one can Daily Worker for
imagine with the deepest horror and indig- e
~nation what happens to the average Negro (Unka 28 /972
citizen in the poll tax areas. Lynch-minded A LFe ey
officials, imbued with the “white supremacy”

‘poison of Gov..Talmadge, could not get away

arrogant oppression of poor Ne
and w Southerners if the PM

s




ol tax bill was protested out P o
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The Greater New Yark Council O

voted to wire a demand to -

Texas and Attorney General Francis

Iynchers of Willie Vinson last Monday

wkheCouncil,” Tepresenting
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Why No Action
On lsmchm" N—

Blddle ASk“ :‘:‘;‘“‘.;;:.’,“‘ e snsi 0

m:ruidthstmddhmmm-
(Dally m«mmmm ised to discuss the situation wm;

President Roosevelt. :
ASHINGTON, Julyl..—
Savfjmmme. 3 Ame. mmdmsnﬂmmthem-

tory Qomml&t.ee. which recer
the hm -th-"“'w con
in'Harlem, yesterday asked A
action to stop the wave of ;
terror am N.m m i s

This is a clipping from
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5 July 23, 1942

George Earl Hoffman, Eeq.,
United States Attorney,
Pensacola, Florida,

Dear Mr, Hoffman:

Re: Alleged lynching of A. C. VWilliams,
———suincy, Florids, May 12, 1941

Reference is made to your letter of July 14, 1942, embody-
ing your report on the above entitled matter and transmitting a
report mede by a special investigator for the Covernor of Florida,
a report of the investigation made by State Attorney Oriom C.
Parker, and a transcript of the inquest before the coroner of
Gadsden County, Florida.

Your report has been carefully considered, together with
the atteched meterials. As you note, the behavior of the law
enforcement officials in Quinecy, Florida, may be subject to
eriticism on the besis of ineptitude and negligence, but it does
not appear that any willful or intentiomal refusal to protect
A, C, Williems was involved. The faet that the sheriff notified
the judge of the second Judicial circuit after the first seizure
of Williams indicates that he was acting in good faith and was
seeking to make proper arrengements for the custody of his prisoner.
The Department is satisfied from your able report that eriminal pro-
ceedings agsinst the police authorities of (uincy are not warranted.

Although an investigation for the purpose of assisting the
local authorities might have been worth while at an earlier time,
it is felt that such s tepe should not be tsken at this time. You
are advised therefore that the file in this matter is being closed.
Respectfully,

For the Attorney Genersl,

il WENDELL BERGE,
: Assistent Attorney Ceneral.
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The Attormey General, o L ’
Washington, D. C. -
ATTENTION: Mr. Rotnem, CRIM, DIV -1

Re: Department of Justice File No. WB-FGF-158260,
Lynch murder of A. C. Williams, near Quincy,
Florida, May 12, 1941, '

Sirs

During the past month of April, 1942, the above
matter was the subject of some discussion between the writer and
Mr, Rotnem in his office in the Department at Washington. Imn
response to the Department's letter of May 21, 1942 and its wire
of June 27, 1942, I advised the Department umnder date of June
30, 1942 that I had completed my investigation for preliminary
report and same would go forward in a few days, after necessary
copy work could be performed.

This young negro on May 11, 1941, was arrested and
detained on a technical charge of breaking and entering and placed
in the county jail of Gadsden County at Quincy, Florida, from
which he was taken by a band of four masked men as delineated in
a. report of the investigation made by speclial officer, Maurice He
Tripp, in his report of May 25, 1941 to Honorable Spessard Le
Holland, Governor of Florida at Tallahassee, Florida, Immediate=
ly upon the happening of this event, Governor Holland assigned
Special Investigator Tripp to the case. I had an opportunity to
discuss this matter with Govermor Hollend at Tallahassee, Florida
on June 26, 1942, It appears that during the investigation, Gov-
ernor Holland received a letter of complaint, dated May 17, 1941
from the "Harlem People's Club", signed by Peter Landon, 1 West
125th Street, New York Citye. It is also noted that under date
of May 14, 1941, a letter was addressed to the President at Wash-
ington, D. C., signed "Harlem People's Progressive Club", signed
by Peter Landon. It is to be noted that the addresses given in
the letters of complaint are identical., Although the same person
signed the letters, name of the organization is varied by omitting
the word "Progressive" in the first instance.

Governor Holland, immediately upon hearing of this




lynech murder, directed special officer Maurice H., Tripp to conw-
duct an investigation and report to him. This was done with
promptness and efficiency.

The Governor advises me that the sheriff was also
before him for an interview on the subject shortly after it hap-
pened and the sheriff's report to the Govermor was reduced to
letter form, a copy of which is enclosed,

Testimony was taken at the coroner's inquest held
May 13, 1941 at Quincy, Florida, at which time the witnesses were
interrogated by Orion C. Parker, Jr,, State Attorney for the
second Judicial Circuit of Florida., Prior to that date, the State
Attorney conducted a preliminary investigation on May 12, 1941
and the testimony taken in that investigation was also reported.
The identity of the guilty persons involved were not established.
Governor Holland stated to me that he did not regard the file in
this case as closed and he was hopeful that a break might come
somewhere in the case so that evidence would become awvailable to
establish the identity of the guilty parties. It has been the sub-
joect of attention from time to time up to the present and there
has been no evidence pointing to the guilty parties.

The Civil Liberties Unit in the Department would pro=
bably get a better picture of the situation in this case by re-
ference to (1) copy of the report made by special investigator,
Maurice H. Tripp, (2) copy of the transcript of testimony at the
preliminary investigation on May 12, 1941, made before Orion C,
Parker, State Attorney for the Second Judicial Circuit of Florida,
(3) copy of the testimony taken under the supervision of Orion
C. Parker, State Attorney at Quincy, Florida at the Coroner's
inquest, May 13, 1941, and (4) copy of the sheriffts letter of
report to the Governor.

Governor Holland has loaned me his file in the matter
and I have selected some of it to make copies, and I therefore, am
privileged by his courtesy to enclose to the Department two copies
of each of these four items. I am sending two copies of each, be-
cause in the typing work done in the office, it was easy enough to
make an additional carbon copy. If the Department desires to use
one copy in any letter to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for
reference, the extra copies would be handy.



The Governor had a considerable amount of correspon-
dence with persons whose attention was attracted by the publieity
in this case and as a sample of the correspondence,l am enclosing
copies of communications passing between lirs., Henry Havens, 2845
Corinthian Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida, Chairman of the Southern
Women for the Prevention of Lynching, and Governor Holland, which
correspondence passed during the month of October, 1941. The formal
letter of report of Orion C. Parker, State Attorney, dated May 19,
1941 is also included in the Governor's file in which it is noted
that Mr. Parker stated that no evidence had been secured showing
any particular persons being involved in the lynching and that it
was his full intention to continue this investigation for the pur-
pose of apprehending the guilty parties. With the Governor's per-
mission, I have prepared copies of the correspondence, together with
copies of the letter of complaint from the "Harlem Peoples Club",
signed by Peter Landon of New York City and duplicate copies of
each are enclosed herewith.

It would be of interest to the Department in consideration
of this matter to know that a few years ago, under order from the
Bureau of Prisons in this district, we have not been using the Gad-
sden County jail for Federal prisoners, because of the loose and
careless way in which the jail was operated., The town of Quincy
is the county seat of Gadsden County, Florida. The town does not
have a municipal jail. Persons arrested for violation of city
ordinances, breaches of the peace and the wvarious mumnicipal offenses
were locked up in the county jail under an arrangement between the
County of Gadsden and the City of Quiney. They do not have an
organized police force with the ordinary police station personnel,.
An officer making an arrest, would carry his prisoner to the jail
and lock him up. In the operation of this jail, it was found that
the sheriff carried out this policy, allowed members of the police
force to each carry an individual key. It is my understanding
that this situation has been remedied and this condition does not
exist at this time, however, that was the situation when the four
men in an automobile came along side of the city policeman at
Quincy and took him over to the county jail where he opened the
doors and the masked men took the negro from his cell,

Governor Holland advised me that when the sheriff
appeared before him in person to give some explanation about the
matter, he suggested that the sheriff place his explanation in



written form and that this letter of explanation, signed by the
sheriff, was filed and is part of the Governor's file,

It appears that when the negro first got away from
his captors and was dangerously wounded and was able to make his
way home, the sheriff was notified by the family and likewise
Honorable E. C. Love, Judge of the Second Judieial Circuit who
lives in Quincy. Judge Love was United States Attorney for this
District in the first Wilson administration and is now on the
Circuit bench and highly respected in this state. Judge Love
was consulted by the sheriff on the matter with reference to the
best procedure for the relief of the wounded negro and it was
suggested that the best procedure was to get him as soon as pos-
sible to the hospital at Tallahassee, about 23 miles distance
from Quincy, where he could receive proper and full medical at-
tention. Accordingly the sheriff made arrangements and had an
ambulance company at Quincy call for the mnegro for the purpose of
taking him to Tallahassee to a hospital. A short way out of
Quincy, the ambulance was stopped and presumably the same men
again took him in charge and completed their felonious work
of killing the boy.

In consideration of the matter, Governor Holland also
had the benefit and advantage of the advice of Circuit Judge Love.
So far as can be learned, the only persons who kmnew the boy was
at his home, and was to be moved from his home to the hospital
in the ambulance, were the doctor, Judge Love, the sheriff and
the ambulance drivere. When the boy was placed in the ambulance
for transportation to the hospital at Tallahassee, no armed
guard or deputy sheriff was placed over hime The failure of the
sheriff to take the necessary precaution to protect this negro
from further violence merits criticism and any feeling on his
part that the wrath of this small group of men had been spent,
would hardly be an excuses The situation was one that really
justified and required an armed guard and protective custody in
its best sense. The sheriff's failure to do this is perhaps dir-
ectly responsible for the second episode in this unfortunate affaire
The ease with which this negro was taken in custody by this four
man mob from the county jail, was occasioned by the promiscuous
distribution of keys to the jail, without the maintenance of a
proper guard personnel at the jail,



It might be possible in this case for the
Federal Bureau of Investigation to break through the present
lack of identification and establish some evidence of the identity
of the parties. If evidence could be gained that was sufe
ficient to identify the parties committing the crime, beyond
a reasonable doubt, even though the investigation was conducted
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation with the object of pro-
secution under the provisions of Federal law for the protection
of civil liberties, the same might be done thoroughly emough
to provide sufficient evidence of identification to justify and
werrant a crimina¥ prosecution in the S¥ate Court for murder.

I hope the Department is/aat sfied with this report.
I have incorporated everything coming/to my knowledge up to
the date of this writing, excep © pewspaper comments which
occurred right after the lynching g of which were vitriolic,

GEH:JHB
Enclosures,




1 Vest 125th Street
Yew York City
May 17, 1941

Governor Spessard L. Holland
Executive Mansion
Tallaheogee, Florida

Your Excellency -

¥e urge full and immediste investigntion of the brutal lynch death
of A, C, Willime which occurred between Quincy and Tallshassee Sunday the
twelth of May.

Undoubtedly you are famillisr with details of thle mudder, symptomatic
of the dally unprotested attacks against the Negro people. Thies expression of
reactlonary unArerican conduct is but one more instance of the failuve to
fuarantee the Constitutional righte of the Negro people, to ansure them equal
protection of the law, to protect them agasinet the thoroughly undemocratic
digerimination practiced in the St=te of Florida and other sections of the
cﬂm‘ﬂl

The culpablility of law enforcement officisls in the death of Williams
is made clear in press dispatches reproduced in Vew York papers. The criminal
fallure of jall attendsant Officer Dan Navis to proteet the prisoner whem an
'unidentifiable' mob entered and selized Willlams; the equally eriminal fallure
of Sheriff M. P. Luten to provide puard for the ambulance carrying the wounded
Williams to a Tollshassee hospltel demand thelr immediate euspension from duty
and their prosecution in the courte of law as agcomplices in this lynch murder.
Their disclaimers of sbility to identify membere of the mob added to the
epparent ease with thich members of the mob ascertained Williams' removal by
ambulance and its route to the hospitsl ralee the grove suspiclon of collusion.

¥We further urge vigorous and prompt investigation to ascertain members
of the murder mob, thelr aprehension and srrest and immediste trial for thig
brutal killing., OSurely you wlll not permit State law enforcement officlals
to terminate inveatigmtion with the statement that Williems met his death at
the hand of 'person or persons unknown'. This whitewash formula is an insult
to the abllity of your police officials, and 1s accepted everyvhere as evidenca
of ;n unwillingness and not inability to spprehend the murderers and bring them
to justice.

Only by swift detection snd punishment of the culprits and vigorous
measures to guard agsinst repetition of this lynch death can you gilve the rest
of Amerlca assurance that citizens of Florida enjoy the constitutionsl rights
of alliAmericens. Terror and diserimination sgsinst the Negro people in
Tlorida are proof that democracy has fziled in your state. Ve urge immedinte
executive action to aseure democracy in Florida...today.

Sincerely yours,

HARLEN PECOPLES CLUB
By: [s/ Peter Lendon



October 9, 1941

¥rg. Henry Havens
2845 Corinthisn Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida

Dear Hrs. Havens:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of October 2 with
reference to the lyneching that oceurred in Quiney toward the end of the
session of the Leglalature, It is true that in my former answer to you
I stated th t ac soon as the investigation was complete, I would let you know
the outcome. I =n sorry to say that thoush we have had three separate in-
vestigations made of the affalr, we have not yet been able to get to the
bottom of the matter. WFor your own personal informetion, I beg to advise
that we have hipd undereover investiators in the (uiney community on several
occasionas for considersble periodes of time, but they have been unadle to
find out anything of iwpdrtsnco or snything linking sny kmown persons with
the erime.

The reporte followlng each of the three investigations snd the
private reports made to me by ilnvestigators and by several of the good
eltizens of Quincy and of Gadsden County, vhose help I have asked in the
matter, have all indicated thet there was no aective or peesive partiecipation
in the matteroon the part of the Theriff, but that the root of the trouble
soems to have been in the careless custom of nany years under wvhich no jaller
resided at the jail and wnder whichmany keys to the jall wero held by the
several county and elty officlals who placed prisoners there from time to
time. I have not been willing to come to this conelusion and have not done
do, as I stil) hope that the true foets may break, and we shall continue
our investigetions diligzently.

In the neantime, I have felt, however, that because of the denrth
of results, it would be untimely to nske any public statement on the matter.
The investigations will continue, and we ghall hove that eventually we ean
discover and announce the actual fecte lying behind the terrible oecurrence.

I am sorry that I cannot be with you at your meeting here in
Tallahassee on the 10th of November, but I shall be making an Armistice
Day speech on the Lower East Cosst on the 1lth and will bde on the rosd the
10th or posd bly earlier. Another engngement of long standing will lkeep
me in the Miaml Area through the 1lth. Please extend my greetings to the
menbers of your ascoclation and my congratulationa on the work which they
are doing.

I Yeg to remain
Youra falthfully,
SLH: elm
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Thanking you for your kindmess and a hope that you will be with us, I am

Cordially yours,

|8/ Jene Havens

Nrs. Henry Havens, chalrman




(PLORIDA SBEAL)

OFFICE OF STATE ATTORNAY
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Tallshasgee, Florida |,
May 19, 13¥1

His Bxcellency

Honorzble fpessard L. Hollend
Govornor of Tlorida
Tallshassee, Florida

Dear Sir:

I attach hereto coples of all evidence taken to this
date in the investigation of the lynching of one

A, C. ¥illiams, vho was tsken from the custody of
the Sheriff of Gadsden unmty. Florlda on the night
of May 11, 191,

No evidence han been secured thus far showlng sny
particular person to be involved in this 1ynohhg

I ie my full intention to continue this investigzation
with an 1dea of apprehending the gullty max parties.

If you have any suggestlons along the line of investima-
tion to make, I wlll be more than pleasod to hear from

you.

Yours very truly, ‘

/8] Orien C. Parker, Jr.

ORION C., PANKER

State Attomey, 2nd Judielal Clirewit
0@ spe
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July 22, 1942

Hr. Bea Davis, Jr.,
Editorial Board,
Daily Worker,

35 Haet 12th Street,
New York, New York.

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
July 19, 1942, in which you state that you are informed
that one of the assailants of the alleged lynching of
Willie Vinson in Texarkena, Texas, on July 13, 1942, wes
one L. Roberts, a white truck driver of that eity.

Receipt of this information is sppreciated and
you are advised that the Attorney Cemeral has addressed
& letter to the Governor of Texas regarding this alleged
erime. Upon receipt of further information, the Depart-
ment will consider whether the facte amount to = viola-
tion of any federal eriminal statute,

Respectfully,
_-’ H Pl For the Attorney General,
& . 54 };.-
oy Uy‘ 4 & y

" lggp /  wespELL BERGR,
\ f Agsisteant Attorney General.
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DAILY WORKER

NN Jaly-five east 12Uk al., N. Y. Algonguin 4-T954

July 19, 1942

Attorney General Francis Biddle
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C,

Honorable Sir:

We have received information to the effect that
one of the assailants of Willie Vineon, the Negro worker who
was lynched in Texarkana, Texas on Monday July 13, was one I.
Roberts, a white truck driver of that city.

The information reached this office in a wired
story on the lynching from Mr. Carter Wesley, publisher of the
Houston Informer, a Negro weekly in Houston, Texas. According
to Mr. Wesley's telegram Vinson protested his innocence to the
last.

We furnish this informetion to your Department in
the hope that it may be of use in the speedy apprehension and
vigorous prosecution of the lynchers and in furtherance of the
constitutional rights of the Negro peorle which are so essential
to our tif;nal war effort and to victory over Hitler,

- 4

'!',' Respectfully yours,

Ben Davis, Jr,.

Bditorial Board

Daily Worker

ED/f
#NG/ ny
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GPENSACOLA FLO JUNE 30 1942 431P
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHDC
RETEL JUNE 22ND DEPT. FILE ONE FIVE EIGHT TWO SIX NAUGHT A
" C WILLIAMS VICTIM SEC 52 TITLE 18 USCA ADVISE Wi/
HAVE NOW’COMPLETED MY INVESTIGATION FOR PREL IMINARY REPORT STOP
WILL REQUIRE FEW DAYS TO COMPILE DATA AND NECESSARY COPY WORK.
WILL FORWARD REPORT BY FIRST OF NEXT WEEK
GEORGE EARL HOFFMAN UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. o,

22 52 18 USCA A C . %ld,
fl‘,"-. l '

816P.



RULE 75 = Record on Appeal to a_Gircuit Uourd of Appeals

Subtdivicion (b) = Transeript

Northern Uistrict of California
" Southern Division

January 20, 1942

In re Joshua Hendy Iron Works ~ Hendy Realization Gompany et al.
Y. Baroid M. ¥. Dehneman et al, - GLadys L., Ohores v, '

Hendy Realization Company et al. = NOS, 2593/+5, o1792wS
2 Iy Re B 244, b

Appellants'! designation of contents of record on appeal
including only certain portions of the transcript, appellees prop-
erly requested additional portions of the record as well as two copies
of the reporter's transcript,

(See opinion in this case under Hule 75 (a).)

146 Bull. 42



4

LPARIMENT OF MISTICE
DIVISION OF RECORDS
TELEGRAPH OFFICE

842 JON E2 FY 1 : 49




WB:FOF :mld
158260~70

JUNE 22, 1942

GEOROE EARL HOFFMAR, ESQUIRE,
UNITED STATES .l?m,
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA

HE A, C. SILLIAMS LYNCHING PLEASE SHED IMMEDIATE REPORT
Ok YOUR FINDINGS.

WEXDELL BERGR
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY OBENERAL



ADDRESS REPLY TO
*“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'"
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WB:VWR: ARM WASHINGTON, D. C,

May 21, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ILVISION OF RECORDS

Kindly remove the May 14, 1941 communication to the
President from the Harlem Peoples Progressive Club, the June
2, 1841 communication from Mr. Berge to United States Attormey
Hoffman, and a communication from United States Attorney
Hoffman dated February 12, 1942, vhich is, no doubt, in Section
52 of the file, from File No. 158260. Open a new file and

advise my secretary, Miss Mythen, as to the new number.

VICTOR W. ROTNEM
Chief,
Civil Rights Section.
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George Earl Hoffman, Esquire
United States Attorney
Pensacola, Florida
Dear lir, Hoffman:

Reference is made to your letter of COctober 1, 1941, con-
cerning an alleged lynching of A. C. Williams near Quincy,
Florida, in the summer of 194l.

You advised that you would make an inquiry while attend-
ing the October 6 Term of Court at Marianna, Plorida.

Please advise the Department of such facts as you were
able to obtain,

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

o e e WENDELL BERGE
e it bk 47 Assistant Attorney Ceneral
|7 AMRB |
| |
O FER 37 500 ' ]

_ BIGNED ANT e
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T ALk b ! DIVISION om .
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TERMS*OF COURT

Pensacola—First L!pndlya In May and

November.

Marianna—First Monday in April.

Tallahassee—Second Monday in February
and the Tuesday after the first Mon-

day in September.

Q

A A,

Gainesville
December.

Panama City—First Monday hpgt@_e:.

i

\

by 4

in Juneand
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The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Re:

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Penseacola,
October 1, 1941,

No. WB=158260.

Sir:

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Department of Justice file

The Department's letter of September 29, 1941,
in regard to the alleged lynching near Quincy, Florida,

has not gone without attention.

However, I am not in a

situation to mke a report to the Department on the mat-

ter.,

Pressure of national defense litigation has kept us

so highly pressed for time I do not see any possibility of

making a report on the matter within the next two or three weeks.

We have a term of Court at Marianna, Florida, on October 6,
1941, and while I am in that area I will go over to the
Quincy distriect in an effort tg give the Department a com-

plete report.

GFH :HLC

ORGE EARL HOFFMAN,

United States Attorney.
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September 29, 1941

George Earl Hoffman, Esquire
United States Attorney
Pensacola, Florida

3 Dear Mr, Hoffman:
Reference ls made to the Department's letter of June
2, 1941, concerning the alleged lynching of A. C. Williams
near Quiney, Florida. 4 check in the Department's files
does not reflect what disposition was made of this matter
mtttnwmtmmmmmmmu
concerning such facts as you were able to obtain, Your com-
ments relative to prosecution would also be appreciated.
fespectiully,
For the Attorney General

HENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney Ceneral
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June 2, 1941.
1) \'.\
George Earl Hoffman, Esquire, 4
United States Attorney, BT : 2
Pensacola, Florida. \ O JUR

Dear Mr. Hoffmnng

The Department is in receipt of a letter dated May
14, 1041, from the Harlem Peoples Progressive Club, New York
City, concerning the alleged lynching of A. C. Williams near
Quiney, Florida. A copy of this letter is enclosed herewith
and is self-explanatory.

The facts alleged indicate that there is a very
strong possibility that the victim, Williams, was denied ade-
quate protection by the police officials involved, If this
can be substantiated end the allegéd denial was wilful, it is
felt that a violation of Seotion 52, Title 18, United States
Code, can be made out ageinst those officers. It is, therefore,
requested that you make an inquiry into this matter and advise
the Department promptly of such facts as you are able to
obtain,

Respsetfully,

For the Attorney Gemeral,

WENDELL BERGE,
Assistant Attormey General.

enclosure 267893
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Hon. Franklin Deleno Roosevelt 1;%?ﬂ . .
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MAY 23 1941
Deer Sir - &
0/?;"15;? ‘-\5\0

ch terror has again found a victim azmong the Negro 'ﬁ&gﬁ

this time in northern Florida. Associated Press dispatches from Quincy, Florida

May 13th report the brutel murder of A, C. Williems, imprisoned by law enforcement

officials in the county jail the previous day. According to the report prisoner

Williems was seized by a group of allegedly 'unidentifisble' men from his cell,

after the group had compelled Officer Dan Davis to open the cell doors. Several

hours Williams wes discovered some miles away, severely wounded by pistol bullets

and blows sround the head. Sheriff Luten then ordered the prisoner transferred

by embulence to & hospitel in Talleshassee, but provided no guard for the journey

which was 'interrupted! by another group of allegedly 'unidéntifieble' men, the

Negro removed with no effort of driver snd accompanying physician to protect the

1ife of the patient. The next morning Williems' body was found by -the side of

river, riddled by bullets, dead. He lasy there, proof that democracy hes failed

in Floridea, that the Negro people subject to widespread discrimination in direct

contradiction of Constitutional guesrentees are smong the firet victims of & nstionsl

and stete and local program inducing war hysteris, encouraging Jim Crow and blessing

disgreceful, un-Americsn lynch tactics.

The criminal failure of local law officers tQ proteet Williems,
who hed been teken into custody without the formality of char 2ls g0
clearly that the Negro people and other Americans can not exp F~orid““3ffsc;als
to uphold the right of triel, the right to protection from ch mobs aﬁriﬂg & s
imprisonment, in fact any of the rights which all Americans oss%@f under the ‘
Constitution which every public officiel is sworn to uphold. ﬂ

Y 23 .

Todaey lynch terror occurs throughout the country. 91?
gsoldier was lynched within & few miles of an Army encampment in Georgia. Why :
' Because cynicel and bold efforts are now being made to drive America. deeper into
war. MAn sdministretion in Washington sets the precedent, inspires the terror. A
progrem which conscripts the Negro and white youth into an Army exceeding all
possible requirements for netional defense, a progrem which converts our America
into en arsenal for the imperialist sleughter sbroad, e progrem which officially
condones Jim Crow in the srmed forces and the nationsl defense industries...such a
progrem is as guilty as the Florida officials directly responsible for the lynch
death of Williams.

We demend the arrest snd prosecution of the mob which lynched
Williems. We refuse to accept the threadbare excuse of law officials that members
of the mob wore mesks and therefore cen not be identified. Instance efiter instance
in the past show that this excuse is slways offered to explain the failure to appre-
hend the culprits. Law enforcement officials boast of thelr prowess in detecting
murderers; a child would ridicule the suggestion that,detection of a murderous mob
is more difficult. 4vyy
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We further demand that Sheriff Luten, Officer Davis =nd all
other public officials implicated in this lynch death and sworn by oath to protect
Williems be charged in court with their criminsal irresponsibility, be deprived of
public office, and be punished to the full extent of the law as accessories to the
murder.

We demend thet steps be taken to essure therNegro people. not
only in Floride but throughout the United States, the rights guaranteed to them and
to a1l Americans under the law of our land. We demend the passege of the Anti-
Lynching bill, sheamefully pigeonholed by Congress end ignored by you and your
spokesmen. We further demand passege of the Geyer Anti-Poll Tax Bill which nay
insure representation of the Southern people, negro and white, in the halls of the
national legislative chamber.

We further demand that you a2s President of the United Stetes,
elected to that high office by the people of this country, members of your officisl
family, and all representatives of the people now in the Federal CGovernment, end
these efforts to plunge America into war snd that you undividedly honor your osaths
of office and responsibility to guereantee democracy...here in America...today.






