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15826071 February 27, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICGATION

Re: Unlmown Subjects;
¥illiam Vinson - Victim.

Reference is made to your memorandum of February 10, 1943,
The Criminal Division has received and considered the report

of Special Agent Hugh T. Arterberry, dated Jamuary 135, 1943. This

|
:
|
f
;§




WBFCsILB

~ February 27, 1943

158260-71

wwmm oy
,mm il Nmm i
Jnst b I
m uumu.mm mm w

34 ¢ m.m ok
¢ m mmbmn.unw 8
h...m B ...mw mm _ mm Mm
i _m.‘% 1
I

T



R
f.l“ . 3
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT _m, TEXAS FILENO.  LL-L6
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MADE
DALLAS, TEXAS 1-13-43 1-4-43 HUGH T. ARTERBERRY JHK
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
WILLIAM VINSON - VICTIM VIOLENCE
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: BAILEY McGOUGH, 819 Capps Street, Texarkana,
Texas in affidavit denies he recognized any
members of the mob which entered the Texarkana,
Texas hospital on July 13, 1942 and seized
victim and removed him therefrom.
w il i
Reference: Bureau file 44-607,
Report of Special Agent John F. Hennessy,
dated at Little Rock, Arkansas, 12/10/42,
Details:

BAILEY McGOUGH, 819 Capps Street, Texarkana, Texas, was interviewed
in the office of the Chief of Police, Texarkana, Texas on December 31, 1942
and the following affidavit was secured from him concerning his knowledge of
the abduction of victim from the Texarkana, Texas hospital on the night of

July 13, 1942:

"The State of Texas. ))
County of Bowie.

Before me the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for Bowie
County Texas, on this day personally appeared Bailey McGough, I known
to me who after being by me duly sworn deposes and says-—-

My name is Bailey McGough, I am 30 years of age, I live at 819 Capps. " ~ \
Street in the City of Texarkana, Bowie County Texas, I was carried to \
the Texarkana Hospital on the 25th day of June A.D.1942, and had begn in |
there for three or four weeks, when one night some people brought @ negro
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| "boy into the hospital that had been shot, out near Whaley in Bowie
County, Texas, I think that it was on Sunday night that they brought
him to the Hospital, I am not sure of the day, but he stayed there that
night and up to about midnight the next night, his name was WILLIE
VINSON, and I had been asleep and I woke up hearing a noise and saw
them going out the door of the hospital, I remember seeing only one man,
and just saw him in the rear as he went out the door, I did not recognize
him as I did not see him in the face, just saw him as he went out the
door, I did not see or hear anyone coming in the room, as I was asleep,
and it never woke me up until they were out the door and I saw only one
men as he went through the door, could not tell whether he was white or
black, I do not know how many men came into the hospital, I saw WILLIE
VINSON in the hospital all day that he was in the room with me, he never
spoke to anyone, and never moved, except he would move his head around,
This is all I know about this mtter.

(signed) BAILEY McGOUGH
Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 31lst day of December 1942,
L. I. BOSWELL
Notary Public Bowie County, Texas,"

There being no further leads in this case, on authority of the Special
Agent in Charge this case is hereby considered closed.

- CLOSED -
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Federal Bureau of Inuestination o
United States Department of Justice J

Washington, 2. .
FEB 10 1343

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

WENDELL BERGE

RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS
WILLIAM VINSON - Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

Reference is made to our previous correspondence in
the above-entitled case.

There was transmitted to the Division of Records
on February 10, 1943 a copy of the report of Special Agent Hugh
T. Arterberry, dated January 13, 1943 at Dallas, Texas, in the
above-entitled matter.

I would appreciate your reviewing the reports in this
case and advising me whether you believe the facts therein are
suggestive of a violation of the Civil Rights Statutes and
whether or not you believe further investigation desirable.

Very truly yours,

hn Edgar Hoover
Director
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United States Department of Justice
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
WENDELL BERGE

RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS
WILLIAM VINSON - Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

Reference is made to our previous correspondence in

the above-entitled case.

There wag transmitted to the Division of Records

on February 10, 1943 a copy of the report of 8Special Agent Hugh
T. Arterberry, dated January 13, 1943 at Dallns, Texas, in the
above-entitled matter.

I would appreciate your reviewing the reporte in this

case and advising ﬁq whether you believe the facts therein are
suggestive of a violation of the Civil Rights Statutes and
whether or not you believe further investigation desirable.

Very truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DALLAS, TEXAS L. ®. FILE NO. d2
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR_ REPORT MADE BY
_LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS | ]12-10=42 | __JOHN F, HENNESSY
TITLE - 1294.,7, 3.’.42 CHARACTER OF CASE

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
WILLIAM VINSON - VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
VICLENCE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

BAILEY McGOUGH not residing in Fordyce,

Arkansas, believed to be still residing in
Texarkana, Texas, MNother, Mrs. MAMIE KING

living in Marshall, Texas. OSister LUCY MAY WILLIAMS
living in Greggton, Texas.

REFERENCE s Report of Special Agent HUGH T ARTEREERKY, Dallas,
Texas, dated 11l-13-42, :
DETAIILS: AT FORDYCE, ARKANSAS:

Mr. RANNEY STAMPS, Fordyce, Arkansas, advised he knew of
a family by the name of McGOUGH, presemtly residing in Fordyce, but that no
member of that family was known as BAILEY McCOUGH, He further advised that
he was personally acquainted with RUFUS McGOUCH who worked at the Fordyce
Lubmer Company, and suggested that he be contacted at that place,

RUFUS ¥cGOUGH, employed at the Fordyce Lumber Company
stated that he is an uncle of BATIEY McGCUCGH but has not heard from him or
seen him in at least ten or twelve years. RUFUS MeGQUGH stated that BAILEY
MeGOUGH had a sister, ROSETTA SCRUGGS presently living in Fordyce who might
possibly know where BAILEY is staying.

ROSETTA SCRUGGS, sister of BAILEY McGOUGH, was contacted
in Fordyce and furnished the following informationg

She stated she has not seen her brother BAILEY since
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTSj | |
WILLIA! VIKSON, - VICTIM L. R. FILE 44-42

- October 1941, and she has not heard from him since that time, She further
- stated however, that her mother Mrs. MAMIE KING, jiving in Marshal, Texas,

hears from him quite often. SCRUGCS advised that December 4, 1942, she had

{pchuivod a letter from her mother from Marshall, Texas, advising her (SCRUGGS)

t BAILEY was still in Texarkana, but had not yet been sble to go bsk to

work since his release from the hospital. SCRUGGS also stated that a sister,
LUCY MAY WILLIAMS, of Creggton, Texas, might be able to furnish more definite

~information as to BAILEY'S whereabouts.

: SCRUGGS advised that FATLEY eGOUGH who is about 30 years
eld, has not been in fordyce since 1926. She sta ed that although she did not
know BATIEY'S address, she fell quite sure he was still in Texarkana, Texas.,

'~ REFERBED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF CRIGIN -
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Federal Bureau of Inuvestination
Wnited States Department of Justice AUG 29 1942
ol Bo@o ~ L. 1 ‘rli
MWashington, L!’\‘IM‘NP‘L D1 ¥ 1S\ON
oRke: AUG 28 1947
Tos Assistant Attorney General Wendell Berge
From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject: Unknown Subjects
William Vinson, Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

There is attached hereto a copy of the report of Special
Agent H. T. Arterberry, dated August 15, 1942, at Dallas, Texas,
in the above captioned matter. This is your reference number
158,260-70.

Please advise whether the Department is desirous of

having this Bureau conduct any further investigation in this
regard.

Enclosure
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Tos ¢ Assistant Attorney GCeneral Wendell Berge
From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject: Unknown Subjects
William Vinson, Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

There is attached hereto a copy of the report of Special
Agent H. T. Arterberry, dated August 15, 1942, at Dallas, Texas,
in the above captioned uttor. This is your reference number
158,260-70.

Please advise whether the Department is desirous of
having this Bureau conduct any further investigation in this
regard.

Enclosure
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT D&ma, TEXAS FILE NO. M-‘.b

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY

WHICH MADE

Dallas ,Texas 8-15=42 8-3.11‘;.6.7. H. T. ARTERBERRY

TITLE

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS R Yo
WILLIAM VINSON, VICTIM CIVIL RIGHTS AND DCMESTIC
VIOLRNCE

SYNOPSIS

DETAILS

OF FACTS: , / VINSON abducted from Texarkana Hospital,
Texarkana, Texas; shortly after midnight
July 13,1942, by three unknown white men.
VINSON was later found to have been hanged
by a mob to a cotton gin winch,after having
been dragged through the streets of Texarkana
while tied to the bumper of an automobile,
VINSON had been shot earlier in the day for
the offense of assault with intent to rape.
Unable to determine identity of lynching mob. /

‘c-

REFERENCE: Bureau letter, dated July 27, 1942

: At approximately 1:30 A, M. on July 13, 1942, WILLIAM VINSON,

colored, was shot and wounded at a cafe located across Highway #82 from

the main entrance of the Red River Ordinance Depot, a defense project,
located approximately 19 miles West of Texarkana, Texas. VINSON had
been accused of & crime of assault with intent to rape on a Mrs, J.L.
TALLEY, who was residing in a trailer house near the Cafe where VINSON
was shot and seriously wounded.

Iieutenant W. E. SAFFORD, Officer of the Day, and Chief of
Plant Protection,Red River Ordinance Depot, advised that he was one
of the first officers of Red River Ordinance Depot to arrive at the
scene of the shodbting and wounding of VINSON., That after he conducted
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a preliminary {nvestigation, he determined that a by-stander by
the name of ROBERTS had shot and wounded VINSON for the above
named alleged offense. Lieutenant SAFFORD related that he dis-
patched a Red River Ordinance Depot ambulance with the victim to
the Texarkana, Texas, Hospital, located some 19 miles away.
Lieutenant SAFFORD further releted that no arrests were made at
the scene of the shooting, since a crowd of defense workers and
hhngers-on crowded about the cafe, and that it was with giffi-
culty that he persuaded the workmen to let the ambulance proceed
with VINSON from the scene of the shooting to the Texarkana Hospital.
Lieutenant SAFFORD related that he secured none of the names of
the individuals who were at the scene of the shooting.

Lieutenant SAFFORD further related that om Sunday morn-
ing, July 12, 1942, at about 11 o'clock, Mr. MUNROE P, WATIS,
Sheriff of Bowie County, Texarkana,Cexas, arrived at the scene of
the shooting, and that he told him that he had sent the victim
to the Texarkana Hospital in an ambulance, and that he advised
Sheriff WATTS where he could be located, and that he was taking
no further action in the matter. Lieutenant SAFFORD related _
that he did not lnow what investigative action that Sheriff WATTS
took in instant matter.

Afterwards, Reporting Agent interviewed Mr MONROE P.
WATTS, Sheriff, Texarkana, Texas, who advised that officers of
the Red River Ordinance Depot had advised him that they had
transported the victim after the shooting to the Texarkana Hospital,
that he immediately went to the Texarkana Hospital and there con-
ferred with hospita) officers, including Dr. KARLTON KEMP, who
advised him that it was their opinion that VINSON would not sur-
vive the day. Sheriff WATTS related that he visited the vietim
in the colored ward of the Hospital, which is located in the base-
ment of said building. That colored nurses were on duty, and that
all of the attendants with whom he conferred advised him that
VINSON was in an unconscious conditinon, bleeding internally. That
glucose had been administered, but that it was their opinion
that VINSON would not survive the day. Sheriff WATTS related
that since he had been advised by responsible parties at the
Hospital, including Mrs. CLYDE CURRY, the Supervisor who was on

-2ﬁ
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duty at that time at the Hospital, that they did not believe

that VINSON would live throughout the day, and was in an un=
conscious condition, that he did not deem it advisable or
necessary to place an armed guard about the Hospital to protect
VINSON, since no information had come to him of any trouble of
any kind whatsoever.  Sheriff WATTS further related that usually
one could sense a feeling of trouble in instances of this kind;

but, due to the condition of VINSON he did not place any armed

guard at the Texarkana Hospital, and that if this was an act of
negligence on his part, then he would accept the responsibility.

The following voluntary statement in connection with this
matter was obtained from Sheriff WATTS, and is as follows:

"Texarkana, Texas
August 5,1942

I, MONROE P.WATTS, make the following voluntary

- statement to H. T. ARTERBERRY, who is nown to me to
be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
U.S.Department of Justice, and said statement is made
freely and voluntarily without any promisés or threats
having been made. I have resided in Texarkana, Sowie
County, Texas, my entire life. I have been an officer of
the law in Bowie County at different times covering a
period of approximately ten years, On Janvary 1, 1940,
1 assumed the duties as Sheriff of Bowie County, Texarkana,
Texas, and am at the present time serving in said capacity.

I further state that at about 4:00 A.M.Sunday,July
12, I received information that a negro man had been
shot and captured at a joint located across the highway
directly in front of the main entrance to the Red River
Ordnance Depot, a defense plant which is located about
19 miles west of Texarkana, Texas. I had received infor-
mation that this negro man had attempted rape on a Mrs,
J.C,TALLEY, a white woman who was residing in a trailer
camp near this place; that after said attack some of
the citizens of this vicinity gave chase and chased this
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negro man into this joint where effort had been made
to apprehend him and when he made fight was shot by
C.L.ROBERTS, a defense worker, ROBERTS told me that
this negro attacked GIFFORD ADAMS, a white man,and
hit him over the head with a flashlight, and then
backed up and got a butcher knife and told ROBERTS
and ADAMS that he would kill both of them., At that
time ROBERTIS struck this negro over the head with

his pistol and it went off and shot Adams in the

arm. Then the negro drew the butcher knife and ROBERTS
shot him in the side or stomach. The negro was later
placed in one of the Red River Ordnance Depot ambu-
lances and carried to the Texarkana Hoapital In Tex-
arkana, Texas,

I received advices from the hospital attend-
ants that the negro was in a dying condition and was
expected to live but a short time; that he was un-
conscious; and in view of this physical condition no
effort was made to place him under arrest, since it
appeared to be useless under the circumstances.

I sent one of my deputies, W, J. WATLINGTON,
out to the scene of the crime just as soon as I was
notified of the affair. My deputy reported to me sub-
stantially the facts I have above related. Later in
the mormning, I went back out to the scens with my
deputy, W.J.WATLINGTON, and spent the entire morning
trying to ascertain something about the attempted rape
and the shooting. About 2:00 P.M, of that same day,
I brought Mrs, Talley, the victim, and her husband,to
the Texarkana Hospital to see the negro, who at that
time I learned was WILLIE VINSON. This was the first
time that I had seen WILLIE VINSON. He seem@d to he
to be in a very critical condition, and could not talk
&b that time. The nurse in charge told me that this
negro was not expected to live throughout the day.The
victim and her husband viewed the subject in the
colored ward of the Texarkana Hospital, and the victim
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at that time did not identify the subject as her assailant.

Under the cirfumstances as above related, I did
not deem it necessary to placd a guard in the hospital
vhere this individual was supposed to be in a dying con-
dition, and for the further reason that no excitement,
rumors, or outside talk of any kind whatsoever was afloat
in the community, and any further precautions at this time
seemed wholly unnecessary to me. At the time of this
happening, I was at home in my bed asleep. Should I for
one moment have expected any trouble of any kind, or that
this individual would be kidnapped, lynched, or otherwise
mistreated I would not have been at my home asleep. The
next morning I knew about this affair when I was awakened
by a call from the Texas Police Department, at 12:30 A.M,
July 13, advising me that the colored patient at the Tex-
arkana Hospital had been reported missing from his bed
in the hospital., I igmediately went down to the hospital
and learned that he had been hung up over the cotton gin.
I immediately got R.L.BURNS, Justice of the Peace, and
went over there and cut him domn. I then called the Jones
Undertaking Company to come and remove his body.

I have made a diligent search, and have given ¥r.
ARTERBERRY, FBI agent, my assistance in every way, and
the entire facilities of my office is at the disposal of
the FBI or any other agency that might desire my serfices.

MONROE P. WATTS

H.T.ARTERBERRY
Special Agent,FBI,1200 Tower
Petroleum Building,Dallas,Texas."

On Monday morning, July 13, 1942, The Texarkana Gazette,
a daily newspaper published in the city of Texarkana, Texas,carried
a story that WIILIE VINSON, a twenty five year old wounded negro,
accused of an attack on the wife of a war plant worker in Bowie
County, was taken from the Texarkana Hospital at 12:32 A.M. that
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date. That eight minutes later VINSON was strung up to a cotton
gin winch in the 200 Block of Factory Street by a mob that number-
ed less than twenty men who traveled in three automobiles. The
story further related that three men entered the front door of
the Hospital, made their way quickly passed Mrs. MARGARET MULLEN,
Night Supervisor of nurses, who was at the time talking on the
telephone. That the mob left by way of the south emergenSy
ambulance drive after shoving their victim into an autombile that
carried no license plates. That a fourth man sat at the wheel.
The story further related that the lynching party sped West on
West 6th to Spruce Street; thence South to West Third where they
turned Yest once mope; thence driving across the Third Street
tracks onto South Lelia Street, and into the darkness on Phenie
Avenue. That at this point the men stopped thelr cars close to-
gether and dumped VINSON's bedy on the ground, and that a heavy
rope was affixed about his neck, with one endl tied to the bumper
of the car in which he was taken from the Hospital. That the
party started again, this time swinging North off Phenie Street
~onto Factory Street, dragging the negro whose body slid on its
back during the uural hundred yards, then rolled over and over
as the lead car swung the S-turn before driving into the grounds
of the Texarkana Cotton Oil Corporation Plant on Factory Street.
That these individuals were working with speed, and that the

body was slowly pulled almost to the top of the winch of the cotton
gin, and that after this hanging, the cars and the occupants drove
away at a rapid rate of speed.

The newspaper item further related that the entire abduction
and hanging of VINSON was accomplished in eight minutes, 8ince
it was 12:32 A.¥. when VINSON was removed from the Hospital, and
that at 12:40 A.M., he hung dead from the gin winkh. At the Tex-
arkana Gagette Office, Texarkana, Texas, information was had that
the Reporter who wrote the above story conceming the abduction
and hanging of VINSON in this case was Mr. ALFRED WEEKS, who has
been reporting for this paper for a number of years. Mr. WEEKS
was interviewed in the Office of the Chief of Folice in Texarkana,
Texas, on August 7, 1942, and the following voluntary signed state-
ment was secured from him:
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"Texarkana, Texas
Aug. 7, 1942.

I, ALFRED WEEKS of 1508 Hickory Street, Texarkana,Ark.,
make the following voluntary statement regarding the
lynching of WILLIE VINSON, colored, to H,T.ARTERBERRY,
who is known to me to be a special agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises lhave
been made to me in this regard whatsoever.

3 I am the night telegraph editor of the Texarkana
Gazette and have been connected with this firm for

approximately six years.
My statement follows:

Six nights a week I handle the telegraph copy
desk. On Sundays I work out on the street as a reporter
covering what is known as a police beat., This includes
‘checking police stations, fire departments, hospitals,
and the Sheriff's offices.

In checking the Bowie County Sheriff's office
late on the afternoon of Sunday, July 13, I was informed
by Sheriff Monroe WATTS that a negro by the name of
WILLIE VINSON had been shot in a resturant across the
highway from the Red River Ordnance Depot after a negro
had attempted to attack a white woman after dragging her
from a trailer cabin. He told me the negro was in Tex-
arkana Hospital in Texarkana, Texas, and was not expect-
ed to live.

I wrote my story on information furnished me by
the Sheriff and made a special trip to the home of Mr.
HENRY HUMPHREY, editor and general manager of the Gazette
for him to look over. I told him I wished to be sure
there was nothing in the story that might incite mob
action, but at the same time I told him there was the
possibility that the negro might be taken from the

-T7-
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Hospital as feeling in this area was tense against negroes because
of repeated attacks by them on white women recently.

About 7 p. m. I received an anonymous telephone call
from a man who first asked me if we had put an extra on the street.
I told him no and asked him "an extra about what?"

He replied: 'if you're such a good reporter you ought
to know. If you watch the hospital where that negro is tonight,
you may see something'. Then he hung up. I accounted for his
knowing about the negro being at the hospital from hearing a broad~
cast of the attempted attack over Radio Station KCMC that used my
story on the air in a news cast earlier.

I continued to check my beat, but kept a preety close
watch on the hospital that was only two blocks from the office.
Around 10 p. m. I met Hal Smith, a friend of mine who works at the
radio station and told him of the call I received and also of my
seeing a car traveling shdw by the hospital several times. We
walked down to the hospital and hung around outside for 15 or 20
minutes then retumed to the office and a short time later met
DOGGIE WILKINS, an advertising representative of the Gazette. He
had his car so we drove back to a spot half a block from the
hospital and parked where we could command & view of the hospital
entrances.

We had about given the thing up when we spotted an auto-
mobile drive in the alley behind the hospital and later saw some men
in the shadows. They tried to enter the basement doors used for
ambulance calls, but they were locked, I then saw three men enter the
front of the hospital and I figured they meant to get the negro. At
this peint I got out of the car and walked to the edge of the lawn
of the nurses home. It was a matter of seconds until the trio
emerged through the basement doors with the negro who was groaning
and pleading. I believe he realized what was happening although he
was under stiimlants because of his injury that surgeons said would
prove fatal.
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I did not recognize any of the three men, or a fourth
who sat at the wheel of a aut-mobile that drove in the ambu-
lance drive., The three were rather roughly dressed and the
thought struck me at the time that they were probably war
plant workers, friends of the husband of the woman who was
molested. They shoved and dumped the negro in the car and
drove away as two other cars quickly closed in and followed.
We trailed the three cars and two of them had no license
plates and I could not be sure about the third.

A mile from the hospital they stopped the cars and tied
& rope around the negro's neck and dragged him through the
streets for severad blocks before reaching a cotton gin where
they strung him up to & winch. It was necessary to drive
down into ¢ sort of field to reach the winch. We stopped our
car at the driveway entrance to turn around so that we would
be headed back toward town and my office as it was very near
my deadline and those 8f the press associations.

During this time Hal Smith was keeping time for me on
the various events of the abduction and hanging. As soon as
we saw the body being pulled up on the winch we left. I
would estimate that some 15 or 20 men got out of the three
cars at the scene of the hanging, but it was rather dark and
we were too far away to recognize any of them even if we had
known them.

I am also furnishing Mr. ARTERBERRY with a copy of the
paper that carried my story the following moming. Any de-
tails that I may have ommitted will be found in it.

ALFRED WEEKS
H,T.ARTERBERRY
Special Agent,F.B.I.
1200 Tower Petroleum Bldg.,
Dallas, Texas."
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Mr, WEEKS advised that he was accompanied on this trip
when he trailed the lynching party as aforesaid by Mr, W. C.
(Doggie) WILKINS, advertising salesman for many jears for the
Texarkana Gazette, and Mr. HAROLD M. (Hal) SITH, Manager and
Announcer of Radio Station KCMC, which is leased by the Texarkana
Gazette to the Texas State Net Work System.

Mr. W.C.(Doggie) WILKINS advised that he had resided in
Texarkana many years and was advertising salesmen for the Tex-
arkana Gazette and had been for the past twelve years, He ad-
vised that he would say that he and Mr. HAROLD M ,SWITH accompanied
ALFRED WEEKS on the night of July 13, 1942, when WILLIE VINSON
was abducted from the Texarkana Hospital and hanged a few minutes
later near the Texarkana Cotton Oil Corporation. Mr. WILKINS
related that WEEKS requested that he g0 along; that he had had
a tip that something might be doing at the Texarkana Hospital
that night, and that at the imsistance of WEEKS, he and HAROLD
¥. SMITH conciuded that they would go along with him. WILKINS
related that it was agreed that he,WILKINS, would drive the auto-
mobile and follow the lynching party, while WEEKS wrote his story
of the lynching, and that HAROID M.SMITH, the Radio Announcer, for
KCMC was to assist in keeping the time, and that it was the time-
keeping by Mr. SMITH that enabled Mr. WEEKS to state the exact
minute of the abduction and hanging of VINSON. WILKINS stated that
while he and WEEKS and SMITH were backed in an alley not far from
the Hospital, that they saw three unidentified white men emerge
from the basement of the Hospital with the victim where they
dumped him in an automobile and sped away, which was followed by
two or three more automobiles; that the automobiles had no license
plantes, and that he was unable to identify any individual in the
abduction party.

Mr. HAROLD MUNROE SMITH advised that he was the Apnouncer
and Manager for Radion Station KCMC, Texarkana, Texas; that he
had previously broadcast the news of the attempted assault by
VINSON on the white woman, and that sometime during the late evening
of July 12th, Mr,. ALFRED WEEKS, a reporter for the Texarkana Gazette
invited him to go with him. That WEEKS had related that he had re-
ceived an vanonymous telephone call earlier in the evening advising
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him to come to the Texarkana Hospital later on that night if he
wanted some information for a story. Mr. SMITH related that Mr,
WEEKS stated that he had received many bum tips before, but that
being a newspaper reporter, he decided to take no chances on not
heeding the anonymous telephone tip, Mr. SMITH related that he
backed himself, along with WEEKS and WILKINS, in his automobile

in an alley not far from Texarkana Hospital but in sight of the
building. That sometime shortly after midnight they could see
three men emerge from the Hospital carrying a colored man, while

a fourth man sat at the wheed of the automobile. That after placing
this colored individual into the automobile, the automobile speed-
ily dashed away, and that before he and WEEKS and SMITH could reach
this automobile with their car, two or three other automobiles

had been backed down the street in some position that they fed&l in
behind the car that was carrying VINSON. That they trailed the
lynching party for a few minutes until he was strung up to a cotton
gin winch by some white men whose identity or address he could not
give. That one o'clock was fast approaching, and that the United
Press Association press wire at their newspaper office closed at
one o'clock, and that they had to hurry back to town in order to
get the story on the one o'clock wire. That later, Mr, WEEKS
secured his camera and some film and returned to the scene of the
lynching, but that officers in the meantime had arrived on the scene
and cut the body down, and that Mr. WEEKS, the reporter, was unable
to secure any photographs of the victim,

Messrs. WEEKS, the reporter, WILKINS, the advertising sales-
man, and SMITH, the Radio man, declined to discusa the matter as to
why they did not tip off officers of the law earlier in the evening
that a lynching of VINSON was liable tec take place that night., They
related that thefr only interest in the matter was from a newspaper-
man's standpoint.

Information was had that Mrs. MARGARET MULLEN was on duty
at the Texarkana Hospital as Night Supervisor of Nurses. The follow-
ing voluntary signed statement was secured from her with reference
to her knowledge of the instant matter:
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"Texarkana, Texas
Avgust 5, 1942

I, Mrs. MARGARET MULLIN, make the following voluntary
statement to H. T. ARTERBERRY whom I know to be an
Agent of the Fedéral Bureau of Investigation.

I am & resident of Texarksna, Texas. I am a graduate
nurse. On July 13, 1942, I was on duty at the Texarkana
Hospital as Night Supervisor. A colred man whose name I
learned to be WILLIE VINSON, was in the colored Ward of
the hospital for treatment for gun shot wounds. He had
been brought to the hospital at four o'clock that morning
which was July 12, 1942. I had observed him & number of
times during the time he was there in the colored ward. .
I do not think he knew what was going on, I further state
that at about thirty minutes after midnight Sunday night
three unknown white men entered the colored ward and re-
moved WILLIE VINSON. I glanced at them as they passed by
me, but I did not recognize a single one. They did not
speak to me. In fact I paid them no mind since there was
a man in a dying condition on the third floor of the
hospital and many folks were coming and going in the
hospital to see this sick man. The colored nurse on duty
with me was in the kitchen at the time washing dishes.

She knew nothing of the affair until the men were ald gons.
The men were average size men and were not well dressed,

I had never seen them before I am sure. Neither did I see
how many automobile loads of people were in the mob., I
saw none of the automobiles.

Just as soon as I realized what had happened to the patient,
I called the Texas Folice Department. The police came to
the hospital but they had already gone. Sheriff MONROE P.
WATTS came by the hospital later but the men had already
left with the colored patient.

I know nothing fubther concerning this matter that would
assist in determining the identity of anyone in connection
with the abduction of the colored patient as aforesaid.

WITNESS MRS, MARGARET MULLIN
H.T.ARTERBERRY

Spl.Agt.F.B.1.-1200 Tower Petroleum

Building,Dallas, Texas,"

—]_2-
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It was ascertained from the Texarkana Hospital that
MILDRED ALEXANDER, a colored nurse, was on duty at the time VINSON
was abducted, and the following yoluntary signed statement was
secured from her, which is as follows:

nTexarkana, Texas
August 5,1942

I Mildred Alexander, make the following statement to
H.T.ARTERBERRY, who has told me that he was an agent
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I make this
statement voluntarily and without any hesitation

whateoever.

I am a graduate nurse and am enployed at the Texarkana,
Texas Hospital. I was working at the hospital on the
night of July 12, 1942, when WILLIE VINSON, a colored
man, was brought to the hospital for treatment for gun-
shot wounds. This man was unconscious at all the times
T saw him. I went off duty at Seven o'clock Sunday
monring July 12,1942, 1 then came back on duty at 11
o'elock Sunday night. WILLIE VINSON was still unconscious
At about ten to fifteen after midnight Sunday night I e
was in the kitchen at the hospital washing dishes, In a
short time Mrs. MARGARET MULLIN rang me and asked me
what those men were doing down there. I told her that
T did not know; that I was in the kitchen cleaning up
but that I would go around there and see, but when I
reached the colored ward I noticed that WILLIE VINSON,
the patient, was gone, There were two colored men

patients still in the werd.

I have no knowledge as to the identit) of any individual
who may have taken part in the abduction of the above

named WILLIE VINSON.

MILDRED ALEXANDER
WITNESS:
H,T.AR TERBERRY, SPL.AGT.F.B.I.,
| 1200 Tower Petroleum Building
| Dallas, Texas.”

=13=
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Information was had at the Texarkana Hospital that REBECCA
CALDWELL, 1207 Oak Street, Texarkana, Texas, a graduate nurse and
~an employee of long standing at the Hospital, was on duty on the
‘'night of ¥INSON's abduction, and the following signed voluntary
statement was secured from her touching her knowledge of instant
affair:

"Texarkana, Texas
August 6, 1942

I, REBECCA CALDWELL, 1207 Osk Street, Texarkana,Texas,
meke the following voluntary statement to H.T.ARTER-
BERRY who has advised me that he is an Agent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. I am a graduate nurse
and have been employed at the Texarkana Hospital for a
number of years, I was on duty at this hospital from
three o'clock till eleven o'clock P.M. on July 12,1942,
which was the date that a colored patient at the hospital
named WILLIE VINSON, was taken from the hospital by some
unknown persons and later hanged.

I further state that three white men came into the colored
ward where I was on duty. They looked at me but did not
speak. They then looked in the door where WILLIE VINSON
lay on a bed, but I never heard a word spoken. The three
men were medium sized men and appeared to be dressed in
khaki trousers and white shirts., They immediately left
the hospital. This must have been around ten o'clock F.M,.

I further state that Mr.ALFRED WEEKs, a newspaper reporter
for the Texarkana Gazette, came up to where I was sitting
at the desk and asked me how WILLIE VINSON was. He then
looked knto the room but immediately left the ward. I do
not know where he went. It must have been around ten
thirty o'clock P.M. when Mr,ALFRED WEEKS came into the
colored ward of the hospital.
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I further state that I went off duty at eleven P.M.
When I went off duty WILLIE VINSON appeared to be un—
conscious. I learned later that sometime after I wen%
off ‘duty this man was taken from the hospital by a mob.

REBECCA CALDWELL
WITNESS 1

H. T, ARTERBERRY
Spl.Agt.F.B.1.-1200 Tower Petroleum
Building, Dallas,Texas"

Information was had from the records of Texarkana Hospital
that another graduate nurse, Mrs. MYRTLE FINERN, 2008 West 9th
Street, Texarkana, Texas, was on duty on the night of instant
abduction of VINSON. Mprs. FINERN was interviewed at her home,
2008 West 9th St., Texarkana, Texas, but advised that she was so
frightened over the entire diair and was still in 2 highly nervous
state, that she disliked very much to discuss instant affair, but
would advise that she was a graduate nurse and had been employed
at the Texarkana Hospital since June of this year. That she went
on duty at the Hospital at 11 o'clock on the night of July 12,1942.
She related that she noted several men coming and going from the
Hospital that night, but that she paid no particular attention to
them since there was a male patient in a nearby room to her who
was in a dying condition and not expected to live throughout the
night. That it appeared to her that these men were friends and
relatives of the dying man, and that she made no effort to secure
names or description of any of these callers., She stated that she
heard a commotion after midnight in the colored ward; that she
started down the steps to the colored ward when she saw two or
three men leaving the colored ward. That she then dashed back up
stairs to the window and looked out and saw two men, as she re-
called, 1lifting the colored patient, WILLIE VINSQN, into thé back
of an automobile. That she did not know the color of the car,but
that it was a four door automobile of some kind. Mrs.FERERN stated
that she couldnot recall the way a single one of the men were
dressed. That she could not give a description of any manner what-
soever of anyone, except that they were white man. Mrs.FINERN was
asked if she was acquainted with Mr. ALFRED WEEKS, a reporter for
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the Texarkana Gazette, but advised that she did not know Mr.WEEKS,
and that she could not say whether he was in and out of the
Hospital earlier that evening or not.

Information was had from MILDRED ALEXANDER,nurse, and
REBECCA CALDWELL, that the only colored patients in the ward of
the Hospital at the time WILLIE VINSQN was abducted were JAMES
ALBERT SANDERS, an employee of GIFFORD-HILL Construction Company
who was still a patient at instant Hospital, and BAILEY McGOUGH,
122/, Willis Avenue, Texarkana, Texas.

, Reporting Agent interviewed JAMES ALBERT SA&DERS

» previously a patient in the colored ward of Texarkana, Tma,
; Hospital, who related that WILLIE VINSON appsared to him to be
in an unconscious condition during the entire day that he lay

_ in the ward. That he could hear an occasional groan, but that
he was unable to talk to them in any manner, SANDERS related
that he was aslup at the time VINSON was abducted, but was
awakened while they were leaving the ward with him. That only
one light was on in the ward, and that he did not get a very good
look at VINSON's abductors. That he believed that there were three
white men in the group, and he was positive there were two. He
further related that he was frightened on being awakened; that if
he could have been more collected he might have more information
to relate but that he would admit that he was greatly frightened
on awakening and finding that a fellow patient in that ward was
being removed by some men. SANDERS further stated that he could
not recall whether these individuals wore dress clothes, workmen's
clothes, khaki or whatnot. SANDERS further related that BAILEY
McGOUGH,1224 Willis &venue, Texarkana, Texas, was the only other
colored patient in the ward, but that he had long since left the
Hospital, and that he did not know his present whereabouts.

Effort was made to locate BAILEY McGOUGHE at 122 Willis
Avenue, Texarkana, Texas, but unable to do so at this time.
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: Mrs, CLYDE CURRY, H ousekeeper and Supervisor of
maids at Texarkana Hospital was interviewed and advised that
she was on duty at the Hospital on the night of instant
abduction. That she saw & group of men on numerous occasions
pass through the lobby of the night entrance of the Hospital,
but since a patient in the Hospital was at the podnt of death
and numerous friends and relatives were being permitted to
see him, that it never occurred to her that an abduction was
about to take place at her Hospital. She related that after
she had been apprised of the fact that an abduction was on,
that she became so frightened and jittery that she has no know-
ledge or recollection of anything that happened until about
two of three o'clock in the moming, when Sheriff MONROE P.
WATTS came out to the Hospital to interview her and conduct an
investigation relative to the abduction of instant VINSON.

. Dr. KARLTON KEMP,of the staff of Texarkana Hospital,
aocording to the Hospital reooujs, had treated VINSON earlier
in the evening, but had not been on duty for several hours _
prior to the abduction, and, consequently, could give no infor-
mation concerning instant abduction.

Mr. JACK N, RUNNELS, Chief of Police, Texarkana, Texas,
was interviewed and advised that instant shooting and abduction
and lynching of VINSON was not brought to his attention until
after the affair had been completed, when he was called at his
home at 1 or 2 o'clock in the morning and advised by his desk
sergant that a lynching had just taken place. Chief RUNNELS re-
lated that since the first offense, namely the assault with
intention to rape and the shooting of VINSON near Hooks,Texas,
was 19 miles from his jurisdiction, that he gave the matter no
thought or consideration concerning placing any guards at the
Hospital where VINSON was carried. That he considered the matter
purely a county and state affair, and that same was none of the
city's concern,

Information was had that some guards at the Red River
Ordnance Depot might have information concerning the forming of

-17=
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a mob at the scene of the shooting of VINSON 19 miles West of
Texarkana, bub investigation gonducted by Reporting Agent dis-
closed that aside from Iieutenant SAFFARD, the officer of the
day and Chief of Plant Protection, the only guard that could

ve located was 3 Mr. RAYMOND JONES. MNr. RATMOKND JONES was
_int.ewiewad by Beporting Agent at the office of the Chief of
Guards, Red River ‘Opdnance Depot. Mr. JONES related that after
VINSON had been shot near the entrance to their project, that
he saw groups of men standing about after the ambulance h

1eft for Texarkana with YINSON, but that there were no guards.
in yhe group, and that he recognized none of the defense workers
who may have gathered around as onlookerss

¥pr. SID C.LEE, County Attorney, Bowie County,Texas,

advised that Judge U.L. DOBSIE urged Bowie County Grand Jury
~to0 conduct an investigatinn of this affair, and that he, as
County Attorney, handled the matter vefore the Grand Jury &

few days following the sbduction and lynching of VINSON. - Mre

LB related that he could not divulge any information that was
given out in the Crand Jury Room, put stated that when the work
was completed, that & report was made to the Court that not
enough information coulid be had concerning the matter inguired
about which would warrant the finding ~f a true bill thereon. ™

Adent conferred with \y . WILLIAM V, BROWN, Mayor of

Texarksna, lexas, who advised that as a common rule he deplored
the practice of lynching, but that he made an exception in a case
of rape or attempted rape. That he realized thers was alvays &
chanke of executing an innocent man, which would be deplorable,
but that he found it extremely hard to waste any time or sympahby
on the victim of a 1ynching on & charge of rape. That the victim
usually goes out in the night time bent on mischief, and violating
the criminal laws of his State to satisfy a beastly Just upon a
helpless and unwilling victim, xnowing the enormity of his crime
and knowing the legal penalty yhich the statutory laws of his
State exact for such erimes That the rapest, with the xnowledre
that lynching for & crime of that kind is the "code of the south",
and that the statutory laws prescribe death for such an of fense,
that this individual proceeded to violate both the written and

-18-
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unwritten law; and if he loses he should not whine, since he
has forfeited not only the respect and sympathy of good white

people, but the good negroes as well,

Mayor BRO™ releted that he not only deplored the fact
that there was a lynching, but rather that there was a provo-
~ cation for the lynching. Meyor BROWN further related that he
~was not in sympathy with the Reporting Agent's investigation.,
That he did notoorder his Chief of Police to proceed to the
Texapkana Hospital to guard the victim, since he considered it
none of his legal business, and that he was not interested in
the victim anyway. ' : Aoty

There being no further leads or information which

appear that cen be secured &t this time concerning instant
‘affair, this case 1s hereby considered closed.

CLOSED

~19<
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September 18, 1942 .

O,

_ MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR,
FEDERAL BURPAU OF INVESTIGATION

Re: Unknown Subjects. William
Vinson ~ victim, Civil
[Rights and Domestic Violence

“This will acknowledge receipt of your memorandum
dated August 28, 1942, transmitting to the Criminal Division
© a copy of a report of Special. Asont. Arterberry omcorning
- the above-entitled matter.

The Criminal Division has noted on plaa 16 of
the ropcrt of Special Agent Arterberry that unsuccessful
efforts were made to locate and interview Bailey McGough.
It is requested that a further effort be made to interview
¥r, McOough, and that a report of that tntwrinbotﬂm-
mitted to the Criminal Division.

Respectfully,

SO

WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General

2 %/f'ﬂ',&% gt 8 astrc
P feke i pd o



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER *‘I’ ‘.’ )ig ’ S{TIAn.H

DIRECTOR
-

Federal Burean of Investigation
Hnited States Department of Iustice

MWashingtan, B, €.
pate: SEP 2 1947
Tos Assistant Attorney Ceneral Wendell Berge
From: J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigétion

Subject: Unknown Subjects
William Vinson, Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

There is attached hereto a photostatic copy of a news
item which appeared in "The People's Voice" dated July 25, 1942,
regarding the above captioned matter which is presently being
investigated by this Bureau.

The above is being furnished you for your information.

o

Vo 7 ,"‘.-"f“}
\ V/ :,e’rf / f’:x
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Tos Agsistant Attorney Ceneral Wendell Berge
Froms J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Subject: Unknown Subjects

William Vinson, Victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

There is attached hereto a photostatic copy of a news
item which appeared in "The Pecople's Voice" dated July 25, 1942,
regarding the above captioned matter which is presently being
investigated by this Bureau,

The above is being furnished you for your information.

Enclosure
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% YOU NAZIS ARE PRETTY GOOD
SBUT WE TEXANS DONT DO SO
L \BADLY OURSELVES !/

3(00 gadfarc[ jwind—Saééfeur; anc[ c[)ync/wrd

HERE IS NO DIFFERENCE between the saboteurs who landed along
the Atlantic coast and the Texas crackers who lynched Willie Vinson.
The aim of both groups was to sabotage democracy. Whereas one group

believed that nazism was a superior philosophy, the Texas heroes advo-
cated crackerocracy—THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE HERE EITHER. L

Following closely on the heels of the legal lynching of Odell Waller,
this illegal lynching is directly connected. Up until July 1 only one Negro
had been lynched in America—Cleo Wright in Sikeston, Mo. But when
on July 2 all of the Justices of America from the president of the Supreme
Court down turned a deaf ear on the Odell Waller case, the word got
around from one end of cracker land to the other—"Boys, it's lynching
time!”

Whenever in the course of justice there is a dual standard, one way
for white folks and another way for black folks, then the whole meaning
of justice is tossed out the window by the rabble. The Texans who lynched
Willie Vinson did it because they believed that all the Executive and
Judicial branches of the US Government would back them up. In this
they were absolutely correct. From the local peace officers in Texarkana

to the, Senate and the House of Congress, lynching is still not a crime.

Lynching is a sport for white folks. All the preachments of Buck, Willkie,
Agar and Company do nof matter a damn as long as the tobacco-chew-
ing, corn whiskey-drinking, Bible-pounding morons of the sub-standard
cracker land run this government. That's what's happening now. The real

‘e Cannot Be Bought”-EDITORIAL

POLICY. QF

minority in America is democracy. The majority philosophy is crackeroc-
racy.

Willie Vinson was suspected of attempted attack. He had not been
legally accused. He had not even been actually arrested. He had merely
been shot by the sheriff and then held for trial, but there was no trial. In
the meantime the farce of crackerocracy justice leans over backward in
Washington, D. C.

Here the government is now spending tens of thousands of dollars
trying to give a square deal to the nazi saboteurs. This is the old irony
of America—a square deal for all white folks, whether they be aliens,
refugees, criminals, morons, corrupt public officials or even enemy sabo-
teurs. The only deal that the Negro gets is the joker and it comes from
the bottom of the pile.

The saboteurs were out to blow up material America. Texas heroes
have blown up spiritual America. One billion three hundred million peo-
ple of the darker races are laughing up their sleeves at this thing called
democracy. A major victory has been scored by the axis, “deep in the

heart of Texas.”
s /£

THE PEOPLE’S VOICE—:*We 'Will Not Be Sold,”: |
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158260-71

United Retail, Wholesale and
Department Store Employees of America,
Local Nos m. CelaOsy

125 West 45th Street,

New York, New York,

Dear Sirs:

Attentions Alex Millstone,
President,

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
August 13, 1942, hy reference from the President, concerning
alleged acts of diserimination and violence perpetrated against
Negro citizens in this country.

By direction of the President of the United States,
the Department of Justice has been instructed to investigate
the alleged lynching of Willie Vinson in Texarkana, Texas, and

other lynchings,

The comments contained in your letter have been noted
and are appreciated, You are advised that this Department will
take prompt and vigorous action when such matters sppear to in-
volve a violation of some Federal criminal statute,

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General,

Ty Assistant Attww ﬂqnnul.

; WENDELL BERGE, |
’ SIGNED AND MaiLEp |
| YL F

AuL_ &:“" | L -
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Affiliated
United Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Employees of America
(ol (5 8
MKPKIONE 125 WEST 45th STREET NEW YORK CITY Biides Rarniatiion
Phone LAckawanna 4-5216—5217—5218 BERNIE ALTMAN
o e =1 /8 SAMUEL NESIN
Orgenizational Director RECELV - NATHAN SOLOMON
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LN August 13, 1942,
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt ""ﬁjinfLif;iifffb
White House HNRATION

I
I
LOUIS BASIS
| Washlngton, D.C. \ P ey
T /i
Dear Mr, President: 3 d
oeqrelary to the President
In view of the fact that the all-out effort to
win the war requires the highest degree of unity among
the American people, and in view of the fact that cer=-
| tain sinister race-hating elements in the South are
perpetrating acts of discrimination and violence against
| the negro people, the Executive Board of our Union, at
| 1ts meeting held on Wednesday, August 12th, requests
| that you again speak out against such acts of discrim-
ination,

Besldes bigoted appeals to race prejudice and
open deflance of your Executive Order banning dis=-
criminatlion in war industry employment, the campaign
has Included the beating of C.I.0. organizers and
| terrorization of white and Negro workers alike, The
lynching in Texas of Willie Vinson, the legal lynching
of Odell Waller in Virginla, the shooting of Private
Jessle Smith in Arizone, the brutal attack on Roland
Hayes noted Negro tenor, in Georgla and the threat of
the Governor of Alabama to call out the troops, are
some of the disgraceful incidents which have been part
and parcel of the whole anti-unity, race hatred cam-
palgn,

These acts are not in the interest of national
unity, and we therefore call upon you to use your good
offices to Investigate this situation so that an end
1s put to such disgraceful actions on the part of un-
American elements who are hindering the war effort,

Cordially yours, ?ngf_gméﬁéfi' ;7/

GS\WW\\K

Alex Millstone 5 _
uopwa/16 President ) E.kag];; ROTNER |
G123 A0 —— {
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WP Ha Rich:rduor :
2303 Dowling Street.
Houston, Texas 3

Dear llr. Rinhnﬁm:

Tb.in rill nclmawlodga rqcaipt of your lutt-or
dated August 8, 1942, by refersnce from the President, in
which the offieers and members of Loeal No. 75 C. 1.0, the
officers and members of Local No. 90 C.I.0., and officers
and members of the Third Werd Civic Club protest t.he ullcm
Lynclung of xﬁmc unaon, .'!'mrhm, Texas.

“FARI wﬁmwwmmﬂrtumua
States, tﬁ.mxumumh ‘instructed to
imaunh the alleged crime comnitted amt Willie Vinson,
‘4 Texarkana, Texas, and in the event such investigation =
~ ‘discloses a violation of some Federal ariui.ml m&utc, pmupt
-mmmihum ' ;

Respectfully, _
For the Attorney General

ety FENDRLL BERGE
A Assistant Attorney General
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Vv Y OR ACTENOT i D0 2303 Dowling Street
ﬁ(‘t o ANLY QONPL-J LELAL AN Houston, Texas
V- B AL e L) o Aemat 8, 1943
.r{/i’ ‘./' r #s L" =4 il Aas” =

Secretary wvo the Preaiden
in Delano Roosevelt, President
United States of America
Wanhington. De Ce

Dear Sir:

We, the officers and members of Local #75, C. I. O., officers and members of
Local #90, officers and members of the Third Werd Civic Club, and citigens
of Houston and Texas, do hereby protest the brutal and un-American practice
of lynching and specifically urge and demand that the power and influence of
your good office be used to see to it that the cowardly lynchers of Willie
Vincent of Texarkana be brought to jusbice and punished for causing this blot
upon the American ideals and principles of justice and fair play for all.

Our great nation is in a gigantic struggle against the forces of greed, hate,
and destruction. We are righteously prosecuting a war so that all men,
everywhere on the earth, shall be given a chance for life, personal security,
and human justice. Our nation is a lesder in this war; and, as such, cannot
afford to stoop to these disgraceful and fanatical infringements upon the
principles of law and order. Ve urge that the power and influence of our
Federal Government, including the Attorney General's office and F. B. I., be
made felt at Texarksna against the perpetrators of this diabolic act so that
the world may ¥mow that the principles for which we fight abroad may be vouch-
safed at home.

As American citizens you may depend on us in this great csmse for human free-
dom for all men. ,

Yours for an early reply, we are

Respectfully yours,
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| WASHINGTON, D.C., July 28—A delegation from

* the Negro Labor Victory committee on ¥Fri-

day asked Attorney General Biddle to take Immediate action to

punish lynchers of Willie Vinson in Texarkana, Texas. The

delegates also demanded the issuance of a proclamation by Presi- |

dent Roosevelt guaranteeing Negro citizens their rights in the
»

to the identity of the men.”

year-old William Vinson, but op-

TEXARKANA, U.SA., July 23—“There are no clues

This terse statement, delivered by Sheriff Monroe Watts,
late last week, officially “closed” the lynching case of 31-

- e

ened up the flood gates for waves

ther action. .
Vinson, who was taken from his

th-bed cot in the Texarkana
} early last Monday morn-
lynch-hanged by a small
use the woman who was
m of an attempted attack
e “looked like the man,”
e victim of a dreadful eight-
ordeal before the Grim
mercifully intervened.
WOULD

HAVE DIED

Ironically enough, the Texarkana
mob, in its vicious determination
to cheat justice and the law, beat
the orderly process of death by
less than 24 hours. Officials at
the hospital said it was unlikely
that Vinson would have lived
through Monday night.

Shot in the stomach Sunday
morning, when he attempted to
resist arrest, Vinson was moved
to the hospital. Mrs, Jayson Tal-
ley, who was the victim of the
attempted assault, told Sheriff
Watts that Vinson “looked like the
man.” It was this statement which
gave the mob its excuse for ac-

tion.

Throughout the “stealing” of
son from the hospital, his jour-
hrough the streets at the end|

ope tied to the bumper of

doomed man continuously pleaded
his innocence.

DAILY DENOUNCES

LYNCH MOB

In a scathing editorial, The Tex-
arkana Gazette said in p.
ror in judgment probably
minimum that ean be said
iff Watts' failure to pro
armed guard . . .

“In a statement Mond
sheriff said he had not p
guard at the hospital beca
was not certain the Negro had
made the attack upon the woman.
That would appear to be all the
more reason why such a guard
should have been established, It
was generally believed that the
wounded Negro was the woman’s
assailant, and rumors that a
lynching was in prospect were||
current early Sunday night.

“‘Thorough investigation,” now|
sald to be in progress, probably
will come to naught, as such in-
vestigations in such cases usually
do. It is locking the door after
the horse is stolen.

(Editor’'s Note: This fact has
been provem by sheriff’s state-
ment.)

[

o el bl

“The killing of this Negro
premeditated murder, and as s
demands the attention

obile, and his eventualimits a crime is no lice
m the winch of a cot- other men to commit
loading platform, the'crime.” f
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WB=FGF, Jr.' 318
158260-71

August 5, 1942

Governor of Texas
Lulﬁn,m

lrdur&oﬂms ;
B Ihnmrwdhhﬂ,l‘uz,hwmm
uwn.zm,mwsmmumu :
- taken by the prosecutive authorities of the State of Texas

mmmmormm-rnnuvm, hm,
Texas. :
make an immediate investigation of such lynchings because

of the disruptive effect they have on public morale.
mmmo&mnummtuu-

M : hﬂmimupdwdmmw

! -nunnmt.mmnm-umm
results of this Ma‘um when it has been completed.

ﬁ'ithundrqnm,
suomlrym, .

Attorney General
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h EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
COKE STEVENSON AUSTIN, TEXAS

SGOVERNOR

July 27, 1942 .

Honorable Francis Biddle 4;; S
The Attorney General oo ¥ Yo
Washington, D. C. < e

Dear General Biddle:

Prior to the receipt ofyour letter I had
condemned the action at Texarkana which resulted in the
death of Willie Vinson. I pointed out in a public
statement that all of us deplore mob violence of any
kind or character, and that the right of trial by jury
1s the Palladium of civil liberty.

Since receiving your letter, I have kept
in touch with the authorities at Texarkana and I am
assured that they will do all that is possible to
apprehend the parties who were responsible for the
death of Willle Vinson. It is regrettable that such
incidents occur. It is more regrettable that certain
members of the Negro race from time to time furnish
the setting for mob violence by the outrageous crimes
which they commit. I think if a white man had committed
the crime which I am told that Willie Vinson was gullty
of, that the cltizens would have lynched him. Certainly
that does not justify mob violence, but it does
1llustrate that the Negro race is not the target in a
lynching of this character. :

You may be assured that the State authorities
will be diligent in the prosecution of those who
instigated this lynching if they can be apprehended.

With kindest regards, I remain

T ot Sincerely yours,

o w8 S5 Go-

JUL 81 (944

Coke Stevenson
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RB:1ELASVEP

158260-T1 August 3, 1942

My, Charlie Hoore

617 North Second Street
Room 902

Kilweukee, Wisconsin

Dear 8irs

Thie will ac:nowledge receipt of your letter dated
July 23, 1942, by reference from the President, im which you
d.scuss the alleged ¥gnching of Willie Vinson in Texzrkana,
Texas, and the agseult >n Holsnd Hayes in Georgla,

By direction of the President of the United Stntes,
this Depsrtment hag been instructed to ilnvesiigsate the al-
leged lynching of ¥illie Vingon. You are assured that in the
event such investigstion discloses & violetiom of some Federal
Statute, prompt prosecutive actiom wlll be tokens

¥ith reference to the agsault on Mr, Hayes, you will
be pleased to *now thet the Attorney General hes directed that
vhen such mstters appesr to Lnvolve & vioclation of some Federal
Statute, investigstion shall be immedistaly undertaken, looking
towsrd prompt and vigorous prosceutive aotion,

Respectfully,

For the Attorney Genersl

WENDFLL BERGE
Agsistant Attorney Genersl
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July 28, 1942
FQE;(:EZ\\/EiE)
Department of Justice i s AGAD
Washington, D.C. UL aike="

N

CRIMINAL DIVISIO

Gentlemen:

We, the children of Camp Wo-Chi-Ca would like to bring to your
attention the brutal lynching of Willie Vinson, a 31 year old Ne@ro
worker living in Texarkana, Texas. We feel that this incident was™.
a serious violation of all that democracy stands for.

Mob-law, resulting in lynching 2 man who has not been tried
and found guilty in legal court, is not only a violation of
democratic principles, but a direct violation of the Constitution
of the United Siates of America. Whether he was guilty or not is
of no importance, for the truth would have been brought tvo ligasv, and
if zuilvy, he would have received just punishment.

In precarious times such as these, where not only our country
and its ideals are at stake, but where the entire world gnd every-
thing that is right depends on unity among countries, races, and
religions, such incidents are destructive to our all-out war effort.

We feel that definite steps should be teken that all persons
fesponsivle for tais or any other such crime should be duly :
punisghed.,

Resgpectfully yours,

foggrq of CAMP WO-@HI-CA

/3820071 |
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICGF

JUL 30 1942 AM.
DIVISIUN QF RECORDS

CRIM. DIV, - ROTNEM
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Attorney General Biddle
Washington, D.C.

RESOLUTION PASSED AT THE MEETING OF
THE YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE
JAIAICA. “0’. :

Whereass

In this totel war against the Axis forces the denial of liberty and wiwil

rights to any minority gfoup in the country is a blow against the Allied
war effort and uma %o create disunity,

Whereas:.

The Negro people heve proven by the heroie¢ actions of the Dorie Millers, the
Joe Louis', their wholeehearted support of the fight against fascism.

Therefore Be It Rewolved that the ohings of Jessie Smith, Willie Vinson,
and the legal lynching of Odell Waller, is the work of fifth colummist in
this country, hindering the national unity of the people. We demand these
traitors be brought to justice, We demand the passage of the AntieLyneh
Bill end Anti-Poll tax Bill.

260~ 771
Copy of Resolution sent to Att. Gep. Biddle, ’. rHPH?TMtr\T OF JusTty Ctﬁﬁ"
. : il q{:} 1C} 9 A I"’ i
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WBsELAsMAL

July 30, 1942

Miss Minmnie M. Phipps

Attorney at Law
Port Worth, Texas,

Dear Miss Phipps:

'This will acknowledge receipt of your
letter of July 25, 1942, protesting the alleged
lynching of Willie Vinson in Texarkana, Texas.

- By the direction of the President of
the United States this Department has been in-
structed to investigate this alleged crime, You
are assured that in the event such investigation
discloses a violation of some Federal eriminal
statute, prompt prosecutive sction will be taken.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General,

WENDELL BERGE,
Assistant Attorney CGeneral,




" L

...ss and patfern number.
3 ' Pl =ad
| et - . MINNIE M. PHIPPS
fin 5 - ATTORNEY AT LAW
Lynching to Be Probed FORT WORTH, TEXAS
' WASHINGTON, July 24—Attor- 758-Bth, Avenue
ney General Francis Biddle an- July 25, 1942
~ nounced Friday that he. had ordered i {
the FBI to conduct an investigation }-,{* _;‘_~(-~ - _
into the lynching of William Vinson, ECE W\ * 5
a negro, by a mob at Texarkanaj ]
Texas, on July 20. : Bz N -
Hm I “UL 28 194 RS
[v ' “RIMINAL pivie

The above news story appeared in the Fort Worth Ster-
Telegram, down in an isolated corner between two ads,
It was piaceﬂ in the lower left hand corner of the
sheet,

I hope this investigatjon will be more then an expendi-
ture of the government s money., Why go ahead with these
investigations when nothing is ever done about them,

when southern senaétors will vote against an anti-lynching
bill, and southern newspapers will hardly carry the
stories about an investigation., Of course, the story
about the lynching appeared as a rather long story on

the front page.

I am & southern white woman, I was born in Texas forty
five years ago, bainf the third generations born in the
state of Texas, but can not stomach these things,
Every time it happens ¥ turndéathly sick,

I hardly think it would tzke more than one case of
punishment for these law violaters, the lynchers,

to put a stop to this heinous outrage to decent
society., It must be possible to do something about it,

Yours very truly,

w!
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?fff,;fl;.;?3;f;:‘ﬁ_ : Milwaukee, Wisconsin |
v/ . "l’“f o { I.}._:: ,-\I,..'._-L’ {ij J-uly 23' 1942 |

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the United States
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

All Americans who want to win the war are shocked and
horrified by the recent attacks upon the Negro people, such as
the lynch-mrder of Willie Vinson in Texarkana and the beating
of the great tenor, Roland Hayes, in Georgia.

The ending of such attacks which aid Hitler and hurt
America as much as the activities of spies and saboteurs is a
prime necessity for winning the war. Only, as Arierica gives
full equality to Negro citizens, can America win the full
respect and honor of the people of India, Egypt, and all
co}oniea.
S

/ As a military necessity for defeating Hitler we urge:

\ 1. The death penalty for the lynchers of Willie Vinson.

2., Passage of the anti-Lynching bill and the anti-
Poll Tax bill,

3. Establishment of a mixed army, ending segragation
of Negroes in the Army.

4, Full enforcement of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and
Fifteenth Amendments.

We Milwaukeeans, gathered in Liberty Hall in protest against
lynchings and attacks on Negroes, support you, our Commander=in=
Chief, wholeheartedly, All actions you take to end the erimes of
lynching and fim Crowism will have ‘the full backing of all real
Americans,

Yours very truly,

Charlie Moore =Ty /(] - / /
Chairman ‘/ MO e TS T
o ks G TDEPARTMENY T M
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WBs ELAs VEP
158260-71 August 3, 1942

Citizen Evelyn Friend
53 Hamilton Terrace
‘New York City

Dear Madam:
?hia lrill acknowledge receipt of your letter

21, 1942, by reference from the President, in
discuse the alleged lynching of Willie Vinson

31 the direction of the Pregident of the United
States, this Department has been instructed to investigate
this alleged crime. You are assured that im the event such
investigation discloses a violation of eome choral Statute,
"proupt pnnnﬂ'n action vﬂl be taokens

A _Bé_speoﬂ‘my, _
.. For the Attorney General

WENDELL BFEGE :
Assistant Attorney General

\ P Immmw e i _AUG é ‘84
;'.-t,. f i ' ‘:.I.:-_. ED AND MAI i{'u it 2
t i\ g / s AUG 8 194

1/ \ DIVISION OF RECORDS
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. NOTICE

PLEASE DO NOT
REMOVE THIS SLIP
FROM THE ATTACHED
CORRESPONDENCE
SINCE IT IS A
PERMANENT PART
OF THE RECORD.

DIVISION OF RECORDS

CRIM DIV. - ROTNEM
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WBy ELALHAL
~ 168250-71

July 80, 1942

- ummwmmmwm '
uum States, ¢hils Department has beun inetruce

:mtoinmmtmadhgﬁmn You are

agewrad that ia the évent suoh imvostigubion dise
- _closos & viclation of soume Pederal eriminal

;mtuu, pronpt miﬂ t&tim w!}.l be m

hﬂynﬁtllg, E
| For the Attomey Gemeral,
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WB:ELA :ﬁlv
158260-71 _ August 3, 1942

40-16 73rd Street s
Jackson Heights, Lang Island
New York, New York S

Dear Nr. M‘y’

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of :
_ M{; s 1942, by reference from the President, with reference
to the alleged lynching of Willie Vinson'in Texarkana, Texas.
In your letter you also ask that discrimination against
- Negroes in employment be abolished, and that the Anti-Lynch
. and Anti-Poll Tax bills be enacted. : ¥ g

T By the direction ot.tho President of the United ..
~ States, this Department has been instructed to investigate
the alleged crime committed against Willie Vinson, You are :
assured that in the event such investigation discloses a viola-
tion of some Federal Criminal Statute, prompt prosecutive action
tion, both of those bills are matters for legislative attention.
‘Accordingly, it is suggested that you write to your Congressman
and advise him of your views regarding the bills,
| . . . § 7 umc & ’ '] -
j/é s | For the li_tonﬂy General

o ! Assistant Attorney General
{
!3 E&_.“.-. % : 1

b SIGNED :

ULy P ‘




* NOTICE

PLEASE DO NOT
REMOVE THIS SLIP
FROM THE ATTACHED
CORRESPONDENCE
SINCE IT IS A
PERMANENT PART

OF THE RECORD.

DIVISION OF RECORDS
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WB:FQF :XRS

158260-71 July 30, ; 1942

lr, Walter Nelson
- 40 South 12th Street
Newark, New Jersey

noar Ir. llolnm

rh.ts will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
July 15, 1942, protesting the anaged lynching of Willie
Vinson in Texarkana, Texas.

: "Bythediroctimofth-mudmtotmmtd_

. States this Department has been instructed to investigate
this alleged crime. You are assured that in the event
such investigation discloses a violation of some Federal
cri.niml mtut.o, pro-pt pru-cut:lw action will hu hktn.

For the Attorney General

#ENDBLL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General
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OF THE RECORD. | 3]
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MbLynches
ilnjhred Man

Negro Was Accused
Of Criminal Assault

TEXARKANA, Tex. WURP—Willie
Vinson, 25, Negro, accused of at-
tempted criminal assault, was
lynched yesterday by a mob which
dragged him behind a speeding auto-
mobile to the edge of town and
hanged him from a cotton gin winchs

Police said Vinson, who was suf-
| fering from critical abdominal gun-
|shot wounds inflicted during his
| capture Sunday, may have died be-
| fore he was hanged.

Mrs. Margaret Mullin, night
supervisor, reported Vinson's abduc-
tion from the Texarkana hospital
by three men about 12:30 Sunday
morning. The three took the moan-
ing Vinson to a waiting automobile,
she said.

Police said the abduction car ap-
| parently was joined by two others
|loaded with 12 men, and that the
three cars stopped a mile from g
hospital to'tie Vinson to o
then continued to the cott
the edge of the city.




stery good. All yours

FOID 1936 Station Wagon—Capacify
eight passengers. Has a g=od
motor, good tires, a inor aeat
here or there and fan'ly go¥ fin-
ish., Take it “As Is" for $17% or
§60 down, balance monthly, 3¢

Always a goodly number

If the one you want is
we may have it in stock.

MALLON SUBUR

THE EAST ORA
445 MAIN ST, E

Open Evenings Until 1

12TH ST. & CENTRAL AVE. 1
NEWARK

901-917 CLINTON A

5 Low Price Specials 5]
37 o Trank: raaio S1TS

a4 PACKARD 6"
}7 4-Door Sedan
L) CHEVROLET
36 4-Dr. Trunk; Radie
FORD
2-Door Trunk Sedan

ERS TO SELECT FROM




' WB1 ELAs VEP

158260-71 August 3, 1942 |

L}

‘Miss Gertrude Hairston
1309 Dauphin Street
New Orleans, Louisiane

Desar Madam:

i A This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
dated July 13, 1942, Ly reference from the President, con-
cerning the alleged lynching of Willie Vinson in Texarkana,
Texas. : # ;

By the direction of the President of the United
States, this Depertment has been instructed to investigate
this slleged crime. You are assured that in the event such
- investigation discloses & violation of some Federal Criminal
- Btatute, prosecutive action will be taken,

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

WENDELL BFRGE
hssistant Attorney General
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THE NEW OR

| Texarkana
Negro Is
Lynched

Attempted Rape
Suspect Hanged

Near City By Mob
TEXARKANA, Tex. July 13.—
[ (lP)—Sheriff Monroe Watts said
that Willie Vinson, 25-year-old |
[ Negro suspected of .the attempted |
|rape of a white woman, was taken
[from a hospital by a group of men
and hanged early today to a winch
at a cotton gin outside the city.
Watts said the condition of the
| Negro’s body indicated it had been
dragged behind an automobile be-
fore being hanged, but there were
no bullet wounds other than one
|received when Vinson was cap-
| tured early Sunday morning in a
| cafe where he was employed.
| Tentatively Identified
Vinson had been tentatively
|identified by the woman involved. |
| The sheriff declared he had in-
vestigated the lynching but had
{ made no arrests and had no clues.
“The nurses in the hospital
didn’t get a good look at them,
{it happened so quickly,” he said.
“Nobody seems to know who they
were.” |
Vinson was employed as a dish-
L| washer in the cafe. |
The attempted rape was the
[third in this eommunity this
| month. |
Two other Negroes had been
| picked up as suspects in yester-
{day’s rape attempt and were placed |
in the Boston, Tex., jail. Watts |
declared they would probably be
|released as the woman said neither
looked like the man who had mo-
|lested her. .
| Dragged From Ped !
| The woman, wife of a worker in
an ordnance plant, was reported
dragged from her trailer—camp
| bed early Sunday by a Negro who |
clapped his hand across her mouth.
|She was sleeping besjde hen 19-
jmonth-old son. Her husband was |
at work. X, 4
The sheriff said the woman be- |
| gan screaming when her assailant |
| tried to drag her to a wooded sec— |
tion. She wrenched free, Neigh- |
bors ran out and the Negro fled. |
They chased him dowh the streeti
into a cafe, the sheriff related,
[where a fight fdllbwld. Vinson,
the sheriff said, picked up a
butcher knife and one of the men
in the cafe shot him in the
stomach. ‘
Negro Hospitalized |
“The Negro,” he added, “was|
| taken to a hospital. Today a little
{after midnight some fellows came
|into the hospital. Vinson was on |
{a lower floor, like a basement. I|
fdon’t know how many were in‘
the party or how many cars they
had, but only three went into the
[ hospital. The men weren’t masked |
or armed.” |
Nurses notified officers. Sheriff |
Watts said he went to the cotton |
gin and cut the body down, “1t |
looked like it had been dragged|
behind an automobile for a little |
way, but it hadn’t been shot or |
burned,” he said. |
The sheriff said he took the
woman to the hospital yesterday tol
look at the Negro and quoted her |
|as saying that “he looked like the |
| man.” !




—Acme Teieph
trial of eight Nazi saboteurs a
gaboteurs were landed from suk
coast. They are on trial for the

onkey Shines
With Citizens

was scampering about inside the
5| shop ~and {inally made 'his way
; | through 'a transom. From there, he
jumped onto a balcony and ran
through a hallway, stopping only
when he had gained the compara-




Service Unit

File 158260-71

Mr. Nelson:

- The enclosed newspaper clippings refer to the
lynching of Willie Vinson in Texarkana, Texas.

All are to be filed in the case folder and
have been marked " file ™,
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JLORED AMERICANS (600,000 of them here i etropolita rea) had f he war
to think of ways and means to fight t lack of dema vy at home I'wo lynchings, brutal and gruesome as-ever, caused
millions to wonder about what we really : 3 ing for I' his is a pict of the lynchings in Texas and Arizona. Inste

abroad
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One Lynching in Six Months

Tuskegee Institute’s half-vear report
on lynchings in 1942 can find only one
lynching to record, that of a Negro
in Missouri who was suspected of crim-
inal assault. A reported lynching in
Texas is still under investigation.

Only two beétter records in the first
six months of a year have ever been
reported. Tuskegee could find no |
lynchings in the first half of 1940 and |
none in the first half of 1938. Before |
1940 had run its course, however, Tus- §
kegee had recorded five lynchings, and
before the end of 1939 it had recorded |
six, Something like” this may have to |
be recorded for the whole of 1942 as |
the lynching of a Negro in Texarkana, {
Tex., on July 13 suggests.

Another question is worth keeping in
mind. This good record of one lynch-
ing in the first six months of 1942 was
made when the United States was at
war. What happened in the World
War period? For the years 1914, 1915
and 1916 the number of lynchings re-
corded by Tuskegee was, respectively,
92, 67, 54. But in 1917, when for the §
last nine months of the year the United. |
States was at war, the numbemdropped |
to 38, a striking improvement for that
period.

Then in 1918 the number rose sharp-
ly to 64, and in the post-war year of
1919 it rose again to the highe figure of
83. After 1919 the curve turned down-
ward again, |

Many attempts have been made to
explain these striking changes of a
marked improvement in the first year
of the World War, a marked deteriora-
tion in the second year and an even
worse record in the post-war year. But
aside from some theorizing about na-
tional concentration on the war in the
first year and national restléssness
after the war, the speculation has never
produced definite conclusions.

The pattern of those years suggests
that we may have more lynching
trouble as we march deeper into the
war., But that itself is merely some-
thing to "watch. In the meantime,
there is solid ground for encourage-
ment in the striking improvement that
has taken place between the two wars.
The country was encouraged by the de-
cline in lynchings to 38 in 1917, It has
immeasurably more reason for encour-
agement in the record for the first
half of 1942.
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Marcantonio
Presses Fight

On Lynchers

Pointing to the lynching of Willie
!Vinson in Texarkana, Texas, last
| week, as the work “of that small
| handful of saboteurs of our democ-
racy who are responsible for wave
upon wave of terrorism against the
Negro people,” the  International
Lahor Defense, in an open letter |

from its president, Congressman Vito Vinson wete Iatle kriomwn. il
£ g g it C 2
P ] g ernor was called upon to insti-

Marcantonio, fo President Roosé-ftyte an immediate investigation |
velt called upon him “as the Com-fleading to the apprehension and
mander-in-Chief of our embaitled| punishment of the criminals re-|
people to speak out now, clearly,|sponsible, '
spelling ont the abe’s of unity for| Congressman Marcantonio’s letter;_
Victory, in a formal order againstito the President was based upon|
Jim-Crow, discrimination, segrega-{the recent executive statementi
tion, terrorism, the tools of the Axis| (July 11) “giving a point by point
against our unity for Victory.” lclarification of the position of the

The letter to President Roose-|Government on the employment of |
velt followed immediately upon pro-|aliens . .. a clear and unmistakable,
test action taken by the ILD to the!courageous and effective attack
governor of Texas as soon as thejupon such disunifying factors as
gruesome facts of the lynching of|diserimination.”




am sure it will be a huge suc-

“Relief must soon come to the
valiant Russian Fighters and con-
sistent with proper military strat-
egy, a second front should be
tablished with all possible speed.

es-

That second front should be three-|
from the||

sea
ot 1Y

dimensional—from the
air, from the Iand. Maintenance
of supply lines will be difficuli but
not insurmountable. In the words
of Tom Paine, ‘These are times that
try men’s souls.’ And just as Amer-
ca rose to the occasion in the dead
and desolate winter of 1776, so
again America will prove its mettie
- O

; 5
rireeted @y
Marking the beginning of
yrating the Republie of Columb
LaGuardia yesterday welcomed

{}[ Colombia at City Hall.
] ‘10 \\ m‘im n H( m1-ph ere

South Afrie

slect

-!}Laﬁmr e

Negro War Aid

teen thousand

white South African trade union-|
ts, representing the Cape Federa-

tion ef Labor Unions, recently voted|
unanimously in support of resolu-|
tions  calling for the immediate|
arming and full military training|
of Africans as well as for admis-

Negro ancif
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EXARKANA, Ark.
f _\1.'_\5—,\-.~.n Wa
| Tuesday that the lynchi
lie” Winson, 25-vear-old
er,. was committed by
known. No arr
and the o¢
closed with the
scarred remains,

ere he
several

from

young child He
omach .by one

ged hin

Sheriff said the mobbis
came to the hospital unmasked
shortly after midnight and
went in an removed Vinson from

ig cot as nurses looked on, W
son's body was found sometime
later dangling fromi a rope on the
winch at a cottc gin ou

the city. "He » hore cuts
bruises i

| been dragged behind an automo-
bile before he was hanged,
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The Texas Lynching

The Texarkana (Texas) Gazette is to
be congratulated for having demanded a
grand jury investigation of the lynching
in that city Sunday night of a Negro ac-
cused of attempting to rape a young war
plant worker’s wife.

There are indications that the Ga-
zette’s demand, like so many others be-
fore it, will fall upon unwilling ears. We
hope we are wrong about that, but the
signs are familiar., Neither the sheriff,
who failed to provide a guard for the ac-
cused as he lay critically injured in
hospital, nor any of the nurses at the
hospital, can now “remember” what the
mob leaders looked like, though the latter

We have said before, and we say it
again: This is Texas’ responsibility. Texas
does not want a federal antilynch. law.
The most reasonable answer to the recur-
rent demands for such a law is not a fili-
buster by Texas congressmen, but a defi-
nite indication on the part of Texas
authorities that they can handle such sit-
uations themselves.
| Some of our readers may ask why, if
'we regard this as Texas’ responsibility,
The Sun interests itself in its solution.
The answer is that we are fighting a war
to destroy a system of government which
condones murder without trial; we are
fighting that war, not as an agglomera-
tion of 48 states, but as 132,000,000 united
people, joined with hundreds of millions

f other peoples throughout the world
fho believe as we do.

Texas’ problem is the problem of the

nited Nations. Let Texas speedily
nd the rent in the United Nations first
of defense!
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Negro and White
Delegation Off
For Washintgon

A delegation of Negro and
white wrade unio.aists left yester-
day for ¥Washington with an ap-
peal to President Roosevelt and
Atteiney Genera! Biddle to take
immediate and decisive action in
the lynching in Texas Monday
of Willie Vinoem, 25-year-old
Negro 1estaurant worker.

The delegation was expected
to be augumented in Washington
by members of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement
of Colored People.

_______——-—-—‘—"_-_____




| ‘usenuing one million organized |
| workers in New York state ex- |
| Press to you the most vigorous |
| and unqualified support of the |

| Tecent agreement between our |}

| country, Great Britain and the |
Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lies for the opening of the second
front on the continent of Europe |
and urge that such a front be |
| orened immediately, and the full
| military strength and power of |
the United Nations be launched
| and concentrated at this critical |
| time in werld history against the |




W.

N.

A large audience, mainly Negroes and most of them

ctive trade unionists, applau

ded Clifford T. McAvoy, legis-

ative director, Greater New York Industrial Union Council,
210, Wednesday night when he denounced the Texas lynch-
ing Monday as “plain, simple and unadulterated Nazism.”

“The fight to bring Willie Vin-
son's murderers to justice is a fight

*

to unify the people of the United|

until
he murderers are punished, we
re headed for defeat in this anti-
scist war.”

Mr. McAvoy was principal speak-
er at a mass meeting called at the
Renaissance Casino, 138th St. and
Seventh Ave., by the Negro Laboj
Victory Committee and the Na
tional Conference of Negro Yout
to do something about the Ilynct
ing of 25-year-old Willie Vinsor
Negro restaurant worker.

MeAvoy said the fight to brin
Vinson's murderers -to justice ws
“the fight of all Americans an
not of the Negro people alone.
The CIO, he pledged, “will continue
to fight side by side with the Ne-
gro people, until complete eco-
nomic, political and social equality
has been achieved.”

Referring to the war, the CIO
representative pointed out *“two
sources of treachery in the United
States today; those who would un-
dermine our confidence in the So-
viet Union . . . and fasecist forees,”
in this country, making attacks on
the Negro people and thus trying
to destroy national unity.

Some of the hbest speeches were
made, spontaneously, by persons in
the audience.

The meeting adopted a  resolu-
|tino ecalling on President
velt “to issue a proclamation de-
fining the citizenship rights of
Negro Americans,” asking “the
governors of the 48 states and the
|mayors of our cities.to issue like

we keep up that fight

| proclamations,” and ordering
|federal agencies to take swift
appropriate action to safeguard
(the rights of Negro Americans.

The trade union character®* of the
meeting was further emphasized in
{the large number of telegrams
pledging support of powerful
| locals.

Mrs. Dorothy K. Funn,
senting the Negro Labor Viectory
Committee, and Miss Ruth Jett,
the National Council of Negro
Youth, were joint chairmen of the
1eeting.

repre-

of

Roose- |




State CI0

For Immediate ____._ ...

The Executive Bﬂdld of the \ew 1011{ State Industrial
Union Council, CIO, in session at the Hotel Pennsylvania
today telegraphed President Roosevelt to urge the imme
diate opening of the Second Front against Hitler.

The wire was signed by Gustav Strebel, president, and
Harold Garno, secretary, of The.' o

Vichy Issues

Threat to U. S.
And Britain

VICHY, July 16 (UP).—Chief of
povernment Pierre Laval demanded
oday that Britain release the nine
french warships interned at - Alex-
ndria since '1940 and he  warned
Britain and the United States that
ny attack on them might result
1 ‘“grave consequences.”

In a note to Washington at-

bmpting to place the blame on

‘esident Roosevelt if anything

g = 5 appens to the ships, Laval was
forces the final blows necessary {'cpm‘t.eri to have sald: “Il_l 1‘ef’u'i.-
to bring victory to the embattled ing the French government's right
peoples of the world.” to demand repatriation of the
|ships, and exposing the ships to

o attack by British forces. Roose-
Axns Quh Setﬁa ety 5 :

| assumes a responsibility the
T £ |extreme gravity of which the
l-"’ 2 Shll’ “ﬁre [French government 'again desires
In Gulf Attack |bo. stress.”
(In London, the authoritative
British Press Association, said Brit-
|ain would refuse urnder any cir-

An Axis submarine operating

| close to shore in the Gulf of Mexico cumstances to permit the warships

torpedoed antl set afire a medium-|to fall into Axis hands or control.

«17nd United States cargo vessel at|The reference to passing under en-

anchor July 9, killing 27 men, thj 'em,\' control presumably means the
{ships would not be permitted to|
| fall into the hands of the Vichy
government.)

Thousands in
‘rance Rallied
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ANOTHER FORM OF SABOTAGE

Another southern town, thru the lynching of a negro, has
given aid and comfort to our nation’s enemies. Substituting
mob rule for orderly procedures of justice is nothing less than |
sabotage against the principles of democracy and the com- |
munity or group that engages in such practice is serving the |
Axis powers whether they know it or not. Dr, Goebbels will
be quick to grab this latest lynching as proof that we do not
practice what we preach in our national constitution; that,
while we condemn Nazi mass executions, we permit mob ex-
ecutions in our own land, with the vietim being subjected to
tortures as well as denied the right of trial by jury guaran-|
teed in our bill of rights. Nor will the Japanese be slow in us-|
ing this fresh ammunition in its propaganda bombardments |
of the Orient. The Japs have long been telling ALL the col- |
ored peoples of the Far East, including China and India, that |
they “can not expect any justice from the people who rule|
the United States,” peinting especially to our discrimination
against the negro,. Texarkana, Texas, should go into sack-
cloth and ashes in shame and repentance over this erime that |
has been committed by a portion of its people. It is a double
offense in that it is a violation of our own laws and gives aid
to our country’s enemies. |

While on the matter of racial discrimination, we are moved |
to protest against a certain law that prohibits Chinese crews
that come to our ports from enjoying shore leave such as is
granted sailors of white races. China is one of our most val-|
uable and valiant allies, and enlightened self-interest, if not |
simple justice, requires that we cease such discrimination. |

It’s about time for Americans to awake to the fact that |
indulging in racial, religious and class discriminations, we are |
aiding the enemy and weakening our own cause and the cause |
of democracy everywhere,
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TEXARKANA, A
masked mob of Wil i
this poll tax city of the
week entered a public Zospit
dragged out 25-year-old Willie Vin-
son, Negro worker and hanged

him.

Vinson was in the hospital being
treated for a bullet wound inflict-
ed by one of a group of white

men who claimed he “looked like §
the man” they sought in connec- |
tion with “an-attempted rape on |

a white woman”.

The men claimed that Vinson |

picked up a butcher knife -as they
entered the cafe, and they had to
shoot him. After he was taken to
the hospital, the mob added to its
number, entered the hospital and
dragged the suffering man from
his bed, hauled him outside and
ihanged him to the winch on. a
cotton gin, with no apparent in-
terference from the' gheriff or state
| officials.

' ' The sheriff claisas h= investi-
| zated the case “but “made no ar-
rests and had no clues’,
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Error in judgment probably is the minimum that
might be said of Sheriff Watts’ failure to provide an
armed guard, over the wounded negro who was
taken from a Texarkana hospital Sunday night and
murdered by a group of men thus far unidentified.

The negro was suspected of having made an

X upon a white woman, but it had not beejy
ely proved that he had committed that off
Even if he had been known definitely td

2 the a nt, this negro was entitled to the pro-

tection of the law and to a fair trial in court.

In a statement Monday the sheriff said he had
not placed a guard at the hospital because he was
not certain the negro had made the attack upon
the woman. That would appear to be all the more
reason why such & guard should have been estab-
lished. It was generally believed that the wounded
negro was the woman's assailant, and rumors tha;

“Thorough investigation” now said fo be in pro-
probably will come to naught, as such investi- |

ns in such cases usually do. It is locking the

* the horse is stolen.

1e killing of this negro was premeditated mur-
der, and as such demands the attention of the grand
jury. Because one man commits a crime is no
license for other men to commit another crime. '
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e eIIeCrIve qate [+ 4
the price ceiling on beef and veal
carcasses and wholesale cuts, -as
it affects non-slaughtering sellers,
until July 20. The previous eifec«
tive date was Monday.

The deferment was allowed be-
cause non-slaughtering merchan-
disers will, for the most part, be
selling beef this week which was
bought last week under the old
prices.

The effective date on all sausage
items covered by the meat regu-
lation also was postponed until
July 20.

More than 10,000 human sterili-
zations have been performed in
California since 1909.

St.Joseph

ASPIHIN
WORLD'S LARGEST SELLER AT

Dr. E. L. Foster
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| Stain On Texas
The lynching count {sr the first half
| of 1942 had just comelin. :In the whole
| half year, but one known lynching had
| taken place, “That was one too many, but
| in view of the lynching records of the
farther past, the facts were most encour-
aging. They seemed to prophesy a year
without a lynching anywhere in ths
United States.

A Texarkana, Tex., dispatch dashes

the hope. A Negro “suspected” of a sex |
crime was taken from jail there and most |

brutally murdered by a small mob. To

all appearances, no serious official effort |

was made either to thwart or to identify
the members of the mob.

Progress against our barbarian institu-
| tion of mass murder has been splendid.
| The perfection hoped for as soon to come
| has been again deferred. The one way te
wipe out the stain of such lynchings as
still occur is to bring to justice the memn-
bers of the mob. That once assured, the
total end of lynchings would be near.
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egro Is Lynched
By Texarkana Mob

sroup of 15 Men Drag Wounded Assailant from
Hospital Through Sireets for Attempted Ra
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AN EDITORIAL

On Vinson’s Lynching

The murder of Willie Vinson is the
second of its kind this year. The previous
victim was Cleo Wright, a cotton-mill
worker, who was dmt_[g:{{l through the
streets 'of Sikeston, Mo., and burned to
death before a mob.

Guilty or innocent, Willie Vinson was
entitled to an honest trigl. Instead he was
murdered by fellow Americans in a na-
tion that is ﬁ“]lil]l" a war to preserve the
very rights lh(‘\ tmrnplc d into the dust.

It was {Tl{]l]f"h fm them that a white
woman viewed the N ('ﬂm and said he
“looked like the man” who attempted
rape. The most restrained word for what
th(‘\ did is murder.—James T. HOWARD,
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Representative Who
Slams PM Daily Won’t

Let Congress Hear the
Other Side

PM’s Bureau
WASHINGTON, July 14.—John E. Ran-
kin (D., Miss.) who uses the Congressional
Record day in, day out for attacks on Ralph
Ingersoll as a “draft dodger,” got the House
yesterday to deny other Congressmen the
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Victim Dragged
Behind Auto
And Hanged

TEXARKANA, Tex.—Will-
ie Vinson, 25-year-old dish-
washer, was taken from a
lower floor in a local hospital
where he was under treat-
ment for a gunshot wound in
the stomach, and hanged to
a crank at the cotton gin
outside the city, by an un-
identified party of white
“unmasked, unarmed men,”
early Monday morning, ac-
cording to Sheriff Monroe
Watts, who declared he In-
vestigated the lynching, “but
had made no arrests and had

no clues.”
alleged by investiga-
's to have dragged a
e woman, wife of an ordnance
worker from her trailer-
camp bed, where she was sleeping
beside her 19-month-old son,
clasped his hand over her mouth,
and started for the woods with
her when screams atitracted
neighbors, after the woman had
wrenched free and Vinson ran.
FLEES TO HIS JOB
The alleged culprit ran down
the street pursued by the neigh-
bors and took refuge in a restau-
where a fight is alleged to
followed, the sheriff said,
Vinson wielding a butcher
knife he picked up, and he was
subdued when “one of the men in
the cafe shot him in the stomach.”
He was taken to the hospital,
and confined to a lower floor,
“like a basement,” Sheriff Watts
said.

MAKES INVESTIGATION

The only gunshot wound on
the ill-fated man’s body was
the one inflicted in the
restaurant. His condition
when found at the gin, indi-
cated that the body had been
dragged behind an automobile
before being hanged.

“The nurses in the hospital,”
the 'sheriff stated, “did not get a
good look ab the men, it happen-
ed so quickly. Nobody seems fto
know who they were.” No arrests
have been made.

Two other men had been pick-
ed up as suspects in the atiempt-
ed rape case, but were placed in
jail in Boston, Texas, where they
will probably be released, as ‘“the
|woman said neither looked like
|the man who had molested her,”
laccording to the sheriff.
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weptcted by two skits

which described the activities of

he six weeks. Participating in

he skits were: Ella V. Griffin,

Andrew Sellers, Ruth Skelton,

Alma McRae, Dr. Muriel Petioni,

Vincent Grigsby, Florence Har-

(:Lt Ruth Miller, Mae Lee, and
Albert Whiting.

Dr. Jackson Davis, associ-
ate director of the General
Education Board made brief
remarks. The Hon, William
H. Sullivan, mayor of the city
was presented along with
other members of the city
couneil,

Alpert N. Whiting presented
he members of the community
eadership workshop who received
ertificates of their work and
jnembers of the child health clinic
'ere presented by Qr. Walter J.
dughes of the state hbhoard of
iealth.

The Rev. J. W. Tynes, president
pf the ministerial alliance pro-
lounced the invocation, while the

i 7. J. B,
pastor of St. Matthews

RGAN PRELUDE

James Derr of A. and T. College

’as heard in a prelude of oxgan
usie,

The choir was composed of
embers of the following church-
8: High Street Methodist, Insti-
utmna_l Baptist, Providence Bap-
: Shiloh Baptist, St. James
fresbyterian, St. Matthews Meth-
dist, St. Stephens, Christina,
‘rinity A, M. E. Zion, and the
. and T. College Summer Choral
Froup,

CALLING ALL WOMEN! You'll
nd interesting and informative
rticles and pictures, edited es-
ecially for you, in every issue of
1e Guide.

l'om bottles, and the mother was|(
ring dead on the floor in a crim-~ y:
- pool. ]
Whe arrested, officers said, y

offered no resistance|W
taken into custody with-|f
ut difficulty. [
'WINS SOLE WITNESSES 3

Sole eye-witnesses to the slay- t
1 1e baby twins, who lay
the bed and drinking i
their father al]ngedlyt
d the life of théir mother|"“
oun shot.
Little and innocent, they could | p
. tell the tragic story that they|cf
ere unaware of. tl
However, police say Poindexter |¢]
itted having shot his wife as|g
.(‘untmued on p.me t“o}
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?ieiﬁdish Mob Of Texas Whites Lynch
ccused Of Attack
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Lynching At Texarkana

The lynching of a 25-year-old Negro,
| accused of attempted eriminal assault

on a white woman, by a Texarkana, Tex.,
mob is to be deplored and sternly con-
demned as an unjustifiable and lawless
act that brings deep reproach on the
community in which it occurred. It is to
be hoped, and the country has a right to
expect, that the authorities will leave no
stone unturned in their efforts to appre-
hend and punish the culprits.

The deed of which the lynchihg vietim

was accused'is a particularly attrocious
erime and one for which the South has
made it clear that it will not stand. But
his punishment might safely have been
left to the Texas courts with full confid-
ence that the demands of Justme would
have been met.
' Enemies of the South undoubtedly will
- seize on the Texarkana affair to renew
their hue and cry for the enactment of a
Federal anti-lynching statute. . Texas can
help abate the expected agitation by act-
ing swiftly and decisively to punish those
who took part in the mob action at Texar-
kana.
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St. IJO'\J..'LB. Mo.

AN UNFORGETTABLE CRIME.

Hand i hand, come reports from Texas of a
brutal lynching and from the Tuskegee Institute that
only one such outrage was recorded in the United

| States in the first six months of 1942, namely, the
| Cleo Wright lynching in Sikeston, Mo.

That one crime, was very much like the one in

! Texarkana yesterday, A Negro, suspected of annoy-
ing a white woman, was dragged through the streets

i behind an automobile and then hanged. The brutality

|- was witnessed by a crowd of people. Yet, in the

| words of the Texas Sheriff, “Nobody seems to know
who they were.”

The Sikeston lynching occurred six months ago.

| There have been investigations by county and Fed-

eral grand jurors, but not one of those who had a
| hand in it has been brought to justice. Today the
case seems to be no more than a few cards in the
dust-gathering “inactive” files of the Scott County
Sheriff and the Federal District Attorney in St.
Louis—destined to be forgotten, not solved.

But in a nation which has entered the world's
most terrible war to fight for the freedom and
dignity of each and every individual man, woman
and child, such things cannot be forgotten without
inviting the charge of hypocrisy—a charge which
the dictators have already brought against us.

Why is it that those who commit & crime in
aroad daylight before scores of witnesses cannot
= apprehended and punished? Why are they more
immune from arrest than the thief in the night?
Is there a conspiracy of silence .so0 strong that
it numbs even our sworn ministers of justice? How
can we say that we are fighting for every man’s
egnality before the law when we nullify this sacre
principle at home?

|
|
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It's mighty hot for Atlantans to, Robert Lowe, of 114 Hillia
| have any doors except the screens |S.E. was victimized by a b
|lockod these nights, but they’ed |\ll1u opened a screen door 4
well beware of burglma At least |domicile, he said. The pani
i two citizens had found this out |burglar took cul‘hmed only a
| Monday . lamount of cash, however.
| C. P, Ray of 478 Auburn Ave- l A cafe at 196 Vine Street 0]
nue, N.E., told city police that he |eq by Mrs. Minnie Wells w¢
wiis awakened by an (ntruder |front door and goods valued
er the | ported entered through g ji
i that |approximatly $32 taken, A
1 had |the stolen articles listed wer
rained |radio, chewing gum, tobacco
peanut butter sandmchcb

ills Wif
? Life

- fed himself here July 5 are
| onn the lips of citizens: here.
Rebuffed twice in trying
away from her husband, th
reported to have been br]

ere -from Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
she and her husband lived,
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Case Of Willie Vinson

Amid the horrors of the times, the case of
WiLLiE VINSON, a twenty-five-year-old Texas
Negro, lynched for alleged attempted rape,
has been almost overlooked.

If Vinson attempted to attack the twenty-
‘two-year-old wife of a soldier, as she slept
with her baby in a trailer, he deserves no-
body’s compassionh. But there is no proof that
he was guilty as charged.

The case of WiLLie VinsoN in typical. If
he was guilty a jury composed wholly of
Texas Negroes probably would have convict-
ed him, but he would have been tried before
a jury composed wholly of Texas whites.
The only purpose of lynchers was a frolic.

Their frolic took the form of dragging a
helpless human being behind an automobile
and hanging him after, apparently, he was
dead. 1

Texas produced in WiLLIE VINSON, pos-
sibly, a black beast. It produced, in the
lynchers sundry white beasts who jointly
were guilty of a crime darker than that of
which Vinson was accused. Be it remembered,
nobody contends that WiLLIE VinsoN raped
the soldier's wife.
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Americans In Texas Lynch Man
Suspected Of Attack On oman
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Mtempted Rape
Suspect Hanged
Near City By Mob

5 TEXARKANA.—Willie Vinson, 25, was taken from a |
|hobp1ta1 here early Monday morning, dragged through the
| streets and hanged from a winch at a cotton gin at the edge
of the city. After Vinson had been shot fatally, the woman

in the case was carried to the hospital and the best she could
do at identification was,
like the man.” In the meantime, two
other men had already been picked
| up as suspects for the alleged at-l
tempted rape.

“He looks -
“holler.”

Later the woman says, when the
assailant attpmpted tc draw her
| towards sonfe woods, she began
sereaming. If'she could scream with
| the hand clamped over her mouth
at that instance, why could she/
not scream .in the trailer?

Sshe also * says that then she

Unlikely Story
The story as told by the sheriff
seems too unlikely to be exactly
true, so far as the people here

| cerned.

who are free of emotions are con-
The woman says she was
dragged from her (railer camp
while she slept beside her 19-month- |
old baby. Accoraing: to her story,|
the assailant clamped his hand over
her mouth and dragged her from
the trailer. As narrow as a ftrailer
is she could have kicked up enough
noise to have awakened the mayor

wrenched tree. But evidently the
hand must have been taken from
her mouth for her to scream, and
the assailant’ must have had two
hands to hold her now; still she
could wrench free when he had
two hands ana plenty of space to
brace himself, but she could neither
wrench ° free nor scream. ins the
narrow -channels of a trailer while

at the city hall, if she had wanted
to kick, for with one hand over
her mouth and only the other ont
to do the dragging and holding,
she had plenty freedom to swing
about and kick if she could nét

he dragged her out vnth -orie hand.

According 1o’ the® shefiff, Willie
Vinson: (if we believe the sheriff
| and the woman it must have been
Willie Vinson) fled because the
woman screamed, and they chased
him to the cafe where he worked.
Vinson picked up a knife and one
of the men (of course, the sheriff
could not find out which one of
these men did it) shot him in th€
stomach.

Now this same sheriff says that
two men had already been picked
up as suspects. If this incident had
happened as fast as he says, from
the cabin to the screaming, to the
cafe and the shooting, how had he
had a chance to' pick up two
suspects? It looks suspiciously as i
the sheriff has guilty knowledge of]
that lynching and is trying to justi-
fy it by an official statement which
does not hold water.

Negroes Doubt
| Negroes, and some of the franke
citizens, doubt the above wversion
of the matter, These think that the
woman's memory failed her, and
that she forget that she came out
of the trailer herself. It is pre-
dicted that when a real investiga-
tion is made.cf this iynching, sen-
sational data Wwill be disclosed, re-
flecting upon the relationships be- |
tween “certain classes of whites and
Negroes of this town since the §
munitions plant came. i

The better class of Negroes ex-
press themselves as resenting bit-
terly this lawless killing of Vinson,
without any attempt to place the
attempted rape at his door by con- |
clusive evidence that anyone could
accept. Vinson had been shot, ac-
cording to the sheriff's own state-
ment, beiov\ the woman was asked |
to identify him. Even, them she only |
could say, after she knew that the
man had been shot on her account
and she would have to do z.omc-
thing, that “he looks like the man.’
After a mob had shot a man, it
seemed that the sheriff was guilty
of criminal negligence not to have
had a guard around him at the
hospital. There is a smoldering feel-
ing of bitterness here on account
of this lynching.
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News-Sun (
Springfield, Ohio

STAIN ON TEXAS
The lynching count for the first half of |
| 1942 had just come in. In the whole half
year, but one known lynching had taken
place. That was one too many, but in view
| of the lynching records of the farther past,
the facts were most encouraging. They
seemed to prophesy a year without a lyneh- |
ing anywhere in the U nited States.

|
l

A Texarkana, Tex, dispatch dashes le
hope. A Negro “suspected” of a sex crime |
was taken from jail there and most brutally ]
murdered by a small mob. To all appom—-
ances, no serious official effort was madr'l
either to thwart or to identify the members |
of the mob,

Progress against our barbarian insi.éiutionl
of mass murder has been splendid. The per-
fection hoped for as soon to come has been |
again deferred. The one way to wipe out|
the stain of such lynchings as still occur 1\
to bring to justice the members of the mob. |
That once assured, the total end of lymh-
ings would be near.
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LYNGH NEGRO
TAKEN FROM
HOSPITAL CO

Texan Is Year’s Second
Mob Victim; Police
Promise Probe

TEXARKANA, Texas—The
un-reconstructed South
chalked up another crime
against humanity:- Sunday
July 12, when the sick body
of Willie Vinson, 25, w abducted
from a hospital cot
a tree until ac-ad
accus
white woman.

The 'man was sufferin;
vere stomach wounds inflicted dur
ing his capture earlier Sunday and
was confined to the Texarkana
hospital when the kidnapping
curred.

He was dragg through
principal streets of the town
hind a fast movi
taken to “Sunse
idential section.

There Vi
loading pls
where a rope was
neck. His body was
in the air and allowed to 1
downward so that the neck coul d
be broken,

According to the hospital's night
superintendent three men entered
the institution and ill r“fu lly seized
the mob wvictim spi i
of 'protest. Qutsi
joined by the larger 1

yone connected
aid to have ©
ies arrived upon the

nson's previous
ous 1
he recei \PC’ after his abdu
was gZen ly believed he w
by the time the hang-
place
e Watts, cour
reported planning
of the lvnching,
could no* learn the identity ]r any
one connected wit he lynching.
The lynching of on was the
1 recorded happening
ce tkis country entered the war
r‘lLuwFtL:L\

attempted
woman.
aite of Gen
# leading

the .L}.DL"’-clll forces in -alla
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Tuskegee Says
One L@-W-h@{ in

First Six Months

Special to San Auto.ilo Reglster
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, Ala.—
The department of records and
rch, of Tuskegee institute, an-
Thursday, that according
the information compiled by
the department, there has been
one lynching recorded in the first}

six months of 1942,

The lynch victim was a negro,
who was suspected of criminal
assault. This lynching occurred,

in,

The department advised that a
lynching reported in 1T ) )
under investigation.

(NOTE—TPhe ink was havdly
dry on this release when Texas
had a bona fide lynching that
needed neo Inyestigation—ihe mob |
hanging, at Texarkana, Xonday,
of a 25 year-gld man *“who re
bled a suspect” o had, allegedly
attempied to attack a woman,

(The Missouri lynching referred
to -wasg that ef Clee Wright, who
(was lynched at Sikeston, January

He was suspected of an at
]lm'.a];[(-d attack, with the attack
[ vielim _Dbeing stabbed. Moitally |
wounded, Wright was laken from
i'hiz death bed, chain® to an aute-
' mobile, dragged through the towd,

[and burned in front of ‘a Negro
chureh,- where  Sunday nun'ni];_:‘;i
services were in progress. :

(The Texas Ilynching under in-
vestigation is that of Howard|
Wilpitz, at Brookshire, on February |
21. A mob hunted Wilpitz down
after he had resisted an attack
by an officer and another man, |
Cornered, Wilpitz was wounded,|
and his body riddled with bullets |
as it lay on the ground, The
story of the Ilynching was sup-
pressed, and did not reach the]
public until a month later.—Editor.) '

.—.-.__.‘_




L

Best Service in the City
W. M. HBUBBARD, Owner
1303 N. Staples St.

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS

Gulf Credit Co.

Auto, Personal and
Chattel Loans

PETE HOOD, Manager

810 Leopard St.
Phone 4593

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS

he hride's only attendant.
The pride ig tlie daught

fr. and Mrs. Chris Pointer, of
)ilahoma City, Oklahoma. Sgt. ‘
“hinn is the som of Mr. and Mrs.
William Chinn, also of ('ch‘;:‘t'ln‘.-u::a]‘_
City. ¥

[
hessed the ceremony, and Ottis}

:Donald of Chapel Hill, Texas, |y
layed the wedding march.

Mime. C. §. Walker
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(Another Editorial on _ 5
TEXARKANA, Ark.—(ANP'—A grand jury investi-
gation of the lynching of Willie Vinson, 81, of Shreveport,
was demanded last week by Henry Humphrey. white editor
of the Texarkana Gazette, in a scathing editorial in the |
local daily paper. Vinson, working i!a"I-IE‘.XB.YL'.?JI-I!H‘ Texas, |
on Talley,

had been accused of attempted assault on Jay:
18e plant worker,

22-vear-old wife of a Bowie county defe
abducted from the city hospiatl where he was being treat-
ed for g gunshot wound, drageed through the streets be-

hind a car, and hanged on a cotton gin

Humphrey, flay sheriff W: : Al1Te the wounded
for not having pr y I
Texarkana hospital,
lows:

“Error in judgment probably 4 : ;
the minimum that might be i “The o was suspected ol
of Sheriff Watt’s failure to pr - | hav le an attack upon a

X it had not been
1¢ had com-

if he

to be

A=

p d a

£ because he
| was not, certain the Negro had made
| the atfack upon the woman, That
| 1ld appear to be all the more
guard would

. It was gen-

ilant,
hing was in
Sunday

m’ now said

bly will

investi-

ch cases usually do.
the door after the

of this Negro was
murder, an s such
the attention of t f
| jury. Because one man commits
i crime is no license for other men

another crime.”




THr A "
The cluk i be entertainec
John Tenc at the home of £irs

ttle, 380 Cain St

L
at 8:30 o’c {

THE SWE ARTS OF
| THE WESTS SOCIAL CLUB
Gladvs Kin

THE CLUB BRAVO
recer

| held. The
- 5 | with How
“|'N. E.

vill deliver the Wor
at the Union Baptist.
Jones will | mr
rI.‘|

the




the, . h




I and

aled

Bonded Loan

15th X

SMITH,




DIVISION OF
PEESS INTELLIGENCE
304 COMMERCIAL BIDG,
’00
SYMBOL
Recorder (Negro)

Indianapolis, Ind.

‘YOUTH ACCUSED OF ASSAULTING -
ATTRACTIVE BRIDE BELIEVED DEAD
WHEN HANGED ON COTTON GIN
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Daily World (Negro)
Atlanta, Georgia

The }exas_ Lynching

The Texarkana (Texas) Gazette is to be congratula’ed
for having demanded a grand jury investiga'i n of the
lynching in that city Sunday night of a N g o ec-used of
attempting to rape a young war plant worker’s wife. _

There are indications that the Gaze'te’s demand, like |
so many others before it, will fall upon unwillirg ears, We
hope we are wrong about that but the signs a“e familiar.
Neither the sheriff, who failed to provide a grard £ r the
accused as he lay critically injured in a hosp t°l, ncr any
of the nurses at the hospital, ean now “.eremb r” what
the mob leaders looked like, though the latter were un-
masked. That is, unhappily, the usual pattern cf eveats
in cases-of this kind.

We have said before, and we say it aga'n: .
Texas’ responsibility. Texas does not want a f deril arti. |
lynch law. The most reasonab’e answer to ths recur et
demands for such a law is rot a filibuster by Texag con-
gressmen, but a definite indication on tre part of Texas
authorities that they can handle such situa‘iors them-
selves.

Some of our readers may ask why, if we regard this
as Texas’ responsibility, The Sun int-rests itself in its sc-
lution. The answer ig that we are fighti-g a war todesr y
a system of government which endones murde- without
trial: we are fichting that war, n-t as an agglomer t'on
of 48 states, but as 132,000,000 united pe-ple, joired with
hundreds of millions of other peoples throughout t-e word
who believe as we do.

Texas’ problem is the problem of the United Na'iors.
Let Texas speedily mend the rgnt in the United Nations
first: line of defense!—(Chicago Sun),




ENJOYING LENGTHY VACA-
IONS in the Gate City are two
tharming young  matrons, who,
ricr to marriages to progressive |
ortherners, were among Aflanta’s |
105t popular” debutantes,

The colorful invaders are the
ormer Miss Margaret Bagwell and
he erestwhile Miss Effie Harris. The
atter, who Drooght her Ilittle
aughfer home, is with her parents |
pt their residence on Highland
Avenue. She resides in the Windy
ity of Chicago. {r

Now Mrs. George Dunbar of De-
roit, Margaret is home to visit her

rents and relatives for fully three
veeks, all told, before returning to
the Motor City. |

THE LIBERTY CO-EDS, whe
1ad such a fetehing Fourth of July
Mienic outing on  the old Clark
ampus, will meet tomorrow night
t the home of their president,
homas L. Carlton, 949 Iarwell
it., N. W.
One of the co-eds, Miss Susie E.
ukes, broke into headline society
’s this week by virtue of her
lage to popular William Mc-
> Gordon.
The Co-Eds are amid 2 special
nembership drive and a host of

zonstance Daniel
o

wuciea jointly by the C,-C.
A. and Adelphi Clubs, The progra
will * consist of daneing, i
ocmics, and a three-scena
parade. The
nine till one.

sty
affair will last fi oD

THE RECENT city ordinance
against post-midnight shows means
the end of the weekly pavues at Top
Hat. Manager FrankWn I, Bailey
anmounced Saturday. However, the
midnight hill dancing and romane-
ing still holds with Hassie L. Domi-
neck and his Ambassadors pro-
viding  musical scores, Perline
Ellison, the song stylist, will float
abont the guest tables and warble
ditties a Ia Gladys Bentley,

IN SESSION this evening at five
o’clecek at the Murdaugh Brothers
Funeral Home will be the Jolly
Rogers Saving Club which is to
transact business of extreme im-
portance. The club has completed
plans for its Four States Contest
which closes October 11

Contestants are Mrs. Rosa Jen-
kins (Georgia), Mrs. Katie M.
Harris (Tlinois), Mr. Willie Mor:
gan (Alabama), and Mr. ‘Thoras
Hall (Flori J Roriel
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Mob Murder in Texas

Another blot on the record of the South has
been cast by a Texas mob which dragged a Negro
from a hospital bed and lynched him on the
suspicion that he had attempted to attack a white
woman. The case has all the familiar earmarks
and the usual aftermath of lynchings. The local
sheriff has “investigated” the lynching but has
made no arrests and has no clues. “The nurses in
the hospital didn't get a good look at them, it
happened so quickly,” he said. The prisoner, who
had been “tentatively” identified as the woman's
assailant, was unguarded despite the fact that he
had previously been set upon by a mob.

For years efforts have been made in Congress
to pass legislation that would end lynching, but
they have always been defeated by the solid bloc
of Southern Democrats. The argument has been
that there were fewer lynchings every year and
that time would eventually take care of the
problem. Meanwhile the nation as a whole must
continue to be disgraced by such lawless incidents
as still occur. At a time when America is held up
as the hope of the world in its war for decency,
equality and government by laws, the four free-

doms ring hollow when struck by the lash of mob
violence.
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]Wounded Suspect
In Attempted Assault
Case, Hanged in Texas

Victim Seized in Hospital,
Dragged Behind Auto,
Then Lynched

By the Associated Press.

TEXARKANA, Tex., July 13.—
Sheriff Monroe Watts said that Wil-
lie Vinson, 25-year-old colored man
suspected of the attempted criminal
assault of a white woman, was taken
from a hospital by a group of men
and hanged early today to a winch

| at a cotton gin outside the city.

Sheriff Waits said the condition
of the man's body indicated it had
been dragged behind an automobile

: before being hanged, but there were
| no. bullet wounds other than one
1Eceued when Vinson was captured

It'all\ yvesterday in a cafe where he

| was employed as a dishwasher.

Vinson had been tentatively iden-

| tified by the woman involved.

| The sheriff declared he had in-
| vestigated the lynching, but had
| made no arrests and had 110 clues.

| . “The nurses in the hospital didn't

i get a good look at them, it hap-

| pened so quickly,” he said. “Nobody
| seems to know who they were.”

The attempted assault was the
third here this month.

| The woman involyed in yester-

| day’s attempted assault is the wife
of a worker"in an ordnance plant;
She was dragged from her traiier=
camp bed early yesterday by a man
as she was sleeping beside her 19-

| month-old son. Her husband was
at work. !

The sheriff said the woman began
secreaming and wrenched herself
free, Neighbors ran out and the

| man fled. They chased him into a
| cafe, the sheriff related, where a
| fight followed., Vinson, the: sheriff
said, picked up .a butcher knife,
and one of the men in the cafe shot
| him in the stomach.

Woman Identifies Prisoner.

“The man,” he added, “was taken |
to -a hospital. Today a little after
midnight some fellows came into the |

| hospital. Vinson was on a lower |
floor, like a basement. I don't know |
how many were in the party or how |
many cars they had, but only three :
went into the hospital. - The men
weren’t masked or armed.”
| Nurses notified officers. Sheriff |
| Watts said he went to the cotton
gin and cut the body down.

The sheriff said he took the
woman to the hospital yesterday to
look at the prisoner and gquoted her
as saying that “he looked like the
man.” |
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Harry Jagues and Emma Jaques, | r
ais wife, were the first persons con- | v
acted by Hermann Neubauer, one
of the saboteurs who landed in|
[Florida. The Jaques have admitted |
hat Neubauer explained to them |J
hat he had returned to the United |
Btates from Germany in a subma- |
ine on a secret mission for the |
government, and af his |}
they concealed $3,600 in
. - This money was re=
overed by the FBI from a jar con-
aining coffee in Mrs., Jaques’
citchen,
Jaques, whose true name is An-
reus Heinrich Jans, was born in
ermany and illegally entered the |
nited States in 1924 by jumping |
the ship on which he was a seaman.
rs. Jagues was also born in Ger-
any and entered the United States |
n 1925. : |
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Richard Wer- |
kin are close friends of the Haupt |
amily. '
Wergin was contacted by Haupt
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egro in Texas Seized
At Hospital, Lynched

Texarkana, Tex.,

July 13—A mob of tough Texans,

neither masked nor axmed lynched a Negro prisoner before
dawn today after k]dnapmv him from a hospital and appar-

ently dragging him while still

The victim of the lynching, sec s
ond in the South this year, was
Willie Vinson, 25, who was sus-
pected of the attempted rape of
a white woman. |

Sheriff Monroe Watts made no
arrests and said he had no clues,
although he had investigated the
lynching.

Men Enter Hospital

“A little after midnight,” said
the Sheriff, “some fellows came
to the hospital where we were|
keeping Vinson, who had been
shot in the stomach during the
fight preceding his capture. |

“Vinson was on a lower floor,
like a basemeni.

“I don’t know how many were
in the party, or how many cars
they had, but only three went
into the hospital. The men
weren’'t masked or armed.

“The nurses in the hospital |
didn’t get a good look at them, it
happened so quickly.

“Nobody seems to
they were. -

“The nurses told us what had
happened and we found the body
hanged to a winch at a cotton gin
ouiside the city.

“The body looked like it had |
been dragged behind an automo-
bile for a little way, but it hadn’t
been shot or burned.”

The attempted attack which
led to Vinson's death was the
third recorded in this community
in a month.

It happened early Sunday when
the woman, wife of a worker in
an ordnance plant, was awakened
from sleep beside. her 19-month-
old son. Her husband was at]
“work.

She said a

know who

Negre put his hand

| screamed.
iman down the street to a

|cafe as a dishwasher,

alive behind a speeding auto.

s !

The lynching of Willie Vin-
son at Texarkana, Tex., was
the second this year. There
were four lynchings in the
U. 8. in 1941, according to
Tuskegee Institute’s Dept. of
Records and Research.

The last previous lynching
was that of Cleo Wright, 30-
vear-old Negro cotton mill
worker, who was dragged
H.:rom?h, the streets of Sikeston,
Mo., and burned to death be-
jore a crowd of 300 because he
had been accused of attempt-
ing to attack a white woman.
N

J |

1
across her mouth and then drag- |
ged her from her bed in a trailer |
camp toward ‘a wooded section.
Somehow, she declared, she man- |
aged to wrench herself free and
Neighbors chased the
cafe.
Vinson, who is employed in the
confronted
the pursuers in the place and,|
according to the Sheriff, picked |
up a butcher Kknife, \\hmeupon
one of the men shot him in the

| stomach during the ensuing fight.
| The Negro then was subdued.

Two other Negroes, meanwhile, |
were arrested on suspicion of the |
same ‘crime and lodged in a jail
at nearby Boston, Tex. Howe\u,|

[the Sheriff said, the woman who |
{had escaped attack came to the
thospital where Vinson was con-

said he
The Sher-

fined vesterday and
“looked like the man.”

{iff added that 111e two other pris-

oners probg
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~ Texas, on July 20, 1942,

1350 As Moy & megro entered the Red River
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. The COriminal Division is sdvised that ome Willfam
Vinson, oolored, was seized by & mob and lynched in Texarkana, s

1k appears that ci-ﬁllw;; My 19k, at

and was subjected to the deprivation of his life of due process
of law in violation of Section 52, Title 18, U, S, Code., It is
therefore requested that lmmediate investigation be made in the
premisos, It is further requested that this investigation be
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expedited since the President has directed the Attorney General
to investigate all cases invelving lynchings,

Respectfully,

QINER

WENDELL BERGE,
Assistant Attorney General,
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US ATTORNEY GENERAL BIDDLE
WASHINGTON

MASS MEETING RESIDENTS BEDFORD STUYVESANT AREA GREATLY ALARMED AT
RECENT LYNCHINGS-OF NEGRO CITIZENS WE DEMAND IMMEDIATE
PROSECUTION OF THE LYNCHERS IN INTEREST OUR NATIONAL UNITY WE
CONSIDER SUCH OUTBURSTS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST LOYAL AND LAW ABIDING
UNITEDSTATES CITIZENS HINDRANCE TO WAR EF?ORT ON TRAITORS

TO THE FIGHT WE ARE ENGAGEﬁ IN NOW CAN ALLOW SUCH VIOLENCE TO GO
UNPUNISHED WE URGE YOUR IMMEDIATE ACTIGH

LEON BROWN CHAIRMAN,
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WOUNDED MAN
SEIZED, HUNG
AFTER ATTACK

Taken From Hospital:
Ward by Lynchers;
Probe Starts

Texarkana, Tex., July 13 (UP)—
Willie Vinson, age 25, a Negro ac- |
cused of attempted criminal as-|
sault, was hanged by a group of |
men early today a few minutes |
after he was abducted frdm a|
basement ward in the Texarkana |
hospital,

Suffering ecritical wounds re-
ceived when he was captured early
Sunday, Vinson apparently was]
dragged several blocks behind a|
speeding automobile and was be-|
lieved dead when he was hanged.|

Mrs. Margaret Mullin, night su-
pervisor at the hospital, reported |
that three men entered the hos-
pital at about 12:30 a. m. today
and ran to the basement ward.
They soon emerged with Vinson,
who moaned as he was carried to a
waiting car, which reportedly car-
ried no license plates.

Joined by Other Cars

The car sped down the emergen-
cy ambulance drive and drove to-
ward “sunset,” the Negro residen-|
tial area. It was joined by two
other automobiles, each loaded
with men. Authorities believed
the cars stoped a mile from the|
hospital to tie Vinson to the rear|
of one of them before continuing|
to the edge of this Texas-Arkansas |
border city.

About 15 men were believed to
have been in the group. They
dragged Vinson's body to the load-
ing platform of a cotton gin, tied
the rope to the winch overhead and
raised the body 20 feet into the|
air. They disappeared before au-
thorities arrived.

Mrs. Mullin telephoned police
and Sheriff Monroe Watts. When
Watts reached the lynching scene,
he found residents from mnearby
houses viewing the body in the
dim light cast by a street light 75
vards away. Many were dressed
in night clothing,

Watts announced he would ™




NATIONAL LEAGUE
wW. L. Pely, GB,
BrookIyn  .....ss00v 58 28 708 ...,
FBE, Lotls s.cesesses 47 30 610 8
| CineinnAtl +.eeveses 44 57 548 18
| New York ....es.00 42 40 512 15
Chicago .... ee 40 44 476 18045
.| Pittsburgh sene 37 41 474 1804
BoStOn .iu.eevneses 38 B0 419 2884
| Philadelphia ..... .21 58 .,288 35
RE.SLLTS YESTERDAY
New York, 6-3; Cubs, 2-8,
Brooklyn, 2-4:; Pittsburgh, -1-8.
Cincinnati, 2-2; Philadelphia, 0-1.
St. Louis, 5-9; Bosion, 1-3.
| GAMES TODAY, PITCHERS
|  Philadelphia (Melton, 5-8) at Cincinnat{
| (Starr, 12-4).
| Only game scheduled,

AMERICAN LEAGUE

W. L. Pect. GB.
| New York ......... 58 28 .664 soss
| Boston .,... wennsss 45 32 800
Cleveland .......... 49 38 .576 L]
| Detrolt . uveneessss 45 41 523 104
|8t Louis .......00s 40 43 482 14

| Chicago J..uvsueess 34 45 430 18
| Philadelphia ....,.. 35 54 .383 22
| Washington ........ 20 54 849 25

RESULTS YESTERDAY

Philadelphia, 8-2; White Sox, 2-11 (First
{game 10 innings).

8t. Louls, 1-10; Boston, 0-6.

Detroit, 6-1; New York, 4-3 (Second
game 13 innings).
|  Cleveeland, 9-5; Washington, 7-0 (First
|game 10 innings).

GAMES TODAY, PITCHERS

White Rox (Humphries, 5-8) at Phila«
delphit (Marchildon, 9-8), night game,

Detroit (Trout, 6-9)) at New York (Go-
mez, 3-4),
| Cleveland (Milnar, 5-4) at Washington
| (Masterson, 3-5), night game,
| Only games scheeduled.

MINOR LEAGUES
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
W. L. Pet.) W. L. Pet.
Kan. City 51 35 .508 Louisville 42 45 483
Columbus 45 38 .542 Hdian'plis 43 47 .478
Milwu'kes 46 42 528 Toledo 41 47 .468
Min'ap'lis 44 46 480|8t, Paul 30 51 .433
| RESULTS YESTERDAY
| FIRST GAME
Indianapolis ....... 000 000 200—2 & 0
| Celumbus ., ., cers 200 000 01*—8 10 1
Rntlorlou—?unt. Tauscher and Schleuter;
Crouch, Gabler and Heath,
SECOND GAME
Indianapolis .......... 040 000 0—4 8 0
Columbus ,........... 000 000 0—0 5 2
! Batteries—Logan and Hartnett; Wilks,
| Barrett, Gabler and Heath,

FIRST GAME
Loulsville ........ 000 300 012— @8 11 2
Toledo ........... 000 111 70* 10 17 ©
Batteries — Deutsch, Rudd, Wood and
i“’nllm Kimberlin, Pyle and Spindel,
SECOND GAME
Ilnuinvulo Ciasiesisees 000 300 0—3 & B
Toledo ..... senene 220 012 *—7 7 @
| Battedm—o \elll Blaumette and Lacey;
Walters, MeKain and Keller,

FIRST GAME




lvestigate the lynching but said he!
had, not learned the identity of |
‘any Of the men who participated. |
Vinson was accused of attempt-|
ng to attack Mrs. Jayson Talley,|
ge 22, wife of a war plant worker, |
arly Sunday. He allegedly entered
he cabin trailer in which the Tal-
ley family lived and found Mrs. |
ITalley in bed with her baby.
Gifford Adams and C. L. Rob-
 erts. who lived nearby, heard Mrs. |

Talley’'s screams and chased Vin-
son to an all-night restaurant.
They said Vinson hit Adams with

a flashlight and that Roberts
| struck Vinson with a pistol. The
| gun discharged accidentally and a
ricocheting bullet wounded Adam
in the arm.

Vinson reportedly drew a knifi
and Roberts then shot him in the
bdomen. Hospital attendants said
e was not expected to recover.




i " 1RIS,
‘ Hiram Bithors and Lou Novi-
}i koff, Cubs—Schumacker and Bit-
| horn pitched their teams to Pic-
tory in dividing doubleheader,
latter with help of Novikoff's
homer and single,

Chanute Field
Defeats Gary
Sportsmfr_l. 8-3

Five bases on balls issued by
“Lefty” Ogiego after two were out
in the fifth inning helped account
or four runs and an ultimate 8-f
lctory for the Plainsmen off
“hanute Field over Gary Sports
men Saturday on the victors' dia.
mond.
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I have been considerably distressed by the reports
- of the lymching of & Negro, ﬁnio Yinsonm, in Texarkana, Texas,
ﬁlﬂl’l?jl%ga.

Such outrsges ngainst the colored race are inevi-
tably aethwmby‘Lﬂa propagandists 40 ocrente diswmity
'inthom'dtadsutsamwmlm&omdm
-utinam |

Careful cmﬁ-utioa cf th:l.a prohl- tha Dlpart-
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Attack Su5pect Lynched by Mob

TEXARKANA, T July 13

—Willie Vinson, a Negro ac

=},
cused of attempted riminal assault, was l\nched early today a
few minutes after his.abduction fro mLhe Texarkana hospital,

Suffering critical wounds received
/hen he was captured early yesterday,
/inson was dragged several blocks be-
hinnd a speeding automobile and
1anged,

Mrs. Margaret

Mullin, night super-

visor at the hospital, said three men
entered the hospital at about 12:30
a.m. and ran to the basement ward.
They soon emerged with Vinson, who
moaned as he was carried to a wait-

W into the air.

ng car, uh;ch carried no Ilcense plates.
Mrs. Mullin could identify none of the
abductors,

The car sped toward “Sunset,” the
Negro residential area. It was Jjoined
by two other autos.

About 15 men were believed to have
been in the group, They dragged Vin-
son's body to the loading platform of

a cotton gin, tied the rope to the’ winch

overhead -and raised the body 20 feet
They dlsappeared before
| authorities a.rnved

Vinson was accused of attempting to
attack Mrs. Jayson Talley, 22, wife of
a war plant worker., He entered the
cabin trailer in which the Talley

| family lived and found Mrs. Talley in

erts struck Vinson with a pistol.

bed with her baby.

Gifford Adams and C. L. Roberts,
who lived nearby, heard Mrs. Talley's
screams and chased Vinson to an all-
night restaurant. They said he hit
Adams with a flashlight and that Rob-
The
un discharged accidentally and Adams

was wound(‘d in the arm.
5 portedly drew a knife and
then shot him in the abdomen,
attendants said the wound
probably would have been fatal.

Hospital
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eurs Fight for Life

U. 8. Army Signal Corps Fholo from Acme

Here is a general view of the special
seven man military

trial of eight Nazi saboteurs.
The trial is being held in the fifth
floor courtroom of the i}cp;u‘im:-’nt of
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'Wounded Suspe:ci': :
In Attempted Assault
Case, Hanged in Texas

n senv-|  Vi€tim Seized in Hospital,
l'l Dragged Behind Auto,
| Then Lynched

Bullet, ’

i Py the Associated Press.
S TEXARKANA, Tex, July
l Sheriff Monroe Watts said that Wil-
Yt llie Vinson, 25-year-old colored man
;old ]:0‘, ] suspected of ‘the attempted criminal
medicél | assault of a \ymte woman, was taken
b himself | from a hospital by a group of men
rgt. Fred and hanged o_arl_v togla,\' to a I\\'mch
bout the at a cotton gn outside the city.
hte. Sherifi Watts said th
n Berger | of the man’s body indic
May 23 been dragged behind an a
tomobile. | before being hanged, but there were
e added, |no bullet wounds other than one
an auto- | received W
hnnection | early yesterday
bnd held | was employed as a dishwasher.
|  Vinson had been tentatively iden-
Lached a | tified by the woman involved.
im to a |
he bullet | vestigated the lynching, but had
i. Physi- | made no arrests and had no clues.
had suf-
gt. Tagg | get

ated it had

in a cafe where he

a good look ab them, it hap-
pe placed | pened S0 quickly,” he said. “Nobody
n with a |seems to know who they were."”
utomobile | The attempted assault was the
Hay of the | third here this month.
The woman involved

in yester-

“somewhere in Australia,
p silent about troop movements. They took the

13— |

e condition |

utomobile |

hen Vinson was captured |

The sheriff declared he had in- |

“The nurses in the hospital didn’t |

erday
annou

” United 'St-ates troops

Australian girls wait-
—A. P. Wirephoto.

carried by

sub cojy
| ] ] v "l ed ses
| day’s attempted assault is the wife | physic
| of a worker in an ordnance plant. | boat a
| She was dragged from her traiier- | he cr
| camp bed early yesterday by a man L“g?fli‘
l: as she was sleeping beside her 19- [ py a s
Her husband was | Gaspa
ern co
lic, sa
garti
| during
Tw
noung
sunk,
can v
wegia
| Latvia
| one G
wise

Cub;q
Afte

ME
Crew
fishir
how 4
craft
Gulf
sendi

month-old son.
at work.

The sheriff said the woman began
screaming and wrenched herself
free. Neighbors ran out and the
| man fled, They chased him into a |

cafe, the sheriff related, where 2
fight followed. Vinson, the sheriff |

said, picked up a butcher knife, |
1 and one of the men in th

e cafe shot |
hinf in the stomach.
| Woman Identifies Prisoner. [
| “The man,” he added, “was taken
to a hospital. Today & little after |
| midnight some fellows came into the |
| hospital. Vinson was on & lower |
floor, like a basement. I don't know |
how many were in the party or how |
many cars they had, but only three |
went into the hospital. The men
weren’t masked or armed.” |
Nurses notified officers. Sheriff
| Watts said he went to the cotion
gin and cut the body down. | from
The sheriff said he took the Th
woman to the hospital yesterday to wour
| 100k at the prisoner and quoted her |

as saying that “he looked like the |
man.” | Cuba

| boat
i island

' Tugwell in Puerto Rico a mot
| broug

| SAN JUAN, P. R, July 13 (#)— |
| Gov. Rexford G. Tugwell returned
| to Puerto Rico from Washington
| yesterday and announced he would LISB
| call a special session of the Legisla- | guese W
| ture shortly to consider a reduction | Delgadal
of the budget. surviver




SINEIE PErsons ITom 100 10 $600 41
of heads of families from $1,500 to
$1,200. The reductions do not apply
to persons in the armed forces,
After changing its mind many
times, the committee finally adopted
4 new corporation tax program,
which would raise the present com-

re

With

45 per cent and would substitute |
eém- | a flat 871, per cent excess profits |
ected | tax rate for the present 35 to 60

bined normal and surtax from 31 to |

tiga- | per cent graduated scale. Having

the | backed down from a once-approved
jeven | 94 per cent rate. the members also
it of | eliminated a proposal for post-war |

rder | refunds for corporations which paid |
‘exrcss profits taxes. |
the At the last minute, a tie \-'cte|

tion | prevented a return to a combination |
hols ! of the higher excess profits tax with |

ing excise
be a “grievous burden” for all cor- | liquor, bed
porations “and a back-breaking bur- by placing
den for many.” bets and

eorge van Deusen pins gold bars on
Williamsport, Pa., whose warning of approayg
Harbor December 7 was disregarded, as he
second lieutenant yesterday. Mrs. Pauline
several months, smiles proudly, .

the refund and a 40 per cent normal [ tended, to
and surtax. [ vote to red

These corporate changes drew the te to 87
fire of three members—Representa- | Fate to 87
tives Duncan of Missouri, Disney of | too great a
Oklahoma and Robertson of Vir- | Profits of
ginia, Democrats, who contended The com
that the 45 per cent rate was “mur- | 000,000 mo
der” and the whole schedule would

Mr. Disney and Mr. Duncan con-

ments.

o
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‘Qtlagtic, {t was announced ¥

| 'U-Boats Torpedo Two &

Several wounded were among

rescued.
‘Shlps n ca"bbean 18 More Vessels Sunk 4

ey M3 RA* < N
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-

JULY 13, 1942,
i: Fa'her Seeks 10 Avenge |McClure, 33, of Richwood, W, Va., :

and Carlis N. Harris, 19, of Rad-
| ' £ ' B ford. Mr. McClure succumbed
i ! shortly after midnight at a Radforfl
Fyer K'l ed a' a[aan hospital and Mr. Harris died atl'
| By the Associated Press, ¥ | 7:15 o’clock this mornine
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Attack Suspect
Hanged in Texas |

TEXARKANA, Texas, July 13.
(#)—Sheriff Monroe Watts said |
that Willie Vinson, 25-year-old |

| Negro suspected of the attempted

attack of a white woman, had been
taken from a hospital by a group
of men and hanged early Monday
toc a winch at a cotton gin outside
the city.

¢ Watts said the condition of the
Negro's body indicated it had been
dragged behind an automobile be-
fore hanging, but there were no |
pullet wounds other than one re-
ceived when Vinson was captured

| early Sunday morning in a cafe

where he was employed. |
Vinson had been tentatively !

identified by the woman involved}

The sheriff declared he had in-
vestigated the lynching but had
made no arrests and had no clues

* What is th




British-U. S. Set-Up for |
ostwar Problems Drafted

ment by English Industrialists

—(Wide World)—British indus-
vhich has gone almost unno-
ching plans for the postwar pe-
trnment to work out a system of
ted States, the United Kingdom
this end.
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BH NEWYORK NY JULY 16 1542
HON FRANCIS BIDDLE
DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHN DC

DEMAND APPREHENSION OF SLAYERS OF WILLIE \l@X%X VINSON IT IS HIGH TIME
THAT YOUR DEPARTMENT CONCERN ITSELF Hi}H THt-PROTECTIOK OF THE LIVES
OF NEGRO CITIZENS FROM THESE WOULD BE FASCISTS.

HENRY BAYNE,WILLIAM GLUSMAN ROBERT HALPERN GRAGE JOHNSON
MICHAEL SCIRETTA ZOYZ SHUSHKEVISH SARA GLICKMAN VERA DAVIS LEAH LUBOFF
JUDITH GARTMAN DAVID VINES ROSE ROSENBERG FANNY GOLDENZWEIZ
LOLA POCOREESIY 308X POGORELSKY ANN RAPHAEL BOB KAMMERER SONIA J
DOBRIKEN MEA FELCHER HARRY RYMER BERNARD LIEBMAN S MARGOLIS SALLY
BLOOM HELEN TYLER JOHANNA ROTH JENNIE GREENE RUTH NETBURN TILLIE
PEVZNER FLORENCE GELLER NORA BERMAN IDA RAMBAM MARY SAVAGE HYMAN LEVY
ESTHER LACY SAMUEL RACLOS EVELYN LIPSCHITZ ROSE SHERMAN RAY GLUSMAN
GERACE GARDOS JOSEPH LIGAC WALTER TYIL DOROTHY CACCHIONE JOS TRATTLER
JOHN BILLY NADPIA GREGORIFFA ROSE NIDOS RENEE SHAPIRO CHARLOTTE PILAT
OLGA TKOCH FORXXXX ROSE PLXXXPOLLACK PEARL MARGOLIS JUNE GORDON

E SIEBRING MARTHA MILLET FANNY BAYLEN LESLIE GOULD.

(21)
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JERSEYCITY NJ JUL 16 1942 G 0V s e o
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT | JUL 20 M .
THE WHITE HOUSE — |
1 ViR PlY, - “" I'L
WE ADD OUR VOICE TO NATION WIDE PROTEST ON LYNCHING or—"wn_LrE L. ®
VINSON AT TEXARKANA TEXAS. WE KNOW YOU FEEL AS WE. THIS IS A TR
&
NATIONAL DISGRACE THIS HELPS HITLER THIS IS OPPOSED TO THE
ENTIRE WAR EFFORT OF OUR NATION YOU CAN HELP THE PASSAGE OF A - ®
FEDERAL ANTI LYNCH LAW AND THE PEPPER ANTI POLL TAX BILL WILL B A
-_ @
YOU MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT OF PROTEST ON TH1S NATIONAL CRIME e
MILLIONS OF COLORED PEOPLE THRUOUT WORLD EXPECT YOU TO e
CONDEMN THIS NAZI LIKE ACT | ( i
| J Y . B
JERSEYCITY PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE FOR CITIZENS RIGHTS. - » -
Y )
t J::
] ! ~
®



STANDARD TIME INDICATED
RECEVED AT
1418 NEW YORK AVE.
EVANS BUILDING

WASHINGTON, D. C.
NATIONAL 6600

Postal Telegrph  |EEamey

SYMBOLS DESIGNATING
Mack ay Radio dil dmerica Cables ARE OUTLINED IN THE COMPANY'S TARIFFS

ON HAND AT EACH OFFICE AND ON FILE WITH

Commercial Cable & jan Tacific Tele
TELEPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS Commercial Cables Canadian Tacific *It.qu'}‘-" REGULATORY AUTHORITIES.

TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH
Form 16

N4N D 67 NL
TDN JAMAICA NY JULY 16 1942

PRES|DENT ROOSEVELT

WASHN DC g
THE LYNCHING OF WILLIF VINSON IN TEXAS COVERS US WITH DEEPPEST SHAME
AND DISGRACE HOW LONG ARE WE GOING TO PLAY INTO THE HANDS OF HITLER
AND HIROHITO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST BRING THE LYNCHERS TO JUSTICE
URGE YOUR DEMAND IMMEDIATE PASSAGE OF PEPPERS ANT) LYNCH AND DEYER ANTI
POLL TAX BILLS TO DEFEND AND STRENGTHEN OUR{NATHONAL UNTTY_AND DEFEND
THE RIGHTS OF LEGAL AMERICANS Tix o 5 |
SAM RUDOVSKY

1A



STANDARD TIME INDICATED
REGEIVED AT

Postal Telegvu.pb

Mack hay Radio g (1l America Cables

TELEPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS Commercial Cabies O Canadian Tacific Telegraphs
TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH s

Form 16 L

T NZONVT 150 NL 111 EXTRA

BY NEWYORK NY JULY 16 1942
HON FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC

THIS IS A FULL RATE TELEGRAM, CARLE-
GRAM OR UNLESS OT}
INDICATED BY SYMBOL IN THE PREAMBLE
OR IN THE ADDRESS OF THE MESSAGE.
SYMBOLS DESIGNATING SERVICE SELECTED
ARE OUTLMNED IN THE COMPANY'S TARIFFS
ON HAND AT EACH OFFICE AND ON FILEWITH

REGULATORY AUTHORITIES. /

URGE YOU TAKE STEPS |IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT THE CONTINUED VIOLATION

OF THE RIGHTS OF NEGRO CITIZENS. NATIONAL UNITY CAN NEVER BE ACHIEVED

IF LAWLESS MOBS ARE TO BE PERMITTED TO MAKE A MOCKERY OF 13TH, 14TH

AND 15TH AMENDVENTS.

HENRY BAYNE, WILLIAM GLUSMAN, ROBERT HALPERN, GERACE JOHNSON ,

Ml CHAEL SCIRETTA, ZOYZ SHUSHKEVICH, SARA GLICKMAN, VERA DAVIS,

LEAH LUBOFF, JUDITH GARTMAN, DAVID VINES, ROSE ROSENBERG, FANNY GOLDENZe

WEIZ, LOLA POGORELSKY, ANN RAPHAEL, BOB KAMMERERs SONIA J DOBRIKIN,

MAE FELCHER, HARRY RYMER, BERNARD LI EBMAN, S MARGOLIS,

HELEN TYLER, JOHANNA ROTH, JENNIE GREENE, RUTH NETBURN,

FLORENCE GELLER, NORA BERMAN, |IDA RAMBAM, MARY SAVAGE,

ESTHER LACY, SAMUEL RACLOS, EVELYN LIPSCHITC, ROSE SHERMANs RAY

GLUSMAN, GRACE GARDOS, JOSEPH LIGAC, WALTER TYIL, DOROTHY CACCHIONE,
JOS TRATTLERs JOHN BILLY, NADIA GREGORIFFA, ROSE NIDOS,
CHARLOTTE PILAT OLGA T KOC, ROSE POLLACKs PEARL MARGOLISs JUNE GORDON »

E SIEBRING, MARTHA MILLET, FANNY BAYLEN, LESLIE GOULD.
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SALLY BLOOM ,
TILLIE PEVZNER,

HYMAN LEVY,

RENEE SHAPIRO,
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EO NEWYORK NY JULY 15 1542 &%/LL

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC o ?_
WE SEAMEN EMPHATICALLY DEMAND AN END TO THE VILE HITLERITE = féé
CONDITIONS THAT BREED AND PROTECT THE VIOLENT LYNCH MAD 3| — E;é_
MOBS OF THE POLL TAX STATESe THE NATIONS STRUGGLE FOR UQITY"Zﬁ =§§3
IS AGAIN BLOTTEDs AGAIN THE MUTILATED BODY OF A NEGRO CITﬁZEN; i
THIS TIME WILLIAM VINSON IS MUTE TESTIMONY TO THE TREASN
WITHIN OUR OUN BORDERSs MR PRESIDENT YOU MUST SPEAK UP NOWe _
DEMAND AN END TO THE UNAMERICAN POLL TAXe ROOT OUT THE £

PROTECTORS OF THE FIFTH COLUMN AND POLL TAX SENATORS. VR

SEAMEN WHO STAND BEHIND YOU, PESDGED TO THE ULTIMATE Aﬁg;vigjf
COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF FASCISM, WILL KEEP THEM SAILINGe™
VICTORY DEMANDS UNITYs END THIS OPPRESSION OF NEGRO PEOPLE.
KEEP THE HOME FRONT STRONGe DEMAND THE FULL PROSECUTION |

OF THE LYNCHERS OF WILLIAM VINSONe STOP JIM CROW NOW

THEODORE SOLO FOR 200 NATIONAL MARITIME UNION SEAMENs

/—- L s ':-’; )
19 07




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 17, 1942,
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Respeetfully referred to-thelyY &
S

Department of Justice for consider-

ation and acknowledgmnent,.

T TIITTUT

M. He HeIRTYRE
Secretary to the Fresident

5526071 |

JUL 20 1942

"nTrMm

_____ —

™ GRIM, DIV. - ROTNEN J /.
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158260-71
July 21, 1942

Mr. George E, Haynes
Executive Secretary
Department of Race Relations
Federal Council of Churches
New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr., Haynes;

This will acknowledge your telegranm of

July 16, 1942, concerning the alleged lynehing
of Willie Vinson of Texerkena, Texas, July 13,
1942, Although suffiecient information has not
yet come to the Department to permit a determine
ation as to whether any federal criminal statute

_ has been violated, the Attorney General has ad-
dressed a letter to the Homorable Coke R, Steven-
son, Governor of Texas, regarding this matter. Upon
receipt of further information, this alleged lynche
ing will be given full consideration,

Respectfully,

R G the Attorney General,
o e o \!or
FILEDR. |
oY

m? 22 Vs
iﬁﬂ- L e WENDELL BARGE,
e Assistant Attorney Gemeral

{
’:’tf N r e f.m_mm.w.,_.mi
= oI - NRITY  BA 3 .
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NEWYORK NY JULY 16 1942
ATTORNEY GENERAL FRANCIS BIDDLE
DEPT OF JUSTICE

PRESS DISPATCHES RECOUNT ATROCIOUS LYNCHING OF WOUNDED NEGRO
TAKEN FROM A HOSPITAL AND LYNCHED AT TEXARKANA, TEXAS EARLY
MONDAY MORNING. [IN VIEW OF GREAT NATIONAL EMERGENCY NOW THIS
ATROCIOUS LYNCHING 18 A.TERRIBLE THREAT TO NATIONAL UNITY.
GIVES STRENGTH TO PROPAGANDA OF OUR ENEMIES AMONG COLORED
PEOPLES IN OTHER LANDS., STOP WE URGE YOUR PROMPT ACTION TO
APPREHEND PERPETRATORS OF THIS CRIME AGAINST LAW AND ORDER
AND WHATEVER OTHER LEGAL ACTION AGAINST THEM THAT CAN BE
TAKEN DURING THESE WARITIMES ,

GEORGE E HAYNES EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DEPARTMENT OF

RACE RELATIGNS FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES.

927AM JULY 17 1942.

INDEX|
S
7 /d E'i G o ‘1]{
- . c i ||Jl ' IS
JUL 17 ;1';.-;2 1
| UIVISION OF RECORDS -"
{
B | A8 CR IV. - ROTNEN
}\“ .y | 1M, DIV, =




J. BE. Piccard v, The Sperry Corp, et al, (4)

(104 U. S. 450, at page 462) 'because the appellant shows no standing
in a court of equity, -=- no right in himself to prosecute this suit.'"

It is evident from the cases cited above that the Supreme
Court looks upon the rule as one being personal to the plaintiff,
with no question of jurisdiction involved. As was stated in Pollitz
v. Gould, supra, the United States Supreme Court "# 3 % seems to
have been more concerned with establishing this rule as one of practice
than of substantive law. * * ¥ whether it be regarded as establishing
a principle of law or a rule of practice, this authority has been
subsequently followed in the United States Courts."

Considering this rule then as a matter of practice, a right
personal to the plaintiff, I therefore deny the motions because of
petitioning intervenors failure to comply with Rule 23 (b), without
prejudice, however, to any future application for intervention by any
one stockholder who complies with the rule, Settle orders on notice.

P




—
- . L - -
|
|
, el s By e Ty vkl * - - oy 3 c LA - = >
' T4 s * e =
J - S Ty e aES ¢
_ - 4 . - Jov e e 3 .
= o, s R ba ¥ . %
. 5. T A '] 0 - i F,
L F e R P b L : . R
R 3 = * e e B . e T iR ‘ b o e 2 It
b g : = o W . - 3 %
AT R 3 § e AEE - SPS " vz IR e FErv o
w2 - . . . : .
- . T + TS e O T i 3 bt £ T OK . - ERERE R S
“ it R . : - - - . ] P




® Cl

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Washington, D. C.

DECISIONS ON FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Bulletin No, 98 December 11, 1940 i
|
|

Alexander Holtzoff
Special Assistant to
the Attorney General.

Allen R. Cozier
Special Attorney.






RULE 1 - Scope of Rules

Eastern District of Louisiana
New Orleans Division

November 29, 1940

Mrs, PeiscilTa Ogden Gillson v. Vendome Petroleum gorporation
Civil No, 401 *

————

Editorial Headnote

l. A special procedure provided by state law may not be
used to enforce a substantive right in a federal court, if such
procedure conflicts with the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, even
though it had been adopted by local rule of the district court.
(Rule 83)

2. Executory process, which is a special type of proceed-
ing provided by Louisiana statute to enforce the claim of a mortga-
gee and providing for seizure and sale of mortgaged property in case
of default after three days' notice, may not be employed in the
federal courts since the provision for such a proceeding is not a
matter of substantive law, but is procedural and being inconsistent
with the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, the latter govern.

CAIILOUET, D. J.
Under Rule 31 of this Court, reading as follows:

"The proceeding by executory process is adopted
as a statutory and law proceceding in this Court.

* * * *

Mrs. Priscilla Ogden Gillson, as "petitioner", prayed for and secured,
on October 11, 1940, the following order from this Court, to-wit:

"Tet executory process issue herein, as prayed for
and according to law."

The claimed mortgage indebtedness, urged as the basis for the
issuance of such executory process, originated no earlier than October 20,

98 Bulle. 1
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RULE 39 ~ Trial by Jury or by the Court =3

Subdivision (b) - By the Court

Southern District of New York

October 8, 1940

¥liza Hargreaves v. Roxy Theatre, Ine, - Civ, 10-120

Editorial Headnote

In a negligence action, motion for trial by jury was
granted notwithstending failure to file demand in due time, it
appearing that such failure was a result of excusable neglect and
no prejudice to opnosing party would result,

HULBERT, D. 7,

Plaintiff moves for an order under Rule 39(b) Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure, for a trial by jury of the issues in this action
and directing that the action be transferred to and placed on the jury
calendar,

The action is to recover damages for personal injuries alleged
to have been sustained by reason of the defendant's negligence, Issue
was joined by the filing of defendant's answer on August 29, 1940 and
the Clerk thereupon placed the action on the non=jury calendar,

The right of trial by jury as declared by the Seventh Amendment
to the Constitution or as given by a gtatute of the United States, is
preserved by Rule 38, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, which, however,
requires service of "a demand therefore in writing at any time after
the commencement of the action and not later than ten days-after the ser-
vice of the last pleading". 1In addition thereto, Rule 39(b) invests a
discretionary power in the court,

The attorney for the plaintiff states in his moving affidavit,
verified Sept. 20, 1940, that he learned for the first time, on that
date, that neither the plaintiff nor the defendant had @emanded a jury
trial as provided in Rule 38(b) Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, al-
though he had given directions that such demend should be timely made,

98 Bull, 17
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