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We are publishing our news items under difficult conditions (lack of the
devil's currency as long as it will last). Nevertheless, we feel our work is
proving beneficial, due to the fact that we are crowded with opportunities to com-
pete with the famous educated society of A mericans of Jewish Faith, Our people
are waking up to reality, to the extent that the masterful KKK is becoming
worried, Our people are waking up, getting rid of fears, and A llah is fighting
their battle with non-violence. Somehow, before we can get started on relating
"White Man's History", of how he was made and for what purpose, also the
"Black Man's History'" and how he was created, beginning at the year 6045
years ago of our calendar years, we find that we are confronted with the
present history which we feel is just as important, and even more now that
it is the day of separation., In the so-called Holy Bible is written-- "'Let
wheat (meaning black mankind) and the tariff (meaning white mankind)
grow up together, and when harvest time comes (meaning the Rule of A llah),

I, God, will separate them, ' The time is now, as it is written; "'Know the
Truth and the Truth will set them free.'' We are getting on the Freedom
train of Independence, Some can think and speak for themselves with no help
from the devils,

Herein contains a letter written by Archleader Stoner, leader
of the Christian Party of the Ku Klux Klan in Kentucky to the righteous
people of America which concerns us all, I am with the Negro Race and where
my heart is, the hearts of all Muslims are for the right thing, The KKK, as I
have been taught in the Christian Religion, by various Christians, originated
in the Catholic Church, mother of all christian denominations, When I asked
my former Jewish employer to teach me the origin of the Christian Religion,
She taught me the Catholic way., This was not too hard for me to understand
because I had worked for the Dominican Nuns for approximately two or three
years, and what I saw of them, I was sure there was no God in this religion,
and most surely he could not have been my father's and mother's, no matter
how blessed; this would be against nature, I am black,

Due to the position held by this gentleman, Mi, J, B, Stoner and

com nyi of Superior power and force, chief leader of the Christian organ-
e

ization, leader of the KKK. w%ﬁh &hefir own flag of authority, the Cross of
Jesus, and their Superior inethod of educating the Negroes to make them J
stay in their places or get in their places, under their own flag THE BEAUT@'

FUL CRESENT, I am convinced. The KKK once upon a time was Lord and(]



A ~ i <
and Master over the Nugro Race until your HATE, Eviu AND JEALOUSY,
crimes and cruelty towards us was so severe it reached Heaven and our
Black God was touched by our sufferings, not our prayers because we have
never prayed a prayer that was heard by God until he came to America and
taught Elijah Muhammad how to teach us to pray to a true God to get the
answer, We cannot overlook anything written and signed by Mr, J,B. Stoner,
we have not forgotten Emmet Till and Mac Charles Parker and the Florida
student that was raped seven times by four white men, and none paid the
price that is still due, We cannot overlook Mr, Stoner's teachers, they
have to be worst, but without the nerve. Allah taught us 0o know a man by
his works, and if his works are evil this man is devil, and if they be good,
this man is God, not from his act, but from his brain, that only God can
see, We have seen the work of the KKK in uniform and in plain clothes.
We cannot overlook the fact that the name "Jesus' our Muslim brother
has been used to shield this dirty KKK religion in the Church of the white
rich devils and poor Negroes, Jesus me ans Justice and Allah is the God
of Abraham, Noah, Lot, Jesus, and today we have the last one, Elijah
Muhammad from the same God, teaching the same thing FREEDOM,
JUSTICE AND EQUALITY,.

A Jew, Mrs, Stein said this is what he was teaching at first,
but that the people did not want that kind of religion so he changed to what
pleased the wite ma n and organized christianity. If God sent him to teach
it his way, this is what he was killed for. We cannot overlook the beastly
approach used by this gentleman of this might;; religion because he can
only be what his religion teaches him and his methods of understanding
has to be of the characteristics of those of his teacher.

In as much as we have this letter from this famous gentleman,
I am taking this opportunity upon myself to caution Mr. Stoner, if he
values his head and the sword of Justice, In this day and age these
niggers (as he calls the Negro Race) are the most precious niggers in
America, the most valuable people on the planet earth. These niggers
are more precious than the finest diamond ever to be found in the Holy
City Mecca next to Allah, God Himself, Ignorant and evil, black and ugly
as some may be, they belong ao Allah, Some of these Niggers you referred
to are niggers like me, I am a Muslim, dressed just like my nigger sisters

to help them stand on their feet the way I do but know that Allah is God and
I declare Sire, you will need another planet for yourself and company of
KKKs. Sometime I paste on a little lip stick to get up to them, and I find
this also works., There are times when I do not recognize another

Muslim until we begin to talk, so don't fool yourself, I have even met

a nigger preacher teaching Christianity to make some money, but when

he began to talk to me he said Allah came to America and raised up one
man Elijah Muhammad and no white man had better not mess with him and
I had to take a walk I was so surprised,

(2)



Mr, J. 2. Stover of the KKK has written quite a few letters before
begzing for first one thing and then another, now he is begging Mr, Muhammad
to declare in public print that the great white race is superior, This I will
do to oblige Mr, 5" ~ver of the KKX, Due to the fact Mr., Muhammad is too
busy negotiating and working out means and methods with the educated in
Islam how to go about building schools, factories, homes and every other
progressive enterprise for the advancement of the Nation of Islam and
does not have time to bicker with the problems of the KKK a little thing
like this can be done by any 12 year old Muslim child, I ran across it in
the New York Amsterdam Newspaper so I will take advantage of this
glorious opportunity. I hate begging and charity practiced by people who
could do for themselves, Islam is truth and Mr, Stover wants ''Truth, "

The Truth Mr, Stover, is this -- The hour is near when the law
of Islam will be enforced in states, Any white devil who I-*2rcourses with
nigzer feamales under any circumstances, will have his head carefully
removed from his body by his own blood relative or their heads will be
moved ""Kosha Style' . Muslims can collect a reward for heads of white
devils. Look how many heads we can get in our own neighborhoods, Look
how many heads we can get from Negro Newspapers and magazines, Look
what we have in Africa "'white men's heads'. With your freedom to inter-
course in the Negro Race you forgot to take your children with you and
today the world can see and bear witness that the Great white race is the
superior race in prostitution, adultry, lying, stealing, murdering, se-
ductions, fun making, disgusting nakedness, beggars, disgusting rapers
of children in the whole world, in fact you are champions in this field,
Even your leading lady Mrs, Roosevelt openly stated she is ashamed of her
race after all she is one who travels in the East trying to have civilized
people accept the American way of life, Nob~’y wants it but the American
Negro educated, but even they are beginning to see, they could never
stoop so low, I hope this is all you need to satisfy your begging habit
from Elijah Muhammad.

NCTICE TO NEGRCES OF RESPONSIEILITY

The time is not too far - ‘away that your own lives will be in
jeapordy seeking to negotiate on hehalf of the Negro Race, preach, teach,
influence or encourage any information, religion or education from the
white people or about white people to our people without the approval
of Elijah Muhammad, and his approval is from God.

THE LETTER

The following is a letter addressed to Elijah Muhammad from
Archleader, J.B. Stoner, 'Imperial Wizard, Christian Knights of the
KLU KLUX KLAN, " dated August 27, 1959, address Suite B. Barret

Avenue, (Corner of Barret and Broadway) Louisville, Kentucky, the
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same letter was sent tu...e New ' York Folice Commiss.-.er, Stephen
Kennedy and was printed in the New York Amsterdam News on Saturday
September 19th edition of that paper and I quote:

"Infidel:

I have you blaclt Muslims on the run and I will soon put
: you out of business. That being the case , why dont you (all errors are
dissolve your Muslim niggers organization of Islam and tell your MT. Stoner's )
darkies to go home and be good niggers and stay in their place *

Muhammad, you don't have a chance against me because I am using other
niggers against you, Some niggers work for me for pay and others work
me because they are cowards and some of them work for me because they
know I am right.

You will have to admit that I kept you from speaking in Indianopolis
recently. For several monthis I have been operating out of my special
Louisville base to build the Klan stronger in the border states, especially
Indiana. Therefore, when I heard you were planning to speak in Indianapolis,
I drove oer to Indianapolis and had a conference with local Klan leaders,
They told me I had nothing to worry about because they would scare the
cowardly niggers in Indianapolis. They then got prominent people to call
on Rev. Hardin and other leaders of the nigger community in Indianapolis
and headed you off. We were also able to frizhten you » and your black
friends with the police. Of course, I told them to threaten you with other
laws, instead of that un-constitutional law w that says you can't hate
anybody, whatever that means.

When I became a Kleagle in the Klu Klux Klan in 1942, that Kjeagles
commission was granted to me by the Late Imperial Wizard Dr,

James A, €ole-scott, a native of Terre Taute, Indiana, who was then
reigning over the Klan from the Imperial Palace in Atlanta, I am his
successor and have his old contacts in Indiana, Indiana belongs to the
Christian Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in xx trust for Christianity and the
great White Race, We don't want you to be stirring up the blacks there,
so remember it is a Klan State. We control manv of Indiana's politicians
and some of its niggers, including nigger preachers, as you well know
from experience. Therefore, leave the White Christian State of Indiana
to us.

If I can put you out of business, the Ku Klux Klan will once again become
supreme throughout the North because xx the other niggers are easier
to handle than you Muslims . So why don't you make it easier for us
by (see next page)

PRESERVE THE WIIITE RACE

(4)
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Page 2, From Archleader J,E. Sioner to LMuslim R'EeéSenger Elijah
Muhammad,

folding up and going back into the churches where your evil souls can
be saved,

I am now leaving Luouisville on a speaking tour of Florida, the
Carolinas, Virginia and Delaware before returning to my national
headquarters in Atlanta. I will tell loyal white people in all of those
states how I am putting you - Muslims out of business and how White
Supremacy will soon be restored throughout America, Most white
people know how cowardly niggers are, so they will know I am telling
them the truth when I tell them that I am bound to defeat you because
I am even able to get many darkies to denounce you black Muslims
and work against you. In fact, you would be surprised to know how
many niggers and white officials I have working against you niggers
in many places., Some of them don't suspect that we Klansmen are
using them and wouldn't believe it if you told them, so I am safe in
bragging about it, We are even able to use people against you blacks
that don't like the Klan, For instance, we got some people are not
Klansmen to go to a certain Senator and persuade him to denounce
you black Muslims; that is the way we often work,

I am writing this letter to you to make things easicr for me, If

you will dissolve. your temples of Islam and publicity say that the
great White Race is a superior race and that all niggers should

stay in their place, the Klan can proceed to take over the Country--
in a legal way, of course. Once you Muslims stop resisting the Ku
Klux Klan, the other niggers won't even try to stop us. If you will

do that, I will help you to get a good job on farms. You don't have

a chance against us, so why don't you quit ? You know that the
niggers are too cowardly to support you; their cowardice even causes
them to fight you -- they know the Whites are their betters.

I am now on my way to Florida to stop integration down there by
niggers who hate their own race so much that they prefer to
associate with Whites, Watch and you will see that, by the grace
of God, I will stop integration in Flori‘a, I am not afraid of the
punny NAACP or their leaders who aren't even niggers. Florida
here I come.

With every wish for the failure of black Islam, I.

remain; Yours for Christ, Race & Country
J.B. STONER
Imperial Wizard of the Christian Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan., "

THELMA X, Editor of Truth Magazine
MRS. T. REASON, Publisher
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158260 Cetober 9, 1941

¥r. Prack d. Reed
500 Last First Street
Oklahoma City, Oklahoms

Dear Nr, leed:

This will acknowledge recelpt of your letter of Jep-
tember 25, 1941, referring to the Departaent's letier of
August 27, 1941, and requesting the address of the Chair-
nan of the Coamittee on Fair Employment Practices of the
Office of Froduction Yanagement,

You ars advised that the Chalmsan of the Committese
is My, Kark Sthridge; however, all communications should
be addressed to the Committes on Fair Euployment Fractices,
Office of Production ianagement, Room 2757, New Soclal Se-
surity Bullding, Washington, D. C.

Respectlully,
For the Attorngy Ceneral

WENDZLL BIRGE
Assistant Attorney Ceneral
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ADDRESS REPLY TO

“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL® 2
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPARTM ENT OF JUST[CE
WASHINGTON, D.C.
September 24, 1941

— WB:FCPedld

158260

Mr. Frank M. Mclaughlin, President
Mr., Archie Marshall, Secretary
United Mine Workers of America
Marlanna, Pennsylvania

Gentlemen:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of Septem—
ber 12, 1941, which embodied a resolution protesting against
racial discrimination practiced by certain corporations in
regard to employment of indoor workers.

The matter you complain of does not appear to involve a
violation of any Federal criminal statute, and for this reason
the jurisdiction of this Department cannot be invoked. Your
attention, however, is called to the President's Executive
Order of June 25, 1941, No. 8802, condemning racial discrimi-
nation in connection with National Defense contracts and es-
tablishing a Committee on Fair Employment Practices in the
Office of Production Management.

If you are advised of specific instances of discrimina-
tion coming within the purview of the above mentioned Execu-
tive Order, it is suggested that you communicate the facts
regarding those instances to the Cormittee on Fair Employment
Practices of the Office of Production Management, Washington,

D‘ Gl

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

/M{mﬁ.u_ BERGE W

Assistant Attorney Ge netal ',
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Mr. Frank M. McLaughlin, President
Mr. Archie Marshall, Secretary
United Mine Workers of America
Marlanna, Fennsylvania
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October 8, 1941

¥r. Will Bryant
Perry, Florida

Dear Sir:

We have your letter of September 22, 1941,
addressed to the Preaident and by him referred to
this Department, reguesting assistance for your
daughter who you state has been sentenced to the
"sounty gang."

The Federal Government can exercise no
control over the acts of local officials as their
actions are regulated by the state laws. We regret,
therefore, that this Department is unable to help
you except to suggest, if' you have not already done
so, that you request the Florida State Velfare Board,
District 5, County Unit, Perry, Florida, to assist
you in your difficulty.

A5

Administrative Assistant
to the Attorney General

SIGNED AND MATL:

OCT 10 1941
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October 6, 1941

Mrs. Rosie Mae Hill
Maple Boulevard
Route 4, Box 636
Tucson, Arizona

Dear Madam:

¥e have your letter of September 21, 1041,
addressed to the President and by him referred to
this Department. You request assistance to recover
damages for the death of your husband who you state
was shot by a certain person.

The T'ederal Government has jurisdiction
only in those cases involving some federal question,
As there is no indication that such a question exists
in your case, it is regretted that this Department
can be of no assistance to you. We can only suggest
that you consult some loeal attorney for advice on
the subject.

T. D. Qui
Administrative Assistant
to the Attornsy General

[ STONTD AND MAILED |
0CT 6 1941
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” MURDER CHARGE .I?I.) AGINST C.W, DAVIS IN It SHOOTING CASE

Davis releaszed on $2500 bond

CoWe Davis, farmer, hwo lives about seven miles north of Coleman
on the Baird road, allegedly shot and killed Quiney Hill, a negro
farm laborer who had been in his employ about 12 year, about dark
last night,

Officers and the justice of the peace arrived at the scene of the
crime about nine o'clock. They were out of town when the shooting
occurred. Barclay Martin, in the coroner's verdict, stated that
the negro, Quincy Hill, came to his death as the rceult of a gun
wound inflicted by Ce We Davis.

Mr. Davis has been charged with murder, and was released on a $2500
bond. The negro was past 40 years of age.

Acecording to reports, the story goes like this: Davis was returning
home from Coleman and the raod to his house was blocked by a car
driven by negroes who were visiting Hill. The car was stuck in the
mud. According to witnesses, heated words followed and Davis is

said to have gone to his house and got his gun. Hill apparently be=
came incensed that his friends were insulted while enjoying their
annual holiday, the nineteenth. The huge negro started toward the
Davis home and the men met. The negro is ® said to have made threate
ening advances, and the shooting followed.

The negro had a large bullet hole in his chest, and apparently died
instantly.

Coleman County Chronilce
June 20, 1940







September 19, 1941

780 1] FOR DIVISION HECORDS

Re: Racial Co
Bombings at Dallas, Texas

Aleged Violation of Civil Rights

It is requested that all materials comcerning the

above entitled matter be transferred from the attached

Pils No. 158260, Section 51, to File No. 158260-62. For
your convenience the letters and materials referred to

have been marked with clips.

Enclosure No. 337167
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Washington, D, C,

February 26, 1940

CIRCULAR NO, 335%

TO UNITED STATES ATTCRNEYS AND MARSHALS,
AND THE DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU
OF_INVESTIGATION

Several weeks ago, at the direction of the President, the in-
vestigation of espionage, sabotage, and violation of neutrality regu-
lations in whieh verious Government agencies are engaged, was pleced
under the direction of the Federal Bureesu of Investigation,

In a stetoment issued on September 6, 1939, directing attention
to this arrengement and requesting local police and other law enforce-
ment officers to turn over to the nearest representative of the Tederal
Bureau of Tnvestigation any infoimation obtained by them relating to
espionage, counter-esplonage, zabotage, subversive asctivities, and vio-
lation of the neutrality laws, the President stated: "This task must
be conducted in a comprehensive and effective manner on a nationeal
basis, and 2ll information must be carefully sifted out and correlated
in order to avoid confusion and irresponsibility."

In order to make these arrangements as effective as possible,
and make available to the public the protection and security they are
intended to provide, there must be active cooperation and teamwork
between the seversl offices concerned, Possible misunderstanding and
confusion may be avoided if the following procedure is observed by
United States Attorneys and Marshels, and Agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation:

411 reports and information that may be received by United States
Attorneys and Marshals concerning these activities, and any persons
having or claiming to have knowle¢dge or evidence thereof, should be sent
or referred irmediately to the nearest office of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Whenever it appears from information in the possession
of the Bureau that a violation of federel law may have been committed,
the circumstances should without delay be brought by the Bureau to the
attention of the United States Attorney for the purvose of taking such
action, by way of prosecution or otherwise, as the United States Lttorney
shall deem advisable, In the absence of an emergency situation in




1223 Elm Avenue,
Brooklyn, New Yor

September 16, 1941.

he President of the United Stat

'Mr. Franklin D, Roosevelt":

The White House,
District of Columbia. B
MW Seemsiay i o “’M“ font
Dear Sir: : V. REGOT 213
According to the

The Governor of Geor
University of all "foreign" instructors
Governor, a "foreigner" is any person born outside of the

State of Georgia.,
The legislature of Georgla has ordered certain books
These books deal with nothing but

banned from that State.
the evolution of humanity and the relation of the colored race
to the white, totally harmless subjects. Harmless, that is,
j As to the

to those who waent truth spoken and justice done.

harmful effects these books have upon the Blble, that is
and

utter nonsence,
It 1s quite clear that the legislature of Georgila

the Governor of that sovereign State, sovereign only to the
extent that its laws do not overrule the Constitution and the

laws of the United States, are trying, starting slowly and

cautiously, to suppress all the rights of the Negro people.
after the war between the States, that

It was decided
the status of the Negro and white peoples shall be the same.

However the Negro is still a slave in Georgia, and is doomed




to slavery if the actions of the Governor and legislature

of the State of Georgia go unanswered.

The State of Georgla has challenged the soverelgnty

and the Constitution of the Government of the United States.

The State of Georgla has declared that the citizens of the

remaining forty-seven States are foreigners to the State of

Georgie, and, therefore, they shall be denied the privileges

of citizens, in the State of Georgia.

The State of Georgia has declared thet it, and it alone,

shall decide what 1s and is not fit to print.

The State of Georgla has, therefore, renounced the

Constitution of these United States, and should, therefore,

be occupied by the forces of these United States and be governed

a

8

any other non-sovereign territory of these United States
hould be governed.

We have declared that we shall mgke the world safe for

democracy. Let us gain the respect of the world by starting

a

; home and meking our own homes safe for democracy.

Let the challenge of the State of Georgia go unanswered

aéd the unity of the nation will be destroyed.

Sincerely yours,

Daniel Lurie

doyiad Sore
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September 29, 1941

lr; Daniel Lurie
1223 Elm Avenue
Brooklyn, New York
Dear Nr. Lurie:

This will acknowledge receipt, by reference from the

President, of your letter of September 16, 1941, protest-

ing against certaln discriminatory legislation allegedly
passed by the State of Ceorgla.
The contents of your communication have been noted.
Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General
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September 29, 1941

Mr, Doxey A. Wilkerson

Chairman of the Emergency Conference
Citizens' Committee Against Police Brutality
717 Floride Avenue, N, W,

Wl.lhingt.un, D. C,

Dear lMr. Wilkerson:

This will acknowledpe receipt, by reference from the Presi-
dent, of your letter of September 15, 1941, in which you enclose
& resolution adopted by the Citlizens' Committee Against Police
Brutality. It is noted that the resolution protests alleged
a2ts of police brutality by police of the District of Columbia.

The contents of your cosmunication have been carefully
noted, and so much of it as may call for leglslative attention
should be directed to the appropriate committees in the Congress
of the Unlted States, If you are advised of instances of pelice
brutality which are not presently receiving the attentlon of the
authorities and which you feel may constitute 2 vioclatlon of some
Federal eriminal statute, it is suggested that you submit such
information in as great detail as possible to this Department.
You are assured that the Civil Rights sectiom of the Criminal
Division will give such complaints appropriate consideration.

Respectfully,
For the Attorey General

WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General




EITIZENBQDMMITTEE AGAINST P!IEE BRUTALITY

717 FLORIDA AVENUE, N. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Chairman : M1ss BErTtHA BLAIR ‘Phone: MIcrican 2000
I f)N——j

SEP 23 1941 September 15, 1941
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The President Tf asm GUNRIRERESTT WA
White House : i 7 (2P o
Weshington, D. C. 1-;,4”{ J|’;-" ;_;'r‘?' "-—"t'v' B
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Dear Sirs: ~ 'E.,.,k,wlﬁﬁ?'-’ i e President :

B
Here enclosed is a resclution adopted unanimously
by the Citizena' Emergency Conference on Poliee Brutality,
held at the Metropolitan Baptist Church on Sunday, September
7, and attended by nearly 2,000 persons,
It is our sincere hope that you will give special

attention to correcting the situation with which this

resolution deals,

__Vary truly yours,

Chairman of the Emergency Conference

7
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End Police Brutality in the Nation’s Capital
- %




' A REsoOLUTION .

To tHE Presipent oF THe UniTep StaTes, THe CommissionERs,
AND THE 9QUPERINTENDENT OF FOLICE OF THE D ISTRICT OF C(’)L[_JMR|A

ForR MANY YEARS OUR COMMUNITY HAS BEEN DISGRACED AND OUR
CITIZENS OPPRESSED BY FREQUENT ACTS OF "POLICE BRUTALITY .
DURING RECENT MONTHS THIS EVIL HAS GROWN PROGRESS|VELY MORE
acuté. Now, THE SITUATION 1S INTOLERABLEs |T IMPOSES UPON
YOU THE OBLIGATION TO INSTITUTE DRASTIC MEASURES OF CORRECT-
10N

THE MOST DRAMATIC EXPRESSION OF 'POLICE BRUTALITY' 1S FOUND
IN THE UNWARRANTED BEATING AND KILLING OF CITIZENS BY POLICE
OFF ICERSs |HERE HAVE BEEN APPROXIMATELY 05 SUCH KILLINGS
DURING THE PAST FOURTEEN YEARS, FOUR OF WHICH OCCURRED SINCE
ApriL, 19)j1.. EVEN MORE COMMONARE THOUSANDS OF INSTANCES OF
NON=FATAL POLICE ABUSESe VHESE INCLUDE UNWARRANTEDLY
RRUTAL BEATINGS OF PERSONS APPREHENDED ON SUSPICION OF CRIMES,
ILLEGAL SEARCH OF HOMES, ARRESTS AND IMPRISONMENT OF CITIZENS
AGAINST WHOM NO CHARGES ARE PREFERRED, EXTREME LAXITY IN APPRE=
HEND ) NG THOSE WHO COMMIT CRIMES AGAINST NEGROES, AND
ESPECIALLY THE USE OF DISCOURTEOUS, INSULTING, OR ABUSI|VE
LANGUAGE BY POLICE OFFICERS IN THEIR RELATIONS WITH CITIZENS.

No SECTOR OF OUR POPULATION HAS BEEN ENTIRELY FREE FROM
THESE ACTS OF POLICE BRUTALITY, LAWLESSNESS AND NEGLECTe

EGRO CITIZENS, HOWEVER, HAVE SUFFERED MOSTe ]HEY ARE THE
CHIEF VICTIMS OF OUR OPPRESSIVE POLICEes

EveEnN 1IN MORE NORMAL TIMES, SUCH ACTS OF POLICE BAWBESS-
NESS AND RRUTALITY CONSTITUTED A FLAGRANT NEGLECT OF PUBLIC
DUTY AND A VIOLATION OF THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS OF AMERICAN
CITIZENSs DEFORE NOW, THE NEED FOR CORRECTIVE MEASURES HAS
BEEN MOST URGENTe NOw, HOWEVER, WHEN THE UNITY OF ALL
AMERICANS 1S SO IMPERATIVELY DEMANDED FOR THE EFFECTIVE
BEFENSE OF OUR NATION, == IN SUCH TIMES AS THESE, THE
CONT INUANGE OF POLICE ABUSES WHICH UNDERMINE THE MORALE OF
\ OUR PEOPLE IS NOT MERELY UNDEMOCRATIC AND OFFENSIVE; IT 1S
\POSITIVELY TRA 'ITOR OUS AND A SERIOUS THREAT TO OUR
‘pATIONnL SECURITYe

THE SITUATION WE NOW FACE CALLS FOR THE FOLLOWING
REMEDIAL MEASURES:

1. PROMPT SUSPENSION, RIGOROUS INVESTIGATION, AND THE
IMMEDIATE DI1SCHARGE AND PUNISHMENT OF OFFICERS FOUND
n
GUILTY OF POLICE BRUTALITY ;

" 1

2. YREATION OF A CITIZEN S TRIAL BOARD, WITH POWER TO FIK
PUNISHMENT, TO REPLACE THE PRESENT DISCRIMINATORY POLICE
TRIAL BOARD;




CONTINUED MESOLUTION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE Uni1TED STATES
ET AL

-

7« ABOLITION OF THE OBSOLETE, INEFFICIENT, AND APPARENTLY
cOoRRUPT LORONER S YURY SYSTEM;

UCMPENSATION FOR DEPENDENTS OF ALL POLICE MURDER
VICTIMS;

APPOINTMENT OF FIFTY ADDITIONAL '"EGRO POLICE OFFICERS}
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A NeEcro As PoLice VApTAIN OF
THE SECOND PRECINCT]

INSI1STENCE THAT THE DisTrRicT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE CEASE
FUNCTIONING AS DEFNDER FORE LAWLESS POLICE UFFlCERS,

AND SEEK RATHER TO SERVE AS DEFENDERS OF THE PUBLIC WEL-
FARE;

B . ” A e -
:’RO!":F’TCESﬁATION OF SUCH ILLEGAL POLICE PRACTILECES AS
DRAG=NET ARRESTS, SEARCH WITHOUT WARRANT, AND
IMPRISONMENT WITHOUT CHARGESZ AND

UONSTANT REREADING TO POLICE OFFICERS OF 'OLICE
WMANUAL IJSTRUCTIONS ON THE USE OF FIRE=ARMS, AND
RIGID ENFORCEMENT OF THESE REGULATIONS.

IN ADDITION TO THESE SPECIFIC MEASURES, AND AS A MEANS
TOWARD EFFECTING THEM, THERE IS ONE PARAMOUNT NEED WHICH ONLY
THE PRESIDENT, CommissIONERS, AND SUPERINTENDENT OF FoLICE
CAN ADEQUATELY FULFILL=== THE PUBLIC DECLARATION AND UNCOMPROMIS I
ING PURSUANCEOF AN OFFICIAL POLICY AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY
ANDLAWLESSNESS, AN ANNOUNCED AND ENFORCED POLICY OF INSISTING
THAT OUR LOCAL POLICE SHALL PROTEST THE WELFARE AND RESPECT
THE PERSONALITY OF EVEN THE HUMBLEST OF OUR CITIZENSo.

YOV ARE THE PUBLIC OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR SAFE=GUARDING
THE WELFARE OF OUR COMMUNITY. THEREFOHE, WEs APPROXIMATELY
TWO THOUSAND CITIZENS OF THE “ISTRIC OF LfC)L[_.lr'l.-H'iI,’\\‘, REPRESENTING
NEARLY. FIFTY THOUSAND ORGANIZED RESIDENTS OF THI1S LITY, DEMAND
THAT. YOU -BD YOUR PUBLIC DUTYs IHE INTERESTS OF OUR' COMMUNITY
AND THE EFFECTIVE DEFENSE OF OUR NATION NOW REQUIRES THAT YOU
ACT PROMPTLYAND DECISIVELY TO STOP THE POLICE AWLESSNESS AND
BRUTALITY WITH WHICH WE ARE NOW OPPRESSED.

(AporTeED BY THE DistricT ofF CoLumera EmERGENCY CONFERENGE ON
PoLice PrutALiTy, METROPOLITAN PAPTIST “HURCH, SEPTEMBER 7,
L9%Le lssuep By THE “iTizEns' ComwiTTEE AGAInsT PoLice BrRuTAL-

1TY, 77 FLripa Avenue, NeW.)




A RESOLUTION

VAGRANCY

A bill (H. R. 5448) has been introduced in Congress for the purpose
of enlarging the crime of vagrancy in the Distriet of Columbia,

If this bill becomes law a person who is unable to find a job
might be put in jail as a bagrant if he lives with & friend, or if he
sleeps in public building or in the open air, or if he just cannot
find a job and has no means of support,

Under these conditions, such a law would expose many persons
to the danger of being arrested and Jailed merely because the cannot
find a job,

This bill would threaten many citizens with being treated as
eriminals, not for anything they might do, but only because'thay
could not find a job.

The bill makes it a crime for any perscn to be on the streets
late unless he can satisfy the police and the court that his reason
for being there is satisfactory. Any person might be arrested merely
for being on the street late at night without being accused of unlawful
acts or even of bad character,

The existence of such a law might at any time .encouragé’ lawless
conduct by the police; at the.preaent time, it could only create new
opportunities for the brutility which Negro citizens are suffering

from the police.

Now, therefore, BE IT RESOLVED that the bill (He R.5448) is



unqualifiedly condemned as a dangerous attack upon the liberties

of all citizens of the Distriet of Columbia, which would not solve

but would increase the present problem of law enforcement,
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W ashington C10 Demands
End of Police Brutality

Council Protests Attacks Against Labor, 63
Killed in Gestapo-Reign of Terror, Calls
for Ouster of Cop in Negro Slayings

(Daily Worker Washington Bureau)

WASHINGTON, Aug. 22.—An immediate end to police
brutality and terror against labor and the Negro people was
demanded here by the Washington Industrial Union Council,
CIO, at its bi-weekly meeting.

The acts of the police, ineluding 63 killings, chargeless
arrests and assaults on pickel line,o¢—m8mmMmMm ———
was called “the record of a force
functioning more like the Gestapo
of Hitler than an organization
formed by law for the protection of

pendents. Appointing 2 committee,
headed by Jack Zucker af the
United Shoe Workers, to convey the
S protest personally to Acting Chief
life, property and the civil rights |, Ppolice Edward J. Kelly, the
of the people.” council called on the new depart-

Such attacks, the Council state- | ment head to make known his views
| ment said, “tend to undermine their | on the actions of his subordinates,
| faith in our democratic way of life The body also called upon Con-
| and hamper our efforts to unite all | gress “to resume its hearings on the
cections of the population for an | District Police Devartment with a
| all out defense effort.” view towards ending the above
| Immediate suspension of the offi- mentioned abuses.” The Council
cer who shot and killed two in- |also took a stand in favor of the re
Inoconf Negro boys Wwas demanded appointment of Edwin S. Smith tc
| by the council, which also called | the National Labor Relation

nsation for the boys' de- | Board.




onger of a three weeks’ victory,
True, the German mechanized
legions have seized a considerable
Strip of territory for the time be-
ing, and they now hold Nikolaey
and Krivoy Rog, their biggest prizes

to date, The grave threat to Lenin- |
grad, too, has had to be met by an
extraordinary proclamation by Mar-
shal Klimenti Voroshilov, calling on
the people for the most determined,

most united defense effort on be-
half of their city,

NAZIS ARE VAGUE

But from Berlin itself, in the tel-
ephoned dispatch of C. Brooks
Peters yesterday to the Times, the
Nazi. authorities refrained for once
from boasting of Leningrad’s early
capture, and said that it would be
‘merely surrounded.” Another tele-

phoned Times dispateh from Berlin |
“informed |
this |

said on the Same day,
quarters here frankly asserted
afternoon that the Reich was antic-
ipating that the campaign would
continue throughout the winter.”
A bright new light on the effec-
tiveness of Soviet guerrilla fighting

behind the German lines was sup- |

plied yesterday afternoon in an
Associated Presg dispatech  from
Berlin, based on an interview with
an “authorized German commen-
tator.,” A newspaperman inquired
About the situation in the western

been reported

asked i hostilities still were go-
ing on as far back of the lines as
the Pinsk area, roughly 220 miles
west of Gomel, which the Germans
have occupied, the spokesman
shrugged and murmured: ‘Pos-
| sibly. »
| Military men know, even if writ-
ers of newspaper headlines do not,
that an army with such an ad-
| mittedly unsettled rear is far from
being a victorious army.

MORALE PRAISED

The official report to the British
| War Office by Lieut. Gen. F. N.
Mason-MacFarlane. head of the
British Mission to Moscow, as re-
ported yvesterday by the Associated
Press, gives praise to the morale
and efficiency of the Red Army.
| General Mason-MacFarlane was
permitted by the Soviet authorities
to visit the front in the Smolensk
area, the dispatch said, and he saw
the Red Army in action. He re-
ported that he was impressed by
“the excellent cooperation between
the Red Air Force and other arms,” |
The Red Army also, he said, “meth-
odically and quickly cleared the
| battlefield over which the igi
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September 27, 1941

Rev. Ernest Lynn Walderf
Presiding Bishop

Illinois Methodist Conference
Quiney, Tllinois

Dear Bishop Waldor{:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of Sep-
tember 15, 1941, by reference of the President, in which
you set forth a resolution adopted by the Illinois Metho-
dist Conference on September 13, 194l. The resolution
therein recommends the elimination of racial ineligibilily
to citizenship and of the exclusion system based on that
ineligibility.

The contents of your communication have been care-
fully noted, but as this is a matter which appears to re-
quire-legislative attention, it is suggested that you pre-
sent your resolution to your representatives in Congress,
if you have not already done so.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney Ceneral

WENDELL BERGE
Asszistant Attorney Gemneral
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President of the United-States,— - —— |
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

The Illinois Conference of the Methodist Church
on September 13, 19111, in session at Quiney, Illinois,
adopted & resolution whereon we invite Your Excellency's
assistance in procuring the necessary legislation.

"iie appeel for legisletion by the Congress of
the United States to eliminate racial ineligibility to
citizenship and the exclusion system, based thereon, by
the enactment of the following provisions:

l. That laws providing naturalization to
citizenship in the United States shall apply hereafter
to all aliens alike, irrespective of race, color, or place
of birth.

2. The provisions governing Quota Immigrants
from European and certain other countries shall be extended

to ineclude all persons native to Asia and the Islands
adjacent thereto."

Yours for Christian citizenship,

ILLINCIS METHODIST CONFERENCE

S
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September 15th 1941

President Roosevelt
Thite House
Washington, De. Ce
Dear Sir:=-

Being keenly aware of the menace of Hitler and Hitlerism I
appeal to you - as an outspoken enemy of the Hitler line of thought and
action - to crush the counterpart of Hitlerism in the United States of
America: I refer to the vicious segregation, discrimination and terrorism
practiced against the Negro people outside as well as inside the armed
forces of this country.

My appeal 1s by no means a purely personal one; it is based on
eight years of steady follow-up of the retrogression of the nations which,
having failed to throw off the leech of Eitlerism now finds that it has
grown to monstrous proportions.

This un-American treatment of the Negro people is just such
a leech - and if not plucked out now may repeat the Hitler metamorphosis.

Therefore, Mr, President, I urge not just another statement -
it is evident that is not emough, but an order based upon your enlarged
executive powers. I am convinced that the American people would be only too
glad to back such an order.

Very nincerg:_l.y yours,

.

Coha:taﬂcé hJ-a:ék::"cm
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797 L Mark_, M,.




T. D. QUINN .
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TG

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

158260

Bepartment of Justice

TWashington
September 15, 1941

Mr. John Lee Anderson
1013 Clinch Street
Knoxville, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

We have your letter of August 18, 1941,
addressed to the President and by him referred to
this Department, concerning your difficulties
arising from the various offenses which you state
you have committed,

The Federal Government has no control
over offenses committed ageinst state laws. This
Department, therefore, is unable to be of any
asaistance except to suggest that you consult
some local attorney for advice in the matter.

uly your:?
M p -4 _,_-q.___,p\._,_,_‘-_u—f“-———-.....—r"—-—-v—r“h-_____‘.

T. Db Qllinn
Administrative Assistant
to the Attorney General
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September 24, 1941

Nr. Frank M. Mclaughlin, President
Mr. Archie Marshall, Secretary
United Mine Workers of America
Marlanna, Pennsylvania

Gentlemen:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of Septem-
ber 12, 1941, which embodied a resolution protesting against
racial discrimination practiced by certain corporations in
regard to employment of indoor workers.

The matter you complain of does not appear to involve a
vielation of any Federal criminal statute, and for this reason
the jurisdiction of this Department cannot be inveked. Your
attention, however, is called to the President's kxecutive
Order of June 25, 1941, No. 8802, condemning racial discriml-
nation in connection with National Defense contracts and es-
tablishing a Committee on Fair Employment "pactices in the
Office of Production Management.

If you are advised of 'specific instances of discrimina-
tion coming within the purview of the above mentioned Execu-
tive Order, it is suggested that you communicate the facts
regarding those instances to the Comittee on Fair Employment
Practices of the Office of Production Management, Washington,
Ds C,

Rllplﬂtflﬂly.

For the Attorney General

WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General




September 12
Penna.,__° ptember 12,

Box 21

Department of

Justice
Washington,

I was instructed by my Local Union
following resolution on race discrimination:

MIT DT A & ] | 1 Nl 2 -
WHEREAS : C eries Corporation ha
made it a general 13

ninate against hiring of
Negro workers,

=3

i

WAETTT

stitutional,

REAS this practice

1 and uncon=
and hinders the nat defense and morale of
our country, therefore, be it resolved, that Local Uniom
No, 2874, U. M. W. A., located at Marianna, Pennsylvenia,
TE):}I‘C:SD'ITti:".; 838 members, goes on record :";(_‘.1_':'_!_‘_71'1']_1_’18 thet you
investigate this situation immediate Ve

President 4

Secretary




September 24, 1941

N¥r. Walter White

Secretary, National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

67 Fifth Averme

New York, New York

Re: Difficulties at Camp Robinson,
Arkansas, August 14 to August 16,
1941

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to communication of Septem-
ber 10, 1941, and its attachment, an affidavit of
William Curry, dated September 5, 194l.

You are advised that investigations indicated
that the state troopers interceded in this matter at
the request of the military police. For this reason there
does not appear to be a suitable basis for federal juris-
diction under the Civil Rights Statutes,

The Department is likewise in receipt, by refer-
ence from the Office of the Assistant to the Civilian Aide
to the Secretary of War, of certain documents left by you
with his office.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney Qeneral

SIGNED
9 tl

AND MATLED II'F
!
25 1941 ' |

CORDS | WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General




September 24, 1941

¥r. Truman K. Oibson, Jr.

Assistant to the Oivilian Aide to the
Secretary of War

War Department

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Gibson:

Reference is made to communication of Septem-
ber 17, 1941, which transmits photostats of certain
documents left with you by Mr. Walter White, Secretary
of the National Association fer the Advancement of
Colored People.

The Department has received considerable in-
formation in relation to the difficulties which ensued
at or near Camp Robinson August 13 to August 16, 1941,
Access has been afforded the Department to the confidential
files of the War Department,

For your information we have been advised that
the state troopers in this instance acted at the behest
of the military police. As soon as adequate military police
appeared on the scene the state troopers left. For this
reason there appears to be no suitable basis for the inter-
vention of federal jurisdiction under the Civil Rights
Statutes.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

: o
AND MAILED |

e
! SN & aAA
G - O

Bt WENDELL BEROE
\ Asslstant Attorney Qeneral




WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

SECEIVES
SEP 18 1941

Ly, prosS™
NAL DIN == September 17, 1941

Mr. Wendell Berge
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Berge:

A short while ago, Mr. Walter White, Secretary of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
lef't with this office the original copies of some documents
which he wished to call to your attention. At his request,
therefore, I am sending you herewith photostatic copies of

the material.

Yours very truly,

o {t
Truman K. Gibson, Jr.

Assistant to the Civilian Aide to
Secretary of War
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— 258260

Mr. Wendell Berge
Rgstetant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington,D,C,

SEP 11 1941
Ly 4L T
Dear Mr, Berge:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of S.ptember 8th
in answer to mine of August 29th which transmitted certain
information, statements and affidavite relative tc the
difficulties at Camp Robinson, Arkansas,

I gend you herewith affidavit from William Curry in which
you will note his sworn stetement that an Arkansas state
policeman demanded of a Negro scldier thet he turn over

hie army Tifle to the police officer and that when the
goldier refused to do so, as it was against army regulations,
the policeman snatched the gun from him, It is our
understanding that this is a cleear violation of federal

law and we ask that appropriate action be taken in this and
the other sworn statements which have been submitted to

you,

Ever sincerely,

Secretary

Fafo




William Curr
*3653 Irean .
Inkster, Michigan

Sep-bem‘ 5, 19L1

Just as we were getting into Arkansas the state policeman cesme up to one
of the soldiers and told him to give him his gun., The boy told him, "I am not
supposed to give any-one my gum, it was given to me and I am not to give it
to any-one else." The state policeman got out of his ocar and gnatched the gun
off his shoulder and opened it, looked into it; finding nothing in it he gave
| it baock to the boy and said to the lieutenant, "Why don't you put a white man on
| here?" "We don't allow any Niggers in this town," The lieutenant said, "If we
put & white men on here the boys will not recognize him." The state policemsn
hed a few words with the lieutenant, using profane language in the meanwhile.

We had two colored military policemen up in Gurdon, Arkansas; they were
supposed to walk in the colored neighborhoods and the white military police

were to walk in the white neighborhoods. The southern white military police

\ =
e

did not like this arrangement (Orders from the lieutenant) . One of the white
military poliece pulled out his pistol and stuck it in the colored military
policeman's face and told him, "Nigger how are you going to tell me where to
walk at?" (He was using profane lengusge at intervals) Our military police
did not have any pistols, only billy clubs. The two colored came on back to
oamp and told the lieutenant what had ocecurred, so the lieutenant went to
Gurdon to see the Marshall sbout what had happened, He did not get any
considerstion. The next day the police ceme out on the highway, sbout one=-
nalf block from where we were camped., We were in the woods working, some of
the boys were counting out maps for the meneuvers, These two policemen drove
out on the highway and stopped, getting out of their car. About twenty cars
of white civiliens parked behind the police. When the civilians got out of their
oars they went over to the policemens car, the police got a box of ammunition
end gave it to the civilians, so we (the draftees) drove on down to camp and
wes getting ready to move to another erea. As we were marching down the high-

way, the state policemen and the white civilians drove up to the lieutenant and
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Camp ~ &+ ’ffidnvit .

Page 2

yelled, "Get those Niggers off the highway and into the swarps." The lieutenant
welked on as if he had not heard him., The state police got out of his ocser

and knooked the lieutensnt down. . The other policemsn put & gun in the lieutenant's
ribs, telling him to get up. The white oivilians did not like the idea of the
lieutenant teking up for the colored boys. They oalled him a "white Yonkee", and
said, "Get those Niggers off the highway and into the swamps," (A1l the while he
was talking he was using profsne language.,) We had to get into the swamps, It
was all mud, water, muek. We merched on down into the woods to where we were
going to camp for the night. We were just getting settled when a group of white
oiviliens ceme into cemp and told us, "All you Niggers better get out of here

before dark." We went and told the lieutensnt about it. The lieutenant told us,

"Now I sm not telling you boys to leave here or anything, but if you should happen

to leave try to get some civilian clothes to wear." He said if it was left up to
him he would bring us all up here to Michigan.

We had some guards out near the highwaey guarding the camp and state police
oaught the guard and beat him up pretty badly. Eleven boys, myself included,
met out on the railroed tracks. The boys tried to get us to go to Gurdon, Arkansas
to the railroad. We did mot want to go through here (Mo, Railways) becsuse we
knew the white oivilians would run us out. TWe walked down the tracks for sbout one-
half mile-dawn, then we heard some shots. Later, a freight train came; on this
train were five boys who had also left, These boys told us that the nine boys who
had not wanted to come with us had been killed by white oivilians. This boy end
myself received ecivilian clothes and bus fare to the nesrest town, This boy had
relatives in Louisians, We stayed there for about two weeks, a boy had promised
to bring us back to Michigan but some of his relatives oame back with him so he
hed no room for us. I left this boy in Louisiana and oaught a freight train to

Texas., Trying to get back to Michigan I walked about 300 miles, I caught a ride
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in & truok to a small town, I ocan't recall the name, and then I walked f'rom

there to St. Louis, Mo. From St. Louis I got a ride to Chicago. I hobed from
Chicago to Detroit. I arrived in Detroit, Thursday, September lith, I went to

my grendmother's home and tried to devise a way to get back to Camp Custer and let

them know I had arrived safely and had no intention of desartlng‘.
State of Michigan 85 William Curry M
W ayne

County Of ==mmmemcmemmmm o wem aeao o=

2 forty o
in the year one thousand nine hundred and--——=S=-—ememecseesosmem- =before me,

a Notary Public, in and for said county, personally appearedm=m—=—=- e e -
William Curry

- -

to me known to be the same person---described in and who executed the within
instrument, who

his
then acknowledged the same to bomunmmmnnemmen==free act and deed.

o Q0 T Sulla
Taa 1. Hodre
ALDA T. HODGE,
My commission exnlrcs---pr;;;\-p-ﬂ-t mﬂnmrfmﬁmv---
, 1945

My commission expires i ay 2
j Notary Publie ) Wayme
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158260

September 23, 1941

¥r. John L. Harris, President
United Mine Workers of America
Ellsworth, Pennsylvania

Dear Kr, Harris:

Reference is made to your letter of September 10, 1941,
in which you state that it is a custom at Mine No, 51, In-
dustrial Colllers Corporation at Ellsworth, Pennsylvania,
that Negroes are discriminated against in employment considera-
tions. In this regard you protest such action and urge the
intervention of this Department to remedy the situation.

The subject matter of your complaint does not fall with-
in the provisions of existing Federal criminal statutes,and,
under the circumstances, this Department is without authority
to sct pursuant to your reguest.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

WERDELL BIRGE
Assistant Attorney General




@

Tuited Mine Workers of America

LOCAL UNION NO. 1190

% THE HERRIN NEWS Ellswol'th, Pa-’ September 10 19 41

Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs:

It is a custom at Mine #51 Industrial Colliers Corpora-
tion at Ellsworth, Pennsylvania that all White men are
given employment and the Colored men are rafused.

There are thirty-four (34) Colored men employsd in this
mine. White men are given jJobs here every day, but when
a Colored man aproaches the superintendent about a job
he 1s told that I dont need men today. Then gives Jobs
to 15 or 20 White men right in the face of the Colored
man that was just refused work.

We the members of Local Unlon #1190 United Mine Workers
of America representing 350 members protest against such
dlscriminatlion. We asgk that you investagate this matter
and see that Colored men zare given jobs. Please let us
hear from you at once. !

Yours very truly,

A SRR
P G ) 4
ﬁ;fgfv JW{/ fﬁfZ{”

ohn L. Harris, Pres.

7
[
/
\JJames F. Ryan, BSect.
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of state and local law enforcement agencies and state and local governments

throughout the countr
F.B.I. has also pursuant to reguests by the War gnd Navy

Departments conducted a program of surveys ol plants under contracts to

manufacture National Dafense materials and is continuing such program.

plant surveys cover detailed advice to cwners of plants designated

on matters necessary for their protection. In addition, the F.B.I. has

published a confidential pamphlet containing general instructions for plant

proteétion which can be msde uvailable to proper suthorities upon their
request and is prepared to give advice to state snd local governments.

I ]
4..1_.‘1

This program does not contemplate the nhysical guarding ol ants by

agents.

3. The War and Navy Departments, in cddition to designating the plant:

where plant protection surveys should be mude, are also inspecting the work

1

done by such plants and have put into effect nective plans for saleguarding
Military and Naval esteblishments. In zddition, the Ammy has offered to
local governments, through thair Corps Area Commanders, advice generally
regarding the physical gnarding of property fﬂr Netional Defensze in the
Corps Areas. The War Department, through its Corps Arca Commanders,
prepared to offer advice to local and state governments in respect to
preparing defense measures to be taken by local and state governments in
the avent of hostilities.

The Federal Power Commission is contacting the utility companies
under its jurisdiction and is takingz steps, with the advice of the F.B.I.
to work out a protection progrum, including detailed measures to be taken

in case of sabotage of power plants and lines.

=]




ADDRESS REPLY TO
“*THE ATTORNEY GENERAL""

AND REFER TQ

INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D.C,

September 8, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

Re: Camp Robinson, Arkansas - Northern
Negroes Disturbance

On September 5, 1941, Major Erskine, Mr. Hugh
Fisher and the writer conferred with Mr. Holtzoff relative
to the within matter,

It is entirely clear that the state troopers were
deputized by the military police to act in their place until
they arrived on the scene. Accordingly, the matter is entirely
within the jurisdiction of the War Department. However, there
is considerable indication that agitators have been at work
on certain soldiers at Camp Hobinson and Major Erskine indicates
he may at a later date submit certain details which may require
a Federal Bureau of Investigation investigation.

Victor W, Rotnem
Chief, Civil Rights Section




¥

August 27, 1941
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

I interviewed Colonel Handford, Division of Investigation,
War Department, Riverside Apartments, Room 705, who disclosed
confidential reports which are in his possesslon, which indicate
that a serious disturbance occurred August 14, when Northern Negroes
arrived at Camp Robinson for maneuvers. The townspeople of Gurdon,
Arkansas armed themselves and a real mob wee developed. As a
result of this, the State Police were asked totake charge on behalf
of the military police until they could arrive at the scene. It
was during this period that considerable violence occurred, both on
the part of townspeople and particularly on the part of the State
Troopers. Since they were sctive at the behest of the military police,
it seems to be digtinctly & War Department matter.

Forty-three Negro soldiers from the Michigan regiment were
so frightened by the episode that they went A.W.0.L. They havenot
yet—been—found, A complete report will be furnished us by Colonel
Handford, who will be over to see us in the next few days.

Victor W. Rotnem
Chief, Civil Rights Sectlon

GJJ'”)ft&
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158260

September 8, 1941

Mr. Walter White

Secretary, National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

69 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Sir:

Referencs 13 made to your communication
of August 29, 1941, which transmitted certain infor-
mation, statements and affidavits relative to certain
difficulties at Camp Robinson, Arkansas.

It is noted that certain additional infor-
mation is being collected by your office and it 1s
anticipated that you will transmit the same to us in
due course.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

WENDELL BPFROE
Assistant Attorney General
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOFPLE

69 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York

Walter White
Secretary

26 August 1941

Mayor Fiorella H., LaGuardia
Civillan Defense Administrator
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mayor LaGuardia:

We take this means of placing before you a serious
situation which is profoundly lowering civilian morale both
among Negro soldiers and civilians., Outbreaks of physical
violence against Negro soldiers have occurred during recent
weeks at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, Camp Joseph T. Robinson,
Arkansas and other Army Camps in the South. We greatly fear
that unless decisive and fundamental action is taken by those
in authority, even more serious trouble may eventuate.

Bad as was the situation recently at Fort Bragg, the
attack upon Negro soldiers in Arkamsas is even more brazen,
Heavily armed state police and eivilians invaded the camp where
Negro soldiers of the 94th Engineers Division were quartered.
These civilians and Arkansas state police peremptorily ordered
the Army officers in command of these troops to get "these damn
niggers out by nightfall or some of the black bastards would be
killed." When Lieutenant Donald Curry of Co. C sought to protect
the men under his command and to preserve Army disc%pline, Lieu-
tenant Curry was slapped in the face by a policeman and vile
epithets were hurled at him and other officers, the mildest of
which were "damn Yankee" and "nigger lovers", Machine guns were
brought into play and bloodshed was averted only because of the
calmness of the Army officers,

In substantiation of the above, we submit herewith
the following documents:

Affidavit of Private Freddie Green of Co. D, 94th En-
gineers; affidavit of Guide, Special Detail Frenklin
Pinkston of Co., A, 94th Engineers; affidavit of Cor-
poral Clifford Tillman of Co. C, 94th Engineers; orig-
inal letter of Theodis Gay, 2637 Clinton Street, Detroit,
Michigan, in which it is quoted verbatim, copy of letter
written to Mr. Gay's brother to his mother; copy of
letter from Raymon Rivera of Co, B, 94th Engineers, to
his mother; original of letter from Oliver A. Nevels, Co.
A, 94th Engineers, to his aunt, Mrs. Mildred Croft,

6040 Whitwood Street, Detroit, Michigan; original of
letter from soldiers of the 94th Engineers to Miss Roberta

F i
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Garnett, 963 East Euclid Avenue, Detroit, Michigan;
original of letter from William O. Hampton, addressed
to his pastor, Rev, J. D. Howell, Stanford and Cobb
Streets, Detroit, Michigan; copy of Detroit Tribune,
August 23, containing news story and four letters from
soldiers of the 94th Engineers; copy of Michigan Chron-
icle, August 23, containing news story and statements
by Private Chester Hardy, 531 Chandler Avenue, Detroit,
Michigan, detailing treatment; copy of leaflet and
program of the protest meeting held in Detroit at Bethel
A.M.E. Church, August 24,

A considerable number of additional affidavits are
being gathered by us and will be submitted later.

Inasmuch as the incidents contained in these docu-
ments indicate clearly a violation of the Articles of War and
criminal assaults on men in uniform, we submit that corrective
action by the War Department, the Department of Justice and the
Office of Civilian Defense are mandatory.

To merely correct this one situation will not prevent
repetition of such an occurrence, It is imperative that the en=-
tire philosophy of the War Department be considered and corrected
insofar as Negro troops are concerned. The episodes in Arkansas,
North Carolina and in the southern states are an inevitable out-
%rowth of the palicg of complete segrezation enunciated by the
White House on QOctober 13, 1940, Not only has this policy of
segregation and discrimination characterized southern Army Camps
and Military Reservations but the southern policy of segregation
is being enforced in the North as well. Negro soldiers and of-
ficers are excluded from Post Exchanges, Hostess Houses, Theatres
and other places of recreation and accommodation. Negro officers,
including Chaplains, are being completely segregated and, in most
instances, forced to live with enlisted personnel instead of with
their fellow officers. In many instances, officers of southern
birth are being placed in command of Negro troops on the fallacious
theory that, because they were born in the South, they "understand
Negroes,"

Most explosive of all aspects of this situation is the at-
titude of the Military Police forcibly illustrated recently at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. We have urged upon the President that
he appoint a Civilian or a Civilian-Military Board to make a
thorough investigation of the Military Police situation not only
as it affects Negroes but white soldiers as well., The President
has not yet seen fit to do this, but has informed us instead,
through General Watson, thet General Gullion has been instructed
to look into these conditions. We have informed the President
that we do not believe that this is sufficient to meet the in-
creasingly grave situation.

But basic to all of the above is the fact that the Army
has apparently not decided what it intends to do in utilizing Negro
soldiers. It would sppear that the present plan is to assign most,
if not all, Negro troops to labor battalions. Practically none of




the Negro Units are as yet parts of the Army divisions or Armies.
It would appear to be imperative that the Army make up its mind
definitely as to whether or not it is going to use Negro troops
on the same basis as other troops or excuse Negroes from Military
service, It needs also to make up its mind to meet the situation
caused by anti-Negro elements in the southern states. Either the
Army will have to protect Negro troops from assaults or be pre-
pared to bear the responsibility for dangerous situations which
inevitably will arise,

We submit for consideretion the following procedures:

A, That the President as Commander in Chief
shall instruct the Army to issue a di-
rective abolishing all racial segregation
and diserimination in Army Camps and in
all other places under the control of the
Army. Such a directive should point out
unequivocally that local segregation laws
and customs do not and must not apply to
the Military establishment.

That Negro Military Police should be ap-
pointed and constituted a part of all
regular Military Police Detachments, They
should be equipped in the sam manner as
all other Military Policemen.

Negro Morale Officers should be attached to
the Norale Division as well as all other
units to which such officers are assigned.

If Negro troops are to be sent to southern
camps, orders should be issued that they
be protected in all of their Military and
civilian rights., 1In the event of attempts
to repeat the recent attacks in Arkansas,
instruction should be given to Commanding
Officers to arm Negro troops so that they
may defend themselves from the attacks of
lawless mobs,

The attention of proper law enforeing
agencies should be directed to the illegal
actions of state police and peace officers
at Gurdon, Arkansas.

Respectfully yours,

(Signed) WALTER WHITE

Secretary

WW:EE




Froddieraan .ugust 25, 1941

681 East Palmer

94th Engimeers, Camp Robinson, Arkamnsas, Company "D"

The begimming of Maneuvers; the first stop was in
Arkansas, I went to towmn and a fight oceurred between the
officers amd the soldiers. This incident followed us through
the State of Arkansas. A sentry was walking his post while
on duty; he was beaten, and drivem off his post, also two
others, and a corporal had to run., The boys were driven
back ianto camp before the usual time. we were not allowed
to go to town or evem walk the highway. Our officers moved
us from the highway to about five miles imto the woods,
and swampland, we had to movoe from & dry camp and camp im muddy
water.

They then drove the boys off the highway, they approached
the Lieutemant with such violemce, beating him up and using pro-
fane language, than we decided to leave, 'Then, a group of the
boys were scattered out like om a hattle field, going Bn every
direction. Me, I just lerlt,

Reaching Mt. Pello, Ohio I was put in Jall, saturdey,
August 16, around 2:30P.M, and released the following Monday,

August 18, around 3:00P.M. I came here, rested awhile, and

thought I'd go back to Camp Custer.
Signed : 2‘;51:(,&& nﬁ“;;dzge,_,ﬂ

State of Michigan ;
County of Wayne

19‘151 s _— . 4 Vl - 7
Ve d,. T fs lrrtogerai
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My Compission E?hlﬂ OF WAYNE, STATE OF MICHIGAN

Subseribed and swo{n to before me thlg/;5tn day of August,
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On August 14, we were moving from this particular area and all the
outfit was on the high-way, when we met a trucke-load of M, Pss and they
asked Lt, Terguson,

"lave you had any trouble on the road?”

Lt. Jerguson replied,

"o, everything has been going on nicely,"®

The Military Police said,

“In cape you dos we'll be around,"

They drove away and Just a few minutes later we met the State Highe
way patrolmen, about five or six cars. ;?hig jumped out of the cars with
mahne guns, and pistols and sutomatic es and sald,

sghere you demmn niggers goin' %*

(They had stopped about middle way of the colummn,)

By that time they locked around and saw this white Lt, Ferguson and

]
"ghere you takin' these daxm niggers?®
Lt., Ferguson replied that we were moving down to bivouac area where
we ug go dto piteh tents for the night,
ey ’ '
*You Jjust goin' to get & bunch of damm ers killed \T.‘
They drew » machine guns on us and ordered us to ge over in the
ditch and be quick about it,

"If any of you don't like it, just open your mouth or act like you
don't like it and I'11 blow your ‘min- outes You all are in Arkansaw and
"'u:nmf.:::h.. th beside the Lieut t and the Li

e 0 boys ere bes e Lieu e Lieu
said, @lgi:pboy was a col.ored bugler e
*Jlease, boysy get over in the diteh."
This boy was caryying out the Licutenant's order, telling the boys
to get over in the diteh when the patrolman said,

"That means you, t00.*

The patrolman levelled the machine gun in the boy's face.

Ve all got into the ditch and by that time, one of the trucks came
mtomtthow-mmmruttopick them up and take them back

o the

The Lieutenant seddy to the State patrolman,

'Gnnthuoboyngotinthotmokandnahuﬂ?'

The Trooper said, "Yesh, go shead and be quick about it and that was
when I got in the truck. Jus as I got in the truck c?wc.iu-ta‘bout
came to the scenee I saw this higheway patrolman s e the white
Licutenant who was leading Company C. and then our truck drove away to
the bivouse area where we were supposed to pitch tenis.

said
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on Thursday, August 14, we were moving out from one part of the
woods where we were stationed, supposed to be near our Jjobs, and while
we were on the s it started to raine The boys were marching along,
talking about what had heppeneds I guess we had walked about six
miles, we just crossed a bridge when a State Trooper with two colored
mmthobackotthomdmeup.nttlngmtutholmom
puu:l him, opm;d the door and saild, > b e ke #

Heys e ¢ niggers from erint' a e e folks
glong the h?gzw? !m. was higheway 67) We started back toward
the car snd he drove off, ILt, Curry was puffed up about what happened
because he knew we hadn't said to anyone, He got the car
numbers I think it was thirty 130. was going to report it at the
place where we were going to bivouac. Ve were between Cuydon and
Prescott.,) Then after we walked a short distance several cars of
State Police drove up and they got out of the cars with riot guns
mtm ghot guns, pistols, automatics, They started hollering at tﬁl

ows$

*You nigzers get off the highewny. Get over in the di teh vhere
you belong,"

1t, Braisner from the First Flatoon came back to where Lt. Curry
was to protest against putting us in the diteh and calling us niggers,
When he started to talk, the State Trooper slapped Lt, Currye

It. Braisner started to protest against slapping Lt, Curry and
the Sergant of the State Police told him,

"jister, Jour bars don't mean nothin' to me, You might Ve a
Licutenant in the Army but youlre just a nigger-lovin' Yankee to me,"

They mede the Licutemants get off in the diteh too. Then aftere
wards, some of the boys were so mad that they threw down their rifles
but were afraid to do anything because thelr guns were levelled against
g:i ¥ive truckeloads of uilitary Police drove up and the State Police

dy

"If you niggers start suything, these are our backers (meaning the
white M, P.'s. All our comnissioned officers are white. As far as we
know, they're all southern M, Ps )"

The Jergant of the State Troopers stated that the Colonel had sent
the ¥, P, 8 out

"To keep you niggers in order if you start anything.*

me{ loaded us into tyucks and drove us around to the new place
of our bivouae grounds,




. Qes'? Clinton Street

etroit, Michigan
August 19, 1941

Walter White, Executive Secretary
NeAsAsCu Py

69 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Mr. White:

We too are Americans, and proud of the fact that we can serve our
country in times when our national defense is so imperiled. The least,
however, that we can expect in return for the personal sacrifices which
we have been called upon to make is protection\while in the services.

I have two brothers both of whom are serviig in an engineer's
battalion which recently departed for meneuvers\in Arkansas. The in-
sults, threats, killings, and intinidatlons w these boys are facing
18 besat described in a letter quoted ve was received from
one of them londay, August 18, (I am withholding es and personal
ieigren?es for obvious reasons but can prove the authenticity of the

etter.

Dear liother,

Friday morning end I am fegiing sgnewhat better after a day
of excitement Thursday. Lvey/since/we arrived in Boughton,
Arkensas, we have had troubXe he white people. So Thurs-
day was the showdown. They 8 amp on horses with
shotguns end rifles and told us e had better be out by sundown.
Well the trucks left with suppliedlasl we hiked fifteen miles
along the highway when all of a sudden we were stopped by the
military marshal and milite police. They said to the command-
ing offlcer, "We hegrd you Rad some trouble. Has the State Po-
lice bothered you?"//He sald \wo and that was all., Then about
ten minutes later tiiere came & squad car of state pollce with

machine guns, rifles autonatie shotguns and ?iutola. They
n

halted our 1ieutenaky 4 hin 1# he didn't get those damn
*niggers™ off the ros at e was going to get a lot of those
bleck ----- killed. o1d one of the boys to shut up end put
a machine gun in his face, Half of our boys have hoboed beack
home. If the money, I would come myself. The military
police arg/all soytherners and they take sides with then.

This siftuation is||vitel end basic and demands immediate and
It is the sort of living hell which hundreds

jous to serve their country, must send their
boys into. eed an appalling situation when the United States
Amy can no longer give protection to its soldiers. Surelf it cannot
be inviting internal strife at a time when naetional unity is so inm-
perative. Can't something be done? Can't those boys be sent back
north where they will be treated as men? You, Mr, White, how would you
feel or what would you do if your son faced such threats and intimide-
tions?

We,as patriotic Americans, still heve falth in our country, our
, our leaders, and our ideals and we are willing and ready to de-
fend America's cause., In return we simply ask that colored boys too




be treated as men and we have an undying faith that America will make

it so.

Respectfully yours,
Theodis CGay

P.S. I am sending several coples of this letter to various individuals
and organizations, among them are the commanding General of the Second
Army, Gen. Ben Lear, our two Senators, Senators Vandenberg and Brown,
and the President of the United States. I hope|that with your help

we can make them aware of the situation and remedy it.

)



.. B, 94th Engr, Bri.
4., P, 0, #307,

Camp Robinson, Ark.
August 15, 1941

Dear Hilda,

I know how you feel about not hearing from me for so long but as 1
told you before don't worry when I don't write during a long period because
1 am so busy it is impossible to write, This time us before we were getting
ready for manuevers down here in Arkansas. I worked day and night trying to
got ready and I just did make it.

This time we are in a very bad situation., We(hre in Arkansus deep
in the south. We have been subjedted tc some very bad tpeatment. In Little
Roek, Ark, all the trouble started. One of the men in owr Company went to town
and e¢cming out ‘of a place happened %o brush up against =\vop. Incidentally,
the man hed a young lady with him., This officer immediatqly made a scene and
slapred our man, Whereupon the man from our Comp e officer up. MNothing
more was gaid until we reached our Camp near 120 miles from
Little Rock, The fellows went to town and were immediately insulted and one of
our guards the next night was beat up. This guard wes on duty guarding our
camp area when a state cop drove up and beat % This caused guvite an
uproar and all the fellows were in favor Af # 0 town and tearing it to rie-
ces. Unfortunately we didn't have any sm ph and 1t would be almost
suicide to try without ammunition. Thé A
anything that time, Meanwhile the sk
was glven the major of our battalion
out of that part of the woods by a eertiin
happen. - They started to move us and as Compas
the state/cops drove up and told the Lieutenan®to get those "niggers"™ off the
highway and in $he diteh. way the white Lieutenant was slapped by the
¢op and a Very nasty situstiggdeves When this
happened 1t was apparent t » was really imminent., The men almost
insisted they be izsued ar i ’ fend their 1lives as 1t was a matter of
life or death, This time b enf were refused, Thoy asked to be sent
back to Kichigan. This was\i /as the Major ecommanding our battalion
gaid he didn't have the authprity to 44 it, A%t this time the Major talked %o
each of the companies and at;\“' % he was taking the Lieuténant who had been
struck in to see the General Commanding the 7th Corp, area. He said that by
last night the ar mprising the maneuver area consisting of some 50 miles
would be under He also said thut the police chief of Dordon

of the army act as enforeing agents for martial

law, we won't (be agy better off as they seem to be working with the eity and

ery way. Last night there was open talk of every

hg out and going back to Ft. Custer but it is almost
impossible. Ve we ad to stay off the ‘highway or else be beaten up or
possible shot. We have no way to get out of heres I1t's slmost impossible to
go to town as a soldier and we have no civilian cllothes so we ars hemmed in on
all sides. last night some of our sergeants went A.W.0,L. and are trying to
get through to Fort Custer ho-boing a freight. If they get through possibly
something might be done. Sinee things were so bad last night Nilo, St. Jones
from Detrolt and myself were ready to leave. I have about $10,00 and the Missouri-
Pacific lines are right across the highway if we could get across it. Ve could
catch a freizht to St. Louis, Missouri and then I could wire for money from the
bank in Detroit and ride the train to Ft. Custer, Mich. We were already to leave
at the first sign of trouble. We slept with our clothes on and with flashlights




2

and mauh'etaa,whi! are large knives, near us. NOQOublFJ developed and we didn't
leave so this morning as I write this the situation stands as it did last

night. I don't know frankly what, how or when but I am trying to get hold of

some ammunition as I have (14) 45 ecalibre pistols belonging to the supply room
and I intend to use one if I can get hold of some ammunition., This probably won't
help any but it will be some protection at least. However, don,'t worry too much
as we aren't afraid and I only told you this to let you know how conditions are
and what we have to taksill'IlIilll.tlll!!'!!.!l..ll...No doubt the NohoﬂoG.P..
the “masterdam News and any other paper ororganization would like tc know that

this is going on and possibly the President himself. It would be best if we could
stay out of this and be onlookers,

Lovingly your son,

s/ Ramon (Rivesa)

P. S. There is a chance that this will be/Gensdped. It it 1s T will try
in some way %o get in touch’with you and /#ive yo the facts. It would be
better if no names are mentioned if ¢ 14 ted,




i ‘uat 26, 1941

Cleophus Patton
4238 Beaubien Street
94th Engineers Battalion, Co. "B" Fort Robinson, Arkansas
After we reached Arkansas amd settled im a pretty nice area
we c¢leamed the place up, Then the boys wanted to go to town at
might, They had to walk three and four abreast. The military
poliee did mot let us stop anywhere, The military poliee and our
commission officers were all white. The majority of the military
police and the ecivilians told us to pe out of town by 10:30 P.M.,
although we had done néthing. We were out of town by tea.
A boy walking guard duty, slowing down civilian traffie, when
a white boy (eiviliam) goes imto town and tells the eiviliams that
he had beenm insulted, by this guard. The white people and a few
policemen came out and beat the boy up., Then we begam to worry ebout
protection., Our officers promised us protection,

A group of our boys went to town after water; they could mot get

anj.?‘Thoy‘phid they were rum back by the white civilians., We were

threatened; told to move out of the area we were in, mot later than
sundown. As we were movimng out, a liecutemant from another eompany,
nadjhia men on the nighway; they were moving down to their mew spot.
A State Trooper told the lieutenant, "Take the Niggers baek into the
woods." The lieutemant tried to talk up for the boys, and he was
struck by the troopers. The trooper told him he was & "Nigger lover,
and that he (the trooper) should start off with him." There were
some more military poliee around, who did not protest, or show any
protection for this lieutemant. Then we moved back into the woods,
about five miles, the woods was full of snakes, lizards, and other

things that are detrimental to human beings. I, myself, would bave been

willing to stay im Arkansas, if I could have beem assured protectionm.




August 2@, 191.' .
Affidavit
Page 2

For four days I liatened to the same story, "Dom't worry, every-
thing 1= going to be alright.” After I saw that ko protectiom came,
I left.,

I volunteered for one year.

State of Michigan,

)
)
)

County of- ayne

On this 26th day of  ‘ueust

in the par ome thousand dime huadred and L OPSY ‘one before me,

& Notary Publie, in and for said county, personally appeared

Cleophus Patton

to me known to be the same person deseribed in and who executed the
within instrument, who

then acknowledged the same to be his free act and deed,

:22/52 :Z é;é éi Q-
A 1da T. Hodre
My commfssion expires

Wayne,
Oakland County, Michiganm.
Maecomb,

ALDA T. HODGE.

Notary Public, Wayne County
My eommission cxpires May 25, 1945
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On August l4th, we got up at 4 A, M, and started to move camps It
was raining, The truck column was in front of the foot column, I am a
truck driver, The boys started marching out, I marched with the other
boys, because my truck was up ahead of me and I hadn't got to it yet.
We were talking when up came the State policeman,

"Hey, boy," the State policeman said to Lieutenant Donald ¢
"get these damm nigers off the high-way and stop them from hollerint
at the white folks,."

Lts Curry said, "There's no such thing here."

The boys started to gather around the state car. The State Trooper
moved. He goes around another road and when we hit the erest of the
hill, we saw five car loads of State Troopers and five truckloads of our
own Military Police, They are carrying machine guns. They Juaped out
of the ears and told the Lieutenanet to "Get these damm niggers off the
high-wey and get in the ditch."

When the Lieutenant went to protest, the State Trooper said, "You
nigger-loving Yankees, don't want to hear nothing out of you."™ and the
State Trooper slapped Lt, curry.

We got in the diteh, Lt. Curry and all, and the water was up to
our knees, cold and wet, we marched up the diteh, til we got to our
bivouae place,




ADDRESS REPLY TO

*THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'*

INTIALS ANG RUMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

August 26, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BERGE

Transmitted herewlth is a revised version of

the proposed Departmental Circular on the subject

of Jehovah's Witnesses.
Confirming our conversation of a few days ago,
the Civil Rights Section now urges that this Circular

be issued a2t once.

Respectfully,

Z{A Lf:if’. % P Zt—cftd-\
VICTOR W. ROTNEM
Chief, Civil Rights Section




CIRCULAR NO.

TO ALL UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS:

In the past twelve months through the United States members
of the religious society known as Jehovah's Witnesses have been
attacked and many seriously injured by groups of individuals variously
constituted. It is alleged by the victims in many of the cases that
State and local officials have either participated in the mob action
or have wilfully failed to afford the full protection of the law to
the people under attack. In other instances invalid ordinances have
been passed to furnish an excuse for official action or valid ordinances
have been unconstitutionally invoked. Occasionally the Witnesses have
been validly subjected to the sanctions of a constitutional municipal
law.

Each day additional incidents of a serious nature come to the
Department's attention.

The Witnesses are almost entirely devoted to proselyting
through the medium of door-to-door distribution of religious literature
and discussion of religious beliefs. Invariably the purpose of mobd
action and officlal harassment of this religious group is to prevent
this form of exercise of the right of free speech and free press, and
is provoked principally by the refusal of the Witnesses to salute the
flag, which refusal 1s founded on their literal belief in the Biblical
inhibition ageinst obeisance to any "graven image." They are also
set upon because of their outspoken opposition to other religious

groups and to some extent by treason of their conscientious objections

to military service.




R,

As was called to your attention in Circular No. 3356,
Supplement No. 1, dated May 21, 1940, prosecutive action under Sec-
tion 52 of Title 18, United States Code, may be invoked where it is
demonstrated that State and local officers have wilfully used their
authority to interfere with the legitimate exercise of constitutional
rights or have placed certain persons at the mercy of mobs by wilfully
denying them the equal protection of the laws. In cases where no
complicity on the part of State or local officlals is shown, and where
there is no evidence of wilful failure to afford the protection of
the law, there is, of course, no Federal jurisdiction.

The Department does not desire to institute wholesale
criminal prosecutions against the officlals of cities, counties and
States, It is, on the other hand, necessary that the rights secured
to all persons by the Constitution of the United States be protected.
It is imperative that the National Defense efforts should not be
impeded by misguided official wvigilantism which threatens freedom of
speech, of the press, and of religious belief. Such action tends to
create internal dissension and it presents a deadly parallel to the
treatment accorded the Witnesses in Nazi Germany where thousands have
been interned in concentration camps for refusing to give the Nazi
salute.

You are, therefore, requested to take such steps as you
may find appropriate to prevent the violation of those constitutional
rights, and to seek the cocperation of State and local officials to

that end. You mey deem it advisable to point out that the principles




for which the flag stands are respected by the Witnesses, that the
Federal Bureau of Investigation data on this sect discloses no
activities in violation of any federal law, that the status of the
Witnesses as conscientious objectors is recognized by the National
Headquarters of the Selective Service System (Opinion No. 14, Volume 3,
Selective Service System), that suspicion of subversive activity should
be reported to your office or to the Federal Bureau of Investigation
as the agencies primarily if not exclusively concerned with such
activities., For example, it has been alleged that overzealous indi-
viduals have urged that young men might escape military service under
the Selective Training and Service Act by joining Jehoveh's Witnesses
and thus becoming conscientious objectors. No confirmation of this
charge has been received and no national religlous organization of

any denomination has endorsed such tactics. But evidence of such
practice should be turned over to the Department of Justice. On many
occasions in the past where United States Attorneys have consulted
with local authorities and pointed out to them the possibility that
their actions or various ordinances which they have sought to invoke
were unconstitutional, the local authorities have willingly under-

taken to avoid the practices questioned and in several instances

unconstitutional municipal ordinances have been repealed. It is also

requested that in the event such incidente arise within your juris-
diection they be reported to the Department with a statement as to what
steps you have taken in accordance with this Circular.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney Generasl




August 26, 1941

Transmitted herewith is 2 revised version of

the proposed Departmental Circular on the subject

of Jehovah's Witnesses.
Confimming our conversation of a few days agoe,
the Civil Rights Section now urges that this Cirecular

be issued at onecs.
Respectfully,

VICTOR ¥. ROTNEM
Chief, Civil Rights Section
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TO ALL UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS:

In the past twelve months through the United States members
of the religlous socliety known ss Jehovah's Witnesses have been
attacked and many seriously injured by groups of individuals variously
constituted. It ig alleged by the victims in many of the cases that
State and local officials have either participated in the mob action
or have wilfully failed to afford the full protection of the law %o
the people under attack. In other instances invalid ordinances have
been passed to furnish an excuse for official action or valid ordinances
have been unconstitutionally invoked. Occasionally the Witnesses have
been validly subjected to the sanctions of a constitutional smunicipal
lav.

Each day additional incidente of a serious nature come to the
Department's attention,

The Witnesses are almost entirely devoted to proselyting
through the medium of door-to-door distridution of religious literature
and discussion of religious beliefs. Invariably the purpose of mod
action and official harassment of this religious group is to prevent
this form of exercise of the right of free speech and free press, and
is provoked principally by the refusal of the Witnesses to salute the
flag, wvhich refusal is founded on their literal belief in the Biblloli
inhibition against obeisance to any "graven image.” They are also

set upon becanse of their outspoken opposition to other religious

groups and to some extent by bYeason of their conscientious objections

to military service.
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As vas called to your attention in Circular Ne. 3366,
Supplement No, 1, dated May 21, 1940, prosecutive action under Sec-
tion 52 of Title 18, United States Code, may be invoked wvhere it 1s
demonstrated that State and local officers have wilfully used their
suthority to interfere with the legitimate exercise of constitutional
rights or have placed certain persons at the mercy of mods by wilfully
denying them the equal protection of the laws. In cases where no
complicity on the part of State or local officials is shown, and where
there is no evidence of wilful failure %o afford the protection of
the law, there is, of course, no Federal jurisdiction.

The Department does not desire to imstitute wholesale
eriminal prosecutions againet the officlals of cities, counties and
States. 1t is, on the other hand, necessary that the rights secured
to ell persons by the Constitution of the United States be protected.
It is imperative that the National Defense efforts should not be
impeded Ly misguided official vigilantism which threatens freedom of
speech, of the press, and of religious bdelief. Such action tends to
create internal dissemsion and it presents a deadly parallel %o the
treatment accorded the Witnesses in Nazi Germany where thousands have
been interned in concentration camps for refusing to give the Hasi
salute,

You are, therefore, requested to take such steps as you

nay find appropriate to prevent the violation of those constitutional

rights, and to seek the cooperation of State and local offiglals %o

that end. You may deem it advisable to point out that the principles




for which the flag stands are respected dy the Witneasses, that the
Federal Bureau of Investigation data on this sect discloses no
asctivities in vielation of any federal law, that the status of the
¥Vitnesses as conscientious objectors is recognised by the Natiomal
Headquarters of the Selective Service System (Opinion No. 14, Volume 3,
Selective Service System), that suspicion of subversive activity should
be reported to your office or to the Federal Buresu of Investigation
as the agenciles primarily if not exclusively concerned with such
activities. Yor example, it has been alleged that overszealous indi-
viduals have urged that young men might escape military service under
the Selective Training and Service Act by joining Jehovah's Witnesses
and thus becoming conscientious objectors. No confirmation of this
charge has been recelved and no natiomal religious organization of
any denomination has endorsed such tactics. BPut evidence of such
practice should be turned over to the Department of Justice. On many
occasions in the past where United States Attorneys have consulted
with local sathorities and pointed out to them the possibility that
their actions or various ordinances which they have sought to invoke
were unconstitutional, the local suthorities have willingly under-
taken to avold the practices questioned and in several instances
unconstitutional municipal ordinances have been repealed. It is also
requested that in the event such indidents erise within your juris-
diction they be reported to the Department with a statement as to what
steps you have taken in accordsnce with this Circuler.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

VENDELL BERGE

:
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PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICE

SOCIAL SECURITY BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

MARK F. ETHRIDGE
CHAIRMAN

DAVID SARNOFF
EARL B. DICKERSON
WILLIAM GREEN FHILIP MURRAY
MILTON P. WEBSTER

LAWRENCE W. CRAMER
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Mr. Wendell Berge
Assistant Attorney General SEP 5
Department of Justice r5e Y
Washington, D. C.

1841

Dear Mr. Berge:

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of August 26
vith which you transmit a copy of a letter addressed under
date of August 8 to the United States District Attorney,
Omaha, Nebraska, by Mr. Raymond R. Brown, Executive Secre-
tary of the Omeha Urban League Community Center.

The allegation of racial discrimination made in
this letter will be investigated by the Committee on Fair
Employment practice. Thank you very much for bringing
this matter to the attention of the Committee.

Sincerely yours,
(/’@w/wocec (Mrawu

“Lawrence W. Cramer

,7 6 . M Executive Secretary
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5. Various states have already taken steps for the organization of

defense agencies, including the creation of state councils of defense, and

surveys of light, water and power facilities, transportation facilities,
state industrial resources and manpower are being made.

6. The Advisory Commission to the Council of Netional Defense has
Just recently sent a memorandum to the Governors of the various states
suggesting the broad outlines of an integrated plen of organization on
the part of the states to meet not only the problems of civil defense but
also the economic problems of national defense. Such plen is being carried
forward and inclules the field of ecivil defense as one of its ma jor divisions.

It is obvious from the above that many irmportant protective and pre-
ventive measures have already been initisted. However, in surveying the
field it is apparent that similar measures should be initiated and plans
developed for the protection of oil lines, water supplies, transportation
systems and other facilities useful in National Defensec.

In order for these measures to becoms effective, it is apparent that
they should conform to a national plan, to be formulated by the Federal
Government with the cooperation of the states. Such a program necessitates
integration of these law enforcement activities.

It is, therefore, recommended that the states and the Federal Government
integrate their law enforcement activities of this charseter in order to
enable them to deel with one unother effectively in the consummation of the
plan.

In the development of the plan, the Section suggests the following:

l. In a directive of September 6, 1939, the President requested

that information relating to sabotage and espionsge should be immediately




Miss Barline B, Whetstone
Ridgeville, South Carolina

Dear [jadam:
We wish to aclmowledge on behalf of the

President your letter of September I, 1941, the
contents of which have been duly noted,

Very truly yours,

L. D. Quinn
Administrative Assistant
to the Attorney Ceneral
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9, Speecial types of cases:

2P ey

L. Contempt procec -inrp should be reported like other cases in
the month during wiich such procecdings are instituted, The
date of initiathq should be entered under item 7 on form

D.J.S. 2 on the lino marked "Othern,

Cascs remanded to trial court from the Circult Court of Appeals
or the U, ©. Supreme Gou.t, after having been reported as
terminated in the Distrizt Court, as instructed in paragraph 4
above, must be considered as new cases filed. The date when
the case was remended should be entered in item 7 (3) on form
Dad Sy e

Cas.= reinstated after being "stricken with leave to reinstate"
140 Lo be repor 88 new cases Jllhn, end the dave of

s

r51n-,ut imen® entered under item 7 (4) on form D.T.S. Z.

Fabeas Cormus preueedings are generslly filed on the civil
docl-ot, anc it is desirable that this practice be sdhered to
whererer possible. When these proceedings are placed on the
erininal nlC'“L’ they should be reported on forms D.J.E. 2,
P.J.S. 2 egnd D.JT.5, 4. The dete of filing the writ of habeas
corpuz should be entered under item 7 on form D.J.S. & ou the

line marked "Other™,.

Criminal cascs ¢d before a United States Commissioner, acting
as Justice ol tl--zl4ﬂ” : Should not be reported on forms D.J.S.
% ana U.J.8. O, but should be entered on line 8 (¢ on form
D.J.8., 4, Where an appeal is taken from the Unitecd States Coms:
missioner's decision, und the case is placed on the court docket
a report on form D.,J.S. £ is to be made, and the date of appeal

&

entered under item 7 on form D,.J.S. 2.

Cases eliminated during preliminary procoedure: Form JuSs 3 has buun dig-
continued, and it is 1o 0 lonsur necessary to list by defend=nt's name cases
disposed of without reaching the docket, Criminal cases elimineted during
preliminery procedure will be reported in sections 7, 8 and 9 of iorm
D.T.S. 4, and civil cases on line 9 of form D.J.3. ©

Duplicates of reports: It is not necessary to send any of these reports to
the Department in duplicate. Copies of each initial and final cocket re-
port and of the monthly statistical reports should be kept on flle in the
office of the United States Attorney.

INITIAL CRIMINAL DOCKET REPORT, FORM D.J.S. &

A report on form D.J.S. 2 is to be prepared for each defendant in
each case filed on the criminal docket. It is to be made out as soon as feasi-
ble after an indictment has been returned or information filed, and is intended
to give information only to the time of filing.
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September 24, 1941

Mra, E. E. Browm
1221 85th Avenue
Oskland, Califormia

Dear Madem:

We have your letter of September 1, 1941,
eoncerning certain conditions existing in your
locality.

The statements made by you have been
noted and your intersst in informing this Department
in the matter is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

r # o ‘ ;
,,;:‘,.47 2 . ’ﬂ. Quinn b e
g Ad;lnikfﬁhtivo istant

to the Attorney rel

























INSTRUCTIONS }OR PREPARATION OF MONTHLY STATISTICAL
RIPORTS OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

GENVRAL INSTRUGTIONS

Date of forwapding monthly reports: Forms D.J.S. 4 and D.J.S, © must
be forwarded to ohe Deppruﬁ“uf not later than the Sth day of each month,
acconpanied by forms D.J.S. & and D.J.S. 3 for the month just completed.
If it is impossible to mail these reports by the 5th, a letter should be
forwarded on the 5th, explaining the cause for delay and the date the
report will be ready for traasmittal,

Method of transmittal: Forms D.J.S, 2, D.J.S. 3, D.J.S: 4 and D.J.8. 5
should be meiled to the Depertment in one vackase, merked "Attention
Statistical Section". Within this packere, however, D.J.S5. & and D.J.S.
3 should be segregated in senarate bundles, with the cards arranged in
order numerically, Cerds shHhuld not be ciipped together in any manner,
Overtime reports on fuim D.J.S., 1 may be inecluded in the same peckige
if convenient,

Reporting unit: One copy of form D.J.S. % is to be furnishod for each
defendant in each geparately numbered casc, If, for example, there are
flve defendants in o given case, five cerds are to be made, Likewlise,

if there are thrue sepurately numburbd cases involviang the szme dofendant,
three cards must be made,

One copy of form D.J.S. 3 is to be furnished in like manner for sach
defendant whose case is disposed of by the court. IEach defendant is to
be considered as dimposed of whenever final action has beer laken in a
given case aguinst such defeundant. his will hold trus, even though there
may be co-defendants in the ssme case who have not yat been dispcsed of,
and even though other cases may stlll be pending against the particular
defondant.

Wehen a defendant's case is to be eorsidered as dispesed of or ferminated:
The cases of defendants who are d:.nmqod of in some r.w.ner otihe:r wthan by
a finding of guilty are to be considered as terminatel at the tiwre such

action tock place. As for example: acquitted - nollel - discontinued -

quashed - dismissed = stricken with leave to reinstate = etc.

The cases of defendants who are found guilty either after trisl or
plea are not to be congidered disposed of until the ccurt has imposed
their sentence or specified treatment. This means that any deferdant
who has been found guilty, but is still awaiting sentence at the ond of
the given month, must be treated as pending, and his iorm D.J.S. 3 must
be withheld and included with the report for the later montn in which
the sentence is fixed, Entries as to sentence or treatment should be
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September B2, 1941

Mr, Cyrus H, Tshleman
1510 Tineoln Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio

My dear Mr, Eshleman:

We have your letter of August 30, 1941,
inelosing & copy of the letter printed in the
August, 1941, issue of The Truth Seeker in which
you refer to public forums and free speech.

Your comments have been duly noted,
We refer you to Article I of the Constitution of
the United States:

Oongress shall make no law
ssssss ADPidging the freedom
of speech or of the pregg.....

The article Torwarded with your letter
is returned,

(::;naiﬁaeraly_ngra(

"7/ f\ : f,,) ¢ a.;"l
¢ n‘?x D. Quinn

Administrative Assistant
to the Attorney General

Inelosure Yo, 335369

jrk:fs




Department of Justice, For attention of Attorney General, Asst. Atty.
Washington, D. C. Generals, and all Bureaus.

1510 Lincoln Ave., Lakewood, Ohio, August 30, 194l.

Sirs:

Please read the enclosed letter by me, printed in the August, 1941,
Truth Seeker, the free thought monthly, 38 Park Row, New York City.
This paper has a very small ecirculation. I desire wider publicity for
my views in order that they may be presented to the people of our country.

Please note my statements that it is almost impossible to get my views
into the columns of newspapers. Can you advise me as to what could be done
to compel the editors to conduet real public forums and permit free ex-
pression?

Does the Department of Jystice desire that all race distinetions
shall be ended, which would mean the amalgamation of the white people of
the United States and the 13,000,000 Negroes, an octoroon population in
our country, Negro features in your own descendants, and the destruction
of the beauty of the white race forever, as well as the distinctive value
of the Negro race?

Is there justice in the TUpited States when mongrelizetion propa-
gandists can present their views and opponents of miscegnation who desire
to continue white are denied utterance?

And while speaking of justice, can you tell me in what respects
the United States is now a free country? No free press and no free busi-
ness or labor. Employment and business how controlled by labor union
racketeers, terrorists, and hoodlums, and the govermment aids and abets them,
while the soldiers are compelled to endure hardships for pay pitifully
small when compared with the strikers who are using the national emergency
to gain control of industry.

Returning to the main question, Can anything be done to compel
editors to maintain real public forums and permit freedom of expression?
\

Respectfully,

2 /ff?;if#' 2 114\ i%ﬂL{glé%L1q~dk1xh_
_Easlosure. ’ Cyrus H. Eshleman




UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ST. Louis, MissouRl

August 29, 1941

— T EIVES
SECEIVED

The Attorney General,
Department of Justice,
Weashington, D.C.

Attention: Hon. Wendell Berge,
Assistant Attorney General.

Re: Alleged violation of
Section 52, Title 18, U.S.C.
Complainant Mrs.“Amanda
Petérson, 1122 N. Leonard Ave.,
5t. Louis, Missouri.
Your File: WB:FGF 158260

Dear Mr., Berge:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of August 27,
1941, with enclosure relating to the above matter.

I presume this complainant will contact this office,
in view of the fact that your office has advised her to do so.
We shell, of course, be glad to hear her complaint end give full
consideration to the matter. '

Respectfully,

HARRY C. BLANTON
United States Attormey

SN2 pREEEL

BY: HERBERT H. FREER
Assistant U, S. Att armey

HEF sdv e e -7,34 A/
w R

SE—

e — —— ¥
—]

SEP 2 1941 1.\

L :ld‘ll.:-'ﬂ' i

BRI, DIV... RoTyey , A




WB:FGF irm

158260

September 4, 1941

¥r. G. F. Porter

Seeretary, National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

2516 Thomas Avenue

Dallas, Texas

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter,
and enclosure, of August 27, 1941, concerning alleged
racial difficulties in Dallas, Texas.

You are advised that this matter Lhas received
the careful attention of the Department and after con-
siderable investigation it has been determined that the

difficulties in Dallas, Texas, do not appear to involve
& violation of any Federal criminal statute. For this
reason the Department cannot interfere. -

Should any facts come to your attention which
you feel might constitute a viclation of some Federal
eriminal statute it is suggested that you submit such
facts in a letter of complaint. TYou are assured that
such complaint will be given careful consideration.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General




Dr. B. E, Howell, President . W. L. Robinson, Chmn. Executive (.‘.om:r_h, Mrs. J. W. Anderson, Treasurer
3016 1.2 Thomas Ave,, T-3-3130 818 Gond, Ph. T-9991 1718 Jackson, R-1511

DALLAS BRANCH

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

G. F. PORTER, Secretary
Phone C-6079 or C-4206 __.
2516 Thomas Avenue

Dallas, Texas
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T‘WO_I THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 1941 The Dallas News Has the Largest Circulation of Any Dauas Newspape
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City Edition
Price Five Cents

e one] Ay Dallas Morming

‘ Oldest Business Institution in Texas—Founded in Galveston April 11, 1842—Established in Dallas Octobe 1885
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(Close Negro Hl‘l School,
South Dallas Whites Ask |

Promotes Race Troubles, Should Be Located
Elsewhere, Is Claim in Suit for Injunction I

A temporary Injunction restrain- | Mmerous threats of strife, bombings | {
|ing the Board of Education from | and uprisings because of the Board’s |
[using the Lincoln High School asfffégltls‘zel\f;r{)fowde S0 Segl.egatwn%‘;
(a building for Negroes on the| Hardin said he had a petition | i
| ground that its use promotes race | containing the names of 1,700 prop- |
| difficulties was asked in a suit filed | eIty owners, all of whom he is at |

| it 5t % .| liberty to call as witnesses, but that |
| Monday by R. N. Grubbs and other { he did not deem it necessary to af- |

{South Dallas property owners. fix their names to the plaintiffs’ |

The petition was filed in the|original petition, j
| 101st District Court and Judge| At a joint meeting of the two
Claude McCallum set it for hear- \ leagues Monday night, Hardin, for-
1ing Aug. 20. | mer State Senator from Waco, ex-

If the injunction is granted itl‘plained the court action already
will prevent the opening of the|taken and said if the court rejects
school Sept. 9. | the plea for an injunction he will |

“The City of Dallas is typically | announce as candidate for District |
southern and in the South the race | Judge at the next election. ‘
question is one of the most trying | “We will let public officials know |
problems to confront our state gov- | that we have recourse to the ballot |
ernment,” said the petition, which | box if the courts fail,” he declared. |
was filed by Doss Hardin and Le-! He explained that an injunction |
land Johnson, representing mem-;ris a court order preventing some-
bers of the South Dallas Civic | body from doing something, that a |
League and the Lagow Improve-|mandamus is an order making |
ment League. { somebody do something.

The petition further said that| "“I think,” he added, “we should |
segregation is a custom established l have filed a petition for mandamus |
for the safety of both races, that|to make them move the school |
|the school building well could be | building over on Turtle Creek.” |
|located elsewhere than in a white| The crowd, estimated at about |
| district and that the presence of the | 200, cheered. g‘
| school causes Negroes to loaf near| Attorney Johnson preceded Har- |
| the property of white  residents.|din, exhorting the people to a|
| The school is at Oakland and Hast- | peaceful solution of their difficulty, |
| ings. Other speakers were J. W. Jackson, |
1 “As the situation now exists,” the | R. M. Bradshaw and O. A. Prather, |
| petition recites, “there have been |South Dallas residents, |
{many fights and skirmishes be- g
| tween whites and blacks and nu-
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WE'RE cutting out

the culls and mav-

ericks in a big Final

Round-Up of odds and

ends and broken sizes from

our great summer suit

stocks. We've 250 of ’‘em,

corralled in four herds. Ride
on in, friend or stranger, and
cut out and brand your own

any that look likely to you!

250 SUITS IN FOU!
at these NEW and

Included are the famous brands you know
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September 17, 1941

Mr., Nathen Lane
1616 Yest 28nd treet
Jagksonville, Florida

Dear Sir:

We have your letter of August 12, 1941,
eddressed to the President and by him referred to
this Department, requesting an inveastigation of
the treatment received by you from the local
police.

The investigative jurisdiction of the
Foderal Covermment extends only to those cases in
whieh the violation of some federal statute ias
involved. The matter of which you write is
governed by the state laws., It is regretted,
therefore, that we can be of no assistance and
gince you state you have already taken your case
up with an attorney as well as locel officials
we ecan offer no helpful suggestion.

Sincerely yours,

iy

, r
* (28 ‘,ux"\ -
‘} st

j i fr, D, Quinn
1 & % . . W
. Admigistxative Assistant
to the Attorney Ceneral

)
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ADDRESS REFLY TO .

*THE ATTORNEY GENERAL':
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPARTM ENT OF JUSTI CE

WASHINGTON, D. C.
__WR:FGF:we

158260 August 27, 1941,

%

T2

Mr. Earle S. Horton
New Orleans, Loulsiana

Dear Mr. Horton:

This will acknowledge receipt of your
letter of July 6, 1941, concerning your inability
to gecure a position with the Federal Buresu of
Investigation.

Your letter has been carefully noted and
it is suggested if you wish to pursue this matter
that you request an applicatlion blank from the
Division of Personnel of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation in Washington, D. C.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

Asgistant Attorney General




August 265, 1941

Post Office Department
Washington, D. C,

Gentlemen:

Inelosed for your attention and
reply is a letter of August 1, 1541, from
Nr. John M, Harris, G658 Zast Marquette
Road, Chicage, Illineis, relative to his
alleged persecution., He requests that an
investigation of the Post Office Inspection
Department in Chisage, Illinols, be made so
that the situstion will be relieved.

Since Mr, Harris addressed his

letter to Mrs. Roosevelt, he has not been
advised of this reference,

’JYBry trp%y yours,
f"‘:\. 4
g & ; j
Administrative ?gpiutant

to the Attorney Oeneral

e A

Inclosure No, B36913
Jrkiomb
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S[antemhar 18 184%
-84 vty L -

¥r, C, Clarencea Jarman
Route 3, Box 6 B
Mew BRern, Nerth Carolina

Deay Sir:

We have your letter of August 26, 1941,
stating that you are unable to obtein empleyment.

This Department has no jurisdieticn over
the employment of persons on defense projects, It
is regretted, therefore, that we can be of no
asslastance end sinece you state you have registered
with the State Fmployment 0ffice we heve no
suggestion to offer.

Very truly yours,

\r'r. D. Quinn
Mministrative Assistant
to the Attorney General
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September 17, 1941

Mr, G, F. Porter

Secretary, Dallas Branch

Netional Assceciation for the
Advencement of Colored People

£516 Thomes Avenue

Dallas, Texas

Dear 35ir:

We have your letter dated August 23,
1941, and one dated September 2, 1941, dddrﬂﬂﬂﬂd
to Mrs. Roosevelt and by her rnrerr@d to this
Department, concerning certain sctivities in
your loecality.

The statements made by you have been
noted and your interest in informing this
Department of the matter is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

a<_;-"’”

T. D. Quinn
Admin wtrative Aassistant
to the Attorney General




Dr. B. E, Howell, President W. L. Robinson, Chmn, Executive Commit
+ \Clﬁ 1.2 Thomas Ave.,. T 3-3130. 818 Gond, Ph, T-9991 .
; RECEIV
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“To Destroy School -

Board, Lincoln And
Express’’-White Man

DALLAS — Not content with having one group of South
Dallas whites demanding the Lincoln Negro School for white
children, another group representing the Lagow district is
protesting the establishment of a Negro venereal disease cli-
nic on Hatcher Street. Meeting last week with representa-

tives from the South Dallas Civic!
League, the group condemned the
proposal to establish the clinic in

the trouble area. W. S. Frazier is|

| president of the Lagow Civic
| League.

But the biggest and boldest state-
ment of the evening was made by
C. 0. Goff, 2530 Exline, who de-
| clared that he is shaping plans to
| destroy both the Lincoln High
school and the school board, which
is all-white.

(Mr. Goff is the man who recent-

ly presented a petition from whites |

of  South Dallas demanding the

Lincoln High school for whites.)
Goff Threatens Express

A Dallag reporter contacted Mr.
Goff by phone Tuesday night for
a confirmation of the published re-
ports that he planned to get rid
of the high school and the school
oard. “That's me,” when asked if

| SCHOOL —

|
he hag

thing in my own

ready.”

(Continueq from p

Such a bitter
| suggested e

he were the man. (The reporter

| found him to be quite different in

his attitude and talk from 'Wm.
Reinle, who has been most courteous
in talking with the Negro press—
even when expressing resentment

| over something which had been

printed against him.)

Goff Hangs up on . Reporter

Asked how he  proposed to -get
rid of the board and the  school,
Goff said most emphatically, “That’s
none of your damned business.”
Continuing, he said, “Suppose’l get
rid of that damned paper too?” The
reporter suggested that it would be
quite all right if he thought. he
could do it. In a heated exchange
of words over the phoné, Goff
proved antagonistic to the Negroes.
Asked for a statement as to why

(See SCHOOL, Page 8, Col 8

-
;v

age )
atlitude,

}'tcr's face, he

80ing to know a

X handle the whole
way when I get

=—¢C JHANN 0¢ FNNTOA

1761 ‘22 LSNOHNV ‘AVAINLVS ‘SYXAL ‘SVTIVAd

IIYMIS[H SIUI) (T SSE[[R( SHU) L 1]

> 7681 _GINsI1avis3




ntitations

ini
{ on

AR sam— e ——
o

REG. U. S. PAT. OFF
PETROLEUM JELLY

»

For sk
Insis
Vaseline

11918 'y ' ‘Juepuljurradns u._,_: 5

J1BIE 1B siaquaw Iy,

yiim  pasold L3131

{ep @y} jnoysnoly} yaanyos ayy
M. @ouepuajle Bael LA Y
10)sed ‘1xe) "N 'V Ay

- s43144d :
SV1IVaA L1SIM s¥g spjied

mh_-l.—

‘anu

ed
rork
8 and

ere div
W

omen W
make the

to

One group
the other

blanching the vege

third fille

The eighteen W
irfto groups

easier.
corn

tio

S o pu
I014RY, Ad

helled pea
ad the

s

h

»

task of
while the

one

TS,
1N d
KTE‘EU peas

d for the

tbales
CLOKE
was @
s of

4 cans and care
work

the
were 56 can

When

three steam pre
there

JoL

b 14

[eluswIBay UIFS AUl W3

pPaIy) st sexay, ‘et
Lel, '@ seIeyD

| pue I9A1ID
7.5 syoR[

— [uex ayj o} pajouwoid s

U

ay3 3q

TP SySem

u

0} dn sy e

SIAD

f corn.
Ww.

nd 28 cans O

juy ueg Jjo Jof -2398 “Ir ‘se

Hodge distrihuted
nualg to all those Ppr
je Kessine ol

0.
canning ma

Mrs. L

w

a -1yD L
Jaurunap | “MH ad GAred
woyy,
‘M PIEMpPT 1A d

joyd pue

‘Laureyd 3

.Ewm?ﬁ [edsog 3w 07 P9
03 sadoy |*109[3 *IIM 51324
aH W gurmof[ol aYyj
@j1I0A8] ., -In(J :§eXI], OIFH—'S

g ap ‘SPWIOYL ‘M PITAPY

a dwo) 3y

.SUDX3] U@ S930

Bty ABPUOW PIAY Supjeew ayy Hur
SIAVA ANV

dio) 4Ag

jo ‘suounuulg IV SUUO(] ‘193 ay
-pueld pue suoWIUG SI[IM 'SI
s1ayjeypueld sIaye)l
| a3 0} SEX3dT, ‘mmﬁﬁﬂ.:u.w.r..ud;..
paiojowr JENUM ‘SIW Jo JIBY
pue JayeJIyM JBISQ 'SIN PUB ‘I
9y CSIp
g1y pue ‘aninI| . CIW Jo. 19y
uosyoer BHRAQLY SIN JISTA 0}
<ung§ [[@l11aJ 03} palojoul I B
I PuR ‘spiarg UBWILL ‘SIN
I MIDOW ‘A ‘" "SI PUE
NOSNHOf VIDH0ID 4d

SMiIN
ALID N3INO




Dr. B. E. Howell, President . W. L: Robinson, Chmn. Executive Cmn:w:it. Mrs. J. W. Anderson, Treasurer
3016 1-2 Thomas Ave., T-3-3130 818 Gond, Ph. T-9991 1718 Jackson, R-1511

DALLAS BRANCH
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

G. F. PORTER, Secretary
Phone C-6079 or C-4206
2516 Thomeas Avenue

Dallas, Texas




September 8, 1941

Mr. Robert Smith, Jr.
2720 Bronx Park East
New York, New York

Dear Sir:

We have your letter of August 23, 1941,
addressed to the President and by him referred t.o
this Department.

Your comments and suggestions have been
noted and we thank you for the interest which
prompted your communication.

Very truly yours,

% ‘!""n.
P S AR T ‘at.ut.;l.ve Assistant

. to theAttorney General




NOTICE

.

PLEASE DO NOT
REMOVE THIS SLIP
FROM THE ATTACHED
CORRESPONDENCE
SINCE IT IS A
PERMANENT PART
OF THE RECORD.

DIVISION OF RECORDS
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158260 August 27, 1941

Ira V. ¥Williams, Esquire

President, Chiecago Branch

National Agsoclation for the Advancement
of Colored People

Chicego, Illinois

Dear Mr. Williams:

Reference is made to your telegraphic
conmunication addressed to the President on
Auguet 23, 1941, which has been referred te
this Department for acknowledgment and con-
slderation. You comment in relation to the
alleged attack by civiliens and state police
upon Army persensel at or near Camp Robinson,
Aricanses,

This matter is recelving the immediate
consideration of this Department.

Respasctfully,
For the Attorney General

/"‘

7

WENDELL BEROR
Assistant Attorney General




THE WHITE HOUSE

_ WASHINGTON

Respectr\illy referred to Justice
Lepartment feor consideration and acknow-

ledgment,

EDWIN M.WATSON
Seeretary to the President,




. W o W) o

TELEGRAM Lis o
The White Frouse

0 L \ 1 OF JUSTICE
: | DEPARTMENT OF JU ‘

Washington B G

| D1V N OF (‘1}'03
CAGO, kL .y Aue. 22, &; DIVISION OF RELORDS |
Al PlVes DQINL! {

S| DENT ¢
IMMED | ATE INVESTIGATION OF ATTACKS BY ARKANSAS
ON 94TH ENGINEERS STATIONED CAMP RoOBINSON,
UNBELIEVABLE THAT OFFICERS OF LAW AND WILD MOBS ALLOWED TO
ATTACK UNITs U.S. ARMY THROUGH UNITS COMPOSED OF COLORED SOLDIERS .
DEMAND ADEQUATE STEPS TAKEN TO PROTECT ALL COLORED TROOPS SERVING

COUNTRY.

IrRA V. WiLL)AMS, PRESIDENT, CHICAGO BRANCH NATL.
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE,




FROM:

First Assistant
Criminal Division

MEMORANDUM







158280

September 15, 1941

Mrs, Lillian Railey
1926 Conti Street
New Orleans, Loulsiana

Dear Madam:

We have your letter of August 22, 1941,
addressed to the President and Mrs, Roosevelt and
by them referred to this Department, requesting
an investigation of the alleged unlawful killing
of your brother,

The Federal Government has authority to
investigate only those casea involving some
federal question. The case of which vou write is
povernad by the state laws, It is regretted that
we can be of no assistance exeert to supgest that
you take the matter up with your loeal prosscuting
attorney for any action deemed advisable.

Very truly yours,

1

o)

Fa Do Quinn
Adm gtrative Asgistant
to the Attormey General




In answering the enclosed, please say you are doing so at

Mrs. Roosevelt's request.










hagust 27, 1941

¥alter White, Esquire

Secretary

National Associstion for the
Advancement of Colored People

69 Pifth Avenue

Hew York, N, Y,

Deaxr HMr. ¥White:
Refsrance is made to communication of

August 22, 1941, which refers to alleged inter-
forences by civilians and state police with

Army persomnel, at or near Camp Robinsen, Arkansas.

Tou are given assurance that the name of
the Negre soldier who mede a complaint to you
will be kept entirely confidential and the receipt
of any further detalls in your possession should
be immediately transmitted to this Department.

Respeetfully,

For the Attorney Ceneral

WENDELL. BPERGE
Ageletant Attorney General
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Willilam H. Hastla

Dr. Charles H. Thompsron

Dr. Elizabeth Yates Webb

Atlanta

Baltimore
Birmingham,Ala.
Charleston,W.Va.
Chleago
Cleveland

United States Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

We are informed that white civilians |
state police in Arkeansas invaded an Army camp nger
Boughton, Arkansas, omn Thursday, August 1l4th,
interfered with, by threat of violence and the
of arms, the United States Army in the performan
of its duty. This Association calls upon the Depa

ment of Justice through the Federal DBureau of Investi-
gation to institute a vigorous, immediate and uncom-
promising investigation of this act and to take steps
to punish to the full extent of the law those
responsible for this violation of the law.

Oklahoma City
Peekskill, N. X.
Philadelphin
Pltisburgh, Fa.
Richmond, Va.
Bt. Louls
Talladega, Ala.
Topeka, Kana.
Washington

The facts as given by one of the Negro
soldiers are as follows:

"Iver since we arrived in Boughton, Arkansas,
we have had trouble with the white people. So

ONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE .
s Thursday was the showdown. They rode into our

Willlam H. Hastle, Washington, Chalrman

Atlanin
Berkeley, Calif.
Boston
Charleston,\V.Va.
Chicageo

Erle, Pa.
Jacksonville
Los Angelen
Loulsville
Madison, Wis.
Muskogee, Okla.
Nashvllle, Tenn.
New York

Philadelphin
Pittsburgh
Toledo, Ohio

Washington

Wilmington, Del.

A.T. Walden
Walter A. Gordon
Irwin T. Dorch

T. G. Nutter

Irvin C. Molllson
Edward H. Morrls
Willlam F. Illig

8. . MeGill

Thomas L. Griffith, Jr.
Charles W, Anderson
Lloyd Garrlson
Charles A. Chandler
Z. Alexander Looby

Hubert T. Delany
Morris L. Ernst
Arthur Garfleld Hays
Benjamin Kaplan
Karl N. Llewsllyn
James Marshall
Walter Mendelsohn
Charles H. Studin
Francis Blddle
Homaer 2. Brown
Jesss 3, Hasllp
Willlam T, McEnight
Charlea H. Houston
Edward P. Lovett

W. Robert Ming, Jr.
James N. Nabrit, Jr.
Leon A. Ranaom
Stephen J. Spingarn

Louis L. Redding
o o8

cemp on horses with shotguns and rifles and told
us we had better be out by sundown. Well the
trucks left with supplies and we hiked fifteen
miles along the highway when all of a sudden we
were stopped by the military marshal and military
police. They said to the coumanding officer,
'We heard you had some trouble. Has the State
Police bothered you?' He said no and that was
ell. Then ebout ten minutes later there came a
squad car of state police with machine guns,
rifles, automatic shotguns and pistols. They
halted our lieutenant snd told him if he didn't
get those damn "niggers® off the road that he
was going to get a lot of those black ======-
killed. He told one of the boys to shut up and
put a machine gun in his face. Half of our boys
have hoboed back home. If I had the money, I




o2

f2 - Department of Justice Aucgust 22, 194l.

e

would come myself. The military police are all
southerners and they take sides with thenm."

If assurance is given that no reprisals will be
attempted upon this Negro soldier we shall be happy to
supply you with his neme and regimental identification.

Immediate action is necessary to stop this mob
violence sgainst soldiers in the United States Army, both
white and Negro, end to prevent any repetition of this
outrageous action.

Hespect*ully,

Secretary.

VWurs OOMBP
n":UJ.J.‘
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August 29, 1941

Gloster B. Current, Executive Secretary,

flational Assoeiation for the Advancement
of Colored Feople,

446 E., Warren Avenuo,

Detroit, Michigan.

Dear My, Cuwrrent:

This will asknowledge reeaint of your letter
of August 21, 1941, requesting to be advised of the
disposition of the complaint made in your letter of
July 7, 1941, concerning Mr. Marshall Femnell, Detroit,
Michigan.

You are advised that your letter of July 7
d4d not have englosed the affidavit of Mr. Fennell which
vas referred to therein., For thie reason the Depariment
was unable to comsider his complaint. If you wish to
supply a copy of the affidavit yon are mssured that it
will receive careful attention.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General,

WENDRELI, BRRGE,
Assistant Attorney General.

—
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August 21, 191

Mr., Robert H, Jackson

United States Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Jaokson:

On July 7, 1941 we wrote you in regerd to

NATIONAL AND EXECUTIVE
OFFICERS
ARTHUR B. SPINGARN
PRESIDENT
MANNIE H. BURROUGHS
HON. ARTHUR CAPPER
GODFREY LOWELL CABOR
EiSHOF JOHN A. GREGG
REv. JoHN HAYNES HOLMES
ProrF. MANLEY O. HupDson
JUDGE IRA W. JAYNE
REV. €. CLAYTON POWELL
OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD
VICE-PFRESIDENTS
MARY WHITE OVINGTON
TREASURER
WALTER WHITE
SECRETARY
Roy WILKINS
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WiLLIAM PICKENS
FIELD SECRETARY
DAaisy E. LAMPKIN
REGIONAL FIELD SECRETARY
RUTH MARVIN
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

MADISON S. JONES. JR.
¥YOUTH DIRECTOR

2 case of racketeering, carried on by the Sheriff
of Louden, Tenmnessee, involving Mr, Marshall Fen-

nell, of this eity. We enclosed an affidavit
and requested an investigation from your office.
As yet, we have had no reply from you as to the
out-come of the investigation.

an early date?

May we hear from you at

Very singerely tgﬁ?s,
i j /

Gloster B, Current
Executive Secretary

READ THE CRISIS MAGAZINE
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September &, 1041

Mr. W. Roberts
411 West Bth
Gary, Indiana

Dear 9ir:

Yie have your letter of August 20, 1941,
addressed to the President and by him referred to
this Department, with newspaper elipping attached.

The statements made by you have been
noted and your interest in informing this Department
of the matter is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

4,

Administrative \s
to the Attorney (eneral
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IOFFICER DEFENDS |
 NEGRO TROOPS-N
R

|
| ARKANSAS STRIFE

They Weren’t Disorderly,'
He Contends in Letter. |

The Letter’'s Version.




Vichy Makes Prisoner Deal

[Chicago Tribune Press Service.]1

 GREATEST IMPRO\J‘EME.HT"IN Gl

iN 300 YEARS!

# NATURALLY GOLDEN, RICHER, SM
1

& MADE BY SECRET PROCESS! |

HANGE ALL YOUR PREVION

N! TRY IT TODAYE

% WILLC
ABOUT Gl

FAUTHORITATIVE TESTS SHOW INEFFICIEN
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OF HOME TEMPERATURE WITHIN O

1t .« s 1D yOUr
yy replacing in-
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you maintain lower heat level
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UST 11, 1941

\‘I'm Sorry; I Was Drun

i

Laborer’s
in Rape of Girl

ory

Given Grand Jury"

Asst. Dist. Atty. John Fihelly

will present the case of the cons =

fessed rapist of a 15-year-old girl to the grand jury today. Dist?
Atty. Curran, who is vacationing in Maine, issued orders to his

staff before he left that the death penalty was to be sought in =
all rape cases. ® !

Already sentenced to die Nov. 14 for
the rape of a woman dry cleaning
branch worker is James McKenzie,
| Negro. Under indictment is Roland

Lindsay, Negro, accused of the rape
of a white girl July 12.

HAS SERVED TERM

The confession of the 34-year-old
Negro construction worker to the rape
of the daughter of a Patent Office of-
ficial on Vinegar Hill Wednesday was
obtained by police last night.

The man, William Isaac Robinson of
1249 Irving-st nw, signed the confes-
sion after detectives had trapped him

into numerous conflicting statements
during 10 hours’ questioning at Sixth
Precinct station. He had once served a
10-year sentence for rape at Mounds-
ville, W. Va. Following his release in
1939, he was arrested on a similar
charge but was released.

51000 REWARD OFFERED

tective Sergts. George Cook and John
Caton and Precinct Detective H. E.
Moore after the foreman of a Silver
Spring construction job told police that —
a recently dismissed workman had
clothing which answered the descrip- =
tion of that worn by the rapist. Ha 3
said the man would call for a back pay
check Friday. : oy]

‘I'M SORRY’

After he had signed the confession
Robinson said: “I'm sorry I did her
wrong. I was drunk.”

He told the following story in the
signed statement:-

He was fired Tuesday. On the way
home he purchased two pint bottles
of wine. The following morning he
left his home to inquire about jobs
offered in two classified ads. After
being interviewed for a job in the 1700
block of Rhode Island-av nw he rode
a bus to 16th-st and Ft. Stevens Drive

As soon as the confession was signed,
| the girl, her father and Acting Detec-
| tive Chief Ira E. Keck were called to
| the station house. After the man was
i led away the girl burst into tears. Her
ifathm‘, who offered a $1000 reward for
the capture of his daughter's attacker,
commended the police for their work
in the case,

“I am glad it's all over for the pres-
ent and that the fiend is in the hands
of the police. It has been a terrible
ordeal for all members of my family. I
want to congratulate the police for their
fine work in the case,” he said.

Robinson was arrested Friday by De-

nw. He approached the girl and asked
| her directions to the address of the
| second job. He then dragged her about 3
|60 feet into the brush in the Vinegar
Hill seetion opposite Rock Creek Park.

ONLY ONE ATTACK

He denied that he had threatened
the girl with a knife or that he “ad
attacked her twice, as she stated in
her story.

Police also are holding Robinson’s
wife, Mary Olive, 28, as a material wit-
ness., Police say she gave them in-\
formation which conflicted with sev-
eral stories Robinson told.
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Bage 6 THE WASHIN

U.S. Set to Take
ver Ship Plant

o

S S e

Workers who crossed the pickel line at Calddwell, N. J., pro-
peller plant of the Curtiss-Wright Corp. were faced with this
sign when members of AFL Aircraft Lodge 703 went on strike,
endangering $100,000,000 in aircraft defense orders. Company
appealed for U. S. help in settling strike, which started afier
the AFL union lost a National Labor Relations Board election.

By United Press
Defense officials believe today the Government will seize the
Federal Shipbuilding & Dl}dock Co. plant at Kearny, N. J.

this week. [ The mines ale t]le natmn‘: largeat

The strike began Wednesday and
halted wtom v 1y $500, 000000 in | OPeN Pit copper workings and its sec-
ond largest copper producer, The
defense contracts. Representatives of 3 Y Lh d o A
14000 CIO strikers already have urged | CoriPany sty hcin. vown, SeiBee




4

-
&

-FILING SECT

v
4

5
7

T
b

. OF HI

i
n

m
.,

DAT "’ =R

T T TS T, i AT

£t ‘Piled
2 ¥

+ Le
: Owe

Checked

Cards
Filed

.
.
.
.
.

S

S C

N

Letters arranged

Cards arranged

New files made up

Enclosures indexed




158260

September 15, 1941

Mr, John Lee Anderson
1015 Clinech Street
¥noxville, Tennessee

Dear 5ir:

We have your letter of August 18, 1941,
addressad to the President and by him referred to
this Department, concerning your difficulties
arising from the various offenses which you state
you have committed,

The Federal Covernment has no control
over offenses committed against state laws, This
Department, therefore, is unable to be of any
asslstance except to suggest that you consult
some local attorney for adviee in the matter,

Ver:_truly yours,

% A;v‘ ﬁ'
AdminT8t

D, Quinn
rative Assistant
to the Attorney Ceneral
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September 2, 1941

Miss Evelyn Ownbey
1829 Larchmont Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

My dear Miss Ownbey:

We have your letter of August 17,
1941, addressed to Mrs. Roosevelt and by her
referred to this Department.

The contents of your letter have
been noted and your interest in informing
this Department of the matter is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
e )
't To Dt Quim

Administrative Assistant
to the Attorney General
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September 2, 1941

Mr. James M, Hunt
33 Parker Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:

Vie wish to acknowledge on behalf of
the President your letter of August 17, 1941,
with newspaper clipping attached, the contents

of which have been duly noted.
__.-vary truly yours,

&
g

S

‘-'\ T: D. Qum
Administrative Assistant
to the Attorney General
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THE BOSTON DAILY GLOBE—SATURDAY. AUGUST 16, 1941

BRUTAL TREATMENT OF
CONVICTS PROBED — An|
unidentified Negro bares his |

back for a Georgia coroner’s|

“sweat-box’”’ death of a pris-|

jury investigating reported

oner at Rising Fawn work

camp: At left is the ‘“‘sweat

box.”




THE BOSTON DAILY GLOBE—SATURDAY,

AVERAGE BOND PRICES

20 0 10 10
Rails Indus’ls Util For'gn

-2 .. =1 =2
63.5 104.9 101.8
63.7 104.9 101.9
. 64.2 105.0 1018
.. 55.3 1028 965
. 66.5 105.3 102.1

602 104.2 99.0
4 1059 100.7
483 989 903

TEN LOW YIELD BONDS

Friday, 114.3; Thursday, 114.3;
qwonth ago, 114.4; year ago, 111.3; 1941
vigh, ]146 1941 low, 112.2; 1940 high,
14.6; 1940 low, 108.4.

{Compiled by the Associated Press.)

STDGK MARKET AVERAGES
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the most
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actual market, However, it should be dl)
preciated th.u where the floating supply
b small, quotations are some
m‘,.-u (not actual but
Ik which securities be
bought or '-\old if available).
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D
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|
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24
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468i
47.0|

48.2

3, | Prior

George T. Hughes

is widely commented upon.
planations.

Faith in Stocks as Hedge |
Against Inflation Lacking

NEW YORK, Aug. 15—That the stock market should
show so little response to the talk of impending inflation

There are two possible ex-

One is that inflation in fact is not imminent.
The other is that confidence in ownership
of common stocks as a protection against

the evil effects of inflation is lacking. This
column inclines to the latter view.

Prices are

vance does not necessarily imply

indeed rising, but their ad-
larger

profits for corporations the stocks of which

are listed on the exchanges.

In some cases

the effect is just the opposite.

The government is struggling valiantly to check the
price rise because of its effect on the cost of living, first,
and because of its increase in the cost of defense, second.
Whether the effort will succeed or not remains to be seen.
The majority view is that the measures so far proposed

are inadequate.
inflation is inevitable.

If that proves to be correct some price
That, however, does not prove that

commitments in equities are efficient hedges.

The market's performance over
the past two weeks has been dis- |
lmumgmg to those who pinned |
| their faith to in” tion as a stimu-
lant. For 14 successive sessions
prices of industrial stocks as
measured by the Dow-Jones in-
|dustrial averages declined. In no
case was the loss large nor the
volume substantial, but the trend
‘| was persistent. It is unusual for
la movement in either direction
|to continue so long without at
|least a temporary reversal, Some-

ed for the un-
certamtles in the outside situa-
tion, The fact remains, neverthe-
less, that neither investors nor
speculators care to take a position.
i Industrial stocks reached their
ipeak on their recovery from the|
Spring low July 28; the railroad

issues made a similar top Aug. 1.
to these dates there had
hree days, all of them in|

| with indifference marketwise, Re- |

|ports of adverse tax legislation,

|on the other hand, have been only

mildly depressing, as for instance |
when Secretary Morgenthau pro-
posed to reduce allowances for
depletion in the oil industry. The
threatened gasoline shortage on
the eastern seaboard was largely
ignored. There was a slight flurry
in the sugar stocks when the
commodity turned so sharply up-
ward, but it was all lost when
Administrator Henderson set a
ceiling for the price.

These two cases illustrate the
difficulty in analysis of specific
stocks or groups of stocks when |
neither the impact of taxation
nor the effect of price-control can
be estimated.

Since the market made its top
late in July the international sit-

|uation has steadily deteriorated.

The Far Eastern crisis has become
more acute. Doubts as to the abil-
ity of the Ru%nn ar mies to hold

O

AUGUST 16, 1941
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September A, 1941

Mr. John Alden
P. 0. Box 158
Bergenfield, New Jersey

My dear lMr, Alden:

We have your letter of August 15, 1941,
addressed to the President and by him referred to

this Department, commenting concerning the "Jim Crow"
law,

The contents of your letter have been noted
and the interest which prompted your communication is

appreclated.
OﬂﬂSAnsmly yours,

T« Ds Quinn
Adminiat.rative Assistant
to the Attorney General
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.PILGRIM CACHETS .

...JOHN ALDEN, PRINTER - SPONSOR - ART DESIGNER...
REGISTERED CACHET DIRECTOR 263

P. 0. BOX 158, BERGENFIELD, N. J.

53 STATE, TERRITORIAL SEALS $3. 66 GOD BLESS AMERICA $3.50
31 PRESIDENTS’ BIRTHS $2. 29 PRESIDENTS' DEATHS $2. , 500
U.S. NAVY COVERS, 100 ARMY, 6 CENTS EACH. 11 F. F. FOR $1

e

The Supreme Court of The Untted

Sta’ tes, by a 9 to 0 deeision (ant—chiefly
your asppointees) in foril, 1941, declared
*am qoutkurn "Jim Crow" law n and void.

On July "!5’, 1941, Mrs., Hattie Ward
( a colored women who has done work for me
age 65, bought and paid $13.70 for a Elrst
01”“~ TTﬂ'ﬂL on the Seaboard Air LLHD,.LTDH
New York, N.Y., to Athens, Ga., goimg home
bg visgit her relatives in her home prior to

5

the year 1923. She was born in Georgia.

Although she had paid First Class
Fare (buying her ticket at Penn uLL.., e,
from New York, N.Y., to “uhnpv, Ga.--and
the train in which she rode that far (N.Y.
to Petersburg, Va.,) was bound for Athens,Ga
without need of changing), the Conductor
thereon had 1 arrested and removed from
that train at Pe tersburg, Vr-.., because she
refused to g 'Hrﬁ up her ”‘"'“'L. under the Vir-
ginia "Jim Crow" law--nullified bv the U.S.
Supreme Court 3 months previously (Mr.Early
pledse note), as one American to another.
Mrs. Werd was arrested at Peters-
VL., though at no time diserderly only
.a she was colorec She wmwas confined
he Pottvrbazr cal “bon ie for 6 hours
: 3 a.m. until 9 a s July 18, 1941;
then\ fined "11 78, she paid rqtnor

to jail 31 Ppto"“burn for 15 days.

l.f!!""(’." 1 -

THIS is a time when vou (inﬁ U”_,..q__)
are asking all Americans to be loyal., We are!
But she is just as much “n.knﬁrica as I am,

you are, Mr. President
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Augmst 25, 1941

Hrn Ell!-. Pl Mﬂﬂn.
136 Rhode Island Avemue, N. ¥,.,
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Moon:

A% the request of Mrp. Roosevelt your letter
of August 12, 1941, is acknowledged herewith.

Your communication directs attention to the
arrest of a colored woman at Semth Hill, Virginia, for
having used a rest woom. It is noted that you request
advice as to whether the Federal Covernment would be
interested in investigating similar c¢onditions which
oecur in the southern states from time to time.

The particular incident to whieh you refer is
solely a matter of loeal concern and accordingly, fallas
vithin the jurisdiction of the police powers of the
particular state. Under these circumstances, of sourse,
the Federal Govermment is without amthority to 4intervene.
However, in keepinz with your request as to whether the
Federal Goverament will investizate conditions of dise
erimination, plesse be advised that any incident involv-
fiag the abridgment of the civil rights of persons in the
United Statees has always been and will continue %o be a
subjeect of interest to this Department. IT 4% is found
that the factual eituations disclose violations of federal
erininal statutes, you may be certain that vigorous prose-
cubtion of the offenders will follow.

However, it must be borne in mind that the Juris-
dietion of the Federal Government in these matters is limited
to the provisions contained in the Aets of Congress, and
unless a vielation of such provision is shown this Depart-
ment would be without authority to act.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney Ceneral,

f >l
\{L‘ WENDELL BEROS,

Assistant Attorney General.




136 Bhode Island Avenue,N.W.,
Washington,D.C.,
August 12, 1941

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington,D.C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

May I call to your attention the case of the
arrest of a colored woman in a delicate condition, for
using a rest room at South Hill,Virginia. The Afro, if
properly quoted, stated that the colored lady was cursed
and chased out of the rest room by some one employed, when
the lady re-entered the bus the driver remained there until
the police arrived and placed handcuffs on her, and carried
her away ordering her husband away, or they would arrest him.

With such conditions existing in the United States how
can we expect unity and proper cooperation in this critical
period, especially when many believe that America is about to
enter war.

My letter is primarily to ask if you wculd be interested

in investigating such conditions that occur in the South from time
to time,

Respectfully yours,

s v )
g,[{/( y //L; )?7/197

Ellis P. Moon "

——
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I am writing you about Governor Talmadge. Governor Talmadge

Dyér Mrs & Mrse Roosevelt:

has dogged the Negroes. Mr, Roosevelt a man like Governor Talmadge

does the Negroes. I had rather be in Hell with a.hrokan back than

to be in Heaven with Governor Talmadge. There 1s no n;-d of

going to one for everything fhoy all are Iiu Klux, I ask you

again what are you golng to do about Ed, Stevens snatching the two

letters out of my pockets One was sealed and the other one was not.
When you send a Government man déwn here i willloarry him

around with me and show him every one of them that damaged my;proﬁorty.

I have all the papers to show you that it was cl;ar. Mr, Roosevelt

when are you going to send a man down here to get my pﬁpporty straight?

You ought to see what a mess thcy'haVo at 160 Pryar St Thcy haventt

got but one decent Colored man in there. Now Mrs- Raaaovolt I am

writing this letter to Mrs, ﬁoosevolﬁ to stop George Senator from

throwing 1t in the trash piles All birds will flock to gothor; I

bought 33 1/3 acres of land in Clajton County aﬁd paid cash for it,

O0ld Charles Reynolds & KA/ XA/ Klu Klux, I Had a man hired to work

on my farm, Charles Royn&lda madqntho man tring the mmle to town

to sell it. 0ld Jessle Lee(&bson 2t Riverdale ran into me and killed

one of my muless I laid in the hospital four weeks and didn't get
a penny, They had so much predjuce until they lost my charter in
the hospital, Mr, Roosevelt you said you were going to send some
one down here. Mr, Roosevelt I am going to tell you about those

grafters. Lawyer Wilson beat me out of $250, Law Lee beat me out

of $27, He is now in the chain gang. Lawyer Hammond beat me out




of $10400 and told the other lawyers that I was a good old duck pick me.
Lawyer Breeman beat me out of $18,00 and a peck of sweet potatoes.
George Finche beat me out of $32, Mrs, Mangum a hen peck lawyer wrecked
my propertye He Ae Allen the biggest trdck lawyer:in the’ South. He
can lead JdBhnnie Boykins anywhere,

Mr. Roosevelt please send some body down here that dhnnie Boykins
can't buy over, There has been enéugh iies told about it to buy the
capitol, Please broad cast this so that the wérld will know that I
am not telling no lie, &ou or Mrs. Roosevelt broadeast this next
Thursday Night‘so the world will know that I am not telling no lie,

John Hudson is the biggest Klu Klux trick Eawyer in Atlanta. He and

old Allens Mr. Roosevelt I am nwaitiné on you to send some one down
here. If you want td know about me ask Senator Todd at 53 Tremont
Ste Boston Mass, and asked Judge Davis 63 Johnson St. Cinn. Ohio.

I belonge t0 ‘the Building Loan Association Mr, Davis is the Pres,

of ite Z/AX46/ at IdleWild Ohio. You ask Big men like Mr, Lang

and Mr. Hasklers They killed my mule that cost a $150s and stole

the other one cost $90 ané sold him, 0ld Sauter the man that took

my mile was & Klu Klux man,
Please Mr, Roosevelt Broad ocast this, Mr, Johnnie Boykins
talked about blowing my brain out about my own property. He said he
would killl me and pay féf me . Mrs., Roosevelt said you are the man

to know it,
Hope to hear from you soon,

Yours most truly,

Thomas McGhee,




WENDELL BERGE
ABSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

Bepartment of Justice
MWushington

hugust 4, 1941 [

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ACTING ATTOENEY GENERAL :

I would like to discuss the Jehovah's Witnesses situation
h you before any action is taken on my memorandum to you dated
y 30, 1941, recommending that a circular be sent out to all
nited States Attorneys.

I think you will be interested in the attached letter from
Mr. Clinton R. Barry, United States Attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of Arkansas, reporting that members of Jehovah's Witnesses
are actively proselyting for new members on the promise that "any-
one who joins will not have to go to war." This is the first
report of this kind which we have had in regard to Jehovah's Witnesses
but, of course, if it were true that they were engaging in an activity
of this kind generally it might suggest the advisability of deferring
issuance of the circular or revising it to some extent to make clearer
that we are not seeking to protect Jehovah's Witnesses in any of their
illegal activities.

Mr., Barry's letter does not in my judgment present sufficient
facts to warrant institution of an investigation of Jehovah's Witnesses,
but, on the other hand, I do not think that his letter can be ignored.
Accordingly, I am communicating with him to ascertain the detailed
facts which caused him to make his formal allegation.

7

WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General
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VOL. III OPINION NO, 14 APPENDIX A
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS = le
SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

SUBJECT: Ministerial status of Jehovah's Witnesses

Facts:

Jehovah's Witnesses claim exemption from training and
service and classification in Class IV-D as duly ordained
ministers of religion under Section 5 (d), Selective Train-
ing and Service Act of 1940 and Paragraph 360, Selective
Service Regulations which read as follows:

Section 5 (d):

"Regular or duly ordained ministers of religion,
and students who are preparing for the ministry in
theological or divinity schools recognized as such
for more than one year prior to the date of enactment
of this Act, shall be exempt from training and serv-
jce (but not from registration) under this Act,”

Paragraph 360:

e IV-D: Ministe ion or div
student,-~a. In Class IV-D shall be placed any regis-
trant who is a regular or duly ordained minister of
religion or who is a student preparing for the minis-
try in theological or divinity school recognized as
such for more than one year prior to the date of en-
actment of the Selective Training and Service Act
(September 16, 1940).

b. A 'regular minister of religion' is a man who
customarily preaches and teaches the principles of
religion of a recognized church, religious sect, or
religious organization of which he is a member, with-
out having been formally ordained as a minister of
religion; and who is recognized by such church, sect,
or organization as a minister,

¢, A 'duly ordained minister of religion' is a
man who has been ordained in accordance with the
ceremonial ritual or discipline of a recognized church,
religious sect, or religious organization, to teach
and preach its doctrines and to administer its rites
and ceremonies in public worship; and who customarily
performs those duties." & s




% %

Opinion No, 14 Page Two

Question.=-May Jehovah's Witnesses be placed in Class IV-D
as regular or duly ordained ministers of religion exempt from train-
ing and service?

Answer:

1, The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc., is incorpo-
rated under the laws of the State of New York for charitable, religious,
and scientific purposes, The unincorporated body of persons known as
Jehovah's Witnesses hold in common certain religious tenets and belief's
and recognize as their terrestrial governing organization the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Society, Inc, By their adherence to the organi-
zation of this religious corporation the unincorporated body of
Jehovah's Witnesses are considered to constitute a recognized religious
sect,

2. The unusual character of organization of Jehovah's
Witnesses renders comparisons with recognized churches and religious
organizations difficult., Certain members of Jehovah's Witnesses,
by reason of the time which they devote, the dedication of their lives
which they have made, the attitude of other Jehovah's Vitnesses toward
them, and the record kept of them and their work, places them in a
position where they may be recognized as having a standing in relation
to the organization and the other members of Jehovah's Witnesses, simi-
lar to that occupied by regular or duly ordained ministers of other
religions,

3., There are those members of Jehovah's Vitnesses who de-
vote their full time and effort to the manufacture and production of
books, pamphlets, and supplies for the religious benefit of Jehovah's
Witnesses, the purpose of which is to present the beliefs of Jehovah's
Witnesses and to convert others, For their religious services the
members of this group receive their subsistence and lodging and in
addition a very modest monthly allowance, This group of individuals
consists of the office and factory workers at 117 Adams Street, Brook-
lyn, New York, and of the Bethel family, which includes workers in
the executive offices at 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New York, and
at the Farms, The names of those who form this group are recorded in
the executive offices of the Tlatchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc,
Members of this group who devote their entire time and effort to the
publications and supplies of the Society have a standing in relation-
ship to that organization and the other members of Jehovah's Witnesses
which brings them within the purview of Section 5 (d) of the Selective
Training and Service act of 1940 and they may be classified in Class
IV-D, providing their nemes appear on the certified official list of
such persons transmitted to State Directors of Selective Service by
National Headquarters of the Selective Service System,

4. The members of Jehovah's Witnesses who devote their time
to the work of teaching the tenets of their religion and in the con-
verting of others to their belief, and who enjoy the esteem of other
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Jehovah's Witnesses, and are each individually recorded as "pioneers"
by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc., at its executive
offices in Brooklyn, New York, are in a position where they may be
recognized as having a standing, in relationship to the organization
and to the other members of Jehovah's Witnesses, similar to that
occupied by regular or duly ordained ministers in other religions,
and such persons who spend all or a substantial part of their time
in the work of Jehovah's Viitnesses, as set forth above, come within
the purview of Section 5 (d) of the Selective Training and Service
Act of 1940 and may be classified in Class IV-D, provided that the
names of such persons appear on the certified official list of such
persons transmitted to State Directors of Selective Service by Nation-
al Headquarters of the Selective Service System,

5. The members of Jehovah's liitnesses who occupy the ca-
pacities are known by the various names of regional servants, zone
servants, company servants, sound servants, advertising servants,
back-call servants, and by other similar descriptive titles, devote
their time and efforts in varying degrees to the dissemination of
the tenets and beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses. The deference paid
to these individuals by other members of Jehovah's ¥Witnesses also
varies in a great degree, It is impossible to make a general de-
termination with respect to these persons as to their relationship
to Jehovah's Witnesses., Whether or not they stand in the same
relationship as regular or duly ordained ministers in other religions
must be determined in each individual case by the local board, based
upon whether or not they devote their lives in the furtherance of the
beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses, whether or not they perform functions
which are normally performed by regular or duly ordained ministers
of other religions, and finally, whether or not they are regarded
by other Jehovah!s Witnesses in the same manner in which regular of
duly ordained ministers of other religions are ordinarily regarded,

6, In the case of Jehovah's liitnesses as in the case of
all other registrants who claim exemption as regular or duly ordained
ministers, the local board shall place in the registrant's file a
record of all facts entering into its determination for the reason
that it is legally necessary that the record show the basis of the

local board's decision.

LEWIS B. HERSHEY
Deputy Director

Legal

June 12, 1941

File Reference III--Ministers
Sec, 5 (d); Par. 360, S.S.R.
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and in the fheence of forther inrtrueticons from you

Attached hereto 18 2 gory of & wemorsniun from
Mr. HeGulre goncernine the Circuler to !nited Stales
itterneye relotive to Jehoweh's Yitmecses, which hes
been the mablect of dlcenrsion bBetween you =né Xp,
Schwelishsut,

¥r, VeGualre's memcrondum ir self-explenatory,
b

miet ntandon the 44ez of serdine the Circulsr.

Pespeetfully,

U. JORE ROGGE,
Asslctant Attorney General.

Fnclosure #303556
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_ Bepartment of Justice

MATTHEW F. MCGUIRE ummm
ABSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GEMERAL

July 8, 1940

YEVORANDUM FOR MR, ROGGE, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

With reference to the provosed circuler addressed
to United States Attorneys relative to Jehoveh's Witneesses,
it does not seem to me thet the subject should be dignified
by 2 special circular. Attacks on them for their refusal
to salute the flag are nothing but ordinary breashes of the
neace and asseult and bettery and should not require any
treatment different from that accorded to other forms of
these offenses. I think that the United States Attorneys
have more important duties than to protect Jehoveh's
Witnesses against assault.

Moreover, the circular would instruct United States
Attorneys to teke steps to prevent the occurrence of acts of
ageression. It 1s my understanding that the functions of
United Stetes Attorneys in criminsl metters is 1imited to
prosecuting the cases after offenses are committed end brought
before them in the regular order for prosecution. They have
no police functions in nreserving the neace.

It seems to me that state and loeal government s
should teke cere of their own dignity. I am not in favor of
sending the cireulsr for the ressons stated above,

# Metthew F. McGuire
The Assistant to the Attorney General

AT
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July 26, 1540,

hwnnd\m for Mr. Matthew F. MoGuire.
m

During my absence from the olty, ¥r. Rogge took up
with the Attorney General and the Solicitor General the mtter

of the olrcular to United States Attorneys concerning assaults
upon Jehoveh's Witnesses.

Thoy apiroved its issuence and rade the changes as
shown on the attached copy. :

I am reguosted by the Sclicitor Genersl to expedite
its issuance end I am forwarding it for that pwrpose to you,

HEERY A. SCHWEINHAUT.



July 26, 1940

CIRCULAR NO.
TO ALL UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

In the past month in thirty-four Statec menbers of the
religious sect known as Jeohoveh's Witnesses have been atteoked

by groups of individuals, apparently as the result of their
refusal, boeause of a literal belief in the wording of the
2ible, to salute tho {lag. Many of them have been seriously <
injured. It is alleged by the vietins in many of the cases
that State and local officials have elther participated in the
mob aotlion or have willfully failed to afford the full protection
of the law to the poople under attaok,

Each day additional incidents of a serious nature come to
owr attention. Although the Supreme Court has recently held that
& Stato government may in controlling its schools compel pupils to ga
salute the flag, the Court's decision in no way confers such a o
right upon private individusls, nor does it hold that even the
State may require a salute from those not in its schools. Mob
action oannot be permitted to supplant due process of law and %o
wewrp the authority of government.

In cases where no ocomplioity ou the part of State o
locel officials is shown, and where there is mno evidence of willful
fallure to afford the proteoction of the law, there is, of course,
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no Federal jurisdiotions Dut, as was celled to yowr ettention

in Ciroular No. 3366, Supploment No, 1, dated May 21, 1940, pru-
seoutive aotion under Seotion 82 of Title 18, United States Code,

may be invoked whore it is demonstrated that State and local officers
have wilfully used their authority to interfere with the legitimate
oxercise of comstitutional rights or have plns;d certain persons

uhwwmwmlmzymmmwpnmum 3

of the laws,.

The Department does not desire to institute eriminal prosecu-
tion egainst the officlals of cities, counties and States if it ig
at all possible to avoid such motion. It is, on the other hand,
necossary that the rights seowred to all persons by the Constitution
of the United States be protected,

You are, therefore, rw to take such stops as you may
find appropriate to prevent the violation of those constitutional
rights, and to seek the cooperation of State and local officials to
that end: It 1s aloo requested that in the event such incidents
arise within your jurisdiotion they be reported to the Departrent
with a statenent as to what steps you have telken in accordance with
this Cireular,

0. JOIN ROOGE,
Assistent Attorney Generel.

-
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Pepartment of Justice

MATTHEW F. MCGUIRE wubinntun

ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

February 21, 1941

-~

MEMORANDUM FOR ACTING ASSISTANT ATTORNEY

o

GENERAL BERGE.
Louls Catlett, etc.

This refers to your memorandum of February a5,
requesting that an investigation be made by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation in the above matter.

It seems that a group of Jehovah's witnesses
appeared at the Town Hall in Richwood, West Virginia,
on June 29, 1940, to notify the Mayor of ‘Richwood that
they would distribute literature in that metropolis.
The Mayor was absent. Catlett, a deputy sheriff, was
present, and, assisted by other individuals who
happened to be present, subjected Jehovah's Witnesses
to indignities and marched them through the streets of

Richwood. -

' You suggest that these facts may constitute a
violation of Sections 51 and 52 of Title 18, U. 8. Code.

As to Section 51, there may be a question as
to what Federal right was violated by this form of mob
violence. Certainly, it was not the right of religious
freedom. NoboCy was molesting Jehovah's Witnesses in
worshipping God in their own way. It is hardly a part
of religious freedom, however, to endeavor to force one's
own religious doctrine on other persons, which apparently
the Witnesses were planning to do. It may perhaps be
contended that there was & violation of their right to
freedom of speech. If this is so, however, & similar
claim may be made as to every occasion on which some
boisterous persons interfere with the holding of a
meeting. It seems that care should be exercised not
to carry the civil Rights Act too far and thereby inter-
ject the Federal Government into cases that should be
tried in local police courts as breaches_3£ the peace.
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As to Section 52, the violation under that
statute must be under color of title in order to be
punishable. On the facts as stated, it hardly appears
that anyone was acting on that occasion in any other
than a private capacity.

Under the circumstances, an investigation of
the matter by the Federal Bureau of lnvestigation, or
any other action on the part of the Department of
Justice, does not appear advisable as a matter of

policy.

Matthew F. McGuire
The Assistant to the Attorney General




August 27, 1841

Miss Dora Tyler
1468 East 22nd Street
Los Angeles, California

Dear Madam;

We have your letters of August 9 and 10,
1641, addressed to lMrs. Roosevelt and by her referred
to this Department, concerning a case in your
locality involving a person who you allege was
attacked. You request protection for the person in
question.

The protection of one's person is a matter
under the control of state and local officials unless
the vioclation of some federal law is involved. As
there is no indlcation of such a violation, this
Department has no authority to intervene. We can only
suggest that the matter be taken up with the local
police officials or you might consult the Legal Aid
Foundation, 440 Cotton Exchange Bullding, 108 West Srd
Strest, Los Angeles, California, for advice as to any
action that may be taken under the circumstances,

Administrative Assistan
to the Attorney Ceneral
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For the wages of sin is death; But the gift of God is
etarnal life though Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 6, 23.
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Enclosures indexed
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August 27, 1941

Mr. Warrem L, Howell
2020 Glenwood Avenue
Toledo, Ohio

Dear Mr. Howell:

This will acknowledge receipt of your
letter of August 2, 1941, in vhich you protest the
insctivity of this Department with regard to the
poll tax requirements of certain states.

You are advised that the Supreme Court has
held it is within the power of the several states %o
require the payment of a poll tax as a condition
precedent to the right to vote. This Department,
therefore, can take ne action under Federal criminal
statutes with regard to any alleged discrimination
which may follow as a result of the poll tax.

Inasmuch as this is & matter which may call
for legislative consideration, it is suggested that
you communicate your complaint to your representatives
in Congreas.

Respectfully,

Por the Attorney General

WENDELL BERGE
Agsistant Attorney General
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Attorney-General

a stndent, snmmer indsutrial worker axpaver, Intnre voter,
patriotic citizen, and futnre soldier in the 7.5, armed forces,
it seens to me that my Government owes an expleanntion to ne

and to tens of millions of other comion peonle who want to

w|mlie democracy work at home as vell as defending it from

agereseion from atroad

I shonld very much like to know what legal sand moral

wente the Dent, of Junetice nses to defend its lack of
tive in destroying the oknéxions poll tax.

hanking von for & reoly, I close withllr, Lincoln's

famong words in my mind, "With malice toward none, with

charity for = ith firmnese in the right as God gave ns

to see t ieht ". Why does not onr government anpply the
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’ nd zive the eolored citizen , voter,
and taxns e | inalienel 16 richts,

natrinties v yonrs,

Warren L, Howell

2020 Glenwood Ave
foledo, Ohio
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