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Mrg.J. L. Brock, Chairman

Texas Commission on Interracial Cooperstion
Bryan, Texas

Dear Mrs. w:

This w:ﬁl acknowledge recelipt of your letter of Sep-
tember 18, 1941, concerning the murder of Bob White in a
court room in Conroe, Texas, during June of 194l.

You are advised that the Department has considered
this matter and has determined that on the facts presented
the matter is within the exclusive jurisdiction of the State
of Texas. For this reason, the Department camnot intervene.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

WENDELL BERGE
Assistant Attorney General
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Mr. Francis &, Biddle, Attormney General
U. S, Department of Justice
Washington, Ds C.

My dear lr. Biddle:

-
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DR, F. RIVERS BARMWELL, FT. WORTH
DrR. W. R. DAVIS, NACOGDOCHES
DR. J. C. GRANBERY, GEORGETOWN
MRs. JOHN HANNA, DALLAS

MRrs. A. E. S. JOHNSON, MARLIN
MRrs. D. M. MASON, DALLAS

DRrR. L. G. PINKSTON, DALLAS

ProOF. DAN RUSSELL,
COLLEGE STATION

MRrs. A. V. WEST, DALLAS
LuLu DANIEL AMES, AUSTIN
MRs. JOHN H. BURMA, SHERMAN

The Board of Directors of the Texas Commission on
Interracial Cooperation wishes to call your attention
to the killing of Bob White, Negro, by W. S. Cochran

in the courtroom at Conroe, Texas, Jume, 1941.

From

verbal and newspaper accounts of the shooting, it
appears that there was insufficient protection of the
prisoner by officers of the law, aml in the interest

of the risht of all prisoners to a fair trial, regardless
of color, the Board feels that an investigation should
be made and the appropriate action taken, if guilt is
determined.

We have written to the Attormney General of Texas, but
we feel the matter is so important it should not rest
in that office alone.

With our appreciation, I am,

Si:;eere 1y

Iirse Jo I.;J- Brock
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158260-83 June 25, 1941

Hr., Walter VWhite

Secretary, National Association for
the Advancement of Colored Feople

69 Fifth Avenue

Hew York, New Tork

Dear Mr., WVhitet:

This will scknowledge receipt of your telegram of June 11,
1941, which is as follows:

“The Hatlonal Association for the Advancement of Colored
People requests the Department of Justice to institute
immediately an investigation of the shooting June 10 of
Bob ¥hite by 5. ¥W. Cochran in District Courtroom at
Conroe, Pexas. This is case of Negro wvhose conviction
was reversed twice, once by Texes Court of Appeals and
once by United States Supreme Court. Ve submit there
19 basis for investigation by Department of Justice
under Section 47, Bubsection 2 and Section 48 of Chapler
Three of Pitle Bight of United States Code Annotated,
covering civil rights."

This matter has been gliven careful consideration, and as
1t appears to involve no violation of any Federal criminal statute,
the jurisdiction of the Department camnot be lavoked. Section 47
(2) end Section 48, Chapter 3, Title 8, United States Code, which
mmnsmiumm.mmamtuum-
matter, confer a right of action for violations of olvil righte
upon the individuals whose rights havé been violated, and mot upon
the Pederal Government.

Tor the Avtemndy. ynee

VENDELL BERGE
Assistent AtSorney General
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