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AC, Savannah February 23, 1944

a

J. Edgsr Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

'- .'E e It ST 51 AT YT
EEOKELD pams MITOHELL BOBANNON
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIDLINCE

‘ neference is made to the report of Special Agent Joaeph P, Bemsom,
@ated Fobruary 1, 1944, at Charlotle, North Carolina, which indicates & possille
‘yiplation of the civil rights statutes.

_ For your inforsmation, a copy of ihis report has been submitied to The
@¥fadina) Division of the Department of Justice for advice as o whether furttmr
investigation is requested in this matter. Pending the receipt of advice Irom
the Depsrtment, it will not be necessary for.the Sgvannah 0ffice to conduct auxy
investigation in this case.
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 5AVANNAH, GH)RGIA 4 g FILE NO. /. /. .39
REPORT MADE AT .':’:‘A";E—wi-i;;MAnE Eva'zlé:}?;gge REPORT MADE BY
CHARIOTTE, N. C.. J 1330 |12-1,2-43 JOSEPH P, BESON
TITLE r‘rr( s ; CHARACTER OF CASE
JANMES MITCHELL BOHANVON : |+ /CIVIL RIGHTS AND
DOMESTIC VIOLENGE

syNoPsis oF FacTs: Complaint submitted by Major SIDNEY L?‘GI\LBERT
_ regarding killing of WILLIE L, DAVIS, negro ’
soldier at Summit, Georgia, on July 3, 1943,!
_ by Chief of Police JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON.
BOHANNON held to be justified by coronert's
Jjury. Army investigation reflected the killing
to be unjustifiable, Complainant felt that the
results of Army investigation warranted further
investigation of the case by the FBI.

~RUC =

DETATLS: At High Point, North Carolina

This report is predicated upon a complaint received from Major
SIDNEY L. GILBERT, Legal Advisor, Judge Advocate Generals Department, on
December 1, 1943, Major GILBERT advised that he was in receipt of a letter
from the mother of WILLIE DAVIS; Army Serial Number 34,059,054, Technical
5th Medical Det.achment ‘New Orleans Army, Air Base, New Orleans, Louisiana,
which letter was wrltten to Mrs, EIEANORWSEVELT regarding the killing of
DAVIS by Chief of Police JAUES MI?CHELI:-LEQHANI\JON a.t. Summit, Georgia, on
July 3, 1943. Mrs. DAVIS gomplained of the fact that the killing of her son
was to go unpum.shed CI} V)") L 4 /f‘ SOy
Details of the killing, the f:md:l.ngs of the Army Med:.cal Board,
7 the Army Medical Record, the investigative report of Lieutenant RALPH WILLIS,
and copies of the sta‘bements of witnesses as obtained in the Army record of
DAVIS, were reviewed by the reporting agent.

ft of First Lieutenant RALPH WILLIS,
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 This finding was based chiefly on statements of witnesses to the affair,
JONATHANWSTOKES and JO*&ELLIS -who stated that BOHANNON ‘struck DAVIS apparently-
without reason and when the soldler objected he grabbed at the Chief, but Chief
BOHANNON struck him again, at which time the soldier ran and Chief BOHANNON
pursued him, - Neither of the witnesses actually saw the shooting; however, it

. was dscerbained by Lieutenant WILLIS that DAVIS was uns rimed, except for a

" dull pocket knife which he had in his possession, but whlch pocket, knife he

at no tlme had in his hands during the fray.

v LA copy of the signed statement taken at Swainsboro, Georgla, on
B August 7, 1943, by Lieutenant WILLIS from JONATHAN STOKES reads as follows:

'“When the trouble started, lr. BOHANNON walked into the
juke and WILLIE LEE went out and 1eaned his arm up against the
banister on the porch and was talking to & girl; then lr, BOHANNON
walked up to him and began to seareh him, WILLIE LEE says, 'You
haven's any business searching me. I'm Uncle Sam's man,' When he
said that the Chief slapped WILLIE LEE and WILLIE LEE slapped him
back. By that time they were off the porch on the ground tussling.
WILLIE LEE broke loose and run and Mr. BOHANNON and his boy throwed
the flashlight on him and run behind him, and that is all 1 know
about it, WILLIE LEE had run around by the well, T  was standing
only a few feet away when Mr. BOHANNON shot WILLIE LEE."

A copy of the statement taken by Lleutenant‘WILLIS from JAMES
MITCHELL BOHANNON on July 6, 1943, at Summit, Georgia, reads as follows:

"I, James Mitchell Bohannen, Chief of Police of Graymount
and Summit, Ga. was on duty Saturday night, July 3rd., About mid-
night it was reported to me that there was a disturbance in & juke
joint in the outskirts of Summit. Upon investigation I arrested
a colored civilian and took him to jail, then returned to the
juke joint as there was still some disorder. During my investi-
gation of the disorder the colored soldier, Willie Lee Davis
interfered by using profane language. His remarks were not
addressed directly to me but were mentioned in suech a tone of
voice it was possible for me to hear him. As I started out of
the juke joint, the soldier was standing on the porch, As I
passed him, my hand struck his pocket and I noticed he had a
knife, When I felt the knife in his poecket, he then strueck
me on the chin with his fist, I spun around and hit him across
the face with the back of my hand. He then reached out and
grabbed my arm and attempted to throw me to the ground, I broke
loose and we erossed again. He attempted to grab my gun, but
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"1 knoeked his arm away. He then grabbed me again for the second
time to obtain my gun. When this, attempt was unsuccessful, he
then cursed saying that he was going to get a weapon and ran
around the corner of the building. A civilian, Willie Brown and
my son, James Mitchell Bohannon Jr. were with me and I instructed
‘them to chase the colored soldier and ran after him myself., I
went around the corner of the building by the use of a flashlight,
located him by the fence attempting to pull loose one of the
boards to use. When I hollered at him, he swung around and
approached me barehanded. I told him not to advance any further,
that I would kill him if he continued to advance on me. The

only reply to my warning was his cursing and he continued to
advance, When he got within four or five feet of me, I shot

him and he fell. He took about three breaths and died."

In view of the 2bove facts, Major GILBERT felt that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation should conduct investigation, since there was a wviolation
of the rights of the negro soldier DAVIS. Further details regarding the killing
are available in the Army record of WILLIE DAVIS, Army Serial Number 34,059,054,
Technical 5th Medical Detachment, New Orleans Army Air Base, New Orleans,
Louisiana,

Copies of this report are being submitted to the Bureau and the
Savannah Office for whatever action may be deemed advisable.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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This will acknowledge receipt of your memorandum of
February 24, 1944, in the sbcve matter.
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Please make a full investigation of the alleged killing
of the Negro soldier, Willie L{\Pavis, and expedite as much
as possible.
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Reference is made to the report of Special Agent Joseph P. Benson, dated /
February 1, 1944, at Charlotte, North Caroling, copias of which were desijgnuted for . |
your ‘office, entitled as above, X copy of this report was made svailuble to the T b
Criminal Division of the Department of Justice whmh has now requested that a full G
investigation of the alleged killing of Willie L. Davis, & negro soldier, be eondmtod
The Dipnrtmnt has also mquns‘aad that tidls mnt.ter be expedited.

\ In vicw of the request received from the Department, i.t is desired that
" {wmediste investization be copdueted. . It is further desired t.hat this matter be asgighed
to an exporiencéd, well-qualified agent and consideratiom shovld be given to the obtaining

—of- tatements from all witnosgses interviewed unluss u partiaular resson axliste
vaakbng 1t sable. A report will be expectod in thie w.uttar withir: threo wecks '
a7 m celve this letter. - iy ; 4
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' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

'ﬁ-us CNA(;.EIORIGINATED ar SAVANNAH, -GEORGIA . Erl FILE NO.  [});~22 | MBH
e SR T B DATE WHEN MADE 1 PERIOD FOR T AT Y :
- WHICH MADE
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA h‘3—hh 4 3-16=LL i WILLIAM G. KIMBROUGH
TITLE ' 2 i CHARACTER OF CASE
JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON 1'7 GIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE

o SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

=l Chief of Police JAMES MITCHELL ON of Gray-
- ; mont and Summit, Ga, advised in signed statement
that he shot and killed W. L&DAVIS, a negro
soldier, on July 3, 1943 in performance of his
duty and in order to protect his own life.
Killing resulted irom an investigation made by
subject of a disturbance in a negro juke joint in
Summit on night of July 3, 19L3. Deecision of
Coroner's jury was that subject shot in self-
defense in performance of his duty. Investigatiec
reveals victim to be of a quarrelsome nature. ﬁ ) E o
~P= uﬂﬁﬁ ?

REFERENCE: Repoiz of SA JOSEPH P. BENSON, Charlotte, N. C. dated

2=1=

Letter from Bureau to Savannah dated March 2, 19LlL.
DETAILS: 3

AT GRAYMONT & SUMMIT, GA.

The files of the Savannah Field Division reveal a letter

2 dated March 2, 194k, from the Bureau, advising that the
s Criminal - Divigion of the Department of Justice had requested
that a full investigation of the alleged killing of WILLIE L.
DAVIS, a negra sgﬁdier, at Graymont and Summit, Georgga. on
A}E:Rr?\:fg:‘)\gnn N// y// M SFECIA;‘&&EWQ' : e DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES L;_
57 Kt | 7‘/1) _‘/»:} 2 BEORDERY
COPIES OF THIS REPORT \ : &
) A \ "‘ | NDJ v
5 Bureau 4\7\ (;U + ) . :
1 USA Savannah o
corted TEROYED .
| R1731JAN 11 1962 |

7—2034

e



s sav hh—za

July 3, 19b3, be conducted.

WILLIAM G. KIMBROUGH

Special Agent, FBI -

~of Police of both Braymont,
. by the writer on March 16,

. Saveannah Div1sien

The subJect in instant case, JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON who is Chlef
Georgia, and Summit, Georgia, was interviewed
Lk and gave the followlng 81gned statement

"3~16-LL

Swainsboro, Ga

-"I Jo M. Bohanon make  the follow1ng voluntany signed statement
“to Wﬁ G. Kimbrough knowing him to be a Special Agent of. the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises of.
reward have been made to me to induce me to make this statement
I know this statement can be used in court, :

"About 11 P,M. on July 3, 1943 an unknown person drove wp to my
restaurant in Summit, Ga. and asked for me, and on being in-
formed I was inside, this unknown mam said 'Tell the Ghief there
is a disturbance in negro town',

"I got in my car, together with 7 111y Brown (white man) and my
15 yr. son and drove straight to Sanford's Juke Joint as I knew
this was where the negroes usually hung and I had had trouble with
negroes at Sanfords place before, all minor disturbances.

"When I arrived at Sanford's, there was a large crowd of negroes

out in the road and there was a negro by name of Arthur Cross in

the middle of the circle of negroes, who had a wrench in his hand and
cursing in a loud voice. I took this wrench from Cross, placed him
under arrest, and carried him to jail. IEnroute to jail Cross

told me that Eldon Roundtree had a pistol in his possession and had
fired it several times that night at Sanford's Juke Joint,

"ihen I returned to Sanford's I saw Eldon and searched him but could
not find a gun on him. While I was searching Roundtree I heard .
L. Davis who was inside the juke joint at this time (I was searching
Roundtree on the porch) say, 'What has that Son-4-Bitch eome down
here for, I am going to run this Juke Joint!'.

UAfter finishing searching Roundtree I started in the door and

W. L. Davis brushed up against me as I passed through the door. I

continued on inside, loocked around for a few minutes and came

back out on the porch. I saw Davis on the porch, with his left hand
é
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. leaning against the rafter of the porch, and I notice something
bulky in his right side pocket. T went up to Davis with intention
of .searching him and placéd my hand on his right side pocket.
Davis immediately struck me with his hand, and said 'You Son=A-
Bitch you have hit yourlast negro. I then slap Davis on his right
‘' jaw. Davis then ran into me and grabed my left hand and tried
to twist it and trip me at the same time. I pushed Davis off and
stepped off; on to. the ground, and Davis immediately jumped off
-the porch and started for me again. I attempted to grab my gun s
but missed and caught hole of my hand cuff case. Handeuffs and gun
were both straped on my right side. I pushed Davis off again and
‘he made two more unsuccessful attempts to take my ‘gun from me and
then said if I can't get that one I know where I can get one you :
Son~A=Bitch. Davis then wheeled and ran around behind the house.
I did'not run after Davis, but hollered to Willy Brown to 'catch
that negro'. I walked on up to where my car was parked, and heard
a noise down beside the house and flashed my light in the direction
of the noise and saw Davis trying to losen a board from the picket
fence in rear of the house.

"I then told Davis that he had caused enough trouble for one night:
and- for him to come on out. Davis answered, 'I am coming you son-
A-Bitch, and I am going to get you when I come. Davis then left
the fence and started towards me with his left hand out straight
and swining his right as if he were winding up to hit me. Davis
again cursed me for a God Dam Son-A=Bitch. :

"I told Davis to stop twice & he kept coming and the third time \
I told him if he did not stop I was going to kill him. Davis was \
within about L ft. of me when I shot him. I shot him one time,

Davis fell, and I searched him, and found a switch blade knife in his!
right side pocket. ' f
"I then returned to my restaurant and called the fheriff and told
the sheriff to call the undertaker,

"W. L. Davis was wearing a U. S. Army wniform and I was wearing my
police unifrm, |

"A Comer's inquest was held on July 10, 1943 and T was exonerated
of all blame. The Coroner's decision was that I shot in self defense
in performance of my duty.

"When I entered the juke joint I saw Dave Stokes standing in the yard.
Davis was inside.

"Stokes testified at the Coroner's hearing that he had heard Devis

=~3=
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curse me when I first drove up to the juke joint;' Stokas
testified that Davis said "What is that Son-A-Biteh coming
down here for, I am going to run this juke joint'.

"I have read the above statement consisting of this and lj other
pages and it is true to the best of my knowledge."

‘Witness:
W. Gs Kimbrough F.B.I.

_Chief BOHANNON further advised he had been on the Police Depart=-
ment of Graymont and Summit, Georgia, for the last four years and this was
the first serious trouble he had ever encountered since becoming a member -
of the Graymont-Summit Police Department. BOHANNON stated that DAVIS was
the first man he had ever attempted to shoot. BOHANNON stated he had known
DAVIS for the last four years and he had the reputation in Graymont and
Summit of being a mean negro who thought he was as good as a white man,
BOHANNON stated DAVIS resented any white man reprimanding him for anything.

BOHANNON stated that on the nizht in question after he had arrested
ARTHUR CROSS and had placed him in Jail in Summit, he returned to the juke
Joint with the intention of seeing if everything was quiet and after he
returned he noticed something bulky in DAVIS! pocket. He advised he
attempted to search DAVIS but DAYIS resisted and he then intended to place him
under arrest and put him in jail but he did not intend to shoot DAVIS unless
he had to and would not have killed DAVIS unless he had been convinced it was
the only way he could protect his own life, BOHANNON advised he was attempting
to place DAVIS under arrest and lodge him in Jail, after which he intended
to notify the Army authorities to come and get DAVIS. BOHANNON further
stated he never did tell victim DAVIS that he, DAVIS, was under arrest.

H. V. DURDEN

General Delivery

Mro e V. DURDM of Slemi'b, Georgia, adViSed the mter that he was a
member of the Coroner's jury in instant case and the verdict of the Coronerts
Jury was that Chief BOHANNON had killed W. L, DAVIS in performance of his
duty and in order to protect his, BOHANNON'S, life. lir, DURDEN stated he was
of the opinion that Chief BOHANNON was perfectly justified in shooting DAVIS
and he arrived at this opinion by visiting the crime Scene and also by
listening to testimony given at the Coroner's hearing. DURDEN advised that
the inquest revealed that victim was shot one time in the chest but that he,
DURDEN, did not remember the exact spot. DURDEN stated he saw vietim about

<=



- SAV, The22

thirty minutes after the shooting but did not examine him. DURDEN i
advised there was no written testimony taken at the inquest but that C. A.

- COLEMAN waws: the Coroner and was presently residing near Swainsboro,
‘Beorgia, but he had only the verdict of the jury in . writing and he did not
have any of the testimony in writing. He advised that the vote of the :
Coroner's jury was unamimous and BOHANNON was not guilty. :

..M, DURDEN stated he had been residing in Summit-for the past
thirty-nine years and he had known Chief BOHANNON for about eight or ten
years, He stated he had never known BOHANNON to intimidate or mistreat any-
one, He siated he had never heard of Chief BOHANNON shooting anyone else
and that he knew BOHANNON treats whites and blacks all the same,

AN Mr, DURDEN further stated he remembered asking DAVE STOKES, a negro
eyewitness who testified at the Coroner's hearing, if victim DAVIS had

hit Chief BOHANNON before Chief BOHANNON shot DAVIS, and STOKES testified

at the Coroner's hearing that DAVIS had hit Chief BOHANNON and then ran
around ‘the corner of the house and tried to pull a picket off the fence in
order to strike BOHANNON. DURDEN further stated that STOKES advised he
lost sight of DAVIS when DAVIS ran around the house, and when he next saw
DAVIS, DAVIS was advancing towards Chief: BOHANNON, and Chief BOHANNON told
DAVIS to stop three times but DAVIS kept coming towards BOHANNON; that after
Chief BOHANNON told DAVIS the third time to stop he shot him. .

. DURDEN also stated that STOKES testified at the Coroner's hearing
that DAVIS had made the statement when he saw Chief BOHANNON walk into
Sanford's juke joint on the night of the shooting, "What in the Hell are
- you doing in here, I am going to run this place". DURDEN stated witnesses
testified at the Coroner's hearing that Chief BOHANNON was wearing his police
uniform at the time of the shooting and there could have been no doubt in
DAVIS' mind as to the identity of Chief BOHANNON.

To@é LEE
General Delivery

Swainsborol CGa.

Mr, LEE, a farmer residing near Summit, Georgia, advised he was a
member of the Coroner's jury in instant case and the verdict of the jury was
unanimous in that Chief BOHANNON was justified in killing W. L. DAVIS on the
night of July 3, 1943. LEE stated he was at Chief BOHANNON'S restaurant in
Summit, Georgia, when BOHANNON received a complaint from an unknown person that
there was a disturbance in negro town. Mr. LEE stated that after receiving
instant complaint, Chief BOHANNON immediately left the restaurant en route
to the negro section and BOHANNON returned to the restaurant in approximately
twenty minutes and told him LEE, about the shooting. LEE stated BOHANNON
was wearing his police wniform when he left the restaurant and also had it on
when he returned to the restaurant,
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. LEE stated he personally had known 'victim for several years
and that he had talked to numerous people in and around Graymont and
Summit, Georgia; that all of them had told him DAVIS Was a. mean negro
—and 11ked to cause trouble.

" 'LEE advised Chief BOHANNON was hiréd by the cities of Grayment
and Summit to preserve law and order and not hired to fight negroes with
-his hands; that in hlS opinlon BOHANNON was justlfied in shooting DAVIS,

: LEE stated that victlm's mother works for LEONARD RQUNDTREE

a white man in Summit, Georgia. and LEONARD ROUNDTREE always takes up
for the negro when there is trouble between a white man and a negro,
whether the negro is right or wrong. LEE stated he believed ROUNDTREE
was adgitating the case; that he also believed ROUNDTREE suggested to
DAVIS‘ mother that she make a complalnt to the FBI.

Mr. LEE stated that DAVE STOKES, a negro eyewitness to the shooting
testified at the Coroner's hearing "that DAVIS made fight with Chief
BOHANNON and that Chief BOHANNON was right in killing him". LEE also
stated that STOKES testified at the Coroner's hearing that he, STOKES,
gsaw DAVIS hit Chief BOHANNON tefore BOHANNON shot DAVIS. LEE also advised
that STOKES testified at the Coroner's hearing that he, STOKES, and DAVIS
were standing near each other on the porch of the juke joint when Chief
BOHANNON drove up to the juke joint and DAVIS made the following statement.
"What the hell is that S—- of a B=-=- coming down here for, I am going to
run this juke joint',

DAVELSTOKES _
Generai Delivery

Summit, Ga,

The writer contacted DAVE STOKES who is employed as a laborer on the
farm of Mr. LEONARD ROUNDTREE. STOKES advised the writer that he had been
an eyewitness to the shooting of W. L. DAVIS at Sanford's juke joint on the
night of July 3, 19L43. STOKES gave the following signed statement.

"3~16=Ll
Swainsboroy Ga.

"I, Dave Stokes make the following voluntary statement to W, G,
Kimbrough, whom I know to be a Special Agent of the Pederal Bureau
of Investigation, No threats or promises of reward have been made
to me to induce me to make this statement. I know that this state-
ment can be used in court.

"One night last Summer, I do not remember the exact date, I was in
Richard Sanford's juke joint in Summit, Ga. and W, I, Davis was with

==
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me. T do not remember whether W. L. was drinking or not, but.
I had drank. two bottles, —About 10:30 or 11:00 P,M. W.Ls and -/
I were standing: out on the front porch of the juke joint and saw
Chie? of Police Bohanon drive up. in his car. ~Chief got out
of his car and came in the juke joint and met Eldon Rountree
(negro) on the porch, hear where we were standing, and Chief
searched Eldon. After searching Eldon, Chief Bohanon came over
%o where we were standing and started to search W. L. Davis,

+ = Chief started to feéling in W.L's pockets from the rear and W. IL..
. caught Chief's hand and told him (Bohanon) that he did not have a
right to search him as he was not Bohanon's man. I do not know
what W.L. meant by this statement. After W.L. caught Chief" :
Bohanon's hand, Chief slapped W.L. and W.L., slapped Chief Bohanon

and then they started fighting, and Davis slung Chief Bohanon

off of the porch on to the ground. After they hit the: ground

they continued fighting. After fighting a few minutes on the
ground I saw Davis stop fighting and run around the comner of the
house., 'Davis coull have gotten away from Chief Bohanon when they
were on the porch if he had wanted to, but I don't think he wanted
to get away, it looked like to me that he wanted to fight.

"I do not know why W.L. Davis ran around the corner of the house,
I have known Davis to have been in one other fight before he was
killed. I have known W.L. all my life and he and I were good
friends, '

"Chief Bohanon did not run after W. L. immediately but waited about
one minute and when some one told Chief where Davis had gone, he.
(Chief Bohanon) went around the house and soen after this I heard a

pistol shoot.” I did not go around to where W, L., was lying on the
ground as Chief Bohanon told us not to go.

"I do not remember testifying in the Coroner's hearing that I had
heard W. L. curse Chief Bohanon.

"I do not know what took place after Davis ran around the corner

of the house, but I know that Chief Bohanon did not attempt to shoot
Davis in my presence. Chief Bohanon did not make an attempt to draw
his gun,

ny have read this statement consisting of this and ‘two other pages
and it is true to the best of my knowledge."

/s/ David Stokes

Witness
We G. Kimbrough F.B.I.
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DAVE -STOKES stated ‘he was twenty=three years old and had' been

~Hving in Sumnit, Georgia, all his life. He ‘stated that subject DAVIS!

mother had asked him.to testify at the: Coroner's hearing and ‘Chief

_ BOHANON, so far.as he'knew, had not asked any one to testify at the
Coroner's hearing.  STOKES further advised.that .victim DAVIS had told

him' on numerous occasions. that he, DAVIS, had been trained how to take guns

avay from people. - STOKES stated that two other negroes, JACK WILLIAMS

and JOE ELLIS had also testified at the Coroner's hearing and he though*

. they had testified to practically the same as he hau.

11

M., W.,G. BISHOP, ‘General Delivery, Summt Geo*gla, described
subject BOHANON as a fine police officer and a gentleman, that he did not
think BOHANNON would have killed the negro unless he had:to'in order to
protect his own life. BISHOP stated he knew nothing of the details of instant
killing but had known victim and his mother ETHYL for a number of years, and
both of them were known in an around Graymont and Summit as being mean
negroes. ' BISHOP stated victim DAVIS came to Summit wearing an Army uniform
and he wanted to make a big show with the other negroes; that he tried to
Just take the town apart.

Dr. W. A. ROUNDTREE, dummlt, Georgla advised that he had been 11v1ng
in Summit for the psst forty years and that he knew nothing of the details in
instant case. He stated he had known Chief BOHANNON personnaly and he knew
BOHANNON would not kill any one unless it was to protect his own life.
~ Dr. ROUNDIREE stated BOHANNONIad a fine reputation as a police officer in
Summit and the country needed more police officers like BOHANNON to protect
honest people, both tack and white.

Mr. PETER THOMAS, Tax Collector, Summit, Georgia, stated that he
had known victim for approxlmately ten years; that he was known as an
impudent ,meéan negro and one hard to get along with., THOMAS stated he knew
nothing of the details of instant case but knowing BOHANNON as he did, he
knew BOHANNON would not have killed the negro except in order to protect his
own life. THOMAS stated BOHANNON had the reputation in Summit of being as
nice to people as they would let him but if they are wrong, he treats both
black and white allke.

=PENDING=-
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS

THE SAVANNAH FIEID DIVISION, at Savannah, Ga. will follow and
report decision of the Department in regard to prosecutive action taken.
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Wfice Memorandum - oNirep states 6

»

TO : Director, TFederel Bureasu of Investigation DATE:
FROM :« Assigiant Attorney General Tom C. Clark
1 " "\. /,-
SUBJECT: Jim Bohgpnéh, L
Tiillie Davis ) Viotim; ' i
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. ' ,

tir. Mamiord ..o ~- !
I .
Biir. Statho . .ov-cenne '
fmh Quine Transs ... i

I enclose a copy of a memorandum in the above mette
just referred to us by the Nationel Association for the
Advencement of Colored People, This mey be helpful to yo
in the investigstion of the killing of Private Devis.

Enclosure No. 191973
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INCLOSURI®
NO 191973

FROM
Bppartmmtt of Eﬂﬂﬁﬁf? Jenuary 18, 194,

7—849

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

lrs. Ethel Devis ceme into the office.
Her son Willie Davis wes stending on e corner telking to Cleo Cotton

Jim Bohenon the locel policemsn csme slong end wes slepping vsrious
men (perhsps to determine if they hed # gun) When he slepped
Willie Davis, Devis turned and told him thet wes not necessary,

The policemsn hauled off end struck Davis in the fece, Davis hit
back and then turned to walk away, whereupon the policemen shot

him in the bsck, killing him instently.

The following are nemes of persons who actuslly witnessed the
shooting sre as follows., These people ere all willing to meke e
statement to the sttorney generasl if necessary.,

ahi

Welter Semford - Summit, Geo,

‘Tave Stoke Summit, Ga,
Joe Stoke Summit, Ga,
Joe Ellis Summit, Ga,

John Willisms Summit, Ge.
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“9hp - Assistant Attorney. Ceneral Tom C. Clark ¢ ¥, : : ,R
ROK;EEF ~J. Edpar Hoover — Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation : s
L/ T/4 - ‘ s o ' : ;
. \5{/’ A “ JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNCN _ :
P - CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

1B ) } o _ 7. .
i 7o Reference is made to: your memorandum dated February 24, 1944,"ifi' the captioned
matter, and to your memorandum dated April 4, 1944, your file reference TCC:EBskl] .

) 144209, ook DL e . B o

- .. For your information, there is transmitted herewith a copy of the report of

Special Agent William G. Kimbrough, dated April 35 1944, at Savannah, Ceorgia, cap-
tloned as above. . ' ; A : b ol X e A

o’ fdur advice would be appfaciated as to ihether you.desire'furthar:invaktigation

in this maiter and whether you desire all.of the individuals mentioned in the enclosure
to your memorandum of April 4, 1944, interviewed: It 1s noted that ‘the attached re-

port sets forth the interview of Dave Stokes, Summit;‘Ggorgia‘

: : )
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SAC, savammh T oy PR Akl : April 20, 1944
5 .‘.-i. Bdgar Hoover Dirsctnr, Federal Bureau of Imestigation

< ghMES MU IOHELL, BRSO, v T N B St
CIVIL RIDNTS AND DGMESTIC mmm, Vel L L S i

A : Refaremcc is 'made to tha report of Bpecm Agant ‘l‘illim a, Mmbx‘wgh,
S d.t,gd April 3, 1944, at Sava.rmah, in the above entitled mather. : _

SRR SR For your mrmation, there are transmit.tsd herewith aopies of a morandan
‘dated April 4; 1944, which was received from the Criminal Division of the Departmwent.

- You will note that this memorandum sets forth the names of carf.::l.n individusls :ho pur

i port.edly actuany witnessed Lhe ahoot:!.n of Willie Dmri.s

: ok onpy of the rof.roncud report was made waihbla to ‘the Criminal L’d,visicn of

g, b7 the Dapl.rtunt which has fiow requested that the additional individuals as set forth in
the meporandum from the Criminal Division dated April 4, 1944, Le intervimd in order

that a].'l. relwan't. tast.tmny nay be Ohw.nod in thia cau. '

+ . Tt 1s desired that'a roport rcn-oti.ng ﬁw reaulta of t.}a ‘interviewsrequested
by the Gr:lni:yl Division be submitted w:l.thin th.ree mku after your reeoiph of this lett.er.
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64e - . .

| Oﬁ?ce" M@MOVd%dﬂm e UNITED STATES ‘GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: April 13, 1944
TCC sEB: AEM
FROM r( cCfl‘om C, Clark, J})ssistant Attorney General : 144-20-C
@ Boahi; |
SUBJECT:  James Mitchell Bohannon—CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE @ '“ |
§ M. Glavin ... o
[
fror Ladd..o.oo.. g
| Mr. Nichols .\ —...-.C E
This will acknowledge receipt of your memorandum of Aprilé 8”H N s 1
| Mr. 'Tracyset o
in the above matter and enclosing the report of Special Agent “'r‘”” """""" ;
Villiam G, Kimbrough. s
: Lot 3 3
In view of the fact that this is a case of the killing of 'a ™" |
Negro soldier, I feel that we should take special precautions to FUE |

make sure that we have received all relevant testimony. Accoz;di_r}g}.y,
I am asking you please to interview all the individuals mentioned in

the enclosure to my memorandum of April 4, 1944.

\\0\”:&{‘:7“—": :;:{,; F:!_
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
1 Ll s
TEDCASRSRIGINATED AT SAVANNAR, . GEORGTA TN Jhese P
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE ﬁY
WHICH MADE
SAVANNAH,. GEORGIA 5/9/Ll 5/5/4 HARVEY FENSTERMACHER
TITLE e ) AN CHARACTER OF CASE :
A NV ;
G | CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
JAMES MITCHELL BOIE[AI\'\IOIT - Poa
A & "VIOLENCE

A
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

WAL TEH”‘ SANFORD advised he did not a.ctually see_

the instant shooting. Signed statement obtained
from JOEASTOKES who saw subject fire but could not
see victim, Signed statement obtained from
JOH_‘L)"/WILLIAB.LS who saw viectim whep shot was fired
but could not see BOHANNON, JOEfELLIS furnished
signed gtatement to effect he saw both BOHANNON
and victim when shot was fired. DAVID STOKES not
interviewed as he had previously furnished a
signed statement.

R —
P - - """‘.LZL.__) ¥,

REFERENCEs Report of Special Agent WILLIAM G. KIMBROUGH
dated L/3/4), at Savannah

Memo from Bureau deted L/20/,

DETATIL.S: All the following interviews were conducted in aceordance

with instruetions in enclosure to referenced memorandim.

=] -

WALTER SANFORD
Route 7 1
Sumnit, Geptlgiay

furnished the following signed stetement +o the writsrs

4

g s
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 'n'f-"(?ORD I

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

SPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGE

/

%57 /
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&
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Y IN
‘1 USA Savannah \(‘ ?(ﬂ \a P
2 Savannah L ), A% \
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= '“ 7 1 JAN 11 1962 7854



"Graymont=Sumi t

i "-'Fay 55' lo}-lll-

N ALTERISANE O?D make the xollomng statemen‘t to HA:V‘“Y A H
‘ FEI STERLACHER, Jq., whom I know to be a. Specw.l Agent of the I‘ederfu.
Burean of - Investlgatlon.‘ No threats or promises have been used
to irduce me to make 'a statement end. T k:now thet any statement
\ I do- make may be used in cour‘c.

“"on the even1nn' of July 3, .L9)45 I reeelved a mes'sage: frcm RSP
W L/ﬁm‘.ts to meet him at Saifsyd's Juke Joint. At about 10:30
or 10sh5 B}, Tmet W, L. and c"a.mm&m.mms.- CORIIE ‘and I
left and went down the road about 200 feet from the juke 301nt.

- e were at the Luo'.r.:rﬂ:, engaged in sexual intercourse when I heard

@ shot fired. I didn't know for sure whether it was e gunshot
or an autonobile backfiring, A few minutes later, at about 11:008M
I went back to my house which is next door to the juke joint and
at thep-time my mother told me that W. L. ‘had been shot end killed
by JE CHAJ.!ITON-

W, L. and T were close frlends and to the best of my knowledge
had been in trouble only one ’c:.n}e prior to this.

"7 hove resd the above statement and have signed it because it
jis tiuel,

/s/ WALTER SANFORD
Titnesss
/s/ BARVEY E. FENSTERIACHER, Speoial Agent FBI"

JOL. STOKES

Route F 1
Summit, Georgias

furmished the Ffollowing signed stetement to the writer:

3, 1 Summit
May 5, 19kl

"I, JOE STOKES, make the following statement to HARVEY R, FENSTEMMACHER,
JR., whom I know to be & Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. No threats, force or violence were used to force me

to make this statement end I know that any statement I do make may

be used in courts



o

ey m—ee

"on & Saterday night in i in.rst of Julw; 1C‘LL), the exact date
of which I T don't remember, I want to Sanford's Juke Joint &t about
5200 P.M.: T remained at:the julte joint off and on the entire
évenihw. At about 10200 P JIM BOHANNON drove W in his car and’
gat sthere a, few minutes and thenidrove off. At about 11200 M
. BOHATNON came baeck together with 1us son and some other white
“man. Between }0:00 Pif and 11:Q0 Pl there had been a little fight
| - between ARTHUR CROSS and ETOCIIZB@CI XS ‘and ENOCH ran so the fi ght
}‘ N AT ey " ivms over. BOHAWNON waihed in the juke Jownt looked around and. .
B - walked beck out on thefporch. BOHANNON went up behind W. L. DAVIS
| : who was telking to CLEQ: COTTON, and patted him erowmd the belt and.
I ossumed he wanted to see if W, L, had any weapons. W, L. looked
back end slapped BOHANNON'! s hand away and then BOHANNON 'siapped
| : Wer L. Wt Tia said Myou :aint igot no rig sht to hit me. T'm not yonur
G Yode, men - Itn Uncle Sam's man,™ W. L. elther hit or tried to hit BOHANNON
end they "tied up". They fought a few minutes on the porch and
tiien stepped down on the ground in r'ront of the porch and continued
fightings ‘W, L. broke away from BOHANNON and ran arownd:the side’
| of ‘Sanford's house which is next door to the juke joint and seemad
‘to be trying to get away. '~ The chief, BOHANNON, yelled to the' other
“white man to head Wi L. off and the chiefrs boy turned a flaghlight =
on 7. L. down in the alley. T was in:front of the juke joint and
couldn't see W. L. but I could see the chief of police, BOHANNON
and s few second after W. L, ran around the house I saw BOHANNON
then drew his gun and shoot in the direction where W, L. ran.
BOHANNON then drew & line on the ground and told everyone present
not to go past it and he and his boy and the other white man left.
“When he had left we went back and saw. W, L. 1y1ng face down on
the ground.

"the above statement lhas been read to me by Speecial Agent TENSTERACHER
and T have signed this naffe and initialed one other pacze becanse
it is trues

/a/ JOE STOKES
VWitnesseds

/s/ HARVEY E. FENSTERIACHER, JR., Special Agent FBI"

JOHN WILLIAMS
Route = 1

S ————————— L
Sunmit, Georgiag

furnighed the following signed statement to the writers



* FENSTEREACHER, - JR., whom T know 'to be a Special Apent,

SMpt Summit
Moy 5% 1C}4LL

g JFUL'WiALT.JS neke the following: stateﬂent to HA?VﬁV B
of the

rederal Bureau of Investization. No ‘threats, foree or violence

- ‘have been used to induce me to make a statement and-I realize that

any statement I do make may be used in court. -

"0n the evening of July:3, 1oli3 at ebout $:00 PM T went down to
ganford's Juke Joint to see Chiecf of Police JINM BOHANNON end to
asgk him To ride me out to my farm. I thought the. chief was at
sanfords. becaunsé when I was uptown Buying groceries I saw him:
‘drive in that direction, iWhen I arrived at Saniord's BOHAVTOW his
son and some whitte man I do not know were getting in BOHANNON'Ss
car.and getting ready to leave. BOHANNON told me to weit and he .
would return and toke me home, Chief BOHANNON came back in about

10 or 15 minutes and walked inside of Senford's Juke Joint. BOHANNON °

searched ELDON {ROUNDTREE and then ocane up to the side of W, L.
DAVIS and reached out both hands’ and patted his pockets as if to
sce if he had anything in them. T didn't hear either BOHAWNON
oF W, L. say anything as T was on the ground outside of the juke

~joint but'I saw W, L, push the chief's hands away. - The chief and

7. D, were scuffling inside of Sanford’s and the ecolored boy,

W. L. backed out of the door. Theéy continued souffling on the
porch and then came on the srowmd in front of the porch and were
still secuffling and it looked as though W. L. was trying to get
awave W, L. finally broke away and ran around the side of Sanford!s
house which is next door to the juke joint. BOHANNON yelled to
his boy to head W, L. off. ‘The. boy'was already outside of the
car. The chief had a flashlight in one hand and a pistol in the
other and he went to the corner of the house arownd which W. L.
had disappeared and shined the lizht in the direction W, L. had
~one and chased W. L, around the corner. At this time I could
not see either’ Chief BOHANNON or W. L. In a few moments W. L.
casie vunning out and jut when he got where I eould see him I
heard a pistol shot and W. L. spun arownd and fell flat on his
back and didn't move again. While this entire thing took place
I was standing in front of Sanford's Juke Joint.

"7 have known W. L. DAVIS ‘all my 1ife and as far as I know he
had never been in any fights or any other trouble.

*T have had the above_stafament oconsisting of almost one and one
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half (1 )} pages read to me by Specwal Lgent FPFSTnmwACHEn and I have

“sipned this page &and 1n1t1aled one othe page and all correﬂtlons as

the above facts are tTruee

: /s/ Jomq#mm,%s ¥

- qVitnesss

/ /s/ HARVEY Es m,hs'rmmc_m TR = Srec'tal gent FRI. M

JOHW WILLIALS uas spec1f1c Lly questloned in “eertain points

in hls statement which varied £rom ‘the statement taken from JOE STOKES: but

he mainteined that lis statement wes true 1n every dEtmll‘

JOB ELLIS ;
Route - =2
flllmore, Georg1a~

furnlshed the followzng signed statement to the writer:

"t JOE ELLIS make the following stateaent to HARVEV E. PhVST*_“ﬁcqrw
JR. whon T know to be a Special Aobnt of the Tederal Bureau of
Inveatlg&tion. No threats, force or violence have been used o induce
me to make a stotement and T know that any stﬁtencnt I do-make may be
used in court.

"f live at Rbt. 2 Sunmit, %as  On July 3,719L3 T went to Saniord'

. Juke Joint just as it was gétting dark. About B: +30 ‘or G:00 P Chlef
of Police JIM BOHANNON drove down to Sanford's and set in his car and
1ooked around and then drove away. About 10:15 or 10:30 BOHANNON again came
to Sanford's together with his boy and some other white man whose name I
do not knows. BOHANNON got out of the car emdwent in to Sanford's Juke
Joint and I didn't see him for a few minutes, In a few minutes BOMANNON
and e boy I know as W. L. DAVIS came out of the front door of Sanford's
tussling, they tussled a few moments and W. L, appeared to be Trying to
pet avay. BOHANNON and W. L. moved to the ground in front of Sanford's
still tussling and still on their feetiand W. L., got away and ran towards
the far side of Sanford's house which is next door to the juke gallt.
BOHAWNON ran after W, L. and yelled to the man with him to head W, L,
Off. BOHANNON hed.a flash 1ight in one hand and a gun in the other but
he didn't flash the light until after W. L, was shot. BOHAWNON shot

W, &, when W. L, was running to the side of Sanford'c hovwse which is fartherest

from the juke joint. I saw both BOHANNON and W. L. at the time BOHANNON

fired his pistol and W. L. was running away from BOHAWNON at the tine.

he wae shot.  Jhen BOHANNON shot W, L., BOHAWNNON was in fromt of
‘sanford's liouse on the side towards the juke. joint and W. L. was
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a cgouple of i‘eet past the front of the house on' the other side.

| BOHALTOR. ‘was about 20 or 25 feet behind W, L. when he shot and BOHANNON

was: trotting rather slowlys. I wes leaning on the gate in: front of Sanfordts
houdge and. could see both.men the entire time ai‘ter they cane JUt of: the

Julte joint.

"} have lmown W. L. most of my 1ife and as far I know e hagionly been
in one other fight amnd that Was not hig fault. ;

"On' one other occasion T know of, :BOI—IAF*?I‘?OE\T slapped my daughter and T
don't. 1:1111115 it wes necessarj. o : :

fSpecial Agent PENSTEMACHER has read the above sta tement consisting of
about one and one=third (1 1/3) peges to me and I have placed my mark
on this and one other page beeause it is true and correct.

! £ -~
~
-
ok

T
%
\

I

'Joe X_Elii.s
his' mark™

Witnesss
/s/ HARVEY . ' FENSTHRIACHER, *JR.,. Special Agent FBI Savennah, Ga."

ELLIS was interviewed I'GV.L"L‘tl'V'e to certain points in his
statement which differed from statements previously teken from other witnésses
but he malnten.ned that his statement was true in eyery, detail.

DAVTS STOKES, Route /.1, Summit, Georgia, was not interviewed

gnd ne signed statement obtained 1nasmuch as he had previcusly fumlshed a
signed statement which is contained in referenced report.

PENDING

s



* THE' SAVANNAH PLELD-DIVISICH at Savennah, Geor gia, will follow
and report decisioniof the Department in regard to prosecutlve ac‘tr_an t aken,
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P Jlm 10, 1944
AR VL,
de mﬁ- ver - iront.or, FPeoderal Burm of Investigation

JAMES NITCHELL BOPANNON
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

leference 1& made to the report of Special l.gcnt- nnrwy Fammchnr,
dated m 9, 1944, in the above entitled malter.

&wwdthhmorﬁmmd.aﬁhbhﬁthtﬁnﬁndmmmu

- the Department, which has now replied by memorandum dated May 31, 1944, and

Tolson,

cotfey
. Olavin
Ladd

« Nichol|
Rosen
Tracy.
Mohr
Carson
Hendon

« Jones

EFEEEEFTSEEEEE55Y

« Nease

E. A, Tamm__
R

Mumsord
« Quinn Tamm___
88 Oandy

made reference to the above mentioned report, requesting that the findings of
the Army Nedicsl Poard, the Army medical rwonl the invesiigative report of
Ideutenant Kalph J:tm;hmi coples of the at.ah-ntn of witnesses as contained
in the Army record of vate Willlie Dgvis and as reflscted in the report of
apmm Lmt Fenstermacher, be obtained.

It udnirod that the Charlotte Uffice m&yﬁﬁh th-roquut of the
Grlninll DPivision of the Dopsrtmt and submit a report in th near future.

cc cm-mu
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™  ATANDARD FORM NO. 64 ' Q
'
'

Oﬁcg Memorandum - vwiteD states GOVERNMENT——

Mr. E. A Tomm. ____ i

e |

TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE:  May 31,
- Glavia e ]
FROM K%ssistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark TCC :EB: JBE. Lﬂ:“f/ !
{ c ]J_,_!_IL-EO—Si Dr. Nichola . _ ;
SUBJECT:  James Mitchell Bohannon; | Ji5 e i
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. EM‘“ Tracy s i
| Mr. Accrs f
='w o age Hoinale's T
i‘?Mr. Cargon ... . 1 ?
-ETJ).‘. Bendan. . j
; My, Mrumford . 5
This will acknowledge receipt of your memorsndum g" |
of May 16, 19L)i, enclosing a report of Special Agent Harvey § 25 ot T
Fenstermacher in the above case. sz' PIER
§ Mins Comler !
{
In the original report of Special Agent Joseph P. | ™° f
Benson dg_ted February 1, 19}_;".'.’ reference iS Mde to the filld- ';:;_.“:m.'-“;------- i

ings of the Army Mediecal Board, the Army medical record, the
investigative report of Lieutenant Ralphffﬁllis and copies of
the statements of witnesses as obtained in the Army record of
Private WilliefDavis, Please obtain copies of all the material
in the Army records relative to this case.
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ROUTIHR : FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
3 ROK:fs UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .
NS, T Ty b S W T L
bRo¥D. o /- L7 JUNE 80, 1944
rep To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION,
o SAC, CHARLOITE
O*‘yﬁ Transmit the following message to: ~ SAC, SAVANNAH
’n c;) RE JAMES MITCHELL BOHAWNON CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOQOLENCE
‘( 2 ¢

REBULET JUNE TEN LAS? SUSMIT REPORT IMMEDIATELY
HOOVER

COPIES DISTROYED \

R1Y ldAN 11 1962 : _/,
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Oﬁice Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation  DATE: June 27, 1944
FROM :  fTom g, Clark, Assistant Attorney Ceneral . TCC :EB:MCM C(f

© .
SUBJECT:  James Mitchell Bohannon 1/4~20=9

Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

Mr. T:‘e:c‘_v__

On May 31, 1944, I wrote asking that you obtain Mr. Mabr ___ i
copies of all the material in the Army records relative to_ ME Coaontl dt (U8
this case but so far these records have not been received. | Mr. Hendon .. _____

Mr. Mumford SN

T would appreciate it if you would expedite this Mr. Jones.. . ____|

Mr. Quinn Tamm.___ |
Mr. Nease. ... .....
Miss Gandy ../ ____

matter as much as possible.
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REPORT MADE AT

DATE WHEN MADE ‘\FMERICO}-?SORE. A REPORT MADE BY. :
y X HI AD “ d
‘CHARLOTTE T=l=lils 6-28-Lil; .- % | 'REED W, THOMPSOR
TITLE ; . ; ‘ /2 ' ;l‘ ‘, CHARACTER OF CASE
JANES MITCHELL BOHANIION gt ok SR Ll ol TY TT S RTRHTS AND DOMESTIC
il g % - VIOLENCE -

‘ o WILLIE Ls: DAVIS, Negro soldier, 1nducted into Us B,
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:  Army by Local Bogrd 2, West Palm Beach, Flas, -
, 11-17<h1. Assigned 43N 311,059,050, and attached
to the Detachment Medical Uepartment, Air Depot
Training Station, New Urleans, La. DAVIS, while
on authorized leave, T=3-l3, was shot by Chlef
"of Police JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON; of Summit, Gae,
the result of a dispute at a Hegro juke jointe _
DAVIS! character and efficiency as soldier recorded
as excellent at time of death. . The service record
Army Medical Board's report, Army lMedical TLecord,
cand .the investigsative report of Lte BALPH WILLIS
with signed statements of Subject and witnesses set
outs  Army investigators report indicated that
DAVIS was unJustlflably killed..

i o8 _ - RUG =

REFERENCE: Bureau File #hli=9LQ. :

5 Letters from Bureau, 3-2-Lli, and 6-10-hl. {

DETATLS s AT HIGH POINT, N. C. el
T OF L f;%;}

Miss MAGNHILD SODERBERG, Supervisor of the Specizl Service "

Sub-Section, Demobilized Personnel Records Branch, Adjutant Ceneral's
Office, War Lepartment, was contacted, and she advised that the

records revealed that WILLIE ILiu DAVIS was inducted into the U. S.

Army on November 17, 19L1, by Local Beoard 2, West Falm Beach, 7
Florida. DAVIS was sentjito! Gampleamdinﬁg Florida, on November 18, e
1941, where he was assigned Army Serial Number 34,059,054, and
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attached to the Engineers at Fort Leonard %ood, Missouri. On February 18,
1942, DAVIS was transferred to the Uetachment Medical Department, Air Depot
Training Station, New Orleans Army Air Base, New Orleans, Louisiana. DAVIS,
according to his record, was a Technician Fifth Gradee

DAVIS obtained a furlough which was authorized for a period of

. fourteen days, from July 1, 19L3, to July 1l, 1943, inclusive. He returned

£o his home at Summit, Georgia, where his mother is presently residing.

On the night of July '3, 1943, at approximately 11:55 pem., while at a juke
joint at Summit, Georgia, DAVIS was shot by Chief of Police JAMES MITCHELL
BOHANNON. The Subject made a statement at this time that he was on duty
and that about midnight he received a report that there was a disturbance .
in a juke joint on the outskirts of Summit. Subject proceeded to the negro
juke joint where he arrested a colored civilian and took him to jail.
Subject then returned to the juke joint, as there was still some disorder,
and DAVIS interferred at this time by using profane language. Subject, in
a signed statement, claimed that DAVIS struck him on the chin with his fist,
and that DAVIS attempted to obtain his gun. DAVIS broke away from Subject
and ran around the corner of the juke joint. Subject followed DAVIS, and

after a few words, according to Subject, DAVIS attacked him with his bare

hands, at which time Subject shot and killed DAVIS.

The following investigative report was submitted by First
Lieutenant RALPH B. WILLIS:

"Camp Gordon, Georgia
11 August 19L3

SUMMARY OF INFORMATTION IN THE CASE OF T/5th Grade Willie L. Davis! 3405905,
Detachment, Medical Department, ADTS, New Orleans Army Air Base, Yew Orleans,
Louisiana, (Deceased):

1. Pursuant to verbal instructions from the Fost Adjutant a trip was made
to Swainsboro, Georgia, on 5 July 1943 to investigate the shooting of a
soldier. The State Police were contacted, but knew nothing whatsoever of
the accident. The Sheriff of Emanuel County could not be contacted.

5, On 6 July 19.3 another trip was made to Swainsboro, Georgia accompanied
by a Medical Officer from the Station Hospital and a member of the Post
Quartermaster Detachment. The Sheriff was contacted and it was learned
that the deceased, T/5th Grade Willie L. Davis, had been shot by the

Chief of Police Mrs James Mitchell Bohannan on or about midnight 3 July
1943. The remains were resting at Pughsley's Funeral Home. The Medieal
Officer performed an autopsy, & copy of which is atbtached as Inclesure

Nes 1.
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3. The Sheriff was contacted as was Chief Bohannan at the Sheriff's Office
in Swainsboro. Chief Bohannan made a statement in the Sheriff's presence

on the 6th of July 1943. His statement discloses that he fired one shot
which killed T/5th grade Willie Lee Davis. He stated the reason for
shooting the man was that he thought that the soldier was going to attack
him. His statement further reveals that the soldier was not drunk and not
disorderly other than using profane language towards Chief Bohannan.

Chief Bohannan states that the soldier attempted to grab his gun and it was
then that he struck him across the face and the soldier ran. Chief

Bohannan pursued him around the cormer of the building where he said the
soldier stopped. The Chief stated that when the soldier advanced towards
him with no weapon other than his bare hands he shot him, killing him
instantly. The Sheriff instructed the Investigating Officer that no inquest
had been held nor would one be held unless the soldier's family swore out a
warrant against Chief Bohannam. Upon the Investigating Officers repeated
request for death certificate one was made cut that date, 6 July 1943, copy
of which is attached as Inclosure No. 2.

L. As no inquest had been held the only witness that could be located was
contacted and statement is attached as Inclosure No. 3. This witness

was Willie Mur: vn, a white civilian, who was present with the Sheriff

on the night of \3 July 1943. His statement reveals that he was not an

eye witness at the scene of the shooting. It was dark. That he saw the
colored soldier rumning from the Chief of Police, but did not hear the
soldier make any statement or say anything to the Chief nor did he hear :
the Chief say anything to the soldier. After seeing the soldier run he then
heard the shot and when he walked over to the Chief of Police he saw the
soldier dead, lying on the ground.

5. After repeated efforts, both long distant calls and written communications
to the Sheriff on the date of 19 July I9L3, the attached letter of Sheriff

P. L. Youmans and the coroners inquest were received at this headquarters.
These are attached as Inclosures No. L and 5 respectively.

6. Another long distant call and written communication was made to Sheriff
Youmans requesting statements made by the witnesses that appeared before

the coroners jury. These were received on the date of 9 August 1943 and

are attached as Inclosures No. 6 and 7. They were the statements of
JonathaniStokes and JoejEllis, both of which stated that the Chief of Police,
Bohannan,' shot the soldier when he ran from him. They both state that the
Chief struck the soldier, apparently, without reason and when the soldier
objected and grabbed at the Chief that the Chlef struck him again at which
time the soldier ran, the Chief of Police pursuing him.
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_ T+ In 1light of the evidence as presented and the apparent indifferent
attitude taken by the civil authorities, it is the opinion of the investigating
Officer that T/5th Grade Davis was unjustifiably shot and killed. Chief of,
l Police Bohamnan's own sworn statement reveals that the man was not disorderly
drunk, however, he believes that the soldier had had a drink. The Chief
} made no attempt to arrest this man as shown by his statement and due to the
' size of the Chief, in comparison to that of the soldier, it is the opinion
i " of the Investigating Officer that the Chief could have made an arrest if
| he had so desired without killing the man as he stated the soldier had stopped
| rumming when he shot him. - As the Chief had a white civilian present with
him at the time the Investigating Officer is of the opiniocn that the soldier
could easily have been overpowered had it been mecessary. The soldier at no
time had any weapon in his hand with which to attack the Chief. A knife
with a broken handle and very dull was removed from the pants pocket of the
deceased. At no time did the deceased have the knife. out nor was it used.
as a weapon. : : ey L B oy £

—

S/s Ralph B. Willis’
1st Lt., Cavalry
Investigating Officer

Incls.

= Autopsy Frotocel Report. ¢

- Statement of Chief of Police Bohannane
- Statement of Willie Murl Brown.

Ltr. fr. Sheriff P. L. Youmans.
Coroners inauest.

Statement of Jonathan Stokes.

- Statement of Joe Ellisa.!
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INCLOSURE Number 1 NSTATION HOSPITAL
CAMP GORDON, GEORGIA

A0 PSS NP R OO0 0 L

— e o mam e e S GEm s G S

NAME ; Davis, Willie L ASN 't 314059054 STATUS:T/5th Gr.
ACE: 26 SEX: Male RACE: Colored NATIVITY: Georgia
DIED:  July 3, 1943 at approximately 11:55 P, M. ACC NO: A-}i3-29

AUTOPSIED: July 6, 1943 1:00 P. M. at Pughsley Funeral Home, Swainsboro, Ga.
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CLINICAL DIAGNOSIS

Wound, penetrating, from pistol bullet, of the left chest.

- PATHOLOGICAIL DIAGNOSIS

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: 1. HEMOTHORAX, LEFT, SEVERE.

2. WOUND, WLITH COMPLETE PENETRATION OF THE UFPPER
LOBE OF THE LEFT LUNG.

‘3. . RUPTURE, TRAUMATIC, LEET MAIN STEM BRONCHUS.

VASCULAR SYSTEM: RUPTURE, TRAUMATIC, IEFT, PULMONARY ARTERY.

MISCELLANEOUS : WOUND, FENETRATING, FROM PISTOL BULLET, POINT OF ENTRANCE

NOTE :

THIRD LEFT INTERCOSTAL SPACE ANTERIOR AXILLARY LINE;
WOUND DIRECTED DOWNWARD, MEDIALLY AND POSTERIORLY
PASSING THROUGH THE UPPER LOBE OF LEFT LUNG, IEPT
LUNG HILAR REGION AND LODGING IN:BODY OF FIFTH DORSAL
VERTEBRA.

Due to the fact that there was only one wound, only the chest and
its contents were examined.

CLINICAL ABSTRACT:

GENERAL:

This previously healthy soldier was killed instantly when shot in
the chest by a law-enforcement officer at Summit-Graymont, Ceorgia.
He was a member of the Yedical Detachment, Air Depot Training
Station, New Orleans Army Air Base, New Yrleans, Louisiana.

PROTOCOL

The body is that of a well developed and well nourished colored male
measuring approximately 68 inches in length, weighing approximately
160 pounds, and appearing to be about 25 years of age. Pupils are
equal and round. Dark hair covers the head. In the fourth left
intercostal space anterior axillary line there is a ragped 1.5 em
penetrating wound which has no evidence of gunpowder. There is no

A
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point of exit. The tissues are firm and fixed, the soldier having
been embalmed approximately L8 hours before examination was
‘performed. ‘ :

PRIMARY INCISION:

A straight midline'incisidn is made from the suprasternal notch
to a point 1 inch below the Xyphoid process. The subcutaneous
fat is average in amount and the muscles are well developed.

The pericardial cavity appeared normal and had not been entered
by the penetrating objects :

The left pleural cavity contained approximately 200 cc. of
bloody -fluid and small clots. There is a 2 cm. hiatus in the
parietal pleura in the third left intercostal space in the :
anterior axillary line. The right pleural space is not entered
by the penetrating object. :

LUNGS:2

The upper lobe of the left lung is completely traversed by the
penetrating object from its lateral surface to its exit near

“ the hilus. The tract is stem bronchus is struck and torn about
i em. from the bifurcation of the trachea. The right lung is
not involved in the injury and grossly appears normal although
the examination is rendered difficult by the fixation of the
tissues by the embalming solutions -

HEART:

The estimated weight of the heart is 300 grams. The left ventricle
is approximately 1.5 em. in thickness and the right 0.5 cm. There
is no evidence of disease process of the epicardium, myocardium

or endocardium. The circumferences of the valwvular orifices

appear norman. The coronary vessels are patent.

AORTA AND VESSELS$

The left pulmonary artery is struck and torn in the left hilar
regions. No rent can be found in the aorta which shows no evidence
of disease. '
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- SKELETAL:

The third left intercostal ‘space presents a 1.5 cm. penetrating
wound.. The penetrating object is lodged in the body of the

sixth dorsal vertebrae causing a shattering o bony tissue at

its point of entry to the bone. There is no point of exit from .

the bone.
NOTE 2 ;
| Due to the fact that there was only one wound only the chest
and its contents are examined.
NOTE:

This previously healthy soldier was killed instantly when struck
with a pistol bullet in the left chest. Autopsy revealed a
penetrating wound passing through the upper lobe of the left
lung, the left hilar region striking the left main stem bronchus

and pulmonary artery, and the penetrating object lodged in the
body of the sixth dorsal vertebra. _

S/s James B. Witherington,
Captain, Med. Corps. A.U.S."

The following signed statement made under oath by Chief of Folice
James Mitchel Bohannan, was obtained from the Service Record:

"AFFIDAVIT:

"Before me, the undersigned, authorized by law to administer oathes in cases
of this character, personally appeared:

Chief of Police JAMES MITCHEY BOHA

Resident of Summit, Georgia, adgrfess P.O. Box S

This 6th day of July, 1943 wHo bel\ng duly sworn deposeths as follows:

I, James Mltchel Bohanna, Whief of Folice of Graymont and
Summit, Ga. was on duty on Saturday night, July 3rd. About
mldnlght it was reported to md that there was a disturbance in
a juke joint in the outskirts o Summit. Upon investigation I
arrested a colored civilian and took him to jail, then returned
to the juke joint as there was still some disorder. Luring

my investigation of the disorder the colored soldier, Willie

-7=
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Lee Davis interfered by using profane lanpguage.  His remarks
were not addressed Elrectly to me but were mentioned in such

a tone of voice it was possible for me to hear him. As I
started out of the' juke joint, the soldier was standing on the
porch. As I passed him, my hand struck his' pocket and I noticed
he had a knife. When I felt the knife in his pocket he then
struck me.on the chin with his fist. I spun around and hit
him across the face with the back of my hand. He then
reached out and grabbed my arm and attempted to twist it
around my back and attempted to throw me to the growmnd. I
broke loose and we crossed again. He attempted to grap my gun,
but T knocked his arm away. He then grabbed me again for

the second time to obtain my gun. When this attempt was
unsuccessful, he then cursed saying that he was going to

get & weapon and ran around the corner of the building.

A civilian, Willie Brown and my son, James Mitchel Bohannan,
Jre were with me and I instructed them to chase the colored
soldier and ran after him myself. I went around the corner

of the building by the use of a flashlight, located him by

the fence attempting to pull loose one of the boards to uses
When I hollored at him he swung around and approached me
barehanded. I told him not to advance any further, tha t I
would kill him if he continued to advance on me. The only
reply to my warning was his cursing and he continued to
advance. When he got within L or 5 feet of me, I shot him and
he fell. He took about 3 brezths and died.

Sworn and subscribed to me, 8/s James Mitchel Bohannan
this 6th day of July, 19L3. Chief of Police’

RATPH B. WILLIS

1st Lt. Cavalry

SUMMARY COURT OFFICER

SD 18L PAR 15 22 AUG. L2t

#The following questions were asked Mr. Bohannan by the Investigating
Officer in connection with his statement:

Q. Chief, was Mr. Brown with you when you shot this boy?

A. ‘I cannot say whether he was an eye witness or not. He was

about ten or fifteen feet from us. My son stated that he saw the
whole thing.

i
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Qe

A

Qo

A.'
Qf'
5

Qe
A.
Q.

A

Qe

A.
Qe
Ae.

Chief, was this coloréd'soldier advaﬁciﬁg on you full faced?

lot exactleys  He was advanc1ng on' me 1eft army outstretched
‘and his rlgﬁt arm drawr back.

'Chlef, was thc soldier in z crouchlng p051tlon ‘or was-he -

. standing uprlght.

I could not'answer. I could not recall exactley.

Chlef, did you have your flashllght at the tlme the man was shot°

Nc, I put it in my pocket.

Was there any artlflclal llght?

Yes, there was an outside light rupning between the two bulldlngs. ,
Although the shooting took place around the corner of the
bulldlng, the reflectlon was such that ' could see clearly.

Chlef, when you noticed that this man wds dead what dld you
then do? . ]

- The first thlng I did was to tell my son %o ecall the Mayor and
- tell him to ¢all the Sheriff and tell him what I did. -However,

my Son stated that he was scared and as he could not drive, I
weni along to the Mayor and told him what had happened. The
Mayor then stated that 'since 1 knew more about it than he did,
for me to notify the Sheriff and the State Patrol. I told him
that I would take care of matters and he came down to Summit
himself about 2 o'clock arriving there on or about that time.
After reporting to the Mayor, I then went to this boy's house
and told his uncle that he had been shot and was dead. His

. unele said to turn the body over to Pughsney's buneral Home

in Swainsboro. They came and got the body.

Chief, do you have the names of any other witnesses other than
your son and Mr. Brown?

NO, Sir.
How old is your son?

He will be fifteen in September.
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Qe

Ao

What does ir. Brown do? .

He works with the Home ProductSVCompgny in Graymont. He s
just a civilian who offered to accompany me when: i heard this
disturbances. : 5 i s :

Chief, was any doctor called in on:this'case?-

' No sir, there was mo doctor availables

Chief, was this soldier drunk.

He had been drinking but he was not disorder1y~drunk.

Chief, did you attempt to arrest this soldier?

No sir, I did not have time. Then I found him betweén the fence
attempting to pull off the board, I told him to come out but

T did not tell him that he was under arrest or that I would

arrest hime.

S/s James Mitchell Bohannan
Chief of Police

Sworn and subscribed to me, this
. 6th day of July, 1943.

RALPH B. WILLIS

1st Lit« Cavalry

SUMMARY COURT OFFICER

SD-184 PAR 15 22 AUG. L2w

Enclosure No. 3 in the investigative report was the statement of
WILLIE MURL BROWN, and 1s quoted as follows:

NSTATEMENT

0T, Willie Murl Srown, Civilian, residing in Graymont, Gas was
in the company of “hief Bohannan on the might of July 3rd when
Willie Davis, a colored soldier was killed. I was in the car
with the Chief when we heard a disturbance and I told the chief
I would ride with him to see what the trouble was. When we
arrived at the juke joint, the Chief got out of the car and

<105
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went in. I didinot see him come out of the bﬁildingrand'the
“next thing' I knew I heatd a shot. It came from:around the

corner. of the building and _I saw a colored soldier fall to the

ground. I ‘then got. out of the car and went over to the soldier.
fihe Chief was standing there with a flashlight in his hand with
“the light on the soldier. The soldier looked like he was dead

and the -Chief ‘and I got in the car and came back to his place and

he called the bherli‘f.:' ‘ .

Qe Mr.'Brown, when'was the first time you got out of the car?
Al After I heard the pistol shots

Qe was the car parked 50 that you could see when the Chlef shot?
As No sir.

Qe ﬁid you see the flash of the gun?

A, No, sir.

Q. Approximately what time of day was this?

A. I imagine it was about 11:30,

Qs Wzs there any artificial light on the scene?

A. NO,‘ sil".

Qs Mr. Brown, did you see the soldier come out of the building.
A. No, I did note.

Q. 'When was the first time you saw the soldier?

A. When the soldier ran around the Chief's car,

Q. Was the soldier scared and running?

A. Yes, he was running.

Qs Did you hear the soldier say anything?

As No, sire

il



Charlotte LLi=39

Q.
A.
Qe

'Did you hear the Chief address the soldier at anytime?

No, Sir.

Was your car parked so that you could see the porch of the

* Juke joint? .

I could see the outline of the porch but I could not see the
peopTe standlng on ite

bid you see the bhlef and this soldler hlt each other?
No, sir.
When you saw the soldier lying on the ground what did you say?

I did not say anything.

Was the soldier facing the Chief when he fell?
He was.
When he passed the car did he go around the corner of the building?

Yes.
Were was the soldier when you saw him fall?
Coming from around the corner of the building towards the car.

S/s Willie Murl Brown

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY
RALPH Ba. WILLIS
1st Lt. Cavalry
SUMMARY COURT OFFICERM

The following letter from Sheriff P. L. YOUMAN was listed as
Enclosure No. li in the investigative report:

i PR
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"Lt. Ralph B. Willis | 7/10/L3
Post Headquarter: Swainsboro, Gae.
Camp Gordon Gae. ‘ ;

Dear Sirs

- Find enclosed a true ahd.ccrrect copy of incuest
held' for the murder of William L. Davis (colored) at Graymont
Summitt, Ga. and signed by coroner C. A. Coleman.

Hope this is satisfactory.
Yours truly,

S/s P. L. Youmans Sheriff® .

The following is the report of the coronors jury dated July 10,
1943 at Swainsboro, Geovgias : ' :

Wie the Jury find that William L. Pavis came to his death from
pistol shot wound inflicted by Chief Je M. Bohannan of Graymont
‘Summit, Ga. who was justifiable in his acte

This July 10th, 1943

Signed by the coronors jury consisting of the following:

Hope Durden - Forman
Edward Wiggins
Wialter Lee

Cecil Rainey

Curtis Mincey

Buck Brown

This report was also signed by C. A. Coleman, Coroner for Emanual
County, Swainsboro, Ceorgia.®

Enclosure No. 6 was the statement made by JONATHAﬁﬁéTQKES at
Swainsboro, Georpia, on August 7, 1943. It is quoted as folllows:

«132
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"State of Georgia
County of Emanuel .

“When the trouble started Mr. Bohannon walked in the juke and
Wa-Lia went out and lent his arm up aaalnst the bannister on the
porch and was talking to a girl. Then My, Bohannon walked up
to him and began to search him. Wi L. says "You haven't any
business searching me, I'm Uncle Sam's Man'. When he said that
the chief slapped W+ L. and W, L. .slapped him back. By that time
they were off the porch on the ground tussling. W. L. broke
loose and run and Mr. Bohammon and his boy throwed the flash
light on him and run behind him. And that is all I know about
ite  We L. had run a around by the well. I was standing only a
few feet away when Nr. Bohannon shot W. L.

S/s Jonathan Stokes

Sworn to and subscribed before me at Swaingsboro, Ga., this, the
Tth day of August, 1943,

S/s lrs. Howard Robert".
At the end of this statement Sheriff YOUMAN had written:
"Dear Sir:

These are the only 2 witness that I have been able
to contact, as they are scattered every where. But at hearing
they all testified about the same as these two.

S/s P. L. Youmans Shf."

The following signed statement was obtained by Sheriff YOUMAN and
was listed as Enclosure No. 7 in the investigative report of Flrst Lieutenant
RAIJPH Bo I'T.[LL:[S'

"Georgia Emanuel County ®8/6/4,3 Swainsboro, Ga.
"I, Joe Ellis did.see!the trouble between W, Le Davis & Chief

Pollce Jo M, Bohannon at Oummltt, Ga., The first thing 1 sawwes
a lick passed between W. L. & Chief don't no which hit first.

A3
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VChariotte &h—39

But they hit each other on porch. Then they both wenit off porch
on ground to gather. We L, Davis tore loose from Chief & run
around house & Chief shouted. Head him off & boy flashed light
on him (W.L.) & Chief followed him around house & was not a word
passed between them when a pistol shot was fired. & VWi.' Le was
shot. I was where I could have heard everything that was done .
or: said. ' : e : - Sl

his’

Joe ' X Ellis
mark

Witness by P. L, Youmans Sheriff®

e The investigative report reflected that the soldier WILLIE LEE
DAVIS was absent with authority; that his furlough started at 5:00 peme,
June 30, 19L3, and was to terminate at midnight July 15, 1943. At the
time of his death he was within the territorial limits indicated by the
authorization to be absent. At the time of death the soldier was not under
the influence of intoxicants,; and the use of intoxicants was not the
proximate cause. ' The soldier was not under the influence of drugs, and
drugs was not the proximate cause of death. DAVIS, according to the
investigative report was exercising reasonable care for his own safetye.

He was not violating a civil, moral, or military law, nor military orders
or instructions, written or verbal and that a violation was not the proxi-
mate cause. The soldier's death was not due to gross carelessness or
negligence and that he was mentally sound at the time of death. The
following remarks were made by the investigating officer, First Lieutenant
RAIPH B. WILLIS:

No blood analysis was made substantiating as to whether drugs

or alcohol was present in the blood as the autopsy was held three
days after the death. The deceased had been embalmed when this

- autopsy was performed. Chief Bohannan in his sworn statement
testified that Private DAVIS was not drunk. It is the opinion
of the Investigating Officer that Private Davis was unjusti-
fiably killed. This report was approved by Colonel HERBERT W.
SCHMID, Commanding Ufficers '

The following letter addressed to Mrs, FRANKLIN D« ROOSEVELT
was written by Private WILLIE LEE DAVIS' mother, and was on record with the
soldier's service records:

G
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HPond iané Ero- o
+~ Woodmere Na Yo

"ify Dearst lirs. Roosevelt.

T am a poor old heart broken mother I am. asking.

-your for help. as you are in power. to help me out. I had a

son in the army. and he was on his furlow home to ‘see me. as
I am a widdow. and the mother of two sons. and this one was in

"camp in New Orleans La. Army Air Base Med Dept and I no you

have heard how The white people are in the south he was shot
in the back by a civilian policeman because he would not let him

‘surch -him Cpl Davis runs from him.and he shot him in the back.

Now Mrs. foosevelt you have sons. in camp. to I am willing for

% my only two boys to die for our cuntry but not be killedy. By

a man he is fighting for now the other son is in camp to. for
Robert Davis. and I am glad for him to go. But the one that
got killed the VWar Department has promes t0 help me put him a
way. I have'got Bereal letters from the. and have not got any

‘help they have not send me eny flag. he had insurance. and they

promes to send me so much a month and hzve not dorne Enything
now lirs. Roosevelt Last. summer IWO War infamation ask me to
make a speach on the Kadio after the Presedent maid his talk
and I did and had some Record recded I was praising the

United States. the Presedent have one of them. So if this is
the way wee are treated what are wee fighting for wee treated
like dogs. Mr. Marvin Cox of Atlanta ga. I did itfor him so
please help me out 1 have had work sick or well to pay for his
burial and they have not done enything yet I will thank you
for eny help you can give me obliege lMrs. Lthel@avis.

é7ps the killing was in Summit ga, and the mans nﬁme was J M
B ¥

ahanon sumit ga he beat our women to!

The service record disclosed that Private WILLIE L. DAVIS, was

born November 25, 1918, at Canochee, Georgia. His mother was listed as
ETHEL DAVIS, Summit, Georgia, and his uncle was listed as DAN MCCIAIN,

500 6th Street, West Paim Beach, Florida.

record:

The following description of DAVIS was obtained from his service

Race Colored
Height st1om
Weight 159

kL
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Charlotte Lli-39

Eyes : Brown
Hair ; Black
Complexion ' Colored
Marital Status Single
Occupation ; Cook

~ ‘REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN -

=] F=



' Aasistant .&ttorney General Tom C. Clark.
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ds Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigat.ion

JAMKS MITCHELL BOHANKON
CIVIL RICHTS AND D{JL{E%TIC YIO" ENCE

Plense refer % your nemoranda of April 4 and April 113; 1944,

'raquestmg certain 1mst.igation in this matter and to ny reply. therato oL

" May 16,

1944. .
For your further uonaidamtion, I am fomzﬂing a copy of an "

' inveat.igativa report prepared by Special Agent Reed W. Thompson, dated

July 1, 1944, at Charlotte, North Carclina.

You will note that a copy of the

raport of Special Agent Harvey Fenstermacher, dated May 9, 1944, at Sannnah,
Goorg;i.a, wss forwarded to you with my memorandum gl' May 16, 1944.. b

e Polann,

orsanitiaeia i
[ o st Ay o

N
MY. Nichols
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farther investigation in this case vill be oonducted in the
pur speclfic instructions, ... .- : _
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sr.mnmb FORM NO. 64

Oﬁice Memomnd%m . UNITEII; STATES GOVERNIMENT

TO : Director, FBI . DATE: "August 15, 1944

FROW SAC, Savannah ' 0 1
o £, | 1
oM SUBJECT JAMES MITCHELL BOEANNON :
L»'-” CIVIL RIGHTS AfD DOMESTIC VICLEHCE -
Inasmuch as all -investigation has been completed, :
no further action is being taken and this case is being --.)‘L'C..-—h,
closed subject to reopening upon receipt of further ],“18’[7‘% &y
tions by the Department of Justice. A
HEF:RCR $
RECOR by
| 5 4dsp2 P
OV g j
;) ‘,m s &, &6 i“, i
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O]_Cﬁce Memomndam - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

i
%
\

TO : Directer, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: Septomber 29, 1944
Faog%jjwom Co Clark, Assistant Attorney Gemeral TCC: ﬂa sAEM
SUBJECT James Lﬂtctmll “Bohannon - ; : 144:2@-9
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. ey '-n* ol
TR

The Criminal Division is now contemplating prosecution iri fha
above case, I note that the report of Special Agent Reed W $
Thompson dated July 1, 1944, does not appear to have been sent to * H___‘
the United States Attorney at Savannah. Please furnish him with a |

copy of this report as promptly as possible Mo f - 7 v
| v RECORDED # e
\.)\\J\ \ ‘k I}/ :,\k Ul vk ) ‘l 1 ;'. 4 - ?* 7 I‘.‘., 3

\ (\‘ %&\U > ,.,i
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/e SAC, Savannah - E Y October 3, 1944
re o ' ‘ : T et
VRO SELO .John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation yi
. JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON - '
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
‘ Reference is made to your lstter dated August 15, 1944, advising that
you are placing this case in a closed status,
" Por your information, ‘the Department has now advised that prosecution
is being contemplated in this case, In view of thls opinion expressed by the
Department, it is desired that a copy of the report of Special Agent Reed W.
Thompson, dated July 1, 1944, at Charlotte, in this case, be made available
. to the Office of the United States Attorney at Savannah, Georgia.
_ It is further desired that you keep the Bureau promptly informed -
of all significant prosecutive developmenits in this case, '
oy &
i ¢ | by
Moo |
i
Mr.
Mr.
M J1s !
Mr. ' Carson

Wr, Hendon )

T

=



4

Fte TN T s . FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGAT. SRR S
AA—QLE g S  UNITED STATES DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE URGENT

T CCa160 MU

‘ _ oc?rBB'sii_io, R~ S SRR
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION , PUsigs Sl < hops TR BRIE

‘ -Tra.nsm@he followmg message To: i J; N Ol )
HHW VITGHELL BOHNOI, CIVIL RIGHTE ARD DOIS“ b‘l‘IG ?IOL&HC?.-.. DEPARTE-’:’&T VF&UEST&"EX&GT

'-in‘.
anacnxmoa mn Fnzgni'r mwxo‘a oF xnm. mmm oN Vo 'm mvxs. szar oF $4 nvzn Wi
; mmsan B.usn .m.r elz z.m x‘r cam.ona, uss ?ona, mms 10 PHLS m-m: .ls DOES REPOBTT

: .l’..Dl’ 84 HILLIAH G. KIM&H DLTRD l.PBIL ‘I‘RIRD Ia&u‘l' LT SA‘IANNM!, PAG" THBEE; EQWM.ER

| .:_'-DEBCBIPTIGRS BI!'FL‘RHT. BESIRE '!'OUH 0!"‘103 BUTBL INP’OBHATIO!I IHHEDILTEI-!-

e

Iar, Totsof

M2, B. A. Tamm ;
199, Cles® _______
W QU0 e
Mir, Ladd
~ Mir. Hichols
Wiz, Tracy ,
Mre ROSEA. s GUPIES nNES 9T RO
Mrocarson o l JJAN 11 igh?-

Hr. Cotfoy pr————

YED

:: Holloman ' ' Tﬁmrmrgjﬁ
Mr, Quinn Yams (‘l : k Lina
s ot 00T /0 1984

Wise sandy

y .
[ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEBTIGATION
s}jufp VI A F A A U 8: DECARTMENT OF JUsTICE

i s | ST TTONE SERTTIN 15
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ROk . UNITED STATES DERARTMENT OF JUSTIGE ;
'OCTQBER‘J.E,-IQM;" e
i 10 COMMUNICATIONS SECTION W i SAW‘MU‘H
/‘f“}rﬁ&’s‘b u‘ﬁf"ff&h@%ﬁiﬁs%ﬁ? n.nws AD noumﬂc uommu. %‘UR‘I’"L oc"oav
CENTI 1AST ADVISING DE PﬁR’I"ﬂ}N’l msmxcmn INSTI"UTIOH or pms:.cuﬂau 'l‘H'J{ '
coum*zz.mm,u 'nu;sx: Ir.smuc'fmm AND: LLP»R’mrﬂl‘l zxsmuc'rw THE rILING OF r;'!i
‘ IrFORlMTIOI‘ on- SEVENTH ms‘mn'r._ su'm. FURTHLR PET AILS Fe‘z cumn Icmzou rm‘.
I'L‘UTIOH 'mxs caun,. s S
% HoOVER ;
ey N
a0
CMr . Tollau_______j_ :
UMr B A Tamm
-“"Mr‘. Clege.

M), Yy NS e A o
e R aa <Ak o %’

" Mr'l Nichols ' ¢
Mr. Rosen -

Mr. Trncy—_—-rnof'ms nns'mo-nil;
Ml’ Carson_,  R1T ]J;\N 1119

Mr. Coffey- ‘H,',".T?M’f.".ﬂt*\ﬂt."lmm"%”‘l' f s
Mr . Hondon__,___,_"__ (L & DEPARTMENT OF MgTGE
Mr. Eramer_ {\".WWW‘&TIMS ‘*F(’ﬂﬂl"

Me . HcGulu

Mr. QumnT!m \ 06T 1~ .Wh

Mr. Nense
" Miss Gandy
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FOR T13MDIATE RELEASI' ‘ b

VONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 194% y
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DEPARTILNT OF JUSTICE

The Department of Justice announces the filing today in the. =

U, S, District Court at Dublin, Georgia, of an information charging |« G

- - - O o - - 2l 1
James Ifitchell Bohannon, Chief of Police for the town of Summit, Gegrgfaisey——-—|

?k a violation of the Civil Richts Statutes in the killing of Willie L.
s/ Davis, a Negro soldier.

The information, filed on behalf of the government by U. S.
Attérney J. Saxton Daniel, alleges that Bohannon, "acting under the color
of law", shot Davis without provocation on the night of July 3, 1943. The
police official had been called %o a Negro roadhouse.on the outslkirts of
Sumnit to restore order, the information states, After order had been
restored, but while still actinz as Chief of Police, Bohannon '"wilfully,
unlawiully and without provocation" shot and killed Daviswwith a pistol.

A coroner's inquest was held following the shooting, but no
prosecutive action was taken by State authorities. The case was then
referred for action to the Department of Justice by the War Department.
The Federal government takes Jjurisdiction because the slain man was
deprived of his life without due process of law in violation of the
Fourteenth Amendment, and charges the defendant, Bohannon, under Section 52,
Title 18, U. S. Code.

Today's action was authorized by Assistant Attorney General Tom C.

Clark in charge of the Criminal Division, following investigation by the
r‘\ -
HEXED J 7 '-;/./,f )-,_‘”,_
nlp A 0T kG
W« 16 0CT 13 15

, ) ry l 4 )‘
b 7 4 EX -38 . s
£ e,

I'5T and Army authorities,
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FBI SAVANNAH 10~14~44 12-03 PM

VB{ﬁTOR HERIG ENN T

Q< :
GEM, JAMES MITCHEL BOHANNON, CRDV, USA, SAVANNAH, CONTACTED AND

ADVISES DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTED HIM TO INSTITUTE PROSECUTION IN THIS
CASE AS A RESULT OF WM WHICH, INFORMATION FILED DUBLIN, GA.,

OCTOBER SEVEN, FORTYFOUR. STATES, HOWEVER, THAT HE CONTEMPLATES
EILING A NEW INFORMATION BELIEUINGFHERE 115 SOME-WEAKNESSES IN THE
INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FILED BY Hlﬁ. OFFICE OF USA, SAVANNAH, HAS
REQUESTED ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE HOWFUBJECT BOHANNON
APPOINTED AS CHIEF OF POLICE AND SPECIFIC AUTHORITY OF THE APPOINTING
AGENT OR AGENTS, WHETHER EMANUEL COUNTY HAS ANY ORDINANCES OR
REGULATIONS GOVERNING THIS CHIEF OF POLICE OR WHETHER HE IS CON-

)
gl
TROLLED EXCLUSIVELY BY THE ORDINANCES OF GRAYMONT AND SUMMIT, GA., ,f:

\l[ -
T do

WHETHER B@#®X BOHANNON HELD ANY OTHER OFFICE OR POSITION AS AN ARREST-

ING OFFICER, WHETHER BOHANNON WAS CHIEF OF POLICE OF GRAYMONT AND SUMMIT,

GA,, OR JUST ONE OF THESE SNENTEENWWENIRXEK CITIES AND IF SO WHICH ONE.
MOSS oRoEY

L Ul
HOLD PLS | @

12 O?ﬁ WVQK FEI WASH DC ADK
v U }/’/

T TR .
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ﬂ'mmnu ERRM NO. 64 ’ .

Ojﬁce Memomndzmz o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: October 12, 1944
TCC sEB: ABM *] ¥
FROM | “fon ¢. clark, %\ssistant Attorney General 144=20~9 ;},{:J g ot

P
SUBJECT: James Mitchell Bohannon - CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOML'.STIG VIOLENCE I){;:/

ATTENTION: _Mr, Strickland .ﬁ;:_ ;{.?;;f*w 390

"".-,-' ;

Confirming the telephone conversation of yest.efaay, I s{m writing
to request that you obtain the exact description of the knife which /
'aY,
was found in the pocket of the Negro sold::.er, IWillie 'Da Ss when he
was shot by Chief of Police Bohannon, and t.hat, '.‘l.;jpos 5 mu op DS
obtain possession of this kmife far use &b tho' 44,067,208 ssary.

L A ';‘
' J ; : &
o B L o W Wik, L
AAN LA | -
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COMHUNI CATIONS SECTION.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOLy
ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS

Transmit the following message tO:
A

CcC-150 e

URGENT
OCTOBFR 14, 194k

SAC, SAVANNAH
CHARLOTTE

JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON,CRDV. REURTEL OCTOBER ELEVEN INSTANT ADVISING THAT

~ KNIFE FOUND ON VICTIM WAS SWITCH BLADE TYFE WITH BLADE ABOUT FIVE AND ONE HALF

INCHFES LONG, SMOOTH PEARL HANDLE WITH ONE AND ONE HALF NICKEL AT RACH END, VERY

POINTED; THAT BOHANNON STATED HE GAVE KNIFE TO SHERIFF PEYTON YOUMANS, SWAINSBORO,

GEORGIA, AND THAT YOUMANS NO LONGER HAS KNIFE AND IS NOT GERTAIN WHAT HE DID

WITH IT BUT BELIEVES KNIFE WAS SURRENDERED TO ARMY AUTHORITIES WHO INVESTIGATED CASE,
DEPARTMENT NOW REQUESTS KNIFE BE SECURED FOR POSSIBLE USE AT TRIAL THIS CASE,

CHARLOTTE SHOULD GONTACT ARMY AUTHORITIES RE REFORT OF SA REED W, THOMPSON JULY ONE

FORTY FOUR AND SECURE KNIFE IF IN POSSESSION OF ARMY AUTHORITIES. IF ARMY DORS NOT
HAVE KNIFE, YOUR OFFICE SHOULD MAKE FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO LOGCATE IT.

Clegg
Coffey
Glavim
Yaddy o hia
Nichols
Rosen
Traey

Acers gggms DESTRUYED

CnrsenR 17 11 1962
Harbo 1"1 il

g et .

Nedd01 14
Miss Gandy

300 2270

=\

HOOVER
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FEDER AL BUREAU l‘r”\“LsH{h"IJJ
1. 8. DEPARTE TMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNIGATIONS SECTIT!

Mr. Momford ... 1

\L :

'Vlr' Joves . ..ocoaa..

Mr. Quinn Tamrm._

* My, Nea DO . it
FBI SAVANNAH 10-10~44 ME u-m Gandy...... .. f
DIRECTOR 1}) OLULT (I NTE ?-“7-7-5-'-;?%'"“"”f"-'-'j

GEMs JAMES MITCHELﬁJBOHANNON, CRDV. SAVANNAH MORNING NEWSPAPER
CARRYING WASHINGTON DATELINE INDICATING FILING OF INFORMATION AGAINST
SUBJECT BY USA SAVANNAH AT DUBLIN, GA. AUSA ADVISES TODAY IN ABSENCE ~

OF USA, THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AGO, DEPARTMEET INSTRUCTED 8
INSTITUTION OF PROSECUTION, SUBSEQUENTLY DEPART ?fggUNTf%MANDED THESE

INSTRUCTIONS. ON SEVENTH INSTANT DEPARTME%T/T INSTRelﬁ‘lﬁ‘B,r
FILED CHRRGING SUBJEC%}LIOLATION CIVIL RIGHTS STATUTE. |
M0SS b:'ﬁ P ' AGA

END /',,’Mr \0\ U\\ ,. S W (:\cf\ _: PASATS
@bw@m,@kﬂ fm« A DC Ak« € PN Tk A




TELETYPL

0CT 111944 )

FEDERAT BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO! ',—’.I:..'- d\
U. S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE LA |\ , ;
% St ]4/ B [
B ‘ ¥ / Mr. Hendon ...
i FBI -SAVANNAH 10-11-44 10-23 PM : % 'éﬂ M. Mumford - ~..
. é}@/’ Mr. Jones ...
vtéECTOR URGENT % \i ————

EEM. JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON, CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. SUB-
JECT ADVISES KNIFE FOUND ON VICTIM WAS SWITCH BLADE TYPE WITH BLADE ABOUT
FIVE ‘AND ONE HALF INCHES LONG, SMOOTH PEARL HANDLE WITH ONE AND ONE

HALF NICKEL AT EACH END, VERY POINTED., BOHANNON STATES GAVE IT TO SHER-
IFF PEYTON YOUMANS SWAINSBORO, GEORGIA. YOUMANS NO LONGER HAS IT AND
IS NOT CERTAIN WHAT HE DID WITH IT, BUT BELIEVES HE SURRENDERED IT TO

ARMY AUTHORITIES WHO INVESTIGATED CASE,

MOSS . . 112/—“" /FI?

END id 31 UCT 2@@ ap, ¢ g
10-25 PM OK FBI WA DB e 2 2]

55007 251944

| N
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{ .9""'_.*”""’??13»-',., ;,ssa.stant M.tornoy Genaral, Tor:. C. clnrk

0 VR 73'.““ +“John udgar hoovar, L...rector - Fedaral dur: au of L.v-st.lr'ation
NS T s TROMELL ‘SOMANNOR . T b e R B SRR
MR BRI ANRA - o 37 amu'rs A 1 DuESTIC bIOLwCL AT I s e A it

; Raferanca is mﬂda to your mmmnﬂun datad Octobor 12, 19&1” in the -
‘gaptioned matter wherein you . requested’ sdvico 88 to the type of knife which was '
“ found on vict.im Lavis, and algo mfpmtion a8 bo t.hn location uf t.his knifa. )

U Fer ycur mrormation 1n hua now beon aaea‘rhkmd t.ha.t. the” ‘kridfe l‘ovnd
on wistim Davis was. a switeh: b}.a.d- type with & blade about five and one-half .
{ ~inehes long. It had & smooth peerl handle with abeut one and bne-half inches
| of ‘nlgkel at each end., The knife wap also atated to be very pointed. Subjec
.. Bohannon has stated. that he geve thls knife to Sheriff Peyton Youmans; Swainabéro,
i) .ueorgia. Toumans states, however, that he ro longer has this jnife and s not’
cort.uin what he did with it, He believes that he uurrendargd this lmife to t.he
Amy aut.horiti-s who innstigated t.h:la caae. g .

,r.r

m ol . the United Etatnu- ﬁrmy kuthorit.iea, Derob 1.Lzed f'or;onntl Bmch g
hdjutant General's Ofiice,’ ‘High ‘Polnt, North Carolina; have advised that the |
investigating officer in the case of the desth of vietim Lavis was First. Limtinant.
Ralph B, Willis who now holds the rank of Captain in Cavalry, ASN 0-339581,
.servioc Ccmnand Unit., 1156, H-adquartora Company, Camp Gordan, Gwrgia.

: .. Efforts are Boing co:‘mnt.qd t.o locute this knifo in urdar that. it may be '
_ secured ror poui.ble un at 'Lhc tx-;nl 1n thiu uat.t.ar. '

'.,' rw

‘_h ) 24 - LWy Ayt ‘ !
: gt |2 - - ) P % { \ .
T Boisor B ST & h e 4. 38 v J
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FBI CHARLOTTE 10-16-44 4=3ilx PN

DIRECTOR AND SAC SAVANNAH RS G ES NIRRT
JURY, JAMES MITCHELﬂyEOHANNON, CRDV, REBUREAUTEL OCTOBER FOURTEEN
LAST, ARMY AUTHORITIES, DEMOBILIZED PERSONNEL BRANCH, ADJUTANT
GENERALS OFFICE, HIGH POINT, NC ADVISE THAT THE INVESTIGATING OFFICER
IN DEATH OF TECHNICIAN FIFTH GRADE WILLIE L “DAVIS AT SUMMIT, GEORGIA,
: e e
ON JULY THIRD, NINETEEN FORTYTHREE, WOULD BE PROPER PERSON TO INTERVIEY.
AS TO DISPOSITION OF DAVIS KNIFE, INVESTIGATING OFFICER WAS FIRST j

=t

LEEUTENANT RALPH B, MWILLIS, CAVALRY, WILLIS NOW HOLDS RANK OF CAPTAIN

IN CAVALRY, ASN NAUGHT DASH THREE THREE NINE FIVE EIGHT ONE, SERVICE

OOMMAND UNIT ONE FOUR FIVE SIX, HEADQUARTERS COMPANY , EﬂﬂEMQQBDQH,WGA.

COLONEL HERBERT f//SCHMID, COMMANDING OFFICER, APPROVED LIEUTENANT
WILLIS REPORT AND MAY ALSO KNOW WHAT DISPOSITION WAS MADE OF KNIFE

IN QUESTION, RUC, RmcompED (= ;
PREC PR {1 oL - ‘-' r
OOPIES NESTRO th‘f SCHEIDT[ | INDEXED | _i_.
END X ,\\_ | 4 2
{f-‘{’,\v\ 3] L X 1 ‘ -
ACK IN ORD PLS _ﬁdff@} ; st 1
is s
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‘SAC, Savannah November 21, l9hh_

John Ldgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Investlgation '

JAMES MITCHELE:LOHANNUN :
CIVIL RIGHTS AND BOMESTIC VIOLENCE

g

Reference ia made to our previous correspondence in the captioned

case and in particular to your teletype of October 11, 194k, relative to efforts
made to locate the knife found on the victim in this case,

e
In order that the Department may be advised it ig des hat you

1mmadiately advise the Bureau as to recent developments concernxﬁg +tle location
of this knife. .

e :
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_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _ |
— .iITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST‘ 7
ROK : pmw : ’ D i P T : '
bk=940 % T
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. - URGENT

Transmit the following message to: DECEMBER 14, 1944

SAG, “SAVANNAH

3 ' 1 ¥
| JANES L.{l_TCHELL BOHANNON; ‘CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. REBURLET NOVEMBER

TWENTY ONE LAST, SUBMIT BY RETURN TELETYPR INFORMATION REGUESTED BY THIS LETTER,
DEPARTMENT ADVISES TRIAL SET JANUARY FIFTEEN NEXT THIS OASE AND IT IS ESSENTIAL.
KNIFE IN QUESTION BE OBTAINED-PRIOR TO THIS DATE. :

HOOVER
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|
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|
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Mr. Mumford | 1L0e
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‘4 DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiGATIoﬁ | i

""*—'Rdxgﬂﬁf 'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI ‘
o el M e TEE St ' URGENT ; ,/J
To: _COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. = - ¥ e \
. i N

| PR3 | | DECEMBER 15, 194k
_ Transmit the following message to:’ X o itz =23 :

2 . bl X :
JAMES MTTGHELL BOHANNON; C.R.D.V. RE REPORT CF 'SA HARVEY E. JFENSTERMACHER

SAC,; NEW YORK

_ “DATED CECEMBER TWELVE, NINBTEEN FORTY FOUR, AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. COVER

UNDEVELOPED LEADS THIS REPORT TuMEDIATELY AND SUTEL RESULTS TO BUREAU.

HOOVER
A
(EA
iy 5
.'..,i,m_;h;#..,_,;t.,' 4 ‘?Lfa_w;:\""f’

b
Mr, Tolson . ‘
M, E. A, Tamal ' /

Mri Cleg YED )
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M, Ladd wrm N 1
¥r. Kichols Y7

M. Hosen R 1 { 3 J‘A \! K J
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Mr, garson .

M. Hendon L 7 FMEBATIONHEG SERTION p l{ I
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Mr. Jones ¥ \ W
yr . Quinn Tam__ {2

Mr. Nease \‘\ it ot ‘;'.-‘ Al
Migs Gandy, 1 / 4 i
J _ ) # 4 \/

L. M Per X2 ¢ 1.0/
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Wb R DbL OF JU ui‘ Mr. Nichaols._
3, DEPARTMENT OF 2uo

L Mr. Rosen *<. .12
W‘t [INIRATIRS SERTION

DEG | (1944

L, ‘J‘Jyﬁ? } -?

v);§§HINGTCN FROM NEW YORK 3 17 2-24 Pl
TREGTOR U RIGE N T '

FIRM = JAMES' MITCHELL BOHANNON, CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCES,

KNIFE OBTAINED FROM MRS . ETHEL‘PAvIS, INWOOD, NY, FIVE AND ONE HALF

INCGES LONG WITH THREE AND /ONE HALF INCH BLADE, ONE AND ONE HALF
(| INCH NICKEL AT END BUT REST OF HANDLE BROKEN OFF WHICH SHE STATES

/"4, 'IS THE' ONLY KNIFE TURNED OVER.TQ HER BY SHERIFF, EMANUEL COUNTY, .
GEORGIA SHORTLY AFTER DEATH [OF HER SON. 'KNIFE!BEING FORWARDED SAV h—

|

NAH BY REGISTERED MAIL. o S at
L cotiRoy ‘ 44 ‘_C/*%LD )Mﬂruaw’

SAVANNAN TO BE ADVISED Ldoaibidi 1
| | iy PR Ul‘
| AR MY 83 19 1g/
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STANDARD FORM NO. G4 . r Mz, f‘ulsun ...........
- - Y 4 . ‘ Mr. E. A. Tamm. ___ “'
N Mr. Cleg, e '
O ﬁice Memomndzzm e UNITED STATES GOVE 1;'N;;MENT
Mr. Ladd ook 'I‘
" To %%rector, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: December’ 9;|1944
N/ v TCC :BEYARM"
4 FROM Tom C, Clark, Assistant Attorney General 14/=P0mgracy .
Mr. Car BOR: 5, ANy
SUBJECT: United States v, Bohannon {’“ Fgan....... g
Ir. Quiy n“} ‘
The above case has been set for trial on January 15. ?It-is_.ﬁﬁ;ii M k
| T IRAAAA Y
essential that the knife which was in the possession of the Negro, 'Slutjvb! :
Please expedite this % A

Willie Davis, be obtained befaore this date.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

FILE NO.

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 422 ac

REFPORT MADE AT

PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY

ICH MADE

1o/1s/a 10/1,30311,19,23 A L e
12/12/44. A 43 b 73555 TATRY B G PSR O

DATE WHEN MADE

TITLE

Savannah, Georgia

JAVES MITCHELL BOHANNON

CHARACTER OF CASE

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
VIOLEICE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

A

REFERENCE:

DETAILS:

[

or

Place, Inwood, L.I., New York.

CARL C. DURDEN - LY

Grayment and Summit, Geo'rg;a

Mr', DURDEN advised that Craymont and Summit have separate post
offices; however, they are governed by one mayor and one city couneil,
Mr, DURDEN advised that JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON was appointed Chief
of Police at Graymont and Sumuits Georsie, in March 1940 by the Hﬂyor

SRR

Cr:.m:mal Information f.r.led Dublin, Georgia, October 9, 1944,
under Section 52, Title 18, U.S. Code. Warrant issued and
subject appeared before Unlted States Commissioner, Dublin,
and placed under $500.,00 bond, returnable Dublin January 15,
1945, BOHANNON chief of twin cities Graymont and Summit,
Georgia, and controlled exclusively by city ordinances.
Knife carried by victim at time of death believed in
possession of victim's mother, ETHEL DAVIS, 19 Alwvin

=P=

Bureau File LA-?AO.

Teletype to Bureau dated October 10, 1944.
Teletype from Bureau dated October lO 1944,
Teletype to Bureau dated October 11, 1944.
Teletyps from Bureau dated October 12, 1944,
Teletype from Bureau dated October 14, 1944, ..
Teletype from Charlotte dated October 16, 1944.

]
b @
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R Savanﬁari‘-pile_ 422

‘at that tlme g MAX L KINGR‘[ and the appointment was a;épr‘oved by the city
council,  He has been appointed in January of every year since by the
“successive Mayors and approved by the council eachiyear, In 1943, the
~year in question, he was appointed by W. C. “BISHOP, who was HMayor that
year, Bmanuel County, in ‘which Graymont and Su.mm:r.t are Jocated, has
~-no jurisdiction or control over BOHANNCN as Chief of Police, has no
ordinances or regulabions governing him, and he is controlled exclusively .
-,by the ordinances of the twin towns of Graymont and Sumait. “BOHANNCN =
.is aldo Constzble of the. district in which Gragmont and Summit are

~ located, end was appointed in 1940 in-the customary manner by C. J. JIOODELL, .-
Justice of the Peace, BOHANNON has the power of arrest in that district.

This district is called the 1560 Dz.strlct angd comprn.ses about one fifteenth :
Lof t-he area oi‘ the coanty. : A cme 2 )

‘PEITGN romums _Sheriff

Emanuvel Counb
4 S*e'm::.nlsbmr‘oL Geoz;gn.a

e - Sheriff YOUMANS a.dv:c.sed that there were no ordlnances by whlch the
county had control over any city lelce in the county.

All of the above J.nformat.r.orx was obtained at the spsca.fz.c request
. of ‘GREEN B. 'VI}RIT’I‘ Assz.stant Un:.ted States Attorney, Savannah

PROSI!I} UTIVE STEPS

Criminal Information Nos 969 was f:Lled in Dubln.n, Georgla,
October 9, 1944, by J. SAXTON DANIEL, United States Attorney, Savannah,
under Section 52, Title 18, U.5. Code, charging BOHANNON with depriving
citizen of civil rights, A warrant was issued and BOHANNON voluntarily
appeared before United States Commissioner Miss JESSE BALDWIN, Dublin,
Georgia, on October 11, 1944, and was placed under £500,00 bond, ret.urnable
at Dublin, Georgia, January 15, 1945,

T
AT SUMUIT, GEORGIA

JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON advised that he had given the knife taken
from WILLIE DAVIS to Sheriff PEYTON YOUMANS, Swainsboro, Georgia. He

deseribed the knife as a switch blade type w:l.th a blade from 4% to 5% inches
long, smooth pearl handle, and with about 14 inches of nickel at each end

-2 ==
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Savannah File 44-22

and very pointed. He stated that he had not Heasres the kaife and that
this was an &pproxlmate deScrlptlon. 2

AT SWATI SWAINSBORO GEORGIA

: PEXTON YOUMANS, Sheriff, Emanuel County, advised that he bel;eved
he had given instant knife to the United States Army investigator
handling the case, but had no receipt. He did not remember the knife
wvery well, but otated that it was & sw1tch blade type.

AT AUC-USTA GEORGIA

-The . follow1ng lnvestlgatlon was condncted by Sp601al Agent
. Jo CARLTON GARTNER.

RALPH B WILLIS Captain Gavalry, 0—339581, Post Adgutant

Post Headquarters, Camp Gordon, p"oduced from his files on instant matter

a receipt as follows: "The following is a 1ist of the personal effects
of Corporal WILLIE L, DAVIS, 34059054, deceased, which were turned over
to me by Sheriff YOUMAN of Emanuel County, State of Georgia:

Bill fold with photographs and identification cards

Train ticket ard bus ticket from Graymont, Georgia, to -
Montgomery, Alabama

Switeh blade knife

Champion fountain pen

Eversharp pencil

WDAGO Form #28, Soldiers Individual Pay Record

Copy of memo #35=4, Headquarters Air Depot Training Station,
New Orleans Army Air Base, New Orleans, Louisiana

Furlough paper

Set dog tags

Wrist watch

Money waist belt containing $16.00

Dollar bill in billfeid

PFRHEERE SHRERPR e

/s/ ETHEL DAVIS
Mother of Deceased"

WReceived from ETHEL DAVIS, mother of the deceased, WILLIE L.
DAVIS, 34059054, furlough papers."

The investigative report prepared by Captain WILLIS (then First
Lieutenant) contalns the following statement in the conclusion: ",,...A
knife with a broken handle and very dull was removed from the pants pocket
of the deceased,....."



Savannah File 44=22

It was further noted that in a signed statement given to Captain
WILLIS by JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNGN, that he claimed to have felt the
knife in WILLIE L, DAVIS! pocket, but that DAVIS did not draw the
knife or threaten him with it at any time.

The files further reflect that ETHEL DAVIS lived aﬁ Summit, Georgia,
at the time of the investigation, and could_p0551bly be contacted there. ;

AT SUMMIT CEORGIA
" The follow1ng lnvestlgatlon was conducted by the writer:

BEN McCLAIN, brother of ETHEL DAVIS, aavwsed that ETHEL now lives
at 19 Alv1n Place, Inwood, L.I,, New York,

For the information of the New'Yorc Fleld DlVlSlon, NILLIE DAVIS,
negro, was killed by subject when subject was investigating a dlsturbance
at a juke Joint in Graymont, Georgia, and DAVIS at the time had a
knife in his pants pocket.

~-PENDING-=



Savannah File 44-22 :
UNDEVELOPED LEADS

New York Field Division.at Inwood, L.I., New York
’/-,-,—'

Will contact ETHELibﬂVIS, mother of victim, 19 Alvin Place,
and obtain instant knife for possible use in prosecutions

Savennah Field Division at Dublin, Georgia

Will report further prosecutive action.
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y“j*gi?:y 2 .l Assistant Attorney General, Tom C. Clark =
l ;;7#3LA , ~John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau ‘of Investigation

o - JAMES' MITCHELL BOHANNON
. 1CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

i 08 ... - Reference is made to our prior correspondence in the captioned matter,

W your file reference TCO:EB:ARM, 144~20-9, and particularly to your -memorandum of
" December 9, 194, advising that the trial in this case has been set for January

2015, 1945, and requesting advice as to the location ofithe victim's knife,-

B - "For your information there is transmitied herewith & copy of the report

. of Special Agent Harvey L. Fenstermacher dated on December 12, 1944, at Savannah,
Georgla, in the captioned matter. You will note that this report indicates that

.4 the knife in question is'believed to be in possedsion of the victim's mother,
' '“Ethel Davis, 19 Alvin Place, Inwood, Long Island, New York. SN 8

&+ An immediate attempt will be made to contact victim's mother and secure
possession of this knife, e et . N :
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Assistunt Aﬁtorney Genersl, Tém.C, Ulnrk‘ g e o Decejbef 21 19&#

% ; John Edgar Hoover, Director - Féderal Bureau of Invostigation - ‘
f/v- < JAMES MITCHELL" BOHANNON . et q
-, +CIVIL RIGHTS AND, DOMESTIC VIOLENGE-

- Reference is made to our priop correspondence ‘in-the captioned matter and,
in particular, to your memorandum dated December 9, 19L%, your file reference TCC: 5B
AEM; 144-20~9, wherein you advised that the trial in this.ctise was set for January
15, 1945, and requested that a knife, which was allegedly in thé vietim's possession

at ihe time of ‘the ‘shooting in this cave, be located .in order that it might be used =

in the trial of this case. | et
Information concerning ‘this knife was set forth in the répoft“of Spepial © "

Agent Hervey E. Fenstermacher dated on. December 12, 194k, at Savannah, Georgia, in

the ‘above matter which was recently transmitted to you. For your iurther informa-
tion a knife believed to be' the knife in question has been obtained from Wrs, Ethel

Davis, Inwood, New York, .which she states is the only knife turned over to her by the

. Sheriff of Lmanuel County?vGaorgia..;Thia knife is described as five end one-half

inches long with a three and one-h&li ‘inch blade, one and one-half inch nickel at the

end and posséssing a broken handle, This knife has'beun_fprmhrdad'to ithe Savannah
foice,of this Buredu for possible use.in the trial of this case. -

Mr. Tolson . caiiL.
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%Siuganey FORTY FOUR SAVANNAH REFLECTS KNIFE POSSIELY IN POSSESSION_VICTIMSI
MOTHER, ETHELADAVIS, NINETEEN ALVIN PLACE -SSSSE% INWOOD, LONG ISLAND,

NY, NY REQUESTED TO CONTACT ETHEL DAVIS AND OBTAIN KNIFE FOR FORWARD=
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

REPORT MADE AT

PERIOD FOR
WHICH MADE

DATE WHEN MADE

NY FILE NO. /-85

REPORT MADE BY

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 12/30/44 12/16/td C. LAWRENCE RICE
TITLE C‘f CHARAC’FER OF CASE .
JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON CIVIL RICHTS AND DOMESTIC

VICOLENCE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

REFERENCE:

DETAILS:

STEIN,
a cook and she

Knife obtained from Mrse ETHELADAVIS, Inwood,
Long Island, New York, which shd states was fur-

nished by Sheriff, Emanuel Count;

‘Gecrgia, short-

1y after the death of her son, WILLIE DAVIS.

it R S

Bureau File No. 44=940,

Report of Special Agent HARVEY E. FENSTERMACHER
dated at Savannsh, Georgia, December 12, 1944. :
Teletype from Savannah to Bureau and New York City dated

December 14, 1944.

Teletype from the Bureau to New York City, dated December

15, 1944

Teletype from New York to Bureau and Savannah dated Decem-

ber 17, 1944 .

Letter from New York to Savannah dated Dec'ember.'.w - 1944‘.»

The .follojving investigation was conducted by Reporting Agent
and 8pecial Agent'WIILIAM B. HERSHEY, Jrs ' ;

\rs. ETHEL DAVIS was located ab the Home of:lirs. JORL EDEL~

21 Meadow Lane, Lawrence, Long Island, New York, where she is employed as

accompanied Agents to her living quarters over a garage located

Mrs; DAVIS searched through her
a knife approximately

took therefrom

in the rear of 8 Monrce Avenue, Inwood, Long Island, New York. :
that she uses 19 Alvin Place, Imwood, the home of MrssOPHELIA COLLIER, as her -
o\

mailing address. :

She advised

/

A

'-1..
¢

trunk filled with personal
5i® long with a blade 337 -

belongings and .
__donmg. .ndle had approximatelyyli of nickel on-each side of one end but.
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NY 44-85

the rest of the handle had been broken off so that all that remained was the

metal sheath to hold the blade. She advised that this was the knife which be-
longed to her son WILLIE DAVIS and which he was carrying in his money belt at

the time he was killed in Swaynesboro, Georgia. She advised this knife was turned
over to her with other personal effects belonging to her son by the Sheriff of
Emanuel County, Georgia, a few days after the death of her son. She believed she
received this knife on July 7, 1943; Mrs. DAVIS was p031t1ve that this was the only
knife turned over to her.

The knife above described has been forwarded by registered mail to the

Savannah office, and the receipt for registered article #3742 is being retained
in the New York Field 0ffice file.o

REFERRED UPON CQMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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Transmit Fhe fpllowmg message to0: JANUARY 18, 1945 , 4

b, e ' SAC, SAVANNAH

JAMES l’I‘I'CHFLLOBOHANNOH C R.D,V, = REBURLET .DECEI{BER TWENTY ONE LAST.
ADVISING TRIAL SI.’.T FOR JANUARY FIF"'EEN LAST, - INFORM BUREAU PROMPTLY
- ON CONCLUSION OF TRIAL.
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FEDERAL BURBAU OF INVESTIGATION

{ ‘s Form No. 3

t'_/' THIS p}\ss ORIGINATED AT SAVAL\INAH, (EORGIA e g il FILE NO. ]4]_._-22 we

-

REFORT MADE AT:

SAVANNAEH, 'GEORGIA

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE:

DATE WHEN MADE:

1-13=45

REPORT MADE BY:

1=8-45 HARVEY E, FENSTERMACHER, JR.

TITLE:

JAMES MITCHELL ROHANNON

CHARACTER OF CASE:

CIVIL RIGHTS AWD DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

()

APPROV/

ALLECGATION:

SRLY

Y '
RS

pnosi:c&m M:mi_fv

' SUMMARY. REPORT

Chief of Police, JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON, of Grayment
and Sumit, Georgle, is alleged to have unjustifyably
shot and killed a colored soldier, Technician Fifth Grede

. WILLIE L. DAVIS, Army Serial Number 3L,059,05l, after

a disturbance at Sanfordts Juke Joint in Summit, Georgia.

- BOHANNON  went to Sanford!s to quiet a disturbance,

returned a short time later, walked around the sheép,
end upon leaving searched DAVIS, which action DAVIS
resented, DAVIS made a remark indieating his resentment
at being searched for no obvious reasecm, whereupon
BOHAINON slapped DAVIS in the face after which the two
men began fighting and pgrappling, DAVIS ran from in
front of Sanford's stare, past Sandford's house, which
is adjacent to it, and into a gide yard adjoining
Sanford's houses BOHANNON followed DAVIS into the yard
and shot him in the upper left chest, DAVIS was unarmed
at the time of the shooting except for a switcheblade

" lmife which he had in his pants' pooket and witnesses

state DAVIS wes attempting to get eway from BOHANNON at
the time he was shot. DAVIS was not causing any dis-
turbance prior to BOHANNON's arrival, BOHANNON claime

"he was justified inagmuch as he thought DAVIS was y

‘attacking him at.the t ime he wae ghot and he had beem

warned to atop or he would be shat, 4.
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; Criminal Information No. 969 was filed in Dublin, CGeorgia, on
October 9, 194);, by J, SAXTON DANIEL, United States Attormey, Sevannah,

under Section 52, Title 18, United Stetes Codey charging BOHANNON with

~ depriving citizen of civil rightss A warrant was issued and BOHANNON
voluntarily appesred before United States Commissioner Miss JESSE BALDWIN,

" Bublin, Georgia, on October 11, 19ll, and was placed under $500 bond,

returnable at Dublin, Georgia, January 15, 1945

WITNESSES :

DAVID STOKES
ENERAL DELIVERY
SUMMIT, GEORGLA

Can testify that he was at Sanford's on the night in question
and sew BOHANNON after looking around inside the shop come over to where
DAVIS was standing and begin to search his pockets from the rear, at which
time DAVIS caught hold of BOHANNON's hands and told BOHANNON that he did
not have a right to search him as he was not BOHANNON's man. At this point,
BOHANNON slapped DAVIS in the face, and the two men grabbed at each othere
They fought on the porch and then fought on the ground in front of the
store, after which DAVIS ran around the corner of Sanford's house, which is
adjacent to the store. BOBANNON waited a minute and then followed DAVIS
arownd the house after which STOKES heard a shot. STOKES, in his sigaed
statement, advised that he believed that DAVIS could have gotten away had
he so degired, but it appeared that DAVIS wanted to fight,

WILLTAM G, KIMBROUGH
TPECTAL RACCNT, ¥BI
WIAMT TIELD DIVISTON

Can introduce the signed statement of DAVID STOKES, giving
the informetion as set out above, Special Agent KIMBROUGH can also
introduce the signed statement of subject, BOHAWON, in which statement
BOHANNON states that following a disturbance at Sanford's he was in the
process of searching DAVIS when DAVIS struck the hand with which he was
searching him, end that he, BOHANNON, struck DAVIS in the face after which
a fight ensued during which BOHANNON alleges that DAVIS attempted to
obtain BOHANNON's gun. DAVIS then ran around Sanford's house; end, after
a short lapse of time, BOHANNON stated that he followed him as he had heard
g noise and upon flashing his light saw DAVIS attempting to pry & board
from the fense, BOHANNON stated that he told DAVIS to come out and that
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DAVIS cursed him and stated that he was coming out and was going to get:
BOHANHON when he ceme. BOHANNON stated that DAVIS came toward him as
though he were going to hit him, and he warned DAVIS twice to stop and
then told him he would kill him if he ceme any closer. BOHANNON stated
that DAVIS continued toward him end he, BOHANNON, shot him when he was
about four feet away. After DAVIS fell BOHANNON searched him and found
o switchebldde knife in his right side pocket., BOHANNON stated that he
did not tell DAVIS that he was under arrest. :

JOE_STOKES
- SUMFIT, CGEORGIA

Furnighed a signed statement to the effect that he was present
at Senford's on the night of the shooting end had seen BOHANNON come tTo
Senford's, look around inside, and go up behind DAVIS and pat him around
the belt after which DAVIS oked around and slapped BOHANNON's hand awaye
BOHANNON slapped DAVIS after vhich DAVIS told BOHANNON he was not his man
and immediately they "tied up". JOE STOKES could not say which man grabbed
the other first, They fought a few minutes on the porch and then stepped
off on the ground and continued fighting after which DAVIS broke away and
ran around the house and appeared to be trying to get away. BOEARNON yelled
to the white man with him to head DAVIS off after which BOHANNON stepped
to the place where DAVIS had disappeared and after a few moments drew his
gun and fired, JOE STOXKES could not see DAVIS at the time the shot was
fired,

JOHN WILLIAMS
mrf;"ﬁczomms

Furnished a signed statement to the effect that he was present
at Sanford's on the night of the shooting and saw BOHANNON drive up end
to into the juke joint and look around after which he searched a negro,
ELDON ROUNDTREE, and then came up behind DAVIS, reached out both hands,
and patted DAVIS' pockets. DAVIS, at this point, pushed BOHANNON's hands
away and the two men began fighting. They foght on the porch and the on
the ground in front of Sanford's store and finally DAVIS ran around the
side of Senford's house and appeared to be attempting to get awaye. BOHANNON
went to the side of Sanford's house and shined a flashlight in the direction
DAVIS had run. BOHANNON disappeared around the corner of the house, and
WILLIAMS could not see either man but in a few minutes he saw DAVIS ruming
out and just when WILLIAMS could see him he heard a shot and DAVIS fell,
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JOE ELLIS
. ROUTE % :
- SUMMIT, GEORGIA

Furnished a signed statement to theeffect that he was at
Sanford's on the night DAVIS was killed and saw BOHANNON enter Sanford's
after which he did not see BOHANNON again until he was coming out of the
door. at which time he was tussling with DAVIS. They tussled a few
minutes and DAVIS appeared to BLLIS to be trying to get away and finally
DAVIS did get away and ren toward the side of Sanford's house with =
BOHANNON in pursuit and ELLIS stated that as DAVIS reached the far side
of Sanford's house BOHANNON fired. BOHANNON at that time was in front
of Sanford's house, It should be noted that BLLIS* statements as to the
position of both DAVIS and BOHANNON was centradictory to the statements
of all other witnesses,

EDDIE LEE THOMAS
sND, As

: Furnished a signed statement and can testify that he was
present at Sanford's when DAVIS was shot and killed, THOMAS saw BOHANNON
arrive at Sanford's,walk into the shop, look around, and walk to where
DAVIS was standing just outside the door and start patting DAVIS' pockets,
THOMAS heard DAVIS say, "I'm not got & pistol-=I'm a soldier", and saw
DAVIS push BOHANNON's hands away after which BOHANNON slapped DAVIS in

the face, and BOHANNON and DAVIS geabbed each other and, as the chief of
police was lerger, he pushed both himself and DAVIS off the porch to the
ground where they continued fighting, DAVIS almost immediately ran toward
the yard adjacent to Sanford's house, and the chief of police got up from
the ground where he had landed, at the same time pulling his gun, BOHANNON
did not appear to know where DAVIS had gone, but his boy shined a flashlight
on DAVIS and BOHANNON ran to the side of Sanford's house a 1little into the
yard and a moment later THOMAS heamd a shot, THOMAS did not see either man
at the time the shot was fired, :

BERNETIA THOMAS
- TOWNSEND, GEORGLA

Furnished a sipgned statement and can testify that she was
working in Sanford's on the night DAVIS was killed and saw BOHANNON wall
into the shop. When he came in everybody became gquiet and DAVIS said,
"What are you all got so quiet for? You ain't done nothing is you?", and
someone said "no". DAVIS then walked out of the shop and a moment later
BOHANNON walked out and immediately thereafter BERNETIA heard soms
scuffling, and then heard someone running so she looked out of the side
window of the store and saw DAVIS run into the yard next to Sanford's houses
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BERNETIA next saw BOHANNON run to his car in front of Sanford's house and
ask where DAVIS went, and BOHANNON's boy shined a light on DAVIS. BOHANNON
then went to the front of the yard and DAVIS began to run out to the left
of him at which time BOHANNON fired and DAVIS fell, BERNETIRK stated that
she saw both men when the shot was fired, and DAVIS had both arms back and
down as though he were running. ' , S0

HARVEY E. FENSTERMACHER, JR,
AGENT, FBI

SPECIAL AGE
. SEVAINAH, GEORCIE

: Cen introduce the signed statements of JOE STOKES, JOHN
WILLIAMS, JOE ELLIS, EDDIE LEE THOMAS, and BERNETIA THOMAS, all of whom
are mentioned above,

RICHARD SANFORD
T, GEORG

Can produce the business license authorizing him to operate
a cafe,

BELLE WHEATLEY
TWIN CITY

=t

. Qan produce the minutes of the town meeting for January 5,
19443, which reflect that subject was appointed Chief of Police by Mayor

of Twin City, W. C. BISHOP, for the year 1943, It should be noted that
while Graymont and Swmit have different post offices they operate as one
city with one mayor and one group of comiissionsrs and operates as city of

Twin Citye

PEYTON YOUMANS, SHERIFPF
L COU

SWAINSBORO, GEORGIA:

Can testify that he received a switch-blade knife from subject.

MRS, ETHEL DAVIS
REAR E MONROE STREET
TIWOtD, YOG TSTAND, NEW YORK

Can testify that she received a switch-blade knife, the
property of her son, WILLIE L., DAVIS, from PEYFON YOUMANS, and delivered
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 5 AV AIIAH, GLORGIL T FILENO. [ /~22 HOR
REPORT MADE AT, ' DATE WHEN MADE T D FO ) REPORT MADE BY
) oW WHICH MADE <
SAVA ANAH,; GEORGLA 1-=13=45 { _-1,,5, S5 hﬁ HARVEY - E. FENSTERUACHE!
2 TLE ra.) CHARACTER OF CASE
F "G : : i - :
JAMES MITCHELTL  BOHANNON : ' ' GIVIL RIGHTS: AND DOMERTIC
' ‘JTQI“"' B
SY NUF8IS OF FACTS:
EDDIE 1EEATHOMAS: saw subject pete
oo Vol i R 3
Wa ‘L.’}m sVTS! pockets, saw DAVIS .push i
stibjgct s’ hands away and after subjeet
and DAVIS grappled a“hit: saw, _}“\:IJ run
away. . Subject 101" ovied ‘a” few 1 ents l ter
and THEMAS hesrd a shot HN]
did- not ‘see ba:mur of "”tl\”T‘“ ’h'x* s:"
both: DAVES and subject when. DAVIS was:. shot.
DAVIS was mnning toward bubtto<the left of
subject,  Copy of minutes of town meeting:
appointing BOHANNOL: as! Chief 0f Poldce
obtained.
£ R
REFERENCEa: Report of Bpecial Agent: HARVEY B.
FENSIER ...J'L.,u dated December 12, 1941 at -
gh,' Georgia y
fim=s
DETATLS AT TOMNSEND ;o GEORGL Az
HIDIE 1ZE ‘THOMAS, son=in-law of RICHARD
SAlFeLD, owher &f Sanford's U f‘@, was
intérviewed and,furnished the following
signed statement?
APPROVED AND T B A f
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R171JAN.11 1962 RV
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Tt “T 'ddle 1é6 ihomas, make tne 1allow1nﬂ voluntary 5g¢ue-,:**; PRt T
ot 2 ment, to Hapvey 4._PenaterM4cnar, dr} -Smoilsd know £0 be 8¢ Speclal Tl R
RSN s ok Fenki of - EherederBTvElireqn of Inve:tlgﬂtlon - No threats; force _1_._“”f;~'f;.“
B e b O vlolnnce or prolmise of reward have been’ ased. 0. make me: make g )
. Sk s Alsbatenentaand 3 reallze that any statément I do Lake maJ “ba jz”“"
SRR _'_used in. court mg_;_ e e ] ARSI

. I'went tc Qanford's =hop dt Summlt, Ga. about dusk o - around
“the. fourth of «July; -19k3.  Abotitian. hour ‘or so after. I went to
Sanford's, Chief  of Police of ‘Graymont- and Summit, Gasiwhom T4 e
skpow. as Bohannoa came .inté  the-shop: looked around and sterted to- ; &
- sward the door. i L. Davis was.standlng Just outside the door
He e e and the Chief ‘started ‘pabting hisipockets, - I gould’ see’ both -
‘¥osl o Bohannon;and Davis from my pesition inside: the ‘shop,  Vhen - .
%" Bohannon. started:-patfing Davis® pockets I leard Davis say 0T :
‘noti'got a’pistol~+T'm & soldier; " ‘and ‘Davis pushed Bohannon's i ‘Iu
hands away. After Davia: ‘pushed. Bohanpon ! s ‘away Bohahhon slapped
e 3l 0 ¥ Davis in the face and Bonannon and Davis vrabbed each other #hd
gl el v as 'the "Chief was; heavier he shoved: Davis and ‘himsels of i of the :
01750 popeh and Davis dended.on his' hands.dnd feet and imhediately ot 1 g A
up: and began running. :The: ‘Chief was.getting up at the same - it gl T
“tdme JaV1s ftas and was pulling out his pistol.. -The soldier,’ Dav1s, ;
= ran from in front of the shop, past Sanford's house waich is -next
_door,.and «intosthe yard which was-between & Sanford's house and the
 house.next door to it. . The- Chief didn't seem to know Where Davis.
‘_%rent but within a very short time Bohangon's: boy ‘shined a fl@sh—¢ e
“1izht on Davis and said_"There'hé is=-right up in there; daddy.M . .
*Bohaanon's boy was sbanding near the street in front of Bagfiordls'? -
‘yard-at the time. Pohannon ran to-the'edge of Sanford's porch
“and & 1ittle into the yard and-I heard a shob. I don'b remember-
.““if Bohannon had his gun out when he ran into. the yard but I '
'know he was pulling for it. ~I'did not ses either Davis or
- Bohdannon whén the shot was fired but I saw the' tussling and saw
.. DBohannon. following Davis as I had come out ‘of the shop and stood
‘- . on-the porch of, the shop until Bohannon and Davis- went to the
: ground and then I stepped off of the porch and walked to tne
corner of the shop toward Sanford's house, :

: The above statement con51lt1ng of about one: and one-half

“pages in‘the handwriting of Specizl pgent. Fenstermacher has been
read.to me by Bpecial Agéent Fenstermschsr and I have signed this
page and initialed one other page and errors because it is true,

/8/ Fddie Lee Thomas
?itnessg

Warvey . Fenstérmacher, Jr., Special Agent, ¥BI, Savannah Ga,” ,
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- BERNETTA. THOMAS, RICHARD 's;bi?bﬁmfs-'daug}&e_r; 'fxifn»is_hed‘ the
followlno 51nned s—atement._é~c el b 7 3 il e s

ik A "I Rernetla Tnomas, make G follownng voluntary state—
._ij:ment g Harvey £. Fenstermacher, Jr.;. whon, T know to be @ *
% Bpecial Agent:! of the Federal Buresu of Invesﬁlggtlon._ No
threats, force, vmolence or. promise. of -reward have.been used
to induce ‘mé to make a statement and T reallze that ‘any. state—
ment T do make may be used in court.__;-, S 7

A T went to aanford's shop aboub dark on July Brd 19A3 and
... had been working behind the counter for about an hour when's
“the .Chiel of Police for aravmont ‘and Summit; Ga, Whom I know:"
_- “as BoHannon came ihto the shop. w Uhen Bohannon' came into: the .-
. -shop, everybody. became ¢uiet and W, L, 'Davis, who:was in the
shon at the 'time said._ ifhat are you ald gob so guiet.for; You
; 't done nothlng is Jon9" Somebody . in the shop said Mno" znd
LW, L. walked out.on. ‘the proch inifront of. the ‘shop. Bohanton
looked around s, tqoagn hevsrere looking for someone and then -
walked outi Aftep Bohannon walked out I heard’ some scuffling
.‘outside ‘the shop but 'I didntt hear anydne say anytnlng. BEF
heard. some running feet''so I looked out of a window im the
side of ‘the shop and I saw 1. L. Pan into the 'side yard nexb
to Sanford's house.and next to another house, I next saw:
Bohannon run te his car in front of S8anford's house and ask’ _
wihere the boy went. Bohannon's boy got out’of the car and,shmned
a light into Sanford!'s side yard and yell "There.he is, daddy."
‘I then saw Behannon fun to the front of the yard next to the
“"well in the porch of Sanford's house, "I then saw [. L. sbart
.to come out of the side yard to the left of Bohannon and I saw
Bolfannon shoot and I saw Davis fall, °I did.not ‘see Davis when
Bonannon s son ‘first shined bhe! light in the yard but Davis
began to come out of the yard: and then I conld see hims - He -
wasn't directly facing the Chief but was facing a little to
his left. Davis did not have anything.in'his hands and his
varms were down and to the back as tnough he was running and he
“»appeared to be runnlna

I have read the above statement cofisisting of almost’ one
and one~half ‘pages in the handwriting of "‘Spscial Agent
Fenstermacher and T have signed it because it igs true.

/s/" Bernetis Thomas
Witness:
llarvey E. Fenstermacher, Speclal Agent, ¥BI, Savahnah, G4, "
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) RS : .‘ NﬂNCY SANFO"{.D wife* of: RICH ’QD SM'?D‘ZD dlsplayed t.o the wrlter"" 4
e the busmess licenseé igsued to RICH&RD on January oy AUS “fOTs the ’operatlon
i 2 gafe, i The license was sm_,ned BELL 'HE TLY Clerk bj J. M3 BOHA'\INON

: : : BELE TI-&;;TLE‘.’, Glerk of. the Clty of I‘wm Cltles, Georgla,
.‘-"_'produced the, rhinutes of the: 'neeting ©f the Mayor and Ccm:.ssz.oners of the
< Cityhofi:Twin' CJ,t.J_es i‘or January 1 ,1%3, tne mertlnent. nart. of w‘llch reads 2
1 as folluws.“ e : : % z i
"Thls belng t:me for a new mayor for 1943 to Be T
~elected; i,  BISHOP ‘was’ electedy for thisloffice.d = =
Being nommated by . BROWN and seconded by ;r._r 2
Cé.mY. u.r, G%Y was named M ayor Pra—Tem. :

‘ "The ne"rly elected Mayor! and Coﬁmlssmners then
signed the oath- of oﬁ‘ice.

"ir, BISHOP then amomted Mr; BOHANNON as Chlef
of Police and water superintendent, @ motion by

. Mr. GRAY that $100 be set aside to be usedids a'
clothing account for Mr, BOHANNGON, to. be: used as
needed for this purpose, seconded by. Mr,. JOHNSQV.
and carried by all, Mrs. BELLE WHEATIEY was
naned Glerk My, Ju De DURDEN as recorder, :
Col. JNO R. POWELL, City Attorney and PR (R,
Lanler, Cit.y Physician, "

o L certxfled copy of the mJ.nutes was obtained and Arsy bemg
malntained in the file of the S: vannah Field D1v1sion. :

Vs, WHEATLEY made. a copy of the- business licenge issued to.

RIGHJ.RD SANFORD but this was not certified as she keeps no record of dindividual

licenses ilssued by BOHANNON, She explained that he merely issues the licenses,
collects the money ‘and turns it over to her inasmuch as she does not like to
go into the negro ‘quarters. Mrs, WHEATIBY advised that the towns of Graymont
- and Summit have been operating as the City of Twin Cities since the early
nineteen thirties but could not advise when this actually began.

Attempts were made to contact sub,ject to see’ if he had a
record of the license but he was out of town,

A sketch of the scene of the shootihg was madé @nd is being
retained in the Savannah Field Division files., Photopraphs were made and azre
in the process of being developed after which they will bé placed in the
Savannah Field Division files.
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Direc'tor, FBI
SAC, Savannah

SUBJECT:  JAMES MTTCHELL BOHAINON = - “‘”‘_"“‘F"“

Civil Rights and Domestic Tiolcice e e s

Reference is nade to teletype to the _’"ur
.‘-1945, which reflects ﬁﬁi‘b

Ina.amuch as a.‘Ll mve‘s"ﬁ
will be placed in a pending inm
advised to the contrary
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Information against the subject nol prossed
June 7, 19,45'9

| ,
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[ L R Z
g |  REFERENCE Report of Special Agent HARVEY E. FENSTER-
i | MACHER dated Jamary 13, 1945, et Savannsh.

e il Sy | b — = "
AF JLHS Y A o ___'/"' 7

AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

On July 12, 1945, reporting agent contacted Mrs, MAMIE
GROOVER, Secretary to Assistant United States Attorney DURHENCE, who, ab
that time, advised that the information outstanding against the subject
had been nol prossed at the direction of the Department.

The writer personally examined the records of the United
States District Court Clerk in Savanngh, Georgia, on July 2k, 1945,
wiich records reflected that a nolle prosequi was entered on June 7,
J 19145, with regard to Criminal Information Number 969, filed at Dublin,
Georgiam, October 9, 19L);, under Section 52, Title 18, United States
Code, charging BOHANNON with depriving a citizZen of civil rights,
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tus. It is therefore suggssted

eanigned to an sgent in order thet the oubotms of
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