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. |POLICE CHIEF says | » K ataly,

4] HE KILLED NEGRp | ests

Pal:
41 IN SELF DEFENSE tion

s [, Summit, Ga., Qect. A5, (P)—Po- | Wea
e |lice Chief Janiag __M;;’;Bohaunon,,. A
h | ¢harged by the AR artn Al
e |of Justice with violation of the (™
civil rights statutes in the kill- supp
ing of a negro soldjer, contended |, ¢ a
today that he shot the soldier in
~ | self-defense,
= [ A information charging Bohan- <
= (hon with ejyi] Yights Fiolation in Sa
1lthe death of Willie LDayis vras Was!
-[filed yesterday in U. S District are s
Court at Dublin, Ga., the - Justice per |
t] Department announced in Wash- Priee

ington; vear,
)
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CHIEF BORARNON PRIy
. UNDERCHARGES = [/

FEDERAL. INFORMATION
FILED FOR DEATH OF
NEGRO SOLDIER

A criminal information has been
filed in United States District Court
4 J at Dublin, charging James Mitchell

. | Bohannon, chief of police of Gray-
mont-Si it, with a violation of the,
civil ri%ﬁ statutes in the killing of
Willie I**Davis, a negro soldier, and
‘the polide Ghief will go on trial before
Federal Judge A. B. Lovett of Savan-
nah, at the next term of court in
Dublin which opens January 15, it
was stated in the office of Judge J.
Saxton Daniel, United States district
attorney here, today.

The inforamtion was filed against

. Bohannon by the Department of
Justice following telephone communi-
cation between the department in
Washington and the district attorney’s
office here about the case, )

An Assoclated Press dispatch from
Washington said Bohannon, on the
night of July 3, 1943, killed the soldier
near a negro road house, He was
called there to restoreorder and after
50 doing and while still acting as
chief of police “wilfully, unlawfully
and withotu provocation shot and
killed Davis with a pistol,” said the
A. P. dispatch quoting a Department
of Justice release on the case,

Henry Durrence, assistant United
States district attorney here, said that
& coroner's jury exonerated the police
chief afterward, The Jury concluded
Davis had come to his death from
wounds received from a pistol in the
hands of Bohannon who “was Justi=
fiable in his act,” Mr. Durrence said.

The A. P. dispatch said the Depart-
ment of Justice in Washington stated
there was no action by state authori-
ties after the coroner’s inquest and
the case was referred to it by the War
Department for action.

The soldier was home on furlough
from an army post whers he was in
Fg\ medical detamiers—=
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Information Agairst—
Chief at Summit

WASHINGTON, Oct. 9 (#).—The
Justice Department said an informa-
tion was filed today in United States
District Court at Dublin, Ga., charg-
ing James M. Bohannon, chief of
police of Summit, Ga,, with a viola-
(tion of the civil rights statutes in the
killing of Willle L. Davis, & negro
!soldier. i
| The department’s announcement

said Bohannon on the night of July,

3, 1943, was called to a negro road
house on the outskirts of Summit to
restore order, and after so doing and
while still acting as chief of police,
he “wilfully, unlawfully and without
provocation shot and killed Davis
with a pistol.”

State authorities took no action
after a coroner's inguest, the depart-
ment Said, adding the War Depart-
ment-sefarred the case to H-for=acvion.
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SELF-DEFENSE PLEA
MADE BY BOHANNON

SUMMITT POLICE CHIEF
| SHOT AND KILLED
NEGRO SOLDIER

SUMMIT, Ga. Oct. 10 (#).—Police
Chief James M. Bohannon, charged
b;{ the U, s, Department of Justice
with violation of the civil rights stat-
utes in the killing of a negro soldier,
contended today he shot the soldier in
seli-defense,

An information charging Bohannon
with civil rights violation in the death
o] Willie L. Davis wag filed yesterday
i} U. 8. District Court at Dublin, Ga.,
the Justice Department announceq in

ashington,

€ announcement said the killing

el 19, 1944

occurred July 3, 1943
chief was called to
the ovutskirts of Sum
der.
non shot the negro

fully and without provocvation.”

Bohannon
had received no no
Department'’s
killed a negro soldier
while investiga

at

said

action.

& roadhouse,

cleared by a coroner’s inquest,

o1

hit

, after the police [take my gun,"
a roadhouse on
mit to restore or-
The information charged Bohan-
“wilfully' unlaw-

late yesterday he
tice of the Justice
He said he
named Davis
ting a report of trouble
but he had been

<elt a knife in his pocket and he
me under the chin and trieq tol

——
the police chief r
lated ““He then
house and
thing that would make
him to take the gun.

on. I shot him.”

thorities took

| Mr. Joues 25

| Me, Quing Panu, |

| Mr. 'Neage

J Miss Ganay !

| B

[ 2 3

by
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B

went around the
said he would get some-

it possible for
When he came
back I told him to stop and he came

The Justice Department said it took
the case ath thme request of the War
Department after Georgia state au-
no action.
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An uuormatmn was filed yester-
day in United States District Court
here charging James M. Bohannon,
chief of police at Summit, Ga., with

L8 violation of the eivil rights
statutes in the killing of a Negro
| soldier at Summit.

The Justice Department in Wash-
lingi,on, agents of which filed the
| action, sair that Chief Bohannon
on the night of July 3, 1943, was
called to a Negro road house on
1he outskirts of Summit to restore
order, and after so doing and while
still acting as chief of police, he
“wilfully and unlawfully and with-

,out provocation” .shot and killed
''Willie L. Davis with a pistol.

State authorities took no action
after a coroner’s inqguest, the Jus-

tice Department said, adding that!
the War Department referred the |

case to the Justice Department for
action.

Chief Bohannen had not bccru

talken into custody today, so far as
1 ;&% learned here—— =
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Information Agairst— i
Chief at Summit!

WASHINGTON, Oct. 9 (#).—The
Justice Department said an informa-
tion was filed ,today in United States E
District Court Dublin, Ga., charg- >
] ing James ML/Bohannon, chief of
police” of Summit, Ga,, with a viola-
tion of the civil rights statutes in the
3 killing of Willie L.~Davis, a negro
\( |

soldier. NS AT
J The department’s announcement
sald Bohannon on the night of July
\ ! .8, 1943, was called to a negro road
4 house on the outskirts of Summit to
restore order, and after so doing arnd
oy ! while still acting as chief of police,
B , he “wilfully, unlawfully and without
N provocation shot and killed Davis

: h with a pistol.”

e : State authorifies took no action
™ 5 after a coroner's inquest, the depart-
ment sald, adding the War &wt~]'

ed the case to If Tor action.
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DFFIGER PLEADS |
SELF-DEFENSE

Folice Chief James M. Bohan-
noi, of Summit, charged by thci
U. S. Department of .Justice Withi
violation of the Civil Rights sta-|
tutes ' in " the killing of a Negro
soldier, contends that he shot the,
soldier in self defense.

[ An information charging Bo-
{ hannon with Civil Rights violation |
'in the deatn of willie L. Davm,.
has been filed in U. S. Federal Dis- | -
[triect Court here, the Justice De- Il
[ partment in \-’v’ashington‘ announc- |
| ed. !
! The annopncegment sgid the; lull--.
ling occurred July 3, 1043, afL(_r “the |
I;nhu_ chief was called to a road-{
house on the outskirts of Summit|
|to restore crder. The information |
| charged that Bohannon shot tht‘i.
soldier “wilfully, unlawfully and|
[ without provocation.” |
| Chief Bohannon said he had re- |
| ceived no mnotice of the Justice De-
| partment’s action up until late yes-
terday. He said he killed a soldier
| named Davis while investigating
| & report of Lrouble at a road-
~ ‘llﬁllb(. but that he had-been clear-
led by a coroner's inquest. ‘
A ®u1 felt a knife in his pocket and [}
he hit me under the chin and tried
to take my gun,' 'the police chief
declared, “He then went around
the house and said he would get |
something that would maké it pos- f|
sible for him to take the gun. When |
he came, back I told him to stop

and he came on. I shot him. 2
The Justice Depaptment said itl
|took the case at the request of thel
War Department  after Georgia

|
{ State authoritéss=sor o action, !:
! i
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GRATRONT-SUMM(T
CHIEF POSTS BOND

Police Officer Charged With,
Civily Rights Violation

Bond in the sum of $500, required |
of Police Chief James M. Bohannon
of Graymont-summit. against whom
charges have heen filed by the Uniteq
States Department of Justice, in con-
nection with the shooting of a negro
solder by the police chief at g negro
roadhouse, has heen posted by the of-
ficer.

Chief Bohannon is charged with g
violation of the civil rights statutes in
the slaying of Private Willie L. Davis
in July, 1943, The officer said he
shot the man in self-defense as the
negro advanced on him in g men-
acing fashion, Chief Bohannon hadl
been investigating a disorder at the
roadhouse, —_ J
»
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Summit Chief - -
Pleads Self-Defense

SUMMIT, Ga. Oct, 11 (INS).—
Police Chief James M. Bohannon of
Summit, contended self-defense today
in the slaying of Willie L. Davis, a
legro soldier,

The Federal Department of Justice
has filed an information against Bo-
hannon in the United States District
Court in Dublin, Ga,, charging that
the slaying which took place July 3,
1943, in a roadhouse outside of Sum- |
mit, was “willful, unlawful, and un-
pProvocated.”

The Justice Department took up the |
case at the request of the War De-
partment when Georgia authorities
took no action.

The police chief remembered the
(killing but said that he had been

cleared by & coroner’s inquest, = -




CLIPPING FROM SWAINSBORO "

Dated October 12,

FFICER CLAIMS
SELF DEFENSE

Police Chief Jamem_y{g}gohan—
non, charged by fhe United States
““Department of Justice with vio-

lation f the civil rights statutes |

in the killing of a negro soldier,
contended Tuesday that he shot
the  soldier in self-defense.

hannon with civil rights v(lolatmn
in the death of Willie L.” Davis
was file” Monday in U. S. Dis-
tri¢t Court at Dublin, the Justice
Department announced in Wash-
ington.

~ The announcement said the kill- ||

ig occurred July 3, 1943, after
the police chief was called to a
roazdhouse on the outskirts f J
Stmmit to restore order. 8
Bohannon said late Monday he
had received no notice of the Jus-
| tice Department’s petion, He said
he gilleg a Negro soldier named
Davis while investigating a rtport
[ of irouble st a rcadhouse, but

" that he had been cleared by 2

An informatiopy chiarging Bo- |

coroner’s inguest.

“T felt a knife in his pocket |
and he hit me under the chin and
tried to fake my gun.”. the police
dhicf related, 9B Fhen wenk
around the house and said he
would get something that would |
male it possible %or him to tzle |
he wyun. Whenr he came beck T
told him to stop and he came on. |
I shot him.” i

The Juslics Department said t |
took the cast at the request of
te War Department after Geor-
fizl state authorities (0ok no act-
[Jion, |
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Jusfice. Department Takes Action Am tinst |
GeorgiaPolice Chief Who K_il,l,ed;S;oldlferl o s

Special to Journal and Guide | after the shooting, ba it no pro- charges the defendant, Bohan.
BLIN, Ga.—Ja itch-|secutive. action was. | taken by non, under Section 52, Title 18,

ell “‘Bohannon, chi‘%%ﬁi‘“sﬁte authorities. The case was U. S. Code. 41
ot own of Summit, Ga., has|then referred for aetion to the :

been charged with a violation of| Department  of Justio * by the -zerl(;hf,kaali ?C?t‘?it:‘gs e“‘“g‘ ki

the civil rights statutes in the| War Department. Th e federal ]1"1 o sgsg; i c?hy “f

killing of Willie L. Davis, a Ne.| government "takes. | ja risdiction fha St : d;j.i £ firg.e o

gro soldier, on. July 3. 19¢3.tbecause the slain man was de. VeZticglthlgab thl: 0128’ dzr:erE:

The charges were filed by teiprived of his life wiit) tout duef,.q ugof Iﬁ‘ﬁreﬁi ation and-Army

United  States Pepartment oﬁ;pl‘oceqs of law in v\oi'alion of| athorities. %

Justice in the district court here 5% & MO N et i i

jon_Oct, 9. ‘ |

| The information, filed on be-|

thalf of the government by U, S

| Attorney J. Saxton Daniel, al-

leges that Bohannon, Yacting un- |

der the color of law," shot Davisg

without  prowvocation  on the,

night ofeJuly 3, 1043, AV o

The police offjcial had heen| /4 i
called to a Nearo roadhouse on! /M YA
the outskirts of Summit to re. /4 g
store ‘order, the information

states: After order had been
restored, but while stil] acting
as chief of police, Bohannonl

“wilfully unlawfully and with.! A
jout provocation” shot and Ikill- 7
‘ed Davis with a pistol, aceords ( i o)
Aing to the information, - 3| / f T et 7 f-’
'STATE DROPS CASE ; // o g aom
S0, T
| A coroner 5 inquest was ‘held) ~om RECORDIR
¥) TIRBURETIT & 1044
87 NOV 10 1944
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