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TO : Assistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark LWM\E@MNQ}\HS‘L‘QH

FROM : J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

SUBJECT:  JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON
CIVIL RICHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

There is transmitted herewith a copy of the report of Special
Agent Joseph P. Benson, dated February 1, 1944, at Charlotte, North
Carolina, in the captioned case.

Please advise whether you desire this Bureau to take any further

action in this matter.
t. v
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

mg:;zlomemﬁumn At SAVANKAH, GEORGIA FILE NO.4 A 39 dgk
n;mm' MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR_ REPORT MADE BY
CHARIOTTE, N. €, 2-1-lby 12-1,2-43 JOSEPH P. BNSON
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
JAYES NITCHRLL BOHANNON CIVIL RIGHTS AND
DONESTIC VIOLENCE

syNopsis oF FacTs: Uomplaint submitted by Major SIDNEY L. GILSERT
: regarding killing of WILLIE L. DAVIS, negro
soldier at Swwuit, Georgla, on July 3, 1943,

by Chief of Police JAURS MITCHELL BOHANEON.
BOHANNON held to be Justified by coroner's
Jury., Army investigation reflected the killing
to be unjustifiable. Complainant felt that the
results of Army investigation warranted further
investigation of the case by the I'SI.

-~RUC -

NETAILS At ligh Point, jiorth Carolina

This report is predicated upon a complaint received from dajor
CIDNEY L. GILBERT, Legal Advisor, Judge Advocate Generals Department, on
Decomber 1, 1943, Major GILBURT advised that he was in receipt of & letter
from the mother of WILLIE DAVIS, Army Serial Number 34,059,054, Technical
S5th Medical Detachment, Hiew Orleans Army Alr Base, New Orleans, louisiana,
which letter was written to Mrs, ELEANOE EOOSIVELY, regarding the killing of
DAVIS by Chief of Police JAMSS KI'CHULL BOHANNON at Swamit, Georgla, on
July 3, 1943. Mrs. DAVIS complained of the fact that the killing of her son
wis to go unpunished. ;

Detalls of the killing, the findings of the Army Hedical Board,
the Army Medical Record, the investigative report of Lisutenant EALFH WILLIS,
and coples of the statements of witnesses as obtained in the Aray record of
UAVIS, were reviewed by the reporting agent.

The investigative report of First Lieutenant RALVH WiLLIS,
Gavalry, stated that in his opinion DAVIS was unjustifiably killed by BOMAMNON,
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Charlotte 44-39

This finding was based chlefly on statements of witnesses to the affair,
JONATHAN STOKES and JOT ELLIS, who stated that BOKANNON struek DAVIS appsrently
without reason and when the soldier objected he grabbed at the Chief, but Chief
BOHARNON struck him again, at which time the seldier ran and Chief BOHANKON
pursued him, Neither of the witnesses actually saw the shooting; however, it
was aseertained by Lieutenant WILLIS that DAVIS was unsrmed, except for a

dull pocket knife which he had in his possession, but which pocket knife he

at no time had in his hands during the fray.

A opy of the signed statement taken at Swainsboro, Georgia, on
August 7, 1943, by Lieutenant WILLI5 from JONATHAN STOKES reads as follows:

"Wheu the trouble started, Mr, BOHANNON walked into the
Juke and WILLIE LES went out and leaned his arm up against the
banister on the poreh and was talking to & girl; then kir. BOHANNON
walked up to him and began to search him., WILLIY LES says, 'You
| haven's any business searching me. I'm Unele Sam's man.' When he
;jf said that the Chiaf slapped WILLIR LS snd WILLIE LES slapped him
By that time they were off the porch on the ground tussiing.

f i broke loose and run and Hr. BORANNON snd his boy throwed

| the flashlight on him snd run behind him, and that is all I know
about it. WILLIE L5S had run around by the well. 1. was standing
only a few feat away when Mr. BOHANNON shot WILLI® L3IH,"

.7 A opy of the statement taken by Lieutenant WILLIS from JAMES
MITCHELL BOHANRON on July 6, 1943, at Summit, Georgia, reads as follows:

"I, James Mitehell Bohannon, Chief of Police of Graymount
and Summit, Ca. was on duty Saturday night, July 3rd. About mid-
night it was reported to me that there was a disturbance in a juke
Joint in the outskirts of Summit, Upon investigation I arrested
2 colored eivilian and took him to jail, then returned to the
Juke joint as there was still some disorder. During my investi-
gation of the disorder the colored soldier, Willie Lese Davis
interfered by using profane language. His remarks were not
addressed directly to me but were mentioned in such a tone of
voice it was possible for me to hear him. 435 I started out of
the juke Joint, the soldier was standing on the poreh., As I
passed him, my hand struck his poecket and I noticed he had a
knife. When I felt the knife in lils pocket, he then struck
me on the chin with his fist. I spun around and hit him seross
the face with the back of my hand. He then reached out and
grabbed my arm and attempted to throw me to the ground, 1 broke
loose and we crossed again. MHe attempted to grab my gun, but
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"1 knocked his arm away. He then grabbed me again for the second
time to obtain my gun. When this atteapt was unsuccessful, he
then cursed saying that he was going to get a weapon and ran
around the corner of the building, A eivilian, ¥illie Brown and
my son, James Mitchell Uohannon Jr, were with me and I instructed
them to chase the colored soldier snd ran after him myself. I
went around the corner of the building by the use of a flashlight,
located him by the fence attempting to pull loose one of the
boards to use. Vhen I hollered at him, he swung around and
approached me barehanded. I told him not to advance any further,
that I would kill hiw if he continued to advance on me. The
only reply to my warning was his cursing and he continued to
advance. Vhen he got within four or five feet of me, I shot

him and he foll. He took about thres breaths and died.”
In view of the sbove facts, Major GILBERT felt that the Federal

Bureau of Investigation should conduct investigation, since there was a violation
of the rights of the negro soldier DAVIS. Further details regarding the killing
are available in the Army record of WILLIEZ D'WVIS, /rmy Serial Number 34,059,054,
Technical 5th Medical Detachment, New Orleans Armmy Air Base, New Orleans,
louisiana. -

Copies of this report are being submitted to the Bureau and the

Savannah Office for whatever action may be deemed advisable.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THSE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation February 28, 1944
Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attorney General TCCsEBsnl
. 144-20-9 3

James Mitehell Bohannon -
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

This will nekﬁawlod;o receipt of your memorandum of o
Pebruary 24, 1944, in the above matter. ";«;5£_'

Please make a full investigation of the alleged killing
of the Negro soldier, Willie L. Davis, and expedite as much
as possible. :



Director, Federsl Buresu of Investigstion April L, 194k

Assisgtant Attorney Genmersl Tom C. Clsrk TCC:EB: k1)
Udy=20~9

Jim Bohennon, 5 g

Willie Devis, Vietim; P A

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

I enolose & copy of s memorsndum in the sbove metter
Just referred to us by the Nationel Associstion for the
Advencement of Colored People. This be helpful to you
in the investigation of the killing of Privete Devis.

Enclosure No. 191973




. . o

Mrs. BEthel Davis came into the office.
Her son Willie Davis was stending on a corner talking to Cleo Cotton

Jim Bohhanon the local policeman came along and was slapping verious

men (perhaps to determine if they had a gun) When he slapped Willie

Davis, Davis turned and told him that was not necessary. The policeman
 hauled off and struck Davis in the face. Davis hit back and then

'\ turned to walk away, whereupon the policeman Bhot him in the back
||} killing him instantly.

The following are names of persons who actually witnessed the shooting
are as follows. These people are all willing to make a statement to
the attorney general if necessary.

V' Walter Sanford, - Summit, Ga.

Vv Dave Stoke Summi t,Ga.,
VJoe Stoke Summit,Ga.
v Joe Ellis Summit,Ga,
v John Williams Sumnit,Ga.

e
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Thurgood Marshell, Speciel Counsel,

HehAoA,C,P. lLegsl Dofense and Edusationsl Fund, Ine.,
69 Fifth Avenue,

New York 3, New York.,

Dear Mr, larshell:

Re: Xilling of Privete Willie Davis

I have looked into the two ceses which you disoussed
with Mr, Rotnem in your interview with him lest Thuraday.
The killing of Privete Willle Devis is being investigeted,
but the investigetion is not yet complete.

Ve decided thet the sotion of the police officer in
the cage of the complaint of Mrs. Annle Merritt of Tusoumbis,
Alebsme, wes not setion under color of lsw snd thet therefore
there was no Federsl jurisdiction over the matter,

Respeotfully,

For the Attorney Generel,

T0M C. CLARK,
Assistent Attorney Genersl.
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Oﬁice Memomndam APRUNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
CRIMINAL DiVISION

TO : Assistant Attorney General‘vom C. Clark DATE: April 8 = 1944

FROM -: J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

SUBJECT: JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

-

Dol
VAW,

DEPnhTM}NI QF JUeTIC

Reference is made to your memorandum dated February 24, :1854, “in h%édbapti
matter, and to your memorandum dated April 4, 1944, your fille Féfereﬂcé‘TCCéEB:klj_
144_20""9 . l C?,_,.__« "N.‘-;', ! PGTN[M |

pUEE e = ¥

For your information, there is transmitted herewith a copy of the report of
Special Agent William G. Kimbrough, dated April 3, 1944, at Savannah, Georgia, cap-
tioned as above.

.
R e RD
Your advice would be appreciated as to whether you desire further investigation
in this matter and whether you desire all of the individuals mentioned in the enclosure

to your memorandum of April 4, 1944, interviewed. It is noted that the attached re-
port sets forth the interview of Dave Stokes, Summit, Ceorgia.

Enclosure\//
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April 8= 1048
Assistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark

J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to your memorandum dated February 24, 1944, in the captioned
matter, and to your memorandum dated April 4, 1944, your file reference TCC:EB:klj
144~20-9. :

For your information, there is transmitted herewith a copy of the report of
Special Agent William G. Kimbrough, dated April 3, 1944, at Savannah, Georgia, cap-
tioned as above,.

Your advice would be appreciated as to whether you desire further investigation
in this matter and whether you desire all of the individuals mentioned in the enclosure
to your memorandum of April 4, 1944, interviewed. ' It is noted that the attached re-
port sets forth the interview of Dave Stokes, Summit, Georgia.

Enclosure
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

mcﬁ.:; omicinaTED AT SAVANNAH , GEORGIA FiLeno.  4hi=22 MBH
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE | mlg:;ﬁgg REPORT MADE BY
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA b=3-lk | 3-16-lk WILLIAM G, KIMBROUGH
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Chief of Police JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON of Gray-
mont and Summit, Ga. advised in signed statement
that he shot and killed W. L. DAVIS, a negro
soldier, on July 3, 1943 in performance of his
duty and in order to protect his own life.
Killing resulted ‘rom an investigation made by
subject of a disturbance in a negro juke joint in
Summit on night of July 3, 19L3. Decision of
Coroner's jury was that subject shot in self-
defense in performance of his duty. Investigation
reveals victim to be of a quarrelsome nature.

-p-

REFERENCE: Rspgll"ht of SA JOSEPH P. BENSON, Charlotte, N. C. dated
2-1

Letter from Bureau to Savannah dated March 2, 19LL.
DETAILS: 1l
AT GRAYMONT & SUMMIT, GA.

The files of the Savannah Field Division reveal a letter
dated March 2, 194L, from the Burecau, advising that the
Criminal Divieion of the Department of Justice had requested
that a full investigation of the alleged killing of WILLIE L.
DAVIS, a negro soldier, at Craymont and Summit, Georgia, on

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT
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July 3, 1943, be conducted.

The subject in instant case, JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON, who is Chief
of Police of both Braymont, Georgia, and Summit, Georgia, was interviewed -
by the writer on March 16, 19k) and gave the following signed statement,

"3-16-~Lk
Swainsboro, Ga.

"I, J. M. Bohanon make the following voluntary signed statement
to W. G, Kimbrough knowing him to be a Special Agent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or promises of
reward have been made to me to induce me to make this statement.
I Eknow this statement can be used in court,

"About 11 P,M, on July 3, 1943 an unknown person drove wp to my
restaurant in Swmmit, CGa, and asked for me, and on being in-
formed I was inside, this unknown mam said 'Tell the Chief there
is a disturbance in negro town',

"I got in my car, together with Willy Brown (white man) and my

15 yr. son and drove straight to Sanford's Juke Joint as I knew
this was where the negroes ucually hung and I had had trouble with
negroes at Sanfords place before, all minor disturbances.

"When I arrived at Sanford's, there was a large crowd of negroes

out in the road and there was a negro by name of Arthur Cross in

the middle of the circle of negroes, who had a wrench in his hand and
cursing in a loud voice, I took this wrench from Cross, placed him
under arrest, and carrisd him to jail. Enroute to Jail Cross

told me that Eldon Roundtree had a pistol in his possession and had
fired it several times 'Ehat night at Sanford's Juke Joint.,

"When I rsturned te Sanford'e I saw Eldon and searched him but could
not find a gm‘m him., While I was searching Roundtree I heard W.
L. Davis who was inside the juke joint at this time (I was searching
Roundtree on the porch) say, '"What has that Son-A-Bitch come down
here for, I am going to run this Juke Joint'.

"After finishing searching Roundtree I started in the door and

W, L. Davis brushed up against me as I passed through the door. I
continued on inside, looked around for a few minutes and came

back out on the porch., I saw Davis on the porch, with his left hand
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——rinn

leaning against the rafter of the porch, and I notice something
bulky in his right side pocket. I went up to Davie with intention

of scarching him and ?‘;Iued ny :hmﬂi,,_ 1 on his right side pocket.
Davis immediately s K me his hand, and said 'You Son-A-

_Biteh you have hit your last negro. I then slap Davis on his right

Jaw. Tavis then ran into me and grabed my left hand and tried
to twist it and trip me at the same time. I pushed Davis off and
stepped off on to the ground, and Davis immediately jumped off
the porch and etarted for me again. I attempted to grab my gun

~but missed and caught hole of my hand cuff case. Handeuffs and gun

were both straped on my right side., I pushed Davis off again and
he made two more unsuccessful attempts to take my gun from me and
then said if I can't get that one I know where I can get one you
Son-A~-Biteh, Davis then wheeled and ran around behind the house,
I did not run after Davis, but hollered to Willy Brown to 'eatch
that negro'. I walked on up to where my car was parked, and heard
a noise down beside the house and flashed my light in the direction
of the noise and saw Davis trying to losen a board from the picket
fence in rear of the house, :

"I then told Davis that he had caused enough trouble for one night
and for him to come on out. Davie answered, 'l am coming you son-
A-Bitch, and I am going to get you when I come. Davis then left
the fence and started towards me with his left hand out straight
and swiring 'is right as if he were winding wp to hit me, Davis
again cursed me for a God Dam Son-A-Biteh.

" g to s twice & he kept coming and the third time
Pl g el ra
within about L £%t, o mﬁmlﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬂ __g_mmm:

Davie fell, and I searched him, and found a switeh blade knife in his
right side pocket. e e

SRR 4

"I then retwrned to my restaurant and called the Sheriff and told
the sheriff to call the undertaker,

"W, L, Davis was wearing a U, 5, Army uniform and I was wearing my
police unifirm, ;

"A Comer's inquest was held on July 10, 19i3 and I was exonerated
of all blame. The Coroner's decision was that I shot in self defense
in performance of my duty. ; F

"When I entered the juke joint I saw Dave Stokes standing in the yard.
Davis was inside.

"Stokes testified at the Coroner's hearing that he had heard Dawis
e ii————— % e :

.
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/ curse me when I ﬁrst._dmu-up to..thg Juke joint, Stokes
| | testified that Davis said 'What is that Son-A-Bitch coming
I down here for, I am going to run this juke joint',

"I have read the above statement consisting of this and ) other
pages and it is trui to the but of my knowledge."

/8/ J. M, Bohannon

Witness
W G, nﬂhrMh F.B.1.

Chief BOHANNON fur‘hhu' advised he had been on the Police Depart-
ment of CGraymont and Summit, Georgia, for the last four years and this was
the first serious trouble he had ever encowntered since becoming 2 member
of the Graymont-Summit Police Department. mnmr stated that DAVIS was
Wm‘“nu attempted to shoot, BOHANNON stated he had known

ormgatfqrmsdeeMWMﬁmMG t and
ST of Being & aesn AaEec o Thoachh be e 4 e
BOHANNON stated DAVIS resented any white man roprimmding him for anmythi

BOHANNON stated that on the night in question after he had arrested

ARTHUR CROSS and had placed him in jail in Summit, he returned to the juke
Joint with the intention of seeing if everything wns quist and after he
returmed he noticed something bulky in TAVIS' pocket. He advised he
attempted to search DAVIS but DAYIS resisted and he then intended to place him
under arrest and put him in jail but he did not intend to shoot DAVIS unless
he had to and would not have killed DAVIS unless he had been convinced it was

| the only way he could proteéct His cwn 1ife. BOHANNON advised he was attempting

t to place DAVIS under arrest and lodge him in jail, after which he intended

' to notifs the Army authorities to come and get DAVIS. BOHANNON further
stated he r never did tell victim DAVIS that he, DAVIS, was under arrest.

H. V. DURDEN

Teneral Delivery

T N S e

Mr, Hi V. DUHDEN of Sumﬂt, Georgla, advised the writer that he was a
member of the Coroner's jury in instant case and the verdict of the Coroner's
/juy was that Chief BOHANNON had killed W, L. DAVIS in performance of his
duty and in order to protect his, BOHANNON'S, life, Mr, DURDEN stated he was
of the opinion that Chief BOHANNON was pcrfaoﬂ;r Jjustified in shooting DAVIS
and he arrived at this opinion by visiting the crime scene and also by
lictening to testimony given at the Coroner's hearing. DURDEN advised that
{the inquest revealed that victim was shot. one time-in the-chest but that he,
DURDEN, did not remember the exact spot. DURDEN stated he saw vietim about

e
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/ curse me when I ﬁ.rat_nmn«up to.t}g 1uko joint, Stokes
testified that Davis said "What is that Son=A-Bitch coming
down here for, I am going to run this juke joint',

"I have read the above statement consisting ot this and L athor
pagas and it is truc to the but of my knowledge."

/8/ J. M. Bohannon

Witness
W, G, Iimbrough F.B.I1.

Chief BOHANNON further advised he had been on the Police Depart-
ment of Graymont and Summit, Georgia, for the last four years and this was
the first serious trouble he had ever encowntered since becoming a member
of the Graymnt—Smit ﬁolieg Department. aonmrm stated that DAVIS was
the first man he had ever attempted to shoot, BOHANNON stated he had known
DAVIS for the last four years and he had the reputation in G% and

e s R g

Summit of being a mean negro Who thought he was gs good as a
BOH&Niw stated DAVIS resented any white man roprimding him for anything.

BOHANNON stated that on the night in question after he had arrested

ARTHUR CROSS and had placed him in jail in Summit, he returned to the Juke
Joint with the intention of seeing if everything uu quist and after he
returned he noticed something bulky in TAVIS' pocket. He advised he
attempted to search DAVIS but DAYIS resisted and he then intended to place him
under arrest and put him in jJail but he did not intend to shoot DAVIS unless
he had to and would not have killed DAVIS unless he had been convinced it was
the only way he could protéct Hiz omn 1ife. BOHANNON advised he was attempting
to place DAVIS under arrest and lodge him in jail, after which he intended
to notify the Army authorities to come and get DAVIS., BOHANNON further

stated he never did tell victim DHIS that he, DAVIS, was \mdar arrest.

H. V. DURIIHI :
General Delivery
Summit, Ga -
m

Mr, He V. DORDEN of Summit, Georgla, advised the writer that he was a
/member of the Coroner's jury in instant case and the verdict of the Coroner's

e lidgins

duty and in order to protect his, BOHANNON'S, life, Mr, DUFDEN stated he was

/(m was that Chief BOBANNON had killed W, L. DAVIS in performance of his

E

of the opinion that Chief BOHANNON was pcrractly Justified in shooting DAVIS
and he arrived at this opinion by visiting the ecrime scene and also by
stening to testimony given at the Coroner's hearing. DURDEN advised that

the inquest revealed that victim was shot.one time-in -the.-chest but that-he,
DURDEH did not remember the exact spot, DURDEN stated he saw vietim about

s
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thirty ninutn after the shooting but did net examine him, DURDEN
advised there was no written testimony taken at the inquest but that C. A.
COLEMAN was the Coroner and was presently residing near Swainsboro,
Beorgia, but he had enly the verdict of the jury in writing and he did not
have any of the testimony in writing, He advised that the vote of the
Coroner's jnry was unamimous and BOHANNON was not guilty.

M, mmnm stated he had been residing in Summit for the past
J thirty-nino years and he had known Chief BOHANNON for about eight or ten
| years. He stated he never known BOHANNOI %33.0 %Miw
_ops. He =t e had never heard of Chief ON_shooting anyone else
and that hc l:net BOHA.NNON troats ﬂutoe and blaoka all the aam. !

e, m further stated he remembered asking DAVE STOKES, a negro
eyewitness who testified at the Coroner's hearing, if victim DAVIS had
~hit Chief BOHANNON before Chief BOHANNON shot DAVIS, and SRS pestilled
at the Coroner's hearing that DAVIS had hit Chief BOHANNON and then ran
around the cormer of the house and tried %o pull a picket off the fence in

me .. DURDEN further stated that STOKES advised he
sight of DAVIS when DAVIS ran arotnd the house, and he next saw

VIS, mvzs was advancing towards Chief BOHANNON, and Chief old
p_three times but DAVIS kept coming towards BOHANNON; that a’ter
Chie mmrm told mvzs the third ﬁ '%o‘“f" p he shot him,

DUGRDEN also mted that STDKES testified at the Coroner's hearing
that DAVIS had made the statement when he saw Chief BOHANNON walk into
h Sanford's Juke joint on the night of the shooting, "What in the Hell are
you doing in here, I am going to run this place", DURIEN stated witnesses
' testified at the Coroner's hearing that Chief BOHANNON was wearing his police
uniform at the time of the shooting and there could have been no doubt in
DAVIS' mind as to the identity of Chief BOHANNON.

_ _mnwg

: : lr. m a farmer rod.ding near Sumit, Georgia, advised he was a
_member of the Coroner's jury in instant case and the verdict of the jury was

- unanimous in that Chief BOHANNON was justified in killing W. L. TAVIS on the
uﬁmMWWﬁWﬁa was at Chief BOHANNON'S restaurant in

Georgia, when BOHANNON received a complaint from an unknown person that

there n.s a disturbance in negro town. Mr. LEE stated that after receiving
instant complaint, Chief nom immediately left the restaurant en route
to the negro section and ON retur the restaurant in approximately
twenty minutes and told him ahcut the qa_qnuing. LEE stated BOHANNON
was wearing hig police uni Wniform when hi"IifT restavrant and also had it on
when he mturnad to the rastnurant.
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LEE stated he personally had known victim for several years
and that he had talked to numerous people in and around Graymont and
Summit, Georgia; that all of them had told him DAVIS was a mean negro
and liked to cause trouble,

M‘—'—'.-'——"""“*-—-—-_-—u

LEE advised Chief BOHANNON was hired by the oities of Oraynon , )
and Sumrit to preserve law and ordMea to fight e A,
his hands; that in is” opinion W‘" g justified in "lhooting v Vis.

o o S

B e

atntod that vietim's mthn works for ummzn IEJUNDTREE,
a white man in Summit, Georgia and LEONARD ROUNDTREE always takes up
for ths mgro when there is troubla between a white man and a negro,
whether the negro is r.'l.ght or wrong. LEE stated he believed ROUNDIREE
was adgitating the case; that he also believed ROUNDTREE suggested to
- DAVIS! mother that aho make a amplain‘t to the FBI.

llr. stated ﬂmt mvz STOKES, a negro eyewitness to the ghooting
testified at the Corcner's hearing "that DAVIS made fight with Chief
amw and that Chie.f nomw was ﬁmﬁ% also

At STOR tified : 0 [eli¥ing that he, STOKES,

saw DAVIS hit Ohiaf BOH&NNON hi‘ore BOHLNNON shnt DAVIS. LEE also adviud
that STOKES testified at the Coroner's hearing that he, STOXES, and DAVIS
were standing near each other on the porch of the juke joint when Chief
'BOHANNON drove up tc the juke Joint and DAVIS made the following statement.
“What the hell is that - o! a B---— coming down here for, I am going to
‘run this juke joint", : :

The writer contacted DAVE STUKES who is employed as a laborer on the
farm of lir. LEONARD ROUNDTREE, STOKES advised the writer that he had been
‘an cyclitnels to the shooting of W, L. DAVIS at Sanford's Juke joint on the
night of J‘nly 3, 1943, STOKES gave the following aignod statement.

n3-16-4s
Swainstoroy Ga,

"I, Dave Stokes make the: fnllning voluntary statement to W. G.
s.whom I know to be a Special Arent of the Federal Bureau
of Innltiga.tion. No ihreats or promises of reward have been made
to me to induce me 0 make this utatmnt. I know that this state~
' ment can be und in cmn't.

" Mone night last Summer, I do not remember the exact date, I was in
Richard Sanford's juke joint in Summit, Ga. and W. L. Davis was with

o~
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mg. I do not remember whether W. L., was drinking or not, but

I had drank two bottles. About 10:30 or 11:00 P,M, W.L. and

I were standing out on the front porch of the Juke joint and saw
Chief of Police Bohanon drive up in his car, ‘Chief got out

of his car and came in the juke Joint and met Eldon Romntree
(negro) on the porch, hear where we were standing, and Chief
searched Eldon, After searching Eldon, Chief Bohanon came over
to where we were standing and started to search W. L, Davig,

Chief started to feeling in W.L's pockets from the rear and ¥, L,
ca 'amélg.mmm that he did not have a
right to search him as he was not Bohanon's man. I do not know
oL, meant by this statement. After W.L. caught Chief
Bohanen's hand, Chief slapped W.L. and W.L. slapped Chief Bohanon
and then they staPved righting, and mﬁmm-----
off of the porch on to the grownd. After they hit the ground
~they continued fighting. After fighting a few minutes on the
ground I saw Davis stop fighting and run around the corner of the
house. khﬁmmhmﬁw en they
. Were on the porch if he had wanted to, but I don't think he wanted

“to get away, it looked like to me thit he wanted to f£ight.

"I do not know why W.L. Davis ran around the cormer 6f the house.
I have known Davis to have been in one other fight before he was
killed. I have known W.L. all my life and he and Y were good

 wChi _did not run after W, L. immediately but waited about
one minute and when some one told Chief where Davis had gone, he
(Chief Bohanon) went. around.the house and soon after this I heard a
pistol shoot. I did not go around %o where W. L, was lying on the
ﬂ'om a8 Chief Bohanon told us not to go. : :
1 "I do not remember tut:l.fying in the Coroner's hcaring that I had
heard W, L. curse Chief Bohanon, '
"I do not know what teok place after Davis ran around the comer
& { / of the house, but I know that Chief Bohanon did not attempt to shoot

Davis in my presence. Chief Bohanon did not make an attempt to draw
hig gun. ‘ ¥

"I have read this statement consisting of this and two other ﬁagea
and it is true to the best of my knowledge."

/s/ David Stekes

Witness RS
We .I Go mw PiBal.
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 DAVE STOKES stated he was twenty-three years old and had been
living in Summit, Georgia, all his life, He stated that subjpet DAVIS!
mother had acked him to testify at the Coroner's hearing and Chief
BOHANON, so far as he knew, had not asked any one to testify at the
Corcner's hearing. STOKES furtber advised that :victim DAVIS had told
bim on numerous occasions that he, DAVIS, had been trained how to take guns
away from people, STOKES stated that two other negroes, JACK WILLIAMS
and JOE ELLIS had also testified at the Coroner's hearing and he thought
~ they had testified to practically the same ae he had. o

11

- Mr, W. O, BISHOP, General Delivery, Summit, Georgla, described
subject BOHANON as a fine police o'ficer and a gentleman; that he did not
think BCUAKNON would have killed the negro unless he had to in order to
protect his own life. BISHOP stated he knew nothing of the details of instant
killirg but had known victim and his mother ETHYL for a number of years, and
both of them were known in an around Graymont and Sumnit as being mean
negroes. BISHOP stated victim DAVIS come to Summit wearing an Army uniferm
and he wanted to make a big show with the other negroes; that he tried to
just take the town apart, i '

.. Br. W, A, ROUNDTREE, Summity Georgia, advised that he had been living
in Summit for the past forty years and that he knew nothing of the details in
instant case. He stated he had known Chief BOHANNON personnaly and he knew
BOHANNON would not kill any one unless it was to protect his own life.

Dr. ROUNDTREE stated BOHANNON'ad a fine reputation as a police officer in
- Bumnit and the country needed nore police officers like BOHANNON to proteet
honest people, both Hack and white. ' ;

. Mr, PETER THOMAS, Tax Collector, Summit, Georgia, stated that he
~had known vietim for appreximately ten yesrs; that he was known as an
- impudent,mean negro and one hard to get along with. ' THOMAS stated he knew
~nothing of the details of instant case but knowing BOHANNON as he did, he
_knew BOHANNON would not have killed the negro except in order to protect his
own life. THOMAS stated BOFANNON had the reputation in Summit of being as
nice to people as they would let him but if they are wrong, he treats both
‘black and white alike, - LT :

~PENDI NG~



' in the abiove matter and enclosing the report of Specisl Agent

o o

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation Aprdl 13, 1944
Tom C. Clark; Assistant Attorney General m.:ao-q
James Mitohell Bohannon~-CIVIL RICHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
_ | ¥
This wiil acknouledge recelpt of your mmorandum of April 8 %

#ildam v Kdmbrough.
In view of the fact that this 415 a case of the killing of a
Negro soldisr, I feel that we should take special precautions %o

- make sure that we have received all relevant testimony. W,

<>

N

I am asking you please to interview all the individuals mentioned in
‘the enclosw'e to my memorandum of April 4y 1944.
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Oﬂice Memomndﬂm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO . Assistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark DATE: May 1 6 1944
FROM : J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

SUBJECT: JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON
CIVIL RIGHIS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to your memorandum dated April 4, 1944, requesting
certain additional investigation in this case, 4

For your information, there is transmitted hsrewith“a'COpy of the re-
port of Special Agent Harvey Fenstermacher, dated May 9, 1944, at Savannah,
Georgia, in the above entitled matter.

Please advise whether you desire additional inquiries conducted in
this matter. X = =

: TE=I0=7
RECEIVE]I SR i
Enclosure v~ RECEIVED | DEPAT AL ; &G
MAY 4. 8 IQMJ‘ :1 r |\rMAY 6 i 3_,2'@’?0
: ROTNEM 1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

REPORT MADE AT

TITLE

" JAMES ¥IT(HELL

FILE NO.

GIA I 1 O S .

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MADE

| savamin, ceoRera | SAAN | 5AAL | HAKWEY FENSTEReAOHER

CHARACTER OF CASE

' CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

REFE REHCE:

DETAIUS:

WALTER SANFORD advised he did not actually see
the instant shooting. Signed statement obtained
from JOB STOKES who saw subjeet fire but eould not
see vietim. Signed statement obtained from

JOHN WILLIAMS who sew viotim when shot was fired
but eo:ld not see BOHAWNCN, JOE BLLIS furnished
signed statement to effect he saw both BOHANNOW
and vietinm when ghot was fired.s DAVID STOKES not
interviewed as he had previously furnished a
sipgned statement.

‘.?ﬂ

Report of Speecial Agent WILLIAY G, KIMBROUGH
dated L/3/l); at Savennah

Memo from Bureau deted L/20/);

All the following interviews were condusted in aecordance
with instrueticng in énelosure to referenced memorsndum,

- -
WALTER SANFCRD
Toute | L ;
moor&a
furhished the following signed statement to the writor:
%R:wv::&%? smm:.n.\m‘ DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
WV aﬁﬂ—-l—é;
COFIES OF THIS REPORT | s NS f v
> ¥ I ki ME
T * | MA 71944 > \) N T
1 USA Savannsh : -k MAY TRHS o
2 sevannah E A AP L (N
'—"—;—'eﬁM‘ﬁW'—:ﬁO‘erm !
1

T—20:4
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" Graymont=8ummit
May 5, 194l

"I, 3LIER SANFOMD, make the following statement to HAWEY E,
FENSTERSACHER, JRe, Whom I know to be & Specisl Agent of the Federel
Bureau of Investigation. Yo threats or promiges have been used

to induce me to make a statement and I lmow that Any tutm

I do peke may be used in ama't;

"Om the evening of July 3, 1943 I received a nungo from

W. .. DAVIS to meet him at Scnford's Juke Jointe At about 10t30
oF 10ali5 P4, I met Wy L, and CORINE WILLIAUS. CORINE and I

‘left and went down the road about 200 feet from the juke joint,

We werc at the point, engeged in sexual intercourse when I heard

a ghot fireds I didn't kuow for sure whether it was a gunshot

or an cutomobile backfiring, A few minutes later, at aboubt 11.00PM
I went back to my house whioh is next door to the juke joint end
at that time my mother told me that W, L. had been ghot an.a killed
by J1E BOHANROE,

YH by smé I were ulon tﬂmﬂl and to thu best of my kmowledse
had been iu trouble mly one time prior to this.

g h.ve re-d the above m'bmnt and hmn signed it because it
is trues i '

/8/ VALTER SANFOHD
H!.trsesn
/./ HARVBY s. mmmma, sp-m Aput FBI™

 JOE STOKES

-2
furnished the following sigmed statement to the writer
' "R 1 St
May 5:

"y, JOR STOKES, make the mxeuu.-, statement to HARVEY B, FENSTERIACHER,
3H., whom I kmow to be & Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. No threats, force orviolenmce were used to force me

~ to wake thig statement and I knew that any statement I do make uay
be used in eourts
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"on & s;my nizht in the nm -r July 1943, the exact date
of which T don't remember, I want to Sanford's Juke Joint at aboub
8:00 P, I resained mt the juke joint off and on the entire
evening, At about 10:00 PM JIN BOHAINON drove wp in his car and
sat there a few minutes and then drove offs At about 11:00 it
BOHAINON came back together with his son and some other white
 men, Between 10300 Pil and 11:00 PM there had been & little ficht
© _between ARTHUR cmmmmmummmmmth fight
wag over, BOHANNON walked in the juke joint, looked arownd and
walied baek ou‘konﬁtmh- BOHANNON went wp behind W, L. DAVIS
who was talking to CLEO COTTON, and patted BTN around E____me”‘sm-m
Imhmiomﬂ'm}.. .ﬂj’m M_W

W, L, 88id "you pint zot mo rl ht to hit me. I'm not your
‘ﬁn -_I"n""l ua's man," ﬁ Figh NTE ¥ hit or tried to hit RONATNON
' - yfonghtgtwminuhlwthtgonhané :
‘tuﬂ stepped down on the srownd in fromt of the poreh end continued

fightings W, L, broke away froa BOH&!EG and wd the side
of Sanford's E’&Tﬁm%‘""‘“ the juke joint sid seemed
4 % € _ ih chiaf, “BOHANNCN, W’-
I .“"U %o head W, L. off and the chief's boy shli-ht

zmurmtorth,juh Joint and
lleqy . BUHANNOW

nouldu'tml’.l. Mxm-ﬂth -g_, po
e~d & few second after W. L.~ g ouse I sew BOHANNON
Lligr and shoot 1n the dir mvimn’l.l..nnq .
| BOHAYNON then drew & lime on the sround and told everyone present
not to go past it and he and his boy and the other white man left,
mmmalmwmmmmw.m.xnu:hudmm

th‘:},fo.‘ﬂ.
iy

"9he above m-.-m has been read ‘I:o ne by Special Agent PONSTLRIACHER
and I have signed this pt;o and initialed one othnr page because
it is tnm

Ja/ 308 STOKES
Witnessed: _ R 5
/8/ HATVEY E, FENSTERIACHER, JR,, Spéeial Agent FBI"

JOHN WILLIAMS
Tovte & I

ch&e

rurnhlwd ﬁu tnno'ing n!.gand mhmnt to tlu writer:
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"Rty 1 Swmit
May 5, 19k

"y, JONN WILLIAWS, make the following statement to HARVEY B,
FENSTETMACHER, Jn., whom I know to be a Speeial Agent of the
Federal Buremu of Investigation. No threats, force or violence
htnmundteindmmhmhtmtmntmﬂl realize that
any statement I do make may be used in eourts

"On the evening of July 3, 1943 at about G:00 P¥ I went down to
fonford'e Juke Joint to see Chisf of Police JT¥ BOHANRON and to
ask him to ride me out to my farm. I thought the ehief waes at
ceni'ords because when I was uptown buying groceries I saw him
drive in that direction, When I arrived at Sanford's BOMAWNCN, his
son end some white man I do not know were getting in BOHANNOK's

car and getting ready to leaves BOHANNON told me to wait and he

 would return and take me homes Chief BOHANNON oame baeck in about

‘sée T he had amything in Chems T

10 or 15 minutes and walked inside of Sanford's Juke Joint, mmmn
searched ELDON ROUNDTHEE and then came up %o the side L P
DAVIS and yeached out both hands & s i

m&muurmmm mmaeutu« of the juke
joint but I sew W, ush the ¢ m_#w_fg#

T e e . X
s Lo DB of 00T, on the
oreh end then ocame on the ground f"“" fm% of !E'i’ poreh anE were
stiTl seuffling and it lovked as though W, L. was trying to get
awayve We Lo m;r broko auy_m ran umnl the side ot sonford's

e juke” joi IANNON yelled 5
§ 'boy wes nm;r

: o d & rleshlight in ome hend and & pistol in the
other am! hc mt *bo the corner of the house arownd whieh W, L,

had disappeared and shined the light in tlu direstion W, L, had
sope and ok around tHE GOINET s time I eould

not see m-.m Chief m nl' We Ls In a MMF L
case running out and jut when he got where I eould see him I
heard & pletol Muﬂ'ﬂ. L, spun around and fell flat on. hig.
vaok and didn't move sgaim, While this entire thin; took plaoc
I wag shndlng in front of Sanford's Juke doints

"I beve known W, L, DAViS nll-ny life and sz far as I kuow he
had never been in any fights or any other troubles

"1 have bhad the above statement eonsisting of almost one and one



 Witness:
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nelf (13) seges reed unww Agent FENSTR/MACHER and I have
signed this page and initialed one other page and all correstions as
the above facts are trues

 /of 5o WILLIAVS

o/ Bnaey B PENSTERACIER, JR, < Speeial Agent FEI "

JOHN mm was speeifically questioned in sertain unintt
in hi! statement which varied from the statement taken from JOE STUX 5 but
he saintaived that hit ltatmt was tm in every details

JOR ELLIS
n‘mm Gao‘rggl.n
MM th- following signed 'htmnt to the writer:
T A m.u. make the rqnwing stetenent to HAIVEY E. PENSTT %7 TER,
JR., whom I kmow to be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureeu Ji'
. Investigation, No threats, foree or violemce have been used to lnduce

-mtamhu-hmmxbmthtnyltatmnttda mhemybo
uue. in oourks

"I live et Rte 2 lmt, gas  On July 5, 191;3 I went to Saufori's
Juke Joint just €z it was getting dark, About B:30 or 9:00 " Chisf
- of rolice JIM BOHANRON dmmhmﬁrﬂ‘l and sat in his car and
looked eyound and then dreve away. About 10:15 or 10:30 BOHANNCE again came
to Senford's together with his boy and some other white man whose nome I
do not kmow, BOHANNON got out of the ear amdwent in to Sanford’s Juke
Joint and I didn't see him for a fow minuter, Tn a f'"'nl'm‘bos BOTANTCN
“‘ _DAVIS-came-cut of the f¥ont door of
aling, thev tuss & few moments end W, I, appeared to be trv!n* to
Bet ARy, W:‘::. noved to the rround in front of & afe 'y
ETTT ¥ussling and still on their feet and W, L. got away and w-o towards
the far side of Sanford's hom which ig next door to the juke joint,
_ &;wﬂ ren after W, L, und ¥ : : lm to W
(9_:‘. BOUANNON had a flash i ‘one Mnm&%'ﬁw
1 ; iight wntil m&&,‘_m ghoty BOHAWNCH ghot
et 't TR » L, was running to the side of Sanford’s house whioh is fartherest
n-oathc :}m.j 1ty 1 mbnthmﬂnlot M'._L. ttﬂutum r!ftmm
hi‘wrm fhen HOHARNOY sh SOHANNON °W"E"rm*nf /
Mchnwumd«m:m:lm jnml‘lll. Le wes
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a couwple of feet past the front of the house on the other side.

BUHANNON was about 20 or 25 feet behind W, L, wham he shot and BOHANNON
was trotting rether slowly, I was leaning on the gate in front of Sanford's

house énd eould gee both men the mt'ire time after they cane out ui‘ the

juke joint. .

"I have kmown W, L. most of uy nz'g nnt as for 1 know he has only been
in one other fight and that was not his fault,

' "0on ome other secasion I know of, mm slapped my deushter and I
don't think it was necessarys

"gpeoiml Agent FENSTERMACHER has rud the above mtmnt wnauﬂas of-
about one and ome=third (1 1/3) peges to me and I have placed wy mark
on this and one othnrptgohma it utrmmleerrwt

Ju xnns
his mark

Wiiness:
/a/ HEBVEY E. msrmmmn' JdRe, apnul Agent FRI Sunm, das"

BELLIS was interviewed reletive to eertain points in his
statement which differed from statements previously taken from other witnesses
but he mintaimd that hie statement was true in every detail,

DAVIS STOKES, m# 1, Summit, .surpll. wag not interviewed

and n- sizned statement obtained inaguueh as ln had previocusly i‘umishsll a
signed statement whieh is conteined in referenced nyorh '
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation May 31, 1944

Assistant Attorney Gemersl Tom C. Clark TCC :EB3 JBT
Uy=20-9

Jemes Mitchell Bohannon;

" CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

<
~

This will acknowledge receipt of your memorandum
of May 16, 19Ll, enclosing a report of Special Agent Harvey
Fenstermacher in the above case,

In the original report of Special Agent Joseph P,
Benson dated February 1, 19l);, reference is made to the finde
ings of the Army Medical Board, the Army medical record, the
investigative report of Lieutenant Ralph Willis and copies of
the statements of witnesses as obtained in the Army record of
Private Willie Davis, Please obtain copies of all the material

in the Army records relative to this case.

\\E“J@.ﬂ —

SREOF usTIC
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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation June 27, 1944
Tom Co Clark, Assistant Attorney Gemeral TCC s EB MO
James Mitchell Bohamnon 1447-20-9

'B_O i .LIE
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s’rm FORM ND. 64

= -'(_:"‘-'\.‘ '
'Oﬁice Mem’mzdﬂm . UNITEm ATES GOVERNMENT
TO : Assistant Attorney General Tom Cu qlqm VAN pare, Juiy 14 =
\\,\
FROM : J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Fe:ieral Bureau of Investigation

SUBJECT: JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Please refer to your memoranda of April 4 and April 13, 1944,
requesting certain investigation in this matter and to my reply thereto of
May 16, 1944.

For your further consideration, I am forwarding a copy of an
investigative report prepared by Special Agent Reed W. Thompson, dated
July 1, 1944, at Charlotte, North Carolina. TYou will note that a copy of the
report of Special Agent Harvey Fenstermacher, dated May 9, 1944, at Savanne.h,
Georgia, was forwarded to you with my memorandum of May 16, 1944.

No further investigation in this case will be conducted in the em
absence of your specific instructions. b /44 - 20 7
< && Sp—
¢
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1 :
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

" ) d FILE NO. II :I I I
REPORT MADE AT : I‘..'A‘I'E WHEN MADE ; PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY “ \
WHICH MADE
CHAGLOTTE | Tedelily | GeRBlly NEED ¥. THOMPSON
-

TITLE ¥ : CHARACTER OF CASE

JAMES MITOHELL BOMANNON CIVIL AIGHTS AMD DOMESTIC
: : : : VIOLENCE
K WILLIS L. y < R o e inducted rg: Ue 8.
iﬁ?z ah 34,059 attached
to the Detachment w M ALy Depot
Training Station, New Urleans, La. jﬁms,

0N, of Sumnit, Ga.,
mprrultor;muammm
character mnmm
"lu ‘tatthcd‘m. The servise record
A " Army Medical Zecord,
mmmnmmmda:m.mmmm
with signed statements of mam&wm

outs Amy umupm Mﬂﬂ tm—
REFRAENCE: Bmm File #LL=8L0. »
: letters from Bureau, 3-2-Ll, and G-IMI:
DETAILSs ' A'r HICH POIM He Lo
b 8 4
Hiss MACHMILD 'y of the Special Service

Office, War Department, was contacted, ard she advised that the
mmwt%mm.mmmmuammv. Se
Army on No » by Local fioard 2, fest Palm Baasch,
Florida. was ummu,nwm.mmm,
19k, m he was assigned Army Serial Mumbor 3L,059,05k, and :

s BEENET S

APPROVED AND 3 N\ SPECIAL AGENT

FORWARDED: "M .CHARGE 5 DO NOT, WM‘I'E";N THESE SPACES
: : /% =¥ T "8 6’ & 0
COPIES OF THIS REPORT * i h;‘ X
| 2 v —t'-“;’ 54 ¥,
Cp“' L : EPARTMENT \ ,
3 -~ Savanngh ; > A : - WL 15 \E}""i
2 - Charlotte BIVISI (1F RECOH(S
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attached to the Engineers at Fort Leonard food, Missourd. On February 18,
1912, DAVIS was transferred to the Uetachment bedical Department, Air Dspot
Training Station, New Orleans Army Air Dase, lew Orleans, Lonisiana, DAVIS,
according to his record, was a Technician Fifth Orades. —

DAVIS cbtained a furlough which was authorized for & period of
fourteon days, from July 1, 193, to July 1k, 1943, inclusive. He returned
! Summit, Osorgia, vhere his mother is residing.
OnthlnluheotMri lm,nwad.-hé;ui oitey While at & juke
mww&,mmmmw hief of Police JAMES MITCHSLL
: o The Subject made a statement at this time that he was on duty
and that about midnight he received a report that there was a disturbance
in

of the juke joint. Subject followed DAVIS, and
after s {ew words, according to Subject, DAS hin with his bare
hands, st which time Subject shot and DAVIS.

The following investigative report was submitted by First
Tdeutenant ZALPH B, WILLIS:

"Camp Gordon, Ceorgia
11 August 1943

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION IN THE CASE OF T/Sth Grade Willie L. Lavis, 3L05905k,

Detachwent, Medical Vepsriment, ADTS, New Orleans Army Air Basce, New Orleans,

Louisiana, (Deceased): | |

1, Pursuant to verbal instructions from the Fost Adjutant a trip was made

goldier. The ce were contacted, but knew nothing whatscever of
the accident, The Sheriff of Emanuel Sounty could not be contacted.

2. On € July 193 another trip was made to “wainsboro, Ueorgia accompanied
by a Nedical Officer from the Station Hospital a=d a member of the Post
CQuartermaster Detachments The Sheriff was contacted and it was learped
that the deceased, T/Sth Orade ¥illie L. Uavis, had been shot by the
m.rumﬂ.m.umnm««mtmmum
1943 The remains were resting at Pughsley's Funeral Home. The Medical
;l.;’n;ar performed an autopsy, a copy of which L8 attached as Inclosure

-2
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3. The Sheriff was contacted as was Chief Bohamnnan at the Sheriff's Office
in Swainsboro., Chief Bohannan made a statement in the Sheriff's presence

on the 6th of July 1943. His statement discloses that he fired one shot
which killed T/5th grade fillie Lee Davis. He stated the reason ror

shooting the man was that he thought that the soldier was ‘going to attack

hin. His statement further reveals that the soldler was not drunk and not -
disorderly other than using rrofane langmage towards Chief Bohanman,
Chief' Sohannan states that the soldier attempted to grab his sin and it was
then that he struck him across the face and the soldier ran, Chief
Bohannan pursued him around the corner of the building where he said the
soldier stopped. fThe Chief stated that when the séldier advanced towards

him with no weapon other than his bare hands he shot him. killing him |
instantly. The Sheriff instructed the Investigating Officer that no inquest /
had Been held nor would one be held unless the soldier's family swore out s
warrant against Chief Bohannan. Upon the Investigating Officers repeated |
request for death certificate one was made out that date, 6 July 1943, copy {
of which is attached as Inclosure No. 2.

L. As no inguest had been held the only witness that could be located was
contacted and his statement is attached as Inclesure Ho. 3. This witness
was Willie Murl Brown, a white civilian, who was present with the Sheriff
on the night of 3 July 1943. His statement reveals that he was not an
eye witness at the scene of the shooting. It was dark. That he saw the
colored soldier running from the Chief of Folice, but did not hear the
soldier make any statement or wmhﬁa Chief nor did he hear

the Chief say anything to the soldier. After seeins the soldier run he then

héard the shot and when he walked over to the Chief of Folice he saw the
goldier dead, lying on the ground.

Se repeated efforts, both lonz distant calls and written communications
to the ff on the date of 19 July T9L3, the attached letter of Sheriff

Pe Lo Ioauna and the coroners inquest were received at this headquarters.
These are attached as Inclosures No. k and 5 mmeti.uly.

b &mthor long distant call and written communicaticon was made to Sheriff
Youmans requesting statemerts made by the witnesses that appeared before

the coroners jury. These were received on the date of 9 Aurust 1943 and

are attached as Inclosures No. 6 and 7. They were the statements of
Jonathan Stokes and Joe Ellis, both of which stated that the Chief of Police,
Sohannan, shot the soldier when he ran from him. They both state that the
Chief struck the soldier, apparently, without reason and wher the soldier
objected and grabbed at the Chief that the Chief struck him azain at which
time the aoldhr ran, the Chief of Police pursuing him.



ht of presented snd the m' Andifferent. '
i attitode taken L”‘ vil Muu, 1% 1s the of the investdjating
3 m Daviy was

Pom'. own sworn Statement nﬁnrmtwmmm
s however, he believes that the soldier had had & drink. The Chief
-ul- o atemrt o arrest this man as shown by his statement ard due to tho
i slize of the Chlar, _conparison to that of lolﬂm' 4t 15 the ¢ :

L]

tifiably ot ‘killed. Chier of )‘

| ofthe tigating Officer that the Unief could have wiile’ an FIeh 1:
| hé'had s dlling the .. as he stated the seldicr had stopped
\ : _shot, . a ‘white civilian prasent with —
hilltthatln&hll ] ofﬂuqi.nimmtthnﬁdhr

beon revcssary. The soldier at
attack the Chiefs A knife

with & broken handle and very dull mum-d from the pants pocket of the
did m-mmmw-wtmmuw s

8/s Ralph B, Willis
1fsu.,cm

_ o Investigasing Officer
7 Incls.

l-mmmm '
a-mmwm.rurmumm

3 - Statement of ¥illie Murl Browm.

'; Ltre fre Jheriff P, L. Youmans.
6
7

- Coroners inquest.
-wmwamm.
-mmaaumh- _

DNCLOSURE Masber 1 o "STATION HOSFITAL
; CAMP GONDON, GEORGIA
| AUTORSY PROTOCOL
MME  Davis, WL1le T ASN13L0S90%k _gr_n;:rmh ars
AGEs 26 SEXsWale  RAGE: Colored NATIVITY: Georgla
DIED: = July 35 19L3 at mteh 11155 Pe M. ACC ROy Aedi3-29
Mmsiw h“?.u.‘tmmmmu“.m'mo
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 CLINICAL DIAGNOSIS
Townd, penetrating, from plutol bullet, of the left chest.
. PATHOLOGIGAL DIAGMGSIS

HESPIRATORY SYSTEMs 1. MEMOTHORAX, LEFT, SEVETE,

2, WOUMD, WITH COMPIETE PRNBTAATION OF TAE UPPER
LR OF TR LaPT LUNO.

3. HUPTURN, TRAUMATIC, IEFT MAIN STEM BRONCHUS.

VASOULAR SYSTEM: RUPTUIE, TRAWMATIC, LEFT, PULMONARY ARTER.
MISCELLANEQUS 3 WOUND, PENRTRATING, PHOM FISTOL BULLET, POINT OF ENTRANCE
- | THIKD LEFT INTESCOSTAL SPACE ANTERIOR LINE;

HOUND DIIECTED DORWAID, MEDIALLY AND POSTERIORLY
FASSING THROUOM THE UFFER LOBE OF LEFT LURG, LEFT
LUNC HILAR BEOTON AND: LODOIRO IN BODY OF FIFTH DORSAL
- VERTEBRA, g
NOTE: = Due to the fact that there was only one wound, only the chest and
- its contents were examined. . :

' CLINICAL g _ _
' This previously healthy seldier was killed instantly when shot in
the chest by a law-enforcement officer at Summit~Oraymont, Osorgia.

He was a member of the “edical Detachment, Alr Depot Training
“tatdon, New Orlesns Amy Air Base, Yew “rleans, Loulsiana.

GEEERALS



point of exit, The tiseues are fim avd fized, the soldier having

PRIMARY INCISION: -

.

A straight midline fneision is mede from the suprasternal rotch
to a point 1 inch below the Xyphold process. The subcutaneous
fat is average in amount and the muscles are well developed.

The periecardial cavity sppeared normal and had not been emtered
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The third left intercostal mu presents a 1.5 om. penstrating
wound. The penetrating object is lodged in the body of the

 sixth dordal vertebrae causing a shatteringo bony tissue at

its point of entry to the bone.. ﬁunhnopmwuitr
the bore. _ v

This previously hnlt.b lom-r was mm imhntly when struck
with & pistol bullet in the left chest, Autopsy revealed a
peratrating wound passing through the upper lobe of the left
lung, the laft hilar region striking the left main stem bronchus
and pulmonary artery, and the penetrating object lodged in the
body of the sixth dorsal vertebra.

S/ James B, Witherington,
lein' Med. Corps. AsUS."

Th- following signed statement made under oath by Chief of Folice

James ¥itchel Bohannman, was obtained from the Service Record:

| WAFFIDAVIT:

"Before mo, the mﬂlp-d{ suthorized by law toulntninm oathes in cases

of this character,

reonally appeared:

Chief of Folice JAMES WITCHEL BOMANNAN |
Resident of “wamit, Georgla, address P.0. Box 94
This 6th day of July, 1943 who bdeing duly sworn w. as follows:

I, Yames Mitchel Bohanna, Chief of Folice of Uraymont and
Sumsait, Ga. was on duty on Saturday nipght, July 3rd. About
nidnishtitmnmhdmuthtttmﬂmnm.h
2 juke joirt in the outskirts of Swmit. Upon investigation I
maemmummmmmum,mam
to the juke joint as there was still some disorder. luring
my investigaticn of the disorder the cohrul soldier, Willie

“1-
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lee Uavis interfered by using profane language. is remarks
were not. ad directly to me but wars mentioned in such
a tone of volce it was possible for me to hear hime As I
started ont of the juke joint, the soldier was standing on the
porch. As 1 passed him, my hand struck his pocket and I noticed
he had a knife. When I felt the knife in his pocket he then
struck me on the chin with his fist, I spun around and hit
him across the face with the back of my hand. He then
reached out and grabbed my arm ard attempted to twist it
around my back and attempted to throw me to the ground. I
broke loose and wo crossed again. He attempted to grap my gun,
but I knooked his arm away. e then grebbed me aguin for
the second time to obtain my gun. When this attempt was
unsuccessful, he then eursed saying thet he was going to
get & weapon and ran around the corner of the building.
4 _civilian, Willie Brown and my son, James Mitchel Bohannan,
Jr, ﬁﬁvfﬁ‘iﬁﬂ:_m them to chase the colored
soldier and ran after him myselfs, I went around the corner
of the bullding By the use of ¥ flashlight, located him by
the fence attempting to pull loose one of the boards to use.

f
?
:
;
a

Sworn and subscribed to me 5/s James Nitchel Bohennan
this 6th day of July, 19L3. _Chief of Polige'

RALPH B. WILLIS

ist Lt, Cavalry

SUMMARY GOURT OFFICER
S0 18k PAR 15 22 AUG, L2+

"The followirg questions were asked Mr. Sohannan by the Investigating
Officer in connection with his statement: '
Qe Chief, was Mr. Brown with io_u when you shot this boy? _
As T cannot say whether he was an eye witness or not. He was
about ten or fifteen feet from us. My mon stated that he saw the
whole m- g ' ; ;
e
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- Qe
Ae

Qe

de

Qe
Ae
Ge
A

Qe

o =

Ao

Qe
Ao

Chief, was this colored soldier advancing on you full faced?

Yot L &mmtngmnlﬂtﬂww
#ﬁmmm.

Chief, was the soldier in a crouching position or was he
8 g upright. :

I could not answer. I could not recall exactley.

Chief, udmh:wmrmmchtat the time th.-mm shot?
No, I put it in my pocket. .

Tas there any lrtiﬂohl.ughﬂ

Yes, there was an outeide 1ight runnin: between the two buildings,

Although the shooting took place sround the corner of the
building, the reflection was such ﬂut i mld see c‘luﬂ.y

Chief, when you noticed that thismm M,mtd&dm

- then do? -

mtiﬁtmingi" dmhhﬁw'ﬁtomﬂnwm
tell hin to call the Sheriff and tell him what I did. iowever,

muumm wwm-mu Patrols I

After ruprtins ﬁo
and told his uncle
uncle sald to turn

in Swainsboro, They came and got tre

Chief, do you have the names of any other witnesses other than

No, Sire 3
How old is your son?
He will be Tifteen in September.

o
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Qo What does ¥r. Brown do?

As nommumsmnmmamucmmw He is
madmmmumumlmm
disturbance,

Q. Chief, was any doctor called mmuﬂaml

A+ Mo sir, there was no doctor availables

Qe Chief, was this soldier drunk.

Ao &u&mdumngmthmmmmfhm.

Qe Gm-r. didyeuattupthmthh oolﬁ.ar‘!

ke W Wr, X 608 voh hive Siiee. Then T Tousid kin between Ve Lence

 attempting to pull off the board, I told him to cume out but
Iihlmtnuhumthuhmrnrmtorthnxmu
arrest Mim. i

s/--a,m-umum

BT Unief of Police

mmmtam. this.

4th day of July, 19L3.

RALPH Bo WITLIS -

lat Lt, O

SOMMARY COURT OPFICER
sauhm1sazam..u-

m:lmnlo.shth. i.nwmnu.u nportmtho statenent of
mmumn.mmnquuurmu:_

e, muwum civilian mm::guarmm ih.nu
in the “of “hief Bohannan on the night of July 3rd whem
 ¥)ie ,;ulorndnllhrmnud. 1 wae in the car

umtmomm-m;emmmxwmmm«
I would ride with him to see what the trouble was. When wo
arrived nt_t.h- au_ln Joins, thoCh:l-_r gqtout-atthomm



e T———

Qe
A
Qo

Mre M,Mmuthif!ﬂtﬂnmgﬂmﬁofmuﬂ
After I hoard the pistol shote _

¥as the car parked so ihatmmumm{h- Chief shot?
No sir,

Did you see the ﬂuh of the gun?

Mo, sir.

mmw what time of day was this?

I imagine 1% was about 11130,

fi:g there any artificial light on the m‘l

Yo, sir. ;

Nre Brown, did you see the soldier come oot of the building.
No, I did not. _

When was the first time you saw the soldier?

When the soldier ran around the Chdef's car,

¥ss the soldler seared and mmming? |

Ro, sir.
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Qe
he
Qe

Aw

Qe
Ao
e
Ae
, Q.
Ao
Ceo
A
Ce
Ae

MMWWMMWMrnW?
lo,ﬁiro'

mmurnrhadnthnmmumtmmmhorﬂa
Juke joint?

Imummmﬁimdmmbmlmumtmm
people standing on it,.

Yid you see the Chief and this soldier hit each other?

Mo, sirs o '

l'hunmwthnaolﬁormmmmm#m:wm

T did not say anythinge

¥as the soldier facing the Chief when he fell?

Fe was. | ol b

thﬂ%m“hwmmumdmbﬁw

Tas. '

Mm'm Mhrﬂhrﬂ'ﬁmmr

Coming from around the corner of the building towards the car.
‘ 5/s willie Wurl Srown

A CESTIFIED TRUE COPY
TALPH B m

1ot Lt

SUMMARY COUH mm

The following letter tmw Pa Lo wumu-- listed as
Enclosure No. L in the investigative report:
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“IAe falph B. WiXMe . 17103
m;aw Swalnsboro, Ua.
Camp Gordon Cae e
Dear Sirs

Find enclosed a
held for the murder of uﬂﬁfi‘wmﬂﬁ?‘tmt
Summitt, Oa. and signed by coroner (s A. Coleman.

non_m-u-mumw
Yours truly,
8/8 Pe Lo Youmans Shorifi®
Mummﬂdwmn Mdlttd-ldym,
1943 at Jwainsboro, Georglat

mmmmmsmhbum“ummm
pistol shot wound inflicted by Chief Je Me Bohanran of Graymont
Summit, Oae who was justifisble in his sct.
This July 10th, 1943 . |
swww»mmmumnrmrm:
Hope Durden - Forman |

Edward Wizgine
Halter Lee

Cecdl Rainey

Curtis Mincey
Buck Hrown

mmmu»mwc.x.m Coroner for Emmrual
County, Swainsboro, leorgia." ; :

Enclosure No. 6 was the statement made by JONATHAN STOKES at
Swainsboro, Gou-g_h, on Ty 193« It is quoted as follows:

e
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"State of Oeergia
County of Emanuel

Zhen the trouble started Mr. Sohammon walked in the juke and
ﬂ.L.mtwtmdlmmamuplmztﬂnbmﬁMwﬂa
porch and was talking $0 a girl. Then Bohanrion walked wp
to him and began to search hime. #. L. Says "You haven't any
business searching me, I'm Uncle Sam's Man", Uhen he said that
thohhtn:mdw.n.uﬂ!s_&qllmmiuk. By that time
they were oif the porch on the ground tussling. W. L. broke
loose and and lre Bohammon and his boy the flash
light on ~and run behind him. And that is know aboat
ite ¥ L. had run a around by the well. I was standing only a
turfntwinn‘r Bohannon shot ¥« L.

5/¢ Jonathan Stokes

Sworn %o and subscribed before me at Swalnsboro, Gs., thls, the
Tth day of August, 19L3.

5/s Mrs, Howard Robert".
At the end of this statement “reriff YOUMAN had written:
"Dear Sirs
These are the only 2 witness that I have been able
to contact, as they are scatte every where. But at hearing
they all testified about the same as these two.
8/8 Py Lo Youmans Shf,"
The following signed statement was obtained by Sheriff YOUMAY and

was listed as inclosure Nos 7 in the investigative report of Firet Lisutenant
RALPH B, WILLIS:

wmxw . "8/6/43 Swainsboro, Ga.
mmmmﬁ-mhmw.n.m&w

Je M, Sohannon at Summitt, Oa. The first thing L sawwas
;M&MMI.L.I: amtsmmnutnm

~1le



M_Mhumhatmrmpmh Then they both went off poreh
. on ground to gathere W. L. Davis tore loose from Chief & run

round house & Chlef shouted. !Head him off & boy flashed light ;
hm (Wols) & Chief followed him around house & was not a word
wﬂmmm:mtolmtmﬂmd.&? Le was
shot, ImmnIcmmmmmmetmdm
~or said. : i .

a

Jog X Ellis
- mark

gﬁ

Witness by P, L. Youmans Sheriff"

The Invuﬁntiw report reflected tigt the soldier WILLIE LU
DAVIS was absent with authority; that his furlough started at 5200 p.m.,
‘June 30, 1943, and was o terminate at midnight July 15, 19k3. At the
time ot his hth he was within the territorisl limits indicated by the
authorisation to be absent. At the Lime of death the soldier was not under
the influence of intoxicante, and the use of intoxicants was not the
proximate cause. The soldler was not mnder the influence of drugs, and
drugs was rot the proximate cause of death. urd:lnctoth-
investigative report was exercising ressonsble care for his own
He was not violatin ;ﬁyﬂ.;ﬁl “or military law, nor milita ordln
or inStractions, or verbal and $hat a vislation wao not the proxi-
mate cause, - The | uélifcr'“i death was not due to gross carelessness or
negligence and that he was mentally sound at the time of death. The
togﬂw;ng remarks were m w the 1nmﬁmﬁns officer, Mirst Lieutenant
RA » WILLIS: '

. Yo blood nulytll was made substantiating as to whether drugs
or aleohel was present in the blood as the sutopsy was held three
days after the death. The deceased had beer embalmed when this

wus performed. Chief Dohanpan in his sworn statement
te ﬁnetu-t Private DAVIS was not drunk. MM
of the Investigating Officer that Private Davis was
fiably killed. This report was approved by Colomel HEABE R‘l‘ W,
m, cmding Oftioar. R

The following 1nwmmuﬁn. FPRANXLIN D, ROOSEVELT :
was written by Private WILLIZ LZE DAVISY mother, and wus on record with the
scldier's service regord: :

o, S
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The service record disclosed that Private WITLIR L, DAV

born November 25
ETHEL DAVIS,
500 6th 5

15,

fis mother vas listed as

s and his uncle was listed as DAN MCOLAIN

718, at Canochee, Osorgia.
Deach, Florida,

s
¢
troet, Fest Paln

The following description of DAVIS was obtained from his service

records
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Lyas > Brown
Hadr : ; Black
Complexion Colored
Marital Status : Single
Occupation ' Cook

« HEFERRED UPON COMPLETION T0 CFFICE OF ORIOIN o

- h
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September 29, 1944
James ¥itchell Deobhannon -
CIVIL KIGHIS AND DORESTIC VI

Het

"

Jo Baxton Uaniel, “squire
Undted States Attorney

v h, sorgia

Daar Wr.

TCC1ELsALH

For the Attorney Ueneral,
TOM C. CLASK,
Assistant Attorney (eneral

LB

f33}
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(Date)

DEPARTMENT OF JULTICE

The Department of Justice announces the filing today in the U. S.
District Court at Dublin, Georgia, of an information charging James Mitchell
Bohannon, Chief of Police for the town of Summit, Georgia, with a violation
of the Civil Rights Statutes in the killing of Willie L. Davis, a Negro soldier.

The information, filed on behalf of the government by U.5. Attorney
J. Saxton Daniel, alleges that Bohannon, "acting under the color of law", shot
Davis without provocation on the night of July 3, 1943. The police official
had been called to a Negro roadhouse on the outskirts of Summit to restore order,
the information states. After order had been restored, but while still acting
as Chief of Police, Bohannon "wilfully, unlawfully and without provocation"
shot and killed Davis with a pistol.

A coroner's inquest was held following the shooting, but no prosecu-
tive action was taken by State authorities. The case was then referred to the
Department of Justice by the War DuMnnt. The Federal government assumes
jurisdiction on the theory that the slain man was deprived of his life without
due process of law in violation of the Fourteenth Amendment, and charges the
defendant, Bohannon, under Section 52, Title 18, U. S. Code.

Today's action was authorized by Assistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark
in charge of the Criminal Division, following investigation by the FBI and
Army authorities.
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Director, ‘ederal Bureau of Investigation September 29, 1944

- Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attormey Oenersl  TCCsEBIAEN
Jamos ¥itchell Bohannen - _ 144205

CIVIL AIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VICLENCE.

The Criminal Division is now contemplating prosecution in the
above case. I note Shat the roport of Speciul Agent Heed .
Thomoson. dated July 1, 1944, mm appesr to have been sent to
the United States Attorney at Sivamah. Plesse farnish him with a
uayatm.mtupm“mmm 4
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

Tera, 194_
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, :
Plaintiff : ;
Ve : No.
JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON, ' Criminal Information
Defendant H
INFORMAT Gl

Comes now J. Saxton Daniel, United States Attorney for the
Southern "dstrict of Ceorgia, leave of Court having been first
had and obtained, and respectfully informs the Court for and in
behalf of the United States of America: That on or about the 3rd
night of July, 1943, at Summit, in Emanuel County, State of Georgla,
in the Southern District of Georgia, and within the jurisdiction
of this Court, JAMES MITCHILL BOHANNON, who was then and there duly
appointed Chief of Police, employed by the County of Zmanuel, acting
under color of the laws and statutes of the State of Ceorgia, and
the ordinances and regulations of the County of Emanuel, creating
the office of Chief of Police, and prescribing the duties of said
office, did wilfully, unlawfully and wrongfully, under color of
the laws, statutes, ordinances, regulations and customs of the State
of Georgia and of the County of Emanuel, creating the office of
Chief of Police, and prescribing the duties of said office, subject
#illie L. Davis, a Negro citizen and inhabitant of the State of
Georgla and of the United States, and « member of the armed forces,
to the deprivation of rights, privileges, snd immunities secured
and protected to the said Willie L. Davis by the Constitution and



e

laws of the United States, to wit, the right to be secure in his
person and to be immune from illegal assault and battery; the

right and privilege not to be deprived of liberty and life without
due process of law; the right and privilege not to be denied equal
protection of the lawj the right and privilege not to be subjected
to different punishments, pains and penalties by reason of his

race and color than are prescribed for the punishment of citizens,
all of said rights, privileges, and immunities, being secured to
the said Willie L, Davis by the Fourteenth Amendment to the Consti-
tution of the United States as against any person vested with and
acting under the authority of the State of Oeorgia; that is to
_say, that on the night of July 3, 1943, at approximately 11:00 p.nm.,
the defendant was summoned to restore order at a Negro roadhouse

on the outskirts of Summit, that after order had been restored,

but while acting as Chief of Police, sald defendant willfully,
unlawfully, and wrongfully and without provoecation, shot and killed
Willie L. Davis with a pistol; contrary to the form of the statute
in such case made and prm&d againzt the peacs and dignity of the
United States (18 U.S.C. §52).

 J. OAKTON DANIEL,
~ United States Attorney
Southern District of Georgia
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY /M7
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA | = Otvrsr

i (O

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA f (

§

October 2, 1944 / R

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D, C.

Sirs:
Re: James Mitchell Bohannon,

Civil Rights and Domestic Violence
Dept. of J, filet 144-20-9

o
|

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of September 29,
1944, in the above stated matter, enclosing form of information
to be signed and filed, together with briefs and memoranda of
decisions.

This matter is being handled by Assistant United States
Attorney Henry H. Durrence, and frankly, I am not familiar with the
facts. Mr. Durrence was of the opinion that the facts as shown by
the report of Federal Bureau of Investigation are insufficient to
warrant prosecution.

J

Owing to the fact that I am leaving tomorrow for Atlanta to
be there two or three days, and the further fact that we are overrun
with work, being short an assistant, I find it impossible to review
the file and study same in view of the memoranda, etc. that you for-
warded to me. Therefore, I ask that you be paitient until we have
had time to fully consider the matter of filing the accusation. In
this kind of case it is most difficult to secure a conviction and I
would not like to sign the accusation and proceed in this case without
knowing what I am doing, and I know the Attorney General would not like
me to do so., As soon as I have carefully analyzed the case, you will
hear from me further as to my opinion in the matter,

Respectfully

s ¢4fi;g, j/<’t;:ti—1L4‘sz‘ ~2432j -ZETZE;'
Un:J.I;T ;dsgjt[:’.?;;gnﬁginey i 4‘9_1 —_' ;—_’—:&Hﬁ:—?_

W
- OCT 4 1944

y

%‘H/vm
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U—LL . D’ L C] /

i {4y
by

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
washington, D, C.

Sir:

Ret James Mitchell Bohannon, |
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence ¥

Dept, of Js filet 114=~20-9 [ 5

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of Sept.ambér 29,
1944, in the above stated matter, enclosing form of information
to be wigned and filed, together with briefs snd memoranda of
decisions.

This matter is Delng handled by Assistant United States
Attorney Henry H., Durrence, and frankly, I am not familiar with the
facts. lMr, Durrence was of the opinion that the facts as shown by
the report of Federali Bureau of Investigation are insufficlent to
warrent prosecution,

- Owing to the fact that I am leaving tomorrow for Atlanta to
be there two or three days, and the further fact that we are overrun
with work, being short an assistant, I find it impossible to review
the file and study same in view of the memoranda, etc, that you fore
warded to wme, Therefore, I ask that you be paitient until we have
had time to fully consider the matter of filing the accusation. In
this kind of case it is most difficult to secure a conviction and I
would not like to sign the accusation and proceed in this case without
knowing what I am doing, and I know the Attorney General would not like
me to do so. As soon as I have carefully analyzed the case, you will
hear from me further as to my opinion in the matter,

Respect fully

J. Saxton Daniel
United States Attorney
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'nl.re_ctd, Federal Bureau of Inmtipﬂcn & Oetobor é.a, 1944
' : . tEBIAEY
Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attorney General Lby=2

James itchell Bohannon - CIVIL AIGHIS AND DOMSSTIC VIOLINCE
ish 3 5

Confirntng t.hs telop_hom mursit:l.oq of yesterday, I am writing
to request that you obtain the exact description of the knife which

was found in the pocket of the Negro soldier, Willie Davis, when he

was shot by Chief of Police Hohannan, and that, if possible, you
obtain possession of this knife for use at Yhe trial if nscessary.
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memﬁmdﬂm . UNITED s?

ENT

r
TO  : pssistent Attorney General, Tom C. Clark pATE:  @dtobet 8 0 1%44
3

15;:R°M *  John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureaﬁ pﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁdﬁjhiidﬂj“ f

———

UBJECT:  jaMES MITCHELL BOHANNON
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to your memorandum dated October 12, 1944, in the
captioned matter wherein you requested advice as to the type of knife which was
found on victim Davis, and also information as to the location of this knife,

For your information it has now been.ascertained that the knife found
on victim Davis was a switch blade type with a blade about five and one-half
inches long. It had a2 smooth pearl handle with about one and one-half inches
of nickel at each end. The knife was also stated to be very pointed. Subject
Bohannon has stated that he gave this knife to Sheriff Peyton Youmans, Swainsboro,
Georgia. Youmans states, however, that he no longer has this knife and is not
certain what he did with it. He believes that he surrendered this knife to the
Army authorities who investigated this case.

The United States Army Authorities, Demobilized Personnel Branch,
Adjutant General's Office, High Point, North Carolina, have advised that the
investigating officer in the case of the death of victim Davis was First Lieutenant
Ralph B. Willis who now holds the rank of Captain in Cavalry, ASN 0-339581,
Service Command Unit, 1456, Headquarters Company, Camp Gordon, Georgia.

Efforts are being conducted to locate this knife in order thet it may be
secured for possible use at the trial in this matter.
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TCCsSPM2MCM
o November 28, 1944
b
J. Saxton Daniel, Esquire
United States Attorney
Savamnah, Georgia

Dear Mr. Daniel:

W1l you kindly advise us of the approximste trial
date in the above captioned matter?

Respectfully,
- For the Attomey General

TOM C, CLARK

; 'SIGNED AND MAILED
| NOV 29 1944
Emvmxw OF RECORDS
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

Savannah, Georgia
December 1, 1944

Honorable Tom C. Clark
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington D C

Dear Mr. Clarks: @Tﬂ‘v R 7

Res: United States versus
James Mitchell Bohannon.

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of November
28, 1944, your file 144-20-9, in the above stated matter,

This case will be tried during the week beginning

January 15, 1945, at Dublin, Georgia. The exact date is
not known at this time.

;; Respetchfully
r .
iie AT odxton Daniel

f United States Attorney

Dee av aﬁ g
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Savannah, Georgia
December 1, 1944

Honorable Tom C. Clark
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
rashinzton D C

Dear ¥y, Clark:

Ret United States versus
James kitchell Bohamnon.

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of November
28, 1944, your file 1h4=20-9, in the above stated matier.

This case will be tried during the week beglnning
January 15, 1945, at Dublin, Georgla. The exact date 1is
not known at this time,

Respectiully

J. Saxton Daniel
United States Attorney
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation December 9', 1944
' TCCsEB:AEM
Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attorney General 144=~20-9

United states v. Johannon

The above case has been set for trial on January 15. It is
essential that the knife which was in the possession of the Negro,
Willie Davis, be obtained before this date. Please expedite this

matter.
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation December 9, 1944
TCC:EB:AEM
Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attorney General 144~20-9

mﬁg States v. Bohannon

The above case has been set for trial on January 15. It is
essential that the knife which was in the possession of the Negro,
Willie Davis, be obtained before this date. Please expedite this

matter.
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Oﬁice Memonmdum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Assistant Attorney General, Tqm'C. Clark DATE: December 1 6 1944

%%krFROM : John Edgar Hoover, Director =« Federal Bureau of Investigation

%UBJECT: JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON ' Gl ~7. . R

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to our prior correspondence in the captioned matter,
your file reference TCC:EB:AEM, 144-20-9, and particularly to your memorandum of
December 9, 1944, advising that the trial in this case has been set for January

15, 1945, and requesting advice as to the location of the victim's knife.

For your information there is transmitted herewith a copy of the report
of Special Agent Harvey E. Fenstermacher dated on December 12, 1944, at Savannah,
Georgia, in the captioned matter.  You will note that this report indicates that
the knife in question is believed to be in possession of the victim's mother,
Ethel Davis, 19 Alvin Place, Inwood, Long Island, New York.

An immediate attempt will be made to contact victim's mother and secure

possession of this knife. | ‘ Zfs/’&// oW ;}/
| [pEpanTmi 81
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Office Memomndum . UNITE[QIS’R%‘ GOVERNMENT

TO : Assistant Attorney General, 10m C. Clark \ DATE: December 21, 194l
FROM : John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Inveaﬁigéttnnx

SUBJECT: JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to our prior correspondence iﬂ’éﬁéméypdﬁb 88 lftltter and,
in particular, to your memorandum dated December 9, 1944, your file reference TCC:EB:
ABM, 144-20-9, wherein you advised that the trial in this case was set for January
15, 1945, and requested that a knife, which was allegedly in the victim's possession
at the time of the shooting in this case, be located in order that it might be used
in the trial of this case.

Information concerning this knife was set forth in the report of Special
Agent Hervey E. Fenstermacher dated on December 12, 1944, at Savannah, Georgia, in
the above matter which was recently transmitted to you. For your further. informa-
tion a knife believed to be the knife in question has been cobtained from Mrs., Ethel
Davis, Inwood, New York, which she states is the only knife turned over to her by the
Sheriff of Emanuel County, Georgia. This knife is described as five and one-half
inches long with a three and one-half inch blade, one and one-~half inch nickel at the
end and possessing a broken handle. This knife has been forwarded to the Savannsh
Office of this Bureau for possible use in the trial of this case.



» Best Possible Image . R, Y '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT  FILE NO.
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JUIES HITCHELL BORARON , CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
' e : : VIOLNCE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: :
Criminal Infermation filed Dwblin, Georgia, Octeber 9, mu,

uder Section 52, Title 18, U,5, Code, larrsnt um
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY i
RIMINAL DIVIS
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA REFCEIVED
SAVANNAH, GA.
UEcZ/ 10 sp AM dd

i e

December 23, 1944

4 -
y i | / g
l‘-r.%éf F
Rovny Hon. Tom C. Clark 4 - Dit 7 0ad
gfﬁ’ Assistant Attorney General ; P
_f?? Department of Justice : o
fﬂif Washington D C GRIM - OTVIL RIGHTS SHC
5 ja s 4
l ’
SLUE. Dear Mr. Clark:
f- Re:,US v. JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON HOLLIE
= Vio. See. 52, Title 18 USC
i
N On lionday of this week my assistants, lir. Everitt and

lir. Durrence, went with me to Graymont-Summit for the purpose
of visiting the scene of the crime and for the purpose of
interviewing all of the available witnesses which we expect
to use in this case. After the completion of our investi-
gation we came to the conclusion that the government can not
hope to secure a conviction of the defendant and that it will
be a mistake on the part of the government to insist on pros-
ecution.

The trouble between the policeman, Bohannon, and the de-
ceased, Willie Davis, commenced at a negro juke joint in the
town of Summit at about 11 PFif, the juke joint being operated
by one Richard Sanford in a small negro shanty adjoining the
home of Sanford. The policeman went to this juke joint when
informed that a row was taking place at the dance there and that
someone there had fired a pistol several times. Upon the ar-
rival of the policeman at the joint he found immediately in
front of the place a number of negroes surrounding a negro who
had hit another with a wrench. He arrested this negro, put
him in jail and returned to the juke joint for the purpose of
quelling any further disturbance and to find out, if possible,
who had been doing the shooting. He was advised by the negro
whom he had arrested that a negro by the name of Elton Roun-
tree was doing the shooting. The policeman went into the juke
Jjoint where the dance was in progress and found Elton Rountree
and searched him by putting his hands on his outside coat and
hip pockets. Elton Rountree told me and now insists that there




was nothing offensive in the search or investigationithat the
policeman made, He says the policemanufelt his pockets and told
him to go ahead.

The policeman then saw the soldier on the porch and fol-
lowed the same procedure in searching him, whichbwas résented by
the soldier and he snatched the policemen's hand away and a fight
or tussle occurred between the policeman and the soldier. This hap-
pened on the porar of the juke joint and continued out into the
yard in front of the house. From my investigation, it appeared
that the soldier was probably the best man physically andnsuc-—
ceeded in getting away from thebpoliceman and ran around the house,
some thirty steps away, to a picket fence, where, the policeman
says, he was undertaking to pull a picket off with which to strike
him., The policeman says that when he came around the corner of
the building he was trying to remove the picket and he ordered the
soldier to come out to him, The policeman in his statement says
the soldier immediately started towards him, that he ordered him
to stop and he shot him when he refused to stop. No one saw the
soldier when he was between these houses except the policeman,
therefore, we have no way of disproving the policeman's statement
that the deceased was coming on to him. The physical facts, how-
ever, show beyond question that the soldier was three or four steps
from the fence towards where the policeman was standing when the
shot was fired and that the pistol ball entered the left chest
and lodged in the back bone. The wound and the location of the
soldier on the ground confirms exactly the statement of the police-
man that the soldier was coming towards him. Our doctor witness,
an Army officer, shows in his statement that the pistol ball enter-
ed the left chest, rzn%gd xpward and lodged in the back.

own

In addition to this, there was g gate in the picket fence
through which the soldier. could have passed and escaped, if he had
~wanted to.

Our witnesses, all of whom are negroes, take the position
that the soldier wa shot in the back as he ran away from the police-
man. Their statements in this respect are untrue. He could not
have been shot in the back while he was running away because the
pistol ball entered from the front left chest, or rather slightly
from the left side.

If we are to use the Army doctor, and we must use him in case
of a trial, his testimony would confirm the contention of the police-
man.

If we use the negro witnesses, who will testify that the officer
shot the soldier while he was running away, their testimony will be



disproved by our own doctor witness and by all the physical
factse It just didrnot happen as the negro witnesses say it
did.

Under the law the policeman had the right, and in fact it
was his duty, to go to this juke joint and undertake to stop
any disorderly conduct, and he had the right to arrest for the
offense of disorderly conduct and he also would have had the
right to arrest the soldier if he was using profanity, which the
policeman says he was doing. Some of out witnesses say he did
and some say he did not.

The strongest witness we have as to the search, etc., is
Dave Stokes. He stated to the F.B.I. Agent, "Davis could have
gotten away from Chief Bohannon when he was on the porch if he
had wanted to, but I do not think he wanted to get away. It
looks like to me thet he wanted to fight. I do not know why
W. L. Davis ran around the corner of the house. I have known
Davis to have been in one other fight before he was killed. I
have known Davis all my life and he and I were good friends.
Chief Bohannon did not run after Davis immediately but waited
about a minute and when someone told Chief where Davis had gone,
he went around the house andusoon after I heard a pistol shot.
I do not know what took place after Davis ran around the corner
of the house, but I know that Chief didmnot attempt to shoot
Devis in my presence. Chief Bohannon did not make any attempt
to draw his gun',

I found that the members of the coroner's jury who held the
inquest are going to testify that Dave Stokes, the above named
government witness, testified at the inquest that the soldier
Davis cursed Chief Bohannon. This witness also told me that the
policeman shot Devis in the back while he was running away. This
is not true.

Wwe will be confronted at the trial with a number of witnesses
who will testify to the policeman's good chargcter and his fair
treatment of prisoners in making arrests. Naturally the police-
man will have as witnesses the Mayor and Aldermen, and the Sheriff
of the County will testify as to his good character, etc. The
Coroner's jury will be used to impeach two of our best witnesses
as to statements made by them at the inquest.

While making this investigation I heard from the Sheriff
that the mother of the deceased soldier at the October term of
the grand jury of Emanuel County went to see the Solicitor Gen-
eral, Hon. Hudson Lanier, for the purpose of indicting the police-



man in the State court. I then talked with Judge Lanier, who

is one of our high type lawyers, and he stated to me that Davis
mother came to see him for the purpose of presenting the case to
the grand jury; that he took the names of her witnesses and drew
an indictment against Bohannon to be presented to the grand jury
but that later on during the same day she came back to.him and re-
quested that no action be taken in the matter and that he did
nothing further towards the prosecution of the policeman, This
happened the same day that our information was filed, I believe.

If this case is tried it will be necessary for us to secure
the presence of one of our witnesses now stationed at Camp Dix,
N. J« We will undertake also to secure the presence of the Army
doctor who made the examination. He was at that time located at
Camp Wheeler, near Macon,:

All of these things must be accomplished between now and the
date of the trial, which I assume, will be January 15, 1945.

I have gone into this matter somewhat in detail in order
that you may understand my position, which is, that we can not
get a conviction and the trial will probably appear to be a waste
of the government's money.

I believe that this information should be nol prossed and
the prosecution terminated.

Will you please call me on the telephone, advising me in the
premises as this must be done promptly so that we will know if we
shall proceed withbthe summoning of witnesses, etc.

e, Musndl

J. Saxton Daniel
nited States Attorney

"’/4/{},/// M b . o — é@""%

% g_/,z&vu.ﬂ«-v
%W‘r%/w 7 Lvre

Respectful
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In addition to this, there was g gate in the picket fence
through which the soldier could have passed and escaped, if he had
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If we use the negro witnesses, who

shot the soldier while he was running



disproved by our own doctor witness and by all the physical
;;ct.s. It Jjust didmnot happen as the negro witnesses say it
d.

Under the law the policeman had the right, and in faet it
was his duty, to go to this juke joint and undertake to stop
any disorderly conduct, and he had the right to arrest for the
offense of disorderly conduct and he also would have had the
right to arrest the soldier if he was using profanity, which the
policeman says he was doing. Some of oub witnesses say he Hid
and some say he did not. :

The strongest witness we have as to the search, etc., is
Dave Stokes. He stated to the F.B.I. Agent, "Davis could have
gotten away from Chief Bohannon when he was on the porch if he
had wanted to, but I do not think he wanted to get away. It
looks like to me thet he wanted to fight. I do not know why
We L. Davis ran around the corner of the house, I have known
Davis to have been in one other fight before he was killed, I
have known Davis all my life and he and I were good friends,
Chief Bohsnnon did not run after Davis immediately but waited
about a minute and when someone told Chief where Davis had gone,
he went around the house andnsoon after I heard a pistol shot.
I do not know what took place after Davis ran around the corner
of the house, but I know that Chief didmnot attempt to shoot

Davis in ay presence. Chief Bohannon did not make any attempt
to draw his gun©,

I found that the members of the coroner's jury who held the
inquest are going to testify that Dave Stokes, the above named
government witness, testified at the inquest that the soldier
Davis cursed Chief Bohannon. This witness also told me that the
policeman shot Davis in the back while he was running away. This
is not trye.

We will be confronted at the trial with a number of witnesses
who will testify to the policeman's good chargcter and his fair
treatment of prisoners in making arrests. WNaturally the police-
man will have as witnesses the Mayor and Aldermen, and the Sheriff
of the County will testify as to his good character, etc. The
Coroner's jury will be used to impeach two of our best witnesses
as to statements made by them at the inquest.

While making this investigation I heard from the Sheriff
that the mother of the deceased soldier at the October term of
the grand jury of Emanuel County went to see the Solicitor Gen-
eral, Hon., Hudson Lanier, for the purpose of iddicting the police-



man in the State court. I then talked with Judge Lanier, who
is one of our type lawyers, and he stated to me that Davis
him for the purpose of presenting the case to
the grand jury; that he took the names of her witnesses and drew
an indictment against Bohannon to be presented to the grand jury
but that later on during the same day she came back to him and re-
quested that no action be taken in the matter and that he did
nothing further towards the prosecution of the policeman. This
happened the same day that our information was filed, I believe.

If this case is tried it will be necessary for us to secure
the presence of one of our witnesses now stationed at Camp Dix,
N. J. We will undertake also to secure the presence of the Army
doctor who made the examination. He was at that time located at
Camp Wheeler, near Macon.

All of these things must be accomplished between now and the
date of the trial, which I assume, will be January 15, 1945."

I have gone into this matter somewhat in detail in order
that you may understand my position, which is, that we can not
get a conviction and the trial will probably appear to be a waste
of the government's money.

I believe that this information should be nol prossed and
the prosecution terminated.

will you please call me on the telephone, advising me in the
premises as this must be done promptly so that we will know if we
shall proceed withvthe summoning of witnesses, etc.

Respectfully

J. Saxton Daniel
United States Ailorney
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

SAVANNAH, GA.

December 28, 1944

L8 % X '

DEC oU 1944
Honorable Tom C. Clark o _ %
Assistant Attorney General !

Department of Justice
Washington, D. C,

.

Dear Mr. Glarks:

In res U, S. vs. James Kitchell Bohannon
Vio., Sec. 52, Title 18, USC

{ .
o : /‘Mj( For the purpose of making the investigation about
[ wwhich I wrote you on December 23, 1944, in the above case,
0 1}1"' mileage and per diem expenses were incurred by Lir. Durrence
gr'"" ,f}’ and myself in the amount of $18,01,

P

£

: =
ﬂﬁt"/\ e were familiar with the regulation requiring
\J that authority be obtained from the Department before the
Marshal will be authorized to pay us. However, we could

. not delay the msking of the investigation in order to secure
A7 A the authority before incurring the expense. The prompt in-
G'/ “"[ Z +{ wvestigation was too important to await authroity.
NN -
g k] LA , I(- ' & In view of these facts it is requested that you
¥ /:_{ {3} approve the form 25-B enclosed,
{ ‘T/ ¢

Thanking you, and with best wishes I am,

VL urs very truly

8 el by
ey G J. Saxton Daniel
,_(/ / : United States Attorney

1944
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December 28, 1944

Honorable Tom C, Clark
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Clark:
In ret U, 3., vs., James Kitchell Bohannon

Vio, Sec, 52, Title 18, USC

For the purpose of making the investigation about
which I wrote you on December 23, 1944, in the above case,
mileage and per diem expenses were incurred by kir. Durrence
and myself in the amount of $18,01,

Wie were familiar with the regulation requiring L
that authority be obtained from the Department before the \
Marshal will be authorized to pay us, However, we could N,
not delay the meking of the investigation in order to secure
the authority before incurring the expense, The prompt ine
vestigation was too important to await authroity.

In view of these facts it is requested that you
approve the form 25«5 enclosed,

Thanking you, and with best wishes I am,
Yours very truly

J. Saxton Daniel
United States Attorney

Encl,



Dept. Form, 25B = . .

Department of Justice

Southern District of Georgia

Savannah, Georgia. December:28, 1944

(Place and date)
The ATTORNEY GENERAL,

Washington, D. C.

SIR: Authority to incur the following-described expense is hereby respectfully requested—
In re:

Mileage and per diem for J. Saxton Daniel, U. S. Attorney and

He H. Durrence, Assistant U. S, Attorney who interviewed witnesses
and made investigation on December 18, 1944 in case of Us. S Vs.
James Kitchell Bohannon charged with violation of Sece. 52, Title 18
USC, tentatively set for trial at Dublin at the January Term, 1945,
to be heard January 1l5th.

A total expense of $18,01 was incurred in mileage and per diem

Estimated total expense, $
Contract No,! .. . &

.S Attom,ey (Scm&h one)

Note: Unless the instructions on the reverse hereof are fully complied with, this request will be returned without action.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Approved :

You are authorized to incur the above expense.

Payment by the United States marshal for your district is authorized from the appropriation.

For the Attorney General :

16—31861-1 Administrative Assistant to the Atterney General.



Dept. Form 258, .

Bepartment of Justice

The ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Washington, D, C.
SIR: Authority to incur the following-described expense is hereby respectfully requested—
In re:

Mileage and per diem for J., Saxton Daniel, U. S. Attorney and

He He Durrence, Assistant U. 5, Attorney who interviewed witnesses
and made investigation on December 18, 1944 in case of U, S, vs,
James Kitchell Bohannon charged with violation of Sece 52, Title 18
USC, tentatively set for trial at Dublin at the January Term, 1945,
to be heard January 15th,

A total expense of §18,01 was incurred in mileage and per diem

Estimated total expense, $_______ g
Contract No(~ §5 .} V' ot
&3 —t _ Ay z ﬂ-ﬂ-«pwe—

R G . S. Attorney. {Seratch one) U. S. Marshal.
f DEC oU 1944 /OV . XIOOOOOOOIK

Note: Unless the instructions on the reverse hereof are fully complied with, this request will be returned without action.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Approved:

You are authorized to incur the above expense.

[FF=20- 2

et

R Th 2 B

22 G961 SN NP e & g IFrgneol]

Payment by the United States marshal fér your di_gff_f.ict?i's at,i_ﬂfofizéﬁ-‘frqﬁf‘thé appifij_ﬁfiation_.

VT creRT1e) , carrvaofl "':_.J "‘:'Ei__-;"'_:."f' (AL
e ' For the Attorney General:

16—a1861-1 v et deg To 3262 50T T S0 ’E&ﬁin%ﬁa‘tive 'Assismﬁt_ to the Attorney Ge‘nﬁ\‘ml.
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December 13, 1944

J. Saxton Deniel, Esquire :
United States Attorney

Savennah, Georgia , _w
Dear kir, Daniel:

The receipt is acknowledged of your request for
authority for you and your assistants, Mr. Green B. Everitt
and Mr. H. H. Durrence, to proceed on or about December 18,
1944, to Graymont-Summit, Georgia, and return, to visit the
scene of the crime and to interview all the witnesses in the
case of United States v, James Kitchell Bohannon.

: Authority is hereby granted for the incurrence of
these expenses, This letler or a copy thereof, filed with
the United States marshal for the southern district of
Georgia will be his authority for the payment of these
expenses from the appropriation "Salaries and Fxpenses of
District Attorneys, etc., Department of Justice, 1945."

i

John\R. Cannon
trative Assistant
o Jthe Attorney General

| SIGNED AND MAILED |
| JAN 11 45

T Ll T TN 7
] ION O

8
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

O]ﬁCﬁ MeMMum + UNITED ST’[’ES GOVERNMENT

" TO : Tom Ce. Clark, Assistant Attorney Ceneral DATE: December 29, 1944
FROM :&victor W. Rotnem VWR s MCM ?/0
o‘._.
SUBJECT: James Mitchell Bohannon  Gui209  °
>

At the request of J., Saxton Daniel, United States
Attorney for the Southern District of Georgia, David Feild and
the undersigned phoned the United States Abttorney in relation
to the trial of this case.

Mr. Daniel was advised that Mr. Feild would be happy
to assist in the trial of this matter if desired, Mre. Daniel
indicated that the work in his office was such that his force
would be able to handle the case without assistance from here.
Accordingly, the matter will come on for trial Jamuary 15th.

-
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Tom Ce Clark, Assistant Attorney General December 29, 1944
Victor W. Rotnem VWR e MCM
James }Mitchell Bohannon LUdm20-9

At the request of J. Saxton Daniel, United States
Attorney for the Southern District of Georgia, David Feild and
the undersigned phoned the United States Attorney in relation
to the trial of this case.

Mr, Daniel was advised that Mr, Feild would be happy
to assist in the trial of this matter if desired. Mr. Daniel
indicated that the work in his office was such that his force
would be able to handle the case without assistance from here.
Accordingly, the matter will come on for trial Jamary 15th.
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My A |
December 29, 19kl

J. SAXTON DANIEL, ESQ.
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
SAVANNAH, GERORGIA

RE OUR TULEFPHONE CONVERSATION BOHANNON MATTER. CONSIDER EVIDENCE
OF SHOOTING AND DEATH OBTAINABLE WITHOUT DOCTUR AS WITNESS.

RECOMMEND PROCEEDING TO TRIAL.

TOM Co CLARK
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL



<€

5, A GRTA ek
| U3 U
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA NY FILE NO. / /-85 ™
REPORT MADE AT .DQT! WHEN MADE :E;:?:MF?EI 3 REPORT MADE BY
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 12/30/44 12/16/44 G+ LAWRENCE RICE

TITLE

JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON

CHARACTER OF CASE

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

REFERENCE ¢

Knife obtained from Mrs. ETHEL DAVIS, Inwood,

Long Island, New York, which she states was fur-
nished by Sheriff, Emanuel County, Georgla, short-
ly after the death of her son, WILLIE DAVIS.

-RUC =

B‘n’e‘u File No. ““940-

Report of Special Agent HARVEY E. FENSTERMACHER
dated at Savannah, Georgla, December 12, 1944.
Teletype from Savannah to Bureau and New York City dated

December 14, 1944.

Teletype from the Bureau t

15, 1944.

Teletype from New York to Bureau and Savannah dated Decem-
Letter from New York

6 New York City, dated December

0 Savamnnah dated December 19, 1944.

DETAILS: The following investigation was conducted by Reporting Agent|
and Special Agent WILLIAM B, HERSI-EI, Jrs

Mrs. ETHEL DAVIS was located at the home of Mrs. JOEL EDEL-
“STEIN, 21 Meadow Lane, Lawrence, Long Island, New York, where she is employed as
a cook and she accompanied Agents to her living quarters over a garage located
in the rear of 8 Monroe Avenue, Inwood, Long Island, New York. She advised
that she uses 19 Alvin Flace, Imwood, the home of Mrs.OPHELIA COLLIER, u-her
mailing address. _ : _

Mrs. DAVIS searched through her 5*'tnu& i1led with .p.;ra;g:l
and took therefrom a knife approximately long with a blade
g : tely 13" of nickel on each side of one end but

ap:::xfg l;\g) ; : ' s@*:‘;&‘:ﬂ'aﬁ- ! DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
¥t =20 AT
corlssorrﬁaénmm_ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTHGE & | 4&\_
() Burean : AN & 1949 =
3 savannah (1 USA Savannah) : DIVISLON OF BECROS
2 New York ' SR ST .

U, 5. GOVERNMENT FREKTING OPFICE 7--2084
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NY 44-85

the rest of the handle had been broken off so that all that remained was the

metal sheath to hold the blade. She advised that this was the knife which be=
longed to her son WILLIE DAVIS and which he was carrying in his money belt at

the time he was killed in Swaynmesboro, Georgla. She advised this knife was turned
over to her with other personal effects belomging to her son by the Sheriff of
Emanuel County, Georgia, a few days after the death of her son, She believed she
received this knife on July 7, 1943; Mrs. DAVIS was positive that this was the only
knife turned over to her.

The knife above described has been forwarded by registered mail to the

Savannah office, and the receipt for registered article #3742 is being retained
in the New York Field Office file.

REFERR'D UPON CQMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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/7:%,02 7~ 7 Jenuary 2, 1945
J. Saxton Daniel, Eaq. m_)

United States Attorney
Savanneh, Georgia

Dear Mr. Deniel:

_ There is inclosed for your informetion copy
of a letter dated today addressed to the Office of the
Judge Advocate General, War Depertment, relative to the
attendance of Pvt. Jonathan Stokes as a witness in the
case of United Statee v. James Mitchell Bohannon,

Orders from the Wer Depertment to his commanding
officer for Pvt. Stokes to appear will be issued promptly,

: 4s you will note, the mershal for your distriet
will be governed by the provisions of Cirecular No, 3590,
Supplement No. 2, dated November 30, 1943, in making eny
payments to the witness, A copy of this letter is being
sent to the marshal for his information.

S8inecerely y@tsrs',
AN NS |
s

*:-‘f’? A ,aq
. !’dhh,.ﬂ.. aikf
_' nistrative Auintlnt
o the Attorney General,

SWGNLD AND MAILED
JAN B 11945
DIVISION  OF REOORDS
2
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

i&ﬂndretta .....
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY M. Buitts..
Acete. Div. ...
OOk e g
REC Tl i SAVANNAH, GA. Personncl Off. .. §
A2 s : Supply Div. ...
; Records Div,.....
e 30 il 17 Al " December 28, 1944 1;;; Ezrteht;ﬂ____,_
LAV s
Stat W ooeeeres

e

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

AOMINISTEATIVE ASS T 2N
10 THE

ATTS

Administrative Assistant to

The Attorney General . 01 ¢ S0 1944
Department of Justice

Washington 25, D. C.

Honorable John @. Cannon % /%k’( - ek ) /

g vy et
Adm Bs

Sir: "DN. OF }'f-\l‘;ia\.\i.bl'*.1i).
In re: United States vs, James Mitchéll
. lb Bohannon
: Vio: Section 52, Title 18, U,S.C.
}4 ;jp’”’ Dept. of Justice File No. 144-20-9

This case is on the calendar for trial at the January
1945 term of Court, which convenes in Dublin, Georgia on,

January 15, 1945. ALK Sig, Lol Gan
Tt is necessary that we have frivate Joriathan Stokes,

Army Serial No. 34994725, Co. A,€L4, Sig.sbms Const. Bn.,
Fort Dix, New Jersey, in attendance upon the trial as a wit-
ness for the government, His testimony is material for the
reason that he was present during the altercation immediately
proceeding the shot, and also saw the defendant, Bohannon,

draw his gun and shoot in the direction where the soldier,
Davis, ran,

This witness' last known civilian address was Route 1,
Summit, Georgia, and this office is not informed as to his
occupation as a civilian,

Will you please make the necessary a rrangements and
have this witness present in Court at Dublin, Georgia, Monday,
January 15, 1945 at 9 o'clock A.M, :

Respectfully
For the United States Attorney

ij vzzéiﬁzkfbﬁgbll¢§£:E§:E:ETE*2T~;:}:F_1

He H,Duirence & DEC 3U 1944
Assistant United States Atto@neéy i

o

HHD/g
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- Jamvery 2, 1945

/5’/ L/”’r'.'f’:'f-)f) - ?

Office of the Judge Advocate Genersl _ Q
War Departuent 3

Washington, D, C.
Colonel Msstin G. Wnite
Attention: Chief, Litigation Pivision

Gentlemen:

The following nsmed soldier is desired as i important
witness for the govermment in the trial of the case of United Btetes
Ve James Mitchell Bohammon, which will be held &t Dudlin, Georgiet

Prt, Jonathan Stokes ASN 34994725
Company A, 8lst Signel Construetion Battelion
Fort Dix, New Jersey.

It is requested thet arrangemente be mede for the witness
to present himself by 9:00 A.k. at the office of the United States W
attorney at that place on Jauuary 15, 1945,

The witness will be sllowed his necessery treveling expenses
and e per diem of §5 in lieu of subsistence during the period of his
attendance &t the place of holding court.

It will be greatly eppreciated if your Department will
furnish roundtrip trensportetion, ineluding subsistenee during trevel
time, snd advence $25 cas:, representing the £5 per €iem for the first
five duys at the place of court, This Departwent will reimburse your
Department for the amount from the spproprietion "Fees of Witnesses,
Department of Justice, 1945."

This lotter confirms this Depertment's request made today
by telephone. -

Sincerely . ’

Q. Cemnon, .';:.-'.'Lw_,-
ribive m:st j SIGNED AND MAILED
General JAN 3 1945

SION %F RECORDS
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2 35t 13 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

SAVANNAH, GA.
Mr. Avndrotrn
January ]_O, 1945 Mr. Butts .

Accte. Uiv \g”__
Ch.Clk., ... .
Personne! O,
Supply Div.
Records Div. ____

The Attorney General Mr. Corthen..
Department of Justice Mr. Leven
Washington 25, D, C, Stat Div.._____.__

Sir: Atten: Mr, John Q. Cannon

In re: United States vs, James Mitchell
Bohannon - Vio: Civil Rights

By agreement with counsel for defendant, and with
the approval of the Department of Justice, this case has
been continued and will not stand for trial during the
term of court convening at Dublin, Georgia in January 15,

1945,

This office has also wired the Department the Depart-
ment to this effect and also the Commanding Officer at Fort
Dix, New Jersey that it will not be necessary for witness,
Private Jonathan Stokes, ASN 34994725, to appear during ‘the
approaching January term of this court. — T Tk

Respectfully . ﬁE

For the United States Attorney

Aitrrens o

: o Henry H.Durrence

E - Assistant United States Attorney
{

i

5




January 10, 1945

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D, C,

8ir: Atten: Mr, John Q. Cannen

In re: United st,:t.i. vs, James Mitchell
- Bohannon - Vie: Civil Rights

By with counsel for defendant, and with
" the approval of the Department of Justice, this case has
been continued and will not stand for trial during the
term of court convening at Dublin, Georgia in January 15,
1945. : :

: This office has also wired the Department the Depart-
ment to this effect and also the Commanding Officer at Fort
Dix, New Jersey that it will not be necessary for witness,
Private Jonathan Stokes, ASN 34994725, to appear during the

approaching January term of this court.

Respectfully
For the United States Attorney

Henry H,Durrence
Assistant United States Attorney

HBD/& _
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V.

Criminal Informstion No, 969 was filed in Dublin, Georgla, on

onmigsimer Miss JESSE BALDWIN,
ﬂﬁghm wmder $500 bond,

A warrant was issued and POHAMON

19l

United States Code, charging BOBAWION with
Bublin, Georgia, on October 11, , and

« SAXTON DANIRL, United States Attomey, Savannah,
belore United States C

J

tle -iﬂ,

ving citizen of eivil rights,

=

b
rily appeared

wnder Section

October 9, 1

mmum signed statement of DAVID BTOEES, giving
- Speeial Agent KIMBIOUCH ean alsp

t!.muutmhlm;

iSs

~ DAVID STORES

2w
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e Gan produce the mimutes of the town meeting for Januvary 5,
1913, which reflect that subject was appointed Chief of Police by Mayor
of Twin City, W. ¢, BISHOP, for the year 1943, It should be noted that
mmuamtmwmmymuum
eity with one mayor and ane group of ¢ sioners and operates as city of

PEEDIW'_ SHERIFF

Can testify that he received a switcheblade knife from subject.

| _ Con testify that she received a switeh-blade kmife, the
property of her som, WILLIE L. DAVIS, from PEYION TOUMAWS, snd delivered

.1-51-_
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"QM

1tu3pnmxgutc.mucs. FBI, Yew York, New York,
BOHANNON 4s not known to have any prior criminal recsid,

» PEFDING -

b -



TCC: IMP sesw
Uly=20=9 Jm.ry 22, 1945

Js Sexton Daniel, Esqe
United States At
Savannah, Georgis
Dear Mr. Daniel:

Re: James Mitchell Bohamnon

We would appreciate information as to the present status
of the above entitled matters, As we remember there was a
possibility that a demurrer might be filed, and we are very
interested in knowing whether or not this wes done.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

70M Cs CLARK
Assistant Attorney General



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA - ~

SAVANNAH, GA. \ CRIM

January 25, 1945

The Attorney General

Department of Justice A
Washington 25, D, C, Fte VY 47 P
Sir:

In re: United States vs, James Mitchell Bohannon
Violation: Civil Rights
Department of Justice File 144-20-9

Your letter of January 22, 1945, addressed to J. Saxton
Daniel, United States Attorney, has been received and referred
to the writer for attention and answer,

As you were previously notified, this case was continued
at the January Term of Court at Dublin, Georgia, which con-
vened on January 15, 1945, to await the outcome of the Screws
case now pending before the Supreme Court of the United States,
involving issues very similar to those expected to arise in
this case.

The defendant, through his attorneys, Messrs. Spivey &
Price, John R, Powell, Jr. and Julian Hartridge, has filed
a demurrer to this information, a copy of which is herewith
enclosed for your information.. The Judge postponed the
hearing of the issues raised by this demurrer until after
the Screws case has been decided. When date of the hearing
has been set, you will be notified.

Respectfully
For the United States Attorney

NMRYoir e

He H. Durrence
Assistant ted States Attorney

x """ ey, - ”Tmtg
LEE =40 =

HHD/g
Encl.

i
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January 25, 1945

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D, C,

Sir:

In re;: United Stetes vs, Jemes Mitchell Bohannon
Violation: Civil Rights
Department of Justice File 144-20-9

Your letter of January 22, 1945, addressed to J., Saxton
Daniel, United States Attorney, has been received and referred
to the writer for attention and answer,

As you were previously notified, this case was continued
at the January Term of Court at Dublin, Georgia, which con-
vened on January 15, 1945, to await the outcome of the Screws
case now pending before the Supreme Court of the United States,
involving issues very similar to those expected to arise in
this case,

The defendant, through his attorneys, Messrs, Spivey &
Price, John R, Powell, Jr, and Julian Hartridge, has filed
a demurrer to this information, a copy of which is herewith
enclosed for your information,. The Judge postponed the
hearing of the issues raised by this demurrer until after
the Screws case has been decided, When date of the hearing
has been set, you will be notified.

Respectfully
For the United States Attorney

Henry H. Durrence
Assistant United States Attorney

HHD/g
Encl.



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA
June Adjourned Term, 1944

| UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, |
Plaintiff

No. 969
Criminél Information

| |- v.

JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON,
Defendant

j
i
i
‘ Now comes the defendant, James Mitchell Bohannon, and be fore pleading
. demurs generally to the criminal information in the above stated case and move#
~to quash the same upon the following grounds:
e

That section 52, Title 18, of the United States Code under with this
| defendant is charged with violation of the provision of said section is null
' and void as to this defendant, because: |

(2) Congress was and is without constitutional or other power to establish \

crimes of.such nature, and
(b) The Offenses set forth in said information are among the classes of E

offenses reserved to the several States and is not within the juris- ‘

distion of the United States of America,
7.,
That said criminal information sets forth no criminal offense or offenseaé
: against this defendant under which the defendant can be tried and subjected to:
| penalty of the law, |
<Y
Defendant demurs specially to said ¢riminal information upon the ground
that the defendant is charged with two separate and distinct offenses in one
| eount, contrary to law,
WHEREFORE, this defendant prays that this his demurrer be enquired into,
sustained upon each and all of the grounds therein set forth and that said e

| | eriminal information be dismissed and this defendant be discharged,

Price & Spivey

Julian Hartridge

John R, Powell, Jr.

Attorneys for the Defendant, James
Mitchell Bohannon. |
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION [

']:;Im,r‘ih R e e
Form No.1 - o
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 13 ﬁ?M’ GEOMA FH.E NO. “,22 RCR
REPORT MADE AT : DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MADE s \
SAVANMAH, GEORGTA 1=13~45 | 1=hy5,8,9=45 | HARVEY E, FENSTERMACHER
TITLE : ; ¢ T CHARACTER OF CASE :
JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC

BYNQWIS OF FACTS:

EDDIE LEE THOMAS saw subject pat

W, L, DAVIS! pockets, saw DAVIS push
subject's hands away and after subject
and DAVIS grappled a bit saw DAVIS run
away. Subject followed a few moments later
and THOMAS heard a shot, BERNETIA THOMAS
did not see beginning of activitybut saw
both DAVIS and subject when DAVIZ was shot,
DAVIS was min;tmrdhuttcthohﬁ.ot
subject, Copy of minutes of town meeting
appointing BOHANNON as Ghior of Police
obtained,

- P =

- REFERENCE: Report of Special Aamt RARVEY E,
FENSTERMACHER dated Docnablr 12, 194k ab
Savannah, Georgla. 5

DETALLS: AT TOMSIND, GEORGLA:

EDDIE LEG THOMAS, son-in=law of RICHARD
SANFORD, ovner of Sanford's Cafe, was
interviewed and furnished the following
signed statement:

f Uﬁ u i ’-.'. e o Te
A ORWARSED: _ , "‘“-"‘:;.“:.;T:g_ : : DPJNOT WRITE I Aﬁm SPACES
' i v‘m(/"- ]
COPIES OF THIS REPORT ,,sq ;
ol ' : %
u ; vt e gyt
1 US4, Savannzh ' : LI u!\z..l.. hu.bi-l-a.-"; BIC
2 Savannah | [ it

|}. .t..“rmmm_nqu OFFIGR T—2084 .
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BESNETIA THOMAS, RICHARD SANFORD's daughter, furnished the

following signed statement:
"1, Bernetia Thomas, make the fo

SV, hle22

Em, £ .ﬂmﬂ dazm

il Balady ok
mMmm u ﬁu mamW
mm mmmmmmwﬁmmwam m e
4 pdorl o L
mg mm m memmeh m___m
i m. js m% m..J
wwmmm w:.zmm mmza¢mmu.Mmm
me meumwm»mmmu mumm m w MMmm
mum me Mmmmmemmmn mm
i i WE il

o

13 mmm

Harvey L. Penstermscher, Special Agent, FBI, Sevamnah, Ga.®

fitness:
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: umzmm,mxmmumhmm
mmlmmuMenJmnl, 1943 for the operation
of a cafe. The license was signed mmmm, C‘M, by J. M, BOHANNON,

mm;m, Glukuthcityotwwin, Georgla,
produced the minutes of the meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners of the
clt;oﬁMncttm.wamryl, 19%3'®htmmthhdﬁhhrudl
as ovsl :

"ﬁdabdngﬁmhrammthrl%tah
elected, Mr, BISHOP was elected, for this office.
Being nominated by Mr, BROWN and seconded by lir.
GALAY. lh'.m'umudml’ro-rm.

-"!htnﬂlydsmw”ﬂmimm
signed the oath of office.

"jir, BISHOP then appointed Mr. BOHANNON as Chisf
_of Police and water superintendent, a motion by
Hry GRAY that 3100 be set aside to be used as a
clothing asccount for ir, BOHANNON, to be used as
needed for this purpose, seconded by Mr, JOHNSQN
and carrdied by all. lrs, BELLE WHEATLEY was .
nuulchrl:. Ire J. D Dmmuuuordor,
lanier, clt.yPhr-uhu_*. :

lwﬁthdeowatﬂum«umahtdmdmnhm
maintained in the file of the s.vmlh Fiald Division, '

m.mmmm;.mwutumnumwu
RICHARD SANFCRD bub this was not certified as she keeps no record of indi
licenses issued by BUHANNON, She explained thatl he merely issues the licenses,
collects the money and turns it over to her inasmmch as she like to
go into the negro guarters, lirs. WHEATIEY sdvised that the
and Summit have been operating as the eityntmc!thldmthomls
nineteen thirties but could not advise when this a ;

At‘.tqumndetomntut aubjeettom!;fhahad'n
: memafthtlhmuMhomMotm

-PENDING~
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144-20~-9

Vay 9, 1945

Vs

J. Saxton Daniel, Tsq.
United States Attorney
Savannah, Georgla
Dear Mr. Dagiel:
Res United States v. James Mitchell Bohannon

As you may have heard, the Supreme Court yesterday

handed down its decision in the Screws case. There were

four separate opinions, three of which are rather lengthy.

This is to request that you do not set down the
argument on the demurrer in the Bohannon case for at least
several weeks, in order that the Department may have an
opportunity to thoroughly snalysze the results of the Screws
opinion and advise you accordingly.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

TOM C. CLARK
Agsistant Attorney General

CC: Records
Miss Healy
Mr. Meyers 2 o

\

II,, : -'.'.."J
: "'.'_.'.:;T-;-?..‘JSX
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“* TOM C. CLARK
. ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
L CRIMINAL Division
.

This is the case in which a policeman in Summit, Georgia, &

ibbt and killed a Negro soldier in uniform. We had filed an in-
formation against Chief Bohannon under Section 52, charging him
with denying due process of law under color of law. The defend-

ants demurred and the Jjudge postponed argument on the demurrer
¥ &
;o P “until after the decision in the Serews case. As you know that
T i
/ case was decided on May 7.
%\d e 3\\}})

!

N
A
w \;ﬂ- ;4' case with special relation to its effect upon current cases

£ PR The Civil Rights Section has been studying the Screws

5 based on the same theory of law and has concluded that it would
be wise for us to dismiss the case against Bohannon. As you will
remember the majority opinion of the court in Screws held that
the word "wilful® in Section 52 must be construed to mean with
specific intent to violate the particular Constitutional right
involved. - The circumstances of the Bohannon case are such that
we do not believe we could prove such a specific intent. The
facts are as follows:

The policeman came back to the roadhouse whex?
soldier was after he had arrested some other Negroes for
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disorderly conduct. He had been informed that some of the Negroes
still at the roadhouse had E)istols and were shooting them off.
When he reached the roadhouse, he began to frisk the Negroes who
were there, He approached Willie Davis, the Negro soldier, from
behind, and when he put his hand on the soldier's pocket, the
soldier slapped the hand away. Thereupon a struggle ensued
between the two. The soldier broke away and started to run away,
The policeman called out to the crowd telling them to head the
soldier off, 'I’he: soldier then turned and started to come toward
the policeman, admittedly with no weapon in his hand. The police-
man told him that if he came any farther he would kill him, The
Negro continued to advance, the policeman shot him in the heart,
and killed him instantly. The Army investigator who arrived at
the scene very quickly reached the conclusion that the killing
was wholly unjustified and that we should take action. There
was considerable evidence to lend color to the idea that the
shooting was an act of discrimination against the Negro and not
one of self-defense on the part of the policeman. Nevertheless
we do not believe that we would be able to prove deliberate
discrimination; that even if we could obtain a conviction, there
would be an appeal; and if the statute came again before the

Supreme Cowrt used in connection with this very weak set of facts,
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it might be further restricted by the opinion of the Court.
Accordingly, we should prefer to nol-pros the case. If you

agree with this, I will instruct the United States Attorney to

do so.
Respectfully,
] -
TOM C.
As t Atforney General

P
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This is the case in which a policeman in Summit, Georgia;
shot and killed a Negro soldier in uniform. We had filed an in-
formation against Chief Bohannon under Section 52, charging him
with denying due process of law under color of law. The defend-
ants demurred and the Judge postponed argument on the demurrer
antil after the decision in the Screws case. As you know that
case was decided on May 7.

The Civil Rights Section has been studying the Screws
case with special relation to its effect upon current cases
based on the same theory of law and has concluded that it would

£3 be wise for us to dismiss the case against Bohamnon. As you will

? remember the majority opinion of the court in Screws held that
the word "wilful" in Section 52 must be construed to mean with

\\\y‘;} specific intent to violate the particular Constitutiomal right

4involved. The circumstances of the Bohannon case are such that
ndomﬁnmuuﬂdmml.mdﬂ.em. The
facts are as follows:

The policeman came back to the roadhouse where the
soldier was after he had arrested some other Negroes for
CC: Records
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disorderly conduct. He had been informed that some of the Negroes
still at the roadhouse had pistols and were shooting them off.
When he reached the roadhouse, he began to frisk the Negroes who
were there. He approached Willie Davis, the Negro soldier, from
behind, and when he put his hand on the scldier's pocket, the
soldier slapped the hand away. Thereupon a struggle ensued
between the two. The soldier broke away and started to run away.
The policeman called out to the crowd telling them to head the
soldier off. The scldier then turned and started to come toward
the policeman, admittedly with no weapon in his hand. The police-
man told him that if he came any farther he would kill him. The
Negro continued to advance, the policeman shot him in the heart,
and killed him instantly. The Army investigator who arrived at
mmmm&hmo&dthommmtﬁuhnm
ﬁwmmummtnmmm. There
was considerable evidence to lend color to the idea that the
shooting was an act of discrimination against the Negro and not
-m.oruu-d.tm.athopwtofmpnc—n. Nevertheless
we do not believe that we would be able to prove thie deliberate
discrimination; that even if we could obtain & conviction, there
would be an appeal; and if the statute came again before the
Supreme Court used in comnection with this very wesk set of facts,



it might be further restricted by the opinion of . the Court.
Accordingly, we should prefer to nol-pros the case. If you
agree with this, I will instruct the United States Attorney to
do so.

fiespectfully,

TOM C. CLARK
Assistant Attorney Ceneral
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

SAVANNAH, GA.

HMINAL O

say 18 3 1911.5

SR V' h
/(/ -0~ 91
Tom C. Clark, Esq.,
Assistant Attorney General R
Department of Justice !

X 3 F o TITITTY. T3 Trirrre -
Wwashington DC HIM = CIVIL RIGHTS Suo |
Dear lr. Clark: o

NS

Re: US wvs James Mitchell Bohannon
D of Jd file 1.1’.;2;-'20“9-

o
el

Receipt is acknowledged your letter of lMay
9, 1945, requesting that the above stated case be
not set down for hearing for several weeks, and
until further advised. The matter will teke that

course,

Thanks for your letter.

Rgspectfug %
7O W

xoon u
States Attorney

g/fy'\// K

s o
e e



May 18, 1945

Tom C. Cllrk, !ﬂq.,
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice

Washington DC
Dear Mr, Clark:
Ret US vs James Mitchell Bohannon
gofJfQ_gwg

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of May
9, 1945, requesting that the above stated case be
not set down for hearing for several weeks, and
until further advised. The matter will take that
course, :

Thanks for your letter.
Respectfully

J. Saxton Daniel
United States Attorney



Re: United States v. Bohammon .y (1 1iG

This is the case in which a policeman in Summit, Georgia,
shot and killed a Negro soldier in wniform. We had filed an in-
formation against Chief Bohannon under Section 52, charging him
with denying due process of law under color of law. The defend-
ants demurred and the judge postponed argument on the demurrer
until after the decision in the Screws case. nmmmi
case was decided on May 7.

 The Civil Rights Section has been studying the Screws
case with special relation to its effect upon current cases
based on the same theory of law and has concluded that it would
be wise for us to dismiss the case against Bohanmnon, As you will
renember the majority opinion of the court in Screws held that
the word "wilful" in Section 52 must be construed to mean with
specific intent to violate the particular Constitutional right
involved. The circumstances of the Bohannon case are such that
we do not believe we could prove such a specific intent. The
facts are as follows:

The policeman came back to the roadhouse where the
soldier was after he had arrested some other Negroes for



disorderly conduct. He had been informed that some of the Negroes
still at the roadhouse had pistols and were shooting them off.
When he reached the roadhouse, he began to frisk the Negroes who
were there. He approached Willie Davis, the Negro soldier, from
behind, and when he put his hand on the soldier's pocket, the
soldier slapped the hand away. Thereupon a struggle ensued
between the two. The soldier broke away and started to run away.
The policeman called out to the crowd telling them to head the
soldier off. The soldier then turned and started to come toward
the policeman, admittedly with no weapon in his hand. The police-
man told him that if he came any farther he would kill him, The
Negro continued to advance, the policeman shot him in the heart,
and killed him instantly. The Army investigator who arrived at
the scene very quickly reached the conclusion that the killing
was wholly unjustified and that we should take action. There
was considerable evidence to lend color to the idea that the
shooting was an act of discrimination against the Negro and not
éna of self-defense on the pnrt of the policeman. Nevertheless
we do not believe that we would be abl_.e to prove deliberate
discrimination; that even if we could obtain a conviction, there
would be an appeal; and if the statute came again before the

Supreme Couwrt used in connection with this very weak set of facts,
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it might be further restricted by the opinion of the Court.

Accordingly, we should prefer to nol-pros the case. If you
agree with this, I will instruct the United States Attorney to

do so.
Respectfully,

TOM C. CLARK
Assistant Attorney General
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V3 June L, 1945,

Jo Saxton Daniel, ey O’
SLI B Esq ' BEOLLIE
Savannah, Georgie,

Dear Mr, Daniel:

On April 7, 1945, the Supreme Court handed down e
decision in the case of gm ve United !tEtu. In the
course of the opinien, court in proceed-
ings under 18 U.8.C.A. 52, it would be necessary to show

that the accused s ificelly intemded to deprive a person
of a cmnttl.nr:l.ght or acted in reckless disregard

of eomstitutional guarantees,

An analysis of the facts im the Dohannon matter
indiocates that this requirement probably cammot be met im
view of Chief Bohannon's warning to the deceased not teo
advance, and that the entire controversy was a matter of
momentary occurrence, This is, therefore, to authorise
m“&uaﬂomﬂhh&m-

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General,

QM C. CLARK,
Assistant Attorney Genmeral,

CC: Records*’///

Mr. Feild
Miss Healy
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY RECFEIVE D
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA
SAVANNAH, GA. JUN 8 1945
June 6, 1945 CRIMINAL Ly i2i0ON

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.

Sir:

In re: United States vs, James Mitchell
Bohannon - Vio: Civil Rights
Dept, of Justice File 144-20-9 HOLLIE

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of June 4,
1945, authorizing us to enter a nolle prosequi in the
above case, :

Please be advised that an order of nolle prosequi
was signed by Judge Lovett today, and we have closed
our case in this office.

Also, the attorneys for the defendants have been
advised of this action, ;

Respectfully
For the United States Attorney

W—CA_—-—;“

Henry H. Durrence
Assistant United States Attorney

Ny
[#4-20-19
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June 6, 1945

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.

Sir:

In re: United States vs, James Mitchell
Bohannon -~ Vio: Civil Rights
Dept, of Justice File 144~20-9

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of June 4,
1945, authorizing us to enter a nolle prosequi in the
above case. ' :

Please be advised that an order of nolle prosequi
was signed by Judge Lovett today, and we have closed
our case in this office,

Also, the attorneys for the defendants have been
advised of this action,

. Respectfully
For the United States Attorney

Henry H, Durrence
~ Assistant United States Attorney



UNIT.:D STAT.S ATTORNIY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GJAORGIA

DUBLIN DIVISION
Savannah, Georgia, June 8, 1945 .
REPORT OF DISPOSITION OF CRIMINAL CASTE
(Department Circular No, 3429)

United States v, JAMES MITCHELL BOHANNON

Vlo Civil Rights 969 S
Nature of Case Docket Number Term

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Sy e

I desire to report that on ' s the above case was
disposed of as to the defendant

James Mitchell Bohannon

charged with violating __ Section 52, Title 18,%U S.C
atute)

as follows:

HOLLIE

Date of trial and results: None

Plea None Disposed of otherwise:

6=7-45 Order of nolle prosequi filed
Authority: Letter from the Attorney
Gnneral dated 6-L-453; initialed
. T
Sentence: None TCC:DMF:JBT - Dept, of Justice
File No. 1l44=20-9

Salient facts of crime and defendant's part in it:

s ?Qbu—;’g

It¥-20-9

Previous criminal record:

In fixing sentence what consideration was given to assistance,if
‘ any, rendered by defendant to prosecution?

| Other circumstances considered by court in fixing sentence:

‘ Respectfully,

J. SAXTON DANIZE

United States Attorney.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. .~

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT S8 TANNAN FILE NO. M ASJ

. —Am e IVE

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY

WHICH MADE
SATARNAN Haipmlis Tl 2hdS | PERCY VEEE RICHARDSNM
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE

JASES CTTCHELL BOHANNON CIVIL HIOHTS AND DOMESTIO

SY NOPSIS OF FACTS:

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

FORWARDED: 1N

COPIES OF THIS REPORT l
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October 25, 1945.
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Hespectfully,
For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney Osneral

Y
CC Records
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81% Princess St.
Alexandri 1&, Va.
April 15, 1946

Hon. Tom C. Clarx e D vV
U. S. Attorney Genersl ‘-&( s //
Department of Justice

washington, D. C, O //

Desr Sir:

In connection with preparation of matter Ifor
the coming issue of the Negro HandbeoX, edited by Miss
Florence Murray, I am calling attention to the encloused
clipping from & Negro newSpaper OLI tThe date indicated
on the clipping.

I have no later information concerning the
metter.

I am asking for any information concerning tioe
further course of the case that the Department is in a
position to furnish.

Thanking you, I am

Yours sincerely,

RN TV U

F. H. M. Murray

/ ; K
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144-20-9

April 19, 1946

Mr. Fe He M. mﬂ,
818 Princess Street
Alexandria, Virginia

Dear Mr. Murray:

This acknowledges your letter of April 15,
1946, with reference to the case
which developed from the circumstances o e death
of Willie L. Davis, a Negro soldier.

After careful consideration of all the facts
and reports, it was determined that the evidence
available was insufficient to warrant further
federal prosecution, and the matter has aeeord:lngly
been closed.

The newspaper clipping which you enclosed
with your letter is herewith returned.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney Ceneral

Enclosure No. 375687

2

CC: Records
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