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Wanen's Prison
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Ure Ioile :xjntm‘ Su.pt. ||
|
Raleizh, 1i«Ce i

Dear ire Ulnton: P
As per your request I stating RJelow what our
records show concerming above subject while she .at Caledonias
Prison Farms L

Eleanor was transferred from Women's Prispn with several
other women on September 22, 1953, and was receiv"a%hat Caledonia
the same day, She was sent to the field to work i the regpmlar
women's squad, snd did very well until Oetober iwher she was
brought in by the foreman fop sorTy work and uaing iabusive lancuage
toward other prisomers, e was put in solitary canfinement mnd
demoted to E Grade. She was taken out of golitary four days later
and sent back to work. O October 15th she was brought in agein by
the foreman for cursing amothey prisoner and refusing to obey orders
of the foreman. the was put back in solitery confinament and demoted
to C grade. (n November lst she cct into an argument with other
prisoners o the camp yerd; when approsched by iatram, lirs, 0.0,
lent, and oxdered into the cell block, she secured a soft drink bottle
and efvanced on Nrse Tant. The bottle was taken from her and she was
locked in the hospital inside the cell bleck, The Capp’ Superintendent
came Irn late that aftemoon, took her from the hospi¥al, and set Hsr
 a small stool in the comer. As soon as the supeintendent left
the cell block, she left the stool and tried to slip up behind another
datron, Mrs. Orace C, Mommey, the was then taken from the cell block
and. again placed in solitary confinement. During this stay she became
viclent at times cursinz and threateningz the Superintendent and othepr
employeess (n one occasion she secured g matech from sowe source and
set fire ©o her mattress. the would certainly have been suffocated
by the smoke had not the steward zae to check on ner som after the
fire started, ‘hen she was taken from that cell and oxrdered to go Into
another cne she stubbormly refused, end the superintendent and the
steward had to use force to put her into another cells At least one
of the latrons, ¥ra. Tant, informed mo that she would quit before she
would stay in the cell block with this girl because she cmsidered
her very denzerous. f E

In the meantime I had talked with ur. Hlaine . Vadison about
this girl and told him that I thought she should be trangferred back
to Raleigh and examined by a psychiatrist, Our Camp Fiiysliclan, Dre
Felolie White, agreed that this should be done 8l80. OJur Mecords indic:
that she wae taken from solitary eanfinement o lovemer Tth and ghe
was transferred back to Women's Prison }ovember 9th far examination

by D Cwen : Yours v tm
GX’ !{z.'o #._i-?.baile': P nil L%u% 4

This file was reviewed in response

to the Civil Rights Cold Case
Records Collection Act of 2018.
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Drs. TLomPson, Ha.rrﬁl’ion. N eal, Hlmt, Da.meron

309 HILLSBORO STREET

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY Raieigh.Nor& Caro]_ina GENERAL SURGERY
2ol ui?:;':goHMupﬁftn. DR. ALFRED T. HAMILTON
DR.THOMAS B. DAMERON, JR. August 24, 1954 DR. J. WALTER NEAL

Mr, William I, Bailey, Director
N. C. State Prison System

840 W, Morgan Street

Raleigh, North Carolina

Re: Eleanor Rush - 18
Dear lr, Bailey:

I was called shortly after midnight on the morning of
August 21st, to come to the Women's Prison to see the above-
named young negro woman, who was found dead in her solitary
confinement cell a short time previously., On my arrivaz I.
found her lying face down on the concrete floor, with her
head against the brick wall and her feet on the mattress
which was on the floor,

Careful examination revealed no external evidence of
trauma, There was a very slight bloody froth ocozing from
the corner of her mouth. From my examination I was unable
to determine the cause of death and advised Mr, Hinton to
call the coroner, and I remained there until the coroner
arrived, I advised the coroner that I was unable to determine
the cause of death from my examination and so advised an
autopsye

If T can be of further assistance in this case, please
let me know, With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

m

JiNsbd
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