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W
A STORN STATEMENT OF MRS. MARY LOCKWOCD AS AN ACCOUNT OF THE MURDER OF HER

HUSBANDZ WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD BY THE MACON COUNTY? ALABAMA,DEPUTY SHERIFFe
WHICH OCCURRED THURSDAY, MAY 2, 19467 ON THE GOVT. ATRPORT HIGHWAY.

RO R

The first starting of it my boy came from town. He came on home and I askead
him if he was hungry. He went up to Mr. Charlie Fields. While hexm was
there Mr. Curby(a white man) sent his son Ed for some cotton seeds. He told
Mr. Flelds that his daddy sent him, B, for cotton seeds to finish planting
cotton. Fields told him the seed were in the field and he wuld have to go up
there and get them. Mr. Bd asked Mr. Fields would he mind going up there
getting them for him. Fields said he didn't reckon he would mind. Ed turned
around to my boy, Elijiah, and said "boy this is a fine day to plant cotton!
My son said™t sure is". He asked if we had planted much cotton and my boy
told him we had planted right sharply. He then asked him why he wasn't helping
his daddy. My son said in reply that he was going to get him a job at the
Govt. hospital, "you don't call that helping him, do you". Mr. Bd said "yes,
I reckon so", but you ought to be in the field behind thatplow". By this time
he was angry(Mr. Bd) and snother statement was made but I didn't hear.

Then he said "God damn Nigger, don't give me none of your flip mouth" and
staved and old broken handle shovel at him. My boy got up and went back in the
house and said "I aint givin you no flip. I am just answering your question™.

The shovel he threw at my boy stuck in the parch post cutting a hole about

1/2 inch deep. If it had hit him it would have knocked his head clean off his
shoulders. After cursing him first he them said "God damn it you just stay
here till I come back".

Before me and my toy could come from the back side of Mr. Fields's house out

in the yard Mr. Ed was back down there with a shot gun. When he coms back he
asked Charlie Fields, "Where is the God damn son of a bitch" Charlie sisd

I don't know what you are talking abbut. Don't you start that mess here,

Ed said"if you don't get him out of your house I'm goin to shoot in there. I'M
goin to kill him ", He didn't shoot in the house but on the outside right up
and dowm the corner, and like to have shot one of Charlie. Fislds' 1little girls.
Them my boy shot at him through a 1little window about four or six inches in
diameter.

The gun was his down at Charlie Fields(who is his cousin} He had taken it down
there, a German pistol, for Charlie and the girls to see because they hadn'$
never seen & German Pistol.

When my boy shot at Mr. Eq he left and went toward Chehaw. Me and my boy come

on home, about a quarter of a mile across-the field to my house. When I got home
I sit down because I was up set and nervous. The bey went on and nut his 1little
pistol im his suitcase, and com® on back in the room where I was and stood in
the doors Mnd I told him if I'd had of known all this was going to happen I
would have let you go to the hospital whem you first wanted to go. He is a
World War II veteran,

A 1little while later by the time i boy ate one or two mouthfuls "nd come back
in the door, the deputy sheriff, little Willie Curby comes in the side door and
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said "boy, wher &hat gun®" And my boy says "is you got that other man's
gun". The sheriff said no but he could get it and my boy said if you get that
other man's gun you can get mine. My boy started after the gun and the deputy
sheriff wouldn't let him get it but said he'd get it himself. The boy said,
"I ain't going to put my hands on it. I'm just goin to show you where it is".
He reached over the head of my bed and got his 1little suitcase and set it up
on the top of the trunk. The sheriff, deputy, took the gun out and looked at
it and put it in his pocket and said to my boy "let's go",

Then I asked Mr. Curby, what is the matter. He said "you tell me and I*1l tell
you. That's what I'm trying to find out." So they walked on out the door,
Elijiah was in fromt of Mr. Curby and a second deputy sheriff, Mr. Murphy,
(Millard) was walking beside of Mr. Curby and I was behind them. My husband
was W in the field barring cotton and I told my knee baby, Bernice, run up

in the field &nd tell your papa I say come here and come arick. #And I went on
behind them and he got up there in the road against the corner of my garden

and said to my boy,"I wish to God damm it you had a shot atta me"., And my boy
said"#hat need I have to shoot at you. You haven't bothered me. I don't have
no need to shoot at you." and he said, God damn it, you bet not never.

This eonversation between Mr. Curby and my btoy. HEy boy told him it was natural
that he, the sheriff, wuld have done the same thing, try to defend to save his
life. The sheriff 1it in then and went to cussing him but my boy didn't open
his mouth. When they got to the car he opened the car and said to my bey

get in the damn car". Them he took my boy over to his(the Sheriff‘s) daddy's
house.

My husband come to the house and asked me what has they done with the boy,
because he didn't see him and thought somet! ing was amiss. I told him he had
by carried to Mr. Curby's louse over in the quarters. He cut through the
field, the shortest cut to Mr. Cuw by's house and I followed behind him.

W got about a quartir of a mile up the fisld and Charlie Fields whistled to
us and signaled that they had gone on towards town. Mr. Cw by heard the
whistle and turned arouwd and come back to the first bridge and parked his
car beside the road, and got out the car and stood there til me and my husband
got there.

When we got there my husband walked up to the back of the car where tie boy

was sitting down and laid his hands up on the car and said "boy, what is the
matter?”. My boy was so frustrated he was talking and crying and then my husband
turned around to the deputy sheriff, Mr. Curby and asked what was they going to
do with the boy. The sheriff said "I'M going to put him in jail, God damn it,
and don't you say no". Then he said somet .ing else I didn't understand and my
husband said "yes". And then the sheriff, Mr. Curby said, "God damn it, don't
say yes to me. You say yes sir ad no sir." ind my husband spoke again and
sald,pore or less as though talking to himself, "yes, yes, yes", shaking his
head. And My.Curby then told my husband, "God demn, get in that car"., And then
my husband said "whaet I'm going to get in the car for? I haven't did nothing
and I haven't said notiing, and by that I'm not going to get in no car",

Then Mr. Cwby come out benind me and stood between me and my husband and
snatched out his pistol, threw it on my Busband and walked wp to him and sl apped
him end said, "God damn it, you aint goin to get in that car". And T jumped
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between my hus bend and the sheriff with the gun. 4And I begzed him don't shot
him, all the tim® I waos standing betwixt them. The sheriff(Mr. Curby) said,
"God damn it, I'1l kill him in a minute". 4nd he raise his hand to slap me
and I did move and kept pleading for my husband. Then the sheriff took me by
the shoulder and sl ung me nearly across the highway, and walked back up to me
husband and sl spped him end said again "you ain't going to get in this car".
My hushand hadn't raised his hands or opened his mouth to do nothing. Then he
caught my husbend by the shirt sleeve and tried to pull him to the car and he
Just rung his arm out his hand. After he did that my husband was standing
looking at the sheriff and the sheriff shot my husband. After he shot him
my husband just grabbed himself across the chest and started running back
toward the house. The sheriff started behind him and grabbed him by the arm
and turned him around. My husband fell to the ground. Then Curby spoke and
said to the other deputy, Millard Murphy,who was sitting in the car with the
boy all the time,"come here and help me put him in the car".

They picked him up and put Rim in the back seat there beside my son. Took
him to Dr. Winter's office. Left me standing there on the highway hollJering.

When they took him up to Dr. Winters office he advised the two sheriffs,
Mr. Curby and Mr, Murphy that my husband was already dead.when they brought
him in. They sent for Rev. Buwton's undertaker to come and get the body.
The body is still at Burton's undertaker. I haven't seen or heard from
any of the law since.

Mr. cousin Charlie Fields and his two girls were right there looking at
the whole thing, right there when the sheriff shot my husband.

This all happened Thursday evening around two o'clock in the afternoon right
on the high way. There were no other by passers at that time.

O%‘C;JJ*.Q WQLT o/r/L

Mary lockwood,

I swear upon oath that the above information is true and correct.

ooy S achealera
Mary Lockwood
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 6th day of May, 1946,
$LQ.
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Hon. Turner L. Smith, Chief
Civil Rights Section
Department ofdustice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Smith:

Please find enclosed original affidavit
concerning a case which is clearly within the
rule of the Screws case and which needs immediate
investigation and vigorous prosecution.

We would appreciate it if you would institute
this investigation at once because the body
of the deceased is being held in the local
Negro underteking establishment.

I would suggest that the investigating
authorities get in touch with Mrs. Retty G.
Hodge, Box 477, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama
who is the secretary of our branch.

Your ery truly
ﬂ%é Ml!rsha Y
Spegial Counsel
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A SYORN STATEMENT OF MRS, I CK700D' AS AN ACCOUNT OF_THE MURDZR OF-HER
HUSBANDg WILLIE PIM LOCKYOOD \BY THE MACON COUNTY? ALABAMA,DEPUTY SHiRIFFe
THICH OCCURRED THURSDAY, MAY 2, 19462 ON THE GOVT. ATIRPORT HIGHWAY.
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The first starting of it my boy came from town. He came on home and I asked
him if he was hungry. He went up to Mr. Charlie Fields. While hexm was
there Mr. Curby(a white man) sent his son Ed for some cotton seeds. He told
Mr. Tields that his daddy sent him, B, for cotton seeds to finish planting
cotton. Fields told him the seed were in the field and he wuld have to go up
there and get them, Mr. Ed asked Mr. Fields would he mind going up there
getting them for him. Fields said he didn't reckon he would mind. Ed turned
around to my boy, Elijiah, and said "boy this is a fine day to plant cotton?!
My =on said"it sure is". He asked if we had planted much cotton and my boy
told him we had planted right sharply. He then asked him why he wasn't helping
his daddy. My son said in reply that he was going to get him a job at the
Govt. hospital, "you don't call that helping him, do you". Mr. Ed said "yes,
I reckon so", but you ought to be in the field behind thatplow". By this time
he was angry(Mr. Ed) and another statement was made but I didn't hear.

Then he said "God damn Nigger, don't give me none of your flip mouth" and
staved and old broken handle shovel at him. My boy got up and went back in the
house and said "I aint givin you no flip. I am just answering your gquestion".

The shovel he threw at my boy stuck in the parch post cutting a hole about

1/2 inch deep. If it had hit him it would have knocked his head clean off his
shoulders.  After cursing him first he them said "God demn it you just stay
here till I come back".

Before me and my oy could come from the back side of Mr. Fields's house out

in the yard Mr. Ed was back down there with a shot gun. When he come back he
asked Charlie Fields, "Where is the God damn son of a bitch®" Charlie sasd

I don't know what you are talking about. Don’t you start that mess hers.

Ed said"if you don't get him out of your house I'm goin to shoot in there. I'M
goin to kill him ". He didn't shoot in the house but on the outside right up
and down the cormer, and l1ike to have shot one of Charlie Fislds' little girls.
Them my boy shot at him through a little window about four or six inches in
diameter,

The gun was his down at Charlie Fields(who is his cousin) He had taken it down
there, & German pistol, for Charlie and the girls to see because they hadn't
ngver seen a Germen Pistol.

When my boy shot at Mr. Eg he left and went toward Chehaw. Me and my boy come

on home, about & quarter of a mile across the fisld to my house. When I got home
I sit down because I was up set and nervous. The boy went on and put his 1ittle
pistol in his suitcase, and come on back in the room where I was and stood in
the door. 4nd I told him if I'd had of known all this was going to happen I
would have let you go to the hospital whem you first wanted to g. He is a
World war II veteran.

A 1little while later by the time tip boy ate one or two mouthfuls snd come back
in the door, the deputy sheriff, little wWillie Curby come in the side door and
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sald "boy, vher &hat gun®" And my oy says "is you got that other man's

gun". The sheriff said no but he could get it and my boy said if you get that
other man's gun you can get mine. My boy started after the gun and the deputy
sheriff wouldn't let him get it but said he'd get it himself, The boy said,
‘"I ain't going t put my hands on it. I'm Just goin to show you where it is".
He reached over the head of my bed and got his little suitcase and set it wup
on the top of the trunk. The sheriff, deputy, took the gun out and looked at
it and put it in his pocket and said to my boy "let's go".

Then I asked Mr. Curby, what is the matter. He said "you tell me and I'11 tsll
you. That's what I'm trying to find out." So they walked on out the door,
Elijiah was in fromt of Mr, Curby and a second deputy sheriff, Mr. Murphy,
(Millard) was walking beside of Mr. Curby and I was behind them. My husband
was uw in the field barring cotton and I told my knee baby, Bernice, run up

in the field &nd tell your papa I say come here and come quick. 4And I went on
behind them snd he got up there in the road against the corner of my garden

and said to my boy,"I wish to God dam it you had a shot atta me". And my boy
said"#hat need I have to shoot at you. You haven't bothered me. I don't have
no need to shoot at you." and he said, God damn it, you bet not never.

This econversation between Mr. Curby end my boy. HEy boy told him it was natural
that he, the sheriff, wuld have done the same thing, try to defend to save his
life. The sheriff 1it in then and went to cussing him but my boy didn’t open
his mouth. When they got to the car he opened the car and said to my bay

get in the dammn car". Them he took my boy over to his(the Sheriff's) daddy's
house,

My husband come to the house and asked me what has they done with the boy,
because he didn't see him and thought something was emiss. I told him he had
by carried to Mr., Curby's house over in the quarters. He cut through the
field, the shortest cut to Mr. Cur by's house and I followed behind him.

e got about a quarter of a mile up the field and Charlie Fields waistled to
us and signaled that they had gone on towards town. Mr. Cur by heard the
whistle and turned arowyd and come back to the first bridge and parked his
car beside the road, and got out the car and stood there %11l me and my husband
got there.

When we got there my husband walked up to the back of the car where the boy

was sitting down and 1aid his hands up on the car and said@ "boy, what is the
matter?”. My boy was so frustrated he was talking and crying and then my husband
turned arownd to the deputy sheriff, Mr. Curby and asked what was they going to
do with the boy. The sheriff said "I'M going to put him in jail, God damn it,
and don't you say no". Then he said somet.ing else I didn't understand and my
husband said "yes". And then the sheriff, Mr. Curby said, "God damn it, don't
say yes to me. You say yes sir and no sir." And my husband spoke again and
said,more or less as though talking to himself, "yes, yes, yes", shaking his
head. ind My.Curby then told my husband, "God damn, get in that ecar”, And then
my husband said "what I'm going to get in the car for? T haven't did nothing
and I haven't said nothing, and by that I'm not going to get in no car”.

Then Mr. Cuwby come out behind me and stood between me and my husband and

snatched out his pistol, threw it on my Bushbend and walked up to him and gl apped
him end said, "God damn 1it, you aint goin to get in that ear™. 4nd I Jumped

B e R < S
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between my husband and the sheriff with the gun. And I begzed him don't shot
him, all the time I was stamding betwixt them. The sheriff(Mr. Curby) said,
"God damn it, I*1l kill him in a minute". 4nd he raise his hand to slap me
and I did move and kept pleading for my husband. Then the sheriff took me by
the shoulder and slung me nearly across the highway, and walked back up to me
husband and slapped him and said again "you ain't going to get in this car".
My husband hadn't raised his hands or opened his mouth to do nothing. Then he
caught my husband by the shirt sleeve and tried to pull him to the car and he
Just rung his arm out his hand. After he did that my husband was standing
looking at the sheriff and the sheriff shot my husband. After he shot him
my husband just grabbed himself across the chest and started rumning back
toward the house., The sheriff started behind him and grabbed him by the arm
and turned him around. My husband fell to the ground. Then Curby spoke and
said to the other deputy, Millard Murphy,who was sitting in the car with the
boy all the time,"come here and help me put him in the car".,

They picked him up and put Rim in the back seat there beside my son. Took
him to Dr. winter's office. Left me standing there on the highway hollZering.

When they took him up to Dr. Winters office he advised the two sheriffs,
Mr. Curby and Mr, Murphy that my husband was already dead.when they brought
him in, They sent for Rev. Burton's undertaker to come and get the body.
The body is still at Burton's undertaker. I haven't seen or heard from
any of the law since.

Mr. cousin Charlie Fields and his two girls were right there looking at
the whole thing, right there when the sheriff shot my husband.

This all happened Thursday evening around two o'clock in the afternoon right
on the high way., There were no other by passers at that time.

I swear upon oath that the above informetion is true and correct.

sy Sgctelfora—

Mary Lockwood

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 6th day of May, 1946,

AT
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The Director, Federal Buresu of Investigation Vay 21, 1946

Theron L. Caudle, Agssistant Attorney General TLC sMIN s eow
144~-2-17
Deputy Sheriff Curby, subject oA kY
Willie Pim Lockwood, victim oRhE o =
civil Rights and Domestic Violence | ““‘la o ®

The Department rocd:nd a complaint in the nature of a

' gtatement, a photostatic copy of which is attached, in connection

with the alleged shooting and death of Willie Pim Lockwood at the
hands of Deputy cheriff Curby in Mscon County, Alabsma, on May 2,
1946, Mrs. Betty G. Hodge, Box 477, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama,
is said to have some knowledge of the matter.

It is requested that investigation be made to determine all
of the facts surrounding this matter. Written statements should be
obtained from the prineipsl witnesses and those of the widow and son
of the deceased should be in affidavit form for possible usé in
connection with the filing of informations.

Under Section 52 of Title 18, United States Code, a
penalty is provided for anyone who, under color of law, statute,
ordinanee, regulation or custom, subjects or causes to be sub-
jected any inhabitant to the deprivation of certain rights,

- privileges and immunities secured or protected by the gonstitution

or laws of the United States smong which are the right and privilege
not to be deprived of life and liberty without due process of law,
thcri@atmttohtdmidthooqulmﬂuﬂmofthclmbya
perseon exercising the authority of the State, and the immunity,
while in of ficial custody, to be free from illegal assault, batbery
and punishment.

The latest and contrelling Judicial proncuncement of the

effect of ;hu stotute is to be found in Serews v. United States,
325 U.S. 91

fnclosure No. 375689

CCs Reoorda\/
Ghronq
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x.g, M. ‘nmrauod Hnruhall

: &u . : smd‘l .1, HoAuAsCuPs -

- 20 West 40th Street
New York 18, New York

Dear Nr. Marshall:

I ha'v- your recent letter addressed to llr.
- Turner L. Smith, of my staff, with which you enclosed
the statement of Mary Lockwood, widow of #illie Pim
- Lockwood, setting forth the events preceding the death
of her husband.

Invutigat:l,on is being requested in the matter,

nnd it will be given close mimti.on when the reports
have been received.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney Ceneral

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney (eneral

CC: Records v
Chron. g ’*W \




ADDRESS REPLY TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER AN o T
TIC sMIN sesw WASHINGTON, D.C.
144-2-17 May 21, 1946

Edward Burns Parker, Esquire
United States Attorney
Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Mr. Parker:

de: Deputy Sheriff Curby, subject
Willie Pim Lockwood, victim
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

W
h} ‘ Enclosed is a copy of a memorandum sent today to the
] Federal Bureau of Investigation, which is self-explanatory.
Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attornmey General

Enclosure No, #75688

CC: Records
Chron.




B e N

srm?ml;.mmml-ﬂ“ | . 7 S .
'O]fﬁce Memomnd%m o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Assistant Attorney Ceneral T. L., Cdudle,
TO : Criminal Division DATE: july 12, 19L6

ROM  : Tyiyector - FBI

SUB‘]ECT J_J_JJ_r..L__a 1‘ Elx'l_ T. “ _Iﬁ—}vlv ot
rIUIL RIGHTS AND DC"beC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to your memorandum dated May 21, l9h6, entitled
"DEPUTY SHERIFF CURBY; WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD, Victim; CIVIL RIGHTS AND
DOVESTIC VIOLENCE". In accordance with your request, an investigation has
been conducted and there is transmitted herewith a conv of the report of Special
Agent Henry A. Donahoo dated June 21, l)ho, at Birmingham, Alabama.

I shall appreciate your ad%}sing me if any Eyiyher investigation is
o

desired.

Attachment
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BMI‘HGHMI’ AL}\. » FILE NO. M"W nc
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY .
WHICH MADE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. b1l 6/17-20/46 HENRY A. DONAHOO
TITLE \ CHARACTER OF CASE
WILLIE FREEMAN KIRBY CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
VICLENCE

syNnopsisoFFacTs: Subject, white, Chief Deputy Sheriff, Macon County, Ala., reported
to have shot and killed WILLIE PIM/IOCKWOCD, negro, near Tuskegee,
Ala., 5-2-46, Negro witnesses to shooting state subject killed
victim without cause and that victim was unarmed, Subject and
Deputy Sheriff SAM ALO MURFHY, who was with him, stated victim
attacked subject with knife and that subject shot in self defense,
while victim was attempting to free his son, ELIJAH LOCKWOOD, whom
the Deputy Sheriffs had just arrested for assault with intent to
kill., Case of instant shooting to be presented to Macon County,
Ala., Grand Jury at Tuskegee, Ala,, first Monday in October, 19ké.
No criminal record located on subject or victim in Macon County.

Ceo

DETAILg: v This case was first reported by the Bureau under the caption Deputy

Sheriff CURBY; WILLIE PIM IOCKNOOD-VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS AND

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

By letter dated Nay 28, 1946, the Bureau enclosed a memorandum from
Honorable THERON L. CAUDLE, Assistant Attorney General, dated May 21, 1946, request+
ing an investigation into the alleged sheoting of WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD by the subject
in Macon County, Alas., on May 2,:1946, There was attached to the Department's
memorandum sn affidavit executed by MARY IOCKWOOD, wife of the victim, concerning
her Imowledge of the shooting, _

The Department stated in the memorandum that Mrs. BETTY G. HODGE,
Box A77, Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Ala., was said to have had some knowledge of
the miters. The Department's memorandum and MARY LOCKWOOD's affidavit failed %o
reflect what BETTY HODGE was reported to have Jmown about the matter and the
Depurtment's memorandum did not give the source of :?ia spfgjjsmtion.
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent WALTON
HERBERT OSBORNE and the writer,

AT TUSKEGEE, ALA.:

MARY IEILA LOCKWOOD, negro, wife of the victim, R, F. D., Box
152, executed the following sworn signed statement:

n : - ; Tuskegee, Alabama
; June 17, 191&6

f I, Mary Ieila Lockwood, age 49, Route 2, Box 152, Tuskegee,
Alabama, wish to make the following voluntary statement to Special Agents

H. A, Donshoo and W, Herbert Osborne, relative to the facts surrounding the
killing of my husband, Willie Pim Lockwood on May 2, 1946, about 2 p. ma.,
near Tuskegee, Alabama, by Willie Kirby, Deputy Sheriff, Macon County,
hlasbama, I have been told that I do not have to make any statement and that
if I do make a statement that it can be used in a court of law,

¥ About 1:30 p. m. on May 2, 1946, my son, Elijah Lockwood left
our house and stated that he was going up to his cousin's, Charlie Fields
and talk for a while. Elijah had only been gone a few minutes when I heard
what sounded like a gun shot. A few minutes after I had heard a noise that
I thought was a gun shot my son Elijah came on home, I ask Elijah who was
shooting up at Charlie Fields and he did not answer me. Immediately after
coming home Elijah went on back into the kitchen to get something to eat
and in a few minutes Elijah returned to the front bedroom where I was sitt-
ing. About that time Mr. Kirby came in the side door of my house and Mr,
Murphy came in the front door. Mr, Kirby asked Elijah where the gun was
and Elijsh went over and got a small suitcase and sat it on top of a trunk
and Mr., Kirby reached on the inside and got the small gun out of the suitcase,
This gun was one that my sen, Elijah had brought home with him from Germany.

" After Mr. Kirby got the gun I ask him what was the matter and he
(Mr. Kirby) sald "you tell me and I will tell you, that is what I am trying
to find out." I then ask Elijah if he had been shooting and he stated,
#Yes Mama, and more than me." Mr. Kirby then said, "Lets go, Elijah." Mr,
Kirby, M. Murphy and Elijah left the house walking in the direction of
Charlie Fields house. Elijah was not handcuffed and % Elijah or I
ask them for a warrant. After they left with mjah/ﬁ ¢ ball¥, Bernice
Lockwood, to go out in the field and get her daddy and tell him to come to
the house and to come quick. I followed Mr. Kirby, Mr. Murphy and Elijah
on up to Charlie Field!'s house and at that time Mr. Kirby opened the door
to his car and told Elijah to get in the car. Elijah then spoke to Mr,
Kirby and ask him to go and Mr. Kirby told him that they would get him away
in plenty time, Mr, Kirby during the time he left our house and up to the
time that Elijah got in the car had been cursing a lot at Elijah, When we
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got up to Charlie Field!'s house I saw Mr, Ed. Kirby, Charlie Fields and his
two girls, Lula and Jessie Fields, and Mr. Murphy. These were the only
people that I saw there at this time.

" ~ After Mr. Willie Kirby and Mr. Ed Kirby had talked for a few
minutes they then got in their cars and left, with Elijah, Mr. Willie Kirby ,
and Mr, Murphy in one car and Mr. Ed. Kirby in the other car, When they &8
left Charlie Field's house they drove in the direction of Mr. Kirby's fathers
house. Shortly after they left my husband, Willie Lockwood, came %ip to
Charlie Field's and ask me what they had done with the boy, referring to
Elijah, I then told my husband that they had gone over into the quarters
-with Elijah to the house of Mr. Willie Kirby's father. My husband and I then
started across the field to go over to Mr. Kirby's house to find out where
they were going to take Elijah. When we were about as far from Charlie
Field's house as it is from my house to Charlie Fields house, Charlie Fields
whistled to us to let us know that Mr. Kirby had left the quarters and was
going back towards Tuskegee. When we looked around we saw Mr. Willie Kirby's
car going along the paved road towards Tuskegee. About that time we saw Mr.
Kirby's car coming to a stop and it came to a stop near the short bridge

Just below Charlie Fields house, and towards Tuskegee. MNr. Willie Kirby
turned his car around and came back up the road and parked his car across

the highway from Charlie Fields house. Mr. Willie Kirby parked his car

over on the shoulder of the road and then got out of his car and waited

until we walked up to where he was parked.

n When we walked up to the left side of the.car Willie Lockwood
spoke to Mr, Willie Kirby and said "Good Evening". My husband then spoke to
my son, Elijah, and said, "Boy, what in the world is the matter" and due to
the fact that Elijah was ecrying we could not understand what he said., I do
not know why Elijah was crying and I did not notice that he had any injuries
on him that would have caused him to be crying. My husband then turned to
Mr. Kirby and ask him what he was going to do with my son and Mr. Kirby then
said, "We are going to put him in jail and G__ D___ don't you say Naw."

Mr, Willie Kirby then said something to my husband that I did not understand
and Willie Lockwood said "Yes", Mr. Willie Kirby then said, "Don't say yes
to me, say Yes Sir and No Sir". My husband then stood and looked at Mr. .
Kirby and said, "Yew, Yes, Yes." Mr. Kirby then walked around me and got
between me and my husband and said "G____D____ get your G__D__ ass in
that car." Willle Iockwood then said that he had not done anything and

that he was not going to get in the car. Mr. Kirby then walked up to

willie Lockwood and slapped him and said you aren't going to get in that car
are you and at that time drew his gun out of his holster and threw it on my
husband., The only thing that my husband did when Mr. Kirby slapped him was
to shake his head and look back at Mr. Kirby. I then got between Mr. Kirby
and my husband and ask Mr. Kirby not to kill him. Mr. Kirby then pushed me
out of the way and then walked up te my husband and slapped him a second
time. Mr. Kirby then said to my husband "You aren't going to get in the damn
car” and it was immediately after making this statement that Mr. Kirby slapped
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Will the second time. I then told Will, my husband to go on and get in the car
and at the same time Elijah ask my husband to get in the car. My husband then
said "I haven't done anything and haven't said anything and by that I ain't
getting in no car." Mr. Kirby then grabbed my husband's shirt sleeve and kind
of pulled him and the shirt sleeve slipped out of his hand when my husband
drew his arm away from Mr. Kirby and it was at that time that Mr. Kirby fired
the pistol that he had in his hand. My husband threw both hands up on his
chest and gave one grunt and started across the highway and Mr. Kirby caught
him and shoved him back towards the car. When Will got up to the car he

sort of squatted down and then stretched out in the road. Mr, Kirby then
spoke to ¥r. Murphy and ask him to get out of the car and help him pick my
husband up. They then put Will in the back seat of the car and drove off in
the direction of Tuskegee. Iir. Murphy did not get out of the car until after
Will Lockwood had been shot and did not have a word to say during the time
that Mr. Kirby was talking to my husband and me. I do not feel that Mr.
Murphy is in any way responsible for the death of my husband. In so far as

L know the only people that saw this shooting were Mr. Murphy, Mr. Will Kirby,
Elijah and myself,

i So far as I know my .husband did not have a gun oi' k.ﬁife on him
at the time that this shooting took place.

" i have red this 4 page state is true,

/s/ MARY LOCKWOOD
Witness)
s/ H, A. DONAHOO, Sp. Agt., F.B.I.

State of Alabama{
Macon County

"Personally appeared before me, W. Herbert Osborne, a notary public, in and
for said State and County Mary Lockwood, who has made known to me and after
being duly sworn deposeth and says that she has read the above statement
consisting of four typewritten pages and that it is true and correct,

/8/ MARY LOCKWOOD
Mary Lockwoods

"Sworn to and subscribed to before me this the 17th day of June, 1946,

/e/ W, HERBERT OSBORNE,
My Commission expires January 10, 1949. Notary Publie.

(SEAL) o

The LOCKWOOD woman stated that so far as she knows, the only
witnesses to the shooting were the subject, Deputy Sheriff SAM MURPHY, ELIJAH

Al
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LOCKWOOD and herself.

'CHARLIE FIELDS, negro, R. F. D. 2, Box 152, executed the follow-

ing signed statement: ' ¥ _

" g ! Tuskegee, Alabama §
: June 17, 1946

n ; I, Charlie Fields, age 39, Route 2, Box 152, Tuskegee, Alabama,
wish to make the following voluntary statement to Special Agents H. A. Donahoo
and V. Herbert Osborne, after being advised that I do not have to make any

statement and that any statement that I do make can be used in a court of law.

" - I recall that something like six weeks ago Mr. Ed, Kirby came

to my house and stated that his father, Mr. Will Kirby, had sent over to

see about getting some cotton seed. I told Mr. Ed Kirby that the cotton
seed were down in the field and that I would have to go down there and get
them, By the time that I returned from the field getting the cotton ssed Mr.

' BEd Kirby had left my house and I learned from Elijah Lockwood that he had
!Blnag z;_lc;me words with Mr. Ed Kirby and that Mr. Kirby had thrown a shovel at

Jah. -

A In a few minutes after I returned from the field Mr, Ed Kirby
returned to my house and as he got out of his car he brought his shot gun
out with him, I would say that this was about 1 or 1:30 p. m. When Mr, Ed
Kirby got out of his car he said to me to get him out of the house that he
was going to shoot. I ask Mr, Kirby not to be shooting around the house as
my children were at the house. I was standing on my porch during this time,
Mr, Kirby backed off like he was going to shoot and I then went in the room
on the west side of my house. When I got on the inside of my house Elijah
Lockwood was standing in the door leading from the west room to the east
room of my house. That is the east and west rooms on the front part of

the house, Just after I got inside of the house I heard the noise of a gun
going off on the outside of the house. About that time Elijah left out of
my sight and immediately after that I heard the noise of a pistol being
fired, After the shooting stopped, the exact number of shots that were
fired I can't make a statement about as I was flustered, I peeped out of
the door and saw Mr. Ed Kirby driving off towards Tuskegee,

" In about thirty (30) minutes Mr. Ed Kirby returned with ir.
Willie Kirby and a Mr, Murphy. In the meantime Elijah had left my house to
go home, Mr. Willie asked me what the trouble was and I told him that I
did not know as I was in the field and he stated that he had learned that I
was in the field. Mr. Willie then ask me where Elijah was and I told him
that he had gone on down towards his house and Mr. Willie and Mr. Murphy
went. on down towards Elijah's house. They were gone for & few minutes and
came back with Elijah and put him in Mr. Willie's car. Mary Lockwood came
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on up to the house with them when they returned with Elijah, After they put
Elijah in the car they drove off in a very short time going in the direction
of Mr, Will Kirby's house. (Will Kirby being the father of Willie Kirby
and Ed Kirby).

" In a few minutes Will Lockwood came up and along with his wife,
Mary, they started out across the field to go over to Mr. Will Kirby's
house. When they were out in the field a short distance a man by the name
of John who works for Mrs. Lee at the furniture store whistled to Will and
Mary and signaled that Mr., Willie Kirby and the others were going back in
the direction of Tuskegee, Will and Mary turned around in the field and
came back to the road, About the time that Will and Mary got to the road
lir, Willie and those in his car had turned around and came back down the
road and stopped near the entrance to my house,

u About the time that Mr. Willie Kirby and Will and Mary met up
on the road and turned around and went back into my house., I stayed in my
house until I heard another shot and then came out on my front porch and
looked down towards the road. About that time I saw Will Lockwood fall to
the ground on the edge of the road., I did not see a gun in the hand of
Mr, Willie Kirby. I did not see a gun in the hand of anyone at that time.
I can not say who shot Will Lockwood as I did not see who did the shooting.
I did not hear any conversation between any of the persons on the road
before they took Will away in Mr. Willie Kirby's car,

" I can't read or write but this statement has beén read to me
and it is true and correct to the best of knowledge.

His

x

Mark

Charlie Fields

Witnesses:

/8/ W, HERBERT 0SBORNE,
W. Herbert Osborme, Special Agent
F. B. I., Bimmingham, Alabama

/8/ H. A. DONAHOO
H, A. Donahoo, Special Agent
F. B. I., Birmingham, Alabama. "

The FIEIDS negro advised that so far as he knew there were no
witnesses to the shooting other than those named by MARY LOCKWOOD.

LULA HARRIS, negro, age 13, advised that she could not read nor
write, but stated orally that about a month ago around 3:30 PM, she was on
the front porch of CHARLIE FIELDS' home and Mr, ED KIRBY, white, drove up
to the house and asked CHARLIE FIELDS to go to the field after some cotton
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seed, At the time ELIJAH LOCKWOOD was also at the house and after CHARLIE
FIELDS went to the field, she heard Mr. ED KIRBY ask ELIJAH LOCKWOOD if he
had a farm and LOCKWOOD replied that he had, KIRBY then asked ELIJAH if

he did not help his fatner and ELIJAH said, "Ain't there no way to help him
besides plowing." According to LULA HARRIS, Mr. ED KIRBY said he guessed
there was and ELIJAH then said; "I work at the school. Don't that sound
like helping him," Mr. ED KIRBY then jumped up and said, "Here little boy,
you don't have to talk to me like that", and according to LULA HARRIS, Mr,
ED KIRBY then picked up a shovel off the ground and threw it at ELIJAH, but
missed him, She stated that Mr., KIRBY then got in his car and went home,

LULA HARRIS stated that after Mr. ED KIRBY left the house,
CHARLIE FIELDS brought the cotton seed back from the field and was sitting
on the porch when Mr. ED KIRBY came back to the house a few minutes later in
his car and he jumped out of the car with a shotgun in his hand., She stated
that when ELIJAH saw this, he went in the house. She further stated that
as soon as Mr, ED KIRBY got out of the car he told CHARLIE FIELDS, "You
better get that nigger out of there or I'll shoot in there," and she stated
that CHARLIE FIELDS then asked Mr. ED KIRBY not to shoot into the house.
She stated that she and her sister, JESSIE HARRIS, age 8, and her uncle,
CHARLIE FIELDS, then went into the house and she heard a gun go off and she
then saw ELIJAH LOCKWOOD shoot a pistol from the house about five times at
Mr. ED KIRBY and that Mr. KIRBY then got in his car and left.

LULA HARRIS stated that after Mr. ED KIRBY left, she then weat
to the LOCKWOOD home and she had no further information as to the events
that took place thereafter.

It should be noted that LULA HARRIS is a typical country negro Y
girl, who is extremely shy and inarticulate,

JESSIE HARRIS, negro, age 8, was interviewed at the home of
CHARLIE FIELDS and she gave about the same information as did LULA HARRIS,
stating also that she went to the LOCKWOOD home immediately after the shoot-
ing between Mr. ED KIRBY and ELIJAH LOCKWOOD and she knew nothing about the
events that took place thereafter. Due to the age of this child, it is not
believed that she would make a particularly good witness.

VIOLA FIELDS, negro, age 39, R. F. D. 2, Box 152, wife of
CHARLIE FIELDS, was interviewed and stated that she was at Fort Davis, Ala, s
during the entire day of instant shooting and that she knew nothing about
it., She stated that ELIJAH LOCKWOOD was an overseas veteran and after his
return from the service he had been telling her that he had a Germsn pistol
which he got overseas and that he would show it to her sometime., She gtated
about & week before WILL LOCKWOOD was killed that ELIJAH LOCKWOOD came by
her home on Sunday and said he was going to church and asked her to let him
leave his gun at the house until he came back, She took the gun and put it
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in the chifferobe drawer and she told ELIJAH that he could get it any time
that he wanted it, but that he did not come back for the gun that Sunday.
She stated that so far as she knows; the gun was still in her chifferobe
drawer on the day of the killing when she went to Fort Davis, Alabame.

; VIOLA FIELDS knew of no eye witnesses to the shooting of WILLIE
PIM LOCKWOOD other than those named by MARY LOCKWOOD.

JOHN EDWARD KIRBY, white, age 23, who resides on R. F. D, #,
Notasulga, Ala,, was interviewed and executed the following signed statement:

" Notasulga, Alabama

: June 18, 1946
" ¥ |
I, John Edward Kirby, white, age 23, Notasulga, Alabama, Route
One, wish to make the following voluntary statement to Special Agents H. A.
Donahoo and W. Herbert Osborne, relative to a difficulty that I had with a
man by the name of Elijah Lockwood about the first part of May, 1946, near
the home of Charlie Fields.

o During the war I was a member of the armed forces of the United
States, having served at Fort Shelby, Mississippi. During the early part
of May, 1946 I was requested by my father, Mr. Will Kirby, to get in the

car and go over to Charlie Fields and get some cotton seed, . I went over to
Charlie Fields and told him that my father wanted some cotton seed and
Charlie Filelds told me that he would have to go down in the field to get the
seed., While Charlie Fields was gone out after the cotton seed there was a
negro by the name of Elijah Lockwood standing on Charlie Fields porch.

¥ While sitting on the steps of Charlie Fields house I remarked to
this negro that it certainly was a fine day to plant cotton and he remarked,
"Yea, it sure is", In a few minutes I ask this negro if he was helping his
Father and he said, "I figure it isn't any of your G__ D__ business and I
can help my Father in more ways than plowing a mule." At this time I was
sitting on the door steps with my back to this negro and when he made the
above remark I slipped off of the steps and picked up a shovel without a
handle and threw it at him, but did not hit him, Immediately after this
Elijah left the porch and went into the house of Charlie Fields and began
looking through the drawers of the dressers and I thought he might be looking
for a gun, Just as soon as I saw Elijah going through the dresser drawers,
and believing that he was looking for & gun, I got in my car and pulled down
on the main highway some fifty (50) yards away and waited there until Charlie
Fields ¢ame up with the cotton seed. Charlie Fields had mot brought all of
the cotton seed that I wanted so I put what he had in the car and came on
home with them, Before I left Charlie Fields house he understoed that I
would have to come back to get the rest of the cotton seed,

L After taking the first of the cotton seed home I got a shot gun
"8-



, and put 1'1: in the car and then raturned to Gharlie Fields to plck up the
. rest of the cotton seed, When I got back over to Charlie Fields house I
parked on- the shoulder of the road, the paved highway, headed towsrds
‘Tuskegee and got out of the left side of the car and started towards. the
back of the car. it that time I saw Charlie Fields standing on his front
. porch and saw him leave the porch and go in the house just as soon as he
" saw me, I did not have my shot gun in my hand at the time that I got out
of my car and headed towards the rear of my car. When I was just about
even with the left rear fender of my car I heard the report of a pistol and
heard something strike my car. A%t the moment I did not lmow where this
- object had struck my car and I got back of my car and peached inside of my
car and got my gun. I can't say exactly how many whots ware fired at me
but it is my best judgment that thiee (3) shots were fired from Charlie
Fields house in my direction. After obtaining my shot gun I stepped out
.from behind the car and fired one shot into the side of the house. My gun
 was loaded with bird shot and I knew that they 1rou1d not do any damge to
the homo X

s ; '._L'ater on I .f_oum:l a bullet lying on the back seat of my c_ar and

a hole in the right wing window of the car. 'This wing window had a hole

in it. I turned this bullet over to the Sheriff of Macon County, Pat Evans,
Immediately after firing my gun once I got back into my cdr and drove into
Tuskegee and obtained a warrant for the arrest of Elijah Lockwood. My
brother, Ralph Kirby, had the car repai‘red at some garage in Opelika, Alabama.

- ‘1 have read this statement of a page and friction it is true
-and corract. : :

/s/ JORN EDWARD KIRBY
Witness: . ‘
/s/ H. A, DONAHOO
He A, Donahoo, Sp. Agt. FBI,

" /8/ W, HERBERT OSBORNE
W. Herbert Osbome, Sps Agt. FBI. n:

JOHN LIOYD_ negro, who norka for the Gottleib Furniture Comp
in Tuskegee, Ala., stafed that on the day the victim was killed, he (LLOYD,
went to the house of CHARLIE FIELDS some time in the afternoon and he noticed
the Sheriff's car parked in the yard. A few minutes later, Mr. WILLIE KIRBY
and another white man brought ELIJAH LOCKWOOD up to the car, put him in the
car and drove off. After they carried ELIJAH LOCKWOOD off, WILLIE LOCKWOCD
and his wife came up and they started out across the .t‘ield towards Mr.
KIRBY's farm, About that time WILLIE KIRBY and the white man with him came
by the house in the car with ELIJAH LOCKWOOD headed towards Tuskegee., LLOYD
then got into his truck and started towards Tuskegee and he met WILLIE KIRBY
‘and the others in the car at the small bridge on the Tuskegee Highway below
CHAKLIE FIELDS' home., KIRBI's car was headed North and when LLOYD erossed
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the long bridge several hundred yards from the FIELDS Home, he looked in
his rear view mirror and saw WILLIE LOCKWOOD fall on the ground; He stated
he saw no weapons of any kind in anyones hands and that he has no ‘idea who
killed WILLIE LOCKWOOD or how he was killed, SRR s Ity

. Records at the Cireuit and County Gourt Clerks office and at
‘the Police Department failed to reveal any criminal record on either the ;
subject or the victim, - e 2 > b b ey,

o _Records at the Gounty Health office reflected a death record on
WILLIE PIM LOCKfOOD showing that he died of a gunshot wound in the chest on
May 2, 1946, His address was given as Beat 1, Macon County, Ala., and his

_ age was given as 58, The information concerning the death of this man was

- filed June 6, 1946, _ Rt

~H, D, RAYMON, County Selicitor of Macon County, Ala., furnished
a copy of an investigative report made by dJ. V. KITCHENS, a criminal investi-
gator for the Bureau of Investigation and Identification of the Alabama
Department of Public Safety dated May 20, 1946, Mr. RAYMON advised that
this investigation was conducted by himself and by Mr, KITCHENS and that
KITCHENS had been sent to Tuskegee to make this investigation at his,
RAYMON's, request, ' :

The fé]loning is being quoted from the above-mentioned report;

" The writer met Mr. HARRY D. RAMON at his office in Tuskegee,
Mabama where Mr., RAYMON advised the writer that he wished the writer to
assist him in making the investigation where WILLIE PIM IOCKWOOD was shot
on April 30, 1946 by Mr. WILLIE KIRBY, Chief Deputy Sheriff, Macon County,
Alabama and LOCKWOOD was pronounced dead upon his arrival at the doctor's
office, "Mr, RAYMON told the writer that he had already secursd a signed -
statement from ELIJAH LOCKWOOD and he handed this statement to the writer
8o that ‘he might familiarize himself with this case, The original signed
statement is being retained by Mr. HARRY D, RAYMON at his office at Tuskegee,
Ababama and below is a copy of this statement: '

PR ,Aly name is ELIJAH LOCKWOOD. I am the son of WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD.

oy On May 2, 1946 after I was arrested by Mr, KIRBY I was taken to

Mr. KIRBY's house. Nothing was done to me there. Then we came back by my
~ house going to town, Mr, KIRBY turned the car around and stopped, and then
/. I s@n my father coming from the direction of Mr. KIRBY's house. Mr. KIRBY
. -asked me if that wes my father., My father came to the car,

" My father asked Mr. KIRBY what was the matter. Mr, KIRBY told
him they got me for shooting. ;
L My father asked me if I was shooting, and I told him I was, He

-10-
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“then asked me what busineas you had shoot.ing.

ﬂ 5 K0 the times T dwve up with Mr. KIRBY I was nob crying and T did
not start crying until after my father was shot. After he was shot I started

crying

" L d:!.ch't. answer my father when he asked me what business I had -
shooting, He then said "'Iou had no busimaa shooting on their pla.ce.

L " He then asked Mr, KIRBY what he was going to 4o wibh me, W,
KIRBY said he was go:mg to takeme to jail,

" lly i‘at.her t.hen aaked me why I was shooting. 1 at.arted oxplain-
ing the reason. I said about 2 words and Mr, KIRBY got out,

e lly father was standing against the car and when Mr. KIRBY 'got‘ :
out he stepped back a few steps. Mr. KIRBY then told him to get in the car.

" ' My mother was with my father all of the time and. came bo thq car
with him, ;
i After Mr. KIRBY told my father to get in the car, my father said,

'1 haven't dome anything, T have no right to get in,!

e Mr, KIRBY said, 'You will get in' and hit my father with his left
hand. My father stepped back and he caught my fa.t.her by the right arm. He
caught my father's right arm with his left hand,

] . At that time Mr, MURPHY was standing on the other side of the car.

" My mother said, "Mr. KIRBY, don't shoot! Don't shootl Mr,
KIRBY said, "You better shut up,* .

" Then My, KIRBY told my father to get in the car, My father
said, 'I have no right to get In, I haven't done nothing. What am I going
to get in fort'?

"o Mr, KIRBY SAID, 'I said get in'. Then I started calling my
father but he never anawered me.

" Then he went to turn and Mr, KIRBY shot him. My father never
gald a word after he was shot,

" After he was shot my mother ran towards the house,

n When he first hit my father Mr. KIRBY pulled his gun out, He
held the gun on him during the entire conversation after my father was ﬁrst

hit.
-1]_—
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" ik l&y mnther came to see me while I was in jail last ﬂednesday, May

8. She was here before that a few days after I was put. in jail. I think it
was the Saturday rollcwing the Thursday I was placed in jaile

W L - We did not discuas the shooting while she v:n.s:Lted me,

ao ¥ L R e statemant was made of my own free will and accord,

& -i'hreats of any kind being made against me and was made in the presence of
M, MERRILL GREATHDUSE, Mr. L. A. REYNOLDS and HARRY D, RAYMON and consists

of three pages and a portion of the Lth page of paper,

- ELLJAH TOCKWOOD
"Sworn to and subscribed before me t.his May 11, 191;6

- 'HARRY D. RAYMON
- Notary Public, :
Macon County, Alabama _ "

» The writer went to the County Jail where he talked to ELIJAH
LOCKWOOD (Cl), bom September 1k, 1922, 5t 5" tall, weight 135 pounds, -
ELIJAH stated to the writer that he had been in the army and had been dis-
charged only about two months., He then gave the writer another signed
statement. The originel was turned over to Mr. HARRY D, RAYMON and is being
retained in his office at Tuskeges, Alabam Belou is a copy of this state-
nment:

s " Macon COunty Jail
< s 3 Po' Ho

5/13/16

5 - I, ELIJAH LOCKWOOD make the following stat.emant. to J. V.
KITCHENS, Criminal Investigator for the Depsrtment of Public Safety who

has made himself known to me &s such. I make this statement of my own free
will snd accord after I have been told that I did not have to make a statement
but if I did it might be used in a Court of Law,

R On Thursday May 2nd, 1946 sbout 1:30 or 2:00 P. M, Mr. KIRBY
came to nmy house to get me. He left his car in the yard of CHARLIE FIELDS.
He arrested me at my house and walked me back to his car and put me in the
car,

n Mr. KIRBY then drove up te his father's house and his tather,
mother and two of his brothers came out in the yard, Mr. KIRBY told them
that he had the boy who had been doing the shooting. One of the brothers
sald where is he and Mr. KIRBY said 'Here he is in the car'., - Then Mr,

KIRBY drove off.
AP
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K . Before Mr, KIRBY ever arrested me he ca]led me by name and I
was in the house eating dinner. I walked to the door and he asked me where
the gun was that I had been doing the shooting with. I said, 'Here it is
over hsre' o I had it in a suitcase over behind the bed. ' I reached for it
and he said; 'That is all right. I'll get it.!' So I handed him the suit-
case and he opened it-and got. the gun out. The pistal was a 32 semi-
automatic, a German made gun, that I brought back i’mm Germany with me,

N go After we 1e£t. M, KmBY's daddy's house we came back down the
higlway toward town and came by CHARLIE FIELDS house and iir. KIRBYstopped
and asked me if that was my daddy coming across the field from Mr. KIRBY!s
~ daddy's house and I said, 'Yes.sir', We just sat there for two or three

minutes until my daddy and other _ walked up to the car. They walked up
to the left side of the car and my daddy said, 'What is -the trouble?’ - Mr.
KIRBY said he had me for shooting., Then my fat;her turned to me and asked
me what business have you got up here shooting? Before I answered he asked
Mr, KIRBY 'What are you going to do with him?' Mr, KIRBY Said, ‘I'm going
to put him in jail', ‘Then my father said to me again, 'You had no business
shooting's 'You are up here on their place', Then he asked me again what
was you doing up here shooting and I started to tell him and about this time
Mr. KIRBY got out, My father stepped back to let lfr, KIRBY get out. Then
Mr, KIRBY said to my father, 'You get in' and my father said, 'I have no
right to get in, I haven't did mothing!. Then Mr. KIRBY said, !You will
gét in' and he slapped my father. My fathor started to turn away to the
‘right and Mr. KIRBY caught my father by his right arm with his (Mr, KIRBY's)
left hand and pulled his pistol out. My mother said, 'lMir. KIRBY, don't
shoot, don't shootl' Then Mr. KIRBY told Mama, 'You bet.ter shut up'. Then
he told my father to get in and my father said, 'I have no right to get in.
I haven't did nothing' and I called, "Popi Popl but he didn't answer me.
My father was turning back away and to his right. Mr. KIRBY said, 'You
will get in' and about this time he shot, Then Mr. KIRBY tumed my father
aloose and he then took a few steps, turned around, took a step or two and
fell, My father never did say a word after he was shot,

" I have read this statement consisting of three page-n and it is |
true, I made this statement without being beat, abused, threatened or |
promised any reward to get me to make it, |

(ELIJAF LOCKWOOD)
Witnesses: N TR R

J. V, KITCHENS

- - -

" We then went to a neighbors house, CHARLIE FIEIDS (CM), and
there we saw VIOLA FIELDS and asked her if she could tell us where MARY
LOCKWOOD was., She stated that she had just left her in Tuskegee and that she
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left her at Mr. BRANTILEY!s store but that HARI told her that she would be home
on the 400 bus, The writer looked at his watch and informed her that it was
almst 4:15 at this time and VIOLA stated that she must have missed the 4:00
bus and would be home on the 5:00 bus. The writer then asked VIOLA where '
CHARLIE was and she stated that he was in the field working but that she _
would call her twe children and send for him. She called LULA HARRISON and
JESSIE HARRISON to the car and the writer asked LULA HARRISON, a colored

-girl of about ten to twelve years of age, if she saw any of the difficulty

when PIM IOCKWOOD was killed and she stated that she and JESSIE (her sister),
(approximately 6 years of age) had both gone with children of MARY and

" WILLIE IOCKWOOD down the path and were below the gap almost in the LOCKWOOD

yard when they heard the pistol fire, She stated that she knew nothing and

~ saw nothing that happened on the highway. The writer then asked JESSIE if

what LULA had said was true and also the same thing that she knew and she
said, 'Ies sirt, : ;

L The writer then asked VIOLA FIELDS if she saw this diﬁ‘ieulty
and she said, No sir, thank goodness, I wasn't at home. I left here about
10:00 that morning, spent the rest of that day and that night with my
husband's cousin, GEORGE STINSON."

[ S CHARLIE FIELDS came walking up from the field and the writer
and Mr. HARRY D. RAYMON identified themselves and he made the following oral
_ statement: .
" I was at.anding on my front porch and I knowed that a car was parked

out by the side of the road. I knowed Mr. WILLIE KIRBYwas driving it and I
knowed that it was the same car that had come down here and got ELIJAH. The
first thing was that PIM came through my yard and went on over towards Mr.
KIRBY's, then Mr. WILLIE come on back by and went across the bridge and
turned around and came back. JOHN, a boy who works with Mr. NORRIS GOTTLIEB,
was in ny yard and he whistled to FIM to let PIM know that Mr. WILLIE had
done come from over at the KIRBY quarters and was going towards town. Mr.
KIRBY must have heard JOHN whistle for he turned around and came back. MNr.
WILLIE and PIM met at the road and had been there for about ten minutes
when I heard the gun fire. I walked out to the edge of my poreh toward the
road and I saw PIM falling on his face. lr., WILLIE was standing by the side
of him. MARY LOCKWOOD was about 6' from PIM and she started hollering and
running toward her house, She came by my house through my yard and went on
toward home, The other deputy sheriff was sitting in the car., I didn't see
ELIJAH at all. I didn't hear anyone say anything at all. All I heard was
MARY LOCKWOOD hollering and squealing. The other deputy sheriff didn't get
out of the car and Mr. WILLIE asked him out to help him put PIM in the back
of the car. Mr, KIRBY and the other deputy sheriff picked him up and put
him in the back of the car and drove off toward town. JOHN had already
drove off in the truck and he was down by the bridge when the shooting took
place. There were three negro boys, DOUGLAS SANDS, JOE SANDS and DOWELL
SANDS who were plowing in the field across the creek,
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" Just as we were concluding our conversation with CHARLIE FIELDS
the 5:00 Airport bus ran and MARY LOCKWOOD got off this bus and came walking
- through CHARLIE FIELDS! yard. VIOLA FIELDS met MARY and took part of her
packages and told MARY that these two men wanted to talk to her. MARY came
to the car and the writer and Mr. HAREY D, RAYMON identified themselves and -
asked MARY if she uould make a statement to us as to the death of her husband,
WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD, to which she stated that she certainly would and that .
she would make the same statement if it was a thousand years from now., This
 statement was then written and MARY LOCKWOOD signed the statement. The
* original statement is being retained in the office of Mr. HARRY D. RAYLDN,

Tuskegee, Alabama and below is a copy of this statement-

"My name is MARY mcxwoon. My ms:l.den name was mtmc."

"y husband's death ocecurred on May 2, 1946 on the highuay
_ leading to the Tnskegoe Army Airfield. It happened about 2 o' clock in the
afbernoon. ;

‘WAfter the officers. got the boy I followed them to the highway :
and sent my smallest girl for ay husband.

- "When my husband came to where I was, I tnld him t.hey book
ELIJAH to Mr, KIRBY's house.

"After we crossed ﬁeid, CHARLIE FIELDS whistled to us and we
came back. The officer's car turned around and came back and stopped by

the highway,

"Before we got to the car, Mr, KIRBY was -tariding outside of
the car, twirling his keys in his hand,

- "WILL (my husband) walked up to the ear and put his hand on the
car and said, '"Boy, what is the trouble'? The boy was crying and we couldn't
understand what he said.

"lly husband t.urnad around and asked Hr. KIRBY, 'What are you
going to do with ‘him??

"Mr., MURPHY was sitting in the car and didn't say or do any-
thing.

"Mr, mBI said, 'I am going to put him in jail and God damn
it, don't you say no',

"My husband didn't say anything. Mr. KIRBY then said something
else and my husband said !Yes',

"Mr. KIRBY said, 'God dam it, don't say yes to me, say yes-
gir and no-sir!. "
L] 5-



"y husband looked at Mr. KIRBY and said 'Ies, Yes, Iesl
#iir. Kirby walked around me and walked up to-my husband and

said, 'Cod damn it, get. in the car!.

UThen my husband said, 'I haven't did anything and I haven‘t

said anything and I don't have any right to get in the car. Then Mr. KIRBY
~walked up and slapped him and sa.id, You not going to get in the car?!

“Then Mr, KIRBY pulled his gun and I jumped between my husband

and Mr. KIRBY. I said, "Please Mr. KIRBY, don't shoot him. Please don't

ki1l h:lm'

iy, KIRBY aaid, I'11 kill him in a God da.mn minute's I stood
between Mr. KIRBY and my husband and continued to beg and plead with him
not to kill my husband.,

Uiy, KIRBY grabbad me by the right. shoulder with his left hand

 and puahed me out of the way.

niir, KIRBY then walked up to my husband and slapped him again
and told him, 'You ain't go:lng bo get in this car?”!

"I then said, 'KILL, just go ahead and get in the car!, ELIJAH
sa:ld, 'Poppa, come get in the car', '

: "iill said, 'I am not going to get in a car because I haven't
did nothing', .

: "l{r. KIRBY caught my hnsba.nd by the arm %o put him in the car,
My huaband snatched his arm loou and Mr. KIRBY then shot him,

;  "When ha shot him my husband grabbed his chest, turned around
starbed running back toward CHARLIE FIELDS' house and Mr, K]RBI ran up
behind him, grabbed his arm, and snatcdhed him around and gave him a shove
and he squatted down and stretched out on his stomach about 3 feet from the
car, )

. ", MURPHY didn't move or say anything and was still sitting
in the fmnt seat of the car,

"Then Mr. KIRBY teld Mr., MURFHY to get out and help him put
ny husband in the car, They put him in the back seat with ELIJAH,

nI started screaming and came home yelling as loud as I could."

. MARY LOCKWOOD
Signed this May 13, 1946, before us:
HARRY D. RAYMON

J.. V. KITCHENS "
sl .
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b
llr. EAMH adviaad t,hat he aid not care bo give a complete statemnt :

“a b sl Dot Deputy Sheriff WILLIE KIRBY had told him, but that Deputy Sheriff
KIRBY had told him generdlly that the victim had attempted to keep him from- taks ing

ELIJAH IOCKWOOD to town after he had arrested h:im and further that the victim

. had attacked Deputy KIRBY and had attempted to cut him with 2 knife and that =~ )
- /Deputy KIRBY had advised him that he had shot WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD in self-defense.

- 'He stated that the gun used by ELIJAH IOCKWOOD in his attempts to shoot ED KIRBY -
“~and the knife which Deputy KIRBY stated WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD used in his attack

.. upon him were dn the posms:mn of the Kacon @ County Girewlt Court cum, . T,
. WATSON. | :

S TL llr. BANJN furthar atated that he ‘was presanting the case of ’ohe shooting

¥ by Depnty KIRBY to the Macon County grand jury the first londay of October, 1946,
provided the Federal Government does not take affirmative prosecutive action

- before that time, He indicated that he felt sure Deputy KIRBY sht the victim

. in self defense, but thst he was presenting the case to the Gra.nd Jur:r in order
bo fulfill his duties as county Jolicitor,. _ :

L He N HATSOH, Clerk of Gircult cOurt., Macon county, Ala,, produced a

- 'warrant which was filed in his office and which upen examination revealed that
' on May 2, 1946, JOHN E. KIRBY had appeared before JOHN SLATON, Justice of the

Peace, and swore out a warrant charging ELIJAH IOCKWOOD with unlawfully and
with malice aforethought assamlted JOHN E. KIRBY with intent to marder him,
This warrant showed that it had been executed by arresting ELIJAH LOCKWOOD.

“on May 2, 1946, by S, M, MURPHY, Dapnby Sheriff, The only witness listed on

the warrant was JOHN E. KIRBY. ]
‘ WATSON also produced for examination what appeared bo be a 32 calibrs

automatic type pistol which had serisl number 502991 and was equipped with

transparent plastic grips, Under the grips on eéither side of the pistol were
the plctures of some unknown negro women. This gun was apparently of German

| origin, but did not have the name of a manufacturer on the outside. I, however,

was noted that there was the msual sign of a German spread eagle imprinted on

the side of the gun. WATSON also permitted the examination of one pocket knife
which is generally known as & "switch blade" knife which had some grey material
on the sides, The blade on this knife was something over B" in length, There
was also a small envelope which WATSON stated contained & slug which allegedly had

0
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been fired into Mr. KIRBY's automobile from the ahove-sientioned gun. by ELIJAH LOCKWOOD.

ELIJAH LOCKWOOD, eolored, age 23, was interviewed in the Macon County
jail at Tuskegee, Ala. , where he was being held on a local charge of assault with
intent to marder and the following sworn statement was obtained from him:

n Tuskegee, Alabama

June 18, 1946
I Eli jah lockwoed, age 23, residence Route 2, Box 152, Tuskegee,
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3 y E : p " 5 .- : - ‘ d -
% 3’ ey £ 5 b e A . . » - - for 43 L il
. : iy 3 % = 48 ¥ ity T > B N £

e

- Alabsma, wish o mike the foilowing stabement to Spectal Kgents H, 4, Donahoo

end. W, Herbert Osborne, after being advised that T do not have to make 'any

. -statement and that 4f I do make a statement that the same can be used in & cqurf,,:" A

-of law, e

. monthe and overseas for 23 months. I returned to ny home at Tuskegee on -

L S o in the armed. services during the recent war for & botel of 3% %o

. dmech 12, 196,

G, On May 2, 1946, aboﬁt}' 1or 1:30 p.m, I wéqfiat-f,bhe home of’.nvtco:usixir s

RO 15 | o ‘-:‘_: ; ‘ .
- Gharlie Fields, which is about 200 yards from my home, when Mr, Ed, Kirby came

_up and ask Charlle Fields about getting some cobton seed,  Charlie Flelds told

o Mr, &d, Kirby that the seeds were in the field and that he would have to go ==

after them, Charlie Fields left to go get the seed and Mr, Ed Kirby sat down . =
on the edge of the porch and I was standing on the porch. I ask Nr. Ed Kirby

4f he had finished planting his cotton and he stated that they had not finished

. planting, I then remarked that my Father, Willie Pim Iockwood, had to replant -

! soms of his gotton. Mr. Ed Kirby ask me who was ny Father snd I told him,

Mr, Ed Kirby then ask me if I helped my Father and I stated that I did. Then

Mr, Kirby stated that you state you help your father, but I don't see you doing

anybhing now, I then told him that you can help without plowing. M. Ed Kirby

then ask me where I worked and I told him that I was working at the Hospital, -

However, I was not actually working at the hospital when I made this statement,

. My, Ed Kirby then apparently got angry with me and stated that T did not need
to get smart with him and got down and picked up a shovel and threw it at me,
I ducked the shovel and then ‘walked into the house. ; pAr T

! ' . Mter I went into the house Mr, Ed Kirby got into his car and drove
off dn the direction of Notasulga, In about 5 or 10 minutes lir. Ed Kirby :
returned and drove up into the yard to Charlie Fields and stopped there for
about 30 seconds, After stepping in the yard for a few seconds Mr, Ed Kirhy
then backed his car down to the main highway and headed towards ‘Tuskegee and
parked, (Charlie Fields was in the house at this time, After Mr, Ed Kirby got
back down on the road I walked out on the porch and stood there and at that
time Mr. Kirby got out of his car with a shot gun in his hand and fired one
shot at me. Before he could fire I had stepped back inside the door of the
“house, I was not hit by any of the shot from ifr. Kirby's gun. I then took &
32 cal. automatic plstol out of my pocket and fired four shots at Mr, Kirby.

I bad this gun in my pocket during the time that lr, Kirby was at the house
of Charlie Fields the first time, but I did not put & shall 4rn the chamber -
unbil after Mr. Kirby fired a shot at me, I fired through a small opening in
fhe side of the house, I can't say whether or met any of the shots I fired
struck Mr, Kirby's car. After I had fired at Mr, Kirby he got ih his car and
drove off in the direetion of Tuskegee, '

" After Mr, Kirby left I went on home and in about 5 or 10 minutes Mr,
Willie Kirby and Mr, Murphy returned to my house and arrvested me, There was ne
trouble at this time, Mr. Willie Kirby and Mr. Murphy took me on back up to
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' Ghswlis Fislds house and pub.ms in the back of thelr car, When I first got homs -~

I had put my gun in a small suitcase and put i behind the bed. When the officera":;§

. ¥r, Kirby's place.

_ask me for the gun I told them where it wes and Mr. Willie Kirby got it. - After
I was put in the car we drove over to Mr. Willie Kirby's fathers house and at . .

“that time Mr. Willle talked with his father and brother and we then lefi there. ik
and started into Tuskegee, Nothing other than what I have stated took place st '

“m " ifber we got just below the long tridge below Charlie Fields house Mr,

Kirby turned around and started back up towards Charlie Fields house. I think -
~ that the rveason he turned around was due to the fact that Mr. Kirby had seen my - g
Mother and Father coming across the field from the direction of Mr. Kirby's - - :
_fathers house, We cane up on the main road to a point just below Charlie Fields
house and parked and waited for ny Mother and Father to come out of the field,

# . When my Father waiked up to the left side of the car he ask lr. Kirby
‘what was the trouble and My, Kirby told him that he had me arrested for shootings
My Father then ask me if I had been shooting and I told him that I hed and my :
‘Father then ask me what business I had shooting,  Before I could answer my
- Fatheyr turned to Mr, Kirby and ask him what they were going to do with me and

Mr, Kirby told him that he was golng to take me to jail, Before Mr, Kirby
answered that he was going to take me to jail he said "What am I going to do
with him", and my Father said "Yes", Mr, Kirby thenh told my Father not to be
saying Yes to him. Mr. Kirby had gotten out of the car about this time and then
‘told my Father to get in the car. Mir. Kirby was not doing any eursing while
“this talk was going on. My Father then told Mr. Kirby that he had not done .
anything and that he did not have any right to get into the ear, Mr. Kirby

then slapped my Father. My Father then backed off and Mr. Kirby caught him by
the right arm and told my Father that he would get in the car, ° It was at this
_time that Mr. Kirby drew his gun, At that time my Mobher began asking Mr. Kirby
" not to shoot and Mr. Kirby told her to shut up, Mr, Kirby then told my Father

to get in and he ask me what he had done and about that time I called to my
Father, saying "Pop, Pop", and about that time the gun went off. I had not

seen a gun, knife or any other weapon in my Father's hand et this time or at

any time during the entire conversatiomn. j 5

" After the gun went of f my Father made about three steps around in a
¢ircle and fell into the road, When the gun went off my Father grabbed his
chest and just before he fell I noticed that he had been shot in the chesbe
Wy-Bather was then put in the back part of the car where I was and we came on
into “own. I was taken to the Jjail first and then they left with my Father.
My Pether appéared to be dead when we got to the jail, The gun that I had was
ons that I had obtalned while in Germany, : :

I ha‘ie read this statement and is true,

/s/ ELIJAH LOCKWOOD
Witnessest
/B/ H- Ao Dommo .
H. A. Donghoo, 8p. Agh., F,B.1I., Btham, Ala
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STATE OF Amnm}

% mcoa CQUNTI -

Parsomlly appea.red befors me, W, Herbert Osborne i mtary pnblie, §n and. £or. aaj,d '

‘Stat e and County Elijah Lockwood, who was made known to me, and who after being
*  duly sworn, deposeth and says that he has read the above st.atemant of two t.ypo- ;
X urlt.ten pages and hha.t the same 15 true and correct. % :

i A : ; /s/ ELIIAH mcmon ‘
Swom to and Subnribed to befora me this ‘the 18t.h daw' oi‘ June, 191;6. e

/s/w. 'HERBERT OSBORNE - > LT '
-W. Herbert Osberne, Notary Pﬂblie : :
lly Gemission axpires Jamxv 10, 15959 .8

; : ELIJAH IﬂGKHUOD st.abad that so far as he knew, t.he only wit.neases bo
. the shooting-of his father, WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD, were himself, his mther, MARY
; LOGKWOOD, ‘and Deputy Sheriffu WILLIE KIRBY and S8AM HURPHI. : :

- The origlnals of the above signod statements are being mtnined in tho
_files ef the - Bimingham office. :

. R Sheritf E E. EVANS of Bacon Count.y, Ala., advised that he did not caror'
 to make a written statement, but stated that Chief Deputy Sheriff WILLIE KIRBY =
had killed the vietim in self defense when the vietim pulled a knife on him at
- the time Deputies KIRBY and MURPHY were trying to take ELIJAH IOCKWOOD to jaid :
on & charge of assault with intent to murder and further that when he interviewed
MARY IOCKWOOD, wife of the victim, she told him that she had run away when the
trouble between Deputy KIRBY and WILLIE IOCKWOOD started and that she did not see
Deputy KIRBY shoot her husband. He declined to go any further into detail, but
stated that he understood that LEONARD YOUNGBLOOD, CLINE CARMACK, E. K. KEIL'I and
W, H. HORNSHY phad had some slight trouble with WILLIE LOCKWODD ‘1n the past.

" LEONARD YOUNGBLOOD, J¥., white, RFD 1, Tuskegee, Ala., stated that about
four years ago this negro had an argument with his (LEONARD's) father, which he
(LEONARD YOUNGBLOOD) heard and that the LOGKWOOD negro called the elder YOUNGBLOOD
a liar, MHe knew nothing fiurther concerning WILLIE mcmon.

- CLINE CARMACK, Hhite, who Tuns a store oh RFD 2 Rotuulga, Ala,, was
interviewed, but could fot recall WILLTE IOCKWOOD or any brouble that he might have
had with him,

E. K. KELLY, white, Box 1, Tulkesoe, Ala,, stated that in 1939 he had
some slight trouble with IILLIE LOCKWOOD ever some grapes which he had sold him
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and tha’o aft.ar IDC‘KWDOD accuaed him of cheating him, he had to run IDCKWOUD out

of the store with an axe handle when it appeared that the LOCKWOOD negro mas

i ST pull something out ‘of his pockets - He stated he considered WIILIE IDCKWOOD '
[ tobeia very quamlaome negro who was very difricult to got along With- s

A R ‘W, . HORNSBY, wWhite, RFD 2, Tuskegee, Ala., stated that he knew mm-- e
LDCKWOGE for ‘seven or eight years and that he had the reputation of being hard
to get along with and for that reason he had never had any dealings uith the

negm, althoug‘n LOCKWOOD had tried to buy some nules from hilmy

Y o It. should be mted bhat. the Departmanb‘s mémorandum stated that l[rs. g
- 1 HE‘ITI @, ‘HODGE, Box 477, Tuskegee Institute, was said to have some information

. on this matter. The memorandum aid not give the source of this information or any

- indication as to what she might know. All of the above persons were questioned
‘eomeming ‘the identity of HETTY G. HODGE and nene of them, includ:lng the: victim'_s

b wife, and son, knew her. In view of this fact she was contacted by telephom

~at the U, 8. Veberans' Hospiha’l in Tuskegee, Ala., at which time she advised
_that she knew absolutely nothing about the case, She stated, however, that
‘President: MARSHALL of the NAACP, had told her that ‘the FEI at Montgomery, Ala.,
would investigate the case and hhat she would be furnished with a full report,
_She vas not questionsd as to whether she was a lpcsl representative of the :
NAACP inasmuch as this did not. appear to be partinant. to the investigation of
ihnihnt case, o

; Depu:by Sherﬂ.ff WILLTE FREEMAN KIRBT and Deputy Sheriff SAM ALO MURPEY
were interyiewed separately and each declined %6 meke any statement, either oral
. or written, until they had disdussed the matter with their Attorney, RICHARD

~ POWELL, POWELL later contacted the writer and Agent OSBORNE and stated that he
had no objection to Deputies KIRBY and MURPHY meking an oral at.atement, but that
he had ﬁdvisad them net to make a written statement,

. .'The followlng oral statement was made by Deputy Sheriff WILLIE KIRBY
and concurred in by Deputy SBAM ALO MURPHY. This statement was made in the
presence of KIRBY and MURPHY's abtorney, RICHARD POWELL, and Sheriff E. E, EVANS,

_ Iho lppoarod at the request e.f RICHARI) POWELL:

. KIRBY stated that on May 2, 1946, about 1 to 2 m mﬂx came to
the Court House and called him out of the office of H. N. ?ulTSOll Clerk of
Court, Macon County, and informed him that he had sworn out a warrant for
ELIJAH LOCKWOOD, charging him with assault with intent to kill, KIRBY stated
that ED KIRBY had informed him that he had had somé trouble with BLIJAH LOCKWOOD
and that ELIJAH LOCKWOOD had shot at him. WILLIE KIRBY stated that he received
the warrant fer the arrest of ELIJAH LOCKWOOD from Justice of the Peace SLATON
and that along with Deputy Sheriff MURPHY, he proceeded to the home of CHARLIE
FIBLDS and upon inquiry found that ELIJAH LOCKWOOD was at his homé which was
located some 200 yards from CHARLIE FIELDS' home. KIREY stated that when they
approached ELIJAH LOCKWOOD's home, that he went to the front door and that

-
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", MURPHY went ha ‘the rear door and t,hat ho, KIRBY, called for ELIJAH IDCKWOOD and %

~ that LOCKWOOD answered him and that he then informed him that he- had & warrant
~+ for him and was arresting him for shooting at-¥r. ED KIRBY. Upon asking s

* BLIJAR LOCKWOOD. where the gun was that he had used in the shooting, LOCKWOOD

~informed him that it was behind the bed and thereafter produced & small auit-
case uhich he, B.‘IRBI, uan:med and ramoved. & gun from. B

.. Thercafter KIRBY stated He vemoved ELLJAN TOGKWOOD Erom bha feitisnias” o]
and proceeded with him to his car whieh was parked ‘at the home' of CHARLIE FIELDS, -
RIRBY stated that ELIJAH LOCKWOOD was not handeuffed upon belng arrested and -

. that he did not protest or resist arrest ln any manner. - KIRBY stated bthat after

- veturning to CHARLIE FIELDS' home, they: placed ELIJAR LOCKWOOD in the back seat

" of the car and that Mr, MURPHY got into the back seat with ELIJAH LOCKNOOD and'

that he, Mr, KIRBY, got in the driver's seat and proceeded to KIRBYts fatherts

- home where ED KIRBY identified ELIVAH LOCKWOGD. After LOCKWOOD had been identi-~
- fied, KIRBY and MURPHY, slong with their prisoner, ELIJAH LOCKWOOD, sbarted W

'Tuakagee, Alas KIRBY stated that just after crossing a small bridge below

-~ CHARLIE FIELDS' houae, that ELIJAH LCCKWOOD stated he had seen his father cross-
ing 2 nearby field and requested to be taken back and allowed to talk with his
father, 1In order to accommodate ELIJAH LOCKWOOD, KIRBY turned his car around
‘and proceeded back up the highway to a point where a path led out of the field

- and at. t.b,at point mt WILLIE PIN LOCKWOOD and- his wife, “MARY mCKWOQD.

K]'BB'I statéd that WILLIE PIM IDCKWOOD came up o the left side or .

: hia car snd that he, KIRBY, informed WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD that he had a warrant
for ELIJAH's arrest and informed him that he, WILLIE PIM IOCKWCOD, could come
down town and meke bond for his son. KIRBY stated that at this time WILLIE PIM
LOCKWOOD walked to the back deor of his, KIRBY's car, on the left side and
informed ELIJAH LOCKWOOD that he was nob going anywhere and to get out of ‘the
car, MURPHY stated that at this time ELIJAH LOCKWQOD started to get out of

the car and that he restrained him. WILLIE KIRBY stated that he then got out
of the left front door of his car and that WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD agein stated
that ELIJAH LOCKWOOD was not going anywhere, KIRBY stated that WILLIE PIM -
. LOCKWOOD had opened the rear door of his car when he » WILLIE PIM IOCKWOOD,
had first instructed BLIJAH LOCKWOOD to get out of the car and that when
WILLIF PIM LOCKWOOD had instructed ELIJAH LOCKWOOD to get out of the car the
second time, he had taken WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD by the arm and endesvored to pull
him away from the car, KIRBY stated that WILLIE PIM LOCKWOCT' then struck at
him with his fist, striking him above the left shoulder, and that he, KIRBY,
then hit WILLIE PIM LOCKHART in the mouth with his fist, KIRBY stated that
thereafter WILLIE PIM LOCKHART struck him on two other occasions and that he
slso struck WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD two more times with his fist and that the last
time he struck him WILLIE PINM LOCKWOOD was knoeked down., KIRBY stated that

as WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD was getting up off the ground that he, KIRBY, observed
WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD obtain a knife from his pocket and epened it and that after
getting to his feet, LOCKWOOD came in his, KIRBY's, direction with the knife
open and in his right hand. KIRBY stated that he then backed sway from WILLIE -
PIM mcmm bo a point near the left rear part of his car and that when WILLIE

20
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PIH IOCKWGOD was. appmximabely an ams length away fmmh_im and at a tlme when Pl
. he appmed to be ‘raising ha.s arm as ‘if to use the kniie on him, K.E.BY, he drsw
‘ his gun a.nd fired one shot. : : : T >

) KIRBI st-at,ed that. ai‘ter his gun was fired, WILLIE PIM IDCKWOOB started '

falling and thet he caught him in bis arme and placed him in the back seat of his .

. car and immediately left for Tuskegee,  KIRBY stgted that at ‘the time he: placed

WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD in: his car he was alive and that. upon e.rnval in Mkegee, he y

% was pmnounced dead by Dr, H. H. m‘rms . :

2 KIRBI alse sta{'oed ‘that’ MARY I.GCKW’OOD had lei‘t tha v:.c:m:.ty of hia G

aubomob:.le imnediately after WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD struck him:the first time and -

that at the time of the shooting she was up near the corner of CHARLIE FIELDSU

~ house and traveling in the direction of CHARLIE FIELDS' home. KIRBY stated
that she was traveling away from the direct.mn of hhe car at i;he t:l.na he fired

a shot at WILLIE PIH L@OKWOOD. kA i

e ' ’Daput;r SA.I[ AUD MURPHY st.ated that. there had been no affort. on the part o
-'of KIREI te put WILLIE PIM LOCKWOOD into the car until after he was shot and that
he, MURPHY, had remained on the inside of the car until he saw WILLIE PIM - -~
- LOCKWOOD with & kmife in his hand and that he then got out and leknd around to
- <. ghe point vhere KIB.BY was- sta.nding. ,

- Both Deputy KIRBY and Depuby IURPH! nbatod that KIII.BY did net do any
curaing at the LOCKWOOD hazne at bhe tine ELIJAH LOCKWOOD was arrested or at any
Otmr ‘biM. 3 ¢

The rollcwing deacripbion of the subject was obtained by observation'
a.nd questioning: e

“Boyn NG e Gounty, Ala. v 8-13-11;.

| Height - i Fab
Weight - : 159 1bs.
Build : - Medium
Hair Dark brown, curly
Eyes ; ‘Brown :
Conplexion . Medium
Peculiarities Small eleft in chinj small ears.
Occupation ‘ Chief Deputy Sheriff, Macon County, Ala,
Residence Aubum Road, Tuskagee, ‘Ala,
Marital status Married, has 3 bayu, ages 1, 3 and 5,
Arrest record Claims none
Relatives i Mr, -and Mrs. WILL KIRBY, Sr., parents,

RFD-I, Notasulga, Ala,
m KIRBY, brothtr, RFD 1, Notasulga, Ala.

_ -The Burean is being requested to furnish any known criminal record
aumcrning this subject.

CLOSED
23~



Dir"e'ctdr', Federal Bureau of lnvestigation S July 29, 1946 :

Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney Ceneral . PLC:uLWeCp
Willle Freeman Kirby U 217 Vg

Civil Rig_ma and Domestic Violence

 HOLLIE

Reference is made to your memorandum of July 12, 1946,

‘. with which you forwarded phe report of Opecial Agent Henry A.
- Donahoo, dated June 21, f9h6, at Birmingham, Alabama, in the
captioned matter. h ‘

Ho  further investigation is required at this time.

Further invest! gation pay ba requested in the near future,

/('/\}\/&;.’ 3 IR RL o \“‘
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Edward Burns Parker, Bsquire

United Statqs Attorney - . : . : 7 EOLLIE '

Montgomery, Alabama.
Dear Mr. Parkers

Ret  Willie Freeman Kirby
Civil Righta and Domestic Violence

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent Henry

A, Donahoo, dated June 21, 1946, in the indicated matter.

It will be appreciated if you will caremlly consider
the report and advise me of your views as %o the desirablility
or need for any further investigation. I would also appreciate
an expression from you a8 to whether you deem it more advisable
to proceed with a prosecution by Information rather than indict-
ment in the event we conclude to go forward in the case.

The reported facts show a ahﬁrp conflict in the testi-
mony of the officers and the widow and son of the deceased.
%hile it is impossible to reconcile the testimony of the two
opposing groups, that of the Negroes seems more probable under
the circumstances, as they appear from the report.

Your advice in the premises will be appreciated.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney General

CC Records Chrons,
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20 WEST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Hon,
Assigtant Attorney General

United States Department of Justice
Washington, 25, D. C,

" LONGACRE 3-6890

f

Theron L.Caudle

Dear Sir:

Executive Officers

WALTER WHITE
Secretary

ROY WILKINS
Assistant Secretary
THURGOOD MARSHALL
Special Counsel
ROBERT L. CARTER

MARIAN WYNN PERRY
August 26 FRANKLIN H. WILLIAMS
19 46 EDWARD R. DUDLEY (on leave)

MILTON R. KONVITZ (on leave)
Assistant Special Counsel

On May 8th Mr, Marshall sent to Mr. Turner

Smith's office an affidavit of Mary Lockwood,
widow of Willie Pim Lockwood, in which she set
forth the events preceding the death of her
husbhand.,

should be made.

In a letter of May 8th it was indicated

that it was our belief that this case was

clearly within the rules established by the

Screws case and indicated en immediate investigation

Although you indicated to us

that an investigation had been requested, we have
heard nothing further and would at this time like
to be informed of any decision the Department of
Justice has made regarding the prosecution of the
guilty parties connected with this incident.

Yours very truly,

ot el

Robert L, Carter

Assistant Special Counsel

RLC :amb
uopwa~19~CI0

L/é/é/- W,

) DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

| AUG 27 1948 .
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Beptenber 5, 1946

" hobort Le Ohrter, Bsiuire

Assistent Speeisl Counsel
Nihe Ao 0P, Legal Defense  ond
Eduestionnl Fund, Ino,.

20 West 40th Utreut

- Now York 18, New York,

S N '_na v b, Corttrl

: This ammwlug-a your Létter of nuguat 264 1946,
“in which you inquire whether any decision has made rejnrding..

Ve yirosecution of the
ki LS L denth of Willie Pim®

riios involved in the shooting \nd

okmoﬁ.
N\W [ ] '!hi.! mtm is | rcnnnt.ly undar con..idorati.on and
g &y 4% is expested’ that a deeision will be resched im the near

CC Records / /

’r:;‘ MY U ARUD 1
pEVIHON OF

" fubure. Iour continugd interost is ap.*rtci*atldo

Rupeot fully,

. For the Attorno;r ‘General -

THERON L OAUDLE
Assistant Attorney Genersl

Chrons Yy 4
FILEDY
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AT Eraa Al OB ld an e
L J R T e i Lo - Beptember 13, 1945.

gk ) HOLLIE
Edward Burns Parker, Esquire THLT

~ United States Attorney
- Montgomery, Alabama.

Dear Mr. Parker:

Re: Willie Freemsn Kirby
Civil Rights and Domestic Vinlance

: ) Rofarenoe is made to my httor of July 30, 1946,

in the indicat.ed matter. _

Z //:‘7? _ : WA you' pledse give. ms & reply at your convenience,

Respectfully,’ :
For the Attomoy Gen_oral

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney General

SIGNED AND MAILED

SEP 13 1946
DIVIsioN 069 RECORDS

%

CC Records” Chron,
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et S " Qctober 10, 1946

Edward Burns Parker, Esquire
United States Attorney
Nontgomery, : Alabama

Dear Mr, Parker:

5 Re: Willie Freeman Kirby g
/ ik Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

‘} . | Roference is made to my letters of July 30,
~ and September 13, 1946, in the indicated matter. -
I await a reply at your convenience.
7&7 i Respectfully, '
,S o - For the Attorney General

¢+ THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney General

ce -B.ecorda/

Chrono.

!
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY : :
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA /ﬁw
MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA Ly, | o1 \\
L | oV Ny )

-

October 14, 1946 K\\Ei\H y,
IMing, A\
ML pivisio®~

Hone Theron L. Caudle,
Assistant Attorney General,

Department of Justice,
Washington 25, D. Ce

Re: Willie TI'reeman Kirby,
+  Civil Rights and Domestiec Violencee.
Depte. Ref# RLCMLWsLAK 144=2-17

Dear Sirs

This will acknowledge receipt of your letters dated
September 13th and October 10th, 1946

In your letter of July 30, 1946, you refer to report
of Special Agent Henry Ae Donehoo, dated June 21, 1946. A copy
of this report has never reached mes On October 6, 1946, I re=
quested the Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investi=
getion, Birmingham, Alabama, to have a copy of this report
forwarded to me, and as soon as I receive it, I will wrqte you
further in regard to this matters

Yours very truly, ng))

E. Burns Parksr,

f Uni:;;zzi;tes Attorney
o
EBP/ac 2 ""zéég—u @ﬁég;g;

]

| /L 4 = : §
U sl i /J & O
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE |
0 16 1948 |
_DIVISION oF RECORDS l/
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

Octoter 17, 1946

Hone. Theron L. Caudle,
Asgistant Attorney General,
Nepartment of Justice,
Washington 25, D. Co

Res Willie Freemafi Kirby (Curby)
Civil Rights eand Domsstic Violence,
Depte Refe RLCMIWSLAK 144=2-17

Dear Sir:

With further reference to your letters of September 13th
and October 10th, 1946, I beg to advise that I am now in receipt
of the report of Special Agent Henry A. Donahoo, dated June 2lst,
1946 in regard to the above matter, and after reading and care=
fully considering the facts set out in this report, I am of the
opinion that this matter should be closede

Yours very truly,

E, Burns Parker,
United States Attorney.

Lk

EBP/ac
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“Novembsr 15, 1946.

. Buxm Pa_rkir', Esquire o
. United Ststes Attorney
~ Montgomery, Alabama.

Dear My, Pa'r_kaf:

S HOLLIR /e

Re: Willie Freeman Kirby (Gurby) ;
Civil Riﬁhta and Domestic Violanco

This aoknpwledgea _ypur recent letter in which you

advise that after careful consideration of the facts set forth-

in the report of; Special Agent Henry 4. Donahco y you ui‘o_ of -

‘the opinion that this matder should be closed.

We concur in wur opinion and are, 'aoco‘rdingly,'

closing our files in this matter.

Respectfully,
For the Attorney dmrﬂ.

-l

J
e T 24 '

CC Records ~

THERON L. CAUDLE

Chron,

| Assistant Attorney General
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20 WEST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

Hon. Theron L.

LONGACRE 3-6890

June 5, 1947

Caudle

Assistant Attorney General
United States Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Mr,

In re:

Candle:

AL DEFENSE AND EDUJ@NIONAL FUND, inc.

Ezxecutive Officers

WALTER WHITE
ROY WILKINS
JmMM Szcrdcfy
THURGOOD MARSH
Sﬁeﬂa] Cwm:f

ROBERT L. CARTER

Secretary

L e IANn PERRY
[l s nmuxu LLIAMS
g EDWARD R. DUDLEY (on leave)
Ausistant Special Couniel
JUN 6 1947

Cf‘ﬂmn Vb= LAY ')IUN

TLC:MLW:bfs, 144-2-17

On May 8, 1946, there was sent to Mr, Turner N

Smith's office, by Mr. Thurgood Marshall, an
affidavit by the widow of Willow Pim Lockwood
setting forth the menner in which he met his
death at the hands of police officers in Tuskegee,

Alﬂbama '

and on September 5, 1946, you wrote us that the
matter was being considered and that a decision

Recelpt of this affidavit was acknowledged,

would be reached in the near future.

Since that time we have heard nothing from you,
May we ask that we be furnished with a report of the

investigation and the decision based thereon.

RLC:plh

S

Assistant Special Counsel

rely yours,

obert L. Carter

Contributions are deductible for U. S. Income Tax Purposes
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§r. R, L. Carter 2~ . ane 28, 1547

the correct version of the affsir. Therefore, it is nol

believed that suecessful prosecution could be meintained
and t.ho cane m. moww, been closed,

For the Attoruay General

TIRRON L. CAUDLE
ragistont Attorney Cemeorsl
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July 3,1947

Hon. Theron L. Caudle
Assigtaent Attorney General
United States Department of Justice
Washington, 25, D.C,.

In re: TLC:MiH:efr-~-144-2-17 and
TLC:MWH:efr--144-40-17

Dear Mr. Caudle:

Thisg will reply to your letter of June 24,1947
informing us of the result of your investigation into
the killing of William Pim Lockwood by Deputy
Sheriff Willie Kirby in Mecon County,Alabama.

In your letter you state that Kirby claimed that
he shot Lockwood in self defense after being attacked
by Lockwood with a knife., On the other hand you
state that Mrs. Lockwood and her son claim that
Lockwood was killed because he refused to say "Yes,
sir™ and "No,sir,"™ in reply to questions. You state
in your letter that since there are no other
witnesses and the issue will bte which of the two
statements is a correct version of the affair, it is
not believed that a successful prosecution could be
maintained and the case has accordingly been closed.

I assume that it is also your conclusion that
under the decision in the Screws case the faects would
not warrant an attempt to prosecute even were
Mrs. Lockwood's statements to be undisputed.

In reviewing this case, I am reminded of the
case of Casey Lee Pointer in Cleveland, Mississippl
where the cold blooded killing of an unarmed Negro
by two police officers was likewise found by your
office to be one in which no prosecution could be a )
successfully maintained. L

It seems to me that these two cases are the
type which should be brought to the attention of the

President's Committee on Civil Rights to point out
to them the need for adequate legislation to empower
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you to protect the ordinary Negro citizen in the South
from wanton killing by police officers., May I suggest

that the investigations of your office in these two cases
ve forwarded to the President's Committee as illustrative
of the violations.of fundemental human rights by police
officers in the South which must be the subject of legisla-
tion enabling you to enter the cases.

Yours very truly,

st leaty

Thurgoed Marshall
Special Counsel
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Dear Mir, Harshell:

This letter refors to yours of July 8, 1047, in-
volving the alleged killing of Villiam Pim Lockwood in Macen
W.’;::m m.rmmrmmmmm.

Ssels %

wmmuumimmm on
these cooes, it wves not fel$ that that Miuqng
successful prosecution in the Loakwood matter. It was be-
lieved that thore was 1itile or mo likelihcod that the 4s-
sues of fact would have been resolved in faver of the Covern-
ment had proseocution been insbituted. As to the came involv-
ing the killing of My, Pointer, it im believed that the gm
upon an
on of
mt

Our investigation showed what amounted to sn &

of ficor by Pointer and a struggle with him for

the officer's gun. umtommmmum
tmmmmtmumoumm that m offi-

decinion would effectively provent successful g
posaesad

cers used more force than might have been necespery $0 subdue
Pointer. lowever, amm the Jerevs decision,
this would mot be sufficiemt to sustain convietion.

Regarding your m mm mattors
u-m-nmumm mn L are advised
that the problems involved, have al-
roady iuu subnitted to m by the w.-. Ve
have no doudbs, therefore, that the ta fully awvare of
the situation.
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Alexander M. Campbell, Assistant Attorney : Hovember 30, 1948
General, Criminal Division _
Cixil Rights Seotion : AMC 3 ISMieve
Little Benjamin Meadows, Cecil Orris o 144..2.17/ (‘/L%
Thresh, Otis H. Ward « Subjects; j o -'-W( . g
Amos Starr - Victim ' e =Lt
Civil Mights and Domestie Violence 3 , ?
144-2-29 ;

Horace Akin, et al.; Johnnie Mae
Groathouse, et a8l. -~ Vietims;
Iavoluntary Servitude and Slevery

14-2-80 | AP . G

The Civil Rights Section, for reasons indiceted in this
memorendum, feels compelled to refer to you for instructions in the
above captioned matters. The Section firmly believes that these onses
necessitate further action. However, Edward Burns Parker, United
States Atterney for the Middle District of Alabama, entertains opiniong
to the eontrary.

le The first of these matters is Department File 144-2-29,
The investigation thus fer has revealed that the vietim was fateally
shot by the subjeot, & police officer of Tallassee, Alabama, &8 the
vietin was attempting to esoape arrest for the commission of & misde-
meanors Although the subjeet clalms that he killed the victim in
self-defense;, the investigation indicates that the vietim was shot ag
he was running away from the subject. The Civil Rights Section, there-
fore, feels that an eutopsy is necessary in order to resolve conflioting
gtories a8 to the menner in which the victim wes killed.

liore mpeoifionlly, the investigation has revesled thet, on
the one hand, the subject's claim of self-defense is corroborated hy
looa) officimls who exemined the vietim's body after the shooting,
On the other hend, however, there is & substantial amount of evidence

. refubing the subject's contention end indicating that the vietim was

shot in the back as he was running eway. A witness who viewed the
victim's bedy and the wndertaker who prepared the bedy for burial
maintain that the vietim was shot in the back.: DMoreover, ocne of the
three dootors who examined the vietim's body has conelusively deterw
mined that the victim was shot from behind. The other twe state that,
due to the faot that the body hed been prepared for burial, they oould
not, in the absence of an autopsy determine the point of emtry of the
fatal shots In eddition, the driver for the aforementioned undertaker
and & photographer, who took pletures of the vioctim's bedy, stete thot
4t was not poseible to determine whether the viotim was shot in self-
defense or in the back es he weas ruming awey from the subject.

ec: Records
Chrono
Sec. 'ile
Miss Mig¢routsicos
Betra Copy
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The Civil Rights Section, fseling that, if an autopey eof
the viotim's body eonclusively detormined that the vietim wes shot
in the back, the evidence disclosed by the. investigation would werrant
prosecution, soliclted Mr. Parker's opinion on July 21, 1948», es to
the advisabllity of having this autopsy. On July 28, 1648+, Mrs Parker

- advised that an sutopsy should not be performed for the reason that

the Stete (ircult Boelieitor would heve prosecuted the subjeet hed he
believed that the subject was gullty. After & discussion of this

metter with Mre Whearty, it wes concluded that, deapite irs Parker's
- objections, no definite declsion relative to prosecution or to the
elosing of the cese could be made without the results of the autopsy.

Accordingly, on September 23, 1948%, we requested Mr, Furker to make
811 the necesssry arreugements for the sutopsy. Having received no
commmication from Mr, Parker regarding this matter, on October 18,
1948+, wo agein wrote to him asking that he advise uwe &8 to the
status of the same, Finelly, eight weeks afber we reguested the

 @utopsy, we received e letter, under dete of November 16, 1948, in

which Jr, Parker indicated that he had mede no srrangements for the
autopsy. lre Perker advised that he is of the opinion that, MBsauch
as the loosl officiels bellieve that the viotim wae killed in self=
defense, the Federal Government should not require an autopsy of the
victim's body. It is obvious that lire Farker completely ignores the
eforomontioned medical testimony end other evidence indiesting that
t_h;;ri:tin Wes shot in the back as he wes running ewsy from the
subject. \ ;

2. The second matber, to which your attention is directed,

‘is Department File 144~2-80. The originel complaint in this osse was

made to an Assistant in ir. Parker's office who referred the complain.
ant to the Federal Burenu of Investigstion inmsmuch as violations of
the Civil Rights Statuses appeared to be indioated. Nriefly, it
appears that the victims are being ocompelled against their will te
work at & certain inn neer Dedeville, Alebams, The investigation has
revealed that, when the victims lef't the inn to work elsewhere, they

- wore mrrested on spurious charges; that the vietims' new employer was

not permitted to post bond for them, although the Immkespers were
permitted to do 8o over the vietime' objections; that the loeel deputy

sheriff ecompelled the victime to return to the inn and threatened them

with errest if they again left; snd, thet the onses inst the vietim®
were continued &t the request of the innkeepers until sueh time es
coerthin debts were worked out by the vietims.

* A copy of this letter and each letter hereeftor referred to, which
is marked with sn asterisk, is attached hevewlth. |
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On September 9, 1848, pursuant to our reguest that we be
informed ae to Mr. Parker's opinion relative to prosecution, lirs Farker
advised us that "this matter should be olosed without further inves~ .~
tigation." Mr. Perker, hewever, failed to stete any resson for thle
conclusion. ' Inasmuch 88 the facts in this cese clearly indicsted a
strong case for prosecution, we wrote to Mri Parker on October 29,
1948%, outlining the aveileble evidence and pointing out the speeifie

‘wiolations of Foderel law. Under date of November 16, 1948%, B
¥r, Parker advised us that, since he lkmows the local officinls and
“some of the peorsons mentioned in the investigative reports, this
metter should be closed without prosecution. '

o -~ The Civil Rights Sectlon now eppears to be confronted with
an impasse in commection with the enforvement of the Civil Righte
Statutes in the Middle Distriet of Alsbama, The United States Attorngy,
Mr. Parker, is seemingly determined not to proseoute or otherwise
eooperate with the Depsriment in onses involving violatiens of these
statutes. ] ¢

_The Civil Rights Bection has for a long time been &wdre of
Mr. Parker's attitude towsrds Qivil Rights violations. In 1046,
Department File 144-2«17, was closed by the Section because of
Mr. Parker's refusal to cooperate. The manner in whiech Mr, Parker
handled this cese so impressed the President's Committee om Civil
Righte that it was cited in the report of that Comittee as an example
of the "serious shortcomings in the work of some of the United States
 Atborneys." The President's Cormittee stated:

In enother cese involving the killing of &
Negro by a depuby sheriff, the Oivil Rights
Seotion sought the advice of the United States
Attorney on July 30, and referred him %o the
FBI report of its investigation in the enmes
On September 13, the HSeotion mgain asked for
the adviee of the United States Attorney. Om
Ootober 10, it repested its request for the
third time. On October 14, the United States
Attorney wrote that he hed not received the
¥B1 report, but would express his views to
the Section me soon as he obbtained it. On
October 17, he advised that he had received
the report and he thought the matter should
be elosod, HNe gave no remson for his opinioens
The Civil Righte Seotion olosed the case,
apparently because the Civil Rights Sectien
attorney in charge reported, scoord to &
note in the file, that "X «= /“Parker 7 will
not go on anything." (The Report of The
Frosident's Comittee On Civil Rights, Te
Seoure These Rights, p. 122)
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Over & period of years there have been many other ceses invelving .

- 0ivil Rights violations and requiring further sction or prosecution

which have been clossd as & result of Mre Parker's unwillingness to
take any aotion,

At present the Civil Rights Section has several cases

' pending in Mre Farker's District which will demand setien if current

investigations substantiste the preliminery information recolved by
the Department. If Mr. Parker has te be depended upon, it is diffi=- =
oult to imagine say action being teken other than closing these casess

S - The situation, therefore, is that the Department is'-mbh
%0 proceed with the enforcement of the Civil Righte Statutes in the
Middle District of Alabams, Since investigations alone have no salutsry

‘effect when it is generally known that violations will not be prosecuted,

it seens questionable whether under the circumstences indicated above
it is worth while proceeding with thems ~ ,

. We, therefore, reguost that you'uvm us, at your earliest
convenience, &5 to what sotion to take in the sbove captioned matters.
Ingtruction is also urgently needed regerding other cases, investige

- tions and eomplaints mow pending or which msy srise in Mr. Perker's

Digtriet,

Attachment
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