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| Testifies |

¢ |ordered the jury to ignore Ra

-

Against
Ex-Boss

Secretary Quizzed
In Fraud Case
BY RONALD CHIZEVER

Mrs. Barbara Twigg, J.S for-
mer secretary to a South Side
doctor, testified against him Fri-|
day in a fraud trial. . !

She testified that she prepared

_medical bills and reports for Dr..

Theodore R. M. Howard in his| J
offices at 55 E. 63d St., on Dec
10, 1959.

She' also said that a week or)
so later Dr. Howard gave her a
check for $700 from Kenneth!
1. Brundage, 4n attorney, which|
she cashed, giYing the money tol
Howard. Mrs] Twigg was ques-
tioned by Albert C. Peters, as-
sistant state’s attorney. { l

Dr. Howard, Brundage and
attorney Leo H. Holt are charged |
with conspiring to defraud the,
U.S. Fidelity & Guarantee Co.,|

an insurance firm, through in-|
jury claims from a staged auto
crash. %

3} L3 ¥
ASSISTANT State’s Atty. Ar-!
thur Dunne said he expected|
a state's attorney’s investigation|
would begin soon into chargesii
made in Criminal Court Thurs-i
day by Willie Radford, 45, the|

state’s major witness,
Radford testified before a ]ur'yl
of eight women and four men
that he was recenlly offered a’

; Radford, 45, of 6020 S.
Bishop, an ex-convict,
blurted out the charge dur-
ing cross examination by
defense attorney Charles A.
Bellows.

Judge Alexander J. Nap

$500 bribe not to tell his story. |¥ ,
i
|

ord's accusation because it wak
Jpot made in response to a que
ion by Bellows.
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Promlse

Witness Tells ! W

Fraud Case Deal l
BY RON CHIZEVER

Thé state’s star witness in }M

et

ithe trial of a doctor and two|

Jawyers accused of rigging an,

raccident ‘to collect insurance/

‘testifeid Thursday he was told|

he would not go to jail if he'

‘co-operated with the state.
Walter (Willie) Radford, 45,

an ex-convict, testified in Crim-

inal Court that ' Asst. State’s

Atty. Robert Cronin told him cHIEAGu DA".Y NEI}{

he “would not have to go to!

jail” if he testified for the state. | il

Radford told of the promise! RED STREAK s
when he was questioned by Edlt-f()n

|Charles A. Bellows, a defense .
Date. FEB g /96~

lattorney in fthe case.

] f # #* * | = = = p=rrsy
| RADFO testified eatlier! Chicago, mmﬁ‘.S |
that a South Bide three-car ac-| =t

cident involving him and five! Page S Col ¢
others in 1959 was prearranged: ' .
;and some injuries were only; .,,”,t
ipretended in order to collect’ i
linsurance. ;

Feitar JOHN STANTON

Lt

! Bellows was attempting

|
|
|
|

to downgrade this testi- @ m ey
mony. ! CH!C“UG OFi'!{Jt
- Dr. Theodore R. M. Howard,
a physician and Negro civil /)
rights supporter., and attorneys, T.R.M” HOWARD

Kenneth J." Brundage and Leo| TS
E. Holt are charged with con-| -C

spiring to defraud the United CG 100-32915
States Fidelity & Guaranty Co..
'r.hrough its $7,600 settlement of*

) g . |the insurance claim. | /
{’.’" = ‘f iala ~I7T S e , | - i
l —i RADFORD said Brundage, o F¥

NOT RFC(}RDED ' |then a claims adjuster for the
irm as well as a lawyer, planneg;
46 MAR 13 1962 e crash and later distribut

|$4.,000 of the settlement funds|
Y — lif a law office he formerly
< MAR ﬁ ‘H“ ? 1 Isiared with Holt.
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iz F‘raud[
Trial Key
Witness

Defense to Attack
‘Accident’ Story
BY RON CHIZEVER

Defense  lawyers attempted
Thursday to shake an ex-con-
viet’s Criminal Court testimony
|against Dr. Theodore R. M.
Howard, and two attorneys.

It was the defense’s turn to

lquestion Walter (Willie) Rad-
! ford, 45, who testified Wednes-
{day that a South Side three-car
'acc1dent involving him and five
|others in 1959 was prearranged
{and some injuries were only pre-
§tended to collect insurance.
i  Howard, a physician and Ne-
lgro civil rights sppporter, and
‘attorneys Kenneth J. Brundage
and Leo E. Hol{ are charged
with conspiring t§ defraud the
United States Fidelity & Guar-
anty Co. through its $7,600
;settlement  of - the insurance
‘claim. 2

3 ek R
RADFORD said Brundage,
then a claims adjuster for the

the crash and later distributed
$4,000 of the settlement funds
in a law office he formerly
shared with Holt.

The plan, Radford said,
was for Howard to be paid
for medical reports backing
up the insurance claim.

Radford said that when he
later visited Howard’s office the
pflysu:lan told him:

“I have the money from those
lawyers. Come into the back
and have some cake and
drinks.”

* * ®

RADFORD admitted he had
served prison terms for man-
slaughter and forgery and was
a| mental patient in the 1930s.

The trial is being held before
Jydge Alexander J. Napoh and
‘la Jury.

firm as well as a lawyer, planned .
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CHICAGO — ‘Dr. T. R. M,

oward, civil wvights champion
AT former Republican Con-
gressional candidate, will address
the Free Winston Rally scheduled
for Washington Park at 2 p.m.
June 19.

A veteran of the bitterly
foueht Mississippi battles for
civil rights, Dr. Howard led the
struggle for justice in the Em-
mett Till murder. He is now a
resident of Chicago. The four
sponsoring organ’zations announ-
ced that Dr. Howard will replace
Claude Lighfoot, Illinois chair-
man of the Communist Party, as
a speaker.

Lightfoot has a previously ar-
ranged speaking engagement out
of the city.

Other speakers will be the
Rev. William T. Baird, Ishmael
P. Flory, Otis Hyde anq Richard
Criley.

SPONSORS

The Afro-American Heritage
Foundation, the Chicago Commit-
tee for Democratic Rights, the
‘Washington Park Forum and the
Smith Act Fgmilies Committee
aye jointly spdpsoring the rally,

I

2

(%
G
c=
—
T

1 8

due to start

2 p.m., near the
53rd St. and South Parkway en-
‘trance to the Park.

Rev. Baird, pastor of the Hssex
Community Church, who will rep-
resent the Smith Act Families

Committee in addressing the
rally, urged “all Chicagoans who
are on the side of justice” to
“come to this rally.”

CHICAGO. — Sponsors of the
annual All-Nations July 4 Pie-
nic announced last week that the
main themes of, this year’s big
outing will be twofold — Abolish
the House Un-American Activi-
ties Committee and Free Henry
Winston.

The Midwest Committee for
the Protection of the Toreign
Born and the Chicago Commit-
tee for Democratic Rights, spon-
sors of the pienic, scheduled the
out'ng for Monday, July 4, at
Santa Fe Park, 95th Street and
Wolf Road.

Dinner prepareq by chefs skil-
led in the cooking of lamb and
other delicacies will be featured
at the pien¥, as well ay a pro-
gram of enthrtainment. \
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aur§ALo-=rn: HOPES OF AMERICAN NEGROES BEST WITH THE REPUBLICAN |
ARTY, ACCORDING TO DRe THE 2 My HOWARD.OF CHICAGO, A LEADER IN|
HE NATIONAL ASSOCIATIO FOR NACEMENT OF COLORED PEoPL

HOWARD, WHO DECLARED THREATS AGAINST HIS LIFE AND ECONOMIC AND _
LEGAL PRESSURE AGAINST MIM AND. HIS 100~BED NEGRO HOSPITAL IN MT. BAYOW,
MISSe, FORCED HIM TO LEAVE MISSISSIPPI, SAID YESTERDAY HE HAD BACKED
HE, DEMOCRATIC PARTY FOR YEARS,
wBUT I HAVE WATCHED THE BREAD ROOSZVELT GAVE US TURN TO BLQOD AND
en¥g;£§gusg§°:2§ SOUTH TOOK CONTROL OF THE DEMOCRATIC PA!TY, HE SAID,
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' Hos Dr. Howard
. |Given Up Ghost

_-"given up the ghost .. . for the
-~ | present, at least! ‘
o : o
THE MAN who lived in the
/ shadow of “Mississippi Terror”
¢ . . . who heads the National
\ (& / Medical Association . . . who
A ran a plantation and a clinic
vif +— 1 \5 in Mound Bayou . . . who was
/C:- v 3 the “voice” of Negro protest in
| the state . .. and who used his
personal fortune to “bring civ-
— ‘ilization” to the state, has gone
North!
|

SEVERAL MONTHS ago Dr,

Howard disposed of about
$200,000 worth of property, in-
cluding his plantation and home
to a Negro group.

He still admits he has prop
erty and other investmen
worth $100,000 in the state.

HE SOLD his home and prop
erty because he felt his life

60 007’8’ 1956
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was no longer “safe” in Mis!
~ sissippl. /

For himself, he did no{: care,
But with a wife and tw

children, he admitted that the

‘strain was too great “on my

| family.

{0

“Threats poured into my
ome after the Rev. Mr, Lea
as assassinated, and they in-

creased after the Emmett Ti

lynching. I could take it, bu

my family couldn’t,” he con-

cluded. .
|/

THE HOWARDS are now in
California, but plan to settle in
Chicago shortly. ‘

Dr. Howard, a native of th
Colden State, a former, profes.

sor at Meharry, and head
Mississippi’s Regional Counc
of Negro leadership, has caf-
rled the “Mississippl Story”
across the nation.

- The courage of the balding
physician, whose home was
shaven” for Negro trial wit]
nesses and “ebservers” durin;

| the Till trial, is unquestioned|

|
‘Dr. Howard was stopped, vanlk‘

| weapons,

_ People have often wondered,
ow he roamed the highways|
£ Mississippl . . . day and night|
.. without threat to his lifa]
HE DIDN'T! "

On more than one occasior
his car thoroughly search ed, |
State highwaymen watched for
him during those days and
nights of tension, |

They never found any

. If they had, swift and an‘ee-

‘tive prosecution would have
| followed. AR

 Because you can only carry
a gun or a revolver in your
car in that state . . . If you
have a “special permit.” &

And they don't give Negroes
“speclal permits” in Missis-
sippi! ‘ T e
. 7. e 7 |

BUT DR. HOWARD had his
wedpon . . . and often, as ha

|rode the highways, he would

‘take the gun from its secret
hiding place and put¢it in kis
lap . . . always cocked! ;
Where did he hide the
go that it couldn’t be found
That's Dr. Howard's secref
. . and he ain't talkin'! ;
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ﬁo Underground’

Negroes Urged to Act
If NAACP Is Outlawed

JACKSON, Miss., April 27 (®jgration and stop talking about
A wealthy Negro leader told affMississippi will never inte-
wildly cheering audience todayfgrate.””
that if the National Association| The audience roared then
for the Advancement of Colored when he said, “If Mississippi
People is outlawed in Missis- Stays in the Union it is going
sippi “Let's 2u underground.” to do like every other state.”

it i Howard addreszed the after-
Dr. T. R. M7iloward of Mound noon session of the egional

Bayou, Miss, and Washington,'Council nf Neoxra U audorShip.
| D.C., shouted, “If Gov. J. I.'nf wiich he is the president.
Coleman wants tranquil race About 600 Negroes attended.

: x AN Howard said the hall was not
relations in Mississippi, et him: gijad because of feoar,

“Give the Negro the right to, “Since the first boatload of
vole. Negroes landed at Jamestown
GG ; .. the white South has conquered

] umﬁi,‘e pimgeaual kb QuEcE | the Nr.gro by fear,” he said.
gl o 4 Earlier, the Rev. B. T Lam-
“Stop violating the 14th and perth, a leader in the Mont-
15th Amendments. lgomery., Ala, bus boycott,

preme Court decision on inte-'to erganize boycotts.

Jie: (0202

181 MﬂY .liu 956

eV N ey
191 MAY 15 94,

“Accept the United States Su-|urged Mississippi Negroes also
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Dg.éd for Troops\

Dr. T. R. M. Howard, president

" of the Mississippi Council of

- Negro Leadership, declared yes-|
terday that “the, only real solu-
tion” to the problem of school

l integration and equal rights for

Negroes in the South “is going
to be the sending in of Federal
troops.” ;

The Negro surgeon, who oper-
ates a clinic at Mound Bayou,
Miss., told a press conference at
the Hotel Teresa, Seventh Ave.
and 125th St., the Department
of Justice should deliver an “ul-
timatum’® ordering Southern
states to abide by the Supreme
Court decision banning school
segregation.

Dr. Howard said he had moved
his wife and two children to Los
Angeles because of threats they V
had received. Now on a nation- 6
wide speaking tour for the Coun- O
cil, which he founded in 1951,
the physician condemned “grad- /
ual methods” in dealing with [a“p
segregation. He said:

“We've been most gradual in
waiting ninety-three years, since
the signing of the Emancipation

Proclamation. We can’t wait Wash. Post and
a.;?ther ?;?elgt%)ye have waited Tites Herald
n WL Wash. News
. Wash. Star
, /.J_-‘—N Y. Herald /’
\ et Tribune
NOT RECORDEL N. Y. Mirror
126 MAR 27 1356 N. Y. Daily News —
Daily Worker
s - The Worker
' New Leader
- T —
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- in the Till murder case.

Clothing and money to aid the struggling people of
the South against the Dixiecrat terror will be collected.
A\yone having clothing or canned foodstuffs is urged Yo

Jl bring it along.

Rev. Hill is a candidate for Congress in the lSth Dis-}

tnct

iy

Wl

e ™ ‘ n lﬂan
Al .».U b

g

Heroic Mlss. Physician|
o Address Slm. Rafly

DETROIT—A mass rally here to bring the story of k
what'sshappening in the South Today, will feature Dr. T. |
M}rom Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

will be at Rev. Charles A. Hill's church, Hartford Ave. .
Baptist, Hartford at Milford Ave., Sunday, March 4, at
3 P.M. Dr. Howard heroically helped gather and bring

together many of the witnesses and much of the evidence

i

g
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INegro Leader Tells Crowd
Now Is Hour of Decision’

{
i
{i
i
il
K
|

By Art Johnson

. A battler against the
South’s violent reaction to
_integration declared here
| yesterday the “hour of de-
cision” has arrived for
America’s Negroes, .

The proclamation was a
verbal fuse that ignited en-
thusiastic and at times tu-
multuous acclaim of an audi-
ence of some 2000 persons.

The crowd, jamming every
corner of the Scottish
Auditorium, roared appro

of a call to battle 50 ﬂ

DI‘ Theo :

i 1531531}321 Regmna

il of Negro Leade

“For 92 years God has been
building the Negro for this
very hour,” he said..

He described the white citi-
zens of Mississippi as 1,200,
000 people mentally ill,” and

aid he wa: going back “to
ight and to die” for the rights

Doctor Howard denounced
the newly formes white Citi-
zens’ Councils. “Somewhere
along the line,” he said, “the’
American people will have to
decide which is more danger-
ous, Communism or James 0.
Eastland and the Citizens®
Councils.”

Eastland, senior ‘United
States Senator from Missis-
Slppl on July 11, 1954, or-
ga ed the flrst Cltlzens

uncil in the South, Dr.
oward said.

The surgeon also attacked
the vote registration system
in Mississippi. It is “appal-
ling,” he declared, that only
19,000 of his State’s 986,000
Negroes. are qualified voters.

He said the whites are put-
ting the “economic squeeze,”
on those few Negroes eligible
to vote.

Last May, he said, two of
his friends were shot and
killed because they refused
to take their names off the

7

he said. “How gradual do you
‘want it to be when it takes

QW

s

“I can’t buy the theory of
gradualism in integration,”

one woman (Autherine Lucy)
almost a century to enter the
University of Alabama?”’

Just before he made his
address, he said, he talked
with Negro leaders by phone
in Montgomery, Ala.

“They told me they have
enlisted for the duration,” he

strife in the city where Ne-
groes have boycotted public
transportation,

Dr. Howard fled Mississippi
some four months ago, but
told his audience yesterday

said, implying possibly more |

“I'm going back Thursday, If
death comes to me, i* doesn’t|
matter because I know the
cause for which I fight.”

His appearance was spon-
sored by t an_Francisco
Interdgnommatmnat Min l-?...
terial Alliance as the belated
conclusion to National Negro
History Week which ended

f Negroes “in my State of
ississippi.”

lists:

February 19.
Ty

SAN FRANGCISCO CHRONICLE
San Franecisco, California
February 27, 1956
Page 5, Column 1
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2000 Hear Civil

‘Gradualism’Assailed
HerebyNegroleader

Rights Fighter

_ Call for Meeting the Issue ‘Now"

'A"The hour of decision” for the
merican Negro /g5 here, Dr.|
Theodore R. Mason ow;fgl_, Ne-
gro civil rights crusader, told an
|audience of 2000 yesterday at the
Scottish Rite Auditorium.

He was applauded repeatedly
by the audience, mostly Negroes,
as he declared the issue of segre-
gation must be fought now, not
‘later. J f

The Mississippi surgeon, found-
er and president of the Missis-
sippi Regional Council of Negro
Leadership, said, “I ecan't buy
the theory of gradualism in
integration, How gradual do you
want it to be when it takeg one
woman almost a century to enter

situation in Mississipi where only

-19,000 of the state’s 986,000

Negroes are registered to,vote.!

He bitterly attacked the
Citizens’ Councils which have
sprung up in the South to com-
bat integration of the Negroes
and their founder, U. S. Senator
James 0. Eastland of Missis-
sippi.

“Somewhere along the line,”
he said, “the American people
will have to decide which ir
more dangerous, Communism ot
James Eastland and the Citizens
Councils.” ; |

Dr. Howard’s talk was spon-
sored by the San Francisco In-

.
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the University of Alabama? terdenominational Ministerial Al- “l
“For 92 years God has heen |liance. S

building the Negro for t}]is very

hour,”

Dr.’ Hnwat‘d.'whn loft Missis-
sippi four months ago, said he is
going ' back Thursday. He

branded as ~appalling”  the | 422 _ / Ty

i)

SAN FRANCISCO NEWS

San Francisco, California
February 27, 1956
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\Rights leader s
Meetm ' Speaker

sissippi, wﬂl address a public
meeting at the Greater Bethesda
Baptist chureh, 53rd and Michi-
gan, Wednesday night, February
|* The meeting will be held under
auspices of the United Packing-
house Workers of America, Dist-
rict One, AFL-CIO. There will be
! no admission charge.
' Charles Hayes, who will conduct
‘the meeting, calls it “a practical
step in our union’s determined ef-
fort to give every possible aid to
, the brave Negroes of the deep
South, who are foday conducting
one of the grestest fights for de-
mocracy America has ever
known.”

. I Ralph Helstein, mternatmna]'

president of the "UPWA and a
member of the AFL-CIO Civil
Rights committee, and Willoughby
Abner, president of the Chlcago
branch of the NAACP, will also
address the meeting,

Abner will emphasize support for |

the Powell amendment to with-
hold federal aid from school dis-
tricts which have failed to follow
the integration order of the U, S.
Supreme Court.

The Packinghouse union, which
has been very ' active in civil

rights, has lent its s_upfpl:)}%he
current “bundles for Yhe south’
camnsiza, with contributions of
"m’hey and clothing,

sy
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~ Negro Leader Urges it
. Troops in MlSSlSSlpp. 125

By George Draper, CE m 1C BOYCO'I'I‘S
A Negro surgeon who claims he comes from “the ‘-‘Dg

or i

5T [ e

. Dr. B Howard, who last year
No. 1 hell hole of the Nation” declared yesterday t re the American Vet-
Federal troops should be sent to Mississippi to enforc ns Committee “citizens|
the laws of the United States.. r v said Negroes in Mis-
s He rﬁ Dr. Theodore R i are now resorting to |
Masorr Howard, president and econ mic boycotts to counter-
IDPL ‘act white terrorism.
Regional Council of Ne D 11, “IE'S interestmg to see the
Leadershlp and presnl&ﬁ, &vluf automobile dealers fill-
elect of the National Medi  their lots and waiting
Association. 'f‘_ or t.he Negro's money. It's
The situation between Ne- sting to see that the
groes and whites in Mississip =,g ‘ e still therg 2 he sald
pi is now so strained, hesﬂdig he sur
that it is heading for a bl0ody (losely wilh the pro
showdown. | in the celebrated Emmett Till
For this reason, hea.fex murder case last year, offered
pressed the hope that troops aqﬂiree -point program. |
would be sent to maintain or- -\Eu*si,y he said, the Govern-
der and enforce such basi(! ment should issue an ultima-
laws as/the right of Negrq hf:.. to the States of Missis-
citizens to vote. _pi Alabama, Georgia and
“‘I'm sure that if thero_is outh Carolina demanding
a race clash there it will be hgt Federal laws be upheld
the, bloodiest this Nation has|| - 00PS NEXT

ever seen,” the surgeon said. | ‘
i If this failed, he continued
FIRST IN ILLITERACY troops should be moved in forJ /
In referring to his State a’r: the purpose of enforcing such |~ V{7 N
the Nation's “No. 1 hell hole,” | jays as voting rights and non-!
X Dr. Howard said Mississippi | segregatwn . 1
: |is the 48th State so far as| Finally, he said, the Gov- 125 BAR L

economy is concerned and the | émment could bring tremen-

HOWARD
e fled hell hole”™

e

first State when it comes to ous pressure on these States

| SAN FRANCTS CO, CHRONICLE illiteracy. y withholding all forms of
t 22 s s ]
San Francisco, California of ?ﬁot:iec: l;mv 2:)(9“::1:;: Dr. heggf;l aidipnelticlaEs
Februgr'y 25, 1956 Howard said. deigud( | I)“We haven't failed fo send
Page 5, Col, 1,2 Until recently, when he |, troops to Korea or any other

fled with his family I&Iaée where we felt they wer
2 amH to Los. y were
\ SEARCH N INDEXED lﬁfngele_s Dr. Howardith ieeded to protect someone’s
| ST RCHED _—INDEXED——— lived in the all-Negro COm-| jopio» o ghserved.

| SERIALIZED F'LED. 'muniity of Mound Bayou.. | "Howard will speak at a
- 1956 ||mass meeting at 3 p.m. to-
> 5 morrow at the Scottish Rite
FBI - SAN FRANCISCO | 'Audltorlum.
[ i)

w
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Here’s a Qﬁrfect case of the pot Calling I;he keﬁié
G Lg
One of the columnists of the New York Eve
;Posb a radical IEftwmg newspaper, NAACP sup-
‘poﬁ:er and social ‘equality advocate, is Barry
Gxay In the January 19th issue of that paper th1s|
Iﬁ:, .agnaph appeared in Barry Gray’s column:
“putable civil rights groups will shun the ;’

Fehmany 8th rally on Mississippi at Manhattan
| Center hecause of its extreme left wing origin.””

! And thal; is a perfect case of the pot calhng the

| |thtle black. It is hard to conjure up a vision of

any publication being more” left wingish than the
;Néw York Evening Post.

- 0n an advertising page of the same paper.
}déted February 7th, appears an advertisement
captioned “Rally for Jus ice in MISSlsslppl," and

‘tator, formerTy yf of Mound Baynu. this state as the

I;prmcipal speaker at the Manhattan Center rally.

|Also grevealed is Dr. Howard's present racket. At

‘the pottom of the advertisement appears Iese_
(

“Admission 49 cents, plus a gift of food or cioth-
ing for economic victims in the South.”
You ean write your own comment on that. Dr.
Howard is engaged in a grand old game of shake-
down among members of his own race in the North,
He accounts only to himself for the collection.
The advertisement also sets forth the names
Dr. Howard’s sponsors and among them are some; /
of the worst leffists, racial agltators and social
lequality champions in the nation. Lyman Beecher é ‘J- i
~"Stowe is listed as chairman and other names men- | - } »
tioned are Dr. W. E. B DuBois, Dr. Catherine D. = A
~ Lealtad, Prof. Pitrim A—-So;ekm Rev. David N. £
—Licorish, Rev. Pable-fodiquez, Frank-Lasker, and
others well known as radicals among’ those who
keep tragk of that dingy group. ‘
Incidentally Manhattan Center is located at 34th
Strpet and Eighth Avenue, where Communists gre
as |thick as fleas on Fido in the good.old s er-
time. F

FREDERICH SULLENS, EDITOR
JACKSON DAILY NEWS
JACKSON, MISS.

2/18/56
Page/é Golis' 1

-

f‘”?‘?

B0 MAR 27 1956

Mr. Tolson.

» g s

W j’ i M. Boardman

P{fjf J}; Mr. Belmon
&7 4 Mr. Mason.._
Mr. Mohr 4 _

Mr. Parsi 7

Mr. Rosen/f
Mr. Tamm.__
Mr. Nease __
Mr. Winterrowd._
Tele. Room.__
Mr. Holloman___
Miss Gandy.

) j ﬁzyrqéwkqbf/

—_—

‘ 'NOT RECORDED
126 MAR 21 /956

L )
E—— E———— A

SEARCHED______|NDEXED _____.
SERIALIZED_ FILED.

FEB 21 1956

FBI — NEW QRLEANS

l‘




Blind to Real Griminals =
herlock Hoover Gets His
Man — A Negro Leader

By ABNER W. BERRY

J. EDGAR HOOVER, the FBI chief, last week finally
to doing something about the racist ter
victim of the terror. Hoover’s tar

Mississippi Negro leader, who
has been forced to move his fam-

ily to California to escape the
terror.  In fact, the Jackson
(Miss.) Daily News, gloating over
Hoover’s letter to Dr. Howard
(whjch, significantly, was re-
leased by the Memphis FBI of-
fice) bragged that the militant
ch{rn surgeon had been told
“hay space was wanted more
tha. his company.”

Dr. Howard, by stating the
simple fact that “the FBI cannot
seem to solve a crime where a
Negro is murdered by a white
man,” aroused FBI Hoover's
dander, The unpunished crimes
against Negroes drew only apo-
logetic statements from Herbert
Brownell's Justice Department,
but Dr. Howard was denounced
as “irresponsible” and his state-
ment of fact called “falsely ac-
cusing.”

But if Hoover’s FBI did not
seck to apprehend those guilty
of murder or to gather evidence
and witnesses against those who
were arrested and chargod,
neither did' Attorney General
Herlert Brownell seek to pre-
vent them. For it is well known
thit the murders have been in-
spivikl by the racist campaign
againstienforcement of the Con-
stitution.

*

SO FAR, Brownell's Justice

and’ passed lor the purpose of

J. W. MILAM. Look Maga-

zine says he admits murder of
Emmett Till

Department has fuiled to—

® Support efforts of the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People to
have the Supreme Court’s de-
segregation  rulings  enforced.
(Such support would be a signal
to the country as a whole that
the nation’s cliief attorney was
on the side off the Constitution.)

® Issue a legal opinion on the
state laws specifically introduced

got around

ror in Mississippi—he attacked a
get was Dr. 1

. R. M. Howard, the

ED BLAIR, union prganizer,
shot on Mississippil picket line

circnmventmg federal law.
(Such' an opinion would take

" much of the wind out of tie

racist’s sails and encourage the
majority of southerners who still
support the Constitution and the
Union.)

¢ Utilize present civil rights
laws Lo prosecute’ soutlern of-
ficiuls, including, U, S. Senators
and Congressmen who lave
formed a conspiracy to deprive
Negro: Americans of their Con-

s stitutional rights, including the

right to vote,
Iihe silence and inactivity of

Lthie Justice Department on the

acist issue, which now is

g debated in legtsharac of
s DDFept South  StatCs,” was
taken as “consent” by the racists
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%\_lhe undertaking establishment of
A

Viliam Flemming in Sumter,

¢ S\ C.

) J. TDGAR HOOVER,  who
1gnore real criminals and per-
seccutes Negro leader

and “complicity” by their Negro
victims and' intended victims.
Negro leaders, such as Dr, How-
ard and officials of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, have protest-
ed and demanded action. The
racists have broadened their ter-
ror campaign.

SINCE Dr. Howard made  in
Baltimore the factual statement
which irked J. Edgard Hoover,
the racists have struck down a
number of Negroes.

® Cus Courts, Negro grocer
of Belzoni, Miss., was seriously
wounded by gunfire by an un-
known white assailant,

® Clinton Melton, Glendora,
Miss., gas station attendant was
shot down in cold blood and now
awaits trial,

® The Rey. Joseph A. De-
l:!ine's church in Lake City, S,

C., uﬂt:‘r:‘ei:l down and shots
werz2 fire 0 his parsonage

® Unknewn whites fired into

——dedision. He did':

® Last week gunfire pierced
the home of James Hinton, pres-
ident of the South Carolina State
NAACP.

® Ed Blair, Amalgamated
Clothing Worker organizer, was
shot and sériously wounded on
a Columbus, Miss., picket line
before the Bosch Arma Corp.
Blair's assailant is free on $2,500

ail.
*

THEN there has been the
preparations for temor. There
was the secret meeting in Mem-
phis of all the white supremacy
terrorist groups under the banner
of the Federation for Constitu-
tional Government. A leader and
participant of this movement
was Mississippi's Senator James
O. Eastland.

Here was the formation of a
movement whose openly avowed
aim was organized defiance of
the U. S. Constitution. But if
the Memphis FBI office filed a
report on the meeting, the na-
tion has not heard of it, and
there has been no indication of
any action by the Justice Depart-
ment or the FBI against it.

A ]uftice Department spokes-
man did issue an anonymous
opinion on the Virginia plan to
circumvent the Supreme Court
ot think the

plan to spend state funds for
segregated private schools and
permit local school districts
abolish public schools
“stand up” in court. But the de-
partment has not gone a step
beyond that.

*

THERE are proposed laws in
South Carolina, Georgia and
Mississippi. which would make
membership in the NAACP a
bar to employment as a school
teacher,

No comment from the Justice
Department,

There is a law on the way to
pnss:ti{e in. Mississippi  which
would make it impossible for an
attorney to be admitted to prac-
tice in that state if his client
was suing to enforce a Supreme
Court desegregation decision.

Silence in the Justice Depart-
ment.

On Jan. 10, 1956, segregation
of interstate passengers on buses,
trains and in waiting rooms was
ordered ended by the Interstate
Commerce Commission. Missis-
sippi city policemen were order-
ed to prevent the enforcement
of this federal agency, operating
under constitutional law.

The Justice Department has
shown no interest in this type of
lawlessness where its jurisdiction
is clear. ’ ;

Covernors of Virginia, South
siaaea, Georgla, North C
lina and Mississippi met last

7

Tolson
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week to consider joint action of ™ |§
federai—3mates to “nulify ke |
high court's desegregation yal-
ing, This is a thrust at all fred-
eral authority. But the Justice
Department has remained mum
on the subject, despite the long
legal history of the issue and
clear position taken by previnus
administrations on the subject.
*

SOME might say that the Jus-
tice Department is afraid of tak-
ing a stand which might lead to
the mass violence threatened by
the die-hard racists.

But the fact is that from
among the 17 states with segre-
gation laws only five are inter-
ested enough in keeping them
to send representatives to Rich-
mond.

Gov. Frank G. Clemenls,
when he rebuffed a racist
delegation asking him to lead a
| “state’s rights” movement and to
call a special session to shore up
segregation, exposed the Di; ie-
crat fraud. Cov. Clement !nd
his Attorney General George
McCanless showed concern and
more respect for federal law
than has been shown thus far by
Herbert Brownell and ]J. Edgar
Hoover.

McCanless
mob:

“I'm for segregation (But), we
have in ‘his country a govern-
ment by law, not by men.”

Dr. Howard, who, unlike Mc-
Canless, opposes segregation,
would agree with the Tennes-
|sean’s reference to the law. The
leriticisms of the Justice Depart-
ment and the FBI have becn
based upon this concept. And,
by implication, the action ol
Goy. Clements and McCanless
represents a sharper criticisin ol
the Justice Departments indif-
| ference than the words of Dr.
| Howard. The Tennessee gov-
emor has chosen sides in the
present civil rights crisis.
much longer will Broy

ver equivocate the
the inciters to murdar %1
murderers themselves?

told the racist
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Charges FBI Laxit
In Pushing Probes

J. Edgar Hoover Defends Office.

2 b |
Brands Charges as "Irresponsﬂ)le

J. Edgar Hoover was raging mad this week over
charges made by Dr. T. R. M. Howard that the FBI hadn’t
done an effective job in probing the Mississippi reign o
terror against Negroes. L R s 8 AT - ). |

two recent Negro deaths md
m:i?w’:,fft;pﬁf; 11§;grboeeriea;};: conducted a full investigation

: R e : 3 into a third. -
against Mississippi racial injus- - &
tice, reiterated his charges after Hoover said an inquiry in
Hoover last week challenged him||the alleged kidnap-murder of
to “put up or shut up.” 14-year-old Emmett Till of

Chicago mnear Money, Miss,

In a letter to Dr. Howard that last A'ugust. showed that “the

was released to the press evenl g, i." aid not indicate a viola-
before Dr. Howard received it,

FBI boss called the charges tion of any federal statute.”

the 85 e e !

“ i lse,” In the shooting of Lamar

g u%d i Smith at Brookhaven, Miss. Aug.
Dr. Howard thundered back

13, Hoover stated the Justice
over the weekend, however, Department, acting on facts de-
when he released to the press

|veloped at a preliminary inquiry,
a reply to Hoover in which he

advised no investigation should
reiterated his charges and of- |be conducted.
fered for the second time to | mne FRI head said a full in-
“provide specific information

vestigation was conducted in
bearing on his charges. the ambush slaying of Rewl

ef George Lee at Belzoni, Mis
T chief quoted Howard
”'1;:1:‘3“ that qc:;nﬁdentia] in-| May 'Zi 1955, lng né:tc;‘; at:
formation is “leaked” from FBI|Veloped were su :
offices, resulting in “pressures” Jyitice Department. [

on witnesses in Negro slayins | (Continued on Page 4 l

cases.
Another statement attributed

must find out why southern in-'| Contacted in Los Angeles,
vestigators can’t seem to sol_ve Thursday, Dr. Howard said in a
a crime where a Negro is in-|telephone interview that he had
va ” ' not received the FBI's letter.
However, he said he refused to
recant, any of the charges he
had made against the FBI and
fadded:

“It is atrange that Mr.
Hoover instead of assuring the
terrorized Negroes in’' Dixie
that they can receive profec-
tion and can get justice, jre-

vz« denied both chargg
and \jeclared that the FBI :
held "preliminary  inguiries

fers to \nake a personal att)ick

upon meé which seems to|b
politically inspired.” !

oews | ~Hoover has denied

| at any of
|the killings in Mississippi~awhich
(Dr. Howard accused <+he FBI of
|failing to probe, were sederal
|cases and said that they had
| been investigated to ascertain
|that fact,

| However, Dr, Howard said he
lcan give Hoover specific exam-
ples of cases where Negroes
were intimidated at the polls
which is certainly a federal vio-
lation.

He said that to clear itself
in the state, the FBI had an
agent in Mississippl try to get
aNegro to sign an affidavit

thiit the FBI in Mississippi waji

| falr in its dealings in cases
| where, Negroes and whites
|| were involved. -

| Dr. Howard has charged that|
FBI agents in Misgissippi are
(from ‘that state and naturally|
|are partial to whites. He de-
clared:

“I will stand on the national
capitol and tell Hoover that we
don't feel that to take a man
whohas been brought up in an
environment such as we have
lin Mississippi and give him a
ifew weeks or years of training
is going to change the individual
into a fair and impartial investi-

§ gator where the two races are

l fone |
| " (Continued from Page ) L
to Dr. Howard was that “we |

1.

1 | involved.

“In each of my references to
the FBI, I have praised the |

§l organization as being the

4|

greatest crime detecting force
on earth. But I have not felt
that all that the government |
can do has been done in the
recent mass killings and in- |
timidation of Negro voters af ‘
the polls in Mississippi. / ‘

| “It might be of\\_'-'pterest jtn,
Hdiover to know that m&lions‘/ of|
|Arjericans join me in this feel-|

|3 » e




‘hood of $150,000,
‘has been spend:
Ing much of his time here re
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I

ﬁ?ﬁﬁer Demands Reiruchon

‘0 Exerclsed My lhght

TER L. WASHINGTON
(California Bureau)

Los ANGELES" “I have exercised my
nght as an American citizen to eriticize gov-
ernmental functions.

T shall continue to exercise this, Mé%ht S

The speaker was Dr. T. R. M.~Howard,
president of the National Medical Associa-,
tion, militant civic leader of Mississippi, and
central figure in a controversy with J. Edgar
Hoover, head of the Federal Bureau of In-

vestigation.
* + i

HE WAS answering the FBI
chief’s blast, leveled at him last
week, in which Mr. Hoover had
(aiccused him of
if alse and w
ir responsible :
charges,” follow- ©
ing three 1955
murders in Mis-
sissippi.

Dr. Howard,
who sold his
Mississippi plan-
tation last month
for a sum re-
puted to he in |
t h e neighbor-

ljr. Howard

cently.

* *® *

MRS, HOWARD and the How-
ard boy are living here “because,”
ps Dr. Howard explained to Thed
Courier, “I couldn’t afford-to risk|
their safety in my ‘MiSSlss;pm

ome, when the law would offer
them no protection.” "'1

Dr. Howard's answer to Mr.
Hoover,

, contained in a lette
mailed from here last Friday,
said in part: ==3 E

.
(== o &8 &4 MQ

e crux of your ggmnlniyu, <
ffs’?’n:‘;t I have made false and;

irresponsible charges against
the FBI in connection with the
murders of George W. Lee, La-
Mar Smith and Emmett ‘Tiil, al

of whom were killed (n Missis-
sippi during 1955. I am sure
you will understand that these
murders, all of which hav

gone unpunished, have excited
genuine concern on the part
of millions of Americans. \

“That concern has bee

helghtened by the fact that
Jd. W. Milam and Roy Bryant
explained in Look magazine
that they did kill Emmett Till
Since that confession, there has
been no move to take any fur-
ther proceedings against them,
either by state or Federal au-
thorities, so far as I know. '
“As a resident of Mississippi,
I know and I am sure .that
- FBI agents know, that the facts
in the George LEE and LaMar
SMITH murders, are widely
known.in the communities in
. which they were murdered.

“As I understand your concept |
‘of the law in these matters, your |
bureau is required only to make
investigations at the request of
the Department of Justice. It
seems reasonable to suppose that

.the Department of Justice must |,

‘defend, for a final judgment, as
to whether or not prosecution
will be undertaken on the facts
|IAS REPORTED BY YOUR BU-
REAU, (Caps ours)

L “YOU SAY that such investiga-
tions were made in the Gearge
Lee case.

“What 1 know, is that a |
Negro citizen, who sought to
vote, was murdered . . . and
that both state and Federal
Governments have declined to
take any action.

€

‘I do mot know ,unpn what
L%\ —
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Justice declined jurisdiction.
I+ do know that I sent a tele-
gram to the Department of Jus-
tice, asking for a conference
on these matters, and received
an answer some four weeks
later, stating that such a con-
ference would be arranged.
“No date was set for the pro-
| posed meeting.
®

S

#®

“THE QUOTATION attributed
to me by the Baltimore Morning
Sun is not entirely accurate,

“In substance, I said on that
occasion: ‘We must find out
why the FBI cannot seem to
solve a crime where a Negre
is murdered by a white man
in Mississippi. I do not know
the extent or character of the
bureau’s investigation in the
' Till case. It is plain now . . .
iin the light of the J. W. Milam
rconfession in the Till case . . .
that the fact lay close to the

1 surface. I have the impression

'that in many instances, the

FB1 has conducted investiga-
! tions and found facts which
were then given to state au-
thorities -for prosecution of
wrong-doers.

“You say that I have con-
veniently forgotten that the work
of the bureau was largely re-
ponsible for the virtual elimina-
%on of lynching in the South . ..
and the KKK in the Carolinas
and Georgia.
—

S “FRANKLY, THERE is a wide

differéfice of opinion between us

lon that score. I think lynching

‘was eliminated an

broken Up By persistent action

i o= . Clg and by an aroused
f——

| Dublic opinion.

x %

—

- grounds the Department of

~———*fcannot recall a prosecution
of Iynching, 8s suchi wy—ibe
Federal Government. -
b1 also understand that there
is no Federal anti-lynching statute
and that prosecution of lynching
is a matter for :he* states.
X =

“IN VIEW of that fact, I do

not understand how the FBI was
lable to take effective action fo
virtually eliminate lyneching, in:
view of your statement that the
Department of Justice can only
act when Federal statutes have
been violated. |
“In conclusion, 1 reject the
charge that I have made false
and irresponsible charges. I
have exercised my right as an
' American citizen to criticize
. Governmental functions.
4T ghall continue to exercise
that right.

* %

1

“I REGRET this 'controversy
has arisen, since it tends to
obscure the fact that the real
issue is NOT OUR DIFFER-
ENCES as to FBI actions or in-
action . . . but the fact thati
American citizens are being wan- |
tonly murderéd in MISSISSIPPI,
and that their. murders
GOING, UNBUNISHED, | « . |

AMYOUR CONDEMN ATION
‘MIGHT DO MUCH TO HALT,
|THIS WAVE OF VIQLENCE.Y,




i By LEVI JOLLEY
=" (Washington Bureau)

 WASHINGTON—In a rare “letter of de-
fense,” J. Edgar Hoover, famed head of the
FBI, has expressed bitter resentment to pub-,

lic accusations that his organization failed to
make thorough investigations into recent
slayings and eivil violation in Mississippi.
The criticism was levelled at Dr. T. R, M.
Howard, noted civic leader of Mound Bayou,
Miss., militant desegregationist and president

of the National Medical Association, for “in-
+temperate and baseless charges.”

reports on slayings in Mississippi
eanavieristhe
right to vote . . .
had been sub-
mitted to the
Justice = Depart-
ment. |
Reference was
also made to the
slayings of:

The REV.
GEORGE W.
LEE, ambush-
ed at Belzoni,
Tliss.—May 7, )
1956. Mr. Hoover

LaMAR SMITH shot to death
at Brookhaven, Miss.—Aug. 13,
1955. .

"EMMETT TILL, kidnap-mur-
der victim near Money, Miss,—
Aug. 31, 1955.

made by the FBI into the Smith
and Till slayings, the letter re-
veals, and an “investigation”
made into the Iee death. In
each instance, the FBI was com-
plying with specific instructions
rof the Justice Department’s Crim-
inal Division. -
£ * "®

IN THE Till case, the depart-
ment, according to Mr. Hoover
“advised the facis DID NOT in-
dicate a violation of any Federal
statute,

letter points out, the department,
acting on facts developed in pre-
liminary inquiry, “advised no in-
vestigation should be conducied”
by the FBI.

In defending activities of the’
FBI, Mr. Hoover revealed that

Preliminary inquiries were|

| CIICLUADEES and I

In the LaMar Smith case, his'

—“The Criminal Division . . .
requested full investigation into
the death of the Rev. Mr. Lee.
Such an investigation was im-
mediately conducted . . . and
the facts as developed were
submitted to the Depariment
~of Justice.,” -

The Attorney General's office
has not yet announced what it
intends to do about findings in
the Lee case. '

. * L L]

USING TWO speeches (one in’
Baltimore; the other in Chicago)’
as.the basis for his public de-
nunciations, the FBI head re-
quested the noted physician pro-
duce proof of his charges of
negligence, or retract the accusa-'
tions. :

The two and one-half page
letter was packed with FBI
statements, newspaper quotations
and charges said to have been
attributed to Dr. Howard.

In addition to revealing the
Justice Department’s action in
studying reports on Mississippi
slayings, Mr. Hoover called at-
tention to FBI investigations |
which had paved the way for
KKK and other groups to be -
prosecuted some years ago. |

Although nationally publicized
that Dr. Howard had sold most;
of his holdings in Mississippi and |
was moving {o California, the.

Hoover letter was addressed to,

Mound. Bayou, Miss. =
i LI ] L]




.

. obtain information that would

#

thorities here pointed GUT wat
failure of the Justice Department
to act on two of the Mississippi
cases was due (1) to failure to

stand up in Federal court or (2)
lack of interest to pursue the
inyvestigation to the end.

One observer pointed out that
the bitter criticism of Dr. How-
ard was made public from
Memphis, Tenn. . . . instead of
the usual procedure of making
all FBI matters public first here
...asadewceto“keephim"
guiet.” f

According to Mr. Hoover, Dr.,
Howard erred in stating at the
Balnmore ‘meeting of the NAACP
that “we must find out why
Southern investigators of @ the
FBI can't seem to solve crimes
where Negroes are involved.”

s L

IN ATTACKING the Chicago
statements, Mr, Hoover pointed
out that Dr. Howard had been!
quoted as saying: “Confidential’
information usually leaks from
the local FBI offices and wit-
nesses in Negro slayings are sub-
jected to pressures as a result.”

At this point, the interna-
tionally famous sleuth added:

“As you undoubtedly know,
information contained in the
" files of this bureau is confiden-
tial in nature, and I am deeply
concerned as your statement
contains a very serious charge. |

“If you have the evidence of
such grave dereliction of duty,
it is your duty to call it to the'
attention of the responsible offi-
cials of either the FBI or the
Justice Department,

“From the information avail-|
able to me, I know of no such
incident, and therefore I feel com-
pelled to request that you sub-
mit such evidence as you have
to sustain your irresponsible
charges or that you issue a
public retraction,” Mr. IHoover
said.

e L B £

IN CLOSING his blast against
Dr. Howard. ‘>~ FBI official said:
(Lh gt i s ande ]
Ilresgonsxbn. al (ljf_glsfzr chta;f‘ges

¥y,

can serve no useful purpose in
this critical period. ———
“In fact, they are a disservice
to common decency and I do not
propose to permit false charges
made against the Bureau itc go
unchallenged.”

He suggested that inquiry be
made through responsible chan-
nels to-every citizen before any

‘one makes mtemperate and base-

]eSs chalges ol

.



FBP

thmg Being
Done To Protect
Negro—Howard

Los Angeles (ANP).—Despite
a protest from FBI Director J.

dgar Hoover, Dr. T. R. M{LHow-
ard said he is sticking to his
charges that the FBI has been lax|
In solving Mississippi racial klll—
ings.

“It is strange that Mr. Hoover,
instead of assuring the terrorized

egroes in Dixie that they can
receive protection and can get jus-
tice, he prefers to make personal
attacks at me which seems to be
politically inspired,”” Dr. Howard
said during an interview.

Hoover, in a letter released |’
Wednesday by the FBI office at
Memphis, accused the Mound

ayou, Miss., physician of ‘‘false |
and 111es.pon51b1e” statements |
apainst the FBI and demanded
that he prove or letract them.

The FBI director pm'tleulally
{tesented Dr. Howard’s public
\Statement, in regard to the Te-
‘Cent .slaying of three Negroes in
Mississippi, that:

' “We must find out why south-

¢

WARD STICK
H!}ﬂ GHARGES

IN TIFF WITH
'HOOVER

$2Dr. Howard

i partlal investigations” in e
case, at the direction of the
partment of Justice, and fo
that no eivil rights violations were
involved.

Dr. Howard, president of the

Mississippi Re ional Council of
Negro Leadership, insisted that
IFFBI agents in Mississippi are

partial to whites. He declared:

“l will stand on the national
capitol and tell Hoover that we
don’t feel that to take a man who
has been brought up in an envir-
onment such as we have in Missis-
sippi and give him a few weeks
or years of training is going to
change the individual into a fair
and impartial investigator where
the two races are involved.”

Dr. Howard said he has often

1 |praised the FBI as the “greatest

crime detecting force on earth.”

“But I have not felt that all
that the government can do has
been done in the recent mass kill-
ings and intimidations of Negro
voters at the polls in Mississippi,”

'he added.

The Negro civil rights leader,
jafter Hoover’s letter was read to
hm by phone, said:

§If the charge is false, then

it Js my belief that the murderers
of [Rev. Lee and the indivi
(Continued on Page 8)

als

from that state and naturally arelmted were in connection with the

oazls | NAACP chapter, was found

7 VA /
[\i,uu_.

L

[ -
(Continued from Page 1)
.who seriously wounded Gus Courts
on Nov. 2b should be brought to

justice.
The “mtempelate and baseless
charges” . which Hoover's letter

lslayings of Emmett Till, Rev.
George Wesley Lee and Lamar
Smith.

Till, a 14-year-old Chicago
youth, was kidnapped at Money,
Miss., and killed last August after
he allegedly Wolf—whlstled and |
made ‘‘insulting remarks” fto a
white woman. The woman’s hus-
band, Roy Bryant, and half-broth-
er, 1. W. Milam, were acquitted|
of a charge that they murdered
Till. An all-white jury also re-
fused to indict the pair on the
kidnap charge.

Smith, who had been active in
getting Negmes to register and
vote in Mississippi, was shot to
death Aug. 13 in the town square
at Brookhaven. A whife man was
arrested but the grand jury com-
plained it could not indict him be-

|cause no witnesses could be
found.
Lee. head of the Belzoni, Miss.,

dead
in his wrecked car May 7 with
gt wounds  allegedlys—=eide
by white men. %

;Ern investigators of the FBI i
C V't seem to solve a crime where | P
Negro is involved.” |
* Hoover denied the charge dnd| 4z~ =
id that his agents hold “full dnd: <t LTS LR S e 1 o
SEARCHzD .. -~ INDEXED -T_—‘, I
LCUISI;LI\' JEEKLY SERIALIZED .. riLeD_ 76 FEB
1/28/56 J/
IF\’pc-c 1. Goil.ahiilfe =15 FBI — NEW ORLEANS
'Eil ORLTANS, Li. TR
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FBIFailure to Act |
InMiss. Violence

LOS ANGE (NNPA)—
Despite the claim of FBI Di
rector J. E Hoover that
the Mississippi physician’s
charges were ‘false, irresponsi-
ble and intemperate’, Dr, T. R.
IM. Iloward repeated here this
week that “The FBI just can't
seem to solve a crime where a
Negro is murdered by atwhite
man in Mississippi.” |

“I presume you released your|
letter....(because).... you wanted
this whole matter to become an

ue of public controversy,’”” the

octor told Hoover.

The Mound Bayou former N. !
A. C. P. State president and ad-
mitted leader of the opposition
fight 19 the white Citizens’ Councils
of Mississippi, charged in his let-
ter to Hoover that the famed FEI
had failed to secure conviclions oi
any of the killers in the slayings
of Emmett Till, Rev. George W.|
Lee and Lamar Smith in Missis-
sippi.

Dr, Howar® vtharged that the
FBI chief's letter reached the
Mound Bayou home of the medic
‘12 hours after newspapers had|
calla<d me regardinz its contents.’’ |

Cites Mnagazine !

“J. W. Milam and Roy Brvam'
explained in a magazine article
that they did kill Emmett Till,”
Dr. Howard wrote to Hoover,

‘“Since that confession {here has
been no move to take any further
proceedings against them......I
know, and I am sure that FBI a-
zents know, that the facts in the

A and Lamar Smith|
=ridely known in the
in. which they were

[LES

murc |
J"""t"m"‘(n
tently forgotien

that T hijvie—taana-
the wo of th

| mits murderers. to go

DR, HOWARD
Bureau....was ly 1
for the virtu: limination of
lvnchings in the South.' Fr:
there is a wide differe of opin-
ion hetween us on that score,"” Dr.
Howard said.

1 cannot recall

esponsible

nkly,

a prosecution of

lynching, as such, by the Federa!
Government and I uppose  such
prosécution would have been und-
ertaken only after investigation by
your Bureau.'

Lynching Real Issue

“I regret that this CONLroversy
has arirer—sme= it tends o ob-
scure the fact that the real

in the South, and in the Nation
and the world for that matter , s
not our diflerences as to FBI ac-
lion, or inaction, but the fact that
;\nuur an citizens arve bhej 12 want-
only murdered in Mi ppi and
that their murderers ap going un-
mmi shed, y

“Since your letter to me was in
the nature ¢t an open statement
10 the newspapers I regret very
much that you did not see fit to
Inciude in it a condemnation of
these murders Your condemna-
lion might dr much to halt tnis
wive of violence,

“!-1 any evna2t I shall continue
o join with the millions of nLhm‘
Americans and ery out against ind|
justice and agairst that kind of a

ministration 5t justice which pe
e R R O ]

free {o
Qg heir crimes.
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Hngs_rer Demands Reirachon W - gjlz éf{ﬁ?@

.,-“. 3

Boardman

‘l Exercised My nght
As U.S. Citizen to

Winterrowd

9 ! Tehe. Room
Holloma
{riticize FBI° - llowaul e
By CHESTER L. WASHINGTON

(California Bureau)
LOS ANGELES—*“1 have exercised my

concern h been

right as an American citizen to criticize gov- “heightetied by the hLﬂiﬁ
ernmental functions. J. W. Milam and Roy Bryant
“1 shall continue to exercise this pight. .. explained in Luok magazine
The gspeaker was Dr. T. R. M. oward that they did kill Emmett Till.
remdent of the National Medlcal “Associa- Since that confession, there has
p! been no move to take any fur-

tion, militant civic leader of Mississippi, and

ther proceedings against them,
central figure in a controversy with J. Edga B Es dga

either by state or Federal au.

Hoover, head of the Federal Bureau of In thorities, so far as 1 know.
vestlgatlon “As a resident of Mississippi,
S Bageom % I know and [ am sure that
HE WAS answering the FBI FBI agents know, that the tacts
chief’s blast, leveled at him last in the George LEE and LaMar
week, in which Mr. Hoover had SMITH murders, are widely &L
accused him of ! i known in the communities in
“f alse and ] L which they were murdered.

irresponsible
charges,” follow-
ing three 1955 &
murders in Mis- -
sissippi.

Dr. Howard, :
who sold his .
Mississippi plan- :
tation last month
for a sum re-
puted to be in

“As 1 understand your concept
of the law in these matters, your
bureau is required only to make
investigations at the request of
the Department of Justice. [t
seems reasonable to suppose that
‘the Department.of Justice must
defend, for a final judgment, as
to whether or not prosecution
will be undertaken on the facts
AS REPORTED BY YOUR BU-

t h e neighbor- REAU, (Caps ouss)
I}:oodbof $150,000, Dr. Howard # % oW Wash. Post and
IaS een spend- : “YOU s.:. that such investiga- Times Herald
ng much of his time here re- tions we,. made in the George
cently. — fealenEm Wash. News
| gl “What 1 know, Is that a Wash. Star
MRS, HOWARD and the How- Negro citizen, who sought to N. Y. Herald
ard boy are living here “because,” vote, was murdered . . . and EAS
as Dr. Howard explained to The that both state and Federal Tribune
Courier, “I couldn’t afford to risk Governments: have declined o . N. Y. Mirror
their safety in my Mississippi - take-any;action, ; . rggpme =2k N. Y. Daily News
home, when the law would offer 0T do not knuw u,pun swhat; 18 K
them no protection.” Daily, Wosces
Dr. Howard’s answer to Mr. ; The Worker

Hoover, contained in a ‘etter N Lloade A
mailed from here last Friday, ' L
said in part: |
*“The crux of your complaint ; 15 ’ |
Date 1 97;' Z5E
GT 1 1, #L"L

is that I have made false and
4 ’ L P

irresponsible charges against
the FBI in connection with the
murders of George W. Lee, La-
Mar Smith and Emmett 2ill, all 1“8 r‘-

01956

ot whom were killed in Missis. . A
sippi during 1955. I am sure o e EOPTTIL

you will understand that these ; oy i T

murders, all of which have A 7,,}

gone unpunished, have excited 1A S X3

genuine  concern on_the part VR oL “‘”
SF millions of Americans, | < R el S
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_—
grounds the Department ~~*
Justice declined jurisdiction.

“I do know that I sent a tele-
gram to the Department of Jus-
tice, asking for a conference
on these matters, and received
an answer some four weeks
later, stating that such a con-
ference would be arranged.

“No date was set for the pro-

posed meeting.
L " L
“THE QUOTATION attributed
to me by the Baltimore Morning
Sun is not entirely accurate.

“In substance, I said on that
occasion: ‘We must find out
why the FBI cannot seem to
solve a erime where a Negro
is murcered by a white man
in Mississippi. 1 do not krow
the extent or character of the
bureau’s investigation in the
Till case. It is plain now . . .
in the light of the J. W. Milan
confession in the Till case . . .
that the fact lay close to the

¢ surface. I have the impression
that in many  instances, the
FBI has conducted investiga-
tions and found facts which

thorities for prosecution of
wrong-doers.’

“You say that I have con-
veniently torgotten that the work
ol” the bureau was largely re-
sponsible for the virtua! elimina-
| tion of lynching in the South . ..
and the KKK in the Carolinas

and_ Georgia. o T
£l L »

were then given to state ap- |

| “FRANKLY, THERE 1 2 wige
wiference of opinion between us
on that. seore. I think lynching
was eliminated and the KKR
broken up by persistent action

public opinion.

“I cannot recall a prosecution
of lynching, as such, by the
Federal Government,

“l also "understand that there
isno Federal anti-lynching siatute
and that prosecution of lyncliing
is a matter t*or the states,

L] W

“IN VIEW of that fact, I do
not understand how the FBI was
able to take effective action to
virtually eliminate lynching, in
view of your statement that the
Department of Justice can only
act when Federal statutes have
been violated.

“In conclusion, I reject the
charge that 1 have made false
and irresponsible charges. I
have exercised my right as an
American citizen to ecriticize
Governmental functions.

“I shall continue to exercise
that right.

*» » W

“1 REGRET this controversy
has arisen, since it tends to
obscure the fact that the rea)l
issue is NOT OUR DIFFER-
ENCES as to FBI actions or in-
action . . ,-but the fact that
American citizens are being wan-
tonly murdered in MISSISSIPPI,
and that their murders ARE
GOING UNPUNISHED.

SY¥OUR.CON lé LM N ATION
;I:HGBI. DO MUCH:, TO . HALT

HIS WAVEOF VIQUENCH?), -

of the NAACP and by an aroused

Pl ]



By LEVI JOLLEY |
(Washington Bureau)

]' WASHINGTON-—In a rare “letter of de-
fense,” J. Edgar Hoover, famed head of the
FBI, has expressed bitter resentment to pub-
lic accusations that his organization failed to
make thorough investigations into recent
slayings and civil violation in Mississippi.

fcaately conducted . —_ang |
- the facts as developed were
‘submitted to the Department
of Justice.” _

The Attorney General's office
has not yet announced what it
intends to do about findings in
the Lee case. ‘

CHRE I !

USING TWO speeches (one in .

Baltimore; the other in Chicago)

¥ The criticism was levelled at Dr. T, R. M.
Howard, noted civic leader of Mound Bayou,
1ss., militant desegregationist and president
of the National Medical Association, for {in-
- = temperate and baseless charges.”
i In defending activities of the
FBI, Mr. Hoover revealed that
reports on slayings in Mississippi
over the- e
right to vote , ..
had been sub-

{
)

* .. gy

mitted to the
Justice Depart-
ment. ‘

Reference was
also made to the
 slayings of:”

The REV.
GEORGE W,

LEE, ambush-
ed at Belzoni, # L
Miss.—May 7,
1955, Mr. Hoover
LaMAR SMITH shot to death |
at|Brookhaven, Miss.—Aug. 13,
1245, k) |
MMETT TILL, kidnap-mur-
der victim near Money, Miss.—
Aug. 31, 1955.

Preliminary inquiries were

made by the FBI into the Smith
and Till slayings, the letter re-
veals, and in “investigation”
made into the Lee death. In|

plying with specific instructions
of the Justice Depariment’s Crim-
inal Division. 1

W o *

IN THE Till case, the depart-
ment, according to Mr. Hoover
“advised the facts DID NOT in-
dicate a violation of any Federal
statute. .

In the LaMar Smith case, his
letter points out, the department,
acting on facts developed in pre- |
liminary inquiry, “advised no in-

each instance, the FBI was com- |

as the basis for his public de-
nunciations, the FBI head re-
‘quested the noted physician pro-
duce proof of his charges of
negligence, or refract the accusa- |
tions.

The two and one-half page
letter was packed with FRI
statements, newspaper quotations
and charges said to have been
attributed to Dr. Howard.

In addition to revealing the
Justice Department's action in
studying reports on Mississippi
slayings, Mr. Hoover called at-
tention to FBI investigations
which had paved the way for
KEEK and other groups to be
prosecuted some years ago.
Although nationally ‘publicized
that Dr. Howard had sold most

of his holdings in Mississippi and
iwas ‘moving to California, the
over letter was addressed to
‘Mound Bayou, Miss. !
CIVIC LEADERS and 1@25!,1_16}7-

thorities here pointed out that
fajlure of the Justice Department

to act on two of the Mississippi
cases was due (1) to failure to
obtain information that would
stand up in Federal court or (2)
lack of interest to pursue the
investigation to the end. \

One observer pointed out that
the bitter criticism of Dr. How-
ard was made public from
Memphis, Tenn, . . . instead of
the usual procedure of making
all FBI matters public first here
. ..as a device to “keep him
quiet.”

According to Mr. Hoover, Dr.
Howard erred in stating at the|
Baltimore meeting of the NAACP |
that “we must find out why
Southern investigators of the

vestigation should be conducted”
by the FBI.

“The Criminal Division . . .
requested full investigation into
o, the_death of the Rev. Mr—ZLee,
- | Such an investigation was im-
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FBI can't seem to solve crimes
where Negroes are involved.”
& & w

IN ATTACKING the Chicago
statements, Mr. Hoover pointed
out that Dr. Howard had been
quoted as saying: “Confidential
information usually leaks from
the local FBI offices and wit-
nesses in Negro slayings are sub-
jected to pressures as a result.,”

At this point, the interna-
tionally famous sleuth added:

“As you undoubtedly lnow,

fi

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mzx.
Mr.

Mr.

of this bureau is confidgn:
tipl in nature, and I am deepfly
cancerned as your statemefpt
contains a very serious charge.
“If you have the evidence of
jsuch grave dereliction of duty,
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Mz, Boardman %
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it is your duty to call it to the
a_ttenﬁon of the responsible offi-
cials. of either the FBI or the

Justice Department,

“From the information avail-
able to me, I know of no such
incident, and therefore I feel com-
pelled to request that you sub-
mit such evidence as you have
to sustain your irresponsible!
charges or that you issue a|
public retraction,” Mr. Hoover

said.

information contained in the

L R 3 )

|
|
,{N CLOSING his blast agajl}st
Dry Howard, the FBI official said:
“rresponsible and. false charges
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Qur Opinions

Conscience Hurting?

The FBI has suddenly become super-
sensitive to criticism. Stung by charges of
laxity over crimes involving Negroes in the

outh, J. Edgar Hoover, the director, has
demanded that Dr. T. R, M. Howard of Mis-
sissippi either support or retract his speci-
fie accusation that the bureau leaked infor-
mation about Negro slayings in Mississippi.

We believe there is ample evidence to
support allegations of terrorism and vio-
lence against Negroes all throughout the
South. Nobody needs to consult any law
books to prove this. In Mississippi, helpless
Negro' citizens are existing under a state
of enarchy and fear, such as has never been
see1 in the darkest dungeons behind the
Iroa Curtain,

8 "'he FBI has said time after time that it
head nd Eutherity to go in and investigate

S e

1 Th%ﬂ_}}_i. caga.Defendepr!, .M,,.,:.-—
Editorial,Page 9 N

1/28/56 °

T 1MARY

f\,i

cases like that of the brutal lynching of
14-year old Emmett Louis Till. This leaves
Negro citizens in the position of being with-
out protection either from local and state
authorities nor from the Federal govern-
ment itself. Where, then, are they to
turn to? :

If consciences are being stung, these are
hopeful signs that inatead of indifference
to brutality, maybe at long last some laws
can be passed and the machinery provided
s0 the FBI can have no excuse for not mov-
ing into Mississippi, and any place else
where they are needed.

Mr. Hoover is riding the wrong horse
when he castigates Dr. Howard for saying
what are the thoughts *of decent people a.ll
over the country, “Where is the 'l,i‘BI? Chn't

they do something aboutthis?

INDEXED-88 S
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7 | fz}-‘.__i X &gz: ‘ /jfu,'- ,‘ - { : :{:o{)

3 - £ .




= /Y.

Dr. T. R. M. Howard

ound Bayou, Mississippi.

ear Sir:

\ During the recent months, a number of newspaper ar-
ticles have come to my attention which attribute to you state-
ments concerning the function of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation. Your statement as reported by the press pertain-
ing to the FBI reflectes a complete disregard of the facts on
your part. You, as an American citizen, have every right to

express yourself as you see fit, however, T do not feel that.

vou have any right, whatsoever, to be wrong on your facts,
particularly when they are used in public statements con-
cerning serious matters. Let me cite a few snecifie incidents:

The Baltimore Morning Sun newspaper issued September}’

26, 1955, carries a newspaper story headline, Probe of South-
ern FBI Asked. This story contains certain erroneous state-
ments which you made before a membership meeting of the
NAACP at the Sharpe Street Methodist Church at Baltimore.
You are quoted as saying, “We must find out why South-
ern investigators of the FBI can't seem to solve a crime
where a Negro is involved.” You made these statements in
connection with the slaying of Emmitt Till, George W. Lee
and La MarSmith. |
Hold Preliminary Inquiries

- 3 s . . F_'__‘:;-_'_?
~———Fer your information this Bureau upon instruction of the

i/ = STATE PRESS

Ly el + Little Rock, Arkan
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Civil Rights Section of the Centr ivision of the Denari-
ment of Justice, conducted a Ex"e"’_fﬁlj%ﬁ\ry inquiry immediate-
ly upon the receipt of information alleging a Civil Rights
violation and the facts are submitted to the Department of

Justice for its determination as to prosecution or further in-
vesgtigative action. Further investigation of Civil Rights cas-
es are conducted at the direction of the Department of Jus-
tice.

The FBI is not a policy making organization and we
merely conduct fair and impartial investigations and sub-
mit the results of such investigation to the Department of
Justice.

This Bureau is doing everything within the scope of ex-
isfing legislation in Civil Rights matters, and our fair and
pfompt investigations have done much to increase public
r¢spect for and consciousness of Civil Rights.

You seem to have conveniently forgotten the work of
this Bureau which was largely responsible for the virtual
elimination of lynchings. in the South and, also, was mainly
responsible for the breaking up of the KKK in the Carolinas
and Georgia.

State FBI Position

In regard to the specific cases which you mention in
your talk in Baltimore, I would'like you to be aware of the
Bureau’s position in each instance. As you recall when the
body of Emmitt Till was found in the Tallehatchie River in .
Mississippi, August 31st, 1955 the available facts concerning
this was presented to the Civil Rights Commission of the De-

rtment of Justice by this Bureau.

' This Department advised that the facts would not 1nd1—
cate a violation of any Federal statute. Accordingly this Bu-
reau did not conduct any further investigation in this case.

In the Rev. Iee case you will recall that the Rev. Lee
was Killed on May T7th, 1955. The Criminal Division of the
Department of Justice requested an investigation into the
death of Rev. Lee. Such an investigation was immediately
conducted by agents of this Bureau and the facts as devel-
oped were submitted to the Department of Justice. In con-
nection with the LaMar Smith case the facts surrounding
this matter were submitted to the Criminal Division of the
aDepartment of Justice and we were advised that an investi-
Zation was not to be carried out by this Bureau.

Demands Evidence

The Chicago American on December 28, 1955, carried a
news story entitled “FBI Leaks Hit at Till Acquittal.” Ac-
cording to the news story you stated confidential information
usually leaks from the local FBI office, and witnesses to Ne-
gro slaying are subjected to pressures, as results. You, un-
doubtedly, know that information contained in the files of

' this Bureau is confidential in nature and I am deeply con- |
cerned as your statement contains a very serious charge. If
you have evidence of such a grave dereliction of duty, then
it is your duty to call it to the attention of the responsi-
ble officials of the FBI or Department of Justice.

~ From the information available to me, T know of no such
instance. I feel compelled to request that you submit evidence
as you have to sustain your irresponsible charge or that you

Jssue_a.public retraction. o "
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~=r=<=ponsible and false chaT2?=3an serve no .useﬁIT-ﬁ%
pose in this critical period. In fact they are a disservice to
common decency and I do not propose to penmit false charges
made against this Bureau to go unchallenged. If you were in-
terested in the truth as to how this Bureau 1}as discharged
its responsibility in any area, you would have’ made inquiry
through responsible channels \&;hich darsa:‘sen t'zh ij-ery citizen

ing ¥ intemperate an ess ges.

before making your intempe eyl

, \::z) £/ _— JOhn Edgar }mg;‘:i

-_‘,;5 o

er. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C.

Dear Sir:

On January 18, 1956, I was called by the Memphis Com-
mercial Appeal, and asked if I had any comment on a letter
from you to me which you had released to them. Subse-
quently, and on the same day, I received similar calls from
other newspapers and press associations. Your letter to me
reached my Mound Bayou, Mississippi, home at 9 a. m. on
January 19, 1956, a full twelve hours after my first call from
the newspapers. Since I had not received your letter when

was_ queried by these newspapers, I was unable to make :
Acomplete reply. I can only presume that you released tha let

ter prior to the time it could possibly have reached me an
that you wanted the whole matter to become an issue in the
area of public controversy. I shall, therefore, follow your
example and release this letter to the newspapers,

The crux of your complaint, as I gather it, is that I have
‘made false and irresponsible charges” against the FBI in
connection with the murders of George W, Lee, LaMar Smith
and Emmett Till, all of whom were killed in Mississippi @ur-

1ing 1955. I am sure that you will understand that these mur-
ers, all of which have gone unpunished, have excited geng-
ne concern on the part of millions of Americans, That eon-
has been heightened by the fact that J. W: Milam an
Roy Bryant explained in last week’s Look magazine
they did kill Emmett Till. Since that confession there has
been on move to take any further proceedings against them,
either by state or federal authorities, so far as I know. As
8 resident of Mississippi, I know, and I am sure that FBI
agents know, that the facts in the George Lee and LaMar
Smith murders are widely known in the communities in
which they were murdered,

I am a layman, not a lawyer. I do not pretend to know
the intricacies of the law. I do know that my own criticism
of the failure of justice in these cases is a reflection of the
feelings of the many thousands of.persons to whom I have
spoRen dnd with whom I have talked in the past few racriits.




They—ate as dismayed as I am_thotsaurders can De Gommait-
ted in the United States and that murderers can escape in-
dictment, as in the George Lee and LaMar Smith cases, or
win acquittal\as in the Emmett Till case, when, as in all of
these cases, the facts about the cases are so well known to
law enforcement authorities, federal as well as state.

As I understand your concept of the law in these mat-
ters, your Bureau is required only.to make investigationg at
the request of the Department of.Justice, Aftér you have
made these investigations, upon request, you lay the facts
before the Department of Justice which then determines
whether or not prosecution will be undertaken or further in-
vestigations will be made. It seems reasonable to suppose
that the Department of Justice must depend, for a final
judgment as to whether or not prosecution will be under-
thken, on the facts as reported by your Bureau, You say that
spch investigations were made in the George Lee case. I

not know, of course, the extent of your investigation. I do
not know whether or not you determined that this was me
ly a murder case, falling within the province of the Sta
of Mississippi, or whether you determined it was part of
wide-spread conspiracy reaching across state lines that might
have brought them within the purview of federal-civil-rights
statutes. What I do know is that a Negro citizen who sought
to vote was murdered and that both State and Federal Gov-
ernments have declined to take any action. I do not know up-
on what grounds the Department of Justice declined juris-
diction. I do know that I sent a telegram to the Department
of Justice asking for a conference on these matters and re-
ceived an answer some four weeks later stating that such
a conference would be arranged. No date was set for that |
proposed meeting. |

It was against that background-that I volced my criti-

cism of federal inaction in .mv Baltimore speech. The quo }

tation attributed to me by the Baltimore Morning Sun is no

entirely accurate. !

: In substance I said on that occasion that “We mus

find out why the FBI cannot seem to solve a crime where
a Negro is murdered by a white man in Mississippi.”” Wheth-
er the reason for that failure lies in inadequacy of federal
statutes, or restrictive interpretation of such statutes by the
Department of Justice jor the failure of FBI investigative
machinery, the fact remains that “the FBI cannot seem
to solve a crime where a Negro is murdered by a white man
in Mississippi.” Of course, I do not know the extent or char-
acter of the Bureau's investigation in the Emmett Till case.
I do not 'know whether your investigation was made availabl

to Mississippi law enforcement authorities, It is plain now ir
the light of the J. W. Milam confession in the Till case tha

the facts in that case lay close to the surface, I have the im

pression that in many instances the FBI has conducted in-
vestigations and found facts which were then given to state
authorities for prosecution of the wrong doers.

You say I have “conveniently forgotten the work of this
Bureau . . . was largely responsible for the virtual elimina-
tion of lynching in the South and, also, was mainly responsi-
ble for the breaking up of the KKK in the Carolina and
Georgia.” Frankly, there is a wide difference of opinion be-
Iween us on that score—<ou=are as entitled to your—opamon

e
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Ehat_ﬂt)y; FBI deserves crediteon-koth these scores es—s=am
to mine that lynching was eliminated and the KKK broken
up by persistent action by the NAACP and by an aroused
public opinion. I cannot recall a prosecution of lynching, as
such, by the Federal Government and I Suppose that such
prosecution would be undertaken only after investigation by
the Bureau. I also understand that there is no federal anti-
lynching statute and that prosecution of lynching, as such,
is a matter for the States. In view of that fact, I do not un-
derstand how the FBI was able to take effective action to
‘“virtually eliminate " lynching in light of your statement
that the Department of Justice can act only when Federal
statutes have been violated, If the Federal Government was
able to act in the area of lynching, in the absence of a fed-
- eral anti-lynching statute, is it possible to undertake similar
action in cases such-as the George Lee, LaMar Smith and
Emmett Till cases in light of a similar claimed lack of ap-
plicable Federal statutes? b

I did charge in my Chicago Press Conference speech that
there had apparently been a “leak” of FBI investigations in
Mississippi. The complainants live in Mississippi and I believe
that you will agree with me that any complainant in that

_state risks his personal safety when he makes charges that -
"run counter to current _public opinion in that state. There-
‘fore, I will not recite the specific case in this letter which
“will be released to the press. Under separate cover I
. sending you a statement of the facts in that case. I knowl
that you will guarantee the safety of that individual. One of
-the things which I wanted to discuss, and tried to discuss,
with the Department of Justice was that very matter. Since
. I was never given a definite appointment I was unable to
present it through those channels,

In conclusion, I reject the charge that I have made |
“false and irresponsible charges.” I have exercised my right
as an American citizen to criticise governmental functions,
I shall continue to exercise that right, even when it leads
to a difference of opinion between me and the public serv-
ants. I regret that this controversy has arisen since it tends
to obscure the fact that the real issue in the South, and in
the Nation and the world for that matter, is not.our dif-
ferences as to FBI action, or inaction, but the fact that
American citizens are being wantonly murdered in Missis-
sippi and that their murderers are going unpunished. Since
your letter to me was in the nature of an open statement to
the newspapers I regret very much that you did not see fit
to include in it a condemnation of these murders. Your con-
demnation might do much to halt this wave of violence. In
any event, I shall continue to join with the millions of other
Americans and cry out against injustices and against that
kind of administration of justice which permits murderers to

go free to boast their crimes.
; Dr, T. R. M. Howard.

e



v

FBI chief 'flbore'd for-—

count’ by Dr. T. R. Howard

with, in the answer of Dr. Theodore R. Mi#Howard,

; AL Edgar Hoover, the much publicized and glamor-
ized director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
dla_splayed a sinister and pugnacious attitude toward
criticism, which would be ominous had it not been so ef-
ficiently and eloquently, also so courageously, dealt

whom the G-man wrote, taking to task for public crit-
lcism of the almighty FBI. (See story elsewhere this issue)

We might remind the G-man that for a police-

man to challenge the right of public expression of a

citizen, whether that citizen is right or not — (and if

Dr. Howard was in errvor in questioning why “southern
Investigators of the FBI can’t seem to solve a crime
where a Negro is involved”, he has an awful lot of com-
pany) — borders on the police state and denial of the
right of free speech, onuses which, of course, we have
borne in this country to a certain extent, and for a long
time, but never before upon so-tacit and public an ad

mission as the FBI chief’s letter to the Mississippi Negr
leader.

In substance, we Wwould say that Mr.
hadn’t a leg to stand on his subtle demand on Dr. How-
ard to ‘cease and desist’ public eriticisms of the FBI for
ineffectiveness in the Mississippi situation.

Unless the federal policeman is saying that it is the
FBI’s custom not to divulge information as to the iden-
tity of criminals and the solution of crimes when it has
determined that the erime is not of its jurisdiction, then
we must assume that the FBI knows no more than we
do about the killings of the Rev. George W. Lee, LaMar
Smith, and Emmett Till, which have gone ‘unsolved’ by

Hoove

local authorities of Mississippi for many months now.

look’

As for other assertions made by the government
official, of the FBI's ‘record’ with respect to the “elim-
ination of lynching and the Ku Klux Klan”, we think
Dr. Howard dealt admirably with these rather pompous
boasts, and have nothing to add except the suggestion
that if the FBI did indeed end lynching and the Ku
Klux Klan in the South, we would suggest that it go af
ter those evils again, for they obviously have sprung up
to plague the nation anew, even if they have the ‘new
of ‘local murder’, instead of mob killing, and
what was the KKK goes by such names as White Citi-
zens’ Councils, States Rights Councils, Committee of In-
dividual Rights, Southerp_g___e_g\tlemen, ete.
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J. Ejgr Heover in letter-writing joust with
Dr. Howard over leader's criticisms of FBI

By Tribune Staff Writer

Chief of the G-men J, Edgar
Hoover, came off second best in an
exchange of corresponderick

this |
week with Dr. T. R. M.“Howard,

militant and eloquent physician, !

president of the Mississippi Region-
al Council of Negro Leadership.
Here in Los Angeles Sunday, re-
porting on the Christmas ‘Giftlift’
generous Angelenos sent to em-
battled Mississippians, Dr. Howard
made public a letter, written him
by Hoover, director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, warning
him to ‘cease and desist’ criticisms
of the b BI for failure to “solve
¢rdme waere a Negro is involved,
aking the reproof of him pu
lic| accoiw:ng to Dr. Howard, rull
12}houss be.ore the letter “reached
my DMoand Baycu, Miss, home at
9 am. oa Jan. 12" Hoover brus-
quely to.d tne Mississippian tnat
over “recent months , | | news-
paper aruc.cs have come to my at-
tention wiich attribute to you
statemen.s concerning the funcdon
of the ... }¥BL
“You, as an American citizen,
have every right to express your-
self as you see fit, however, I
do not ieel that you have any
right, wiaatsoever, to be wroag
on yeur facis, particularly when
they are used in public state-
. menis concerning serious mat-
ters.”
Hoover defended the FBI against
a statement by Dr. Howard, made
in Baltimore, that, “We must find

out why southern investigators of |

the FBi can't seem to solve a crime
where a Negro is involved,” said
Hoover:

£ LSy -

INITIALED

’

V) et D
MARKED FILE AN

“Four your information, this
Bureau upon instruction of the
Civil Rigants Section of . , . the
Depariment of Justice, conduct~
ed a preliminary inquiry . °
and the facts are submitted| to
the Department of Justice HOr
determination as to prosecutfon
or further investigative action.
Further investigation of civil
rights cases are conducted at the
direction of the Department of
Justice.

“The FBI is not a policy mak-
ing organization and we merely
conduct fair and impartial in-
vestigations and submit the re=-
sults of such investigation . ..

¢“Phis bureau is doing every-
thing within the scope of exist-
ing legislation in civil rights mat-
ters, and our fair and prompf
investigations have done much
to increase public respect  for
and consciousness of civil rights,”

Continuing, Hoover told Dr. Ho
ard: “You seem to have convenient-
ly forgotten the work of this Bu-
reau which was largely responsible
for the virtual elimination of lynch-
ings in the South and, also, was
mainly responsible for the breaking
up of the KKK in the Carolinas
and Georgia.

STATES FBI POSITION

“As you will recall, when the
body of Emmitt Till was found in
the Tallehatchie River in Missigsip-
pi, Aug. 31 . .. the available facts
concerning this were presented to
the Department of Justice by this
Bureau ., . .

“The Department advised that
the facts would not indicate|a
_violation of any federal sta
Accordingly this Bureau did not
conduct any further investiga-
tion in this case.

1. Boardman ¥
Mr. Belmont...——
Mr. Mason e,

/]
¥
‘l' uZ%ig,r
Mr. Mohr....
4 Mr. Parsons.. /
Mr@ Y
Me, \amm. . oo

Mr. Nease
Mr: Winterrowd..
Tele. Room.
Mr. Holloman
Miss Gendy...—-

“In the Rev. Lee case , . . the
epartment of Justice requested an
investigation ., . . Such an invps-
igation was immediately condupt-
»d by agents of this Bureau gnd

e facts as developed were stb-
mitted to the Department of Jus-
tice. In connection with the Lal
Mar Smith case the facts surround-
ing this matter were submitted to I
the Criminal Division of the De~1
partment of Justice and wegwere

advised that an investigatior] was
not to be carried out by| this
Bureau.” |

Hoover also hit at “FBI Leaks

Hint at Till Acquittal,” in w¥hich
Dr, Howard assertedly said ““‘con-

, o o
Eaawms. "8
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January 27, 1956
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| fidential information usually leaks
from the local ¥ 5L office, and wit-
nesses to Negro slaying are sub-
jected to pressures, as results.”
The FBIL chief demanded of Dr.
Howard: “If you have evidence of
such a grave dereliction of duty,
then it is your duty to call it to
the attention of responsible offici-
1SN s
He went on: “I feel compelled
to request that you submit such
evidence as you have to sustain
your irresponsible charge or that
that you issue a public retraction,

“I do not propose to permit false
charges made against this Bureau
to go unchallenged.”

HOWARD'S REPLY

In his reply, Dr. Howard said
that “As a resident of Mississippi,
I know, and I am sure FBI agents
know, that the facts in the George
_L and LalMar Smith murders are
Widely known in the communities
inf which they were murdered,

I do know that my own criti-
Ccism of the failure of justice in
these caseg is a reflection of the
feelings of the many thousands of
persons to whom I have spoken
and with whom I have talked in the
past few months. They are as dis-
mayed as I am that murders can
be committed in the United States
and that murderers can escape in-
dictment, as in the George Lee and
LaMar Smith case, or win agquittal
as in the Emmett Till case, when,
as in all of these cases, the facts
about the cases are so well known
to law enforcement authorities,
federal as well as state.

“As I understand ., . your Bureau
'is required only to make investiga-
tions at the request of the Depart-
ment of Justice, After yo u have
made these investigations .. . you
lay the facts before the Depart-
ment of Justie, After you have
mines whether or not prosecution
will be undertaken or further in-
vestigations will be made. It seems

reasonable to suppose_that the De-
partment of Justice must depend,
for a final judgement as to whether
or not prosecution will be under-
taken, on the facts as reported by
your Bureau. You say that such
jnvestigations were made in the
George Lee case, I do not kmnow,
of course, the extent of your in-
vestigation . . . What I do know
ig that a Negro citizen who sought
to vote and murdered and that
both State and Federal Govern-
ments have declined to take any
action, I do not know upon what
grounds the Department of Justice
declined jurisdictions. I do know
that I sent a telegram to the De-
partment of Justice asking for a
conference on these matters and
received an answer some four
weeks later stating that such a
conference would be arranged, No

| date was set for thaty proposed

meeting.

“The fact remains thaj the FBI
cannot seem to solve a crime where
a Negro is murdered b¥ a white
man in Mississippi. Of course, I
do not know the extent or charac-
ter of the Bureau's investigation
in the Till case. I do not know
whether your investigation was
made available to Mississippi law
enforcement authorities. It is plain
now in the light of the J, W, Milam
confession in the Till case that
the facts in that case lay close to
the surface.

“You say that I have con-
veniently forgotten the work of
this Bureau . . , was largely re-
sponsible for the virtual elimina-
tion of lynching in the South
and, also, was mainly responsi-
ble for the breaking up of the
K, K. K. in the Carolinas and
Georgia. Frankly, there is a
wide difference of opinion be-
tween us on that score. You are
as entitled to your opinion ., .
as I am to mine that lynching

(Continue@m on page 12)

|

I

was _alimijpnated and the KKK
brosen up by persiscent aciion by
the Naacp and by an aroused
puulic oimon, . . « I also under-
siand that there is mno federal
anti-lynching statute and that
prosecution of lynching, as such,
is a matter for the state. . . o o
I do not understand how the FBI
was able to take effective action
to virtually eliminate lynching in
light of your statement that the
Department of Justice can act
only whes federal statutes have
been violated. If the federal
government was able to act in
the area of lynching, in the ab-
ssene of a federal anti-lynching
statute, is it possible to undertalke
similar action in cases such as
he George Lee, LaMar Smith
nd Emmett Till cases in light

f a similar claimed lack of ap-

licable Federel statutes?

“T did charge . .. that there had
avparently been a leak of FBI in-
vestigations in Mississippi. The
complainants live in Mississippi and
I believe that you will agree with
me that any complainants in that
state risks his personal safety when
he makes charges that run counter
to public opinion in that state . . .
Under separate cover I am sending
you a statement of the facts in that
case.

“I reject the charge that I have
made false and irresponsible char-
ges. I have exercised my right as
American citizen to criticise
gbvernmental functions. 1 shall con-
tihue to exercise that right, . . .
Ihregret that this controversy has
arisen since it tends to obscure the
fact that the real issue . .. is not
our differences as to FBI action,
or inaction, but the fact that Ameri-
can citizens are being wantonly
murdered in Mississippi and that
their murderers are going unpun-
ished. Since your letter to me was
in the nature of an open statement
to the newspapers I regret Very
much that you did not see fit to
include in it a condemnation of
these murders. Your condemnation
might do much to halt this wave
of violence.” f———=
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Good For Mr. Hoover

EDGAR HOOVER blew the
J o whistle last week on some of
the most vehement anti-South dia-
tribes that have been circulated yet.
He did not only the South, but the
cause of justice, a good turn by his
criticism of Dr. T. R. M. Howard.

Dr. Howard made the error of
blaming the hard-working FBI agents

for lzck of action on several crimes
which had aspects of racial unrest;
he even suggested that the FBI agents
were betraying Negro informers. Mr.

W ot
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Hoover demanded evidence that any
of these charges were true and
blasted Dr. Howard's looseness with
the truth.

There have been terrible crimes
and injustices within the past year

which should make us all thoughtful,

but wild attacks on the federal agents
who do their very best within the
limitations of law and authority is

not going to bring about a solution
to our tragic and delicate problem.
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{ Mr. Hoiloman __ |
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FBI Action in Case 4
Criticized by Negr
Lincoln ()—A Negro phys

ian from Mississippi repeate

| here Wednesday night his criti-

|cism of the Federal Bureau of

| Investigation for not “bringing
to justice” the killers of Em-
mett Till and of other Negroes

in tha;:r. S:Ete. g : Vd

Dr. M. ‘charge
that “although ?lﬁ%m cogu]d
|piece together a crashed air-
plane and prosecute” the |
agency “seems unable to bring |
| a killer to justice in Mississippi |
or the South when a Negro has
| been killed by a member of the

therirace s .
Dr. Howard was featured|

peaker at the annual meeting

f the Malone Community|
enter here Wednesday night, 4 7,

] HOT RECCOCRDEDR
126 FEB S 856
Evening World-Herald
Omaha, Nebraska
January 26, 1956

p—— T T

2QFER 2 1aRR

b ": | S S “.-‘ Ll',’h \',')



South’s

/
.

i
!

| Three recent racial slayings in
Mississippi-gaid Negro leader Dr.
T. R, M Howard, are part of a

“Widespread conspiracy to keep ra-
cial segregation and discrimination
in the South.

Dr. Howard, soft-spoken 47-year-
old president of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council :
of Negrao
 Leadership,was
in Lincoln Wed-

esday to ad-
dress the an-
nual dinner of
the Malone
Communit y
Center, ,

1(The
ern
acy," g 8
“4s an organ- Dr. Howard
ized effort backed by the White
Citizen’s Council, a group of 75,000
white males dedicated to maintain
segregation at any and all costs.”

: “Because of intimidation by this
wealthy, determined organization,
less than 19,000 of the more than
986,000 Negroes in the state are
qualified voters, and of 82 counties
in Mississippi, Negroes are allowed
to vote only in 22’ said Howard—
surgeon-in-chief and medical di-
rector of the Friendship Clinic and
Hospital at Mound Bayou, Miss.

‘Infimidation by Terrorism’

America, he said, is “a chain
of 36 steel links and 12 cotton
links, an. the weakest of these is
Mississippi. She has reacted most
violently to the May 17 order of
the Supreme Court to end segre-
gation.”

r. Howard said Mississippi has
stited she will never comply with
the order “‘but unless she secedes a
second time, segregation will even-
tublly end although the state plans
to circumvent the Supreme Court
decision as long as possible.”

Dr. Howard terms three 1955 Ne-
gro slayings in Mississippi — those
of 14-year-old Emmett Till, the
Rev. George W. Lee and LaMar
Smith — “methods of intimidation
by terrorism to counter the Su-
preme Court decision but which
have aroused the nation.”

*The Rev. Lee was shob simply
because he wanted to vote,” he
said. “He hadn’t been able to vote
for 51 years but lost two sons on
the battlefield. We can’t spill our
blood for something we can’t even

ote for in Missmssppre

s() he

South-
conspir-
he said,

/. Part of Conspiracy’
" Colored Leader Says Organized
. Fight for Segregation to Blame

3 (particularly -

ro Killfﬁgs

aroused at the Mississippi situation
because, “although segregation fol-
lows the same pattern wherever
you find it, the reaction has been
more violent in Mississippi and
the other 11 Southern states are \
standing by to watch that state’s
lead.

In reply to a recent accusation
by FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover that
Howard made “false and irre.
sponsible” charges against the
FBI's handling of racial killinfs
in Mississippi, he said it is a ‘“fat
that American citizens are beifg
wantonly mutdered in Mississipbi
and that their murderers are going
unpunished.”

Lif~ Threatened

He says he has received count-
less threats on his life and a cross
was burned at his home in Mound =
Bayou, Miss.

Dr. Howard says, however, he
will continue his campaign because
“fthe things that give me the cour-
age and faith to fight on in a state
like Mississippi, is first, my funda-
mental belief in religion . . . and
secondly, my undying faith in the
American concept of democracy
—something that we must make
work in this generation.”

“Improvement of Nego-white re-
lations can’f be solved entirely i
legislative halls,” he said, “It r¢-
quires an educational program
which our churches have fall
far behind. The average church-
goer has no conception of the broth-
erhood of man.”

NCOLN JOURNAL: Newspapor:
Lincoln, Nebraska 1-26-56
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“Adam Lapin: Tie-FBI and lynchil s

Miss Gandy._
SAN FRANCISCO —_

In 1947 the President's Com-
mittee on Civil Rights explain-
ed why the Justice Department
Civil Rights Section had been
inadequate and ineffective. /)

This official committee said
in its report to former Presi- \ ) i
dent Truman that one of the ﬁ
reasons for the section’s failure ; s ¥
to protect the rights of the Ne-
gro pecple was its “dependence
upon the FBI for its investiga-

ve work,”
| It then went on to explain
l!mt the FBI's record in the
civil rights field was far from
distinguished. (5 it i
J. FYWIAP pronviEnr
WhOIesale terror v.. nothing to boaum

I mention this in connection ‘

with J. Edgar Hoover's angry
retort to the statement by Dr.
T'R. M. Howard of Mound
Bayou, Miss.,, on the FBI rec-
o d in three recent Mississippi
nurders,

“We must find out why
Southern investigators of the
FBI can't seem to solve a
crime where a Negro is in-
volved,” Dr. Howard said.

Hoover branded Dr. Howard's
statement as ‘false and irre-
sSponsible,"” and added;

“You seem to have conven-
ently forgotten the work d{f
his bureau which was largely
lesponsible for the virtual elin|-
ination of lynchings in e
South."”

Now, of course, lynchings
have not been virtually elimin-
ated in the South. There were
three lynchings in Mississippi . ,
lJast year—and those who were (P e L2 o
guilty gre still unpunished. ' NOT REC

Moreover, there are innumer- a e 1956
able instances of brutality and 138 FEb 20U 1956
Violence against the Negro peo-
ple th=asahaut the South both . _ 3
byspelee=vificials and—swiental o FereE— S——

citizens.
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48 .vears of failure
Mhe is certainly mo ¢ B
boasting about the

f any :
fa civil rights in the

state of

South. Still less is there any't—=—=—

¢ e for J. REdgar Hoover's
boasting about the FBI record.

The FEI has not only failed
in the case of Emmett Till and
the other recent Mississippi

| lynchings, Tts failure goes back
a long way. In fact, the FBI
has not in all the 48 years .of
| its ex nce, won the convic-
tion of a single lyncher.

The 1647 veport by the
President’'s committee, headed
by Charles BE. Wilson of Gen-
eral Electric, was extremely
gentle with the FBI—but the
fact of FBI failure emerged

c]eau-ly from its comments.

It noted “the remarkably
successful record of the FBI in
the general field of law en-
forcement.” It also said “t.hgre
are ‘many cases where a high
cal ber investigative work” has
becn done by the FBE in the
civil rights field.

“However,” the report add-
d, ‘“there are also indications
hat upon occasion investiga-
tions; in this verv difficult and
highly specializea area haven't|
measured up to the bureau’s
high standard in the handling
of other types of cases.”

The President’s Committee
Pointed out that FBI ‘4
gations have not always been
as full as the needs of the sit-
uation would warrant.”
= Moreover, itmd,
tendency of PRI agents
Wwork in close cooperation wit
eocul police officers has some
imes been detrimental to the]
handling of civi i

This point deserves
5is — because off
marshalled by the coOmmittee
that police officials are them-
selves a Principal source of an-
ti-Negro violence and because
of the record of local
ficiais &1 the Mississi
imra_tﬁo—up between the FRY

-l- ocal police js hardly life-

ly.to Jcad to arrests and pgp.
”victions of lynchers, ™ ==,

A ‘prime reason for FRI fail.
ure not cited in the report ig
the profound anti-Negro prej-
udice' which permeates the pu-
reau from the top down, Thisg
is documented in Max . Lowen-
thal’s authoritative book, “The
Federal Bupeau of Investipa-
tion.” It is shown in the fact
that innumerable FBI reports
have condemned government
employes as subversive because
they associate with Negroes,

In any case, the record of the
FBI in the ecivil rights field iy

One of almost unbroken failura,

If J. Edgard Hoover doesn't
words,
in
was convicted

like Dr. Howard's sharp
let him cite a single case
Which a lyncher
il FBI evidence. :
Il Better still, let him answe
oward by, bringing the Mis
8sipi lynchers to justice,

In the absence of any antion
by the FBI,-it is Hoover jan
not Dr. Howard who stand
canvicted of ‘false and drre
Sponsible’” statements, i
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of “false

charges, against the FBI's han-
dling|of several Mississippi racial

killings.

In a letter to D1
Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss.,
president of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council of Negro Leader-
Hoover said:

“I do not propose to permit
false charges mAde against this
bureau to go unchallenged.”

Reached in Los Angeles, Dr.
Howard told the Memphis Com-
mercial-Appeal he would have a
full statement later on Mr, Hoo-
ver's demand that he submit
evidence on his charges or pub-
licly retract them.

Mr. Hoover

ship. Mr.

sented Dr.
statement,

particularly re-
Howard’s publicized
in regard to three
recent slayings, that:

“We must find out why South-

ief Hifs
Negro Charges

MEMPHIS, Jan. 19 (#)—FBI|
Director J. Edgar Hoover yes-|
terday accused a Negro leader

irresponsible”

T, R. M

ern investigators of the FBI|

can’t seem to solve a crime where!
a Negro is involved.” !

My, Hoover said a full and im-!

partial investigation was made!
in every case, at the direction of
the Department of Justice, and
the department decided -civil
rights were not involved,

“You seem to have conveni-
ently forgotten the work of this
which was largely re-
sponsible for the virtual elimina-
tion of lynchings in the South
and also was mainly responsible
for the breaking up of the Ku
Klux Klan in the Carolinas and
Georgia,” Mr. Hoover said,

Dr. Howard is president of the
Medical

bureau,

National

1

Association.

He heads Friendship Clinic in
Mound Bayou, the Nation’s only:

all-Negro town,

located in the

Mississi Delta about‘. 70 miles
ﬁg I e
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Howard Lauds |
lke's Statement

MOUND BAYOU, Miss—*In
vlew of America’s leadership

rple in the world today. the

e commendas
tion which
President
E i s en hower
made in his
State of the
1o Congress
Union Mes-
sage to Con-
gress appears
to be the only
forthright

-method® in
hic h the
astardly ter-
or, murder,

twelve months. It will bring
‘welcome relief and hope to®
fevery true believer,
{ American cong:ep;
racy.”——I)R._E_.=l§_.=,
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c
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Dr. Howard

nd economic reprlsals which
Are being carried against Ne-
groes in Mississippi could be
met. His message is the bright-
est star that has appeared on
the horizon during the past

16.2.

(ﬁemac-

HOWARD.
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{ On the
-~ Way

by Abner W. Berry

PRESIDENTS c¢ome and
Presidents go but . Edgn Hooy-
Cr seems as limeless asy a yiver
And over the vears there L he-
come altached 1o the FBI. which
I'ooy er heads, an anra ol wlam-
vur subfased with an extry special
ln";uul ol super-patviotisin. Houow -
ers bright vouug wen. intelli-
gent, scientilic and. capable ol
madelling  Arvow  collars
other  appurtenances
crew-cutness o2 model. have
just about tuarned inly secnlar
saints by radio and television.
I'hey have practiced the arl ol
stool pigeonary to spv on the
most private thoughits of citizens.
They have exposed the “Commm-
nist  danger.”  {he
“razor blade” at
throat, and braved the mental
lantasies of JHeibert Philbvick,
Johu Lantuer and Mat Guetic on
the silher  saeen.  Kidnapers,
Brinks’ robbers and “public ene-
mies” ol all soits of numbers—
from Number Oue up -have heen
as sitling ducks to these masters
of criminology.

and
requiring

subversive
the nation’s

AND' then came Mississippi,
which bhas all but proven itsell
to be the undoing of these lederil
watchdogs of om inteinal peace
and secunity. Murderers who lim-
ited’ their practice to Negroes
1iave not been found. Those who
were found, as in the case ol the
killing of Lamar Smith of Brook-
haven, Miss., have heen lveed he-
cause Lhe prosecntion. ¢ould find
no \\‘rﬁe\suﬂ;. And in the case of
Enmmet®lonis Till, the 14-vear-
old Chicage boy, the killers were
{reed becanse the jury supported
Cov. Tingh While's contentivn
Till's body was not that of Till.

This Is Your
J. Edgar Hoover

All of this Tappened while the
{ tederal guardizus ol one liberties
fatood by as leashed and moted
‘\|w=1-‘.:|lur-. The populice wanted

to know why.

The |‘r'n|\|r demanded answers
from UL S, Attomey General Her-
bhert Brownell and rom FBI ¢lhief
. Edgar Hoover. These gentle-
men, what vadio,
sereen and television had told us,
displayed @ paicity ol concern
lor litherty and justice and hid be-
Nind inadeguacies of the law.

And then came Look maga-
zine with a vecitation ol details
ol the Tl Kiduap and muorder
which raised other gunestions. 1f
William Bradlord Muie, a mere
jovnaldist, conld come up with
siuch answers leading to a solu-
tion of the Till muder, why
conld not the FBI Lave done so
in time o uphold justice?

This was too much for Tler-
bert  Brownell and J. Edgar
Moover. The nasty insinnations
and oulright charges of negli-
gence apainst the FBI's activily
in Mississippi would have to
cease.  Brownell and  Hoover
couldn’t lecture such collective
entitics who had criticized them
as the AFL-CIO and its 30,000.-
000 members. Nor the NAACP,
the college frat®nities, the
Americans for Democratic Action
and the thousands of ordinary
Americans who have written and
wired for Department of Justice
action. Bul they found what was

2 considered a vulnerable target—
the Mississippi Negro leader, Dr.

T. R. M. Howard. But once the
target was chosen there had to
he chosen a time und' a place for
the attack—Memphis, (he Delta
Cotlon Metropolis, one week

contrary o

|

]
|

Fafter the appearance of the | ook
article.

For a L enlonee ettt |

1 ot
who stomached thnee wesiined
nmrders and mass Uneats to g

e s
million U, 8. eitizens. Hoove §

"an;:nu;_-,v protesting i Flow-

ard’y L‘:::ll'“(‘ ol R indilthevene e
was a high mal of peversi,
Iis name calline letter 1o Dy,
Howard, made poblic thiongh
the FBI ollice in Meniphis,
sought not onlv o vindicate lis
southern agents, especiadly (e
who function in the Dell counn-
tryv. hat to assure the wlite
i])i'('lll;u'."\k concerning then R,
*
THE Floover letter s beon

roundly applanded in the vaeic

M=

press. The Jackson (Miss) Daily
News, which answered the -
cosation by a northenn A e

[ that it was racist with “"We ey
Cave” (Jan, 9, TO56), clapped s

\
|
!

|
|

f
:

editorial hands for Hoove s skl
tack as follows:

“FBI director J. Edgar ooy -
er surely put Mississippi's radical
Negro agilator. Dr. 1. R. M.
Howard, in his proper place
when he dencunced him for
making  slanderous
against the FBL.”

We can expecl that  NMissis-
sippi's Sen. James O, Fastland,
the man whose thivst Tor justice
cansed him to use his ollice 1o
Lelp justily the murder of 1l
will show his approval tor Hoov-
er’s action by imserting the s
chieF's letter into the Congres-
sional Recoid. And (e racist
Federation  for Constitution.:|
CGovernment, which includes ilie
terrorists in the White Citizens
Councils mayv give Hoover an
honoriry membersliip for Lis ac-
tron.

But what aboutl the ability of
the FBI to track down crimisials
involved in the mwder ol Ne-
groes in. Mississippi? Dr. Fow-
ard, because the [acls and e
people are with him, will w0
doubt have the last wesed on this.
His simple answer to Iloover
was: “The fact remains that e
FBI canmot seem Lo solve @ crime
where a Negro is mindered by a
white man in MissiSsinpi.”

And Lhe question Tesguinsg
Why?

stalments

7
DOdra &
Niechels=t
Re 0 .:.'
arbo
O
Parso
» 7
™
ose
a
00
errowd
-
e 00 "
olloma ’;1
W2
and .l
[
O
Po and
- eIraild
d
erald
b a
Q
orke
orke
eaae
7
&



FROM s

L il M. Mason.

e 4 |1)~ | Mr. I‘-i’":hlnﬁ_g_

. { Mr. Parsongg”

: Mr. Rnsen_‘]

I Mr. Tamm._ .

f Mr. Nease.

“Mr. Winterrqwd_
a Tele. Room.

Mr, Holloma

Miss Gandy.

Dr. Howard Sticks To Charges|
In Tiff With FBI's Hoover

LOS ANGELES — (ANP) - De-
Spite a protest from FBI Director J,
Edgur Hoover, Dr. T, R. M, How-
ard said he is sticking to his charg-
es that the FBI has been lax in
solving Mississippi raeial killings.

“It s strange that Mr. Hoover, in-
stead of assuring the terrorized Ne-
groes in Dixie that they can receive
protection and can get justice, he
prefers to make personal attack at
me which seems to .be politically in-
spired,” Dr. Howard said during an
interview,

Hoover in a letter released Wed-
nesday by the FBI office at Mcem-
phis, accused the Mound Bayou,
Miss., physician of “false and irre-
Sponsible” statements against the
EBI and dema.pded that “he prove
or retract them!

The FBI director particularly re-

sented Dr. Howard's public. stAte- |

ment, in regard o the recent slaying
of three Negroes in Mississippi, that:

“We must find out why southern
Investigators of the FRI can't seem
to solve a crime where a Negro is
involved."

Hoover denied the charge and said
that his agents holg “ful) and im-

artial investigations” in every case,
at the direction of the Department
of Judice, and found that no~e

THE MEMPHIS WORLD
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

JANUARY 2L, 1956

rights violations were Involved,
Dr, Howard, president of the Mis-
sissippl Regional Gouncil of Negro
Lieadership, insisted that FBI agents
in Mississippi are from that state
and naturally are partial to whites,
He declared:
“I will stand on the national capi-
tol and tell Hoover that we don’t
feel that to teke a man who hag
| been brought up in an environment
guch as we have in Mississippi and
give him a few weeks or Years of
training is going to change the in-
dfvidual into a faip Impantial inves-
tigator where the two Taces are in-
volved.” \
Dr. Howard said he has often
Praised the FBI as the “greatest
crime detecting force on earth.”
“But I have not felt that all that
the/|government can do has fen
In the recent mase killings find
ldations of Negro" vote at
thel polls in Mississippi,” he a ed.
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Dr. Howard Hit

By FBI Blast!

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — (INS) — J. Edgar Hoover de-
manded last night in a letter to a Negro leader that he
prove or retract statements that the FBI has been lax in
solving Negro slayings in the South.

In the letter released by
called the charges of Dr. T. R.
Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss.,
“irresponsible and false.”

The FBI chief named Howard
as declaring that confidential in-
formation is ‘‘leaked’ from FBI
offices, resulting in “pressures”
on witnesses in Negro slaying
cases.

Another statement attributed to
Dr. Howard was that “we must
find out why southern investiga-
tors can’t seem to solve a crime

a crime where a Negro is in-
volved.”

DENIES BOTH CHARGES
Hoover denied both charges and
declared that the FBI has held
preliminary inquiries into two re-
cent Negro deaths and conducted
a full investigation into a third.
Hoover said an inquiry into the
alleged kidnap-murder of 14-year-
old Emmett Till of Chicago near
Money, Miss., last August, showed
that “the facts did not indicate

a violation of any federal statute.”
In the shooting of Lamar Smith
at Brookhaven, Miss.. Aug. 18,
Hoover stated the Justice Depart-
ment, acting on facts developed
|at a preliminary inquiry, advised
{no investigation should be *con-
| ducted.

The FBI head said a full inves-
(tigation was conducted into the
| ambush slaying of Rev. George
'Lee at Belzoni, Miss.,, May 1, |
1955, and facts as developed were
submitted to the Justice Depart-|
ment.

Contacted in Los Angeles, Dr.
Howard told the Defender in a|
telephone interview that he had
not received the FBI’s letter, How-
ever, he said he refused to recant
any of the things he hads aid about
the FBI and added:

“It is strange that Mr., Hoover
instead of assuring the terrorized
Negroes in Dixie thatt hey can re-
ceive protection and can get jus-
tice, he prefers to make personal
attack at me which seems to be
politically inspired.”

Hoover has denied that any of
the killings in Mississippi which
Dr. Howard accused the FBI of
failing to probe, were federal
cases and saidt hat they had been

the FBI office here, Hoover

e e e e,

timidated at the polls which ger-
tainly a federal violation.

He said that to clear itself in
the state, one FBI agent in Mis-
sissippi tried to get a Negro to
sign an affidavit that the FBI in
Mississippi was fair in its dealings
in cases where Negroes and whites
were involved.

Dr. Howard has charged that
FBI agents in Mississippi a r e
from that state and naturally are
partial to whites. He declared:

“] will stand on the national
capitol and tell Hoover that we
don’t feel thatt o také a man who
has been brought up in an en-
vi ronment such as we have in
Mississippi and give him a few
weeks of years of training is go-
ing to change the individual into
a fair and impartial investigator
where the two races are involved.”

“In each of my references to the
FBI, I have praised the organiza-
tion as being the greatest crime
detecting force on earth, But I
have not felt that all that the gov-
ernment can do has been done in
the recent mass Kkillings and inti-
midates of Negro voters at the
polls in Mississippi. —

O
/5

“It might be of interest to Hoov- |
er to know that millions of Ameri-

cang join me in this ieling.
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investigated o gscertain that_ fact. | p
owever, Dr. Howard said he . L
e Hoover specific examplass
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TOUS ANGELES, Jam 22—
or. Theodore R. M. Howard,
Negro leader from Mississippi,
today repea‘ed his charge that
“the FBI cannot seem to solve
& crime where a Negro is mur-
dered by a white man in Mis-
Sissippi.”’

]npxlm open letter to J. Edgar
Hoover, Dr., Howard answered
the FBI chief's allegations that
the Negro physician had made
“false and irresponsible' stat‘e-
ments in pointing to FBI fail-
ure to’ solve recent lynchings
in Mississippi.

Text of the letter:

Dear Sir:
On Jan. 18, 1956, T was called
by The Memphis Commercial

Appeal, and asked if T had any
comment on a letter from you
to me which you had released
to them., Subsequently, and on
the same day, I received simi-
lar ecalls from other newspa-
PErs and press associations.
¥our letter to me reached my
N'ound Bayou, Miss.,, home at
3 a.m. on Jan. 19, 1956, a full

£ hours after my first call
from the newspapers. Since I
had not received your letter
when I was queried by these
newspapers, I was unable to
make a complete reply.

I can only presume that you
released the lefterypeior to the
tithme itit ceould Ppasisibly .have
"teaehéd me. add AL Yeuuiwe g-‘
ed the whole matter to beconfe
&n issue in the ares of publfe
controversy. I shall, therefore,
follow your example and re-
lease this letter to the newspa-
pers.

The crux of your complaint,
as I gather it, ig that T have
“made false and irresponsible
charges” against the FBI in
Connection with the murders of
George W. Lee, Lamar Smith
and Emmett Till, all of Whom
were killed in Mississippi dur-
ing 1955, !

I am sure that you will un-
derstand that these murders,
al of which haye gone unpun-
ist have—excited genuine
concern on the Part BT TMmMMitons

of mencaus. That poncern Hay
-

been heighteneg by=—tia_ fact
that J. W. Milam ang Roy Bry-
ant explained ip last week's
Look magazine that they did
kill Emmett i, Since that
confession there has besen ng
move to take any further pro-
ceedings against them, either
by state or federal authoritiss,
So far as I know. AS a resident
of Mississippi, know, and T
am sure that FRr agents knowr
that the facts in the George
* Lee and Lamar Smith murders
‘are widely known in the com-
munity in which they wers |
ll'uurdered.

|'T am a layman, not a law-
_\&Ier. I don't pretend to know

the intracacies of the law. I
do know that my own criti-
cism of the failure of justice
in these cases is a reflection
of the feelings of the many
thousands of persemns to whom
1 have spoken and with whom
I have talked in the past few
months. They are as dismayed
8s I am that murders can be
committed in the United States
and that murderers can escapa
indictment, as in the Grorge

Lee and Lamar Smith cases,
Or win acquital as in the ®m-
mett Till case, when, as in. ail

ce=fQoutinued on Paga—g).



S oward's rep

(Continwed jrom Page 1)
of these cases, the facts about
Lhe are so well kngwn
to law enforcement authorities,
lecieral as avell as state.

As I understand your con-
cept of the law in these mats
ters, your bureau is required
only to make investigations at
the request of the Department
of Justice. After you have
made these investigations; upon
request, you lay the facts be-

Cases

fore the Department of Jus-
tice which determines whether
Cr not prosecution wil be un-

dertaken or further investiga-
tions will be made.
®

It seems reasonable to sup-
that the Department of
Justice must depend, for a
inal judgment as to whether
DI not prosecution will be un-%
dertaken, on

pose

the facts as re-
ported by your bureaun. You
say that such investigations
were made in the George Lee

case. T do not know, of course,
the extent of your investiga-
tioh. I do not know whether
or not you determined that
this were merely a murder
case, falling within the prov-
ince of the state of Mississip-
pl or whether you determined
it was part of a .widespread
conspiracy reaching across
state lines that might have
brought them within the pur-
view of federal-civil-rights stat-
utes.

What I do know is that a
Negro citizen who sought to
vote was murdered and that
both state and federal gowern-
‘ments have declined to take
iny action. I do not know
1pon what grounds the De-
artment of Justice declined
jurisdiction. T do know that
I sent a telegram to the De-
partment of Justice asking for
a conference on these matters
and received an answer
four weeks later stating
such a3 conference would
arranged\s. No date was set for
that proposed meeting.

It was against that back-
ground that I voiced my ecriti-
cism of federal inaction in my
Baltimore speech. The quota-
tign atiributed to me by The

come

“be .

RBaltimore Morning Sun is not
entirely accurate. In substance
I said on that oceasion that
swe must find out why the FBI
cannot seem to dolve a crime
where a Negro is murdered by
a white man in Mississippi.”
Whether the reason for that
failure lies in inadequacy of
federal statures, or restrictive
interpretation of such statutes
by the Department of Justice or
the failure of FBI investiga-
tive machinery, the fact re-
mains that ‘the FBI cannot
seem to solve a crime where a
Negro is murdered by a white
man in Mississippi.”

Of course, I do not know the
extent or character of the Bu-
reau's investigation in the Till
case. I do not know whéther
your investigation . was made
available to Mississippi law en-
forcement authorities. It is
plain now in the light of the
J. W. Milam confession in the
Till case that the facts in that
case lay close to the surface. I
have the impression that in
many instances the FBI has
conducted investigations and
found facts which were then
given to state authorities for
prosecution of the wrongdoers,

®

You say that I have ‘con-
veniently forgotten the work of
this bureau . .. was largely re-
sponsible for the virtual elim-
ination of Ilynching in the
South, and also, was mainly re-
sponsible for the breaking up
of the K.K.K in the Carolinas
and Georgia.” Frankly, there is
a wide difference of opinion be-
twen us on that score. You are
as entitled to your opinion that
the FBI deserves credit on both
these scores as I am to mine
that lynching was eliminated
and the K.K.K. broken up by
persistent action by the
NAACP and by an aroused
public opinion. 2

I cannot recall a prosecution
of lynching, as such, by the fed-
eral government and I suppose
that such prosecution would be
undertaken only after investi-
gation by the Bureau. I also
understand that there is no fed-
eral anti-lynching statute and

that prosecution of lynching,
as such, is a matter for the
states. In wview of that fact, I
do not understand how the FBI
was able to take effective ac-
tion to ‘“wvirtually eliminate
lynching” in light of your
statement that the Department

of Justice can act only when

federal statutes have been vio-
lated. “If the federal govern-
ment was able to act in the
area of lynching, in the ab-
sence of a federal anti-lynching
statute, is it possible to under-
take similar action in cases
such as the George Lee, Lamar
Smith and Emmett Till cases
in light of a similar claimed
lack of applicable federal
statutes ?

I did charge in my Chicago
press conference speech that
there had been a “leak’” of FEI
investigations in Mississippi.
The complainants live in Mis-
sissippi and I believe that you
will agree with me that any
complainant in that state risks
his personal safety when he
makes charges that run coun-
ter to current public opinion
in that state. Therefore, I will
not recite the specific case in
this letter, which will be re-
leased to the press. Under sep-
arate cover I am sending you
a statement of the facts in
that case, .

([ ]

I know that you will guar-
antee safety of that individ-
ual. One of the things which
I wanted to. discuss, and tried
to discuss, with the Depart-
ment—s£ _Tustice was that very
matter. Since I was never
given a definite appointment
I was unable to present it
through those channels.

In conclusion, I reject the
charge that I have made “false
and impressionable %

boast their crimes.
acubaisd Ao

cirarges.’|

ly to J. Edgar Hoover®

I have exercised my vight “as
an American citizen to criti-
cise governmental functions. I
sHall continue to exercise that
right, even when it leads to a
difference of opinion between
me and public servants. I re-
gret that this controversy has
arisen since it tends to ob-
scure the fact that the real
issue in the South, and in the
nation and the world for that
matter, is not our differences
ag to FBI action, or inaction/
but the fact that American
citizens are being wantonly
murdered in Mississippl zj.nd
that their murderers are going
unpunished.

Since your letter to me was
in the nature of an open state-
ment to the newspapers I re-
gret very much that you dl‘d
not spe‘ﬁt to include in it
a condemnation of these mur-
ders. Your condemnation might
do much to halt this wave of
violence. In any event, I shall
continue to join with the mil-
lions of other Americans and
cry out against injustice and
against that kind of adminis-
tration Of justice which per-
mits murderers to gosfree to

e
~—Dr. T.R.M. Howar
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’DR HOWARD INSISTS FBI
GHORES MURDERS IN SOUTI-I

DT AN Howard

the Mississippi Negro leader,

st ck\b“y his™charges that the FBI was indifferent “when

Negroes were “wantonly murdéred,”

Hoover made public over the
weekend. Hoover had * accused
iHoward Mound  Bayou, Miss.,
sugeon and head of the Heg:orl
Couneil of Negro Leade:slup, of
“false and irresponsible” (_h'n(i;es

Highlights of Dr. Howard's let-
ter to the FBI chief were:

® That the thousands of persons
he had spoken with “are just as
dismayed as I am that murders
can be commitied in the United
States and that murderers can es-
cape indictment, as in the (Rev.)
George Lee and Lamar Smith
cases.
Emmett Till case. ... In all these
cases, the facts are , . . wéll known

80 EEF} 6 1t
52/3 /;EC@}

‘or win acquittal as in the|

anR

in a letter to J. Edg'u'

to law enforcement authorllles,
federal as well as state.

¢ Following the murder of Rev,
Lee, Dr. Howard sought clarifica
tion of the FBI role in its solutiong
“I do know that I sent a telegram
to the Department of Justice asking
for a conference o nthese matters
and received an answer some four
weeks Jater stating that such a cone

ference would be arranged. No
date has beén sel for the proposed
meetmg

® “We must find out \why the
FBI cannot seem to solve a crime
where a '\Tcgro is murdered by a
white man in Mississippi. . . .
Whether the reason for that failure
| lies in inadequacy of federal status
tes, or of restrictive interpretation
of such statutes by the Department
{ of Justice of the failure of the FBI
’mveshgatwe machinery, the fack
, remains that the FBI cannol seem
| to solve a crime where a Negro is
murdered by a white man in Mis-
| sissippi.”

Mississippi and other southern
{papers have editorially applauded
[the action of J. Edgar Hoover in
|attacking the Negro leader. The
Jackson Daily News, the most out-
spoken for the racist White Citi-
zens Councils, last Friday gloated
editosially over the fact that Dr.
Howard was “told that lijs room
was pazferred to his comps any.”
Hoover was pictured by the bdlly
‘News as putting Dr. Howard 4n
his proper place,”

.
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LOS ANGELES, Jan. 20 (®
Negro leader Dr. T. R. M.

Howard has reiterated in reply,
to FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover:

“The fact remains that ‘the
FBI cannot seem to solve a
crime where a Negro is mui-
dered by a white man in Missis-
'Dpl.’ EE]

The president of the National
Medical Association repeated
ypsterday in a letter to the FBI

irector the sfatement which
he said he had made in a Balti-
more speech.

Hoover had accused Howard
president of the Mississippi
Regional - Council of Negro
Leadership, of “false and ir-
responsible” charges against
the FBI's handling of several
Mississippi racial killings.

oover's letter was released
by the Memphis FBI office.
Hward, who said he is visiting

(R)

Eoward Again Challeng s]
FBLin Killing of N egroes

his family here, wrote in his
reply that Hoover's letter
Teached his Mound Bayou,
Miss., home “a full 12 hours”
after his first call from news-
papers asking comment,

“I can only presume that you
released the letter prior to,the
time it could possibly have
reached me and that pyou
wanted the whole matter t4 be-
come an issue in the arel of
public controversy,” Howard
wrote.

Dr. Howard wrote that he has
talked with “many thousands of
persons” in  the past  few
months and:

“They are as dismayed as I
am that murders can he com-
mitted in the United States gnd
that murderers can escape in-
dictment, as in the George I;tee
and Lamar Smith cases, or yfin
acquittal as in the Emmett ¥ill
Case. i :
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Negro Writes Repiy
To Director Of FBI

'LOS ANGELES, Jan. 20 (#— Howard said yesterday in a leffer
| American citizens' are being wan- |0 FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover.
‘tonly murdered in Mississippi and | _In reply to a letter from Hoover,
then' murderers are going unpun- Dr. Howard also_said,
shed Negro leader Dr. ' T R M

to solve a crime where a Negro is

sksippi.”’

Hoover
, president of the Mississippi Re-

L gional Council of Negro Leader-
i Iship, of “false and irresponsible”
charges against the FBI's handling
of several racial killings in the
Southern state.

Dr. Howard repeated in the
-letter statements which he said he
made in a Baltimore speech, He
also wrote that he has talked with
“many thousands of persons” in
the past month and:

“*They are as dismayed as I am
that murders can be committed
in the United States and that mur-
derers can escape indictment, a
in the George Lee and Lema
| Sfhith cases, or win acquittal a
if the Emmett Till case, whe

»in all of these cases, the fac

out the cases are so well known

to law enforcement authorities,
federal as well as state.”

Dr. Howard wrote that Lee “who
| sought to vote, was murdered’ and
| both state and federal governments
have declined to take action. He
said he did not know on what
grounds the Department of Justice
declined jurisdiction and added:

“I do know that I sent a tele-
gram to the Department of Justica
asking for a conference on these
matters and received an answer
some four weeks later stating that
such a conference would be af-
ranged. No date was set for the
proposed meeting.”

Dr. Howard wrote that in Balti-
more he said, in substance:

“We must find out why the FBI
cannot seem to solve a crime
!where a Negro is murdered by a
I white man in Mississippi.
|  “Whether the reason for that
failure lies in inadequacy of feder-
i al statutes, or restrictive interpre-
tation of such statutes by the De-
partment of Justice or the failure
of FBI investigative machinery,

had

/S S
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the fact remains that the FBI can- |

not seem to solve a crime where

a Negro is murdered by a white |

| max-in Misgissippi.” —_—

Nt

“the fact |
remains that the FBI cannot seem |

urdered by a white man in Mis- |

accused Howard,
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HQYARD REPEAT
| CRifICISM OF FB

‘Murders Go Unpunished,’
Says Letter to Hoover

LOS ANGE Jan., 20 (®—
Amcrican citizens are being wan-
tonly murdered in Mississippi and
their murderers are going unpun-
ished. Negro leader Dr, T, R. M.
Howard said Thursday in a letter
to FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover.

In reply to a letter from Hoover,
Dr. Howard also said, “‘the fact
remains that the FBI cannot seem
to solve a crime where a Negro is
murdered by a white man in Mis-
sissippi.”

Hoover had accused Howard,
president of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council. of Negro Leader-
ship, pf ‘‘false and irresponsible”

against the FBI's handling
| fveral racial killings in the
Routl‘lem state.
{ sSays ‘Thousands Dismayed’
| Dr. Howard repeated in the
|ietter statements which he said
he made in a Baltimore speech.
He also wrote that he has talked
with “many thousands of persons'
in the past months and:

“They are as dismayed as I am
that murders can bhe committed|
in the United States and that mur-
derers can escape indictment, as
in the George Lee and Lemar|
Smith cases, or win acquittal as‘
in the Einmett Till case, when,
as in all of these cases, the facts
about the cases are so well known
to law enforcement authorities,
federal as well as state.” |

Till, 14, a Chicago Negro visitix
an uncle near Money, Miss., wils

kidnaped last Aug. 28. Two while }

men were acquitted of murdering
him. Smith was shot and killed
last Aug. 13 at Brookhaven, Miss.
Lee, a leader of the National Assn.
for the Advancement of Colored
People, was found dead last May
7 in his wrecked automobile in
Belfoni, Miss. NAACP leaders say
he lvas shot while driving.
Says US Declined to Act

Iir. Howard wrote that Lee, “‘who
|sought to vote, was murdered’” and
| hoth state and federal governments
have declined to take action. He
said he did not know on what
| zrounds the Department of Justice
|declined jurisdiction and added:

“I do know that I sent a tele-
gram to the Department of Justice
asking for a conference on these
Imatters and received an answer
some four weeks later stating that
such a conference would be ar-
ranged. No date was set for the
| proposed meeting."
| Dr. Howard wrote that in Balti-
move he saidein substance:

“\Ve must find out why the FBI|

n . IO
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tannot seem to solve a crime|

‘e a Negro is murdered by a

“Whether the reas .
failure lies in inadequa._ of feder-
al slatutes, or restrictive interpre-
tation of such statutes by the De-
partment of Justice or the failure
of FBI investigative machinery,
the fact remains that the FBI can-
not seem to solve a crime where
a Negro is murdered by a white
man in Mississippij.”

Dr. Howard said he vegrefted
‘‘that this controversy has arisen
since it tends to obscure the fact
that the real issue in the South,
and in the nation and the world for
that matter, is not our differenn.s

p man in Mississip=i
' \3~ “al

7. Nicholy-¥¥—
Mr. Boardman——
nont.—

ths; fact that American citize

b_em_g wantonly murdered in)Mis-
sissippi and that their murdrers
are going unpunished.' \
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Howard Again Challenges P i

FBLin Killing of Negroe

7l

! erime where a Negro is mur-

]

j

\|dered by a white man in Missis-

/| Director the statement which

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 20 (®|his family here, wrote in his

Negro leader Dr. T.

Howard has réiterated in reply
to FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover:
“The fact remains that ‘the
FBI cannot seem to solve a

sippi.! »”

The president of the National
Medical Association repeated
yesterday in a letter to the FBI

he said he had made in a Balti-
more speech.

Hoover had accused Howard
president of the Mississippi
Regional Council of Negro
Leadership, of “false and ir-
Tesponsible” charges against

eply that Hoover’s letter

eached his Mound Bayou,

Miss., home “a full 12 hours”
ter his first call from news-
apers asking comment.

“I can only presume that you
ireleased the letter prior to the
time it could possibly have
reached me and that you

wanted the whole matter to be-
come an issue in the area of
ublic controversy,” Howard
wrote.

Dr. Howard wrote that he has
talked with “many thousands of
persons” in the past few
months and: [ |

“They are as dismayed as I
am that murders can be com-|
mitted in the United States an

tHe ._FB.I’S handling of several|that murderers can escape in.
ssissippi racial killings, dictment, as in the George Le :
oover’s letter was released |and Lamar Smith cases, or wii| /
the Memphis FBI office. acquittal as in the Emmett Till! 4
oward, who said he is visiting | Case.
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Howard Again Challenges
FBlin Killing of Negroes

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 20 t®

cg|Negro leader Dr. T. R. M.
Howard has reiterated in reply

to FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover:
“The fact remains that ‘the
FBI cannot seem to solve a
crime where a Negro is mur-
dered by a white man in Missis-
sippi.’” )

The president of the National
Medical Association repeated
yesterday in a letter to the FBI
Director the statement which
he said he had made in a Balti-
more speech.

Hoover had accused Howard
president of the Mississippi
Regional Council of Negro
Leadership, of “false and ir-
responsible” charges against

the FBI's handling of several

Mississippi racial killings., -
Hoover’s letter was released

by the Memphis FBI office.

Howard, who said he is visiting

his family here, wrote in his
reply that Hoover's . letter
reached his Mound Bayou,
Miss., home “a full 12 hours”
after his first call from news-
papers asking comment,

“I can only presume that you
released the letter prior to the
time it .could possibly have
reached me and that you
wanted the whole matter to be-
come an issue in the area of
public controversy,” Howard
wrote.

Dr. Howard wrote that he has
talked with “many thousands of
persons” in the past few
months and:

“They are as dismayed as T
am that murders can be com-|
mitted in the United States and |
that murderers can escape in-
dictment, as in the George Lee
and Lamar Smith cases, or win
acquittal as in the Emmett Till
Case. g
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HOWARD REPEATS
CRITICISM OF Fbl

'Murders Go Unpunished,’
Says Letter to Hoover

LOS ANGELES, Jan, 20 (P—
American citizens are being wan-
tonly murdered in Mississippi and
their murderers are going unpun-
ished, Negro leader Dr. T.R. M.

@ Howard_said Thursday in a letter

to FBl Chief J, Edgar Hoover.

In reply to a letter from Hoover,
Dr. Howard also said, ‘‘the fact
remains that the FBI cannot seem
to solve a crime where a Negro is
murdered by a white man in Mis-
sissippi.” !

Hoover had accused Howard,
president of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council of Negro Leader-
shjp, of ‘‘false and irresponsible’
chhrges against the FBI's handling
off several racial killings in the
Squthern state.

Says “Thousands Dismayed’

Dr. Howard repeated in the
letter statements which he said
he made in a Baltimore speech.
He also wrole that he has talked
with “many thousands of persons'’
in the past months and: A

“They are as dismayed as I am
that murders can be committed
in the United States and that mur-
‘derers can escape indictment, as
in the George Lee and Lemar
Smith cases, or win acquittal as
in the Emmett Till case, when,
las in all of these cases, the facts
about the cases are so well known
to law enforcement authot ities, !
federal as well as state.”

Till, 14, a Chicago Negro visiting
lan uncle near Money, Miss., was
kidnaped last Aug..28. Two white
men were acquitted of murdering
him. Smith was shot and killed
Jast Aug. 13 at Brookhaven, Miss.
Lee, 2 leader of the National As

Says US Decline Anf

| mer—=soward wrote that Les:='who
sought to vote, was murdered’”’ and
both state and federal governments
thave declined to take action. He
!said he did not know on what
grounds the Department of Justice
declined jurisdiction and added:

“I do know that I sent a tele-
gram te the Department of Justice
asking for a conference on these
matters and received an answer
some four weeks later stating that
such a conference would be ar-
ranged. No date was set for the
proposed meeting.”

Dr. Howard wrote that in Balti-
more he said, in substance: |

‘‘We must find out why the FBI
cgnnot seem to solve a crijpe

ere a Negro is murdered byl a

ite man in Mississippi.

“Whether the reason for that
failure lies in inadequacy of feder-
al statutes, or restrictive interpre-
tation of such statutes by the De-
partment of Justice or the failure
of . FBI investigative machinery,
the fact remains that the FBI can-
not seem fo solve a crime whete
a Negro is murdered by a white
man in Mississippi.”

Dr. Howard said he regretted
“that this controversy has arisen
since it tends to obscure the fact
that the real issue in the South,
‘and in the nation an® the world for
\that matter, is not our differences
‘ap to FBI action or inaction put
tile fact that American citizens hre
[b ing wantonly. murdered in Mis-
sissippi and that their murderbrs
are going unpunished.”
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| Criticized in MISSJSSlppl i’
laxity and inefficiency, the
has been severely condemned
for its investigation of a]lege
violations in the workings of
County jury selection syste
‘latter case, reliable sources
the FBI report on the
public, .it will be that the inve
found no evidence to support the
In each case, the FBI was
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At FBI Chief L g

LOS ANGELES (P—Negro lead-
er Dr. T. R. M. Howard reiterated
Friday in reply to ¥BI Chief J.
Edgar Hoover: “The fact remains
that :the FBI cannot seem to solve
a crime where a Negro is mur-
dered by a white man in Mis-
sissippi.” "’

The president of the National
Medical Association repeated in a
letter to the FBI director the
statement which he said he had
made in a Baltimore speech. |

Lefter Released

Hoover, in a letter Thursday to N | ) CITY TIMES
Dr. Howard accused Howard, LA LTk
president of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council of Negro Leader- TATER* A -oafi-EL
ship, of ‘‘false and irresponsible” BlE oTDEAl ETHT |
charges against the FBI's handling. i '..‘-;; iz A -DIT10

of several Mississippi racial kill-
ings.

Hoover's letter was released by
the Memphis/ FBI}joffice. Howard,
who said he is visjting his family
here, wrote in |§is reply that|
Hoover’s letter regphed his Mound |
Bayou, Miss., home “‘a full 12|
hours” after his first call from
newspapers asking comment. [J e =

Dr. Howard wrote that he has G RO =

talked with “many thousands of Wea! e 956
persons” in the past few months 126 FEB 1V 3
and:
‘Murderers Escape’
#They are as dismayed as I am Heamsdt e -

that murders can be committed
in the United States and that
murderers can escape indictment,
as in the George Lee and Lamar
Smith cases, or win acquiftal as
in the Emmett Till case, when, as
in all of these cases, the facts
about the cases are so well known
to Jaw enforcement authorities,
federal as well as state.” :
Ti|, a 14-year-old Chicag‘ Negro
visitipg an unecle near |
Miss), was kidnaped Augilst 28.
¢ white men were acqu”.l
mVcdering him. Smith wa
down last August 13 in tre
haven, Miss., town square.
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Negro Leader Repeats Sla

At FBI on Mississi

. LOS ANGELES, Jan. 20.
((AP) — American citizens
are being wantonly mur-
dered in Mississippi and
their murderers are going
| unpunished, a negro leader,
| Dr. T. R. M. Howard, said
yesterday in a letter to FBI
Chief J. Edgar Hoover.
In rveply to a letter from
Hoover, Howard also sald:
“The fact remains that the
FBI cannot seem to solve a
erime where a negro is
murdered by s white man in
Mississippl.” |
CHARGED BY HOOVER
Hoover had accused Howard,
president of the Mississippi re-
gional Council of Negro Lead-
ership, of ‘“false and irrespon-|
sible’ charges against the FBI's|
handling of several racial kill-'
ings in the southern state. |
Howard repeated in the letter|
statements which he said he
made in a Baltimore speech. He|
also wrote he has talked with
“many thousands of persons”
in the past months and:
“They are as dismayed as
I am that murders can be
committed in the U. S. and
that murderers can escape in-
dictment, as in the George
Lee and Lemar Smith cases,
or win acquittal as in the:
Emmett Till case, when, as in
all of these cases, the facts
about the cases are so well
known to Iaw ' enforcement
authorities, federa' as well as
A g
Till, 14, a Chicago n }ro
\Isiting an uncle near Mo ey,

| IWU ULHEKS spur

L Smith whs shot and ki
"]ast Aug. 13 at Brookhave

- Miss. Lee, a leader of the Na-

tional Association for the Ag-
vancement of Colored Peop]
was found dead Iast May 7pli£;1.
his wrecked auto in Belzoni
Miss. NAACP leaders say hé
wag shot while driving,
oward wrote that £

e Lee “who

- 3 . 1
Jurladxcticm and added:

“I do know that I
telegram to the depa:fr?ltn:
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Qualifies As Reckless qQ /

Published gtatements attributed to
Dr. T ﬁowﬂ%vﬁ%mﬂ Bayou,

Miss., Negro physician, criticizing Fed-

eral Bureau of Investigation handling

of so-called “‘civil rights” ecases has v Al e

brought an unequivocal demand from Wil s o s
| FBI Director Hoover that he produce ’

\f proof or make public retraction.

Mr. HoovEr chose what for him is
{; the rare method of making public an
official letter in which he took up,
point by point, the quoted criticisms
attributed to Dr. HOWARD by the media
in which published.

The FBI director labels the HowARD
statements as “irresponsible” and “in- |
temperate and baseless.”

In a telephonic conversation with
this newspaper Wednesday night, Dr.
HowARrD denied that he had said any-
thing about FBI ‘leaks” in the
EvmETT TILL case. “If the FBI even
entered the TmL case I don't know
about it,” he said. The FBI will prob- g
ably refresh his memory. | “

On Dec. 28 last The Chicago Amer- o
ican published a news story about the } =
Mound Bayou doctor being in Chicago
and said:

“Dr. HowARD, who is here to receive
a civil rights award .’. . criticized the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in re-
spect to its operations in Mississippi.
Dr. HowARD said: ‘Confidential infor-
mation usually leaks from the local
FBI offices and witnesses in Negro
glayings are subjected to pressures as
a result.’” The rest of The American’s
story on Dr. HOWARD was devoted to
his comments on the TILL case.

There is mno qualification in Dr.
HowArD's quoted remark that “confi-
dential information ysually leaks from
FBI offices,” and Mr, HooveEr will not
be blamed for interpreting the state-
ment as a very serious reflection on
the FBI's integrity. He is known to
be willing to take on any and all comers
and no holds barred when his integrity

is challenged. (! // A e = /
On the basis of the quotations, Dr. 6§27 I 4 o

HOWwARD qualifies as being compl’etely | :’Z}:. {ﬂ—“—*"“':,ﬁ — ZD 3

reckless as well as “irresponsible.” The NOT RECORDE

FBI has proved its ability to take care 138 143 1956
| of itself when integrity and efficiency J
have been challenged. The Mound
| Bayou physician has taken on a large e N e
order.

™\, 2
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- Hoover Defends|

_&br, T, Ro M,
@~ Howard of

_ wnight by FBI regional head-
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Race Case Work

MEMPHIS, Jan. 19 (#—J, Ed-
gar Hoover, director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation,

Jhas sharply criticized a Negro
ileader  who ciion
#says the FBI
“doesn’t try very
shard when
iprobing a ra-
Zeial killing.

© In a letter to

=Mound Bayou,
=Miss., Hoover
s 1? id Howard :
gshould either .

tgive evidence Hloovex
“Or retract his “intemperate and

aseless charges.”

= “I do not propose to permit
~false charges made against this
“Bureau to go unchallenged,”
=said the letter, made public last

Hquarters here. \
“Reply Promised

& Reached in Los Angeles, How-
=ard told the Memphis Commer-
reial Appeal his statements were
“based on reports brought to
ime by responsible Negroes in
{the various sections of \Missis-
isippi.” He said he would make
‘a more extensive statement aft-
rer he received and studied the
detter.

% Howard is president of the
“Mississippi Regional Council of
tNegro Leadership and the Na-
ftional Medical Association.

. The FBI Director’s letter
teited in particular Howard's
ipublicized statement that:

: ‘{We must find out why
Sotythern investigators of the
FBl can’t seem to solve a crime
whare a Negro is involved.”

tial investigation, to see if civil
rights were violated, was made
in every Mississippi slaying
mentioned by Howard.

It was decided no civil rights
were involved in two of the
cases, he added. The decision
on the third, the death of the
Rev. G. W. Lee, was no% cited.

Hoover said Howard seems

| to *have conveniently forgotten

the work of this Burear which
was largely responsible for the
virtual elimination of lynching
in the South and also was
mainly responsible for the
breaking up of the Ku Klux
Klan in the "Carolinas and
Georgia.” =
3 Killings Cited

The killings that stirred How-
ard’s criticism were those of
Lee, the shooting of Lamar
Smith and the kidnaping * of
Emmett Till. |

Lee was found dying in his

| wrecked car in Belzoni last May

7. Leaders of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement
of Colored People said he was
shot as he drove along the
street.

Lamar Smith also was active
in civil rights work. He was
shot down in Brookhaven's
downtown square last Aug, 13.
A grand jury said it could find
no witnesses.

Till, a 14-year-old Chicago
Negro, was snatched from his
uncle’s home near Money after
allegedly wolf-whistling at a
white woman and making “in-
sulting” remarks. The wo s
husband and brother-inflaw
were acquitted of a charge they
murdered Till. A grand jury
refused to indiet on a kidrap

- Hoover said a full and impar-
FED & anpEgs

charge.
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THE SENSITIVE FBI

bi reau has done ahout prolecting the rights of Negr)cs.
Hoover last Wednesday in Memphis, the cotton metrc po-
ks, berated Dr, T. R. W. Howard for haying charged that

the FBI had not “solved a crime where a Negro is involy- |
ed.” In effect, Hoover challenged the Mississippi Negro |

leader to “put up or shut up.”
Hoover’s attack on Dr. Howard is suspect and not

honest on its face, for the public record stands as the most |
reliable accusation against the FBI. Hoover’s men have not
been able to find the man, or men, who placed the fatal

bomb in the Mims, Fla., home of Mr. and Mys. Harry T.
Moore on Christmas night, 1951, \
They have not produced even a clue to who shot and
killed the Rey. George'W. Lee in Belzoni, Miss., last May.
Nor have they any idea, after a perfunctory look into
the matter, as to who seriously wounded with gunshot Gus
Courts in Belzoni. Jate last year.-
. Hoover’s blast at Dr. Howard comes with worse than

ill grace. For the only answer to the criticism made by Dr. -

Howard—and -indeed by most persons interested in ciyil
rights—is for the FBI to show.some determination to cleir

up these unsolved murders)’

%1pp o tord
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2

2

[T SEEMS that J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI chief, has. a
thin/ skin to match his still thirner memory on what, Jiis
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Dr. T. R. M. Howard, the Mississippi Negro leader chal-
-]gnged by FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover to prove charges of
FBI laxity, counter-charged yesterday that the challenge had
a political motive, =2 i-n-\.reﬁgim-'l—tHTFBI "
Hoover, in & letter ~released s’g o Syl cantiseom
Wednesday by the Memphis ;::\’::;3’:.‘3?; erime where a Negro is
had accused|™ . " . kit z
\Dr. Howard of making “false and| Since making his com?lamts
'baseless” charges against the FBI|282inst the FBI, Dr. Howa/d has
for mot having apprehended those been f_orced to sell his 7§0-icre
: n because of the

Louiltss ainot Ne|Plant 2ats
gll.gg: of major crimes against '\e-]:ll’ga' IR cac LI famil_v.‘-"m\
“It is a little. hard to under-
stand,” Dr. Howard told a New.
York newspaper yesterday, “whyi
lie wished to . . . make a personal
attack on me instead of rmmding!
the . lillers in Mississippi.”
ward said a full statement by|
would be made later |

‘e statement of Dr. T[m\.urd’si
ich got under Hoover'dfskin, de-!

(Tenn.) FBI office,

@ GIFEB 2 1955
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ﬁé’j?d Leader Hits FBI~

\

In Mississippi Slayings

10S ANGELES, Jan. 20 ()—American citizens are being

“wantonly murdered” in Mississippi and thej

going unpunished, Negro Leade
vesterday in a letter to FBI Chi

In reply to a critical letter from Mr. Hoover, Dr. Howard also

murderers are
r Dr: T. R. oward claimed
ef J. Bdgar Hoove;

said “the fact remains that the FBI cannot seem to solve a

crime where a Negro is mprgiergsi
by a white man in Mississippi.”

Mr. Hoover had accused Dr.
Howard, president of the Missis~
sippi Regional Council of Negro
Leadership, of ‘“false and irre-
sponsible” charges against the
FBI's handling of several racial
killings in the Southern State.

Dr. Howard repeated in the
letter statements which he said
he made in a Baltimore speech.
He aso wrote-that he has talked

vith “many thousands of per-
ons” in the last month and:

“They are as dismayed as I

m that murders can be com-

BBy Georsia

mitted in the United States and
that murderers can escape in-
dictment, as in the George Lee
and Lemar Smith cases, or win
acquittal as in the Emmett Till
case, when, as in all of these
cases, the facts about the cases
are so well known to law enforce-
ment authorities, Fedezal as weN'
as State.”

Says U. S. Declined to Act

Dr. Howard wrote that th
Rev. Mr. Lee, “who sought to
vote, was murdered” and that
both State and Federal govern-
ments have declined to take

tion. He said he did not
khow on what grounds the De-
partment of Justice declined
jyrisdiction and added:

“I do know that I sent a tele-
gram fto the Department of

‘|Justice asking for a conference

on these matters and received an

‘lanswer some four weeks later
‘|stating that such a conference

would be arranged. No date was

In a letter made public
Wednesday night by FBI. region-
al -headguarters in Memphis,
Tenn., Mr. Hoover sharply crit-
icized Dr. Howard. He said Dr.
Howard should either give evi-
dence or retract his “intemper-
‘ate and baseless charges.”

set for the proposed meeting.”|

| “I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go wunchallengefl,”
said the letter.

Reports Full Probes

Mr. Hoover said a full and im-

rtial investigation, to see if
civil rights were violated, was
made in every Mississippi slay-
ing mentioned by Dr. Howard.

It was decided no civil 1'ightsi
were involved in two of the!
cases, he added. The decisionl
on the third, the death of |
Mr. Lee, was not cited. .

Mr. Hoover said Dr. Howard
seems to “have conveniently for-
gotten .the work of this bureau
which was largely responsible
for the virtual elimination of
lynching in the South and also
was mainly responsible for the
breaking up of the Ku-Klux
[Klan in the Carolinas and

——n
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FBI chief breaks silenc
—attacks Negro leader!
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FBI Director ). Edgar Hoover's first public reaction to the Emmett Till murder — coming five mont
after the crime—was to attack a Negro leader for daring to say the FBl “can’t seem to solve a crime wher

a Negro is involved.”

Hoover, who has been mum on the Mississippi murder of the Negro youth since it happened in Augus
broke his silence Wednesday in New York. He accused Dr. T. R. M. Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss., of “fal

and irresponsible” charges®
against FBI handling of the
case. \ slayings of Mississippi Negroes.

Associated Press reported| The FBI head, who apparently

from Memphis that Hoover does not classify these deaths as
lynchings, said:

“You seem to have conveni-

ently forgotten the work of this

bureau which re-

of civil rights was involved in
the Till killing or other recent

wiote Howard declaring:
“I do not propose to permit

. false charges made against this

burean to go unchallenged.”

Hoover demanded that Howard
submit evidence on his charges
or publicly retract them.

Dr. Howard haa said: ‘“We
must find out why Southern in-
vestigators of the FBI can't
seem to solve a crime where a
Negro is involved.” 4 <2

vi A e rei——— y J
= - Hoover contended no wviolation

P
i

PEOPLE
V20

/56, p

was largely
sponsible for the virtual elimina-
tion of lynchings in the South.”

In Los Angeles, Dr. Howard
| said, after Hoover's letter was
read to him by The Memphis
Commercial Appeal:

“It is my charge that{th(
FBI has failed to find the khlers
In the recent Mississippi ur
| ders, If that charge is- ise

‘then it is my belief thaf" fﬁ;‘

W

£ um
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Forwarded

v &

murderers of Rev. Lee ani th
individuals who seriously wqund
ed Gus Courts on November 2

. F A &1
should be brought to™justice.
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) I Mississippi Slayings o st

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 20 (P)—American citizens are being Bogen
“wantonly murdered” in Mississippi and their murderers aye Tamm

going unpunished, Negro Leader Dr. T. R. M. Howard claimed Nease

vesterday in a letter to FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover. . \ Winterrowd ——————
In reply to a critical letter from Mr. Hoover, Dr. Howard also Tele. Ro

said: “the fact remains that the FBI cannot seem to Solve a Hollomad!

crime where a Negro is murdered| — e
by a white man in Mississippl.” mitted in the United States and ) andy
Mr., Hoover had accused Dr.[that murderers can escape in-
Howard, president of the Missis-|dictment, as in the George Lee
sippi Regional Council of Negro and lLemar Smith cases, or win
Leadership, of ‘“false and irre-|acquittal as in t_he Emmett Till|
sponsible” charges against the|¢ase, when, as in all of these
BI's handling of several racial|cases, the facts about the cases
killings in the Southern State, [are so well known to law enforce-
Dr. Howard repeated in the|ment authorities, Federal as well
| letter statements which he said &S State.
| Mlhe made in a Baltimore speech.| Says U. 8. Declined to Act
e as0 wrote that he has talked| pr Howard S ola thatlithe ¢
rit‘.1 “many thousands of Per'lRev. Mr. Lee, “who sought to {VV
on” in the last month and:  |yote, was murdered” and that
“’hey are as dismayed as Ilboth State and Eederal govern- UJ

hm that murders can be com-|ments have declined to take
action. He sald he did not
know on what grounds the De-
partment of Justice declined ’
jurisdiction- and added:
“I do know that I sent a tele-
gram to the Department of
Justice asking for a conference
on these matters and received an
answer some four weeks later
stating that such a confe:'ence w / )
would bé arranged. No datw was !C ) /ﬁ Zéé_ :
set for the proposed meeting.” 2= A nDER
In a letter made public - NOT REMS =
Weq;:esday night by FBI region- 138 JAN <2 1956
al “headquarters in Memphis, i
Tenn., Mr. Hoover sharply crit-
icized Dr. Howard. He said Dr,
|Howard should either give evi-

~

P

AEm——

dence or refract-his “intemper-
ate and baseless charges.” Wash. Post and —

“I do not propose to permit Times Herald
false charges made against this ‘ :
bureau to go unchallenged,” Wash. News dssil) ‘
said the letter. Wash. Star £ 2~

Reports Full Probes N. Y. Herald ————

Mr. Hoover said a full and im- Tribune

partial investigation, to see if N. Y. Mirror

civil rights were violated, was i WS
made in every Mississippi slay- N. .Y. Daily Ne
ing mentioned by Dr. Howard, { Daily Worker

It was decided no civil rights The Worker
were involved in two of the
cases, he added. The decision : New Leader
on the third, the death of
Mr. Lee, was not cited.

5/ Mr. Hoover said Dr. Howard Date JAN 2 0 1998
12

seems to “have conveniently for-
anG & gotten the work of this bureau
Kﬂ@f: W which was largely responsible
for the virtual elimination of
lynching in the South and also
was mainly responsible for the
breaking up of the Ku-Kiux}§

Klan—in  the Carglinas. _and

Georgia.
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MEMPHIS, Jan. 19 (#—J. Ed-] tial investigation, to see if eivill
gar Hoover, director of the Fed- rights were violated, was made
eral Bureau of Inyestigation,|in every Mississippi slaying
has sharply criticized a Negro| mentioned by Howard.
leader who , . 2 It was decided no ciyi] rights
Says the FBI SUEESEEE were involved in two of the
doesn’t iry very $ % |cases, he added. The decigion
hard when i [on the third, the death of the
probing a ra- Rev. G. W. Lee, was not cited. =
cial killing, ] Hoover said Howarg seems

In a letter to | to “have conveniently forgotten
Dr. T. R. M : the work of this Bureay, which
sloward : Wwas largely responsible f
Mound Bayou virtual elimination
Miss., Hoover in the South and alsg was

Baid Howerd 'S ' |mainly responsible for the

should either ~ |breaking up of the Ku ki 3
;}i%e evidence Hoover |gjan .in * the Carolinas a::;
0) retract his “intemperate and|Georgia. :
b.istlzlttaiss charges.” 3 Killings Cited

“I do not propose to permit { ;
f1lse charges made againgt this| _The killings that stirred F o-
Bureau to go unchallenged,”|ard’s criticism were those of
said the letter, made public last| @€, the shooting of Lamar
night by FBI regional head-|Smith and the kidnaping of
quarters here. Emmett Till.

Reply Promised

. Reached in Los Angeles, How-
ard told the Memphis Commer-
cial Appeal his statements were

“based on reports brought to
me by responsible Negroes in < e
the various sections of Missis- amar Smith also was active =
sippi ” He said he would make|in civil rights work. He was WGS}.]' e
a more extensive statement aft-|shot down in Brookhaven’s Times Herald
er he received and studied the|downtown square last Aug. 13, Wash. News
letter. y A grand jury said it could fing )

Howard is president of the|no: witnesses. . Wash. Starj— =

Mississippi Regional Council of| Till, a 14-year-old Chicago N. Y. Herald —————
Negro Leadership and the Na-|Negro, was snatched from his e
tional Medical Association, uncle’s home near Money after Tribune

The TFBI Director's letter|allegedly wolf-whistling at N. Y. Mirror
elted in particular Howard's|white woman and making “in- Daily News ——
publicized statement that: sulting” remarks, The woman’s N. Y. Daily

“We must find out why|husband and brother-in-law Daily Worker

Southern investigators of the| were acquitted of a charge they he Worker
EBI can't seem to solve a crime|murdered Till. - A grand jury The Worke
WEEI‘O is involved.” [refused to indict on a kidnap New Leader

HouvSF zaid a full and impar- charge. ——

e
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Howard Replies | st siwins

r the Advancement of Colorec

0
o FBI H eople, was found dead last May
- ea 4 WY 7 in his wrecked automobile in

g : . Belzoni, Miss. NAACP leaders say

work In state ' he was shot while driving.

dobie . . Dr, Howard wrote that Lee “whc

LOS ANGELES (M — American sought to vote, was murdered” and
lcitizens are being wantonly mur- Poth state and federal governments
dered in Mississippi and theiphave declined to take action. He
murderers are going unpwished, said he did not know on what
{Negro leader Dr. ;I‘_._l?.’ﬁg §¢gm1mds the Department of Justice
ald yesterday In & leiler fo 11 T'declined jurisdiction and added:
hief J. Edgar Hoover. “I do know that I sent a tele-
. In reply to a letter from Hoover, gram to the Department of Justice
Dr. Howard also said, “the facfasking for a conference on these
remains that the FBI cannoi seemm matters and received an answer
'fo solve a crime where a Negro is some four weeks later stating that
murdered by a whife man in Mis- such a conference would be ar-
|sissippi.” ranged. No date was set for the
. Hoover had saccused Howard, proposed meeting,” . ¥
president of the Mississippi Re- Dr. Howard wrote that in Bolti-
gional Council of Negro Leaders:iore he said, in substance:
ship, of ‘“false and irresponsible’® ‘‘We must find out why the FBI
charges against the FBI's handling cannot seem to solve a crime
of several racial killings in the|where a Negro is murdered by ¢
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‘Southern state.
. ‘Continued on page thre

oward Replies

(Continued from page one)

Dr. Howard repeated in the
letfer statements which he saic
he made in a Baltimore speech.
He also wrote that he has talked
with “many thuusands of persons’’
in the past month and:

“They are as dismayed as I am
that murders can be commitied
in the United States and that mur-
derers can escape indictment, as

white man in Mississippi.

‘Whether the reason for that
=f§lure lies in inadequacy of feder-
|aX statutes, or restrictive interppe-
jtation of such statutes by the De-
partment of Justice or the failure
of FBI investigative machinery,
the fact remains that the FBI can-
not seem to solve a crime where
a Negro is murdered by a white
man in Mississippi.”

Dr. Howard said he regretiec
“that this controversy has arisen
since it tends to obscure the fact
thet the real issue in the South, 4
and in the nation and the sworld for

in the George Lee and Lemar
Smith cases, or win acquiftal as
in the Emmett Till case, when,
as in all of these cases, the facts
|about the cases are so well known
to law enforcement authorities,
federal as well as state.” .

Till, 14, a Chicago Negro visiting
an uncle near Money, Miss.,, was
kidnaped last Aug. 28. Two white
nlen were acquitted of murdeying
bim. Smith was shot and killed
[

LAUREL LEADER-CALL
LAUREL, MISS.
1/20/56
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ithat matter, is not our differences
as to FBI action or inaction but
the fact that American citizens are |
bping wantonly murdered in IMis- |
skssippl and that their murdeyers
afe going unpunished.” eJ |
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At State ‘Mass Murdering’

LOS ANGELES (® —American
citizens are being wantonly mur-
dered in Mississippi and their
murderers are going unpunished,
Negro leader Dr. T. R. M. Howard
said yesterday in a letter to FBI
Chief J. Edgar Hoover.

In reply to a letter from Hoover,
Dr. Howard also said, *‘the fact
remains that the FBI cannot seem
to solve a crime where a Negro is
murdered by a white man in Mis-
sissippi.”

Hoover had accused Howard,

president of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council of Negro Leader-
ship, of ‘“false and irresponsible"”
charges against the FBI's handling
of several racial killings in the
Southern state,

Dr. Howard repeated in the

lettqgr statements which he said
he {nade in a Baltimore speech.

eYaso wrote that he has talked

ith “‘many thousands of persons’
n the past month and:

“They are as dismayed as I am
hat murders can be committed
n the United States and that mur-
erers can escape ihdictment, as
n the George Lee and Lemar
mith cases, or win acquittal as
n the Emmett Till case, when,
8 1n all' of these cases, the facts
ibout the cases are so well known
0 law enforcement authorities,
ederal as well as state.” f

Till, 14, a Chicago Negro visiting
n uncle near Money, Miss,, was
idnaped last Aug. 28. Two white

en were acquitted of murderiag;2==£9ing unpunished."

im. Smith was shot andl killed
ast Aug. 18 at Brookhaven, Miss.

eople, was found dead last May
in his wrecked automobile in
3elzoni, Miss. NAACP leaders say
le was shot while driving.
r. Howard wrote that Lee *‘wi
ofjght to vote, was murdered “and
vt stae and federal governmeiis

JACKSON DAILY NEWS
JACKSON, MISS.
1/20/56

Pege 1 Cols.

have declined to take action. He|
said he did not know on what
grounds the Department of Justice
declined jurisdiction and added:
“I do know that I sent a tele-
gram to the Department of Justice
asking for a conference on these
matters and received an answer
some four weeks later stating that

such a conference would be ar-
ranged. No date was set for the
posed meeting."”

Dr, Howard wrote that in Balti-
more he said, in substance:

“We must find out why the FBI
cannot seem to solve a crime
where a Negro is murdered by a
white man in Mississippi.

“‘Whether the reason for that
failure lies in inadequacy of feder-
al statutes, or restrictive interpre-
tation of such statutes by the De-
partment of Justice or the failure
of FBI investigative -machinery,
the fact remains that the FBI can-
not seem to solve a crime where
a Negro is murdered by a white
man in Mississippi.”

Dr. Howard said he regretted
“that this controversy has arisen
since it tends to obscure the fact
that the real issue in the South,
and in the nation and the world for
that' matter, is not our differences
as to FBI action or inaction but
the fact that American citizens are
being wantonly murdered in Mis-
sissippi and that their nq,u'derers
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Criticism
CrITIC

MEMPHIS, Tenn—(A-J, Ed--
gar Hoover, director of the _

Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, hag sharply ecriticized a
Negro leader whge says the
FBI doesn't'try very hard when
probing a racial killing.
. In a letter to Dr. T. R. M.
{ Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss. 20
Hoover said Howard should
either give evidence or retract
his ‘“intemperate and baseless
charges.”

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
Bureau to go unchallenged,”
said the letter, made public
by FBI Regmnal Headquartera
here.

Reached in Log Angeles, SR N .0
Howard told the Memphis Com- THE SAGINAW NEWS
mercial Appeal hig statements i P
were “based on reports brought Iriom‘_‘ “dlt’}_(_)n
to me by responsible Negroes oaglnaw, Mich,
in the various sections of Mls-

sissippi.” -
Howard said he would make l/ ZO/ 56

a more eXtensive statement
after he received and studied
the letter, | /

He ‘is president of the Mis- | == e . :
sissippi Regional Council of WOT 26 1 _'.J
Negro Leadershiff and the Na- 90
tional Medical sociation, He -
has been out pf Mississippi
several weeks a.ttendmg to
NMA duties, —— e e
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_ The Flint Journal, Flint, Michigan

Negro Leader Repeats Criticism of FBI
In Letter Regarding Southern Murders

Los Angeles —AP— Ameri-
can citizens are being wantonly
murdered in Mississippi and

their murderers are going un-

punished, Negro leader Dr. T.
R. oward said Thursday in
a letter to FBI chief J. Edgar
Hoover,

In reply to a letter from
Hoover, Dr. Howard also said,
“the fact remains that the FBI
cannot seem to solve a crime
where a Negro is murdered by
a,white man in Mississippi.”

Hoover had accused Howard,
president of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council of Negro Leader-
ship, of ‘“false and irrespons-
ible” charges against the FBI's
handling of several racial kill-
ings in the Southern State.

Dr. Howard repeated in the
lefter statements which he said
hd¢ made in a Baltimore speech.

also wrote that he has talked
with “many thousands of per-
s¢éns” in the past month and:

“They are.as dismayed as I
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am that murders can be com-
mitted in the United States and
that murderers can escape in-
dictment, as in the George Lee
and Lemar Smith cases, or win
acquittal as in the Emmett Till
case, when, as in all of these
cases, the facts about the cases
are so well known to law en-
forcement authorities, Federal
as well as state.”

Till, 14, a Chicago Negro vis-
iting an uncle near Money,
Miss., was kidnaped last Aug.
28. Two white men were ac-
quitted of murdering him.
Smith was shot and killed last
Aug. 13 at Brookhaven, Miss.
Lee, a leader of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement
of Colored People, was found
dead last May 7 in his wrecked
automobile in Belzoni, Miss.
NAACP leaders say he was shot
while driving.

Dr. Howard wrote that Lee
“who sought to vote was mur-

idered” and both State and Fed-

¥

leral governments have dec]inéd‘
to take action, ‘He said he did
not know on what grounds the
Department of Justice declined
jurisdiction and added:

“I do know that I sent a tele-
gram-to the Department of Jus-
tice asking for a conference on!
these matters and received an
answer some four weeks later
stating that such a conference
would be arranged. No date was
set for the proposed meeting.”

Dr. Howard wrote that in Bal-
timore he said, in substance:

“We must find out why th
FBI cannot seem to solve
crime where a Negro is mur
dered. by a white man in Mi
sissippi.”
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Attack On FBJ

“We must find out why southern
vestigators of the FBI can’t seem |

(EMPHIS, Jan, 18 P —F BI chief
gar Hoover today accused a
Ngfiro leader of ‘‘false and irre-
sponsible” charges against the
FBI's handling of several Missis-
sippi racial killings,

In a letter to Dr. T. R. M. How-
ard of Mound
dent of the Mi sippi « Regional
Council of Negro Leadership, Hoov-
er said:

“I do not propose to permit false
charges made against this bureau
to go unchallenged.”

Reached in Log Angeles, Dr.

Howard told the (Memphis) Com-

mercial Appeal he would have a
full statement later on Hoover’s
dfemand that he submit evidence on
his charges or publicly retract
thein.

. The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
2aief particularly resented Dr., |

® ﬂ: I's publicized statement, in
h..f:nr'ds to three recent slayings,
al;

S2FEB 14 1956
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to solve a crime where a Negro
is involved."

Hoover said a full and impartial
investigation was made in every
case, at the direction of the De-

u, Miss., presi-| partment of Justice, and the de-

partment decided civil rights were
not involved.

“You seem to have conceniently
| forgotten the work of this bureau
which was largely responsible for
the virtual elimination of lynchings
in the South and also was mainly
responsible for the breaking up of
the Ku Klux Klan in the Carolinas
and Georgia,"” Hoover said,

The Negro civil rights leader, aft-
er Hoover’s letter had been read
to him, said:

“It is my charge that the FBI
has failed to find the killers in the
recent Mississippi murders. If that
charge is false, then it is my be-
11'I that {he' murderers of Reve.])-

e y Lee and the individuals wh
seriously wounded Gus Courts on
Nov. 25 should be brought to jus-
tice.”

In his capacity as president of
the National Medical Association,
Dr. Howard has been out of Mis-
sissippi for some weeks and ex-
pects to be traveling most of the
year.

The Negro physician heads
Friendship Clinie in Mound Bayou,
the nation's only all-Negro town,
in the Mississippi Delta, about 70
miles south of Memphis.

Dr. Howard recently sold his 720-
|acre plantation, but still owns
Friendship Clinic and other real
estate in the area.

“The situation in Mississippl at
| the present time caused me to
make the sale,”” he told newsmen.

_“r-qon’t want to have all my eggs
| in.one _bhasket.’

Hoover's letter was

- fobkmALIZED

A

lthe FBI regional
Memphis.

The “intemperate and bareh}ss
charges’ it cited were in conuec-
tion with the ‘“‘slayings of Emum.ett
Till, Reverend George Wesley Loe
and Lamar Smith.”

Hoover said Dr. Howard ap-
parently had no knowledge of how
the FBI works and pointed out
“full investigations in civil rights
cases are conducted only at the
direction of the Department of
Justice.

“The FBI is not a policy-making
organization, and we merely con-
duct a fair and impartial investiga- |
tion and submit the results of such
investigation to the criminal divi-
sion of the Department of Justice.

“This bureau is doing everything
within the scope of existing legisla-
tion in' civil rights matters and our
fair and prompt investigatiors haye
jdone muchl to inecrease public ile- |

spect for and consciousness of cifil |
released by Tights.” . {
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[=B| Critic Challenged

To Prove Negro

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UP)—FBI
director J. Edgar Hoover chal-
lenged a Negro civil rights leader
last night to produce evidence
to back up “false and base-
less” charges on the FBI's han-
dling of Negro killings <in Missis-
sippi.

In a letter released by the FBI

offiee here, Hoover told Dr. T. R,
M. " Howard of Mound Bayou,

‘Miss., he should either support or
retract charges that the FBI
“leaked” information about Negro
slayings in Mississippi.

Hoover also took Howard to task
for telling a Negro organization

at ‘“‘we must find out why
Southern investigators for the FBI

n’t seem to solve a crime where
[ Negro is involved.”

PHILADELPHIA, PA,
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Charge

Howard, reached in Los An-

geles, said he based his statements
on “reports brought to me by re-
sponsible Negroes in various
tions of Mississippi.”’ |

sec-

Howard told the Memphis Com-i‘

mercial Appeal by long distance
he had nof received the FBI let-
ter, and would issue a further|
statement when he had read it.

Hoover said in his letter to How-

ard that if he had any evidence of
a
formation ““it is your duty to eall
it to the attention of responsible
officials of either the FBI or the
Department of Justice.

“leak’ of ‘“‘confidential” FBI in-

“From the information availablé

to me,” Hoover said, “I know o
no such incident.”
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BI - Chief Cha llet_l.ggs.
Dr. Howard’s Charges

MEMPHIS (UP)-—FBI Director; Of the charge Southern FBI|ing. He said there was #no indica
.-Edgar Hoover challenged a Ne- agents can’t seem to solve a Negro tion™ of a federal wielation. to ppess
ro civil rights leader last night|slaying, Hoover pointed out thatiin the Till and Smith. cases. |

o -produce evidence 'to back uplit is the FBI's duty merely to in-| Hoover said statements in |the
‘false and baseless” charges on vestigate reports of alleged civil|press am-ibut.ed to Howard on the
he FBI's handling of Negro kill-rights violations and report their(FBI's investigative role in the
ngs in Mississippi. findings te ‘the Justice Department. |murders .of Emmett Till and two
In a letter released by the FBI| Hoover referred specifically tolother Negroes “réflect g complete
‘fice here, Hoover told Dr. T. R.|three Negro slayings—the murders disregard for the facts on your
's Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss.,|0f Emmett Till, the Rev. George part. : x4

|2 ghould either support or retract|Lee and Lamar Smith. You as an American citizen,
\1afges the FBI “leaked’’ informa- Three Slayings Prebed . |have every right to express your-
about Negro slayings in Mis-| The FBI chief said his bureaulself as you see fit” Hoover's
ippi made a preliminary study of all|letter stated, *‘However, T do not
Hoover also took Howard to task|three cases, as it always does|feel you have any right whatsoqyer

On

' when it receives a complaint al-|[to be wrong in your facts, part{et-
';e t:lil‘fgg f?ndN:‘?{ow:;g;l;i:t?::: eging a civil rights violgtion. He|larly when they are used in pu pll_c
vestigators for the FBI can't|Baid the department late made a statements concerning serious mia -
to solve a crime where a/full “investigation of the [Lee slay-lters, )
egro is involved.”
Responsible Reports
Howard, reached in Los Angeles,
aid he based his statements on
reports brought to, me by respon
ible Negroes in various sections
{ Mississippi.” ¢
ward said he had not received
e|[FBI letter, and would issue a
er statement whem he had
d it.

Hoover said in his letter to
oward that if he had any evi-
ence of a “leak” of “‘confidential”
BI information “it ig your duty

ble officials of either the FBI or
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oward Of Making
IFalse Charges

[
& .
. oover said Dr. Howard ap-
A\ ks EVldenCd ’for_gotten the work of this bureau "parently had no knowledge of thw
| »EFch was largely responsible for| the FBI works and pointed {ut

Or Refraction

the virtual elimination of lynchings| «‘full investigaitons in civil rights
[in' the South and also was mainly| cases are’ c%mducted only at tlie
direction of the Department of
Justice.

“The FBI iz not a uolicy-making
organization, and we merely con-
|duct a fair and impartial investiga-
tion and submit the results of such

. (Continued On Page 16)

Asks Evidence---

(Continued from Page One)

Hoover Resents
'}
Negro s Statement \responsible for,the breaking up of

MEMPHIS, Jan. 18 (PFBI chief/the Ku Klux Klan in the Carolinas investigation to the criminal divi-
J. Edgar Hoover today accused ajand Georgia,” Hoover said. sion of the Department of Justice.
Negro leader of‘“false and irre- The Negro civilrights leader, aft{ ‘‘This bureau is doing everything
sponsible” charges against the|er Hoover's letter had been read|Within the scope of existing legisla-
FBI's handling of several Missis-|to him, said: . tion in civil rights matters and our
sippi racial killings. “It is my charge that the FB]fair and prompt investigations havp

In a letter to Dr. T. R. M. How-|has failed to find the killers in the|dpne much to increase public rf‘i-
ard of Mound Bayou, Miss., presi-| recent Mississippi murders. If that l.]Ject for and consciousness of civ.
dent of the Mississippi Regional|charge is false, then it is my be{1ights.”

Council of Negro Leadership, Hoov-|lief that the murderers of Rever- |
 said: end Lee and the individuals who

I do not propose to permit false| seriously wounded Gus' Courts on
*harges made against this buregu| Nov. 25 should be brought to jus-

{0{Bo unchallenged.” 4 |tice.”

eached in Los Angeles, Ilr.| Injhis capacity as president of
Howard told the (Mendphis) Cofn-|the ]Itr‘:ltional Medical Association,
mercial Appeal he would have a|Dr. Howard has been out of Mis-
full statement later ©n Hoover's|sissippi -for some weeks and ex-
demand that he submit evidence on| pects to be traveling most of the
his  charges or publicly retract|year.
them. : | The Negro physician heads

.The I_T‘ederal Bureau of Investiga=| Friendship Clinic in Mound Bayou,
tion chief particularly resented Dr. | the nation’s only all-Negro town,
Howard’s publicized statement, in(in the Mississippi Delta, about 70
regards to three recent slayings, miles south of Memphis.
that: \ | Dr. Howard recently sold his 720-
~ “We must find out why southern | acre plantatpon near Mound Bayou
investigatorsiof the FBI can’t seem ||for about $150,000, but still owns

to solve a crime where a Negro||Friendship Clinic and other real

is involved.” estate in the area.’

_ Hoover said a full and impartial| “The situation in Mississippi at
investigation was made in’'every| the present time caused me to
€asp, at the direction of the De-| make the sale,’” e told newsmen.
ragment of Justice, and thegde-| “I don’t want to have all my eggs
Fagiment decided civil rights ‘?]ere in one basket.’

not involved. Hoover's letter was released by
the FBI regional headquarters in
Memphis.

The “intemperate and baseless
charges’’ it cited' were in connec-
tiom—with the '‘slayings of Emmett
Till, Reverend George WeslEy 'Lée

and Lamar Smith."
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(ﬂgOVER) -
MEMPHIS, TENN,--FBI DIRECTOR J, EDGAR HOOVER CHALLENGED A NEGRO
CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE TO BACK UP "FALSE AND BASELE3S"
CHARGES ON THE FBI'S HANDLING OF NEGRO KILLINGS IN MISSISSIPPI,

N A LETTER RELEASED BY THE FBI OFFICE HERE, HOOVER TOLD
HE SHOULD EITHER SUPPORT OR RE

v, CHOWARD OF MOUND BAYOU, MISS,,
CHARCES THAT THE FBI "LEAKED™ INFORMATION ABOUT NEGRO SLAYINGS IN A

| MISSISSIPPI,
RD TO TASK FOR TELLING A NEGRO ORGANIZATION

HOOVER ALSO TOOK HOWA
HY SOUTHERN INVESTIGATORS FOR THE FBI CAN'T

SEEM TO SOLVE A CRIME WHERE A NEGRO IS INVOLVED,"
HOWARD, REACHED IN LOS ANGELES, SAID HE BASED HIS STEMENTS ON
"REPORTS BROUGHT TO ME BY RESPONSIBLE NEGROES IN VARIOUS SECTIONS OF

MISSISSIPPI,"
HOWARD TOLD THE MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL BY LONG DISTANCE HE HAL
NO¥ RECEIVED THE FBI LETTER, AND WOULD ISSUE A FURTHER STATEMENT WHEN

HE

HAD READ IT,
1/19--GES48A
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Nearo Charges

MEMPHIS, Jan. 19 (#)—FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover yes-
terday accused a Negro leader
of ‘“false = and irresponsible’
charges against the FBI's han-
dling of several Mississippi racial

killings.

In a letter to Dr. T. R. M.
Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss., |
president of the Mississippl Re=
gional Council of Negro Leaders

ship, Mr. Hoover said:

“T do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
ureau to go unchallenged.” ‘
|Reached in Los Angeles, Dr.
oward told the Memphis Com-|
ercial-Appeal he would have a
11 statement later on Mr. Hoo-
ver's demand that he submit
evidence on his charges or P b-

ligly retract them,

Mr. Hdover particularly |
sented Dr. Howard's public
statement, in regard to thtee

recent slayings, that:

“We must find out why South-
ern investigators of the * FBI
can’t seem to solve a crime where

a Negro is involved.”

Mr. Hoover said a full'and im-
partial investigation was made
in every case, at the direction of
the Department of Justice, and
the department decided civil
rights were not involved.

“You séem to have conveni-
ently forgotten the work of this
bureau, which was largely re-
sponsible tor the virtual elimina-
tion of lynchings in the South
and- also was mainly responsible
for the breaking up of the Ku
Klux Klan in the Carolinas
Georgia,” Mr. Hoover said.

Dr. Howard is president of

fational Medical Associatipn.

[e heads Friendship Clinicjin

[ozs5—=a5ou, the Nation'’s only

1-Negro town, located in_ the
Mississippi Delta, abaut 70 miles

south of Memphis.

N. Y. Mirror
N. Y. Daily News
Daily Worker

The Worker

New Leader

To /
o
oardman

Belmont

Mason

Mohr

Parsons -
Rosen

Tamm
Nease

Winterrow
Tele. Roo
Holloman
Gandy

Wash. Post and —
Times Herald

Wash. News —

Wash. Star Eonchh e A~ A

N. Y. Herald

Date JANI ©




ey

0-19 (11-22-55)

T . " 4

W o ,’-Ni
((‘“M Boardman
/ ﬂ Belmont
Mason
Mohr
Parsons

Rosen
L Tamm, ===
.. Y Neage il S A s .0
Negro Charges Winterrowd —
Tele. RODI{!{
MEMPHIS, Jan. 19 (#).—FBI gollgmanqk
Director J. Edgar Hoover yes- atidy

terday accused a Negro leader ‘
of ‘?;'alse and irresponsible" mﬁ/
charges against the FBI's han-

dling of several Mississippi racial A N
killings.
In a letter to Dr. T. R. M.
| Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss,, u Ly )
f president of the Mississippi Re- o = {
gional Council of Negro Leader-
ship. Mr. Hoover said:

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
pureau to go unchallenged.”

Reached in' Los Angeles, Dr.
Haward told the Memphis Com-
n ercial-Appeal he would have a
fil statement later on Mr. Hoo-
vir's demand that he submit
evidence on his charges or paib-
licly retract them. 4

Mr. Hoover particularly ’re-
sented Dr. Howard's publicized
statement, in regard to three
recent slayings, that:

"We must find out why South-
ern investigators of the FBI
can't seem to solve a crime where
a Negro is involved." . ¢

Mr. Hoover said a full and im-
partial investigation was made
in every case, at the direction of
the Department of Justice, and
the department decided civil
rights were not involved.

‘“You seem to have conveni-
ently forgotten thé work of this WUSI}' Postand —
bureau, which was largely re- Times Herald
sponsible for the virtual elimina-| Wash. News
tion of lynchings in the South ; h. S
and also was mainly responsible| Wash. Star
for thelbreaking up of the Ku N. Y. Herald
‘Klux Klan in the Carolinas and .
Georgia,” Mr. Hoover said. Tr}.burhle

Dr. Howard is president of the N. Y. Mirror
National Medical Association. Y ily New
He heads Friendship Clinic in N. Y. Daily v
Mound Bayou, the Nation's only. Daily Worker
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MEMPHIS (UP)—FBI Director
J. Edgar Hoover challenged a Ne-
gro civil rights leader last night
to produce evidence to back up
“false and baseless” charges on
the FBI‘'s handling of Negro kill-
ings in Mississippi.

In a letter released by the FBI
offieq here, Hoover told Dr. T. R.
M{ Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss.,]
lhie should either support or retract
charges the FBI “leaked’! informa-
tion about Negro slayings in Mis-
sissippi. -

Hoover also took Howard to task
for telling a Negro organization
“we must find out why Southern
investigators for the FBI can’t
seem to solve a crime where a
Negro is involved.”

Howard, reached in Los Angeles,
said he based his statements on
“reports brought to me by respon-
isible Negroes in various sections
‘of Mississippi.”

Howard told the Memphis Com-
mercial Appeal by long distance he
had not received the FBI letter,
and would issue a further state-
yment when he had read it.

Hoover said in his letter to
Howard that if he had any evi-
dence of a ‘leak’ of “confidential”
FBI information “it is your duty
to call it to the attention of respon-
sible officials of either the FBI or

Ijloover Says Suppoft Or Retract Charges—

FBI Head Says Negro

Leader’s Claim ‘False’

————

to me,” Hoover said, “I know of
no such incident.”

0Of the charge Southern TFBI
agents can’t seem to solve a Negro
slaying, Hoover pointed out that
it is the FBI's duty merely to in-
vestigate reports of alleged civil
‘rights violations and report their
findings to the Justice Department.

Hoover referred specifically to
thre¢ Negro slayings—the murders
of Emmett Till, the Rev. George
Lee and Lamar Smith.

The FBI chief said his bureau
made a preliminary study of all
three cases, as it always does
when it receives a complaint al-
leging a civil rights violation. He
said the department later made a
full “investigation of the Lee slay-
ing. He said there was ‘‘no indica-
tion” of a federal violation to press
in the Till and Smith cases.

Hoover said statements in the
press attributed to Howard on the
FBI's investigative role in the
murders of Emmett Till and two
other Negroes ‘‘reflect a complete
'disregard for the facts on your
part.”

“You as an American citizen,
have every right to express your-
self as you see fit,”” Hoover’s
letter stated. “However, I do not
feel you have any right whatsoever
to be wrong in your facts, particu-
larly when they are used in public

the_Department of Justice.
“ “From the information available

N
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statements concerning gerious mat-
ters."” i :

—

i TIALED

b St AL

Mr. Niyn
Mr. Bnal
Mr. Bela

Mr.

{, R{Il- T‘,\I ;?‘_i'

{’, Mz ¥

.ﬁéf' "My, 1 n
Mr. 1 n
Mr. g R
Mr. Winterrowd.
Tele. Room.
Mr. Holloma

Miss Gandy.

Durham Sun
Durham, N.C.
1-19-56

P i

" MQOT RECORDED

26 FEB 14 1956

- e R

Mpr. Tr*lg;r_;.n !

7V




U/

HOOVER BLASTS

NEGRO LEADER

MEMPHIS, Tenn. P—J. Hdgar
Hoover, director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, has sharp-
ly ecriticized a Negro leader who
says the FBI doesn't try very
hard when probing a racial killing,

In a letter to Dr. T, R. M.
Howard of Mound Bayou, Missg.,
Hoover said Howard should either
give evidence or retract his “‘in-
temperate and bhaseless charges.”

“I do not propose to permit false
charges made against this bureau
to go unchallenged,’”” said the let-
ter, made public last night by FBI

regional headquarters here. !

Reached in Los Angeles, How-
ard told the Memphis Commercial
Appeal Lis statements were ‘‘based
on reports brought to me by re-
sponsible Negroes in the various|
sections of Misgissippi.” 1|

Statement Promised i

Howard said he would make a
more extensive statement after he
received and studied the letter.

He is president of the Mississippi
Regional Council of Negro Leader-
ship and the National Medical
Assn. He has been out of Missis-
sippi several weeks attending to
NMA duties.

Hoover in his letter cited in
particular Howard’s publicized
statement that: 3

““We must find out why Southern
investigators of the FBI can't seem
to solve a crime where a Negro
is involved.”

Hoover said a full and impartial
investigation, to see if civil rights
were violated, was made in every
Mississippl slaying mentioned by
Howard.

Heover also accused Howard of
making a very serious. charge
when he said, as quoted in the
Chicago American:

‘“‘Confidential information usual-
ly leaks from the local FBI cifices
and witnesses in Negro slayings

are subjected__to pressures as 2

result,”
T o

s -
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AND

Fileg—Confidantial

FBI files are confidential, said
Hoover. “I feel compelled to re-
quest that you submit such evi-
dence as you have to sustain your:
irresponsible charge or that you
issue a public retraction®’

Hoover said Howard seems to
‘‘have conveniently forgotton the|
work of this bureau which was|
largely responsible for the virtual
elimination of Ilynching in the,
South and also wasg mainly re-;
sponsible for the breaking up of
the Ku Klux Klan in the Carolinas
and Georgia.” |

The cases that stirred Howard’s
criticism were those of the Rev.
G. W. Lee, Lamar Smith and Em-
mett Till.

Found Dying In Car

Lee was found dying in his
wrecked car in Belzoni last May 7.
iLeaders of the National Assn. for
{the Advancement of Colored People
' said he was shot as he drove along
the street.

Lamar Smith was active in civil
rights work. He was shot down in
Brookhaven’s downtown square last
Aug. 13. A grand jury said it could
find no witnesses.

Till, a 14-year-old Chicago Negro,
was snatched from his wuncle’s
home near Money after allegedly
woli-whistling at a white woman
and making ‘‘insulting” remarks.
The woman’s husband and brother-
in-law were acquitted of a charge
they murdered Till. A grand jury
refused to indict on the kidnap
charge.

Well-Known Citizen

Howard is one of the best-known
citizens of Mound Bayou (Pop.
1,330), the nation’'s only all-Negro
town, located about 70 m:Ies south
of Memphis.

He hends a clinic there and owns
considerable real estate. However,
he recently sold his 720-acre plan-
tation for about $150,000.

““The situation in Mississippi at
the present time caused me to
make the sale,”” he said. ‘I don't
want to have all my eggs in one

h—__—‘

basket.”
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FBI Director Blasts
Back At Negro Critic

Fedéral B HIS, Tenn, O'P )—J. Edgar Hoover, director of the
N i ureau of Investigation, has sharply criticized a
ANegro leader who says the FBI doesn't try very hard, when

probing a racial killing.

; a ‘' letter to Dr, T. R. M,
X of Mound Bayou, Miss., |
Hoover said Howard should either

give evidence or retract his “‘ir- th

temperate and baseless charges.”

“I do not propose to permit false
charges made against this bureay
to go unchallenged,” said the lef-

 ter, made public last night by FBI
‘regional headquarters here, 4
eached in Los Angeles, How-
ard told the Memphis Commercial
Appeal his statements were “‘based
O reports hrought to me by re-
sponsible Negroes in the various
Sections of Mississippi.” i

Howard said he would make a
more extensive statement after he
teceved and studied the letter,
BE € 15 president of the Mississippi

slonal Council of Negro Leader-
ship and the National Medical
SJ”lispspr; He hals been out of Missis-

. Several weeks attending to
NMA duties, ! il 5

Hoover in his Iletter cited in

particular  Howard’'s publicized
st?.te,_ment that: .
_‘We must find out why Southern
investigators of the FBI can’t seem
to solve a crime where a Negro
is involved.”

Hoover said a ‘full and impartial
investigation, to see if civil rights
were violated, was made in every
Mississippi slaying mentioned by
Howard.

Hoover also accused Howard of
making a very serious charge
wh_en he said, as quoted in the
Chicago American:

“Confidential information usual-
1y leaks from the local FBI offices
and witnesses in Negro slayings
are subjected to pressures as a
result.”

FBI files are confidential, said
Hoover. “I feel compelled to re-
quest that you submit such evi-
dence as you have to sustain your
irresponsible charge or that you
issue a public retraction.” (
Jloover said Howard seems to

have conveniently forgotten the
work of thig_huspan which was
largely responsible for the vlrtuali

l

elimination of lynching in the
(South and also was mainly re-
sponsible for the breaking up of
e Ku Klux Klan in the Carolinas
and Georgia.”

The cases that stirred Howard’s
criticism were those of the Rev.|

#BI Director Blasts

Back At Negro Critic

FROM PAGE ONE-A

G. W. Lee, Lamar Smith and Em-
mett Till.

Lee was found dying in his
wrecked car in Belzoni last May 7.
Leaders of the National Assn, for
the Advancement of Colored People
said he was shot as he drove along
the street. ‘

Lamar Smith was active in civil
rights work. He was shot down in
Brookhaven'’s downtown square last
Aug, 13. A grand jury said it could
find no witnesses. :

Till, a 14-year-old Chicago Negro,
was snatched from his uncle’s
home near Money after allegedly
wolf-whistling at a white woman
and making *“‘insulting’” remarks.
The woman’s husband and brother-

in-law were acquitted of a charge

they ‘murdered Till. A grand jury
refused to indict on the kidnap
charge.

Howard is one of the best-known
citizens of _Mound  Bayou (Pop.
1,330), the nation’s only all-Negro

(ED FILE AND INITIALE:

town, located about 70 miles south
of Memphis.

He heads a clinic there and owns|
considerable real estate, However,
he recently sold his 720-acre plan-
tation for about $150,000,

“The situation in Mississippi at
the present time caused me to
make the sale,” he said. ‘I don’t
want to have all my eggs in one
basket.”
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Uriticism fiiors
Against FBI e
Challenged

MEMPHIS (UP).—FBI Director
J. Edgar Hoover challenged a Ne-
gro civil rights leader last night
to produce evidence to back up
“false and baseless” charges on
ghe FBI's handling of Negro killings
in Mississippi.

In a lefter released by the FBI
?eg here, Hoover told Dr. T. R,
M-Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss, |
he should either support or retract
charges the FBI “‘leaked” informa-
tion about Negro slayings in Mis-
sissippi.

Hoover also took Howard to task
for telling a Negro organization
“we must find out why Southern
investigators for the FBI can’t
seem fo solve a ecrime where a
Negro. is involved.”

Responsible Reports . i 5 inel
Twi ntine
Howard, reached in Los Angeles, =y & C:L‘tg = N.C
said he based his statements on Winston Salem, N.C
“reports brought to me by respon- 1-19-56

sible Negroes in various sections
of Mississippi.”
Howard told the Memphis Com-
mercial Appeal by long distance he'
had not receiyed the FBI letter,
and would issue a further state-
ment when he had read it.
Hoover said in his letter fo How-
ard that if he had any evideace
of a “leak” pf “confidential’” FBI
information “it is your duty to call
it to the attention of responsible

officials of either the FBI'or the Yol - ; i A s

Department oliustice. (o £ 744 =k
“From the information available i1 REC 3 3 ®

to me,” Hoover said, “I know of X  arE

no such incident.” 6 FEB 14 1830

Of the charge Southern FBI
agents can’t seem to solve a Negro
slaying, Hoover pointed out that ' i e s
it is the FBI's duty merely to in- SYCRN
vestigate reports of alleged eivil
rights violations and report their
findings to the Justice Department.

Hoover referred specifically to
three Negro slayings—the murders
of Emmett Till, the Rev. George
Lee and Lamar Smith. ’

The FBI chief said his bureau
made a preliminary study of all
three cases, as it always does when
it receives—=—aszaplaint alleging A
a civil rights violation. DATED At iaa L
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FBICHIEF RAPS
NEGRD ATTACK

Hoover Demands
Proof or Retraction

MEMPHIS ()—FBI Boss J.
Edgar Hoover has sharply criti-
cized a Negro leader who says
the FBI doesn’t try very hard
when probing a racial=killing;

In a letter to Dr. T. R. M.
Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss.,
Hoover said Howard should either
give evidence or retract his “in-

temperate and baseless charges.”

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go unchallenged,” said
the Jetter, made public last night
by FBI regional headquarters
here.

Reached in Los Angeles, How-
ard told the (Mergphis) Commer-
cial Appeal his statements were
“based on reports brought to me
by responsible Negroes in the
various sections of Mississippi.”

Howard said he would make a
more extensive statement after
he received and studied the let-
ter.

He is president of the Missis-
sippi Regional Council of Negro
‘Leadership and the National Med-
ical Assn. He has heen out' of
Mississippi several weeks attend-
ing to NMA. duties.

The direc}.nr_uf_r]he Federal
Bureau of Investigation, in his
letter, cited in particular How-
ard's publicized statement that:

“We must find out why south-
ern investigators of the FBI can't
seem to solve a crime where a
Negro is involved.”

Hoover also accused Howard
of making a very serious charge
when he said, as quoted in the
Chicago American:

“Confidential information usu-
ally leaks from the local FBI
offices and witnesses in Negro
slayings are subjected to pres-
sures as a result.”

FRI files are confidential, said
Hoover. “I feel compelled to re-
quest that you submit such evi-
dence as you have to sustain your

irresnonsible charge or_that vou

issue a public retraction.”
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FBI Head
Hits Back
At Negro

Hoover ‘Def‘ends His

‘Bureau's Integrity

| . MEMPHIS, Jan. 18 (AP)—FBI
‘day accused a Negro leader of
‘charges against the FBI's handling of several Mississip

|
|
a‘
|

racial killings. o

In a letter {o Dr. T. R. M. How- |

ard 'of Mound Bayou, Miss., pres-
ident of the Mississippi Regional
Council of Negro Leadership, Hoov-
er said:

| “I do not propose to permit false
charges made against this bureau
[to go unchallenged

I Reached in TLos Angeles, Dr.
Howard' told the Memphis Com-
mercial Appeal he would have a
(full statement later on Hoover's
demand that he submit evidence on
his charges or publicly retract
them. ]

The FBI chief particularly re-
'sented Dr. Howard's publicized
istatement, in regards to three re-
- cent slayings, that:

“We must find out why Southern
investigators of the FBI can't
Seemr=s—wlve a. crime where a
'Negro is involyed.”
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“false and irresponsibl
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jabout 70 miles south of Memphis, .
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Hoover said a fu'l and impartial
ilivestigaton was madé—in every
case, at the direction of the De-
partment of Justice, and the de-
partment decided civil rights were
not involved,

“You seem to have conveniently
forgotten the work of this bureau
which was largely responsible for
the virtual elimination of lynch-
ings in the South and also was
mainly responsible for the breaking
up of the Ku Klux Klan in the
Carolinas and Georgia,” Hoover
said.

Howard is president of the Na-
tional Medical Assn. He heads
Friendship Clinic in Mound Bayou,
the nation’s only all-Negro town,
located in the Mississippi Delta,

Hopver's letter was released by
the FBI regional headquarters in
Memphis,

The ‘intemperate and baseless
charges” it cited were in connec-
tion with the “‘slayings of Emmett
Till, the Rev. George Wesley Lee
and Lamar Smith.”

Hooyver said Howard apparently
had no knowledge of how the FBI|
works and pointed out ‘‘full inves-
tigations in civil rights cases are
conducted only on the direction of
the Department of Justice. . {

“The FBI is not a policy-making
organization, and we merely con-|
duct a fair and impartial investi-
gation and submit the results of
such investigation to the Criminal
Division of the Department of Jus-
tice.

“This bureau is doing everything
within the scope of existing legis-
lation in civil rights matters and
our fair and prompt investigations
have done much o inerease public

resnect for and consciousness of
Vil rignis.”* e
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Challenges |
Negro Blust |

Memphis, Tenn. -m- J, Edgar
Hoover, director of the federal
bureau of 'investigation, has
sharply criticized a Negro lead-
er who says the FBI doesn't try

very hard when probing a racial|

killing.

In a letter to Dr. T. R, M How-|

ard of Mound Bayou, Miss., Hoov-
er said Howard should either give
evidence or retract his “intemper-
ate and baseless charges.”

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go unchallenged,” said
the letter, made public Wednes-
day night by FBI regional head-
quarters here.

PROMISES STATEMENT. _

Reached in Los Angeles, How-
ard told the (Memphis) Com:|
mercial Appeal his statements
were “based on reports brought
to me by responsible Negroes in
the various sections of Missis-
Sippi-”

Dr. Howard said he would make
a more extensive statement after

he received and studied the let-
LAk S, ;
He is president of the Missis-
sippi regional council of Negro
leadership and the National Med-
ical Assn. He has been out of
Mississippi several weeks attend-
ing to NMA duties.

The director of the federal bu-
reau of investigation, in his let-
ter, cited in particular Howard's
publicized statement that:

“We must find out why south-
ern investigators of the FBI can’t
seem to solve a crime where a
Negro is involved.” e—==—=

JACKSON CITIZEN PATRIOT
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M= _Lfegver gajd a—full and
impartial jinvestigation, to see
if civil rights were violated,
was made in every Mississippi

' slaying mentioned by Howard.

The department decided no
civil rights were involved in two|
of the cases, he added. The de-|
cision on the third, the death of|
tlée Rev. G. W. Lee, was not cit-|
ed. : !

Hoover also accused Howard of|
making a very .serious charge
when he said, as quoted in the
Chicago American: .

“Confidential information us-
{ually leaks from the local FBI
offices and witnesses in Negro
slayings are subjected to pres-
sure as' a result.” bR |

DEMANDS EVIDENCE.

FBI files are confidential, said |
Hoover. “I feel compelled to re-|
quest that you submit such evi-
dence as you have to sustain your
irresponsible charge or that you
issue a public retraction.”

Mr. Hoover said Howard seems
to, “have conveniently forgotten
the work of this bureau which
was largely responsible for the
virtual elimination of lynching in
the South and also was mainly re-
sponsible for the breaking up of
the Ku Klux Klan in. the Caro-
linss=mrQeorgids®™=——_




Gets Flayed
By I'BI Boss

Mississippi Probe
Defended By Hoover;
Charges Called False

MEMPHIS, Jan. 18, (#— FBI
Chief J, Edgar Hoover today ac-
cused a fiery Negro leader of
“false and irresponsible’ charges
against the FBI's handling of
several Mississippi racial killings.

(/In a letter to Dr. I, R. 1.
Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss.,
president of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council of Negro Leader-
ship, Hoover said:

‘I do not propose to rmit
false charges made against| this
bureau to go unchallenged.’

eached in Los Angeles,” Dr.
Howard told the (Memphis) Com-
mercial Appeal he would have a
full statement later on Hoover’s
demand that he submit evidence
on his charges or publicly retract
them,

The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation chief particularly resented
Dr. Howard's publicized state-
ment, in regards to three recent

. slayings, that:

“We must find out why south-
ern investigators of the FBI can't
seem te solve a crime where a
Negro is involved.”
| FULL INVESTIGATION

Hoover said a full and impar-
tial investigation was made in
every case, at the direction of the
Department of Justice, and the
Jepartment decided eivil rights
were not involved,

“You seem to have convenient-.
ly forgoften the work of this hu-
reau which was largely respons:
ible for the virtual elimination of

lyn mcfs,‘ in the south and als
Wway mainly responsible for (k!
bredking up of the Ku Klux Klan

in fhe Carolinas and Georgia,”
Hooter said.

_has failed to find the killers in

mett Till, Reverend George

&

The Negro ecivil rights leader,
after Hoover's letie: had been
Tec w pim, said;

“It is my charge fhat fhe FBI

the recent Mississippi murders.
If that charge is false, then it is
my belief that the murderers of
Rev. Lee and the individuals who
seriously wounded Gus Courts on
Nov. 25 should be brought to jus-
tice.”

OUT OF STATE

In his capacity as president of
the National Medical Assoeciation,
Dr. Howazd has been out of Mis-
sissippi for some weeks and ex-
pects to be travellmg most of the
year.

The Negro phys:c:an heads
Friendship Clinic in Mound Bay-
ou, the nation's only all-Negro
town, located in the Mississippi
Delta, about 70 miles south of
Memphis,

Dr. Howard recently sold his
720-acre plantation near Mound
Bayou for about $150,000, but still

heads Friendship Clinic and owns

other real estate in the area,

“The situation in Mississippi at
the present timie caused me to
make the sale,” he told newsmen.
“I don't want to have all my
eggs in one basket.” .

Hoojer's letter wag released by
the FPBI regional headquarterg in
Memithis,

The] “intemperate and baseless
charges’” it cited were in connec-

tion with the “slayings of Em-
e85-
lefr Lee and Lamar Smith.”

oover said Dr. Howard appar-
erfly had no knowledge of how
the FBI works and pointed® out
“full iinvestigations in eivil rights
caseg are conducted only at the
direction of the Department of
Justice.

“The FBI is not a policy-mak-
ing organization, and we mere-
ly conduct a fair and impartial
investigation and submit the re-
sults of such investigation to the
criminal division of the Depart-
ment of Justice. -

FAIR AND PROMPT

“This bureau is doing every-
thing within the scope of exjst-
ing| legislation in civil rights mjat-
terf and our fair and prompt fin-
vegtigations have done much|to
inctease public respect for d
consciousness of civil rights.”
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FBI HEAD REPLIES
T0FALSE CLATHS

Mississippian Said Agency'
Not Able to Solve Crime
If Negro Is Involved

MEMPHIS, Jan, 18 ()—FB
Chief J. Edgar Hoover tocl:a,yr‘;au:'E
cused a fiery Negro leader of
“false and irresponsible’ charges
against the FBI's . handling of
several Mississippi racial kill-
ings.

In a letter to Dy T: R. M.

president of the Mississippi Re-
glonal Council of Negro Leader-
ship, Hoover said: '

“I do not ‘propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go unchallenged.”
= Reached in Los Angeles, Dr.
Howard told the (Memphis)
Commercial Appeal he would
have a full statement later on
Hoover's demand that he submit
evidence on his charges or pub-
licly retract them,

The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation chief partienlarly resent-

ed Dr, Howard's publicized state-
ment, in regard to three recent
slayings, that:

“We must find out why South-
ern investigators of the WBI
can’'t seem' to solve a crime where
a Negro is involved.”

Hoover said a full and im-
bartial investigation was made
In every case, at the direction
of the Department of Justice,

epartment decided civil|

a
Tights wéte not involved =l

FEB 14 1956 Y

- Burcau's Work Cited |
“You seem to have convenient-|
ly forgotten the werk of ‘his
bureau which was largely re-
Sponsible for the virtual elimina-/
tion of lynchings in the South
and also was mainly responsible
for the breaking up of the Ku-
Klux Klan in the Carolinas and
Georgia,” Hoover said. )

The Negro civil rights leader,
after Hoover's letter had been
read to him, said:

“It is my charge that the FBI
has failed to find the killers in
the recent Mississippi murders,
If that charge is false, then it
18 my belief that the murderers
of Reverend Lee and the individ-
uals who seriously wounded Gus
Courts on Nov, 25 should be
brought to justice.”

In his capacity as president of
the National Medical Assn., Dr,
Howars has heen out of Missis-
sippi for some weeks and expects
to be traveling most of the year.

The Negro physician heads
Friendship Clinic in Mound
Bayou, the nation’s only all-Ne-
gro town, located in the Missis-
sippi Delta, about 70 miles south
of Memphis.

Dr. Howard recently sold his
720-acre plantation near Mound
Bayou for about $150,000, bhut
still owns other real estate in
the area. ;

“The situation in Mississippi
at the present time caused me
to make the sale,” he told news-
men. “I don't want to have all
my eggs in one hasket.”

Hoover's letter was released by
the FEI regional headquarters in
Memphis. |

The *“intemperate and baseless|
charges” it cited were in connec-
tion wit?z the “slayings of Em-

mete—=3 Rev. George Wesley

Lee and Lamar Smith.®
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Tells critic: Give facts—

~FBI chief diSbUTQS

ey

!
‘ i f
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race bias in probes.

MEMPHIS, Jan. 19—(#P)—FBI Boss J. Edgar Hogver
has sharply criticized a Negro leader who says the FBI
oesn’t try very hard when probing a racial killing.

In a letter to Dr. T. R. M"Howard of Mound Baydy,

Miss., Hoover said Howar
or retract his “intemperate
and baseless charges.”

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go unehallenged,” said
the letter, made public last.night
vy FBI regional headquarters
ere.

«l_EDGAR HOOVER . \REACHED IN YLos Angeles,
Critic challenged oward said his statements were
= & 9€9 “based on reports brought to me
[y responsible Negroes in the
7arious ‘sections of -Mississippi.”
Howard said he would make a
nore  extensive statement after
1e received and studied the
etter.

. He is president of the Missis-
iippi Regional Council of Negro
Leadership and the National
Medical Assn. He has been out
of Mississippi several weeks at-

tending to NMA duties.
The director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, in his let-
ter, cited in particular Howard’s

publicized=statement t hat:
~ "We must

e

should either give evidence

thern investigators of the FBI
can't seem to solve a crime
where a Negro is involved.”

Hoover said a full and im-
partial investigation, to see if
civil rights were violated, was
made in every Mississippi slay-
ing mentioned by Howard. |

The department decided no
civil rights were involved in two
of the cases, he added. The de-
cision on the third, the death of
thtedRev. G. W. Lee, was not
‘cited,

HOOVER ALSO accused How-
ard of making a very serious
charge when he said, as quoted
in the Chicago American:

“Confidential information usu-
ally leaks from the local FBI of-
fices and witnesses in Negro
slayings are subjected to pres-
sures as a result.” 1 |

FBI files are confidential, s3id

Hoover. “l feel compelled |to
request that you submit sugh
evidence as you have to sustdin

find out why Sou-
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E_ t you issue a public retrac-
idn,

oover said Howard seems t
“halbe conveniently forgotten th
work of this bureau which wa
largely responsible for the virtua
elimination of lynching in the
South and also was mainly re-
sponsible for the breaking up of
the Ku Klux Klan in the Caro-
linas and Georgia.”

THE KILLINGS that stirred
Howard's criticism were those of
the Rev. Lee, the shooting of La-
mar Smith and the kidnaping of
Emmett Till.

The Rev. Lee was found dying
in his wrecked car in Belzoni last
May 7. Leaders of the National

Assn. for the Advancement of
Colored People said he was shot!
as he drové along the street,
_Lamar Smith also was active in
civil rights work. He was shot
down in Brookhaven's downtown
Square last Aug. 13. A grand jury
said it could find no witnesses,
Till, a 14-year-old Chicago
€gro, was snatched from his
cle’s home near Money after
allegedly wolf-whistling at\a
ite woman and making “ih-
SWlting” remarks, The woman
sband and brother-in-la
Were acquitted of a charge the

murdered Till. A grand jury ye-
fused to indict on the kidrap
charge.

Dr Howard is one ¢f L:\%sttp'
itizens of Mound Baybu
(pop.: 1330), the nation’s only all-
Negro town, located about 70
miles south of Memphis in the
Mississippi Delta. -

He heads a clinie there gand
owns considerable real esfate.
However, he  recently sold
720-acre pIanfation for abof\it
$150,000, i
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Of Falsities By Hoover
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MEMPHIS — (AP) — FBI ment, in regards to three recent
Chief J. Edgar Hoover Wednes- slayings, that:
day accused a fiery colored lead-| “We must find out why South-
er of “false and irresponsible”|ern investigators of the FBI can’t
charges against the FBI's han- seem fo solve a crime where a
dling of several Mississippi racial Negro is involved”
killings, : No Violations

In a letter to Dr. T. R. M.l Hogyer said a full and im-

CQ Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss., | partia] investigation was made

President of the Mississippi|in every case, at the direction of
Regi.onal Council of Negro Lead- the Department of Justice, and
ership, Hoover said: the department decided civil

“I do not propose to permit rights were not involved.
false charges made against this| “you seem to have convenient-

bureau to go unchallenged.” ly forgotten the work of this e
Reached in Los Angeles, Dr. bureau which was' largely rye- ? b Lo Lo 2. WG

Howard told the “(Memphis) | sponsible for the virtual eliminaz WOR D A s gl

Commercial Appeal he woulditlo_n of lynch;ngg; in the So_u_tl f | rer REGORDEE

have a full statement later on|and also was mainly responsibls MNaT e =

Hoover’s demand that he submit for the breaking up of the K 126 4AN 81 956

evidence on his charges or pub-|Klux Klan in the Cflrollnas an

licly retract them, Georgia,” Hoover .said,

: The colored civil rights leader,
The Federal Bureau of Investi- ¢ .
gation chief particularly resented:;‘ngf tglg?;m ’Ssaiclﬁtter had been
4Dr. Howard’s publicized state “It is my J4::1151_rgce that the FBI
Ras failed to find the. killers in
the recent Mississippi. murders.
If'that charge is false, then it is
my belief that the murderers of
| Reverend Lee and the individuals)
i\vho seriously wounded Gus
i Courts on Nov. 25 should be
brought to justice.”
{ Year's Travels
’ In his capacity as presldent of
{the National Medical Association,
lDr. Howard has been out of Mis-

1 |sissippi for some weeks and ex-
TGP CLIPRIN . | pects to be traveling most of the
TER . S > ihi £ year.
Dr"-!ﬁb+—_' : G ' The colored physician heads
FRGM P "‘)—b"\‘-l"' '.:-\"ri\ Friendship . Clinie in Mound
AND: INEHALER

YT il Bayou, the wnation’s only all|
MARKED FILE colored town, located in the Mis-
sissippi delta, about 70 miles|
south of Memphis,

Dr. Howard recently sold hi
20-acre plantation near Moun
ayou for about $150,000, bu
tll ewns other real estate in thés/

s "’ rea. ,




“The sltuation in Migsissippi
ay the present time caused m
i make the sale,” he told news]|
nfen. “I don’'t want to have a
niy eggs in one basket.”

Hoover’s letter was released by
the FBI regional headquarters in

| Memphis.

The “intemperate and hasele
charges” it cited were in connec
tion with the “slayings of Em-
mett Till, Reverend George Wes- - Two Acquitted
ley Isee and Lamar Smith. " In a trial that attracted in

Lack of Knowledge ternational attention, the wom

Hoover said Dr. Howard ap-an’s husband and brother-in-la
parently had no knowledge of were aequitted of a charge the
how the FBI works and pointed murdered Till. A grand jury res
out “full investigations in Givilfused to indict on the kidnap
rights cases are conducted onlycharge.
at the direction of the Depart- Lamar Smith, active in trying
ment of Justice. v to get colored to vote, was shot

“The ¥BI is not a policy-mak-down in the town square at
{ng organization, and we merelyBrookhaven last Aug. 13. A

onduct a fair and impartial in-white man was arrested but the
estigdtion ~and  submit the grand jury complained it could
sultsiof such . investigation o not indict because not a witness
he eriminal division of the De-could be found,
partment of Justice, A ' The Rev., Lee, a leader of the

“This bureau is doing every-National Assn. for the Advance-
thing within the scope of exist-ment of Colored People, was
ing legislation in eivil rights mat- found dead May 7 in his wrecked
ters and our fair and prompt in- cdr in Belzoni, NAACP leaders
vestigations have done much tocharged he was shot while driy-
increase public respect for anding along the street,
consciousness of civil rights,” Gus Courts, president of the

Of the cases referred to by NAACP in Belzoni, was seriously
Hoover, the kidnaping of Emmeﬁ; wounded last Nov. 25 by a buck-
Till, a 14-year-old Chicago shot blast fired through the win-
colored boy, is by far the bestdow of his grocery store,
known. Former Gov., Hugh White

Till, visiting an uncle nearurged extensive investigation o

oney, was kidnaped last Aug.the Courts shooting lest the fed

8—four days after he allegedly eral government ‘take action
olf-whistled and made “insult- against Mississippi. Howeve
ing” remarks to a white woman_thezs were few clues.




KOBYER OF FBI ' &

GALLS NEGRO'S
CHARGES FALSE

Memphis, Jan. 18 (3 —
J. Edgar Hoover, head of the
federal bureau of investigation,
today accused a Negro leader
of “false and irresponsible *
charges against the FBI's han-
{;lling of Mississippi racial kill-
ings. P 7|
In a letter to’ Dr. T. R. M. |

|Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss., '

president of the Mississippi'
Regional Council of Negro
Leadership, Hoover said:

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go unchallenged.”
Reached in Los Angeles, Dr.
Howard told the [Memphis]
Commpgreial Appeal he woyld
have A full statement later bhn
Hgo er’s demand that he sfib-
mitfevidence on his chargey or

publicly retract them,

Reporis Full Probes Mage

The FBI chief particularly
resented Dr. Howard's publi-
cized statement, in regards to
three recent slayings, that:

“We must find out why
southern investigators of the
FBI can’t seem to solve a crime
where a Negro is involved.”

Hoover said a full and im-
partial investigation was made
in every case, at the direction
of the department of justice,
and the department decided
civil rights were not involved.

“You seem to have conven-
iently forgotten the work of
this bureau which was largely
responsible for the virtual
elimination of lynchings in the
south and also was mainly re-
sponsible for the breaking up
of the Ku Klux Klan in the
Carolinas and Georgia,” Hoover
said.

Howard is president of the
National Medical association.
He heads Friendship clinic in
Mound Bayou, the nation’s
only all-Negro town, located in
the Mississippi delta, about 70
miles south of Memphis.

The Negro civil rights lead-
er, after Hoover's letter was
read to him by phone, said:

“It is my charge that the
FBI has failed to find the kill-
Ie;rs_in the recent Mississippi
{murders. If that charge is false,
then it is my belief that the
|myrderers of Rev, Lee and the
ingividuals who seriously
wopnded Gus Courts on Nov.
25 )should be brought to jus-
tice.”

Sells $150,000 Plantation

Howard recently sold his 720
acre plantation near Mound
Bayou for about $150,000, but
still owns other real estate in
the area. y

Hoover's letter was released
by the FBI regional headquar-
ters in Memphis.

The “intemperate and base-
less charges ” it cited were in
connection with the “ slayings
of Emmett Till, Rev. George
Wesley Lee and Lamar Smith.”

Hoover said Howard appar-
ently had no knowledge of how
the FBI works and pointed out
that “we merely conduct a
fair and impartial investiga-
tion and submit the results of
such investigation to the erimi-
nal division of the department

of Zustice. y
Till, a yeaf” olaGhicago

Negro visiting an uncle near |

Money, Miss,, was kidndped
last Aug. 28—four days after
he allegedly wolf-whistled dnd
made “insulting” remarks to
a white woman. The woman’s
husbhand and brother-in-law
were acquitted of a charge
that they murdered Till. A
grand jury refused to indict
on the kidnap charge. W

Smith, active in trying to
get Negroes to vote, was shot
down in the town square at
Brookhaven, Miss., last Aug.
13. A white man was arrested
but the grand jury complained
it could not indjet because no
witness could be found.

Lee, a NAACP leader, was
found dead May 7 in hfs
wrecked car in Belzoni, Migs.
NAACP leaders charged pe
was shot while driving al
the street.

:
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Hoover Lashes

Criticism of

FBJ in South | |

MEWMPHIS, Tenn,, Jan. 19 {AR)
—+. Bigar Hoover, director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
has sharply criticized a Negro!
leader who says the FBI doesn't
try very hard when probipg. a
ra;.xal llu_ltltmgi S L

In a letter to Dr. M. Howe-
ard of Mound Bayou, Miss,, Hoover

aid Howard should either give
evidence or retract his “intem-|
perate and baseless charges.”

“I do not propose to permit false
charges made against this Bureau
to go unchallenged,” said the letter,
made public last night by FBI re-
gional headquarters here. :

Reached in Los Angeles, Howard |
told (Memphis) Commgreial
Appeallhis statements were “hased
on repgrts brought to me re-!
sponsibje Negrogs in the vdrious
'section® of Mississippi.” .

. Howard said he would make a
more e€Xtensive statement after he,
received and studied the letter.
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 Director 'J_. Edgar ';Hpovér, ‘qf
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

| tion, has taken Dr. T, R, M.
ward, Mourd Bayou, Miss,
ments  attrib-|

1" lo" tagk “for State
uted to Dr. Howard “in connec-
tion]with the slavings of Em-

et Till, the Rev. George

~Wesley Lee and Lamar Smith.”

-, Dy Howard js a Negro leader |

in Mississippi. adl BT
Hoover referred to a news
LN SR CL B dD ¢

story carried in “The Baltimore

Agents Asked.” '
“You were quoted a$ saying,”
the Hoover lettes said, “‘We
must find eut why Southern in-
vestigators of the FBI can’t
m to solve a crime where a
Négro is involved.’ ” .
-

the FBI's methoc of investigat-
1ing complaints and said:
“This Dbureau is doing every- |
thing within the scope of ex-
isting  legislation  in  civil
Tights matters, and our fair
and prompit investigations
have ‘done much to increase |
~ public respect and conscious-
- ness of eivil rigats, :
“You seem (o have conveni-
ently forgotten the work cf this
bureau which was largely Te-
sponsible for the virtual elimina-

tion of lynchings in the South
and also was mainly responsible
for the breaking up of the Ku-
Klux-Klan in the Carolinas and!

THE NEW ORIEANS ITEM
NEW ORLEANS, IA,
1/19/56

Page 20, Col, Xj 2, 3

50FEB 1105°

! S Till was found
10 the ahatchie River in Mis-
Sissippi on Aug. 31, 1955, the|
available facts concerning this |
case werespresenmted to the Civil' |

Morning Sun,” of Sept, 26, 1955, m
headlined “Probe of South's FBI

HODVER'S LETTER recited

ements Attacked By FBI Chief- !

i%
“Irresponsi 1:1‘35
charges can serye no u:

pose in this eritical period,”
Howard was {olc "‘,"."3"67%
“In fact, they are a

bureau did not conduc
vestigation ._&;iﬁ.v a

mon
do not propose fi
charges made a
bureau to go unchal
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Per memorandum Nichols to Tolson Mr. Harbo ,
1-19-56 reflecting telephone call from Mr. Mohr
Memphis Office 1-19-56, publication of Mr. Parso;
; Dr. T. R. M, Howard's letter received by Rosen
public very favorably. Mr. Tamm
4 : Mr. Sizoo
JJC: Mr. Winterrowd ————

Tele. Room —  ——
Mr. Holloman ————
Miss Gandy

!ﬁChe' H"S__ Mr. McGowan k/
Negro Charges e

MEMPHIS, Jan. 19 (&P) ——FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover Yes-l
terday accused a Negro 1eader[
of “false and irresponsible”
charges against the FBI's han-i
dling of several Mississippi rq.clal
killings. i

. { (
@ In a lefter to Dr. T. .R. M| ‘,-".f'(//
Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss., f) ¢
" president of the Mississippi Re-
. gional Council of Negro Leader-
ship, Mr. Hoover said:

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go.unchallenged.”

Reached in Los Angeles, Dr,|

ward told the Memphis Comf,

ercial-Appeal he would have
fyll statement later on Mr. Ho
vpr's demand that he sub H
evidence on his charges or pub-|
licly retract them. [

Mr. Hoover particularly wJ Wash. Post and
sented Dr. Howard's pubhcmed\

statement, in regard to three Times Herald
recent slayings, that:

: Wash. News —
“We must find out why South-! =
ern investigators of the FB1 Wash. Ster

can't seem to solve a crime where N. Y. Herald —
a Negro is involved.” ({

Mr. Hoover said a full and im- | ribune
partial investigation was made N. Y. Mirror
in every case, at the direction of Daily Worker
the Department of Justice, and|
the' department decided ecivil! : The Worker
rights were not involved. New Leader

“You seem to have conveni-
ently forgotten the work of this
bureau, which was largely re- 75~ 5
sponsible for the virtual elimina- | é / N ) D_qte il 7559 /_ﬁ
tion of lynchings in the South 1 e s
and also was mainly responsible / . p mp@"'
for the breaking up of the Ku a¢
Klux Klan in the Carolinas and / L» .JL 1956
Georgia,” Mr. Hoover said. n/

Dr. Howard is president of tl: \5)(
National Medical . Associaffgld. . A e

e heads Friendship Clini 'I"‘" E=E f--’; 2 105 3

ound Bayou, the Nation’s ornly ; S f - !

\ hD-Negro town, located f thy |
| Mississippi Delta, about 70 miles |
| south of Memphis. |
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MEMPHIS, Jan: 18 () —J. Bd-

lgar Hoover, Federal Bureau of

nvestigation chief, today ac-
cused a Negro leader of “false

and irresponsible” charges |

against the F. B. L's handlipg
of severall Mississippi racial
killings.

In a letter td Dr. T. R. M.|

Howard of Moun(l Bayou, Miss.,
president of the |Mississippi Re-
gional Council of [Negro Leader-
ship, Mr. Hoover laid:

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go unchallenged."

Dr, Howard, reached in Los
Angeles, told The Memphis Com-
mercia] Appeal he would have a
full statement later on Mr. Hoo-
ver's demand that he submit evi-
dence on his charges or publicly
retract them,

Mr., Hoover particularly re-
sented Dr. Howard's publicized
statement, in regard to three re-
cent slayings, that:

“We must find out why
Southern investigators of the
F. B, I. can't seem to solve a
crime where a Negro is in-
volved.”

Mr. Hoove) said a full and im-
paitial inveitigation had leen
male in evel'y case, at the di-
recsion of the Department of
Justice, and |the department: de-
jcided civil rights were not in-
volved.

Mr i
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Tele. Room
Mr. Holloma
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Hoover Sharply Critical-
Ofﬁegro Leader’s Attack
On FBI Probes In South

I.\II":.\IPHIS. Tenn, (M—FBI boss
J. Edgar Hoover has Sharply eriti-
°lzed a Negro leader whe says the
FBI doesn't try very hard when
Probing a racial killing.

In a letter to Dr, T. R. M. How-
ard of Mound Bayou, Miss., Hoover
said Howard should either give evi-
dence or retract his “‘intemperate
and baseless charges.”

"I do not propose to permit false
charges made against this bureau
to go unchallenged,” said the let-
ter, made public last night by FBI
regional headquarters here,

Reached in Los Angeles. Howard
told the (Memphis) Commerecial
Appeal his statements were “based
Ol reports brought to me by re-
sponsible Negroes in the various
sections of Mississippi.’*

ward said he would make a
more extensive statement after he
recgived and studied the letter.

He is president of the Mississippi
Regional Counci] of Negro Leader-
ship and the National Medical
Assn. He has been out of Missis-
sippi several weeks attending the
NMA duties.

The director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, in his letter,
cited in particular Howard's pub-
licized statement that:

‘“We must find out why Southern
investigators of the FBI can’t seem
to solve a crime where a Negro is
involved.'

Hoover said a full and impartial
investization, to see if civil rights
were violated. was made in every
Mississippi slaying mentioned by
Bs wand —

The department decided no eivil
rights were involved in two of the
Cises, he added. The decision on
the third, the death of the Rev.

5 9 FEB 14 1553

G. W. Lee. was not cited.

Hoover also accused Howard of
making a very serious charge when
he said, as quoted in the Chicago
American:

“Confidential information usually
leaks from the local FBI offices
and witnesses in Negro slayings are
subjected to pressures as a result,"

FBI files are confidential, said
Hoover,

“I feel compelled to request that
you submit such evidence as you |
|have to sustain your irresponsible
charge or that you issue a publie
retraction,’”’ he added. |

Hoover said Howard seems to |
‘have conveniently forgotten the
work of this bureau which was
largely responsible for the virtual
elimination of lynching in the
South and also was mainly respon-
sible for the breaking up of the |
Ku Klux Klan in the Carolinag d |

1|Georgia.”

The Killings that stirreq Hlj\v_
ard’s criticism were those of the
| Rev. Lee, the shooting of Lamar |
{ Smith and the kidnaping of Emmett |
Till.

The Rev. Lee was found lying in
wrecked car in Belzoni last May
7. Leaders of the National Asgn.
for, the Advancement of Colored
People said he was shot as he
drove along the street. |

Lamar Smith also was active in
 civil rights work. He was shot down |
in Brookhaven’s downtown square |
last Aug. 13. A grand jury said it |
could find no witnesses. i

Till, a 14-year-old Chicago Negro,
was snatched 'from his uncle’s home
near Money after allegedly wolf-
whistling at a white woman and
making “insulting’’ remarks. The
woman's husband and brother-in-

w were acquitted of a charge
I ey murdered Till. A grand jury
efused to indict on the kidnap
!charge.
| Dr. Howard is one of the best-
known citizens of Mound Bayou
(pop: 1,330), the nation’s only all-
Negro town. located about 70 miles
south of Memphis in the Mississip-
pi Delta.

He heads a clinic there and owns
considerable real estate. How-
ever, he recently sold his 270-acre
plantation for abowt’ $150,000.

‘““The situa in Mississippi at
the present fime caused me to

make the sale,”” he said. T don't
wart—tp—have all my eggs if one
basket.”
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of mett ‘Tlg. the Rev. George
Leé and Lamar Smith, %
‘ Three Slayings Probed .
| The FBI chief said his bureau
' /made a preliminary study of all

Challenged
Slurs at FBI &% S &% veuie

; : leging a civil rights violation. He
Jl"ggMP S (UP);EI‘IBI ngreclsjor said the department later made a
- Kdgar Hoover challenged a Ne- ¢y “investigation of the Lee slay-
jgha’ elvil: zights: leaden llast night, ling. He said there was “no indica-
fo produce evidence to ba‘:kjL“p ition” of a federal violation to press

Negro Lead(e&r
n

Hoover . .

“false and baseless’’s charges| on the Till ar :
¢ : 4.5 in the Till and Smith cases.
g;sFiEI mfl';g,l;}f, i o Hoover said statements in the'
' ‘press attributed to Howard ‘on the
In ,_hletterHreleased by the PBE Bl's investigative role in the
0! S of %gxsgdttggym«”l‘;sl‘;ymurders of Emmett Till and two
&Hﬁ'ﬁﬁ either support or ’retract g%;fgggr%gr?:: tﬁﬂﬁig %'Lml;‘,l:g?
charges the FBI “leaked informa- art.” ] !
Sigls]ixgabiout SR pllnesiin Mis-Z "l;o'n as an American citizen,
Hoover also took Howard to task s:f;e ae:grgvblflgggetofﬁ{yrelflzos‘rg;l";
if?r telling a Negro organization Netter stated.'.“H'owevéi'. I do not
- Wwe must find out why Souther,“ feel you have any right whatsoever
nvestigators for the FBI can’| {to be wrong in your Afa{w particy-
i?em to *!01"31 ad crime:where' g 4 3 when' they e usezin public
SELILS nyolved, stgtements concerning seious mat-
Responsible Reports | lter’s.” i
Howard, reached in Los Angeles,
safd he based his statements on
“aeports brought to me by re p%—
sible Negroes in various sec lons
of Mississippi.” ; _
Howard told the Memphis Com-
mrcial Appeal by long distance he|. o
had not received the ¥BI letter, - et
and would issue a further state-
ment when he had read it.
Hoover said in his letter to g
Howard that if he had any evi- Zl 1
dence of a “leak” of ‘‘confidential {
FBI information “it is your duty
to call it to the atfention of respon-
sible officials of either the FBI or
the Department of Justice.

“From the information available
to me,” Hoover said, “I know of
no such incident.”

Of the charge Southern FBI
agents can’t seem to solve a Negro
slaying, Hoover pointed out that
it is the FBI's duty merely to in-
vestigate reports of alieged civil
rights violations and report their
findings td the Justice Department. |

Hoover referred specifically to
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‘Bl CHIEF HITS

IPROBE
Count s Made 1 s et wiiendn
By Mississippi
- Civil' Leade

tinued on

b e e T
vesfigate reports of alleged ivil
rights violations and report thei
fingings to the Justice Department
oover referred specifically tc
three Negro slayings—the murders
- of Emmett Till, the Rev. George
\ A Lee and Lamar Smith.
MEMPHIS (UP)—FBI Director Three Slayings Probed
J Edgar Hoover challenged a Ne- The FBI chief said his bureau
ero civil rights leader last night made a preliminary study of all
produce evidence to back UP three cases, as it always does
“‘false and baseless” charges OR when it receives a complaint 1l-
thge FBI's handling of Negro kill- Jeging a civil rights violation, He
ings in Mississippi. said the department later made a
In a letter released by the FBI fui “investigation of the Lee slay-

il is the . FBI‘s du
Cominut S3 FIISEEY o in-

offjce) here, Hoover told Dr. T. R. inf. He said there was “no indica-
M Howard of Mound Bayou, 5., tign” of a federal violation to press
he- either support or retract in the Till and Smith cases.
charges the FBI “leaked’ informa- Hoover said statements in the
tion about Negro slayings in MiS~ press attributed to Howard on the
& sippi. FBI’s investigative role in the
Hoover also took Howard to task murders of Emmett Till and two
for' felling a Negro organization other Negroes ‘“reflect a complete
“we must find out why Southern disregard for the facts on your
investigators for the FBI can't part.”
seem to solve a crime where & «yoy as an American citizen,
Negro is involved.” have every right to exr -~ your-
. Responsible Re;. ‘ts self as you see fit,”” Hoover’s
~ Howard, reached in Los Angeles, letter stated. “However, I do not
said he based his statements on feel you have any right whatsoever
“‘reports brought to me by respon- to be wrong in your facts, particu-
sible Negroes in various sections laify when they are used in puplic
of Mississippi.”’ sti - ents concerning serious njat-
Howard told the Memphis Com. te1s.”
mercial Appeal by long distance he
had nof received the FBI letter,
and would issue a further state«
ment when he had read it.
Hoover said in his letter to
Howard that if he had 'any evie
dence of a “leak” of ‘“confidential”
FBI information “it is your duty

| Mr. Belmont____ |

T
0 M. Ma:«:omt 1y
i Mr. Mohr :

Mr. Parsor§

Mr. Rosen.
Mr. Pamm

ase__

to call it to the attention of respon- e T
sible officials of either the FBI or
the Department of Justice.
“From the information available
to Jme,” Hoover said, “I know of
nogsuch incident.” %
e e e {on
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LE OF FBI DEFENDE

NEGRO LEADER ACCUSED OF FALSE
CHARGES BY HOOVER.

In Letter to Dp, T. B. M, How-
ard, Bureau Chief Says Mis-
sissippi Racial Deaths
Properly Probed.

Memphis, Jan., 18.(AP)—J.
Edgar Hoover, FRI chief, today|
accused a Negro leader of “false
and  irresponsible” charges f\
against the FBI's handling of
several Mississippi racial kill-

ings.

| inia N etfer S toR DR NI RS M:

@) HOW«':\iI‘d tOf fMﬁllmdMliayou, Mfﬁs, Kansas City Times
president o e Mississippi re- . N .
gional council of Negro leader- Kansas City, Missouri
ship, Hoover said: January 19, 1956

“l do not propose to permit
false. charges made against this
bureau to go unchallenged.”

The Federal, Bureau of Investi-
gation chief particularly re-
sented Dr. Howard's publicized
statement, in regards to three re-|
cent slayings, that:

“We must find out why south-
ern investigators of the FBI
can't seem to solve a erime where
a Negro is involved.”

Hoover said a full and im-
partial investigation was made|
in every case, at the direction of
the Department of Justice, and
the department decided civil
rights were not involved.

“You seem to have conven- _‘,’__
iently forgotten,” Hoover said, N Py S A 7
“the work of this bureau which| |0 & v e

was largely responsible for the!
virtual elimination of lynchings
irjthe South and also was main|y
rgsponsible for the breaking
off the Ku Klux Klan in the Ca

lijas and Georgia.” %
TOP CLIPPING ; -
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| FBI Chief o el

¢ Miss !'J:,L.;*J,},"“.,

Raps Charge e

| i~ -
by Negr N ' ?r
0 m
WASHINGTON, Jan. 19.—{#—
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
today accused a Negro leader of y

“false and irresponsible” charges.
against the FBI's handling of
several Mississippi racial kill-
ings. - Gios Ludowy

Michigan Editor-The Worker

he Daily Worker
larodna Volya
Romanul American
P'-tr-iv- }

1T{E9

In a letter to Dr. T. R. M. (( ;

/ Howard, of Mound Bayou, Miss:, "
" president of the Mississippi Re- {)
gional Council of Negro Leader- ()
()
()
()
)

= —

ship, Hoover said:

“I do not propose to permit
false charges made against this
bureau to go unchallenged.”

RESENTS STATEMENT

Reached in Los Angeles, Dr,
Howard said he would have a
full statement later on Hoover's
demand that he submit evidence
on his charges or publicly re-
tract them.

The FBI chief particularly re-
sented Dr. Howard's publicized
statement, in regard to three
recent slayings, that:

“We must find out why south-
ern investigators of the FBI
can’t seem to Solve a crime,
where a Negro is involved.” 1

Hoover said a full and impar-
tial investigation was made in
every case, at the direction of
the Department of Justice, and
the department decided civil
‘rights were not involved,

1
HEADS CLINIC |
“You seem to have conveni-

HalaTHis - ently forgotten the work of this 4
PPiNG ; ; . &
TOPrCLl /”_ e bureau which was largely re- (o = 5 ' & T
DATED /—£ 7~ —— .., sponsible for the virtual elimi-
FROM ATh) ffe tiz natiogl of lynchings in the South §
crovEn £ ANy IMTIALED and also was mainly responsible - LAY
MARKED FILE ARD INITiLE for the breaking up of the Ku| e

Klux Klan in the Carolinas and'
Georgia,” Hoover said.

Howard is president of the Na-
tional Medical Association. He
heads Friendship Clinic in!

ound Bayou, the nation’s only

- Wal-Negro town, loca in the
MisSissippi delta, about miles
south” of Memphis.

L/
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- of several Mississippi racial|

& ward of Mound Bayou, Miss.,|.

I T ”'*‘*‘-—-,,-, — X e = .,,_

HOOVER SEES F. B. I.
FALSELY AccUs

4 it T T

: MPHIS, Jan, 18 (p)—J. K-,

Ear Hoover, Federal Bureau 0f

Investigation chief, today ac-|

cused a Negro leader of “false|’

and  irresponsible” charges|;
against the F. B, 1§ handling

killings,
In a Jetter to Dr. T _R..M.

President of the Mississippi Re-
gional Council of Negro Leader-
ship, Mr, Hoover said:

“I do not propose to permit|
false charges made against this|
bureau to 8o unchallenged.”

Dr, Howard, reached in Los
Angeles, told The Memphis Com-|.
mercial Appeal he would have a|,
full statement later on Mr. Hoo-
ver's demand that he submit evi-
dence on his charges or publicly |,
retract them, :

Mr. Hoover particularly re-|
sented Dr, Howard's publicized |-
statement, in regard to three re- |
Zent slayings, that: - ;

“We must find out why!.
Southern investigators of the|.
E. B. 1. can't seem to solve a|,
trime where a Negro is in-|
volved.” 1
' Mr. Hoover said a full and im-|,
partial investigation had been
made in every case, at the di-
rectibn of the Department gf
Tustice, and the department dg-
:ic}e civil rights were not ii-
volvdd,
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Hoover Challenges
Negro’s FBI Attack

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—P)—FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover has
challenged a Negro civil rights leader to produce evidence to
back up “false and baseless” charges on the FBI's handling Df

ISSISSIPPI SLAYINGS ‘

Negro killings'in Mississippi,

In a letter released Wednes- | rights violations and repo
day night by the FBI office |their findings to the JustlceD
‘here, Hoover told Dr. T. R. M. |pgrtment.

.ijg}}lard of Mound Bayou, Miss., | * oo

he should either support or re-| {HOOVER referred specifically

| T 1
tract charges that the FBI; to three Negro slayings — the E RHEEAGB DA%LY NEW&
3 A murders of Emmett Till, 14, of

“leaked” information about Ne-

. ; 3 o v | Chicagn; the Rev. George Lee oy
gro slayings in M1551§5mpl— land Lamar Smith. | CITY Ed&tlﬂn
® x % The FBI chief said his bu-
HOOVER ALSO took Howard | °80 made a preliminary Date January 19, 1956
to task for telling a Negro or-| Study of all three cases. He
ganization, “We must find out| 53id the department later Page 10 Coi 2
why Southern investigators for| Made a full investigation of

‘the FBI can't seem to solve a| fhe.Lee slaying.
crime where a Negro is in-| He said there was “no indica-
volved.” tion"” of a federal violation to
Howard, reached in Los An- |Press in the Till and Smith s
zeles, said he based his state- |Cases. . ; ILE
ments on “reports brought to Hoover said statements in
me by responsible Negroes in |the press aftributed to Howard
various sections of Missis- |oR the FBI's investigative rol

1- ‘.'

ippi.” ir the murders of Emmett Til}

Hoover pointed out that it is [ 2]d two other Negroes ‘“reflec{ fil 9p

e FBI's duty merely to in-|? complete cl:‘:leg.:;wd for th /

vestigate reports of alleged civil faets Iy onT part.

> CLpP : it By L )2 A7 FBI - CHICAGO
L e loy 2y - "—::t-—"“‘““ JANTY 1856
D‘g‘]:g‘___-___—-—-—-_""" - MNOT RI
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FBI Chief
~ Raps Negro's

Till Charges |

MEMPHIS, Jan. 19 &)—

accused a Negro leader o
“false and irresponsible
leharges against the FBI
handling of several Mississip
racial killings.

| In a letter to Dl BE M.

Miss., president of the Missis-
sippi Regional Council of
|Negro Leadership, Hoover
said: }

FBI chief J. Edgar Hooyer has :‘

ized statement, in regards to|
three recent slayings, that:
“We must find out wh
Southern investigators o
the FBI can’t seem to solvé
) a erime where a Negro i
. involved.” ¢
Hoover's letter noted that
Howard, as quoted by THE
CHICAGO AMERICAN, once said;:
“Confidential information
usually leaks from the local
TBI offices and witnesses in
Negro slayings are subjected
| to pressures as a result.” i
This is a serious charge,
‘Hoover said, as FBI informa-'

tion is confidential. A
|

FULL PROBE MADE i
Hoover said a full investiga-|
tion was made in every case,;

R. M.lat the direction of the Depart-
Howard of Mound Bayou, ment of Justice, and the de-E

partment decided civil rights

were not involved, He said:
“You seem to have con-

veniently forgotten the work

\
“I do not propese to per= .
mit false charges made |
against this bureau to go |
unchallenged.”

largely responsible for the
virtual elimination of lynch=
ings in the South and also

Reached in Los Angeles, Dr.. was mainly responsible for
Howard told the: Memphis} the breaking up of the Ku
Commercial Appeal he would Kiux Klan in the Carolinas
have a full statement later on| and Georgia.” _‘
Hoover’s demand that he sub-| The “intemperate and base-
it evidence on his chargepiless charges” Hoover citgd’
publicly retract them. | iwere in connection with tiie
FSENTS SLUR *,slayings of Chicagoan Emmeft

4 i 'Till, the Rev. George Wesl
| ¥ The FBI chief particularly ’ !
resented Dr. Howard's public- Lee and Lamar Smith,

of this bureau which was \
!
|
|

C(ED FILE AND INITIALER
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HOOVERASSAILS
~ NEGRO'S CHARGE

FBI Chief Replies to Re- *
Amarks of NAACP Lead

Charges made against the fed-
eral bureau of investigation by a
Negro leader of Mound Bayou,
Miss., were branded “intemperate
and baseless’’ Wednesday by John
Edgar Hoover, EBI director.

‘Hoover made his cor;ﬂzents in a
tter to Dr, T. R. M. Howard,
under of Friendship hospital in
Tound Bayou and an active work-
er in the National Association for
‘the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple. « .
The ‘FBI director cited news-
paper reports of statements made
by Dr. Howard criticizing the bur-
eau's handling of investigations
into slayings of Negroes Emmett
Till, Rev. George Wesley Lee and
Lamar Smith, ;
“Your statements as reported by
the press pertaining to the FBI re-
flect @ -complete disregard of the
facts on your part,”’ Hoover wrote.
“You, as an American citizen,
hafe every right to express youwf
seff as you see {it; however, I
nok feel that you have any rigit )
whatsoever -to be”wrong in yoyr
facts, particularly when they are
used in public statements concern-
ing serious matters.” : . _
In connecion with the three slay- | (L el —— —
ings, Dr. Howard reportedly said 3¢ A el
in Baltimore that ‘‘we must find i s ey 56
’ , out why Southern investigators of J R i
R == the FBI can't seem to solve a
FROM £zi# e/t 4 crime where-a-dezxp is involved,”
ARKED FILE AlD (il according to Hoover.
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I each ‘gase, Hoover said, the
¥BI condué%‘d%tigaﬁous and
turned the information over to the
Justice department. No further
probes were ordered by the depart-
ment he said.

Hoover Juoted Dr. Howard as
saying in Chicago that ‘“‘confiden-
tial information usually leaks from
the local FBI offices and witness-
es in Negro slayings are subjected
to pressures as & result.”

“from the information avyailable
to me,” Hoover wrote, “I know
‘of no such incident, and therefore
feel compelled to request that you
submit such evidence as you have
to  sustain your irresponsible
charge or that you issue a public
retraction.” ‘

He said that if Dr. Howard were |

inicrested “in the truth as to tge
manner in which this buredu hgs
discharged its responsibilities [n

y area, you would have mage
quiry through responsible chdn-
els which are open to every cit-

zen before making your intemper-
ate and baseless charges."

Reached in Los Angeles, Dr.
Howard, after Hoover's letter had
heen read to him, said, according
to the Associated Press:

«It is my charge that the FBI
has failed to find the killers in
the recent Mississippi murders.
If that charge is false, then it is
my belief that the murderers of
Reverend Lee and the indﬁividuals
who seriously wounded Gus|
Courts on Nov. 25 should be |
brought to justice.”

In his capacity as president of
the National Medical Association,
Dr. Howard has been out of Mis-
sissippi for some, weeks and ex-
pects to be traveling most of the
year, —
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FBi Chief —

Hits Back At

Negro Critie
Southern Leader (e
Accysed of False
Charges by Hoover

I\_/IEMPHIS! Jan, 18 (®)—_FR1"
Chief J, Edgar Hoover today
accused g Negro leader of
“false and irre S P o n sible”
charges against the. FBI's
handling of several Mississippi
racial killings, A

In.a letter to D RTRRENT
Howard of Mound Bayou,
Miss., president of the Missis-
sippi Regional Council of Ne-
Bro Leadership, Hoover said:.

“I do not propose to permit
alse charges made against
his bureau to go wunchal-

nged.” : /

Reached in Los Angeles, Df.

oward told the (Memphi
gommercial Appeal he wou
ave a full statement later o
Hoover's demand that he subl-
mit evidence on his charges or
publicly retract them,

Thée Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation chief particularly
resented Dr. Howard's pub-
licized statement, i regards
to three recent slayings, that:

We must find out why
Southern investigators of the
FBI can't seem to solve a
crime where a Negro is in-
Volved.” .

' Hoover said a full and im-
bartial investigation was made
i nevery case, at the direction

J,of the Department of Justice,

and the 'department decided
civil rights were not involyed,

“ou seem to have conveni-
ently forgotten the work of
this bureau which was largely
responsible  for the virtual
elimination of lynchings in the
South and also was mainlyre-
sponsible for the breaking up
of the Ku Klux Klan in the
Carolinas and Georgia,”
Hoover sait————= ‘
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00Ver T: raps
Negro leader’s
affack on FBI

MEMPHIS, Jan, 18 (® — FBI
Chief J, Ec‘-ar Hoover foday ac-
cused a Negro leader of ““false and
irresponsible’” charges against the
FBI's handling pf several M15515-
sippi racial killings,

In a letter to Dr, T, R. M. How-
of Mound Bayou, Miss., pres-
it of the Mississippi Regiofal
Cogncil of Negro Leadership, Hdy-
er gaid:
do nof propose to permit falke

v (Continued on Page Four) |
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(Continued from Page éne) ‘
charges made against this burehu.
to go unch&llenged L

Reached in Los Angeles Dr.
Howard told the Memphis Com-
mercial Appeal he would have a
full statement later on Hoover’s,
demand that he submit ewdence on
his charges .or publicly retract
them

* The FBI chief particularly Te-
‘sented Dr. Howard's pubhct"ed
Statement, in regards to three re;
cent slayings, that:

!'We must find out why ‘Southern
'mvesﬁgators of the FBI can't
seem fo solve a crime wiere a
Negro is involved.” ‘

FULL, mw;smamnopr

Hoover said a full and impﬂ.rhal
investigation was made in every
case, at the direction of the De-
partment af Justice, an
partment decided_‘civil rights were
not involved.

“You seem to have conveniently
forgotten the work of this bureau

ings.in the South and also was

d the de-|

which was largely responsible for|
|the virtual elimination of lynch-

mainly responsible for the breaking
up of the Ku Klux Klan in the
Carolinas and Georgia,” Hoovar‘
said.

Howard is president of the Na-
tional Medical Assn. He heads
|Friendship Clinie in Mound Bayol!.'
‘an all-Negro town, located in the
Mississippi Deuta, about 70 mlles
south of Memphls.

LETTER READ .~ ' i

The Negro civil rights Ieader,
after Hoover's letter was read to
‘him by the Commercial Appeal,
said:

“It is my charge that the FBI
has failed to find the killers in
the recent Mlss:ssxppi murders. If'
that charge is false, then it is my
behef that the murders of Rev.!
Lee and the individuals who seri-|

ously woun%urts on Nov. |
125 should be brought'to justice.’’

Mr. To
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Hoovei-Critical

. MEMPHIS, Tenn. (#—J. Edgar
Hoover, director of the Federal i
Bureau of Investigation, has sharp- '
ly criticized a Negro leader who|
says the FBI doesn’t try very
hard when probing a racial killing.
/| In a letter to Dr. T. R. M.
Howard of Mound Bayou, Miss.,
Hoover said Howard should either
give evidence or retract his ‘“in-
temperate and baseless charges.”

*“I do not propose to permit false
charges made against this bureau
to go unchallenged,” said the let-
ter, made public last night by FBI
re:lg{mrnal_ll headquarters here.

eached in Los Angeles, How-

ard told the Memphis Commercial Charlotte News
Appeal his statements were “based Charlotte, N.C.
on reports brought to me by re- 1-19-56
sponsible Negroes in the various
sections. of Mississippi.”

Howard said he would make a
more extensive statement after he
received anG s.adics the letter.

C

AN "_‘:“!-ﬂ" ;' . Ay = / 4 5 .‘ . ™

SOFEB 11958



FBI Chief Raps Negro Leader's ||

Criticism of Mississippi Probes

By the United Press. must find out wmshy Southern

MEMPHIS, Jan. 19.—FBI Di-|investigators for '.‘i}e FBI can’t
rector J. Edgar Hoover chal- §\eem to sr?l\‘ela (c‘inple where a
| fil Negro is involved.
lenged a Negro -civil rights Dr. Howard, rekched in Los

leader to produce evidence to

i Angeles, said he based his
back up “false and baseless”| . foments on “reports brought
charges on the FBI s handling|i, e by responsible Negroes
of Negro killings ni Mississippi. in various sections of Missis-

In a letter released last night sippi.”
by the FBI office here Mr. Dr. Howard told the Mem-
H_om-m- told Dr. T. R How-l,his  Commercial Appeal by
ard of Mound Bayou, Miss., he phone he had not received the
5}.1‘3“1(1 either support or re-\ppy jetter and would issue a
tract charges that the FBIfp por statement when he had
leaked” information about Ne-( .4 it
gro slayings in Mississippi. Mr. Hoover said in his letter
Defends Statement. to Dr. Howard that if he had
Wr. Hoover also took Dr.fany evidence of a “leak” of
Iaward to task for telling af‘confidential” FBI information
Ilelfro organization that “wel“it is your duty to call it to the

an\f\

< %1FERE ‘256

attention of responsible _ offi-
cials of either the FBI or the
Department of Justice.

“From the information avail-
able to me,” Mr. Hoover said,
“I know of no such incident.”

Hoover Cites Role.

Of the charge that Southern
FBI agents can't seem to solve
a Negro slaying, Mr. Hoover
pointed out that it is the FBI's
duty merely to investigate re-
ports of alleged civil rights
violations and report their
findings to the Justice Depart-
ment.

Mr. Hoover referred specif-
ically to three Negro slayings
—the murders of Emmett Till,
the Rev. George Lee and La-
mar Smith.

The FBI chief said his bu-
reau made a preliminary study
of all three cases, as it always
does when it receives a com-

plaint alleging a civil rights!

violation. He said the depart-
ment later made a full investi-
gation of the Lee slajy
said there was “no indication!
of a federal violation to press
in the Till and Smith cases..
Mr. Hoover said statements
in the:press attributed to Mr.
Howar{ on the FBI's investipa-
tived rale in the murders of
Emmett Till and two othif
Negjoes “reflect a compldfa
disregard for the facts on yoh
part.”
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i Qirgé of§ ,.&Bé,gat’ Hoover, Qf story carried i
the ﬁzde\rql‘ ureau of Inyestigs- Morning Snn,
tmn, has taken Dr. T. R. M. headlined “Pl‘ob(e of

lﬂ:dnd Bayou;.'_ 55| Agents Asked.”
sk fof_statements' : trib-|  “You were quoted a
ted 1o Dr. T—I’oward “in co_ihmec— ' the Hoover lefter said, **

:twm wi-lg}l’ihe §layin€s qum must find out why Southern '

‘-in’id Jf.am th | vestigators of the FBI
r. Ho _l?d“iﬁ e NGSTD leaQer seem to mlve a gnme whate .
i lliss:ssr.ppk LA Negro Is involved” e

Heover, référred to a news AR )
i HOOVER’S LE'ITER recited
the FBI's method of investigat-
ing complaints and said:
~ “This bureau is doing every-
: thing within the scope of ex-
“isting legislation in ecivil
\nghls matters, and our fair
and prompt investigati ons‘
| have done much to inc
~ public respect and conscwus- |
~ ness of civil Tignts,
“You seem to have convem- ' <
| ently forgotten the work cf t:hls \ L’

lbureau which was largely re-
- sponsible for the virtual elumna- l 4
' tion of lynchings in the South LM
and also was mainly responsible q)r,u
' for the breaking up of the Ku- ;
. Klux-Klan in the rolmas and

Georgm 2
. » J N1y |
CONCERNING the Till casé;‘
Hoover said:

| “As you will recall, wher, the

body of Emmett Till was i\pund =
in the Tallahatchie River in Mis- ﬁé&/ 024 ’%2=/;/

sissippi on Aug. 31, 1955, the
available facis l‘iu':oncermng this NOT RECORDESH
_case were presented to the Civil 138 JBY .. K 358
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ivil Rights Study Should Fix )
L 5. Line of Action, lke Says

By TED PQSTON
President Eisenhower

civil rights violations in the South should determine when and where the Attorney Gen-

eral should act in such cases.

The President had been. asked
by a Post reporter at his Wash-|:

ington press conference:

. “You have recommended that

& commission study acts of vio-

lence against Negroes in certain
states. Have you discussed this

with Attorney General Brownell

and the FBI? Isn’t this really one

of their functions?”

The President said he didn't
believe that he had specifically
mentioned Negroes in his mas-
But he said
he wanted the commission to

sage to Congress.

nd out the lines of responsibili-

|& for the federal government
| yhere violations of civil rights

| dceur.

The President was mistaken in
irecalling that he did not mention

said today that his proposed

pravs

AN

See Editorial on Page 25.

Negroes, for his
gress said:

“It is disturbihg that in some
localities allegatjons persist that
Negro citizens are being deprived
of the right to vote and likewise
being subjected to unwarranted
economic pressures.

“I recommend that the sub-
stance of the charges be thor-
oughly examined by a bi-partisan
commission created by Congress.
It is hoped that such a commis-
sion will be established promptly
so that it may arrive at findings
which can receive early consider-
atirn.”

essage to Con-

o

102-/04

| political involvement” in FBI Di-

Meanwhile, Dr. T.\R. M.
ard, prominent MISsiSsippl Negro

]
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federal commission to study:

leader, said there must be ‘‘some

rector Hoover’s attack on him for
statements he made about the un-
punished killings of three Ne-
groes.

“It is a little hard to under-
stand why he wished to_appar-
ently make a personal attack on
me instead of rounding up the
Lkillers in Mississippi,” Howard
told The Post from Los Angeles.

He said he would make a full
statement as soon as he had seen
the Hoover letter to him.

Hoover had his letter released
before it reached Howard.

In it, he accused Howard ¢f
making “false and irresponsiblg”
statements. Hoover demandgc
that the Negro leader submit es1

; N. Y.

ULIPPING FROM THE

. e ..n.xl‘..:;&,_. - e e e

DATED. e

FORWARDR !:) ‘ 4
-
7y 7%

Y N.Y,.DI

S

VISION

y.

/ V|
£ oy
(1744 4

‘.”g"f

S hd

T

NOT RCCORArS
158 JoN < 1958
AN A

s e
g,




dence of his charges or puSHGF| Lee, an NAACP leader, was|Negroes to vote, was shot do
& . found dead May 7 {in Belzoni,|in the town square of Brool

Miss.,, and the NAAPP said he|haven, Miss, on Aug. 13.

Tgtract them.
Howard left no doubt that he
E(tl d not intend to make a retrac-
| 1.
| 'Howard, of Mound Bayou
Miss., president of the Missis-
sippi Regional Council of Negro
Leadership, had said earlier:

“We must find out why South-
ern investigators of the FBI can’t
seem to solve a crime where a
Negro is involved.”

He referred to the murders of
Emmett Till, Chicago boy; the
Rev. George Wesley Lee, and
Lamar Smith.

Hoover's blast was released by
FBI regional headquarters in
Memphis, 70 miles north of the
|all-Negro town of Mound Ba_you.l
! Hoover insisted that a full in-|

ivestigation was made of each of
|the three killings at the direction
EOf the Justice Dept., but the de-
Epartment.deci‘ded no civil rights |
were involved, !

The FBI chief said Howard ap-l
parently had no knowledge of
how the FBI works.

. “The FBI is not a policy-mak-
Ing organization, and we merely
‘conduct a fair dnd impartial in-
vestigation and| submit the re-
isults of such inyestigation to the
{eriminal division of the Dept. of
| Justice,” he said.
" He added:
. “This bureau is doing every-
‘thing within the scope of exist-
‘ing legislation in civil rights mat-
iters and our fair and prompt in-
‘vestigations have done much to
increase public respect for and
;consciousness of civii rights.”
. Howard retorted:

“If all has been done that could
‘have been done, then he would
produce the killers.”

Hoover said the FBI was
“largely responsible for the vir-
tual elimination of lynchings in
the South.

In the Aug. 28 kidnap-slaying
of Till near Money, Miss., two
‘white men, J. W. Milam and Rqy

ryant, were arrested but

uitted. They now are negotigt-

g for the use of their namgs

nd characters in a movie baseéd

n the case.

had been shot to deajh,

white man was arrested but ndt

Smith, active in iying to getfindicted by the grand jury.
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(HOOVER) '
MEMPHIS--FBI DIRECTOR J, EDGAR HOOVER ACCUSED A NEGRO CIVIL RIGHTS k!=
LEADER TODAY OF MAKING "FALSE AND BASELESS® CHARGES AGAINST THE FBI FO L
ITS HANDLING OF NEGRO SLAYINGS IN MISSISSIPPI, ; '
IN A LETTER RELEASED BY THE FBI OFFICE HERE, HOOVER CALLED ON
) OF MOUND BAYOU, MISS., TO SUBMIT EVIDENCE OF
HIS "IRRESPONSIBLE CHARGES OR "ISSUE A PUBLIC RETRACTION,"
HOOVER SAID HOWARD'S STATEMENTS, AS REPORTED BY THE PRESS, OF
THE FBI'S INVESTIGATIVE ROLE IN THE MURDERS OF EMMETT TILL AND
ggggoggg% NEGRCES "REFLECT A CMPLETE DISREGARD FOR THE FACTS ON
A "YOU AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO EXPRESS YOURSELF
AS YOU SEE FIT," HOOVER SAID IN HIS LETTER., "HOWEVER, I DO NOT
FEEL YOU HAVE ANY RIGHT WHATSOEVER TO BE WRONG IN YOUR FACTS
PARTICULARLY WHEN THEY ARE USED IN PUBLIC STATEMENTS CONCERNING
SERIOUS MATTERS," ‘
i THE FBI DIRECTOR CITED TWO SPECIFIC STORIES,
HOOVER SAID THE BALTIMORE MORNING SUN LAST SEPT, 26 CARRIED A
NEWS STORY HEADLINED "PROBE OF SOUTH'S FBI AGENTS ASKED." HE SAID
THE STORY QUOTED HOWARD AS TELLING A NEGRO ORGANIZATION" WE MUST
FIND OUT WHY SOUTHERN INVESTIGATORS OF THE FBI CAN'T SEEM TO
SOLVE A CRIME WHERE A NEGRO IS INVOLVED,™ HE SAID HOWARD WAS
ggg%ﬁRING TO THE SLAYING OF TILL, THE REV, GEORGE LEE AND LAMAR
°
HOOVER ALSO REFERRED TO A STORY IN THE CHICAGO AMERICAN ON
DEC, 28, 1955, IN WHICH HOWARD WAS QUOTED AS SAYING "CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION USUALLY LEAKS FROM THE LOCAL FBI OFFICES AND
WITNESSES IN NEGRO SLAYINGS ARE SUBJECTED TO PRESSURES AS A RESULT,"

1/18--N1058P i
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This matter handled by Mr. Nichols' Office.
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Letter written to Dr. Howard and released 424;?ML:;ZZf/

O papers after Howard accused local FBI
Offices of leaking information.
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State Negroes Asking

What

Dr. Howard Did With Funds

By TOM ETHRIDGE

h.The Negro press of Mississippi

mtﬁ("ﬁthm‘ broadly that Dr. T.
R. M. Howard, fiery NAACP lead-
er, may have appropriated for
his personal use certain funds in-
tended to benefit ‘colored people
of this state. A certain alleged
$40,000 Negro hospital donation
seems a matter of particular
speculation,

Without direct accusafion of dis-
honesty, a recent news dispatch
from Mound Bayou raises some
highly interesting questions re-
garding Dr, Howard's handling of
money entrusted to his care. The
item also states flatly that Mound
Bayou is happy to be rid of this
radical Negro. Like most NAACP
1a_ﬁitawrs. he apparently has plac-
et a high cash value on his ser-
‘.'J:EGS.

| IN CASE YOU came in late,
Mound Bayu has until recently
served as Dr. Howard's head-
quarters. His inflamatory utter-
lances have seriously threatened
|cordial racial relations in Missis-
sippi. Thinking ' Negro citizens,
perhaps the great majority, have
applauded his decision to leave
our state,

The Jackson Advocate, Missis-
sippi’s most influential and widely
circulated Negro newspaper, ran
the following 8-column headline in
|a recent issue:

“Mound Bayouans Applaud Dr.
Howard's Departure.”

THIS HEADLINE was display-
ed above the afore-mentinn.ed
und Bayou news dispatch, which
{: “The citizens of this famed
. +Negro town are all but un-
a-imous in applauding the deci-
sion of Dr. T. R. M. Howard to
leave the town and state and
take up residence elsewhere.. .
“The doctor has been in the
national spotlight since the school
desegregation decisions and more
particularly during the recent Till
Case hYStEIl‘ia as a crusader for
immediate *integration. ..... (he)
has announced the sale of his
showplace home, farms and other
assets here amounting to some
200,000, at the same time an-
nouncing that he would hereafter
spend his time in New York,
|Washington and California, as his
lwife and two sons

CLARTON LEDGER
JACKSON, MISS.

JAN. 15, 1956
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up residence in Los Angeles.”

“Virtually penniiess,” the
Mound Bayou dispatch em-
phasizes, “Dr. Howard was brought
here in 1941 by the Knights and
Daughters of Tabor, the state's
largest Negro {raternal organiza-
tions, to become Chief Surgeon
of the Taborian Hospital here.. ..

“He was ousted some eight
vears ago after an abortive at-
tempt to gain control of the op
ganization by getting himself elect-
ed Chief Grand Mentor to repiace
Sir P. M. Smith, its founder and
prineipal organizer.

“IT WAS WHILE chief surgeon
of the Taborian Hospital here,
during which time he also engag-
ed in private practice..... that
he was able to get large do-
nations from white plantation own-
ers throughout the delta to aid
him in establishing a health cen-
ter that would reduce the cost
and improve the health of Negro
plantation workers.

“According to well informed
sources, these donations were
in a. large measure responsible
for his many investments and the
lavish standard of living set at
his home, modeled after the es-
tate of an English squire.

“IN THE YEAR following his
ouster from the Kiights and
Daughters of Tabor, Dr. Howard
organized the United Order of
Friendship, a rival organization,
set out to build a hospital in its
name,
received a single donation of $40,-
000, although the Friendship Clin-
ic remains just about as it was
at the time the United Order of
Friendship was organized.......

wwhat hecame of the $40,000 is
alsa a subject of hushed diseus-
sion herebouts.”

STATE NEGROES also seem
powerfully curious about Dr,
Howard’s management of the Mag-
nolia Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany which he purckased and or-
anized in Mississippi, originally
started at Tupelo. Dr, Howard
became its president and board
chairman a few years ago.

“During its first two years,”

S FER 2
et Fti@ (3

the Mound Bayou dispatches sets

left to takeforth, "thg company s‘nowed_ siirgn_s

NOT RECO

for  which he reportedly !

of progress hut last year (1954,
the State Insurance Commissioner
said that conditions of the come
pany were such that if it were
not for the fact that he might
be charged with doing it hecause
of Pr. Howard's activities as a
Negro leader, the Insurance Com-
missioner would have withdrawn
the company license to do business
in the state.

» 'BOTH THE United Order of
tual Life Insurance Company are

claime, and reports are that re-
serves of the insurance compan®
have disappeared and its other
assets are under mortgage.”

The foregoinzi quotations, taken
from the JacKson Advocate. -
dicate that many state colored
people share white distrust and
dislike for Dr. Howard, who ap-
parently has not answered these
veiled accusations.

STATE NEGROES are slowly
grasping the painful fact that
many self-appointed “leaders™
have a singular interest in per-
sonal profit. Having apparently
“farmed’” this area to the limit,
Dr. Howard now sees fit to move
into greener pastures.

Like Roy Wilkins, Mamie Brad-
ley and other NAACP agitators,
Dr. Howard seems to have made
the pleasant discovery® that ra-
cial leadership has a definite cash
value. Thar's gold in them NAACP
hills!

MOUND BAYOU leaders, . dilu
townspeople have recently served
notice that they want no moka
NAACP agitations and hate meet-
ings. Theirs has always been a
peaceful and law-abiding comnsun=
itv_and_those good citizens €=

yiable record. :
HOWEVER, it seems premature
to hope that Mound Bayou and Mis-
sissippi aré permanently rid of
this notorious agitator. His widely
publicized hodyguards, -so-we1Eax,
have been more - for protection
from irate Negroes rather than
whites, Be that as it ‘fnay, opti-
mism _at Dr. Howard's departure
must be tempered with caution.

Ilurning up again.r

{A bad penny has the habit of
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BATON ROUGE, La, Jan, 1 ol ,
(UP—Dr, T, R, M. CHoward, f R

Negro civil rights ehampion, told -
an Emancipation Day anniver-
‘,sary gathering Sunday that pro-
iwhite citizens councils aim to
{drive a half-million, Negroes
from Mississippi within ten

years. [ C
Mr, Howard, from the all- ‘.,ff
Negro city of Mound Bayou, »

Miss., told his audience of more
than 1,000 persong that Missis-
sippi’s Congressional delegation
should be challenged hecause a
“mockery of democracy exists
in the state,”

He said that in spite of the
Negroes’ problems in Mississippi,
“the’ Federal Government has
done nothing to help.”

“The F. B, 1. can pick up
pieces of a fallen airplane on
the slopes of Colorado and find
the man who caused the crash,”
Mr. Howard said, “but. they
can’t find a white man when he
kills a Negro in the South.”

The Mound Bayou doctor said
“as mean and as mentally ill

—

as the white people of Missis- ' 4.

sippi are they are not going to
murder 986,000 Negroes.” In-
stead, he said, they will rely on
economic reprisals. He added
that Louisiana Negroes could ex-
pet _the same econoraic pres-

sures from the councils later on,|
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(FBI 'Leaks'
Hit in Till
Acquittals

e R et et e

' . Mississippi's acquiptal of two |
ST ‘white men 4n the jslaying of
A ‘Emmett Till, 14, /of Chrcago,

e was denounced |
A Theodore M. R.™
1 ro leader of Mound Bayo

3N L iss.

day by_Dr.
oward, Ne-

u,|
:

Dr, Howard, who is here to

| receive a civil rights award at
| Trianon Ballroom tonight
Irom Alpha Phi Alpha, Negro
fraternity, criticized the Fed-
'eral Bureau of Investigation
'in respect to its operations in
Dr. Howard said:/
“Confidential information

Mississippi.

' to pressures as a result.

= Dr. Howard, who found
three witnesses in
“lease, said the youth “was just
‘one of a half-dozen slaying vic-
f tims in a relgn of ‘error in
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e Till

: usually leaks from the local
FBI offices and witnesses in
{ Negro slaying are subjected
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This is mam who lied about the Bureau at
NAACP meeting, Baltimore, Md., 9/25/55 re
failure of Bureau to solve cases in South
which involve negro victims,

He has also stated he planned to have
conference with AG regarding five racial
Slayings in Mississippil.

CLM

Megio Leude%%eﬁs‘
“ Mississippi Home '

MOUND BAYO iss., Dec.|

16 (#).—Dyr. T. R. M. Howard, a
leader in the Aght Tor NEETO —
rights, said Wednesday he has
sold his home and farm land for
almost $200,000, but denied he is
fleeing Mississippi because of
threats against his life. .
- The 47-year-old Negro doctor
said he plans to spend more time
in Washington and New York
next year than in Mound Bayou
because he is president of the
National Medical Association.

He admitted that threats had
“a lot to do with my selling the
Place,” but said he has no plans
to move from Mound Bayou, an
all - Negro town in Bolivar|
County. |

“I have received numemus,

canonymous telephone calls|
threatening my life, especially

- immediately following the Em-
-mett Till trial,” Dr. Howard told
the Jackson Daily News.

“Most of the calls came flom
surrounding towns' in the agri-
cultural delta where Negroes
outnumber whites. E

Dr. Howard said he is'keeping |

~-real estate and other property
valued at about $100,000. He

‘said he will remain syrgessin-|
chief of Friendship Clinic, which |
‘he founded in 1948. |
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AACP Closes State Meet Here

~ 1100 Hear Dr. Howard | *
~ Expose Dixie Terror -

“I want to say to you this afternoon that as long as there
is one colored person in the swamps of Mississippi Who is not;
receiving justice, the NAACP will be needed,” said Dr. TR }
MMIQJn the course of an address to one of the larEESt;
civil rights audiences assembled in Little Rock since the pro-
test meeting over the Seargent Foster murder case in 1942, as-
sembled at the public meeting of the eleventh annual meet of

the State Conference of Branches of the NAACP in its [ma‘!
' session Sunday afternoon. He paid his sespect to ‘“Uncle Toms

«nd ultra-conservatives by announcing that they shout “Daor

cock the boat . . . This old boat you are talking about is &
¢rmady rocking, We're not going to be satisfied until we tur

. the¢' damn boat over.”

‘ Dr.y Howard described in detail the steps taken by his
| “beloved Mssissippi”, the “Iron Curtain State”, to keep Ne-
groes down. He cited the attempt of the governor to get Ne-

gra leaders to say they would accept voluntary segregation,
. unreasonable tests administered to Negro voters, economiec
I pressure brought on independent Negroes by depriving them of
jobs,, of credit, of necessary services such as cotton ginning,
and refusing to sell them such necessities as bread, by leg-
islative - enactments providing that schools may be closed. to
| preserve segregation, by burning KKK crosses, and by the
wggiery of George Lee, LaMar Smith and Emmett THl i
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S fcior paid his NIRIOES |
. the FBI with the words it ‘can
{mever ‘werk out who the killer |
is when a colered person in the |
south is the victim. He concluded
that “there is something in the
iair that makes us know the day
is approaching when every Ameri-
can citizen will know what it
means to be free. The doctor was

"

given a standing ovation when he

stood up to begin his address and

was interrupted by frequent ap-

plause. !
The delegates to the nonﬁmno- ;

sumed the entire day Ss
Gloster Current, national ntl’lc“
coached one workshop on mem-
bership and fund raising, and U.
Simpson Tate, chairman of the
regional legal redrass committee Il
coached one on integration. Both
were assisted by resource panels.
Resolutions adopted by the con-
ference insisted on immedigte de-
segregation of public schools thru-
out the state, elimination of all
second class citizenship, greater
vigilance in the punishment of
killings such as those in Mississip-
pi recently, and appreciation and
snmendation of the branches and
immittees concerned with the en-
.rtaining of the conference, and
wraised of the president and other
officials.
Officers were elected as follows:
Mrs. L. C. Bates of Bittle Rock
elected to a third term as presi-
dent. Other officers named wo
W. E. Boston of Crossett, Ausi®
Wilson of Brinkley and Mrs. E &
Dawson of Pine Bluff, vice pr
dents; Mrs. L. O. Crofton of
Nashville, secretary: Mrs. Willle

| Thomas of Little Rock, assistant _
secretary; N. Miller of Malvern, e
treasurer; Benjamin Criswell of
Fort Smith, youth director, and v
Rev. M. A. Wwilllams of Eagle
Mills, state organizer.
Board members are W. J. Jar- 3
rett of Little Rock, re-elected,
R. N. Chaney of Pine Bluff, C.
H. Hannah of Altheimer, W. D.
Johnson of Jonesboro and B. J.
Strivers of DeWitt.
All members of the legal rﬂmu

couEiilige, were re-élecki ® ;
3
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By CARI, HIRSCH

Ggmi ¥

Mississippi His Home
=+ Now and for

CHLICAGO.

IF THERE IS HOPE for Afississippi<and there is—part of it rests in the strong

Surgeon’s hands of Dr. T. R. M."Tloward,

And whether you meet Bim in Baltimore or Los Angeles 0{11111_']_(;‘]1'! or

:
Negro leader.
Pittsburgh, he quickly makes it
clear that his home, his life, his
Huture, his work are all rooted in
\the Deep South, “now and for
igood.”
We talked together in North
Chicago, seated in the lobby of a
school building where Dr. How-
arcdd was preparing to tell once
again his electrifving.story of Mis-
sissippi lvnch tervor and the Em-
mett Till case.
. “Even in these busy days, I
like to tag home base every few
days at Mound Bayou,” he said,
but Tve been on call so much
lately, and T've just received an
invitation from Prime . Minister
|Nehru to come to India.” ;
| From out of-the ferment around
"the Till case, a number .of figures
luve begun emerging in stronger
veliel. None more dynamic “than
“Dr. Howard.

*
FOR YEARS, he has been an

increasingly militant and outspoken
leader of the Negro people in the
South, On August 28, the day 14-
vear-old Emmett Till was taken
from great-uncle’s cabin in Mo-
ney, Miss. to be lynched, Dr. How-
ard began a new phase of the
struggle which has-found him tire-
ess und unalraid,

For weeks he and others went

He is from N

found Bayou, Mississippi, this

ldl’ﬂgging through the swamps and

{backlands of the delta country,!

seeking the kind of evidence that
even a Mississippi court could not
deny.

Then following the trial, he be-
gan an unending tour across Amer-
ica, telling the story, articulating
with his expressive face, his hands,
his whole body the plea for the
kind of united struggle which-will
end Jynch terror and the second-
class status of Negroes.

“T say we can't go to Korea and
meddle into other people’s busi-
|ness everywhere while this dis-

i gracelul condition exists here,” he

itiun:d Association for the Advance-

ment of Colored People, he works
for Negro rights under many aus-

the Negro Elks and Masons. He
is also the head of the South’s
Regional Council of Negro Lead-
crship,

to bring together a national gath-
‘ering of Negro leaders in Chicago,
seeking to bind together into a
Istranger cable some of the paraliel
Jines of struggle.

| Di, Howard emphasized the
demand that the federal govern-
ment” must intervene in the Tiil

pices and is an active member of |

He was busy this week trying

told this reporter with dees earn-|case, “at the White Iouse level.”
estness. “The Till case has warned He called on President Eisenhosw-
 America that she’s got to begin er for a conference to work out
living this democracy she's talk-|the means by which the U. S. De-

ing about all over the world!”
A voungish man with great vi-

ard combines a half-dozen carcers
in one. He is surgeon-in-chiel of
I'riendship  Hospital in  Mound
Bayvou, in this all-Negro town of
1,300. He heads the National

Medical Association, made up of
2,000 Negro doctors.

He is also a director of a bank
in Nashville, Tenn., and vice-presi-
dent of the National Negro Busi-
ness Leagne.

MISSISSIPPI leader of the Na-

gor, brawny and lithe, Dr. How-

partment of Justice can enter the
i case.

The - Mississippi  leader  spoke
jcaustically of the FBI “which seems
‘1o be unable to produce any evi-
dence where the lynching of a
|Negro is involved.” And he con-
{demned the Mississippi prosecu-
tors out of his own personal knowl-
edge of what they failed to show
in the Sumner trial.

As he speaks, Dr. Howard puts
the Iynchers on trial in a way they
have never been on trial in Missis-
sippi. It was he who sought out
the awitnesses Willie Reed, Aman-
da Bradley, Frank Young, Moses
Wright, and others who were pre-
vented from testifying.

*

“I TALKED to each of the peo-
ple who were there, near the scene
of the murder,” he said. “No fair-
minded jury in the world conld
listen to their testimony and fail
to know bevond a doubt who killed
Lmmett Till.”

The story of the early morning
of August 28 is horilving and
bell-clear as Dr. Howard tells it:

“On that Sunday moring, about
6:00 AM., Willie Reed w2z on his
way to the country store for some
breakfast meat. Walking down
{the gravel road, ao;g@@ag:g{ yel-
{(Continued on Page 14)
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{Continued from Page 3)
low 1955 Chevrolet pickup truck
passed him and Willie Reed no-
ticed that there were four white
men crowded into the front seat:
Willie recognized one of them
J. W. Milam,

“Then he noticed three Negroes
sitling on the rear of the truck
and a younger person sitting on
the floor inside the truck with his
back against the cab.

“As the truck passed, Willie
Reed turned around, and as hel
did so he looked nglut into  the|
fact' of Emmett Till.

“The truck proceeded down the
road to the headquarters bam of

eslie Milam. By the time Willie
Reed had walked to where the
barn was, all the men were in-
side.

“Willie heard cries coming from
the barn. Somebody vris erying,
‘Mama, mama, save me! He heard
the sounds of cursing and of the
blows being struck. And he heard
more cries, ‘Lord have mercy,
save me!’

“Willie Reed ran to *he home of
Mrs. Amanda Bradley and he
screamed out to her: ‘Aunt Mandy,
who are they beating to death
down on the barn?" Mis. Bradley
gave him a bucket and told him
to go to the well, which was close
to the barn, on the pretext of get-
hm.. some water.

“It was then that they noticed
that tle cries from the barn were,
getting fainter and fainter, and fin-
ally died away. Tiley saw J. W,
| Milam, with a pistol in a holster
at his snde, come cut of the barn
And scon the tb ee other white!

men came out of the barn to t lk'
with him.”
*

THREE DAYS later, when the
Inaked and smashed body of Emn-
mett Till was found in the Talla-
hatchie River, the world was con-|
fronted with the most revolting
racist crime of this era. N

None knows better than Dr.|
Howard that for all of its vindictive|
savagery, this was mno personal
crime. He puts it in the context
of Mississippi white supremacy andl
the mounting struggle there which,
'he says, “is bmldmg up more. ten-|
sion than at any time since the
Civil War.” |

In the days of the Undergraind!
Railroad, Mississippi Negroes nfide]
up an important part ol the ftri-
cate hidden network which carried
thousands of slaves toward the,
North Star and freedom. *I may
tell you,” said Dr. Howard, “that
the Negro in Mississippi is organ-|
ized today as never beE)re."

He speaks with hope of decent
whites in the South overcoming
their fears and backwardness and
joining in the struggle for demo-|
cracy. And “he expresses confi-|
dence that labor will play a bigger,
role in bringing about the free
Mississippi which he hopes he will
live to see.

Dr. Howard has no special im-
munity, but he is committed' to
remain in Mississippé in the thick
of this struggle. “Threats - come
every day to my wile anu myself,
but our onl)r real protection Is to
fight back.” He paused and the
anger flashed in his intense face as
he spol\e “It is not in my mind
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A FEN

moves y on the d
the Department of Justice, Mr.
Hoover disclosed that his agents
had completed their investiga-
tion of the lynching of the Rev.
George W. Lee at Belzoni, Miss.
THIS INFORMATION, he said,
has been turned over to the
4riminal Division of the Justice
| Vepartment.
'he department, Mr. Hoover
writes, never investigated the
lynchings of Larma Smith And
Emmett Till, because it ap-
peared that no Federal laws 1ad

been violated.
Contending’ that the l\nrk of

the FBI was responsible for 1hr-|
virtual elimination of lynching,
Ms). Hoover pomted to the v.orkl
of | his agency in breaking up
th{f Klan in North and South
Catolina and Georgia,

[ X % % ||
#THE FBI'S fair and prompt
investigations,”” he wrote,’ haveéll g
done much to increase pub]iC|
respect for -md consciousness o!

civil rights.’

Mr. Hoover made no reference ‘
to the FBI’s 1952 mvcsh"atmn1
of the bomb assassinations of}
Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. Moore
in Florida. Thus far no arrests

have been made. ]
Mr. Marshall, special NAACP |
to Mr. |

counsel, in replying
Hoover's letter, admitted that
the FBI had done *a full and|
complete job in so far as lhc‘
Mississippi situations are con-‘
cerned.”

The difficulty, he said, stcmsi
from the fact that Federal lawg

dre “not adequate in such situa

tlons and should be strength

ened.”
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| Negroes live . , , commonly referred to as the Missisisppi
| Deita Counties . . . reveals that white men have had to. pay
| Breater penalties for killing deer out of season than for kill-

| &raphic picture from a man who knows the, situation tber-m it known they wanted to

L] A L . 5 ‘

“ension moynting by the monasakdin the hearts of bo QETOR

and whites . , . that there is going to be an outbreal™d9fvio-

lence in Mississippl which will shock the very imagination o

the A;nericnn people and the entire glvﬁ:lud world.f'l"ha Ne-
ro's fear in my state today is a rather dangerous fear eom- | o

& X, becayse hc): feels now that there is absolyte no justice from expert witness. 1

can expect at the hands of whites. He s’ golng to have"
totbe the one to see that he gets justice . , .» '
1 * * )

| also
THESE BOLD, bald, unvarnished, brutally frank state- . In fact, th no
ENts came from the lips of serlous-faced Dr. T. R, M, Howard,| ::.amm .,.m'z to my
Monday afternoon, and gives to America for the first time, a/ trial started and volunteered

* s . because he lives with it every day, !
But here, without {ur‘t{her d(;scussson are the gquestions Q.?Dlll that include Willie Reegd
Courier editors asked Dr, Howard . + - and hig replies: S Coliins
Q.~Dr, Howard, why do you continue to “'epl[“ Missis- ZDITOR'S NOTE—Willle Reed was the youth
sippi? | o : who testifiéd and was later spirited to Chicago, Collins i one
A.—My belief in American democracy and my bellef intha ©f the controversial figures in the oase.

religion of Jesus Christ are the only things that keep me in A.—That included Willie Reed, but not Leroy Colling.
4 state llke Mississippi. 1 know that if 1he fundamentals of The testimony of Reed, an 18-year-old plantation » would
demacracy are true and if the religion of Jesus Christ is right, have put those two men in the gas chamber in any state
conditions cannot continue in Missisisppi: as” they are today, cxel:&t the State of Missisippl. His testimony, the testimony
where it is practically impossible for a Negro, to get Justice of grandfather, Ed Reed, and the testimony of Mrs. Mamie

Where the races are involved. , Bradley were the most dam;lng, given during the trial,
Qv—In this connection, what is Mississippl’s: resord?, { Q~What about Leroy Collins
A.—A review of the record of crimes committed against

 knew that “Too Tight” or Le- |
Negroes by white people over a period of the last thirty-five At 80 happens that we W u“m

blood out of the 1955 green Chevrolet up truck
boy’s body had been carried from the on the
iﬂg NF‘"I‘O( q [nr any cause Mﬂlm “huon (M" J. W.'l hhn.l bmt:;"ti“tto u “W'é?‘.d
i 4 ~ _' a UEe, p .o we
Q.—What were the conditions surrounding the Tl trial? cl:nt:]:: l.ﬁuom.ttgnmd.ln’:inr Ix:n.n. “l;lelel;l & wmm o
A.—T have never seen or been any place where the AUTIOS Coharleston, Miss. Jail. Charleston is considered the county
fhere was as tense as it was about the courthouse in Sumner, seat of 'I\Ihha' tchie County. But when an inquiry was made
It was so tense it seemed that if you had a knife, you could of the sheriff of the county, he informed permen
Just cut it and blow it eut. The same conditions were notice- o7 %t" e
able inside the courthouse. The sheriff had the nerve to Et-:,h.comm't have a man by the name
explain when the trial started that they didn't believe in mix. of the after the prosecu
ing the races in Mississippi and that Negro newsmen would t!olln‘liltldonm“mt:.lytl mﬂfl!:; mf mln‘t::.d;n found that “Too
be segregated. 7o) ton dall, : |
But the thing that disgusted me most was that these two Tl‘htq w;'oln th.l Ch:ﬂ” ll;i had been jallea? \ -
white men, being tried for murder, came into the courthouse A.—We u,nudnl tand .thl“ut J. W. Milam had hi l;h od
Unaccompanied by either the sheriff or his deputies , . . that conveniently . for a few d ys.
they walked about during recess periods, shaking hands, talk- *** 44

 Tece . —What about the “fear complex” of Negroes
Ing and laughing with their friends and when it was necessary Mlllql‘l ? $ o

for them to £0 to the rest rooms, they went into the judge’s

“?pl 's “fear complex” in Mississi
private chambers, and né deputy nor anyone eélse went along A belleve the Negro's ppl

witnesses in case, becauge
year within the eighteen counties of Mississippi where most E&n&w&pﬁ.ﬁ :hh:tl;:: was the individual wh ﬁ
e :

_ is rather ro beuunhl!.:uﬂm.llymcto.
with thvnrl: ) : mem is absom no justice he can expect at the hands
Q.—This is In direct contrast to other incidents? of the Mlsslulpp! white man. He feels that if he is to get any
A.—Oh, yes! I have been to trials in Mississipp! where, Justice that he is going to have to be the one to that he
for example, a Ne ‘

see

. ! Negro was accused of doing something not ' t I feel today, that
near as bad, where the N ) was brought Into the courtroom g:uuzﬁtufeﬁmm:nugzttoe:nwhth;\ado to realize how |
with his feet shackled, | 'nds handcuffed and three deputies extremely serious this situation is in Mississippl, with tension
rageous o0 fim, with drawn guns. But e oSt OU mounting by the moment, in the hearts of both Negroes and |-
rageous crime of our d 2y W the defend: acting as whites . . . that there is going to be outbreak of violence in

the 1t h;-- party ha ‘:J ; : 1 in l!!f‘j!i' ;1(‘!]0!‘_ t’ll hey Mluhippl that's going to shock tl_he very hmﬂn.ﬁon of the
we 0 L gue L‘p‘: ineir children ‘rawled over iem, H of the word‘ s
?.1: g t}.‘:-“r‘n. about their necks, while the jury was weigh- Am"&fmlwfél In Mm,
ing the evidence, : : A.—It seéms that the FBI is never able to find the criml. f
Q.—Deo you think the case of the state was adequately nal when a Negro and a white man are involved.. That {s
i i AR A . du S especially true if a Negro is murdered by a white man. To
e o2, 1 don't think that the case, as prépared by the glve & specific example . . . the FBI was called in on the case
B tioe tht e well &b all. My 1d me out pung that Is be- o gg Peper Tge lee, was was murdered on the streets
ca s -'I\.,.“ !‘.,,“h“; |.a:':_ 7;:- <‘I .-!.n u--;,. .'YA .Ilt. \-.-¥.‘:1~,T‘.f'n.‘T‘!1 of Be!nﬂ'. Ml“.. at u:” P. M- on u.y z mu
1- | viepared the case, based on cf “-‘-’ﬂ"“”"-ﬁ- tain eyewltnesses to this murder. We even located the
& g 4 T eat inan who sold the killer the buckshot. It was known to wh
s, : The automobile involved in the killing belonged to. Yet,
--T&‘L“—“ cause certain county officials seemed to be in “on the kno™
about this murder, no one has ever been arrested. It’

another unsolved murdsr., It's our belief that you can't
a man t

l hat's trained a certain way from birth; lived under



per in the state . . . could be répeated. The article said
thi
N walked by, and that killed the effect of anything the
prosecuting attorney might have been saying. So you can
understand that this Mississippi white man is just a different
brand of American than the rest of them.
Q.—Do you think Collins was deliberately “hidden”?
A.—Yes, I think so. But the thing that is concerning
me today is that we know, at least we did Thursday night,
where “Too Tight” Collins was. But there is a young man
named Loggin and another individual whose name we don't
know. We're wondering where these twe young men are.
We don't know whether they have been shipped out of
Mississippl or whether, if we drag the Tallahatchie River;
e might find their bodies there.
around the Till case can be cleared, until we definitely know
the whereabouts of Loggin and the other Negro who Willie
eed saw sitting on the back of this pick-up truck the morn-
ing Till was murdered. T
‘Q.~Was Willls Reed’s testimony challenged?
A.—No, not at any time. Incldentally, his testimony was
Important that we didn't feel it would be safe to let him
Py anywhere in Mississippl but at my home, where I knew
would be protected, - 5
. Willie testified that he didn't llve on the Leslie Milam
lantation, but on an adjoining plantation. On Sunday morn-
ng, Aug. 28, about 6 o'clock, his grandmother sént him to
he' country store, about a mile and a quarter away, to get
ome fresh meat for breakfast. Walking down the gravel
oad, he met the pick-up truck and noticed there were four
hite men on the seat of this truck. One of the men was
sitting on another’s knee, but Willie recognized J. W. Milam.
As the truck passed, he noticed three Negroes sitting on the
ar of the truck, and a younger individual sitting on the

floor inside the truck with his back against the cab. As the

if he could make out who any of the Negroes were. Vhen
he turned around, he looked right into the face of Emmett
l. It so happens that when he saw the first picture of
mmett Till in the newspaper, he told his grandfather and
andmother that this is the boy I saw sitting in the back

£ the truck.
The truck proceeded to the headquarters barn of Leslie
ilam. Every plantation in the state has a headquarters barn,
where they have a store-room, keep cotton seed or soy beans
or fertilizer. The room is usually close to where tractors and
tools are kept. When Willie had walked to where the barn

was, the pick-up truck had stopped and all the men had gotten |

out. Willie heard crles coming from the barn. Somebody
was saying: “Mama, Lord Have Mercy, Lord Have Mercy.”
‘Willie heard blows and it appeared that the individual being
beaten was crawling, trying to find something fo pull him-
self up by. As the blows continued, Willie said he heard an-
sther vojce saying: “Get down, get down, you black bastard.”

» Willle rushed to Mrs. Amanda Bradley’s home and
screamed: “Who are they beating to death down to the
barn, Aunt Mandy?”: .

Finally convincing his family, Willie returned to the well,
accompanied by Frank Young, presumably to get a bucket
of water. As they neared the well, close to the barn, they
hieard more blows and a sound of someone crying. While
at the well, they noticed the cries getting fainter and faint

and b% the time they had filled thelr bucket, there were no
more ¢Ties. Then it was that they saw J. W. Milam, with a

by presence of a Negro U. S. Congressman. They took
this attitude: What the heck Is he doing down here? One com-
t from the Jackson Daily News , . . the most rabble-rousing

ai*at one point the jury may have been considering some-
€ being presented by the prosecution. A well-dressed

I don’t believe the mystery

ck passed, his eyes followed as he turned around to see

teased him about saying
Negro boy couldn’t say
South. One of the boys is
to have said: “What did you think about the

goodbye, explaining to'him that a
goodbye to a white lady in the
then believed

the lady inside?” Instead of ‘answering, the little fellow
whistled, meaning that she was good-looking. I talked with
plenty of Negroes who were present on the porch, and they
insisted the lady didn't even hear Till's whistle, It is believed
that one of the Negro loafers, who probably wanted 50 cents
worth of credit, told Bryant when he came, that a Nepno |

boy from “up nawth” had whistled at his wife,

Q—How was Mrs. Bradley treated in court?® |

A—It was interesting to note that whether it was bhe
prosecution or defense . .. was MR. Roy Bryant and MR. 7,
W. Milam and MRS, Bryant. However, when it came to the
boy’s mother, it was “Mamie this” and “Mamie that.” It
also be of interest to you that the defense lawyers seemed to
have every copy of your paper and the Defender that had beén
published since this case started.

Q.—What references were made ahout the NAACP?S

A.—The reference to the NAACP was the most disgrace-
ful thing I've ever heard in a courtroom. The defense, in its
Initial final summary, told the jury that thirty-five years ago,
when the Ku Klux Klan reigned supreme in Mississippi, three
embalmed bodies of Negroes had been put in the Mississipi
River at Greenville, to make it look like the Klan was re-
sponsible for the bodies being there. They insisted that the
NAACP was the greatest enemy of the South; that they had
gotten voung Till back North; that they had taken his ring
and placed it on' the body of a dead individual and had then
put that body in the Tallahathie River to make it look bad
for the glorious State of Mississippl. I must say that to those
twelve Mississiplans who sat on the jury, they a red to be
,more impressed by this fantastic lie than by arthing which
had been said during the whole trial.

&Lhave pulled at the body

Q.—As a medical expert, was the body that of Emmett
Tin? ] A
A. I would like to say, first of all, that the temperature|
of the water in a shallow river like the Tallahatchie, in a hot
state like Mississippl on the 28th day of August, would be
anywhere from 80 to 90 degrees. Every medical doctor knows
that an individual who is killed when the body is hot, and es-
pecially when the skin of the body of broken, that such a
body will undergo changes, will decompose. much more rap-
- idly than a body not necedsarily hot and where there are no
skin breaks. Young Till's body had the head crushed in. with
a bullet hole through it. It can be easily understood that a
body,.in this condition, placed in warm water, would def®bm-
pose very, very rapidly. The body would become entirely
water-logged in a period of twelve hours. It is possiblg to
conceive that-some of the large catfish in the water c u]di

and tforn it in additional places, cau

Ing even more rapid decomposition. The sheriff o ala-




- = e e w— "

T

S ——

a

made by the police department of Greenwood after

ken the body out of the Tallahatchie River. T could easily
Identify that body as the same body of the individual whose

picture I saw at six months of age,

Q.—~What was the experience of the morticlan ‘who

testified?

A.—He's in a little country town and had spent the sum

total of one whole year in mortuary science. Yet
mony at the trlal was considered that of an expert.

Q.—~What i3 your opinion of Sheriff Smith of
County?

A—TI think he is the most courageous and- the faired
sheriff in the entire Siate of Mississippl, The defense tried
i Pard to color and discount his testimony . .. and they are go.

'ﬁin do the same thing on the kidnapping charge.

1.0 Negro geéts justice.

Jme process. As a medical doctor, T saw the picture of little
‘mmett Till, when he was six months of age and the picture

I don't believe that if the kidnapping case goes to tiial
| Mississippi, that either one nf these men will be given_a
Year.  You see, Mississippi is anxinus for the rest of the w d

know they are “mad” about the Supreme Court's deolf{an
itlawing school segregation, and they are determined that

hatchie County said that it was definitely not the hogg of a
Yy. I say that even the body of a small baby might be 1he
ze of an individual In their teens, if it had undergone the

they had

his testi-
LeFlore

Incident-

SEE |






