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.-~ SOUTHERN NEGRO YOUTH %ONGRESS

526-28 MASONIC TEMPLE BUILDING
PHONE 3-2448

BIRMINGHAM 3, ALABAMA

ESTHER V. COOPER
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

February 14, 1946 LOUIS E. BURNHAM
ORGANIZATIONAL SECRETARY

MAENETTA STEELE
TREASURER

RECEIVED

VISION
CRIMINAL P
Honorable Tom C. Clark, Attorney General
U, S, Department of Justice
Washington, D, C,

Dear Sirs

On last Friday, February 8, a young Negro ex-
marine, Timothy Hood was shot and killied by
the Police Chief of Brighton, Alabama, It

wes charged that this man was disorderly and
had had a fight with the motorman on the
street car which he was riding. The motorman
on the street car shot him three times before
he was taken into custody. After he had been

arrested and was sitting in the_police car he
was shot through the head by Police Chief G, B,

Fant. g

We veterans are much concerned about this wanton
murder, We believe that since a police officer
is involved in this crime, the Department of Jus-
tice would be Jjustified in investigating this
case and prosecuting the officer, Unless Negro
veterans receive protection under the law which

is due them they can not feel that the sacrifices
which they made were Jjustified,

[

We look forward to hearing from the Dep&rtmentib :
of Justice on this matter, 5

C. B ]

Sincerely urs,
B8 W 5 4 ey :
77~ — W '
& 5
obert °
REJ:gj \ Veterans Secretary
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DIVISION OF
PHESES INTELLIGENCE
0.W.I1.

Tempo V Bldg.

Dai].y Wdiéker
New York, NY:

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Feb. 17—
An honoerably discharged Negre
as dead today because he

iable homicide,”
Timethy Hood of
killed Feb. 8

by Brighton Chief of Police G. B.
Fant.

Hood had moved the sign sep-
arating the Negro from the white
section of the streetcar he %Was
riding, The conductor, W. R.
Weeks, told him not to do it.

Police Chief Fant said he heard

itted Ji

shots outside his home in Brigh-
ton near the streetcar line, When
he rushed there, he found Motor-
man Weeks lying on the ground.

Fant’s implication was that the
motorman had been, as one of the
papers here puts it, “apparently
shot or weunded.”

Weeks later admitted that he
had fired five shots at the veteran.

{Three bullets, one from Fant's
gun, were later found in Heed's
body.)

Fant heard that Heod was in a
nearby house, wounded. The chief
went there, arrested the wveteran

and placed him in a police (ar
Fani claimed Heod then
reached for a weapon, The police
chief fired a single shot inte
Hood’s brain.
Bessemer Coroner J., T. Me-

Colum reported “justifiable homi-
cide.”
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" Mr. Robert E. Jones

Veterans Secrstary

fouthern Negro Youth Congress
526-28 Masonic Temple Building
Bimingham 8, Alabama

Dear Mr. Jones:

This acknowledges your letter of February 14,
1946, with reference to the incident involving the death
of Timothy Hood who was allegedly shot and killed by the
Police Chief of Frighton, Alabams,

This matter had already come to my attentien,
and gonsideration is now being given to the circumstances
to determine if there is a2 violation of any federal
eriminal statute.
Respectfully,

Por the Attorney General

THERON 1. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney Oeneral

OC: Records !
Chron.

SIGNED AND MAILED

FEB 26 1946
LRIVISION OF RROORDS |




‘The Attomey General itk S : g7 2 ‘Mareh 1, 1948
Theron L. Ca.udlo, Asaiatant Attorney General " TLOSMEW: esw
144-1-30

Chief of Po‘.u.ce _Fant, W.R. Weeks.
civil Rights and Domestic Violence

 You called the Civil Rights Section on February 28, 1946,
about & matter invelving the shooting and death of Timothy Hood, &

Negro veteran, near Birminghan, ‘Alabama, as a result of a distunbancc

aboard a streetcar on February 8, 1946. I have today requested the
Fedora]_, Bureau of Investigation to eonduct an 1mr‘éstigat£on in the, .

X mtter ]

The information we have to date is as follows:. Timothy Hood;
an honorably: dischargcd Marine, moved the ugregation sign on a
Bessenmer, Alabm streotcar. W. R« Weeka, mot.orman, engaged in an -
argulent with Hood because of his having moved the sign and drew a
piatol. Weeks and Hood engaged in a scuffle out-side the car, sevaral
shots were fired, and Chief Fant of the Brighton Police Department,
who lived nearby, went to the scene upon hearing the shots. Hood
apparently fled the scene after the shots and was later abprohended
in a nearby house by Fant. Fant states that Hood made a move as if
to get 2 gun when he was asked if he had shot the motorman whereupon
Fant shot Hood one time in the head and killed him instantly. It
was later discovered that Hood had been shot three times in the
body, presumably by the motorman leeka.. No weapon was found on
Hood. On February 9, 1946, Cormmer J. T. McCollum returned a verdict
of justifiable homicide.



e Vi
A ey i PO ,

'

The Attorney General Sl e T | March 1, 1946

Theron L. Osudle, !ssistant Attorney General  TLCHMLW esw

_ 144-1-80

Chief of Police Fant; W.R. Weecks : : - :
civil Rights and Domestic Violence | L

You called the Civil Rights Section on Pebrusry 28, 1946,

about & matter involving the shéoﬁi‘ng knd death of Timothy Hood, &
Negro veteran, near Birmingham, Alabama, ag a result of a disturbance

’ aboard a streetcar on Foi)rﬁry 8, 1946. I have today fequeated the
Federal Bureau of Investigation to conduct an 1n;rdsﬁigation in the
matter. R |

The information we have to date is ag follows: Timothy Hood,

{ an honorably discharged Merine, moved the segregation sign on a
Bessemer, Alsbama streetcar. W. R. Weeks, motorman, engaged in an
o apgument with Hood becsuse of his having moved the sign and drew a

pistol. Weeks and MHood engaged in a scuffle outside the car, several

=

shots were fired, and Chief Fant of the Brighton Police Depariment,
who lived nearby, went to the scene upon hearing the shots. Hood
apparently fled the scene after the shots and was later apprehended

in a nearby house by Fant., Fant states that Hood made a move as if

\_"b\

to get a gun when he was asked if he had shot the motorman whereupon
Fant shot Hood one time in the head and killed him instantly. It
was later discovered that Hood had been shot three times in the

body, presumably by the motorman Weeks. No weapon was found on

Hoods, On February 9, 1946, Cormner J. T, McCollum returned a verdict
of justifiable homieide.

CG: Records
Chron.




ADDRESS REPLY TO
“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL""

AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPA RTM ENT OF‘ JUS‘[‘]CE

WASHINGTON, D.C.
— TSk tesw ——

144-1-30 March 1, 1946
L '\)

-

HO .LIE

John D. Hill, Bequire
United States Attorney
Birmingham, Alabama

Dear Mr. p4l1ls

de: Chief of Police Fant; W. R. Weeks
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

Enclosed is a copy of a memorandum sent today to the

enF

Federal Bureau of Investigation, which is self-explanatory.
Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Assistant Attorney General

Enclosure No. #78748

SIGNED AND MAILED
AAR 1 1946

CC: Records DIVISION OF BRECORDS
Chron. ]
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~ The Diroct.or, Fodoral Bureau of Invut.igtti.on March 1, 1948

. Theron L. umdh, Assistant Attorney General TLC sMIW sesw
: _ i
Chief of Police Fant; W. R. Weeks &
Civil Rights and Domestic Violence . : v J 'Q'

R SRS

The Department has received information that Timothy Hood,
8 discharged Negro Marine of Bessemer, Alabama, was shot and killed
by Chief Fant of the Brighton Police Force on February 8, 1948,
after Hoed had been shot by Motorman W. R. Weeks following a
sontroversy on the streecar operated by Weeks near Darimouth
Avenue and 27th Street, Bessemer. Hood was in the custody of Fant
at the time of the shooting. ' :

Pleage conduct a preliminary investigation of this matter ,
to determine if there has been any violation of Section 52, Title 18,
United States Code. Fleage interview the subjects in connection
with the investigation and obtain their version of the ineident and
also obtain statements from eye-witnesses, if any, of the occurrence.

It is requested that this investigation be conducted in
cooperation with the United States Attorney and that copies of
your reports be made available to him.

go1t®

N I(E?:g:;ds1 ‘, SIGNED AND SENT. BY
3 ; MESSENGER
| MAR 1 1946
jnnvlsloN QF RECORDS
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STATEMENT OF HENRY COLEMAN

Birmingham, Ala.
Feb. 25, 1946

My name 1is Henry Coleman. I live at 246 South 28th Street in
the City of Bessemer, Algbama. I work at Sloss-Sheffield in
the mines.

On February 8, 1946, about 10:00 PM I was walking east on
Dartmouth Avenue at or near 27th Street when I noticed a crowd
of people standing there. There was also a street car there
and at least three Bessemer police cars. I saw two uniformed
Bessemer pollcemen with a colored boy between them headed toward
one of the police cars. This police car was parked crossways
of the street headed north with the back wheels on the pave-
ment and the front wheels off the pavement. There was another
pollice car parked on the west side of this police car that was
parked crossways of the street. This police car had its
lights shining on the police car that was parked crossways.
The two policemen that had the colored boy between them came
around to the west side of the car that was parked crossways.
I could see that they had this colored boy by the seat of the
pants and by each arm. I could not tell if the boy was hand-
cuffed. I was standing a 1little west of the police car that
was parked crossways. I was about 15 to 20 feet away from
this car. I saw the policemen put this colored boy in the
back end of'the police car that was parked crossways. Both -
back doors of this car was open and the policemen?® put this
boy on the floorboard with hig head pointing in the direction
of Birmingham, or east. I do not know the names of these two
policement but one of them was a tall man and I would know
him if I saw him,

After these two policemen put this boy in the car, the tall
policeman went over to the street car and then came back to
the police car. During the time the tall' policeman was gone
there were several other policemen standing around the car:
where the colored boy was, and I could not tell if they were
talking to him or not. The tall policeman then gtuck his

head in the car where the colored boy was. This policeman

was standing on the side next to Bessemer, or on the gide
where the 1lights from the other police car were shining.

This tall policeman d4id not have a gun in hls hand at the

time he stuck his head in the car. I could not see the east
or dark side of the police car and I do not know how many
policemen, if any, were standing on that side. ‘About this
time I heard a shot fired and this tall policeman pulled his
head back out of the car and he had a pistol in his hand., I
did not see who shot the shot I heard fired. Someone said,
"If you won't talk, you won't talk now, you son of a bitch",
In the best of my opinion, the tall policeman made this state-
ment, but I am not sure who said it. ' Anyway, the tall police-
man waved his gun at the crowd and said, "All of you damn
niggers leave here'., At the same time I saw Mr. Fant, the
Brighton Chlef of Police, for the first time. He was standing
on the east or dark glde of this police car and he had his gun
in his hand waving the crowd back. I do not know Jjust what
part in this that lir, Fant played. Along with the rest of the
colored people, I left the scene, :

I later discovered that the colored boy was Timothy Hood

W%ﬂ&ﬂ(ﬂ’”
HENRY COLEMAN :
WITNESS: :

Heoud aiseo




Birmingham, Alabama
March 14,1946

My, name is willie Earl Pettys , I live at 308 -25th Street Ro.
Bessemer, Algbama, I have lived in Besgsemer, Alabama for about

nine years. On the night of February 8,1946 I was coming

up Dartmouth avenue from a cafe called Chicken gshack which

is locgted 25th gtrest and Dgrtmouth Avenue, when I heard

several persons talking about a disturbance going on up the
street. I was walking in the direction of Birmingham on my

way to my brother-in law's home when I arrived at a point between
26th and 27th street on Dartmouth Avenue, where a large number of
people were gathered, and I saw several policemen standing near

and around g cars I saw one officer whom I recognized gs Officer
Fant standing with his foot upon the running board of the car

The x®x back door on the drivers side was open where the officer was
standing when the officer made a shot, he then broke for his

ho me » I had to go by Officer Fants Home on my way to my brother in
law's home. I left immediately after the shot as the officers
ordered us to move ong and when I got along sidefofficer Fants home
he seemed to be making a telephone call.

My bréther in law, Henry Coleman and my nephew, Leroy Cleveland
was along with me at the time.

Willr g pte Pet?s

gvorn to and subgcribed before me this the l4th day of March 1946

T Cl

HARTARX X RUBRIEKX
NOTARY PUBLIC




Birmingham , Alabamg
March 14,1946

My name is Ieroy Cleveland, I live at 308-25th Stre=t So
essemer, Algbama, I have beoen living in Begsemer asbout

three or four years. I was discharged from the United States

Marine 4n November 23,1945, I have besen working at the Bessemer

Rolling Mills since.

On February 8,1946 aroung ten P.M. I was coming down Dartmouth
Avenue 1in the company of my Uncles, willie Earl Petty and
Henry Coleman when we heard that a disturbance was taking

place down the street. we were on our way to my Uncle's home
and had to walk several blocks down Dartmouth going in the
direction of Birmingham. When I approached a point about few
doorg from 27th Street I saw several persons near and around

a car. on the left side of the street I saw several policemen
and saw one policeman with his foot on the running board of the
car leaning ever in the back of the car the car door had the
officer partly covered when I heard a shot ccme from the car

an officer immediately came out in the middle of the streset

and ordered us to scatter I then left the scene and went to my
uncle'g home.

5%77 BN

l4th
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIB&D BuFORZ ME THIS THE X&XH DAY OF MARCH
ZX$x 1946

AU e

NOTARY PUBLIC




STATEMENT OF L, GRIMES OF BESSEMER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mr. L. Grimes was interviewed by Clifford Reeves and made the
following statement:

Mr. Grimes stated that on the night of February 8, 1946, about
10:23 PIM they recelved a signel over the radio to go to Dartmouth
Avenue and 27th Street in the City of Bessemer. He stated that they
received Signal 33, which means "Bad man with a gun", and that they
proceedto this address. When they arrived they saw Chief Fant of
the Brighton Police Dept. with Mr. Eubanks with a negro boy, whom
they later ascertained to be one Timothy Hood. MNr. Grimes stated.that
he, along with Chief Fant, took the boy over to their pelice car and
put him in the back seat. He stated that he did not see the boy
searched and that they did not have handcuffs on him and that he
was sitting up in the back seat. MNr. Grimes also stated that he was
not able to ascertain whether or not this negro boy, Timofhy Hood,
had been shot before he was arrested. Mr. Grimes further stated that
he went back around to the right side of the police car and was stand-
ing there and Chief Fant was questioning the boy. He sald Chief Fant
was standing on the ground on the left side of the police car and.
that he had the left rear door of the police car open. He gaid that
this negro boy, Timothy Hood, seemed to be surly and didn't answer Mr.
Fant. He further stated fhét the negro boys Timothy Hood, finally told
Mr. Fant, "You can kill me but god damn you, I'll be getting you". He
stated that upon making this statement the negro boy, Timothy Hood,
then reached for Mr. Fant with his left hand and put his right hand
on hig hip. He stated that Mr. Fant then stepped back into a little
ditch that was there and pulled his gun out and fired at this negro
boy, Timothy Hood, and that he shot him in the head. He stated thét
they then cleared the street of all gpectators and traffic and turned

the body of the boy over to his father.

Clifford Reeves

Ep——— 3 /i




STATEMENT OF MR, C. T. MULLINS, BESSEMER POLICE DEPT.

Mr, C. T. Mullins was interviewed by Glifford Reeves and made
the following statement: _

Mr, Mullins stated he was in Car 191 with Officers Grimes and
Carnes vwhen they received Signal 33 about 10:23 Pli, February 8, 1946.
Signal 33 means "Bad man with a gun'. This signal directed them to
go to Dartmouth Avenue and approximately 27th Street and that they
immediately went there and they were on the séepelwhen Mir., Fant and
Mr. Eubanks brought the negro boy, whom they later ascertaihed to be
Timothy Hood, out of a house at this locatlon. ' lr. Mullins stated
that lir. Grimes and Chief Fant of the Brighton Police Dept. took By
the negro boy around to the left side of t@e Begsemer Police car
and put him in it. They put him in the back seat andlthat Mr.,
Grimes later came back around to the right side of the police car.
¥y, hulllns stated that he wasn't paying much attention to what
went on in the police car and wasn't too sure about Jjust what

happened but he did know he did not kill Timothy Hood.

%éwﬂ

Cﬂéf@ord Reeves




STATEMENT OF OFFICER BILL JENMINGS, BESSEMER POLICE DEPT,

Mr, Jennings, Bessemer Police Department, was interviewed by
Clifford Reeves, and made the followling statement:

lir, Jennings stated that he was working in Car 190 on the
night of February 8, 1946. Hls partner was Mr.-A,M. Eﬁbanks,
He stated that about 10:23 PM Car 191 received Signal 33,A which
means "Bad man with a gun". The address was given as Dartmouth
Avenue and 27th Street 1n the City of Besgsemer. He stated thaf
they went to this address and arrived there before Car 191 arrived.

At the time they arrived, he stated that Chief Fant of the
Brighton Police Department was standing in front of ‘a house and
saild that the man they wanted went in that house. Mr. Jennings
stated that he went around to the back of the house to cover the
back entrance and that his partner, Mr. A. M. Eubanks, went into
the house with Chief Fanf. Mr. Jennings further stated that after
staying behind the house a long time he came back around and began
to clear the street of traffic. He stated that because of the
excltement, traffic had jammed and he was busy clearing the |

traffic and did not know exactly what transpired at this particular

Glif%LD& Reeves

time,




‘.' 1 ? ' : , v

STATEMENT OF OFFICER A. M. EﬁEANKS, BESSEMER. POLICE DEPT. ; '

Mr. A, M, Eubanks was interviewed by Clifford Reeves and made
the following statement: :

Mr. Eﬁbanks gtated that on the night of February é; 1946, -
about 10:23 P he was working in Car 190 with Bill Jennings and
that they heard ovér the police radid a gignal intended for Car 191
of the Bessemer Police Dept. This signal was Signal 33, which méans,‘
"Bad man with a gun®. He stated that he and his partner went to the
address given, that is 27th Street and Dartmouth Avenue, and that when
they arrived, Chief Fant of the Brighton Police was there and stated
that the man they wanted was in this house and pointed to g hquse.
Ur. Eubanks further stated that his partner, Bill Jennings, went:
around to the back of the house and that he went into the house with
Chief Fant, and that when they got into the house they found a young
negro boy, whose name they-did not know, sitting on a cedar chest.
He stated that the negro boy appeared to be in a surly condition and
that they arrested him and searched him to see if he had any weapons.
and that the negro boy did not have any weapons on him.' He stated
that they dld not put handcuffs on him. He stated that he and Chief
Fant then brought the negro boy out of the house and turned him over
to the officers who were in Car 191, '‘whieh had arrivgd in the meantime.
These officers were Mr. Mullins, lMr. Grimes and Mr. Carnes of the
Bessemer Police Dept. He stated that he then left to go over and lo-
cate the conductor of the street car where the shoot;ng occurred as
he was under the impression that the street car conductor had. been
killed. He stated that at the time he gstarted to leave, Chief Fant
and the three officers who were in Car 191 had the negro boy in their
possession. He stated that he was not present at the time of the

killing and does not know any of the details.
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STATEMENT OF BOB PARSON, NIGHT CHIEF OF POLICE,
BESSEMER, ALABANMA

Mr. Parsons was interviewed by Clifford Reeves and he made

the following statement:

Mr. Parsons stated that he i1s a night chief-of-pollce at
Bessemer, Alabama, and that his records show that at 10:23 PM
on February 28, 1946, a signal wasg flashed over the pollce radio
to Car 191 to go to Dartmouth Avenue and 27th Street, Bessemer,
Mr. Parsons stated that signal 33 was glven, which means '"Bad
man with a gun". This car, 191, was manned by Officers Mullins
and Grimeg. He said that when this signal was given, the other
police car also went to the same address and he assumed that Car
190, which was manned by Officers EubanBs and Jennings also went
on thig call.

1iffoyd Reedves




NEW YORK, Feb. 22. —' A_joint=statement, issued yesterday [,
by Saul Wellinan, secretary o the National Veterans Committee, ‘ 3
and konry ‘Winston, secretary ~of the National Negro Commission PORES s O g
of the Communist Party, condiemned the “wave of lynchings of hE T i U Ry SR :
Negro GI's and vets.” The Conununist leaders, both _veterans of i Mﬂk BN o
the war against Hitlerism, called . - 33 TUEE y P2t 7 1946
upon President Truman to order i 1946 i

the Attorney General to protect Uy B B QK1 v .ﬂ;D

A =,

the civil rights of the Negro peo-
ple.

NAZI TECHNIQUE! 7 2 faa BT RS e / ,
Pointing out that the vicious (li. ate ALl et Pl - S
—f— ‘
/ 7

|ynching tradition of the feudal

south has horrowed the “modern | (- ;
Nazi technique . . . shot while - { /
trying to escape,” the Commu- s ¥
nist veterans declare: ‘ [y :

“Shot while reaching for a | V2 : M
pon-existent weapon is the new ; L e b : S/, ; e i
alibi of fascist police officials in ; =
a wave of Iynchings of Negrq e : = / y
GI’s and vets.” : rret ! > { , b Ae

The Communists bring to pub- 5 gL Z - P N N
lic attention the slaying of Tim: o Jye ete "L . Lot ANy 1) TNEPAPR SN o sl )
othy Hood, an honorably dis- | , e il
charged Negro Marine from Bes- y = . ; il
semer, Alabama. ¢

Hood was attempting to pull
Jown 2 Jim Crow gign in a street
car which made him sit in a
sertain section. Having fought
-he Fascists abroad, he did not \ .
yant to fake orders from them E _ y: N v Ll -
at home, - / Vi e Tt Ceete. /[ &

Hood was shot five times by _ : | :
the motorman of the streectcar, s T N / , : ; — vehL
W. R. Weeks. : 1 Ty & v = P L oA : : 2

When the chief of police arrived } ‘ . ?
on the scene, he found Hood had ™ ‘ AR Ll A e 1
peen taken 'érit.ically wounded to . ; - , Aee A— C g ey acee d
a nearby house. ' ‘ b0 bt e . / |

The chief of police arrested YT e de L ALLE WS e ¢ / ¢ -
Hood and then shot him dead. /s L TR T .

Alibi of Chief Frant was the Uagr
same as in the brutal police 1 L § — LA / C-a £ B
slaying of two Negro GI's in i 7‘ j y {
Freeport, L. L: “He reached for g Lol / : L) :

a g,un.” A > ' r o {

The Communist statement Y it B
points out “both these Negro oy ( s
veterans carried no weapons. ] ) 7
The Birmingham and Freeport ( Y
Iynchings are just two of a wave : x
of such legal murders. The vic- o / v : ! fj.
4ims are egro soldiers and vet- ol e W, 7 :

~Terans who fought for freedom Rt " T i

gainst fascism. A 2
g wThe enemy wWe fought in Ger- o IS Rl :

Japan has found ref- -

any and D % = e
- o in the United States,” the
;%_fement continued. T!}; e?; L e et oA i e A 05

ig the man Who Speaxs ihe o i
mind of Hitler thoutgh ;h:f laézg- CTHBN Ko A5 D ‘ _
uage i8 ;z:yglish instead O &
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B Erican Civii LEERTIES UNION
170 Fifth Avenue * New York City (10)

(at 22nd Street)
GRamercy 7-4330

OFFICERS
Pror. Epwarp A. Ross PeARL 8. Buck B. W, Huesscu ARTHUR GARFIELD Hays
Chairman, National Committee EREAAI‘? L%-OE'DRAK- GARRISON Treasurer Morris L. ERNST
K P. HAM y
Rev. Joun Haynes HoLMEs Rr. REv. EDWARD L. PaRsoNs RoGER N. BALDWIN Counsel
Chairman, Board of Directors Dr. Mary E. WooLLEY Director CLIFFORD FORSTER
Vice-Chairmen, National Committee Staff Counsel

March 7, 19486 ﬁ)

W

Mr. Turner Smith GU} ),
()

Civil Rights Section
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C,

Dear Turner Smith:

I just want to go on rececrd as having
written to you about the shooting of Timothy
Hood, a Negro, by the Brighton,Alabama
Chief of Police, G. B. Fant on Saturday,
February 9. I understnad that your section
already has this case under consideration.

On the face of it, the murder would
appear to call for a thorough investigation.
Please be good enough to let me know the
developments in thls case.

Very silncerely yours,

AL &
Sta

CF: jg

1920 — cgwentg—ﬂ've years tn @e/énsa o/p Civil Liberties — 1945
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TLC:TLS 1 esw

144-1-30

‘March 11, 1946

Mr. clifford Porster, Staff Counsel

~American Civil Liberties Union ,

170 Fifth Avenue

New York 10, New York | EOLLIE
Dear Mr. Forster: _ ' : ‘

. Replying to your letter of March 7, 1946, to
Mre Turner L. Smith, Chief of the Civil Rights Sectioen,
in regard to the death of Timothy Hood, Negre, at
Brighton, Alabama, I am glad to advise you that this
matter isz now under investigabion.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General

THERON L. CAUDLE
Agsistant ‘ttorney Genersl

CC:s Records
Chron.




=~ * STARDARD Form no. 64 : . ’ K .
Oﬁice Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
(7~

TO : The Attorney General DATE: March I5 1946
FROM : Therorn L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General TLC :MIW : esw
144-1-30
SUBJECT: Chief of Police Fant; W.R. Weeks
T‘(—C Civil Rights and Domestic Violence

You called the Civil Rights Section on February 28, 1946,
about @ matter involving the shooting and death of Timothy Hood, a
Negro veteran, near Birmingham, Alabama, as a result of a disturbance
aboard & streetcar on February 8, 1946. I have today requested the
Federal Bureau of Investigetion to conduct an investigation in the
matter.

The informstion we have to date is as follows: Timothy Hood,
an honorably discharged Marine, moved the segregation sign on a
Bessemer, Alabama streetcar. W. R. Weeks, motorman, engaged in an
argument with Hood beca2use of his having moved the sign and drew a
pistol.s Weeks and Hood engaged in a scuffle outside the car, several
shots were fired, and Chief Fant of the Brighton Police Department,
who lived nearby, went to the scene upon hearing the shots. Hood
apparently fled the scene after the shots and was iater apprehended
in a nearby house by Fant. Fant states that Hood made a move as if
to get a2 gun when he was asked if he had shot the motorman whereupon
Fant shot Hood one time in the head and killed him instantly. Tt
wes later discovered that Hood had been shot three times in the
body, presumably by the moterman Weeks., No weapon wasf__found on

Hood. On February 9, 1946, Coromer J. T, /po@mm reitm'ne&’ & 'verdict

of justifiable homicide. 5 MAR 19 0 1946
T | ay
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¥Form No. 1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Bmm’ Ai.le ‘ _ FILE NO. hh-gs an
REPORT MADE AT 1 Y DATE WHEN MADE ;Erl;!llé)!? 'ﬁgg}: REPORT MADE BY ;
BIMINCHAM 32746 |3-15,19,20, PIERCR ALLEN PRATT (A).
—— BL0B | ranacrenor case:
CHIEF OF POLICE GREENBRERY B. FANT: CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC
WILLIAM RYAN WEEKS VICLENGE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:  TIMUTHY HOUL, colered, dimlnrgaﬁ lhr*fnc, Bunnur,
.Alabama, boarded strestcar operated by Birmingham

Electric Company at Dessemer, Alabama on 2-8<4i€ at

_ approximately 10:00 P. 4. Color board used to segre~

gate races in conformance with local statute reported
moved forward cne seat by HOOD. Upon instructions

to move board back and refussl to do so, streetear
fare refunded to him by motorman WILLIAM RYAN WEEXS
with instructions to leave car. Witnesses state HOOD
refused to leave by rear entrance and :

off car at frant entrance, sengaging him in fight.
Notorman, cenfined to S5t. Vincent's Hospital, Birming-
ham 2-9 through 2-14~U6 as result of injuries received
in fight, stated he fired revolver five times al negro
to protect himself, three shots taking effect. HOOD
therealter ran into negro house wherse he was later
locathd by police officers and placed in police car.
Questioned incident on streetcar by Chief

of Police OREINSERRY B. FANT, Brighten, Alabsma, HOOD
reported by FANT as attempting to grab him with left
and, at same time reaching for right pocket, at
which time FANT shot him in head with .30 caliber Smith
and Wesson revolver, killing him. Witnesses to arrest
state no handeuffs ever placed on victim, although
ISAREL HOOD, father of TIMOTHY, states son had cuffs on
at time he viewed body. Ne weapon found on HOOD after
shooting. Justifiable homicide verdict returned by
Coroner J. T. McCOILUN, Dessemer, Ala. Father of victim
reported having stated he could do nothing with son since

he retwrned from armed cos, al no substantiation
of this by muuoonn“m-émm.

i

USA, Birmingham\] «
Birainghas o0~

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT —&
FORWARDED: IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
4 é
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mmw: Iatter tron tho Bman datod lli.rch 8, 19h6

' ..DEﬂII.S* This mmt.tgatim ta pmdicatod on rofcmeo Bnruu lett.x “P" Bt

- tioned "CHIEF OF POLICE FANTs W.-R. WREKS - CIVIL.

2 ' RIGHTS. AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE®, requesting that in accordance
ﬂth a munnndt- subritted with the reference letter from the Criminal -
. Division of the Department, investigation be cmduct.nd conceming the
‘ \chwt.!.ng or ‘rmnr HOCD at Bessemr, Alabma.

R i mnemtalnmormdmdatedl&mhl, 19h6£mmnm
Sl G&UDIE, Assistant Attomey Jeneral, advised that the Departuient had

G received information that TINOTHY BOCD, a discharged negro Marine of Buﬁ- it

mer, Alabama, had been shot and killed by Chief of Police FANT of the
- Brighton Police Fores on February 8, 19h6, after HOOD had previcusly been
-mwuotomnt.mﬂﬁstonmgammvnsymthaﬁmm 3
operated by WEEKS at Bessemer, Alabasa. The Department requested that
a preliminary investigation be conducted to detemine whether there lcnd

g inm W viom:ta: of Sutit:n 52, T:ltlo 18, thited. States Godo

At. tbnim.nml El.ctri.c chpazv, Firathmnndmt

: l!imhehm, the writer was referred to ¥r. EVANS D. LONG, Claim

; Adjnutor, who after discussing this matter with Mr. REED BARNES, General
: comul. ror t.hn oupmy made anﬂ.abh perﬁnant papors coueomang t.h:u

e 00 Anmaimtimafth. dhpatchcv'a mm luhithdhylr.- ‘
B. D. COTTON reflected that car #590 was being operated by Mr. W. R, WEEKS
on February 8, 1946, on the South Bessemer run and that at approximately
10:20 P. M. atkrtnouthaul??thﬁtmt, Bessemer, according to the in-
formation furnished to the dispatcher by Mr. WERKS, & negro men moved :
thceelorbnrdtonpodtimdimﬂymumhhmmmw
. sengers. According to this report, he was asked to move the board

. where it was and replied, "Move it yourself". The operator, according

to the report, then told the negro that he would refund his fare and let
hinmm;ththgmﬁldtomﬁofmtohhmmttho
met him about the cen orth.-hitomtiminthtammurt.oftha
‘car, at which time ha his hand into his pocket. The operator

he had struck the mm with the butt of a gun he was carrying and

a fight ensued. nport -utunth.opomtnrmbudlybut‘n about
his face and that he shot at the negro five times. The negro was
uhtorkill-dh.rthpol and the operator carried to the St. Vin-
mt'l‘ﬁupihlinnmpmcnr.

The report of Mr. JGF. SALTER, Innltmtor for tho Bi.rninghn
Electrie Company, i1s set forth as follows: ;

COLE S



4

gredfe e . 5

| .r |
\ (e

- "p, Pant, Chief of Folice, Brichton who lives st 416 - So. 27th St., ..
‘Bessenc ' j;hhamdgmetobedmmontmzwﬂi :

" _he heard some shots fired and about the time he heard the shots same

uhmd,'mdtmemtmuhlswtonthecarlim.m~,.-
Jumped he went oul (o the car track on Dartmouth =
‘Ave at 27th St. which 48 % block from his home. When he got to Dartmouth
ive. the car headed to town was stopped at 27th Street. The motorman was-
: up 4 e car with his face bleeding. - About that time the officers ' -
-,MBOMarriwdnndma said this negro had went in a house near
then he and officer Andy Eubanks ontered the freat door

1 e 'of the others went to the resar. llmxheandm

in the house they found this negro who was sbout 22 yrs cld, 5 foot 4

mull,mshttbnntzwisittinginaclmirinthnniddlem He

8l noml -did not seem to have been hurt in any way. They.
go with them. Kegntnpwalkodontt ths police '
i : ‘back seat. Mr. ¥fubanks gob in the auto and Mr Fant said =~
wmt‘bwk;nthnhomudnkqumemmtmnﬁm was the ouly
' “had entered the house. They said yes. Then he went back to the

vhm'thenegronsmdopamdmbmkdmwm hin where
answered I'ngotnodum Bn dhﬂtohiship
‘ 4
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‘ JmSALTER _ b
& ‘Ih:roport t;acidmtu Buhnittadhwthnnotman, ¥r, w.n,. :
WEEKS reflects that this incident occwrred at the Cormer of Dertaouth Ave-
nus and 27th Street in Bessemer; that the car was bound for Pirmingham from
Bessemer at the time the incident occurred and that there were approximtely
£ifty passengers at the time. However, with the exception of the names of
three witnesses belng obtained, the identity of the others waus not learned
uﬂlindiﬂdﬁhmwmthocarmddiw : :

The dchilnd description of the moidun. as described w the
moborman is set ferth veroatim as submitted b;r him in bis report:

" . Iminhomdmmrmmhht.miammmrddwarat
zht.h 8t., & Darteouth Ave. There was some negro standing in the car. HNe
paid this fare and went back to seat himself in the col. section of the
-ear. I had to wait abeut 3" in the siding at 27th 5%. for an outbound car,
This negro all the time I was in the switch tried to get some other

to move the col. beards uwp. There was white passenger sitting in the firvst

n3 -
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rhn-a mt abuva tta ml bmds on the Isft s.ide of tha ci.r thm was mzy
.1 geat above the col. boards. After I had pulled oul of the switch this
.. negre moved the col. board up so it was opposite the white passenger. I

__“then went back and asked him to move the board back. -He said, to me &6

move 1t back yourseélf. I then said to him I would give him his fare back. e

- *.1I hed my changer oo my belt. I gave hin this seven cents and had turned

‘to go to the front of the car to open the center doors. I had opéned them
lnoked arcwnd this negro was up in the white section of the car com=. . - .
‘the fromt doors. I asked him why he did not go out the center
He.ssid, he was going sut the front doors and carry me with him.
‘reached back im his right back pockst. I then pulled =y gun and
‘him over the ‘head with the butt of the gwn. T thowzhd I could kup
shooting him.,  Tho next thing T ¥new he had ma down on the sgiraset where
wable to get loose. After he had beat me on the head the right :
fthq face hie kept me with my back to him all the time. I had my
right hand and put it wder my left arm and shot Iive times with -
3 bullets hitting the negro.  There was some negro called to this.
" nomthatthahwnscommgandhetum.dand -to a negro house. ‘
~There was somé white saw whére he wenl and the po cemtandgothin
After the police gob the negre he again put his hand in this pocket as to
" draw a gun or knife, The Chiof of Brighton siiot the negro through the -
4 hudandhcmdud'hmlsawhm. They bad me to wait wtil the Coroner
b got there to .tdent.m him I was carried to S5i. Vincents with head injury.

8 Hgggﬁ
qggag%s?ﬁi

_ : W‘. R. HEm (Signed
Address 616 16th Strost. Sout.hra:t :
Date and un of. th:.s repm-t 2/1.8/1;6 10:145 n ige L3, padgo No. 1079

ngth of acrvica 17 yurs

Witmess . R. BURGESS
P T Accldent Clerk "

Mr. LONG m‘lmd that in compliance with Section 102 of the
General City Cede of Birmingham, 19hl, re:“Saparation of faces”, every com-
mon carrier is required to provide equal but separate uemodatima Lor
the white and colored races, including separate entremces and exits to
and from the car, as well as providing separate accommodations within the
ear. A copy of this particular mﬁmmmmmmuum
- ineluded as part.of the Agmt.'n notes.

Anﬁ.ﬂotthtnh nﬂoetaﬂntthnmatthfollom
individuals were obtained as witnesses:

Hr. and Mrs. Albert Lee Good
213 North Sth Street, Pimingham

“l‘-



B h16 Eouth 27th Strnt e
lt the xsq,unat, o.r thﬁ Mvestignting a.gent, m*. HILLI&! am

< HEEKS, :aubonan operating the strectcar at the time of this incident, was -
- made available for interview and at that time submitted the following

" volwmtary statknent, the arigmalnfuhidzisbeing Mdmtn-rm"""ﬂ o

WX of th:‘.a cuse: o 7 e _ : :
i :‘_f.! 82 -_ PN e A ' &rch 19, 191:5 2
I, ?ﬁlliam m:z lfoeka, do hareby wmake the following Im and

e ;vnlnttw mbment. to Specis) Agent Pierce 4. Pratt of the Federal Bnm

- of Tnvestigation, U. S, Dept. of Justice. No threats or -pramises have
. heen made to me and I fully realize that I am not regquirkd to make this

‘statement. I also mliu that. anything Ianym be naad agaimwin
't emt of Iaw.- e :

Inkzmrsafm, naminﬂmd hluasmchildm Iham 2

i gbun np‘ibyld at my present position for a pericd of 17 years as an employse
‘of the Bimdngham Electxic Company as an operator of a street car. My rwmn -

' 'anth-urlinohmsm&saeaumwhichilamcmmmtedca,
' that is I operate and collect faraes at the front of the car. mttng ;
- capacity of thnmloperatoisaboutsslaumgen. -

On Feb 8,-19L5 at appnximwly 10302 pu I :tu'ted ny return
run t6 Birainghaw frowm the pipe shop located one mile noith of Bessemer,
Alabsma. I had a full car of passengers both colored and white with the
exception of one vacant seat just shead of the colored board which I had
placed on the back of the second seat formard from the rear entrence and

- exit of the car. Thers were soversal oolored passengers standing in the

rear of ths car and while the sext that was vacant was in the white section
of the car I had to anticipate additional white passengers poanding the

. car enroute to Bimmingham. As & malter of fact thers were more ssats

being oceupled by colored passenzers than by white. The seat opposite the
vacant seat in the white section was occupied by whits passengers and im
conformance with the local law regarding segregation of the raced I could’
.m nove one colorcd board ahud of another.

: A% t.hu corner of 2ht.h St. and Iartmouth Ave. I picked up a
number of celered passengers which resulted in the above desoribed seating
arrangement. Ameng these passengérs was ona Tiwothy Hood, colored, wio
seated himself in the firsi seat back of the ¢colored beard in the eolored
uctimofthomﬂthanothcrmcr. Whils he had a seat he told

PR
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another colored male pu-mg-r, "llom the hoard fomz& lfhero I am
“ " came from us colored had all the seat room we wanted. Ve sat anywhere
' we wanted to. This coriversation took place while I was waiting rar nn o

o apprmehing mr at the aﬁtch at 27¢h St. and Dartnoubh Ave,

. Floati g, > utharcolondpasmger teldhimhemnotgoingtanm

tho bour;l After the car started formard the individual who I later lea:mad

. 71 was Timothy Hood moved the colored board forward one seat; however, no
= eolored passenger ever did sit domm in-the seat.. with tho bmrd rmrd

9 thin seat was then oppnute 2 white puuagerl‘. :

iy o awpmtuwmummu&wmmmmto
move t-ha board back one seat o where I had previously placed it, He = =
. told:me thati.flwmt it baektomm it myself. To nvoid troubleltald ; %

i is in accordance with company policy. -He said "Give it to me", thich L
the fare amounting to seven cents. I then went fomrd to the fmt
‘the car to open the rear door for him te lu'u. - :

_ ag

R A Anltnmdumdluthawucaﬂngtotbrmtatmm
and I asked him, "Boy, why don't you go out the rear door as you are sup-
pose to"? He said, "I'm going out the front door and I'nguingtomm
you with me®, Ltth-mtiu he made & motion towards his right
~ pocket. I took out my gun which is carried on runs where robberies
" ogourred or whers trouble has experienced, aﬁdhithinonrthom.-
with the butt of the gun. He forced me out of the front door and o

that required a mmber of atitches to close up, I aﬁill,lad ny gun, &

©  +32-,20 of Spanish make, in my right hand. T put my right hand under my

left arm and fired 5 shots with three of them hitting him but apparently
taking ne effect as he continued to beat me. He Imocked me up against the
car and during this struggle I dropped my gun. Ihithinwithlsm

~ switch handle twice over the head and then lost consciousness. :

I_mnptmnwaamm tnhmmxmto:n

~ When I came to I went out to the esr and ths police were there. cm.ror
~ Police Fant of Drighton came up-tonm__toldnthqhadthnnemm
wanted me to identify him. The police had him in the police onr
was dead. T identified him as the negro who had attacked me. 8
atth-mubﬂthauhlmwwmﬂm’thmmuw.
got on the car and it Special to Powderly, Ala. and was then
- Inspector Cotton to the St. Vincenta Hospital, Birmingham, Alabsma.

gi%

“E

: : Ididmtm»hcarwmmnrubymutmpuiu
aftu- I loat censciousness. Tihis negro was about 6' 2" in hcight and I
understand mm aromwd 230 1hs. I weigh 135 lbs and am 6 foot in height.

- 6
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“om tht car at the time of this incident and the name otanof.har uhc wag
'nm thn #cene of tha attuclc although m en tln m e B

e Ilmmrudthaabmmm.ntmistingmushtonuu
1t1ltrn¢tathebest orwknwlodgamdbolicr. P

e w.ru.nv. nmt m:axs

FBI, Biniughm, Al’n _ _ - i L
E. Davis Long ke s - Pl e
 Claius id.iuater, B-hgm Hec. | S "-_'__‘ ‘

M. WREKS mmd tha.t. the ua’sing capad.ty ‘of the typ. car e

0. opakaﬁing at the t.m was about fifty to sixty passengers. He advised ¢
% thnt he had picked up a number of colored passengers ab 2ith Street mdﬁ

' Dartmouth Avenus, losding thes at the front of the car by the colored

" entrance whers they there deposited their fare in the eoin box. He ad-

_vised that this car was a one man operated car and thnt he did not have

a conductor aboard. He stated that the colored passengers in accordance
withthswﬁmh:mttothumofthmmsutth-ulm-
':I.nthacolmductim

' ' lr. mnn. mm‘m, hmctwtarthonmmmnﬁu
Compny, who resides at 1125 Second Court Yest, Sirmingham, advised that
hmmuthm.mwtu.ppmwmwtmom ‘Ho
. stated that on the night of this incident he called the Station Master's
 Office, reporting in and at that time was advised of the incident and -

“the location where it had occurred. Upon arriving at the scene, he stated
that police officers informed him that everything had been cleared up and
that he, with J. O, UMENS, snother inspector, took the atreetesr to the
“barns, h.mumtmmm-mﬂtww R. WEEKS to the 5t.

Vincents Hospital. He advised thai the cperator had been badly beatens
that his oyes were in bad shape and that 1tm"-mrarh1nu_

remain in the hospital several days. He stated that he had been unable
to obtain the onti.ty of additional witnesses, as all of them had left
the car. He ad mdmsmmnotaummmoxuom-umw-.
the motorman or hy FANT. Ace to a report submitted by Mr. JOE
SALTER goncerning the interview had thlr.nﬁlrl.mms GOAD,
this report indicated that both Mr. and Mrs. GOAD had advised that they
saw only theé argument between TIMOTHY HOOD and Mr. WEEKS; that they had
observed the negro push WEEKS off the cary however, they stated that
had not seen the shooting and did not &ook to see what was happening

'sf

.m‘“.
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viaud J¥r. ERNEST SHAW at his residence- South 27th 5Street, eanc-ming
" “hnis version and observatitns made in this matter. A u@.ud statement
. -was taken from i, SHAW and is being set out below.. The orig:lmletthia
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Lt ’Balmer, Lla‘bma, the orting agent located and inmter-

 statement uming retained in the file of this case. | 2

2 . B.amr, Ah. . g
-1, Barnest sm, do h-reby nko the tnlladng volmtnry st.nte— :

w 'mt to Speeial Agent P: A. Pratt, Federal Burean of Investigation, U. S.

Dept. of Justice, No threats or promises have been made to me and I make
this statement of my omn free will and accurd._ I msido at h16 So 27th

St. Beuenu-, Ala,

At about - 10500 Fi on Fabmy 8 191;6.. I was sittm; i:n wmy home

" at the sbove sddress when Nelts Lane Garrison and “Bubber® Davis cAme rwn~ -
" ning up to the house and called for Chief Fant of the Brighton Police to
- come at once, that & négro wes killing a motorman. Mr. Fant married my

wife's mother and resides at my address. - As Mr. Fant was not dressed and =
hadtoputmhﬁaebthaaImoutofthghomtothomtwldu,

% bleck west and saw a negro and & motorman fighting on the ground. The
negro had the motorman domn and holding him his left hand was sbout to

© strike him with 5 steel switch rod. Another negro sseing me coming called
‘toﬁ! n-aro Ihtulmﬁm ﬁUotrwaeodmtold ld.ntomr

Boodimdnulym“pmd Imhinrmintosnegrﬁhom

% tt2622mrhﬂhth4n. When ¥r. Fant came up I told him where the negro -
had rum and at sbout that same time the Bessemer Folics car arrived. MNr.
‘Pant and an officer from the Bessemer police department went in the fromt
~ door of the house after the nemlndanother atﬁmmﬂ]:uubmt_te ;

the rear of thu house.

htorthaybrmghtm otthohmemd‘atmtthr

o )
'mulldnzmidd. They did not ha m handcuffs on him at that time

nor at any othar time during the period I saw him. 'mquthinintb

back seat of the police car and did mot handeuff him at this time.

: AaI!ndnmtotlucomarwithontbﬂingamphhlydrM
nothvingaahirtm,lretumedfrmth.pol&mmtethemmf
27th St. and Dartmouth Ave. to get a sweatser my wif'e had brought me.
mthbmhélhurda-hatmdmtoth-arandthenmm

gro lying on the back seat of the car. He had his right hand on his
hip. iis other hand was wnder his body. He did not bhave any handouffs
matthhtinuﬂlknul:rrivdatthommlyaumortmaﬁor
thtshatuuﬁﬂd
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L X 'hﬂlimstmﬂngatthepolieemraftorﬁmthwmm
i ,'bcm ahotmrolﬂnod, Tinothy's father, came up to the ear and told all

- of the police offfcers standing thers that Timothy had not been right

.~ . since he had been back from the serviee. &ﬂnmﬂ.udﬁlﬁra’aﬁn&t
'_"htanmmmwaMathohody 5

% hn.u nnd the abwe st.nhmnt and :l.t is tm to thc hast

el el s s
Ry X A. Prn.tt. Spa&m Amt Ly
£ “A t.he Beaam Poliee Dcpartmnt, Dt.ti,c-r ANDRE! 14. BWKS

: m mﬁmm and the tollaﬂng sigmed statement obtained fron hu, ‘the - s
3 :m-iginal °f ‘l’hich is hdng retained in the £0e of this’ can- R Tt e

R b ol SR SRR i W e Maveh 19, 19h6
FER L TR 1‘- % et ke T SRt e b Busmr, Rda. oo o
B B R . oA mam . Bubanks, do he:raby make the following ﬁm and
.wlmtar:r statement to Special Agmt Plorce A. Pratt, Federal Bureau of-

- Invéstigation, U, 5. Dept. of Justice. No threats or promises have bwa
, ndotoneand I make this statuentorm;ym free will and accord,

Ian an ﬁfﬁm with t.ha Bumner Pnlicn Dept. Beam, u.a-

‘hnnandhavebamaomplayudrorwmths. Ihavsheanapououorﬂm’

_ fa- approuduteiy 35 years.

b} 'thhiruqﬁ 19h6:tnpproximtsl mmlreooindtﬁlll
while at the police station to go to 27th St. and Dartmouth ive. &8s a ncm
had shot & street car operator. Mr. Bill Jennings, wy partner, an officer
of the Bessemer F. D. went with me untlﬁsmllmduhmmaniudat .
this address Wr. Fent, Police Chief of Brighton, Ala. met us and told that
the negro that shot the motomman was in that house, pointing at the second
house .tran 27%h St. on mrhouth Ave located on the uest side of the avenue.

- Imtiutotho negro house with lir. Fant and Nr. Jennings went
tothumtomwntmuupc. ¥When we got to the middle room of the
house we fourd & negro sitting in a chair. We made him get up and at thet
‘time T made & partial frisk although not thorough. The negrc women in the

~ house asked us to leave ns one of them was pregnant. We took the negro
man out and put him in the car of Officers Grimes and Wullins who had
upinthonuntim. - ' A
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. an argument over tha’.oolor‘__bdgzﬂmdhudattmkdhm He told me the
- negro had pulled him off the street car and beat him and thnth.had-‘nrd_
~at ' the negro with his gun and believed thet he had hit him. Igothic -

- npame and address and then I went out to the street car and tried to

‘the names of some witnesses. I got the names of four witneeses Ancluding
kr, and Mrs. Albert Les Goad, 213 Keo. 9th S5t., B'ham, Ala. and Gertrude bt
" - Wates, 1507 8th Ave No Bham and Mabel clay 520 - 2}.st St. Beumr, m., ‘the
: htter t.m being aoler-d ]

N lhoutthintimllsamdthatthemgroMbunkmum
‘ktﬂfmmnr.mthild;hotthemm I did not hear this shot.’ "
,.Mthemmnuivudlganhhthomnofthaﬁh&ﬂumdnw 3 gt
jprtmrmdlhttthtsm

Ihumdthuahmmtmditiutmmdcmctr
' mmnmm

Witnessed: ; S
. 5 o Plerce A. Pmtt
‘Special Agent He s ¥ . o : A
"?t B- Io’ B'hﬂ, mc : . 5 r ."

Ir.mmumumtmmmummm 1 HOOD
Ihmh'mfamdmthehomferﬂwmthatit was not diﬁ.nidy
determined st that time that he was the individual who had engaged the .
motorman in the fight on the streetcar. He stated that HOOD was taken
from the house walking unaided between him and Mr. FPANT and that theay placed
* hm-din the pelice car of Officers GRIMES and MULLEN, HNe advised that
immediately upon learning that the negro had been killed he returned to the
g'm.rj however, there were no handcuffs on HOOD at that time.

‘ mmmmtummmawncmmm

mctnknp the crowd back from the oar and keep traffic moving, he stated
- that ISAREL HOOD, father of TIMOTHY HOOD, came up to the car and at that
time made the statement in the presence of other officers there that he
had had trouble with TINOTHY ever singehe ceme back from the service and
that he couldn't do anything with him.

o SR
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| “‘}mm-mm and -the following signed statement obtained from him, the .

"crigiml arm.zh is baing retlinadiu the files of this office; -

e I, Lawton Grinn, do herahwuke thorollnvs.ng frumdvolm-t'_ :
tary statement to Special Agent Plerce A, Pratt; Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation, U. 5. Dept. of Justice. Fo threatsor preamises have been made to
'Icutlluk‘thiamtemmofwmtmuinandmcord Xl

S Tanh polics officer with the Bessemer Police Bcpt.., w’ f e

. A1&; T have been with this depariment for. appmxinuly nm yau-s ik
mide at 525 Mekdory. 5t., Bauemr, Ala, .. ; B

N e .'mrobﬁ,mhs wpnrtwandlrecoiwdandiooﬂ.l&ogn
'toﬂthm.mdnarhouthln. that there was a man with a gun there.
_This wasabout 10:20 M. When we arrived at this address some bystander

V"téldlr. Mullen, my partner and me, that the negro that shot the mobor- #

man was in the house, at thcmtmpointinxnutammhomm

© . Dartmouth Ave. betwsen 26th and 27th Street. At this time Mr. Pant and

. Mr. Hubanks came out the negro house with a negro between them. They

'--.Mmmqmr,.u.mmu&mumm I_gortont_'

: "oftbmuﬂmhyingtokmthacroﬁhokfmtbw

b b : Kr.rmtmnnpmtharmlandmatthaw:mnm
. thammwluuhismmummdlmdortbhpnuimthntth
“'mwmnhndbm:hot. :

' frhnmgrotoldhin, "Idon'thn ve any damn gun & ,
Inthlatr-d.olr*. "I was in the house there and you come in and got
for nothing". The negro said "You are liable to kill me but damn you
I'11 ki1l you too”, With this statement the negro made & lunge for Mr.
Fant at the same time reaching for his right hip pocket. As he lunged,
- ﬁ.?mtiwm.dh&!mmldtmdmuﬁpﬂlﬁmmﬁm

mthetwhichkﬂlodth-mm : :

Mr. Nullins

The only witnesses to this incident
who 1s my partner, and myself. At the time the was
mitbmmmnrytoonlorthowﬁhckawfmmmm
thay were ordered to the other side of the street and to mowe on,

 Offioer LAVEGU GRINSS of 456 Bessamer Polieo Wﬂ Vi By
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| S l?e gtw gtthecar tmt:ll thamuran-iwdmmld tor '
—_an anbuhneo. !Ie thmrmvad the body and latt thn scene. '_A 35
CET LT have ead: She: shnva statment it is tm to e bm; of W
mlednandbeliaf. P : A S
“ G _ mea ums"_f
. Witnessed: o
RS S e A .Pratt, spschl Azeat B
Fl Ba Iu, Ul O. Dﬂptu of Miu LR

MR A lr. GRNES at-abud tm no ha.ndcum ure ever pheul on tnmrnr
m from thn time he was located in the negro house throughout the entire
“$ime he wag in cuw He advised that ISAREL HG&D, father of '].‘IIOTE!,

0 A e S babeRt WAL $ERIng Bie boylic bedy a Tia nde Sree by
" had

boon‘kﬂludthlthtéidn&knmﬂnthnﬂmwthowImo.hil i
return trcn ﬂn nrﬂ.eo. S3 e s
= ~Mr. GRIIES ltatcd tlnt ho, with Borgoant BIRD ot 'Iho Hﬂituy

: ‘Pouecnnd ‘another military police whose name he could not recall had ar-
rested TIMOTHY in 1945 for baing improperly dressed while in uniform. He
stated that HOOD was wearing an Ammy uriform instead of & Marine unifomm,

Mr, GRIMES continued stating that TIMOPHY had informed them at that time thnt
his Marine uniform was in the cleaners and that was the reason he was wear-
. ing an Army #niform. At this time, TIMOTHY was taken by these two officers.
to his residence on Exter Avenue, Bessemer, in order that his papers could

be checked and that while in the house, according to Mr. CRIMES, TINOTHY ,
struck one of the military police and scuffled with him in the house. Siwb- -
sequantly, howewver, being subdued, GROMES stated that 211 the way to the
City Hall HOOD was swearing and cursing the military polios and talking !
- about the white people. ORDMES stated that ‘upon arriving at the citv&.n

- 'HOOD unm tho officers in another fight.

: ‘ Officer cmms p <% IIULIEH, Police Gﬂ'iou- with the Dessemer _

. Police Department, was interviewed and he furnished the following signed
statement, thooriﬂmlo:which il being r-tninvdin the file of this

case:

e i | March 21, 19L6

e Pirningham, Ala.

1, Charles T. Wullen, do hereby make the following voluntary
statement to Special Agent P. A. Pratt;, Federal Bureau of Investigation,

-12-\
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i S. Dopt. of Justica. No thrents or praﬁsu have hun udc tomand
Im.thisammmtofwmmwmmm

LA : " I reside at 113 mhga cour!s, Elyton Vilhp Biminghn,
: mbnu I an a police officer on the Bessemer Police Dopart-mt. ‘whieh
_I hnm baen 80 employed for the paat 2% years, = - |

s On February 8, 19L6, at lpprorhately 10:15 A ll. v pnrtntr

©and Iracdnd a call on the police radio to go to 27th and Dartmouth

- Ave, Bessemer, Als. Te arrived shortly thereafter and found police car

' 190 of the Bessemer Police Dept. already there but no officers in sight.
‘Bystanders told us mmmm:ahmsmmammmanm,

k: m fm the atrut car whi.ch was litting hurby

: Abont this time ¥r. F’lnt, chht of Peli.u at Br.lght.on, Aa, -
and Mr. Bubanks of the Eessemer Police came out of the froemt of a negro :
“ house’ vlthsnogroinbetum tlun Hamnlking maidodandnanat :

~-handeuffed, _ : '

: Mbrmghthinouttommndputhinmthabukmt
‘Iithoutputtmgmcuffnmm ¥r. Font started talking to him and T,
. heard the negro swearing at Mr. Fant. I could not tell whether ihe negro

'_,hndbmdnnwngwmnthoughhmdidnotglnmwofm-

ing nor did he give any indication of having been shot.

: - Im-tmdingmth-rig aﬁiofthur‘mdbah‘M‘m
' this side were closed. The back door on thehttsidtmopaxanﬂ!r.
mtmmﬂ,:tmmghythhdoar tqll:ing nﬂtﬁmena still not

‘ Iimudaatmglommuamtmiamt.umﬁi?
sane time. I went around to the left side of the car and saw the negro
lying on the back seat. Mr, Fant said, "He tried to grab me”. : .

Nr. Crimes and I stayed at the scene until the coroner arrived.
m-rmumnammnmlm, the father of Timothy Hood, came up
~ to the car and wanted to see his son. He made & statement at that time
tuthcdidn'timwmthadhppmmm; that he had been having
trouble with him since he came back from the amy. This statement was
made in the presence of Mr. Grimes, M¥r. MeCullom, the coroner and myself.

NMr. Fant may have been present at the time this statement was
made.
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- Ihavereadthaabmstakmntmditintruatothehwb
of uy lmonﬂ.udgn. ] :
_ 6. 7. woLLEy
P. A. Pratt, Special Agent _ - _

' mvestigat-ion was comlucted .'m tht vicini‘by of ETth and i
Dartmouth Avenue in ar eoffort to obtain additional witnesses to the shoot—
ing of HOOD by Chief of Police FANT, HNowever, it appears that with the -
exception of police officers, all individuals had been ordered back awsy
from the car to a position across Dartmouth Avenue in order that trafﬂc
could be kept moving. ‘ ,

: PANNIE WAHREN, colored, who resides at 2622 Dartmouth Avenue
was located and interviewed regarding t.ha observations noted by her 2t the
time TIMOTHY HOOD ran into her house. A signed statement obtained {rom
her is set forth as follows. The original of this statement is being re-
tained in the files of the Blmingham Field Division: : <

: Bessemer, Alabama

ARG . Fannie Yarren, do honby make the following wluntuy mt.-
ment to Speclal Agent Pierce A. Fratt of the Federal Bureau of Investipgation,
U. S. Dept. of Justice. HNo threate or promises have been made to me and I
make this statement of my own free will and accord.

I reside at 2622 Dartmouth Ave., Bessemer, Ala. On the night
of Feb 8, 19L6 T was in my house ironing some clothes. I heard what
sounded like the backfire of an automobile and came to the fromt door. All
the people had got off the street car and were milling around in my front
yard. I asked them what was wrong but could not find out se I went back
into the house to get a sweater on and before I could go out Timothy Hood
came in the front door. He pulled his coat back and was looking at his
side which was bloody.

- He said he was the one that got shot and was stagpering so
I asked him to sit down in the middle room. Soon the offfcers came to the
door and saw him sitting in the room and they then came on in the house.
They told him to come onj that he was the one. They took him out of the
house but did not put any handeuffs on him because I followed them to the
door and saw that he was not handouffed as he was taken out of the houge.

o ke i
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. told them 0 get off the street. I did not hear any shol after closing = . .

-ff",otw i:nwl-dgc t.nd bel*ht

. %the door, —Prior to this nig&t I had never seen. T:!nothrc- Hoodlﬁdﬁ Wl -

I have read the m mmmt and i u m. to the M

:-nmu.a,

kg DALY o . A
5 iRt Rk, BBE S R SR e
. B'oam, Ala. bt S S _ i . i

sy ME WARREN abatod that ahem mbln i'»o fhm:lsh the. mantiw
= el a.ny :lndiv‘idnlsthonight have been present at the time HOOD was ahM‘-
- by Mr. FAXT. She stated that practically all individuals had left the .
~ vicinity of 27th Street and Darhmth lnm, plrk:lonhrl&' t-hﬂ colored
_pouh _

: L . Mr, KIILIAB JBIH]!H}B, O.fficer of thu Bosauu‘ Police D'pu't
: -mt adﬁ.nd that he was with Officer LUBANKS in one of the squad cars
_ and that upon arriving at 27th Street and Dartmouth Avenus he observed
that the streetcar had stopped and that practically all passengers were -
' off the ear. He advised that someone had stated that the negro who shot
. the motoman mad run into a negro house, pointing out the particular loca-
tion of this residence. He stated that he immediately went into the rear
of this residence while his partner, Mr. EUBANES, went in the front en-
trance with Nr. BANT. He stated that he stayed in the rear of this resi-
dence until someone came to the réar and told him that the negre had been
placed in one of the police cars. He stated that he then went to the
front of the house and thereaiter directed traffic as a mumber of :
had congregated in the vicinity and due to the narromess of Dartmout
Avenue at this point it was necessary to keep traffic moving., He advised
that it was while directing traffic that he heard whtt could have been a
shot but that he was not at the car at this time. e stated tht he
-uubnqnmtly learned that HOOD had been killed.,

Mrs. MELVIN J, DEAN, who resides nthoosouthﬂthstruﬂb,
Beseemer, advised that on the night of February 8, 1946 at appreximately
10415 P, M. she heard shots outside the house and ran oat thinking somesne
wag shooting a dog. 8he observed the motomman and a negro fighting on the
gromd. She stated that immediately she ran to her sister's residence
located nearby to place a call for the police and upon advising the
police of the ineident they informed that a call had already been re-
ceived and that the matter was being attended to. She stated that when
she mcbwkthemmhudmomdt};notmm climbing back on

o A8 -
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“the ﬂmtmr. She n‘hltad that hc m in -tult appeam $£6 be ,,;'m" Sy St
cmumandthntommuantwmmmtoem-‘ : ,

‘" get the blood all washed from his face. She advised that as she was help-

- ing him get cleaned up she heard another ahot and that anorur thereafter
" when the motomman had finished washing his face they came out ouse
and she was told by police officers that the negro was dead. She advised .

that there was not a negro in sight after the fight on :
~4that those who had been on the car had gotten out and run and furthamors =
that there were no negroes around the police car in chHOODh;d-bom
-p].mod thnt wag parked in n'ont m‘: me ﬂRRE!E'a house. Sl n R

MILDA LANE CARRISON, white, who resides at 2416 Ranby Avenus, S

& Bumnu-, ‘advised that she was on the streetcar the night that the negro
" had had a fight with the motorman. She stated that she with her boyfriend

*  were returning from @ movie in Bessmer. She stated that at 27th Street.
~ she and "BUBBER™ DAVIS, her boyfriend, had left the streetcar but tummed

o

around ami eburwd the motorman ulking %o the rear of the ear to talk ™ |
0 & negro. She stated that she saw the negro gotupathrthnom'

ulhdbacktothntmtofthacarmdhefollmmnotmto
- front engaged in a fight, the negro - ‘the motorman off the car.
stated that after they had been fighting & few minutes she observed
torman pull out his gun and shoot at the negro. She stated that -
thistiuah-mdmmnmnﬁmﬂnguptluammmntmu
- FANT's house located approximately one-half block from Dartmouth Avenue
on 27th Street. She stated that they told Mr. SHAW and Mr. FANT that a
negro and motomman were fighting and that they had guns. Miss GARRISON,

s;es

. who is a highschool. student and is presently attending Bessemer lighschool,

advised that when the negro got on the car at 2Lth Street he was singing
_Mn&mi&ndsvdnrnmmmmtthmmnm
‘Mtthilatthoﬁnbutdunothmwstophh.

. DELORIS WARE, white, Bessemer Kighlcbool student, who resides -
at 332l Arlington Avenue, Bessemer, stated that she was on the strestcar
. the nmight the fight had taken place between the motomman and a negro. Sha

‘advised that she was sitting just a few seats ahead of the colored sectian
and that she haard the negro who later engaged in a fight with the metor-
‘man keep telling another negro in the car that he was going to move the
color board. She stated that this other negro teld him not to move it
that he did it anyway. She advised that the motoman came back and
the negro to move the board back but that he told the motorman he
not mwdoitmdthtﬂhomhditnwndt.onmithi-alt

ega

As a result of this, she stated that the motorman gave the

mmmfmbuk told him to get off the car but the negro, instead
ofg.ttm;oﬁ the middle entrance, went to the front of the car to
. got of.

f. She stated that the motorman told him to get off at the rear
Sl :
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V'iv»rf.;‘mm lnd wi.th thi.n ﬂunegz'b sttﬂbd tmrd thli Imm.n and tht
 fight started. She stated thatthe negro pulled the motorman from the

ARG hwem,ﬁnthah@amzbﬂmemw;wmmg DL

BB AR T Mght.on, mbm, amr of Folice mm B. mr < M
 was located and the following signed statement obtained fm him, This -
"ththhmmmmmmwtmoms- !

A _"u; D SRy S B ‘ March 19, 19116
T N e T Brighten,&hhm

: 1, Grmbnn-y B. Fmt, do hemby make the folladngmm ‘
_vnluntuy atatunnt to Specinl Agent Pierce A. Pratt, Federal Buresu of
' Investigation, U. 8. Dept. of Justice. No threats or promises have been -
“made to me and:- I make this statement otwunfmiulmdmoxdknﬂl- :
-'mgthltitwbcnudagaimminwcourtofm ;

Ih&uhmupolimntﬁcwdnths &W&Wﬂﬁ,w

A :orabhﬁodutappmulynimm ‘Prior to this time I was with

- the Bessemer, Alabama police force for ten years. I an married and ruid. iy
at: hlé So ZTth 8t. Bonmr, Alabapa. - I am 61 years of age.

hbruaryﬁ,l?%!nalminbodatwmﬁm CAL
mately 10:00 P, M. o'eclock a white boy and girl came rumning into
‘F‘hcmandteldntlntastnﬁmmandanomrenhuvingl
shooting scrape down at the car line. FEarmest Shaw who lives at my resi-
dence ran out of the house ahead me and I went out shortly afterwards as
soon as I could get my clothes on. When I got to 27th St. and Dartmouth
Ave., Bessemer, Ala. rumning there from my residence, located approximately
mwkw,lmmmmudbmmtmthacartiﬁm«m
stodl in the car where he had been carried. His face was all bloody
he had been attackad. I asked him if he didn't need an ambulance
‘sald he didn't believe he did. Prior to leaving my residence I
step-daughter, Oeraldine Shaw, to call the Bessemer Police. Mr,
t0 me and told me the negro had run into a negro house nearby
L out the house. Wthhunthm"poncomindm
with Mr. Bubanks, an officer on the Bessemer Police Dept.
the negro house after the man who had attacked Mr. Yeeks.
ioodnemmtutharmortmmhwmm
t hckentnnce. :

When we got in-ido the house I found a negro sitting in the
he house in a chair. He was consciocus and did not appear
ri. nor did I see any blood on his e¢lothing, ¥He was
about 6 £t 3 inches in height and weighed about 230 1bs, I told him to
I ed him if he was the man that had shot the street car
operator because at hia time I did not have any information as to the

il
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F G e s e Ml done anything, thet ha hadntt beou n my

“ifight and hadn't shot anycnie. Ve told him to come outside with us and

" we then put him in the police ear belenging %o the Bessemer police dqurt,é' 2

~ ment. While ¥r. Bubanks and ‘several other officers stayed with him I.
- “went back inside the negro house and asked the negro wemen whother thnt
“'man had just couinth:hmc Mytoldmhohadand thnttheydidn’t

Imtbackmtothmrandaskodthanegromthadm g
thatgm He said he hadn't had no dawm gun. ' He was cursing us all
. the mmdauedtohlwbundﬂnkmghuw. He said then "I'11 fix
you just like I did him"“. He was in the back seat of the car and I wes

) e wi
* he reached for his right hip pboket and et the same time made 2 lumge for
 me

'g'

inthn mofthehuduhoualmgm

it oy mmmmﬁ.‘eﬂr. uukethanotmTuGMntlkoninw
lr. Dtan'l home off the corner of nmmn ‘Ave. and 27th St. where his
- face was washed and the blood removed. He was then assisted out to thn
"polipearntlhiuh 1 usked him to come up to the car and identify
the negro. 'hmhamthisnnhet.old that he was the same one that.
had attacked him, I thought he had been shot but lir. Weeks then told me
* that he hadn't been shot although I observed that he was badly beaten.
Shortly afterwarde the ambulance came after the negro and took him to
the undertaker. At the time his body was eXamined it was observed tbut
he hd been shot t.hrn times besides ny ghot that hit him in the hesd.

At the tino this negro waw being placed in the ambulance his tathnr
cang up and told me that he had beenr expecting something like this to hap :
peny that he hadn't been able to do a thing with him and diﬂn’t knuwrha

had hlpymod to him unc. he came back rrm the marinos.

© - I have besen advisdby ornm- Lawton Grimes of the ch
Police Dept. that he was with 2 military policeman when they tried %o take
this negro into custody who was wearing & wniform of the U. §. Army instead .
of a marine wmiform and he todd me that Hood rui-todmu-mmrought
them while thtyuru unngwm hin in custody.

- Ihnrndthoabmahmtuﬂithtmtothemt
my knowledge and belief.

_ ﬂ. B, FANT
Witneased:

. 80 D.Pt- ot Jm’.“ ‘ B

th the back door open talking to him. As he made this lta‘bamt-” 3
. ng to grab me. Ipulledﬁyzmmtaahlunzﬁfornemdthhh“"‘”~"
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' no handouffs had-ever been placed on HOUD; that when he and Mr. BURANKS
_.went in the negro house and found TIMOTHY HOOD, previously unknown to.
_ them, they were not positive that this was the man who had engaged the -
. motorman in a fight. He stated, however, that immediately upon taking iy
HOOD to the car he returned to the house of FANNYE WAREAN and she and‘.--'
hint.hatKOG}Diut!nmwhojnlttfuninutubefomhﬁmmth. Vi
house. Bcahtodﬂutthurcmnoindimﬁms&themthﬁm&
mmmmthemmmmwmeamhum 570k

: S v the S%. Vincents Hntpitul, Biminghanm, Al.abma, the. uﬁ.tu-
examined the file #M-3295, reflecting the treatment afforded Mr. W. B. .

" WEEKS who resides at 616 16th Street Southwest, Birmingham. This redord

. reflects that lr. WEEKS was admitted to the hospital on February 9, 1946

. and discharged on February 1, 15L6. The diagnosis on admission consisted

~of multiple contusions and lacerations about the face together with a
fracture of the left nasal bone. The report reflected Wr., WEEKS had
“three lacerations, one in the :ight ‘eyebrow, one betwesn the right aye
and mose and one on the right side of cheek about one-half* in length.
. The report stated that there was a fracture of the left nasal bone with
some cropitatiom, no deformity. . He was not unconscious at any time and
according to the report he was mentally clear with no paralysis. This
report statzd that the lacerations were sutured after antisepsis with

black silk and that teotanus antitoxin was given. Patient was also reported .

as hlvinz a bilateral black eye with no injuries %o the oyeball with
much ‘ecchymosis of thé conjunctive of the eyeball; that the laft upper

mMmmmmatammwmnmmwhthoﬁ

ttthnmhﬂerw mmmoﬂmaimdhyw.ﬁ H. BEDDOW,

~ Mr. ROBERT naasmm, Investigator for the Office of the
Soliecitor at Bessemer, Alabama, advised that he was acting in the hbsence
of the coroner who would not be back in Dessemer for approximately one
week., He stated that the goroner had his report on the incident locked
. up; however, that a justifiable homicide verdict had been retumed by
the coroner in connection with this inoident and stated that befors any
records could be examined the authority of the coromer would have to be
obtained. He advised that these records were located in a gonfidential
file, the key to which was kept by Nr. T, J, MeCOLLUN, Jefferson County
Coroner, at Bessemer, Alabama. Mr. RAGSDALE advised that he was present
with the coroner at the time the body was examined in the wndertaking
parlors of Collins and Higgins, Bessemer, Alabama, which took place ab
 approximately 11:30 P. I, on February 8, 19&6 He stated that while at
the undertaking establishment ISAHEL HOOD, father of TINOTHY HOOD, teold
him that he would like to talk to him about the matter.

Mr. RAGSTAIRE advised that several years are ISAREL had worked
wder him in one of the steel mills at Bessemer, Alabsma, and that he
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them came to him with their troubles. 'He stated that after finishing

his duties he had gone out into the reception room of the nndortlking
parlor, at which time he asked ISAREL HOOD what had caused this. He
stated that ISAREL informed him that he didn't know what had come over
these boys that had been fighting and come back’ homes that ISAREL said :
he had not been able to do anything with TINOTHY .since he came out of thc :
service, MNr. RAGSDALE stated that DAVE HOOD, an uncle of TIMOTHY, was =
along with ISAmLmdatthiaumtupokonpmﬂtom ISAREL not to say

. anything more about the matter and that this was mo time to talk about

such things. ¥r. RAGSDALE stated that on examinstion of the body it was
found that TINOTHY HOOD had been shot three times in the body, one bullet
hnﬁngontamdhhbutto&, one having creased his side and one entering -
in the left side. He stated that no gin had been found on HOOD at the

" time he was killed, Hoyever, he was mable to state as to wiether TTNOTHY
.-'Mhadmyobharwupmsuehasaknﬂebntfultsmthatthe mr's

ropm-t rould roveal th:ls intomt.i.on. :
At 2209 Exter Avcmo Bmuner, llahm, the writar intu*—

-M ISAREL HOOD and obtained thofdl.laling statement from him, thl,-) e
_orixlnalotuhichnbo!.nz rotnimdinthcmrninmrilo of this case:

" : : ¥ : March 20, 1946
‘ : Bessemer, Alabama

U Thanel Weod, A6 Neeh ke b Paddoiing velwAGE s Ri0~

ment to Spoem Agent P. A Pratt, Federgql Bureau of Investigatiomn, U. 5. Dcpt

of Justice. No threats or promises have been made to me and T make thil

~ statement of my om free will and accord.

On Pebruary 8, 191461&;!:0&10:00?. M. I was lying down in
my house located at 2209 Exter Ave., Bessemer, Ala. Psarl Riley who 1lives
at 26th and Dartmouth Ave. came to my house and told me that I should get
up and come to 27th and Dartmouth Ave. as she believed the police had
kiled my boy. I put my cost on and ran down to the cormer of Dartmouth
and 27th St. and ran up to the car in which my boy was lying.

mmiumuwguhckmmmmmmhw
car to see him. I saw one of the

hndmrt:otrarhhmdhitehthamtohhdd-. He

mdudnt&um:ndthqm what undertaker did I want to have
told Collins and Higgins Undertakers..

to
; in 1943 for illegally wearing a
uniform. He was arrested this time by a Bessemer Police officer and two

-m-
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" and T do not know anything about the street car trouble. All I knowis

mthmmsiwtthmtinﬂmwm”ﬂminﬂ!haﬂ It

-ﬂ!tbmtinthhmdthatkﬂhdhin
i berudthcshmmtmditmtm

B'hn, Ala.

ISAREL aow e

MLmquasticnodn wmystntmthlhndlldthth

offiura cmcminx provious tropble experienced with TIMOTHY but advised %
~‘that he did not recall ever having made any statement concerning difficulties

mtryinztokinBmﬂIIcutottMesmmmramrru

vy e u-ud mrlon.

% " dnscripﬁcn of WILLTAM RYAN WEEKS as obtai.md thrwgh mhr- |

' m md' cbservation 1s set forth as follows:

. Hame "
Bom

--'mﬁmﬁl

- Height -
~ Build
Eyes
Marital status
Occupa tion -
Race A
Nationality
- Police record

BEdwation
Selectivé Service

lﬁnﬂm |8
Wife .

-mmmﬂm

Cullman County, Alabama " :_
December 5, 1902 - : i
616 16th Street Southwest

Blus

hrrhd-nmehﬂdm

Operator, Birminghan Electrie
m Bininghll, Alabama

Mriun

States ncne

Finished 7th grade

Registered LB 17, Bindnghln Ala.
Classified LA n-el-hh

RISIE MAY WEEZKS, 616 166h St. oW

Mrs. LUCY NELSGN, Portland, Ore.



L Wetght,

lown

Watdenality =
Oceupa tion

. Marital status

Helatives

_J

nra ATDTE 58 mem, i

_ Portland,; Ore

o WESLEY ONEN, son, U. S. invf :

RADHR FAY. WE&KS, 616 16th St. 8!!'

7 WILLIAM M. WERKS, 616 16th sl v

J0O ANN WEBES, 616 16th St. sw

7 j_:f.mms ERIE WRGE 616 160, st.ﬁv

mnsm B, mr

61 (19k6) -
. Cliambers. GOW Ah

aY I8 i

<230

136 Sént.h 271;:; atreub,

'an,r

- Blue

lhitc

Cliief of Pulioe, Briﬂxtm,
larried

° CHARLES FANT, Powderly, Als, ~
" EUGENE mr’ M“‘r’ mo - m

FLORENCE PANT, Birmingham — - daughter
i Birmingham

- Mrs, NOMIE NAMMEL,

HULL
(daughter)

l dmripti.m of the dcciuul TmOI‘BY HOOD is sot forth as !bl— :

Bace

Teight

Resided
Marital status
Hationality
Aelatives

- 6LOBED

rmm

6o

212

2209 Exter Amuc, Passemer
Single

American

ISAREL HOOD, father -

PEACIE GOSKINS, Exter Ave.,
Beossemer, daughter

THEQDORA ROYAL, 2209 B‘xhrln.,
Bessemer, daughter

DATSY HOOD, mother.
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From
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL THERON L. CAUDLE
to i

0fficial indicated by check mark

=

/{Z? ﬂkﬁﬂﬂm?ﬂk-v
o MEMORANDUM

The Attorney General
The Solicitor General
Assistant to the Attorney General

Assistant Attorney General (Antitrust) /{ L Mo Lerrr 227 #7
Assistant Attorney General (Claims) 5 :
Assistant Attorney General (Lands) ?ﬂ feelsd

T
Assistant Attorney General (Tax) Mﬁ?&«eé[ B "’

———
Assistant Attormey General (War)
T 7
Assistant Solicitor General £ ‘: {z /ﬁ'.aa.a«

Director, FBI

Director of Prisons

wsibigabss
/z., @A’&k fle. el 5

Commissioner, Immigration & Naturalization
Pardon Attorney

Aministrative Assistant

Executive Assistant
Director of Public Relations o
Mr. Adams . A \ il \ J
Miss Brookley \ \v\ ;o

Mr. Kostelanetz

Mr. ELLiff
Mr. Erdahl
Mr. Fisher
Miss Hamlin
Mr. Hayes
Mr. McCauley
Mr. McInerney
Nr. Turner Smith

H



FROM

@

o

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

TO

Official indicated below by check mark

SollicitortGeneral st c ool N . o Ll
Assistant to the Attorney General . . . .
Assistant Attorney

General, Anti-Trust .

Assistant Attorney General, Tax = . . . .

Assistant Attorney General, Claims . . .

Assistant Attorney General, lands . . . .

Assistant Attorney General, Criminal . .

Assistant Attorney General, War . . . . .
Alien Enemy Control Unit . . . . . . .
Alien Property Unit . . . . = . . - « .

Assistant Solicitor General . . . . . . .

Director, FBl 2 = 2 o o - 0 = . . . . ..

Director of Prisons . . . . . .

Commissioner, Immigration and

» & & e e & =

Naturalization

Liaison Officer, Immigration and Naturalization

Administrative Assistant

Division of Accounts . . . . . . . . .
pivisioi, of Communications and Records
pDivision of Supplies . . . . o « o &
PardoniAT Lo rneY e s s -e =
Parole Board . « « « o 4 4 2 4 2 2 - - -
Board of Immigration Appeals . . . . ..
MHsEFEN o o oo oo odgo s oo s a

pirector of Public |nformation . . . . .

Mr. Donald Cook o = = = = = @ o = 2 4 & =

Mr. MOrrison . . o = o o o 2 o o = = = =

Mrs. Stewart - - o o 2 v = o o o o @ s =
Miss 0'Donnell . o o o o a o o a o s o
Miss McCarron o « = « « a « 2 = = = = =
Miss Healy « o o o ¢ a 2 e @ 2 0 = a = =
Mrs. Kroll o o o o o e 2 ¢ o 2 a o a0
Miss AdAMS < o = o = = o @ = a a = o s
Miss MOOTE & 2 o o o 2 o = =« ¢ o s o & =

MissDEnniS.-aao----.-.-na

-

-

@ & & & @& o » @ » e o @

MEMORANDUM



O VT AR EANG S HATY S S S U G TSN O SN
(Criminal Division)

Date May 9, 1946

From: Turner L. Smith, Room 2116

To: Mr. Walters

Remarks: This is the case that the A.G. called me

about late one afternoon and has suggested we have

an investigation. Please see from the file whether

we promised to forward him a memorandum after the

facts were in.




"~ Assistant ATTurrw

Assistant Solict]
Director, FBI ___|
Director of Pris
Commissioner, Iql
Pardon Attorney|
Administrative J'
Executive Assis
Director of Pub
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Hiss Brookley _ :f‘

Mr. Fostelanet:
Mr. ELLiSff
Mr. Erdahl ____
Mr. Fisher_____|
Miss Hamlin __
Mr. Hayes 1
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Daily thsker
New York, N. Y,
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Feb. 17.—
An henorably discharged Negroe
Marine was dead today because he
attempied to pull down a Jimcrow
sign in a streetcar. Slaying was
called “justifiable homicide.”

The veteran, Timothy Hood eof

Bessemer, fAla., was killed Feb. 8

e

by Brighton Chief of Police G. B.
Fant,

Hood had moved the sign sep-
arating the Negro from the white
section of the streetcar he Wwas
riding. The conductor, W. R.
Weeks, told him not to do it.

Police Chief Fant said he heard

MEMORANDUM

—_—

Shifted

shots outside his home in Bngh—
ton near the streetcar line. When
he rushed there, he found Motor-
man Weeks lying on the ground.
Fant’s implication was that the
motorman had been, as one of the
papers here puts it, “apparently
sheot or wounded.”

Mr. McCauley

wu..\:\-u.

Mr. McInerney.

Mr. Tummer Smith

/
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f ? The iBirming&mn News

hat Of That State Building Code?

The 1945 Legislature passed by unanimous

'/mte in both Senate and House an act di-

recting the State Building Commission, estab-
lished at the same session, “fo promulgate
before Jan. 1, 1946, and to enforce a code
of minimum building ‘standards.” This code
was to become effective after having been
recorded in the office of the secretary of
state for 60 days.

H. S..Whisler, chairntan of the Alabama
State Building Code Correlating Committee,
a voluntary organization formed, he declares,
to give support to the state code program,
asserts in a letter to committee members
that he “cannot see where the Building Com-
mission is making any effort to comply with
this law and the instructions of the State
Legislature.” ¢

Mr. Whisler attributed to Dr. John M.
Gallalee, direcfor of the technical staff for
the Building Commission, statements to the
effect that the latter could see “no good" in
or need for such a code.

The general purpose of the State Legisla-
ture was to establish a means of safeguard-
ing the public interest in certain types of
construction mot covered by local regula-
tions. For instance, Birmingham's building

inspection does not extend beyond its city
limits. Yet obviously certain construction in
the county affects the public interest.

The legislation specifically authorizes min-
imum standards for “state building and con-
struction, schoolhouses, hotels and moving
picture theaters and certain other buildings
at the option of counties and municipalities.”

This is a sound ‘and urgent purpose. It is
incredible that the State Building Commis-
sion Would simply ignore the law.

What is the matter?

The people should have an immediate
explanation.

Health, safety and sightliness are obvious
and important considerations calling for the
establishment and enforcement of such a
program.

In any case, it is cerfainly not for the
commission to nullify the law.

That body has other very important, ur.
gent responsibilities having to do with the
state’s own building program. Perhaps that
was a mistake, and another agency should
have been charged with the development of
this new system.

But the law is plain in its provisions. It
is up to the commission to meet its clear
responsibilities.

—————

Deplme_ﬁnd Discouraging

The shooting of a Negro ex-service man
by a Brighton police officer was a very
unfortunate occurrence tending to add to
the fensions of a situation that cam be im-
proved onl¥ if all persons continually keep
in mind the need of cooperation and toler-
ence and understanding.

There are many elements in the case, all
of which can be aggravated harmfully by
undue yielding to emotion.

Segregation was a factor in the case. Ap-
parently the Negro did not understand that
one of the purposes of segregation is to
prevent incidents like that which culminated
in his death. Perhaps, in this case, the seg-
regation sign was unwisely placed. Not all
employes on public transportation wehicles

are fair and impartial—and probably eannot -

always be—in attending to the movable signs
thaf separate the races, From the published
evidence in this case, it is not clear whether
there was any provecation for the Negro's
gction in moving the sign himself. ‘
The Negro is reported to have been bel-

ligermner. His atfitude was
wrong for many reasons, one of which is
that it hurt the cause of steadily building
up better race relations through cooperative
efforts.

Another factor in the situation was the
fact that the Negro was unarmed, both in
his fight with the streetcar conductor ahd
at the time of his arrest. He had no gun
when he was shot by the officer. It is always
a serious matter when a police officer kills
an unarmed prisoner in his custody.

The Negro apparently was not searched
for a weapon immediately upon his arrest.
Generally the first thing a policeman does
after making an arrest involving violence is
to “frisk™ the prisoner for weapons. There
should have heen no reason to -fear, after
the Negro was in the police car, that he was
reaching for a gun.

The coroner’s verdict that the slaying of
the prisoner was justified should nmot end
the matter.- There should be further official
investigation.

The dismissal from their respective jobs
as managing editor and columnist for Pacifie
Stars and Stripes of Sgt. Ken Pettus and
Corp. Barnard Rubin focuses the spotlight
once more on an edition of this worldwide
Army newspaper.

Since its reincarnation in this war just
past, one or more of the numerous editions
of the newspaper from time to time has been
in that. spotlight. Usually there has heen
some disturbance between staff members
and Army authorities in control. Such de-

not see their letters in print because they
‘attacked some condifion in the Army, and
authorities ruled that to print criticism of
the Army would injure the name of the
United States in the eyes of the Japanese.
So the letters column was strictly censored.

During the demobilization demonstrations
throughout the world, the officer in charge
of the paper inserted in the letters column
a letter from CBS Correspondent William J.
‘Dunn, criticizing the soldiers’ conduct in
demonstrating. According to the now-de-

e

‘How About_ Some Real H

£

ot C qffee?’

oday And Tomorrow

Stalin Speaking

There is no mystery now about the cenl—rlal
purpose of the Soviet Union. The main
issue, which appeared to be and probably
was for a time genuinely in doubt, has hefn
decided. The issue was whether, being In-
vulnerable after fhe defeat of Germany a}id
Japan, the Soviet Union would give priority
to improving the standard of life of its own
people or to the development of military
power.

Stalin’s speech announces the decision to
devote the next 15 to 20 years to developing
the military power of the Soviet Union.
While there is to be an “expanding . . . pro-
duction of goods for mass consumption,” he
makes it quite clear that this‘purpnse is
secondary and subordinate to the develop-
ment of a military potential “against any
eventuality.”

By Walter Lippmann

five-year plans in which guns will have pri-
ority over butter.
2 B ¥

The calculation is quite plain. The basic
measure of military industrial power is steel
production; in the postwar era—at the out-
side by 1970—the Russians intend to reach
a capacity of 60,000,000 tons. This is about
the American capacity in 1940. It is three
times the Russian capacity in 1940. It is
mwore than the combined cagacity of the
British Empire, Germany and Japan in 1840.

Il is, therefore, a huge military potential. "

Moreover, and this is the significant point,

~there is no possibility that anywhere in the

d Worlg can there be in the coming gen-
eration any industrial development to match
HE Tmcaiag, - asiultaineg Ul I
f:;eioﬁ;;lrabli possibility of de_welopment.
7here is none in China or in India. :

Stalin did not speak of population. But if

ive superiority of Russian
]1!!_‘.]"13!:]., Mie Er?]}f:}_ij““ “,-E-+ Aarades wonld be
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Interpretations

Drew Pearson

WASHINGTON—Now that Gen. Marshall is
in China, the man President Truman leans on
most for military-naval advice is White House
Chief of Staff Adm. William Leahy. Even on
some foreign affairs problems Truman is in-
clined to take Leahy's advice almost more
than that of his secretary of state.

For that reason what Leahy tells Truman
today regarding Russia is important. The
other day Leahy went in to see his chief and
said to him in substance:

“Mr. President, I told Franklin Rbosevelt
in 1937 that the time to prevent war was then.
If we didn't stop the Japs then, I said, we'd
finl ourselves fighting &n two fronts later,
with much greater loss of life and a war that
would drag on for a long time.

“Mr. Roosevelt, who was a very great man,
agreed with me and tried to stop Japan. But
there were others around him who believed
in appeasing Japan and who held him back.”

Note—Actually Adm. Leahy went much fur-
ther than indicated above in trying to stop
Japan. When the Japs sank the U, S. gunboat
Panay and the British gunboat Ladvbird, he
urged and implored Cordell Hull that then
was the time to surround Japan with the
American and British navies (the British not
then being engaged in any European war) and

teut off from Japan cotton, oil, copper and

serap iron. This,” Leahy estimated, would

bring Japan to her knees in three months.

Hull's State. Department advisers, however,

were frightened and he ruled against.Leahy.
£ 5 £

“I am an old man,” Leahy continued his
advice to Truman. “I have been in this naval-
diplomatic game for a long time. And I have
a record that will hold up against that of any-
one else. And I warn you now, Mr. Presi-
dent, that if we continue to appease Russia
we will be up against the same situation we
faced between 1937 and 1941, with ewventual
war,

“It won't come right away, but it will come
in five years. The Russians can be our friends,
but not if they think they gan get away with
everything, not if they think they can walk
all over us. They are now in the aggressor's
seat, and only a firm but friendly hand can
stop them,

“Two and one-half nations came out of this
war as leaders—the U. 5. and the U. S. 8. R.,
with Britain a poor third. We can’t play Brit-
ain’s game, but we can't appease Russia. If
we do we will have war.”

Note — President Truman also has been
greatly worried over the Russian situation,
though he is inclined to play along with Sec-
retary Byrnes for a while and see whether the
conciliatory policy Byrnes adopted at Moscow
will get results,

% ® %

Secretary of the Interior Ickes may be death
on Ed Pauley, but he is also death on rats.
Most people don't realize it, but he is sup-
posed to be chief rat killer to the nation—or
rather the rodent division of his Wildlife Bu-
reau is. . 1

It was Ickes' men who developed the deadly

- mew rat poison, 1080, which, howewver, will not

be distributed to the public. A Polish chemist
discovered 1080 while working on poison gas.
With the invasion of Poland, he escaped to
London and turned his invention over to the
Allies. It is not patented.

Ickes has farmed out 1080 fo the Monsanfo
Chemical Works in St. Louis, the only com-
pany now making it. It will not be sold to

Firm Hand With Russians Urged

the public for fear of killing cats and dogs.
The poison is so strong that if a cat or dog
gnaws at a rat killed by 1080 it in turn dies.

Farmers who have had their grain crops
seriously depleted by.rat invasions are rather
critical of Ickes' policy of withholding 1080.
Grain losses from rats every wyear runs into
several millions of dollars. And while Secre-
tary of Agriculture Anderson is urging con-
servation of grain, rat poison which would
save thousands of bushels of grain is being
withheld from the public.

. % % "%

Scholarly Sen. Austin, of Vermont, leading
Republican, took occasion to lecture another
Republican, “Freshman Sen. Revercomb, of
West Virginia, at a recent closed-door session
of the Senate military affairs committee. The
lecture was on retaining fathers in the Army
—not a popular subject.

Sen. Revercomb had introduced a hill de-
manding the discharge of fathers. But when
the bill failed to receive action in the military
affairs committee, of which both Austin and
Revercomb are members, the West Virginian
made a speech demanding that the military
affairs committee be discharged from its con-
gideration of the hill and that it be taken up
by the whole Senate at once.

Sen. Austin didn't like these factics.

“This is a dignified copmittee of the United
States Senate,” he said, “and I was astounded
that a member of this committee should pro-
pose that we be discharged from considera-
tion of a bill assigned to us. Does this mean
that if this committee does not agree with
all the demobilization recommendations of its
subcommittee, members of the subcommittee
will move to discharge us in order to win a
Senate vote on their proposals?”

Since Revercomb was not present, the ques-
tion went unanswered. Meanwhile, the War
Department has informed the military affairs
committee that demobilization can be carried
out except the discharge of fathers. Fathers,
Secretary of War Patterson said, cannot all
be discharged from the Army by July 1.

* ¥ ¥

Here is a litile item fucked away in a bul-
letin to dairy farmers which indicates what
the rise in steel prices will soon do to the
cost of living. The cost of dairy boilers (for
sterilizing milk cans) will go up from $168 to
8190, Add to this increased pricessof farm
machinery resulting from the boost in steel
prices, and you can understand why the farm-
ers must come back and ask for price in-
creases all along the line.

Henry Kaiser has designed an automatie
dishwasher costing about %30 which he pro-
poses installing in new fabricated houses.-

Congressmen returning from Europe have
complained about the ealiber of U. 8. diplo-

. mats. They are quite right. but if they want

better diplomats they should pay more to get
them. No other major nation pays such star-
vation wages to its diplomats. .

Congr. Mike Mansfield, of Montana, Demo-
crat, will run against Democratic Sen. Burt
Wheeler. The latter faces the fight of his life,

Congr. Mat NMNeely, of West Virginia, says:
“General Motors pays its president, Charles
E. Wilson, $459.000 a year, which is more than
$7.000 greater than the combined salaries of
the president of the United States, the vice
president, all the members of the president’s
cabinet, the chief justice and associate jus-
tices of the Supreme Court, the speaker of
the House and Gen. Eisenhower."—©

Alabama Press

L '-;ré weel FVENTABLE TRAGEDY

i i ituation
some thoughts -on the international si r
when our eyes fell across the newspaper pic-
tures of two Birmingham boys, aged 4 and 5.

P g W because
Both of the little fellows were dead hecalis
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supervise thiem, and who often have no edi-
torial or news experience.

Some of the background in this case may
be helpful. A member of the editorial staff
of The News-Age-Herald is a former member
of the staff of Pacific Stars and Stripes.
Since that newspaper’s inception in Tokyo,
in September, 1945, it has faced the difficult
job of trying to report news accurately and
fully for the oeccupation troops, while living
up to eensorship regulations which were try-
ing at times. When the paper was first
started it was up against straight military
censorship, plus a “civilian eensorship”
which was set up by Gen. MacArthur’s head-
quarters to govern newspapers, radio and
the like in Japan. While this latter specifi-
cally was designed to govern the Japanese
outlets of news, because so many English-y
reading Japanese scanned Stars and Stripes,
the Army newspaper came under civilian
censorship rules also.

Thus staff members found it difficult to
report on matters involving eriticism of the
United States Army. Civilian censorship
officers said that to print such material
would hurt the United States in the eves of
the Japanese.

Soldiers writing to the “letters to the ed-

_itor” column in the service paper often did

the radioman’s letter to fit space require-
ments.

At that time the entire staff of the paper
publicly protested the censorship, mention-
ing earlier instances in their protest.

But now the commander of the informa-
tion and education section of Gen. MacAr-
thur's headquarters says that this protest
had nothing to do with the dismissal of the
two men. Sgt. Pettus and Corp. Rubin stated
that they were relieved of their jobs follow-
ing a “negative report on a loyalty check,”
which really means that they believe coun-
ter-intelligence officers found them to hold
views—probahly political—not satisfactory to
Army authorities. The information and edu-
cation officer simply said “they did mot ful-
{ill the qualifications for their jobs."

Pettus formerly was a radio news writer
with KMOX in Seattle and with NBC in Chi-
cago. Corp. Rubin has been, on Stars and
Stripes, writing about political, labor and
agricultural problems in Japan. Some of his
comments in a column titled “Japan Today™
may have irked Army officials.

Originally ordered to a replacement depot
on Okinawa, following dismissal, the two
soldiers now are being held in Tokyo pend-
ing an inspector general investigation of the
case. It deserves that.

Soldiers Or Refugees?

“The United Nations Economic and Social
Council received for consideration today a
report recommending that no war refugee
be forced to return to his native country if
he has valid objections.” Thus a London
dispatch reports the substance of recommen-
dations made by the social, humanitarian
and cultural committee, which is subordinate
to the council, and which fails to define the
term “valid,” on which the whole issue of
what should be done for and to war refugees
hinges.

From Washington we learn that Gen.
McNarney, our commander in Germany, is
recruiting additional Poles to ease our mans
power problem in occupied territory. Al-
ready we are employing 23,000 Poles as
armed guards and in other capacities. They
are wearing American uniforms. This state
of affairs has been a thorn in the side of
the Russians. For these are Poles who refuse
to go back to their own country for reasons
“valid” to themselves. They are what is left
of the army of the London Polish govern-
ment, and so object to the present Warsaw
regime and all its works, and particularly its
Soviet friends in Moscow.

The Russians regard these Poles as a hos-
tile group which is being supported by the
United States. The Russians have the same
grievance against the Brifish, who are also
using Poles for various semi-military pur-
poses in their zone. Are these Poles war
refugees of the status which the United Na-
tions Economic and Social Couneil is studj-
ing? What is to be done with them? They
can scarcely be forced to return to their own
country. But does that mean that they'
should be kept en masse, giving the effect
of a military and.propagandist unit aimed
at Russia while enjoying the countenance of
Kussia’s allies?

The State Department had to take a hand

The Same In Change

Welcoming Carmage Walls, of Macon, Ga.,
the mnew owner of The Gadsden Times, to
participation in Alabama affairs, many citi-
zens of Gadsden and of other communities
in this state will be especially gratified by
the announcement that Walling Keith is to
continue as editor of the paper.

The Gadsden Times is a long-established
daily with a record of excellent community
and state service. Mr. Keith is one of the
able and progressive young editors of Ala-
bama. Formerly associated with The News
and The Age-Herald, Mr, Keith has done a
fine job at Gadsden. A greater record of
achievement should lie ahead of him. We

in altering the arrangement which, with Gen.
McNarney'ssconsent, made it possible for 800

Yugoslavs to strut their stuff in the Ameri- .

can zone. These Yugoslavs are avowed ene-
mies of the Tito regime. But they made the
mistake of holding themselves out as exiles
waiting for a chance at Tito. Not only that;
they were allowed to operate as a cohesive
body as though they had ‘established a Yugo-
slav post in Germany with our consent, The
resulting outcry from Moscow made Secre-
tary Byrnes call on Gen. McNarney for some
sort of dispersal.

This is one of those headaches which the
war has left in its wake. Neither England
nor the United States would care to drive
these anti-Communists into the ugly experi-
ence which would be theirs if they were to
reenter their own countries. But neither
power has shaped in this respect a clean-cut
policy caleulated to dispel Soviet suspicions.
Until that is done, and so long as such Poles
and Yugoslavs are given anything like a
preferred status, Russia may be relied on to
keep on complaining. And the worst of it is
that Russia will continue to have some rea-
son to complain,

a*first-class military power within the short
period of 13 years. His argument for the
Soviet system is not that it has raised the
standard of life of the people, but that it
has created the industrial basis of military
power much faster than this has ever been
done, or can ever be done, by private capi-
talism.

Stalin does not pretend that the Russians
live better, or nearly so well, as do the
people of Western Europe and North Amer-
ica. Nor does he argue that the Soviet in-
dustrial system is as productive, even for

_ military purposes, as the American. His

argument is that only hy the Communist
method could there have been created in so
short a time so much military industrial
power in so backward a country. He would
admit that the American industrial system
is stronger than the Russian, but he would
point out that it took us 50 to 75 years to
develop it.

He has told the Russians, and his remarks
will be pondered in all the industrially back-
ward but densely populated countries of
Asia, that communism, Russian style, is the
one and only quick way for a backward
people to hbecome a great military power.

Though Russia has not had an election,
as we understand elections, it has had a
plebescite to ratify that continuation of Com-
munist party rule. Stalin in his address has
told the people that what they are ratifying
is the plan of the Communist party to carry
out at least three and perhaps four new

congratulate Gadsden, the new owner and
Mr, Keith on the promise of his continuing
service in Gadsden, The other members of
the paper's staff also will remain. “It would
not be possible to change the editorial poli-
cies of this newspaper,” The Times declares,
“without changing its editor. They both are
unchanged.”

Fine. More power and continuing success
to all concerned. And ever better things for
the people of growing Gadsden and Etowah
County.

Self-Rule For Indonesia

Holland's offer of commonwealth status to
Indonesia, made Sunday, is not new. It was
first made by the exile Netherlands govern-
ment in London during the war when Indo-
nesia was overrun by the Japanese.

However, the offer of complete independ-
ence for Indonesia “in our time,” if the In-
donesians want it, goes farther than anything
said before and should help in satisfying the
rebellious inhabitants.

0Of course there is indefiniteness in that
phrase “in our time" which may not placate
the Indonesians, who are beginning to scent
the air of complete freedom.

The offer is a gesture for which the
Dutch deserve credit. Withoufthe wealth of
Indonesia, Holland would slip back into the
role of a small European country with little
world influence. Genuine self-sacrifice is
represented in any offer of eventual inde-
pendence for Indonesia. But that course is
forced by the feeling, now grown to great
proportions throughout the world, that any
and all peoples who want independence, and
are capable of exercising it without injury
to the world at large, should be permitted
to have it.

In the light of this Dutch offer, the United
Nations Security Council would do well to
hold up for the time being the question of
investigating British influence and conduct
in Indonesia. Why not give the muddy wa-
ters a chance to settle?

British Empire, in France, Western Europe
and Germany. It will still be increasing
strongly in the U, 8, S. R. So Stalin’s cal-
culations combine manpower and industrial
power, and there is no ground for supposing
ﬂ:t the Soviet Union lacks the means or
will to pursue the plan of military su-
periority. -
x ¥ K -
. We, too, must make our caleulations. In

.industrial potential we are now far ahead of
the Soviet Union, and in 1970 we should still
be far ahead. While Russia is working up
to 60,000,000 tons of steel, we may reasona-
bly expect to reach 125,000,000 tons. But in
military manpower we shall not be growing.
The U. 8. S. K. will be. In the critical period
“which lies ahead, the United States will re-
main the principal and ‘an adequate arsenal
of democracy. But we cannot provide the
chief arms of democracy, and we cannof,
therefore, provide out of our own resources
alone the whole military power we shall
need for our security—to use Stalin’s words
—*“against any eventuality.”

Therefore, now that Stalin has made the
decision to make military,power his first
objective, we are forced to make a corre-
sponding decision. It is to use our industrial
power, which is still preeminent and of
which, once our wartime shortages have been
overcome, we shall have a surplus, to rein-
force, rebuild and modeinize the industrial
power of Western Europe,-and fo take a
leading part in the development of the indus-
trially backward parts of Asia. Stalin can-
not now expect us to accept the Communist
line that Western Europe must remain di-
vided while the U, 8. S. R. carries out the
plan he has just announced. Since in Russia
the Communist party is going “to organize
a new mighty upsurge of national economy™
for military ends, there will have to be or-
ganized under democratic leadership a new
mighty upsurge of national economy to bal-
ance it and withstand it. "

T

All this rests on the assumption that Stalin
means what he says, and that what he says
is to be taken seriously. Stalin’s declaration
must be taken very seriously. It is not an
election speech and it is mot just “propa-
ganda.” It is a statement of policy. It is so
serious that it must in fact become the major
premise and controlling consideration in our
own foreign policy, and that of all other
states with which we are closely associated.
It is much too serious to be met by hysteria,
by pinpricks, or by chronic bad temper.

. We know what the Soviet Union intends
to do in the next 15 or 20 years, We shall
not deter her or deflect her except as we
too know, by an equally cool calculation,
what we can do and must do, in the realm
of power where we are at least equal, and
in the imponderables where we can be great-
ly superior.

Ed & i

For what Stalin offers the people of the
world is no Communist Utopia. It is the
prospect of a mighty Soviet state in which
the welfare of the peoplé and their liberties
are subordinated to military power. To the
other peoples he does not offer security,
power, welfare or liberty. We can, if we
have the moral energy, offer all of them.

No Need To Travel

Once a week or so we print a dispatch from
Paul Scott Mowrer on how things are going
in France.

Apparently, you don't have to go fo France
to find out what is going on in the world.
For instance, he said in his last piece:

“But the repeated pressures, very matural,
from labor unions for higher wages to keep
up with higher prices, and the support given
the unions by the now-deminant leftist par-
ties, have made inflation hard fo control.”

Shucks, you don't have to go to Paris to
write that—or to see it. You can see it in
Washington and write it in Chicago.—Chicago
Daily News.

is nothing more heart-gripping than tragic
death of little children who have just begun
to learn the joy of life. \

And then, too, what good is there to a pros-
perous and peaceful world to parents who
have lost a child?

All little fellows like to play with matches.
And the world is full of men who have
escaped death by the skin of their teeth when
they were youngsters and pilfered matches
from the kitchen.

But sometimes—and too often—children do
burn to death from playing with matches.
The risks are great enough for parents to take
every precaution to.put match boxes far out
of reach and to lecture and punish little boys
and girls who do play with matches.—Tusca-
loosa News.
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WORTH INVESTIGATING

Sen. Bankhead wants a congressional inves-
tigation into the shortage of shirts, underwear
and other cotton goods. He has introduced a
Senate resolution to authorize the agrieulture
committee to make an inguiry and recom-
mend “appropriate legislation.”

Bankhead said he had been informed gov-
ernment regulations require cotfon mills to
“set aside a fixed percentage of their products
for export to foreign countries,” and it is hig
view that these regulations should be aban-
doned until “ordinary and normal require-
ments” in this country are met.

Many an American male, short on shirts
and shorts, will not be averse to a congres-
sional look-see into this particular shortage,
They not only are clamoring for these items,
but, like the senator, are extremely curious
why the scarcity is so acute when millions of
men haven't been buying shirts for several
years and at least some production has heen
in process.

As for Sen. Bankhead's suggestion that the
set-aside for export should be discontinued,
somebody (we have them in every commu-
nity) will ery that foreign countries are enti-
tled to a share of what we produce. That may
be so in normal times, but we mustn't over-
look the faet that miost men hunting shirts
and shorts in this country today are the very
same ones who won the recent war.

We've said nothing was too good for them
and we made them many promises when the
heat was on. A good time to start doing some-
thing about it is fo get them a shirt even if
men in foreign countries have to wait awhile,
If a congressional investigation can accom-
plish anything along that line we are for it.—
Dothan Eagle.
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DAUGHTER, MEET DADDY

Tuesday night a depressed young man with
a discharge button on his lapel caught us at
The Tribune office. We talked around for a
while, then we found what was really on his
mind. .

His daughter, aged about 12 or 14 months,
“doesn’t recognize daddy.”

She starts erying “Mama!” every time daddy
picks her up.

It seems that this young man returned only
last Saturday, three days ago, from the far-
flung Pacific war area. He had been told in
letters how this little first-born baby in his
family was looking forward to meeting her
daddy for the first time.

He apparently was all set to find a precious
bundle of humanity ready to take him to
heart. He did not expect this cool reception
that has got him “down”™ now.

We tried to bring that fine young fellow
back to earth. To show him how a 14-month-
old baby cannot possibly know her parents or
her friends until she has had an opportunity
to “depend” upon the person.

We advised him to feed her, to change her
underthings and to do those many. other little
things which are so large in the life of a baby.
Surely she will know daddy and love him as
soon as she finds out who he is.

As far as that goes, adults are much the
same way. They gain friendships by finding

no tire chains.

Another use of the comma is to set off
phrases in a series, as “In the Spring, in the
Summer, and in the Fall this climate is
agreeable.”

folks upon whom they can depend for help,
for understanding, for companionship and for
counsel in the little things of life. It just hap-
pens that the big thing called life is made up -
of a flock of little things.—T4dllassee Tribune.
£ £ B 5

THE CLOAKROOM GLADIATORS

Horseplay in the congressional cloakrooms
is always difficult to check. The boys—espe-
cially on the Democratic side—are apt to let
loose sometimes behind doors, but it is hard
to get the exact truth about the scraps. Maybe
it is because congressmen are better speakers
than reporters. -

Anyway, it seems from all reports that -
Frank Boykin (Everything's Made for Leve,
Buddy) had some harsh words for Luther
Patrick, a good-natured gentleman from Jef-'
ferson who has found more than once that not
everybody takes a joke.

Luther weighs in at 180. Frank tips the
scales at 260.

Actually no blows were struck and no blood
was shed. But some feelings were badly
bruised.

Also angrv at Luther because of remarks
he made in Birmingham were Rep. George
Andrews (weighing about 152) and Rep. Gib- .
son, of Georgia (weight unknown, but wind
velocity highl.

We hope the more even-tempered members
of the Alabama congressional delegation have
by this time taken the gentlemen aside and
convineed them that they should resume dip-
lematic relations. .

All Alabama congressmen and the fwo sen-
ators usually break bread together on Thurs-
day afternoon in the speaker's dining room,
and out of these meetings come some good,
unified work for Alabama. It is all right for
the fellows to storm at each other occasion-
ally in that hectic place where nerves are apt
to get on edge, but it is to be hoped that they .
will be able to work together for the common
cause—regardless of who sits where in the
“liberal,” “conservative” and “reactionary”
seats. -

All of them should be good Alabama Demo-
crats first of all.—Gadsden Times.

THE BETTER WAY

An elderly Scot told his minister that he
was about to make a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land. “And when I'm there,” said the pilgrim
complacently, “I'll read the Ten Command-
ments aloud on the top of Mount Sinai”™

The minister looked at him and said, grave-
ly, “Sandy, take my advice. Bide at hame and
keep them instead.”—Christian Science Mon-

itor.
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Broader Program Proposed
As Aim Of Inter-Club Council

Enlargement of the Birmingham
Inter-Club Council inte a potent
and influential organization in civic
and municipal affairs was urged
vesterday by its members at a
luncheon meeting at the Tutwiler
‘Hotel.

Wallace Falkner, president of the
cquncil. who expressed agreement
with members who criticized the

present progress of the organiza- |
committee to |

tion, appointed a
make a study of the recommenda-
tion for enlargement of the group.

Members who recommended an
enlargement of the council included
James G. Fletcher, Don Campbell
and George C. Wendling.

Mr. Fletcher declared the coun-
eil is “just another glorified club”
until it grows in numbers and gets
some money. He suggested that
the council be reorganized -into an
organization of several hundred
members. At present, the council
is made up of representative of 34
eivie organizations and these mem-
bers do not carry throtgh with the

proposals of the counecil, Mr.
Fletcher asserted.
% %

MR. FALKNER AGREED THAT
THE COUNCIL could make itself
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help build a better Birmingham. |
“I'm sick and tired of resoluting |
| and getting mowhere,” he said. *I
| believe that we can organize on a
| sounder basis.”

| As members of the committee to
| study the reorganization plan, Mr.
| Falkner appointed Don Campbell.
chairman; * Mr. Fletcher, Paul
Meeks, Mr. Wendling, Miss Mina
Migliconico, Miss Kathryn Oliver |
and Lignel Baxter.

The Birmingham Chamber
Commerce could be given valuable |
help by such an organization, Mr.
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Rewveille Roundup

2,132 Army Vets On Transport
From Manila; Other Ships Due

By The Associated Press

Four ships with 2,769 service per-
gonnel are scheduled to arrive to-
day at two East Coast ports, while
5.975 troops are due to debark from
12 transports at four Pacific Coast
ports.
¢ Arriving at New York are three
vessels wifh 2,743 while one ship
with 26 men is due at Norfolk, Va.
_ West Coast arrivals include: San
Francisco, three ships, 3,632; Los
Angeles, one wvessel, 901; Seattle,
Wash., one-transport, 35; San Diego,
Calif.,, seven transports, 1,407,

Ships and units arriving:

AT NEW YORE—Aiken Victory
from Bremerhaven, 1,391 troops, in-
cluding Headquarters and He ad-
quarters Battery, Batteries A, B, C,
and Service Battery of 975th Field
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+Mews Roeundup, GBS |Upper Second |
Renfre Walley Folks Dawn Homers
+UP Mews, Shelten +AP MNews
|Time o Shine |Tumesp Time

“B-00—Breakfast Club, ABC (+INS News
B:15— Don McNeill

Thoughis te Remember Resndup Time with

';il;rnillg Mews, GBS |[+Frazier Hunt, MBS
|al488 Club

| B8:30— Sam Coewling Musical Pictures lse Rumore's | 0ld amd MNew Tumes
B:45— Eddie Ballantine  |+INS News 0id Faworites and | Played for You
9-00—My True Stery, ABG |+Rsbert St. Johm, N, _Popular Tenes by Pogular ' Reguest
G:l5—=+News & Crocker, A Good Morning, Ladies Sincerely, Kenny Baker! Eath Moarning
8:30—Hymns of Churches, A |Road of Life, NBGC |Strange Romamce, C Mail Cards, Letters
9:45—Listening_Pest. ABC | oSerenade Mast Beloved Melodies| ts Rabert Your, m.c.
Artil t II}:DD—Er‘Fa_Hulfin H'aood, A eFred Waring, NBC Jimmie H«;ill!un Sinu*:(I:HiI“Bru-Ir;, :gg
! i i - , i IB:15— Tom Brenzman | Oreh. & Gles Club [Dear Publie |Elsa  Maxwell,
[ illery Ba ff':lil-D!'l. Companies A, I0:30—*Gilbert Martyn, ABG |+Barry Camerss, N |A Woman's Life, © |Take It Easy, MBS
| B, E, Reconnaissance Company and | i0:45—Ted Malsne, ABC David Harum, MBC  ([Organ Quiz |+Vieter H. Lindlabr
| Medical Detachment of 893rd Tank | 1:00—Giamer “Maner, ABC | Homer Radeheaver +Kate Smith Speaks [+Lyle Van, MBS
10:15— Cliff Arguette ies | Big Sister, CBS oMelodies Fes Home

|Neighborbead Mew
[*INS Mews
spel Siguer

| Destroyer Battalion; Companies A
land C of 286th Engineer Combat

11 :30—Musie You Love
11:45— Helsm Jepssn

12 :00—+Baukhage, ABC |

Battalion. 12:15—Hi, Neighb | E;:d‘ ;l;a“r:
' : H I | or eBandst
| Miscellaneous on following wves-| jz:30—The Hikr s Moontime  Rhytim
1sels: Sedalia Victory from, Le | !2:5—eHaden's:Miller's Jumiper  Jet.  War

Papular Recordings
Dur_Gal Swnday, CBS 1400 Club
Life Beautiful, CBS |News for Women, M
Ma Perkins, CBS 81400 Clwh

Hit Tunes

+Auburn  News | ;
CBS  |John ), Anthesy, M

Helen Treat, CEBS

%
iefies Read of Life,

Guiding Light,
Teday's Children,

1:0—+lakn B,
I:05—MHits and Eneares

| Havre, 463 troops, 14 nurses and two Keanedy, A

NBG |Setond Mrs. Burten, G +Cedrie Foster,. MBS

N Perry Massn, GBS +Local News

Wacs: Texarkana Victory from Ant-| 1:30—Bride and Groam, A |Woman in White, N |Resemary, CBS Queen for a Day, M |
werp, 873 _1:45— John_ Nelsen [+INS Mews Treasury Salute | Jack Bailey, emces
pyo 2:00—Alah Jambares ‘Woman of Amerieca, Try 'n" Find Me, C nAftomie Beogis Hbur
AT .’\hORFDLKﬁ-Chagres from| 3ii5—opand Parade Ms Perkine, NBC ” sNews & Imterviews Fa'mriiﬁ lﬂhyﬁl;mim
\SIX r 2:30—anlive Parade Pepper Youmg, MBC  WAPI Model HKitchem| Red, ol am L]
E‘Ei:e?{a:;;n‘ '!\_-i‘l‘_. 4A I'EII‘.I ¥ a;?ld 20 _2:45—Ladies Br Seated, A Right fte Happisess, N| Copeland & Willsam| 0id and Mew
? 1L SNavy, personnel, 3M0—lack Bereh, ABD Backstags Wifs, N |Houseparly, CBS |+Erskine Iomnean. W
= L . 3:15—0610 Mail Call Stelia Dallas. WBG Art Linkietter |Sawthiand Memeries
AT SAN FRANCISCO — Miscel-| 3:30—8Black & White Revwe |Lerenze Jones, NBC Ala. Haylaft Jamboree nMutual Meledy Hour |

2:45—o5wing Seremade

4:00—Echoes of the Ssuth |
4:15— Spirituals

4:30—Im the Groeve
4:45—Hop Harrigan,

|laneous on following: Sea Flasher
|from Manila, 2,132 Army; Pennant
from Manila, 1463 Army; Bald

ABC

Front Page Farrell, M Sparrow & Hawk, ©

iuHit Tanes
|aSolid Sending
+AP News
|Gosdwilll Howr
eFurniture  Fralies

Hilthilly snd
Papular Tunes
Rogers

Widder Browm, NBG_ |
Girl Marries, NB
Pertia Faces Life
Just Plain Bill.

C o | with Ralgh

+UP News

Eagle from Pearl Harbor, 28 Navy.
AT LOS ANGELES — Sargeant
Bay from Honolulu, 901 miscellane-
ous personnel (due originally yes-
terday). !
AT SEATTLE—U. S. 5. Grafton |
| from Guam, 35 miscellaneous
| troops.
| AT SAN DIEGO—Miscellaneous

Florence Gets

BY LILY MAY CALDWELL
Radio, Drama, Music Editor

More news of former Birming-
| ham folks who are in the radio

|on following: Assault cargo shig|business comes today in a letter|

|Prince George, 528 Navy and Ma- | from Joe T. Van Sandt, former
| rine; Submarine Brill, 47 Nawvy;
| LCls 993 and 997, two Navy; Es-
cort Carrier Hogatt Bay, 830 Ma-
rines; Aventinus and Fabius, no pas-
senger information.

8,604 Veterans Leave
'Frankfurt In 24 Hours

FRANKFURT, Germany, Feb. 12
“(P1—The U. 8. Army said yester-
day that 8604 troops were started
for the United States in the pre-
ceding 24 hours.

The 569th and 443rd Anti-Aircraft
Battalions, 231st Station Hospital,

who is one of the owners and gen-
eral manager of the new Florence
| Broadeasting Company.

Joe’s partner is Col. C. W. Ander-
| son, who for more than 25 years has
| been distributor for these papers in

Florence.

Ground has been broken and
work is under way on construction
of the WJOI radio station studio
building in Florence, and broad-
casting is expected to get started
| sometime in March.

“We are making extensive plans

MNorth Alabama station,” Joe writes
me, “and are lining up shows and
talent.”

609th Ordmance Battalion and
Fourth Group Regulation Station
Tha ANth Amnhihinns

wrara af cas

classified adwvertising salesman for |
The Birmingham News-Age-Herald, |

| and program set-ups -for the new|

New Station

| broadeast over the ABC Network|

| for which he had been serving as

commentator. . . . Former President |
Thomas E.|
Dewey and Gov. Edward Matain, of |
Pennsylvania, will be the speakers|

Herbert Hoover, Gov.

at the annual Lincoln Day dinner

broadeast over ABC-WSGN from 9
until 9:30 tonight.
* % *
ADVENTURES OF THE FAIL-
CON on Mutual-WJLD tonight will
find Mike Waring facing the prob-
lem of how waluable is oil. . . .
“Death Paints in Qils" is the title
of tonight’s episode of the murder
mystery series, and Mike becomes
involved with. a group of Germap
agents and discovers that the title
of the drama has meaning he never
appreciated. - - Sk
\ *® o X
DRAMA will highlight the enter-
tainment on WAPI-CBS tonight,
| with Alan Ladd, of the movies,

[

at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, to be |

§2,000 PEKE PUP—Maost perfect
puppy in London's first Pekinese

Sunnyford (center) poses snootily
| with her buddies Vishinsky (left}
i and Monty in the arms of Joyce
- Elliott. Weighing four pounds
| and carrying her nose right in the

middle of her face (as Pekes

rarely do). Chian Kai was worth
| a cool S52,000.

Physician Sees Need
To Release Medical
Men From Service

CHICAGO, Feb. 12— (P) — A
prominent medical
! serted wvesterday that high Ameri-
can standards might be “com-
promised” by keeping voung physi-

long,

show since the war, Chian Kai of |

| Points Community “Y" of the Bir-

| according to C. W. Whitehead, di-!

educator as- |

cians in the Army and Navy too |
| tongue of many human beings.

Dr. Perrin H. Long, director of |

the department of preventive medi-
cine at Johns Hopkins University,
expressed this view in a talk before

the 42nd annual Congress of Medi-

cal Education and Licensure.

J

|cal standards, Dr. Long said, are
| “tife direct result of a calculated
i program fof the continuous educa-
| tion of*the young physician.

“The selection- of the bulk of
young medical men in this coun-
try for service in the armed forces

fers these individuals to the rela-
tively limited sterile fields of mili-
tary medicine, at a’ time in their
careers when their seeds of pro-
duetivity in medical research nor-
| mally begins to sprout.”

| *“Present standards of American
| medicine will be compromised,”

* Xk &
| THIS COUNTRY'S HIGH medi-

interrupts this program and trans- |

| Dr. Long declared, unless “these

| young men (are) returned to the
|laboratories and clinies of this
| country within a reasonable pe-
riod.”
| Dr. Wilburt C. Davidson, dean
| of the Duke University medical
! school, asserted a tour of European
medical

schools and élinics con- |

| vinced him that medical education

| abroad “is mot as good as most
physicians forimerly thought.”

* & &
“IT HAS BEEN PROFOUNDLY |
affected by the war both from the |

Dust Bowl Scare
Exaggerated, Say
Those Qut There

TOPEKA, Kan., Feb. 12—(F)—
There's plenty of dust in West-
ern Kansas and Oklahoma these

PHILADELPHIA, Feb, 12 —(P)
—Patrolman Joe Ferry said today
| the lack of mnoise caused by the
strike of the Philadelphia Trans-
portation Company is giving him
the jitters. For months, Joe said,
he has been on duty at a subway

B e tation watching the clattering
days—and it's not all on the |52 . 14
X trains pick hous -
ground—but recent dust “storths” | gops, PIEE N Al T
are nothing compared to the | “T don't like this quiet,” he com-
black blizzards which made this | mented. “I don't feel at home. |

area a dustbowl nearly a decade
ago.

That’s the consensus among
many farmers who stuck it out |
through those tryving times when
dust and sand drifted high on

| get going and give me some noise
to make music in yy ears.”
Elsewhere in the city, the strike,
paralyzing transportation of 2.000.-
their Tences! and hacihds Ehele Do persuns,_hmugl_at these resulis:
Crops. | Sex:lerai_ industrial plants
The U. S. Department of Agri- | ported widespread absenteeism, al-
culture said in Washington last though car pools Dbrought thou-

i sands to work
week that a new dust bowl ap- San Hed . -
axed o be ‘formlig in . the However, Metalweld, Inc., em-

& : ploving 56 workers, reported that
Western Kansas and Oklahoma |only one man failed to show up.

retgla_ni:is. B:ilt state agriculture He wis ill
officials an numerous other TS
b | Twenty youths, scheduled for |
?::d;nﬁklahomans and Kansans | s v jnduction or pre-induction

examinations, were stranded by the
strike when they found there was
no transportation available from
their outlyving draft board office
to the downtown armory.

Public and parochial ‘schools,
helped by advance planning, were
| only slightly. affected. Chartered
school buses were in operation.

Traffic was as congested

It's dr;:. all right, and the riv-
ers arent too high. and once in
a while a little Oklahoma dust
blows into Kansas—or vice versa,
But on the whole, they reported, |
they are “holding their own.” |

Marble Tournament
To Be At Five Points

in

Strike-Born Quiet Irks C

| Gives you too much time to think. |
| I- just can't wait until the trains |

re- |

downtown areas as on an Army-

Obmer

Navy football day. Police s.,
took 18 minutes to drive one n.it
block stretch on Chestnut Street.

| If you must let potatoes stand
| after paring, add a teaspoon of salt

to each cup of water covering
| them.

| Skiing has become one of Que-
bec's major winter attractions.

O-NIGHT
TOMORROW ALRIGHT
Deperdable
AN-VEGETABLE

CAMTIEE. EAEE SMLY A% BAREETEN

GET A 25¢ BOX

Plans for a marble tournament |
and a seriés of ping-pong games
are being completed by the Five

mingham Y. M. C. A. organization,

rector.

Dr. J. Rupert MeGregor was
speaker at the Four Square Club,
sponsored by the Five Points “Y™ |
group and discussed “Tongues,” in |
which he described the tongues of
birds and beasts*and the unruly

A number of magic tricks was
given by Prof. M. Smith, a magician |
at the program and meeting held at |
Highlands Methodist Church. i

P o s
GAS APPLIANCES

Gas Ranges---Gas Water Heaters
Hot Plates--- Heating Equipment

We mointain our own installations . . .

call our service department for

immediate instellations om oll ges equipment,

PHONE 6-1405

GAS EQUIPMENT CO.

The Perfect
Valentine Gift!

Blooming

AZALEA

J’t‘f ™I AALAITS

Umm . . . Candy!
Assorted Chocolates
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at Le Havre.

Right Of Churchill
To Sell His Speeches
Disputed In Common

LONDOMN, Feb., 12—{F)—Former
Prime Minister Winston Church-

* MERCY MERCY

Jesse Perry

® THE BELLS OF 5T. MARY'S
Bing Crosby

* BE-BABA-LEBA
MAIL ORDERS FILLED

BIRMINGHAM VENDING (0.

2117 3rd Ave, M. Phone 3-5183

MORNING

livered in the House of Commons
was questioned yesterday in Com-
| mons, with Prime Minister Attlee
| upholding. the right of a member
| to publish his speeches.

Churchill recently sold three of
|'the speeches to Life magazine for
| an unannounced sum.
| Laborite Tom Driberg asked

whether Attlee would have pub-
| lished Churchill's and other mem-

TUNE*IMN
| bers' secret speeches, “of which

| certifiably authentic records exist."

610 on Your Dial ||

| explain “how it is that some of
these speeches have been pub-
lished” and if the copyright to
them belongs exclusively to the
man who made them.

Attlee said- “no official record
was kept either by the House or
the government” of the speeches.
Declaring it was

LISTENING

2:00 A. M.
My True Story

Fascinating Human

"

Adventur ter for the member” to publish his
s speeches, Attlee said that he
wanted to “take legal advice before
answering” the question about
9:30 A. M. ownership or copyright.

Hymns All Charches

Inspirationa! Music
for All

Employes Given Raise

TOLEDO, Ohio, Feb. 12 — () —
Willvs-Overland Motors, Inc., has
granted increases of 10 cents an
hour to all UWA-CIO hourly and
salaried employes and 10 cents an
hour in the base of incentive and
production workers.

William E. Paris, operations man-
ager pf the company, and Richard

9:45 A. M.

Listening Post

Dramatizing Exciting

tories union said the agreement, C
Sto tive Monday, would continue until
| the wage pattern of the automobile
industry is established definitely,
at which time the wage status of

10:30 A. M,

4 | gotiated.
Gllbm Mﬂl’f}'ﬂ |  Approximately 3,500 workers will
be affected by the agreement,

Your Midmorning
MNewscast

The News-Age-Herald .S!nﬁon

| company payroll,

The new wage scale was ratified
vesterday by members of the
UAW-CIO unit,

Unless your eyes have been examined during the
pest ome or two years, they may have outgrown
your glasses. Have your eyes re-exomined ‘and
S Hitted with correctly srﬂed plosses by !n:imi-

'Eres E:ammeﬁ—ﬁlasse: Carefully Fi Fﬂed

20th St. ot 4th Ave. — 105 M. 19th 5t., Bessamer
DR. T. TAYLOR, Registered Optometrist

ve Credit 505

ill's. right to sell for publication |
the secret wartime speeches he de- |

Driberg also asked if Attlee would

“entirely a mat- - - -

Willys-Overland Motors |

T. Gosser, regional director of the:
effec-|

| UAW-CIO workers would be rene-|

which represents an estimated in-|
| crease of $60,000 monthly in the|

| m1s Musical autograpn 1o pe piayeu

by Guy Lombarde and His Royal
| Canadians over ABC-WSGN
-t'.lght
| ties who chose

| them are “Take
: Care,” Alice
| Faye; “No Can
| Do,” Marie Mec-
| Donald. The Hit
|of the Week,

collective favor-
|ite of Lombardo
| fans, is "I Can't

|Begin  to Tell
| You.” . And
Ithe Favorite
Five medley
ichosen by the
Purple Heart
veterans of the

| U. 8. Naval Hos-
pital in New Or-

ALYCE FAYE
leans will include “Easter Parade” |

“Chloe,” “Some Sunday Morning,”

to-
Other tunes and the celebri-

“Louise™ and “You'd Be So Nice to |

Come Home to." .,

. Chester Morri- |

son, who is heard at 8:55 p.m. each |

Monday through Friday

on The |
News-Age-Herald station, will com- |

' ment on his travels and experiences |

when he worked as an
man, and on The New York' Post,
Boston Transcript, Boston Herald
and Chicago Sun and will give an
account of his overseas duty as war

AP news- |

correspondent after Pearl Harbor.|

campaign, in England and in
France, and after V-E Daw

mained in London for six weeks to

Bardin, Top Scientist,
Worked In Steel Mill

MOSCOW, Feb. 12—(NANA)—
Ivan Bardin, vice president of the
Academy of Sciences, and recent-
ly named for election to the Su-
preme Soviet by the wvoters of the
Kazan area, is one of the most pop-
ular figures in this country. He
has previously been given the title
of hero of Socialist labor and
awarded the Stalin prize for his
scientific contributions to the iron
and steel industry here.

The -talented scientist had to
struggle hard for existence in his
youth. Born into a tailor's family
in 1883, he was orphaned at an
early age when all other members
of his family died of cholera. The
boy was apprenticed to a handi-
craftsman and, while working all
day long in the shop, he managed
to study. In his dreams he fancied
himself becoming an engineer. Fi-
nally, overcoming incredible ob-
stacles, he succeeded in entering
the Kiev Polytechnical Institute.
Cutting firewood and unloading
barges at night, he worked his
| way through the institute, but his
| troubles did mnot end there.

Bardin left for America in search

of work, He found work as a com-
| mon laborer at a plant in Gary,
Ind. Returning to Russia, he found
| employment as a draftsman in
what is now
| the Donbas area.

re-j

He was in the North African|

| Mist."

the Stalin Works in

In 1929 the Soviet government |

entrusted Bardin with the
struction of the Kuznetsk Steel
Mills in Siberia. Under his direc-
| tion, coal mines were sunk there,
| and upon discovery of sand, gravel
| and clay there, brick kilns were
| built.

! In 1933 Barin was elected to
I'membership in the Academy of
| Sciences. Bardin is now devolfing
| his attention to problems connected
| with the employment of oxygen in
| metallurgical processes and at the
| same time is directing the Metal-
| lurgical Institute of the Soviet
" Academy of Sciences.

con- |

, mance program

| headliner, will

| to achieve im-
|mortality in

[Couldn’t Die”
on Paul

| Sanctum mys-
A e
| nile mischief
| will be the theme of

| chestra leader,
| show, and Birmingham's Roy Mec-

Theater of Ro-

at 7:30 pm. . . .
And Richard
Widmark, radio

commit murder

“The Man Who

Me-
Grath's Inner

Juve-

ALAM LADD

“Saga of
‘Lamey Link™ on the crime drama
Big Town at 7 o'clock. . . ., On the
lighter side, Jack Smith will play
host to Ted Straeter. pianist-or-
on his 6:15 p.m.

Allister, instructor of piano at the

| University- of Alabama, will play
“Intermezzo in A DMajor” and
“Rhapsody in E Flat” by Brahms

on the 9:30 Little Concerts. . . . And
15-year-old Anita Gordon, Texas
vocalist, will be Bob Crosby’s guest
at 9'o'clock.

& % %k ..

SINGING FOLLIES GIRLS will
feature Irving Berlin's spiritual
bhallad, “Abraham,” on the Lincoln's
hirthday program on the Follies of
1946 program at 7 p.m. on NBC-
WBRC, with Margaret Whiting
offering “Day by Day" and “Breez-
ing Along with the Breeze,” and
Johnny Desmond  “Just a Little
Fond Affection” and “In the Moon
. Harry Babbitt, star of
the Kay Kyser show.before joining
the Navy, makes his reappearance
on the air as a civilian tonight as
guest on the Supper Club at 6
pm. . . . Fun galore awaits dial
twisters when Red Skelton opens
thes Skelton scrapbook of satire to |
the chapter “Visiting Relatives™ on |
the Red Skelton program at 9:30 |
pm. and Junior and. his g:ranr!—
mother visit Junior’s rich uncle, J.
Newton Numbskull.

Three Are Injured
In Highway Crash |

Three persons were injured when
the car in which they were riding
was in a collision on the Florida
Short Route, south of Birmingham,
about 10:30 last night,

Most seriously injured was Clar-
ence Kelly, Route 4, Birmingham,
who was admitted to Jefferson Hos-
pital.

Injured in the same accident
were W. I. McCurdy, 2128 Second
Avenue, South] and Hoyt Mims, of |
Helena. Both were treated for lac-|
erations of the head and face and
dismissed.

In another out-of-city accident,
Mrs. Maudie Tisdale, of Garden- |
dale, was injured when she was|
struck by a car near her home. She |
was admitted to Jefferson Hnspltall
last might. |

| medical eenter of the world,”

| ford University,

he added.

“The United States today is the
as-
serted Dr. George F. Lull, associate
general manager of the American
Medical Association in Chicago,
and formerly deputy surgeon gen-

|eral, U. S. Army Medical Corps.

“Better medicine is being taught

,and practiced in this CIIH‘HI“'E than
|in an¥ other place,”

Lull said.
Drs Ray Lyman Wslhur of Stan-
chairman of the
American Medical Association’s
council on medical education and
hospitals, joint sponsor of the con- |
gress with the Federation of State |
Medical Boards, praised American
medical colleges.

Their graduates, he said, during
the last 25 years have done “the

[best practical job in medical care |

and public health that has ever
been® done in the history of the
world.”

Judge Jones Qualifies

HUNTSVILLE, Ala,-Feb. 12, —|
Probate Judge Thomas W. Jones |
today had qualified to be a candi-|
date in the Democratic primary
election in May to succeed him-
self. He was probate clerk for 12
vears under the late Judge W. T.
Lawler. He became probate judge
in 1917 and served until 1935, when
Judge W. E. Butler succeeded him.
Judge Jones began his present six-
year term in 1941,

Chile is being urged to lower its
airmail rates in line with those of
the United States.

Piles! Ow!!

—But He SMILES, Now

Be wise as he was. Use same formula used
by doctors adjunctively at noted Thorn-
ton & Minor ‘Clinic. qdrpﬂ‘lllg QUICK
palliative relief of pain, itch, soremess.
Helps soften and tends to shrink swell-
ing. Get tube Thornton & Minor's Rectal
Ointment—or Thornton & Minor Rectal
Suppositories. Follow label directions,
if not delighted with this ORS"
way, low cost refunded on requests

At all goed drug stores everywhere—in
Birmingham at Liggett's.—Adw,

Quickly Relieves Distress of

A little Va-tro-nol up
each nostril promptiy
relieves sniffly, stuffy
distress of head colds—
makesbreathing easier,

Alsp helps prevent many
colds from developing
if used in time, Try it!
You'll .like if! J!:n?low
directions in package

SPRAINS AND smms '*

MUSCULAR ACHES AND PAINS - STIFF JOINTS - BRUISES

$].98

Gorgeous deep red, healthy bloom-
ing plents; potted; wrapped in
bright feil; ribbon tied with Valen-
tine card attached.

Basement

BAG

Her Heart!

Featuring
The NEW

PLASTIC PATENT BAG

$4.98

Block Plastic Underarm Bag

You'll win her heart with one of these up-to-

the-minute bog hits! They're washable und
Mewberry's Bag Dept.—Main Floor

You could pay $15 and not get a
smarter bag. Stunning envelope
style with zipper top. Wonderful
assortment of colors.

colors thot are “out of this world.”
them! Good assortment of colors.

She’ll Adore These
Printed Rayon

Head
Scarfs

$

Large size
scarfs. Big
flaral pattem
designs and
solid colors of
fuchsia, red,
yellow, green
and block.

Main Floor

48

The most precious of oll gifts for

s].9s

Good assortment of
choeolates, nuts,
fruits ond creams.
Cellophane wrapped

2-Ib.
Box

with Yalentine
greeting.
Main Floor

RAYON PANTIES

Sizes 5-6-7. Color: 9
8 c

tearose, Elastic
waist, Fancy trim
leg.

Second Floor

Fruit-of-the-Loom

BLOUSE BEAUTIES

Crisp! Fresh! Red

ond white, and

blue and white .50
stripes!

Second Floor

GIFT COMPACT
& LIPSTICK SETS
A grit thrill! The new
*1
tainer. It's @ beauty!
Main Floor

@ﬁg

trosting color  plastic
(filled) lipstick econ- ,
T

The largest selection of Valentine
cards in Birminghaom. All types.

Jbervuy Co. 5¢10¢25¢ Stores

Main Floor

Corner 19th and Second Avenue

1
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L. CAUDLE

— MEMORANDUM

Assistant Attormey General (far)

Assistant Solicitor General

Director, FBI

Director of Prisons

Commissioner, Immigration & Naturalization

Pardon Attorney

Administrative Assistant

Executive Assistant

Director of Public Relations

Mr. Adams

Miss Brookiey

Mr. Kostelanetz

Mr. ELLiff

Myr. Erdahl

Mr. Fisher

Miss Hamlin

Mr. Hayes

Mr. McCauley

Mr. McInerney

Ny. Turner Smith




Bullet wound of entranee through oranium showing
fracture, bulging of brain tissue and hemorrhage
into surrounding soft tissue,
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Bullet wounds, left flank
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- Autopsy Report

Name: ‘Timothy Hood
Sexy - : cdlofed male
Age: . 31'25‘yearsﬂ

. The autopsy was performed at Collins-Higgins Funeral Home, 2710 Clarendon
Avenue, South, Bessemer, Alabams. Those present were; Arthur D. Shores
(attorney), the funeral home proprietors and attendants. Miss Dora Henley
made various photographs of tae bullet wounds. . g e -

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: The body is that of a husky, well developed and well
nourished, young adult male 187 cm (6 feet, 24 inches) long. Complete embalm
ing has been done.: The external surface: are natural except for bullet
~wounds and a small superficial laceration of the dorsal surface of left .

‘fourth finger overlying the proximal portion of the proximal interphalangel

Joint. Coagulated and partliy dried blood clot fills the left auditory cand.‘

and stains the surrounding skin of the auditory vestibule. In the left
flank area there are three bullet wounds. These dre located one above the

other from the upper part of the left hip to the lower part of the thorax..

- The lowest wound is located 4 cem below the crest and 4.5 cm posterior to
the anterior superior spine of the ilium. The opening is slightly ovoid
and meagures 1 x 0.7 cms. The bullet path can be followed through the
goft tissuea of the gluteal area to a point 21 om from its entrance locat-
ed beneath the gkin in the left posterior superior buttocks Just lateral to
the intergluteal fold. This bullet is recovered 2nd measures 1.2 x 0.7 cm.
it is estimated to be of 32 calibre sizes The skin overlying The terminus
of the bullet shows a rounded hemorrhagic discorloration 2.5 c¢m in dia~-
meter, but the integument is not broken. A second bullet wound is located
about the posterior axillary line in the middle of the left flank. The
entrance wound is slightly ovoid and 1 x 0.6 om. The bullet path can be
followed posteriorly in almost & horizontal plane to a point located in the
left mid lumbar area 13 cm from its entrance. At this site the skin shows
a sharply outlined compression focus 0.6 ¢m in diameter. The focus is
deeply blood stained. Along side it, is found the bullet which measures
le2 x 0.7 om with oblique flattening of its nose. It is, also, estimated
%o be of 32 calibre size. A third bullet wound is located on the posteria
sxillary line in the skin overlying the 10th ribs. This wound shows
entrance and exit openings located 2 cm apart. The entrance wound is ovoid,
umbilicated, and measures 1 x 0«6 om. The exit wound is more ovoid or
elongate, everted and measures l.8 x 0.4 cm. (See Photograph.) A probe can
be readily passed through these openings (See photograph.) and on incision
the bullet trast is blood stained and empty. Neither of these bullet wounds

involves vital structures but merely pass through the soft tissue in the
areas described.

HEAD :

Scalf: A fourth bullet wound is located in the right posterior superior
granium penetrating.the posterior aspact of the right parietal bone. The
wound here measures 0.7 om in diameter. There is a slight mounding of the
soft tlssue in and immediately around the missile opening. (3ee photograph. )
The 2kin about this opening is discolored a dark reddish black color in an

area l.2 om in diameter. When the scalp is reflected the underlying soft
tissues about the wound
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are infiltrated with blood over a large area above the parietal bones

Skull: . In the posterior portion of the right parietal bone 4 ecm lateral
To the midlime and 8 om posterior to the frontal-parietal sutare there is
& gharpe ceircular defect in the bone. This defect is exactly 1 em in
diameter and its edges are sharp and clear. (3See photograph.)  There is
a long fracture running anterior to this defect and parallel to the
sagittal suture for a distance of 14 cm and posterior to the defeot for a
distance of 5 om. Around the circular defect there iz some subperiosteal
hemorrhage with periosteal elevation. (See photograph.) Protruding from
the sef ¢ * there is a small mound of soft brain tissue. 'The averagse :
thiekness of the skull is & mm, * Examim tion of the imner gkull surface
gshows & defeet in the inner table corresponding to the.one on the outer
surfact but distinctly larger measuring 1.8 cm in diameters The edges of
this defect are not sharp, more of the diploe can be seen and the size of
the defect is greatest where the inner table cracked off from the diploe.
1t is noteworthy that the defect is more elliptical with more of the
table missing on the left sides (See Photograph.)

Brain: 2.5 om from the midline and 8 cm anterior to the posterior 1lip of
The right ocoipital lobe there is a jagged defect in the brain sibstance
2+5 om in diameter, There is a moderate amount of subarachnoid
hemorrhage around this lesion and, also, around the medial aspects of

bo th cerebral hemigpheres just above the corpus czllosum. Just above and
running through the most posterior portion of the corpus callosum the
brain is necrotiec and hemorrhagic. There is, also, a large jagged defect
in the left temporal lobe 4 om from the anterior tip and 3 om caudad from
the fissure of Rolandos There 19 some subarachonoid hemorrhage in thig
area. On section the direction of the bullet is found to be downward in
& diagonal direction from right to left at approximately a 45° angle with
a slight anterior inelination. The bullet passes through the scalp,
gkull, dura upper mesiasl portion of the right pirietal lobe, through the
posterior tip of the corpus callosum, through the left ventriele which

is fllled with olot, through the temporal lobe below and posterior to

the fissure of Rolando, through the dura again, into the petrous pyramid
and lodges in the mastold processs. The pathway of the bullet is lined by
necrotic brain tissue and 0ld blood. The bullet found in the mastoid

measures_1l.0 om in diameter; l.5 cm in length and is considerable blunted
and distorted. b '

BODY CAVITIES: There is an embalmer's trochar wound in the midline of the
abdonmen Just above the umbilicus. The peritoneal cavity contains some
brownish body fluid.  The small intestines are collapsed and have been
perforated by the trosar. There are, also, troear puncture marks in the
liver and dlaphragm. The peritoneal surfaces throughout the cavity are
shiny and glistening. The viscera are normally places. Appendix is not
remarkable, Mesenteriec nodes are not involwed. The left flank ig care-
fully examined and at no point is the cavity penetrated. Pleurale cavities
are negative., Pericardial cavity is negative except for trocar wounds.
The heart appears normal 1n sigze, approximate weight 360 gma. Its posteriar
surface shows some trocar wounds; otherwise nothing of notice is founde.

The lungs are not remarkable. The examination of abdominal viscera shows
no gignifigant anatomical changes.,
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- ANATOMIGAL DIGONDRIE: i U a) ‘Waiet woundh, maltiphe’ soth in
: Pandu D e cnle < KA NG T E L e with no vital organ trauma.

S N {2) Bullet wound,* eranio cerebral with
(g R o, extensive brain lageration, hemorrhage;
.. fracture, longitudimal, right convexity
 ©f oranium and fracture, left petrous
pyramid with bullet lodgement in
: maetoit'prbcasa._ DL _

Je As Cunningham, Me Do

Ls Cs Posey, Ms D.
Pathologiste |
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Autopsy Report
MICROSCOPIC REPORT

NAME 3 Timothy Hood
SEX ¢ Colored Male
AGE 2 23 years

Scalp: A section of the scalp wound shows a bullet tract through its
middle. This is infiltrated with blood and containsg disintergrated
tissue. In the surface portion there is a deposit of irregular pigment.
The surface epithelium is completely broken and replaced by small hem=
orrhage. Thd bullet tract through the scalp is infiltrated with blood.

gkin from flank: gection of the skin from one of the bullet wounds in
the left Zlank shows a rather extensive extravasation of red cells into
the soft fatty tissuese

Dura: A section of the dura in its falx cerebri shows a margin of the
bullet wound described there and along one side there is a deposit of
fibrin infiltrated with inflammatory cells, neutrophils. There is gome
extravagation of red cells.

¢ A section of the cerebrum along the bullet tract shows extravasa-
tion of red cells in the periwvascular spaces and beneath the arachnoid
membranee The tears in the brain tissue are evident where the tissue is
gsuperficially destroyed.

MICROSCOPIC DIAGNOSIS: Powder burns in sealp bullet wounde
The remainder of the sections are confirmatory
of the gross diagnosise

L. C. POSEY
L. C. POSEY, M.D.

Je A Cunn gham, MeDe

Pathologiats

LGP : JAG/gr

summary: The findings in this case show that the patient received three
bullet wounds in the left flande These were all soft tissue wounds and
did not involve any vitel structures. Death was the result of the bullet
wound of the heade This bullet intered the head from the right side
pogteriorly with a alight anterier inclinatiome The bullet passed at a
45° angle. Powder burning of the surface tissue 1s evident which would
suggest a close range of the weapon when it was firede
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The facts, as established by investigation are, briefly, as follow:
ﬁnot'hyﬂood, colored, discharged Marine of Béusmr, mbmu, at

about 10 P. M. boarded a one-man streetcar on the South Bessemer run at 24th

Street and Dartmouth Avemue. He was seated in the eoclored section of the car

immediately to the rear of the segregation sign which was maintained in accordance

with local ordinance. Thers wers more seats ‘occupied by colored than by white '

poraens_af the time, but thnré was one vacant seat ahead of the segregation sign
on one side. Hood tried to get a atmding'nogro passenger %o move the sign forward
and sit in the vacant seat but he refused to do so. After ao:ml;ttup“- to

have the standee move the sign, Hood hinself moved it forward and caused the sign

to then be directly across from the rearmost seat occupied by white passengers
and forward of the other segregation sign. ‘The operater of the car, upon
observing lood's acts, at 27th Street and Dartmonth Avenue came back and asked
him to move the sign back to where it had been previously, Hood told the operator
to move it himeelf. The operator, allegedly in an effort to avert trouble, told
Hood he would return his fare to him and asked Hood to leave the car. The operator
returned to the forward end of the car and caused the center axit door %o be
opened but obumdﬂmdappmohingthntrontorthewuh-mmn& is re-
ported to have said, "Boy, why don't you go out the rear door as you are supposed
to?" to which Hood replied, "I'm going out the front door and I'm going to earry
you with me". Hood is said to have pulled the operator off the car, the operator
hit him in the head with his gun butt and they engaged in a fight during which

ce = Rocorda/

Chrono ®
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Hood ﬁflictéd injﬁrus requiring .hospitalization of tha operator for about five
‘days and during ifm;h the oplrator, méhipg under his left arm to tire zin &nau,
shot aoéd; who was in his rear, holding .ma beating him. Upon being adviud that
_"the law" was approaching, _Hood desisted frm his assault and ran m‘l'.o a noarby
negro house where he was later found by thu pol.tco who t.ook him 1nto custody g

A large crowd had gathersd, two policemen from Buma_r, Fant and his
so;:-in—law_mra present and Hood was placed in the raar seat of the police car,
The crowd was ordered to move away and to clear the area. Except for the state-
ment of the father of Hood, all witnesses state that Timothy Hood had never had

: handmszs'. placed on him ‘;iufing the ehtir; series of events. Fani =tates that he
. was standing at the open raaf door of theé car talking with Timothy Hood and aske.d -
i wha har ald with Stn UnGAIL the WEECoary: Wk vl The soimbous Sapekiton
that Hood had shot Weecks ). Hood, said to ha-va been cursing all the while, said
ho "hldn't. h.ad no damn gun" and then said, "I'll fix you just like I did him® and,
ruchins tmrd his right hip, lunged toward Fant who fired one shot which artkmd
the top of Hood'a head, Deat.h resulted,

Hood's father is quoted as saying that when he looked at his deceased
son in the car, one of the officers present had taken the handouffs off and was
putting them on his side. This is in direct conflict with all other witnesses
- who were in the immediate vicinity of the car; no other person admits having seen
hnndcufft on the deseased ab any time.

The other witnesses present at the car state that whnn t.hey saw Hood
after he had been ahot by Fant, his right hand was on his hip and his other hand
was under his body. This indicates a possible variance with Fant's statement that
Hood "made a lunge for me trying to grab me. I pulled my gun out as he lunged
for me and shot him once in the top of the head as he was lunging out.®
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| Israel Hood, father of the ‘deceased, is quoted by several of the
~ officials as having made statements at the bime to the effect that, he didn‘t
 understand Timothy and that he had had a 1ot a.t trouble with h.'un since ha got
out of service. | |
- Timothy Hood had been arrested by Police oﬂim Lalrt.on Grimes, Boamar
| ?ollee Department, Sergeant Bird of the w.litazy Polioa, and anothor mnm-y
kPoliemn in 1945 tor being s,uproperly dra!wed-in an Army uniform wherna he was
in the lhrine COrpa. Hood 18 said to have Bngaged in a scuffle with the H.P.'s
| at his residence and is said to have struck one of them. He was allagad.ly cursing
and swearing the Military Police and "talking about the white people" all the
way to the Gityr*iiall and, upon' arriving there, engaged the officers in another
fight. R '
Under the test px;eacrj.bad by the Qm case, it is concluded that no
further action should be taken and that the case should be closed,
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Theron L. Caudle, shatobant m;omy aamral O TICSMINILAR -
; 144-1-30

Chief of Police ercnherry'B. Fant;

William Ryan Weeks; ‘ . o

Civil aigms e : - g 3y : i S

Investigation of the shooting and death of Hhrinn vatcran Tinnthy Hoed
near Biminghau, Alabama, on Fobruary 8, 1946, tha subject of ny moram of
March 1, 1946, has been completad. There appem to be no basis for proucution
of Police Chief Greanberry B. Fant, Brighton, Alabama, or any of the athor Ppolice-
men involved in the nntttr. ;

A synopau of the fact- in the case is atuehod for your convenience. -

Attachment,

cec = Records (P ;
Chrono,
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

O]_‘ﬁce Memormdm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : The Files DATE: May 14, 1946
%Zldféél Mahlon L, Walters MLW:LAK
144~1-30

SUBJECT: ~ Chief of Police Greenberry B. Fant;

William Ryan Weeks;

HC@ Civil Rights

The facts, as established by investigation are, briefly, as follow:

Timothy Hood, colored, discharged Marine of Bessemer, Alabama, at
about 10 P. M. boarded a one-man streetcar on the South Bessemer run at 24th
Street and Dartmouth Avenue. He was seated in the colored section of the car
immediately to the rear of the segregation sign which was maintained in accordance
with local ordinance. There were more seats occupied by colored than by white
persons at the time, but there was one vacant seat ahead of the segregation sign
on one side, Hood tried %o get a standing negro passenger to move the sign forward
and sit in the vacant seat but he refused to do so. After several attempts to
have the standee move the sign, Hood himself moved it forward and caused the sign
to then be directly across from the rearmost seat occupied by white passengers
and forward of the other segregation sign. The operator of the car, upon
observing Hood's acts, at 27th Street and Dartmouth Avenue came back and asked
him to move the sign back to where it had been previously, Hood told the operator
to move it himself., The operator, allegedly in an effort to avert trouble, told
Hood he would return his fare to him and asked Hood to leave the car. The operator
returned to the forward end of the car and caused the center exit door to be
opened but observed Hood approaching the front of the car whereupon he is re-~
ported to have sald, "Boy, why don't you go out the rear door as you are supposed
to?" to which Hood replied, "I'm going out the front door and I'm going to carry

you with me". Hood is said to have pulled the operator off the car, the operator

hit him in the head with his gun butt and they engaged in a fight during which
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Hood inflicted injuries requiring hospitalization of the operator for about five
days and during which the operator, reaching under his left arm to fire five times,
shot Hood, who was in his rear, holding and beating him. Upon being advised that
"the law" was approaching, Hood desisted from his assault and ran into a nearby
negro house where he was later found by the police who took him into custody,

A large crowd had gathered, two policemen from Bessemer, Fant and his
son-in-law were present and Hood was placed in the rear seat of the police car.
The crowd was ordered to move away and to clear the area. Except for the state—
ment of the father of Hood, all witnesses state that Timothy Hood had never had
handeuffs placed on him during the entire series of events. Fant states that he
was standing at the open rear door of the car talking with Timothf Hood and asked
him what he did with the gun (all the officers were under the erroneous impression
that Hood had shot Weeks). Hood, said to have been cursing all the while, said
he "hadn't had no damn gun" and then said, "I'll fix you just like I did him® and,
reaching toward his right hip, lunged toward Fant who fired one shot which entered
the top of Hood's head. Death resulted,

Hood's father is quoted as saying that when he looked at his deceased
son in the car, one of the officers present had taken the handcuffs off and was
putting them on his side., This is in direct conflict with all other witnesses
who were in the immediate viecinity of the car; no other person admits having seen
handcuffs on the deceased at any time,

The other witnesses present at the car state that when they saw Hood
after he had been shot by Fant, his right hand was on his hip and his other hand

was under his body. This indicates a possible variance with Fant's statement that

Hood "made a lunge for me trying to grab me. I pulled my gun out as he lunged

for me and shot him once in the top of the head as he was lunging out,"
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Israel Hood, father of the deceased, is quoted by several of the
officials as having made statements at the time to the effect that he didn't
understand Timothy and that he had had a lot of trouble with him since he got
out of service,

Timothy Hood had been arrested by Police officer Lawton Grimes, Bessemer
Police Department, Sergeant Bird of the Military Police, and another Mlitary
Policeman in 1945 for being improperly dressed in an Army uniform whereas he was
in the Marine Corps, Hood is said to have engaged in a scuffle with the M.P.'s
at his residence and is said to have struck one of them. He was allegedly cursing
and swearing the Military Police and "talking about the white people" all the
way to the City Hall and, upon arriving there, engaged the officers in another
fight.

Under the test prescribed by the Screws case, it is concluded that no

further action should be taken and that the case should be closed.
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The Attornmey Genseral DATE: May 14, 1946
FKOM

WZ?%ZZJWZ e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

: Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attornsy General

TLC : MLW:LAK =
144~1-30

Chief of Police Greenberry B. Fant;

William Ryan Weeks;

Civil Rights é)e . cOF
'

Investigation of the shooting and death of Marine veteran Timothy Hood

SUBJECT:

S L p

near Birmingham, Alabama, on February 8, 1946, the subject of my memorandum of

March 1, 1946, has been completed. There appears to be no basis for pros |

agiition
of Police Chief Greemberry B. Fant, Brighton, Alabama, or any of the otheiolice—

men involved in the matter.

A synopsis of the facts in the case is attached for your convenience.

Attachment

BOLLIE
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“STANDARD FORM NO. 84 X

O]fﬁce Memamndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Assistant Attorney General T. L. Caudle J}yéﬁﬁqﬁgﬁm:r' 1946
av ¥
EROLES: RE i reclor SR - .f 3 \ahb

. | VAR S
SUBJECT:  CHIEF OF POLICE GREENEERRY i gﬁ*“g’
© B. FANT; WILLIAM RYAN WEEKS -

CIVIL RICHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Reference is made to your memorandum dated March 1, 1946, entitled
nchief of Police Fant; W. R. Weeks." In accordance with your request, a
preliminary investigation has been conducted and there is transmitted herewith
a copy of the report of Special Agent Pierce Allen Pratt dated March 27, 1946
at Birmingham, Alabama. -

I shall appreciate your advising me if any further action by this
Bureau is desired.

Enclosure
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The Files = May 14, 1946

Mahlon L, Walters - *E A : ; MLW:LAK

: : 144-1=30
Chief of Police Greenberry B. Fantj Vi A

William Ryan Weeks;

Civil Rights

The facts, ‘as established by invasf.igaﬁon are, hrieﬂy, as foilot:

‘Timothy Hood, colored, discharged Marine of Bessemer, Alabama, at
about 10 P. 4 baardod a one-man streetcar on the South Bessemer run at 24th
Street and Ihrt.mouth Avenue, He was seated in the colored section of the car
immediately to the rear of the segregation sign which was maintained in accordance
with local ordinance. There were more seats occupied by colored than by white
persons at the time, but there was one vacant seat ahead of the segregation sign
on one side, Hood tried to get a standing negro passenger to move the sign forward
and sit in the vacant seat but he refused to do so. After several attempts to
have the standee move the sign, Hood himself moved it forward and caused the sign
to then be directly across from the rearmost seat occupied by white passengers
and forward of the other segregation sign. The operator of the car, upon
observing Hood's acts, at 27th Street and Dartmouth Avenue came back and asked
him to move the sign back to where it had been previously, Hood told the operator
to move it himself. The operator, allegedly in an effort to avert trouble, told
Hood he would return his fare to him and asked Hood to leave the car, The operator
returned to the forward end of the car and caused the center exit door to be
opened but observed Hood approaching the front of the car whereupon he is re-
ported to have said, "Boy, why don't you go out the rear door as you are supposed
+0?" to which Hood replied, "I'm going out the front door and I'm going to carry
you with me", Hood is said to have pulled the operator off the car, the operator
hit him in the head with his gun butt and they engaged in & fight during which



AL B
fiuod inflicted injuries requiring hospitalization of the operator for about five
days and during which the operator, reaching under his left arm to fire five times,
ahot Hobd, who was- 1% his rear, holding aid beating hime . Upon being aavised that
‘Mthe law" was aﬁproéching, Hood desisted from his assault and ran into a nearby
negro house where he was later found by the police who took him into custody,.

A large crowd had gathered, two policemen from Bessemer, Fant and his
.son-in-law were present and Hood was placed in the rear seat of the police car.
The crowd was ordered to move away and to clear the area. Except for the state-—
ment of the father of Hood, all witnesses state that Timothy Hood had never had
handeuffs placed on him during the entire series of events. Fant states that he
was standing at the open rear door of the car talking with Timothy Hood and asked
him what he did with the gun (all the officers were under the erroneous impression
that Hood had shot Weeks). Hood, said to have been cursing all the while, said
he "hadn't had no damn gun® and then said, "I'll fix you just like I did him" and,
reaching toward his right hip, lunged toward Fant who fired one shot which entered
the top of Hood's head, Death resulted.

Hood's father is quoted as saying that when he looked at his deceased
son in the car, one of the officers present had taken the handecuffs off and was
putting them on his side, This 1s in direct conflict with all other witnesses
who were in the immediate vicinity of the ear; no other person admits having seen
handcuffs on the deceased at any time.

The other witnesses present at the car state that when they saw Hood
after he had been shot by Fant, his right hand was on his hip and his other hand
was under his body. This indicates a possible variance with Fant's statement that

Hood "made a lunge for me trying to grab me. I pulled my gun out as he lunged
for me and shot him once in the top of the head as he was lunging cut."™
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-'Iarasl.ﬂood, father of the'deceaéed, is quoted by several of the
‘officials as having made statements at the time to the erfbct:that he didn't
b Timothy and that he had had a lot of trouble with him since he got
out of service. '

Timothy Hood had been arrested by Police officer Lewton Grimes, Bessemer
Police Department, Sergeant Bird of the Military Police, and another Military
Policeman in 1945 for heing mpraperly dressed in an Army uniform whereas he was
fu i Marine Corps. Hood is said to have engaged in a scuffle with the K.P.'s
at his residence and is said to have sﬁruck one of them. He was allegedly cursing
and su;aring the Military Police and "talking about ihe white people" all the
way to the City Hall and, upon arriving there, engaged the officers in another
fight, |
Under the test prescribed by the Screws case, it is concluded that no

further action should be taken and that the case should be closed,
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TFrom: Turner L. Smith, Room ’2116 b@q

N CRIMINE

To: Mr. Caudle

Remarks: The AG called me a month or so back suggesting

that the attached case be investigated. The investi- i

gation has now been concluded and no civil rights

violation was established. It may be that Mr. Clark ‘.

has no further interest, but I am attachlng the filg gmo

in the event that you should decide to send it up to

him for his information.
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”-‘P'(‘f PHONE 3-.8208 1
CLIFFORD REEVES
ATTORNEY AT LAW
302 MASSEY BUILDING
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
406 llassey Bldg.
June 11, 1946

Heon's Turnenidl.. Smith,  Chief
Civil Rights Section
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. (25)

Timothy Hood

'
o
4]

Dear Sir:

Please find enclosed herewith a brief statement
supporting affidavits and other documents, which with our
investigation, leads us to conclude that there has been
8 very definite violation of the criminal code, Sections
20 and 37 (18 U.S. C. A. Sections 52 and 88).

On February 8, 1946, a young Negro ex-marine,
Timothy Hood, of Bessemer, Alabama, had been engaged in
an altercatlion with a streetcar motorman. He was sub-
sequently arrested by police officers from Bessemer, and
placed in the patrol car to be earried to jail. The Chief
of Police of Brighton, E. B. Fant, came on the se¢ene and
during the course of questioning the prisoner, drew his
gun and shot the prisoner in the back of the head, which
ki1lled him instantly.

There was a coroner's investigation, who was as-
sisted by the County Prosecutor. The result of their find-
ings was justifliable homicide. The matter was never brought
before the grand jury. Before taking the matter up with the
Department of Justice, we placed the matter before the Gover-
nor of the State, who made an investigation and then advised
that the matter be brought to the attention of the same Coun-
ty Prosecutor, who had already decided that the officer wag %
justified in his act. W B b

We feel that the enclosed editorial from our lead-
ing paper, the statements of witnesses and a copy of the
Autopsy performed will give enough information that will
merit an investigatlon by the Department of Justice. We

| !ﬁ-f s S

- ¥




Hon. Turner L. Smith, Chief June 11, 1946

L0

respectfully recuest the Department of Justice to investi-
gate this matter with a view to ascertain and bring about
criminal prosecution. We feel that it is useless to de-
pend further upon the State officials.

We feel that thils case comes scquarsly within the
purview of The Screws case.

Very truly yours,

Arthur D. Shores

Atty. for NAACPYB'ham Branch)
ce. Atty. Thurgood Harshall
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Y gume 24 1946

My, Clifford Reeves
- 802 Massey Building

Birmingham, Alabama * =
Dear Mr. Reeves:

R, <) 'vnl‘acknowledgo receipt of your 'lai.tor
of June 11, 1946, requesting an investigation in respect

to the death of Timothy Heod of Boaaemer, Alabm on

Fobrua.ry 8, 1948, , _
You suggest that a vinht.ion of Soc‘biens 52 and

88, 14t1e 18, United States Ceds, By be involved and

you enclose affidavits and other documents. This is to
advise you that the matter has been thoroughly investi-
gated, and on the basis of all available information the
Department has concluded that no violation of any
federal criminal ntat.uto is .tml.vod.

It 1is noted that a copy of your ht.bor was for—
warded to Mr. Thurgood Marshall. It is expected that he
will visit the Department in the near future, and the
Department.'s conelusions in the matter of the death of
Timothy Hood will be discussed with him at that time.

Respectfully,
For the Atterney Genersl

THERON L. CAUDIRE
Assistant Attorney General

:\;I(ﬁ.’v k ;.’;} .
CC: Records: L AND g
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n!‘-"‘r 1?948
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