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J Department of Justice
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STANDARD Form Fio. 64 '-. : ’ : ; . y = 6-3
Oﬂice Memorzmdum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

Warren Olney III
: Assistant Attorney General DATE: May 5, 1955
Criminal Division
: Director, FBI
BRIV ET

JOENNY JOHNSON; R =R R R A

.J

susyecr: GEORGE. POWELL, JE., - VICTIM

A

CIVIL RIGHTS MAY + 0 1955

(Reference is made to memorandun 'dated — L VISION )

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special

Agent Frank R, Southarland _  dated __ May 3, 1955
at Atlanta .

A. (x) Please advise whether you desire any further
investigation.

B. () The investigation is continuing and you will
be furnished copies of reports as they are received.

C. () The investigation which has been requested  , . M.
by you has now been completed. Please advise whether you : ﬂ"r .
desire further investigation. e WD 7R

/ Please advise whether or not you desire any interviews . |
Enclosure conducted under the conditions imposed by the State Board ﬁ T. W.
Corrections. ’ ! 139"



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT A A
REPORT MADE AT DA'::EA\g‘:EN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
ATLANTA 5/3/55 | L4/21/55 FRANK R, SOUTHERLAND  1b
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
JOHNNY JOHNSON;
GEORGE POWELL, Jr. = VICTIM CIVIL RIGHTS e
SR s
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: -‘.'.,»‘;&*’t.,‘v !;*
§, 00y

[‘};}_iji.i | N

Victim's mother and aunt furnished signed statements

al leging victim beaten by subject for refusal to say
Yes Sir. Victim presently confined Buford Rock Quarry
Prison Camp, Georgia. Victim's file at the State Board
of Corrections reflects considerable number of instances
of punishment for violation of rules along with three
escapes and recaptures. The file reflects victim on one
occasion engaged in running gun battle with officers and
also was one of five prisoners who overpowered guard,
taking keys and two guns and escaping in State owned
vehicle. J. B, HATCHETT, Assistant Director, State
Board of Corrections, Atlanta, Ga., has no previous
information concerning alleged incident and states inter~
views must be held in presence of official of the State
Board of Corrections.

DETAILS:
APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
FORWARDED: IN CHARGE

/971 27 C]
COPIES OF THIS REPORT —i_ 5 . - 'I ‘
(3/ - Bureau (au) PN ‘\
1 - UsA, Atlanta

2 = Atlanta (h4=-671)

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS REPORT IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY
TO WHICH LOANED. ’

U, 5. GOVERNMENT FRINTING OFFICE 16—59255- 3
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This investigation is Prcdlctt.cd um information received
by Speclal Agent DONALD G. MONTEGAR from LYDIA V. TALLEY,
‘mother of victim, who resides at 3430 Fortner Street, East :
Point, Georgia, as is reflected in the following quoted
:!gncd statement, the or!g!ml ar which h c!ng retained

in the Atluta ﬂlu ok :

"at 1:tnt.a 5 Gn v
4-27-55

) & Lydu V. ‘l‘tucy, make this wluntary statement
to Donald G. Montegar who has ldentiflied himself to me as
a Speclal Agent of the Federal Bureau of I:wutiqatlon.
U, S. Depar ent of Justlce.

"In the . part of !952 m{ son George Powc_l-l, Jr.
was convicted in Fulton Count Atlanta, Ga, for the
theft of a radio 3 sentenced to 1 mutht at the Gray Prison
Camp, Gray; Ga. -On or about June 1954, my son George Powell,
Jre, escaped from the Gray Prison Camp & was sentenced to 7
teo 9 years & was sem. to the Buford Rock Quarry, Buford, Ga.

"I last saw my son eon Sunday 4-2L~55 on a visit to
the Buford Rock Cuarry at which time he showed me brusgs on
his head which he said were the result of a beating by a
guard named Johnny Johnson with a black ck for my sons refusal
to say Yes Sir to the guard. My son said he was beaten so
hard his shoes came off & that the guard Jehnny Johnson told
him that he was gelnn to k!ll him & uy that he had trled
to escape.

"My son nlahcd over 300 s when he entered Buford
Rock Quarry in June or July, I & when l saw him in December,
1954 he weighed about 140 or 150 pom _
"1 have rui this statcmmt nmisting of tn ptﬂ“
and !t is tru and correct. _

"/s/ l...y.c-l-it. \.f.. ‘l'g_.illey &
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"Witnessed: . _
"Donald G. lﬁuntcgtr, Speclal Aeent, hdcral Burm of Invutl-'
gation, Atlanta, Ga. 4 -2-'\3'55 |

Mrs. TALLEY ap eared at the Atlanta Office and mmlshed t.he B A
above quoted signed statement to Special Agent MONTEGAR, and

' she was accompanied by ELSIE WATKINS who stated that she was

tle aunt o:t victim and who furnished the following signed
statement to Special gmt MONTEGAR, the or!gtml ur wh!ch
is being fthlncd ln e Atlanta ﬂic i

"Auant.a , Ga.
11-"27‘55 -'

: "l, Elsie Watk!ns. make thc fellcﬂng volnntary statc-
ment to'Donald G. Montegar who has identified himself to
me as a Speclal Agent of the Fedcral Btruu of Imsugatinn,-
U. S. Depﬂ‘tmmt of Justiec. 5

"I am an aunt or Gsorgc Poull L who is presently
serving a sentence of 7 to 9 ynrs at thc Buford Rock
Quarry, aufwd, Ga.,.

"In November, 1954, I get a letter from an inmate
of this prison by the name of Marvin Dillard, stating
that he wanted to see me, When I went to the prison camp -
I posed as the aunt of Dillard so that the guards would
let me see him. Dillard then told me that I better get a
doctor to look at Powell, as le had been beaten unconscious
© by a guard by the name of Johnny Johnson about the first
part of November, 1954. Dillard told me that Powell was
beaten by Johnson with a rubber hose with a iren rod inside
for no reason:. I had two l.awycn by the name of W. George
Thomas and Joe Edwards go up to the prison camp to see
Powell right after this and they t.o,ld me that they had seen
Powell in the "hole"™ & hla head was swelled up due to bruses
& that his stomach was jumping & jerking due to not eating
for about 15 days. These & s also sald that Powell's
legs were swollen and couldn { ‘hold his head ug Joe. C
Edwards said that Powell t.old him tlut he had been beaten

severly.
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" have read this statement consisting of two pages
and it is true and correct. ¥ T e SR

i el Elslé-—_ﬂa_'.tkins :

"Witnessed: Donald G. .n&aicﬁar; Special Agent, _rtadggl_ S
. Bureau of Investigation, Atlanta, Ga. L-27-55."

In addition to the foregoing, ELSIE WATKINS stated that
MARVIN DILLARD has been released from Buford Rock Quarry,
but that she has his current address at her home and wnid _
make it available upon request. WATKINS also stated that
she had the names of approximately tem other inmates at
Buford Rock Quarry who would be willing to testify to the

‘beatings administered to vlcu‘_ur. -

Upon receipt of the foregoing information, J. B. HATCHETT,
Georgla State Board of Correctioens, Atlanta, Georgia, was
contacted, and he stated that he had not received any in-
formation concerning the alleged beatings of victim. Mr,
HATCHETT advised, however, that he had ascertained that vic~
tim's mother did visit her son at Buferd Rock Quu'l'Y Prison
Camp on Apil 2, 1955. Mr. HATCHETT stated that all visits
~and interviews of prisoners at Buford Reck Quarry are pre=~

i ~arranged and held under strict supervision. He also advised

that he feels certain that in the event any allegations of
; beatings were made to his mother by vietim during = visit,
- he would have been notified immediately. '

‘Mr, HATCHETT further advised that his records reflect
that Attorneys W, GEORGE THOMAS and JOE EDWARDS had
visited victim at Buford Rock Quarry during the earl
part of November, 195L. He stated again that all inter-
views and visits are held in the presence of either the
warden or a guard at this institution. He also advised
~ that visitors, attorneys, or otherwise are not permitted
to visit the solitary confinement section of the prison
and that he is positive that the visit by the attorneys
with victim was supervised in accordance with existing
instructions. K% : -



AT =671

Mr, HATCHETT made available the flles of his office relating

to victim and MARVIN DILLARD, and it was ebserved that
during November, 1954, DILLARD was actually incarcerated
at Buford Rock Quarry Prison Camp as was victim. DILLARD
was released on December 31, 1954 and again convicted in
Whitfield County, Georgia in Januwary, 1955, at which time
he received a sentence of one and a half to two years and
six months concurrent for burglary and misdemeanor. Mr.
HATCHETT advised that DILLARD is presently incarcerated at

‘the Jekyl Island Prison Camp, AT 4 B
It is observed from the statement given by ELSIE WATKINS

_ that she claimed to have posed as the aunt of MARVIN DILLARD

~ and to have visited DILLARD at Buford Rock Quarry during
 November, 1954, Mr, HATCHETT stated that visitse to inmates
of Buford Rock Quarry are limlited to attorneys and immediate -
family of the inmate and that immediate family does not
normally Include aunts and uncles. = =

Mr. HATCHETT advised that W, GEORGE THOMAS 1s a disbarred
Atlanta tttmcy_, whose disbarment case is under appeal.,

The flles of the State Board of Correctlons, Atlanta, Georgla,
reflect that GEORGE POWELL, Jr., State Board of Corrections
number A-29150, FBI number, 2686215, was sentenced in Fulton
 County, Troup County, and Jones County, Georgia to twelve
months, one and a half to two years concurrent, two to ten
years, balance maximum concurrent, five to five years con-
secutive, two to two years consecutive, and twelve months
consecutive for burglary, robbery, and larceny of automobile,
He was originally received on August 11, 1947 into the
Penitentiary System of Georgia. His maximum sentence

owiil expire on September 11, 1963, and he has served in

~ Jones County Public Works Camp, Georgia State Prison, Reids~
ville, Georgia, and 'Igford' 'Rogk._;quim Pg:laqn CREpy.

POWELL's file reflects that he escaped on February 9, 1950
and was recaptured on February 11, 1950 with a stolen aute~
mobile that he escaped on July 3, 1953 and was recaptured .
on July 6, 1953, and that he again escaped on August ki,
1953, being recaptured on August 7, 1953, The file indi-
cates that he has engaged in a running gun battle with
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police ofréetr: a;a: I.Mthhc F:;:ton:‘of ri;:tpﬂ segcrs wl}c’;d .
_ ovVerpowered a n the entiary em and esca

on July 3, 1953 after having taken the guard's keys and
pistol and going to another building and taking a gun

away from another gum; ud mklag Ml" at.my in a
State owned nh!cic, S

The rl le further ntum the tollowlng Wﬂ'ntiﬂ uctlon
lﬂ@lnﬂ- V!ﬂun PDItI-L dur ng hls zmmcﬂilm: £

10/2/1;,7_ 3 Imxaﬂm and tutrlztcd dht tef six days.

| 11/1;/1;.' /AT - Yard sid mevie privileges suspended for thu-t
: for earrylnn mti’*a“w mmm of ¥
N Clo !

11 17 haiauu md ustrlatnd dltt ror rwrtm days '
/ /M “Lor di.tng ln rehmr of mtur smtc.

' During
Apru,lw glﬁﬁ !:n lwhum tor ux dm rar skmmg
e o, :

31 g xmhum m rutrlnud d!it for m d ror <
'/3 b ' belng out of cell hmi lt mpcr tlm g'vlola*
udﬁ of m*tt e

 6/23/48  1solation and mtﬂvtﬂt dlehten Pive bbbk <
i da{: for cm\enﬂng mMahos l.n vielation of
rules, T

2/15/49  isolation and restricted dut for fourtéen dny: :
‘for refusing to obey orders and cursing officer.

 3/17/50 = 1lselation and restricted diet for t.!urt.y days
A e S unuti:ftetory work.

10/12/50 _-Coadlucmuy released wldah was rmkcd !4/33/53.
7/15/53 = Seolitary eenﬂ_mt _ror nine dny:: for cscapc. o
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8/19/53 ~ Solitary confinement for escapes

9/17/53  Solltary confinement and restricted diet for
. thirty days for stopping at store ‘without :
; ?nmun_lon, buying and drinking beer and talk-

g back to officer,
12/16/53 = 1selation and ru‘tﬂéh'&‘_ dfet for ten days for

possession of beer. _ |

1/15/54  Iselation and ruiﬂéttﬂ-'_diﬁ; for thirty days
for agitating and unsatisfactory work. s

11/6/54  Isolation and restricted diet for thirty days

for climbing up on bars In "bull pen" next to
cat walk where guard was statiomed, =

2/28 /55 3 _.Llsalau’;n and restricted _di'itt _rar.;t.kii-ty days
for jumping on another inmate 13‘-m_rry-._ '

~ Mr. HATCHETT advised that there is no guard emgg.eytd. at Bufeord
Rock Quarry Prison Camp by the name of EMY HNSON, accord~

ing to his records; there is a NOEL JOHNSON, Jr. employed as

guard at that institution but that the guards are s lationed

in kﬂil. towers and do not go around where the prisoners are

, woriking. : ' : 3

Mr. HATCHETT stated that his records reflect that ELSIE
WATKINS visited POWELL at Buford Rock Quarry some time afo
and became angry when the visit was broken up due to expira-
tion of allotted time. L PRERVE A 7

Mr. HATCHETT advised that in the event it became necessary
to conduct additional interviews at Buferd Rock Qurri,. it
would be necessary that such iaterviews be conducted in the
presence of an official of the State Board of Corrections.

The following deseription of Victim POWELL was obtained
from the flles of the State Board of Correctionsy

A PR GEORGE POWELL, dr. .
Race White -_
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The Directar, Pederal Duress of Imvestigation

Sy i typed 5=18-55

nade to your | w of gmm
wa wr n;.m _w_, N

Under the circwnstances as reflected in the report, no
further investization is desived,

s Assistant M General t;wj.bb}u
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NOTICE TO CLOSE FILE

1h-19=256
FILE NUMBER

Johnny Johnsonj
George Powell, Jr, = Victim
CASE TITLE

TO: RECORDS ADMINISTRATION BRANCH

YOU ARE ADVISED THAT THE ABOVE NUMBERED FILE HAS BEEN CLOSED
AS OF THIS DATE,

DEPA m_JOHJJ,u
DATE ZUI MAY /20 1955

f - )
Lwiiila L KH

Mey 18, 1955
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